New series

May 1974

MONTHLY

IER

QOur Mont/t/_y

Comment

achieving  peace and na-

tHonal concord pra forward
by the PRG on Muarch z2 ds
heing  given a warial welcome
by the Svudh Vielnanese people
and olher peoples i the world.
The wost wrgent ineasires -
cluded {n lhe proposal were:
sipict dmplemeniation  of the
cease-jive troughow! South Viel
Nam : velurn of all capiured
and detained civiiian and mili-
tary personmel : full exercise of
deseocralic fiberlies.

Fhus, wiore an one vear
after He signing of the Paris
Agrecorent, the pasilion of lhe
parties conceried e Lecaie
perfeciiv elear: the 1ielnanese
peaple, as {heir O-poin! proposal
shoies, are anyious fur 1és com-
plete {mpleinentativn, wiile 1l
[FS-Saigon  side (s virfually
fapadng 1 it o dead Telter.

’HE i O-padad propasal for

Henry Kissinger, in pariicy-
fai, aslonished e world by lis
fopsv-tirvy logic. In a lelicr
dated March 25 scnl to Senaloer
Fdward Kennedy, the U5 Sec-

relary o} Stale and chief Auniey-
ican negoliator of the January
27 Agreement and the June 13,
1973 foint Convnumiqud declay-
ed wnequivocally that, [rom
the 7S standpoint, it is pre-
cisely the Paris Agreement that
constitutes the juridical basis
Jor the new US commitment to
the Saigon administration, a
comuitinen! according o whicl
the Uniled States will provide
military and economic aid as
loig as is veqitived by the silua-
lion.

Washington has introduced
fnto Souwth Viet Nam large
guaitities of new weapons and
war naterial, including I-sE
fighiers, M-48 fanks, and war-
ships. On April 10, the Defence
Depariment officially annouic-
ed an additional military aid
worth 200 million dollays to the
Thicu vegime, for the Ta73-1974
fiscal wvear. A dthe sane Lo,
fhe Wihite Howuse was trving to
persiade Congress of Hhe neces-
siv oof approving o onilifary
ald budget jor the 1074-1975
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frscal year which will be the
double of the ciwrrent one. M.
Colby, Director of ithe L1,
formerly  yesponsible  for  ihe
sinister  Phoeniy  *+ Pacifiea-
tion " programme which has
heen in operation since 1668,
inade a secrel iisit to Saigon af
the end of March for a firsthand
“assessinent ' o} the sitnation
Itis kwown, from Westeri sonre-
es, tha! _Lmerican ard 1o the
Saigan police sysien, of which
W, Collv is one of the wmain
promoters, has been raised since
1967 to nearly 132 mallion dol-
lars, and the Paris Agreement
has not in the least affected tlis
atd. dccording to Senator [d-
ward Kennedy, for the 1973-
Ig74 fiscal vyear, il tuchudes
8.8 million dollars for weapons
and anpununition, 1.5 million
dollars for means of communi-
catioi, 256,000 dollars for tratn-
ing of policemnen, and 86g,000
dollars for electronic compu-
ters designed for controlling the
activities of Bo per cent of the
population living in the US-
Satgon zone of control.

With this US aid, the Thieu
cligue 1s conlinuing to slep wp
its police and mopping-up oper-
ations i the aveas wnder tis
control, and the laid-grabbing
operations, artillery aitacks and
aty raids against the liberated
zone.

Public opindon had hardly
vecovered from the shock caused
by the massacre of schoolchil-
dren 1n a primary school at Cai
Lay-—and wno one any longer
fias doubls of Saigon's respon-
sibility jor this odious crime —
than there was a new worry in
the tension created by Thieu in
conneciton with the Tong Le
Chan affaiv. Tong Le Chan, a
Saigon witlitary base situated
on the Cambodian border, has
fong seyved as a starting point
for land-grabbing operations
and a guiding centre for shelling
and bombing the liberated zone,
In order to punish the Saigon
{roops  stationed  theve, the
PLAL, after many warnings,
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enciveled the base and subjected
i lo heavy bombardment. On
April 12 the besieged troops had
fo Lake to [Light, leaving behind
maity  wounded and a large
amownt of war wmaterial, Then
Satgon planes flew 30 bombing
sorties over Tong Le Chai and
according fo Iestern  covres-
fpondents Uterally levelled it to
the ground.

In o well-orchestraled propa-
ganda canpaign, Washinglon
and Saigon described the Tong
Le Chan incident as a large-
scale atlack by the PLAL, sup-
poried by lanks, with a view fo
capluring the base. That was a
psvwar trick aimed at diverting
public attention jron: the new
O-point proposal put  jorward
by the PRG, and at creating a
new fension and war psychosis
which, Thiew hoped, would make
i easier to get Congress appro-
val for American wmilitary aid
credits.

Ifor several siccessive days,
under the preiext of taking rve-
laliatory measures against the
atfack on Tong Le Chan, Sai-

gon  planes savagely bombed
Loc Niuh and other liberated
areas  Rilling and wounding

many  people. The PRG wmili-
tary delegation at Tan Son Nhal
saw their privileges and iminu-
nities violated : their telephone
and air comimunications were
suspended and all contact with
the press cut off. The work of
the foint Military Commission
was sabotaged and the La Celie
Saint Cloud Conference unilat-
erally postponed sine die by
the Saigon side.

Declarations by Kissinger or
actions by Thiew, both are pari
of the same USdesign to use every
possible means to impose neo-
colonialisim on South Viet Nam.

However, in this part of the
world where the peoples have
givei proof of their ability to
vesist the schemes of imperial-
tsm, Washington does not hold
all the cards.

In Laos, despite US efjorts

to sabolage the peace and na-
tional concord stipulated by ihe

February 21, 1973 Tientiane
Agreement, o Frovisional Gop-
ermuent  of  National nion
and a National Political Coun-
ctl of Coalition weve formed,
with the participation, on an
equal fovilng, of lhe patriotic
forces. The 1ietnanese people
rejoice al the greal success of
the jraternal Lao people and
find fw this a sonrce of encour-
agenent for their own struggle.

In Cambodia the war contin-
wes, due to Washington's  ob-
stinate vefusal to recoguize the
fundamental national rights of
the Cambodian people But mil-
ttary operations arc taking a
turn obviously favourable to the
patriotic  jorces. After the jall
of Oudong, the old Khiner voyal
capital, Kompong Luong has
been the next io be libevated. Ii
i noteworthy that  Admerican
C-130 planes, from their base
i Ulapao, Thailand, have been
dropping food supplies and war
material to the Lon Nol troops
besieged in this town, only 20km
novih of Phuom Penlr. The US
Lmbassy remains the general
headquarters for military opera-
tions of the puppet troops;
Admerican and malitary aid to
Cambodia this year will amownt
to 350 million dollays. All this
will not save Washington's
henchmen jrom defeat, or close
thetr yanks, torn apart by
tnternal rifts.

As regards the resistance, the
prestige of the NUFK and the
RGNUC has veached a new
height with VicePremier Khien
Samphon’s first visii o jrater-
nal countries, and lirst of all,
the DRVN.

I the same way the visits by
DRVN  Premier  Pham  Van
Dong to Belgrade and Stockholm
(after he had wvisited Havana
and  Algiers) show that the
struggle of the Viefnamese and
other  Indochinese peoples s
enjoying the great svinpathy and
support of progressive mankind.

April 25, 1974

VIET NAM COURLER



Third

HIS 15 the third time in 17 years that a coalition
T government has becen formed in  neighbouring
Laos. Each coalition government marks a
progress for the national, peace and dembcratic
torces in Laos and a setback for the US imperial-
ists in  their attempt to implant neo-colonialism
in the «“One Miilion Flephants*’ country.

The first coalition government was set up in
1957. The Gencva Agreements signed in 1934 recog-
nized the sovereignty, independence, unity and
territorial integrity of Laos; it tecognized also the
political position of the Pathet Lao in the Kingdom
and Sam Neua and PPhongsaly as two provinces of
regroupment of the patrictic forces. After repelling
the attacks of the rightist army, the Pathet Lao,
giving proof of their goodwill and spirit of nation-
al concord, signed the Vientiane Agreements in
1956-1957, reinstated the royval administration in
the two provinces of regroupment, merged the
patriotic armed forces in the national army, and
participated in the ceoalition government in which
the DPathet Lao had two portfolios. Among the
tdlocuments signed was a protocol on the foreign
policy of peace and neutrality which had an his-
toric significance : in {act, this was the {irst time
that the five principles of peacelul coexistence and
the ten principles of the Bandung Conference
were formally written down in an important doc-
ument of a country of the third world. However,
the U'S soon began to sabotage this coalition gov-
ernment, Graham Parsons, US Ambassador, admit-
ted: T struggled for sixteen months to prevent
a coalition.” What Parsons did was in agreement
with the policy of Dalies, then Secretary of State
in the Tisenhower wlministration who once said
that ncutrality was “immoral,”” On orders from
the Americans, the troops of the reactionaries en-
circled and disartned the two Pathet Lao Battalions
Nur and Nez, and arrested Prince Souphanouvong
and other Pathet Lao leaders, after overthrowing
the coalition government in Aungust 1958,

However, under the leadership of the Lao
triotic I'ront, the l.ao

Pa-
people rapidly shifted to
armed struggle combined with political actions.
The IPathet Tao Battalion N9 successful break-
threugh of the enemy encirclement, the wonderful
escape of LI leaders from priscn and the coup d’état
staged by somie army units in Vientiane in August
1960 — all these are clear proofs of the indomitable
spirit of the T.ao people. The débicle suifered at
Nam Tha in 19062 by the C1A strong man Phoumi
Nosavan led to the signing of the 1962 Geneva
Agreements on Laos and the formation of the sec-

N® 24 — May 5974‘

~oalition 1n Laos

ond coalition government in which the LIPPF had
two ministers and two vice-minisiers, while the
patriotic neuatralists were given a number of minis-
tries. After Cuba, the Laos sethack in 1962 was the
hardest blow dealt to US neo-colonialism on a
world scale. But the Americans would not accept
defeat. The rightist troops continued to encroach
upon the liberated =zone, while in Vientiane still
under the control of the reactionaries, the coalition
government was paralysed. The assassination of
lToreign  Minister Quinim Pholsena in April 15063
heralded the impending storm. A coup d’¢tat staged
by the rightist elements, succeeded in overthrowing
the coalition government {April 1964). One month
later, the US started their air war in Laos while
continuing the special ground war, with the rightist
troops as cannon-fodder.

Howerer, in the liberated areas whick covered

" two-thirds of the national territory and were inhab-

ited by half the Laos population,
forces’ leaders conducted a heroic resistance war
foiling all the aggressive schemes of the US to
which Thailand lent an active hand. The rightist
troops, Vang Pao’s * special forces '’ and the Thai
mercenaries were powerless in face of ithe might
of the patriotic armed forces. Three and a half
millicn tons of bombs, dropped by the US, could
not prevent the liberated =zone {rom expanding
over to foar-fifths of the national territory, includ-
ing important siralegic areas such as the Plain
of Jars and the Bolovens Platean. The resull was
that johnson's “ special war, * greatly intensified by
Nixon, suffered an ignominious defeat. On FFebruary
21, 1973, onc month after the conclusion of the Paris
Agreement on Viet Nam an agreement was signed in
Vientianc 1o restore peace and achieve national
concord in Laos.

the patriotic

Buat the US imperialists remain obdurate. The
strugpgle for the implementation of the Vientiane
Agreement has been a long and ferce one. The
ultra-rightlists attemptled a coup on August 20, 1973
in an aitempt to undermine the agrecment, and
only aiter it had ended in fiasco, was the protocol
to the agreement signed on September 14, 1073,
After another difficult tug-ofwar, agreement was
finally reached on the neutralization of the cities of
Vientiane and Luang Prabang, paving the way for
the setting up of two highest State organs, namely
the Provisional Government of National Union and
the National Dolitical Council of Coalition pending
general elections.

The fact that in these two bodies the patriotic
forces have a membership and a position equal to
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those of the WVientianc side is indicative of the
growth and decisive rofc of the patriotic forces,
compared  with the previous two coalitions.
The liberated zone has been recognized de jve and
de facto, and this is another big stride forward.

But the main pregress has been in the growth
and unity of the patriotic forces, guided by a sound
political line and strengthened Ly the co-ordinated
struggle of the other peoples of [ndochina and the
sympathy and support of progressive peoples of the
world.

Inversely, the reactionary forces see their ranks
weakened and split up. The time of such ¢ Young
Turks "’ as Phoumi Nosavan and Siho is definitive-
ly over. Phoui Saranikone too has lost all prestige.
A new phenomenon has appearcd in urban centres :
a scething movement of struggle for justice, peace,
national concord is spreading among various sec-
tions of the population, cspecially among school
and college students. Prince Souphanouvong was
escorted by three hundred Honda-riding youths along
a four kilometres long stretch of road lined with
checering people when he returned to the capital city
of Vientiane afler an cleven-year absence: nothing
could express more vividly the invineible might of
the patriotic forces, whiclh stems from the masses.

For many years, the development in T.aos has
been closely asscciated with the general situation
in this part of the world especially in Viet Nam,

When the Americans egged on their henchmen to
sabotage the first Lao coalition government in 1957,
it was also the time when Ngo Dinh Diem acccler-
ated the '* denounce Communists, kill Communists *’

campaign, dragging his guillotine through the coun-
try to behead South Vietnamese patrioets. When the
Anericans mounted a coup d’état in 1964 to over-
throw the second coalition government in Laos and
started the air war against the Lao liberated areas,
it was also the time when they were scheming io
stage the ‘“Tonkin Gulf incident’” to give them-
selves a_ pretext for unleashing their planes against
North Viet Nam and introducing the GIs en masse
into South Viet Nam.

On the other hand, the progress made by the

Lao patriotic forces gave an impulse to the common
movement in the region. The solution of neutrality
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adopted for Laos in 1962 wus a satisfactory prece-
dent for the settlemeni of the Viet Nam question
proposed by the PRG in the Paris tallks, which in-
cluded the Tormation of o tripartite government fol-
lowing a {oreign pulicy of peace and neutrality. The
débacle suffcred by the Saigon ‘puppet army on the
Road 9 — Southern Laos front in 1971, the result of
the excellent co-ordination between the armed forces
and people of Viel Nam and Taes, was o prelude
to the bankruptey of the * Vietnunization ™ of the
war, and created conditions for the 1972 Strategic
offensive in Scuth Viet Nam.

) Clearly, the success achieved by the T.ao people,
like that of the Vietnamese and Khmer peaples, has
also exerted a good influcnce on the situation in
Thailand where the pro-US, militarist dictatorial
government of Thanom and I'raphas was finally
toppled. This event in Thailand was heartily wel-
comed by the people of Laos and the other peoples
of Tndochina.

The Vietnamese pecple have always desired a peace-
ful Laos along the western frontier of their coun-
try, a Laos with which we maintain relations of
friendship and co-operation, which is not = new-type
colony and a US military base capable of becoming
a threat to our country. A peaceful and ncutral
Laos isever closer to becoming a reality after three
coalitions. We highly valuce this progress which is
beneficial to Viet Nam as well as to olher countries
in this part of the world.

‘The present satisfactory development in Laos is,
of course, exerting a healthy intluence on broad
sections of the urban population under Thicu’s
control. What, one wonders, now stands in the way
of the realization of peace and national concord in
South Viet Nam, now that Laos is taking that road ?
Of coarse, this further exposes the Nguyen Van
Thieu clique who are sabotaging the Paris Agree-
ment and attempting to suppress the PRG and the
third political foree in South Viet Nam.

We warmly welcome the development of the si-
tuation in Laos, but we do not have any illusions
about it. The objective of American imperialist
poiicy in Indochina has remaincd unchanged: to
maintain neo-colonialism there- They have not end-
ed their involvement in Laos: thousands of US
militarymen in civilian clothes are still carrying on
concealed operations in that country ; US military
aid continues 1o pour into Laos to ihe tune of 300
million dollats a year, that is six times more than
in 1962 ; a considerable number of Thai troops are
still stationed there. The US war of aggPession in
Cambodia is Hercer than ever, while in South Viet
~Nam, the Saigon puppel army, maintained and
commanded by Americans, continues to launch oper-
ations of * pacification *’ and encroachment against
the Hiberated zone. All this calls for heightened vigi-
lance on the part of sur people and the brother Lo
people.

However, looking back on the three saceessive
coalition governments and on the whole situation in
this region, we may say that in Taos as in Viet
Nam, though the march of history, at times, may
suffer some delay or have 1o take o roundabouot
way, it cannot be reversed

NGUYEN HOANG

VIET NAM COURIFR



On April 4. 1974 the King of Laos Sri Savang Vathana,
formally invested :

. The Natienal Political Council of Coalition (42 mem-
bers : 16 from the Patriotic Forces side, 16 freom the Vien-
tiane side and 2 chosen by mutual agreement of the twe
sides) with Prince Souphanouvong (Patriotic Forces) as its

President, and Sisoumang Sisaleumsak (Vientiane side) and

Xhamsouk Kecola (Patriotic Forces, who is also the Council’s
Secretary General) its Vice-Presidents ;

NY 2y — May

1974

. The Provisional Government of MNational Union, headed
by Prince Souvanna Phouma (Vientiane side) with 24 other
members (11 from the Patriotic Forces side, 11 fromthe Vien-
tiane side and 2 chosen by mutual agreement of the two
sides) including 2 Vice-Premiers : Phoumi Vongvichir (Fatriotic
Forces) and Leuam Insisiengmay (Vientiane side).




