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Tll/<.: J/{;'(~' b-j>oint PJ't.JfOSal/o}' 
al'fl£e-l,ilIg peace dJld IUl­
tioJlaL C(JIlC(lJ'd PHI ;n)'warti 

lH' the P U(; OIl ."(LYciz 22 is 
k i J1.g g i (,'C J/ (/. Il '(lr ill 7,:'eL come 
Ii\' the ,"';lW!l! l"ic,'II(l.lI1eSI' people 
awl (!ilier ,peoples iii the h:·orld. 
The lIIosf urgent measures £11-
duded i)l !lie proposal t,-'cre: 
strict inl,/Jlcillci//a!io/l oj the 
,·case·fire t1lnJII.'.!,hnll~' .(.,"outh Vie! 
Sam:' retllrn '0/ all ((l/)ilfred 
and detailled ci,'iiidll al1d mili­
tary !v'JsiJJlJll'l: lui! ('xN1'ise 0/ 
deJllo( ;'i!!;( lilll'rli,'s. 

J'JIlf.S, /J/OYt' {/UUI aile vear 
il/ler !fIt' :,igllin-::. rJ/ the j)aris 
.1'!,)'t'I'/JiCl/!, the ,.i),}sitioll ot' flu: 

/J,'tJ'ties (Ol/{'CI'JIC;{ Jll/"ll' r'e~lj}!le 
"perjei. :'/y ele!!.r: the r 'lei /lamest 
pCL,Plc, ({s fliei)' G-poil!/ /Jj'ojJosal 
sl101I/,"" , ar,' anxiolts juj' ils COJJl­

illete iIJl./)/clIIclliat:',);:, ~~'liilc tlie 
CS'-Saigol/ side is "'iriltalh' 
turn/lit!, il /1/1'11 u_ dead leiter. 

HClln' [(issill'!,t'r, in fartic/!· 
la/', rL,>,'(j)lI,""/ied ifle il'orllll)v flis 
tops\,-fif.J',[}\' lot!,lr. 111 a {cUr'}' 

dateit .11m:clz 2) SCiII II! :'<c!la/(/)' 
h'dv:ard Kellnerly, the c~..,' :')(c-

reLary 0/ S/afe rwd chief :lmrr­
iellH negotiator of the .January 
27 Llgreement and the 1mw I3, 
I973 Joint COlllnlHlliqllc declar­
ed 'li-l1cquit'ocaU y that, front 
the US standpoint, it is pre­
cisely lhe Paris Agreement that 
constitutes tile Jltridical basis 
for the lleh: US commitment to 
the Saigon administration, a 
COIIIJllitlllenl accordiJig to t.oll-ieh 
the United States ",iii f>roi'idc 
militar\' and economic aid as 
long as is required by the sitlf.a­
tio II . 

JrasllingtoJl has introduced 
into South Viet Natn large 
quantities nj Ile'iV 7.ccapoJls aHd 
'i1,'(l1' material, including F-SE 
/igliicrs, ,lJ-48 lallks, alld U!(l1'­

shif>s. Un April Ifl, the Defence 
Department oi.iiciaUy allllOlf.}lC­

t,d all additional militarv aid 
I[.'orlh 2()(j lIIilliol! dollars 'to the 
Thielf re(!,iJllc, /or the H)7J-1974 
jl,\'((ll \'ear, ;11 file same tilJll', 
[/11' luiiil' j-jv/fse 'has trying to 
jJr:rsitadi' ('ollgrl'ss ()/ fllr' llfces­
sity Of apf)'oi'ill;!, i! ~ililitary 

aid 'Jltdget joe the '974-1975 
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jiscut year which 'ii:ill be the 
dOli-bIt' oj the CllrrOI! one, Jr, 
('utby, hircctor oj the C[,I, 
formerly rl's/,oJlsil)le jar fhe 
sinisla' Phoenix -, Pacijica­
tioll -, /))'ogralJl.JJl.c i'L'llich has 
1;een ill operation since lq6R, 
madt: a st:crc/ ';-isit to S'a£goJl at 
the ""d oj March jor " firsthand 
(' assessll1ent ,. 0./ the sitl/atioJl. 
It is lwm~'Il, from lVes!erll SO!l1'C­
es, fllai ,l';!CI'iI'UII aid fa the 
Saigoll pohct' syslclIl, 0/ which 
W. ColllV is Ol1e 0/ the main 
/JroJJlotn:s, has beell raised sillce 
1q()7 to Ilearly 132 m.illioJ/ dol­
hirs, alld the Paris _'!greeJllellt 
has not ill the least a/jected Iilis 
aid. According to -,",'enator t'd­
,,'arci KenJledy, jor tile 1973-
1974 fiscal year, it incluctbs 
8,8 tnillion dollars jar ICeapOJls 
and amm1fnition, 1.5 million 
dollars for mea11S of cOlillnuni­
catioH, 256,000 dollars jortrain­
ing oj policemen, and 8(J9,OOO 

dollars lor elect-ronic com!Jtt­
tel's des{gned /01' controlling the 
aciivities oj 80 per cent at Ihe 
population living in the US­
Saigon zone oj cOlltrol, 

With this C'S aid, the Thien 
clique is continuing to step up 
its police and mopping-up oper­
ations ill the areas ·ullder its 
control, and the land-grabbiHi! 
operations, artillery attacks and 
air raids against the liherated 
zone. 

Pltblic opinion had hardly 
recovered Iro}}z the shock caused 
by the massacre oj schoolchil­
dren in a prinwry school at Cai 
Lay-and no one any longer 
has doubts oj Saigon'S respon­
sibility Jar this odious crillle -
than there 1,;'as a nell' zl/orrv i1l 
[he tension created b\, Tlti;/I- ill 
connection If)ith the~ TOllg Le 
Chan a/lair. Tong Le Chan, a 
:-,'a£gon military base sihtated 
() II the Cantbodian border, has 
loug served as a starting point 
jor land-grabbing operations 
and a gniding cc'nlre for shelling 
and bombing the liberated zone. 
In order to Plt11ish the Saigon 
Iroops stationed there, the 
PLAF, ajter many 7l'arnillgs, 
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cllcircled the base (llid snbjectcd 
,if fo heat!V bombardmeJlt. On 
April 12 tIle hesief!.i'd troops had 
to iaA'c tu flight, leavil/g hehind 
IIIUIIY <i>'oltlldcd alld a large 
amoullt 0/ 'Z;/ar m.alerial. Theil 
.''';aigoJl jJlanes /leu: 30 bom,bill!!. 
s'orlies (J','er Tong [c ('hall alld 
accordillg /0 fl'esterll corres­
pOlldCl/ts literally Itwllrd it to 
the grolfnd. 

in a (J.·ell-orclteslra!ed propa­
ganda call1paz'gJl) Il'ash i /I r,! 0 1/ 

alld Saigoll described the T(JIlg 
l~e Chan Incident as a large­
scale a/tack hI' Ihe j' L1F, sJtp­
porLed hv Laliks, 'i...'ith a vie'l(: to 
captnrilif!, tlte bast. That (cas a 
pSy'l~'ar trick aimed at diz'erting 
jJithlif aitelltioll fro/JI the Jlei.V 
,)-poin! proposal PHi jorward 
hy the PRG, alld at creating a 
new tellsion and 'lEar psychosis 
tl-hich, Thieuhoped, ll:'onld make 
it easier [0 geL COJ/gress appro­
'('a! jar American militarv aid 
credits, -

For sez'eraL snccessive davs, 
nnder the pretext of taking're­
taliatory JIICClS-Ures against the 
altack all TOllg Le Cizan, Sai­
gon pIa lies sat'agely bombed 
Lac Xinh illld otizer liberated 
areas "'illil/g and (,"oltJldiug 
lJZany people'. 'j'he P HG mili­
tary delegation at Tall SOI/ J.Vhat 
sa'U: their prii-'iLeges alld imnw­
l1ities '-'Iolaled: their telephone 
and air communications zoere 
suspended and all contact ,"'ith 
the press r"t ojj. The work of 
the Joint J1ilitary COll1mission 
,"'as sabotaged and the La Celie 
Sail1t Cloltd Conference "nilat­
erally postponed sine die by 
the -"'aigo If side, 

jJeclaratioJls by Kissinger or 
actions hy [hiett, both are part 
oj the same USdesign to 1f,se every 
possible means to im,pose neo­
colonialislll 011 S'oltth Viet i.Va11l, 

lIm,'e'ver, in this part 0/ tlze 
7C'arld Idzere the peoples have 
gil'eII proof 0/ their abihly to 
resist the sclzemes 0/ imperiaL­
ism, Washington does not hold 
all the cards. 

[n fa()s, despite US ejjorls 

to sahotage file peace and na­
h(mal cOllcord sr£pl£lated by till: 
Febntary 21, 1973 J'ientiane 
,-If!,reeJ/lflll) a jJ}'()(-'isl'onal G01,'­
Cfllll/elli ui Natiollal C'nion 
Wid a Sali~Jllll Political COlt1l­

cil oj Coalition were formed, 
zeitll the particihalioll, , un all 

equIII /Ili)/iut!" oj fhe patriotic 
.forces. 'File ITietllamese peopLe 
rejoice at the great SHccess 0/ 
the .iraterllal Lao people and 
FI/d ill til is a source oj enco-ur­
agelllell~' jar tlleir ou'n str'Hggle. 

hi Cambodia the u'ar contin­
lies, dire to TVashillgton's olJ­
stl'llllte refusal to recogui::e the 
fundamental national rights oj 
the Caml)()dian peoPle.nut mil­
ifar,V operations arc taking a 
tltrn olreioltsl'\' ja'v01trable fa the 
patriotic jorces . .Ifter tI" /all 
oj U"dong, the old Kln})er royal 
capital, Kompong Luong has 
bee}) the next to be liberated. Ii 
is }/otCZt"orlizy that American 
C-1 30 planes, from their base 
in napao, Thailand, lza,'e been 
dropping jood supPlies a})d lwar 
material to the Lon Nol troops 
besieged in this toz~'J/, only 2gkm 
north oj Phnom Penh. The US 
Embassy remains the general 
headquarters for military opera­
lions oj the puppet troops; 
.ilmerican and nn}£tar'v aid to 
Cambodia this year In"ll amount 
to 350 millio}) dollars. All this 
zr..:ill }lot saz'e TVashington's 
henc/nnel1 irom defeat. or cLose 
their ranks, tor;/ aparL hy 
internal rills. 

As regards !he res/'stallce, Llle 
prestige oj the SL 'Ff{ cued the 
HGi.VUC has reached a JIew 
height w'ith J'ice- Premier Khien 
,Sam-phoJ! 's /irst 'visit to Ira/er­
nal ('o'nntries, and ,Iirs/ of all, 
the DRVN. 

In the sallie E'(lV fhe '[,Isits bv 
ORVN Premier - Plzam 1 "att 
Dong to Belgrade and StocldlOim 
(after he had ,'isited Hat'ana 
and Algiers) slzolC' that the 
strnggle 0/ the Vietnamese and 
other illdochiJlese peoples is 
cnjoyi1lg Llle great sympathy and 
support oj jJrogl'cssl1le mankind. 
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Third Coalition 1n 
• Laos 

THIS is the third time in [7 years that a coalition 
guvcrnmcnt has been formed in ncighbuunng 
Laos. Each coaJitioo goycrnrnent marks a 

progress for th(' national, peace and dem Jcratic 
lorc-(':-; in Lad,,, and a setback for the ('S imperial­
ists in their attempt to implant nco-c;)10nialism 
in the" (lnc l\lillion Elephants" country. 

The first coalition government \vas s('t up in 
[957. The Gem'va Agreements signed in 1951- recog­
nized the sovereign1y, imlcpenricnce, unity and 
territorial integrity of Lao,<;; it recognized also the 
political position (If the Pathct Lao in the Kingdom 
and Sam Neua and Phongsaly as hvo provinces of 
regroupment of the patriotic forces. After repelling 
the attacks of the rightist army, the Pathet Lao, 
giving proof of their good\vill and spirit of nation­
al concord, signed the Vientiane Agreements in 
1956- I 95 7, reinstated the royal administration in 
the two provinces of regroupment, merged the 
patriotic armed forces in the national army, and 
participate(l in the coalition government in which 
the IJathet I,ao had two portfolios. Among the 
docnnwnts signed was a protocol on the foreign 
policy uf peace and neutrality which had an his­
toric significance: in fact, this was thc first time 
that the fi\'c principles of peaceful coexistence and 
the tt'n principles of the Bandung Conference 
were formally written down in an important doc­
unwnt of a country of the third world. However, 
the l TS soon began' to sabotage this coalition gov­
ernmtcnt, (;raham IJarsons, I:S :\mbas,:ador, admit­
ted: " I struggled for sixteen months to prevent 
a coalition." \Vhat IJarsons did was in agreement 
with the policy (Jf Dulle::;, then Secretary of State 
in the Eisenhower administration who once said 
that lH'utralitv was "immoral." On orders from 
the .\mericans, the tr()op::; of the reactionaries en­
circled and disarmed the two Pathet Lao Battalions 
NUl and 1\"2, and arrested J':>rince SO:lphanouvong 
and other I:'athct Lao leaders, after overthrowing 
tIl(' cClalitioll gm"ernment in August 195R. 

Ho\\"ever, under the leadership of the Lao Pa­
triotic Front, the I.au people rapidly shifted to 
arull'cl struggle combinc'(l with political actions. 
The Jlat[wt Lao Bilt talion N'\~ successful break­
through ot· the enemy encirclement, the wonderful 
escape of Ll J1" leaders from priscn and the coup d'etat 
staged by S,lll}(' army units in Vientiane in August 
{I)60 - all thc:-;e are clear proofs of the indomitable 
spirit of till' Lao people. The debacle suffered at 
:\am Tha in ! q6·2 by the ('1 A strong man Phoumi 
L\()savan led to the signing of the 10G2 Geneva 
Agreements un Laos and til(' formation of the scc-

NU :.q - :\Jay 1974 

ond coalition government in which the LPF had 
two ministers and t wu vicc-ministers, while the 
patriotic neutralists were given a number of minis­
tries. After Cuba, the Laos set hack in 1962 was the 
hardest blo-w dealt to US neD-colonialism on a 
world scale. But the Americans would not accC'pt 
defeat. The rightist troops continuell to encroach 
up;:m the liberated zone, While in Vientiane still 
under the control of the reactionaries, the coalition 
g,wernment was paralysed. The assassination of 
Foreign l\linistcr Quinim Pholsena in April 1963 
heralded the impending storm. A coup d'etat staged 
by the rightist clements, succeeded in overthrowing 
the coalition government (April 1964). One month 
later, the LiS started their air war in Laos ·while 
continuing the special ground \var, \vith the rightist 
troops as cannon-fodder. 

Howerer, in the liberatecl areas which covered 
two-thirds of the national territory and were inhab­
ited by half the Laos population, the patriotic 
forces' lea(lers conducted a heroic resistance war 
foiling all the aggressive schemes of the US to 
which Thailand lent an active hand· The rightist 
troops, Vang Pao's " special forces" and the Thai 
mercenaries were powerless in lace of the might 
of the patriotic armed forces· Three and a half 
million ton::; of bombs, dropped by the L·S, could 
not prevent the liberated zone from expanding 
over to four-fifths of the national territory, includ­
ing important strategic areas such as the Plain 
of lars and the Bolovens Plateau. The result was 
that Juhnsoll's " special war, " greatly intensified by 
Nixon, sufferect an ignominious defeat. On February 
'2I, 1973, one month after the conclusion of the Paris 
Agreement on Viet Nam an agreement was signed in 
Vientiane to restore peace and achieve national 
concord in Laos. 

Hut the es imperialists rE'lll<llll obdurate· The 
struggle for the implementation of the Vientiane 
Agreement has heen <l. long and fierce one. The 
ultra-rightists Zltt('mpted a cuup on August 20, 1973 
in an attempt to undermine the agreement, and 
only after it had ended in fiasco, was the protocol 
to the agreement signed on September 14, I973. 
After another difiicult tug-of. war, agreement was 
finally reached on the neutralization of the cities of 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang, paving the way for 
the setting up of 1\vo highest State organs, namely 
the Prm:isional Government of National Fnion and 
the 1\ational Political Council of Coalition pending 
general elections. 

The fact t hat in these two bodies the patriotic 
forces have a membership and a position equal to 
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those of the Vientiarw side is indicative of the 
growth and. decisiyC' rok of the patriotic forces, 
compared with tll(' previolls two coalitions. 
The liberatC'd zone has lx·en recognized de jure and 
de facto, and this is allot her big stride- forward. 

But the main pn gn'ss 11;lS been in the gro\vth 
al:d unity of the patriotic forces, guided by a sound 
political line and strellgtjiCned by the co-ordinatcd. 
struggle of the other 1)('op1('s of Induchina and the 
sympathy and support ut progressiyc peoples of the 
world. 

Inversely, the rpactionary forCf's set' their ranks 
wcakened and split up. The time- of such" Young 
Turks" as Phoumi Nos(l.Yan and Siho is definitive­
ly oyer. Phaui SananikoJle too has lost all prestige. 
/\. new phenomenon has appeared in urban centres: 
a seething movement of struggle for justice, peace, 
national concord is sprealling among yarious sec­
tions of the population, especially among school 
and college students. Prince Souphanouvong was 
escorted by three hundred Honda-riding yo~ths al~ng 
a fonr kilometres lung stretch of road Imed \vIth 
cheering people "\,·hen he returned to the capital c.ity 
of Vientiane after an cle .... cn-year absence: nothlllg 
could express more vividly the invincible might of 
the pa.triotic forces, which stems from the masses. 

For many years, th(' deyelopmcnt in Laos ~ms 
been closely associated with the general SItUatIOn 
in this part of the world especially in Viet Nam. 

When the Americans egged on their henchmen to 
sabotage the first Lao coalition government in 1957, 
it was also the time when Ngo Dinh Diem acceler. 
ated the" denounce Communists, kill Communists" 

campaign, dragging his guillotine through the coun­
try to behead South Vietnamese patriots. When the 
Americans mounted a coup d'etat in 1964 to over­
thruw the second coalition government in La-os and 
started the ail· war against the Lao liberated areas, 
it was also the time when they were scheming to 
stage the "Tonkin Gulf incident" to give them­
selves a pretext for unleashing their planes against 
North Viet Nam and introducing the GIs en masse 
into South Viet Nam. 

On the other hand, the progress made by the 
Lao patriotic forces gave an impulse to the comn~on 
movement in the region. The solution of neutrahty 
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adopted for Laos in r 962 was a satisfa.ctory pn'ct'. 
dent for the seHienwllt of the Viet Nam qUf'stion 
proposed by the PRe ill tlw P;tt"i" talkS', \\·hich il1-
c1udcd the fnrmatioll of a tripartite goYct"nJllC'llt fol-
100\·ing a furcign p:Jlicy or peace and neutrality. Thc 
debacle suffered by the Saigon puppet army on the 
Road 9 - Southern Laos front in I97I, the result of 
the ('xcC'llent co-ordination bf'tw{'('n the- armed forcl's 
awl pf'ople of Viet Nam anll Laib, was a prelude 
to the bankruptcy of the" VietnamizatioTl " of tIlt' 
war, and cf('atp(j conditions for the I972 strdieg1c 
Offe-llSiYe in South Viet Naill. 

Clearly, t.he success ach ieYed l>y the Lao pf'oplC', 
like that of the Vietnamese and Khmer {woples, has 
also exerted a good influence on the sit:Jatioll in 
Thailand where the pro-l~S, militarist dictatorial 
government of Thallom and Praphas ·was finally 
toppled. This e\·cnt in Thailand was heartily ,,·el­
corned by the people of Laos and the other pC'oples 
of T ndochina. 

The Vietnamese people have always desired a peace. 
ful Laos along the western frontier of their coun. 
try, a Laos with which we maintain relations of 
friendship and co-operation, which is not a ne\v-type 
colony and a US military base capable of becoming 
a threat to our country. _.\ peaceful and neutral 
Laos is ever closer to becoming a. reality after three 
coalitions. \\Tc hig111y \'alllC this progress which is 
beneficial to Vif't ::-\am as wcll as to other coulltries 
in this part of the world. 

The pl·esent satisfactory development ill Laos is, 
of course, exerting a healthy influence on broad 
sections of tl1E' urban popUlation n mlcr Thien's 
control. What, one wonders, now stands in the way 
of the realization of peace and national concord in 
South Viet Nam, now that Laos is taking that road? 
Of course, this further exposes the :\guyen Van 
Thieu clique who are sabotaging the Paris Agree­
ment and attempting to suppress tht' PRe a.ml Uw 
thinl political force in South Viet :\all1. 

We warmly welcome the deVelopment of the si· 
tuation in Laos, but we do not have any illusions 
about it. The Objective of American imperialist 
pOlicy in Indochina has remained unchangeu: to 
maintain nco-colonialism t.hen..'. They have not end­
ed their involvement in Laos: thousancls of US 
militarymen in ciYilian clothes (Lrc still carrying on 
concealed operations in th;lt country; {TS military 
aid continues to pour into Laos to the tUlle ()f 300 
million dollars a year, that is six time.., mor(' than 
in 1962; a considerable number of Thai troops art' 
still stationed there. The US \Nar of aggression in 
Cambodia is fiercer than eyer, while in South Vid 
),am, the Saigon puppet army, ma.intainf'el ,mel 
commanded by .·\mericans, continues to launch oper­
ations of "pacification" antleIlcroachmentagaillsl 
the liberated ZUlH.' •. -\ll this calb fiiI" hci;.-;htene,l \ igi­
lance OIl the part (If our J)(>ople and the·brother Lan 
p{'ople. 

However, looking back on the thn'(· "nCCf'SS1\"{' 
coalition governments and on tll{' \\'hol(~ situation in 
this region, we ma.y sa.y tha.t in Laos as ill Vi(~t 
Nam, though tIll' march of history, at time", may 
suffer some dt'lavor ha.ve to t;).ke ;1 /"ilundab"ut 
way, it cannot be' reYCTsed 
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On April 4, 1974 the King of Laos Sri Savang Vathana, 
-furmal1y im:ested: 

• The National Poli tical Council of Coalition (42 mem· 
bers: 16 from the Patdoti~ Force.s side, 16 from the Vien­
tiane side and 2 chosen by mutual agreement of the two 
sides) with Prince Souphanouvong (Patriotic Forcel) as its 
President. and Sisoumang Sisaleumsak (Vientiane side) and 
Khamsouk Keola (Patriotic Forces, who is also the Council'. 
Secretary General) its Vice_Presidents i 

• The Provisional Government of National Union, headed 

by Prince Souvanna Phouma (Vientiane side) with 24 other 
members (I 1 from the Patriotic Forces side, 1 1 from the Vien­
tiane side and 2 chosen by mutual agreement of the two 
sides) including 2 Vice-Premiers: Phoumi Vongvichit (Patriotic 
Forces) and Leuam Insisiengmay (Vientiane side). 
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FACTS AND EVENTS 
------------------ ---------- - ---

Prime l'vIinister 
Pham Van Dong 
and Presz'dlJllt 

Houari 
Boumed~'en1/,e 

country to ri~e up, anns in hand, 
and make use 01 revolutionary 
violence to :-;l11ash counter-reyolu­
tic nary violence and liberate 
itsclf. Algeria has been the grave­
digger of an old colonialist imper­
ialism. " 

Tllat fraterni ty and solidarity 
arc beill~ strengthened day by 
day; the struggle against imper­
ialism and nco-colonialism, the 
building of <l new economy and 
culture are tics which bind the 
two peoples together despite the 
distance separating them. The 
reception given by the Viet­
namese people to President Bcm­
mediellne and the :·\Jgerian dele­
gation during their visit to the 
DRV'I\ were a yibrant response 
to the enthusi8.stic greeting and 
passionate cheering of the Alger. 
ian crowd ,dlich welcomed the 
Vietnamese guests 11r Nguyen 
HUll Tho, 11 me :r\guyen Thi Binh. 
In April f97{, twenty years after 
Dien Bien Phu, Premier Pham 
Van Dong ,vas greeted in Algiers 
and other localities in Algeria as 
a brother and a friend. 

