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HE year 1974 opens with
7- a frantic campaign of
incitement to war very carefully
prepared by Satgon and Wash-
inglom.

On Januarvy 4 Nguyew Van
Thiew declared n Can Tho
(South Viet Nam) thal “here
will be no peace and no gencral
elections.” He even (hreatencd
to cancel the South Vietnamese
bipartite negolialions ab both
Tan Son Nhat and La Celle
Saint Cloud and ordered his
froops, ** setting all criticisms
at defiance,” to attach the
 PRG-controlled zone. *“ The war
is beginning agasn,” he cried.

On January 7 in Washing-
ton US Defence Secretary J.
Schlesinger echoed the South
Vietnamese puppet, stating that
should a new ‘'gemeral offen-
sive " take place in South Vet
Nant, Nixon might ask Congress
jor authority to mahe tise of
US tactical asrcraft to back the
Saigon army. The same kind
of threat has been many times
rveiterated subsequently.

On January 8, a Dentagon
mouthpiece informed the public
that ihe US.d was replacing the
Saigon army's -5 fighters
with jar more up-to-date F-5Es.
Sixty F-sEs were bound for
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Saigon, the Voice of America
disclosed. AP reporied that
another 100 planes of this Iype
will be supplied to Saigon in
the next two years.

What 1s new in these state-
ments 15 ot strictly speaking
thesy contents. Forced 1o sign
the Paris Aoreement q year ago,
Nixon and Thien hape used
very means al their disposal
in an atiempt o ‘gnore  the
realitv—recognized b y-the Agree-
meni—that there exist in Sout),
Viet Nawm two administrations,
two armies, two sones of con-
trol and three political forces.
Hence the conttnyous layd-
grabbing operations and the
ttensification  since COclobey
1973 of air vaids against places
lying deep in  the liberated
areas. In Saigon as well as i
maiy other  provinges, people
are being foid i dig trenches
and erect ramparts s0 as lo be
prepared jor q Sitpposed PL AF
§eneral attack ; in fact this 4y
J4sE @ psvwar trich and a pre-
paration for a yea] war.

Stnce the Siguing of the Varis
Agreement Nixon niniself and
is near collaboratoys have time
and again threatened a new atr
war against  the Vielnamese
ople, Reconnarssance flights

ver both North and Sonuth Viet
iy US adrerajt weye carried
i support of thay threat,
eius of thousands of American
militaryimen in civilian clothes
e remaining in South Vit
Nam or have  been freshly
tnlroduced, hundreds of planes,
tanks, ordnance pieces, a million
and half tons of weapons and
musitions  have been tllegally
supplied {0 Thien's army,

So what is wew in the recent
Latements of Saicon and Wash-
nglon is rather the cynicism
vitl which the war bolicy has
ow been overily declayed by
he top  officials of the fwo

administrations — and that,
only two or three weeks before
the fivst ann tversary of the Paris
Agreement. It stands to reasosn
that responsibility lies first and
foremost with the Nivon adwmin-
istration without whose consent
Thiew would not wventure to
ignore ihe implemenialion af
the Agreement,

The green light hos again
been given by Washingion and
Saigon may now engage in
fresh provocations and adven-
tures.

dn accord was arrived ay
between the [wo South Viet-
namese delegations at Tan Son
Nhat before the ot Festival on
the release of the yest of the
civilian and military Personnel
mentioned in the plan agreed
wpon on  July 1y, 1573,
Nevertheless, giving  absurd
reasons and laying douwn new
condilions, the Saigon delega-
tion went back on its word.
Indignation runs high among
the population and families of
prisoners who have been looking
forward tmpatienily to  the
relurir of their dear ones on the
occasion of dhe traditional Tot.

Meanwhile aty raids against
the liberated zome have peen
stepped up. On Janunary 11,
A-37s, in 57 sorties, bombed and
strafed the ICCS leam seat at
Duc Co, while others aliacked
Due Nghiep, one of the localities
chosen for the yelegse of captured
civilian and military personmel,

Thiew’s new wmaneurs in
the * Naitonal Assembly ' with
a view lo stremngthening  his
regime and making sure thay
he remains the sole instrument
of  Yankee  neo-colonialism
should be seen in the contert of
this bellicose policy. A three
point draft of amendment to
the < 1967 Constitution,”
which has been put forward by

him, aims af : 1) appoiniing
by the ' National Assembly "
of judges at the Supreme Court
S0 far nominaled by the body

prosecufors  and
barristers - 2) appointing by
the Ministry of the Intevior of
Province chiefs who, according
to the Constitidion, smust be
aected ; and 3), last but not
least, prolonging hy one year
the mandate (which until now
lasts  fouy years) of the
“ President of the Republic”
and making him eligible for
re-election.  The August 1973
partial  *“ clections”  provided
Thiew with a comfortable major-
ity of 168 out of 2IQ seats in
the Saigon ' Naiional Assem-
bly.” Consequently, on January
19, the amendment was passed
without difficully. Washingion
has  reajfirmed iis  choice :
Thieu, the sabotenr of the Paris
Agreement, must  remain in
power jor many years to defend
dAmerican interests,

of judges,

And yet, on January 4, Thieu
had to admit in Can Tho that
Jor him the < situalion is
getiing worse.” Indeed the land-
grabbing operations by the Sai-
gon avmy  have been dealt
vigorous  counter-blows. Eco-
nomically and poliically, things
are going from bad to worse,
While the Norih Vietnamese
people are enjoying their Tet
m peace, the shadow of war and
of economic crisis looms large
over the Saigon-controlled dne
of South Viet Nam.

Amevican  manaowvres  and
menaces — at a time when the
Uniled States iisel is beset with
immense difficulties— will cer-
tainly  not save the 1hien
regime [ neither  can they
inbimidate a people who has
wready  successfully opposed
the US war machine.

January 23, 1974
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ONE YEAR'S IMPLEMENTATION

of the Paris Agreement

on Viet Nam

Beiow are the main cowlents of the Jawmuary 1974 White Book
published by the DRVN Ministry of Foreign Afjairs:

PART ONE : TWO OPPOSING POLICIES IN THE IMPLEMENTATICN

OF

... On September 1, 1973, Pre-
mier Pham Van Dong of the
DRVN pointed out: “For the
Vietnamese people, for the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam and the Provi-
sional Revolutionary Government
of the Republic of South Viet
Nam, to strictly respect and

scrupulously implement the Paris -

PART TWO:

‘signatory parties,
-apply an important policy which

THE

THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIET

Agreement is not only to fulfil
the obiigation incumbent on us as
but also to

we have advocated.”
As for the US Government, it
has always opposed the imple-

mentation of many essential pro-
visions of the Agreement. It has

IMPLEMENTATION O©OF THE

NAM

tolerated and encouraged the
Saigon Administration’s violations
of the Agreement in order, step
by step, to erase the existence in
‘South Viet Nam of two adminis-
trations, two armies, two zones of
control and three political forces,
to impose US neo-celonialism on
South Viet Nam, and to perpe-
tuate the partition of Viet Nam.

PARIS AGREEMENT

ON VIET NAM OVER THE PAST YEAR

. Provisions already implemented

— The ending of the US war
of aggression against the Viet.
namese people in  both zomnes,
North and South, and the with-
drawal of the US expeditionary
corps from South Viet Nam.

— The Government of the RSVN
have returned to the United States

all captured US military personne!l
and foreign civilians, totalling 583
persons. The PRG has returned
5,016 captured and detained mili-
tary personnel of the Saigon Ad-
ministration. The U'S and Saigon
Administration side have returned
20,508 persons to the PRG.

Il. The United States and the Saigon Administration have been sys-
tematically viclating many essantial provisions of the Agreement

— The cease-five is wnot yel effec-
tive tn South Viel Naw

“The cease-fire does not mean the
end of the war,” declared Nguyen
Van Thieu, an hour before the
cease-fire went into effect. A plan

N 21 — February rg74

for the ¢ invasion of territory”
has been carried out by the
Saigon armed forces in four
stages: preparations, pre-cease-
fire actions, actions during the
ceasge-fire, and pest-cease-fire ac-
ticns.

From Janunary 28 to December
15, 1973, the Saigon Administra
tion committed 301,097 viclations,
consisting of:

_— 34260 land-grabbing opera-
tions {including 37 division-size
onesj;

-- 35,532 artillery shellings;

— 14,749 aerial bombardments
and reconnaissances ;

— 210,550 police and ¢ pacifi-
cation’’ operations. '

The PRG has judged it neces-

sary to punish severely the acte
of sabotage by the Saigen Admin’
istration against the cease-fire. *

(Continued on page 26)




I bnew

The Southern road,

The road which leads to  the frout.

I took the way of the sky,

The way that leads to the West,

From the seas of the Fast to the seas nf the North,

Awtunin

White with the wings of the sea-gnlls.
Birch woods golden with the fallen lepues.
I'm going, as if in darkuess awnd mist,
Fievce battles

With no shols fired.

Is theve anything new in the West ?
Yes, theve is night and day,

There is gold and the ivon hecl,
There is blood and icars,

There are wolves and hevces.

THEN COMRADES, COME, RALLY !
AND THE LAST FIGHT LET US FACFK...
I wmy long voad ihe song accow pasies rie,
The song of the Communisis.

Jur love is strongev than puns.

Thatever thev do,

m ocoming Lo you, [viends,

WE'LL GO OUR WAy !

1

In Hamburg joy today fills the port. (1)

Great looms the shadow of Thaelman f2)y the helwms-
man of the revelution.

Munich I've known, staunch and gentls,

A fragile seed (3) that yearus for itfe.

Frankfurt os aglow with light.

I goto Goethe's home in the night,

Not a candle.

Everywhere, © Beclhoven, youy music

Carries 1mc on the wings

Of Freedows and Courage.

What joy this autwmn worning
As the car [lies over the hlue-grev Rhine,
Taking me to Traves
To a man of another fime
Who becasnte mankind,
I bring greetings to you, Mary, so dear to our hearts !
Greater than all the genics,
You creafed light
And brought dawn io the earih.
o Viet Nam you bring victory, -
To each of us faith in us all.
*“ For a reason to live, be veady to sacrifice
your life 1" (4)
For you, life is immense love and noble cause.
Let mie sing your praise
With a wreath of golden chyysanthennms,
And a million wovds of gratitude.

(*) Poem written after a journey to the German
Federal Republic and Great Britain in November
1973, The author, Secretary of the Cemtral Commit-
tee, represented the Viet Nam Workers’ Party at
the Congresses of the Communist Parties of the
GFR and Great Britain.
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Ok, we knuvw thal in vowr hear! you're
From sorrows of your own and of us all.

stall suffering

Yeur native land still bears heavy chains,
Like Christ’s body pierced with criminal wails.

But it will come, the Dav of the Last fudgiient !
FEndless the singing of men's  conwsciences,
Endless the mwrmur of voung forces,
fike seeds sprouting under Lhe snow.

YOI DON'T WANT TO BE THE

ANV, BE THE HAMMER ! (5
Brothers and sisters! * Trotz allerdem ! (0)
Shoulder to shoulder, jorward !

“E

Tong is the struggle
Between us and them. Between hlood and gold,

The jlight crosses the sea, Ou London

The tog spreads iniv an inmense sadness.
Whence comes it 2 Perhaps it was akoavs 1ike this,
Fong centuries of twilight.

Along the paveent | watk

Amiddst the fumes of engines and shadows of hlack
. umbrellis,

Struggling for breath as if theve were no s;fr'y and
no wind,

The voad fades, jus! the yellow light of street lamps.

Tavjulfcr Square.

Old lious

Continue to dream their stony dvedms,

Bejore the Royal Palace

Liwu solemn cavaliers stand guard,

Ok, Shakespeare, if vou canie back among us,
Would the old tragadies bs any difjerent ?

We wish to compuse the sing of the Congrass,

The Hlissful sons of fomcorrow | the wind is rising,
The fog thins oul.

TURN BRITAIN LEFT ! {7)

We wish to write the sony of the cup of wine

Hot and fragrant, bitter and pungent,

I drink with you tonight, brother minars.

If vou dow’t want to be the coal, be the five !

Good-bye ! Our way leads towards howme,

I've been away loo long, 1F seewms,

A last look on the long road of wiist and swow,

Bui see! On the four horizons spring is already
bursting.

The secds that kave been sowm carry the new harvest,

Jov springs from the bosom of life.

In the Truong Son Range the way jorward has been

) blazed,
The way we go and which leads us fo all men...

TO HUU

Hanoi, January 1974
Translated from the Vietnamese.

{1) Congress of the West German Communist
Party.

(2) Leader of the German Communist Party, a
native of Hamburg. Murdered by Hitlerite fascists.

(3) An allusion to a militant review of the GFR
whose name suggests this idea in the Vietnamese
language (1r.).

{4) A quotation from Marx (I7.).

(5) A line from Gozthe.

(6) Famous words of Karl Liebnecht:
all comers 1"

v Against

(7) A slogan at the Congress of the British Com-
munist Party.

N* 21 — February 1974




ITH peace restored after

the signing of the January

27, 1973 PParis Agreement,

North Viet Nam has turned to

the work of healing tlie ruins ot
War.

Great efforts have been exerted
to remedy the immense destruc-
tion and many difficulties caused
by the bombardments and the
mining of ports.

>
* %

Particular stress has been laid
on the restoration of transport
and communications, a key sec-
tor, which bore the bLrunt of the
bombing attacks.

Only 23 days atter the signing
of the 1Paris Agreement, the Long
Bien bLridge, crossing the Red
River in Hanoi, was reopened to
traffic. Then hundreds of railway
or road bridges of different sizes
were repaired or rebuilt, Among
them were the bridges of Ham
Rong, Hoang Mai and Do Len on
the Hanoi - Vinh railway line, Phu
Luong and Lai Vuon the Hanoi—
Haiphong railway line, Duong,
Thi Cau and Viet Tri on the
Hanoi -- Dong Dang railway line.

On the main railway networks,
150 km of railway lines have been
relaid, 8,000 sq.m. of railway sta-
tions rebnilt, .the tclecommuni-
cation network re established and
=idings for parking locomniives and
wagons located ; asa result, trains
have already - resumed  almost
normal  services.