Prime Minister
Phawm Van Dong
and President
Houari
Boumedicnne

VIET NAM-ALGEFRIA

WENTY years ago, when the
Irench garrison at  Dien
Bien  Phu  surrendered, a

great clamour of joy rose from
all over the towns and country-
side of Algeria; speaking in Hanoi
o March 6, 1974, Dresident
Hounari  Boumedienne recilied
that the Algerian people regarded
that victory as their own. On the
other side, is there any  Viet-
namese who cannot remember
with emotion the strikes and
demonstrations staged over a
period of years by the dockers in
Oran and the population of the
Algerian cities in support of the
Vietnamese people’s struggle for
national liberation ?

While the Algerian people were
waging their own war of national
liberation, the Vietnamese people
were entering a new stage of their
struggle, that of countering US
intervention and neo-colonialist
aggression. Once again, the two
peoples, waging the same struggle
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on  two different fronts, felt
closely bound te each other. The
coal miners in Hongay, the doc-
kers in Haiphong vieil with one
another in making the “ manth
of solidarity and support for the
Algerian  people” a success : in
Seuth Viet Nami, an © Algeria '
battalion was set up during the

war of liberation against the
Americans.

Clearly that {fratemity and
solidarity  Detween  the two

peoples of Algeria and Viet Nam,
marked by the Dblood of the
countless heroes fallen for the
great cause of independence and
freedom, are indestructible. While
President DBoumedienne recalled
in Hanoi that “you [the Viet-
namese prople] were the moving
power behind one of the greatest
feaps forward which has marked
the changes in the conteruporary
world, ™’ Premicr Pham Van Dong,
on his side, exclaimed in Algiers :
“ Algeria was the first African

FACTS AND EVENTS

country to rise up, arms in hand,
and make usc of revolutionary
violence to smash counter-revolu-
ticnary  wviolence and liberate
itself. Algeria has been the grave-
digger of an old colenialist imper-
ialism. ”’

That fraternity and solidarity
are  being strengthened day by
day; the struggle against imper-
ialism  and neo-colonialism, the
building of & new economy and
cultitre are ties which bind the
two peoples together despite the
distance scparating them, The
reception  given Dby the Viet-
namese pecple to President Bou-
mediennc and the Algerian dele-
gation during their visit to the
DRVN were a vibrant respense
to the enthusiastic greeting and
passionate cheering of the Alger-
ian crowd which welcomed the
Vietnamose guests Mr Nguyen
Huu Tho, Mme Nguyen Thi Binh.
In April rg74, twenty years after
Dien Bien Thu, P’remier Pham
Van Dong was greeted in Algiers
and other localities in Algeria as
a brother and a friend.

All Vietnamese know that the

Algerian  Democratic  People’s
Republic is the first African
government to recognize the

South Viet Nam NVFI. and the
PRG of the RSV, At cvery
international forum Algeria has
always raised her voice to support
the Victnamese pecple and con-
demn US agpression in Viet Nam.
At the nen-aligned countries’ sum-
mit conference heid in Algiers
1973, at the Conference for the De-
velopment of International Huma-
nitarian Law in Geneva in 1974,
the Algerian Government unequi-
vocally defended the just cause
ahd position of the Vietnamese
people. US imperialism has used
pressure and blackmail but has
never been able to break that
sacred lie uniting our two peo-
ples. Tor their part, the Viet-
namese  people understand that
Algeria is at the frontline of the
struggle now being waged by the
Arab peoples against Isracl and
imperialism ; the resounding vic-
tories won by the Arab peoples
since October 1973 are regarded
by the Vietnamese people as
their own, and on their behalf,
Premier Pham Van Dong express-
ed unreserved support to  Alge-
ria’s positions and theses. Theése
noble words of President Boume-
dienne on March 6. 1974 in Hanoi,

VIET NAM COURIER



went to the hearts of all Viet-
namese

“’I'he Algerian people are cons-
civus of the elforts you have
made in concert with the PRG of
the RSVN, to implement the Paris
Agreement. They are aware of
the vielations of that agreement
by the US gevernment and the
Saigon puppet administration.
Thit is why we once again de-
mand the strict and loyal imple-
mentation of all provisivns of
that agrecement, chiefly the stipu-

lations regarding the cease-fire,
the release of political defainces
and  guarantee of democratic
liberties...

« paithful to the memory of
their martyrs and to their revolu-
tionary traditions, and conscious
of the changes now being wrought
in the world the Vietnamese and
Algerian  peoples  will  turther
strengthen their co-operation and
solidarity in order to play theiv
fall role in the settloment of
major international problem. ™

VIET NAM -

ECAT.LING President Ho Chi
Minh’s  wish as exprossed
in his Testament, Premier

Pham Van Dong paid a visit to
Yugoslavia {from April 5to08, 1974
te thank, on behall of our gov-
ernment and people, the League
of  Comnmnists, the Govern-
ment and people of Yugoslavia
for their staunch support to our
struggle against US aggression
for national salvation. Premier
Pham Van Dong praised the
heroism and indomitable spirit of
the Yugosluv  people in their
resistance against fascist aggros-
sion in World War Il, and hailed
their success in bringing prosper-
ity to their country, amd im-
proving their material and cultur-
al life.

The Yugoslav leaders praised
the wndaunted and  victoricus
struggle of our people, and strong-
Iv condemned the Saigon admin-
istration, backed by the Ameri-
cans, for systematically violating
the Paris Agreement, thus pre-
venting lhe restoration of peace
in South Viet Nam and denyving
the Vietnamse people the fruits
of their struggle. Presiden' Dzemal
Bijedic said @ © We assure yvou that
Yugoslavia will continue to give
wholehearted support to the just
struggle  of  the Vielnamese
people.”’

The Viet Nam — Yogoslavia

Joint  Communiqué underlined
that: “ Yugoslavia  staunchly
supports the position of the

DRVN Government and of the
PRG of the RSVN, which is io
fully respect and seriously imple-
ment the Paris Agreemeni  on
Viet Nam and demand that the
other side do the same. Yugos
lavia resolutely supports the
Vietnamese people’s struggle in

N 23 — Mayv 1974

YUGOSLAVIA

its new stage to preserve and
consolidate peace, build socialism
in the North, achieve independ-
ence and democracy in the
South and advance toward the

Prime Minisler

Phawm Van Dong

and Presidend
J-B. Tite

peaceful  reunification of  Viet
Nam. To show her solidarity with
the Victnamese people, Yugosla-
via deelared her readiness to con-
iribute iothe task of healing the
wounds of war and the economic
rehabilitation and  development
of the DRVN.” The communiqué
lays emphasis on Yugoslavia's
wholehearled support of the ©
points put furth on March 22,
1974 by the PREG of the RSV,
regarding this as a ¢ proposal of
particular importance Lo solve the
urgent problems in Soath Viet
Nam and pave the way toa poli-
tical settlement of the South
Viet Nam issuc, iun accordance
with the Paris Agreement.”” (ur
people  warmly — welcome  the
good resulls of the friendship visit
of our govermmuent delegation Lo
Yugoslavia and the consolida-
tion and development of [riendly
relations between the Vietnamese
and Yugoslav peoples,

Excerpls frour the Nhan Dan
ediforial, issne of April 10, 1974

VIET NAM-SWEDEN

HAT made Sweden, @ country
which is geographically far
away and politically differ-

cnl from Viet Nam, show concern
for the struggle of the Victnamese
people and give their wholeheart-

od support to it? In a speech
made at a banquet given in hon-
our of Prirmme Minister Pham Van
Dong (during his visit to Sweden

{Continued on page 10)
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e COlew “Woman

HAT does the questicn of
women's emancipation and
the achievement of equality

between men and women mmply
in the present stage of the socinl-
st revolution in North Viet
Nam ? Tt is clear that after the
decisive wvictories of socialist
transformation and the establish-
ment  of mew relations in pro-
duction, the principal content of
the struggle for the emancipation
of women is mainly a struggle
aganst economic poverty  and
against the backward and WIony
conceptions of women current
in the old society ;: it is 4
struggle to ensare the ever-
increasing participation of women
in the management of the com.

munity and prodaction, in a
manner compatible with  their
characteristics  and capability ;

to lighten househeold work through
rational re-organization of their
life ; to strive Lo riise women’s
political, educational, scientific
and technical standards. Thus
i1 the socialist revolution, fo
emancipdie wowen is in essense 1o
ensure (heir fullest pavlicipation
as  collective mastevs in all the
three vespects © to  be  masters
of sceiety, nastess of nalure and
masiers of themselves. This is the
content of the struggle for the
emancipation of women in tho
period of transition to socialism.

Only the socialist regime, this
new regime in history in swhich
everyone 15 masfer, can enuiei-
pate not only the whole society
but also every individual famtiy,
bringing a new life te society
and to each family and hartno
nizing the interest and happiness

At the |tk Congress of Victnamese owen

the Socialist Society

{March -7, 1974),

Le [Duwan, First Secretary of the Central Cowiniilter of the 17iet Nam
VWorkers® Purty, miade a speech om the role of wowen as *fcollective

master ' of the mew socivty.
speech
of every family with  that  of

soctely. Furthermore, the regime
of collective mastership not only
promotes women to be tnasters
sl society and of the State, it
also creates conditions for them
to become masters of nature and
of themselves and to make ever
greater strides forward. Therefore
to establish a socialist regime
of collective masters is in [ull
agreement with the intcrests
and aspirations of women and
is a basic way by which women
can become completely emanci-
pated. Of course, that lediy
cause can be Dbrought about only
by the successful implemen-
tation of the three revolutions

{the revolution in relaticns  of
production, the techaical revo-
lution and  the idcolegical and
cultural  revolaticn), and the

transformation of backward small-
scale production into large-scale
socialist  production. lLenin has
pointed out: “Only when ancl
where & straggle Dy the masses

{under the lcadership of the
proletariat in power) kas beguu
against that small family econ-
omy, or rither only  when
there is o transformation of the
whole  small economy  into
socialist  economy on  a  large

scale, can there be a real start in
the emancipation of women and
can there be real Communizm. "
T that revolutionary cause, o
canse most dear 1o the women
themeselves, thev must strive to
miikee progress They must cagerly
nmaireh torward,  overcome  all
difficulties  and ubstacles, andd.
away with anyv inferiority complex
Al sell-complacency. With o]l
theie  strength and intelligence,

Feflowiny

are excerpls  from his

WOIenN rise Up a8 4
force, to hasten the
process  of  Dbuilding a new
regime, o new econoiny and a
new man so oas  to render our
socicty truly fine and superior,
and to bring prosperity and glory
to the IFatherland, and happiness
to every family. This is a heavy

let our
dynamic

respousibility  and o great
honour for the women's move-
ment in this new stage.

In order to fulfil such a noble
historic mission, the specially
important task of the women’s
movement in the North is ¢ fo
biedld a wew socaliod wenan.
What «does this mean ? A new
woman is one who {ullils satisfact-
orily her duty as a socialist ¢iti-
zen ; a o woman who fulfils satis-
lactority her noble function as a
mother toward her children, and
as a wife in the family, It is true
that in any society a woman iy
a citizen, a mother and o wife.

But there is o basic and striking
contrast between a sluve citizen,
i hiired Jabourer in a regime of
privite ownership and a socialist
citizen who is collectivelv master
ol the community  and of the
State; Dbetween o feadalist  or
capitalist family and a socialist

‘one; between o mother, o wife in

the old socicty and a mother, g
wile in the new one. Tn our
regittie, not cnly woinen's part i-

cipation in pablic aflairs  feco-
nonvic management  and  Stae-
nanagemaenty  but  even  {hoeir

childbirth, the bringing up and
olucation  of their children, and
liousehold  work, all  assmime o
profoundly sociad characier, and
are clesely rolated (o the weneral

0 Y
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progress of society and constitute
an integral part of the causc of
transforming the old society and
bailding a new one.

\t present, after the great vie-
tory of our resistance war against
US aggression for national salva-
tion, the Vietnamese revalation
has entered a new stage in which
the general tasks of the Northas laid
down by the zznd Plenum of the
Party’s Central Committee are:
to unite the entire people, strive
to carry oat socialist industrial-
ization, speed up the three revo-
lutions, build up North Viet Nam
and quickly, strongly and stead-
ily lead it te soctalism, combine
closely economy with national
defence, raise ome's vigilanee,
stand ready to sinash all ma-
nocuvres of the US imperialists
and their henchmen, strive to
fulfil one’s duiv in the revolu-
tionary struggle for the comple-
tion of indep=ndence and democ-
racy in South Viet Nam, advance
toward peaceful reunification of
the IFatheriand and fulfil inter-
nationalist obligations towards
the Lao and Cambodian revolu-
tions,

For the two years 1974-1075,
the iask of the North is lo: rap-
idly complete the healing of
the war wounds, strive to reha-
bilitate and develop the econ-
omy, promote culture, con-
tinue to build the material and
technical base of socialism, con-
solidate the socialist relations of

preduction, and the socialist
regime in every aspect, stabi-
lize the economic  situation

and the people’s life, strengthen
national defence, and strive to
fulfil the obligations towards
the heroic South.

To fulfil the duty of a Viet-
namese citizen who loves her
country and socialism, every
womat should do her utmost 1o
contribate te the achicvement of
this general tasks.

Nowadays, the women’s labour
{force accounts for more than
v0%, of the total labour force in
agriculture, 42%, of the total
namber of workers and employ-
ees, 32% of handicraft workers,
nearly 6% in commerce, nearly
0o%, 1n the public heaith service,
52%, in education, etc. With their
participation i all branches of
our national economy, with their
industiricusness and theircapacity
to endure through all kinds of
weather, Viernamese Wolmen
shoukl become the real core of
the movement of labour, produoc-
tion and thrift for socialist cuns-
truction. [{ we formerly spared
no  saerifices and devoted our
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lives to the struggle for the inde-
pendence and freedom of our
Fatherland, we now stand ready
to use all our physical and intel-
lectual power for the cause of
national constraction. 1f formerly
Vietnamese women have added
glorious pages to the history of
onr nation's fight against foreign
invasion, they arc now all the
more capable, with their cons-
cious and ecreative labour, of
making worthy contributions to
glori{y our country and to elimi-
nate poverty and Dbackwardness
and all negative and unhealthy
manifestations which are in con-
tradiction to the nature of our
regime and the lines and policies
of our DParty and State.

[n our society, when speaking
of labour we should lay emphasis
on labour with technique, organi-
zation and discipline, for labour
in our regime must have high
productivity, it must turn out
much material wealth for our-
selves and for society, for the pres-
ent generation and the genera-

tions to come. Labour with-
out technique  or  without
high productivity is primitive

labour at variance with the nature
of our socialist labour. Therefore,
more than anybody else, our
women should sirive to study,
unceasingly raise their profes-
sional standards, master science
and technique, set good examples
in the observance of labour disci-
pling, criticize the hired-labour at-
titude, idleness, laziness and slug-
gishness. So many hervines and
madel women workers in various
cconomic and cultural branches
have displayed a new style in
labour and eloguently testificd to
the woinen labourers’ great capa-
bilities. The question is how to
mobilize, above all how to organ-
ize and manage them.

As go ol citizens in oar society
who make np a large lorce of the
popuniation, women shouald play a
worthy role in the management
of society and the State. At pros-
ent, in our National Assembly,
30%, of the deputies arc women
and in the people's councils the
proportion in 40%. There are 50
vice-Chairwomen and  women
members in provincial adminis-
trative committees, more than
3,000 chairwomen and vice-chair-
women of district and village
administrative committees; 130
managers or deputy-managers of
factories, 1,200 coliege leclurers,
nearly 7,000 presidents or vice-
presidents of agricultural co-opera-
tives. This is a big stride forward
in the women’s movement, indi-
cative of the equoality between

men and women and of the latter’s
role as collective masters of our
society. In the days to come, we
should create favourable condi-
tions for women to participate
more ciliciently in the manage-
menti of economy and the State.

Our Party and State hope that
this Congress will concentrate its
discussion on {inding out all meas-
ures Lo arouse an cffervescent
revolutionary spirit ameng wom-
en, aml together with the Trade
Unions and the Yoath Union
strongly step up the movement
of laboar production and  thrift
for the building of socialism, for
the kith-and-kin South and f{or the
reunification of the country.

The woman is at the same time
4 citizen, a worker in society, and
a wife, a mother. Only if we sce
all these aspects can we make a
correct assessment of the women's
problem, correctly solve the tasks
of women’s emancipation and
thoroughly understand the wom-
en’s movement. To  speak of
the wife, the mother, is to speak
of the family. The question oi
women’s cmancipation is closely
associated with the building of a
new, soclalist {amily.

The family is » natural cell of
society, a form of existence of
human life. Withaut the family
there can be no reproduction of
man himself and ihe society can-
not survive and develop.