VIET NAM-ALGERIA 

All Vietnamese know that the 
Algerian Democratic People's 
Hepublic is the first African 
government to recognize the 
South Vi€t Narn :'\FL and the 
PRG of the RSV:-". o\t every 
international furum _\lgerid bas 
always raised hel" voict' tn support 
the Vietnamese people and con­
demn US aggression in Viet >-:am. 
.\t the nOll-aligned countrie:-,' sum­
mit conference !jeJd ill .\lgiers 
1973, at the Conft'rCllce for the De­
velopment of Internationalliuma­
nitarian Law in Geneva in 1974, 
the A.lgerian (~ovemm(~nt llnequi­
,·ocally ddended the just cause 
and position of the Vietnames(' 
people. C'S imperialism has used 
pressure alld blackmail but has 
never been able to break that 
sacred tie uniti 11 g our two peo­
ples. For their part, the Viet­
namese people understand that 
Algeria is at the frontline of the 
struggle now being ,yaged by the 
Arab peoples against Israel and 
imperialism; the resounding vic­
tories ,von by the . \ rab peoples 
since October T973 are reganh~d 
by the VietnamC'se people as 
their own, and Oll their behalf, 
Premier 1 )ham Van I)ong express­
ed unrescn'ed support to Alge­
ria's p,-.)sitioIlS and theses. These 
noble words of President Bnurrl('­
dienne on r.larch 6. ]{)7.~ in Hall,)i, 

T'\lE"NTY years ago, when the 
French garrison at Dif'll 
Bien 1)hu surrendered, a 

great clamour of joy rose from 
all (wer the towns and country­
side of Algeria; ~peakiTlg in Hanoi 
on ::'.larch 6, 1974, President 
Houari Boume(licnne rec,llied 
thai the AIgnian peopk regarded 
that ... -ietory as their (l\nl. Un tIll' 
other side, is the[e allY Viet­
names!: \\"110 cannot n'mcmbcr 
'with emotion the strikes and 
demonstrations staged o'Ver ,\ 
period of years by the dockers in 
Oran and the populatioll of th(' 
Algerian cities in support nf the 
VietnameSR people's struggle £or 
national liberation? 

\Vhile the Algerian lwopk \\'('n' 

waging thcir O\vn war of n,ltional 
liberation, the Vietnanwse people 
,vcre entering a ne,,,' stage of their 
struggle, that of countering lIS 
intervention and neo-colonialist 
aggression, Once again, the two 
peoples, waging the same struggle 
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OIl bvo different fronts, felt 
closely bound to each other. Th(: 
coal miners in Hongay, the doc~ 
lwrs ill r Lliphong vied with one 
another in making the "month 
of solidarity and support for thE' 
.\lgerian people" a SU'Ccess; in 
South Viet NaIll, an "Algeria" 
battalion was set up during the 
war of liberation against the 
AnlCricans. 

Clearly that fraternity and 
solidarity between the two 
peoples cif \lgeria and Viet ~am, 
marked by the blood of the 
countless heroes fallen for the 
great cause {if independence and 
freedom. arc indestructible. \Vhile 
President l~uull1edienne recalled 
in Ha.noi that "you [the Viet­
namese people J were the moving 
power behind one of the greatest 
leaps forward which has marked 
the changes in the contemporary 
world, " Premier Pham Van DOllg, 
on his side, exclaimed in ~\lgiers : 
"Algeria was the first African 
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went to the hearts of all Viet­
namese : 

"The ,\lgerian pedpk arc COlIS­
cillUs ot' tIl(' efforts you bavc 
made in concert with the PRC; of 
the H_SV:-":, to implement the Paris 
:\greement. They <lre aware of 
tlw violations of that agreement 
by the US gc'\'(;rnmcnt and the 
Saigon puppet administration, 
Tlut is why \n.' once again c1e~ 
mand till: ':itrict and loyal irnple~ 
mentation of all pro\'isiulls of 
that agn'l'IlKnt, chiefly the stipu-

lations regarding the cease-fire, 
the release of political <letainces 
amI guarantee of democratic 
liberties., 

"Faithful to the lm'morV uf 
their martyrs and to their re\-oll1-
tionary traditions, and conscious 
of the changes no\\" bcing '\\Tougbt 
in thE' w(lrld the Vietn;-lllH'se and 
Algerian peaples ,\-ill turther 
strengthen their co-operation and 
solidarity in order to play tlwi t­
full role in the settkmcIJt {If 
major international problem. 

VIET NAM YUGOSLAVIA 

lwaceful reullificHti(,n (If Viet 
Nanl. To :-.h()\\- hcr solidarity with 
the Vietnamese people, Yugosla­
yia llcclared her readiness to con~ 
tribute to the ta-,k of healing the 
,\-ounds of \\-<11' awl the economic 
rehabilitaliclll ~llHl (levelopment 
of thc DRVN," The communique 
lays emphasis nl1 Yug(1<;b \"ja 's 
wholeheari('(l o;llpport of tlll" () 
points put j",Jrth on March 1.2, 
I()74 bv th(, Pl\.l~ of tilt' H_SV~, 
regarding thi:-. as a "proposal of 
particular importance to sol\"," tll<' 
urgent problems 111 SOJ.th Vll't 
:';alll and pave the \Va~' to a. poli­
tical settlement ()f th" South 
Viet Nam issue, in :lccnni<1l1c(" 
with the J>;His Agrcement ., (lur 

peopk warmly \yclC()IlH' th<' 
good rl':-.ults of the frien<lship visit 
of our go'\ VrIll1H'nt delegation to 
Yugoslavia and the consoli<lrl­
tion and development of friendly 
relations b<'h\·een the Vietnamese 
and Yugoslav pc('plcs. RECALLING President Ho Chi 

Minh's wish as exprcsc;ed 
in his Testament, Premier 

Pham Van Dong paid a visit to 
Yugoslavia from Aprils to 8,197.1 
tu thank, on behalf of our go\"­
ernnll'nt and people, the T.eague 
of Communists, tlw <';o'\"crn­
ment and people 01 Yugosla.\"ia 
fur their staunch support to our 
struggle against L:S aggression 
for national salvation. Premier 
Pham Van Dong praised tht, 
heroism an <I imlomitable spirit of 
tile Yugosla\ people in their 
r('si"tance against fascist aggre;.;­
:-.inn In \Vorld "Var fl, and hailed 
tlleir succe:-;:,> in bringing prosper­
itv to their C'_Hlntr\", and im­
pi-o'\"in.~ their material and cultur­
al life 

The Yugo:-.la\· leaders prai.,ed 
tlw undaunted and '\"ictori( us 
"trnggle of our pcople, and ::-,trong­
ly c()ll(lemned the Saigon admin­
istration, b~lCk('r1 by thE' .\mcri­
cans, tot- systematic,,-tlly '\"iolating 
tIl(' . Paris Agreement, thus prl'­
\ entll1g the restoration of peaCt-' 
ill South Viet ]\am and ,knying 
\ he Vietnamse people tlll' fruits 
()f their struggle. Presiclen 1 Dzernal 
Bijnlic said: " \Vc assure vou that 
Yugoslayia will continue to give 
whulehe~\rtcd support to the just 
o;truggle of till' Vietnamese 
people." 

The Viet :L\<lm - Yllg,:sla\ ia 
Joint Communique underlined 
that: " YugoslanLt staunchly 
supports the position of the 
DRVN Goyernment an(l ot tile 
PRG of the RSVN, which is to 
fully respect and seriously imph-­
mcnt the Paris Agreement on 
Viet NaIll and demand that the 
other side do the same. Yugos 
layia resolutely supports the 
Vietnamese people's strugglt; in 
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its new ::-,tage to preSCl'H' an <I 
consolidate peace, baild sc1cialisIll 
in the North, achie,\'e lnclepeml­
ence and clemocracv in the 
South and a<lvancl' t~m-ard the 

Prime _Minister 
PhaIR Van Dong 

and President 
IE. Tito 

E.rctrpts frulil the ~ han Dan 
ediftwiLlZ, issnc(l/ _Ipril to, 197+-

VIET NAM - SWEDEN 

W
HAT made SWC<lL'll, ,"country 

which is gcographically far 
away and politically diHer­

ent from Viet Nam, show concern 
for the struggle of the Vietnamese 
people and give their wholeheart+ 

cd support tu it ? In a. speech 
m.ule at a banquet giyen in hon~ 
our of Prime llinistcr Pham Van 
Dong (during his visit to Sweden 

(Continned OH page 10) 
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• 
In the Socialist Society 

W HA T does the q lH'StiUll of 
women's enl:LT1cip,ttioll and 
the aclllcvemcnt of equality 

oet\\-een 111('n and women imply 
in the present stage of the _'iociai_ 
iliit revolution in ~ortlJ Viet 
Narn ? It is clear that after the 
decisive victories of socialist 
tra,nsform.:ttion alld the establish­
ment of new relations in pro­
ductioll, the principal content of 
the struggle for the emancipation 
of ,vomen is mainly a struggle 
agalllst economic poverty and 
against the backward anel \v rong 
conceptions of women current 
in the old society; it IS a 
struggle to ensure the e\'e1'­
increasing p,lrticipahon of women 
in the management of the com­
munity and production, in a 
m;lIlIlcr con.lpatihlc \vit11 their 
characteristics and capability; 
to l~ghten house-holel work through 
ratIOnal re-organization of their 
life; to strive to r:eise women's 
political, educational, scientific 
and technicn.! standards. Thus 
in the socialist revolution, to 
emallcipatc women is in esseW5e to 
ensure their h~llest participation 
as cullecti1}e masters in all the 
three respects.' to be mastcrs 
0/ sudety, masters oj nature and 
I/!asters of thel1lselues. This is the 
content of the struggle for the 
emancipation of women in the 
period of transition to socialism. 

Only the socialist 1'cgime, 1hi~; 
new regime in llisto!y tn wllich 
e\'eryonl~ is master, call ('m.illci­
pate not on Iv tile ,,:hole s'lci(" Y 
but also c\'eiy indiyidua1 falllil:-~, 
bringing it ncw life tl' :-i' Jciet\­
and to (,<lch family and ILlnno 
nizing the interest ;\Ild happin{',;~ 
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At tlu: _tth G(J'Jlr;ress of Vidn.amese Women (Jlarch +-7, 1<)7+), 
I_e /Juan, Fiy:;t S'raetary of ii/(' Cell/raZ COlnll'ittee of the Viet .\aw 
1 Vorl,e1's , Pu'7t)', wade a speech U1J the Yelle 01 '{[Iomen as "(cilrciive 
master" of the n~,tJ socidy. Follorolnli are excerpts from his 
speech 

()f ('"\"l'ry family \\-ith that of 
SI)Cll't y'. Fllrtherl1lore, the regime 
of collccti\"l~ mastership not only 
prolw)tcs women to be Ina.stel.'" 
lJ1 SOCiCl\- and of the State, it 
also C1T<I/es l»ndiiiolls for them 
to become masters of nature alld 
of themseh'C's and to make eYer 
greater strides forward. Thl~rcforl' 
to establish a socialist regimc 
of collectiye masters is in .full 
agreement with the intNests 
anel aspirations of \ ...... omen and 
is a basic way by which \VOrnell 
can become completely emanci­
pated. Of coursC', thal lofty 
calise can be "brought about only 
by the successful imp]cml'll­
tatioll of the Ihn'c rCYOllltiolls 
(tlw revolutioll ill relati'.ns of 
production, tl10 tecllllic;t1 re"\"(J­
lutirm ;mel tllf' ideologic;!] ;111,] 

cLIitura1 revuhltknl. <l.nd the 
transiormatiolll)[ b,u,;k\\ ,tnl small­
scale productioll into hu-ge-sc,Lle 
socialist product iUIl. 1.enin h'1-; 
p()inted out: "Only \dlf'll <:tnd 
wherr a stnlggle by the lllas<.;E'S 
(under the leaclenihip of the 
proletariat ill pIJ\\"er) h,\...; begl1tl 
against that ~lllall family cum­
OlllY, or father 'lilly \\'hell 
there is a transformation n£ the 
whole :-ilUall ecnnorny illto ,l 
socialist economy Oll a large 
scale, can there be a real st;nt in 
the emancipatioll of women and 
can there be real COtlllll1111 i~lll. " 

III tli;Jt n'\'dIUli(l!]di'Y e<tlb(', 
C,lllSl' llll)~j' ([car 1,J tile women 
1 h(·lllc:('h('~. thf'v must st:'."iv(' ll) 

m.ikv )1" ,grec;~. They lllil"! cagt'rly 
Ill;\!"C!] j'll"\\anl, U\'l'r(;( llle' ;J~l 

diff\(':I11tih ~IJld ub..,lack-.;, CLI'(I d 
iL\\-;lY ,",ltl! all~' illfl'ri,jrity c"1l11Jk" 
at!'! Sl'~ f-c()ll1placenc\', \Yith :,11 
tlieir c;trt'tlgth illlri' inkl1igcJlc(·. 

let un!" \\'UIl\Cll ris(' up <to-; <l 

dynamic force, tu h;lsten the 
pro.cess () r bu ildillg a new 
rcglffie, a new ecollulny ,mel a 
!1e\v mall so as to rencler our 
suciety truly JiIlt' and snperior, 
all(l to bring pro~perity and glory 
to till' Fath('dand; and happil1t'c;S 
to CVC1."y- family. Till:-; is it heavy 
respollsibility and a great 
l]{)llOUr f01' the \\"ol)1t'n'~ 1Jlo"\"e-
lllcnt in this new stage. 

tIl order til fulfil snch a lloble 
historic mission, the specially 
important ta"k of the wOHwn's 
movement in the North is" to 
lJnild a -nC,[I SLy,.I"':.r i>J,)!/ltln. " 

\Vhat" docs tl,:-> Lll\W?:\ 1\1:\\' 

woman is one WIIU fulfils satis!act­
.)rily her duty as a socialist citi­
ZC\l; a 'H)ll1an \· ... ho fulfils sat is­
f,lct()rity her ll(lble fUllction <lc; a 
Illl)thcr to\\'an1 her childn'll, an(l 
as a wife ill the family. It is tnH' 
that in any society a \\"uman is 
a citizen, a mother <lnd a wife. 

But there i" <l basic and -.;triking 
contrast betweell a c;bve citizen, 
<L hired labounT ill ;1 regime of 
privatI' ()\\"tlership and <t ,,()cialisl 
cilizen \\·ho is collecth ('Iv mast"l 
of the cummunitv a!Hl ul tilt' 
State; bct\veen ;; !ew:!alist or 
capitalist famil), and a Eocialist 
one; bet\\Tell a mothe!", it \vife in 
tile old society and a mother, ,\ 
\'dfl' In the '1H'\\ ont·. 111 (llll" 

n'gilllv, n,'l l'lll\C \\',)llJt'I1'" parti­
cipation in p!\blic ,dtai:'o.; (eco­
nnmic llJ:lllagC1l1t'nt awl St,lt,,­
!llanagenll'ntj bllt cven t ]j('il 
l'bildhirth, til(' bringil:g lip ,>\Hi 
c,lucatiol1 II[ tl1"il" chihh'_'tl, <l1~d 
1]'lil~elHlld \\LJrk. ;\11 it:-~lln](' ;1 

proi"oundly ",<1(:i;11 cli<1r<lctrr, ,\11<1 
;In' c1u.<.;cly n'latc<i 10 tlw :.;cncral 
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progre~s of society and constitutt~ 
an integral part of the cause of 
transforming the old society and 
building a new OIlt', 

\t prest'nt, after the gre-at yic­
tory of our rc,.;istrtnce war agal!1st 
US aggression for national salva­
tion, the Vietnam('~e revvilltion 
has entered a nev, stage in which 
the general tasks ot the ;\'urth as laid 
down by the 22nrl Ple~num of the 
Party's 'Central Commi.ttee are: 
to unite the entire people, strive 
to carry out socialist indust.rial~ 
ization, speed up the three revo­
lutions, build up l\.!orth Viet Nam 
and quickly, strongly ,wd stead­
ily lead it to socialism, combine 
closely economy with national 
defence, raise one's yigilance, 
stand ready to slllash all ma~ 
noeuyres of the US imperialists 
and their henchmen, strive to 
fulfil one's tlutv in the revolu­
tionarv struggle for the comple~ 
tion of indepencknce and democ­
racy in South Viet Nam, atl\'ance 
to"waro peaceful reunification of 
the }'atherland and fulfil inter­
nationalist obligations towards 
the Lao and Cambodian re\'olu~ 
tions. 

For the two years 1974-1975. 
the task 0/ the N oJ'th is to: rap~ 
idly complete the healing of 
the war "\vounds, strive to reha~ 
bilitate and develop the econ~ 
amy, promote culture, con­
tinue to build the material and 
technical base of socialism, con­
solidate the socialist relations of 
prcduction, and the socialist 
regime in every aspect, stabi­
lize the economic situation 
and the people's life, strenglhen 
national (lefence, and strin' to 
fulfil the obligation.s t()wanls 
the heroic South. 

To fulfil the dLlty of a Viet­
namese citizen who loyes her 
country and o;ocialism, every 
\\,omall should do her utmost to 
conl1'ibllte tu the achicvement of 
this general tasks. 

N0\\'adays, the women's labour 
force accounts for more than 
00% of the total labour force in 
agriculture, 42% of the total 
number ot workers and employ­
ees, 52% of handicraft workers, 
ne':Lrly 60% in commerce, nearly 
60% in the public health service, 
<j2(~<) in eelucation, etc. \\I'ith their 
IMrticipation in all braIH.JH'S of 
our national econom'i, \\"ith thl~ir 
indust riousness anel their capacity 
to endure through all kind's of 
weather, Victname~c \\'0nwn 
should become thc real CUlT of 
the IllO\'Cment of labour, pr()(luc­
Hon and tJlrift for sneialist c',lns­
truction, f[ \\'e formerly spared 
llO sacrilices and de\'oted our 
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li\'cs to the struggle for the intk­
pendence and fn'c(lom of our 
Fatherland, we nov,' stand ready 
tn t1~e all our physical and intei­
lcctual po\ver for the cause of 
national con~trl1ction. If formerl\c 
Vietnamese women have addecl 
glorious pages to the history of 
ollr nation's fight against foreign 
inYasion, the\, are now all t 1w 
more capable, with their cons­
cious and crerd i \"(' labour, of 
making worthy contributions to 
glorify our cuuntry :tllll to elimi­
nate po\'erty and backwanlness 
and all negative and unhealthy 
manifestations \\"hich are in con~ 
tradiction to the nature of our 
regime and the lines and policies 
of our Part:,>' and State. 

In our society. when speaking 
of labour we should lay emphasis 
on labour with technique, organi~ 
zation and niscipline, for labour 
in our regime must have high 
producti\'it:,>'. it must turn out 
much material wealth for our­
selves and for society, for the pres­
ent generation and the genera­
tions to come. Labour \vith­
out technique or without 
high productivity is primitive 
labour at variance with the nature 
01 our socialist labour. Therefore, 
more than anybody else, our 
women should strive to study, 
unceasingly raise their protes~ 
sional standards, master science 
and technique, set good examples 
in the observance of lab,)ur disci­
pline, criticize the hired-labour at­
titude, idleness, laziness and slug­
gishness. So many heroines and 
model w»men \vorkers in \'arious 
economic and cultural branchcs 
ha\'e displayed a new style in 
labour al\d eloquently testified to 
the women labourers' great capa­
bilities. The question is how to 
mobilize, ab.)\·c all how to organ­
ize and m,wage them, 

,·\s gu )(1 citi:ZClb in 0.11" society 
\vho ma k(' np a l<1rge Jorce of the 
popnlatiull, \v(lInen should playa 
worthy roll' in the management 
of socidy and thc State. At prcs~ 
cnt, ill our National Assembly, 
301}':) of the tlcputies an: women 
and in the people's councils the 
proportion tIl 40%, There are So 
\'icc-Chairwomen antI women 
members in provincial adminis­
trative committees, marc than 
3,000 chairwomen and vice-chair­
women of district and \'illage 
administrative committees; 130 
managers or deputy~managers of 
factories, L ,200 college lecturers, 
nearly 7'()(U presidents or vice­
president,; of agricultural co-opera~ 
ti\"(~s. This is a big stritlc fonvanl 
in tlH' \\'omen's movement, indi­
c;\ti\"(.' of the equality bcbveen 

men and women and of the latter's 
role ,lS collecti\"e masters of our 
socicty. In th(' clays to come, we 
should creat(' fayonrable com1i­
t ions for \\'omen to participate 
more efficiently in the manage­
ment of economy antI the State. 

Our Party alld State hope that 
this Congres.::i will concentrate its 
discu,;sioll (~m finding out all meas­
ures in ([rOL1,;[' an effen'esccnt 
I'evolutionary spirit among wom­
en, and together \vitll the Trade 
Vnions amI the YO.lth t:nion 
strongly step up the movement 
of labuur production and thrift 
for tlw building of socialism, for 
the kith-amI-kin South and for the 
reunifi<:ation of the country. 

The woman is at the same time 
a citizC'll. a worker in society, and 
a wife, a mother. Only if we see 
all these aspects can "\ve make a 
correct assessment of the \,>,mIlen's 
problem, correctly sol\'e the tasks 
of women's emancipation and 
thoroughly understand the wom­
en's movement. To speak of 
the wife, the mother, is to speak 
of the fami.ly. The question of 
women's emancipation is closely 
associated with the building of a 
new, socialist family. 

