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T HE yea" 1974 opens with 
a Irantic campaigll 01 

incitement to t£,'al' very carefully 
prepared by Saigol> and lVash­
illgtOIl. 

On january 7 in Washing­
ton US De/ence Secretary J. 
Schlesinger echoed the South 
Vietnamese puf>f>et, stating that 
should a llew "general o//ell­
si,'e" take place ill Soltth Viet 
Na"" Nixon might ask Congress 
lor authority to })Lake use of 
US tactical aircraft 10 back the 
Saigon army. The same hind 
of threat has been many times 
reiterated subsequently, 
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On Jau,uary 4 Sguyeu Van 
Thien declared in Call Tho 
(Soltth Viet Na",) that ., there 
will he no reace and no gel'teral 
eiectiolls." He even threatened 
to ca"cel the South Vietllamese 
bipartite negotiations at both 
Tan Son Nhat aHd La Celie 
Saint Cloud and ordered his 
troops, "setting all criticisms 
at de/iance," to attQck the 
PRG-controlled ZOlle." The Irar 

is beginning again," he cried. 

U" j anua,,)' ~, a Pentagon • 
moulhpiece informed Ihe ,public 

With the Buoi 
Weavers: 

that t/t" US,l 1£'as replacing the 
Saigon army's F-S,j lighters 
z£ith far more "p-to-datc F-SEs. 
Sixty F-SEs wac bound jar 



Saigon, the Voice of i\merica 
disclosed. ,\F1' reporied thai 
another 100 planes oj this type 
uili be sl/ppiied 10 Saigon in 
the next 1[£'0 y~{zrs. 

administrations - and that, 
only two or three weeks belore 
the first anni1'ersa,y oj Ihe Paris 
Agreement. It stands to reason 
that responsibility lies lirst and 
joremost with the Nixon admin­
istration zui/hout 'i£'hose COfL')ent 

Thieu u'ould 110t venture to 
ignore the implemenlaiz"on ot 
the Agreement. 

The green liRllt hns agaiH 
been given hy rVashi"ll)olt and 
Saigon may now engag~ in 
fresh provocations and adven­
tur~s. 

An accord (£.'as arr£ved at 
between Ihe 11£'0 South Viet­
namese delegations at Tan Son 
Nhat belore the Tet Festiml on 
tlze release 01 the rest 01 the 
cidlian and military personnel 
mentioned i11- th~ plan agrCfd 
upon on july I7, 1973. 
Nevertheless, gZV1-1zg absurd 

him, aims al: I) appointing 
by the "National Assembly" 
01 judges at the Supreme Court 
so far nominated bv the bod).' 
of judges, prosec'ulors and 
barristers; 2) appointing by 
the .1!inistry 0/ the Interior 0/ 
province chiefs '(C'ho, accordi11g 
to the C01t~:itf{ti()JI., must be 
elected; and 3), last but not 
least, /J)'oLonging 1)y one year 
Ihe mandale (1ihich until now 
lasls lour years) of the 
.. President 0/ the Republic" 
and making him eligible for 
re-tlection. The A1fgust 1973 
partial "eiections" provided 
Thien with a comlorlable major­
ity 01 I68 out oj 2I9 seats in 
the .S'aigon " Nat-ional Assem­
bly." Consequentlv, on january 
19, Ihe amendment uas passed 
uithollt di/liwlty. Washington 
has real/irmed its choice: 
Thieu, Ihe sabototr 01 the Paris 
Agreement, must remain in 
power lor lI1any years to delend 
American interests. 

H'ha! is ne,{i in these state­
ments is }loi strictly speaking 
their contenis, Forced to sign 
the Pan's Agreement a year ago, 
Nixon and Thielt have used 
every means at their disposal 
in alt attempt to ignore the 
realitv-recognized by.the Agree. 
menl-that there exist in SOl/lh 
Viet Nant two administrations 
tleo armies, i'd,'a ;,;ones at co,,: 
trol and three j'oit"tical lorces. 
Hence the continuous lan'd­
grabbing opera/ions and the 
intensz"jicafion since October 
1973 01 air raids agaiJlst places 
lying deep in Ihe librrated 
areas. In Saigon as wet! as in 
lnany other prov':llces, people 
are being told to dig trenches 
altd erect ram parts so as to be 
prepared jor a sl/pposed PLAF 
general attacl~; in tact this is 
just (l psyu'ar iricJ~ and a pre­
paration for a real wa1-, 

reasons and laying dou:n new 
condilions, the Saigon delega_ 
tion 'ii'ent back on its u:ord. 
Indignation rUns high among 
the population and lamilies 01 
prisoners (['ho have been looking 
forward impatiently 10 the 
return 01 their dear ones on the 
occasion oj.:he traditional Tet. 

Since the sir::JliJt~ of tIle j)aris 
Agreemelli iVixon nimsel/ and 
his near rollaboralors ha'i,t~ time 
and again threate11ed a new air 
lEaf against the Vie!namtse 
"leople. Reconllat'ssance flights 
''er Doth Sorlll and SOlllh Viet 
WI f)), US a£rcra/t 'i£"Cre carried 

.{t in su/>porl 0/ Ihat threal. 
ens of thol/sands of .4mert'can 

militar.vmen in rh'ilt'an clothes 
arc remaininr; in SOltth Viet 
.Yam or hav,; been Ireshly 
introduced, '"",drcds ol/>lanes, 
tallhs, ordnance pieces, a million 
and hal! Ions of If.'CajJ01lS and 
JJlIf1I"1'fiOJlS ha;!c been illeRallv 
sH"/J/Jlied to Tlzif'/I's army.' . 

:v[eanwhile air raids against 
tlze liberaled ,one have been 
stepped "p. Un january II, 

. 1-37s, in 57 sorties, bombed and 
strafed the ICCS leam seat at 
Duc Co, while others alta eked 
Due Nghiep, one 01 the localities 
chasm lor the release 01 captured 
civilian and military personnel. 

And yet, on january 4, Thieu 
had to admit in Can Tho lhat 
lor him the "situation IS 

getting worse." Indeed the land­
grabbing operations by the Sai­
gon arm \' have been dealt 
vigoro1ls "counter~blou.'s. Eco­
nomical/v alld politically, things 
are going Irom bad to 1£0rse . 
While the Norlh Vietnamese 
peo/>le are enjoying their Tet 
in peace, the shadow o( uar and 
of ecollom ic crisis looms large 
over the Saigon-controlled zl'J11e 
01 South Viet Nam. 

So "U..'hat l"S Jlnt' in the recent 
:tatements ot Saigon and ll'aslz-
1t!JloH is rather th~ cynicism 
~i/ It Q hich the 4."ar /->ol~'cy has 
ow bem averill' declared by 

he top oj/icials 0/ the two 

Thien's new manceUl'rt in 
the" National Assembly" with 
a vieu) 10 strengthen-ing his 
regime and making sare that 
he remains the sole instrument 
at Yankee neo-colonialism 
should be seen in the context 0/ 
this bellicose policy. A three 
point droit 01 amendment 10 
the " I907 Constitution," 
which has been put forward by 

American mand'ttvres and 
menaces - at a time zL'hen the 
Uniled Stales itsell is beset ,dlh 
immense dilficulties-" 'iI.'ill cer­
tainly not save the 1 hiett 
regzme; neither can they 
intimidate a people who has 
already successlully opposed 
the US Ii 'ar machine, 
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ONE YEAR'S IMPLEMEN rATION 

of the, Paris Agreement 

on Viet Nom 
Betow aft' the main contents uf the }a1;1fary fg74 \i\'hite Book 

puhlishril hy thu DRVN .Ministryof FOI'eigll A//ain: 

PART ONE: TWO OPPOSING POLICIES IN THE IMPLEMENTATlvN 
OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON VIET NAM 

." On Septernher T, 1973. Pre­
mier Pham Van Dong of the 
DRVN pointed out: .. For the 
Vietnamese people, fo'r the Gov­
ernment of the Democratic Hc­
public of Viet Nam and the Provi­
sional I~evolutionary Government 
of the Republic of South Viet 
Naill. to strictly respect and 
scrupulously implement the Paris 

Agreement is not only to fulfil 
the ohligation incumbent on us as 
signatory parties, but also to 

. apply an important policy which 
we have advocated," 

As for t11(' l!S Government, it 
has always opposed the imple· 
mentation of many e~sential pro­
visions of thf' Agreement. It has 

tolerated and encouraged the 
Saigon Administration's violations 
of the Agreement in order, step 
hy step, to erase the exis~ence in 

. South Viet Nam of two adminis~ 
tration5, bvo armies, t".o zones of 
control and three political forces, 
to impose US neo-colonidlism on 
Somh Vict .0lam. and to perpe­
tuate the partition of Viet Nam. 

PART TWO: THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ON VIET NAM OVER THE 

THE PARIS 
PAST YEAI 

AGREEMENT 

I. Provisions already 

- The ending of the US war 
of aggression against the Viet· 
namese p~ople in both zones, 
North and South, and the with­
dra\val of the US expeditionary 
corps from South Viet Nam. 

- The Government of the RSVN 
have returned to the United State:; 

implemented 

all capturC'd lOS military personnel 
and foreign ci vilians, totalling 58:3 
persons. Th,c PRG has returned 
5,016 captured and detained mili­
tary personnd of tht- Saigon Ad­
ministration. The CS and Saigon 
Administtatio'n side have returned 
2G,508 persons to the PRG. 

II. The United States and the Saigon Administration have been sy!­

tematically violating many essential provisions of the Agreement 

- The cease-tire is not yet e/ /ec­
tive in South Viet Nam : 

"The cease-fire does not mean the 
emlof the war," declared Nguyen 
Van Thieu, an hour before the 
cease-fire went into effect. A plan 
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for the .. invasion of territory" 
has been carried out by the 
Saigon armed forces in four 
stages: preparations, pre-cease­
hre actions, actions during the 
cease·fiJ(" and post-cease-fire ac­
tions. 

From JanuCiry 28 to December 
15. 1973. the Saigon Administra 
tion committed 301,097 vIOlations, 
consisting of: 

, -, 3·1-,z6u land-grabbing opera­
tIOns (including 37 lli\'ision-size 
olle,;); 

-- 35,532 artillery shellings; 

- 14,749 aerial bombardments 
and reconnaissances; 

-- 216,550 police and "pacifi­
ca tion" operations. 

The PHG has judged it neces-~ 
sary to punish severely the act::. 
of sabotage by the Saigon Admin' 
istration against the cease-fire. ' 

(Continued on page 26) 
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I kl1f'f(, 

The Southern foad. 
The road wh ich leads to the froH!. 
I took the wav of the sky. 
The wa), that leads fa tile West, 

From thl'seas of the Fast to thc .~eas oj the Sorth. 

.4Utlllnl! 

White with the wings ot the Sf'a-{!ulls. 
Birch ,voods golden with tlte fallen lecwes. 
I'm goiHg. as if in dal'lmess and mi"t, 
FiM'ce battles 

With no shots fired. 

Is there anything neu' in lhe West /) 
Yes, thefe is night and da)', 
There is gold and tlte iyon Iud, 
There is hiood ami tears. 
There are wolves (lHd heroes. 

THES COMRADES, COMIc, RALL)'! 
4XD THE LAST FIGHT LET C'S FACie'", 
Qn my Ion:; road ihe song accompanies me, 
The song of the C;o1!!1JI.Hnists. 
1ur love is stronger tha"1 g1l115. 

?halever they do, 
rom cOllling to jlOH. friends. 
WE'LL GO OUR W.Ji! 

• 

In H(mlhurt joy toda'y fills the port. (I) 
GUtlt [(loms the shadow of Thaelman (2). the helmt. 

man of the revolation. 
J[nnich ['t·e know,t. staunch and gentle, 
A .. fragile seed" (3) that yearns tor life. 
FraHkfufi is aglow with light_ 
1 go to Goethe's }wlJi,e in the night. 
_Vot a candle. 

Everywhere, 0 }Jet/hotien. YOtty I1tttsic 
Car"ies 11113 on the wings 
Of Fl'udom and C01.tl'flge. 

What joy this antlonn motHin~ 
As the car flies ovet the hlHe-grq Rh into 
Taking ,ue to Tr~ves 
To tI man oj another time 
Who became mankind. 

[ briHg greetiflgs to you • .1fl11'.r. so deaf' to onr hUJ.f,ts / 
Greater than all the genies, 
YaH created light 

And brought daw1~ to the earth. 
To Viet ),lam y01t bring victory, 
To each of us faith in us all. 
.. For II reason to live, be ready to sacrifice 

yonr life /" (4) 
For ).'OH, liie is immense lvve and nohle canse. 

l-et me sing yow' praise 
With a wreath oj golden chrysan.thC1l1ums. 
And a million (fjords of gf'atitude. 

(*) Poem written after a journey to the German 
Federal Republic and Great Britain in November 
1973, The author. Secretary of the CeNtral Commit. 
tee, represented the Viet Nam Workers' Party at 
the- Congresses of the Communist Parties of the 
GFR and Gr~at Britain. 
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UiI, ,t'c' /U/,u:,' tlu,t i}j your heart you're >I·ill sul!uwg 
F~(,m sorro;t)S vi your ow,. and of HS all. 
~·{,u.r 1Iative la,ui si"W bears lwwy chains, 
Lik~ C'hrist's body pierced with criminal Ilails. 

Hut it will cume, the D(I1.' vi the Uut .!ttdgliltnt 

L}ldless the si'liging oj tun/'s cvH£ciem:c's, 
l:,.dless the Im,rmuY oj yOH!lg forces, 
l-ike seed,- SPIOHtillg Itmit'Y th~ stIOW. 

"IF HJI' DOS']" W.IST TO Rio TH}, 
~·INI'n, IlL niL H-,UJ.HER /" (5) 

Nyothers awl s'ister.~! "Trot;; allerdem!" (6) 
ShoHldtr to shoulda, j(Jrward! 
Long is tIl( strufigle 
BetWtt:11 tiS (Old them. Hetween hZo(){i aud gold. 

The Illght crosses the SIX,- OU f.01ldoli 
The log spreads iutu all -immease sadness. 
IVhence cv}}us it ,J P~rha!h' it W(lS always like tlds, 
l.ollg umturies 0/ twi1i;::lIl. 

-Jlung the pavellui/Ii I (('all-: 
_-llnds! thl' IIHJle~' vj engines al.d )hudows (1/ lilach 

wlIbye./hs, 

StruggliJlg lor /!)'t:ath a~- ij thut: wen: }w sky aWl 
rIO wi'lld. 

The road /adt:>. iu;,! tJu Yf;llo':.!) light uf ~tyeet lamps. 

1 "'J !I 1; , , .'·;I}UUt't. 

Old liolts 
Coutimte to dream their stollY dreams. 
He/ore flit:: Royal Pa/act:: 
fWI) svlenm cavaliers stand f.{Wlhi. 

Oll, SIHlkespeare, ,if YUH came back among L'S, 

Wonla the old tragedies be any differwt? 

~Ve Zf'is't tv com/>use the ~(illg 01 the Congress, 
The hriss/1I1 SOil;! 0/ tom, now; the Wi'lld is rising. 
The jog tkius Ottt. 
H'RS BR[T.lJ~\· U.FF' (7) 
We wish to write the son~ 0/ the CHP 0/ wine 
Hot and fragrant. bitter (wd pungent, 
I drink with yOH to'night, brother mim~rs. 
If )lOU don't want to be the Cued, be the fire! 

Good-bye ,I U~,y «'ay lUlds tou'ard., home, 
I've betH awa.v luo I())!g. it ."el!ll!~. 

A last look 011 the long road of rnist and 
But see:' On the four horizo1iS spri'Y~g 

snow, 
is already 

bu,Ysting. 
The serds that have been SOi{'n tarn' the new harvest, 
.fa\' springs froul the bosom of Ii/e. 
h. the Tntolig SO;I RaHge tht way jorwal'd has been 

blazed, 

The way roe go and ,uhich leads 1(S tv all men ... 

TO HUU 

Hanoi, January 1974 
Translated from the Vietnamese. 

(I) Congress of the West German Communist 
Party. 

(2) Leader of the German Communist Party. a 
natIve of Hamburg. Murdered by Hitlerite fascists. 

(3) .-\n allusion to a militant review of the GFR 
whose name sugge~b this idea in the Vietnamese 
language (Tr.). 

(4) A quotation froUl :\Lux (fr.). 
(5) A line from Go,;:the. 
(6) Famous \Vords of Karl Liebnecht: .. Against 

all comers /" 
(7) A slogan at the Congress of the British Com­

munist Party. 

- --- ...• -....:; .. -~~~ ----.-"'.>-------- ---
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WITtJ peace restored after 
the signing of the] anuary 
27. 1973 Paris Agreement. 

North Vlct Nam lias turnC'd to 
the work of healillg tlw ruins ot 
war. 

Great efforts llave been exerted 
to remed\' the illlITle)]sr' destruc­
tion and -many difflcultih caus('d 
by the bombrlnlmcnt-. and the 
mining of purts. 

, 
* * 

Particular stre~s has been laid 
on the restoration of transport 
and communications. a key sec­
tor, WlllCll bore the brunt of the 
bombillg attacks. 

Only 2~ days aiter the signing 
of the Paris Agreement, the Long 
Bien l)[iclge. cros.sir:g the [{cd 
River ill Hanoi, was reopened to 
traffic. Then hundrf'ds of rail'Aay 
or TOad bridges of diifere-nt sizes 
were repain:d or rebuilt. Among 
them were the bridges of Ham 
Rang, Ilnang Mai and Do Len on 
the Hanoi- Vinh raihyay hne, Phu 
Luong and Lai Vu on the Hanoi­
Haiphong railway line. Duong, 
Thi Cau and VIet Tri on HIe 
Hanoi -~ Dong Dang railway line, 

On the main railway networkc:, 
150 km of railw."\' lines have been 
relaid, 8,000 sq.m. of railway sta­
tion-; rebllilt, _the telecummulli­
catioll network re establi:;;hed and 
"idings fOT pa'rking locomotives and 
wagons located; as a result, trains 
ha"'l' already resumed a]mOo,t 
Ilormal sen-ices, 

7uo km of highways ha vc he en 
rebuilt 01 widened_ Th,111ks to the 

In industry, most of the major 
entnprises \\TIT bombed, the hard~ 
est hit being the power station". 