7oo km of highways have been
rebutlt or widened. Thanks to the

-

In industry, most of the major
enterprises were bombed, the hard-
est hit bDeing the power stations,

Llectricityis always the pricrity
Lranch with the most urgent need
for restoration. By as early as
April, the principal thermal power
stations (in  Hunoi, Haiphong,
Uong Bi) had been put back 1n
working order. Other therma;
power stations (in Vinh, Viet Tri

Geonomice Life in the DR VA

19773 HRST YEAR
OF ECONOMIC REHABILITATION

mine-clearing and dredging opera-
tions carried ocut simce the first
days of peace, river and sea ports
including Haiphong port have
been in service again,

In late 1473, the amount of
movement on the main network
of highways, railways and water-
ways, had essentially recovered
its 1971 figure. The tonnage of
transported goods increased by
30%, compared with 1464,

Thanh Hoa)and the Thac Ba hy-
dro electric stations started func-
tioning. The Ninh Birh thermal
power station completed most of
its infrastructure work. Some
new work has been carried out,
including the establishment of a
network of several hundred kilo-
metres of electric cables and
transformer posts, twenty of
which have a capacity of
150,000 kw, The 1973 production
of electricity surpassed that
of 1963.

Tn the {Juang Ninh region, which
was fiercely bombed, mine-clear-
mg has been carried out quickly
and in the main completed. In
the month of QOctober, the Mao
Khe open-cast mines and the
washing and sorting factories of
{‘ua Ong, Hong Gai and Vang
Banh resumed their operations.,

All the engineering works which
were evacuated during the bomb-
ing have been brought back to
their former locations and are
supplying agriculture and trans-
port with necessary materials,

The Long Bien bridge
being repaived

VIET NAM COURIER
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The Thai Nguyen Iron and
Steel Complex is now operating
two blast furnaces and a coloing
plant.

Chenrical industyy has increased
its prodoction by 10% compared
with 1g65 and the T.am Thao
Super-phosphate Plant, the Van
Dien Potassium Ilertilizer Plant,

the electric battery factories,
oxygen, acetyleme anrn  apatite
factories are now in  working

-order. The Ha Bac Nitrogenous
Fertilizer Plant has completed
its rebuilding work and will
start producing in 1974.

To meet the growing nced in

hilding  wmaterials, the brick
factories have raized  their
production capacity by 209,

compared to rg71. The Haiphong
Cement Plant, which was bombed
many times and 70% destroved,
has partly resumed production.

In light industry, the situation
has visibly improved and produc-
tion has resumed its normal
tempo in spite of great difficulties
in the supply of raw materials.
The Nam Dimh Textile Complex,
almost  totally  destroyed, has
rebuilt most of its workshops.,
The preduction of the ¢ March
87" Textile Mitt has returned to
its pre-bombing level. The Viet

Tri and Houng Van Thu
Paper AMiils, The Vun [Mem
and Viet Tri Sugar Relineries,
cigarette, soap and {ood-pro-
cessing  factories, rice-mills and
distilleries are {fanctioning
almost normaily to supply the

inarket with consutuer articles.

Regional  industry  has been
atrengthencd  as  an  important
complement of central industry

in the process of restoration and
can produce Loth the means of
production and consumer goods,
Production in Hanoi has increased
by 10Y%, compared with  1g70,
The other provinces have made
considerable progress. Handi-
crafts, with 3,000 reorganized
co-operatives,  hus  coniribated
greatly to the supply of the
internal and export market.

{0 1y73, agricwllive met with
great difficulties owing o
climatic hazards, After a goud
winter-spring  harvest {all the
targets set for acreage, vield,
ana production being exceeded),
great iyphoons in September
and Qctober following a prolonged
drought in  July and  August,
flooded 300,000 hectares in Nam
Ha and Hai Hung provinces and

N 21 — February 1674

Blochs of flats spring wp ancidst yice paddies

on the outskivis of

southern provinces. The
toth lunar month crop losses
were cons'derable @ cultivated
acreage accounted for only 86,29,
of the plan ; yield, g2.3%. and

in the

o
(AN

production, 80%. In former times
this situation would have been
catastrophic with the possibility
of famine affecting millions of
persons.

Despite  the scope of the
calamities, the damage was
limited thanks to the consol-
idation o©f the dykes and the
strengthening and improvement
of hydraulic works. By late
1973 . almost all the hydraulic
works bombed in 1972 includ:ng
those of Bai Thuong, BBac Hung
Hai and the {lear River had
been repaned- During the year,
tens of reservoirs and diesel or
electric pumping-stations were
Luilt, which made it possible
to irrigate 235,000 more hcctares,
and increase the acrrage where

wafter is under control
by 22,500 hectares, The
improvement of the combined

irrigation systems of Dan-Hoali-

Hanot

Tu and cof the Nhue river (Ha
Tay provinee), of Dong Hung
{Thai Binh provinee), An Thuy
and Vinh Iao {outskirts of
tHaiphong) allowed hundreds of

thoutands of lectares to  be
irrigated  and drained. The
consolidation and repair of

dvkes required ro million cubic
metres of earth.

1n regions mnot hit by typhoons,
the rice situation is better @
Thai Binh remains the foremost
province for its yields, obtain-
ing 5 tons of paddy per hec-
tare for the two yearly crops

on the  total acreage ; th(f.
suburban  districts of Hanoi
obtained 5.28 tons/ha and those

of Haipheng had a 9.3% increase
in the average vearly vield com-
pared with 1972 ; some provinces
of the mountainous areas have
succeeded for the first time in
exceeding the targets set for
acreage, yield and production of
the 10th - lunpar month crop. All
this has resunlted from the techni-
cal improvement carried sat for
vears in agriculture : seed varietics,
so1]  improvement...

Pig raising has made considera
ble progress with a 4.4% increas:
compared with the plan target
and ¢.19, compared with 1g72.
The  four 1major rice-growing
provinces-—Nam Ha, Thai Binh,
tixi Hung and Thanh Hoa —
each have a p'gherd of 500,000,
With  the total number of
sows having increascd by 20.49%
commpared with the plan target

(Continued on page 18)




LOWERKS walking—a little like
Macbeth’s forest—blossoming
twigs, bouquets held at arm’s

length moving along at the slow
pace of the crowd : shrubs of tiny
tangerines, branches of peach
blossom, chrysanthemums, camel-
lias, roses, larkspurs, orchids,
giadioli, French marigolds,

The polden radionce

uf the apricel-iree, the green

lewirs wp the wild wridiid

These kerald the coming of sprivg, the hevoie Ter®

dahlias, snap-dragoms, pansies,
nasturtiums... baskets on the
pavements, along the decorated
stands of a co-operative, and
makeshift stalls — a  ballet of
colours and scents, Day and night,
people are moving back and forth
in the streets of the flower market.
They laugh at everything, atl

SUAN THEY
Tet 1974

anything, a jostling, a dJazzling
fiower, a new bodice. Jov may be
a need, like rice.

Ve que — to return home ; to
your native village —is one of the
words most frequently heard dur-
ing Tet. The stations of buses

Along  street pavements old men
write pavallel verses in Deawtiful
characters on dark-red paper

VIET NAM COURIER
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bound for the provinces of the
Nurth are always crowded. The
railway station has recovered a
certain harmony — big awnings
and temporary frames have given

a shape to the main building
hlown off at Christmas 1972 by
B-52 bombs. Fe guz: day and

night, as the Festival draws near,
the approaches to the station look
like the starting line of a gigant.
tc cycle-rucing track just before
the whistle blows. Hundreds of
bikes are tined up along the
pavement and the middle of the
road all around the stution. They
afe Tegrouped in front of posters
bearing the names of the main
centres in the North. With their
luggage-carriers loaded with pack-
ages, they await the signal to
rush onto one of the many trainsg
ready to leave Hanot with goods
vans for bicycles. Familiar out-
lines around tl:ieLake of Restured
Sword are redrawn by thousands
of coloured buibs shining in the
night. The water throws hack and
redoubles the lights of the fest;-
val. Stages under the trees, high-
laund dauces, the long drawn-out
voice of a monochord amidst fire-
works and fire-crackers. On ane
side of the Lake are the gardens
of the Reuanification Club, The
prople sitting on the tiers arrived
two hours early so as not to miss
the songs and dances of their
southern provinces, Regrouped to
the North under the provisions
vl the Heneva Agreements, they
gather there, that evening, some-
times alone sometimes with their
village or hawmlet. Young men
crowd arcund the amusement
stands, People ure talkative apd
when they speak of their native
places, it is with nostalgia ang
various local uccents. Around the
Lake rises u concert of fire-crack.
ers which Brows increasingly
touder as the night advances. On
the water’s edge are pedclers
selling  ices, sweet drinks and
jujubes. Children, their throats
dried from the dust and the aerid
stocke of explusions, queus up,

Under an dHlumntnated tres, the
humped back of a trench. Og a
bulgiog carthwork a yourng man
15 squatting, his hauds Liangng
loosely before Lis knees, looking
down at the laughing, jostling
crowd below. On his forehead is
a snow-white band of mourning.

At each step, a Jdetonation, one

Ne 21— Febroary 1g74

bank echoes the other jn a choir
of thunder, rumbling and inces-
sant. As midnight sounds, the
noise is deafening with the ending
of the vyear of the Buftalo and
the cowing of the Tiger, the new

year: it is diffienit to hear the
loud-speakers, where the voice
of Uncle Ho is reading again
among the illuminated trees his
last Tet message. The bravest
ones hold a string of fire-crackers
at arm’s lengih ; they explode in
quick succession and you must

Floweis at Tet

not let go off the string until the
last moment. Some sannterers
jump at the bangs. Friends reas-
sure them with a pat on the
shoulder: ¢ These are the fire-
crackers of ireedom! They are
banned in Saigon "' Others strike
in, lavghing: ‘¢ They are afraid
they would camouflage the Viet
Cong machine-guns, '’ So here this
escalation of explosions is doing
a double job; they are tor people
down there!

A young woman with an infinite
tenderness in her eyes, _has a
little boy in her arms. She looks
at passers-by and the multicolour-
ed lights above the dark waters,
alone, with her child.., What cage
can break the Tet in a prisoner’s
heart?

“Cages  for men
who 15 the tigey
who ds the man? "

MIREILLE GANSEL
Hanoi, Tet 1974




JTet in Peace 1in

First

““The First Hurrah”

N January 25, at 4 p.m. —

a historic hour—the news of

the signing of the Paris
Agreement got through the barbed
wire of the blockhouses and the
walls ¢f the enceinte and reached
us, the 140 people detained in
Room A, a room reserved for most
of the +<die-hards, ' — that is
prople from various localities who
had refused to give in: ex-resist.
ance members, some of whom
aircady in their seventies, had
sprut eightecn years in jail ever
since  the establishment of the
fascist  Diem  regime, patriots
forcibly brought back from Thai-
iand, stadents, intellectuals and
aother members of the third force.

¢ Hurrah tor peace! Hurrah
for peace!”

Ouyr chests expanded and our
voices swelled as sur cheerfulness
and excitecrnent mounted. The
greund was too low ; we climbed
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onto the window-{rames; theyv
were still too low, we clambered
on the shoulders of our friends so
that our voices spread far and
wide, resounding, reverberating,
ready to lift off the roof of the
prison and break the heavy atmos-
phere of oppression and physical
and moral terror. Fach prisoner
wanted our greetings Lo the
trinmph of peace t¢ gush oul from
hell and mingle with the joyous
shouts of the whule Baigon, the
whole South Viet Num, the whole
country and the whole world:
 Hurrah for peace! " The cry
spread to the six rooms of the
men’s section, then reached the
women's section. Two thousand
victims, some of the hardest hit
by US aggression,were rising up
to hail the return of peace,

During the years of oppression
we had joined our feeble breaths
to shout out our opposition. Ifor
the first time now, hurrahs sprang

out from our chests to welcome
peace, prace on our beloved war-
torn land where enemy posts and
prisens had mmushroomerd.

As usuoal, the security apparatus
was put into gear and a sguadron
of policemen invaded the jail,
armed with ultra-rapid machine-
g ms, bludgeons, gas masks and
tear gas, oil ready to rush at us.
The torturers, trusties and prison
spies went to and fro brandishing
their clubs and hammer® DBat
today they were half-heated and
their morale evaporated in the
fire of our immense joy. For a
gquarter of an hour, onr thundering
voices threw them into confusion.
At last, Bui Thanh Tam, the direc-
tor of the prison, hesitatingly
made his appearance to give orders
to shoot ot those who dared to
hail peace. The warders, over-
whelmed, took fright. As for us, we
had bheen prepared [or that event
for days. A working committee
was formed to demand the imple-
mentation of the Agreement.
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New Year's Eve Party

U first concernwas to organ-
ize the celebrations of the et
of the Bulfalo, the first Tet in

peace. Every year,on thisoccasion,
two  thousand detainees would
receive as alms two voung buffa-
loes which could easily be put on
a Lambretta, but would atlow the
gaolers to charge two head of
cattle to the aczcount of US aid,
und pocket the money.

We wanted to enjoy Tet as free
men, On the morning ot Ja uary
23, we threw away the compul-
sory ulentity plates worn on our
clothes, refased to salate the Sai-
gon flug as usual and demanded
that all trusties and other scabs
leave our rooms. A prisoners’ com-

mittee was set  uap with two
resistance cadres as presi-
dent and  vice-president and

a student as seerelary. Seeing our
firm resclve, the pack of lackeys
who hat been hanging arcund
finally went awayv.

Then we got down to our work.
We crected an altar to the IFather-
land with a flag, flowers, a peace
dove cat from paper and u puper
background. The most ditficult
thing to make was the flag, but
we managesl 1t with bits and
pieces of blue, red and vellow
cloth accumulated from day to
day. Tt was only twenty centime-
tres long but it shone in oar
hearts. In order to organize sever-
al days of revels we set up a
managing committee to pool and
Jdistribote the gifts sent by fami-
lics. Luckily enough, that year
we received a much bigger quan-
tity of titbits than the previcus
Tets, enough for ten days of fes-
tivities, We demanded that the
prison beard allow us to  visit
comrades in other rooms during
Tet, ihe mere so because this Tet
wat held in peace. li not we
threatened to resort to violence.
After lengthy discussions, we
were given the right to  visit
detainees in the men's and wo-
men’s sections, Our prestige was
prowing., The top gaulers still
gave themselves ars but the un-
derstrappers could not conceal
their fear for the tuture, Some of

them cven saw us secretly to
plead  their cause und beg for
clemency.

