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JUNE 13, 1973 iwwas the dale of
the signature of the Joint
Communigué whose main

content cousisted  in a

reaffirmation of the validily of

some provisions of the January

27, 1973 Paris  Agreement

which Washington and Saigon

had refused to implement. One
vear has elapsed since then, or

17 sonths since the signing of

the Paris Agreement, and the

sifuation in South Viet Nam
has  become more and wmore
serious. There 1s no cease-fire ;
on the contrary, since mid-ay
Saigon army forces the size of
an army corps have launched
operations against the Ben Cat
area, abou! 30 Lilometres north
of Saigon. Press-ganging has
been stepped up . al Rach Gia

300 Buddhist monks who oppos-

ed conscription

aere  beaten

wh so badly that five of them
weve fLilled and 17 wounded.
Vast quantities of American
arms and munitions have been
brought iuto South 1iet Nam
despile the  prohibition laid
down in the Paris Agreement ;
figures for the period since the
sigining of the Paris Agreement
reveal one million tons of bombs
and shells, 1,100 tanks and
armoiwred cars, Boo heavy guns,
200 combal vessels, 700 aircraft
including 8o F-3Fs, 28 of the
stril more wnodern F-3Fs are
expected to be sent to Thien
in {he near jutwre.

Thiew's army has engaged in
extvemely rash acls of war : the
DRUN  LC-174  transport,
which was unloading joodstulfs
for the South ietnamese peo-
ple, was deliberately sunk ou
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Jume 26 at Cua Viel, in the
territovial waters of the PRG.
[t is clear jrom these facts that
Thiew's momentary retreal by
yestoring 01 june 7 SOMe priv-
ileges and immunities to  the
PRG and DRVN military
delegations was nothing but a
manauore  aimed ab soothing
public opinion, chiefly 1n the
US, and trying to create an
atmosphere which would induce
the US Congress lo vote credits
jor the Saigon administration.
When the -nsgotiations resumed,
Thiew's delegales obstinately
vefused to guarantee to the other
sides jull enjoyment of their
privileges and immunities as
provided for in the Agreement
and in the Paris Joint Com-
muaiqué and they did not show
any sign of goodwill 1 the
talks. The decision of the PR
o suspend its participation in
the session of the Two-Party
Joint  Military Commniission
cine die is shown fo be com-
pletely necessary and wnust act
as a serious warning to Wash-
ington and Saigon. in the light
of the recent declarations made
by  American personalities,
from Ambassador Graham Mar-
tin to Secretary of Stale Henry
Kissinger and Defense Secretary
James Schlesinger, wny hope
of seeing Nixon and Thien sovit
come to their SENSES must be
very slight. According to them
the US will not leave Nguyen
Van Thiew in the Iurch, be-
cause they have wade a ' na-
tural commabient’” 10 him, a
caporal and political’’ and even
« juridical commitment stewn-
ming jrom the Paris Agreement
itselj. The question is how fo
convince Congress of the neces-

2

siiv of granting to Thiew a huge
military and economic aid 1o
the tune of 3.7 billion doltars,
according 1o various American
sources, aid which 1S prolabit-
ed bv the Paris Agreement,
but would ablow 1he
v« Nixon doctrine ™ to be realiz-
ed and the US Vietnamized
war to be prosecuted in the
absence of the Amevican troops
who have been forced to patdl
gt

which

fhat can the Vielnanese
peaple do in face of the uwnvell-
ed delermination of the Us to
conline its policy of force "
its altempt to tmpose ifs neo-
colonialism in Soulh iet

Nam ?

The means at  Washinglon’s
disposal  are tremendous and
we dn mot underestimate its
determination to cling to its
position. Bt the relation of
jorces ome vear after the Joint
Communigié has developed in
favour of the patriotic forces.
The liberated zone, where the
attacks of the Saigom troops
have been repelled with heavy
losses for the invaders, has been
huilt wp and has beconme & pole
of attraction jor the peasants,
jormerly forced by American
shebling to seek refuge in ihe
towns., The economic crisis in
the Saigon-controlled areas has,
in fact, made life unbearablr
for many soctal classes.

The third force, whose evist-
ence is demied, against all
evidence, by the Suigon author-

ities, coptinues to have its
ranks swollen. And while the
people’s  power is  beconing

stronger the Thiew regime 1S
heing torn by rivalries between
various cligues, culminating in
endless purges.

In neighbouring Cambodia,
the Lon Nol regime is disinte:
grating more and More guicklv,
and, despite the wet season, the
liberation  forces combinue fo
advance and to control large
territories.

