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lJea:;. .. · F[:i1.:U.t,3S and Friends of Ri'iJe:r." .:\ssault Flotilla One, 

l'irs'~ I >Tould like to intro(une myself to t:10se of yot), u:'o 11£o7e )een receivine;' 
ne'ilsl~-c-:';8:i,'-'S from Captain Dale Schel"!·:lC:!l"horn. I Ir.l Rear AcinYl ~"2J.. Bill Flanae:an, arid 
I ~'el_OV8d CfJpt2in Schermerhorn 011 27 Febru2.!"J. 1969. 

CC'l.~y02tln Scherme:;:-horn l'mnted i':16 to express his thanks fOI' t.:l8 ~~lru1.y cards and 
1(:r0t~.rs :"3ceivec~ durinG the holide~~ season. It is most enCOUl"la(~:LYlG to knOti that 
1'70 :,avG, 'our SUi)c>0rt in thG job we ru:e dOing out here. 

,; 0" let mG say "welcome" to all of you tTho have joinec1, us recently as 
"l'21l:1}_ies and Friends" of River Assuult Flotilla One. Since 'o:is is 'the first 
f~'id~y n8lTsletter to so IDDl1Y of jTOU, )..3rhaps a reviet" of our Q'0e:."Ootions would be 
of int"Jrest. 

The lIelcons Delta, home to lliv:;r Lssrult 'Flotilla One, be:)_.J.J.s ser.le 30 miles 
sot:"'C,! of S2ison, rnd e;ttends to t.he sonthem most· coasts of Vie'0Ilr':"'ll on the South 
C'binL:. Se[!. an.Q t~1e Gulf of Thailal1.ci. It is n 10'" ;md e:Ktrer,:81y flC',t ru."ea covering 
~Ool.1.-(, 26.,000 square miles -- DbOl::'t. 0. t-_:.:Lrd of the total a::"'3~ of SoutI1 Vidtne.m. 
i;'1C~ C.;)Cl1!.-C u tr',irc'_ of the coun'try's )eo)1e liVG here in th8 "l'iceboul of Southeast 
Asia. n The lJelta is criss-crosse(~ by :L"1l1umerz,ble str;::ams cl1.c~ ct'w.1Dls, over 5:,500 
1~1:i.1es of inte:s:--connectin8 l1D.tel··lr;~;·s. You CDn e~sily see l'ihy -i.J:·L~ I'lobile Riverine 
FOl"ce 11'2-8 8. l02:ical solution to -c.:1.G :!roolem of r!loV~'"1g, troops [,J."oun(~ in such a 
brl,.'c.-t,le2:::'oi.'!.i1d. 

Dc.yt/ilnc tGTilp(;r;.:.tures avert: .0 in -i:,he 80,1 S throu,~~hout :;:'::d YCL"..i"', and 'the season­
ru. c::,8.J.'l.;:;es are 171e..rkecl more by ra~..nf.:'ll then by temperature -:rc:.:':i..D:i;i'on. Frdm flay 
"(':li'O-' ~l Oc-:,obcr there is seldor,l a (2~i" ·Ghat. c.o~:s not brin~ sLmi'~l"s, Trlri~e the rest 
of '::'~lO ~"'um~ is unusually dry. DtlJ.":~.::,~.~ "~he r;ainy ~eason mos·0 o:~ .. ·::'~:",3 lu1.d is either 
;;U8-1; .::oovc or just, (4310t-1 the 5tu"!oce of .the vurt.er. The Gn';:'i:cd re,:';i:)n is ideDl for 
l""iCG r.~;:;'~01'Jin~. 