Llectricity is always the priority 
branch with the most urgent need 
for re::;toration. By as early as 
April, the principal thermal power 
stations (in Hanoi, Haivhong, 
l'ong' Ei) had been put back in 
working order. Other thermal 
power stations (in Vinh, Viet Tri, 

6eOntmlie £lite In ibe Cj)(]<clJof 

1973: FIRST YEAR 
OF ECONOMIC REHABILITATION 

mine-cleating anel uredging opera­
tions carried out ~iNce tbe first 
days of peacE'. dyer and sea ports 
including Haiphong port have 
been in service again. 

In late 1973, the amount of 
movement on the maID network 
of highways, railway::; and water­
ways, had t"ssentially reu)vereu 
its 1971 figure. The tOI1I\age of 
transported goods increased by 
30% compared witb I ,)6_~, 

Thanh Hoa) and the Thac Ba hy­
dro electric stations started func­
tioning. The Ninh Binh thermal 
power statlOn completed most of 
Its infrastructure work. Some 
new work has been carried out, 
including the establishment of a 
network of several hundred kilo­
metres of electric cables and 
transformer posts. twenty of 
which have a capacity of 
150,000 kw, The 1973 production 
of elect rieity surpassed that 
of 1<)05. 

[u the (]uang Ninh region, which 
was fiprct']V bumberl, mine-cl('ar­
ing has been carried out {luickly 
and in the main completed. In 
the month of October, the ::\-Iao 
lOw open-cast nllnes and the 
washing and sorting factories of 
CU,t Ong, Hong Gai and Vong 
J),mh resnmed their operations_ 

All the t'llgiHeering wor'Rs which 
were evacuated during the bomb­
ing have been brought Lack to 
their iornH'r locations and are 
supplying agriculture and trans­
port with nece~sary materials. 

The Long Bien bridge 
being yepaired 
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The Thai Nguyen Iron and 
Sted Compkx i" now opl?Tating 
two blast fUrJIaCl'~ and a cokmg 
plant. 

Chemical ·illdnstry has increased 
its production by 10% COlIlp~rnl 
with Tg6S and the Lam 1 hao 
Sllper"pho~phate Plant. the Van 
Dien Potassium Fertilizer Plant, 
the electric battery iactories. 
oxygen, acetylE'ne anrl apclt:te 
factories are now In \\orktng 

·order. The Ha Bac "Nitwgellous 
Fertilizer Plant has complL'ted 
its rebuilding work and \vill 
start producing in 1974. 

To meet the growing nred in 
flu ilding materials. tile brick 
factories have lai'.ed tlleir 
production capacity hy 20(;;, 
compan·d to J~j7I. The ILliphong 
Cement Plant. \vhich \\"a!i homhed 
many times and 7U% ~h'stroycd, 
has 'partly re.'"iIlt11C'"d productiol1. 

In light illtlnslr.l'. the situation 
has visiuly improved and produc­
tion has resumed its n(lllllal 
tempo in stJite of great difficultle~ 
in the supply of raw matel ials. 
The Nam Dlllh Tt'xtilc Complex, 
almost totallY destrovrd, ha.s 
rebuilt most" of its w:)rk'"ihop~. 
The production of tlle "~·iarcll 
S" Textile ,'\lill ha-; returned to 
its pre-llumblllg level. The Viet 
I'ri and Hoang Van Thu 
Paper ,\liIIO', The Van lh"m 
and Viet Tri Sugar Hefinnlt·~, 
cigarette, :-,oap and food-pro­
cessing factories. nce-mill~ and 
di~tilleries are functionillg 
almost normally to :-,uppl~' the 
market with C(Jll~U1ller article~. 

f(,:gioJtal iudustn ha" been 
strengtl1('Jl( d as an important 
complemelll of cel1tral industry 
in the process of restoratIon and 
can produce b,)th the Illeans of 
production and cun.:;umer good:'. 
Production in Hanni ha<, increased. 
by [Q~~<, compan'd with 1970. 
The other provinces 11,1\'(' made 
considerable pro;<l"ess. Handi~ 
craft:". \\'ith 3,000 H'(!Iganized 
co·operati\·e>.;, ha...; contrihuted 
greatly to the supply of the 
internal and expolt market. 

In JY73, agr'icultwC' met \\ ith 
grc<d difficllltit:s (JWll",g to 
climatic hazard~. Aftt'l" a gOllll 
\\'intn-spring harvc:-t (.ill the 
tarw'ts ~et Jor aen-age, :--ield. 
ann pro(lllction heing ('xct'eucd), 
great typhoons ill ~eptt'l1lbl'l" 
and October follo\\ ing a prolollged 
d.-ougllt in Jui~ and .:\ugu'>1. 
flouded YJO.nou lwctal ('s ill Nam 
Ha and Hai Hung provinces and 
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flats spriiig ·up amid.;t rire 
au the o1!tsllirt.-; oj lIanoi 

paddies 

in the southern provinces. The 
10th lunar month ClOp 10s.,('s 
were (~onsid('rable: cultiYatc(1 
acrcnge accounted for only 86.2');) 
of the plnn ; yicld, 92-3%. and 

production, 80%. In former time.; 
this situation would have been 
catastrophic with the possihility 
of famine affecting millions of 
persons. 

Despite the scope of the 
calamities, thE' damage \\"(15 

limiled thanks to the consol­
idation of the dykes and the 
strengthening and improyement 
of hydraulic \vorks. By late 
1,')73. almost all the hydraulic 
works bombed. in 1972 includ.ng 
those of Hai 'J'huong. Bac Hung 
FLli and the Clear Hiver had 
heen I"t"pallt'd· Dllring the year, 
tens of !'e:;'('ryuirs and diesel or 
t>lectric J-lumping-stations were 
built. which made it po~slh\e 
tu irrigate 25,O()O more hectares, 
and increase the acreage where 
water is under contrul 
by 22.500 hectares. The 
imprO\'ement "of the comhined 
irrigation systems of Dan-Hoai-

Tu and of" the ~buf> river (Ha 
Tav p:'ovincc), of Dong Hung 
(Thai BinI! proYincc), An TllU~· 
and Vinll Bao (outskirts d 
liaiphonr) allowed hundred!,; (If 

thOU:<llld" 01 hectare" to be 
irrigated <lnd drained. TlJe 
consolidation and repair of 
dykps required TO million cubic 
!lietres 01 earth. 

In regions not hit by typlH>()n~. 
the flc-e ~ituation is better: 
Thai B:nh remains the fUiClllo~t 
province for its yields, oLn:tin-
1l1g S tons of paddy per lwc­
t are for the t\VO yearly crops 
011 the total acreage; the 
suburban district,.; of Hanoi 
ohtained 5.28 tOllsjha and thuse 
(Jf llaiphong had a 9.3% increase 
in the average yearly yield com· 
paxed \vith 1972 ; some proVil1C('$ 
of the mountainOlls areas have 
succetded for the first time in 
,exceeding the tarf!.c1s set for 
acreage, yield and pruduction of 
tile loth -lunar month crop. :\ 11 
this ha<; rf ~ult('d from the techn i­
cal impro\'elllcnt carried @oUt for 
year:; ill aglicu\tllre: seed varieties, 
s(jll improvement. .. 

j)io raising has made considera 
hIe l;rogrpss with a 4.4% increas:~ 
c()lnpared \\"ith the plan target 
al,d 9.1% cum pared with 1972. 
The four major rice-growing 
pn,\inc('s--~am Ha. Thai Binh. 
Hai Hung and Thanh Hoa -
eac 11 have a p' g herd of 500,000. 
With the total number of 
sows having increased by 26'4% 
compared with the plan target 

(CoHtiJllud on page 18) 
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FLOWERS walking-a little like 
Macbeth's forest-blossoming 
twigs, bouquets held at arm'::; 

length moving along at the slow 
pace of the crowd: shrubs of tiny 
tangerines, branches of peach 
blossom, chrysanthemums, camel· 
lias, roses, larkspurs, orchids, 
gladioli, French marigolds, 

8 

GER 
rhe guldt:JI 1'(J.uiahCL' oj the a/JJ'lcct· {I c'I', thO' !{IUtl 

l':,l,',:;, (" 1/'0: ,(!lId uhkid 

dahlias. snap·dragons. pansies, 
nasturtiums... baskets on the 
pavements, along the decoratf'd 
stands of a co-operative, and 
makeshift stalls - a ballet of 
colours and scents. Day and night, 
people are moving back and forth 
in the streets of the flower market. 
They laugh at e\'erything, al 

~\.CAN 1'1 Ii. Y 
Ttf 1q74 

anything. a jostling, J. dazzling 
Hower, a new bodice. Jov may be 
a neeJ. like rice. 

l' e que - tu return home; to 
YOUl native vIllage-Is OJ,le of the 
words most frequently heard dur­
in~ Td. The stations of buses 

Along street pavements old men 
,iJrite pal'allel ilerses in beautiful 

charactl-T5 0/1 dark-red paper 
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bUlmli for tile provinces of the 
;-';urth are always crowded. The 
railway statIOn ha'i recoven .. d a 
Ct;:T tain harllluny -- big awnings 
<.lad tempurary frames have given 
a shape tn the Tl1alIl building 
hlown off at L~hristma':l 1972 by 
B-5'! bomlls. Fe q':I/!: day anu 
IlIght, as tilt- Festival drJ.ws near, 
tb,: approaclJt:s to the station look 
like the stdrting lirll' of a gigant. 
ic cycle--racing track just before 
the whistle hlows. Huudn-:ds of 
bikes are lined up a.long the 
V,l\'f'ment and the middle of the 
load a~l around the station. They 
are r"egn>uped in front of posters 
bearing the names of the main 
centre'!' in the North. With tllt"lf 
luggage-carriers loaded with p:lck" 
8~es. they await the signal tu 
rush onto one of the many trains 
ready to leave Hanoi wit"h g<JOds 
vans for bicycles. Familiar out" 
lines aroLlnd lile Lake oj Restored 
Sword are redrawn by thou:-iand::. 
of coloured bulb:; shining in the 
nigltt. The water throws hack and 
redoubles the lights of the festi­
val. Stages under the trees, high­
la1111 (hlul:es, the long (hawn"out 
voice of a Illonochord ~Imic!st fire­
works and lil"e-Crachers. On Olle 

side of the Lake are the ganlen:; 
of the Reunification Cluh. The 
people sitting on tht' tiers arrived 
two hOlUS early so as not to miss 
the !'ong,; and dances (A their 
'loutiwrn provinces. H'·grouped to 
the ?\orth under the provisions 
uf the Cene\"J. ;\grE'ements, they 
~d.tber tltere, that evening, some­
times :tioIle sometimes WIth tileir 
\"illage or hamlet. Ynung men 
crowd around the amusement 
"tands. People are t,dkatn'f'" and 
when they :-ipeak of their native 
places, it i<; with nostalgia and 
\'.lriOUS llw<.1.1 ;.tc;cent-; .. -\["ouud the 
Lake rises a C()lh.:ert uf fire-crack_ 
ers which grows illt.:reasingly 
louder as the fligilt advaTlces" OTi 
the water's edge are peddlers 
.,ellillg ic~", s\.veet drinks and 
jujulJt!s. Children, their throats 
drien from the dust and tllt' acrid 
slll0h.e uf eX(Jlusiou:>, queutc up. 

Under an lliuJIllllhtui trett, the 
humped brl.ck uf a trencL. Un d 

hulging t'ar"thwurk a your:g man 
is :>qu.~ttiJ)g, his bands Langtpg 
loosely hefore his knees. looking: 
tiown at the laughing, jostling 
l:ro\vd below. On his forehead is 
<1 snu\\"-white band of mourning. 

.-\.t eadJ. ~tep. a detollation, one 

hank echoes the other in a choir 
of thllnd~r, rumbling and inn·s. 
santo As mi(lnight sounds, the 
noise is deafening with the ending 
of the year (Jf the Buf/alo and 
the- coming of t.ht Tiger, tilt: Ilev, 

year: it is diHicult to hear the 
louu-speakers, where the voice 
of Uncle Ho is reading again 
among the illuminated trees his 
last Tt;:t message. The bravest 
ones hold a string of fire-crackers 
at arm's length; they explode in 
quick succession and you must 

Flowe; s at Tet 

not It:l gn off the string until the 
last moment. Some saunterers 
jump at tIle bangs. Frieflds reas­
Sure them with a pat on the 
shoulder: "The~e are the fire­
crackers of freedom! Thev art~ 
u;.I.[lflttl in Saibon 1" Others ~c,trike 
in, la.uf.:hing: t'They are afraid 
they would camouflage the Viet 
Cong machine-guns ... So here this 
escalation of explosions is dOing 
a tlouble job; they are tor people 
JOWll there! 

A young \\oman with an infinit~ 
tenderne:;s ill her eyes, _has a 
little boy in her arms. She looks 
at passer!"-byand the multicolour .. 
ed lights abO\'e the dark waters, 
alone. with her child ... What cage 
can break the Tet in a prisoner's 
heart? 

., Cagt's for men 

who is t he tiger 
who is the man? .. 

MIREILLE GANSEL 

Hanoi, Tet 1974 
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Fir s t 

Tet • 
In Peace • 

111 

Prison 

"The First Hurrah" 

O N January 25, at 4 p.m. -­
a hi"toric hour-the news of 
t11[' signing of the Paris 

Agreement got through the barbed 
wire of the blockhouses and the 
walls of the enceinte and reached. 
us, the qo people detained in 
({oom ;\, a room reserved for mO'3t 
of tbe .. die-hards, "- that is 
p~opJc from various localities who 
had refused to give in: ex-resist­
ance member!', some of whom 
already in their seventies, had 
Spc-;llt eighteen years in jail ever 
~Jnce thl~ cstiu,jl:-lhment of the 
fP.5~1~t Diem regime. patriots 
forcibly brolJght b:1Ck from Thai­
land, sturlf'nts. intellectuals and 
other members of the third force. 

"Hurrab Jor peace! Hurrah 
for peace!" 

Our chcst~ expaIlded and our 
voicc.;; s\velkd as our cheerfulness 
and excitement mountt:d. The 
ground wa~ too lo\v; we climbed 

]0 

onto the winuow-frames; they 
were still too low, we claml)('recl 
on the shouldt'rs of Ollr frif'nds so 
that our voices spread far and 
wide, resounding, reverberating, 
ready to lift off the roof of the 
prison and hreak the heavy atnHJS­
phere of oppression amI physical 
and moral t(~rror. Each prisoner 
wanted our greetings to the 
triumph of peace t( gush out from 
hell and mingle with the joyous 
shouts of the whule Saigon, the 
whole South Viet Nam, the whole 
country and the whole world: 
If Hurrah for peace! "Tlw cry 
spread to the six rooms of the 
men's section, then reached the 
women ':; section. Two thousand 
victim:;, some of the bardest hit 
by US aggression,were rising up 
to hail the return of peace. 

During the y~ars of oppression 
we had joined our feeble breaths 
to shout Qut our opposition. For 
the first time now, hurrahs ,>prang 

{Jut f!'Om OUf chests to welcome 
p('ace, p"ace on our beloved war­
torn land \\")1('[e enemy posts &.nd 
pri~u[]s had TI1ushroomerl, 

As usual, the security apparatus 
was pllt into gear and a squadron 
of policemen invaded the jail, 
armed with ultra-rapid machine· 
gills. bludgf'on:-:, gas masks and 
tear gas, "II ready to rush at us. 
The torturers, trnsties and prison 
spies went to and fro brandishing 
their clubs and hammer~. But 
today they \H.'l'e half-heated and 
their morale evapOl'ated in the 
fire of our immense joy. For a 
quarter of an hour, OIl!' thundering 
\'oices tlnew them intd confusion, 
At last, HUI Tli;lTlh Tam, the direc· 
tor of the pris'm, hesitatingly 
Illade hi:; appearance io give orders 
to shoot ~lt tbose who dared. to 
hail peace. The wardC"rs, over­
whelmed, took fright. As for us, we 
had hC(,1l prq)ared L)r that event 
for days. A working committee 
waq formed to demand the imple· 
mentatIOn of the Agreement. 

VIET NA1J COUmER 
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New Vear', 

Ot 'H. first C()!1Cl'rn wa" to organ­
i/,e t he cciebratiol1s uf theTd 
of the Butfa\o, the fir:;t Tel in 

pf'ace.En'fY yc-:';,"I1 thisocca.;;inn, 
two 1 hOllsanJ ddainl'cs would 
receive as alms two \'(JIl11g huffa.­
loes ... "hich could f'asHy be put on 
a Lamhretta. but would ,!llow the 
gaolers to charlSc 1 wo heall of 
cattle to the ,v::cnllllt of US <l!d, 
and puclC'ct the lllnlley. 

V"./p \vanLed t<) enjoy Tt'I as free 
Illel]' On the I11o):ning 01 Jet lI;.ary 
'.23, we thrc-w aW,-lV tlH' compul­
surY /(kllLity p'ate; worn on our 
clothes, refll'iE'd to sainh' tIle SaJ­
gUll Jl,lg as llsual and demande(\ 
tbat all trustles and other scabs 
le>l.ve our room". A pnc,onerc,' com­
mittee was set up with two 
resistance cadres as prcsl-
clpnt and vicC'-pl"esiilent ann 
a studellt as sl'clelary. Sf'eing our 
flrm r<'sulve. t)w pack of lackeys 
\\-ho had been hanging around 
finally went a'lsay, 

Then we gqt down to our \\'or k. 
We ('rected an <I,ltar to the Father­
land wlth a flag, f1ower~, a ptace 
dove cut from pa.per and a paper 
background. The most ditflcult 
thing to make \\as the flag, but 
wc~ managed It with bits and 
pieces of blue, red and yello\\' 
cloth accumulated from day to 
day. It \vas only twenty centime· 
tITS long but it shone in nur 
hearts. In order to org;:l.llize sevcl­
al days of revels we set up a 
managing committee to pnol and 
i.\'strilll.lte the gifts stnt hy 1'an1l-
11('s. Luckily enough, that year 
we received a much bigw"r quan­
tity of tItbits than the pH'violl,,> 
Tets, enough for ten days of fes­
tivities. We demanded that the 
prison board allow us to visit 
comrades in other 1'00111<; durillg 
Td, the m(.re so b('cduH~ thIS Tet 
was held in peace. I j not we 
threatened to re:;oIt t() violt?llce. 
After lengthy discuSS10llS, we 
were gi yen ~t he right to visit 
deta.illl·es in tbe men ';-, aJ]!j wo­
men's sections. Ollr prestige was 
growing. The top g:-luler" still 
b Lve t!H'ITlselw's airs but till' Ull­

dcrstrappcr-. could !lot conCt'al 
tlll'lI kd!' tor tile inturt:'. Sl)lI](: ()f 
tllel11 n'l'l1 sa\\' us secrelly to 
!J1ead \ heir callse awl lxg for 
clemency. 