On the eve of Tet we gathered
together to celebrate the passage
to the new year and sat chatting
al leisure in front of the altar,
I'rom time to  time, we would
stand op and sing

*Song of Union ' s¢ long un-
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iir chotrus the

heard. At exactly midnight, when
the bell rang out from a church
nearby, we solemnly celebrated
the coming of the New Year:
we saluted our flag then, turning
in the direction of the North, we
stood in silent tribate to the
memoty of Uncte Ho and all the
comrades killed on the battlefield
or in prison, all those who
had sacrificed their lives for us
to enjov, today, a Tet in peace.
Here and there was a smothered
sob at the thought of the dead,
above all of Uncle Ho, of those
absent on that day of npational
rejoicing. Enthosiasm  returned
with the committee speech extol-
ling the significance of the first
Tet in peace which marked the
triumph of our people, the with-
drawal of the Americans and the
recognition of our sovereign rights.
As a new vyear Dbegan, a great
longing for freedom swelled in our
hearts, the longing to return to
the struggie and complete the
mission cntrusted by our people.
At that precise mement, T strain-

ed my ears in the silence of the
night : there was no sound of
guns or bullets, but alca o
explosion of fire-cravkers, the
curfew remained in force, We
then wunderstood that cven if
peace had come the struggle had
not ended,

Nobody could slecp a wink
that night, at the thought of our
forthcoming visits 1 the men’'s
section.  How  magnificent  was
this festival of solularity, this
freeddom  to communicate  what
we had had to bary so long at
the bottom of our hearts | Fearing
that our tirme would he short, we
did not talk too long with anyone
bat passed  quickly {rom  one
verson to another, one subject to
another ; we became hoarse, out
of breath and exhausted, but who
would dream of complaining ¢

In the afternoon, a unicorn
dance group made a tour of all
the sections. Our hearts beat 1o
the rhythm of drum beats and
cymbals and we were transporied
with joy, happy to have recon
gyoered our place in the =ur,
AMong meit.

The Shadew of Peace

N the thitd day of the festi-
val, the gaolers banned all
outside visits. This was the

signal  for our first struggle
of the spring. The whole room
rushed out into the yard and
shouted at the top of their voice
“Allow visits and  supplies, ™
then as this was  persictently
refused @ Down with the admin-
istration which forbids  visits !
The armed police again rushed

into the area. But our argaments
won the day ! the soldiers lower-
the bul-
made

ed  their
lies and

weapons, and
other traitors

themselves scarce. The bhigwigs
who avoided meeting us, made
it known that the interdiction
was raised. As they gave in 1o
us, our prestige was greatly
enhanced ; we were supporied by
all the prisoners whaose shout
seemed about to bresk np the
prison walls,

We were again iree to celebrate
Tet. We inmates of Room A
had a goodd time for more than
ten davs: speeches, songs, story
tetling, poems=, plays all through
the night. We were greatly amused
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by the satire “‘American bnosses
and their lackey Ngayen Van
Thien " written and performed by
the students, We died of laugh-
ing at heartng Thica bewazil his
unenviable lot while Nixon was
trying to comfort him. Unexpected
spectators appeared from time:
warders, torturers, trusties and
others tike them. We should say
that during our traditional feast,
we did not leave them in the
lurch. We  gave them some of
the gifts of 1ood anl those they
recaived from the women’s warc
were worth thousands of piastres.
We wanted that Tet to have the
character of national concord
which is inherent in our people.

No sconer had the traditional
festival come to an end at Tan
Hiep than we thought of the forth-
comming  combat. On  February
4, 1in Roum A, we organized the
diffusion of the full text of the
Paris Agreement, which hud reach-
e in through secret channels,
and each of us carefully made a
copy of it. Later, back in the
iree zone I was able to check it
and found that it did snot differ
by a single comma from the offi-
cial text. Meanwhile, our deie-
gates asked for the diffusion of the
Agreement. After a first refucal
s:eing that they could not win
the ganlers resorted to a sordid
stratagem :  they stick the text
of the Agreement in the guard-
room it the middle of the prison
the last place we wonld ever
want to visit. Then we set upa
platfirm where all the speakers

stressed the viciory of our people
and our resolve to fight for the
implementation of the Agreement
and our own 1elease. It was the
first time in prison that | cried --
for juy.

Aswe hud foreseen, the cnemy
was (quick to recover Lis halance.
Ou Vebruary :3, he blocked up
Room A and deprived s of food
and drink. At g a.m, we shouted
our slogans which were tak ‘n up
by the other rooms. At 11 the
enemy gave in, but with an idea
at the back of his mind. 1n fact,
the following day, the ja:kal Bui
FThanh Tam, accompaunied by Tin
m charge of the security service,
camwe to tell us that as  political
prisoners had to he retarned, we
must clas=i{y ourselves into cate-
gories for an immediate regroup-
ment, We promised to reply to
them in the afterncon. Diamond
cut diamoend ; we left no stone
unturned to prepare for the fight:
we agreed to a regroupment, that
is t6 onr dispersal to other rooms
as we wanted to in order to serve
as core for the struggle and incite
the others to fight, Immediately,
the students, und over go other
detainees  were  transferred to
Hooms C and (i whiie the six
ex resistance members and emi-
grauts from Thailand remained
where they were. In the evening,
Rooms C and G had each set up a
committee and the following day
we all threw away our identity
piates and refused to salute the
Saigon flag: the enemy attacked
us the whole morning with blud-

geons and teawr gas, and as robo-
dy gave ia, at g a.m. they took
nine men including two of the
Saigon students to an unknown
destination with their eyes band-
aged and their hands bound behind
their back.

The struggle at Tan Hiep went
on, fiercer than ever, not only
against  the persecutions and
tortures which were little by
little exterminating the detainees
bat also against a new, no less
cruel attempt to liquidate the
political prisoners. But since
spring ry73, with the dawning
of peace, 4ll of us had risen up,
strengthened by the historic vic-
tory of our people. [t was precise-
Iy in the course of that strug-
gle that my resolution to jnin the
runks of the revolutionary com-
batants was  consolidated., At
the beginning of March, the
eneiny resorted to another trick ;
they ‘“released ' the ex-resistance
members in order to send us to
various localities where it would
be cusier to repress and even
liquidate us, It was on the way
to one of these that I escaped to
the liberated zone, One of iy
companions is still detained at
(Juang Ngai; as for the four
others T have no idea where they
are. The struggle is still going on
for these still detained at Tan
Hiep as well as for the zoo,000
others in South Vietnamese
prisons,

VU TIEN DUNG
(former political prisoner in
South Viet Nam)

FACTS AND EVENTS

Children Buried Alive

N November 18 and 2y, 1473, at Pho Phong
O village, Due Pho district, Quang Ngai prov-
ince, rmen of the 1<t Battalion, 5tk Regiment,
20d Infantry Division of the Saigon army, seized 6
clitidren: Nguyen Bang, aged 15; Nguyen Tu, 13;
Nguyen Thi Tuoi, r2; Nguyen Nam, 11; Nguven
L.ang, 12 ; and Nguyen Bac, 12. They forced those
children to climb up a wiee, tortured them and then
Luried them all alive.

This is not the only *“feat of arms®' of the divi-
stun. In more recent days, during their land-grab-
bing operations against the liberated village of
Pho An in the same district {December 7-18, 1973)
soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Regiment of this
division, seized and raped 27 women, including
Tran Thi Huu, 13 and Nguyen Thi Hoa, 8. At An
Thanh village, thoy ariested and raped Nguven 1l
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Nhu ; her mother, Nguyen Thi Thuan, who came
to her rescue was shot dead tugether with her daugh-
ter. Four children: Nguyen Ngoc, rz; Pham Son,
10; Pham Tu, », and Bui Sam, 7, were plunged
into water and then buried shoulder-deep in the
ground so as to force them to talk.

The My Luai case in (Quang Ngai, duriag the U'S
occupation, arcused great indignation among Amer-
icans and world people. American troops have
bren withdrawn but Saigon’s policy of repressing
the movewent for freedom and independence remains
unchanged, as are the measures for impiementing
thut policy. Massacres of civilians, buarning of hou--
ed, destruction of gardens and fields, plundering
of rice, are crimes committed daily throughout
South Viet Nam by the Nguyen Van Thien cligue.

VIEL NAM COUKLER
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/7 o
Seige
One Year After the
Signing of the Paris Agreement

N March 8, 1965 to the
blaring music of a military
band, the GIs of the US

expeditionary force landed on the
shore of Da Nang (South Viet
Nam). Eight years later, on March
29, 1973 at 4: 33 p.m. (Saigon
time) four-star General Weyand
held a flag-furling ceremony at
Tan Son Nhat airbase, the Penta-
gon Fast, HQ of the US com-
mand in South Viet Nam.

[t was a sultry afternoon.
General Weyand and Ambassador
Bunker together with American
officers representing the four arms
which bad taken part in the Viet
Nam war listened to a tape record-
ing of the US anthem. The
ceremony  lasted  only fifteen
minutes and one hour later the
Americans withdrew, under the
scrutinizing eves of DRVN and
PRG army officers.

The last Gls leaving Da
Nang aivbase under lhe su-
pevviston of the Four-Party
Joint Military Commission.

N 21 — February 19yg4

The War Apparatus Left Behind

Weyand's departure was requir-
ed wunder the Paris Agreement
which made it clear in Articee 4
that the US must end all military
involvement in South Viet Nam.
But in practice, though the (ls
have been repatriated, the whole
weaponry has been left in South
Viet Nam by the Americans.

Worse still they shipped large
quantities of war material to the
country just before the cease-fire
and have continued to do so all
through last year. None of the
military Dbases was dismantled as
stipnlated in the agreement and,
most important of all, a great
number of American personnel




were left behind who  tegeiler
with the newly introduced per-
fonnel total 2,000 men servirg
in such organs as DAQ, SAATO,
USAID and in the consulates and
consulates-general.  The US is
providing commanders and
instroctors to the Saigon armed
forces which now stand at 1.1
millien  soldiers  ard 25,000
pelicemen. Though the 1S is now
working more beliind the scenes,
this does not prevent the war
from continuing, somctinies at a
fierce tempo.

Whe has advocated that war
policy ? Thicu has Leen sh utingy
out threats, but everyone knows
that he .onid not do so without
Nixon's consent. A Saigon paper
spoke the mind of the Thicu clique
when it wrote: « They only wisl
to see the prolongation of the war.
The longer the fighting drags on,
the more it brings grist to their
mill.  They are  trailing after
forcigners to rake in ill-gotten
profits from the sweat and blaed
of their fellow-countrvamen over
the wreckuge of tanks wnd planes.
They long to see the resumption
of the war, because the homixs
and shells will bring them more
profit > (Dien Tiu, Februaiy 8,
1973).

Atagatlering attended by 6,000
civil servants on Avgust 1, fg973,
Tran Thien Khiem, Prime Minister
of the Saigon administration,
said ; < Don't let the Paris Agree-
ment shape the destiny of South
Viet Nam”» and, «Qur army

must e resolved to decide the
destiny of South Viet Nam." Og
August 5, 1y73  Thien advanced
his * Thice Noes ™ : « No peace,
no  demecratic hberties, 1o
national reconciliation and con-
cord.” Early in September 197 3
Khiem  declared: " The Paris
accord is worse thun g marriage

cert:ficate ** (Dien Tin, Septem-
ber 12, 1973). Meanwhile he gave
arders to the police to * eradicate
the enemny’s infrastructure ™ (Dan
Chu, Sepember 12, 1973).

On September 16, 1973, Thicu
ordered his army to intensify
attacks to annikilate ** Communist
bases, "’ Ulockade the ““liberated
areas ”” and launch ¢ preventive
strikes, ' thus rekindling
hostilities, On October
3% 1973, attacks were taunched
against the liberated areas. On
January 4, 1974, at Can Tha,
Thiew made it clear that ¢ ag
regatds military activities, [ ean
say that the war has been resum-
ed.””

A Shattered Economy

But in what conditions is Thien
trying to resume the war;
Mititarily, the US expeditionary
forces, mainstay of the Saigon
army, have been withdrawn, and
this withdrawal has left behind
serious economic con sequences,

There was a time when Saigon
was flooded with Hondas, TV-
fets, refrigerators, tape recorders
and other luxury goods supplied
by the PX shaps. in 1408, the
Gls spent over onc hillion pias-
tres a day in South Viet Nam,
But today that artificially induced
boom is definitely over and we
arc seeing the true face of an un-
productive society, impoverished
and exhausted by the war, Trang
Den wrote in its Nov. 14, 1973
issue:  The cconomy of this
countsy is l'ke the body of a drug
addict who appears to be healthy
when he is given an injection of
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heroin, is visibly weakened when
his dose is reduced, but when he
1s suddenly deprived the conse-
quences are unforseceable, ”

The two-year plan of “ post-war
rehabilitation and development **
is regarded by Nguyen Van Thien
4s a pinacea to *rTetrieve and
nermalize the living eonditions of
the war victims " and to ‘¢ restore
preduction. ** But he had to admit
on  August 2r, 1973 that *s At
present increasing difficulties have
cropped up in the political situa-
tion, and the economic and social
problems have also become more
difficult to solve.”” He spoke of
‘‘restoring production, ’  but
industrial and agricural produc-
tion bhas ground to a halt. For
instence, 1n the first six months
of 1973, the weaving branch saw
its production drop by 2,000 tons,
compared with the same period

of 1972. The production of sugar,
cigaicttes and soft drinks was also
in the same predicament. A stump
in production and galloping infla-
tion have of course led o the
continuing devaluation of the
piastre.  In 1955 the official
exchange rate was 35 piastres to
a dollar. On fanuary 3, 1974 this
rate was 560 piastres to a collar.
In 1973, the Saigon pinstre was
devalued ten times, and the prices
of all comunodities in the first ten
month= of the year went up by
100t z00%,, and even higher for
some primary goods. On  August
5+ 1073, three indispensable com-
modities saw their prices raized
by the Saigon administration :
rice went up by 55%., Sugar 6oY%,
and petrol 76%,. Of course, the
prices were still higher on the
black market. On November 2o,
1973, the oprice of petrol was
raised once more by another 507%,.
The prices of nearly all other
goods especially primary goods
jnmped up in the same proportion.
The continuously risirg price of
rice, which has become increas-
ingly scarce, causes sericus anxiety
for the Saigon population. Now
after the oil price rise, the
market price of ome hundred
kilograms of rice is 34,000 piastres
(as against 7,600 piastres per
100 kgs at the end of r1972)
{Doc Lap, Nov, 23, 1973). Nine
hundred other commodities in-
creased in price: “ Sugar 309,
{520 piastres per kilogram), milk
by 25 piastres a tin, edible oil
80% (by 600 piastres a tin)"’
(Cong Lwan, Dec. 1, 1973).

In 1973, Saigon imported 8o
million dollars’ worth of petrol
(Dien Tin, Nov. 5, 1973). After
the PLAF attack on the three big
fuel depots at Nha Be, there wasg
an acute shortage of oil, and 200
filling stations had to close down.
The energy crisis worsened.