The family is a natural cell of 
society, a form of existence of 
human liIe. Without the family 
t here can be no reproduction of 
man himself antI the society can­
not survive and develop, 

As a product of society, the 
family has den'loped togetht?r 
with the evolution of society. The 
socio~economic conditions in any 
historical period is the factor 
\""hich decides the character antI 
structure of the family, In {'xploit­
ing societies, the family was 
based on pri\'ale interes1:-o; an<1 
therefore it gave birth to the 
principle "the husband ellIs the 
tune," in a feuda] f;lmily and the 
principle "hand o\"er the nWl'ey 
first" in capitalist marriage. 
These inhuman principles bnmght 
untold sufferings and humiliation 
to \'inmen. 111 socialist sl";'cietv, 
which abrogates the regime i)l 
private ownership, opprt'ssion 
and exploitation, the family IS 
built on equality ann re:\.l hwe 
between husband antI \vife. The 
family is no longer an economic 
unit . as in former societies of 
small-scale, indi\'idual production. 
.'\s an essential expression of so~ 
cialist sentiment and "irtue, the 
family now carries out functions 
which are indispensable to the 
life an(l den'lopment of the ne\v 
society. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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(CoUiJd(eJ from plge K) 

from Apl'il 8 to II 197-1- - hA.) 
Premiel' Oluf Palnw said:" TIl(' 
struggle of thl' \,idname;;e jlt'Uple 
syml.hlli7.vs tlw struggl(' (If a 
people determined to rlefelH! its 
national independence and its right 
to decide its own future at -ali 
costs. It hu,; launched a generation 
throughout the world on tIle' path 
to political cunsciousness." The 
Premier stressed that President 
Ho Chi Minh's well-known saying 
'nothing is more precious than 
independence an(1 freedom' cons­
titute" a fundamental principle 
for all small <111(1 medium-sized 
countries in search of national 
independence. 

VIET NAM ~ SWEDEN 

With this IhJlitical conscious­
ness, the Swedish people have 
united \vitll Vietnamese people 
antI wholeheartedly and unreser­
vedly support their just struggle. 
In recent years people of all walks 
of life, the Left Communist Party, 
the Social Democratic Party and 
man;,r other political parties anel 
organizations iu S\veuen have en­
thusiastically taken- part in, and 
responded to, the nlOvement~ in 
support of Viet Naill, turning 
them into the largest mass move-

Prill/I' Annista Pham T--'Yan D('Ii~' 

and Swetii.c.h F'rt'!II ic) 

010/ JJal nu'. 

Illents e\'pr kllow]] in tlleir coun­
try. Togctlwr with tile Swedish 
people, the Swedish Government 
took sides with Viet Nam and 
condemned the US imperialist 
aggret;sors. After the historic 
victory of the Vietnamese people, 
the Swedish Government and 
peoplp continue to support Viet 

STOCKHOLM 
CONFERENCE 

INTERNA TIONAL 
ON VIET NAM 

" L-\ST year the world witness­
ed systematic violations 
of se~·eral pro\'isions of the 

Paris .--\greement by the Saigon 
administration aided and abetted 
by the US government. In the 
prescnt difficult situation, we 
feel it our duty to side v,,'ith the 
Vietnamese people, to afford them 
the greatest assi>;tance to rebuild 
their country, to give firm 
support to them in the political 
field so that their struggle for 
peace, ireedom, national intle­
pendencc and democracy may 
he cro-wned with success. " 

This was the declaration made 
by .l\-fr~ Birgitta Dahl, acting 
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President of the Stockholm Con­
ference un Viet ~am, President 
of t.he Swedish Committee for 
Solidarity with Viet l\am, at the 
opening session of the Interna­
tional Conference on Viet ~am, 
held in Stockholm from IHarch 
29 to 31, HJ74, attended by 30n 
delegates from 5-1- countries. 

The determination of all honest 
people in the world is reflected 
in these statements as in the Con­
ference resolutions \\' hich demand 
that the US put an end to all its 
military involvement and inter­
ference in the internal affairs of 
South Viet ~am and that the 
Saigon administnltioll fnlly im-

NaIll by dem;mdillg that tht' LiS 
and Saigon Administrations im­
plement the Paris Agreement and 
at the same time actively help 
the Vietnamese people restore 
and develop their economy. 

Exccypts IJ'om the Nhan Dan 
editorial, issue oj April 13. 1974. 

pIc'ment the tllree urgent points: 
complete cease-fire, return of all 
detained military and civilian 
personnel and gu::tran tee of dt'mo­
cmtie libertic'.c;. 

The (i-point proposal made on 
1-iarch 22, 1974 by the PRG of the 
RSV~ was regarded b5" tIle con­
ference as an important initiativc 
to achieve peace and national 
concord in South Viet Nam on 
thE' basis of the Paris Agreement. 

The convening and the success­
ful conclusion of the Stockholm 
I nternationnal Conference on Viet 
Nam testifies to Washington's fai­
lure to drop the Viet Nam question 
out of sight and to present the 
hostilities there as an insignifi­
cant" civil war. " Once again, it 
has been clearly shown that the 
tension in South Viet J\am stems 
from CS neo-colonialist ambition. 

VIET N\M CO[1I<[EI< 



FACTS AND ~VENT$ 
()l "snffcring, corruption, repn's­
sinn and fear" "so character­
istic of the' Thien regime. " 

To Die 

MH 1{()DEWf H.\:\S( ):\l, a 
::\c'w York lawyer, had a 
son \\-110 fought in Viet 

~am .. \s e\"('ryl.)()dy kno\\'s, tht' 
Vit,t ).,am W;I1" \\-'<1:-; a crnsa(le ill 

\vhieil ,l \\ hull> gvneration of 
.'ullerican.., was urged to take 
up arms in order to defend, among 
other things," universal human 
Yalnes, " " the rigbt of the Snuth 
Vietnaml'Sl' to live;1 lilt, wdrthy 
of the nanw, " and S0 011 an(l 
so forth.. .:\1 l(·'ast L ha \ was 
what all tlw CS pn.',,,i(lents, from 
EiscnhO\ycr to :\ixon, kept on 
drumming into t ht' A[1lt'ricalls. 

So l{ansolll I r Idt fur \,i(,\ 
~all1 and lw n-('\'er came b;\ck 

]\lr I{ansotl\, ilw father, tril'd 
to comfort himsl·\f with tl1(' 
thought that at kast, hi" son 
had sacrificed Ilis life for a nohle 

canSl'. 

But here we are, onc yt'ar 
after the Paris \greemelll, ,1-n<1 
the war is going on ill South 
Viet Nam with "\\{capons supplied 
by tll(' ,-\l1)eriC8.11S, under the di­
rection of \merican ,. adyisers, " 
while tlH' S mtll Vietnamese an' 
far from l'lljoying the kind of 
life for which l{all'iOlIl I r sac­
riilced hilll,-;df. :\Jr f~;lnS()1l1 
blliN is ("drt'llWly gri('H·d. 

To s('(' t hinge- for himself he 
made a tritJ tn S,)ll1h Viet ~alll. 

What hc saw and heard Lhere 
was quite upsetting and shocking 
for the father o-f a "hero." 
The impn'ssiol1s he gathered on 
the" field of honour" appean'(l 
in an article published by the 
Sew "'i'-or/\' Tim?s and the iimer'ican 
Report of February 1974. 

First, )..h H.ansoll1 'found that 
in the all-p0w(~rful police state 
headed by Thieu, there is not 
a shred of elementary human 
rights or democratic liberti{',-;, 

Pri\'at(' r£'"siclcncc,.; may be 
searclH'(l at an\' hour of tlw d;lY 
or night by th .. ; police and army. 

Ilolitical prisonvrs arc legion. 
Their crime? Opposing the Olll'­
man eketioIl or ;;tanding for 
peacv. 

Till'), an' su"bjec1l'd to ;111 
maginable treatment and 
\\"or~1 tortures. ~lailY ha\'t' 

I1ni­
the 

lwen 

for Whom? 

I;Ul<f,Ji-,hi!I'{ I'.)r Illdnths on l'nd 
in i~ri,~oll \~'i Lhoill heing brought 
10r trial. ()n till' rarc occasions 
w1ll"tl ~O!lleOll(' coml'''; up before a 
court, his fat(~ i.., (lccidcd in ,1 ft,\\· 
minute~. \l()st o( the time, the 
families du not knd\V \",hf:re their 
dear ones ,He detained, or are 
informed thai they ha\'e " (lied" 
during their detvlltion. 

The pn'\'ailing 
according to :\Ir 

lInpression is, 
Ransom, that 

1s it for all this that lii,; 'lull 

lW:-i t"allCll? 1'1r Ransom father 
(lsks llimself with bitterness. 

Therc arc, of course, tens of 
111OUS;lllds of I(obert Ransoms in 
the l'S wh()s(' ,.;un" haH' thus 
bcen uselessly sacrificed. 

!vloreover the l1arch 25, [974 
letter sent by Henry Kissinger 
to Edward Kennedy and the 
State Department's comnwnts 
indicatl' thai the LOS will. substan­
t.ially step up its economic and 
military aiel to the Thieu regime. 

To keep alive a rl.'giml' which 
has cruelly mown down a gener~ 
ation of young Americans. 

Wrangling In Phnom Penh 

O
N March 3 I, Lon Nol dissolv~ 

ed the Supreme Political 
Council set II p on April 24, 

1<)/3 (composed of Lon Nol, Cheng 
Heng, Sirik Malak a1ld In Tam), 
and replaced it by a Supreme 
Executive Council made up of 
Lon Nol, Sirik 1Iatak, Long Bo­
ret ,uul Sosthime Fernandez, with 
Lon Nol as Chairman and Sirik 
l\Ihtak as Vice-Chairman. 

.;\S In Tam had be-en practically 
di,.;carded in December last year, 
the reshuffle in the topmost body 
of the Phnom Penh puppet re­
gime this time \va:,; aimed at elimi­
nating Cheng Heng, head of state 
after the l\larch 10, 1970 coup 
d'etat and (,x-chairman of the Su­
preme Political CounciL and to 
toss onto the p:)litical scene such 
up,starts as Long Boret anll Sos· 
thene Fernandez. It is \vorth 
noting that Long Boret is regard­
ed as a "United States man" 
(.'Ip, c\pril 2,1')74). 

Realizing the scheme of Lon 
~ol and his American bosses, 
Cheng Heng held a press confer­
ence at his residence. I n this lw 
denounced the Americans \vhom 
he accused of being deeply involv­
ed in the affair and claimed that 
it \vas they who urged Lon ~ol to 
di'3solve the Supreme Political 
Council (1Hanila Radio, 1Iarch 31). 

Durin£ the last four years, 
countless wrangles have broken 
out among the top US h~nchmen: 
cabinpt reshuffles in May and 

October 1971, bloodless coup in 
':\larch 1972, plebiscite in April 
1972, presidential elections in 
June 1972, elections to the Na­
tional Assembly in September 
1972, formation of a special gov­
ernment in October f()72, setting 
up of the Supreme P(,litical Coun­
cil in April 1073 and formation 
of the In Tam govcrnment in 
May 1973, but all theo,(~ efforts of 
t 1w Americans to bring political 
stability to Phnom Penh have 
been in vain· 

'Foreign obseryers remark that 
this change in the puppet regime 
coincided with the arri'val, on 
April 4, of the new l"S ;lInbassa­
dor 1.0 Phnom Penh, IlJhn Cun­
ther Dean, a former r~mbassador 
to Laos, well-known hr his skill 
in manipUlating the l'S puppets 
t11('r('. 

So, to create favourable con­
ditions for Dean to carrv tlltough 
his new task the ,"Viliie House 
has put at his disposal this new 
team of "OS agen ts inC am bodia. 
However, great difficulties are 
awaiting him: Oudl)ng town has 
been taken by the patriotic i'orc­
es; Kampot is in a desperate 
situation. Though CS aid is pour­
ing in (350 million dollars in 
military aid and 150 million in 
economic aid) the picture remains 
gloomy. One wonders how long 
the pres€nt group 01 puppets will 
survi ve as chorus to such an 
ambitious man a~ Lon "1\01. 
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Statue 0/ 
.ltll irla (Pita! 
:rich Pagoda) 

An Exhibition 0/ 
Ancient 
Stone 
Sculpture 

M
."\~y Important artistic 

works and lllUllUlllc'nb of 
the VietnamesE' people 

haye been destroved or ruined 
by the \\',US agaiIlst foreign ag­
gression and the st'Yen' tropical 
climate. L'nder French rule the 
colonialist administration paid 
only scant attention to the con­
ser\'ation, research and study of 
this precious heritages. This was 
only c<Lrried. out in real earnest, 
after the founding of the Demo­
cratic Hepublic uf Viet Nam in 
[945 and ha:=, continued even 
during the arduous \var against 
LS aggression in r('cent years . .-\s 
;t result, tht' Fin(' .\rts \'iusc!lnl 
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(under the Ministry of Cnlture 
was inaugurat('d in I ()tiIJ. Sinet' 
then, numerous special exhibi­
tions of folk-painting, folk-\"ood­
carving, modern painting and 
sculpture have been held, attract­
ing a large number of Vietnamese 
and foreign 'visitors. 

The Exhibition of Ancient Stone 
Sculpture, which opened in spring 
this year, displays in three rooms 
of the Fine Arts ~luseum 199 
objects including originals, rc~­
torations and reproductions, 
drawings and photos. 

This exhibition is the result of 
several :vcars of research and 

selection ,,·ork at o\'er Go sites 
in 14 provinces and io\VllS, with 
the wholehearted help and co-oper­
ation of the loc:d cultural organ­
izations and th.e Pll!Hllation. The 
relics displaV('tl arc not llumerous, 
but they c~in give the visitors 
a general and, at t1H' same time, 
sv..:;tematic idea of ancient Viet­
n"amese stone sculpture, 

Stone sculpture is a decorati\'c 
art. Almost all stone carvings 
are integral parts of slich monu­
ments as pagodas, towers' tem­
ples, tombs and palaces. Every 
piece, so far as its dimensions are 
concerned, is closely related to 
the overall lay-out of a monu­
ment or the surrounding land­
scape, and ea.ch bears the imprint 
of the age in which it was created. 
Taken away from their original 
settings for mo(Id display, these 
pieces can hardly conyey to the 
visitors the harmony of the 
\"hole. This is a weak point of 
the exhibition but one which is 
difficult to a void. The earliest 
exhibits date back tG the 11th 
century except for two of them 
which belong to be Neo-lithic .\gc. 

Stone reliefs '-He found 111 
the foundations of pagodas and 
towers, bases of pillars and stat­
ues, threc;holds and balustrade", 
etc. Their finely carved designs 
IIbserve the symmetrical princi­
ples of Vietnamese classical 
architecture. Dragons, phoenixes, 
lions, chains of flowers, musicians, 
dancers... all such orna­
mental details arc composed \\"itl1 
compactness and \'ividness. 

There are also :,tone statUl'S -
of Buddhas, arhats bird-headed 
nwn, attendants and guards, lions, 
dragons, tigers, dc. The statue 
,It Ph at 'Iich pagoda (in Ha Hac, 
1(57) is one of the most splendid 
achie\'ements of our ancient sculp­
ture. The sculptor who carved this 
..:;tatnt', probably after the model 
of a beautiful Vietnamese girl, 
s('em..:; to ha \'c graspedrhe sublim­
ity an(l mystery 01 the attain­
l11ent of Nirvana. 111 the I rtll 
and 12th centuries Buddhism was 
the dominant religion and the 
.'icuipturc of this period is usually 
inspired by religion or mythology 
with figures of Buddhas, dragons, 
demons, bird genies, bird-headed 
men ... 

Ti~~r 

(Fri/II Tltu ])(,'5 loud)} 
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Stone scnlpture in <1n(1 after 
the r 3th century ten(i::; to be 
more -llo.tturali~t ie· The tiger (<1t 
tht, tomb of Tran 1"110 Do, £2{q.) 
i" ShOWIl in comfort<lbk reclining 
position, its IHldv hl'~l\'ing, its 
mu-.;c1c:-. \"ibr,Lti,ng. ()n tIH,':-.tonc 
;.;torey oj Pho l\linh t()wer (in 
~a11l Ha, r 305~, one finds din'l"si­
ficC\ ornaments, of great hcshne~s. 
V\iave~, clcmds, flowers with a 
frit'ze of lotus petals ill rclid gi\"c 
th(' impre"sion of a tower ('merg­
ing from a huge lotus flmH'l". 

Human "latuv"" animal ."tatl1('~ 
and (lrnaments in pagodas, telll­
ple~,to\\'ers awl tombs uf lllonarclls 
and mandarin:-- in th(' period froO! 
thr 15th to the Iqt11 century 
represent a tlc\"c1op11lent of the 
folk charackr of sculpturc \\"llo~l' 
more moderate size, boldness of 
jorm, simplicit.y ,md ease of 
features contrast \\'ith the f()rmer 
tcnckncy to I)\"('r ornamentalinn. 

Busts of real personages like 
tllO:-'C of I.ady Sao ~nd Lady Ncn 
(Thong Pago{la in Hai Hung, 
Il)lJ.~) COllstitutv a speciality of 
our stonc sculpture' at thi:-. timc. 

Them{':, cl()sl' to the people's 
life. unknO\yn in the :-.culptul"e of 
the period from thfi Ly to the 
Trail dynasty (lIth to 14th 
century), begin to rnake their 
appearance: a cat catching a 
mouse, and carvings of hor:-.(,5 
encircle the plinths of st.elae in 
Canh Phuc Pagoda (in Nam Ila, 
1695). 

"Lotus 12" 

The .\gricultural Engineering 
\Vorks haying successfully drawn 
up its O\\'n design and manufactur­
ed prototypes, has nmy begun mass 
product ion of "Lotus 1'2" trac­
tors. It \\'ill turu out 500 tractors 
this year and increase production 
in years to COBle' in order to meet 
the requin'l11cnh of ~lgricultural 
Illt'cllanization. 

He-cently, aftn tnalluJacturing 
;J.nd assembling the lJydraulic 

Tractors 

transmission sy:::tem, the 1l.'chni­
dans and ",Yorkers designed am1 
manufacturec} a machine fOI" 

boring the ge,lrbox of the <. Lotus 
12," in replacement of iJle uniY(,l"­
sal boring machine used fOrlllnl\-. 
With this Iz-shaft bOIil1" 
machine, a worker can do th~ 
boring for 30 gearboxes per day, 
increasing producti'vity by 30 
times in comparison with the old 
process, and achieving a higher 
technical standard. 

" Victory" Fishing Boat 
lJ5-HP, steel-hulled ships 

named " Victory" are ne\v 
product.s of Building Yard No I 
(of the Aquatic Product Agency). 

The yard, which only a short 
time before had been a small 
"workshop for repairing roa(l­
rollers and motor launches, 
un(lertook the construction of the 
Victory at the beginning of Il)7'2, 
when Nixon unleashed the war 
of destruction against North Viet 
Nam. ~\t the end of J 973, it 
completed the building of its 
sixth ship, ahead of schedule. 

The" Victory" ship, of medium 
size, is used for fishing by 
scouring nets and lights and suits 

the present needs of fishing 
co-operati\,cs and state-run fishing 
enterprises. The ship is technical­
ly equi pped. for long voyages far 
a way from the coast and \\'orking 
under c1iH(:'n~nt conditions. Several 
tests haH' proved the quality of 
the ship. 

At preSl'llt the ship-building 
yard is trying to reduce the cost 
price and to cut do"wn construc­
tion time bv one-third. It is also 
working or; a project to build 
20o-HP ships. 

A Haul of IOO.7Tons 
of Fish 

Hccvn t ly tIlt" trcsll water fishillg 
tecllllique experimentation group 
at TicH Son. in 11a Bac pW'\'incc, 
fishing in Cam SOil fish-rearing 
lake, caught in a single haul 100·7 
tons of fish, each fish \wighing 
bei\v(,(,ll 3 kilograms and 27 
kilograms. During the llight of 
March 5, IlJ74, after casting their 
net at 01lC' end of 1 he lake, the 
fishermen l1ctccted the passag(' 01 
a shoal of fish about 3 ki1,Qlllctrcs 
away. They immediately shifted 
their net to surround the fish at 
midnight. After making a barragc, 
they quickly drove the shoal 
toward their nets. The catch and 
t he transportation of the fish to 
the shore, which began on tIl(' 
morning of :\larch 6, 1974, em1ecl 
one \Yeek later. 

This big haul was made p()s":iil~k 
thank-> t.o the application of a 
combination of techniques: block­
ing all escape, driving the fi:-,h 
into a corner, etc· As early as 
1970, this innovation had lead t() 
catches of from 50 to 70 tOllS fo 
fish per haul. 
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I 
mpt Pham Tit'n Duat again in 106,- He \YCI.S 

back frolll the front. The city was then un(Ier 

fierce bumbing. We strollcll together for hours 

past gaping fa~ades of houses and shattered roofs, 

up to the West Lake, along the Youth Road­

our road. 

The tree:. that li5tened to onr talk ('f love have falle?l 

Their sap still keeping SCJIl.f! of our breath. 

The part where the wood was s(.l(ced all to build 

I.'ridges 

[s n(;;-,} blood red. 

l-est6rday they protected the children from S1tJI-,hine. 

Today they liuk Hp the reads to the battlefront. 

Al night, CVCl'cd by the mist 

They count the steps 0/ c011l,natants 

While thinking of those f,:,ho loved in the .,hade 

And whom the war has ~eparated. 

Their place in the IOYllier Pal'!; 

Is taken by /L-1. gHn; 

There, on the stump of a laUeH tree 

A soldier sits and plays a flute. 

In order to appreciate the simplicity and depth of 

Duat's poems, they should be placl'(l in the current 

of the young Vietnamese poetry called "Green 

Poetry" by poets and critics ohviously in tribute 

to those \vorks whic'!":, born in a context o( \\"ar 
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UUf l'"Oltng Poets 

((j be (j)6em 
and 

the Gun 

" O'le wight think that !hii child, boyn on 

t Ite batt Ie J-idd, would knOff' nothing but 

scnamin{?, hut it ,eas a song that was 

nsiug ... " 

(HE LAN VIEN 

and destruction, are extremely liYely and tender, 

like the young rice plants that gruw on the brink::; 

of bomb craters. 

Pham Tien Duat is no\v 32 years 01(1. He wa~ a 

student of the Hanoi Teachers' Cnllegc when he 

wrote his first poems. Inspiration then came to 

him with the familiar landscapes, the arch of a 

bridge, the smile of a girl, the crossing of a ferry. 

He got a degree in letter~, then enlisted in 1964 

when the Americans extended their 'war of destruc­

tion to North Viet Nam. Since then, his life has 

been a link between poetry and struggle, ft strug~ 

glc shoulrlered by him, by the majority of young 

people uf his generation, as an imnw(liate and 

lasting concern. 

Far fro'tII Seug Phan 

Day aHd night, the unendirlg 7)lasts of bombs 

And the drone oj planes 

Echoed iH my mind. 

And it \vas at the front that he began his hymn 

to the fighting youth. On a chance table, a shell 

case, sometimes at night, in a dark straw hut - if 

truck convoys can move in the dark, why should 

one wait till daylight to 'write poems? - he wrote 

about man, a.bout his own love for his country, 

which was as strong as his hatred for the aggres­

sors. He wrote about the roads, that fantastic live 

network of the anti-US resistance, With shells 
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amt other lethal means, the American air fnn;(' 

and nay)' tried to cut supplies to the South. But 
in vain. :Night fell 011 a road full of craters: the 
next morning the trucks were rolling, 

The dar/mess of Hight in T' iet NaHl 

I,ike an interval at the theatre 

It brings great changes. 