On the eVl' of Tet we g,lthered 
together to celehrate the pass<:,ge 
tu the [lC'W yc'ar and Sat chattlng 
a1 IrislH(' in front of till' altar. 
I'-rom tllne to time, \ve would 
st<lnd Il[l and sing in chorus the 
'~ong: ,)f Union" 'iU long un-
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eve Party 

heard. At exactly miduight. when 
the bell rang out from a church 
nearby, we solemnly celebrated 
the coming of the New Year: 
Wt' saluted om flag then. turning 
in tile dnection of the 'North, Wl' 

stood in silent tribllte to the 
memory of Pncle Ho and all the 
comrades killer! 0n the battlefield 
or in pri"on, all those \\ bo 
had s;tcrificed their lives for us 
tn enjoy, fOllay, a Tet in peact'. 
Here and there was a smothE'red 
sob at Ihe thought of the dead, 
above all of Uncle Ho, of those 
absent on that day of national 
rejoicing. Enthusiasm retnrned 
\vith the committee speech extol· 
ling the significance of the first 
Tet in peace which mnrked the 
triumph of our people, the with­
drawal of the Americans and the 
recognition of our sovereign rights. 
.:\S a new vear began. a great 
longing for freedom swelled in our 
hearb';, the longing to return to 
the strugglo: ant.! complete the 
mission entrusted by our people. 
At tbat precise momf'nt, I strain· 

f'rl my ear'> in the silcllr.e of thr 
night: there was no sound lof 
gLlIl'-i ur buIlds, bnt at~o l~O 
explos:on of fire-crackers, the 
curfe\': nmained in force. \VtC" 
then understood that (,V('11 if 
peace had corne thv ~truggle had 
not ended. 

Nul)()dy conld sl('cp a wink 
t!ldt night, at the tho1lght of our 
forthcoming visib in the mrc'll':> 
o:cction. How maglliflC('nt was 
this fest1\'al of solidarity, this 
freedom to COll11l1UTllcatf' \vhat 
we had had to h~HY ~o long at 
thl' bottom of our hearts! Ffw.riIJg 
that our time would he short, Wtt 

dicl not talk too long with anyonc 
hut pa<';s{'r\ quickly frnrn one 
!Ierson to another, Ollf' subject t(l 
another; we becarrw hoarse, Ollt 

of breath ancl exha.usted, but who 
woulrl dream of compla1ning i 

Tn the afternoon, a unicnlll 
dance group m{lde a tOllr of all 
the sections. OUT hearts beat 11) 
the rhvthm of drum beats :11111 

cymbals and W(' were transpor1 cd 
\...-ith joy. happy to have H'C(lIl 

querl'tl 01h plact' in the "Ul', 

arnol'g men. 

The Shadow of Peace 

0 -:--.; th6 Lhia! clay uf the festi­
val, the gaolers banned all 
outside visits. This was the 

"ignal for our first struggle 
oj the spnng. The whole room 
1 u::.hed out into the yard and 
shouted at the top of their voice 
.. Allow visits and supplies," 
then as t 1J i'i was persi<- ten t 11' 
refused: "Down with the admin­
i~tratiol1 which forbids visits!" 
The armed police again rushed 
into tllt' area. But our arguments 
won the day: the soldiers lower­
fcl their weapons, aIlci the hul­
l;es and other traitors made 

thernsel\'(~s scarce. The b-,g\\ igs 
who (lvoid('(l nreetiIlg us, made 
it kno\vn that the intpnlictioll 
was raised. As they gave in to 
us, our prestige was greatly 
enhanced; we were su-pportc:d by 
all the prisoners w]l()'-e shout 
~eemcd about to brc;lk IlV the 
pri<:(J!l \\';)]1:--. 

\Vl' were agai[l In-l' to celL'brate 
Tet. We inn ate" of Hoom- A 
hd.(l a gao(\ tl!lW for more than 
t('n (lays: ~pet'dll~<:. song~. s.tory 
telling, poem~', phy~ all through 
the nigln. V"L' wt'rc greatly amused 



by thr.; ,;atire .. ,-\lllcrlCclll Ins,.;es 
an,l their lackey :-:-';guyeu Van 
Thieu" writh'u anll pedurmeJ. by 
tb·.~ ,;tud'~llts, \Ve di~~d of laugh· 
ing at heanng Tilieu bew:lil his 
llnenviaLle lot while ;'\Ii".:on was 
trying tu c,--'mfmt him, (Tnt'xpected 
~Pt'ct'lt()rS app::clred from time: 
,vaxders, turturers, trustie-; and 
others ilkt' them. We should say 
that during lW)" tradItional fea<;t. 
we did not leave tbem in the 
lurch, We g,tve them some of 
thE' gifts of 100d an,t those they 
recl~ivcd Jrom the women's wanl 
wefe worth thousand:, of piastres, 
We wanted that Tf't to have the 
\."h~'lracter of national concord 
wInch is inherent in uur people. 

~o sooner hdd the traditional 
le"tival corne to an end at Tan 
Hiep than we thought of the forth­
",;oluing combat. On February 
:i, III Roum A, we organized the 
diffusion of the full text of the 
Paris ,\greemcnt, \vhich had reach­
ed in through secret channels, 
anll each of us carefully madE' a 
copy of it. Later, back in the 
free zone I was able to chel·k it 
and found that it did nut differ 
by a single comma from the offi­
cial text. Meanwhile, our dele­
gates asked for the diffusion of the 
.-\greernent. After a first refusa.l 
s'·eing that they cuuld not win 
the gctnlers resorted to a sordid 
str:Jtagem: they stick the text 
of t);r> Agreement in the guard­
room ill the middle of the prison 
the last place we would ever 
\'. ant to visit. Then we set up a 
[--']a thrm where all the :-ipe<tkers 

stre~sed the victory ot our P(·ul.de 
amlour resol .... E, to fight fur the 
implementation of the \gn'elllel.l 
and uul' (1"'1\ It'leasr.;, It ,\'<1" tilt' 
fIrst tlIlle lTl prisun that 1 critll--­
jor joy. 

As we Iud furest'en, the l."nclllY 
w:tS (luick tn reCOVer ilis halaIlce, 
On Fehruary .!3, he block~d up 
H.OOlU _-\ and Jeprived IJ-, of food 
alld driIlk. At 9 a.Ill. we shouted 
our slogans which were tak 'n up 
hy the other rOOIllS, At I ( the 
enemy gave in, but with an idf'a 
:It the back of his mind, 111 fact. 
the foll('willg day, the jaJ~al Hui 
Thanh Tam, accompallierl by Tin 
ill chQlge of tile secunty service, 
C<.lwe to tt:ll us that ,1S political 
prisoners bad to IJf; rdurneu, we 
must cla~"ify ours~J\'es Il1to cate· 
gories for an immedlate ft'group­
ment. We pI'Omised to reply to 
them in the afternoon. Diamond 
cut diamond; we Idt no stone 
unturned to prepare for the f:gbt : 
we agreed to a rf'groupm('nt, that 
is to ollr dispel':ial to other rooms 
a<; we wanted to in order to sen'e 
as core for the struggle and incite 
the others tu fight. Immelliately, 
t.he students, and uver go other 
tieLtiTlee:<: Wf're transferreJ to 
Hoorns C and (; while the 'iix 
ex resistance memhers and emi­
grants from Thailand remained 
where they \vere. In the evcn;ng, 
H.()orns C and (~ had each Sf·t up a 
committee and the following day 
we all threw away our identity 
plates and refused to salute the 
Saigon flag: the enemy attacked 
us th!:" whole morning \ .... ith blud· 

FACTS A"JD EVENTS 

geon~ a:lri teat ga'i. and as ~'obo­
rly gan' ill, at q a.lll, they took 
alll~ men including two of the 
Saigon stl1llt'nb to an unknown 
destination with their eyes band­
aged and their hands bound behind 
their back. 

The struf:glt:: at Tan Hiep went 
Ull. fiercer than ever, not on Iv 
against the persecutions ane! 
tortures which were little by 
little extt'Trntllating the detainees 
uut also against a new, no less 
cruel attempt to liquidate the 
political pnsoners. But since 
spring rY73. with the dawning 
of peace, all of us had risen up, 
strlC'llgthened by the historic vic­
tory of our people. I t was precise­
ly ill the cour::.e oJ that strug· 
gle tbat my resolution to join the 
ranks uf the revolutionary com­
batanh was consolidated. At 
the beginning of l\larch, the 
enemy resorted to another trick: 
they" released" the ex-resistance 
memoers in order to send us to 
various localities \\ here it would 
Le easier' to repress and eveD 
liquidate us. It was on the way 
to one of these that I t'scaped to 
the liberated zone. One of my 
companions is still detained at 
(!uang !\gai; as for the four 
others I have no idea where they 
are. The struggle is still going on 
for those still (letained at Tan 
Hiep as weJl as for the 200,000 

others in South Vietnamese 
prisons. 

VU TIEN DUNG 
(former political prisorler in 

South Fiet Nam) 

Children Buried Alive 

O N November IS and 29, [1}73, at Pho Phong 
village. Due Pho district, Quang NgCii prov· 
ince. men of the ht Battalion. sth Regiment, 

...:nd Infantry Division of the Saigon army, seized 6 
r,;Lddren: Nguyen Bang, aged 15; Nguyen Tu. 13; 
.:\guyen Thi Tuoi. [2, Nguyen Nam, I I; Nguyen 
Lmg. 12; and Nguyen Bac, 12. They forced those 
children to climb up a tlt'e, tortured thE-m and then 
buried them all alh e. 

This is not the only" feat of arm::;" of the divi­
sion. In more recent days. during their land-grab4 
bing opeI<l.tions against the liberated village of 
PllO ;\n in the salOe district (December 7-18, 1973) 
solJiers of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Regiment of thi<; 
division, seized and raped 27 women, inCluding 
Tran Thi lIuu. 13 and ~guyen Thi Boa, 0. At An 
Thanh \'jILlgl:', tlli.~y drtc:' tt'u awl npec} ).;gu; t:'1l '11il 
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NhLl: her mother, .Nguyen Thi Thuan, who ca1"be 
to her n'SCIH' was shot dead together with her daugh· 
ter. Four cllildren: !'guyen ~goc, 12; Ph am SOIl, 
10; Pham Tu, s, and Bui Sam. 7. were plunged 
into wate! dnd then buried shoulder·deep in the 
ground ">0 as to force them to talk. 

The i\ly 1..:11 case in lJuang Ngai. during the Irs 
occupation, aroused gn'at indignation aIllong Amer­
icans and world people. American troops ha\e 
been withdrawn but Saigon's policy ot repressing 
tbe lllO\'elllent for freedom and independence remain.., 
unchanged, a3 are the measures for implementing 
tbat POllCY . .\la::;sacres of civilians, burning of hou·.,­
e", dl;::;tructiull of gLmlens and fields, plunderiIIK 
uf rIce, are crillles cOlllmitted daily throughout 
Suuth Vi~t .\am by tbe ::'~Ijyell Van Thieu cliyut". 
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One Year After the 

Signing of the Paris Agreement 

O
~ -'larch 8, lC)6j to the 

blaring music of a Hlilitary 
band. the Grs of the rs 

explrditionary force lanrlC'd on the 
shore of Da Nang (South Vif't 
Nam). Eight years later, on .March 
29, 1973 at 4: 53 p.m. (Saigon 
time) four·stal ('~eneral Weyand 
held a flag-furling ceremony at 
Tan Son Nhat airhase, the Penta­
gon East. HQ of the US com­
mand in South Viet Nam. 

It was a sultry aft~rnoon. 
General Weyand and Ambassador 
Bunker together with American 
officers representing the four arms 
which bact taken part in the Vid 
Nam war listened to a tape record­
mg of the US anthem. The 
cen'm0ny lastf'd only fifteen 
mmutf:'S and one hour later the 
Americans \yithrlrew, under th(~ 
scrutinizing f'\'es of DRVN and 
PJ{(; army officNs. 

Thl' last (;[5 lrai'inr; {Ja 
,\fang airbase !t1Idel' the su­
peJ'vision nt the FottJ'-Partv 
Joint JlilitafY COlll1nissi01'I. 

N" 21 - Ft'bruary IYi4 

The War Apparatus Left Behind 

Weyand's departure \vasrequir. 
ed under the Paris Agreement 
which made it clear ill Articee 4 
that the US must end all military 
involvement in South Viet Nam. 
But in practice, though the (~ls 
have been repatriated. the whole 
weaponry has been left in South 
Viet Nam hy the At1lt'ricans. 

Worse still they shipped large 
quantit.ie1' of war material to the 
country just before th(' cease-fire 
and have continued to do SiO all 
through last year. None of the 
military bases was dismantled as 
stipulated in the agreement a.nd. 
most important of all. <l great 
num ber of American pel sonnel 
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wetf' left h('hind ,.,:lli) tq.:d1, cr 
with the nt'wly introlluced ['f'[­

,"onnel total 2 [,000 own servil'g 
in such organs as D.\.O, S,\AFO, 
LSA_lD and in the consulait's and 
consulatcs-gencJal. TIl(' l:S is 
providing commanders and 
instructors to the Saigon armed 
forces WhlCh now :-;tand at 1.1 

lllillion »oldi(,l"s art! 12.1,000 
Po1icf'I1Hn. Though t11C l'S is now 
working more behind 1 hI' C;l~f'l1('S, 
this d<)cs not prevent tile war 
from continning. samet in.(':; at a 
fiercp tempo. 

must he rf'~(!l\'('ct to decide the 
destinY of South Viet I'\arn," On 
A:lgu>'t 5, 1<)73 Thieu advanced 
his "TIll cr :'\Of's": "No peace, 
no dClllocratlc lil)('rllc:'>, t () 

national reconciliation and Con­
cord." Early in :--:eptfmber rY/~' 
Kbiem dechred: (, The Paris 
accord is WOise tbiln a marriage 

of J972. The prodllction of s,Jgar, 
cigau:ttes and soft drillks was also 
in the same predicamcnt. A slump 
in production ~"nd galloping infla. 
tion haH~ (If course led to the 
continuing devalu81ion of the 
pia~trf'. III 1955 the official 
f-xchange CIte was 35 pi~<;tres to 
a dollar. On January 5, I()n this 
rate was 560 piastres to a ('ollar. 

\Vho ha<; <l(h-ocatcd that war 
policy? Thicu has been sht Util~g 
out threat!', hut eVC'f\'one knCJ\n; 
that he <auld not do so \\'Ithout 
Nixon's consc~nt. :\ Saigon paper 
spoke the mind ()f the Thu'u c1iqlie 
when it wrote: "They only \\'i~h 
to Sl''2 the prolongation ()f tht' war. 
The longer the fightilJg drags on. 
the more it hrings grist to thf'ir 
nnll. Thf'\' are trailing after 
foreignns to r<lke in ill-goth>]} 
profits from the s,q'at and blood 
of their fellow-countrY!llell Over 
tile wrcck~lge of tanks ;"lId planes. 
They long to sec the T('.sumption 
of the war, because the !wmbs 
and .shc'lIs will brirg them more 
profit" (!Jicn Tilt, Febru<lIY S, 
1973). 

cf'rtlficate" (D£en Tin, Septem­
her 12, 1973) :'IIeanwhile he gene 
orders to t11e police to "eradicate 
the enemy's illfrastrllctu;"e" (Dan 
Chit, Sf'p'cll1bC'r 12. 1973). 

In 1973, the Saigon piastre was 
d('\-alupd ten times, and the prices 
of all ctlmmodities in the fir>'t ten 
mOllth . ..: of tile year went up bv 
loa t() 200%. and even higher fo'r 
some prim,uy goods. On :\ugust 
5. H)73, three indispensable com. 
modities !"aw their prices rai"ed 
by tIle Saigon administration: 
rice went up by 5.'5%. sugar 60{,;{, 
and petrol 76%, Of course. the 
pricE'S were ~till higher on the 
black market. On Novf'mbC't 20. 
J973. the price of petrol wa.s 
raised once more by another 50%. 
Th~ prices of Dear1y all otheT 
goods e~pecially primary goori.s 
jnmped up in the ~ame proportion. 
The continuously risif'/';: price of 
rice, which has become increas_ 
illgly scarce. C8USfS serious anxiety 
for the Saigon population. Now 
after the oil price rise. thp 
market price of one hundred 
kilograms of rice is 34.000 piastres 
(as against 7.600 piastres per 
roo kgs at the end of 1()7 2 ) 

(Doc Lap. Nov. 23, I973)" NinC' 
hundred other commodities in­
creased in price: .. Sugar 300,{) 
(520 piastres per kilogram). milk 
by 25 piastres a tin._ edible oil 
flo%, (by 600 piastres a tin)" 
(Con~ [Han, Dec. r, 1{)?3), 

.\t a gathf'ring attended by 6,000 
civil sen·ants on Argust 1, 1973, 
Tnm Thien Klli(,nl, Prinw L\linistt"r 
of th(" Saigon administration, 
said: "Don't let the Paris :\gree­
ment shape the destiny of South 
Viet Xam" and. .. ()llr army 

On SeptemuC'r 16. 1973. Thieu 
urdererl his army to intensify 
attacks to annihilate" Communist 
ha-;E's," hlockade the "liberated 
areas" and launch d preventive 
strikf>~, " thus rekindling 
llostilitirs. On October 
30 , 1973. attacks "I"ere hmnchf'd 
against the liberated area~. On 
January 4. '974, at Can Tho, 
Thif'u made it clear that .. as 
regards military activiti('~. I can 
~ay that 111(' war has been resum_ 
ed. " 

A Shattered Economy 
Tn 1973, Saigon imported 80 

million dollars' worth of perrol 
(Dien Tin, Nov. 5. f973). After 
the PLAF attack on the three big 
fuel depots at Nha B!:'. there was 
an acute shortage of oil. and 200 

filling stations had to clme down. 
The f'nergy crisis worsened. 