T~IO residents, .uha are 1iloStly f,:'..J,;r.k;'rs end fishermen, live <:'l·;"!.osJ,:. entirely off 
tihG lall(~. 'ihey groW' their ot'ffi r:Lce, l::r.ch is ,the base of their diet, and sup-' 
pl"'-_10;l'O H ,nth fruit Ul1¢ fish, both plentiful, lll1cl tnth ?Oi');: on( foul. Coconuts, 
~);riec:?~)les, C'ncl bDnUll.Q.s :::;rOlf £1Dund..mt.ly along the banks of the Stl"otlilS and canals. 
1£110 mud, s-(,icks, ['nd pDlrn fronds l!lu.cli are. u:sed to build homos C'['D 08 picked up 
Dlmos-(' anyu:1.ere. Since ne~.rly r'll of -i:.heir ba,si,C need$, .:t:i_"e ()Elsily contmned, 
these ~)Go~91e feel little need fo1'" conto..ct outaide their 01ID c~s-i:,rict, end as n 
l"esul-t tb.ey hove not develor:fed.. ,::lU~C:l :lnt3rest in or ,loyul ty to, a cent~calized 
Q·ov""·....,;"'Gn-'· . ' U 'I:!1J..!..I..';J, u. 

Ove~' -~he years the l1ekong ])eUn - t-Jith the exception of ';;;10 cJ.-oJ.es -- hus 
become c iTiat Can" strone;hold. p,',rtl:] cue to -I;he inc'ifferellce 011 -cc'.o yurt of the 
pe~11G to a no.ti:>nru. governmont..t o.ne. :9urt1y due to the diZfict0J:.y -~~1.3 national 
2:DVer:muent has experienced i..Yl :m.G.:il1."~o.il1i:!.1.g r8:?resent~.tivas i..'"1 the lilUC~C~' Sl-lart1pS' M_d 
lJpu(ctrlC'.l1c'B. " The nv..tionol 20V61''l111ent of Vie"'~nEUn hf'vs been qffi,:~e successful in 
gove::.. .... .a:l.nG; t:'w cities :m.d lnr~er -GOln1S, 'i:rqt it t.:.lces specta:). eql;'.ip:want to dislodge 
·tih~ Vi-3t Cong fraBt th0 outlyinr< a~:;)b.s. ~'-
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Thc.t is -ahere the t~Iobile llivcr-=.!.l1e FOl"'ce COl",leS into the ~)ic"curc. It, lias 
desi c)1ed £!L"1.d -::'asked to conduct csse;ul'~ o'Jero.tions tllrouehout '~l1'_s 10lT-~e area. 
Bot:l Ar_;ry <!Ild Navy personnel live c1loe.l.'d }]aV'J' nhips \·rhich. clon~ 11ith Navy repdr 
sllips, ,.llJlce up ,mat 11e caD. the 1'iobilo '::iverineo Base. In Co '0'!Jiccl operation, 
thG troOi?S arc transported by .oU'i,lOl·od ~1'oop Carriers (,\TCs) f1'o;;l '~be Hobile 
P..i vcrine Bcsc to a selected lnn(1ir'-~: si'::'o, 11hol'EI they eo I1S:101'O to BOck but ener.w 
10cl1tiollS. Durine the trip from the Baso to ttlo lnnclinc sitc, the troop boats 
ere eseol"::'od by ,Ionitors (we cill ther,l Ollr ''ba.t,tles:lips") and L:3sml1.t, Support 
Petrol Boats "\sPBs). lIlso clon,:: 1'/ill be a COl1:cr.l1:ll1c: <!Ild Corz.llUUCc.tions BCat (COB) 
equi:J')ed uith an .'lrr,lijr-Navy COiilli1ru,d post. Thus both the ,\n:r<J bo.ttclion cor.mlllllder 
and -'"he N D.~'" squadron COntilCLL"1der. ho..vo cn cJ.aboro,te COlill".llmico.tiol1.s ccnt.el" from 
ullich to c:!.l'ect end coord:inate the mOVei;lonts of their raspec'::'ive forces. 