(The Glimmer 01 the L,I 111 p) 

The roads stretched out, and widened into (1 

neh ... ·ork, intricate and mO\'ing, In Ha Tillh pl'(1\'­
incc alone, from 1<)65 to 1967, as many kilometre" 
of roads were built as in all the I<)th century O\'cr 

the whole of Viet ~am, Nothing in t his may be 
considered miraculous, except for the' labuur and 
courage of those thousands of young Yolunt('(:'rs 
\\'ho were an integral part of the roads all through 
the war and to whom Pham Tien Duat has, through 
"young girl," dedicated the following poem: 

How can [love yon? 

[ htJuen't yet seen your face. 

OJ all the yottng volnnteers 

You had the whitest shirt. 

While planting stakes around the craters 

You joked, and you,r mates roayed '-v'ith laughter 

A magnetic bomb fell near the well, 

You. slept, your legs covered with mud. 

All day long defusing bombs 

At night. in yOltr dreams, your wefe speali'iHfj 

And your whisper lulled the straw hut. 

To moYe earth, she put on a \yhite shirl. She 
was afraid, of coursc, but llothing coulct silpllce hf'f 
laughter, this was the \\-ay she took up th(' chal­

lenge, The girl Duat hact come across one (lay on his 
way to the front has given her name to il](JUsantis 
of other girl members of the" Young Volunteer 
Brigades": em, or younger sister, .. 

Pham Tien Duat passes the daily reality through 
the sicve of his sensitivity and his ima.gination, 
but his poems remain deeply anchored in life; this 
is one of the features of that "Green Poctry" 
whose current has been gro"\ving is strength during 
tIlE" war. Each literary contest discovers new 
talents. [n 1969-fl)70 thc Jury of the .\ll North 
Viet Nam Poetry Contest received 13,000 poems. 1n 
1972- 1073, the numuer more than doubk'tl, U f 

course, one should not base oncself solely on figures. 
Nonetheless, the testify, in their \vay, to the vig­
our of poetical creatloH in Viet Nam. 

N° 2..j. - 1\I<1Y 1974 

Big dIorts ha\"(' Ut,ell madt,;Lt tllc illl! i,Ltive mostly 
of the ¥iritcn;' L"nioll, with the aim of encouraging 
UIl' emergence of ne\ .... talents <ll1l1 their impl'ove­
ment. " (;reen Podry" bloss()nH~ll eyerywhere, even 
,It the battlefront, in actual combat, \\'l!('rc it 
C'chuL'(l the \"'atch\\'orcl of the Victn,unese youth; 
"Let our songs (]LQwn the blasts 01 bomb"." 

Sear Selig Phon, 

Trees fall with a crash 

Thl) glass tU'./lIhles ('JJ the taMe 

Even the' /lalJilJ of the lamp shrL'ers. 

/;olUlis roar like u')ild f,ea:,ts. 

. It :";eng PhUH. 

The tunes of a gu.itar in. the cavity of a rock. 

The st01lCS that lJU.I'st tl.lIdo' (Jill' mines, 

The long hiss oj the ImMle-l!lI,Mle, 

The rnmhle of an engine on [Jr,' Vi'ad 

lJrO'1f.m the 1'oar of hOI/II)s ... 

(Seng l'h,llI, Dec, 1968) 

My wound is light, yet they send me fa hospital. 

TIll) truck waits for its load, the eHgi!lc gets impatient. 

Sostalgia for the friendly moon, when. lying face 

upward, 

.\'ostalgia for ihe ferry, when lyin;; on my side, 

Exhansied [ sit -up, nostalgia /01' the hillside road, 

C~ustalgia 1969} 

,', 

Tu a fureign puet \\·ho asked about his age, a 
youtlg .\"\' gunnel' replied. intermingling his own 
life \\'ith that of hi" country: "J am 4,000 times 
twenty years old." 

For his part, Duat ha~ replicd by writing" Pres­
ent Work JJ \vhi<;h describes ho,v "A General His­
tory of Viet Nam " was written. 

Our" (;eneral Jiistory" is finished, 

Its last pagc written -in a shelter. 

The manuscripts are back trom So-ta11, (r) 

Piled up on pedicabs 

Which hIW"P acr(l.~S an .-1 .. 1. ground. 

lI'hzle u}l.ilchinl; the Z!I;jgar;i.'. 

"{he man who makes history - tltecombatant­

Optm his ears to the. prescnt and smile; to 
the past 
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At present, Duat is preparing a long collection 
with a SCOl-e of chapters on the Truong Son (the 
Indochinese Cordillera) - Ca!:!! 1'1t}J!? khon::: dan 
(The Uninhabited Forest) (2) 

" For more than ten years p,bl, thoUSa!Hls of com­
batants have crnsscd th" immellse Truong Son 
RangC' to join the frontline . .It is crisscrossert by 
thousands of kilometres of roads. Never before 11<l,\"e 

I :-,cen or heard of such a gigantic commnnicatiOlls 
nchvork. Four million tons of bombs ha\'c fallen 
here, nearly one-third of the hardware dumped by 
the Americans on the \\'ho1e of I1Hlochina. Uut the 
nchvork has been maintained, and has evcn been 
staked out \vith new solid and comfortable relay 
stations .. That is why, one evening, in the forest 
,still disturbed by enemy reconnaissance flights and 
shaken by a strong wind, I decided to write Canh 
rung II' hong dan .. , " 

NGUYEN VINH 

(I) Evacuation plua (II/ring the US air war. 

(2) ]I,.Jain works by Phalli Tier: Duat : 
First Collection (IYjo) - Vang trang, 'luang iU(1 

(Blazing .110onsh ine). 

Second Collection ((J7o) - ..\Iot chang duong 
(A Stage of the Journey), 

Third Collection (in the press) - Duong dai 
trcn ban dao (The Long Road OH the 
Peninsula). 

The Two Slopes of 
Truong Son 

Together, they hang up their hammocks 
A whole forest separates them 
The rOCld to the front is radiant in this season 
The EasterH slope misses the other o~u. 

One cordillera, bu.t the clouds have two colO/II'S 
Here warm sunshine, there, cold a}d rain 
Like us, like the North and the South, 
And the East and the West, the forest is one. 

I think of you 

It rains on the rice rOHte 

The mosqu.itoes are ferocious, pull down your 

sleeves 
Finish the vegetables, do you like bamboo shoots.~ 
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You know, here it is win""Y 

Streams YHn dJ'Y, bnlter/lies dizzily turn around 

rocks 
Jly hrart beats jor the South 

And you're de/cndi1J.t: our road. 

I get into lite cabin, a dorunpour; 

The wiltdscrecit wiper dissipates mv homesickness 

·1"01' go down tn the valley, the SUH is now 

blazing 

Let the bout;h.s drive a'10ar' your sadness. 

Fl'ol1l the East to the West leiters do not get 

through 
lJut weapons and rice do. 

In lhe lia't yoltr bloHse is green 

So ij my Hlli/ur1ll here. 

l'on a1"e cOllllng to me 

Fhe endless files oj jront,bound soldie1's 

Lin/~ u,p the two sides of the Truong Son 

As love !-in!?; the enaless chats of lovers. 

Blazing 

l'HAM HEN J)uxr 
I~7° 

Moonshine 

The top 0/ the hill blazes 

And glows with a dancing halo 

The1i, 

The moon rises. 

The trees millRlc in the fil'f. of lightning. 

A group 0/ soldiers sit ncar a post 

One 0/ thew SiHiiS -- He raises his voice: 

In a shelter a girl listens to him. 

In the Jire 0/ lightning 

The convoys ,/nicllen their ylnthm 

A.t the top oj the hill, the »loon 

,)'eems to 1Jlau. 

Calm, 

Their songs mingle with the smelt oj powder 

011 their stained l)touses 

[he steel pelltts palter like rain. 

The road is Im:zing down to the horizo'ij 

For the .Yorth and the South a sole heart throbs 

ney01ld the blaze, rises a single crescent. 
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Following the article .' fi(M a p:;,y'iuar ,-J:;clif Is LirA'cd into 

Shape" carried in the Vid ~alll CUUril'f of ]rllWaJ'Y l\J7-l- ,':)e 
publish below some stories glea/led hy Do ThaH, quan DOl 
).;11,111 Dall (People's Army) (OrrfSp indent, on the trict,s used 
I)}, Ihe US-Saigon psywar propaganda machine in (juang Td 
when that province was still fOlrier the Saig011 COHlt'Ol. 

A Model Teacher 
The11 he mO\Td to the family 

of nne of his pupils. FIe \\"uuld 

spf'n(t the nighb in one pupil's 
hou~(' after another coaching them 
and \\ as held in (,steem by t.he 
population. E\"(~n the local author­

ities hall a high regard fnr that 
young teacher w\Jo ha,t such \vidc 
kncnv\edgC' and so many acquain­
ta.nces an,1 eyen dared to speak 
rudely about tbe district chi('{. 

W
HE~ the Leatherneck Divi­

sion built its defence line 
1101 th of (1igh\\-ay '), eua 

Vkt port became its :-il1Pp\y ba:-ie. 
The purt was def('nclcd by the 
.:\tc~am(lra electronic barriE'r run­
ning from east to \\"Cst <Llld pass­
ing through Gin Hai, ,l Yillage 

under " pacification nppo"ite 

eua Viet. 

()ne day,on an outbl)arn Illull)r­

boat plying from Dong Ita. to ella 

Viet, a stra.nger was notieecl 
among the (bh (leaters n:lllrning 

from market. He was about 30 , 

tall and ~llnbL1rnt, \\·e,tring a 
white ~hirt and utu(' trousers, 

and looked like a mechanic with, 
at the "ame time, sOlllething 

about him \\"hich ga\"(~ him the 
appea.rance of;;1 pro\"i11ei<ll offi­
cial. I n a journey acquaintancI' 
can easily be Ill(l{k and \be tra\"­
cllers caIne to knO\\ that the 
man was Vy, a draft ee j llSt de­
mobbcll, noW returning to his 

former teaching profession. 

N" 2..\ - ~[ay 1')74 

" r like tlw quiet country life, 

t he man said. 

The \ucal inhabitant:-. wt're oyer­
juyed 10 :-;el' him <1:-; eyer since 

t \1('), had \w('n cOllcentrated in 
Tam ~uall camp, their children 
\l,ld becn leH without e(lucatiull. 
.-\fter produc1l1g his papers to the 

rural police chief, Vy found ac­
CI )llllllO' lat iull,S at H('\"crcn(l Di('p 's, 

<lll(l ,Lt oncl' yisited all the tami­

lie:-; with childrcll of schl)ol age. 
It tU(lk him ollly TO (Iay:-; to know 

ncarly all the names uf the kid­

<iil'S at .\n Trung and Giem Ha 
Thuong h,unlcts. He built the 

school WIth his o\\"n mon(,y and 

{'\l'n acceptc(l b~)an\ers 

()nc<', wbell arguing \\·it11 I· ather 

Diep, he said, "You'n' bett{'r 
acquaintf'd than I with th(, :-;piri­
tual lift.> (,f on r pC'ople, but, sorry. 
t kn()\\- \\·orldty things better than 
yon. I'm a teaelll'r ,Ind 1'lt look 

after any child, be Ill' the off­
spring of a ( Viet Cong , or a ' gOY­

l'rnment' cit izen. ' 

T1H'1l nll]l()\1r:-; were spreell! by 
till' chihln'l1 thaI teacher Vy wa~ 
a boxer ,1m! had tlw magical 

power of being unhurt by slash­
ings. He was also said "to hase 
the power of becoming in\·isible. 
Unce, he chalkngcfl the troops of 
S('rgf'ant K1('11 Sa that if they 
could injure him ill an ambush, 
he "would gi.\ c tlWIll a pig to {'at.. 
Si.:.; platoons waylaid him but 
could nnt pn'H'nt him from l'nter­

lng- tl1f' (1istrict officr' unnoticed. 

_\ftcr that he \\-,IS held in awe by 
Kieu S,l, ;1 1l1,111 kIH)\\"n for his 

crueltlb. 
At that I imc, the PL.\ F tealll 

in charge of destroyi.ng the I'lwmy 
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ships at eua Viet \yas meeting 
\vith great difficulties. It could 
not get in touch with our men who 
were hidden. Its field of operation 
was minecl and the sect ion of 
road it used to cross was guarded 
by American tanks. Day and 
night, an enemy scout battalion 
a.nd two companies of the riverine 
task force visited the localities 
suspected of having nndergrounrl 
hiding-places. The rural cadres 
were closely ""atcheti. Whell the 
Party secretary wellt to the dis­
trict town for a lUC'cting a ru­
OllJur was spre;td about thai he 
had surrendered to the : Saigon J 
"goyernment" with an .\K, thus 
recei,·illg a priz(' of IOO.()()O pias­
tres. 

Teacher Vy n·l'nl Oil with his 
business in the day time and at 
night he visited the fami!it,'i of 
his pupils He once sued tll("- tax 
collectors before the prV\·illcial 
court for bribery and they had to 
pay reparations for that. Vy's 
prestige was growing-day by day. 
The children went to his school 
in greater and greater numbers. 
Only when Chai, a" ~tay-behind" 
spy, was arrested was Vy's iden­
tity revealed. 

One day, an NFL scout going 
to prepare the battlefield "·as seri­
oUily injured by a mine. (Ie took 
refuge in Chai's house to uress his 
wound. As the NFL man was 
bandaging his injured leg, Chai 
snatched his .\K and urg('d him 
to surrender. 

"How call you go a\vay to night? 
There is nobody left ill the 
revolutionary base here aHer the 
surrender of the Party secretary," 
Chai said, "You should look 
which way the wind is blowing 
before you hoist sail." 

"How call I go out as my leg 
i~ aching terribly? " the patriotic 
fighter said. " If you want to help 
me, give me a walking-stick." 

As Chai \\",1" coming near, the 
scout took out <L hand grenade, 
shoutins- "Stand still or you'll 
get killed. Gin~ me back my 
fire-arm! " 
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Later,with the help of a patriotic­
millded soldier in the Saigon army, 
the underground guerilla organi­
zation captured Chai and took 
him to the liberated areas togeth­
er \vith the wounded armyman. 

Chai declared he wa~ a spy UIl­

cler the command of Lieutenant 
Vinh, known as teacher Vy. 

Vinh was an intelligence officer 
trained in tht' uS and paid by the 
.\mericans. Ilc had learnt many 
trades which allowed him to car­
ry out his job undC'r difierpnt CO\·­

ers. His mis . ..,ion "-a::. to invest i-

gate the activities of the ship~ 
hunting team at Cua Viet. The 
information supplied by his spies 
by the parents' association and 
by the <.;io Hai police made it 
possible for him to finc1 out the 
methods used by that team. Vinh 
skilfully hid under a well-camou­
flaged cloak of his supposed super­
natural powers which, gi\"l~n wide 
publicity by his pupils, would 
deter anyone who wanted to 
follow his acti\"itie~. 

.. \fter his arrest, Vinh made (l 

clean breast of his acts. 

Division 

G 1U HAL has a good Party cell. 
The woman Party members 
are mostly unmarried, but 

one Party activist, !\i., \Vas a young 
widc)\\·, She was tllc ..,cout of the 
local gueriJ1a unit and member of 
the soldicr-persua..,ion com111ittee. 
After receiving orders from his 
superiors, Ho Tuan, ilw hamlet 
police chief, secretly folluwed 
"N. 's activities and gatllereLi all 
information about her in a special 
file. Tht"'11 he .ent a \\ oman to 
show);". the document. ~. 's facv 
went white, as all the infor­
mation gleaned about her was 
accurate. 

"~lr Tuan a;-.k('d me tu show 
you this record confidentially," 
the "·OI1LL1] ;-.aid. "He has much 
sympathy fvr you, a \,·ielo,," with 
small children, and d.-. your rd,i­
tiy(', he winks at what yuu ar(' 
doing. Be cautious not to let the 
district and provincial authorities 
know this or you'll court a lot of 
trOUble. " 

-\ few days lain, a large-scale 
purge took place at (;io Hai. 
Those aUt'sted \verc put to the 
rack. N. and thc other women un­
derwent only a short interroga­
tion. After this, N. was left free 
to go home. But she was on tenter­
hooks as she was at a loss to 
know the real intention of the 
enemy! 

On N. 's husuand's death anni­
versary, Ho Tuan came with a 
pig's heild and a bottle of wine, 
sa.ying, "1 ..,aw you buy votive 
papcI-s at Call market and r('l1lcm­
b("fed at oncl' tha.t today is your 
husband's death anniversary, You 
were only recently married into 
our family antI do not know that 
hE' and 1 are relatives." 

N. didn't know· whether to be­
lieve him or not. Dut living in 
another hamlet, she had not yet 
got to know all the members of her 
husband's family when he bad 
suddenly died, leaving her with 
two small children. So she apolo­
gized to TU<Ln: " J'm too clumsy 
in my relations with the family, 
Excuse me, Mr Police Chief! " 

TU;lIl strok('ri the hair of the 
t\\() chilcln'll <llld said to them, 
"Yuu sec, your mother is so 
clumsy that just recently she 
\\-ccnt as far as ~hi Ha post to 
establish a Viet Cong~base there 1" 

~. hemmed and hawed; " I went 
there to ask for some empty shell 
boxes to store rice, and know 
nothing about the post, 2\11' Police 
Chicf! " 

" 011, 1 know. Th(' boxes are 
to contain rice for you and shells 
for tIlt' gu('rillas; you kill two 
birds with OIlt' stOlle. You women 
are so cley{'/" 1 But never mind! 
Why do you call me' Mr Police 
Chid' ? I am a policeman at my 

~--~--C-~­
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office, but here family hierarchy 
is to be observed. In tlw family 
you ran k ab()"ve me. Today b 
your l\U~band's death anni\Trsa.­
ry, ~() don't ld's talk busines~. 

Acct>pi these presents of mine for 
the "worship of his ,;out, " 

N. ;lsked Tuan to stay for din. 
ncr, but he refused, promising a 
further visit. The ne\\'S that the 
police chief had bronght in a pig's 
head J.ncl ,t bottle or rice \Vim' to 
commemorate the (leccase of i".'s 
ltusbaml rapidly c-.pread all o'"e1' 

the village. 

.\nother day, [-io TU(lil rude on 
his Honda 10 Cau market <'Uld 
bought 5 kilograms p{ chicken 
,llld i\n) litres or alcoh()l, then 
he 'Yellt ,,·ith two other policemen 
to sec ~., telling her: "I've to 
entertain some friends from the 
district, but my wife is away, vis­
iting her parents; be kind enough 
to prepare the meal for me ~ " 

1'-:. was force(l to do the cook­
ing. During the meal, 'Iuan said 
appreciatively: "Why is your 
boiled chicken so tenderly cooked 
while that prepare(l by my wife 
is as hard as wood? That is why 
she gives me only d,tUghters. How 

unfortunate we arc ~ " 

From Ow Lack room,:\. repli-.:tl: 
" Oh, your wife 1:S a very clever 

woman ~ " 

father-in·law was 

tortured. During 

arrested and 
Ow whole 

interrogation, he was asketl only 
one question: "Why di(\n't you 
report to the government that 
your daughter-in-Ia\,' work,; for 

the Vi('t Cong ?" 

visited Ly Ho Tu~tn who brought 
hcr now a gift, now some money 
to buy something for him, without 
l'YCr accepting back thc change. 

As Itt' denied knowing anything 
.lbout ::-;.)~ activilies,tllt' policeman 
plucketl his gO;ltcc, The n{'xt <lay 
he ,\a~ rckasul, in ag(lnizing 
pain, ?,\, wa" ullable t(l yiJluicat(' 

herself in this affair. 

One ('vening, thc ~allll' "'oman 
sent some time ago by TIl,Ill 
\'i~ited her again and said: " The 
Party suspects you and "'ill not 
give you ally "ark. Under these 
circllm:;t<!l1ce,'i, ('vell though you 
arc not doing anything wrong, 
you are regarded as a counter­
reyolutionary and you have lost 

the Party's confidence," 

!.':. w('pt. H()\\ 

extricate herself 

(,(lUId ~he 

from sucb a 

situation, when even her friends 
and relali\'es no longer trusted 

her ~ 

lL '\'QuItI have been better for 
her, she thought to be incarcerat­
ed awl put to torture rather than 
l\Ye such a lonc1y Ide facing the 
scorn of the population. She coulll 
bear physic;) 1 torture but not 
th!",;c mental sufferings. 

,\.t that timc, she was frequcntly 

Une day, Ho Tuan came in in a 
funeral monel. He said that his 
,,,ife was behaving badly \\"ith 
him. He wanted 'N. to interycne 

so that he could marry C" a 
young Party member whom he 
\\"as trying to "neutralize." N, 
refu~cd. \-{e used ('yery means to 
bring pressure to bear on C. who 
finally was forced to marry him. 
I Ie then spread the rumour that 
T\. had arranged the match. Like 
\\ ild fire the gossip spread around 
that ::\. \\'as thf' go-between in 
this" IU\"l' affair" between C. ,wd 
the police chid. All thc uther 
hamlets began t.o look down on 

the Mai Xa wumen· 

After that marriage, district 
polic(' chic1 Thallg gave H(l TU,Ul 
<l 'Zo,ooo-piastre reward, At a 
banquet given on this occasion he 
said to understrappers III his 
sen"ice: "You sec ~ All the 
obduracy of the 1\1ai Xa people 
can't match the tricks of a good 
card-player ~ To wipe out tlw 
Communists at gras.-;roots level, 
it is not enough to strike at 
them. The more we use torce 
against them, the more they 
become obdurate, 'A'e must usc 
tricks, like a card-player, " 

"Clever or not, "what I \\allt 

iii a boy. Can you find me a good 
woman to marry? " The Temptation of Gain 

.-\fter the meal, the tipsy police­
men stayed for the night in her 
house, The following morning the 
11ai Xa inhabitants going to mar­
ket spread the news that N. had 
entertained the policemen to din­
ncr. Very unhappy, she had no 
other way to clear herself than to 
work, and work harder. J\ever­
theless, as her house was frequent­
ed by policemen, she was refused 
participation in all revolutionary 

tasks. 

On another occasion, N. was 
summoned to the rural police 
station and could not go to 
market, which intrigued the 
villagers. In the afternoon her 
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Dt:R1N,G the resistance 
aga1l1st the French, 

war 
Il.P. 

was a cadre of a district in 

the coastal plain of Quang Tri 
province. After the signing of the 
Geneva. Agreement (1954) he 
"went back to his tcaching work 
and \vas arrested i:1 1959' ,\t 
that time his fellow-prisoners in 
Quang Tri jail frequently saw 
him pacing the yard, clad in 
white pyjamas, Released four 
years later he returned to his 
hamlet, lmt gave up teaching. 
What could he teach the youth 
....... hen he was unable to find his 
own way in thi.s chaotic society? 