But in \vhat conditions is Thifu 
trying to res-ume t11e war? 
Militarily, the US expeditionary 
forc(s, mainstay of the Saigon 
army. have been withdrawn. and 
this withdrawal has left bfhind 
serious economic conseqnences-. 

There was a time w1)cn Saigon 
was flooded with Hondas. TV­
~ets. refrigerators. tape recorders 
and other luxury goods supplied 
hv the PX shops. In 1968, the 
(;-Is spent oV('r one hillion pias­
tres a day in South Viet Nam. 
But tOday that artificially induced 
boom is definitely over and we 
arc sef'ing the true face of an Un­
prod ucti vc society. im poverished 
<lnd exhausted by tbe '\"ar. Trant: 
Dell \\'T,-,te in its Nov. 14. 1973 
issue:" The rconomy of this 
counily i"- l:ke tbe body of a drug 
addict wllO ~ppears to be healthy 
when he is given an injection of 
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heroin. is visibly weakened WhEn 
hi~ dose is reduced, but when he 
IS suddenly d(·priyed the con!"e. 
CJuences are llnforSff'able." 

The two-year plan of .. post-wa~ 
rehabilitation and development" 
is rf'gardcd by Nguyen Van Thieu 
as a pI nacea to .. retrieve and 
normalize the living conditions of 
the war victims" and to "restore 
production. "But he had to admit 
on August 2(, 1973 that" At 
present increa"iing difficulties have 
cropped up in the political situa. 
tion. and the economic and social 
problems have also become more 
difficult to solve." He spoke of 
.. restoring production," but 
industrial and agricural produc_ 
tion has ground to a halt_ For 
inst; nce, in the first six months 
of 1973. the weaving branch saw 
its production drop by 2,000 tons. 
compared with the same period 

In I973. the Saigon budget def" 
icit was 116 billion piastrt-" (a 
shortage of liS billion ,\-as further 
recorded at the end of the year) ; 
and in 197+ the figure is 177 
billion. l\If'anwhile, Nguyen Van 
Thien ohdurately gves on with Ule 
,var. In ItJ/3, military expendi. 
ture ate up more than half the 
budget, and in Il)H. out of the 
63 0 billion piastres butlgeted, 3'20 
blllion or more than half arc 
t"armarked for military expendi­
ture. This does not include {lS 
military aiel. Ha Xuan Truong, 
the Saigon administratinn's J\-'lilllS­
ter of Finance, admitted: .. In 
1973, to cover the budget expenrli­
hue of 4qo billion piastres (raised 
afterwards to 510 billion) the GVN 
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had J09 billitlo or 39% from taxe~. 
qo bIllion from 'foreign aid. or 
29%. and 160 billion, or 32 %. 
from inflation." 

Anticipated at 160 billion: in 
June t973 inflation ran to 240 
billion pIastres, or nearly 50% of 
the budget (this c efici t did not 
include 60 billions of public debts). 
From 51 billion in January 1966, 
the monev in circulation had 
seven year,,- later (in January 1973) 
nsen to 2(12"8 blllton or -t times 
wore. From 200 1l1j\\iCtn jll 1972 , 

Saigon's fOff'ign Gurrf'ncy reservf'''' 
had dropped to [(10 mtllton dollar.': 
in 1973. After the withdra\valof 
the G Is. the Gurrency exchanged 
by the US Dep:utuwnt of Defense 
with the Thieu ,ldministration in 
1973 amounted to 130 million dol­
lars or 100 millloo less than in 
1972 • 

Thit'u hoped to sec t:;S aid 
increased. But his trip to \Vash­
ington in April 1973 was disap· 
pointing to him. Nixon \vas 
entangled in the Watergate scan­
dal. a gloomy economic situation 
was p! evailing in the OS and many 
congressmen were afraid of anoth· 
er Involvement in \~i.et Nam; 
consequently CS aid {tid not exceed 
260 million I"l(,llars in the 1973-
1974 fiscal year as against 500 
million in 1072 (Dai Dan Toe. Nov. 
22,1(73)' In West European coun· 
tries Thieu fared no better. He 
was ragan-Ied as "an uninviteo 
guest." About Thieu's trip. MP 
Pham Van Tan remn.rked: .. Never 
has such an ignnminious page 
been written in the diplomatIc 
history of the Vietnamese people" 
(Statement made before the" Sai­
gon Senate" on April 18. 1973)' 
The aid granted by France was 
derisory, that of Japan was only 
on PJper. whilf' the "Asian De­
velopment Bank" has done noth­
ing for Saigon. 

As foreign aid couht not (Jffsd the 
budget deficit.Thi('u re~orted to the 
selling dirt cheap of the country's 
natural resources. First. he grant­
ed prospecting rights to Ameri­
can, japanese and Canadian com· 
panies for 16.6 million dollars. He 
also invited foreign companies to 
make investments on favourable 
terms, hut obtained only 6 million 
doll~rs which exist only on paper, 
as In the pres(>nt circulllc;tances, 
nobody is foolish enough to sink 
money !n business ventures in 
South Viet Narn. 

Thien then tried another solu­
tion : running gambling uens and 
brothel~. This is no\\" p'l.rt of 
his "State policy." In this con-

N° 21 - February 197-\-

nection Dien Tin wrote on July 
26. 1973: "The Ministries of 
Social Welfare, Planning and 
Finance have \-vorked out regilla­
Lons to make tenders for the con­
struction of international amm:e­
ment centres with gambling of 
all kinds from" tossing coins to 
roulette," 

Bu.t thi:-; /, State policy" brings 
notliwg good to t:Q.e Saigon econo· 
my and {mances. Tax increase and 
inflation remain thf' principal 
means of robbing the people. Since 
the beginning of I973. all taxes 
ha.ve gone up: shop tax, licence, 
income tax (by 5 times). tax on 
transport (J 5 times) ann. other 

taxes, such as printing tax, from 
2 to 40 timt"s. (Tin Sang. April 21, 
1973)' Many industrial and com­
mercial firms have gone bankrupt 
such as the "Tin nghia Credit 
Bank" (closed on Arril 21, 1973) 
and the _Hpha Film Company 
(closf'd on April 27)' Taxes also 
stnke wage-earners: workers pay 
20% and civil servants 15% of 
their wages. On July I, 1973. the 
Saigon administration created a 
new value added tax which hit 
all commodities and all sections 

of tl1e population. Accordi1lg to 
the Saigon press, within 40 days 
VAT had robbed the townspeople 
of 5.2 billion piastres. 

As the opposition to VAT reach· 
ed its peaks. on August 9. 1973, 
the Sa.igon administration stopped 
collecting that tax from a number 
of activities such as: small indus· 
tries. agriculture, transport, edu· 
cation, h('alth service and socia.l 
welfare. the press ... and therefore 
lost a good part of the 70 billion 
piastres expected from the 
taxation. 

According to the Saigon papers. 
on November 22, 1973. Thieu 
increased the equalization tax on 
200 imported articles. On Novem­
ber 27. 1973 Dai Da'H Toe wrote: 
"The new equalization tax is to 
supersede the devilish VAT and 
the taxes on landed properties 
(houses. gardens, ricefields). The 
inhabitants afe like moribund 
patients exhausted by taxes and 
the price hike. " 

In 1973 Thieu collected 126 
billion piastres from taxes and in 
1974 he contemplates a revenue 
of 247 billion. II The higher the 
taxes, the more the money the 
[Thieu] administration gets to 
serve i t5 war pu rpose; the more 
hungry the people. the more 
money the administration has to 
squander. .. But man's endurance 
has a limit. To what extent can 
our people's forbearance be strain· 
cd?" (Bulletin No. 11 released 
in Saigon by a group of Saigon 
MPs). 

A Declining Society 

With his " reconstruction prog· 
ramme" Thieu promised jobs to 
the workers. This is an empty 
promise. After the withdrawal of 
the GIs 100.000 employees of 
American firms and offices were 
out of a job. The enterprises of 
construction amI repair of build­
ings to be let to the Yankees 
saw their income sink to the 
IO\ve5t point, and tens of thou­
sands of bricklayers and carpen· 
ters were thrown out of employ· 
men t. A s the volume of goods 
handled has diminished. tens of 
thousands of dockers are llOW idle. 
The closing of night clubs, 
dancing·halls, Turkish bathrooms 
has thro\vn tens of thousands of 
barma.ids and ho'>tesses out into 
the streets. Meanwhile the jobless 
workers have not been able to 
return to their native villages 

because the war was continuing 
As a result of Thieu's policy, over 
one million peasants are penned 
up in .. settlement centres" and 
"refugf>e camps" where they live 
on government allowances. 

The rank of jobless "'people is 
swollen by the war invalids from 
various battlefronts. totalling 
"over two million" according to 
Dai Dan TOG of September 19. 
1973. But Dien Tin of September 
27 quoted the Saigon authorities 
as saying that a The figure is in 
fact higher." On January 2, 
1974, Saigon newspapers report­
ed that in industry. there is a 
40% unemployment as a result of 
the energy crisis. Some basic 
industries such as the manufactur· 
ing of cloth, soap and rubber 
affected by the recent import ban, 
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arp contemplating t~I'" rilsmif's;{1 
of 30% of their ,voI·k,-,._..; after Tet.. 
Tbus to the prp<;('ot hYo million 
workers laid ,)ff will he arldhl 
hundreds of tb()u~ands of others. 
., The uncrnploytnc'nt \\-hich pre­
vails at prc<;f'ot is not ff'mpl)fCuy 

as some prr~plf' lwlif'vc, hut II11r,;;t 

last a long tlllle" /)"i 1\111 T(Je, 
All~llSt 7, II); J}. 

Tnd;:j~-, to fi;ld il. j"l->, :'IT1y jub, 

in Saigrm or other citiE'<; 111 South 

V)('t :~arr., io-;I prohlelli. \Vh<l! call 

thE'se jobless do? Tholl<;;tnd<; of 
them display their small pdf':-, nf 
wares on UW sidewalks for salf' , 
Oth('rs hire thclllsrh:f's as car1f'f~ 
or porters ancl will do any \\"f)rk 
to earn their li',-illg. 011(' dour IS 

wide open to thf'11I: the <-<rlny, 

Thdt, hold-ap~, pro"titllt;,-'I1, 
drug adriicticm. ht'ggar~" C(Jf(IlP­
tioll, etc., the.;"e an' no \ maJOl 
social scourges. Visiting Saip,"on. 
a foreign journalist said: "\Vhile 
yesterday Saigon wai' rq;~ardt'd <is 
the 'Paris ()f the East' or the 
'Pearl of the FeU .E<ti't' it i" today 
the city of disgnsl. It" slums arc 
fllll of destitllte people who live 
on the heaps of garb;lge piled up 
alrHlg the Sidf'walks. What a 
ghastly sight!" (R"rort<1ge on 
Saigon in Life iii If,',{I'Saij',,, 

Pnland) 

"J3;;,ggary, theft. 
hold-ups. hlackmail, 

corrnptlon, 
kidnarping 

and lUurdp.r, arc common. "Iany 
of the youth anri 8dolf's(~pnts hayp 

bf'en forced to ;;i"f:' up thr.ir stud­
ies and to hire themselH;s as 
spryants or bf'C01lH' prn-,titute<;, 
\loth('l'S If'aYe fhf"il' nf',\'.horn 
bahic, on th .. PdY(,I11~.'nt, \Ylw!p 
families commit c;uicide by poi. 
son ... In the chaotl:~ C,r)'-::lf'ty of 
Saigon the gap hetw('t'fl tlte rlr::h 

and the poor Ii' wid,,;, th<'ln f'H'r 
hdore" (Gio .1/oi, lhllr~tin Of 
Vidnamese re."irlents In Paris, 
Sept. 8. 1973). 

Here is what Dai Dan Toe (Sai­
gon) wrote on Dec.5, T9,'3 ,thOrl'!: 

the corruption of the youth In 
thE' South .' 
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"Thf' nllmhf'r of jl1\'rnilr df'­
lin'-fi1ents ii' COI1<;;tantly increa:-lng : 
an Plght·Yf'u·old kid in f<1gs and 

tettt.f'r.<;;, knows how to !?-n!"ak into 
1 he crowd to pick pockets; anoth. 
pr onf', I 'Z, as pale OlS death, 
with a haggard look and tousled 
hair. yawns his head alf, for lack 
of drugs; a third one, only 13. in 
tattE'ri', steals 20 eggs in the 
middle of th(' market... All that 
1<;; painfut to look at. Many chil­
dren whf) <He lidng with their 
famJiI(,s have also hecome delin­
qllenb. because they are too poor. 
df'prived of education and have 
h('en corrupted by other children." 

Fascization of Political Life 

Whrlt Thicl] dislike<;; most in 
the hf'ritage left by the Ameri. 
~an~ 1<; the Paris Agreement 
\\-hic.h rules tha,t the dom('stic 
affairs l)f South Viet Nam should 
11(' settled on the basis of the 
existence of two administration~. 
hn) armies, two zonrs of control 
ancI three political forces. The 
accord also stipulates that the 
two sides should ensure democrat­
ic liberties and the relea~e of 
ci vilian detaine~s. All this IS 

unacceptable to Thieu. 

To ensure democratic hbertif's 
means that "the popUlation may 
move freely between thp two 
zone~ nf control.., and this means 
a total rii .... intcgrdtinl1 of President 
Thieu's rank.;:." (I) No wonder 
that while "on(' nf the two South 
Vietnarne<;(' P;.J.l't i('s uo('~ its hest to 
popularize the full text of the 
agreement by all possible means, 
the othf'f is rrluctant t.o m<lke it 
puhlic and ket'p'i distorting the 
facts." (..!) "One can say at once 
which side will fwnefit and which 
i'idc will he harrnpn hy the strict 
impl(,1l1('ntation of t ht" Pi-Iri.:; Agrcf'o 
ment." U) 

On", riay before the signing of 
the I\uj..; Agreement, Thieu said: 
"As .for all Ollr affairs, laws, ancl 
admini<;tration, we will do exactly 
as in the past, nothing is chang. 
ect •.• " \\lithout any more ado 
h(' ~addl(>d the population under 
his s\\'ay with fascist dE'cree-laws 

contrary tr) the accord. Imme­
diatf'ly after the agreement W;l~ 
~jgnpr1, Thien iSRued decrt'e!' allow. 
ing military courts to try ci\'il­
ian cases anri declared a " state 
of emergency" which allowed his 

men to shoot df'ad on the spot any 
man they chosl". In March 1973, 
he speeded up the "pacification" 
programme to '''purge'' and ar. 
rest people. He sent policemen 
to the poorer districts of the 
city to take photographs of the 
inhauitants, make t{"cords on indi­
viduals and families, !'let up watch­
towers amI organize "people's 
self-defence" in order to keep 
close watch on t.hp inhahitants. 
force thl."lll to hoi:-;t the three­
Rtripe flag, to paint these colours 
on their o\\.-ellingo;. to write on 
thp.ir door!' <Inti·Communist .... 10. 

gans. \Vith Tf'R:-trd to govl:"rnm!;'nt 
senices, Thieu has issued a 

decree law on eight. securil.\' 
measures '..-hich are in fact repres­
sive and pn'venti"e measure.!. 
With regard to the business 
enh'rprisei', he- has instructed 
their owners to re-quire from their 
worker:;; thrt"{> df'clarations on 
their personal r('cordi', to ~ack 
th{' " blernished" ones, and for 
"ufYeillance he has po<;ted his 
own men dlsgui~ed as workers. 

On May 12, (973. four months 
after the coming into force of th(' 
Paris Agreem£'l1t. Thieu signed 
Decree-law 020 to set up "security 

~, -------~,-- -_._--
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r months 
Tce of thf' 

u signed 
"security 

committees" which are nothing 
but organizations for aRsassina­
tion and terrorism_ "The so-call­
ed Security Committees which 

are maintained are empowered to 
arre~t or deport those regarderl !Hi 

dan~erou5 for the SRigon admini­
!'lration. without any evijrncr' 
or condemnation by a tribunal or 
a. juridical organ. The duration 
of deportation orderf'd by- thrsf' 
committees is two years hut C'Rn 
be indefinitly n;"newed. l'reednm 
of assocIation, freedom of or~ani 
'lation, freeoom of politic;!1 
activities - all these are simph­
ignored by Thieu's aclministr~til)!l, 
To cross over to the areas undfO'r 
PRG control for a visit to pan'nt~, 
or to look after th'" f'l1lCf'stOTS' 

tombs, is a crinH'" (1 J(li Didl 
review, June r973)-

To quell t!lf" resi.stClncf" of th'" 
population, Thieu has launched 
large-scale mopping-up operation!> 
codenamed "For the peopl"'," 
"Truth," "Tbe Roar! to Free­
dom." In each of these operations, 
hundreds of persons were killed, 
tens of thou<;ands of others arrest­
ed. According to the Saigon press 
in the ten days after the signing 
of the Joint Communique (from 
June [.1 to ::!j. (973). the Saigon 
administration carrif'd o·.,t H£"arly 
2,000 pulice operations, purged 
ow'r 60,000 pf'rSonR. tortured and 
apprehended hnndreds of othf'rs. 

On July 15, J(J7_~ alr>1H', jY5 
raido; were made during ..... hich 
45.9b2 people Wf'rc arrpsted, 

Since the h(>~inning of Decl"'m­
ber I')7J. the Saig(j11 ariminlstJa­
tion h~;, sl('ppetl up these ope-ra­
tions to fepres:s the population tn 

various districts of Saigon. [0 

Vhuong hach Ong (ktll District). 
in the first ten day" (If Decemher 
a doZ"en company-si;;rrl p(11i~f" 

raIds Wf'[r l;arricd out. 