L"1. adc1ition to the four basic '::'yDCS of boats ;;lentionao. abovo, a. nUl',ilior of 
the ll.TCS he.va been modified to .-"eet the s;.Jecial neods of tho Del to. lim'. They 
ha.70 been e~uiyped with helicopter lmc1i113 pads, !.lokinG the.. the No;.r.;rl s . 
snillost ":.li:;:craft c~rl:iers." These "l:l:i.lu-ccrriers" have 1JrOVen invcluabla for 

~ ." . 
spe0c(jr GVacuat,ion o:f 1rounded pal'sollllel durine combat, and reSll1?;)lyil13 boats 
t112.1:. ere .on lone .operations m'lD¥' from t:leir 611p'JOrt ship. 

3nccicinr< of a:ct.ended O»erutiensl I uoll1.d like to tell you ;lbout 0. series 
of :neciru. O')erc,ti:ms some of our Dods nraSll]J[Jorting. In. ec.rly November our 
COl"iTiilDlldcr in Saieon, Vice .. "..chjliro~ ~_~J.;l~O:1. ZU!iluc:lt~ Jr. I onnouilcecl Do ne1"T scope. 
0:, o'x'ro.'oio11S nez-.inst the Viet Co;l'o' CaD.od "Operation Sec Lor"'sl" i'bs overall 
~';"'-l',,3 is' to deny the ener.lY tho use of Delta VlatertlD¥'s to bl-ing in his lleapons, 
F:·.'· :·.~.:~;:.Jn. and supplies. The O')Ol'a1:.~.o!l brought togethor I'Ol' the first time. 
c:·:: ".:: ."r ·~;:o NaV',1 s three major QlJol'<lt:L'l,>' forces in ViotnCl:l -- our ONn "(iver 
L: ... '.::: ':"'oa-;;s, tho "Swift" boo.tsir:~.ch U~clly patrol the coc.sk1 ;:o.'~ors, md the 
C •• ;':··· ... Jl Boets (PEas) 11h1oh l.oc;,J chec!c on river traffic. 100!d11:~ for Viet 
c.,' ':'., L1G to Sl::ueele troops ond sup.,Jlios. 

"lese OlJel'atio11s rnnge over tho cnt1_1'C Delta. (lIld SOtlct:L.lles !:ee:9 our boats 
fY·~.Il,! theij," support ~hips fer 'H'oe!:s c.:c u ·~il1te. J~o.rly in the c~:r~")o.j.:"UsJ one 
C:':':,"·.!<'llcl Illld Comr.nmicc.tions Boat sot a :;:ecord of 42 c':'\Ys auc:y- f.·OIU Us support 

Ono of '::'he mo st successi'ul Cn::l')ci.()lS of "Sea Lords" bceru1 on Decenbor 6 when 
C!. l1l.lln~er of ow." bo~ts, .:!.CCOl":1p3l1iccl by PBRs, movod into D. co;,",tl1m:: of n.:lrrow" 
r.loa."1.QO:"'~1C l"ivers <1i thin 15 niles of Saie;on. Their puro.0se: to il1tert'ict enen:w. 
l"il0veJilent olon2 tilCSO river nppro.:'.cl~cs lCD.c1in!3 to South Vie~~Ctl1r S CCI.!Ji"cal city • 

. Colled uGiollt Sline:;shot," the CD.H)C\i(Jl is centered on the Vmll Go DOllf; River 
mld the Vm,l Co Tev River, 'lhich sl1ci~o 1:es'om:lI'd frolll a point soutll of Saieon, 
rosembline a e1mt 'ry". So fer, over 130 tons of cnenlY SUp')lies. ;1."\.,,0.011 along 
the riYal' ban!{s~ he.ve been el:lpturecl. In recent ,iOe!~S severcl. S'Gor:tes have 
C:;::>:gearec: nbout nGi.:mt Sline;shot" in lan;;Ol" !Jupers. 