Thien of his age wh(), like him, 
had worked for the revolution 
had been either killed, jailed, 
or \vere serving a -life sentence 
at Poulo Comiore, His former 
pupil:" were now dividell into two 
opposite fronts: some served in 
the liberation army or adminis­
tration, the others \Vere being 
trained in the [US-Saigonl cadets' 
schoob at TIm Duc and Dalat. 
To serve the revolution was 
something ha (lreaded as he could 
not bear the refinctl torture he 
had suffered in jail. To follow the 
enemy was also impossible for 
him as he could not kill people 
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to get rich. He made an effort 
to teach him:-;clf English \\-ith a 
view to getting ,L technical edu­
cation later: at tll<lt time there 
were plenty of ,tgricultural ma­
chilws in the hamlet ,-l:nd < very 
fe\\ technicians. Owners of ma­
chines frequently asker! him 
about their use, as a. primary 
"chool teacher was regarded as 
a man of broad knowledge. So 
that IJt' could solve the problems 
of those who were using machines 
he applil'd to the rural uuthori­
ties for authoriz3.tion to attend a 
free course on the handling of 
ma.chines opened by the district 
Buddhists A:-;sociation. Agree­
ment was immediately given' 
:-\fter the training, he wa~ made 
mechanic of the hamlet . .-\ few 
months latcr he managed to buy 
a pump, and when he had saved 
enough money, he bought a small 
motor-vehicle \\ ith whioh he 
transported sea fish and shrimps 
from the sea coast to the district 
market and brought vegetables, 
bread-fruit, pepper and thread 
back to the seaside. A t harvest 
time, he would use his machine 
to transport rice and at trans~ 

planting time, to -work his pump. 
By the year's end, he had bought 

is still far away. I am only keep­
ing aloof from it for a time and 
1 am Hot forsakillg it." This is 
the way he J'e;lsnned, and so he 
winked at the crimes committed 
by the rural puppet authorities 
against tlH:' inhabitants. 

police. He had become, ill the 
."arne time, an investigation cadre 
of the "pacification" brigar.h', 
and, in this job, he gaY(' some 
"ery effective assistance to tIJe 
administrativc machine il] their 
efforts to lull the people wit1} 
fortune-making projects. T-iL' called 
the guerillas capturcd by tlw 
enemy "adventurers" and con­
sidered the acts of the revolu­
tionary stalwarts a~ "wishful 
thinking and untimdy." He 
dreaded to think of the eventual 

a tractor. 

•. You look \ t'ry young, Mr 
H.P. !" the women told him. In 
fact, his eyes had brightened 
now he had found the means to 
build his fortune. At the end of 
the year he married a young 
woman, \\'ido\\, of a lieutenant 
!of the Saigon Army] killed 
in battle. He !lO\V had separate 
establishments, olle managed by 
his legitimate wife, and compris­
ing a husking mill, h.lO small 
motor vehicles, two 20 HP trac­
ton, antI a pump. His concubine 
r;_lil the other one with a shop, a 
power generator, a filling-station 
and a television set. 

Every afternoon H.P. would 
re:-;t on a soft couch to enjoy the 
\Ylnd blo\ving from the riYer and 
listen quietly to the light music 
and songs broadcast by his 
transistor. "The revolution ,vi11 
triumph in the end, l1ut this day 
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He was just the type of mall 
required by the ('3 "Vietnami­
zation" policy. 

In his hamlet, th(' "to hop" 
(labour teams) had replaced the 
"lien gia" (family groupings) in 
supplying intcrmatioll to the rural 
police. The new organization 
received, free of charge, from the 
"Rural Construction" Ministry 
tIle " Httong (Jue," a beautifully 
printed revie\\' which dealt only 
wi th such themes as htHV 1<) get 
rich and enjoy a quiet life; 
sometimes it carried illustrated 
stories such as " How Nam Wipc's 
out the Communists, " or editor­
ials extolling the peaceful life 
at _\n Giang C~a.m Bo) 

loss of his fortullc. His economic 
interests, his mode of living a~ a 
master, and his "capitalistic" 
\'ie,\"~ tied him, all "upstart " 
rural teacher, to the neo-colon­
ialist apparatu:-;. 

rn March ll)72, the strategic 
offensive hit him like a bolt from 

the blue. In April 1972, the 
hostilities spread to his native 
place. On National Road );0[, the 
puppet troops, throwing away 
their weapons, ran for dear life 
southwards. The rural authorities 
deserted their posts. H.P. made 
the decision to stay put. In the 
first days, he looked shyly at the 
young Liberation soldiers passing 
through his hamlet and the 
NFL tanks \vith NFL flags 
rumbling across the fields in 
hoi pm-suit of the Saigon pup­
pet soldiers. H.P. opened his 
eyes as after a dream. He could 
not believe that in these few 
years, while he was engrossed in 
Luilding his fortune, the re"oIu­
tion had grown up so swiftly. 

With his stock of machines, 
new rice strains, and capital 
loaned by Agricultural Bank, 
H.P. had become a country capi~ 
talist, having at his disposal 
means of production, capital and 
teChnique. He \\-as sale agent for 
various agricultural cngineering 
firms. TIle new mode uf "'orking 
bred a new mode of liYing which 
cll<j.nged his thinking. In H)7o he 
was appointed chairman of the 
Peasants' Association. Position 
give him privileges and obliga­
tions to the "government." In 
his capacity as sale agent for 
the oil companies and motor-car 
spare part manufacturers, he was 
able to sell more to this aile and 
less or nothing to that one. Hi~ 
duty was to report thl' situation 
of the "to hop" to the rural 

Only now, after the libera­
tion of his native land, di(l he 
realize that the affluetl-ce of a few 
people in his hamlet had been 
only a decoy put out to tempt the 
people to accept US domination. 

Two Consciences 

PHAN QUYET and Phan Thang 
were the sons of Phan Nay, 
a member of the regional 

armed forces in the first war of 
resistance. He died in l\Iarch 
1954 when Quyet was IS months 
old, and Thang was born only 2 

months later. After the restora_ 
tion of peace, Nay'~ wife, who 
was then 22 years old, carrying 
her children and a brill of rice, 
padded from Trieu Phong to 
Cam Lo to visit her hUsband's 
tomb. The local inhabitants 

VIET NAM CO(;RIER 



greeted her like a member of 
their families returning from a 

di~tallt place. 

Thev told her of the her()i~m 
of her 'hu~lmnd when he was fight­
ing as a guerilla to defend tilt, 

eua rf'gion. They rt'gretted that 
1\av was no longer alive to mt'et 
his' "''life anti children, Iw(1 think­
.lng of him, they shed hitter 

tears. 

Before the tombstone of her 

husband, the widow prayed ~ 
"Blf'~S me SO that 1 may have 
a good health to bring up our 
children and make goon men nf 

them" 

The Cam Lo inhabitants wanted 
to keep her .... "ith them but she 
could not accept. "Thank you for 
your affection," she said, but 
-r still hav(' "Nay's mother to lonk 

after. She is very weak." 

What she did not tell them 'was 

that ~he was a secret guerilla at 

V.H. hamlet. 

" Anyhow if you arc in difficul­
ties there, come here with your 

children," they said, ""!\'a~- WHS 

a son of this \,illage." 

Some time la.ter, the" outlawing 
of Communisb" by the Saigon 
regime caused great unrest in the 
countryside. V.H. hamlet ... va:; 

rated by the Quang Tri police as 
100% Communist. ~ay an(l her 
children wprc classified 111 " Cate­

gory C4" (most f1<tngerous Viet 
Con g) . She had to leave her 
house \'{here shc had li ... 'cd a 
short timf' with her husband, aml 
go to the enOl Viet concentration 

camp. 

she \\"as attending "denounce 
Communists" sessions. His brother 
Thang was born in a torture 
chamber; his umbilical cord 
had not been cut "''lhen his 
mother was put into Quang Trl 
pri~()n. During the two years and 
four months ill jail, she met 
ma.ny of her husband's h'iends 
and 'relatiycs, who hild guided her 

husband and herself to the right 
path. 1t was in prison that sh(' 

cn.me to knmv more about the 
revolution, and she was now more 
confident than en'r thn.t she coul(l 
brave the storm and continue to 

bring up her children. 

law which stipulates that {'n'ry 

citizen from 7 upwards, be he 
hoy or girl, shouliL join the pu­
pular organizatio1l of voluntary 

children. " 

"Whose sons arc> you, quyet 
and Thcll1g?" she taught her chil­
dren during her long sppll in jail. 

"Nay!" 

" Who was he (" 

" _-\n armyluan. " 

"\Vhen' is he ?" 

" III his grave, he wa':> killed 

by the French. ' 

" \lVhat will you do when grown 

up?" 

" We'll till our land to provide 

for you, mum!" 

;\.fter her release, Nay returned 

to V.H. village now regarded as 
"pacified" amI li ... ·ed in her for­

mer house. But in fact she and 
her co - villagers had left one 
concl'ntration camp only to live 
in another - camouflaged as a 

village. 

Quyet wa~ an intelligent boy; 
he was {one1 of study and quick 
01 understanding. While the other 
kids still regarded the "Yit't 
Cong" as men with a tail and 
long canine teeth, he already 
knew who they were. The two 
boys were living a quiet ]ife 
with their loving mother when 
the haml(,t was" brought uncler 

organization." 

1\ay was 1110St anxious, not 
knowing whether she could re£ist 
that police order, whl'ther heT 
children would continuc to 
remember who their {ather was 
and whether they still had sonlf' 
recollection of the Quang Tri 
prisnn. She follcHW'(1 ()uYf't's 
movements \"ery closely. 

But that actiye i-year-oILl boy 
little by little slipped out OJ' his 
mother's hands. One (lay Quyet 
rdurned from school with a 
Salem cigarette dangling from 
his lips. Nay snatclwd the ciga­
rette from his mouth. He did 
not cry but took anothc-r cigar­
ette from his pocket and grin­
llcd, while she burst into sobs. 

ThC' following year, when she 
went to Cam Lo to visit her hus­
band's grave, she committed 

Thang to the custody of a "'VOlnan 
in the IQcality who had a son in 
the guerilla unit. .-\:-i his elder 
brother was lost, this boy must 

he saved, she thought. 

Quyct kept company with the 
children of well-to-do families in 
the \"illagl' . .-\t T3, he like(l to s('(' 

n1.l(le~. _\t I+, h(' gave up schoo}­
ing and "-orked as masseur for 
the GIs at .\i Tu. With the mOI1('y 
earned he bought a tran:-iistor 
and a Seiko wrist-waLch .. \ few 
years 1a\er, 11(' joined the para~ 
troops to reyengc himself nil a 
friend, a. policeman's son, who 
had seduced his sweetheart, a 
whore. Seeing her son in n. spotte.t:l 
fatigue, siSler )\ay simply wept 

and wept. 

1n tl1(' popular ()HenS1H' 1Il 

Spring 197.!, (?uyC't -wa::; grie\"ou~~ 
Iy wounded and could not run 
away with his unit. One month 
later, in a grimy uniform, with 

" To make men of the chil(1rcn" 
was the aim of her life. She stoi­
callY endured the tortures metcd 
out "to her during the purge and 
the "dcnounct' Communists" 
meetings. She !'\wallowcd the 
insults and trie(l to listen calmly 
to the impudent and foolish 
speeches of the ruffians. The in­
habitants secretly helped her and 
her children, so that they might 
stand that hard trial. Her son 
( __ ?uyct walked his first steps whilt' 

The police chief gave the foL 
lowing explanation: "The coun­
tryside is the mainstay of the 

tousled hair as thin as a lath, hc 
returned to his \"illage. };ay urged 
him to report to the ,-illage com-
mittee. J-k was given a liaison 

natioll. The people are 
duty h.mncl tn ohs('rw' the (Culltimu:d 011 page 29) 

21 



us Economic Aid: 
Whom Does It Benifit? 

Full text vi testimony 0/ Diane AI. 1clles on behalf 0/ 
the Frt'ends Committee on Sational Lt'gislatio11 be/ort' tht .'ieJj­
ate Appropriations SHbwlIUlI-ittN on Forri{?H Operatiuns on 
SOHth T'it'l Sail! I'CO'HOl1lic aid -- J1/uIlh .!S, 197-1 

My name is Diane 11. Jone,;_ 
I am testifying today on 
behalf of the Friends COIll­

mittel' OIl 1\atiooa\ T ,('gislatioll, 
whose policies afe made by 
Frienels appointed froIll hvcnty­
two Friends' Yearly i\leetings 
and ten other Friends' organi­
zations, but which d(>('s not pur­
port to speak for all Friends. 

I \vish to thank tilt:' SubculJl­
mittef' for this ()Jlportunily to 
share Illy e:-.:periencl's and "jews 
as you consider tht' Administra­
tion's request fur supplemental 
fund:: of 5 + million dollars for 
economic aid tu South Viet Nam 
tor fiscal year 197-1. 

Along with my husband, '\li­
chae! ] ones, 1 haYe spent two a.nd 
a. haH vears in South Viet }.lam, 
sen'ing as Saigon representati'u· 
for the :\m!'rican Friends Sen·ice 
Committee, associated with thv 
Quaker rehabilitation project ill 
Quang ~gai, in centml Viet l':(lm. 
Wv have lin' I in Vid )..;am for 
two periods: first, from :\Ugll;.;t 

H)70 thruugh O:tober 1972 and 
more recently frum October [973 
until early Febrnar~' f'J7--l-. \\-Thile 
in Viet :\am I Ic,trlwd to speak 
Vie-tnamest.', which 1 bl'lin'e help­
ed me immensely in understand­
ing the people and the extrenH'ly 
complex situat iOll thne. 

.\s a result of my t'xperiences 
in VietNam, in particuLr my most 
recent post-" ceasefire" exper­
ience, I wish to testify to this 
committee against an incn:a~!' or 
even a continued high I('vel oj 
American economic aid to the 
Saigon government. 

The principle of substantial 
economic aid for South Vipt Nam 
is supported by many well-inten­
tioned Americans as ;\ way (Jf 
helping to n'pair a society \\~hich 
has suffered the ravages 01 t\Venty­
five years of bloody \Varfare. 
Ho-..vev('r, my own (Ihscrvations 
and my conH'rsatiolls \\"ith Viet­
namese pcoplc during lily fi'cellt 
vi"i1. han' led llle to COllcllHle 
that, [or the most part, ;\1Jlt'ri-
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can <lid is not humanitarian, that 
it dcC's not reach the people, and 
furthermore that no <,conomic aiel 
adminisl('rcd s,,!cly through t11c 
g(,\'el"nnlPnt in Saig(ln can have 
1tw /.'flect (1j healing tht· \\'oullds 
of war in Viet ~am. 

Tuc\ay I will limi.t my remarks 
<;olf'"ly to the largt· . ...;t portion of 
aid that l·S_--\ID ll'lx'ls ilS strictI v 
" hUnl;tllitariall, " lIanwly, aid i;) 
refugc'c . ..;. I will attempt -t" rc:Jatf' 
to tht· subcommittee onlv Ill\' 
din'ct personal (,XP{,l"it'llC('S ill 
this rt'gard. 

The .--\mcriC<lIl-SUpport('{1 pnJg­
ram for rdugecs in South Vi(~t 
-:\am now has basically two majur 
components, both aimed at re­
mO\'lng refugees f"rom reJugt'C 
camps (I): moving them back tu 
their h,)ml' areas, under tht' 
"Return to Village" program, 
and (2) moYing them to ne\\ 
areas under the" Resettlement " 
progralll. Last December and 
January I \\-as able to yisit 
a llumber ()i" both "I{durn t,) 
Village" and "Hcsf'ttlcmcnt 
~itl's in a numl)('r of proyinccs. 

"Return to Village" 
The con(litiol1s I found in the 

Rvturn to Vil1age camps I \'isit­
ell were appalling. ln the first 
place, despitt' the namf', these 
camp" l()oked nothing likp yilla­
ges, but like concentration camps, 
some of them totally surroundvd' 
by barbed win' or bamboo stake 
ft.:nccs, with tall military watch­
towers on t he perimeters. r II 
camps in Quang Tri, (luang 1\am, 
and (!uang ::\gai pnn-inces, I 
If'anwd that pcuple were not 
allowed beyond the camp boundct.­
ries, exct'pt during certain hours 
of the day, for example, betw('/'Tl 
7 a·m. and 5 p.nt. The inhabitants 
of these camps had to regist('r 
\dth camp officials when thf'y 
If'ft and when they returned. 

In Xuyen Phlloc camp in Quang 
::\,lln proYinct', I talked extensive­
lr with a gO\'('rnment ofi"icial, 
\\ ho jl!Jd IlW his jotl was politi-

cal control (If the populaticn. 
T11io; ufticial \\";LS a lllember of 
the" Hural j)(-'ydopment " Corps, 
\\ hicn is also an :\nH'rican-fundhi 
:tlld-ad\'is('d program. J !/' sJlO\\"("d 
mE' sLl.eks 01 pictures, 01H' picture 
of each family in the camp, 
posing in front of an anti-com­
munist slogall alld a portrait of 
I'rt'siclent Tliit'IL H!' said that lit' 
hall to check duilv (·etch family 
against their family portrait to 
see if anyone had entered or leh 
tht' camp without registering- \vith 
the C,llllp otficials. lIe told Ill(' 

that an\, n'sidt'nt \\·jlO desired 10 

moY(' il~\·ay from tht' camp must 
haye written p('rmission from the 
ca.mp authorities and must r('port 
again to til{' local ~lOlice upon 
n'aching his or her destination. 
I f anyone (lis;:qJp(,;Il"cd without 
asking permi . ..;£inn, lw said, the 
persoll'S farnil\' c(lul:1 be arrested. 

The Ih)litical control in tIlt' 
Return to Villagp camps I visited 
has ~l strong impact un living 
standards. Bl·cau.-;(' inhabitants 
wpre' allowed out"idt, thr- camp 
only bdwet'll fixed hour" of the 
day, bl'cause in SOB\(· C<l_"';(·S they 
had to walk a long \\-ay to reach 
tlwir farm land, or in (It her cases 
had no farm lalld aYailable to 
them, tlwy could not support 
tht.'lllsel \ies adequa.tely. For 
example, at Cam Thanh Return 
to V.illagt> camp in Quang :\am 
pronnce, \-magers told Ill/' that 
they could Hot grow anything 
because all of their farm lanG 
was on tilt' other sidt, of the 
" ceasefire " Jine, anel that the S<:ti­
.!2;on government troops gl1arding 
the camp \vould not allow them 
to go ba.ck and farm their land, 
even during the (L:lytime . .-\t tlw 
time I visit(~d, peuple in that camp 
were eating chopped bana.na trcl.' 
stalk and were fearful of starva­
tion in the coming weeks. \\·e 
interviewer] the village chief of 
that c;lmp and he ackniJ\\'Iedged 
tha.t ihe CcUllp resitll~nts all \vish­
ed to go back to their original 
farm land, but :.: The:y cannot," 
he told us, " because the commu­
nist_...; arc out there." We asked 
him \\"hy the Yillagers were 
brought to such a miserable camp 
in the first placC'. His straight­
forward an'>wer surprisC'd me: 
" The reasons for setting up this 
camp were more strategic than 
humanitari,lll," he said, 

"Strategic" seemed to me a H'ry 
apt description for the "Return 
to Village" campsites 1 saw. A 
close friend of mine described, 
to me a "Return to Village" 
camp Ott tIl(' Batagnan pen ill­
sub in (]uang !:\gai province 
where his elderly parents now 
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h've, '\N\,('n '\..\"\l' \><';1:~'" P.>c.c,> \ 
kg:reCrHO".nt "·.~S s~g-nel\, h'''' pa-,ent" 
,,,, .. t'(O \',:i.ng in "th<>~r hon,., Yi.na!,!;c 
aTP", , ... \~\('.h ,,,,,,, ',,'I:. '\..\,e. 'I:.\Tne un'\"T 
the COllt rol oj tlit' Y'rOYl:-,iuna\ 
Re'\"olutionary Go\:ernment. Two 
months later Saigon government 
troops shelled the area, ll1o'\"ed in, 
rounded up the people into a 
barbed-wire enclosure, and called 
it a" j{cturll to Village" camp. 
A Saigon go'\"ernment outpust was 
established concurrently \\"ith the 
camp, 

The Resettlement Program 

The second thrust of the L .S.­
aided Saigon governmcllt program 
to deal with refugees is the" l,-e­
settlement" program. Refugees 
from areas which are contested 
or controlled by the Pnn"isional 
Revolutiollal"y (;overnment are 
being encouraged by the Saigon 
goyernment to resettlr in new 
areas, in camps or new \'illages 
which are controU('11 by Saigoll. 
L~ndt~r this program largt' num­
ber::; of refugees are no\': being 
mo\"ed from central Vietnam to 
provinces in tht~ South, lllClutling 
Hinb Tny and Long Khanh. 
Governmental promises to the 
new settlers are many but they 
often fall short of fuliitlment. We 
met settlers in Binh Tuy prov­
ince ·who had been waiting seven 
months for the government to 
dig the wells it had promised to 
dig and clear the farmland it had 
promised to cleal', We met women 
settlers in Dong Den camp, also 
in Binh Tuy, who, despite govern~ 
ment promises, lw,{l had to clear 
by hand tht' plots uf land for 
their 0\\'11 houses, Like the govern­
ment's representative at the camp, 
they had no i{lea wilen their 
future farm land \wlUld be cleared 
out of the thick jungle. 

Stories of large-scale corruption 
in the system are widespread aml 
believable when one seps tht' 
conditions in those camps and 
talks with the inhabitants. The 
American ad\'iser in 13inh Tuy, 
whose main duty was to afl\'ise 
the resettlement program, told 
me, for example, that corruption 
was one reason ·why lan{l \vas not 
being cleared for tbe settlers, He 
said' the Saigon Hesettlement 
office was paying out I IO thous­
and piastres per hectare to 
VECCO Corpomtion,a LS,A.I.D.­
supported organization, for clear­
ing, They \vere then subcontract­
ing tlw job to someone else, who 
wa~; in turn subcontracting the 
job again. When the contr;lct got 
o.O\V11 to the actnal people who 
",pre clearing tht' land, ilH'r(' was 

(Continu,'d 011 pug/' 30) 
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THE NEW 
(CuldiHtf,ed jTom page 9) 

So far, a number of us have 
not paid enough attention to the 
study of the problem of the fami­
ly. That.'s why they do not clearly 
realize the nature of the relations 
between the family and society, 
the position and function of the 
family under the :-:ocialist regime', 
Some comrades think that a j'cvo­
lutionary should not speak of the 
family, because to ::;peak of t.he 
family is to speak of individual 
interests, of personal affairs which 
arc not ill agreement with col1(>c­
bve morality, 

This is nol so. A n·volutionary 
<.Ioes not nnuerstimate the family. 
He is not a "no family" man 
as the anti-Communists used to 
aUegl'. On the contrary, a patriot, 
(l lwrsoll who cherishes the high 
ideol,)gy ()f s(xialism, it fight!:'r 
who \en'('ntly struggle,.., [or till' 
happim'ss of the pl'oph' cannot 
but pay great attention tv the 
family, With regard to lhi", ques­
tion, Ol1r basic pDint of view is: 
the interests and happiness of the 
family is bound up with the> 
interl'::;ts and happiness of society. 
.\nd th" happiness of a society is 
manift'st{'d through tlw happiness 
of each of its members, of each 
family. 