It is not only the nl<tf;ses but 
also all the political parties who 
<'Ire rf'garded hy Thif'u as his 
('nelllic~. And so IH' has left noth~ 
iog ,mdone which could help 11im 
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tfl cling to his pt'esldtnt's se;jt. 
On Ff'bruary 23. 1973, he s:et up 
tiJp "Popular Front for Peacf': il.nd 
thl" Right to National Self·Detf'[­
mination." Over one month latrr. 
hp created the "Democrat ic 
Party" led by him. A t tlH~ found­
Ing" session he declared: .. Thf' 

Democratic Party is the ha.rome­
Ie-I" of anti·Communism." Hf' 

compels everybody to join thf' 
Pnrt.y and show loyalty to the 
r('gime, and he threatens to dis­
mif's OT transfer those who refn.:;e 
to do so. I'The inhahitants and 
cinl servants or military mf'n 
who want to enjoy prl\'ileges ann 
to he immunE" fmm tlireats ?ntl 
tr't tor have to join the DemocrAt· 
ic Party" (Doi Dien. June 1973). 
On May 16, 1973, the Saigon 
;\1inistry of th~ Interior iSSllf'd ~ 

decree ba.nning 26 political partir's 
in South V;~t Narn. On July 10. 

l~j7J Thieu launched an "a.dminis­
tr<ltl\'C rC"volution" to militarize 
thp civil 5e1"\'ants and aho to 
dj"card those who ate not to his 
likin~, Besides, he r1i!'!missed 
many generals :'\nd field offic~n;. 
and ccmpeJled them to resign 
or hrought them up for trial 
befure a military court on 
chargf's of" corruption" or "in­
df1cif'ncy." lfany civil serva.nts 
,<:ll{feIE"rl the same f?h" 

In Allgnst 1973, Thieu held 
"partial elections" to the Saigon 
.. Scn::tte" to nmew one· half of 
th<tt body. with th~ aim of ousting 
tho~e who did not s"(' rye to eye 
with him and putting in his own 
1llf'Tl. This is a man(1'U\'re to pave: 
the way for his third fiw·.year 
pr~"id('ntjal term_ To Ihis ("nd, on 

Jrtlluary 19. 1974, he had a dlCi(t 

Unavoidable 

One ~'ear has passed since thF' 
signing of the Pans Agreement. 
..\. rE'vif'w of the activities of the 
S8igon administration in IY73 
show!'; that Thien was right when 

11r ~aid on January 13, 1973: 

The Nha l-It oil depot HNl1' -'''(H'­

gon shelled l!y PI_Ai'" (nfil1uy. 
140,000 tons 0/ Irul 1(,ClIt tiP 1n 

!1aHles. 

ClllH"ndml'nt to thf' ConstitutiON 
pass('n by <l Nation?l A~se01hly 

mostly Tllrtor "t:lp of TIlC'milns who 
are at his beck and call. 

Disintegration 

"If thf' Alll~riCrln, let us down it 
will bp the end, thf' rpal ('nri, <lnd 
there will be nothtng leIt to say." 

E\'en if the Aml'l"ICrtT1<; do not let 
him do\\ n, Thieu must lIe aware-
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uf his sllaky position. He i" being 
submerged little by little Ly a 
human sea which has been surging 
up after the signing of the Pal'is 
accord. Thieu's "land-grabbing" 
plan financed and (itrectf'd by 
Americans has suffned Sl vere 
setbacks. In less than une year, 
' .. q_o.ooo Saigon tro0ps were put 
out of action. Encroaching and 
.. pacification" operatiops Wfre 
duly punished even at their staging 
bases-1he airbase at BIen Hoa, 
the petro1 depots at Nha Be and 
Long Binh and the Pleiku ammu­
nition dumps. The Saigon troops' 
morale is sag~ing: anti-war dem­
onstrations and mutinies were 
frequent in I973. According to 
still if. complete figures. within bm 
months 140.000 men defected 
indi'Y~dually or collecti ..... ely. 

In the co~nfty~ide and the 
periphery uf the to\\'ns -updcr Sai· 
gon control. the inhabitantsbaye 
been fighting against heavy taxa­
tion, looting and exploitation, 
for freedom of movement, and 
permission to return to their na­
tive villages, against crime. forc{'d 
enlistment in the army'abd regroup­
ment ano for the reJ;utn of t h{' 

(Ccntiuued jrc:rn page 7) 

and I7.2% compared to 1972, thC' 
structure of the herd has "radually 
changed. The weight ot pigs has 
also been rai~ed by 9.5% on all 

average. Family pig-breeding, still 
the mam sector with an .s,r% 
inert-ase in the number of pigs 
over 1972, has kn0wIl a certcHn 
oe\'eJopment: in I!)7j, 85% (';f 

til(' peasant households raised I..') 
pigs un average pach. Co-operative 
brerding in ly provlnces has in­
creased by 8 .. 5% compared ,,-ith 
last year. The~e results will help 
Ii vestock-breed ing modernizp ibeli 
and progressively become an 
activity inllependent of cultiva­
tion. Immediately 7,()oomore tons 
of llle<lt have been supplied to 
the market than in 1972. 

In State farms, laorl reclamation 
and the hringing of l~ew land 
under cultivation ha\'e heen c~lrri­
ed out over \\'idc areas .. 1:).000 
more h{'ctares h<l.ve already -been 
ITserved for perennial industrial 
crops: coffee. tea, pineapple. 
mulberry and orange. 

To il1l/Jroi':' the people'S /iuing 
sta1,dard is alway" one of the 
fundamental uhjeeti\-es of the 

18 

~oldiers to thei, familief:;, for peace 
and national concord. 

The townsfolk arf' also fighting 
for their immedirl.te interests. 
Workers are striking for wage 
increases and supplies of rice and 
against sacking. They belong to 
various branches: railways. water 
and electricity, fuel, the docks, 
road tran~port and the airways, 
the car industry. factories for can­
ned feods, batteries, textiles, rub­
\.H r and fertilizers, hospitals. and 
even DAD officf'. Traders aod 
petty officials fight against taxes 
and prices. The intellectuals, well­
known personalities. civil servants 
armymen, journalists, artists and 
even AlPs arc dra.wn into the 

Economic Life 

regime. In this. field. the ta~k is 
most ddficult as demographic 
growth is high. However, the 
State is trying to restrict the 
people's privations as much as 
possible. Be-side the regular supply 
of foodstuffs and o1her daily consu· 
mer articles, housing constitutes 
a crucial anel urgent Froblem. 
Apart from the damaged houses 
which have been repairelil, the 
town and province administrations 
have built 400,000 sq.m. of thatch 
houses and 60.000 sq .. rn. of brick 
houses (including 10,000 sq .. in. 
of prefahricated multi-storeyed 
houses). Thes(' figurrs rio not take 
into acconnt houses built by the 
people thf"msclves. 

A.ttention has also been given 
to the training Df skilled wDrk­
ers and technical and m'ana­
gerial cadres: In [973 the 
number of workers recruited into 
professional schools increased by 
50% compa.red with 1972 .. 

The improvement of e(!oHomic 

strugglE'. Slogans have been dis­
played during many demonstra­
tIons demanciwg the implementa­
tion of democratlc liberties, peace 
and national concord and protest­
ing against the fascization of the 
administration .. :\lanyactions have 
been crowned whh success: the 
railway \yorkers obtained payment 
of r60 million piastres owed to 
them since JlJ70, the guarantee of 
a minimum salary and the release 
of 'ZI trade-union cadres; the mass 
movement has compelled Thieu 
to !:'uppress VAT in some sector,,; 
Mme Ngo Ba Thanh has been 
released, etc. The~e initial suc­
cesses are a good start for the com­
ing development of the struggle of 
the urban population. 

The Thien administration is still 
there. But the factors leading to 
its disintcgration and collapse are 
increasing with c",'r-ry passing day. 

THANH NAM 

(I), (2), (3) VlOlations of Peace. 
published on Nov. I, T973 in Paris 
by deputy Ngo COHg Due. 

In the DRVN 

management which \vas interrupted 
in t972 has heen resumed in 
indulOtrial enterprises, handicraft 
co· operatives and agricultural co­
operatives with a view to stabiliz­
ing and putting in order produc­
tion upset by the war. 

It sho;ald be noted that educa­
tion and cu./tnral life continued to 
develop during the war; for a 
year now they ha ve made even 
more rapid progress .. 

Considering the seemingly insur­
mountable 0bstacles (the scope of 
destructions, the ~hortage of raw 
materials, power, fuel. equipment, 
skilled worker~, technique ... ) the 
results obtained in 1973 in econom­
ic rehabilitation are encouraging. 
Much rema ins to be done but 
those first successes constitute a 
starting-point of great importance 
and make it possible for national 
reconstruction to progress at a 
quicker tempo in the years to 
come .. 

VU QUQC YUAN 
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FACTS AND EVENTS 

Obstacles to the Formation of the Provisional 

Laos Union National Government • 
In 

THE Vjf'ntianf' .\~reement on L;lOS \\·a~ signed on 
February 2£,1<)73. More than six month" tater, 
the Pr010cul was also signed (Sept. r \. [973). 

The pro..-isions of the cease-fire aroP[ hayl' largely 
heen carrie,{ onto Tn mid-December. the patriotic 
forcE's' men and material were spnt to Vlcnti.Il1C and 
Luang Prabang to put into effect the nelltrali.!:ation 
of these two cities. A Central Joint CUn1lfll:.sion for 
the implementation of the Agreement was set up and 
its progr~mme of action has been agrerd upon. 

HOIVt'vf"r, the impkmentation of mClJlY provision'-;; 
of the Agreement and of the Protocol has bN'n 
carried ont slowly and incompletely. 

The Vientiane troop:;, aided and abetted by the 
United States, have launched many nihhling attacks 
ag;dn'3t th~ lihC'raterl ~r(';t" in Xieng Khlloang, Kh,IITI 
.\IuoanC', S,tv<lnnakhet-, SJr;l.\'anc and the North-WE·:-t 
of Laos. 

u.s plane~ have been ca.rrying out reconnaissance 
flIght:> over Lao territory and the Americans are 
still supplying war material to the Vientiane side 
and maintaining in I,aos 20 battalions of Thai troops 
integrated among the Lao troops or simply disguised 
under the label of Vientiane army units. 

The neutralization of Vif'ntiane and Luang Pra­
b.lIlg. a pTPrequisitc for thl' fl)rmation of the Provi­
sional Nationa\ Union Government and the National 
C )aiition Political Council, ha50 rr.et \vith numerous 
obstacles ca..ised by the Vi~'ntlane side. 

Tlll" l\ttriotic Forces' military and police forcPs 
havf' been sent to Vientiane and Luang Prabang, 
hut tlwy have not yet been provided \\·ith adequate 
wUlklllg Gunditions and in fact. they bave been 
\·irtually encircled by the much larger Vientiane 
armed fnl"CE'S inclncling armed force~ am! organiza­
tions not rrcognizprl hy the Vipntiane AgrcC'mfJlt and 
the Protocol. T!wy have often been provoked by 
'1'-''::0 and L'H) planes t:.lking off from airbas('s in 
the,~e t\vn citit·,; and by Vi('ntlanc psywar agents, 

Th(' Vientiane side t'\·cn argllcs that the Patriotic 
Forces' military and police units in Vientiane and 
Luang I'iahang have ()nl~' the taC'k of protecting the 
repre:-;entatlv{',; of the S:Ull Nella side in the Pro' 
visional NatiOIlal Cnion GOH'rnIll('nt and the Na­
tional Coal.ltioll Political Council, when according 
to . th" Protocol these i<)n .. (',~ are to take part in 
I11<ilnbtining ordN and seculitv in the two citie's. 
Prince Sou vanna Pliouma has rif'lllanded many times 
that t!le Pat,i,)tic Fnrvs srnd imlIlediately a list of 
the proposed :'Ilini~ters and Vice·}..liniste'rs of tllf' 
Provisiollal National Coion Gov('rnment and mfnl-
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hers of the National Coaliti()J1 P0:itical Council. He 
cl)o<;iders the pIC,.encc o( the Diplomatic Corps, the 
ICeS members and foreign nCWSI11E'O as an important 
gllarantee for their security in these two cities. But 
experience from the formation of thE' previous Na­
tional Concnrd Governments ([957 and 1963-19(4) 
has sho.wn that the j)l"('"cncc of foreigm"[s, 
whetlwr dip!omats, ICeS members or newsmen. 
Gann')t prevent sabotage activitif'S by reactionary 
elements insi(le or outside the country and some 
forrigners have even helped the extreme rightists in 
their sabotage activitie.<:. It was for the'3(, reasons 
>that the newly signed documents haYe laid emphasis 
on concrete measures for ensuring the genuine neutral­
ization of the t\\·o cities so that they would not be 
under the sole control of either side. -and the normal 
work of the Provisional National Union Government 
aou the National Coalition Political Council. As 
long a~ tnese measures h;we not been carried out • 
the discu"lsion for the "letting up of these t\VO organs 
cannot enter into detail..;;, Certainly, nobody on the 
Patriotic su1e v .. 'ants to suffer the fate of Mr QUinim 
Pholsena, a neutralist patrictic Foreign },linister who 
was (l"lsas.sinated on Aprll r. 1<)63 in the rightist­
controlled city of Vientlanf'. 

As the t\VO sides in La05 a]"r- on an equal footing 
one side cannot rIemann th:'tt t he other submit a list 
of its own people 3.<-; mentioned <\hoye. It is a1.<;o 
possible that once in posc:;cssion of the list provided 
by th~ Sctm Nella side-, Vif'nl janl~ would declare that 
the PrOVisional National .Cntun Government and thq 
National Coalition Political Cuullcil have been set 
up. so a-o; to mi-o;kad puhlic opini'1n at home and 
abroad. 

TIl(' good will of til(' l.IS and tl1(' V\('nWwe side ill 
the settif'll1f'nt of the Lao probkm anrl the formation 
of the Provi::-iollal Nqtiollal L'nion Government 
and the National Coalition Pohtical Council \ .... iII 
he gaugrc1 by their attitudr in carry:vs.. out the 
genuine neutralization of the two cities orVientiane 
and Luang Prabang. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS 

Like Its 

ON DeCenl.her 22, Jqi3 _ the 
Phnom Penh High Com­
mand dl'w\osed that there 

had bren a hig robbery. Thp cul­
prit!; wcre none other than a score 
of nfftcers and NCOs. Their Ill-got­
ten gains - (:OpPH shells - had 
been sold and the sum diyidt'd 
and put in th" offE'ndf"TS' pockets. 
The ringleatif'Ts, who includf'd 
General Takf'o and two colonels 
commanding the K0h Kong and 
Kampat military sub-sectors re-
51pectively. \Y'.~r{' degraried and the 
rest. snbonlin<tlc officf'fs and 
NCOR, taken into custody. 

This is just one affair. which 
f,as been publicly made known. 
In fact theft and contraband are 
routine occupations among the 
high-ranking officials of the Com­
hodian pupp,.t administration. 

Recentlv there was the affair 
of the 'Phnom Penh army's 
,I phantom soldiers" who €'xi"ted 
only on tile payil';ts. Thanks to 
those .. 50ltlit'fs " lot~ of offIcers 
led i:I. luxurious life anri man~y 
subordinate officers with a low 
pay, about [0,000 riels a month 
(under 30 dollars, according to 
the current exchange rate in 
Phnom Penh). bf'camc owners of 
million-,..iel Mercedes, Others put 
their real ~oldif'rs' pay in their 
pockets or df"i<lp'd the paymf'nt 

Shadow 
thref' or fnur mClTIths so as to nse 
it for their O\vn ('xppnses, Thl~ 
has aroust'd many prntt"sts among 
the pUpPf't army, 

Mf'anwhil(' the hf'ads of the ci\·d 
servicp haVE> not hf'erl sitting idly 
by: Kf'ng Keng, ex-Minif'otel" of 
the Ece)1wmy (in 1972). emhezzled 
millions nf rids from l..JS aid, Kim 
Hong. Ollng Hiem and l;m Tram· 
{:'Ie-ch, in charge of colkcting tax 
in Phno!ll Penh. pockf'hd 56 mil­
lion rif'/::' trom tht" [971.]')1'2 lann 
tax of'the city. 

The Phnom Penh It"aof'rs havf' 
been compdled to penallz~ the 
most 5candalou..; cases, sometimes 
using this as an opportunity to 
purge their oppollents. Cprtainly 
this doe~ not mean that thf'y are 
honest men. For instance: UPl 
revealed on Marcll j. 1973 that 
the wife of Genemi J ,on Non, Lon 
:\01'5 sister-ill-law, had tranferred 
q;: million dollars takt"n from lTS 
~id to a forE-ign bank. The. Phnom 
Penh daily which reyealed this 
was closed down, 

Theft, <;muggling. bribery, f!tc., 
are not only rampant in Phnom 
Penh. 

1n Saigon, "Vice-President .. 
Tran Van Huong has admitted 
that .. civil sen'ants at central as 
\,'ell as rf'gional levf'l vic with 

E'ach othE-r in the fIlth of embez­
zlE-ment." tax-collectors pocket 
the public money ... the security 
forces, accllstnmeci to s\\"1ndlin~ 
anrl pmbl"zztement,tJy by all means 
to brin~ about difficultie.s for the 
people" (Saigon Radio, Feb, 9. 
UliZ), And GE"neral Ngo Dzu's 
scandalous smuggling activities, 
Defence ~linister Nguyrn Van Vy's 
pmi)('zzlE'ment of the sadngs­
hank amI army aid rE"lief, are 
ob\·ious to eVE'rybody. 

Tn Bclngkok a special commis­
sion, set up on November 10, t973 
a,ter the overthrowing of Thanom 
Praphas' cabinet, reveait"d that 
Thanom Kittikachorn. his son 
Narong Kittikachorn, and Praphas 
Charusathien have some 217,ot 
million bahts (equal to IO-i50 mil· 
lion doliar,.) in the Bank of 
Bangkok aside from their enor­
mous sums in foreign banks. 

