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CCJ;:.;IIA.'IDER RIV:;:R N3SAUL~' FLOTILLA OillE 

12 Mq 1969 

Dear Families and Friends of River Assault Flotillt> ONE: 

Before telling you of our activities, since the last "FJUiILYQR:\lf", I 
want to introduce myself. I am Captl'in ,r. G. NOH; on 27 i'lpreh I took 

'command of the Flotilla from Rear Admiral. Filliam.R.. F1tIN,"GJlN. For the 
preceding nine months I had commanded one, of the Flotilla's tm task 
groups, Group BRAVO, com)'lrising River Assault Squadrons 13 pnd 15 plus 
four larger cr8!t. All the Plotilla1s ships end boats have now been 
consolidl'ted into p single unit. Aided by the Flotilla staff, I direct 
its oper I'tions from our flagship, USS BENEFflH (APB-35 ) • 

The past months have been b~, pod, in these pages, I can only 
summerize our activities. As you IMi\'. know, we are turning over half of 
the Flotilla to the Vietnmese N8.VY. On Febrlll'lt'y 1 the red and yellow 
Vietnnnese ensign replaced the St~s cnd Stripes on the flagstaffs of 
River Division 91. RIVDIV 92 in turn is now training their Vie'lnamese 
counterparts, who will tp\{e over those bOlJts ear1:y next month. River 
Divisions 111 pnd 112 l'1ill follow Ipter j.n June. The Vietnanese are 
eeger, intelligent pupils nnd our crel1S are fine te~hers. Under their 
new officers and crews, the ex-RIVDIV 91 boats have performed splendid1:y. 
\lorking pnd fighting in close cooper.<tion, the U. S. and Vietnltllese 
craft pre carrying the river wrr to the enemy. 

In the me I'ntirne River Squadron 11 h"s been en irnportant element of 
the "Giant Slingshot" forces. Teamed with Swift Boats (PCFs) and River 
Patrol Bonts (PBRs), our River Assault Crait h,ve helped to seal the 
Vietnamese-Ca:robodiPl1 border. Patrolling and fighting plong the Van Co 
Dong pnd Vam Co TI';l' Rivers, these boats h..vc provonted encl1\V troops "nd 
supplies from repehing 1ho. western D.pproa(:hes to Saigon. IIGiant Slingshot", 
named for the resemblance of the two riv(lrs to the arms of a slingshot, 
hps become ono of the most succe~sful_n1"lal operptions of the l-rar. It 
h,ns been hprd, dompnding work which. left some of our bol'lts fND<T from home 
for pS much DS 72 d.;vs. Onl:y first-rllte" "Clln-doll boat creliS could hrvo 
operated and fought for so long without rest pod refit. 

Squadrons 13 rod 15 have boen'operf1i;ing farther south. During 
SILVER ~fAOE II, River Assault Squadron 1:1 craft spent three weeks in the 
Ca H,,"U Peninsula r<t. the southern.:tip of tho Hekong Dolta. In a region 
barred to flllied forces since 19153j·oUr I~rpft ~Torkedwith U. S. IISwift 
BOlltsll~ Vietnamese YlD.I'ines, I'Tld supporting ships of the Flotilla. 
Together they accomplished their tllsk of fixing, loc~ting, and destroying 
the Viet Congo Courpge and skill ~llowed the Allies to harass the enemy 
on his homo grounds. No longer c~n the YO find e safe refuge in the 
NPm Can Forest • 
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-------------_._------------------_.----,. 
Tha TrNin Rivers of Chuong Thien Province and tha U-Hinh Forest of 

Kien Giang Province saw RIVROll 15 in action. Penetrl'ting another VC 
stronghold, our bOets carried the VietnrllWSe Hl'rines on ~ f~ rpnging 
offensivG in enGnIy territory. Fierce enemy opposition did not prevent 
our bo~ts from completing their jQb. RDnlON 15 h~s been "on the line" 
continually since they re~ched VietnAlll ne:ll'ly () yenr ago, and their 
performence hI'S been uniformly excellent. 

The llavy h"s honored the Flotillll for its earlier periormmce by 
pw~ding it the Nnvy Unit Commcndt'tion. Gi~ing exccption~lly meritorious 
services from June 1967 through J muary 1968, the Corllmend,otion ro 2ds: 
IIBy thcir gnliantry in the f"ce of enemy "pposition, their dedict'ted 
zeal on behalf of a belellgUered people "nd their superlntive pcrfarr,lnnce 
as individuc.ls find as a teAlll, the officer" and men of River ASSAult 
Flotilla ONE upheld the highest trAditiom:3 of the United States N1'.val 
Service." 

Marry of us pre approaching the end of our tours in Vietnam. vle 
vimi' the proi3pect with mixed emotions -- as :the saying goes in country 
happinoso arid :-joy •. But llhen he leavos Tan Son Nhut pirport'?t tho end 
of hisyorrr, each man of the Flotilla cl'n expcri(Jnce !'!lother emotion: 
pride in a hard, da.ngerous job ,iell done. In tho mepntime plcBse keep 
your IGtters coming; mail call rem"ins tl1C most important call of all. 

Yours sincerely, 
'. 
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