In 1973, the Saigon budget def~
icit was 116 billion piastres (a
shortage of 78 billion was further
recorded at the end of the year);
and in 1974 the figure is 177
billion. Meanwhile, Nguyen Van
Thieu ohilurately gues on with the
war. In 1973, military expendi-
ture ate up more than half the
budget, and in 1974, out of the
630 billion piastres budgeted, 320
billion or more than half are
earmarked for military expendi-
ture. This does not include US
military aid. Ha Xuan Truong,
the Sajgon administration’s Minis-
ter of IFinance, admitted: * In
1973, to cover the budget expendi-
ture of 490 billion piastres (raised
afterwards to 510 billion) the GVN
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had 109 billion or 30% Irom taxes,
140 bilifon from foreign aid, or
20%, and 100 billion, or 32%.
from inflation.”

Anticipated at 160 billion. in
June 1973 inflation ran to 240
bhillion pastres, or nearly 50% of
the budget (this ceficit did not
include 6o billions of public debts).
From 51 billion in January 1966,
the monev in circulation had
seven years later (in January 1973)
risen to zo2.8 billion or 4 tunes
more. From zoc willien in 1972,
Saigon’s foreign currency reserves
had dropperd to 100 million dellars
in 1973, After the withdrawal of
the (is, the currency exchanged
by the US Department of Defense
with the Thicu administration in
1973 amounted to 130 million dol-
lars or foo milllon less than 1n

I1972.

Thicu hoped to see US aid
increased. But his trip to Wash-
ington in April 1973 was disap-
pointing to him. Nixon was
entangled in the Watergate scan-
dal, a gloomy economic situation
was prevailing in the US and many
congressmen were afraid of anoth-
er involvement in Viet Nam
consequently US aid did not exceed
260 million Jollars in the 1973—
1974 fiscal year as against 500
miltion in 1972 (Dai Dan Toc, Nov.
22, 1973)- In West European coun-
tries Thien fared no better. He
was ragarded as ‘'an uninvited
guest . About Thieu’s trip, MP
Pham Van Tan remarked: ¢ Never
has such an ignominious page
been written in the diplomatic
history of the Vietnamese people "
{Statement made before the ¢ Sai-
gon Senate " on April 18, 1973).
The aid granted by France was
derisory, that of Japan was only
on paper, while the ¢ Asian De-
velopment RBank ’ has d¢one noth-
ing for Saigon.

As foreign aid could not offsct the
budget deficit, Thicu resorted tothe
selling dirt cheap of the country’s
natural resources. I'irst, he grant-
ed prospecting tights to Ameri-
can, Japanese and Canadian com-
panies for 16.6 million dollars. He
also invited foreign companies to
make investments on favourable
terms, but obtained only 6 million
dollars which exist only on paper,
as in the present circumstances,
nobody is {oolish enough to sink
monev in  business ventures in
South Viet Nam.

Thieu then tried another solu-
tion : running gambling dens and
brothels. This is now part of
his #«State policy .’ In this con-
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nection Diesn Tin wrote on July
26, 1g73: © The Ministries of
Social  Welfare, Planning and
Finance have worked out regala-
tions to malee tenders for the con-
struction of international amuse-
ment centres with gambling of
all kinds from tossing coins to
roulette,” '

But this ‘¢ State polivy " brings
nothing good to the Saigon econo-
my aud finances. Tax increase and
inflation remain the principal

means of robbing the people. Since
the beginning of 1g73. &ll taxes
have gone up : shop tax, licence,
income tax (by 3 times), tax on
(15 times)

transport and other

taxes, such as printing tax, from
2 to 40 times, {Tin Sang, April 21,
1973). Many industrial and com-
mercial firms have gone bankrupt
such as the * Tin wughia Credit
Bank ’’ (closed on April 27, 1973)
and the dipha Film Company
fclosed on April 27). Taxes also
strike wage-earners: workers pay
20%, and civil servants 15% of
their wages. On July 1, 1973, the
Saigon administration created a
new value added tax which hit
all commodities and all sections

of the population. According to
the Saigon press, within 4o days
VAT had robbed the townspeople
of 3.2 billion piastres.

As the opposition to VAT reach-
ed its peaks, on August g, 1973,
the Saigon administration stopped
collecting that tax from a number
of activities such as: small indus-
tries, agriculture, transport, edu-
cation, health service and social
welfare, the press... and therefore
lost a good part of the 7o billion
piastres expected  from the
taxation.

According to the Saigon papers,
on November 22, 1973, Thieu
increased the equalization tax on
200 imported articles. On Novem-
ber 27, 1973 Dai Dan Tos wrote:
«The new equalization tax is to
supersede the devilish VAT -and
theé taxes on landed properties
{houses, gardens, ricefields). The
inhabitants are like moribund
patients exhausted by taxes and
the price hike.’’

In 1973 Thien collected 126
billion piastres from taxes and in
1974 he contemplates a revenue
of 247 billion, * The higher the
taxes, the more the money the
[Thieu] administration gets to
serve its war purpose; the mote
hungry the people, the more
money the administration has to
squander... But man’s endurance
has a limit. To what extent can
our people's forbearance be strain-
ed?’ (Bulletiu No. 1t released
in Saigon by a group of Saigon
MPs).

A Declining Society

With his ‘¢ reconstruction prog-
ramme’’ Thiecu promised jobs to
the workers. This is an empty
promise. After the withdrawal of
the GIs 1oo,no0 employees of
American firms and offices were
out of a job. The enterprises of
construction and repairof build-
ings to be let to the Yankees
saw their income sink to the
lowest point, and tens of thou-
sands of bricklayers and carpen-
ters were thrown out of employ-
ment. As the volume of goods
handled has diminished, tens of
thousands of dockers are now idle.
The closing of night clubs,
dancinrg-halls, Turkish bathrocms
has thrown tens of thousands of
barmatds and hostesses out into
the streets. Meanwhile the jobless
workers have not been able to
return to their native villages

because the war was continuing
As a result of Thieu’s policy, over
one million peasants are penned
up in **settlement centres'’ and
¢ refugee camps *’ where they live
on government allowances.

The rank of jobless=people is
swollen by the war invalids from
various battlefronts, totalling
< gver two million *’ according to
Dai Dan Toc of September Ig,
1973. But Dien Tin of September
27 quoted the Saigon authorities
as saying that ¢ The figure is in
fact higher. ” On January 2,
1974, Saigon newspapers report-
ed that in industry, there is a
40%, unemployment as a result of
the energy crisis. Some basic
industries such as the manufactur-
ing of cloth, soap and rubber
affected by the recent import ban,
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are contemplating th~ dismissal
of 30%, of their workers after Tet,.
Thus to the present two millien
workers laid off will he added
hundreds of thousands of others,
““The unemploymeant which pre-
vails at present is not temporary
as some pecple believe, Lut prgst
last a long tuue " Dai Daw Too,
Aungust 7, 1g73).

Today, to find a jon, any job,
in Saigon or other sities 1 Sourh
Viet Nam, is a2 problem. What can
these jobless do? Thousands of
them display their small piles of
wares on the sidewalks for sale,
Others hire themselves az carrers
or porters and will do anv wark
to earn their living. One door is
wide open to them : the army.

Theft, hoid-ups, prostitutisn,
drug addicticn, heggary, cormp-
tion, etc., these are no . major
social scourges, Visiting Saigon,
a foreign jouraalist said: “While
yesterday Saigon was regarded as
the <Paris of the East’ or the
‘Pear] of the Far Kast’ it is today
the city of disgust. [ts slums are
tull of destitute people who live
on the heaps of garbage piled up
along  the sidewalks, What g
ghastly sight ! {Reportage on
Sawon in  Life in
Poland)

Warsamw,

“I3eggary,  thelt, corraption,
hold-aps, blackmail, kidnapping
and murder, are common, AMany
of the youth and adolescents have
been forced to give up their stud-
les and to fire themselves as
servants  or become prostituates.
Mothers leave  their new.born
babies on the pavement, Whele
famnilies commit suicide by pai-
son... In the chaotiz sozicty of
Saigon the gap hetween the rich
and the poor is wider than ever
before”  (Gio  3Moi, Ualletin o
Victnamese regidents in Paris,
Sept. 8, 1973).

Here is what Dai Dan T (Sai-
gonj wrote on Dec.s, 1973 about
the corruption of the vouth in
the South :
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“The number of juvenile  de-

lirjuents is constiantly increasing :
an cight-yearald kid in rags and

Fascization of

Wihat Thien dislikes most in
the heritage left by the Ameri-
rans 15 the Paris Agreement
which rules that the domestic
affairs of South Viet Nam should
be settled on the basis of the
existence of two administrations,
twe armies, two zones of control
and three political forces., The
accord  also stipulates that the
two sides should ensaure democrat-
ic liberties aund the release of
civilian  detainees.  Ajl this is
unacceptable to Thieu.

To ensure democratic libertjes
means that “the population may
move freely between the two
zones of control.., and this means
a total disintegration of President
Thieu's rank<" (1} No woneder
that while “one of the two South
Vietnamese parties does its best to
popularize the full text of the
agreement by all possible means,

‘the other is reluctant to make it

public and keeps distorting the
facts.” (2) “One can say at once
which side wilt benefit and which
side will be harmed by the strict
implementation of the Paris Agree-
menpt. "’ {3}

Qne day before the siguing of
the Paris Agreement, Thicu said :
“*As for all our affairs, laws, and
administration, we will do exa ctly
as in the past, nothing is chang-
ed...””  Without any more ado
he saddied the population under
his sway with fascist decree-laws

tatters, knows how i epeak into
the crowd to pick pockets; anoth-
Fr one, 12, as pale as death,
with a haggard look and tousled
hair, yawns his head off, for lack
of drugs ; a third one, only 13, in
tatters, steals 20 fggs in the
middle of the market.., All that
is painful to look at, Many chil-
dren who are hiving with their
familics  have also hecorne delin-
quents because they are too ponr,
deprived of edueation and have
been corrupted by other children,’'

Political Life

contrary tn the accord, Imme.
diately after the agreement was
sfgned, Thieu issued decrees allow-
ing military courts te try civil-
1an cases and declared 4 ‘r state
of emergency " whieh allowed his
men to shoot dead on the spot any
man they chose. In March 1973,
he speeded up the “pacification’’
brogramme to “‘purge’” and ar.
rest people. He sent policemen
to the poorer districts of the
city to take photographs of the
inhabitants, make records on indi-
viduals and families, set up watch.
towers and  arganize “peaple’s
self-defence” in order to keep
close watch on the inhabitants,
force them to hoist the three-
stripe {lag, to paint these colours
on their dwellings, to write on
their doors anti-Communist slo-
gans. With regard to government
services, Thieu thas issued a
decree law on eight securilv
measures which are in fact repres-
sive and  preventive Imeasures,
With  regard to the business
enterprises, he has instructed
their owners to require from their
workers three declarations on
their personal records, to sack
the * blemished ~ ones, and for
sarveillance he has posted his
own men disguised as workers.

On May 12, 1973, four months
after the coming intn force of the
Paris Agreement, Thieu signed
Decree-law oz0 to set up “‘security
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committees ©' which are nothing
but organizatiens for assassina-
tion and terrorism. “The so-call-
ed Security Committees which
are maintained are empowered to
arrest or deport those regardei as
dangerous for the Saigon admini-
stration, without any evidence
or condemnation by a tribunal or
a juridical organ. The duration
of deportation ordered by these
committees is two years but can
be indefinitly renewed. I'reednm
of association, freedom of organi-
zation, freedom of politieal
activities — all these are simply
ignored by Thieu's administration,
To cross over to the areas under
PRG control for a visit to parents,
or to look after the ancestors’
tombs, is a crime’ (llot [Dien
review, June rg73).

To quell the resistance of the
population, Thieu has launched
large-scale mopping-up operations
codenammed “For the people,”
“Troth,” ‘“i'he Road to Free-
dom."” In each of these operations,
hundreds of persons were killed,
tens of thousands of others arrest-
ed. According to the Saigon press
in the ten days after the signing
of the Joint Communiqué (from
June 15 to 25, 1973), the Saigon
administration carried out nearly
2,000 pulice operations, purged
over 60,000 persons, tortured and
apprehended hundreds of others.
On july 15, 1973 alone, 195
raids  were marde during which
45,902 peopic were arrested.

Since the beginning of Decem-
ber 1973, the Sajgon administia-
tion has stepped up these opera-
tions to repress the population 1in
various districts of Saigon. [n
Phuopg Kach Ong (8th District),
in the first ten days of DDecember
a dozen company-sized  polige
ratds were carried out.

Itis not only the masses but
also all the political parties who
are regarded by Thieu as his
cenemies. And so he has left noth-
ing andone which could help him
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to cling to his president’s seat.
On February 23, 1973, he set up
the “Popuilar Tront for Peace ani
the Right to National Self-Deter-
mination.” Over one month later,
he created the “Democcratic
Party” led by him. At the found-
ing session he cdeclared : * The
Democratic Party is the harome-
ter  of anti-Communism.” He
compels everybody to join the
Party and show loyalty to the
regime, and he threatens to dis-
miss or transfer those who refuse
to do so, ‘The inhabitants and
civil servants or military men
who want to enjoy privileges and
to he immune from threats and
terror have to join the Democrat-
ic Party *' (Deoi Dien, June 1973,
On May 16, 1973, the Saigon
Ministry of the Interior issued a
decree banning 26 political parties
in South Viet Nam. On July 10,
1573 Thiea launched an *adminis-
trative revelution™ to militarize
the civil servants and also to
di~card those who are not to his
liking. Besides, he dismissed
many generals and field officers,
and ccmpelled them to resign
or hrought them up for trial
before a  military court on
charges of ** corruption’” or *fin-
efficiency. * Many civil servants
sufferecd the same fate.

In Avgust 1973, Thieu held
* partial elections ’ to the Saigon
“Sepate” to renew one-half of
that body, with the aim of ousting
those who did not sce eyve toeye
with him and putting in his own
men. This is a manmuvre to pave
the way for his third five ycar
presidential term. To this end, on
January 19, I974, he had a dralt

Unavoidable

One vear has passed since the
signing of the Pans Agreement.
A review of the activities of the
Saigon administration in 1973
shows that Thicu was right when
e said on january 13, 1973

The Nha Be oil depot near Sdi-
gos shelled by PILAF ariillery :
140,000 fons of fuel went afr in
flanies.

amendment to the Constitution
passed by a National Assembly
mostly made wp of niembers who
are at his beck and call.