What conclmion may we draw? 
StC'aling, bribery and smuggling 
are the products of US n~o-colo­
nialism. It tolerates them as a 
way of forming a pack of lackeys 
devoted to tbe dollar and to Wash­
ington. Corruption follows neo· 
colonialism like its shadow. 

FOl'fhromiJ1;:: Unless this is l'eali::ed Viet Nam's present 
day resistance camra! be undustood. 
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ANTHOLOGIE DE LA 

LITTERATURE VIETNAMIENNE 

(Tome 11) 

E,iltions en langtl"s etrangeres .- Ha.nol, 1973 

What fhe critici laid about Volume I: 

• (One (1iJ the f01ir no?ks?f most hel.p tn 
nnderstaHtiiu{! the det~nJ/.lnatton of a natlOll •. , 
The {(wd lind people 0/ Viet Nam,its masters and 
its invad rs come to life in these beauti/tilly 
t/,fol~lated texts.,. Along the centuries a 
w('H,ier/Hl cf4,ltHre has hew huilt up which is 
the nest mmpart against foreig,~ aggression. 

Le l'londe diplomatiqup 
fanuary 1973 

* This collection ... j01"cejully illustl'aies the 
profound oyiginality of Vietnamese cHli1tre and 
the greatHess of her people, a people who"'1mlJ 
Jtet'er be sHbdned. 

* PflNislU'd 
deli;:ht/nl {tnd 
nam~se poets, 

Tel qu!"l -- 1973 

undFY the homhs, this is a 
scholarly antholo;:y 0/ I'iet-

... It is impossihle to giv{l excerpts .- this hO(lk 
should he read i?J its entirety. poems of lan,­
guO/' and poems of revolts, all are charming. 

Le Nuu\"t~l obsen·ateur 
Janllary 22-28, 1973 
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Reorganization 
of Commercial 

Services 
AS 8-52'S RAIDED f1Al\'OI 

A
T the beginning of 1973 a.~ter 

eight years of US bombing. 
the prices of staple food­

~tuffs fixed by the State Tra.ding 
~en'ice remained just the same as 
they had been in 196j, before 
the war: 

0.40 dong a kilogram of rice 

I, 70 dong a metre ef material 

z.40 dO'rig a kilogram of pork 

0.40 dOt.g a litre of kerosene 

In 1972, at the height of the 
B-.'52 bombardments, the retail 
price index was 99.6%. compared 
with those of 197 I. \I.'hen the 
bom bardments were suspended; 
the exact figures are 97% for 
cereals, 99% for other food~tutf~ 
and 9+% for pork. How did tbe 
Hanoi trading services manage to 
maintain such a relatively stable 
cost of hving. so contributing to 
t he common victory? 

The First Difficulties 

The beginning of 1972 was mark­
ed by the after-effects of the I97I 
floods and many years of US bomb­
ing. The Td festiva,l in February 
caused a heavy consumption of 
foodstuff~ and in April Nixon 
resumed the bombing. 

This time the air raids hit with 
unprecedented violence. The 
enemy concentrated it:> attacks on 
bases of production, system:> of 
communication and distribution 
of goods, and blockaded sea ports 
and river ports and the sea coa~t 
in general- a blockade which 
was not without effect although 
the country made continuuu~ 

efforts to be self-sufficient in con· 

sumer goods in order to limit 

imports, 

New needs made themselves 
felt. T,he State made as urgent 
appeal for considerable manpower 
and it had to cater for the im­
mediate needs of these men: rice, 
meat, matches. tnbacco, etc. 

Goods (onti).ued til 1JI' !,fought tu 
wterprise:; u'ud ojjic(;:> fur s"le tv 

the employees, 

:::-=- .. ~~--
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10 the space of a trw days. 
hundreds of tbousands of people 
:),\'acuatell Hanoi. E3Ch of them 
tried to finJ such indispensablt' 
commudities a~ packing materials, 
rope and straps so as to pack his 
things: haversacks, petrol can~. 

flasks, waterproof cloth, tyre 
'.;andals. fla'ih-lights, kerosene 
and lamps (the demand for kero­
"'ene tripled). dark-coloured cloth 
or dye-stuff:-; to neutralize bright 
colours for camouflage purpose. 
medicines and dre~sing:;; for first. 
aid care, drietl food, hicyc\e~. 

hlankets, tllt." individual mmiquito· 
nets required hy the dispt:rsal of 
members of one family and er.3lllei 
howls, less cumbersome than 
china wart'. 

To this list should be addliHl the 
collective needs of evacuated 
public ser\'ices, enterpri~es. 

'5chuols, ho'>pitals, kindergarten..,;. 

~\ll that was done when. despite 
'>ome impro\ement, the rnatel'ial 
and technical bases of Hanol's 
commercial services left a lot to 

,be desired: means of transport 
were rudimentary (small hand­
carts. pedicahs); old-fashioned 
metbods werl? used to slaughter 
cattle and process foodstuffs; 
weiglling was done by ortlinary 
.,..:ales, .. Eighty per cent uf the 
personnel were WOIllen, !fu\\', in 
these conditions, could tilt' cus­
tomers, dispersed around tht., city 
or evacuat~d. sumetill1E's tu places 
olle hundred kd(Jfllt:tres fruUl the 
Ci;l.J-lltal. he st:lved,' 
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Increasing 

The yearly supplies ot the lId.' 
no! Srate T;~Hling Service usually 
lllcluried resC'[ve stock;; supplips 
provided b~' the central admin­
i':ltration, either t!m::ctly or 
through the provincial admin­
i;;trations; supplies obtained 
through collection or hy the prrJ­
ce,,;sing inrlnstry (1m tij(' spot or 
in the p:'llVinces), 

!Jeforc the resllHljJlion of the 
bomban!Jr:ent~, th(~ commercial 
services had preserved 1 he stocks 
and maintaineD the stores built 
during the pprioc1 of Johnson's 
bomhlllg in good order. Many ne\v 
\varehouses had been set np in the 
evacuation zones. 1 n A})nl 197:l. 
these \\'ere cillarge(l and others 
were hnilt. Numhering a few 
hundred at the outset there were 
now several thousand stores, 
covering: h llllllreris of tlw'.lsands of 
square metres. These were scat­
tered anll hou,>cd in solid und{~r' 
ground :-:helter;.;. which made it 
possible to reduce to the minimum 
the damage cau,>cll by US bum· 
bardments. Cadres were ser,t there 
to receive the goods a<; soon a-; 
they arrived and to take all the 
necessary mea<)ures in goo(l time 
such as asking for replacement 
stocks and mobili:dng transport 
means. Everything was put to use: 
bicvclps, cart". boats. shoulder· 
yokt's ... 

Everything went on smoothly 
and the \'olurne of goods douhled 
compared with t1le previous year. 

Other cadres were sent to 
various provinces to c011cct prod· 
ucts and direct them to J-L:tnoi. 
Thev were also to receive the 
suq;lus fn,)d<;tuffs from the provo 
inces where consnmption was 
lower Unn h,ul been envi.'1age(l 
by the central administration. 
'(hese foodstuffs were scattered 
and (litficult to preserve and to 
trallsp lrt: vegetablps. tubers, 
fruit, oysters. shellfish, shrilnp 
brine, arrO\Vroot vermicelli, anrI 
tapioca. The foodstuffs collcct('d 
from the provinces. which repre­
sented over 30% of the total 
volume, were processed on the 
spot to cllrtail transportation cosr. 

To help on rice prodUction, 
Han,)j supplied the farmers with 
fertilill:ers, seeds and manufac· 
tured goods. and 10 organize.their 
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supplies 

purchdse more efficiently and at 
fair prices. This induced the p.."!as­
ants to sell an additional quan­
tity of goods tf) the State besilles 
the fixed quota. Thus the summer 
crop exceeded the plan'.s targets 
by 67'%) and the autumn by II6~{ .. 
Hanoi signed more contracts for 
food supplies with the co opera· 
lives. It also supplied them with 
fertilizer~, farm tools. industrial 
goods, even foodstuffs to co-oper­
atives not producing rice and 
paid fair prices for the prod­
ucts delivere(l beside the fixed 
qnotas, which encouraged farmers 
not only to meet the Gontracts, 
hut also to overfulfil them. The 
result was that the annual purchas­
ing plan \vas exceeded: tomato: 

+289 tons. beans: +242 tons; 
compared with the previous year, 
the purchases increasc(l by [2.9% 
for pigs, 2..\-.6% for poullry. [73% 
for eggs. Foodstuffs were process­
ed by the commercial SCI vices: 
soya I.H~(U1 curd-:, cold olo.hes, 
sauces, fish brine. 

The city bought local mant,"' 
factured goods and handicralt 
p,"oducts and disposed of them 
q'lickly. [t supplied the co-opera­
tives with raw materials and 
collected their manufactured goods 
to promote the development of 
subSidiary occupation". Thus, 
despite US bomhiJ1g and the dif· 
ficulties it cansed to industrial 
production. the \'alue of local 
industrial amI handicraft products 
purchased n('ully eq:w .. lled that 
lIf 1971. 

Planned Distribution 

In the existing circumstances 
! lanoi had to restructure its net­
work and its mode of distributing 
goods. 

The State Trading Service kept 
its leading role and took charge 
of wholesale and retail trade in 
the city, other urban centres and 
evacuation zones. Up to then, the 
supply and marketing co-opera­
tives in the suburbs ha(\ been the 
s'1le representative of the State 
Trading Service in the supply of 
manufactured goods to the farm­
ers. They now supplied the in­
habitants evacuated from urban 
centres with foodstuffs and manu· 
factured goolls. The number of 
ag~nts of the State Trading Ser­
vice and co-operatives in public 
organs increased as well as the 
range of seUing-points were reduc­
ed in the town and increas('d in 
the areas- of dispersal to serve the 
evacuees. Each had vne or two 
emergency selling-places to cater 
for the inhab~tants on a permanent 
basis in case of bombardment. 
There was a fair development in 
travelling sa.les. The number of 
selling-points varied. increa"ing 
or decreasing according to the 
intensity of the bombing. The 
greatest ~umber was at the time 
Hanoi was pounded by B.52S 
(compan~d with 1971, the number 
of itinerant· sale units was five 

times higher). 

To reduce material and human 
losses, the stores were ~upplietl 
each time with only two or thne 
days or even one day's supply of 
goods. 

The opening hours w('re also 
constantly changing so as to 
avoid the hours when the 
enemy planes usually raided. 
Collective purchases were encour­
aged and a calendar was fixed 
for on-the· spot sales in public 
services and enterprises. Rationed 
goods were now delivered every 
three months instead of every 
month thus saving time for the 
popUlation and rl'ducing the need 
for warehouses. 

Moreover. undergrllund shelters 
\'lere built for goods as well as 
for the people. AA defence 
regulations on measures to be 
taken in case of bombardment 
wert' drawn up and publicized. 

As iu the past. the State con­
tinued to manage anll ui'3tribllte 
tbe staple foods. The price and 
quantity of rice, meat, sugar. 
textiles supplied to each catt'gory 
of customer remained unchanged. 
Prices were also maintained at a 
constant level for various freelv 
sold items: salt, soap. vegetables, 
fruit. etc. The quantity of such 
products sold on the free markel 
available to each CU'3tomer waS 
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A ~treet vendor's cart 
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sometimes limited and their sale 
was entrusted to the consumption 
co-operatives in enterprises or 
public services so as to avoid 
speculation. 

The dual price formula was 
still maintailled (~XCf'pt for basic 
cereals): a reuuced price for 
quotas of rationed products, a 
higher price for purcha~es in 
excess of the ration. That duality 
of pl"ices made it possible to fight 
efficienly against fluctuations in 
the free market and to help 
stabilize the market and check 
profiteering. That price stability 
was also the result of educative 
work among the people who were 

taught' to practise eC9llomy, and 
ad vised to buy such a product in 
such a quantity only when there 
was a real need, and not to grab 
the goods at any price just so as 
to keep a reserve stock. A barrier 
was thus erected against specu­
lation. 

An Excellent Personnel 

The brutal B~5'2 raids from 
December 18 to 29, 1972 destroyed 
up to 10% of the warehouses, 
stores, breeding centres and 
enterprises for the processing of 
foodstuffs of the Hanoi trading 
sen' ices. 

The task of the cadres and 
workers vms understandably hard 
and full of sacrifices. They had 
to stick to their stores day and 
night in order to preserve the 
goods which were evacuated 
during air alerts to underground 
shelters. They shot at the planes; 
and when the enemy ·was a\vay, 
they sought to rt'pair. if need be, 
the damage caused by bombs and 
reopened their shops. One exam­
pIe: A catering store was hit on 
December 27, 1972 at z a.m. 
When the explosions were over, 
the salesmen who were huried 
unuer the rubble struggle(l out. 
their clothes tattered and stained 
with fish brine and lard. After 
recovering their breath and 
changing their clothes, they set 
to work, some immediately going 
to pick up the scattered goods, 

Nil 21 - February 197-4. 

the others to open at 5 a.m. an 
emergency shop nearby. 

In artIer to cater for the inhab· 
itants remaini.lg in Hanoi, the 
slaughter-houses were divided 
into smaUer units and scattered 
in various parts of the city. When 
there was a power failure. small 
generating sets were set in opera~ 
tion. The lack of running water 
was offset by the sinking of ,\'1;-\1 '. 
Though the means used were 
rudimentary, the meat sllpply 
could be maintained even under 
the bombing. 

Day and night. hundreds of 
employees transported crates of 
eggs. bundles of veg-etables. or 
cases of beer on rudimeni ary 
vehicles, bicycles, bamboo yokes 
to enterprises and gun emplace­
ments. 

The employees in charge of 
purchase and transport kept close 
to the bases of production in the 
~uburbs or in far-away provinces 
to buy products: turnips from 
Thai Binh. tomatoes.. from .. Ha 

Bac, oranges from Nghe An, fish 
from Quang Ninh ... And all along 
their road to Hanoi they had to 
face violent air f(lids.. 

, 
•• 

Thus. despite heavy bombard­
ments, the commercial services 
satisfied the needs of the 700.000 

citizens. although these needs 
were far above those in normal 
conditions. They maintained price 
level and satisfactorily served 
production and combat. That was 
the result of the experience learnt 
from the years of Johnson's war 
escalation. the zeal of their staff 
and the assistance of the ropu~ 

lation. 

They also built up stocks after 
the cease-fire to meet the needs 
of the population dllring the 1973 
Tel Festival. On that occasion, 
the sale of pork (above the ration· 
ing quotas), banh chnng (I) and 
fire crackers doubled, and that of 
flmvers increased .by 50% compar~ 
ed to previous Tets. 

One can imagine what the prices 
and cost of living would have 
been if capitalist trade were 
prevatling in the D}{VN. a poor. 
relatively small country devastat· 
ed for years by heavy bombard­
ments. Unquestionahly. the 
socialist system and socialist 
commerce have contributed a 
great deal to the consolidation 6f 
the rear. 

NGUYEN YEM 

(1) Glutinous rice cake. 



((joe 9)C/?ClJcJt c:4dtJaneeJ 
-------~ 

IN THE 

The School 

IN DeCt'IllUer 1973. nearly 21)0 
delegates from all mountain 
provlDces in North Viet N,un 

attended the Fourth Education 
Cunferenct' to review and assess 
lbe progress of thl' educational 
movement 1Il the mountain n..­
gions III thct Va..,t years. 

\:Vberea~. L)flll~~rly tllere wa'! nut 
d single seconLl-levei school in the 
r,:gions bJrJering China and Laos, 
IlowatLi .. y'"i all the provinct~s and 
ulany districts have third-level 
:s:;:hools. The number of st.:hool· 
children of minority o3.tionalities 
is increasing every year. In the 
IY7.l-73 SChool-year 17.500 chil­
dren attended aJpllauet cla~st's, 
and there wt'fe over 3+o,ouo flrst­
level, nearly 40,000 second-level 
and over 6,000 thinl level pllpils. 
Schools aloe seen in every \'illa~~ 
e\'en in the remotest regIOn .... 

IH tbe II)]r-[972 school·year, 
the number of schoolchildren 
increased by 230,()OO in com pari­
-,on with the school-year 1964-1965 
(when the L:S \)l'!)an it-; \\.ir of 
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MOUNTAIN 

Infrostructure 

destruction against "North Viet 
Nam). College., or higher educa­
tion courses have heen opened in 
a number of places, for instance 
the Viet Bac (1) Teachers' Train­
ing College, the Viet Bac Medical 
Faculty in Hac Thai province. 

Complementary cla~:::ies and 
schools for young minority people 
ha ve becu u(Ilened in most pro"\'· 
inces and in lllJ.nr districb. In 
tbe previous years, there were 
uuly 04 of such schools for millori­
ty youth with over 'c,ooo pupils, 
ill the 1971-1972 school-year there 
were over 100 scbool.;; with S,170 
pupils. UJ.rinf{ the pa..;t tt'll years. 
the'ic schouL; in the Viet Bac 
Au tonolllous Region provided 
first- or second-level ge:neral edu­
cation to L 2,000 minority youth 
who were to work in the a.dmini~­
trativt: committees and other 
orga.nizatiow,; of villages, districts 
and provinces. Many of these 
young people have become mid­
dle or higher-level cadre for 
technical, educatiunal. rueuir..:a! 
or cultural work. 

REGIONS 

At prt~~ent, allll(J~t all mdulltalIl 
provinces have their own tt'achers' 
schools training fir~t·level schoul 
tea<..!h'rs and many prOVince" 
have sciJool!=; traillillg secolld­
level teachers, some of which havt' 
up to 1,000 stlldt~lltS. Consequent. 
Iy the number of teachers in the 
illountain regions for alt three 
education level, is increasll1g rap­
idly: in (1)mpanson with [96-+-
1965, the numlwr (,f first-level 
teachns in the [973-197-{ school­
year has increased I . .") times, that 
of the st'coud-leve!, 2 tirnt'~ and 
the tlllrd·levc1"·-1 times. A ;,ialiem 
feature of this rrlOvt"ment b the 
rapid propIHtionai lJu.::n:llse of 
minol ity teachers. 

However. the edueatiunal work 
is developlllg unevenly in tht: 
lIlO lotain n-glOn!:i and even slo'wI\' 
ill :;O~le places. Occasionally if I 
certain highland region!'! there are 
still people who do not go t<l 
schou I. thus illiteracy is not yt:t 
liqnidated. . 