In fact, there can be no family 
happinf'ss, if there is still class 
{'xploitation if the people arC' 
still suffering and thc wholt, 
socidy is not enjoying happiness, 
For thi:-; reason, in their resolute 
struggle to liberate the nation, 
liberate the class, the revolu­
tionary and th(·' patiotic citizen 
know how to put the common 
inten~"ts bdofl' and above all; 
for the common interest, they are 
n'a(ly to sacrifice all private 
interests. And \ ... ·hat is the \vhole 
signific:lnc(! of this struggle full 
of sacrifices? It aims at fl'alizing 
a frt'(' and happy society frct' 
from want and can.', Once til(' 
society is happy, naturally the 
family is happy, ton. • 

Thc socialist revolution brings 
happiness to all families, With 
the successful building of social­
ism, the material and moral life 
of the fami! V is secured and 
impro .... ed witli evcry passing day, 
On the other hand, a well-organ­
ized, cht'erful and bappy family 
life is a very important condition 
for the \vorking people so that 
the)' may (I('Yot(' thems('hc's with 
t'nthu-;iasIll to the s('rvic(' ()f soci-

WOMEN 
d y, To have a guotl organization 
of family Ide in conformity vdth 
the norms of the new life is an 
important condition of the builct­
ing of a new society, to secun' 
the progress of society in the 
fields of cconomy, culture and 
morality. President Ho Chi Minh 
once said: "It i~ right to pay 
gn'at attention to the family, 
because ma.ny families added 
together make up a society; a 
good society ensures good fami­
lies, and good families ensure a 
good society," 

Through unceasing development 
of production to satisfy the evcr 
gro\-ving material and cultural 
needs of the people, that is the 
requirement of the basic econom~ 
ic law of socialism. 1 n many 
ca"es, these llC'ed,'i arc met on the 
basis of the family unit. That i:-; 
why the Party, (~o\.'enlInent, and 
ma::;s nrg<.nizations must care (or 
the lift, of ('ach family in all 
aspect,;: clothing, food,- honsing, 
the bringing up and education of 
the children, When we solve the 
problems relating to the people's 
hfe, we must pay attC'ntion to the 
family unit with its diversified 
needs-. We must stri Vl' to serve 
family 11k well to create the best 
condi'\.ions fur family acth'ities. 
What i~ to be done for a family, 
for the Iw('{ls of <L family's life ? 
Thi::; question cannot be a voided 
when studying questions of econo­
my, productioIl <tIHl hying condi­
tions, it must be brought up in 
co~operativl's, at district and pro­
vincial levels, anti in the State 
plan in general. Only when we 
ha v{' a deep scn~e of serving thC' 
people and know very well each 
family's \i'\."ing conditions, its food 
and lodging, etc" can we correct~ 
ly answer the questions "What 
should be dOl,le for a family?" 
" What should be done to serve 
the people better?" The whole 
society takes care of each family 
and builds it into a happy, w('ll~ 
off family so that it can contrib­
ute more to building a new 
society, Everyone must care for 
the life and happiness of the 
family, not in a selfish. narrow­
minde{l way, but with a sense of 
being collective master of society, 
~ot only \v'~ must take care of 
our own family but we must also 
pa.y concern t'o all other families 
in society. Efforts should bC' 
~'x{'rtecl to organize family hfc 
rationally and in accordance with 
tlw gene1"al situation of tht' 
country so a'i to create conditions 
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live. \Ylwn the Paxis Peace 
Agreement \\ a~ signed, hili parents 
,verc liying in their home village 
area, which was at tile timr lllHle[ 
the control ()j till' Pro\"isiunal 
Revolutiunary l;o\:ernrnt'llt. Two 
months later Sai.gon gm ernment 
troops shelled the area, moved in, 
ronnde(l up the people intn a 
barbed~wil"e enclosure, ;llHl called 
it a " I{durn to Village" camp. 
A Saigon goyernment outpC:'it was 
established concllrrcntly \\ ith the 
e:lmp. 

The Resettlement Program 

The second thrust ul the t" .S.­
aided Saigon government program 
to deal with refugees is the" Re­
settlement" program. Refugees 
from areas which are contestc(l 
or controlled hV the Provisional 
Revolutionary (;overnmcnt are 
being encouraged by thE> Saigon 
goyernment to I"('svttiP in ne'v 
areas, in camps or new \'illages 
which are controlkd by Saigon. 
L~nder this progra(E large num­
bers of refugees are nnw being 
moved from central Vietnam to 
pro\"ino's in the South, including 
B-inh Tuy and Long Khanh. 
Governmental promises to the 
new settlers are many uut they 
often fall short of fulfillment. We 
met settlers in Binh Tuy prov­
ince who had been waiting seven 
months for the government to 
dig the wells it had promised to 
dig and clear the farmland it had 
promised to clear. We met ,vomen 
settlers in Dong Den camp, also 
in Binh Tuy, who, despite go\"ern­
ment promises, ha,l had to clear 
by hand th" ploH of land for 
theiro"\\"11 houses. Like the gOH'rn­
ment's representati\'{j at the camp, 
the v had no idea when tlH'ir 
future farm land would be cleared 
out of the thick jungle. 

Stories Ot large-scale corruption 
in the system are widespread and 
belie\"able when one seC's the 
conditions in those camps and 
talks with the inhabitants. The 
American <L{}Yiser in Hinh Tuy, 
whose main duty ,vas to ad vise 
the resettlement program, told 
me, for example, that corruption 
was one' reason 'why land was not 
being cleared for the settlers. He 
said the Saigon Resettlement 
office ,vas paying out I [0 thous­
and piastres per hectare to 
VECCO CorporatioIl,(l l;.S.A.I.D.­
supported organization, for clear­
ing. They were then subcontract­
ing the job to someone else, who 
was in turn SUbcontracting the 
job again. When the contract got 
flown to the actual people who 
Wt'fl' clf'aring till' land, there' wa:--; 

(Conti1Ul.l'd utJ PU!;(' 3u ) 

THE NEW 
(C'lJlltilltud from page y) 

So far, ;1 llumbpr of us have 
not paid enough attention to the 
study ()f th(-' problem of tIl(' fami­
ly. That':-; why tiley do not clearly 
realize the nature of the relations 
between the family and society, 
the position and function of the 
hunily under the socialist rcg-im,'. 
Some comrades think that a revo­
lutionary shoul,l not speak of th(, 
family, because to speak of the 
family is to speak of individual 
interests, of personal affairs which 
are not ill agreement with coll{'c­
tiYe morality. 

This is not so . .-\ n·vulutionarv 
docs not undel·stimate the family" 
He is not a "no family" mall 
as the anti-Communists used to 
allege. On tlH' contrary, a patriot, 
a pl'rson who cherishes LlH' high 
irieol<.lg-y uf _,",llcialism, a fightt-r 
who f{'f\·,'Iltly struggle_,", for tIl(' 
happiness 01 tht' pc-opif' cannut 
but pay great attention to the 
fa.mily. With regard to this fjuc,;­
tion, ()ur basic puint of view is: 
the interests and happiness of the 
family is bound up with the 
inten:-sb and happiness of society. 
.\nd the happiness of a society is 
manif,'skd through the happiness 
of each of its mt.·mbers, of each 
family. 

in fact, theft:' can be no family 
happinf'ss, if there is still class 
exploitation if the people arC' 
still suffering and t11e wholl' 
society is not enjoying happiness. 
For this n'<tson, in their resolute 
struggle to liberate th(' nation, 
liberati' the class, the revolu­
tionary and thl' patiotic citizen 
know how to put the common 
inten'sts bl'for(' and abo\"(' all· 
for the common interest, they an: 
ready to sacrifice all pri\"ate 
interests. And what is the whole 
significance of this struggle full 
of sacrifices? It aims at realizing 
it fret' amI happy :;ocietv free 
from want and carl'. UncI' the 
society is happy, naturally the 
family is happy, too. . 

The socialist revolution brings 
happim'ss to all families. With 
the successful building of social­
ism, the material and moral lift, 
of the famil V is secured and 
impn.n;ed wit11 CVf'ry passing day. 
On the other hand, a well~organ~ 
iwd, checrful and happy family 
life is a vcry important condition 
for tht~ ,vorking people so that 
they may uevote tlwlTlselYl's with 
vnthu-;iasIll to 1ht' scrvicl' of soci-

WOMEN ... 
('ty. To ]wn' a ~ood urganizatioll 
of family life in conformity with 
the norms of the new life is an 
important condition of tlw build­
ing t)f a n('w socictv, to Sl'cun' 
the progfes:-; of society in the 
helds of L'COnOIllV, culture and 
morality. Presir1l'~t Ho Chi l\linh 
once said; "It is right to pay 
great attention to the hunil);, 
b('C;luse many families adued 
togt,ther makl' up ,l -;ocil'ty; a 
good society ensu!·es guod fami­
lies, and good families ensure a 
good s()ciety." 

Through Utlc('<lsing (it-n'lopment 
of production to satisfy the {'\'n 
growing ma.terial anti cultural 
nec'tis of the people, that is the 
n'quirement of the basic econom­
IC law of sociali:-:;ll1. I t1 many 
eases, these Ill'Clls :lH' met on the 
basis of the family unit. That i.'> 
why the P,lrty, (;oyernment, and 
1lla~:-- nrg<dlizations must care (or 
the lik of each family in all 
aspl'ch: clothing. food, honsing, 
the bri~lging up and education of 
the children. When we solve th(~ 
problems rdating to the people's 
life, we must pay attention to the 
family unit with its diversified 
needs'. Wt' lnust striv(' to serve 
family lih- \\cll to create the' best 
conditions rur family activities. 
What is to be done for it family, 
for tlll' n~l'ds of a family's life ~ 
This (lucstion cannot be avoi(kd 
when studying questions of econo­
my, production anel liying comli­
tions. H lllllst be brought np in 
co-operatives, at (listrict and pro­
vincial leveb, and in the State 
plan in generaJ. Only when we 
ha ve a deep scme of serving the 
peoplc and knmv very ... \fell each 
family's living conditions, its food 
and lodgmg, etc., can we correct~ 
ly answer th(' questions "Wha1 
should be done lor a family?" 
" What should be done to serve 
the people better?" The whole 
society takes care 01 e'l:lch family 
and builds it into a happy, w('ll~ 
off family so that it can contrib~ 
ute more to building a new 
society. Everyone must care for 
the hie and happiness of the 
family, not in a selfish, narrO\v~ 
minded way, but with a sens€ of 
being collective master of society. 
0.:ot only we must take care o[ 
our own family but we must also 
pay concern to all other families 
in society. Efforts should be 
\'xl'rted to organize family life 
rationally and in acconlance \\'itl1 
t lw general sitnation of the 
country so as to create conditions 
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for eacl] familv Illember to lui fil 
to the utmost his duty t() 
society. 

I 'ndt'l" llw s{Jcialist )'('gilllt" the 
conjugal relationship is based on 
real lo\'e. The wife and husband 
do not depend on each other 
economically, their marriage is 
based on l(~\ c. This Ion" is nut 
an ephemeral one, but a lasting 
sentiment cOllstanily cunsoliciatec1 
by mutual respect and ideological 
affinity. Mutual respect bd\Yl't~n 
husb;:uld and wi fe means that 
they sho\'l consideration for each 
oth('r's character and opinions 
and show constant edncern and 
care Jor each other. Their trut: 
mutual love and re.spect will make 
them live in harmony. Tog('tht'r 
thev will settle familv affairs, 
take good care of their- children, 
help each ot-lwr make progress in 
all fields and encourage each 
other to fulfil their socia-l obliga­
t ions. A Vidnamese proverb 
-;ays; " ,\ hu,>band and wile who 
bye in harmon\' can scoop dr\' 
the Eastern Sen:," Such a {nmil\' 
is a happ).' one and when all th-e 
families are happy, the \\·hole 
societ\' \\"ill have an abundance 
of happine~s. 

I would like to talk especially 
about the great social significance 
oj the role oj the. mother in the 
family. The mother gives birth 
to children, brings them up, 
perpetuates the race and ensures 
society's exiOitence and deve1op­
ment.- Of course the father's role 
cannot be neglectf'll. Howevcr 
"the father's giving life to a 
child cannot compare \\'ith the 
fostering of a mother." That is a 
V ietname~(· ,saying, a particular 
feature of YictnamL'se culture. In 
contrast to the fcmlal culture 
which humiliates \\-omen \\-ho are 
regarded as" difficult to eilucatf' " 
am] requires that the" wife obt·y 
the husband's orders," the pe()ple'~ 
culture upholds the spirit to " :-\. 
husband and wife who Ii \'e in 
harmon\- can scoop dry the 
Eastern' Sea" and rais~s 1 he 
mother to a re . ..,pectable position, 
"the father's gi\"lllg lile to a 
child cannot compan' \\-ith the 
fostering of a mother," "foster­
ing " here means to takt' care tor 
and educ'lte. Our new culture, 
the socialist cldturv, has inherited 
and dev(-'Ioped this noble tradition 
of humanitarianism of the nation 
and people's culture', 

The nwthcr gives birth to the 
child in pain. She fosters her 
child with her milk, her bluud 
and her soul and all her strength. 
Besides tlw great obligation to 
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tJw Fatherbnd and the revolution, 
is there anything more sacu'd 
than the love of a mother for lwr 
child? Are there any sacrifice awl 
<ien)tioll which can- match tllO::-ie 
uf the Illother for her child! 

"Educate our children from 
inlancy "- the child's acquain­
tance \\lith human culture is first 
of all through the mother. Evenr 
second, every minute the mothe'r 
hands down' to her child her own 
feelings, her own thoughts and 
her O"Wn experiences in life. Each 
\vord, each smi}t" each expression 
on her face, sad or joyful, leaves 
it deep imprint 011 -the child's 
mind which he keeps throughout 
his life. To teach him 110\\- to 
talk. ho\\' tu smiIt-, to lullaby him 
with song,; full of tneaning, to 
gi\e him good advice, etc., it i" 
precisely in this \\av that thr 
mother -contrihutes to· safeguard­
ing and handing down the national 
culture from g{;IH'ration to genera­
tion 

There is no as"t:ssment of the 
mother's contributioll more 
corn'ct and comprehensive than 
the following onp by Presiclent 
J-Io Chi Minh: "Our people are 
very grateful to the mothers in 
both zones, South and North, who 
have given birth to and fostered 
many generations of heroes in our 
country." Tlw Viet Nam Father­
land owes its heroic sons and 
daughters to the contributions of 
heroic, undaunted, faithful and 
responsible mothers. For many 
centuries, it is the Vietnamesl' 
mothers wh() have transmitted to 
us the mettle of the Tnmg Sisters 
and ] ,ad" Trieu, industrious 
labour all(1 Im.-e of country and 
()j hOllIe. \'ie should be proud uf 
our Vietnamese 1ll0tiH'rs. 

\lIie understand the mother's 
role \\-jth all its noble social 
significance. The child in the 
socialist regime is the offspring 
of his mother and father and at 
the same timc o( th(' society as 
a whole. To gi\'c birth to a child 
to fo<;tc1' him and educate him 
1S a special l:1nctiOll uf till' 
mother. Ho\\'cycr, it is also tht' 
responsibility and obligation uf 
the whole of socidv, bf'caus(' in 
our society, no ones-]iy('s isolated 
from tlw community of working 
peopl(' and broad social co-opera­
tion. On the contrary, in Ow old 
society, giYing birth to a child 
and bringing lim up was r('gard­
I'd as a duty of the mother alol1e, 
of {'ach family. That is why 
mothers in the oppressed and 
t'xploitcd chsses who endured 
untold "ufferings as hired labour-

ns, felt yet gr('ilter humiliation 
in delivering and bringing up 
their children. 

I t is not so, with the mothers 
under our regime. Women now 
enjoy a new life, they have be­
come the collective masters of 
society and an' treated \'lith 
respect. The whole society can's 
for the problems of childbirth 
and the bringing up of children. 
Thi.s is a responsibility which 
society IllU"t assume for the sake 
of its (Jwn existence and the 
common happiness, in the inter­
psts of social progress and the 
fnture of mankind.-

The mot her who brings up 
healthy amI good children IS, 1Il 

fact, fUlfilling a noble function 
for the happiness of society and 
for her own happiness. The 
father and mother make a 
glorious contribution to SOCiety 
\\fhen tlIP)" give it worthy sons 
who 1J1a~e good citizens, good, 
strong, vlrtuous and re"ourcefu} 
workers. In the intl'rests of 
SOCiety and for the happiness of 
each family, for the present life 
and the happiness of future 
generations, ail necessary meas­
ures should be taken by the 
State to care for the material 
and spiritual life of mothers and 
children. 

One of the targets of prime 
importance for the socialist 
revolutiol\ is the formation of the 
new man. This new man is the 
product of the entire socialist 
revolution and socialist construc­
tion. However, he must be train­
ed right from no,'l on, from the 
first drops of milk, from the 
first care by society and the 
family, frolll the affection and 
advice of the mother and father 
ever since his childhood. Many 
traits of the mind and character 
of a man were formed very early, 
in embryo, right in his childhood, 
under the direct inf1.uence of the 
family. Social influences act on 
the child through the family 
e1l\·ironment. Only virtuous par­
ents can bring up their children 
into virtuous men. The example 
of the parents alone has very 
great educational strength. Thus 
both mother and £ather play an 
important rok and assume great 
responsibility in the formation 
of the new man. The family 
should be an expression of all 
that is new, beautiful, progressive 
emerging in our society. It 
should fulfil all that the new 
society demands from each in­
diyidllal. 
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R
_·\I![() Hanoi <111llUU\ICes. till' 

I1r"t "'ayes of the \\'1l1tcr 
monsoon: this '-"/Cry night a 

.'~n·y, chilly wind \\-ill SWI~()P c\()"\\ n 
lin the plain, but nuw the lll{Jrn­
ing is dazzling with the remains 
of autumn: azure amI honey, 
yenlure and mist, the luminous 
emerald 01 the lakes, tile t\ljttl'r­
ing of s\\-allo\\-.'> (lying past. 

\\/e left the capital b" a road 
rUllll ill t-;" ,\long the l{t~d l<:.iH'1" 
tow(lnl thl' hInt' mountains on 
the horizol1. TUI\-anl tfw exotic. 
\:()r cvcn t(l the YWlIlLltlll'"e li\-illg 
in t\H' delta sn llld!l\' nl\'stcric~ 
H'll1aill UIl\'t,il\!(] in this ~lllCil'llt 
"country oj malign,lnl "pirib 
and P()j:';'IIling \Iater,' inhabited 
by wen of the jungle," <L cilillliry 
reached only b~ glJlng Lll" up­
.. ,j ream. ,. where t hert' \\"CiT IV) 

\r,lck:-, so that our fureucar" h,\(1 
to go thcr(' b:-' pala1lquin ill\ 

ll'\,-C'cback (,I' '-.illlp\~· (J!l j, nt. 

TIll' W,!;', <II\<\ the big iIIJl)(1 ut 
I'I/[ Iw\'-, ldt their In<lrks Ull tIl(' 
r"ad \\"hic.h, partly -;trippcII of ito; 
<v,phah, rUllS past nllned to\\'n­
"I lip" ;\lld dl'Y<lstalt'tl lMTlCLll<l and 
1()1l'-!,-U'(' .~]'()\"('''. \tter "u mall\ 
nntc<11s, tht' ~urth \-it'tn,lI11\'<'-C 
lawl is bpginnillg t" riC'v ag<lill 
lr,Htl the ",,,jll':, Tlll're (In' llc\\l\"­
built hub, thcir thalcll (,r p,lllll 
rI,,-)h -,llining III th' sunlight. 
,\\' 'Il).! the "tLlight l'lilh;lllkll)("llh 
\\-Ilich (:i\'jdc till' pd<ill\' field", 
lll.d.;:illg them i()uk like lil·C sqllalt's 
of <I clll',..;sbr'ard, the lerms (,I' till' 
young \\ <.lnwn pea' ants ..,('Clll tl' 

nv as the\" C,(lTY ba..;kcts ,,1 
g'~ld(,ll ric(' 1111 tilt'if ~'()I((_"-'; the 
autum1l ere'\! IS being l\r(Ollgitl UI 

-:'\ 0 2.1 May 1974 

lMA CES 

(Travd ;'Votes) 

ILtYillt.( pa'isl'd by Hach Hal', 
the junction oj the Heel, Black 
and Cle,H Ei'\-crs, we i'ind oursches 
ill thL' heart of the .\Iidhmls with 
their tin'li'ss ~Llcccssion of indus­
trial crops, cassava, pine-apples, 
tea, aurasin, lacquer trees. On 
the hills, palm trees stretch as 
far ,I~ the evc call set', their shinV' 
le,\\c,-, reIiecting light like s;) 
ma.ny imIllense green suns. ~()i 
lar frum the ruin~ or the Viet Tri 
jndu:-otri:ll centre, near the Lam 
Th"w Superphusphate' P];lllt, it 

hill rises ab<)\'e tlw rolling cuuntry 
like a ureakcr, carrying skywart! 
a wilitc temple hiddell under agc­
(>ld tree~: that i,,,; till' templv deci­
catcd tu the LoS "llllllg" h.il1g~ 
wbo st(lrt{'d II) reign ~,()n(l Y<'cHS 
a;';d :Lnd [ollnilcd what IS now 

Vid -:\<l1ll. 

TIll' "it!" 1l1uJt'~tIC bul 0)" n1\ 
Illl'all~ ::U\Clllll or cll!st('re, oyer­
hang,..; a silt-\ad<':1l s('ctiull of tlll' 
Hyi\ i<i\'er. Fr()lll tIll' Iltl]('}" sick, 
it 1'('Cl,j\l':=; h<.:lllage from ~J') 'ell-­
pilant hills' quitting the mOU!1-

ta;nolls hinterland tn kneel 
amidst the inl1ul1ll'r,!l)k littk 
11ill...: TIl(' lllln(!n.'(ith ('kph<Lllt 
11(''' I,lr <twa:;, .tll aI, Ill', :1" b )(~\ 
~t'\('r{'d lr()1ll it ... II('(Id. Its 1;("cL 

bt:ar:-, a gaJl1l1g " ... uUlHl-(1 strip uf 
rcd l'artil , the sacred animal ha~ 
bl"('n puni~lled {nr haYing strayed 
[roIll tlle herd anei for having 
turned hi~ cyes away from the 
"ancestral sanctuary." The pic­
turesque and the lll:.lXycllollS arc 
intenvoY(,1l on this land where 
kgcnd locates the origins of tll{' 
Vietnalllese nati()u. Each viJI;~gf' 
here lla~ its kgelli I, e,tch lI,lll­

lnUlW ib tcmple, dedicated tu (l 
lWf(j (If the time of the nation',.; 
birtll. TIll' recent di:=;cOHTV of 
till' brilliant lleu-lithic phullg: 
.\gUyl'!l ci\-iliz<Ltion has cl,nfirlJlcd 
many (1[ the data gatilen'd lr(lIJl 
folklore, The kgelld(lry cradic 01" 
Viet "\am has been con1'inlwd by 
history- . 