Disintegration
““If the Awericans let us down it
will be the end, the real end, and

there will be nothing left to say.”

Even if the Americans do not let
him dewn, Thieu must e aware
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of his shaky position. He is being
submerged httle by little Ly a
human sea which has been surging
up after the signing of the Paris
accord. Thieu's * land-grabbing ’’
plan financed and directed by
Americans has suffered scvere
setbacks, In less than oune year,
240,000 Saigon troops were put
out of action. Encroaching and
r pacification ** operations - were
duly punished even at their staging
bases—the airbase at Bien Hoa,
the petrol depots at Nha Be and
Long Binh and the Pleiku ammu-
nition dumps. The Saigon troops’
morale is sagging: anti-war dem-
onstrations and mutinies were
frequent in 1073. According to
still ircomplete figures, within ten
months 140,600 men defected
individually or collectively.

In the countrgside and the
periphery of the towns.undcr Sai-
gon control, the inhabitants have
been fighting against heavy taxa-
tion, looting and exploitation,
for freedom of movement, and
permission to réturn to their na-
tive villages, against crime, forced
enlistment in the army-and regroup-
ment and for the return of the

soldiers to their families, for peace
and national concord.

The townsfolk are also fighting
for their immediate interests.
Workers are striking for wage
increases and supplies of rice and
against sacking. They belong to
various branches: railways, water
and electricity, fuel, the docks,
road transport and the airways,
the car industry, factories for can-
ned {cods, batteries, textiles, rub-
ber and fertilizers, hospitals, and
even IDAOQ  office. Traders and
petty officials fight against taxes
and prices. The intellectuals, well-
known personalilies, civil servants
armymen, journalists, artists and
even MPs arc drawn into the

S
‘*k

struggle. Slogans have been dis-
played during many demonstra-
tions demanding the implementa-
tion of democratic liberties, peace
and national concord and protest-
ing against the fascization of the
administration. Many actions have
been crowned with success: the
railway workers obtained payment
of 160 mitlion piastres owed to
them since rg7o, the guarantee of
a minimum salary and the release
of 21 trade-union cadres ; the mass
movement has compelled Thieu
to suppress VAT in some scctors;
Mme Ngo Ba Thanh has been
released, etc. These initial suc-
cesses are a good start for the com-
ing development of the struggle of
the urban population.

The Thieu administration is still
there. But the factors leading to
its disintegration and collapse are
increasing with every passing day.

THANH NAM

{1), {2}, {3) Violations of Peace,
published on Nov. 1, 1973 in Paris
by deputy Ngo Cong Duc.

(Continued from page 7)

and 17.2%, compared to 1972, the
structure of the herd hasgraduoally
changed. The weight of pigs has
also been raised by ¢.5% on an
average. Family pig-breeding, still

rthe main sector with an 8.1%
increase in the number of pigs
over 1972, has known @ certain
development: in 1973, 85% of

the peasant houschelds raised 1.5
pigs on average ecach. Co-operative
breeding in 1g provinces has in-
creased Dby 8.5%, compared with
last year. These results will help
livestuck-breeding modernize itself
and progressively Dbecome an
activity independent of cultiva-
tion. Immediately 7,000 more tons
of meat have been supplied to
the market than in 1g7z,

In State farms, land reclamation
and the bringing of new land
under cultivation have been cifri-
edd ont over wide areas. I5,000
more hectares have already been
reserved for perennial industrial
crops: coffee, tea, pineapple,
mulberry and orange. ’

people’s living
one of the
of the

To imtproiz lhe
standard 1s always
fundamental objectives
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Economic Life

regime. In this field, the task is

most difficult as demographic
growth is high. However, the
State is trying to restrict the

people's privations as much as
possible. Beside the regular supply
of foodstuffs and other daily consu-
mer articles, housing constitutes
a crucial and urgent problem.
Apart from the damaged houses
which "have been repaired, the
town and province administrations
have built 400,000 sq.in. of thatch
houses and 60,000 sq.m. of brick
houses (including ' 10,000 sq.m.
of prefabricated multi-storeyed
houses). These figures do not take
into account houses built by the
people themselves,

Attenticn has also been given
to the training of skilled work-
ers and technical and mana-
gerial ¢adres: in 1973 the
number of workers recruited into
professional schools increased by
50%, compared with 1972,

The improvement of eoonomic

in the DRVN

management which was interrupted
in tgy2 has been resumed in
industrial enterprises, handicraft
co-operatives and agricultural co-
operatives with a view to stabiliz-
ing and putting in order produc-
tion upset by the war.

It should bLe noted that edwuca-
tion and cultural life continued to
develop during the war; for a
year now they have made even
more rapid progress.

Considering the se;mingiy insur:
mountable obstacles (the scope o
destructions, the shortage of raw
materials, power, fuel, equipment,
skilled workers, technique...) the
results obtained in 1973 in econom-
ic rehabilitation are encouraging.
Much remains to be done but
those first successes constitute a
starting-point of great importance
and make it possible for national
reconstruction to progress at a
quicker tempo in the years to
come.

YU QUQC TUAN
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FACTS AND EVENTS

Obstacles to the Formation of the Provisional
National Union Government in Laos

1

HE Vientiane Agreement on Laos was signed on
T I'ebruary 21, t973. More than six months later,
the Profocol was also signed (Sept. 14, 1973)
The provisions of the cease-fire order have largely
been carried ont. In mid-December, the patriotic
forces’ men and material weére sent to Vientiane and
Luang Prabang to put into effect the neutralization
of these two cities. A Central Joint Commission for
the implementation of the Agreement was set up and
its programme of action has been agreed upon.

However, the implementation of many provisions
of the Agreement and of the Protocol has been
carried out siowly and incompletely.

The Vientiane troops, aided and abetted by the
United States, have lunnched many nibbling attacks
against the liberated areas in Xieng Khooang, Khum
Muoane, Savannakhet, Siravane and the North-Wet

of Taos.

U3 planes have been carrying out reconnaissance
flights over Lao territory and the Americans are
still supplying war material to the Vientiane side
and maintaining in T.aos 20 battalions of Thai troops
integrated among the Lao troops or simply disguised
under the label of Vientiane army units,

The neutralization of Vientiane and TLuang Pra-
Lang, a prerequisite {or the formation of the Provi-
siona} National Union Government and the National
Chalition Political Council, has met with numerous
obstacles caused by the Vientiane side,

The Patriotic Forces’ military and police forces
have been sent to Vientiane and L.uang Frabang,
but they have not yet been provided with adequate
working conditions and in fact, they have been
virtually encircled bLy the much iarger Vientiane
armed forces including armed forces and organiza-
tions not recognized by the Vientiane Agreement and
the Protocol. They have often been provoked by
T-25 and [.-1g planes taking off from airbases in
these two cities and by Vientiane psvwar agents.

The Vientiane sicle even arguaes that the Patriotic
Forces’ military and police units in Vientiane and
Luang Prabang have only the tazk of protecting the
representatives of the Sam Neua side in the Pro-
visional Natiopal Union Government and the Na-
tional Coalbition Pelitical Council, when according
to the Protocol these forces are to take part in
maintaining order and security in the two cities.
Prince Souvanna Phouma has demanded many times
that the Patrintic Forces send tmmmediately a list of
the proposed Alinisters amd Vice Ministers of the
Provisionai National Union Government and mem-

N° 21 — T'ehruary 1974

bers of the National Coalition Political Council. He
considers the picsence of the Diplomatic Corps, the
1CCS members and foreign newsmen as an important
guarantee for their security in these two cities. But
experience from the formation of the previous Na-
tional Coneord Governments (Ius7 and 1963-1904)
has shopvn  that the presence of  foreigners,
whether diplomats, ICCS members or newsmen,
cannnt prevent sabotage activities by reactionary
elements inside or outside the country an:d some
forcigners have even helped the extreme rightists in
their sabotage activities, It was for these reasons
that the newly signed documents have laid emphasis
on concrete measurcs for ensuring the genuine neutral-
ization of the {wo cities so that they would not be
under the sole control of cither side, and the normal
work of the Provisional National Union Government
aml the WNational Coalition Political Council. As
long as these measures have not heen carried out,
the discussion for the setting up of these two organs
cannot enter into details. Certainly, nobody on the
Patriotic sule wants to suffer the {ate of Mr Quinim
Pholsena, a neutralist patrictic Foreign Minister who
was assassinated on April 1, 1963 in the rightist-
controlled city of Vientiane.

As the two stdes in Laos wre ¢n an equal footing
one side cannot demand that the other submit a list
of its own people as mentioned above. It is also
possible that once in possession of the list provided
by the Sam Neua side, Vientiane would declare that
the Provisional National Linion Government and the
National Coalition Political Council have heen set
up, 50 as to mislead public opinion at home and

abroad,

The good will of the USand the Vienuane side in
the settlement of the Lao problem and the formation
of the Provisiopal National Union Government
and the National Coalition Tolitical Council will
be gauged by their attitude in carrying out the:
genuine neutralization of the two cities of Vientiane

and Luang Prabang,
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FACTS AND EVENTS

Like Its

N December 22, 1973

O Phnom Penh High Com-

mand disclosed that there
had been a big robbery. The cul-
prits were none other than a score
of officers und NCOs, Their i1l-got-
ten gains — copper shells — had
been sold and the sum divided
and put in the offenders’ pockets.
The ringleaders, who included
General Takeo and two colonels
commanding the IKXoh Kong and
Kampot military sub-sectors re-
apectively, wrre degraded and the
rest, subordinate officers and
NCOs, taken into custody.

This is just one affair, which
Las been publicly made known.
in fact theft and contraband are
routine occupations among the
high-ranking officials of the Com-
hodian puppert administration.

Recently there was the affair
of the Phnom [’enh army's
“ phantom soldiers * who existed
only on the paylists, Thanks to
those < suldiers’’ lots of officers
led a luxurions life and many
subordinate officers with a_ low
pay, about 10,000 riels a month
{under 30 collars, according to
the current exchange rate in
Phnom Penh), becamc owners of
million-riel Mercedés. Others put
their real saldiers’ pay in their
pockets or delayed the payment

Forthcoming

ANTHOLOGIE DE LA
VIETNAMIENNE

LITTERATURE

(Tome 11)

Editions en langu~s étrangéres — Hanoi, 1973

*

What the critics said about Velume | :

* (Une of) the
wnderstanding

four

translated tevis... Along

books of most help in
the determination of a nation...
The land aud people of Viet Nam,its masters and
its invad vs come to life in these beanulifully
the cenluries d

Shadow

three ot four months so as to use
it for their own expenzes. This
has aroused many protests among
the puppet army.

Meanwhile the heads of the civil
service have not beerf sitting idly
by: Keng Keng, ex-Minister of
the Econemy (in tg72), embezzled
millions »f riels from US aid, Kim
Hong, Qung Hiem and Um Tram-
pech, in charge of collecting tax
in Phnom Penh, pocketed 56 mil-
lion risls trom the tg71-1972 land
tax of the city.

The Phnom Penh leaders have
been compelled to penalize the
most scandalous cases, sometimes
using this as an opportunity to
purge their opponents. Certainly
this does not mean that they are
honest men. For instance: /P!
revealed on March 13, 1973 that
the wife of (General J.on Non, Lon
Nol’s sister-in-law, had tranferred
g2 million dollars taken from US
aid to a foreign bank. The Phnom
Penh daily which revealed this
was closed down.

Theft, smuggling, bribery, etc.,
are not only rampant in Phnom
Penh.

In Saigon, ‘ Vice-President "’
Tran Van Huong has admitted
that < civil servants at central as
well as regional level vie with

each other in the filth of embez-
zlement... tax-collectors pocket
the public money... the security
forces, accustomed to swindling
and embezzlement,tiy by all means
to bring about difficulties for the
peaple ' (Satgon Radio, Feb. g,
1g72). And General Ngo Dzu’s
scandalons smuggling activities,
Defence Minister Nguyen Van Vy's
rmbezzlement of the savings-
bank and army aid relief, are
obvious to everybhody.

in Bangkok a special commis-
sion, set up on November 10, 1973
ater the overthrowing of Thanom
Praphas' cabinet, revealed that
Thanom Kittikachorn, his son
Narong Kittikachorn, and Praphas
Charusathien have some z17.01
million bahis (equal to 10.750 mil-
lion dollars) in the Bank of
Bangkok aside from their enor-
mous sums in foreign banks.

What conclusion may we draw ?
Stealing, bribery and smuggling
are the products of US neo-colo-
nialism. It tolerates them as a
way of forming a pack of lackeys
devoted to the dellar and to Wash-
ington. Corruption follows neo-
colonialism like its shadow.
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Unless

this ts realized Viel

Nam's present

day reststance cannol be undersiood.

Le Monde diplomatique
fanuary 1973

* This collection... forcefully illustrates the
profound originality of Vietnamese cullure and

* Puhlished
delightful
nainese poels,

shonld be

wonderful culture has been built up which is

the hest

rampar! againsl foreign aggressioi.

the greatness of her
never be subdued.

under the

and  schoelavly

people, a people whowill

Tel quel — 1973

bowhs, this 15 a
anthology of Viet-

.. It is impossible o give excerpls © this book
read In its enlirely, poems of lan-
guor and poems of revolis, all are charming.

Le Nouvel observateur
January 22-28, 1973
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Reorganization
of Commercial

Services
A4S B-532'8 RAIDED HANOI

T the beginning of 1973 after
A eight years of US bombing,
the prices of staple food-
stuffs fixed by the State Trading
Service remained just the same as
they had been in 1965, before
the war:

0.40 dong a kilogram of rice
1.70 dong a metre of material
2.40 dovg a kilogram of pork

o.40 dong a litre of kerosene

The First

The beginuing of r972 was mark-
ed By the after-effects of the 1971
floods and many years of US homb-
ing. The Te¢t festival in February
caused a heavy consumption of
foodstufis and in April Nixon
resumed the bombing.

This time the air raids hit with
unprecedented  violence. The
enemy concentrated its attacks on
pases of production, systems of
communication and distribution
of goods, and blockaded sea ports
and river ports and the sea coast
in gemeral — a blockade which
was not without effect although
the country made continuous
efforts 1o be seli-sufficient in con-

In 1972, at the height of the
B.52 bombardments, the retail
price index was gg.6%,, compared
with those of 1971, when the
bombardments were suspended ;
the exact figures are g7%, for
cereals, g%, for other foodstuffs
and g49%, for pork. How did the
Hanoi trading services manage to
maintain such a relatively stable
cost of living, so contributing to
the common victory ?