The Conlt-rcnce has worked out 
urgent and effective measure .. to 
overcome such shortcomiugs. 

* 

A 1(5-;011 gii'~ in the j1,Jeu hll,;;1fagt. 
Roth teacher (!'lid schoolchildreu ale 

Ull1n,bers of this ethn,-ic gr01!p 
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Jazzling 
'may be 
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A h ydn1-tlectric power itat loti 
in the muuntain regio"))' 

university Courses for Cadres of Lao Co; Province 

Lao Cat is a. mountain prov. 
iDee lying between the Viet Bac 
an j the Tay Bac (2) Autonomous 
Regions and bordering on China. 
[ts population inchldes 20 differ­
ent ethnic groups, the largest 
being the :'viec. 

In 1')61) and I971, Lao Cai open­
ed h""o university courses on 
agricultural economy and indus­
trial economy and techniques 
with 86 students consisting of 
administrative cadres of districts 
and provinces amI cadres from 
othf'f branches ~uch as industry. 
agriculture, etc. Each month, 
students are gathered and gtven 

lessons for live consecutive days, 
then they receive text-books and 
return to their offices to resume 
tlwir work while continuing to 
study. Every year they have one 
month to spend in revising lessons 
and sitting for an examination. 
Experienced tf'achers from thl:" 
I fanoi Agricultural College antl 
the Hanoi Polytechni_c are sent 
to give lectures and help stllctel1ts 
organize discussions. In the years 
of lighting against the US air war. 
the students' offices had to dis­
pt'r~e and the communications in 
these l-egions w('re difficult. lIut 
tlw studH-S .Jnd tl'acbing were Oll 
without interruption. 

Hydro-electric Stations 

At present, North Viet Nam's 
mountain regions have 230 small 
and medium·sized hydro-electric 
statIo-'s some of which \vere 
finan~"J hy the government and 
others hy the people with govern­
ment tp.chnical assistance. 

The 4,000 kw Cam Son hydro­
electric station is the biggest in 
the mountaill rt'gions. There are 18 
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others \'-lith a capacity of roo to 
I,oookw in the pronvices of Ha 
Giang. Lao Cai. Cao Bang, Lang 
Son, Hoa Binh and Thanh Hoa. 

Boa Binh has 69 and Quang 
Ninh 43 small hydro-electric sta­
tions with a capacity of 10 

to 50bv. These are the two prov­
inces with the largest numller 
of hyJro-electric stations. 

Hoa Binh province alone has 
made geological surveys and found 
119 places on its rivers and streams 
where hydro· electric can be built. 
[t will make use of its 69 existing 
hydro-electric stations to operate 
86 generators with a total capacity 
ofmme tlIa!1 I,2ookw; IO~ pump­
ing stations to water 4,500 hec~ 
ta.res of ricefield. ; and 79 husking­
machines \ ... ith a capacity of 
30,000 tons per year. 

These small hydro-electric sta­
tions have efficiently served the 
economic allti cultural develop­
ment in the mountain regions. 

I. The Viet Bac AutmJ01f!ous 
RegioH consists of Bac Thai, l'uyen 
(luang, l_ang Son, CaD Bang. Ha 
Giang provi11ces with 24 ethnic 
groups. 

2. The Tay Hac (Xorth-We.-;t) 
AutonomoHs Region cowists 0/ f.ai 
Chau, Xghia Lu a1ld Son /.a pYU1.'~ 
inces. 
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Year's One 
of' the 

Implementation 

Paris Agreement . . . 
(Continued trom page 3) 

Il:~ndreds 01 thol/sands of pali­
heal prisoners are still languishing 
in the prisons and detention canlps 
vi the Satgon AdmuJ,istration: 

The PRG has repeatedly stated 
its \villingness to return to the 
Saigull Administration all the 
Vietnamese civilian personnel 
captured and detained by it. 

But Nguyen Van Thieu bas 
bluntly stated: "There are no 
politicl,l prisoners in South Viet 
Nam. There are only two kinds 
of prisoners: 21,000 common-law 
cOllyicts and 5.081 Communist 
prisf)ners" (Nguyen Van Thien's 
letter to Pope Paul VI dated 
April 9. 1973). Yet the whole world 
knows that over 200,000 political 
priwners arc being kept in the 
Saigon :\dministration's prisons 
and detention camps. 

The Saigon Administration has 
resorted to many perfidious tricks 
in an attempt to avoid returning 
the prisoners: sending detainees 
from one prison to another, dis­
persing prisoners to various jails, 
registering political prisoners as 
"common-law convicts," compel­
ling detainees to sign ,I release 
certificates," sending many pris­
oners to unknown destinations or 
liquidating them secretly. 

Of the 5,081 Vietnamese civilian 
personnel whom it admits hold­
ing in detention, the Saigon Ad­
mini:,tration has only returned 
just ovpr 1,500 so far to the 
Provisional Revolutionary GO\-­

erllment. 

In the meatime, tens of thou­
sands of persons who desire peace 
and stand for national reconcili­
atioD and concord have been jail­
ed, and the political prisoners are 
living in unspeakable conditions. 

It must be stressed that the po­
lice organIzation and the system 
of prisons and detention camps in 
South Viet NaDl set up by the 
Americans are still being financed 
by the United States. 

- The South Vietnamese people'S 
democratic liberties cuntinue to be 
tralll pled under/oat; 

One day after the signin~ of the 
Agreement. Nguyen Van Thieu 
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said that " as for all our affair~. 
laws. and administration, we'll 
do exactly as in the past, nothing 
is changed ... ," and one day after 
the signing of the June 13, 1973 
Joint Communique. the Saigon 
Administration's spokesman stat­
ed : "The Government of the 
Republic of South Viet Nam re­
served the right to maintain re­
strictions on democratic liberties." 

All the P1{G proposals towards 
ensuring the population's full 
exercise of their democratic lib­
erties have met with the Saigon 
Administration's refusal. 

Scores of new" decrees" have 
been enacted which put restric­
tions on democratic liberties in 
the zone controlled by the Saigon 
Administration. The "accelerated 
pacification" and .1 Phoenix .. 
programmes are carried on with 
a force of r25,000 policemen. 
The "crop-protection plan" aims 
at plundering the rice, even in 
places recently devastated by ty­
phoons and floods, and effecting 
an economic blockade of the zone 
under the control of the PRG. 

In less than one year, from 
January 28 to December IS, 1973, 
the Saigon Administration has 
" purged" more than three mil­
lion people. arrested and tortured 
over 36,000 persons, plundered 
hundreds of thousands of tons 
of rice, tens of thousands of head 
of cattle and 145 billion South 
Vietnamese piastres, and herded 
more than 920,000 people into 
concentration camps. 

- No progress has been recorded in 
the settlwunt 0/ the internal prob­
lems of South Viet Nam: 

The Agreement clearly stipu­
lates: ,j Foreign countries shall 
not impose any political tendency 
or personality on the South Viet­
namese people." (Art. 9C). How­
ever. US Presedent R. Nixon has 
openly declared that he recog­
nizes the Nguyen Van Thieu Ad­
ministration as the only legal 
administration in South Viet Nam 
and in pratice. the US Govern­
ment continueS to ":ihainta:n and 

strengthen thi~ administration as 
an instrument of US neo-colonial­
ism in South Viet Naill. 

As for the Saigon Administra­
tion. it has never, from the I,e 
ginning, concealed its (Jpp()sition 
to the Paris Agreement, and 11a5 
evaded the most fundamental tlml 
urgent qUf'stions whme settJemfnt 
would have createu la\'oulablE' 
conditions for ~ol\'ing the intelnal 
problems of South Viet 1\am. [t 
has turned a deaf ear to the 
PRG's constrnctive proposals. 

At the same time, it has bet n 
using every possible means to 
sabotage the achievemt'nt of na­
tional reconciliation and concord. 
It has repeatrd the old refrain 
about the .. withdra\<,'al of NOIth 
Vietnamese troops" a demal d 
already rejected by the Paris 
Agreement - and has made it a 
prerequisite for the settlement of 
the political questions in South 
Viet Nam. It wants to turn 
the National Council of the 
National Reconciliation and Con­
cord into a mere electoral com­
mission in tlH' framework of the 
so-called" Constitution" of the 
Thieu regime and to exclude 
from the Council the third force 
who~e exhtence it denies. 

- The United States is not "Jill­
illg to pu.t a complete end to its 
military ilivolve1lleHt and inter­
ference in the inten.al affairs oj 
South Fiet Xam: 

Before the signing of the Paris 
Agreement, the United States hed 
already bten seeking to under­
mine it. putting into action the 
biggest all lift in the history of 
the lndochilla wars and urgently 
introduCing into South Viet NEm 
hundreds of aircraft, tanks. 
artillery pieces, and tens 01 
thousands of tons of other arma­
ments and munitions at an 
average rate of 700 tons a Jay. 

The troops of the United States 
and of its allies withdrawing from 
South Viet Nam did not take 
with them their armaments, 
munitions and war materiaL This 
amounts in fact to illegally 
introuncillg hundreds of thousands 
of tons of armaments and \'iar 
material into South Viet Nam. 
The United States also failed to 
dismantle its military bases in 
South Viet Naill. 

Over the pa.."t year, the United 
States has many times illq:ally 
Lrongllt armClments, muniti()ns. 
ai:-craft, tanks. and artill~ry 
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piect:'s into South Viet Nam. It 
has left behind tens of thousands 
of military personnel cli!"guised as 
civilians, and keeps secretly 
bringing thousands more into 
South Viet Nam. There are now 
more than 24,000 US military 
personnel (lisguised as civilians 
in South Viet Nam. For tbe 
direction and management of this 
system of .. advisers," former US 
milit:Lfy organizations have been 
disguised as "civilian" agencies: 
D.\O, S\AFO, USAID, four 
"consulates·general" and many 
other provincial II consulates ., 
established after the signing of 
the PMis Agreement. 

C;S military aid to the Saigon 
Administration after the !:iigning 
of the Paris Agreement is even 
bi~ger than in the war years. In 
the fiscal year I973'1974, US aid 
to South East Asia stands at 
-1-,069 billion dollars (as against 
2,735 billion for fiscal years 
197 [-1973) of which more than 
3 billion arc for the" use, main­
tenance and purchase of arms" 
in South Viet Nal11. 

With regard to the Dl{VN, the 
United States deliberately delayed 
the removal of mines in an 
attempt to prolong in practice 
the blockade of the territorial 
waters of the DRVN. 1t is con­
tinuing its encroachments on the 
sovereignty, territory and security 
of the DRVN, especially by send­
ing its aircraft on 39 occasions 
(up to December IS. 1973) to 
violate DRVN alrspace for 
espionage activites. 

Wtth its so-called" strategy cf 
deterrence," the United States is 
maintaining big air and naval 
forces in Thailand and South­
East .-\sia, in an attempt to 
intimidate the .vietnamese and 
other people,> of Indo·china. 

- The UHitl'd States has delayed 
the carrying out of its oMigatio}ls 
with regard to the healing of the 
wounds of war in the DRV X: 

After many months of dicus­
sions, interrupted for weeks by the 
United States, the DRVN-US Joint 
Economic Commission has reached 
an agreE'l11ent on the flmount of 
credits and their use for a five­
year plan, and an agreement for 
the first year of the CS contri­
bution to healing the wounds 
of war and to po.st-war reconstruc· 
tion in the DRVN. HowE;ver, 
the United States has posed politi­
cal conditions for the signing of 
a document on the agreed 
points. 

-Regardin/! Camb(ldia ami Laos: 

In Cambodia, the United States 
and the Saigon Administration con­
tinued their military involvement: 
attacks by US aircraft up to Au­
gust IS, 1973, with 240,000 tons 
of bombs; introduction of a 
large number of US advisers and 
military personnel to take in 
h and the command of the Lon 
Nol puppet troops, introduction 
of big quantities of war.material 
after August 151 1973. dispatch 
of mercenaries of Khmer origin 
from South Viet Nam; and grant 
of an additional military aid of 
200 million dellars for the 
fiscal year 1973-1974 ... Thailand 
has always been used as an Amer­
ican air base, a training.uase 
and a logistic base for operations 
against Cambodia. 

In Laos, the United States had 
to accept the signing of the Vien. 
tiane Agreement by the Lao par­
ties but it sougbt by every means 
to delay the signing of the 
Protocol to the Agreement and 
went so far as to engineer the 

military coup of August 20. If)73. 
It continues regular reconnai" 
sance flights over Laos and the 
regular air supply of arms and 
munitions to the Vientiane am y 
and the Vang Pao Special Force.,. 
20 Thai battalions financed by 
the Enited States are still pn s­
ent on Lao soil. 

Important US military arid 
economic aid to Laos has been 
maintained at a high level-over 
350 million dollars a year. Since 
the conclusion of the Vientiane 
Agreement, the Vientiane army, 
\vith the support of the United 
States and Thailand, has la'lnchtd 
over :lOO land-grabbing operations 
against the areas under the con­
trol of the Lao patriotic fOIl~e.". 

- Slanders and threats, familiar 
tticks ot the Arner ica1l 
imperialists: 

The United States and the 
Saigon Administration ha\'e 
levelled against the DRVN and 
the PRG slanderous charges of 
.. violations" of the A$reement: 
"infiltration of men and a,ms 
from North into South Viet Nam/' 
"construction by the North of 
I2 airfields in South Viet Nam, '1 

.. preparations for a major of~("n­
sive by the North against the 
South," ... in order to make peo­
ple believe that .. both sHjes hn.\"e 
committed yiolations. " 

In the meantime, the UIlLted 
States has uttered insolent 
threats against the Vietnamese 
people. Key personalities in the 
Nixon Admimstration ha.ve refer­
red to the possibility of .• a lll'\V 

intervention in Indochina" by 
the US Air Force. On .t\OVf'lll­

ber 30, 1973. US Secretary ot 
Defense J. Schlesinger bluntly 
stated: "Presider.t :\'ixon haS 
the right to or.s;l.er a resumption 
01 the bombing if. lndochif:~l.' 

PAIU THREE THE URGENT OUESTIONS OF THE MOMENT TO 8E SETTLED 
WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING A STABLE AND LASTING PEACE IN VIET NAM 

The main and immedi;lte cause 
of the present situation. in South 
Viet Nam is the refusal of the 
United States to put a complete 
end to its military involvement 
and intervention in the internal 
affaIrs ot South Viet Nam. No­
hody could pretend for a moment 
that .. the United States has 
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ended its military involvement" 
and "the present conflict in 
South Viet Nam is merely a 
civil war," as is being claimed 
by key personalities in the US 
ruling circles. 

In order to maintain a stable 
and lasting peace in Viet Nam, 

the urgent question now is that 
the United States and the S<:I igoll 
Administration must sttlctlv 
respect and scrupulously in.plt:­
ment the Paris Agreement ou 
Viet Nam. the Act 01 the 1).t('[. 
national Conference un Viet :Sam 
and the June 13, 1973 JOillt 
Communique. 
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THE tram-car run~ along the 
V.lest Lake through an olll 
street lioed with low houses. 

and stops at it~ terllliIlu~. \Ve are 
in a suburb of Hanoi; ,n:d after 
walking a few hundrl'd metres, 
we find ourselves In a vil­
lage in tbe open cauntr y with 
qUlet ponds in which gracdu I 
areca trees aTe reflech·d, hecig(':-­
of bamhoo or holly. shady gar­
dens \",jth Ion ganes. jack fruih 
and caramhol<1 tn'es growing clns,' 
to one another. The wide alln's 
pa\'ed with brick 5ho\\- tll'lt If ... 
village is quite wealthy. ThnHlgll 
tht' trees, you can see tile 'A'l':-t 
Lake shining in the sun, or gUt''';'' 

it:; pn'sf'nC'e. And right from tht­
first moment you heal' the regnlar 
clickclack nf the shuttles; it j'ol­
lows you e\'erywl.ere and give . ..; 
you the feeling of being amOJ-,g 
humming beehives: these aTe the 
looms ot Buoi (I) the "Village uf 
Gra Pt'· fruits. I, 

Is there a Vietnamt'se girl ",,110 
has not heard of' the satin of 
Bnoi ~ Pure silk. light antI aiT\T 
with reflected brilliar:ce. it hoi::. 
been worn for centuries by all the 
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lbe Buoi 

flin::. of the capital and otLer 
clties. Other villages have tried 
to rival \t, but failed; the wornell 
prdtr Buoi. The village boys used 
to tease Hanoi girls: 

OM! • 

!-!am/some g'lfl 'U'ilh the eme1'ald 
sash I 

Come tv Huvi, the IT'illa!:e oj 
Grape-frwits, 

At eUO\, sidtl an' l/!sh J.:Yt:fll rice­
I it'lds 

The West Lak('s «later is fresh 
ami limpid 

jJavalid !light lIur {OOWS m'e 

singiHg,,' 

(n his well-known poem on the 
West Lake. i\guVt:'n Buy Luong 
evoked this sight: 

WupiHg uoWows 011 the edge oj 
the lakf are ca1'essed by the wind 

1-ih: oriole.s tea-;ing each other. 
shuttles si-ng 'L,~tho1tt resting. 

Thi~ was at the end of the 18th 
century when, untiel' tht: Tal' Son, 
tlle cuuntry k11ew a ,:;hort revival. 

"Buoi satin was well known tor 
its beauty," said Mr I<hoat, the 
oldest man in the village. ''In 
forn1t'r days cu~tomers used to 
fight over it, but we weavers 
\\ en· far from having a decent life. 
We had to do all the operations 
ourselves -- winding, :-pinning, 
weaving - and we wurked very 

slowly. To "-ell nur goods we were 
at the mercy \If the traders. Our 
WOI k "vas artio-tic but we got 
:;tarvation wage:.;. V.lith the com­
ing of the colonialists, lt was still 
wurse, as we could not stand up 
to the competition from French 
textiles. It was hard to make 
both ends meet. The 1945 famine 
carried off nearly half our popu­
lation," 

The war gave the finishing blow: 
to dt'fenct Hanoi ag.linst guerilla 
activities, the French constructed 
a "no man's land." ar0und the city 
and Buot was burnt down. The 
singing of tbe looms was silf'nced 
for good. 