The tc>rrai 11 bvc(lnw 111' 'IT i"1l;.!;ged 
as we rul1el\ llorthward I'-i)r kilu­
llwtre,-" j'l.te[itizcd hill" uIl(kr af­
rore~t<l.ti()l1 scarlet <,:\.rlI1, tell(ll'r 
i'-rt'f-'ll foli,q~T filul p~tst likl' a 
Ilarl.c'luill Lal\el. .\nd tliCIl, creep­
ing up ('11 US, came tIll' jungk 
opposing a. dcfensivl' h'Jllt, aU,,­
letT, intcrt\yincd,... ill "( HW plac('s 
impl'lH.'trable, against the work 
of man, 

_\t Du(tn !{ung, u'kbr<t\l'd 1(J1" 
11- ,c:r<1pdruit, ,-.,-c-) t"c<lcll(,d tbl' 
t Im'sl!,;!iI (d' the Highlands. Dur­
Illg till' .\utumn - v.,:lnter 1~J.f7 
(fkn ... i\-, again.,t till' \'iet Bac 
this (listrict c~lpital had \\illleSspd 
brilliant fe,li-; uf ;lnns \\-l1ich had 
l:r:st tJ1I' French c(ll()lliali~ts a 
\\"I,o!c ll.-)tilla on till' ('kar Rive\". 
It is tu the Viet B:,c tbat the 
)"al iOllal Highway ~(l ~, un which 
\\-c dW\T lead,:" that impregnable 
\la"tirl\\ (d' ill(' al1ti-Fl-cnch re:;i-,t­
ancf', !'Jrllll'rly :1 ~print!b(\ani of 
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the Vietnamese H'\'ol u tion and 
t he cradle 0 f the Dcmocratic 
Hepublic, no\".. an autonomous 
zone peopled by U\Tr twenty 
ethnic groupings. 

We did not, howe\ cr, go as far 
atj the Viet Bac, but turned to the 
left toward the North - \Vest, up­
~tream the along Chay Riyer which 
flO\ .... s into the Clear River, toward 
Hoang Lien Son, the highest 
mountain range of Viet ~am and 
also of Indochina, \'.lith its famous 
culminating point, .\Iount Fan Si 
Pan. 

,', 

Yen Hai. Bitter smell 01 Lao 
herbs, yellO\'.li~h elephant gl'ass, 
" rno " tI'ees with their straight 
and slen(ler trunks, standing like 
lines of white exclamation mark,> 

on the dark green of the lleighb. 

The region was not unknown tn 
me and I remembered well thl' 
dank obsession of its forest­

leaves streaming with water in 
summer and dripping in winter, 
phosphorescent humus, the night, 
with the tropical haunting of its 
micrO\vorld: leeches, insects with 

a thousand names and other 
unpleasant guests. Screaming of 
monkey,'; in the d<1~rt in}('. Hoar of 
tigers disturbing thv night .. \.)]() 
,!lso tIle clear, prolougcli murmur 
or the "tllti-tuti" binl, somc­
where to\',:anl midl1i~ht, :;ounc1lng 
b )th quite clo.'ic ,tnd di~tant, :IS 

if it were rising rroll) till' b()~l)tn 
o[ the cartl]. 

had li\-vd in f-lds prm iuce, 
.'iharing tllL'life or tJll; lligilland_ 
('rs. (Jur countrymen from 
thl' minoritil':-' lodged the resist_ 
ance carin':, in their dark houses 
on stilts which also sheltered 
buffaloes, pigtj and poultry. The 
animals liveci on the grounci, 
separated from the men by a 
tilin bamboo Iioor through \\'hich 
canlt' it W_lll.'>l' ,Lti llg sIndl and 

clouds of littk insccts. The 
revolution hacl only just triumph­

ed and the mountain pcople \HTC 

still living ill inexpressible 1l11-

sny, feeding partly on tubers and 
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\vild wgctablcs, covering thc1l1-

scln~s with patc1wd clothes 
or fibrous barks of "xlii" trcl's 
(" tapa:-; " ill the local dialect) and 
sleeping on till' Jioor without llIat 

or blanket ncar a \\Tood fire. Their 

hamlets, often located decp in 
the jungle, were accessible only 
by muddy paths, crossed by 
dead branches which caught your 
legs and tripped you up. Malaria 
gave them a swollen face, a 
yellow skin and an inflated 
belly - in traditional bc1ii.,f till' 
result ur water poisoning anel 
many of them had the lumps 
of goitre:; on their nccks. Steril­
ity would strike the wonwn, 
\vhill~ many among the few nc\\'­

born babies cliE'd of pernicious 
malaria in ::mm1ller and broncho­

Plleumonia in winter (people 
blamed them on the c\'il spirits). 
This primitive life, though mon' 
or less impro\'ed during thl' 
rcsbtancL', lasted practically till 
the restoration of peace III 

mid-Ilj54· 

J\'owadays, one can 110 longl'r 
recognize YClI Bai, At the Dong 
Ly crossroads, when' there used 
to be thick forests of bamboo 
and liana, a group of buildings 
has sprung up with a bus station 
and a State-run cafc-rcsta.urilnt 
\\'hich, b('sidcs nce <llld 1!J(' 

u..,u,ll dislws, Sl'r\·('S;1 ta<;ty ll(jnrik 
:;oup, the "J-lho," ~w('et bC;lll 

.~oup~ and tea which you prepare 
yours('lf ill a tiny ka sen-je(', 
as till' "ch()1ar'i of :111Cicllj tillle.., 
used t<l ttl). L(',,:; th;lll 01l(' kilo­
llletrv to til(' llorthe;l'it l~ the 
Tlmc Bit lake. \ big (i;)m (1f the 
same name \\"<lS built a fe\\ 

years ago on the CJlay l{i\-tT 
\\--ith <L 12(),Ooo-k\\- hydrn-po\\-{T 

station which W<-LS later .~crioll"Jy 
damagell by US bombs and is 
now umlvr reconstruction. Iligll 
tl'n~ion lines stretch from widel~'­
spaced pylons accross the region. 
011 this artificial lake many 
dic:,l'l boats arc to 1Jl" SCCIl and 
three flotillas will soon be :tctiv\'-
01H' for fishing, 
trall~port and the 
tounSlIl. Gulls are 

set t Ie in this region. 

another 
third 

coming 
There 

for 

fur 

to 
are 

also plans for building workers' 
rest centres therl', 

After Dong Ly we came to 
the new road network opcIlPd 
in the mi(ldlc of the US war 
escalation and covering the whole 
border regIOn. An endless line 
of crackling trucks and tractors 
of the State foresti-y service, 
breaks the wild monotony of the 
undergrowtll. The mountains are 
waking up to industrial life. 

At sunset, \\"t' chose to stop 
haIf~\yay at OJ(' first mountain 
lJa.llllet we came to .. \ local road 
took us to Cam .\n commune. 
'Ve \yent round many newly 
reclaimed hills before meeting 
a Hock of children, red-scan:ed 
Young Pioneer boys and girls, 
satchels ill hand, merrily greeting 
us Oil their W,ly back from a 
nearby schou I. Ncar 01(' supply­
and-marketing co-operati\'e was it 
young girl looking elegant in a 
padded-cotton coat tailored towns­
folk fashion, who told us that 
\\-l~ were anHll1g the "Tay JJ 

ethnic minority, next of kin to 
tile" Thai. " Wv parkee! our car 
in the courtyard of the local 
lllj.·dico-sanitary station, then 
cross('d the threshing floorcoycr_ 
cd \\'ith the golden pHddy of 
.Ill agficultULll co-opeLlti\"(' 
\wful"t' rCetchlng <l SI11;[11 hi11si()(' 
h<Llllld. 

Thl' "T:ly 

11')ln(' W(' \\ ('n' :-;1<lying. a suntan­
Jl(',l, ;11('rt oo-y(':lr-old Ill;l.n, 

cllt'ck('d our p;lrCr.~ with the 
rapidity (>I <';OtnL'()I)(, llSt'd to 
n'ading. J-ll' s/J()\\('(i U..i;i a wash 

l"lllJIll 1lL'(\[ ,I \\'ell and SUIne 
\;)\-;1tori(':" lW:lr tiw stabll', at 

the buttolll cf hi", gardcll. The 
hu"t thcn il\vitl'd us to COllle 
up into a spacious house on 
stilts. A WOOll fire was sparkling 
ill the central fircp\;Lce and the 
wh()k family was rcady for 
dinner. He servcd us hot green 
iL':l t·rolll ;1 thermos t"lask and 
ga \'t' us hi'> bamb )() water pipe 
into \\-hie!l Ill' ILlll stuifcd some 
of his own tob<1cco, a sign of 
highlan(\ hospitality. And while 
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we shared his frugal nll';11 Iw 
switchccl on his transistor to 
"cheer up" his guests, rai:-.t ng 

hts voice so that we could lH'<Lr 

him. He ·was happy to be :-.till 
in good health in the autumn 
of his life and to han' a big 
family - nine children, all of 
them educated. - one of his 
daughters will attend the SCCOJl(I­

ary teachers' school of the 
province ,llld all skilled in farm 
\york. 

Thl' c\ t'lling \vas spent in <l 

familiar atlllosphcrt..' in the light 
of a hurricane-lamp, rcn(icred 
more agreeable by ~l ''(It'ssert'' 
of cassava roaste(l in the ashc-;. 
Latt' in the night, the host took 
leave, \\"ent t\) a \\"OO(iel1 l..)L'd 
and slipped under hL-; cotton 
blanket, besi(lc his liUIl' son, 

"Ie wriggled into nur sleeping 
bags \vilhout putting up the 
mosquito nets, as malari,! had 
for many years llOW been elimi~ 
naled from the mountain regions. 
r no longer saw the swollen 
{aces, women in rags, skeleton­
like children clad in" tapas" '" 
r fell asleep, lullc<l by the mc~ 

tallic ticking of an alarm-clock 
and the long sigh, both close and 
distant, of the" tuti-tuti" bird. 

• . , 
I

J;..; a m(luntain area, the mar­
ket~placE' is its mirror. It is a 

display of image)'; and colours. 

The C,Lrly winter sun rose latc 
oy('r l\Iuong Khuong's market­
place. But a'i the mist began to 

thill you might fancy you wen' 
watching the curtain ri:w on a 
puppet sho\\". On a height against 
a background of chalky peaks 
amI terracerI paddy fields a 
crowd 1I1 picturesque clothes 
elbowed one another, selling or 
buying things in the open air or 
in stalls covered with elcphant 
grass, milling around rows of 

rattan baskets full of forest 
products and household goods. 
Hundreds of horses ti(·d up 011 

the opposite hill slope C\ oked 
the image of a bivouacking caval­
ry corps: most of them belong-

is'' :q - l\lay 197-+ 

l'ri tu tbe "Mea" coming from 
higl1 peak-, oiteH dOLcns of killl­

metrc-; a.\\"~ly. 

1n th(·s(' areas bordering Oil 

Yunnan province, men are 

clad in the Chinese style, in 
an almost u~iform fashion, with 
their broarl trousers and their 
floating coats with straight 

collars butLmect high up. More 
{,md of divCT:'>ity, th(' wornen·:--, 

clothes preserve a lllarkc(l ethnic 
character. The costume of " Dao 

Tuyen" women - tight-fitting 

tunics and scarves folde<l as ker­
chiefs on their heads - is suber, 
an indigo variant of the brd\\"J!­
ish dress of the Buddhist nun,., 
in th(' delta. Their" Red Dan" 
sisters also wear indigo cos­
tumes but il! darker Ct·!rnlr,., 

and arc noti.c(';lhlc in the 

distallce "by their scarlet trilll­
mings and their enormous !w<t(l­

cloths. The bcautit"ul ":\1eo" 
women, co\·ered ,,-jth llL'ck~laccs 

and bracelets has(' Amazon 

figures shown urf by short 
skirts with innumerable pleab 
and richly embroiden'd blouse~, 

their narro\v sleeves brai(lctl up 
to the upper arms with pieces of 

colourful cloth· 

The Pa Di sel'I11<'ll to hav(' come 
do\\"n from :-.Olll(' mythlcal king­
dum; they impresc;c(l us so much 
by the ritual splendour of their 
long dresses with pale green 

borders and their monumental 
hab likc immobile sloping roofs 
on their heads as they walked. 

.\ Ill·Jr(' or less experienced eye 
can distinguish, without much 
difficulty, almost all the ethnic 
types of this 11uong Khuolig dis­
trict "-" 16 in all for a population 
of 30,OO(). The people, less dyna­
mic than those in the delta, seem 

to be "paring of words although 
they are mostly multi~lingual. A. 
Ta)! or a .Nung, for instance, 
speaks Fa di which is more or 
less akin to his mother tongue, 
and also the DaQ or ,'\JeD langua­
ges, and necessarily Viet, the 
COIllmon national lallguage, and 
(juan Hoa (the Chinese dialect 
of Yunnan), wiclespIt>act in the 
northwestern bJnlerland. QUail 

I loa, in particular, serYes as a 
medium for the Phu La a11(1 the 
Tn Di, the least numerolls of the 
minorities, \vhu \vcre victims of 
the policy of as::;imilalion under 
the former regimes, 

The market, held once ewry 
si:\. (lays, \vitnessed some prosper­
ity under the colonial rule. One 
cannot deny the roic it played 
in the economic field by giYing 
some practical hdp to the local 
people to e:-:;cape, (:'\"('11 if only 
partially, from their age-old au­
tarky. But it \\"<.l.<; rather tu tJ1L' 
big tradcr:-; that it brought prof­
its and naturally to the author­
ities who colll'cied ta:\.c:-; ,w(l 

bribes ffiJm them. :\:-; In all 
1I10tlntall1 marl.;ets the 10c;11 
1,C'opk C;llne here tu ,.,ell at Yery 
}()\\- prices their producb: mush­
n)OlllS, hrlney, bear galls, 

antlers, monkey and tiger bones, 
not to speak of buffalo, cow, 
and hog hid('s -- the Muong 
Khuong pigll'h arc still highly 
yained by stock-breeders - and 
chickens. They bf(Jught homc 
shoddy goods, needles, coloured 
threar1., looking-glasses, glas~,ware 
a.nd especially salt, ('Yery grain 
of which was worth its weight 
in gold. The colonial regime 
pursued a "salt policy" of res­
tricting the distribution of this 
ingredient indispensable to daily 
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lift', dl~d lL~illg it d~ d liH'dll> til 

put PI·I',..,C;Url' UpOll the l\lount,lin 

pt'iJpk. It cncouLI):.:cd the Opt'll­

illg or hdr-.:, <'jllUm Ill'IlS a.nd 
~<lIIlLJling ]lUU,-,C.'), iLlld ~tirrcc! up 
I-j \ <liry be! \\'eCll t hl' \·:t,ri,)Ilc, 

dhnic group.-; :'IIark(,j dilY'; \\'(:'n: 

oftcll marked hy .'iC('IW'; oj \'i()­

knee Ciol1lC'til\lcS dt'gencratillg into 
ITlUnll'["(l·I,.., figllh. 

TIl\' 

KhUIJllg C(JllllllLlllC' h:I,\ I' CiC('1l their 
m,\rkct Llking ()It a 11('\\ face 
110\\' that (,,"cry ()ne of its 2.1 
ltdmil'h ha.-.: :til al.!ricnltnrClj 

;IIl(1 d lll',' lic'l c-<iTlita;'Y -ot;ltl(Jll, 

Th' h,'rile 1 rafficj,Trc, ',\"1), 

')II-ept 'II', ~-. '1,')11' ",cn(~ ul 

goo,l:; is Ill; ,'-ll:c: Ir, III 11~(' '!i"play'i, 

1m! this 1" to 1 heir ';\\-Il ad-
\ ,LIl(;IW" ill 11w 1'('111(11(''-,1 h ~fll!l't" 

\11(' Stat" tradlTlc: -;,';-'.ll:"', 11,\\(, 

()~g,Ll1ized til(' ":lk ()f <,)1, L('n' 
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'-"iI0, lC,~:tikc.;, fcirlll inlplnnellts 
,.\I:d ()1 ill'l" ('-;scnti:tl goulis ,\1 

St:de lj--:('d pnce" I"ilill' buying, 
at t'nc(Ju[~lr~il:,~' l':'iccs, (I. lut or 
f(l[c'st and <lgT!Cllltur;tl prl)(\uct". 

The dif'appr';UcUlce of opium dens 

,'11l\ .!~ambling hOl1c;e.-; sl!o\\":-; tlt(' 

df<Jrts of tlw l)L>upie':-; powcr to 
J'()ol (\111 tlll' snci,d e\';ls SllCh 

,I'-- ,Ll,~()I,()ii"lll, ()jl!lllll-ad,licti('ll: 

g<llllblil"J,'-.;, llFlnlr-r \IJoting, etc, 
left lwhind b:,-' fl'wLil ;111'1 co\unial 
!"tIll' c\ il" \\ llich wcrE' cnnllnl)ll 
in thi~; bonil')' ,In:, :\brj,('t (by, 

too, hw, Changed no\\ it f:tlb 
0n Sund,LY "0 cl~ 11 ,t t,) inkri"\"(' 

wi:h pr"ductl"ll ~lctlYiti('s, 

cd our ,\,1\' thnmgh 
quit( Lllllili<lr 1() 'I"; 

1111'11 dId: \\'<']tLl'll l1i 

the en!\ui 

Ill'a.'idllts, 

traditiollal 
l' (1111](',,,, 

Yn_lll!.!, j'l, 

()I"lglll, 1'1 

'Cil' ,;Jl 

1,"(,) 

" 
:l)l,st uf 

I!rb~lIl 

cllildre!1 :t h 
,I "CHJ \ t"~, ci \ il 
the III 01 I U'L:;t! 

dutl1C:-, Th(, 

The ,1lnuH{j [{huoHg maJ'ket 

(Lao Cai) 

Skdch by Minh Kinh 

cinema-huuse in particular dfl'\V 

a big audience; it \\'as a dark 
canvas tent in which spectators 
of all ages watched, standing up 
it continuous projection of news­
reels, many of them dealing 
with rural life, Young girls were 
\vaiting impatiently for their 
turn in the photo studio run uy 
the Cultural Service, \vhile young 
men crowded the carbine shoot­
ing competition. We met many 
students of the district third­
level school. They \vould find it 
difficult to imagine that during 
the democratic reforms of 1960 
t h(,re were ,IS 

individual and 
(\ens, and only 

could read and 

tnany as '2,oou 

collective opiullJ 
six persons \\'II{l 

\vrite ! 

Tlw Ill'\\' i~ Yividly taking the 
plac\' of the old in these bonl('l'­
LUlds, but not everything has 
bec)) overturned, In a roadside 
llll) we \\"e1'e ()£fcrcd a real nlOllll­

t<lil1 feaiit \\-ill! boiled pork and 
buffalo meat, famous « thang co" 

:--:()~IP and maize alcohol which 
flames up under a lighted match 
and \H' attended an impn)\-iseil 
"khell ' dance performed \\ itll 

lirt' by a Meo lad. before an 
enthusiastic audience. These wert' 
the traditions which remain in 
till' lllullntain regions: people go 
j"O market !lot only to sell and 
buy goods bilt also to amuse 
t hemsei \'cs, to Icast, perhaps _" 
;lI1d why not? - to try to conquer 
';OlJlC belles. 

([0 lie continued) 
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Psywar 
(Coatimwd fro HI pagl' 2 I) 

Tricks 
" D.lJl't Jw illlpolitc 10 mutiJer, " 
he s;\id. " .-\way wilh that para­
t r, H)p m;llllleT ~ 

jnb. But too much accLlsiollled tu 
"living in "dells," he 1ong('d to 
smoke nareot ics and (lrink slnlllg 
brandy. He could lIot live a 
healthy life like' b,;ys 1,1 hi . ..; agc'. 
He scorned ('verytliing. :\lany I illWS 

he quardled with Thall,e; - 11<)\\ ~I 

guerilla fighter-m"t'r IWilting. 

unearth the plates ,\luI bowls 
buried long ago .. -\t n0011 , Quyet 
came home ,\'ith a bottle of whis­
ky atHl complailwd that there 
was Jl\J gl)()(l titbih for t\](' drink. 

"YoH kn )'S til:tl -\ll1l'ri':,\11 
1,,)1n1H lu\'(' lw'~ Jl " n\ i!l.!~ d,'_-,;\ r,ll> 
li,)ll I,>!' "YC:' "lW ),,',11, il ld "-,, 

;11"(' Ikqitlll, hr"tll(']" ~ rll~\il" 

gVI;\ 1)' l'''plaill(''l. 

C]lly,·t "Llppl"l hI"; bru1\H'],'s I.le,· 
and like a iuriou.., ~lnimal he llUrl­
ed the tray o{ fnod out into the 
courtyard. 

".\1"(' v,m 111;l.d, (}uyd tlw 
,,',)111 III ~,l};Jlli('d. "1<Ull ;1\\';\~C, 

'lll;Ll!,~ ~ 

Th;\1'I; dar(('d 1 ) tile cd',lrtyal\1 

\) 11 l.llllldetl on an "bstack. I fi:-. 
ldu"d up, (]Jyd 'illatclle-i Thang's 
pi.,!"l "l:Jlltin,~: \'11 kiil ).)ll ~ 

Their Dl()thcr intcrY<-'lw,\: 
"Your brother is not ll.)rmal, ,. 
she said to Th,wg. " Be kind 1\1 

him, hayc pity ()n me ~ ,J 

"J kll')\\", b,lt ti-1Jl'L gl\'(' HI" 

l('"c;'lll~" C!.l\'d i'_llll'] Thl'I~', 
h right tlk]' TIl·,lll"- L~i­

\"n'('nl'~l. 

Tiw ]h~'ighb')urs rLl'ihcll ill and 
,!C,lilSPI,j lHlld 01 q,lyet's ham!. 
(; IY('I,' rl'.-;i"\t"\' fie i)1d.,lscrtently' 
tdllclH' ~ off 1 ile' lirl'-,ull1 and a 
ll.l 1 h--t \\-dS rek;hl':l hitting him 
1n the hn:.-i';(. "(lh, Iny son!" 
1"11\' III Illll'l' ut t('n'cl a cry ()f a11-

,:";ill--':I ;~n,j -J":l.njp,l. 

Thang was quitl' ,din' til his 
muthcr's suffering Ill' gaye in 10 
his brothel' on man~' o(,'casjl)lls 

()n his father's dr:,Hh :111111\('1'­

ary, Th;lllglwlpe.] hi" m·diler I"~ 

" D.) y'),} wallt tu LLkl' IIp Lllc 
c.}dgL'b ()]l hi., "iwhall ~ (]:lyCI 

said, bangillg (11(' hAtlf' (I11Jr<lndr 

dl1 Iii<' t:lbk. 

i 
1_ 

BOOK NOTES 

Nguyen Trai danh giac cuu nuoc U',lguy,m 
[m·i in His Struggle for National Salvation) by 
Nguyen Luong Bich, People's .ilrmy Publishing 
Hous!', Hanoi, 1973, T3XTqcm, 6 y 8 pagr3. 
~guyen '['rai (13,so-[ H2) is a national bel'\), 

a many-sidell man and an important figure in 
Vidnam'esc history, 

The b:)ok deals \vith his ideas on the nwtlt­
ods of combat. against foreign aggressions: 
the neeel to wage a people's 'xar to struggle in 
all fields 'Illilitary, p;)litical and diplomatic-­
and to C:1Hy' OUl agibltioll work among ('lWlllY 
ranks. 