II11ot11or sic:nificnnt event ,lhich Lleny of you may heve seen en TV about the 
2nd or 3rd of Februnry uas the turnover on 1 Februmy of the b.oats of River . 
Assault Division 91 to the Vietn:'y,leSO Havy. Th<l eeremony uas held c.lol1::;side the 
USS Ee11euah. nnd wes c':lvered by ABC, CDS~ and NBC. These. 25 boe.ts will be 
~erat,ed ·by their Vietnmnese creus' in tho I·Iakonr~ Del t(\ in tho SDIilC Cl"eas l·rhare 
~iver ,:1.ss.:'.tut. FlotiJ..la One operates. This tw:nover was in kee:jiae: uith our 
e;overnment I s ',Joliey to Crncluclly tum OV<3r mere md more of Oll!' equ:1.p:ll13n t to the 
VietnCl:!eSe Armed Forces. He ex:Jec-t -::'0 t..ttrr:1 over. t.10re bonts Ll"l the SUltIftlcr. For 
sme r;len 11110 hcve over nine months in cOllntry ai. the til:le t:-_oir bon'~s o:e turned 
ovel' t~.1is lIill Llean D.Il em'ly retUl."1.1 'i;o '.;he Stl1tos. Hany, houever, 11il1 be ro­
assi~ed to ether jobs. Soma nill re::lL'.in u:i:ch 1;he boats as cc':viS01'S '::'0 the 
Vio'i;l,1Qmese Navy. 



I Auards ceremonies are held preM;y frequentl;r out here in the Delta, and it 
was ,ilY ,,1easure to present a numbei.' o:f alrm'ds soon after comine: to the flotilla. 
Ow dee')est e.ppreciation is extended to ';;hese men -- mel aD. of the ''brown water" 
SailQl'S -- l1ho deily risk their lives il, su,"?pressin!,;Corrn;runist C[:p;ression in the 
Meleonp; Del te.. The me.rlced dedication rold enthusie.sm uith uhich our fine N avymen 
are perfOrlllil"lC; their difficult jobs brin3s credit to our ]l!evy c.nc~ our ]I! ation. 
They are ill men lie can :lus!;ly be ex:kencly proud of. 

There c.re some very disturbing re:~orts from some of our l,len concernine crank 
phone cclls to t:leir fnr.ri1ies by persons clairainr; to rc::>resent tll€! E avy. Usually 
the crmi.. stat.es that the Navyman he.s been seriously or fe.tuD,y il1jured. Let file 
emphasize thet is not the procedure my of the militoxy servicos use to notify 
foril~li es concornil1e casucl.ties. ~Jhen one of our men is seriously or fatclly injured, 
lfe 11oti:fy ';;>'0 Chief of Havcl. PersonDel ill ·Jashil1c;ton. His offioe then arranges 
fOl' a lkvy officicl. near the fcnily to :'lOlce a personsl visit ';;0 tho for,lily. After 
the visit, the Navy official notifies ';;he Chief of Hav/:'l Personnel the;; the initial 
con'~C\Ct lIi';;l1 the far.ri.ly has been ,"ado, :"nc: then tho Chief of Navel Personnel 
sonds e telee;rtlltl. The only individual uilo should ever contact a fnr.lily is the 

NmlY officiel uilo first notifies them, ~ porson. 

As t,V.0 Eobilc Riveril1e force berrlns it,s third year of operntions hare in the 
Meko112: Dolte., ·the 1ll010unt of knwlec1e;e 1'Ie have .e;nincd in Riveri..-lG ;Tarfare, the 
llci.'et1.scd efficioncy in firep01ior ill our n011er bouts, combj.ned lit th tl1e consistently 
!1ir;h celillor of ,',len .,ho operute t;,er,1 uiD. onsure the most successful :oo.j,od yet 
in elir,rl..i.1f'.:t.~w"lG '~lle threat of Corrl'tllnUSla fl"o~"l this area of Sout.h Vie·Q1~ll. 

nls [\ 10n2: nnd clifficult tnsk for cll of the men hero, but uhe11 itls done, 
1'Te cnn a.ll loolt bo.c!e >lith u e;ront SCllSG of· satisfaction and c.ccQ~lplisbment 
tIu:;;:' ue no.ve served our country 1'1011. 