As a product of society, the
family has devcloped together
with the evolution of society. The
socio-economic conditions in any
historical period is the factor
which decides the character and
structure of the family. In exploit-
ing societies, the family was
based on private interest:; and
therefore it gave birth to tho
principle ““the husband calls the
tune,” in afeudal fumily and the
principle “hand over the morey
first”  In capitalist  narriage.
These inhuman principles brought
untold sufferings and humiliation
{0 women. 1In socialist s’ciety,
which abrogates the regime of
private  ownership, — oppression
and exploitation, the family is
built on equality and teal love
between husband and wile. The
family is no longer an economic
unit as in former societies of
small-seale, individual prodaction.
As an cssential cxpression of so-
cialist sentiment and virtae, the
family now carries out functions
which are indispensable to the
life and development of the new
society.

(Continucd on page 23)




{Coutinated from pige 3)

from April 8 to 11 1974 — Fd)
Premier Olof Palme  said: < The
struggle of the Vietnumese people
symbolizes  the  struggle of 4
people determined 1o cdefend ity
national independence and ity right
to decide its own future at aj]
costs. Tt hus launched a generation
throaghout the world on the path
to political consciousness. * The
Premier stressed that ’resident
Ho Chi Minh's well-known saying
‘nothing is more precious than
independence and freedom’ cong-
titutes a fundamental principle
for all small and medinm-sized
countries in search of national
independence. '’

With this political conscious-
ness, the Swedish people have
united with Vietnamesc people
and wholcheartedly and unreser-
vedly support their just struggle,
In recent years people of all walks
of life, the Leit Communist Party,
the Social Democratic Party and
manyg other political parties and
organizations in Sweden have en-
thusiastically taken part in, and
responded to, the movements in
support of Viet Nam, turning
them into the largest mass move.

Privie Minister Pham Van Doy
and Swedishk  Prenier
Olof Palme,

VIET NAM _ SWEDEN

ments ever known in their ¢oun-
try. Together with the Swedish
people, the Swedish Government
took sides with Viet Nam and
condemned the U'S imperialist
aggressors.  After the Thistoric
victory of the Victnamese people,
the Swedish Government and

people continue to support Viet

Nam by demunding that the 1S
and Saigon Administrations im.
plement the Paris Agreement and
at the same time actively help
the Vietnamese people restore
and develop their economy,

Excerpls {rom the Nhan Dan
editorial, issue of April 13, 1974,

STOCKHOLM

INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE ON VIET NAM

¢¢ | ST year the world witness-
L ed systematic violations
of several provisions of the
Paris Agreement by the Baigon
administration aided and abetted
by the US government... In the
present difficult situation, we
feel it our duty to side with the
Vietnamese people, to afford them
the greatest assistance to rebuild
their country, to give firm
support to them in the political
field so that their struggle for
peace, freedom, national inde-
pendence  and democracy may
be crowned with success.”

This was the declaration made
by Mrs Birgitta Dahl, acting
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President of the Stockholm Con-
ference on Viet Nam, President
of the Swedish Committee for
Solidarity with Viet Nam, at the
opening session of the Interna-
tional Conference on Viet Nam,
held in Stockholm from March
29 to 31, 1974, attended by 300
delegates from 54 countries.

The determination of all honest
people in the world is reflected
in these statements asin the Con-
ference resolutions which demand
that the US put an end to all its
military involvement and inter-
ference in the internal alfairs of
South Viet WNam and that the
Saigon administration fully im-

plement the three urgent points:
complete cease-fire, return of all
detained military and eivilian
personnel and guarantee of demo-
cratic libertics.

The G-point proposal made on
March 22, 1974 by the PRG of the
RSVN was regarded by the con-
ference as an inportant initiative
to achieve peace and national
concord in Scuth Viet Nam on
the basis of the Paris Agreement.

The convening and the success-
ful conclusion of the Stockholm
Internationnal Conference on Viet
Nam testifies to Washington’s fai-
lure to drop the Viet Nam question
out of sight and to present the
hostilities there as an  insignifi-
cant '"civil war. "’ Once again, it
has been clearly shown that the
tension in South Viet Nam stems
from US neo-colonialist ambition.

VIET NAM COURIER




FACTS AND EVENTS

To Die for Whom ?

R ROBERT RRANSOM, a
New York lawyer, had o
son who fought in Viel

Nam. JAs everybody  knows, the
Viet Nam war was o crusade in
which w whole  peneration  of
Americans was orged 1o 1ake
ap arms in order to defend, among
other things, * universal human
values, " ** the right of the South
Vietnamese to live o life worthy
of the name,’’ and so on and
so  forth... At deast Lhar was
what all the US presidents, {rom
Fisenhower to Nixon, kept on
drumming into ithe Americans,

So  Ransom  Jr leflt for Vi
Nam and he never came back.

Mr Ransom, the father, tried
to  comfcrt  himself  with the
thought that at least, his son
had sacrificed his lile for o noble

Call=e.
But here we are, one  year
after the I’aris  Agreement, and

the waris going on in South
Viet Nam with weapons supplicd
by the Amtericans, under the di-
rection of American ¢ advisers, ™’
while the Swath Vietnamese are

far from cujoying the kind of
life for which Runsom fr sac-
rificed  himself,  Mr  Ransom

father is extremely  gricved.
T see things for himself he
made  atrip to South Viet Nam.

What he saw aml heard there
was quite upsetting and shocking

for the father of a ‘ hero. ”
The impressions he gathered on
the * field of honour ™ appearcd

in an article published by the
New York Timees and the American
Report of Febroary r974.

Trirst, Mr Ransom {found that
in the all-powerful pelice state
headed by  Thieu, there is not
a shred of elementary human

rights or democratic liberties,

Private
searched at
ar night

residences may  be
any hour of the day
by the police and armyv.

Political prisoners arce legion.
Their crime ? Opposing  the one-
man election or  standing  for
peacse.

They are subjected to an ani-
maginable  treatment and  the
worst  tortures. Many have been
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languishing for months on end
in pilson without being brought
for trial.  On the rare occasions
when someone comes up before a
court, his fate ix decided in o few
minutes. Most of the time, the
families do not know where their
dear ones are detained, or are
informed that they have < died ™
during their detentien.

The prevailing  impression is,
according to Mr Ransom, that

ol sulfering, corruption, repres-
sion and fear' “so character-
istic of the Thien regime. '’

Is it for all this that his son
has fallen ? Mr Ransom father
asks himself with bitterness.

There are, of course, tens of
thousands of Robert Ransoms in
the US whose sons have thus
been  uselessty  sacrificed.

Moreover the March 25, 1974
letter sent by Henry Xissinger
to Edward Kennedy and the
State  Department’s  comments
indicate that the US will substan-
tially step up its economic and
military aid to the Thien regime.

To keep alive a regime which
has cruclly mown down a gener-
ation of young Americans.

Wrangling in Phnom Penh

N March 31, Lon Nol dissolv-
ed the Sapreme Political
Council set up on April 24,

1973 {composed of Lon Nol, Cheng
Heng, Sirik Matak and In Tam),
and replaced it by a Supreme
Executive Council made up of
Lon Nol, Sirik Matak, Long Bo-
ret and Sosthéne TFernandez, with
Lon Nol as Chairman and Sirik
Matak as Vice-Chairman.

As In Tam had been practically
discarded in December last year,
the reshuffle in the topmost body
of the Phnom Penh puppet re-
ginie this time was aimed at elimi-
nating Cheng Heng, head of state
after the March 18, 1970 coup
d'état and ex-chairman of the Su-
preme Political Council, and to
toss onto the political scene such
upstarts as Long Boret and Sos-
théne FPFernandez. It is worth
noting that Long Boret is regard-
ed as a * United States man’’
(4P, April 2, 1974).

Realizing the scheme of Lon
~Noland his  American  bosses,
Cheng Meng held a press confer-
ence at his residence. In this he
denounced the Americans whom
he sccused of being deeply involv-
cd in the affair and claimed that
it was they who urged Lon Nol to
dissolve the Supreme Political
Council { Manila Radio, March 31).

Daring the last dour years,
countless wrangles have broken
out among the top US henchmen:
cabinet reshuffles in May and

October 1971, bloodless coup in
March 1972, plebiscite in April
1972, presidential elections in
June 1972, elections to the Na-
tional Assembly in September
1972, formmation of a special gov-
ernment in October roy2, setting
up of the Supreme Political Conn-
cil in April 1973 and formation
of the Tn Tam povernment in
May 1973, but all these cfforts of
the Americans to bring political
stability to Phnom  Penh huve
been in vain.

Troreign observers remark that
this change in the puppet regime
ceincided with the arrival, on
April 4, of the new 'S ambassa-
dor 1o Phnom Penh, John Gun-
ther Dean, a former ambassador
to Laos, well-known for his skill
in manipulating the US puppets
there.

So, to create favourable con-
ditions for Dean to carry through
his new task the White House
has put at his disposal this new
team of US agents in Cambedia.

However, great difficulties are
awaiting him: Oudong townr has

been taken by the patriotic forc-
es: Kampot is in a desperate
situation. Though US aid is pour-
ing in {350 million dollars in
military aid and 250 million in
economic aid) the picture remains
gloomy. One wonders how long
the present group of puppets will
survive as chorus to such an
ambitious man as Lon Nol.
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Statue  of
Amida {Phat
Tich Pagoda)

An Exhibition of
Ancient
Stone
Sculpture

ANY  mmportanl  artistic
M works awd  monuments of
the  Vietnamese  people
have been destroyed or ruined
by the wars against foreign ag-
gression and the severe tropical
climate. Under Trench rule the
colonialist administration paid
ounly scant attention to the con-
servation, rescarch and study ol
this precious heritages. This was
only carried out in real earnest,
after the founding of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam in
1945 amd has continued even
during the arduous war against
LIS aggression in recent years. As
a result, the Fine Arts Muoseam
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{under the Ministry of Culture
was inauguarated in 19Go. Since
then, numerous special exhibi-
tions of [olk-painting, folk-wood-
carving, modern painting and
sculpture have been held, attract-
ing a large number of Vietnamese
am! foreign visitors.

The Exhibition of Ancient Stone
Sculpture, which opened in spring
this year, displays in three rooms
of the Fine Arts DMuseum 199
objects including originals, res-
torations and  reproductions,
drawings and photos.

This exhibition
several  years of

is the result of
reseirch  and

selection work al over Go sites
in 14 provinces and towns, with
the wholehearted help and co-oper-
atton of the local cultural organ-
izations and the popalation. The
relies displayed are not nummerous,
but they can pgive the visitors
a general and, at the same lime,
systematic tdea of ancient Viet-
nimese stone sculpture.

Stone sculpture is a decorative
art. Almost all stone carvings
are integral parts of such monu-
ments as pagodas, towers’ tem-
ples, tombs and palaces, Every
piece, so far as its dimensions are
concerned, is closely related to
the overall lay-cut of a monu-
ment or the surrounding land-
scape, and each Dears the imprint
of the age in which it was created.
Taken away from their original
settings for model display, these
pieces can hardly convey to the
visitors the harmeny ‘of the
whole. This is a weak point of
the exhibitionr but one which is
difficult to avoid. The earliest
exhibits date back te the 11th
century except for two of them
which belong to bre Neo-lithic Age.

Stone  reliefs are found in
the foundations of pagodas and
towers, bases of pillars and stat-
ues, thresholds and balustrades,
cte. Their finely carved designs
observe the symmetrical princi-
ples  of  Vietnamese classical
architecture, Dragons, phoenixes,
lions, chains of flowers, musicians,
dancers... all  such orna-
mental details are composed with
compactness and vividness.

There are alsu stone statnes —
of Buddhas, arhats bird-headed
men, attendants and guards, lions,
dragons, tigers, etc. The statue
at Phat Tich pagoda (in Ha Bac,
1057) 18 one of the most splendid
achievements of our ancient sculp-
ture. The sculptor who carved this
statue, probably after the model
of u beautiful Vietnamese giri,
scems to have graspedthe sublim-
ity and mystery ol the attain-
ment of Nirvana. In the 11th
and 12th centuries Buddhism was
the dominani religion and the
sculpture of this period is usually
inspired by religion or mythology
with figures of Buddhas, dragons,
demons, bird gentes, bird-headed
niem...

Tiger
{Fraw Thu Do's tombh)

—
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Stone scalpture in and after
the 13th century tends to be
more naturalistic.  The tiger (at
the tomb of Tran Thu Do, 1204)
is shawn in comfortablv teclining
position, its body heaving, its
muscles  vibrating. On the stone
storey ol 1’ho Minh tower (in
Nam Ha, 1303), one finds diversi-
ficd ornaments, of great {reshness.
Waves, ciouds, flowers with «a
fricze of lotus petals in reliel give
the unpression of a tower emerg-
ing from a huge lotus [(lower.

Human statues, animal stataes
and crnaments in pagodas, tem-
ples,towers and tembs of monarchs
and mandarins in the period from
the t1sth to the iotlr century
represent a development of the
folk churacter of sculplure whose
more moderale  size, boldness of
form, simplicity and  ease o
features contrast with the former
tendency to over ornamentation.

Busts ol real personages like
those of Tady Sao and Lady Nen
{Thong Pagoda in Hai Hung,
1004) constitute a speciality  of
our stone sculpture at this time.

Themes close to the people’s
tife, unknown in the sculpture of
the period from the Ly to the
Tran dynasty (r1th to  r4th
century), begin to make their
appearance . a cal catching a
mouse, and carvings of horses

cncirete the plinths of stelae in
Canh Phuc Pagoda
1695).

{in Nam Ha,
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Ghe DRUcN Advances

“Lotus 12’

The Agricultural Engineering
Works having successfully drawn
upits own design and manufactur-
ed prototypes, bas now begun mass
production of  Lotus 12" trac-
tors. It will turn out 300 tractors
this year and increase production
in years to come in order to meet
the requirements of agriculiural
mechanization.

Recently, alter wmanunlacturing

* Tractors

transmission system, the techni-
cians and workers designed and
manufactured a machine f{or
boring the gearbox of the « Lotus
12,”” in replacemcent of the univer-
sal boring machine used formerly.
With  this 12-shaft  boring
machine, a worker can do the
boring for 30 gearboxes per day,
increasing productivity by 30
times in comparison with the old
process, and achieving a higher
technical standard,

“ Victory”’ Fishing Boat

and assembling the hydraulic
135-HI°, steel-hulled ships
named ¢ Victory”  are  new

products of Buailding Yard No 1
(of the Aquatic Preduct Agency).

The yard, which only a short
time before had been a small
workshop for repairing road-
rollers and motor launches,
undertook the construction of the
Victory at the beginning of 1972,
when Nixon unleashed the war
of destruction against Notth Viet
Nam. At the end of 1973, it
completed the building of its
sixth ship, ahead of schedule.

The “ Victory *’ ship, of medium
size, is wused for fishing by
scouring nets and lights and suits

the present needs of  fishing
co-operatives and stute-tun fishing
enterprises. The ship is technical-
ly equipped for long vovages far
away from the coast and working
under different conditions. Several
tests have proved the quality of
the ship.

At present the ship-building
vard is trying to reduce the cost
price and to cut down construc-
tion time by cone-third, 1t is also
working on o project to build
200-HP ships.

A Haul of 100.7 Tons
of Fish

Recently the fresh water fishing
technique experimentation group
at Tien Son. in Ha Bac province,
fishing in Cam Son fish-tearing
lake, canght in a single haul 100.7
tons of fish, each fish weighing
between 3 kilograms and 27
kilograms. During the uight of
March 5, 1974, after casting their
net at one end of the lake, the
fishermen detected the passage of
a shoal of fish about 3 kilgmetres
away. They immediately shifted
their net to surround the fish at
midnight. After making a barrage,
they quickly drove the shoal
toward their nets. The catch and
the transportation of the fish to
the shore, which began on the
morning of March 6, 1974, ended
one weelk later.

This big haul was made pussible
thanks 10 the application of a
combination of tecehniques : block-
ing all cscape, driving the fish
into a corper, cte. As carly us
1970, this innovation had lcad to
catches of from 50 to 70 tons in
fish per haul,



met Pham Tien Duat again in 1067 He was

back from the front, The city was then under

fierce bombing. We strolled together for hours
past gaping facades of houses and shattered rools,
up to the West Take, along the Youth Road —
our road.

The trees that listened lo o talk of love have jallen

Theiv sap still keeping scine of our hreath.

The part where lhe wood was sarved  off to build
lwidges

Is neie Dlood ved.

Vesterday they protected the childven from sunshine

Today they link up the voads to the Dbaitlefrout.

At night, ¢ vered by the mist

They count the steps of combaiants

While thinking of those who loved in the shade

And whom the war has separated.

Their place in the former park

Is taken by Al gun;

There, on the stump of a fallen tree

A soldier sits and plays a flule.

1n order to appreciate the simplicity and depth of
Duat’s poems, they should be placed in the carrent
of the young Vietnamese poetry called ¢ Green
Poctry ** by poets and critics obvionsly in tribute
1o those works whick, born in a context ol war

i4

Our Young Poels

Ghe Poem
and
the Gun

v One wight thimk that this child, born on
the baitlefield, would lLnow nothing but
screaming, but it was a song that was
yising..."’

CHE LAN VIEN

and destruction, are extremely lively and tender,
like the young rice plants that grow on the brinks
of bomb craters.