Ke chuyen bon nghin nam giu nUQC 

(Narratives of the Ponr ]'hou-sa1Id ') -ears' LJe!cw;u 
oj the Fatherland) by -~guycn l\'ba, 'Vi('t Dung, 
Do Chi, People'S /lrmy Pnblishillf.; Ilou~e, Ilanoi, 
197:L [3X[9CIJI, 172 pa.:;;es. 

Tlwst' shon accounts 01' irl.mnus epis()cIt-..; in 
our CiHllltr;."s history eulogize our pcopl("-; rr;l­
di1i.ons again<;t lhe flJreign aggressions, 

Kho tang chuyeil co licit Viet Nom 
(TJ'easury oj ITirt;lames,' Legeltds) lJ)} :"\gllYl'll 

Dong Chi. Vul. III. Su(ial Sciences jlHhlt~liiJl~ 
House, Hanoi, I973. J3J.(lgWI, 32R pages. 

This volume is composed of 39 Vietnamcs(' 
tales chosen {rom the b('st-knowJl colkction<; (li 
legends (Vols. I and II came out in H)J2). 

,\1:1 ~ I '1,- I 

; I t r,' 1 : Il() 'Ill I"; 

Truyen co Tay-Nung (I.rgc!J(is oj the Tay 
(lwl :Vnllfd by l-iu<wg ThllVd, Cultnl'1: Pu/)/islzinr; 
l/(JlISt', Hanoi, 1974, I3Xr8.ocm, 268 pages. 

Tl](' 36 lcgen(h; in this l>uok will 111t:lkf' the 
reader bettc'I" umlerstand the ('nyirOntllenl, 
society, ideology a11(l sentiments of the <lncient 
peopIc of these two minority nationalities (tlw 
two biggest ethnic groups in :0;orth Viet ~;llll). 

Tieng hat que huo.1,] (Songs oj Our .Vativt: 
I_and) hy numerous authors, Culture PnNi5liill.!; 
!lonse, Halloi, 1973, 13XIS.S'/II, 212 p2ges. 

ClttO classic:tl pOPlllar i'lWL1S arc speciiic 
cn'ati()llS of the Vietnamese Pl·,)p1e. This coli('C­
liun cun1ains () selecte(l pi{'ces of Chco dealing 
\\'ith such mo(lern theltlcs as a militi,L woman 
ill combat and a \'irtuous wift, in the fear ar,',! 
who sets (l g\J<!t1 example in the strug,:',h" to 
impruw, 11('"1' cll<)lwratiy(' :111(1 creat(' a 11t'." \\':l~ 

of life, de. 

LUJ Lat (Ail Itill3YIw.t J~ili') 1J}' lh) Vn, 
Women's PuNishing Honse, ffanoi, 1'17_), 

(3xrW1!I, 2()?-) j)al;cs. 
TIl(' {ir~t P;lrl of a trilogy all the r.)ying lift' 

of a Vietnamese w;)lnan living in 11](- Vil,t 
:\;llll-Chill;l bnrljl:rlall(l heron' 111(' \llgl]<;j 
[;')15 J\1'\-,dllli(Jll 
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us Economic Aid: 
Whom Does It Benitit? 

only -l-j,OOo piastres P('[ hectare 
ldt, and the bulldozer operators 
did l1(,t feel it \va<; worth their 
while. The sanlt' \n1l'rican adviser 
rep. II-ted finding corruption ill ricl' 
distriblltion. The Saigon head. 
quarters was paying top market 
prices for good rict', but the 
pt~opk 'we[e [('cei\"ing the lmvcst 
quality-that wh 'eh is J.sually u'led 
as animal fced .. \ Catholic priest 
who has worked with Ill'\\' set. 
tIers told me that in a well-digging 
operation \\"ith. which ht, was bmil_ 
iar, fully 90% of the fUllds from 
Saigon ~\'lTC raked off the top be­
fore they n'<J.ched the diggers. One 
of the women we sPJke with in 
Dong Den camp, sitting sadly 011 

the dirt floor of her half-finished 
bamboo house, said, " You 
foreigners :-lend a lot of money to 
Vidnam for programs like this 
one, but we people get only what 
trickles through the finger:-l of til(' 
gfl\'('rnnH'nt officials." 

J n the Hcsettlt'l1lent plan, as 111 

the Return to Village program, 
questions oj military strategy 
often qeCm to take prior'ity over 
cunsideration for the wClfare of 
the refugees. The ,\mcrican 
acl\"iser in Binh Tuv told me in 
January, (1)";+, that -the area for 
the Dong Dell resl'ttlenwl1i camp 
was taken O\"lT trom th!.' "V.(" , 
after the Peacl..' .\greement was 
signed. Saigon government truops 
nf'wl.vencamped near the resettle. 
merIt site confirmed his statement. 
He added that he hoped for the 
settlers' sake thert' wouldn't be 
any Jigllting but he wouldn't be 
surprised if the r. V.c." tried to 
retake the ar(,a, which they 
considl'H'(1 theirs. 

I would like ld bring to the 
attt'ntion of thl' Committee it 

r.cport dated J all.]ary 27, (); +, to 
the Senate SUbC,Jl1l111ittec on 
Hdugec ,\[fail·s. ()ll page ICI i~ 
reprinted a JetteI' by a t'S embassy 
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officer describing the "Resettle­
ment" program in the area \vhich 
I h,"\"(' just been referring to. He 
wntcs: "The people will moye 
into ;1)"('a<.; that were prcvioUf'!ly 
considered marginal, thus secure 
the arca, improvC' movement alld 
security along major routes of 
commullication, (Jevelop the 
agriculture and eCdllomic situa­
ti()1l in tlw province and bring 
econo1llic "\"iabiJitv to the countr\' 
<l.'i a \\"1101('." '1'11i':,; letter clearl': 
indicates the importance Which 
strategic co]]siderations are gi"\"en 
in the administering of our 
II Immanitarian" ai(1 programs 
for rdugees. 

In summary, I would like tu 
('mphasize to this subcommittee 
the 0verwhelming weight of 
opinion among Vietnamese people, 
including religious and political 
leaders 'with whom \\"l' spoke, 
that -\mcrican ('collomic !lid is 
doing very little to help the COIll" 

mon people, but is doing much 
towards maintaining a politica.lly 
intransigent an(l domestically 
unresponsive gO\'crnment in Sai­
gon. (would like to share with 
you what was to me an extremely 
impressi\'e cOI1\"('rsation I had 
with a Bucldhi.-;t monk in ,annan'. 
J had just bel'll 011 a \"{sit '\ iih 
two _\merican fri('IH.ls to two 01 
the Heturn to Village Catnpsltes 1 
mentioJ1('d abo\"l', places \vhere 
people \\'Ne li\'ing in conditions 
01 near . ..,tar\"a1 ion. Hcturning 
that ('wIling to the pagoda, which 
was center for gathering 
emergency Jo;){l supplies for the 
camps, I said tn the head monk: 
" J f tlH'se t \\"() friends of" mine 
\\"l,rc llH'rnb('r:-. ()j the l'S Congress 
and saw the c()nc.litiolls in those 
camp,; thoy would probably go 
back to Washington and reCOIll­

mend an increase in US economic 
<lid." The monk lJecame visibly 
agit;deri when I -;aiel thL-;. He 
glared at IlW and ac-iked; "_\re 

you planning to go back td 
:\merica <lnd ask for more 
American ai!.l for Vietnam?" I 
threw the qut';';tion back t() him 
:1l1(1 asked what he would reCUlll­
mend. "1 am a Buddhist munk," 
he said," and my first concern 
must be for the welfare of my 
followers - tilt, p(,dple who live 
111 those camp". If _\merican aid 
is cominued, they will continue 
to Ii\"(' in those camps. If it is 
stopped, e\'('ntually the g-ovcrn­
men twill b(' forced to allow 
them to go back to their homes. 
They will be hungry for a few 
months until their first rice crop 
comes in, tlwn they will be all 
right. The only truly hwnauitar­
ian thing the L'S Congress can 
do is to stop the support that 
kc('ps til s(' camps in operation." 

I acknowledge, and I am sure 
that most members ofthis subcom­
mit!!:e share the concern, that 
the lTnitecl States has a responsi­
bility tn offer help to millions of 
Vietnamese civilians \\'ho ha"\"c 
suffered so much through the 
endless years of ,val'. Ho\vever, I 
believe that most Vietnamese 
would agree \\'ith me that our 
highest priority at this point 
should be in committing ourseIycs 
to making a working peacc in Viet­
nam, that is, committing oursel­
Yes to use the only tool for peace 
at our disposal, tlw Paris Peace 
Agreement .. -\s long as we continue 
pouring vast amounts of economic 
and military into the South (lip 
to 86 % d total Saigon cosh), 
thereby maintaining one of the 
two South Vietnam('se parties to 
the complete exclusion of the 
other, we are, b:-' any reasonable 
intNprdation, \"iolating Article 4 
oj til{' Pcace .'\.greement, which 
prohibits L:S intervention in the 
internal affairs of South Vietnam. 
We an' also makin"g it much 
harder for the two South Viet­
namese partit·s to come to any 
uncler:-.tanding with e;Jcll other. 

urw~ this committee to 
consider all aid requests - this 
supplemental request as well as 
the 474 million dollars increased 
ceiling for South Vietnam military 
aid and thc upcoming and very 
large Fiscal Year 1975 military 
and economic aid n'quests _ in 
the light of what should be our 
principal objecti \'e in South 

. Vietnam, nanwly, implementing 
the IJaris Peace Agreement. 

VIET NAM COURIE/< 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(Co'ntillued from page J2) 

attended by 300 delegates from 5+ countries. 
The Conference demanded that the USA stop 
its aggression and intervention in Viet Nam 
and that the Saigon administration respect the 
l~l'asp-fire, set free political prisoners and ensure 
democratic liberties. 

APRIL 

I - End ()f the friendship visit il) the DRVN 
of the N UFK and RG!\ UC delegation led by 
Khieu Sam ph an and Ieng Sary, begun on 1Iarch 
2M .. -\ joint communique was signed. 

- Thieu held an enlarged session of his 
" Security Council" to examine the pacification 
and economic and fin<1..I1cial de\'elopment 
pr(lgram. 

- - Demonstrators of the third force led by 
l\lmc Ngo Ea Thanh marched on the Saigon 
" National Assembly" to demand the release of 
those political prisoners who do not belong 
to either of the two South Vietnamese parties. 

3 - eX. PRG delegation led by Health lVl inis­
tcr, 11mc Duong (Juynh Hoa, visited Sweden 
from April I to 4. 

- Thieu seized 0 newspaper issues in a 
single day. 

- Prince Souphanouvong enthusiastically 
welcomed by a large rally at Vientiane 
airport. 

- The American press made public a 
letter from Ambassador Graham Martin to 
Kissinger, ad vising the latter not to make a 
frank and detailed reply to questions by 
Senator Edward Kennedy. 

-\- - Message of condolence sent by Presi­
dent Ton Duc Thang and Premier Pham Van 
Dong to the French government on the occa­
sion of the decease of President Pompidou. 

- US House of Representatives rejected the 
Pentagon's request to raise military aid to 
~guyen Van Thieu from 1,126 million to [,600 

million dollars. 

5 - El1(1 of the official friendship visit of 
the DRVN Government delegation led by 
Premier Pham Van Dong to the Algerian 
Democratic People's Republic begun on Apri12. 
Signing of a joint communique and economic­
scientific and technisal co-operation agreements 
behveen the two countries. 

- The King of Laos invested the Provisional 
Gm.'ermncnt of National Union headed by 
Prince Sou vanna Phouma and the -;-';ational 
Political Council of Cualition presided over by 
Prince Souphanouvong. 

(j .- Dien Fiil (Saigon paper): Prostitutes in 
the Saigon-ileitl a.reas total half a million. 

- The Lao Patriotic Front CC declared: 
the patriotic struggle of the Lao people should 
be continued a~ the l-S has not given up its 
nco-colonialist designs. 

Not 24 - :\Iay II-J74 

8 - End o{ thl' official friendship visit tu 
YugOSlavia of the DRV~ Government delega­
tion headed by Premier Pham Van Dong, begun 
on Aprils. A joint communique amI agreements 
on economic, scif'ntific, technical and cultural 
co-operation and assistallCt~ bdween the two 
countries \yere signed. 

- Signing in Hanoi of the agreement on 
assistance by the Republic of Czechoslovakia 
to th(' DRVN for the trOlining of skilled workers 
from [974 to [976 and the agreement bet\veen 
the CDR amI the DRVN on co-operation in 
the field of higher education and middle-level 
technical educat.ion. 

9 - Song Than (Saigon paper): JObless work­
ers in the Saigon-controlled areas number 
nearly 3.5 million. 

__ AF.I J : Since early 1074, the PS has given 
aid amounting to Goo million dollars including 
250 million in military aid to LOll Nol. 

_ From February 28 to April 8, 1974, the 
Cambodian patriotic forces at Kampot put out of 
action 3,130 enemy soldiers, flattened 21 posts, 
captured goo fire-arms and downed 4 planes. 

10 - End of the iriendship visit to the DRV).: 
of the President of the Swedish Left Commu­
nist Party, C.N. Hermansson. 

- Reuter: 1,200 US marines of the 7th Fleet 
were seen off Cambodia's seacoast: this is the 
latest evidence of US involvement in that 
country. 

1 I - US Defense Secretary Schlesinger said 
the US would be ilinchillg from its moral 
responsibility should it stop giving Thieu 
adequate military aid. 

_ Dan Luan (Saigon paper) : Thieu set up a 
"Direction of Administrative Security" to 
tighten control over his government officials. 

~_ The judiciary committee of the US House 
of Representative sent a warrant to Nixon 
demanding him to hand over tape recordings 
concerned with the Watergate affair. 

_ End of Premier Pham Van Dong's visit 
to Sweden begun on April 8· 

12 - Saigon troops evacuated Tong Le Chan 
post. -

13 - The Saigon press revealed that 
W. Colby, CIA director, and D. Parkers, 
L:SAID director, went surreptitiously~o Saigon 
to make on - the - spot investigations of the 
situation· 

q -~ Allegedly as a reprisal against the PL.-\.F 
after the Saigon troops were forced to evacuate 
Tong Ll' Chan, the Thien administration sent 
bombers to raid Loc Ninh all (I other liberated 
areas over several consecutive days, cut off 
telephonc, air transport and other iacilities for 
the PHG military delegation at Tan Son Nhat, 
\'iolate(l the immunity and privileges of the 
PRG- delegation, sabotaged the meetings of the 
'j·\vo-Party Joint lVlilitary Commission ,111d 
postponed sin!' di,' the La Cdle Saint Cloud 
ll1cf'ting:=;. 

-----~--~-
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CHr?(~NOLOGY 
(March 16-April 15, 197-1) -::, 

MARCH 

16 -- A deicg<ltion oj OJ(' Japanese Com­
munist Partv left I-Lulll'l after ,~ week's yj"it to 
tIlE' DHVN .. 

- Nguyen Van Thicl] decided to i]lvih' 33 
foreign oil companies to participate in tlw 
<;ccond auction lor the exploitation ()f . oil in 
South Viet Nam. 

I7 --. SL'nator Edwarli KC'Jlnedy made pllblic 
a letter to Henry Kis"inger demanding del aiL, 
un the c,Jlltinualion of l'5 aid to ill[' pro­
\merican regimes in South Viet Nam, Laos 

ancl Cambodh. He als\) criticized the lettC"r 
sent on March 6 bv Graham )'lartin, es .. \Ill­
bassa(lor in S,tig<H1, to tile Slate Dl'partmcnt in 
which tIll' l:S Amb!lss<lrlor hinted that North 
Viet Nam .IuHl lWI'n trying to pl~rsuade the ['S 
Congress t(l [('(lnCl' .-\Illl'rican military ::lni] 
('conomic aid to till' Saigun regimE'. -

IS - OUllung, former 1(11llH'1· !"Oyal c;lpital, 
liuemtcd by the patriotic force", .. \ccl)rding to 
(JPI, this IS tile greatest millta.r:.' de-fea.t 
snft"ercd by Lon ~ul '>ince I<)7'). 

I()·- \cconling t,) tlH' S:til~ JIl j,)llrtl<il /lil'll 
Tin, 2,O()() former puppet arm~· (JUicers an' Ut> 

employed after having be-l'll dC'"!l1obilizt'll. 

20 - UP!: tile l·S military ,lttac1r{, in Phnom 
Penh comnuncll'(l J ,Oil "Not tr,)op-; in their 
atteillpt to n~captl1re Onr1()llg·. 

2I - .\ (;altup poll I"l'\·e;)lcd thal oilly :25 pn 
cpnt of the persons intr·n·icwe-d support ~ix{)n, 
wlH'rf'a~ 64 per cent arc <lgaill,;t him. E\"C'll il1 
thr~ Republican Party -;'\IXOIl li:L<; til(" SUPP()i"! 

of only half of it"' lllC'lllbcc'. 

22 - PI{(; imp:)[lant initi.l.lj'·I' at tIlt, ("O!l­
{en·nct' in L,L CelIe Saint Cloud; \ 11('W six­
V'int proposal for u';llizing 1H';1('1' and n;ltinnal 
concur, I \\·as "'('t forth. 

End llf the S{'s~iOll ()j" tire ~c',~n'tarial (,f lll<' 
organization (If llon-a1ign(',] c'lllll1r:cs (e.;Llrtt ,i 
'!11 .\la1'ch J 'J). ~\ cumill u 11 i qui, \\;t..., is...,l1("r] CUII­

dcmnill;:: t·S \"iol8tinllS oj thl' I\tn" .\grcemellt 
1)11 \"il'/ :"alll and in/{·n·C'nti(l1l in C:llllj)or]iall 
;\ fla i1".-,. 

Thl· C\']lt'\·,1 lJip]ulllatit: \ lIlllt"l"l'II('t lill 
!ntt'rnatiol1al Ilullwnitariall 1.<1\\ dl'citkd b\ 
a large m8.jol"ilv t(1 c!a"..,if" :l', 11\:.;t \\;1)".-, 11](I<t' 
\\·agt·d <tgdill..,j ~;,)LJ.li:ll!;-;ln· 11:]! J".l··l.l] 'lhl'rim­
ina! lUll. 

23 .\ j.lrotn"':<Jl un :';I:i(~nttlic; "Lll<l t'·l;lilJI(al 
cl)-()peratiull LJ! 1<)73-7.1 l)('1\\I.'(·n the 1.)1(\':\ 

and the P(>opll-·e.; Hl'puulic ()i Clli!la wa~ "ignp,j 
in Peking. 

:2-1- .. - The Vietn,low-,(' Cllllllll'rnit:.-" "I·gdll 

iZ~lti()n 11(',)Jll'd b~' I~('\·. ·F;lIIH·: .\;":lIyt'll DiJih 

Tili sent to tlw countries participating in the 
(;CllC\"<l DiploIl1atic Conference a document 
c()lltaining a detailed list of placps III Scmth 
Yiet Nam \\·here 20I,200 political prisoners ar,' 

11<)\\· being kept. The Thieu regime llctains halt 
of the total numuer of political priS()l1l'r:-o in 
tilt' wdrld, says the document. 

25 - Fourth dC\·aluatiol1 of the Saigon pias­
tre since the lwginning oi· I974. The present 
rate <.11 exchange: 605 piastres to tiJ(' dollar. 
The previouc; rate was 590 piastres. 

- Signing in Hanoi of protocols on economic 
scientific and lechnic,Ll co-opcratiol1 bel\\·een 
the DHVl\ and the Polish Pcopk's H.epLlblic. 

26 - UPl: General Kris Si\"ara was app;)int­
ed head of the Command for the HepressloJl of 
Communism by tlw Rrmgkok gOH''l"nrnl'111, ill 
TeplrlCt'lllent of 1 'raph<l.s CharU~rll Ii le11. 

28 - Elld of till' oflicial friendship "l."i:·;i1 1,) 
ell ba (started on l\larch 22) by the delegati,Hl 
of the VNWP and DHVN Government IW<'l.(kd 
by Prime Minish'!" Pham V"lTI Dong, A joillt 
C()lllmulliqu6 (111(1 <lgrc(,IlH'l1ts un the (',:;tablish­
Inent of C.)IIlll1iCi."';\UllCi fell" l'UJllOl1lic, SCif'lltiJic 
alltl techl1ical GI)-operation lwI\Yl·L"ll the tW() 
cllllnlries and Oll Cuban contribution to thl' 
recllllstructioll of tiw DRVN were signed. 

20 - UP!: Accoriling to rl l'S-Thailand joint 
C')mmlllliqul:, the ITSA \vill withdraw (me-1ourth 
,,[ its trl)OPS and a llumlwr of its aircra1t 
\illClllding B-:;2",) stationed ill Thailand bdure 
till' end III tl1<" \"(·;11". 27,('()~) (~h \\·ill remain ill 
TllaiLlnd. 

3() - The Ices madv an inquiry on tIll' Cai 
LlY incid('nt TIll' ICeS Ilwllliwr:-; assiglled fnr 
tlH: i:le.;k \\.(,!"i' ,llLlCk{·d by lH,nligan<.; mallip;l­
lat('d b:. Thi("ll :IIId llad t" :111;llId(dl tlwir 
In \...,:-: 11..1]] 

lTnli<-r prl',,:-..II;l· from 11w I'S \llIb:l"><i,i(,r 
in [)hn<>lll Penh, L(,n '\',)1 dq.:r;I,~,·rl !i\(· g\ ilCI­

;\1..; 11\'111 r('"'f)(llhibll' tur IIii' f;lIl Ilf ()\Hl('ng. 

Jl _. S(·natur l:<hqrd I\"l'llllcdy )ll,Hll' p~blic 
,t kllt·j (It [-{('III":' Kls..,ingl·r d;l1ed .\LIl"ch ·25, 
acc('Jrdill!.!: tn \\·hich till' I'S g>!\·{~rljll}('nt IS 

buund tE, Ill\' :'\:-:<)\,(·11 Vall Tlli('ll alill1inist1"<t­
li'JIl by (·llga;.c,t'lIlc"lll", lXlsed ,,']1 til<" 1."lris .-\gn'c-
111'"111 .lilt! 11 Ill" 1 "llppl:.· il \\·ilh !lliEtary <Ind 

·,nl;·1lI1,' :iid <Ie.; 11!1lg :l.-; tll!· ..;itll(lii()ll r('quir('~. 

. L"n \;')1 ,iI..,..; J!\"(,d ill(' SUjlH'lllt· l\J\ltica\ 
"IIIICil ;Il)(] ilJrnwd .. I S·If·lI·~'ml· E~l'cllti\"t, 

t '.Illlc't ,II [olll" llwmlw!".., illclutlin~ L'Ill :\oi, 
;-;.'·ik \LIL1I" L'i>I~ Hon't alld S,)<...1I1«\l1(' Fel"ll:lll­
,]:.~ t:lll'ng ill'ng ':llld III cl ;lIll \\"('f(" l'limin;llt'(j. 

En,j of tIl\" lntl'rtlatiunal [',.nkrenc{' ()1l 
\·u't :\:tm (-;talt'd <lll '\!i.lrch 2() in Stockholm) 

I', ! '.! ,I Ii //.1 '., I 