:\ big ox-cart loaded with bund· 
Ies of yarn was 1ll front of us. 
Walking 'behind the lumbering 
oxen un the paved village l"oad, we 
had ample tllIle to ponder over tRe 
fate of hand-loom weavers "vith 
the comill b of lllo(lern machines: 
III tbe t::uly lyth century. 
the prolet<.l.ria.ns uf Manchester 
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Lyons, Lille. who worked q. hours 
a. day, ended by angrily br::lking 
ttwir machines; in the colonies, 
the weavers were rednced to beg· 
ging hecause of the competition by 
Ellfupean goods. In Viet N.::tm 
after the liberation of the North 
in 195-1-. wc modernized the Nam 
Dinh Textile l\lill. and built the 
March 8 Textile Mill, what has 
Ilf-come of these tens of thousands 
of rural weavers? 

"Some families set up thC'ir 
loome; again in 1954." Khoat told 
us, "Hut there was no more silk 
and we shifted to cotton weaving 
.md mad!" toweL.:;. Mrs Cue is 
he1'(, and will tell you more about 
what has been happening over 
these last few years." 

Mrs Cue, a slender woman of 
about forty. is vice-president of 
the Buoi \\'98Vers' co-operative; 
she accompanied us atl through 
our visit to the to6 looms RPt up, 
som!:' in an oln pagoda, others in 
a new workshop covered with fl':'O 

tileR. All the looms are powered 
by electricity. hut coming ncar 
vou see that all the 'parts are 
~lad!:' of bamboo and wood. only 
the nuts and screws and bicycle 
chains used to adjust various F'arts 
aTe of stf'e!. We are, indeed, at the 
stage of semi~mechanization --and 
that cart, moying on car-tyre 
' ... ·heels and ball-bearings. isn't it 
too a sp~cimen of sC'mi-mechani. 
:>.:ation ? 

''In the: heginning f'ach family 
\vorked at home with a hand-loom. 
The yarn was supplied by the 
Stdte; and as we \v{'[(' skilful 
WeaVE'rs, we got ordf"rs for high­
quality export goode;, for instance 
towels. We did not bother our­
;;elves about raw materials, or 
sales, and so we had security. But 
the hand-loom method was too old· 
fashioned, working by hand in 
our time does not give enough to 
keep our families. Collecting goods 
was a drudgery-always going 
from house to house. That was 
the 'situation from 1<)5:-\ to 196(). 
We had to find another formula. 
New techniques require a radical 
change of organizational forms. 
Co-operation was a pressiT'g need." 
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Old Khoat who had kept silent 
II p to then sprang IIp:·I It wa~ 
us, the old folk, who \ ... ·ere van­
guard in this and not the youth," 
he said. "\Vc knO"\v what the pa~t 
was like. Buoi ~atin \n .. s beautiful, 
but not the weaver's life. To have 
machines, the only \vay for us 
is to come together. The State 
gave us financial aid to begin \vith 
and helped us filld raw ma­
terials and outlets for our goods. 
It \\"as we, old prople, who 
persuaded the dir-harrl to join our 

co-operative. I tell you. it was not 
easy to uproot the old habits, 
accustomed as we were to work 
alone, at any time we liked, 
without haVing to give account to 
anybody, except of coun;e to the 
trader who bled us white. " 

1'1 was elected to the manage­
ment board together with some 
other comrades, .. she said. U We 
'Were nearly at the same leyel 
of education. When I left 
the 4th form I just knew the 
four mathematical operations. 
Book-keeping. schedules, norms 
were all mixed up in my head . 
The State services helpeu us disen­
tangle things little by little. And 
aho\"e all, we \von the confidence 
of our people. They wanted at any 
cost to improve living conditions; 
socialism. which formerly seemed 
a far-fetched thing, a doy-dream. 
was at hand; or rather, we could 
build it with our own efforts. We 
sat down to discuss things to­
gether amI find appropriate solu­
tions; what we could not find 
out we could ask from the spec­
ialist f-{'nice,,"" " 

.. Do you have great difficul­
ties in your work as three.qua.r_ 
ters of your penonnel are 
women? " 

"With women, it is at the s"me 
time more difficult and easier. At 
the outset anything that was new 
frightened them: they had a 
traditional inferiority ~omplex; 
they thought that women were 
unable to operate such a new 
enterprise and they did not have 
confidence in their fcllow~women 
who were appointed to leading 
posts. On the other hallll, when 
women have been conyinced, they 
are more zealous than men; elect­
ed to r('sponsihle posts, they are 
mote thrifty of the co-operatiye's 
fund. Some men are inclined to 
avail themselves of any occasion 
to organize festivities. Besides, 
only women can run sllch an 
enterprise as ours which gathers 
nearly 300 female workers, for it 
is not only a qUe'!ltion of produc­
tion. Come ami see! .. 

Thanh Cong co-operative, which 
started business in 1960. now 
has 300 members, three'quart('rs 
of them women, and runs cleven 
workshups occupying at.il area of 
2,000 square metres. Each weaver 
turns out five times more now 
than \\'ith a hand-loom. and carns 
from 58 to 100 dMlg per month, 
that is as much as a worker in a 
State enterprise. This does not 
mclutle the profit derived from the 
family':; garden which gives vege­
tables and poultry thus ensuring 
living conditions better than 
those of a worker in an urban 
centre. In one workshop. the 
female workers are learning a new 
trade, that of weaving beautiful 
woollen carpets much valued for 
export purposes. 

I, Whrre did you learn !o man­
age an enterpris(· of such a size?' 
I asked Mrs Cuc. 

Mrs Cue took us to the nursery 
and infant class of the co-opera­
tive. Four nurses attend to the 
baLies while a mistress tf'<lches the 
forty children of the infant class_ 
At the infirmary, a nurse and a 
woman aSSistant-physician give 
carE' to the co-op members and 
their families. 
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01 Do you enjoy the same social 
a-Ivantages as workers and func­
tionaries of State entprprises? ". 

"Besides, our management machines have been placed. but 
how to install them in this rural 
framework? What is the 

.. Each woman worker is en­
titkd to six days of fully-paid 
leave per year, instead of ten 
days as in State enterprises; she 
receives her pay also on festive 
days. In case of childbirth she 
enjoys a two-month's maternity 
leave. She receives a monthly 
allowance from the third child 
onward. At sixty, she receives a 
retirement pension." 

board does not only see to mate­
rial advantage. The co-operative 
is for us a large family. Our great 
concern is to raise the cultural 
level of women. In our co-opera­
tive most of the young girls have 
finished the 7th form. Evening 
classes for secondary education 
are organized for 73 girls and wo­
men \vho have finished primary 
education. We have a sports team 
and an artistic group. From time 
to time our young vmrkers are 
taught music by artistes coming 
from the city. " 

optimum size needed for 
co-operative of this kind - opti­
mum not only for production, 
but also for the living conditions 
of the workers and their families? 
Will Buoi village he turned into 
an urban centre with all the 
complications this entails, or will 
it keep its rustic aspect with gar­
dens and ponds between two 
workshops? And this family·like 
atmosphere? When Mrs Cuc hears 
all these questions she only 

smiles. 
"T!w past is left far behind." 

old l\:hoat remarks. I, Paid leave. 
allowance, medical care. mater­
nity leave, all that was unknown 
to me in my youth! " 

How \vi11 the co-operative 
operate in ten or fifteen years to 
come? Orders for up-to-date 

PHUONG ANH 

(r) Grape-fruit 
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BOOK NOTES 

()uoe dclU tim hieu cac dan toe thieu so 0 

Viet Nam (Glimpses of .£thHic Groups of riet 
.Yam) by La Van Co, Social Sciences PHblishin{? 
llc)I{se, Hanoi, 1973, 13xI8.8cm, 216 pages. 

The hook deals with the history. literature, 
revolutionary tradition and achie\'('ments of 
\Tl~t Naill'S minority nationalities over the past 
40 years. 

It has '.!I illustrations and maps showine: the 
areas inhabited by the nationalities grouped 
accorcling to their dialects. 

• 

Tho ca each mang 1925-45 (Revolutionary 
Poetry 1925--1-5). etlited bv tltd Literature Institute, 
Social ScieJlces PHfllishing HOHse, Hanoi, 
1973, 13X[~:;'Scm, ,lOS pages. 

Poems composed since the period preceding 
the fouuding of the Indochinese Communi~t 
Party up to the August Revolution (1925-45) 
and collpcted by the Literature Institute. Some 
were sent to the [nstitute by veteran revolu­
tionaries, othEO'[5 have been collected by the In­
:-,titute from their authors, 'or retold from those 
who had participated in the revolutionary move­
ment. 

A Go-page comment on the artistic and ideo­
logical value of these poems is al"o included. 

* 

Doi thoai moi (A New Conversati01i) by Che 
Lan Vlen, Literature Publishing Honse. Hanoi, 
1973, I2X[yGIIt, 172 pages. 

The 63 poems in this collection by Che Lan 
Vien, a well-known Vietnamese poet, were com~ 
posed from ly67 to 1973 during the resistance 
against US aggression, for national salvation. 

• 

Hong Gam. luoi hai muoi (Hong Gam. The 
Age 0/ Twenty) by Luu Trong Lu, J.iteratu.re 
Publishing House. Hanoi. IY73. 13xI8.8cm, 
130 pages . 

Two plays in verse by a well· known Viet­
namese poet. 

Hong Gam (3 acts, 7 scenes) prai<;es the South 
Vietnamese heroine Nguyen Thi Hong Gam who 
sacrificed her life in the fight for the defence of 
her country. 

The Age 0/ Twenty (2 scenes). about a North 
Vietnamese family in thp movement to join the 
army and fight against US aggression. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(Continued from pa~e 32) 

27· At the Joint C()mrnission for Imple­
mentation of the .\grecments, 50th Phetrasi, 
represf'ntative of the Lao Patriotic Forces, 
denounced the encirclement of units of the 
patriotic armed. forcf's in Vientiane by rightist 
forces. 

2~:. Exchange of notes hetween the PRG 
and the Chinese Government on the exemption 
from entry and exit yisas for citizens of l)oth 
sides who WclDt to visit the People'.o; Republic 
of China and South Vict N'am. 

- A new cabinet was set up in Phnom Penh 
with Long Baret as .. Prime Minister," 

3!, New violation of the DRVN air space 
by US reconnaissance planes, 

- Pre"irient Ton Due Thang signed a decree 
awarding the title of hero to 62 units and 35 
ind.i \'id uals. 

JANUARY 1974 

r. President Ton DLlC Thang's New Year 
message: The Vietname"e people will carryon 
the struggle for consolidatin~g peace, speeding 
socialist construction in the North, achieving 
independence and democracy in the South and 
advancing toward natiollal reunification. 

2. In Can Tho, Nguyen Van Thieu declared 
that there would be nritllC'r peace nor grncral 
elections, that the South Vietname~c bipartite 
talks could be cancelled and that the W.lr had 
been resumed. However, he admitted that the 
situation \vas deteriorating for him. 

.~. At Tan Son. Nhat, the military delegatifJns 
of the two South Vietnamese parties agreed on 
the principlf' of r('turning the remaining number 
of captured and detained military and civilian 
personnel mentioned in the plan reached in 
July 1973. 

- At La Cell Saint Cloud,the PRG delegate 
to the bipartite talk5 insisted on three urgent 
measures concerning: r. An effective cease-fire; 
2. The resumption of the return of detained 
personnel; 3. The people'~ exercise of demo­
cratic liberties. 

6. New devaluation of the Saigon pia.stre _ 
the I I th since the beginning of 1973. The new 
rate was 56Q piastres to a dollar. 

- President Ton Duc Thang ['ent a message 
of greeting;; to Prince Soupll,mouvong on the 

Ne 21 - February 1974 

occasion of the 18th anniversary of the found­
ation of the Lao Patriotic Front. 

7· r· Schlesinger, US Secretary of Defence, 
declared that in case of a .. general attack" in 
South Viet Nam, Nixon might ask for Congress 
authorization to use US tactical aircraft. 

8. A Pentagon spokesman announced that the 
United States would replace F-5A aircraft of 
the Saigon army with the more modern F-.')Es. 
This ·would be a flagrant violation of Article 7, 
Chapter II, of the Paris Agreemen t. 

9· Thieu made a new declaration, threatening 
to use force and asking the US not to reduce its 
aid to Saigon. 

- In Thailand, 5.000 students in Bangkok 
demonstrated and demanded expuhion of CIA 
agents. 

ro. The Saigon paper Dai Dan Toc re\'ealed 
that Thieu was preparing an amendment to the 
Saigon Constitution '''hich "-ould allO\ .... him to 
remain in power for another ii ve-year term. 

Ii. At Tan Son Nhat, General Hoang Anh 
Tuan, head of the PRG military delegation, 
condemned the Saigon administration for going 
back on its word and eluding the question of 
returning captured and detained personnel which 
had been agreed upon on January 4. 

- During several consecutive days, Saigon 
aircraft, in hunin'os of sorties. bomberl and 
shelled positions of the PRe in the province of 
Chuong Thien, (~ia Lai ... including the leCS 
quaters in Duc Co and the locality of Due 
Nghiep which had been chosen for the return of 
captured and df'tained personnel. 

12. The Command of the Saigon armv admit­
ted that two of its aircraft had been hrought 
down in Tay Ninh and An Xuyen. 

q. Establishment of diplomatic relations at 
a.mbassadorial level between the DI{VN and 
M~~_ -

15· Continuous shelling of Phnom Penh by 
the Cambodian liheration artillery since Decem­
ber 23. The HQ, the Pochentong airfield, the 
residence of Lon Nol, Long Boret, Sosthene 
Ferna.ndez, the US military attache ... were hit. 
Hundreds of Americans and puppets were killed. 
AFP commenteu that it wa:; the fiercest artil­
lery pounding ever against Phnom Penh. 

- Thai Prime Minister Sanva Thammasak. 
yielding to the people's pressure, ordered that 
an inV('stigation on CIA activities in Thailand 
be carried out. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(December 16, 1973 - January 15, 1974) 

DECEMBER 1913 Penh. AFP reported that 20 Chiang Kal-shr'k 
pilots were serving in Lon Nol's air {urce. 

17- Arriving in Paris, Special Adviser Le 
Duc Tho said that his meeting with Kissingn 
had been proposed by the l~S side anu not thl':' 
Vietnamese side as claimed by US and Saigon 

sources. 

_ Flight over DRVN territory by US n?con­

naissance pl(\,ne~. 

_ Signing in Ulan Bator of an agreement on 
non-repayable aid for 1974 from the Mongolian 
People's Republic to the PRG of South Viet 

Nam. 

I8. A sp:)kesman of th>:! Minlstry of FOTPign 
:\{fairs of thE' RSVN denounced US all(:gati()n~ 
ar-:carding to which a Four-Party JMC plane 
hatl been attacked by the PLAF on Decemuer 
Ij. The L'S-Saigon >iide on its own autiH)rity 
had sent a plane to the territory controlled by 
the PRe \vithout the Four-Party Commission's 
<-lg;rl':'ement, suppose~ily to look for the graves of 
those who had disa'ppearecl e1uring \Val tinH'. 

__ The Patriotic Forces' last contingent of 
personnel amI. material wa" flown to Vienti<'lne 
and Luang Prabang. 

20, Thirteenth anniversary of the founding of 
the National Front for Liberation of South Viet 
Nam. An important speech was deliYcre(\ by 
PR(; President Huynh Tan Ph at stressing thf' 
South Vietnamese people's determination to 
deiend the Paris Agreement and peace. The Pl-{C 
Council conferred the title of hero on 56 indi­
Yiduals and 33 units of the PLAF. 

_ Le Due Tho and J<issinger m8t in Paris 011 

prohlrm:-; ot common interest. The two parties 
will remain Ji1 contact to resume conversatioll:~ 

if neces"ary. 

_ New crime committed by Seugon troops in 
Pho Phung 'village, C!ual1g NgClI distnct. Chil­
dren were hurit(i a1i\(', women raped all(1 old 

I1H'n ill-treated. 

_ Lon Nul a(lillltteu that a US F 11 I pLiw' 
bombed a position of the CamlH)din ll T.11)('[<1-
tion ArlJl,>l Forces 70 miles Soutl1 \\'['st of Phnom 

_ Secret meeting of extreme rightist genf'l­
ais in the suburbs of Vientiane for an ('\'('11-

tual coup d'etat in Laos. 

21. In a message sent to Princf' Sou\-anna 
Phouma, Prince Souphanou\"ong ~tClted that 
the neutralization of Vientianf' and Luang 
Prabang was a hasic requirement fur the forma­
tion of the Provisional National l-tllOn C;'O\"('rJl­

ment and the National Coalition Political 

Council. 

22. The High Commanri of the. Lon :\01 

Army admitted that dozens of officers of this 
army han been involved in a theft of brass 

shells. 

_ J.'llHma~lite'published a "secret documf'nt" 
of the Pentagon dated June 21,1973 relatiDg to 
the American attempt to revise a number o( 
clauses of the Vil!ntiane Agreement. The docU­
ment admitted' that the CIA was continuil1g to 
maintain thE' Yang Pao Spe-cial Forces find th<-l.t 
27 Thai infantry hattali--ns and :\ artlllny 
battalions financed hy the l'SA had remainf'd 

in Laos. 

24. Ending of the visit to the Soviet (Tnion 
of the PRG delegation led hy President Nguyen 
HUll Tho (January I~ to 24). An agrf'cment on 
non-repayable economic aid from the llSSR to 

the HSVN was signed. 

_ According to a Harris Institutf' opinIon 
poJ] 73°;', of those questioned thought that 
Nixon had lost the confidence of the public. 

25- Christmas in Saigon: the dull;st for 20 

veal'S (commented the Saigon paper Tin. San!?), 
;nd in Washington: women clinging to the 
Pl1closurc of the \\lilite House ~hout("d slogans 
<lgain"t the continuation of the t"S war policy 

in Viet Nam. 

26. Ending of the viSIt to the DRVN of a 
delC'gation of the Suprf'me Soviet of the CSSR. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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