
J. 

CONNAI-rDER iUVE:1 ASSAULT FLOTILLA ONE 
FPO SAN FIll',NCISCO 96601 

1 1T ove~lber 1968 

Dear Family and Friends o~ River Assault Flotilla ONE: 

On November 3rd I will co:nple te ~ly tour. in Vietna~ as I turn 
over the heL'l1 to Captain Dale V. Schermerhorn. My neH assignment 
Hill be in the office of the Chief of Naval Operations in l'fash­
ington, D. C. 

I make no apologies for saying. that I am looking farHaI'd to 
being vlith my wife and ~a;.l1ily again, though one does build up a 
deep attachment for the men of a co;u:nand such as this l.mere team­
work, dedication to duty and a certa:l.n a:nount o~ hardships are so 
much a part of our everyday life. 

_. I think Captain Scher.ilernol'n is an excellent choice ror ·this 
assigntl1~nt. He h,as just cO;l1p10teda tour as Co~:nande!' of Destroyer 
Squadron: Four 1'1hioh only a fe1'1 monthl3 ago made a dep10ymen t. to . 
the Westel'n Pacific. Part ·of that deploy:llent lVll.S spent off the 
coast of Vietnam. . 
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He has had other sea tours aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Hancock; the cruiser USS Wilkes Barre; the destroyers USS Rich 
and USS Everett F. Larson; and the :aine f'orce ships USS Gayety 
and USS Project. He has also served as Chief of' Staf'f' and Aide 
to the.Com:nander, Hine Force, Atlantic Fleet, attended the 
Naval trial' College, and served two tours in the Of'f'ice of' the 
Chief' of' Naval Operations. ' 

-DUring my months in the De~ta, the Riverine Assault Force has 
grown f'ro~ 5sh1ps and 100 assault boats to 11 ships and nearly 
170 boats. Our aI'ea of operations has been expanded from the 
Rung Sat and Central Del ta to all' the regions borderin". the many 
tributaries of' the Mekong River. 0 

As I look back over the past year, I think ~"b.at perhaps oul' 
most signif'ieantaccomplish.'1lent came during -the:period of't11.e Tet 
of'f'ens1 ve ,when·: the Mobile Ri vel'ine Force went to the aid and' 
def'ense'of' nearly 'every:inaj or popula't:ton center in the Delta. 
Although it was touch-and-go for'afew days, not one,n1ajor city 
f'ell into enemy hands,. ,', " 

·..::;"f.:::'~ ~.::~~_·1 :~.':;,_~O.'I::;' Jns.~ ... ,:<:·:'; ;::~ .:.-. -: :'--, .... ::..::.., ';::;.\:::.>.:, -. '. 

·;c:T.a.tely, 'I 'have 'spat'lt "'ecin'siderabl~:.H:ne' "with. Vietna:nese civil. 
iana'nd :mi.litary' leadarsin' an;ef'f'ort"to expand the scope of 
opel'aticins ;'of 'the·'Vi9'tna.'ries'e·!nilit·ary :f'orces. 'In the pas t tHO or 
three months He have conducted n~nerous sn1all but important oper­
ations in which our assault boats have lifted and supported 
Vietn~Lese Regional FOl'ce and Popular Force companies. These 
troops. roughly equivalent to our National Guard bacle hOene, con­
duct opel'ations only wi thin the confines of' their CIoffi province. 
To date we have been most encouraged by their progress. 

In the near future I would ~ope that these Regional and 
Popular 'Forces t-Tould provide increased saf'ety,fol' the :novementof' 
comrnercealong both .\the highways andt.raterwaya;:of their paX'ticular 
locali ties. I t would ~.!llso have the ef'rec t of-'limi tiug n1oven1ent 

'--of supplies 'by the Viet C ong.· ........ -.....:. ,':..~. "',.-----'-- -.:' . 
. '~ ~ --- ," ~'. _"j .. ;f?~¥~o.::~~~'::.::..'~: ~" __ ":.:':. ~ ,~""""d'\.,~_":~:':':_.::"±- <,~:.~~.::'(~":.~~.i::.~~~f·ol-~,~.':._ .. ':,~:';~'-"':"'>~~ ___ ' .-:_~:~ --_~. ~~:' 

. ,At'-the'moment both Task Groups AJ,1'aand.Brayo arel-Torlc:l,ng".", 
with regtilaX'''force Vietna:nese Marine'Battalions. In'the paf:lt, 'U' , 
s ome- -,of ,our mos t productive bat tles have"':):)een thos e" in'l.mich we"· ' 
had the Marines with us, speci:t,:icallyDec,ember 1+;..6,~?67 , ':w;J.l;en , /, 
266 Y.9 were ;killed and in' la te" J:~ly...a,nd'ear.l,y·August~,lJ_6~,,:)"?hep. ,\. 

. another,,250 w43.re, ~illeA'in'?-()ti:,n;: sout~~~?f';£l1-nJhi:> ;"'-.La~~~ :r~.::~~1!3,\ 
, ,of" enen1Y ,weapons~;wel'e 'captuX'ed··l.n·both~engagemen ts. :~;J\/h:''' j~,/ 

",' ," -: }::l~.~·i, "~,_::~-.~7~:7,' .. ::';"·-,"·--·-" .-rJ ._ '. ~')~,~~~;//,:~.'~-~~".<~\.'::;:i:;~t~~~;g§1~:~Y/·::-:" :.,' :;' .,":~·::~~;\l'k~\.?::':::;i(l . 
. '~Tl;e J1RF continue_s~,tohave apopu~!!-:r;!lJ'P~al)~ov~E~,t;g~f!!,o::.touX'7-S: 
lng Vl.e tnam.S ome ,of tho~e _.!Iho_;,ha ve .~p?~e $9:tl:r.~ydur~.~~t~e"la~ t r 

tHO or; three..;monthsare'."Vl.c~P!:~sJdentl.al\9.and:l:~ate C:q~tl.S{ .. ~el'~aY1..:j 
the Honorable Paul R.lgn~tlus. ·Sl'l,<?retar,y'of'c;;&ne'Navy; .. Admlral 
Tho~s' H. Hoorer, Ch~erof' Naval Op'eratiorui'j'Admiral John S. 
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McCain. Commander :in Chief. Pacific; Admiral John J. Hyland., 
Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet; and Vice Admiral Elmo R. 
Zumwalt. Jr •• who ':lecarne co=anderoi.' all Naval forces in Vietna.'!1 
on September 30. 

In closing I lmnt to thank you -our most avid supporters -
for your many letters of encouragenent. i.'or providing me.toTi th 
such rine young'lllen with who::ll to l-Tork.and most of all for your. . .., . ~ 

many prayers. . 

. ' .' 
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'S:i.ndere~lY':? " . 

~ . !8U .,tpJ . 
R.S .. SALZER . .... . ," 
Capt3:in;U.S Navy ..... . 
Commaridei<River Assault 
Flotilla One 


