COMMANDER RIVER ASSAULT PFLOTILLA ONE
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601

1 Novenber 1968

Dear Family and Friends of River Assault Flotilla ONE:
On November 3rd I will complete my tour in Vietnam as I turn
over the helm to Captain Dale V, Schermerhorn. My new assignment

will be in the office of the Chief of Haval Operations in Washw
ington, D, C. ‘
I make no apologies for saying .that I am looking forward to
being with my wife and family axain, though one does build up a
deecp attachment for the men of a coirnand such as this where team-
worit, dedication to duty and a cértain amount of hardships are so
muchh a8 part of our everyday life, ' : -

I think Captain Scheraerhorn is an excellent choice for this
assignment. He has just coapleted a tour as Commander of Destroyer
Squadron Four which only a few months ago mado a deploywment. to
the Western Pacifics Part.of that deployment was svent off the
coast of Vietnam, S ‘




He has had other sea tours aboard tho aircraft carrier USS
Hancock; the cruiser USS Wilkes Barre; the desiroyers USS Rich
and US3 Everett F., Larson: and the mnine force ships USS Gayety
and USS Project, He has also served as Chilef of Staff and Aide
to the Commander, Mine Foree, Atlantic Fleet, attended the
Naval War College, and served two Eours in the Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, ' S ' . :

- -During my months in the Delta, the Riverine Assault Force has
grown from 5 ships and 100 assgault boats to 11 ships and nearly
170 voats, Our avea of operations has been expanded from the
RBung Sat and Central Delta to all the regions bordering the wmany
tributaries of the Mekong River, '

As T look back over the past year, I think that perhavs oup
most significant accomplishment came during-the period of the Tet
offensiye‘whenithg'Mobile‘Rivegine Force went to the aid and
defenSQ”ﬁf:néarly-évéry*major‘population center in the Delta,
Although 1t was touch-andego ford few days, not one major city
fell intq enemy hands, S '
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V”Fﬁfiétély,‘I haveT§béhfﬁﬁéﬁﬁiaprhﬁlégtihehwith'Vietnamese civil-
ian'apdﬁmilitary'Iéddéraiidﬁﬂh“efﬁqrtgtOjexpénd the scove of
operations ‘of ‘the ‘Vietnamsss 'military ‘forces, > In the past two or
three months we have conducted nuwaerous small but important oper-
ations in which our assault boats have lifted and supported
Vietnamese Regional Forece and Popular Force companies., These
troops, roughly equivalent to our National Guard back home, cor-

- duct operations only within the cdnfines of their own province.
To date we have been most encouraged by their progress,

In the near future I would hope that these Regional and
Popular Forces would provide increased safety.for the movement of
commerce along both .the highways' and waterways’of their particular
localities, It would'also hidve the effect of “limiting movement.

wof_supplies by the Viet Congurme s, 5 Seoiriie. - :
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. Atithe moment both Tasle Groups'Alfafand;Bravo'dreywOrk;ggﬁJ;”
with regular force Vietnamese Marine Battalions, - In‘the past, "’ ! |
some -of .our most productive battles have“been those in‘which we" "
had the Marines with ius, specifically December L=6, l?é?,iﬂpen‘ .

..266 VC were .killed anq'inglatejﬁqu\gndaearlyjAugust;413§§,§ﬁhep;i
-another, 250 were killedmin*gctibﬁ;soutymgﬁé‘_n:Ehb;~ﬁLa?gq*g§ hes . .
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ing Vietnam, ‘Some ‘6f those who have itome o wéy;duriggﬁﬁqu1a§§g 
two or. three-months are*Vige Presidentis andidate . Curtis Letayy .
the Hohorable"Paul_R;iIgngtiuéffsggrétagygp'Eﬁﬁ%“N&Vji?Admifal' e
Thomas H, Moorer, Chi&f of Naval ‘Operations; Admiral John S,




McCain, Commander :in Chief, Pacific; Admiral John J. Hyland,
Comnander in Chief, Paclfic Fleet; and Vice Admiral Elmo R.
Zumwalt, Jr., who decame commander of all Naval forces in Vistnanm
on Sentember 30.

In closing I want to thank you ~ our most avid supporters =~
for your many letters of encouragenent for providing me with
such fine young ‘men with whon to uorw, and most of all.for your
many prayers,
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- C aptain, U.3 Navy .
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