Pham Tien Duat is now 32 years old. He was a
student of the Hanoi Teachers’ College when he
wrote his lirst poemns. lnspiration then came to
him with the familiar landscapes, the arch of a
bridge, the smile of a girl, the crossing of a ferry.
e got a degree in letters, then enlisted in 1904
when the Americans extended gheir war of destruc-
tion to North Viet Nam. Since then, his life has
been a link between poetry and struggle, &« strug-
gle shouldered by him, by the majority of young
people of his generation, as an immaodiate and
Jasting concern.

Far from Seng Phan -
Day and night, the winending blasts of bombs
And the dyone of planes

FEchoed in my mind.

and it was at the front that he began his hymn
to the fighting youth. On a chance table, a shell
case, somctimes at night, in a dark straw hut — if
truck convoys can move in the dark, why should
one wait till daylight to write poems ? — he wrote
about man, about his own love for his country,
which was as strong as his hatred for the aggres-
sors. He wrote about the roads, that fantastic live
network of the anti-US resistance, With shells
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and other lethal means, the American ailr
and navy tried to cut supplies to the South. DBut
in vain. Night fcli on a road full of craters : the
next morning the trucks were rolling.

foree

The dasiiness of night in Viet Nawm
Like an interval at the theatre

it byings great changes.

{The Glimmer of the Lamp)

The roads stretched out, and widened into a
network, intricate and moving. In Ha Tinh prov-
ince alone, from 1665 to 1667, as many kilometres
of roads were built as in all the 19th century over
the whole of Viet Nam. Nothing in this may be
considered miraculous, except for the labour and
courage of those thousands of young volunteers
who were an integral part of the roads all through
the war and to whom Pham Tien Duat has, through
“young girl,” dedicated the fellowing poem :

Hou: can [ love vou ?

J havenw’l vet seem vour face.

Of all the young volunteers

You had the whitest shiri,

While planting stakes avound the cralers
You joked, and your mates vroared with laughley
A magnetic bomb fell neayr the well,

You slept, your legs covered with mud.

All day long defusing bombs

At night, in your dreams, your were speaking
And your whisper lulled the straw hut.

To move earth, she put on a white shirt, She
was afraid, of course, but ucthing could silence her
laughter, this was the way she took up the chal-
lenge, The girl Duat had come across one day on his
way 1o the {front has given her name to thousaneds
of other girl members of the * Young
Brigades " : em, or younger sister...

Volunteer

Pham Tien Duat passes the daily reality through
the sieve of his sensitivily and his imagination,
but his poems remain deeply anchored in life; this
is one of the features of that ‘ Green Poctry’’
whose current has been growing is strength during
the war. Each literary contest discovers new
talents. In 1g969-1970 the Jury of the All North
Viet Nam Doetry Contest received 13,000 poems. In
1972-1973, 1he number more than doubled. ol
course, one should not base oneselt solcly on figures.
Nonetheless, the testify, in their way, to the vig-
our of poefical creation in Viet Nam.

Ne 24 — Dbay 1974

Big eflorts have been made at the inttintive mostly
ol the Writers' Union, with the aim of encouraging
tlie emergence of new talents and their improve-
ment. “ Green Poctry 7 blossomed everywhere, even
al the Dbattleiront, in actual combat, where it
echoed the watchword of the Vietnamese youth:
“ Tet our songs <rown the blasts of bombs."”

Near Seng Phan.

T'rees fall with a crash

The glass trewmbles on the table

Fuew the flame of the lamp shivers.

Dembs voar Like wild Deasts.

At Seng Phan.

The tunes of a guitar in the cavity of a rock.
The stones that burst under 0wy sines,

The long hiss of the hubble-lulbble,

The rumbie of an engine on e voad

Drown the voar of bowbs...

{Seng 1'han, Dec. 1968)

My wound is Llight, yet thev sewd me fo hospital.
The truck wails for ifs load, the vngine gels tmpatient.
Nostalgia  for the friendly moon, when Ilving face
upward,
Nesialgia for the jerry, when lyiny on my side,

Evhausted [ sit np, nostalgia for the hillside voad.

{Nostalgia 1960)

T a loreign poet who usked about his age, a
young AL\ gunner replied, intermingling his own
life with that of his country: “°1 am y,000 times
twenly veatrs okl

For his part, Duat has replied by writing * Pres-

ent Work ' which dascribes hosw A General His-
tory of Viet Nam "’ was written,

1

Oty ** General Historv'' is [inished,

[ts last page written in a sheller,

The manuscripts are back from So-tan, (1)
Piled wp on pedicabs
Which bump across an A4, ground.

While watching the luggage,

The man who makes history - the combatant—

Opens his ears to the preseat and smiles to
the past
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with a score of chapters on the Troong Son {the
Indochinese Cerdillera) — Caik rung khows dan
{The Uninhabited Forest) (2).

“ For more than ten years past, thousands of com-
batants have crossed the immensc Truong Son
Range to join the frontline. It is crisscrossed by
thoosands of kilometres of roads. Never before have
U seen or heard of such a gigantic communications
network. Four million tons of bombs have fallen
kere, nearly one-third of the hardware dumped by
the Americans on the whole ¢f Indochina. But the
networlk has been maintained, and has even been
staked out with new solid and comiortable relay
stations... That is why, one evening, in the forest
still disturbed by enemy reconnaissance flights ane
shuken by a strong wind, I decided to write Cank
rung LMhong dan..."’

NGUYEN VINH

(1) Evasuation pluce during the US air war.
(2} Main works by Pham Tien Duat ;
First Collection (1970) — Vang trang, quang lua
(Blazing Moonshine),
Second  Collection (1g70) — Mot chang duong
(A Stage of the Journey).
Thivd Collcction (in the press) — Duong  dai
tren ban dao (Ihe Long Road on the
Pepinsula).

| At present, Duat is preparing a long collection
|
|
|

The Two Slopes of
Truong Son

Together, they hang wup their hammocks
A whole joresi separales them
The rood to the fromt is radiant in this season

The Eastern slope wmisses the other one,

One cordillera, but the clonds lave two colours
Here warm  sunshine, there, cold and rain
Like ws, like the North and the South,
And the East and the West, the forest is one.

I think

It rains on the vice route

The mosquitoes are ferocious, pull down vour
sleeves

Finish the vegetables, do you like bamboo shoots 7

of you
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You know, lieve il is winter

Streaws run dry, butlerflics dizzily {urn around
YOChS
My heart beats for the South

And you've defending our road.
I get onto the cabin, a downpour ;
The windscreen wiper dissipates v Homesickness

Youw go down to the valley, the sun is now
blazing

Let the boughs drive away your sadness.

Last fo the West letters do nal gel
through

Irom the

But weapons and rice do.
In the Ea<t your blowse is green

So 45 my wniform here.

You are coning to me
The endless  files of [front-bound soldiers
Link up the two sides of the Truomg Son

As love links the enaless chats of lovers.

PHAM TIEN DUAT
1970

Blazing Moonshine

The lop of the hill Dlazes

And glows with a dancing halo

Then,
The wmoon rises.
The trees mingle dn the five of lightning.

A group of soldiers sil wear a post

One of them sings — He raises his voice :
In a shelter a ypivl Hstens to him,

In the tive of lightning -
The convoys quicken itheir vhyvthm

At the top of the hill, the wmoon

Seems Lo Dlaze.

Calm,
Theiv  somgs mingle with the smell of powder
On thetr stained Diouses

Lhe steel pellets  patter like vain.

The voad is Dbuszing down to the horizon
Lor the North and the South a sole heart throbs

Beyoud ihe blage, vises a single crescent,

PHAM TIEN DUAT

VIET NAM COURIER



A Model

HEN the Leatherncck Divi-
w sion built its defence line
netth of Highway < Cua

Viet port became s supply base.
The port was defended by the
MeNamara clectronic barrier run-
ning from east to west and pass-

ing through Gio Hai, a village
under * pacification opposite
Cua Viet.

(e day, on an outboard moetor-
boat plying from Dong Ha 1o Caa
Viet, a noticed
amonyg the fish dealers returning
He was about 30,
tall qunburnt, wearing &
white blue
and looked like a mechanic with,
at the
about him which gave him

stranger  was
from marketl.
and
LLIMSCTS,

shirt and

time. sowmcthing
the
offi-
cial. In a journey acquaintance
can casily be made and the trav-
ellers came to know that the
man was Vy, a draftee just de-
mobbed, returning to
former teaching profession.

RALNE

appearance of a provincial

now his

N© 24 — May 1974

Following the avticle  lioir a Psywar dgent Is Licked info
Shape ' carried in the Viet Nam Courier of January a4 we

publish below some stories
Ariney) corves pradent, 01

~Nhan Dan (People's

gleaned by Do Than, C(uan Doi
the tricks used

by the US-Saigon psywar propaganda machine in Quang Tri
when that province was still under the Saigon control.

Teacher

< [ like the quiet country Yife,
the man said.

Ihe local inhabitunts were over
joyed 1o sce him as cver since
they had been concentrated in
Tam Nuan camp, their children
hid been teft without cducation.
After producing his papers to the
rural police chief, Vy found ac-
contmodations at Reverend Diep’ss
and ot once visited all the {ami-
lies with children of school age.
1t took him only fo days to knew
nearly all the names of the kid-

dies al An Trung and Giem Fla
Thuong hamlets. He puilt the
wchool with his own money and

even aceepted bhoarders,

Once, when arguing with Father
Diep, he “You're Dbetter
acquainted than 1 with the spiri-

satd,

tual life of our people, but, SOTTY.
{ know worldly things better than
vonl- 1'm a teacher and '1E ook
any child, be he the ofl-
spring of a * Viet Cong’ ov a * gov-

after

ecroment ’ citizen.”

Then he moved 1o the family
He
spendd the nights in one pupil’s

of ane of his pupils. would
house after another coaching them
and was hell in esteem bY the
population. Even the local anthor-
for that

young teacher who lad such wide

itics had a high regard

knowledge and 0 mMany acquain-
rances and even dared to speak
rudely  about the district chiel.

Then Tumours were spread by
the children that teacher Vy was
4 boxer
power of being unhurt by slash-

ings. He was also said =o have

and  had  the magical

the power of becoming invisible.
OUnee, ne challenged the troops of
Sergeant Kiea G, that il they
could injnre him inoan ambush,
he would give them a pig to eat.
Six platoons waylaid him but
conld not prevent him from enter-
ing Lhe district office unnoticed.
After that he was held in awe by
Kieu $Sa, & man for
cruelties,

At that time, the PLALF team

in charge of destroying the cnemy

kuowi his
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ships at Cua Viet wag meeting
with great difficultios. 1t could
not get in touch with our men who
were hidden. Tts field of operation
was nined and the section of
road it used to cross was guarded
by American tanks. Dayv  and
night, an enemy scout battalion
and two companies of the riverine
task force visited the localities
suspected of having underground
hiding-places. The rucal cadres
were closely watched. When the
Party secretary went to the dis-
trict town for g meeting a ru-
mour was spread about that he
had surrendercd to the Saigon |
" government ' with an AK, thus
TECCIVING A prize of 100.000 pias-
tres.

Teacher Vy went on with his
business in the day time and at
night he visited the families of
his pupils He once sued the tax
collectors before the provingcial
court for bribery and they had to
pay rcparations for that. Vy's
prestige wus growing'day by day.
The children went to his schoot
in greater and greater numbers.
Oniy when Chai, a * stay-behind™’
SPY, was arrested was Vy’s iden-
tity revealed,

Une day, an NFL, scout going
to prepare the battlefield was seri-
ously injured by a mine. [le took
refuge in Chai’s house to dress his
wound. Ay the NFL man was
bandaging his injured leg, Chai
snatched his AK and urged him
to surrender,

“"How can you go awiuy ta night ¢
There is nobody left  in  the
revolutionary base here adter the
surrender of the Party secretary,”’
Chai said, * You should look
which way the wind is blowing
before you hoist sail.”’

“How can I go out as my leg
is aching terribly ? ** the patriotic
fighter said. “ If you want to heip
me, give me a walking-stick.”

As Chai wus coming near, the
scout took oul a hand grenade,
shonting “ Stand still or you’ll
get killed. Give me back my
fire-arm |
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Later,with the help of a patriotic-
minded soldier in the Saigon army,
the underground guerilla organi-
zation captured Chai and took
him to the liberated arcas togeth-
er with the wounded armyman.

Chat declared he was a Spy un-
der the command of Lieutenant
Vinh, known as teacher Vy.

Vinh was an intelligence officer
trained in the US and paid by the
Americans., He had learnt many
trades which allowed him to car-
rv out his job under difierent sov-
ers. His mission was to investi-

Rivi

10 HAT has a good Party cell,

The woman Party members

are mostly unmarried, but

one Party activist, N.,was a young
widow, She was tlie scout of the
local guerilla unit and membor of
the soldier-persuasion committee,
After receiving orders from his
superiors, Ho Tuan, the humlet
police chief, sccretly  followed
N.'s uactivities and gathered all
information about her in a special
file. Then he sent = woman to
show N. the document. Ny fac.

went white, as all the infor-
mation gleaned about her was
accurate,

“Mr Tuan asked me to show
you this recor| confidentially,”
the woman said. “ He has much
sympathy for you, a widow with
small children, and as your rela-
tive, he winks at what you are
doing. Be cautious not to let the
district and provincial anthorities
know this or vou’ll eourt a lot of
trouble.’’

A few days later, o large-scalc
purge took place at (iio Hai.
Those arrested werc put to the
rack. N. and the other women un-
derwent only a short Interroga-
tion. After this, N. was left {rec
to go home. But she was on tenter-
hooks as she was at a loss to
know the real intention of the
enemy !

gate the activities of the ship-
hunting team at Cua Viet. The
information supplied by his spies.
by the parents’ association and
by the Gio Hai police made it
possible for him to find cut the
methods used by that team. Vinh
skilfully hid under a well-camou-
flaged eloak of his supposed super-
batural powers which, given wide
publicity by his pupils, would
deter any onc who wanted to
follow his activities.

After his arrest, Vinh made a
clean breast of his acts.

sion

On N's hosband's death anni-
versary, Ho Tuan came with a
pig’s head and a bottle of wine,
saying, “ 1 saw you buy votive
papers at Cau market and remem-
bered at once that today is your
husband's death anniversary. You
were only recently married into
our family and do net know that
he und I are relatives.””

N. didn’t know whether to be-
lieve him or not. But living in
another hamlet, she had not yvet
got to know all the members of her
hasband’s {amily when he had
suddenly cdied, leaving her with
two small children. So she apolo-
gized to Tuan: “ I'm too clumsy
In my relations with the family,
Excuse me, Mr Police Chicf! ™

Tuan strokedd the hair of the
two children and said to them,
“You sce, your mother is so
clumsy that  just recently she
went as far as Nhi Ha post to
establish a Viet Cong'base there "

N. hemmed and hawed ; “ [ went
Lthere to ask for some empty shell
boxes to store rice, and know
nothing about the post, Mr Police
Chief!

“ Oh, 1 know. The boxes are
to contain rice for you and shells
for the guerillas ; vou kill two
birds with one stone. You women
are so clever! But never mind!
Why do you call me *Mr Police
Chief "2 1 am a policeman at my
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office, but here family hierarchy
is 10 be observed. In the [amily
rank above me. Today is
veur husband's death anniversa-
Iy, s0 don’t Iet's talk business.
Accepl these presents of mine for
the worship of his soul. "’

you

N. asked Tuan to stay for din-
ner, but he refused, promising a
further visit. The news that the
police chicf had brought in o pig’s
head and a bottle of rice wine te
commemorate the deccase of N.s
Lusband rapidly spread all over
the village.

Another day, Ho Tuan rode on
his Honda to Cau market and
bought 5 kilograms of chicken
and two litres of ablcohol, then
he went with two other poticemen
to see N., telling her: 1’ ve to
entertain some  iriends from the
district, but my wife is away, Vis-
iting her parents ; be kind cnough
to prepare the meal fev me v

N. was forced Lo do the cook-
ing, During the ineal, Tuan said
appreciatively : * Why is your
boiled chicken so tenderly cuoked
while that prepared by my wite
is as hard as wood ? That is why
she gives me only danghters. How
unfortunate we arc!’’

Trom the back room, N, replied:
< Oh, your wifc is a very clever

y i

woman .

“ Clever or not, what 1 want
is a boy. Can you {ind me a good
woman to marry ?7

After the meal, the Lipsy police-
men stayed for the night in her
house. The {ollowing morning the
Mai Xa inhabitants going to mar-
ket spread the news that N. had
entertained the policemen to din-
ner. Very unhappy, she had no
other way to clear herseli than to
work, and work harder. Never-
theless, as her house was {requent-
ed by policemen, she was refused
participation in all revolutionary
tasks,

On another occasion, N.
summoned to the rural police
station and could not go to
market, which intrigned the
villagers. In the alternoon her

was
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father-in-law
tortured.

arrested and
During the whole
interrogation, he was asked only
one cuestion: © Why didn’t you
report to the government that
your daughter-in-law works [or
the Viet Cong?”

was

As he denicd knowing anything
about N.'s activities,the policeman
plucked his goatee. The next day
he wus released, in agonizing
pain, ™. was unable to vindicate
herselfl in this affuir.