Dif ficulties

sumer goods in order to limit
imports.

New needs made themselves
lelt. The State made am urgent
appeal for considerable manpower
znd it had to cater for the im-
mediate needs of these men : rice,
meat, matches, tobacco, ete.

Goods contined to be brought
enter prises and offices jur sale

the em ployees.

N¥ 21— lcbr;az) 1;74

In the space of a tew days,
hundreds of thousands of people
avacuated Hanoi. Each of thewm
tried to find such indispensable
commodities as packing materials,
rope and straps so as to pack his
things: haversacks, petrol cans,
flasks, waterproof cloth, tyre
sandals, flash-lights,  kerosene
and lamps (the demand for kero-
sene tripled), dark-coloured cloth
or dye-stuffs to neutralize bright
colours for camouflage purpose,
medicines and (ressings for first,
aid care, dried food, hicycles,
blankets, the individual mosquito-
nets required by the dispersal of
members of one family and enawmel
howls, less cuambersome than
chinaware,

To this list should be added the
collective needs of evacuated
public services,  enterprises,
schools, hospitals, kindergartens.

All that was Jdone when, despite
some improvement, the material
and technical bases of Hapoi’s
commercial services left a lot to

‘be desired: means of transport

were rudimentary (small hand-
carts, pedicabs); old-fashioned
methods were used to slaughter
cattle and process foodstuffs;
weighing was done by ordinary
scales... Lighty per cent of the
personnet were women. How, in
these conditions, could the cus-
tomers, dispersed around the city
or evacuated, sumetimes to places
one hamired kudometres from the
capital, be served !
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Increasing

The vearly supplies of the 1Ha-
not State Trading Service usually
mcluded reserve stocks; supplies
provided by the central admin-

istration,  either directly or
through the provincial admin-
istrations;  supplies  obtained

through collection or Ly the pro-
cessing tndustry {on tihe spot or
in the provinces),

Belore the resumption of the
bombardinents, the commercial
services had prescrved the stocks
and maintained the stores bailt
daring the period of Johnson's
bombing in good order, Many new
warehouses had becn set up in the
evacuation zones. In April 1972,
these were cnlarged and others
were  boiit. Numbering a  few
Lkundred at the outset there were
now several thousand  stores,
covering hundreds of thoasands of
square metres, These were scat-
tered anid honsed in solid ander-
ground shelters, which made it
possible to reduce to the minimum
the damage caused by U3 bom-
bardments. Cadres were sent there
to receive the goods as soon as
they arrived and to take all the
necessary measures in good time
such as asking for replacement
stocks and mobilizing transport
means. Everything was pat to use:
bicycles, carts, boats, sheulder-
vokes...

Everything went on smoothly
and the volume of goods doubled
compared with the previous year.

Other cadres were sent to
various provinges to cotlect prod-
ucts  amil direct them to Hanoi.
They were also to receive the
surplus {oodstoffs from the prov-
inces  wlere consumption was
lower than had been envisaged
by the central administration.
These foodstuffs were scattered
and ditficalt to preserve and to
trausport: vegetables, tubers,
fruit, oysters, shelllish, shrimp
brine, arrowroot vermicelli, antl
tapioca. The f{oodstuifs collected
from the provinces, which repre-
sented over 309 of the total
volume, were processed on the
spot to curtail transpartation cost.

To help on rice production,
Hanoi supplied the farmers with
fertiligers, seeds and manufac-
tured goods, and (o organize their
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purchase more efficiently and at
fair prices. This induged the p:as-
ants to sell an additional quan-
tity of goods to the State besides
the fixed quota, Thus the summer
crop exceeded the plan’s targets
Ly 67% and the autumn by 11697,
Hanoi signed more contracts for
lood supplies with the co opera-
tives. It also supplied them with
fertilizers, farm tools, industrial
goods, even foodstuffs to co-oper-

atives nnt producing rice and
paid fair prices for the prod-
ucts  delivered beside the fixed

quotas, which encouraged farmers
not only to meet the sontracts,
hut also to overfulfil them. The
result was that the annual purchas-
ing plan was cxceeded : tomato:

4289 tons, beahs: 242 tons:
compared with the previous year,
the purchases increased by 12.9%,
for pigs, 24.6% for pouitry, (739
for eggs. Foodstulfs were process-
ed by the commercial services:

soya bean curds, cold dishes,
sauces, fish brine.
The city bought local manu-

factured goods and handicralt
products and disposed of them
quickly. [t suppiied the co-opera-
tives with raw materials and
collected their manufactured goods
to promote the development of
subsidiary  occupations. Thus,
despite US bombirg and the dif-
ficulties it cansed to industrial
prodaction, the value of local
industrial and handicraft products
purchased nearly equalled that
of 1971,

Planned Distribution

In the existing circumstances
Hlanoi had to restructure its net-
work and its mode of distributing
goods,

The State Trading Service kept
its leading role and took charge
of wholesale and retail trade in
the city, other urban centres and
evacuation zones, Up to then, the
supply and marketing co-opera-
tives in the suburbs had been the
snle representative of the State
Trading Service in the supply of
manufactured goods to the farm-
ers. They now supplied the in-
habitants evacuated from urban
centres with foodstuffs and manu-
factured goods. The number of
agents of the State Trading Ser-
vice and co-operatives in public
organs increased as well as the
range of selling-points were reduc-
ed in the town and increased in
the areas of dispersal to serve the
evacuees, Each had one or two
emergency selling-places to cater
for the inhabitants on a permanent
basis in case of bombardment,
There was a fair development in
travelling sales. The number of
selling-points  varied, increasing
or decreasing according to the
intensity . of the bombing. The
greatest number was at the time
Hanoi was pounded by B.s2s
(compared with 1971, the number
of ‘itinerant sale units was five

times higher).

To reduce material and human
losses, the stores were supplied
each time with only two or three
days or even one day's supply of
goods.

The opening hours were also
constantly changing so as to
aveid the hours when  the
encmy planes usually raided.
Collective purchases were encour-
aged and a calendar was fixed
for on-the-spot sales in public
services and enterprises. Rationed
goods were now delivered every
three months instead of every
month thus saving time for the
population and reducing the need
for warehouses.

Morcover, underground shelters
were built for goods as well as
for the people. AA defence
regulations on measures to be
taken in case of bombardment
were drawn up and publicized.

As in the past, the State con-
tinued to manage and distribute
the staple foods. The price and
guantity of rice, meat, sugar,
textiles supplied to each category
of customer remained unchanged.
Prices were also maintained ata

- constant level for various freely

sold items: salt, soap, vegetables,
fruit, etc. The quantity of such
products sold on the free market
available to each customer was
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A streel vendor's carl

sometimes limited and their sale
was entrusted to the consumption

co-operatives in enterprises or

public services so as to avoid
speculation,

The dual price formula was
still maintained {except for basic
cereals): a reduced price for
quotas of rationed products, a
higher price for puarchases in
excess of the ration. That duality
of prices made it possible to fight
efficienly against fluctuations in
the free market and to help
stabilize the market and check
profiteering, That price stability
was also the result of educative
work among the people who were

taught to practise etonomy, and
advised to buy such a produet in
such a quantity only when' there
was a real need, and not to grab
the goods at any price just so as
to keep a reserve stock. A barrier
was thus erected against specu-
lation.

An Excellent Personnel

The brutal -5z raids from
IJecember 18 to 29, 1972 destroyed
up to 10% of the warchouses,
stores, breeding centres and
enterprises for the processing of
foodstulfs of the Hanoi trading
services,

The task of the cadres and
workers was understandably hard
and full of sacrifices. They had
to stick to their stores day and
night in order to preserve the
goods which were evacuated
during air alerts to underground
shelters. They shot at the planes;
and when the enemy was away,
they sought to repair, if need be,
the damage caused by bombs and
reopened their shops. One exam-
ple: A catering store was hit on
December 27, rg7yz at 2 a.m.
When the explosions were over,
the salesmen who were buried
under the rubble struggled out,
their clothes tattered and stained
with fish brine and lard. After
recovering their breath and
changing their clothes, they set
to work, some immediately going
to pick up the scattered goods,
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the others to open at 5 a.m. an
emergency shop nearby.

In order to cater for the inhab-
itants remaining in Hanoi, the
slanghter-houses were divided
into smaller units and scattered
in various parts of the city. When
there was a power failure, small
generating sets were set in opera-
tion. The lack of running water
was offset by the sinking of well-.
Though the means used were
rudimentary, the meat supply
could be maintained even under
the bombing.

Day and night, hundreds of
employees transported crates of
eggs, bundles of vegetables, or
cases of beer on rudimeniary
vehicles, bicycles, bamboo - yokes
to enterprises and gun emplace-
ments.. Co

The employees in charge of

purchase and transport kept close
to the bases of production in the
suburbs or in far-away provinces
to buy products: turnips from
Thai  Binh, . tomatoes.. from.. Ha

Bac, oranges from Nghe An, fish
from (Quang Ninh. .. And all along
their road to Hanoi they had to
face violent air raids. :

*
» K

Thus, despite heavy. bombard-
ments, the commercial services
satisfied the needs of the 700,000
citizens, although  these mneeds
were far above those in normal
conditions. They maintained price
level and satisfactorily = served
production and combat. That was
the result of the experience learnt
from the years of Johnson’s war
escalation, the zeal of their staff
and the assistance of the popu-
lation.

They also built up stocks after

the cease-fire to meet the needs
of the population duaring the 1973

Tet Festival. On that occasion,

the sale of pork {above the ration-
ing quotas), bark chung (1) and
fire crackers doubled, and that of
flowers increased &y 50% compar-
ed to previous Tefs.

One can imagine what the prices
and cost of living would have
been if capitalist trade were
prevailing in the DRVN, a poor,
relatively small country devastat-
ed for years by heavy bombard-
ments. Unquestionably, the
socialist system and socialist
commerce have contributed &
great deal to the consolidation of
the rear.

NGUYEN YEM

(1) Glulinous rice cake.
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Gbe NDRVN Advances

IN THE MOUNTAIN REGIONS

The School Infrastructure

N  December 1973, neariy 2vo
delegates from all oantain
provinces in North Viet Nam

attended the Toarth Education

Conference to review and assess

the progress of the edacational

movement in  the mouaotaln re-
gions in Lthe past years.

Whereas, formarly there was not
a single second-level school in the
rzgions burdering China and Laos,

nowadays all the provinces and
wany districts have third-level
schools. The number of school-

children of minority nationalifies
i increasing every year. ln the
1y72-73 schoul-year 17,500 chil-
dren attended alphabet clayses,
and there were over 340,000 first-
level, nearly 40,000 second-level
and over 6,0v0 third level pupiis.
Schools are seen in every village
even in the remotest regions.

Iu the 1971-1972 school-year,
the number of schoolchildren
increased by 230,000 in compari-
won with the school-year 1964-1963
{when the U5 bepan its war of
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destraction against North Viet
Nam). Colleges oar higher educa-
tion courses have heen opened in
a number of places, for instance

the Viet Bac (1) Teachers’ Train-.

ing College, the Viet Bac Medical
Faculty in Buc Thai province,

Complementary classes and
schools for young minority people
have been opened in most prov-
inces and in many districts. lno
the previous years, there were
only 64 of such schools for minori-
ty youth with over 1,000 pupils,
in the 1971-1972 school-year there
ware over oo schools with 5,170
pupils. During the past ten years,
these schools in the Viet Bac
Autonormous  Region  provided
first- or second-level general edu-
cation to 12,000 minority youth
who were to work in the adminis-
trative committees and other
organizations of villages, districts
and provinces, Many of these
young people have become mid-
dle or higher-tevel cadre for
technical, educational, medical
or cultural work.

At present, almost all mountain
provinces have their own teachers’
schools training first-level school
teach rs  and many provinces
have schools traiming  second-
level teachers, some of which have
up to 1,000 stidicats, Consequent-
ly the namber of teachers in the
mouantain  regions for all three
education level. is increasing rap-
tdly: in comparison with 196y-
1g05, the number of first-level
teachers in the 1973-1974 school-
vear has increased 1.5 times, that
of the second-level, 2 times and
the third-level--3 times, A saliem
feature of this movement is the
rapid propurtional  increase of
minority  teachers.

However, the edocational work
is developing unevenly in the
montuin regions and even slowly
in sgumie places. Oeccasionally in
certain highland regions there are
still people who do not go 1o
schoul, thus illiteracy is not yet
Yqnidated.

The Conference has worked vut
urgent and cffective measures to
overcome such shortcomings.

A lesson give in the Mev lunguage.
Both teacker and schoolchildren are
wremibers of this ethnic gronp
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A hydvo-electric  power station
in the mountain region

University Courses for Cadres of Lao Cai Province

TLao Cai is a mountain prov-
ince lying between the Viet Bac
ani the Tay Bac (2} Auntonomous
Regions and bordering on China.
[ts population incledes zo differ-
ent cthnic groups, the largest
being the Meo.

In rybg and 1971, Lao Cai open-
ed two university courses on
agricultural economy and indus-
trial economy and techniques
with 86 students consisting of
administrative cadres of districts
and provinces and cadres from
other branches such as industry,
agriculture, etc. Each month,
students are gathered and given

lessons for {ive consecutive days,
then they receive text-books and
return to their offices to resume
their work while continuing to
study. Every year they have one
month to spend in revising lessons
and sitting for an examination.
Tixperienced teachers from the
Haneci Agricultural College and
the Hanoi Polytechnic are sent
to give lectures and help students
organize discussions, In the years
of lighting against the US air war,
the students’ offices had to dis-
prrse and the communications in
these regions were difficait, but
the studies and teaching were on
without interruption.

Hydro-electric Stations

At present, North Viet Nam'’s
mountain regions have 230 small
and medium-sized hydro-electric
statin~s some of which were
finan~-d by the government and
others by the people with govern-
ment technical assistance.

The 4,000 kw Cam Son hydro-
electric station is the biggest in
the mountain regions, There are 13

others with a capacity of 100 to
1,000kw in the prounvices of Ha
Giang, Lao Cai, Cao Bang, Lang
Son, Hoa Binh and Thanh Hoa.

Hoa Binh has 69 and (uapg
Ninh 43 small hydro-electric sta-
tions with a capacity of 10
to sokw. These are the two prov-
inces with the largest number
of hydro-electric stations.

A VRN
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Hoa Binh province alone has
made geclogical surveys and found
119 places on its rivers and streams
where hydro-electric can be built.
it will make use of its 69 existing
hydro-electric stations to operate
36 generators with a total capacity
of more than 1,200kw ; 108 pump-
ing stations to water 4,500 hec-
tares of ricefield ; and 7¢ husking-
machines with a capacity of
30,000 tons per year.