One evening, the same woman

sent some time ago by Tuean
visited her again and said: = The
Party suspects you and will not
give you any work. Under these
circumstances, even though you
are not doing anything wrong,
you are regarded as a counter-
revolutionary and you have lost

the Party’s confidence.”

N, wept. How could  she
herself from such &
situation, when even her friends
and relatives no longer trusted

her !

cextricate

it would have been better for
her, she thought to be incarcerat-
ed and put to torture rather than
live such a lonely life facing the
scorn of the population. She could
bear physical torture but
these mental sufferings.

not

At that time, she was {requently

visitedl by Ho Tuan who brought
her now a gift, now some money
to buy something for him, without
cver accepting back the chaunge.

One day, Ho Tuan came in ind
funeral mood. He said ihat his
wife was Dbchaving badly with
him. He wanted N. to intervene
so thut he could marry (., &
voung Party member whom he
was trying to *meutralize.”” N.
refused. e used every means to
bring pressure to bear on . who
linally was forced Lo marry him.
tHie then spread the rumour that
N. had arranged the match. Like
wild fire the gossip spread around
that N. was the go-between in
this ' love alfair*’ between C, and
the police chicf. All the other
humlets began to look
the Mal Xa women.

down on

After that marriage, district
police chief Thang gave Ho Tuan
w zo,ouo-piastre rTeward. At a
banquet given on this occasion he
said to understrappers in his
gservice: **You All the
obduracy of the Mai Xa people
can't match the tricks of a good
card-player! To the
Communists at grassroots levels
it 1is enough to strike at
them. The more we use force
against them, the more they
become obdurate. We must use
tricks, like a card-player.”

sec !

wipe out

not

The Temptation of Gain

URING  the resistance war
D against the Irench, H.I.
was a cadre of a district in

the coastal plain of Quang Tri
province. After the signing of the
Geneva  Agreement  (1954) he
went back to his teaching work
and was arrested in 1959 At
that time his fellow-prisoners in
Quang Tri jail frequently saw
him pacing the yard, clad in
white pyjamus. Released four
vears later he returned to his
hamlet, but gave up teaching.
What could he teach the youth
when he was unable to find his
own way in this chaotic socicty ¢

Men of his age who, like him,
hadd worked for the revolution
had been cither killed, jailed,
or were serving a ~life sentence
at Poulo Condore. His former
pupils were now divided into two
opposite fronts: some served in
the liberation army or adminis-
tration, the others were Dbeing
trained in the [US-Saigon] cadets’
schools at Thu Duc and Dalat.

To scrve the revelution was
something he dreaded as he could

not bear the refined torture he
had suffered in jail. To follow the
enemy was also impossible for
him as he could not kill people
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to get rich- He made an effort
to teach himself English with o
view to getting a tochnical edu-
cation later: at that time there
were plenty of agricultural ma-
chines in the hamlet and very
few” technicians. Owners of ma-
chines frequently  asked him
about their use, as a primary
school teacher was regarded as
aman of broad knowledge. So
that he could solve the problems
of those who were using machines
he applied to the rural authori-
ties for anthorization to atiend a
free course on the bandling of
machines opened by the district

Buddhists  Association. Agree-
ment  was immediately given-

After the training, he was made
mechanic of the hamlet. A few
months later he managed to buy
4 pump, and when he had saved
enough money, he bought a small
motor-vehicle  with  which  he
Lransported sea fish and shrimps
from the sew coast to the districl
market and brought vegetables,
bread-fruit, pepper and thread
back to the seaside. At harvest
titne, he would unse his machine
to tramsport rice and at trans-
planting time, to work his pump,
By the year’s end, he had bought
a tractor,

“You look very voung, Mr
H.P.t"" the women told him. In
fact, his eyes had brightened
now he had found the means tg
build his fortune. At the end of
the  year he married a young
woman, widow of a licutenant
fof the Saigon Armyl  killed
in battle. He now had separate
establishments, one managed by
his legitimate wife, and compris-
ing a husking mill, two small
motor vehicles, two zo HP trac-
tors and a  pump. His concubine
ran the other one with 4 shop, a
power generator, a filting-station
and a television sct.

Every afterncon H.1'.  wonld
rest om a soft couch to elljoy the
wind blowing from the river and
listen quietly to the light music
and  songs  broadeast by his
transistor. ** The revolution wili
trinwnph in the end, but this day
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is still far away. I am only keep.
ing alool from it for a time and
bam not forsaking it. " This is
the way he reasoned, anmd so he
winked at the crimes committed
by the rural puppet authorities
against the inhabitants.

He was just the type of man
required by the US  Vietnami-
zation *’ policy.

In his hamlet, the * to hop *’
{labour teams) had replaced the
“lien gia”" (family groupings) in
supplying infcrmation to the rural
police. The new organization
received, {ree of charge, from the
“Rural Construction " Ministry
the ** Huong Oue, ” beauntifully
printed review which ealt only
with such themes as how to get
rich and enjoy a quiet life ;
sometimes it carried illustrated
stories such as * How Nam Wipes
out the Communists, ** or editor-
lals extolling the peaceful life
at An Giang (Nam Buo)

With his stock of machines,
new rice strains, and capital
loancd by Agricultural Bank,

H.P. had become 1 country capi-
talist, having at his disposal
means of production, capital and
technique. He was sole agent for
varions agricaltural ehgineering
firms. The new mode of working
bred a new mode of living which
changed his thinking. In 1970 he

wis appointed chairman of the
Peasants' Association. Position

give him privileges and obliga-
tions to the * government, *’ In
his capacity as sole agent for
the oil companies and motor-car
spare part manufu.cturc-rs, he was
able to sell more to this one and
less or nothing to that onc, His
duty was to Teport the situation
of the “to hop” to the rural

police, He had become, at the
same {ine, an in\-'c-stigatinn cadre
ot the  pacification " brigade,
and, in this job, he gave some
very eflective assistance to the
administrative machine in  their
cfforts to lull the people  with
fortunc-naking projects. He called

the guerillas captured by the
enemy ' adventurers ”’ and con-

sidered the acts of the revolu-
tiorary stalwarts as ¢ wishfal
thinking and untimely. " He
dreaded to think of the eventual
loss of his fortane. His ECOnomtic
interests, his mode of living as a
niaster, and his ““capitalistic ”’
views tied him, an “upstart !
Tural teacher, to the neo-colon-
ialist apparatus.

In March 1472, the strategic
offensive hit him like a bolt from
the blue. In  April 1972, the
hostilities spread to his native
place. On National Road N, the
puppet  troops, throwing away
their weapons, ran for dear life
southwards. The rural anthorities
deserted their posts. H.I. made
the decision to stay put. [n the
tirst days, he looked shyly at the
young Liberation soldiers passing
through his  hamlet and the
NFL lunks with NFL flags
rumbling across the ficlds in
ot pursnit of the Saigon pup-
pet soldiers, H.P. opened his
eyes as after a dream. He could
not  believe that in these few
years, while he was engrossed in
Luilding his {ortune, the revolu-
tion had grown up so swiftly.

Only now, after the libera-
tion of his native fand, did he
rcalize that the afflueyce of a few
people in his hamlet had been
only a decoy put ont to tempi the
people to accept US domination.

Two Consciences

HAN QUYET and Phan Thang
were the sons of Phan Nay,

a member of the regional
armed forces in the first war of
resistance. He died in Mareh
1954 when Quyet was 18 mouths
old, and Thang was born only 2

months later. After the restora-
tion of peace, Nay's wife, who
was then 22 years old, carrying
her children and u bali of rice,
padded from Trien Phong  to
Cam Lo to visit her husband’s
tomb. The Jocud inhabitants
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greeted her like a member of
‘heir families returning from a
distant place.

They told her of the heroism
of her husband when he was fight-
ing as a guerilla to defend the
Cua region. They regretted that
Nay was no longer alive to meet
his wife and children, and think-
ing of him, they shed hitter

tears.
Before the lombstone of her
husband, the widow prayedn

« Pless me so that 1 may have
a good health to bring up our
children and make good men nf

"

them

The Cam Lo inhabitants wanted
to keep her with them but she
conld not accept. ** Thank you {or
your affection,’” she said, buat
I stil} have Nay's mother 10 look

after. She is very weak.”

What she did not tell them was
that she was a secret guerilla at
V. H. hamlet,

« Anyhow if yon are in ditficul-
with
children,” they said. “Nay was
a son of this village.”

ties there, come here your

Qome time later, the © outlawing
of Communists ' by the Saigon
regime caused great unrest in the
countryside. V.H. hamlet
rated by the Quang Tripolice as
roa%, Communist. Nay and her
children were classified in  Cate-

was

gory (4’ (most damgerous Viet
Cong). She had to leave her
house where she had lived a

short time with her husband, and
go to the Cua Viet concentration
camp.

« To make men of the children’”
was the aim of her life. She stoi-
cally endured the tortures meted
ont to her during the purge and
the " denounce Communists '’
meetings. She  swallowed  the
insults and tried to listen calmly
to the impudent foolish
speeches of the ruffians. The in-
habitants secret!y helped her and
her children, so that they might
stand that hard trial. Her son
QOuyet walked his first steps while:

and
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« denounce
Communists’’ sessions. His brother

she was attending

Thang was born in a torture
chamber @ his umbilical cord
hacd not been cut when his

mother was put inte Quang Tri
prison. During the two years and
{four months in  jail,
many of her husband’s friends
and relatives, who had goided her
husband and herself to the right
path. 1t was in prison that she
came to know more abont the
revelution, and she was now more
confident than ever that she could
brave the storm and continue to
bring up her children.

she met

« Whose sons are you, Quyet
and Thang ?” she taught her chil-
dren during her long spell in jails

“ Nay !

“ Who was he "'

“ An armyman,
“ Where is he ¢”

« Iy his grave, he was killed

by the French.”

« What will yon do when grown
up?”’

« We’ll till our land to provide
for you, mum !

After her release, Nay returned
to V.M. village now regarded as
 pacified " and lived in her for-
mer house. But in fact she and
her co-villagers had left
concentration camp only to live
in another — camouflaged as a
village.

one

Quyet was an intelligent boy ;
he was fond of study and quick
of understanding. While the other
kids still regarded the Vet
Cong "’ with a tail and
long canine teeth, he already
knew wha they were, The two
boys quiet hie
with their loving mother when
the hamiet was *“ brought under
organization.”

as men

were living «

The police chief gave the fol

lowing explanation : ' The coun-

tryside is the mainstay of the
nation. The people are
daty  bound  to observe the

law which stipulates that every
citizen from 7 upwards, be he
boy or girl, should join the po-
pular organization of voluntary
children. ™

Nay was most anxious, not
knowing whether she could resist
that police order, whether her
children would  continue  to
remember who their {ather was
and whether they still had some
recollection of the (uang Tri
prison. She {followed  Quvet’s

movements very closely.

But that active j-year-old boy
little by little slipped out of his
mother's hands. One day Quyet
returned  from  school  with a
Salem cigarette dangling irom
his lips. Nay snatched the ciga-
rette from his mouth., He did
not cry but took another cigar-
ette from his pocket and grin-
ned, while she burst into sobs.

The following year, when she
went to Cam Lo to visit her hus-
band’s pgrave, committed
Thang to the custody of a woman
in the locality who had a son in
the guerilla unit. As his elder
brother was lost, this Loy must
be saved, she thought.

she

Quyet kept company with the
children of well-to-do {amilies in
the village. At 73, he liked Lo see
mades. At 14, he gave up school-
ing and worked as massear for
the Gls at Al Tu. With the money
ecarned he bought a transistor
and a Seiko wrist-watch. A few
years later, he joined the para-
troops to revenge himsell on a
{riend, a policemzm's somn, who
had seduced his sweethecart, a
whore. Seeing her son in a spotted
fatigne, sister Nay simply wept
and wept.

In the
Spring 1972, Quyet was grievous-
Iy wounded and could not ran
away with his unit, One month
later, in a grimy uniform, with
tousled hair as thin as a lath, he
retorned to his village. Nay urged
him to report to the village com-
mittee. He was given a liaison

popular  offensive  in

(Continued on page 29)
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US Economic Aid:
Whom Does It Benifit?

EFull text of testimony of [Yiane M. Jeues on bekhalf of
the Friends Commitiee on National Legislation before the Sein-
ate Appropriations Subcomnnitice on  Forcien Operations on
South Viet Naw: cconomic aid —~ Maich 2%, 1974

Y name is Diane M. Jones.

I am testifving teday on
behall of the IFriends Com-
mittee on National T.egizlation,
whose policies  are made by
Triends appointed from twenty-
two Friends ' Yearly Mectings
and ten other Iriends’ organi-
zations, but which does not pur-
port to speak for all Lriends.

I wish to thank the Subcum-
mitice for this opportunity to
share my experiences and views
as you consider the Administra-
tion’s request for supplemental
funds of 54 million dollars for
economic aid to South Viet Nam
tor fiscal year 197.

Along with my husband, M-
chael Jones, I have spent two and
a half years in South Viét Nam,
serving as Saigon representative
for the American Triends Service
Committee, associated with the
Ouaker rehabilitution project in
Cuang Ngai, in central Viet Nam.
We have livel in Viet Nam  for
two pericds: first, {rom Angusy
1970 through October 1972z and
more recently from October tg73
until early Febraary 1g74. While
in Viet Nam | learned to spenk
Vietnamese, which { believe help-
ed me immensely in understand-
ing the people and the extremely
complex situation there.

As w resalt of my experiences
in VietNam, in particular my 1most
recent post-* ceasefire "' exper-
ience, | wish to testify to this
committee against an increase or
even u continued high level of
American economic aid to the
Saigon government.

The principle of substantial
economic aid for Scuth Viet Nam
is supported by many well-inten-
tioned Americans us n way of
helping to repair a society which
has sutfered the ravages ol twenty-
five years of bloody warfare,
However, my own ohservations
and my conversations with Viet-
namese people during my recent
visit have led me to conclude
that, lor the most part, Ameri-
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can wid is not humanitarian, that
it dues not reach the people, and
farthermore that no cconomic aid
administered solely through the
government in Salgon can have
the effect of healing the wounds
of war in Viet Nam.

Today I will limit my remarks
solely tu the largest portion of
aid that USAID lebels as strictly
Y hamanitavian, ' namely, aid (o
refugees. 1 will attempt to relate
o the subcommittec only my
direct personal  experiences  in
this regard.

The Amertcan-supported prog-
ramn for refugecs in Soonth Viel
Nam now has basically twao major
components, both aimed at re-
moving refugees from refugeo
camps (1) : moving them back to
their  home  areas, under the
“ Return 1o Village '’ program,
and {2) moving them to new
arcas under the ¢« Resettlement
program. Last December and
Jamuary b owas  oable lo visit
a number of both  Retarn  to
Village " and  * Resettlement '
sites in 4 numbet of provinces.

‘“ Return to Village '’

The conditions I found in the
Return to Village camps [ visit-
el were appalling. In the first
place, despite the name, these
camps looked nothing like villa-
ges, but litke concentration camps,
some of them totally surroumnded
by barbed wire or bamboo stale
fences, with tall military watch-
towers on  the perimeters. In
camps in Quang Tri, (uang Nani,
and Ouang Ngai provinces, |
learned that people were not
wllowed beyond the camp bounda-
ries, except during certain hours
of the day, for example, between
7 a&-m.and 5 p.m, The inhabitants
of these camps had to register
with camp officials when they
left and when they returned,

I'n Xuyen IPhuoc camp in Quang
Nam provinee, 1 tulked extensive-
Iy with o government official,
who told me his job was politi-

cal control of the populaticn.
This official was a member of
the ** Rural Development * Corps,
which is also ar American-funded
and-advised program. e showed
me stucks of pictures, one picture
of each family in the camp,
posing in {front of an anti-com-
munist slogun and o portrait ol
President Thien. He said that he
had 1o check duiiv cach family
against their family portrait to
sce if anyone had entered or left
the camp without registering with
the ecamp officials. e told nwe
that uny resident wha desired 10
inove away from the camp must
have written permission from the
camp authorities and must report
again to the Iocal police upon
reaching his or her destination,
If anyone  disappearsd  without
asking permission, he said, the
person’s lamily couid be arrested.

The potiticat control in the
Return to Village camps [ vigited
has w strong impact on living
standards.  DBecause  inhabitants
were allowed outside the camp
only between fixed hours of the
day, because in some cascs they
had to walk a long way to reach
their farm land, or in other cases
had no farm Jand available to
them,  they counld not support
themselves  adequately. For
example, at Cam Thanh Return
to Village camp in Ouang Nam
province, villagers told me that
they could not grow anything
because all of their farm lund
was  on the other side of the
*tceasefire ' line, and that the Sai-
son government troops gnarding
the camp wouald not allow them
to go back and farm their land,
even during the daytime, At the
time | visited, people in that camp
were eating chopped banana tree
stalk and were fearful of starva-
tion in the coming weeks. We
interviewe! the village chief of
that camp and he acknowledged
that the camp residents all wish-
ed to go back to their ortginal
farm land, but * They cannot,’
he told us, “ becluse the commu-
nists are out there.” We askel
him why the villagers were
brought to such a miserable camp
in the first place. His straight-
forward answer surprised me:
‘“ The reasons for sctting up this
camp were more strategic than
humanitarian,” he said.