These small hydro-electric sta-
tions have efficiently served the
economic and cultural develop-
ment in the mountain regions.

1. The Viet Bac Aulonomous
Region consists of Bac Thai, Tuyen
Cuang, Lang Son, Cao DBang, Ha
Giang provinces with 24 elhnic
groups.

2. The Tay Dac (Nevth-West)
Autonomons Regivn consists of faid
Chau, Nghia Lo and Son la prov-
inces.
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One Year’s Implementation

of the

Paris Agreement . ..

(Continued from page 3}

— Hundreds of thousands of poli-
tical prisoners ave still languishing
fu the prisons and detention canips
vf the Saigon Administration:

The PRG has repeatedly stated
its willingness to return to the
Saiguon  Administration all the
Vietnamese civilian personnel
captured and detained by it.

But Nguyen Van Thkieu has
bluntly stated : ¢ There are no
political prisoners in South Viet
Nam. There are only two kinds
of prisoners: 21,000 common-law
convicts and 5,081 Communist
prisoners’” {Nguyen Van Thieu's
letter to Pope Paul VI dated
Aprilg, 1973). Yet the whole world
knows that over 200,000 political
prisoners are being kept in the
Saigon Administration’s prison
and detention camps. :

The Saigon Administration has
resorted to many perfidious tricks
in an attempt to avoid returning
the prisoners : sending detainees
from one prison to another, dis-
persing prisoners to various jails,
registering political prisoners as
“common-law convicts,’”” compel-
ling detainees to sign < release
certificates,”” sending many pris-
oners to unknown destinations or
liquidating them secretly,

Of the 5,081 Vietnamese civilian
personnel whom it admits hold-
ing in dctention, the Saigon Ad-
ministration has only returned
just over 1,500 so far to the
Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment.

In the meatime, tens of thou-
sands of persons who desire peace
and stapd for national reconcili-
ation and concord have been jail-
ed, and the political prisoners are
living in unspeakable conditions.

It must be stressed that the po-
lice organization and the system
of prisons and detention camps in
South Viet Nam set up by the
Americans are still being financed
by the United States.

— The Sonuth Vietnamese people’s
democratic liberties continue to be
frampled underfoot .

One day after the signing of the
Agreement, Nguyen Van Thieu
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said that *“as for all our affairs,
latvs, and administration, we’ll
do exactly as in the past, nothing
is changed...,”’ and one day after
the signing of the June 13, 1973
Joint Communiqué, the Saigon
Administration’s spokesman stat-
ed : ** The Government of the
Republic of South Viet Nam re-
served the right to maintain re-
strictions on democratic liberties.””

All the PRG proposals towards
ensuring the population’s full
exercise of their democratic lib-
erties have met with the Saigon
Administration’s refusal.

Scores of new f¢decrees ' have
been enacted which put restric-
tions on dJdemocratic liberties in
the zone controlled by the Saigon
Administration, The ~‘accelerated
pacification®” and *TPhoenix’’
programmes are carricd on with
a force of 125,000 policemen.
The *crop-protection plan '’ aims
at plundering the rice, even in
places recently devastated by ty-
phoons and floods, and effecting
an economic blockade of the zone
under the control of the PRG.

In less than cne year, from
January 28 to December 15, 1973,
the Saigoen Administration has
« purged ”’ more than three mil-
lion people, arrested and tortured
over 36,000 persons, plundered
hundreds of thousands of tons
of rice, tens of thousands of head
of cattle and 145 billion South
Vietnamese piastres, and herded
more than g20,000 people into
concentration camps.

— No progress has been vecorded in
the settlement of the imternal prob.
lems of South Viet Nam:

The Agreement clearly stipu-
lates : * Foreign countries shall
not impose any political tendency
or personality on the South Viet-
namese people.”” (Art. gC), How-
ever, US Presedent R, Nixon has
openly declared that he recog-
nizes the Nguyen Van Thiean Ad-
ministration as the only legal
administration in South Viet Nam
and in pratice, the US Govern-
ment continue$ to thaintain and

strengthen this administration as
an instrument of US neo-coloniai-
ism in South Viet Nam.

As for the Saigon Administra-
tion, it has never, from the lie
ginning, concealed its opposition
to the Paris Agreement, and has
evaded the most fundamental und
urgent questions whose settlement
would have created favourable
conditions for solving the internal
problems of South Viet Nam. [t
has turned a deaf ear to the
PRG's constructive proposals.

At the same time, it has been
using every possible means 10
sabotage the achievement of na-
tional reconciliation and concord.
It has repeated the old refrain
about the * withdrawal of North
Vietnamese troops™ a demaid
already rejected by the Paris
Agreement — and has made it a
prerequisite for the settlement of
the political questions io South
Viet Wam, 1t wants to tarn
the National Council of the
National Reconciliation and Con-
cord into a mere electoral com-
mission in the framework of the
so-called * Constitution’” of the
Thieu regime and to exclude
from the Council the third force
whose existence it denies,

- The United States is not will-
ing fo pul a complete end lo ils
military iuvolvement and  infer-
ference in the inlernal affairs of
South VViet Nawm

Before the signing of the Paris
Agreement, the United States h=d
already Dbeen sceking to under-
mine it, putting into action the
biggest anlift in the history of
the Indochina wars and urgently
introducing into South Viet Nam
hundreds of aircraft, tanks,
artillery pieces, and tens of
thousands of tons of other arma-
ments and munitions at an
average rate of yoo tons a day.

The troops of the United States
and of its allies withdrawing {rom
South Viet Nam did not take
with them their armaments,
munitions and war material. This
amounts in fact to illegally
introducing hundreds of thousands
of tons of armaments and war
material into Sonth Viet Nam.
The Urited States also failed to
dismantle its military bases in
South Viel Nam.

Over the past year, the United
States has many times illegally
brought armamerts, munitions,
aircraft, tanks, and artillery
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pieces into South Viet Nam. It
has left behind. tens of thonsands
of military personnel disguised as
civilians, and keeps secretly
bringing thousands 1nore into
South Vict Nam. There are now
more than 24,000 US military
personnel disguised as civilians
in  South Viet Nam. For the
direction and management of this
system of **advisers,” former US
military organizations have been
disguaised us ¢ civilian agencies :
DAOQ, SAAFO, USAID, four
‘e consulatcs-general ' and many
other provincial ¢ consulates
established after the signing of
the Paris Agreement.

US military aid to the Saigon
Administration after the signing
of the Paris Agreement is even
bigger than in the war years, In
the fiscal year 1973-1974, US aid
to South East Asia stands at
4069 Dbillion dollars {as against
2,735 Dbillion for fiscal years
1971-1973) of which more than
3 billion are for the **use, main-
tenance and purchase of arms’”
in South Viet Nam.

With regard to the DRVN, the
United States deliberately delayed
the removal of mines in an
attempt to prolong in practice
the blockade of the territorial
waters of the DRVN, It is con-
tinuing its encroachments on the
sovereignty, territory and security
of the DRV N, especially by send-
ing its aircraft on 39 occasions
(up to Ducember 135, 1973) to
violate DRVN  airspace for
espionage uctivites.

With its so-called “ strategy of
deterrence,” the United States is
maintaining big air and naval
forces in Thailand and South-
East Asia, in an attempt to
intimidate the .Vietnamese and
other peoples of Indochina.

— The United Stales has delayed
the carrying out of its chligations
wilh vegard {o the healing of the
wortnds of wur in the DRVN ;

After many months of dicus-
sions, interrupted for wecks by the
United States, the DRVN-US Joint
Economic Commission has reached
an agreement on the amount of
credits and their use for a five-
year plan, and «n agreement for
the first year of the US contri-
bution to healing the wounds
of war and to post-war reconstruc-
tion in the DRVN. However,
the United States has posed politi-
cal conditions for the signing of
a document on the agreed
points.

— Regarding Cambodia and Laos :

In Cambodia, the United States
and the Saigon Administration con-
tinued their military involvement ;
attacks by US aircraft up to Au-
gust 15, 1973, with 240,000 tons
of bombs; introduction of a
large nutmber of US advisers and
military personnel to take in
hand the command of the Lon
Nol puppet troops, introduction
of big quantities of war.material
after August 15, 1073, dispatch
of mercenaries of Khmer origin
from South Viet Nam ; and grant
of an additional military aid of
200, million dellars for the
fiscal year 1973-1974... Thailand
has always been used as an Amer-
ican air base, a training-base
and a logistic base for operations
against Cambodia.

In Laos, the United States had
to accept the signing of the Vien-
tiane Agreement by the I.ao par-
ties but it sought by every meuns
to delay the signing of the
Protocol to the Agreement and
went s0 far as to engineer the

military coup of August 2o, 1973,
It continues regular reconnais
sance flights over Laos and the
regular air sapply of arms und
munitions to the Vientiane arv y
and the Vang Pao Special Force-.
20 Thai battalions financed by
the United States are still pres-
ent on Lao soil.

Important US  military  and
economic aid to T.aos has been
maintained at a high level—over
350 million dollars a year. Since
the conclusion of the Vientiane
Agreement, the Vientiane army,
with the support of the United
States and Thailand, haslaunched
over zo0 land-grabbing operations
against the areas under the con-
trol of the Lao patriotic forces.

— Slanders and threals, familiar
irichs T of the American
imperialisis :

The United States and the
Saigon Administration have
levelled against the DRVN and
the PRG slanderous charges of
** violations ** of the Agreement :
* infiltration of men and arms
from North into South Viet Nam, "
‘construction by the North of |
12 airfields in South Viet Nam,™*
‘“ preparations for a major of'cn-
sive by the North against the
South,”... in order to make peo-
ple believe that « both sides have
comuitted violations. ”

In the meantime, the TUnited
States has  uttered  insclent
threats against the Vietnamese
people. Key personalities in the
Nixon Administration have refer-
red to the possibility of **a new
intervention in Indochina”’ by
the US Air Force. On Novem-
ber 30, 1973, US Secretary of
Defense J. Schlesinger biluntly
stated: ¢ President XNixon has
the right to omler a resumption
ol the bombing it Indochina.?

PART THREL : THE URGENT QUESTIONS OF THE MOMENT 10O BE SETTLED

WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING A STABLE

The main and immediite cause
of the present situation in South
Viet Nam is the refusal of the
United States to put a complete
end to its military invelvement
and intervention in the internal
atfairs of South Viet Nam. No-
bedy could pretend for a moment
that < the United States has
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ended its military involvement '
and “‘the present conflict in
South Viet Nam is merely a
civil war, " as is being claimed
by key personalities in the US
ruling circles.

In order to maintain a stable
and lasting peace in Viet Nam,

AND LASTING PEACE IN VIET NAM

the urgemt question now is that
the United States and the Saigon
Administration must  strictly
respect and scrupalously ipple-
ment the Paris Agreement on
Viet Nam, the Act of the Inter.
national Conference on Viet Nam
and the June 13, 1473 Jout
Communiqué,
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HE tram-car runs along the
West Lake through an old
street lined with fow houses,

and stops at its terminus. We are
in a suburlb of Haneoi; und after
wallking a few hundred metres,

we find  ourselves in a wvil-
lage in the open countrv with
quiet ponds in which graceful
areca trees are reflected, hedges
of bamboo or holly, shady gar-
dens with longanes, jack fruits
and carambola treesgrowing close
to one another. The wide allevs
paved with brick show that the
viliage is quite wealthy., Through
the trees, you can sce the West
Lake shining in the sun, or guuss
its presence. .And right from the
first moment you hear the regular
clickclack of the shuttles;it fol-
lows you everywiere and gives
you the {eeling of being among
humming beehives: these are the
looms ot BBuoi (1) the “Village of
Grape-fruits.”

Is there a Vietnamese girl who
has not heard of the satin of
Buoi? Pure silk, light and airy
with reflecied  Dbrilliance, it has
been worn for centuries by all the
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Witk

e BUOI

Ueavers

flirts of the capital and other
cities, Other w:llages have tried
to rival it, but failed ; the women
prefer Buoi. The village boys used
1o tease Hanol girls ;

Ohd! .

Haudsome givl with the emerald
sash |

Come to Ruoi, the Villuge of
Grape-frgits,

Al zvery side are lush green vice-
ficlds

The West Lake's wualer is fresh
and Finpid

fav and  wight owr looms are
SEREINEG..»

[n his well-known poem on the
West Lake, ™guven Huy Luong
evoked this sight:

Weeping willows on ithe edge of
the lake are cavessed by the wind

Like orioles teasing each olhers
shuttles sing wathout resting,

This was at the end of the 18th
century when, under the Tay Son,
thie country knew a short revival,

“Huoi satin was well known for
its beauty,” satd Mr Khouat, the
oldest man in the village. “*ln
former days customers used to
fight over it, but we weavers
were far from having a decent life.
We had to do all the operations
ourselves — winding, spinning,
weaving - and we worked very

slowly. To <ell our goods we were
at the mercy of the traders, Our
work was artistic but we got
starvation wages. With the com-
ing of the colonialists, 1t was still
worse, as we could not stand up
to the competition from French
textiles. It was hard to make
both ends meet. The 1945 famine
carried off neariy half our popu-
lation.”’

The war gave the finishing blow:
to defend Hanoi against guerilla
activities, the French constructed
a4 “no man’s land" arsund the city
and Buot was burnt down. The
singing of the looms was silenced
for good.

A big ox-cart joaded with buand-
tes of yarn was in front of us.
Walking Dehind the lumbering
oxen on the paved village road, we
had ample time to ponder over the
fate of hand-loom weavers with
the coming of modern machines :
in  the early 1gth century,
the proletarians of Manchester
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Lyons, Lille, who worked 14 hours
a day, ended by angrily braking
their machines; in the colonics,
the weavers were reduced to beg-
ging because of the competition by
European goods. In Viet Nam
after the liberation of the North
in 1954, we modernized the Nam
Dinh Textile Mill, and built the
March 8 Textile Mill, what has
hecome of these tens of thousands
of rura! weavers?

“Some families set up their
looms again in 19354,”" Khoat tqld
us. “*But there was neo mare silk
and we shifted to cotton weaving
anil made towels. Mrs Cuc is
here and will tell you more about
what has Dbeen happening over
these last few years.”