“Strategic”’ seemed to me a very
apt description for the * Return
lo Village " campsites I saw. A
close friend of mine described,
to me w ¢ Return to Village ™
camp on the Batagnan penin-
sula in  Quang Ngai province
where his elderly parents now
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Wwe. When Whe Parns  Peace g
Aprcement wins signed, his parents
were living in their home village
area, wWhilch wos at the Yime [UERTATS 4
the comtrol ol the Yrovisional

Revolutionary Government. Two
months later Saigon government
troops shelled the area, moved in,
rounded up the people into a
barbed-wire enclosure, and called
it a * Reiarn to Village "' camp.
A Saigon government cutpost was
established concurrently with the
camp.

The Resettiement Program

The second thrust of the U.S.-
aided Saigon government program
to deal with tefugees is the *“ Re-
settlement ° program. Refugees
from areas which are coniested
or controlled by the Provisional
Revolutionary (Government are
being encouraged by the Saigon

government to resettle in new
areas, in camps or new villages
which are controlled by Saigon.
Under this program large nam-
bers of refugecs ave fow being
moved from central Vietnum to
provinces in the Soath, including

Binh Tuy and TLong Khanh.
(Grovernmental promises to the
new settlers are many but they

often fall short of {uliillment. We
met settlers in Binh Tuy prov-
ince who had been waiting seven
months for the government to
dig the wells it had promised to
dig and clear the farmland it had
promised to clear. We met women
settlers in Dong Den camp, also
in Binh Tuy, who, despite govern-
ment promises, had had to clear
by hand the plots of land for
their own houses. Like the govern-
ment's representative at the camp,
they had no idea when thewr
futare farm land would be cleared
out of the thick jungle.

Stories of large-scale corraption
in the system are widespread and
believable when onc sees the
conditions in those camps and
talks with the inhabitants. The
American adviser in HBinh Tuy,
whose main duty was to advise
the resettlement program, told
me, for example, that corruption
was onc reason why land was not
being cleared for the settlers. He
saicd  the Saigon Resettlement
office was paying out II10 thous-
and piastres per hectare Lo
VECCO Corporation,a U.S A LD.-
supported organization, for clear-
ing. They were then subcontract-
ing the job to somcone else, who
was in turn subcoutracting the
job again, When the contract got
down to the actuzt people who
were clearing the land, there was

(Continud on paje 30)

Nt 23 — May 1974

THE NEW

(Continued from page y)

So far, a number of us have
not paid enough attention to the
study of the problem of the fami-
ly. That’s why they do not clearly
realize the nature of the relations
between the family and society,
the position and function of the
family under the socialist regime.
Some comrades think that a revo-
igtionary shouid not speak of the
family, because to speak of the
family is to speak of individual
interests, of personal affairs which
are not in agreement with collec-
tive morality,

This is not so. A revoelutionary
does not understimate the family-
He is not a “no family "’ man
as the anti-Communists used to
allege. On the contrary, a patriot,
a person who cherishes the high
ideolugy of socialism, a  fighter
whoe lervently  struggles for the
happiness of the people cannot
bat pay yreat attention to  the
family. With regard to this ques-
tion, our basic point of view is:
the interests and happiness of the
family is bound up with the
interests and happiness of society.
And the happiness of a society is
manifested through the happiness
of cach of its members, of ecach
family.

In fact, there can be no family
happiness, if there is still class
exploitation if the people are
still suffering and  the whole
society is not cnjoying happiness.
I"or ihis reason, in their resolute
struggle to liberate the nation,
iiberate the class, the revolu-
tionary and the patiotic citizen
know how to put the commnmon
interests before and above all;
for the common interest, they are
ready to sacrifice all private
interests. And what is the whole
significance of this struggle full
of sacrifices ? It aims at realizing
a free and happy society  free
[com want and care, Once the
socicty is happy, naturally the
family is happy, too.

The socialist revoluticn brings
happiness to all families. With
the successful building of social-
ism, the material and moral life
of the family is secured and
improved with every passing day.
On the other hand, a well-organ-
ized, cheerful and happy family
life is a very important condition
for the working people so that
they may devote themselves with
enthusiasm to the service of soci-

WOMEN --.

ety. To have a good organization
of family life in conformity with
the norms of the new life is an
important condition of the build-
ing of a new socicty, to sccure
the progress of society in the
ficlds of cconomy, culture and
morality. President Ho Chi Minh
once said: It is right to pay
great attention to the family,
buecause many families added
together make up a society; a
goud society ensures good fami-
lics, and good families cnsnre a
good society.’’

Through unceasing development
of production to satisfy the ever
growing material and cultural
needs of the people, that is the
requirement of the basic econom-
ic law of socialism. ln many
cases, these needs are met on the
basis of the family unit. That is
why the Party, Government, and
mass orgunizations must care [or
the life of ecach lfamily in all
aspecets @ clothing, Tood, housing,
the bringing up and education of
the children. When we solve the
problems relating to the people’s
life, we must pay attention to the
family unit with its diversified
needs. We must strive to serve
family lile well to create the best
conditions for family activities.
What is to be done for a family,
for the needs of a {family’s life?
‘I'his question cannot be avoided
when studying questions of econo-
my, production and living condi-
tions. It must be browght up in
co-operatives, at district and pro-
vincial levels, and in the State
plan in general, Only when we
have a deep sense of serving the
people and know very well each
family’s living conditions, its food
and lodging, etc., can we correct-
ly answer the questions © What
should be done for a family?”
« What should be done to serve
the people better?” ‘The whole
socicty takes care of ench family
and builds it into a happy, well-
ofl family so that it can contrib-
ute more to building a new
society. Everyone must care for
the life and happiness of the
family, not in a selfish, narrow-
minded way, but with a sense of
being collective master of society-
Not only we must take care of
our own family but we must also
pay concern to all other families
in~ society., Efforts should be
exerted to organize family life
rationaly and in accordance with
the general situation of the
Ccountry soas to create conditions
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live. When the Paris Peace g
Agreement wis signed, his parents
were living 1n their home village
area, which was at the time uinler
the coutrol of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government., Two
months later Saigon government
troops shelled the arca, moved in,
rounderl up the pcople into o
barbed-wire enclosare, and called
it a ¢ Return Lo Village ™' campr
A Saigon government outpost was
established concurrently with the
camy.

The Resettlement Program

The secomnd thrust of the U.S.-
aided Saigon government program
to deal with relugees is the © Re-
settlement ”  program. Refugees
from areas which are contested
or controiled by the Provisionul
Revolutionary Government —are
being encouraged by the Saigon
government to rescettle in new
areas, in camps or new villages
which are controlledd by Saigon.
UUnder this progran: large nun-
bers of refugees are now being
moved from central Viectnam to
provinces in the Soath, including

Binh Tuy and Long Khanh.
Governmental  promises to the
new settlers are many but they

often fall short of fuliibiment. We
met settlers in Binh Tuy prov-
ince who had been waiting seven
months for the government to
dig the wells it had promised to
dig and clear the farmland it had
promised to clear. We met women
settlers in Dong Den camp, also
in Binh Tuy, who, despite govern-
ment promises, had had to clear
by hand the plots of Tand for
their own houses. Like the govern-
ment’s representative al the camp,
they had no idea when their
future farm land would be cleared
out of the thick jungle.

Stories of large-scale corruption
in the systemn are widespread and
believable when one sces the
conditions in thosc camps and
talks with the inhubitants. The
American adviser in Binh Tuy,
whose main duty was to advise
the resettlement program, told
me, for example, that corruzption
was onc reason why land was not
being cleared for the settlers, He
said the Saigon Rescttlement
olfice was paying out 11o thous-
and piastres per lhectare  to
VECCO Corporation,a U5 A 1.D.-
supported organization, for clear-
ing. They were then subcontract-
ing the job to scincone else, who
wag in turn subcontracting the
job again. When the contract got
down to the actual peopie who
were clearing the land, there was

(Continmed on pase 30)
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(Cuntinued from page y)

So far, a number of us have
not paid enough attention to the
study of the problem of the fami-
ly. That’s why they do not clearly
realize the nature of the relations
between the family and society,
the position and [unction of the
family under the socialist regime.
Some comraces think that a revo-
lutionary should not speak of the
family, because to speak of the
family is to speak of individual
interests, of personal affairs which
are not in agreement with collec-
tive morality.

This is not so. A revolutionary
docs not understimate the family.
He is not a “no family "' man
as the anti-Communists used to
allege. On the contrary, a patriot,
a person who cherishes the high
ideology of socialism, a fighter
whe fervently struggles for the
happiness of the people cannot
bul pay great attention to the
family. With regard to this quoes-
tion, our basic point of view is:
the interests and happiness of the
family is bound up with the
interests and happiness of society,
And the happiness of a society is
manifested through the happiness
of cach of its members, of ecach
family.

In fact, there can be no family
happiness, if there is still class
exploitation i the people are
still suffering and  the  whole
society is not enjoying happiness.
For this reasomn, in their resolute
struggle to liberate the nation,
liberate  the elass, the revolu-
tionary and the patiotic citizen
know how to put the common
interests before and above all;
for the commeon interest, they are
ready to sacrifice  all private
interests. And what is the whole
significance of this struggle full
of sacrifices ? 1t aims at realizing
a free and happy socicty free
from want and care. Once the
socicty is happy, nararally the
family is happy, too.

The socialist revolution brings
happiness to all families. With
the successful building of social-
ism, the material and moral lifc
of the family is secured and
improved with every passing day.
On the other hand, a well-organ-
ized, cheerful and happy family
life is a very important condition
for the working people so that
they may devote themselves wilh
entlnesiasm to the service of soci-

ety. To have a good organization
of family lile in conformity with
the norms of the new life 15 an
important condition of the build-
ing of a new society, to sceure
the progress of society in the
fields of cconomy, culture and
morality. President Ho Chi Minh
once said: It is right to pay
great altention to the  {amily,
because  many  families  added
together make up o socicty; a
good suciety ensures good fami-
lies, and good familics ensure a
good society.”

Through unceasing development
of production 1o satisfy the ever
growing wmaterial and cuoltural
necds of the people, that is the
requirement of the basic cconom-
ic law of socialisin. In many
cases, these needs are met on the
basis of the family unit. That is
why the Party, Government, and
mass organizations must care f[or
the lile of cach family in all
aspects @ clothing, food, housing,
the bringing up and education of
the children. When we solve the
problems relating to the people’s
life, we must pay attention to the
family unit with its diversified
needs. We must strive to serve
family iife well to create the best
conditions fur family activities.
What is to be done for a family,
for the needs of a family's life !
This question cannot be avoided
when studying ¢uestions of econo-
my, production and living condi-
tions. 1t must be brought np in
co-operatives, at district and pro-
vincial levels, and in the State
plan in general. Only when we
have a deep scnse of serving the
people and know very well each
family’s living conditions, its food
and lodging, etc., can we correct-
ly answer the questions * What
should be done for a family?’’
© What should be done to serve
the people better?” The whole
society takes care of ench family
and buoilds it into a happy, well-
off family so that it can contrib-
ute more to building a new
society. Everyone must care for
the life and happiness of the
family, not in a selfish, narrow-
minded way, but with a sense of
being collective master of society.
Not only we must take care of
our own family but we must also
pay concern to all other families
in society., Efforts should be
exerted to organize family life
rationally and in accordiance with
the general situation of the
couniry so as to create conditions
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for cach family member to fullil
tu the utmost his duty  to
society,

tnder the socialist regimme, the
conjugal relationship is based on
real love. The wife and husband

do not depend on each other
economically, their marriage is
based on iove. This love is not

an ephemerul one, but a lasting
sentiment constantly consolidated
by mutual respect and ideological
atfinity. Mutual respect between
husband and wife means that
they show consideration for each
other’s  character and opinions
and show constant concern and
care for each other. Their true
mutual love and respect will make
them live in harmony, Together
they will settle {family affairs,
take good care of their children,
Lelp each other make progress in
all {ields and ecncourage each
other to fulfil their social obliga-
tions. A Vietnamese proverb
says: A hosband and wite who
live in harmony can scoop dry
the Eastern Sea. ” Such a family
is a happy one and when all the
families are happy, the whole
society will have un abundance
of happiness.

1 would like to talk especially
about the great social significance
of the wole of the wrother in the
family, The mother gives birth
to children, brings them up,
perpetuates the race and ensores
society’s existence and develop-
ment. Of course the father’s role
cannot  be neglected. However
“the father’'s giving lile to a
child cannot compare with the
fostering of a mother.” That is a
Vietnamese saying, a particalar
feature of Vietnamese culture. in
contrast to the feudal culture
which humiliates women who are
regarded as ** difficult to educate
and requires that the “* wife obey
the husband’s orders,"’ the people’s
culture upholds the spirit to < A

husband and wifle who live in
harmony can  scoop dry  the
Eastern Sea” and raises the

molber to a respectuble position,
“the father’s giving life to a
child cannot compare with the
fostering of a mother,”” « fostgr:
ing ** here means to take care {or
and educate. Our new culture,
the socialist culiure, has inherited
and developed this noble tradition
of humanitarianism of the nation
and people’s culture,

The mother gives birth to the
child in pain. She fosters her
child with her milk, her blowl
and lLer soul and al} her strength.
Besides the great obligation to
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the Tatherland and the revolution,
is there anything more sacred
than the love of a mother for her
child ¥ Are there any sacrifice aml
devotion which can mateh those
of the mother for her child ?

“ Educate our children from
infancy " — the child's acquain-
tance with human culture is first
of all through the mother. Every
second, every minute the mother
hands down to her child her own
feelings, her own thoughts and
her own experiences in life. Each
word, each smile, each expression
on her face, sad or joyful, leaves
a deep imprint on the child’s
mind which he keeps throughout
his life. To teach him heow to
talk, how to smile, {o iullaby him
with songs full of meaning, to
give him good advice, cte., it is
precisely in this way that the
mother contributes to safeguard-
ing and handing down the national
culture from generation to genera-
tion

There is no assessment of the
mother’s contribution more
correet  and comprehensive than
the following one by President
Ho Chi Minh:  Our’ people are
very prateful to the mothers in
both zones, Sonth and North, whe
have given birth to and fostered
many generations of heroes in our
country.”” The Viet Nam IFather-
land owes its heroic sons and
daughters to the contributions of
heroic, undaunted, faithful and
responsible mothers. For many
cenluries, 1t is the Vietnamese
mothers who have transmitted to
us the mettie of the Trang Sisters
andd  Lady  Trieu, industrious
labour and love of country and
ot home. We should be proud of
oinr Vietnamese mothers,

We o understand  the mother’s
role with all its noble social
significance. The child in  the
socialist regime is the offspring
of his mother and father and at
the same time of the society as
a whole. To give birth to a child
to foster him and educate him
is a special fanction of the
mother. However, it is also the
responsibility and obligation of
the whole of society, because in
our society, no ones lives isolated
(rom the comununity of working
people and broad social co-opera-
tion. On the contrary, in the old
socicty, giving birth to a child
and bringing Eim up was regard-
ed as a duty of the mother alone,
of cach family. That is why
mothers in the oppressed and
exploited  classes who endured
untold sufferings as hired labour-

ers, felt yet greater humiliation
in delivering and bringing up
their children,

Itis not so with the nmwthers
under our regime, Women now
enjoy a_ new life, they have be-
come the collective masters of
society  and are treated with
respect. The whole society carcs
for the problems of childbirth
and the bringing up of children,
This is a responsibility  which
Soctety must assume for the sake
of its  own existence and the
common happiness, in the inter-
ests of social progress and the
future of mankind,

The mother who brings up
healthy and goed children is, in
fact, fulfilling a4 noble function
tfor the happiness of society and
for her own happiness.” The
father and mother make i@
glorious contribution to society
when they give it worthy sons
who make good citizens, goad,
strong, virtuous and resourceful
workers, In  the interests of
society and for the happiness of
each family, for the present life
and  the happiness of fature
generations, all necessary meas-
ures should be taken by the
State to care for the miaterial
and spiritual life of mothers and
children.

Une of the targets of prime
importance for the socialist
revolution is the formation of the
new man. This new man is the
product of the entire socialist
revolution and socialist construc-
tion. However, he must be train-
ed right {from now on, from the
first drops of milk, from the
first care by society and the
family, from the affection and
advice of the mother and father
ever since his childhood. Many
traits of the mind and character
of a man were formed very carly,
in embryo, right in his childhood,
under the direct influcnce of the
faniily. Social influences act on
the child through the family
environmeat. Only virtuous par-
ents can bring up their children
into virtuous men. The example
of the parents alone has very
great educational strength. Thus
both mother and father play an
important role and assume great
responsibility in the formation
of the nmew man. The family
should be an expression of ail
that is new, beautiful, progressive

emerging in  our society, Tt
should fulfil all that the new
society demands [rom each in-

dividual.
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ADIO Hanoi annocunces the
first waves of the winter
monsoon : this very night a

crey, chilly wind will swoop down
on the plain, but now the morn-
ing is dazzling with the remains
of autumn: azurc amd honey,
verdure and mist, the luminous
emerald of the lakes, the twitter-
ing of swallows [ying past...