Mrs Cuc, a slender woman of
about forty, is vice-president of
the Buoi weavers' gn-operative ;
she accompanied us all through
our visit to the tob looms set up,
some in an old pagoda, others in
a new workshop covered with red
tiles. All the looms are powered
by electricity, but coming near
you see that all the .parts are
made of bamboo and wood, only
the nuts and screws and bicycle
chains used to adjust various parts
are of steel. We are, indeed, at the
stage of semi-mechanization--and
that cart, moving on car-tyre
wheels and ball-bearings, isn’t it
too a specimen of semi-mechani-
zation ?

“In the beginning each family
worked at home with a hand-icom.
The yarn was supplied by the
State; and as we were skilful
weavers, we got orders for high-
quality export goods, for instance
towels. We did not Dbother oar-
selves about raw materials, or
sales, and so we had security. But
the hand-loom method was too old-
fashioned, working Dby hand in
our time does not give enough to
keep our families. Collecting goods
was a drudgery —always going
from house to house. That was
the ‘situation from 19353 to 1960,
We had to find another formula,
New techniques require a radical
change of organizational inrms.
Co-operationwas a pressirg need."

Old Khoat who had kept silent
up to then sprang up: *It was
us, the old folk, who were van-
guard in this and not the youth,"
he said, “We know what the past
was like. Buoi satin was beautiful,
but not the weaver’s life. To have
Mmachines, the onty way for us
is to come together. The State
Bave us financial aid to begin with
and helped wus find raw ma-

terials and outlets for our goods,

It was we, old people, who
persuaded the die-hard to join our

co-operative. [ tell you, it was not
easy to uproot the old habhits,
accustomed as we were to work
alone, at any time we liked,
without having to give account to
anybody, except of course to the
trader who bled us white, "

Thanh Cong co-operative, which
started business in 1g6o, now
has 300 members, three-quarters
of them women, and runs eleven
workshops occupying am arca of
2,000 square metres, Each weaver
turns out five times more now
than with a hand-loom, and earns
from 58 to 100 dong per month,
that is as much as a worker in a
State enterprise. This does not
include the profit derived from the
family’s garden which gives vege-
tabies and poultry thus ensuring
living  conditions ULetter than
those of a worker in an urban
centre. In one workshop, the
female workers are learning a new
trade, that of weaving beautiful
woollen carpets much valued for
export purposes.

** Where did you learn ‘o man-
age an enterprise of such a size 2
I asked Mrs Cuc.

‘1 was elected to the manage-
ment board together with some
other comrades, ** she said,  We
were nearly at the same level
of education. When 1 left
the 4th form 1 just knew the
four mathematical operations.
Book-keeping, schedules, norms
were all mixed up in my head.
The State services helped as disen.
tangle things little by little. And
above all, we won the confidence
of our people. They wanted at any
cost to improve living conditions ;
socialism, which formerly seemed
a far-fetched thing, a day-dream,
was at hand ; or rather, we could
build it with our own efforts, We.
sat down to discuss things to-
gether and find appropriate solu.
tions ; what we could not find
out we could ask from the spec-
ialist services, '’

“Do you have great difficul-
ties in your work as three-quazr-
ters of your personnel are
wornen ? "’

“ With women, it isat the same
time more difficult and easier. At
the outset anything that was new
frightened them : they had a
traditional. inferiority conmplex ;
they thought that women were
unable to operate such a new
enterprise and they did not have
confidence in their fellow-women
who were appointed to leading
posts. On the other hand, when
wornen have heen convinced, they
are more zealous than men ; elect-
ed to responsible posts, they are
more thrifty of the co-operative’s
fund. Some men are inclined to
avail themselves of any occasion
to organize festivities. Besides,
only women can run such an
enterprise as ours which gathers
nearly joo feniale workers, for it
is not only a question of produc-
tion. Come and see! "

Mrs Cuc took us to the nursery
and infant class of the co-opera-
tive. Four nurses attend to the
babies while a mistress teaches the
forty children of the infant class.
At the infirmary, a nurse and a
woman assistant-physician give
care to the co-op members and
their familjes,
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“ Do you enjoy the same social
advantages as workers and func-
tionaries of State enterprises:

<« Each worker
titled to six days of fully-paid
leave per year, instead of ten
days as in State enterprises; she
receives her pay also on festive
days. In case of childbirth she
enjoys a two-month’s maternity
leave. She receives a monthly
the third child
onward. At sixty, she receives a
retirement  pension. *’

woman is en-

atlowance from

¢« The past is left far behind, ™
old Khoat remarks. ¢ Paid leave,
allowance, medical care, mater-
nity leave, all that was unknown
to me in my youth!”

‘¢ Besides, our management
board does not only see to mate-
rial advantage. The co-operative
is for us a large family. Qur great
ceoncern is to raise the cultural
level of women. In our co-opera-
tive most of the young girls have
finished the 7th form. Evening
classes for secondary ecducation

are organized for 73 girls and wo-

men who have finished primary
education. We have a sports team
and an artistic group. I'rom time
to time our young workers are
taught music by artistes coming
from the city.”

How will the co-operative
operate in ten or fifteen years to

come? Orders for up-to-date

but

machines have been placed,
how to install them in this rural

framework ? What is  the
optiium  size  needed for
co-operative of this kind — opti-
mum nof only for production,
but also for the living conditions
of the workers and their families ?
Will Buoi village be turned into
an urban centre with all the
complications this entails, or will
it keep its rustic aspect with gar-
dens and ponds between two
workshops 7 And this family-like
atmosphere ? When Mrs Cuc hears
all these questions she only
smiles.
PHUOGNG ANH

(1) GGrape-fruit

BOOK NOTES

Buoc dau tim hieu cac dan toc thieu so o
Viet Mam (Glimpses of Ethnic Groups of Viet
Nuwm) by La Van Co, Social Sciences Publishing
Howse, Hanot, 1973, 13x18.8¢m, 216 pages.

The book deals with the history, literature,
revolutionary tradition and achievements of
Viet Nam’s minority nationalities over the past
40 years.

It has 2r illustrations and maps showing the
arcas inhabited by the nationalities grouped
according to their dialects.

Tho ca Cach mang 1925-45 (Revoluiionary
Poetry 1925-45), edited by the Literature Institute,
Social  Sciences Publishing  House, Hanoi,
1973, 13X18.8cm, (B8 pages.

Poems composed since the period preceding
the founding of the Indochinese Communist
Party up to the August Revolution (1g25-45)
and collected by the Literature Institute. Some
were sent to the [astitute by veteran revolu-
tionaries, others have DLeen collected by the In-
stitute from their authors, 'or retold from those
who had participated in the revolutionary move-
ment.

A 6o-page conument on the artistic and ideo-
logical value of these poems is also included.

®

Doi thooi moi (4 New Conversation) by Che
Lan Vien, Literature Publishing House, Hanoi,
1473, 12X1ycii, 172 pages.

The 68 poems in this collection by Che Lan
Vien, a well-known Vietnamese poet, were com-
posed from 1967 to 1973 during the resistance
against US aggression, for national salvation.

Mong Gom. Tuoi hai muoi (Houg Gaw. The
Age of Twenty) by Luu Trong Lu, [literalure
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1973, 13x18.80m,
130 pages.

Two plays in verse by a well.known Viet-
namese poet.

Hong Gam (3 acts, 7 scenes) praises the South
Vietnamese heroine Nguyen Thi Hong Gam who
sacrificed her life in the fight for the defence of
her country. -

The Age of Twenty (z scenes), about a North
Vietnamese family in the movement to join the
army and fight against US aggression,
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{Continned

27. At the Joint Commission for [mple-
mentation of the Agreemnents, Soth Phetrasi,
representative of the Lao Patriotic Forces,
denounced the encirclement of units of the
patriotic armed forces in Vientiane by rightist
forces,

2it. Exchange of notes between the PRG
and the Chinese Government on the exemption
from entry and exit visas for citizens of Loth
sides who want to visit the People’s Republic
of China and South Vict Nam.

— A new cabinet was set up in Phnom Penh
with lLong Boret as * Prime Minister.”

31. New violation of the DRVN air space
by US reconnaissance planes.

— President Ton Duc Thang signed a decree
awarding the title of hero to 6z units and 35
individuals,

JANUVARY 1974

I. President Ton Duac Thang's New Year
message : The Vietnamese people will carry on
the struggle for consolidating peace, speeding
socialist construction in the North, achieving
independence and democracy in the South and
advancing toward national reunification.

2. In Can Tho, Nguyen Van Thieu deciared
that there would be neither peace nor general
elections, that the South Vietnamese bipartite
talks could be cancelled and that the war had
been resumed. However, he admitted that the
situation was deteriorating for him.

1. At Tan Son Nhat, the military delegations
of the two South Vietnainese parties agreed on
the principle of returning the remaining number
of captured and detained military and civilian
persoanel mentioncd in the plan reached in
July 1973.

— At La Celi Saint Cloud,the PRG delegate
to the bipartite talks insisted on three urgent
measures concerning: 1. An effective cease-fire :
2. The resumption of the return of detained
personnel ; 3. The people's exercise of demo-
cratic liberties.

6. New devaluation of the Saigon piastre —
the 11th since the beginning of 1973. The new
rate was 560 piastres to a dollar.

— Presidert Ton Duc Thang sent a message
of greetings to Prince Soupliinouvong on the

from page 32)

occasion of the 18th anniversary of the found-
ation of the Lao Patriotic Front.

7. ]. Schlesinger, US Secretary of Defence,
declared that in caseof a *‘general attack ' in
Soutl: Viet Nam, Nixon might ask for Congress
authorization to use US tactical aircraft.

8. A Pentagon spokesman announced that the
United States would replace F-5A aircraft of
the Saigon army with the more modern 1-5Es.
This would be a flagrant violation of Article 7,
Chapter 11, of the Paris Agrecment.

9. Thieu made a new declaration, threatening
to use force and asking the US not to reduce its
aid to Saigon.

— In Thatland, 5,000 students in Bangkok
demonstrated and demanded expulsion of CLA
agents.

10. The Saigon paper Dai Dan Toc revealed
that Thieu was preparing an amendment to the
Saigon Constitution which would allow him to
Temain in power for another five-year term.

Ir. At Tan Son Nhat, General Hoang Anh
Tuan, head of the PRG military delegation,
condemned the Saigon administration for going
back on its word and eluding the question of
returning captured and detained personnel which
had been agreed upon on January 4.

— During several consecutive days, Saigon
aircraft, in hun{reds of sorties, bombed and
shelled positions of the PRG in the province of
Chuong Thien, (Gia Lui... including the 1CCS
quaters in Duc Co and the locality of Duc
Nghiep which had been chosen for the return of
captured and detained personnel.

12. The Command of the Saigon armv admit-
ted that two of its aircraft had been brought
down in Tay Ninh and An Xuyen,

t4. Establishment of diplomatic relations at
ambassadorial level between the DRVN and
Malta. -

15. Continuous shelling of Phnom Penh by
the Cambodian liberation artillery since Decem-
ber 23. The H(Q}, the Pochentong airfiekd, the
residence of Lon Nol, Long Boret, Sosthene
Ternandez, the US military attaché... were hit.
Hundreds of Americans and puppets were killed.,
AFF commented that it was the fiercest artil-
lery pounding ever against Phnom Penh. -

— Thai Prime Minister Sanya Thammasak,
yielding to the people’'s pressure, ordered that
an investigation on CIA activities in Thailand
be carried out.
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(December 16, 1973

DECEMBER 1973

Arriving in Paris, Special Adviser Le
Duc Tho said that his meeting with Kissinger
had been propbsed Ly the US side and not the
Vietnamese side as claimed by US and Saigen
sourIces.

17.

— Flight over DRVN territory by US recon-
naissance planes.

-~ Signing in Ulan Bator of an agreement on
non-repayable aid for 1974 from the Mongolian
People’s Republic to the PRG of South Viet
Nam.

8. A spokesman of the Ministry of Toreign
Afairs of the RSVN .dencunced US allegations
according to which a our-Party JMC  plane
had been attacked by the PLAF on December
15. The US-Saigon side on its own aunthority
had sent a plane to the territory controiled by
the PR(G without the Four-Party Commission’s
agreement, supposedly to look for the graves of
those who had disappeared during wartime,

- The Patriotic TForces’ last contingent of
persounel and material was flown to Vientiane
and Luang Prabang.

20. Thitteenth anuiversary of the founding of
the National liront for Liberation of Scuth Viet
Nam. An important speech was delivered by
PRL; President Huynh Tan Phat stressing the
South Vietnamese people’s deterinination to
defend the Paris Agreement and peace. The 'RG
Council conferred the title of hero on 56 indi-
viduals and 33 units of the PLAL.

— T.e Dac Tho and Kissinger mest in Paris on
problems of common interest. The two parties
will remain 1n contact to resume conversations
i necessary.

— New crime comniitted by Saigen troops in
Pho Phong village, (luang Npa district, Chil-
dren were buricid alive, women raped and old
men ill-treated.

— Lon Nol admitted that a US P plane
bombed a position of the Cambodian Tabera-
tion Armed Forces 7o miles Southwest of Phnom
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~ January 15, 1974)

Penh. AFP reported that 20 Chiang Kai-shrk
pilots were serving in Lon Nol's air {force.

__Gecret meeting of extreme rightist genes-
als in the suburbs of Vientiane for an even-
tual coup d’état in Laos.

21. In a message sent to Prince Souvanna
Phouma, Prince Souphanouvong stated  that
the neatralization of Vientiane and Luang
Prabang was u basic requirement for the forma-
tion of the Provisional National Unien (Govern-
ment and the National Coalition Political
Council.

22. The High Command of the Lon Noi
Army admitted that dozens of officers of this
army had been involved in a theft of brass
shells.

. [ Humanité published a ¢‘secret document ”'
of the Pentagon dated June 21, 1973 refating to
the American attempt to revise a numbcr of
clauses of the Vidntiane Agreement. The docu-
ment admitted that the CIA was continuing to
maintain the Vang Pao Special Forces and that
27 Thai infantry battali~ns and 3 artillery
battalions financed by the USA had remained
in T.aocs,

24. Ending of the visit to the Soviet Union
of the PRG delegation led by President Nguyen
Huu Tho {January 13 to 24}. An agrecment on
non-repayable economic aid Irom the USSR to
the RSVN was signed.

— According to a Harris Institute r)piruon=
poll 73%, of those questioned thought that
Nixon had lost the confidence of the puablic.

25. Christmas in Saigon: the dutlest for zo
years (commented the Saigon paper Tin Saug),
and in Washington : women clinging to the
enclasure of the White House shouted slogans
against the continuation of the US war policy
in Viet Nam.

26. ¥Ending of the visit to the DRVN of a
delegation of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.

{Continued on page 31)
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