We left the capital by a road
running  along the Red River
toward the blue mountains on
the horizon. Towanl the exotic.
Por even to the Vietnamese living
in the delta se many mysteries
remain unveiled in this ancient
“gouniry of malignant =pivits
and  poisoning water, T inhabited
by men of the jungle, ©a couniry
reached only by going  far up-
stream,’” where there were no
tracks, so that our forebears hacd
to go there by palunguin. on
liewseback or stimply on Lot

The war, and the big flosd of
a7t have left their muarks on the
<ad which, partly stripped of its
wsphalt, rans past rumed towin-
ships md devastated banang and
longare groves, Alter =0 many
ordeals, the North  Vietnamoese
land is beginning i rise again
from the ashes. There are newly-
built huls, their thateh or palmn
roofs  shining  in the suntight.
Abeng the straight embankinents
which divide the paddy Tields,
nitking them ook ke 1hie squares
ol w chessbeard, the lerms of the

young women peasants seem tuo
flv ns they carry  baskets ol

golden rice on their vokes: the
autumn crep is being brought o

May

1974

Py

(_i”ravel_ Notes) *

Having passed by Bach Bac,
the junction of the Ked, Black
and Clear Rivers, we iind ourselves
in the heart of the Midlands with
their tireless succession of indus-
trial crops, cassava, pine-apples,
tea, abrasin, lacquer trees... On
the hills, palm trees stretch as
far as the cye can see, their shiny
leaves  reflecting  light tike so
many immense green suns. Not
lar from the ruins of the Viet Tri
industrinl centre, near the Lam
Thao Superphosphate Plant, a
hill rises above the rolling country
like o breaker, carrying skyward
a4 white lemple hidden under age-
old trecs: that is the temple deci-
ciated to the 8 « MHong '™ Nings
who started to reign 000 years
age el fonnded  what  is now
Viel Nam.

The site, majestic but by no
moas splemn or austere, over-
hangs a sit-laden section of the
[ed River. From the other side,
i receives homage Jrom gy ©ele-
phant hills’ quitting the moun-

{ainous  hinterland  to  knecl
amidst  the  innumesable little
hitls,  The  hhandredth  clephant

lies Tar away, all alone, s body
trom

severed 1w head. HMs oneck

Luars a saping wound—a strip of
red earth | the sacred animal has
been punished for having strayed
from the herd and for having
torned his cyes away from the
“ ancestral sanctuary.’ The pic-
turesque and the marvellous are
interwoven on  this land where
legend logates the origins of the
Vietnamese nation. Each village
here hLas its legend, cach com-
mune its temple, dedicated to
hero of the time of the nation's
Lirth. The recent discovery of
the  brilliant  neo-iithic Phung
Neuyen civilization has confirmed
many of the data gathercd from
folklore. The legendary crudle of
Viet Nam has been confirmed by
history.

The terrain became more rigged
as we rolled novthward. For kilo-
metres, lateritized hills ander af-
farestation — scarlet earih, tender
areen foliage — filed past like a
Hartequin ballet, And then, creep-
ing up ©n as, caine the jungle
opposing a defensive front, aus-
tere, intertwinedain some places
impenctrable, against the work
of man.

At Doan iung, celebruted {or
e prapelruit, we reached  the
threshold of the Highlands, Dar-
ing e Automn- Winter 1947
cfiensive against the Viet Bac
this district capital had witnessed
brilliant feats of arms which had
cast the  Preneh colonialists a
whole [lofiila on the Clear River.
It ix to the Viet Buac that the
National Highway N* 2, on which
we drove leads, that impregnable
bastion of the anti-Trench resist-
ance, lormerly o springboard ol
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and

the Victnamese revolation

Democratic
agtoitomols
over twenty

the cradle of the
Republic, now an
zone peopled Dby
ethnic groupings.

We did not, hower er, go as far
as the Viet Bac, but turned 1o the
left toward the North - West, up-
stream the along Chay River which
flows into the Clear River, toward
Hoang Lien Son, the highest
mountain range of Viet Nam and
also of Indochina, with its famous
Culminating point, Mount 17an Si
an.

*
L

Yen Bai. Bitter smell of Lao
herbs, yellowish elephant grass,
“mo’ trees with their straight
and slender trunks, standing like
lines ol white exclamation marks
on the dark green of the heights. .

The region was net unknown to
me and I remembered well the
dank obsession of its forest —
leaves streaming with water in
summer and dripping in winter,
phosphorescent humus, the night,
with the tropical hannting of its
microworld: leeches, insects with
a thousand names und other
unpleasant guests. Screaming of
monkeys in the dayvtime. Roar of
tigers disturbing the night. And
also the clear, prolonged murmar
of the « tuti-tuti’ bird, some-
where toward midnight, scunding
bith quite close and distant, as
if it were rising from the bosom
of the earth.

Lohad tived in this provisice,
sharing the life of the highland-
crs. Our  countrymen from
the minorities todged the resiste
ance cadres in therr dark houses
on stilts  which also  sheltered
buffaloes, pigs and poultry. The
animals lived on the ground,
separated from the men by a
thin bamboo [loor through which
came  a nauscating  smell and
clouds of lirtle inscets.  The
revolution had only just trivmph-
od and the mountain people were
still incxpressible  mi-
scery, feeding partly on tubers and

living in
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wild vegetables, covering them-
selves  with  patched clothes
or fibrous barks of irees
(" tapas " in the local dialect)
sleeping on the {loor without mat
or blanket near a wood fire. Their
humlets, often located deep in
the jungle, were accessible only
by muddy paths, crosscd by
dead branches which caught your
tegs and tripped you up. Malaria
gave them a swollen fuce, a
vellow  skin  and  an  inflated
belly — in traditional beliel the
result ol water poisoning -- and
many of them had the lumps
of goitres on their necks. Steril-
ity woukl strike  the women,
while tany among the few new-
born  babies died of pernicions
malaria in summer and broncho-
prieumonia in {people
blamed them on the evil spirits}.
This primitive life, though more
or less  improved during the
resistance, lasted practically till
the restoration of peace in
mid-1954.

»

oxul

winter

Nowadays, one can no longer
recognize Yen Bai. At the Dong
Ly crossroads, where there used
to be thick forests of bamboo
and liana, a group of baildings
has sprung up with o bus station
and a State-run  cale-restaurant
besides and  the
tasty nocdle

which, rice
usual dishes, serves
“pho, " sweet bean
soups and tea which you prepare

vourself in @ tiny tea

soup, the

service,
ol ancient times
used Lo o, Less than one kile-
the northeast is the

as the scholars

meire  to

Thac Ba lake. A big din of the
sallle name  was o built a4 few
years ago on  the Chay River

with & 120,000-kw  hydro-power
station which was later seriously
damaged by US bombs and is
now under reconstruction. High
tension lines streteh from widely-
spaced pylons accross the region.
On  ihis artificial lake
diesel boals are to be seen and
three flotillas will soon be active —

many

vne  for  fishing, another for
transport  and  the third for
tourism. Gulls are coming o

settle in this region. Therc are

also plans for building workers®
rest centres there,

After Dong Ly we came Lo
the new rowd network opened
in the middle of the US war
escalation and covering the whole
border region. An  endless line
of crackling trucks and iractors
of the State forestty scrvice,
breaks the wild monotony of the
undergrowth. The mountains are
waking up to industrial life.

Al sunset, we chose to stop
hal-way at the first mountain
hamlet we came to. A lacal toad
took us to Cam An conunune.

We went round  many newly
reclaimed hills  before meeting

a flock of children, red-scarved
Young Pioneer boys and girls,
satchels in hand, merrily greeting
us on  their way back from a
nearby school. Near 1he supply-
and-marketing co-operative was w
young girl looking clegant in
padded-cotton coat tailored towns-
folk fashion, who told us that
We o were among the  © Tay
¢thnic minority, next of kin to
the *“That. ** We parked our car
m the courtyard of the local
my<lico-sanitary  station, then
crossed the threshing floor cover-
od - with  the golden paddy of
an agriculraral ca-noperative
before reaching o small  hillside
hiunlet.

The = Tay " peasant in whose
Tome we o were stuving, a santan-

nedd,  alert Oo-year-old  man,
checkett our  papers  with  the
vapidily  of someone  uased  to
reading. He showed uws a wash
room near a o well amd some
lavatorics, near  the stuble, at

the bottom of his
host
ap nto a

garden, The
mvited us to come
spucious  house on
stilts. A wouwd fire was sparkling
in the central {ireplace and the
whole  family  was ready  for
dinner. He served us  hot green
tea froim a flask and
gave us his bamboo  water pipe
into which he  hod stulfed some
of his tobacco, a sign of
hespitality., And while

then

thermos

owil
highland
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we shared his {rugal meal he
switched on his tramsistor to
“cheer up '’ his guests, raising
hts velce so  that we could huear
him. He was happy to be still
in good health in the autumn
of his life and to have a big
family — nine children, all of
them educated — one of s
daughters will attend the sccond-
ary teachers’ school of the
province and all skilled in farm
work.

The cvening  was spent ina
familiar atmosphere in  the light
of «  hurricane-tamp, remdered

« degsert”’
of cassava roasted in the ashes.
Late in the night, the host took

more agrecable by o

leave, wenf to a wooden  bed
aned  slipped under his  cotton
blanket, beside his  littie son.

We wriggled

bags without
moscquito
for many

into our sleeping

putting up the
nets, as malaria had
vears now been elimi-
nated from the mountain regions.
1 no longer saw the swollen
faces, women in tags, skeleton-
like children clad in ¢ tapas ...
I f¢ll asleep, lulled by the me-
tallic ticking of an alarm-cleck
and the long sigh, both clese and
distant, of the *“ tuti-tuti”* bird.

N a mountain arca, the
ket-place is its mirror, itis a

display of images and colours.

mir-

The early winter sun rosc late
over Muong Khuong's market-
place. Dut as the mist hegan (o
thin you might fancy you
watching the curtain rise
puppet show, On a height against
a background of chalky peaks
and terraced paddy lields a
crowd in  picturesque clothes
elbowed one ancther, selling or
buying things in the open air or
in stalls covered with elephant
grass, milling around rows of
rattan baskets {full of forest
products and household goods.
Hundreds of horses tid up on
the oppesite hill evoked
the image of a bivouacking caval-
ry corps: most of them belong-

were
O a

slope

NY 2y — May 1974

ed to the < Meo " coming from
high peaks, often dezens of kilo-

metres away,

T these
Yunnan

areas bordering  on
are
clad in  the Chinese style, in
an almoest uniform fashion, with
their broad trousers and their
floating with  straight
collars buttoned high up. More
fond of diversity, the
clothes preserve a marked ethnic
character. The costume of * Dao

pl'()ViDCE, men

Cots

women s

Tuyen '’ women — tight-fitling
tunics and scarves folded as ker-
chiefs on their heads — is sober,
an indigo variant of the brown-
ish dress of the Buddhist nuns
in the delta. Their * Red Dao "’
also
but in

sisters
tumes

wear indigo  cos-

darker colours
notliceable in  the
by their
mings and their enormous
The beautiful
women, covercd with

bracelets

and  are
trim-
head-
o Aeo

neck-laces

distance scarlet

cloths,

Amazon
ligures  shown off by short
skirts with innumerable pleats
and richly embroidered blouses,
their narrow sleeves braided up

and have

to the apper arms with pieces of
colourful cloth-

The Pa Diseemed to have come
down from seme mythical king-
dom ; they impressed us so much
by the ritual splendour of their
long dresses with pale green

borders and their monumental
hats like immobile sloping roofs

on their heads as they walked.

A more or less experienced eyve
can distingaish, without much
difficulty, almost all the ethnic
types of this Muong Khuong dis-
trict -- 16 in all for a population
of 30,000, The people, less dyna-
mic than those in the delta, seem
fo be sparing of words although
they are mosily multi-lingual. A
Tay or a Nung, for
speaks Pa di which is
less akin

instance,
mare Or
tongue,
Meo langua-
and necessarily  Vief, the
common national language, and

to his mother
and also the Dag or
ges,

(Quan Hoa (the Chinesc dialect
of Yunnan), widespread in the
northwestern borderland. (QQuan

Hoa, in particular, serves as a
medinm {or the Phua La and the
Tu Di, the least numerous of 1he
minorities, who were victims of
the policy of assimilation under
the former regimes.

The market, held once every
six days, witnessed some prosper-
ity under the colonial rule. One
cannot deny the role it plaved
in the economic field by giving
some practical help to the local
people  to escape, even it only
partially, from their age-old au-
rarky. But it was rather to the
big traders that it brought prof-
its and naturally to the aunthor-
ities who collected and
bribes from them. As in  all
motuntain the
people canie here to sell at

taxes
markets local
very
Yow prices their produocts: mush-
honey, galls,
antlers, monkey and tiger bomnes,
pot to speak of Dbuffalo, cow,
and  hog  hides — the Muong
Khuong piglets are still highly
vatlned by stock-breeders — and
chickens. They brought home
shoddy goods, needles, coleured
thread, locking-glasses, glassware
and especially salt,
ol which was

in gotd. The
pursued a “salt policy 7 of res-
tricting the distribution of this
ingredient indispensable to daily

TOOILS, bear

cvery grain
worth its
colanial

weight
regime

IT]
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life, and using it as a4 meaus 1o
put pressure upon the rouniain
peaple. Tt encouraged  the open-

ing ol burs, apiam cdens and
gambling houses, awd stirred up
rivalry  between  the VILITOTS

ethnic groups. Market davs were
often marked by scenes ol vio-
lenee sometimes degenerating into
muriderons {ights.

Tl
Khuong commiane bave scen their
new faee
now that cvery one of its 24
agricnlturat
primury

inhabitants  of  Muang

narket taking on o

hamlets has  an

[ \-U[K'I'}ll t Ve, o HCJ]H(_J]
station,

traffickers

anel g
The
Fved CEPense
swept Aowinle sotias of
OO s 1S mMise i fnom e Qisplays,

me leo-sanitacy
horde  of wis
at thetr

Ty

s beon

but thi= s o their  own aele
vientage s in the reniatest hoamlots
the State trading services have

vraunized the sale of w00t kero-

seites textiles, {arm implements
arelother  cssential  gouds  af

Stade-lixe

at encouraping

il prices while buying,
forest and agriculiurad products,
The disappearance of opium dens
et
efforts of the people’s power Lo
the

A< adealiolisng,

gambling houses shows the

root ol social evils such
opiuni-adiliction ;
gambling norder, looting, cte,
Tett Lehind Ly feuedal and calonial
rate were
in this Lorder arca. Market tlay,

Loy,

- evils v hich COMMon

has changed ; now it falls
on Sunday so 0 0ot o interfore
with prodiction  activities.

D owas Sundav, and we olbo s

el our woyv through the erowd
quitc damiliar do ws: peasauts,
ner atde wormen  in o traditiond
cretimes, schoaol-chitldren witly
Youang Piovcer eod seHrves, civil
servants, st of them  of local
origing v arban clothes, The

prices, o lot of

b

The Muong Khuong market
(Lao Cai)

Sketch by Minh Kinh

cinema-house in particular drew
a big audience; it was a dark
canvas tent in which spectators
of all ages watched, standing up
a conlinuous projection of news-
reels, many of them dealing
with rural life. Young girls were
waiting impatiently for their
turn in the photo studio run by
the Cultural Service, while young
men crowded the carbine shoot-
ing competition. We met wmany
students of the district third-
level school, They would {find it

difficult to imagine that during
the democratic reforms of 1960
there were as many as 2,000

individual and  collective opiwm
dens, and only six persons who
could read and write !

The new is vividly taking the
place of the old in these border-
lands, but not everything has
been overturned. In o roadside
inn we were offered a real moun-
tain  feast with boiled pork and
Luffalo meat, [amous thang co”
soup wul maize alcohol
flames up under a lighted match

which

and we attended an improvised
“lkhen ' dance performed with
fire by a Meo lad beforc an

enthusiastic andience. These were
the traditions which remain in
the mountain regions: people go
to market not only to sell and
buy  goods also o amnuse
themselves, Lo {east, perhaps —
and why not 7 — to try to conquer
soine belles.

bt

{Lo be continued)
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Psywar

(Continued Jrom page z21)

job. But too much accustomed to
living in ““dens,” he longed to
smoke narcotics and drink strong
brandy, He could not live a
healthy lile like boys of his age.
He scorned everything. Many times
he guarelled with Thang — now o
guerilla fighter—over nothing.

Their mother intervenel:
« Your brother is not normal, ™
she said to Thang. * Be kind to
him, have pity on me!”’

Thang was quite ahive to s
mother's sulfering He pave in to
his brother on many occasions.

Tricks

unearth the plates and bowls
buried long ago. At noon, Quyet
canie home with a bottle of whis-
Ly and complained that there
was no good 11tbits for the drink.

Vo koo that  Americaun
Lombs Laove been sowing desirac-
{lon for over e yeur, and we
are edestitute, brother D77 Thaoee
aenthy explaines].

] koo, Bar don't glve me o
Tesson ' Gavet fame . @ Thng
is o oright!7 ahetr msthes o
tervened.

< Do voa want te tuke up che
cadgels on his hehalf 27 Ouved
snid, banging the bottle of bhrandy

< 1ran’t e impolite to mother,
he satd, © Away with that para-
troop manuer !’

Oavet slapped his brother’s jace
and like o furions animal he harl-
e the tray of {ood out into the
courtyard.

Are you maed, Cavet © 77 the
wotnan  shouted, @ Ruan away,
Thang !

Than s darted o the eourtyand
bt vnbled on an obstache. iy
Dlowd up, Qayet snatehed Thang's
pistol shouting o U kill yoa ™
The neighbours tushed i and
hold ol Oayet’s hand.
(1ayet resisterdl. He inadlvertentiy
touched ofl the fre-arm and a
Dallet was releass]l hitting him
in the breast. ©* Oh, my son!’”
The moother uttered a ery of an-

orasDed

On his
ary

. i e i .
father’s death anniver- T B table.

, Thang helpedd his mother o Thane  lost

BOOK NOTES

Nguyen Trai dunh giac cuu nuoc (Ngiyen
Tyai in His Struggle for National Salvation) by
Nguyen Luong Bich, People’s Aviny Publishing
House, Hanol, 1973, 13><T9cm, 6yB pages.

Nguyen Trai (1380-1442} is a national herp,
o many-sided man and an important figure in
Vietnamese history.

The book deals with his ideas on the meth-
ods of combal against [oreign aggressicns:
the need to wage a people’s war to struggle in
all fields. - military, political and  diplomatic—
and to carry oat agitation work among cnemy
ranks.

¥e chuyen bon nghin nam giv nuoc
(Narratives of the Fowr Thousand Years' Defence
of the Fatherland) by Ngayen Nha, Viet Dung,
Do Chi, People’s Avmy Publishing House, Ifawoi,
1973, [3x1qge, 172 pages.

These short accoants of famous episodes in
our enuntry’s history culogize our people’s tra-
ditions against the {oreign aggressions,

Kho tang chuyen <o tich Vier Nam
{(Treasury of Vietnamese [Legends) Oy Nguven
Dong Chi, Vol. [If, Sccial Scienses Publishing
House, Hanol, 1973, 13> 190K, 328 pages.

This volume is composed of 39 Vietnamese
tales chosen from the best-known collections of
fegends (Vols. T and T1 came out in rgy2).

SR LT S YR I

gini<ic and fanted.

[ THAN

Truyen <c Tay-Nung (legends of the Tay
and Nung) by Hoang Thuavetl, Cultwre Publishing
[lunse, Hanot, 1974, 13><18.80m, 208 pages.

The 36 legends in this book will make the
reader better understand the cenvironment,
society, ideology and sentiments of the ancient
people of these two ininority nationalities (the
twa biggest ethnic groups in North Viet Nany).

Tieng hat que hvoaq (Sougs of Our Nalive
Land) by numerous authors, Crltare  Pablishing
ITouse, Hanot, 1073, 13> 18.8-m, 212 pages.

Cheo  classical popular operas arc specilic
creations of the Vietnamese people. This colice-
tion contains 8 sclected pleces of Cheo dealing
with such modern themces as a militin woman
in combat and o virtaous wile in the reararea
who sets a good example in the struggles to
improve her co-oprrative sl ereate a nes wiy
of life, vic.

Luuy Lac
Weonien's

(Aa  Minzrant Life) by Do NV,
Pullisling Tlouse, {lano:, 1673

L3> Q0 208 Pages. -

The fivst part of a trilogy on the roving hHic
living
hefore

in the Viet
the  Auagust

of o Vietnamese syoman
Nam—China borderland
ra435 evolution.
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US Economic Aid:
Whom Does It Benifit?

(Continued fioin page 23)

only 45,000 piastres per hectare
left, and the bualldozer Gperators
did not feel it was worth their
while. The same American adviser
reported finding corruption in rice
distribution. The Saigen  head-
quarters was paying top market
Prices for good rice, but the
people svere receiving the lowest
quality—that wh'ch is asually usecd
as animal feed. A Cathoiic priest
who  has worked with new set-
tlets toid me that in » well-digging
operation with which he was fumil.
iar, fully 90% of the funds from
Saigen were raked off the top be-
fore they reached the diggers. One
of the women we spoke with in
Dong Den camp, sitting sadly on
the dirt floor of her half-finished
bamboo house, said, “You
foreigners send a lot of money to
Vietnam for programs like this
one, but we people pet only what
trickles through the fingers of the
government ollicials,’’

In the Resettlement plan, as in
the Return to Village program,
guestions of military strategy
often seem to take priority over
consideration for the welfare of
the refugees.  The American
acdviser in Binh Tuy told me in
January, 1974, that the area for
the Dong Den rescttlement camp
was taken over from the V..
after the Peace Agrecment was
signed. Saigon government troops
newly encamped near the resottle.
ment site confirmed his statement,
He added that he hoped for the
settlers’ suke there wouldn't be
aty lighting but he wouldn't be
surprised if the “ V.(." tyied 0
retake  the area, whieh they
considered theirs,

I would like to bring to the
attention  of the Committce a
report dated ‘[;uunry 27, 1074, to
the  Senate Subcommittee  on
Refugee  Affairs. Gn page 16 is
reprinted a letter by a 1S cmbissy
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officer describing the * Resettle-
ment™ program in the area which
1 have just been referring to. Te
writes 1 “ The pecple will move
into areas that were previously
considered marginal, thus secure
the arca, improve movement and
security aleng major routes ol
communication, develop the
agriculture and economic situa.
tion in the province and bring
vconoiic viability to the country
a3 a whole.” This letter clearly
indicates the importance which
strategic considerations arce given
in  the administering of our
“humanitarian’  aiel programs
for refugees.

In summary, 1 would like to
cmphasize to this subcommittee
the  overwhelming weight  of
opinion among Victnamese people,
inclading religious and political
feaders with  whom we spoke,
that  American cconomic aid is
doing very litile 1o help the com-
mon people, but is doing much
towards maintaining a politically
intransigent and domestically
unresponsive government in Saj-
gon. L would like to share with
you what was to me an extremely
impressive  conversatinn [ had
with a Boddhist monk in January.
Phad just beer on a visit with
two  American {riends 1o two of
the Return to Village campsitis ]
mentioned  above, places where
people were living in conditions
ol near  starvation. Keturning
that evening to the pagoda, which
was o center  for  gathering
emergency  food supplies [or the
camps, [ said to the head monlk ;
“TIf these twe friends of mine
ware members of the U8 Congress
and  saw the conditions in those
canips they would probably  wo
back to Washington and recon-
mend an increase in US cconoinic
ald.”” The monk became visibly
agitated when | said this, He
glared at me and asked: © Are

_principal

you planning to go back td
America  and  ask for  smore
American  aid for Vietnam?' T
threw the question back to him
and asked what he would recom-
mend. 1 am @ Buddhist monk,”
he said, “and iy first concern
must be for the welfare of my
fellowers — the people who live
in those camps. If American aid
is continued, they will continue
to live in those camps. If it ig
stopped, eventually the govern-
ment  will be forged to allow
them to go back to their Lomes.
They will be hungry for a few
months antil their first rice crop
comes i1, then they will be all
right. The onty truly honawitar-
ien thing the US Congress can
do is to stop the support that
keeps thse camps in operation,”

i acknowledge, and 1 am sure
that most members ofthis subcom-
mittee share the concern, that
the United States has a responsi-
bility to offer Lielp to millions of
Vietnamese civilians who have
suffered so much through the
endless years ol war. Howcver, [
believe that most Vietnamese
would agree with me that our
highest priority at this point
should bein committing ourseives
to making a working peace in Viet-
nam, that is, committing onrsel-
ves to use the only tool for peace
at our disposal, the Paris Peace
Agreement. As long as we continue
pouring vast amounts of economic
and military into the South (up
to 86 %) of total Saigon costs),
thereby maintaining one of the
two South Vietnamese parties to
the complete exclusion of the
other, we are, by any reasonable
interpretation, vielating Article 4
ol the Peace Agreement, which
prehibits US intervention in the
internal affairs of South Vietnam.
We are also making it much
harder for the two South Viet-
namese parties to come {o any
understanding with each other.

I urge this committee to
consider all aid requests — this
supplemental request as well as
the 474 millien dollurs increased
ceiling for South Vietnam military
aid and the upconiing and very
large Fiscal Year 197 military
and economic aid requests - in
the light of what should be oar
objective in  South
Vietnam, nanely, implementing
the Paris Peace Agreement.
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attended by 300 delegutes from 354 countries.
The Conference demanded that the USA stop
its aggression and intervention in Viet Nam
and that the Saigon administration respect the
cease-fire, set free political prisoners and ensure
democratic liberties.

APRIL

1 — Eud of the friendship visit to the DRVN
of the NUFK and RGNUC delegaiion led by
IKhieu Samphan and Ieng Sary, begun on March
2%, A joint communiqué was signed.

— Thieu held an enlarged session of his
« Security Council ™ to examine the pacification
and economic and financial development
program.

-- Demonsirators of the third force led by
Mme Ngo Ba Thanh marched on the Saigon
““ National Assembly "' 1o demand the release of
those political prisoners who do not belong
to cither of the two South Vietnumese parties.

3 — A PRG delegation led by Health Minis-
ter, Mme Duong Ouynh Hoa, visited Sweden
from April 1 to 4.

— Thieu seized ¢ newspaper issues in a
single day.

— Prince Souphanouvong enthnsiastically
welcomed by a large rally at Vientiune
airport.

— The American press made public a
letter from Ambassador Graham Martin to
Kissinger, advising the latter not to make a
frank and detailed reply to questions by
Senator Edward Kennedy.

4+ — Message of condolence sent by Presi-
dent Ton Duc Thang and Premier Pham Van
Dong to the French government on the occa-
sion of the decease of President Yotnpidou.

— US Hounsc of Representatives rejected the
Pentagon’s request to raise military aid to
Nguyen Vaun Thieu from 1,126 million to 1,600
million dollars.

5 — End of the official {iriendship visit of
the DRVN Government delegation led by
Premicr I*ham Van Dong to the Algerian
Democratic People’s Republic begun on April 2.
Signing of a joint communiqué and eccnomic-
scientific and technical co-operation agreements
between the two countries.

— The King of Laos invested the Provisional
Government of National Union headed by
I'rince Souvanna PPhouma and the National
Political Council of Coalition presided over by
PPrince Souphanouvong.

G -— fen Tin {Saigon paper): Prostitutes in
the Saigon-hell areas total halt a million.

— The Lao Patriotic Front CC declared:
the patriotic struggle of the Lao people should
be continued as the US has not given up its
neo-colonialist designs.

CHRONOLOGY

(Confinued from page 32)

8 — End of the official friendship visit to
Yugoslavia of the DRVN Government delega-
tion headed by Premier Pham Van Dong, begun
on April 5. A joint communiqué and agreements
on economic, scientific, technical and cultural
co-operation and assistance between the two
countrics were signed.

— Signing in Hanoi of the agreement on
assistance by the Republic of Czechoslovakia
to the DRVN for the training of skilled workers
from Ig74 to 1976 and the agreement between
the GDR and the DRVN on co-operation in
the field of higher education and middle-level
technical education.

o — Song Than (Saigon paper): Jobless work-
ers in the Saigon-controlled areas number
nearly 3.5 million.

-~ AF[’: 8ince early 1974, the US has given
aid amounting to Goo million dollars including
250 million in military aid to Lon Mol

-~ From Vebruary 28 to April 8, 1974, the
Cambodian patriotic forces at Kampot put out of
action 3,130 cnemy soldiers, flattened 21 posts,
captured goo fire-arms and downed 4 planes,

10 — End of the friendship visit to the DRVXN
of the President of the Swedish Left Commu-
nist Party, C.N. Hermansson.

— Reuter: 1,200 US marines of the 7th Fleet
were seen off Cambodia’s seacoast: this is the
latest evidence of US involvement in that
country.

11 — US Defensc Secretary Schlesinger said
the US would be {linching {irom its moral
responsibility should it stop giving Thieu
adequate military aid.

— Dan Luan {Saigon paper): Thieu set up a
« Direction of Administrative Security ' to
tighten control over his government officials.

-~ The judiciary committee of the US House
of Representative sent a warrant to Nixon
demanding him to hand over tape recordings
concerned with the Watergate affair.

— End of Premier Pham Van Dong's visit
to Sweden begun on April 8.

12 — Suipon troops evacuated Tong Le Chan
post.

13 — The Saigen press revealed that
W. Colby, CIA director, and D. Parkers,
USAID director, went surrepiitiously™o Saigon
to make on-the-spol investigations of the
situation-

1. — Allegedly as a reprisal against the PLAL
after the Salgon froops were forced to evacuute
Tong Le Chan, the Thieu administration sent
bombers to raid Loc Ninh and other liberated
areas over several consecutive days, cut off
telephone, air trausport and other tfacilitics for
the PIRG military delegation at Tan Son Nhat,
violated the immunity and privileges of the
PRG delegation, sabotaged the meetings of the
T'wo-Party joint Military Corumission and
postponed sine die the La Celle Saint Cloud
meetings.
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CHRCNOLOGY

(March 16—April 15, 197%)

MARCH

16 — A delegation of the Japanese Com-
munist Party left Hanol after u week's visil to
the DRVN,

— Nguyen Van Thica decided to invite 33
foreign oil companies to participate in the
second auction for the exploitation of - oil in
South Viet Nani.

17 — Svnator Edward Kennedy made public
aletter to Henry Kissinger demanding details
on the continuation of US aid 1w the pro-
American regimes in South Viet Nam, Laos
and  Cambodia. He also criticized the letter
sent on March & by Graham Martin, US Am-
bassador in Saigon, (o the State Department in
which the US AmUassador hinted that North
Viet Nam had been trying to persuade .the US
Congress to redoce American  military anid
economic aid to the Saigon regime.

13 — OGudong, former Khmer royal eapital,
liberated by the patriotic forces. According to
UPI, this is the greatest military defeat
suffered by Lon Nol since 1970,

TG According 1o the Saigon jonrnal Pieu
Tin, 2,000 former puppet army officers are un-
employed after having been demobilized.

20 — (/P]rthe US military attaché in Phnom
Penh commanded T.on Nol tronps in their
attempt to recapture Cudong.

21 — A Gallup poll revealed that only 25 per
cent of the persons interviewed support Nixon,
whereas 64 per cent are against him. Even in
the Republican  Party Nixon has the support
of only half of its members.

22 — PRG impartant  initiative at the Con-
ference in La Celle Saint Cloud: A new six-
paint proposal for realizing peace and national
concord was set forth,

- lind of the session of the Secretariat of the
organization of non-aligne] countries  {starled
on March (g). A commuaniqu® was issucd con-
demning US violations of the Paris Agreement
on NViet Nam o and intervention in Cambodian
affairs,

< The Geneva Diplomatic Conference on
International  Hamanitarian Taw  decided by
alarge majority (o classify a8 ust wirs iiose
waged against colontelizin and racid diserim-
tnation,

23 -+ A protocol un seientiic wunl technical
co-operation for 1973-74 befween the DRV
and the People’s Republic of China was signed
i Peking.

24 -~ The © Vietnamese Community ”
ization headed by Rev. Tathe

Y-
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Thisent 1o the countries participating in the
Geneva Diplomatic Conference a  document
containing a detailed list of places i South
Viet Nam where 201,200 political prisoners are
v bemng kept. The Thien regime detains halt
of the total number of political prisoners in
the world, says the document.

25 — Fourth devaluation of the Saigon pias-
tre since the beginning of 1974. The present
rate vl exchange: G6Gos5 piastres to the dollar.
The previous rale was 590 piastres.

— Signing in Hanoi of protocols on economic
scientific and technical co-operation between
the DRVN and  the Polish People’s Repablic.

206 — UPT : General Kris Sivara was appoint-
ed head of the Command {or the Repression of
Communism by the Bangkok government, in
retdacement of I'raphas Charusathien.

28 — End of the official friendship  visit to
Cuba (started on March 22) by the delegation
of the VNWP and DRVN Governmentl headed
by Prime Minister Pham Van Dong. A joint
communiqué and agreements on the establislhi-
ment of commissions for ceconomic, sclentilic
and techinical co-operation between the twao
conntries and on Cuban contribulion to the
reconstraction of the DRVN were signed.

29 — UUPF; According to a US-Thailand joint
communiqué, the US4 will withdraw one-tourth
of its troops and o number ol its pirerait
(imeloding B-32¢) stationed in Thailand belore
the end of the vear. 27,000 Gls will remain in
Thatland.

30 — The 1CCS maude an inguiry on the Cai
Liy meident. The TCCS members assigned for
the task were attacked by hooligans manipu-
fated by Thico and leul 1o abaudon their
mission.

- Under pressuse from the US Ambassader
in Phnom Penh, Lon Nol degrached five gener-
abs hield responsible oz the fall of Ouadonyg,

31 = Senator BEdward Kennedy made pyblic
w detier of Henry Kissinger dated March 23,
according  to which the US government s
bound te the Nguyeu Van Thien administra-
ton by cngagenienes based on the Paris Agree-
ment ol omust sapply iv with milicary and
coomemie and as long as the situation requaires.

Lo Nol disolved the Supreme Political
Conneil and formed a0 Sapreme Excentive
Conneit of four members meluding Ton Nel,
Sirik Matak, Long Boret and Sosthéne Ternan-
dez. Cheng Heng and In Tam were eliminated.

= Ead of Ahe International Conference on
Viet Nam {stated on Aarch 24 in Stockholm)

(Contivned on pape 31
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