In Laos, peace has muaede
big strides forward with the
wnanimous adoption by the
National Political Council of
Coalition of the political prog-
ramme presented by Prince
Souphanouvong for the building
of the Kingdom of Laos into a
peaceful, independent, newtral,
democratic — and  prosperous
couwntry. The demand by the
Lao patriotic forces for the
ending of all US niilitary pres-
ence in Thailand has found a
favourable echo in every neigh-
houring country as the main-
temance in Thailand of Ameri-
can military eslablishments,
bases and personnel is a threal
wot only to Laos but also to
all counlries in South East
Asia.

Fully conscious of the diffi-
culties ahead, the South Viet-
namese patriods and the whole
Vietnamese  people remain
however confident that their
objectives, as defined n the
Paris Agreement, will be realiz-
ed.
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DEEP

AVE a good look al it, my som. On  the
H reviewing stand, in the foreground, the head
of the government, the ministers and  gener-

als. They all are Vielnamese, the police chief
tno. Only in the background can you see 1he
ambassadors of foreign countries, France, the USA,

Britain.

Lt was in 1052 @ Washington had already  forced
Paris to create a2 patiomal’’ government in Viet-
Nam to continue the war. anl in a text-book on
civics preparcd ot primary schools, one finds
clearly displayed  this reading — text in which a
well-intentioned  father shows his son,  on the
oceasion of & public  holiday, the great change
that had taken place.

Evil's homage to virlue: colonialism  which
antil then tus forbidden all allusion toany
national feeling whatsoever, now reserves il place
of homnour for it. And for mnore than twenty ycars,
the same refrain has been continually repeated ;
as everything 1s Vietnamized, why should you
hesitate ta join that © aational 2 government which
lias been so generously cranted you.  Hondreds
of Billions of doflars have been allocated to support
the thesis, but  to no avail : the hard -- headed
Vietnamese people persist in thinking and believing
that  everything genuinely national is to be found
on the other side.

[For o president, ministers, gencrals, however
duzzlingly attired they may  be, do not make a
people, still less ooonation. A people, o nation o
not identify themselves with some solden aniforms,
or with more or less well-organized military and
civilian parades, especially when the fight for their
cxistence, for the defence of their identify, reveals
— for better or for worse — the virtues and
weaknesses of man, [eroes emerge aud traitors
hecome uumasked.

If first the NLF and then the PRG of South
Viet Nam have succeesded i preventing the colossal
1'S war machinery from smothering them, this is
heciuse  they have the  people behind them with
their deep sense of  haman  and national dignity
wnd their  indefatigable combativeness. Ts there
any Vietnamese with the smallest conscience who
dares to ddentify  himself with o Nguyen Van
Thieu, that former paratrooper in  the Yrench
expeditionary  corps * [s there wny Vietnamesr

Ne 26 — July 1974

ROOTS

who, even il he has never taken part in any
political struggle, wonld not take boundless pride
in being the fellow-countryman of one of those
hundreds of thousands of fighters who have
defeated the all-powerful USA 2

{n cur time, there is no other test to tetl what
is genninely national from what is not @ the fierce,
persevering, multiform struggle, that the proples of
Asin, Africa, Latin America are waging against
imperialism, continues this most distinct, most
accurate line of partition, of cleavage, that no
manceuvre can crase. Born from n vast popualar
and mnational movement, carrying on  the nation-
wide rtesistance against Trench colonialism, the
NFL and the PRG of South Viet Nam are now,
and dorever, the genuine representatives of the
South Vietnamese people. The welcome given to
the PRG delegates by the represeutatives of
various governments of non-aligned countries at
ihe Algiers Confercnce showed  to what cxtent
international opinion has now beconie sensitive
to this point.

The place given by the PR{: to the third
component and  to the policy of national concord,
in contrast  with the attitude of Saigon  and
Washington, also shows to what extent the PRG
reflects the aspirations of a people. to what extent
it is sure of the people’s confidence. And nobudy
has doubts about its unshakable will to  fight
against all encroachments on the Viberated zone,
all violations of the Paris Agreement, all foreign
interference or aggression. The will to fight, the
capability to  resist  any aggression, howcever
savage, that will, that force combined with an
open-minded, fraternal attitde toward any other
peace force, have made the PRG into a reality
which is so deeply national and popular that no
force in the world can coniinue to ignore ir. The
ricefickds, the gardens that are now beginning
tn grow green in the areas still pockmarked
with millions of bomb craters, still bearing the
traces of the most {rightful sprayings of clemi-
culs, these are, so to speak, the symbot  of  the
deep roots of the PRG in the Vietnamese Innd ad
in its history. Any artempt to uproot it is duomed
10 failure.

NGUYEN KHAC VIEN




Sth Anmiversary of the Formation of the PRG (June 6, 197 4)

The PRG

and the [iberoied Zone
of South Viet Nam

The Revolutionary Power

—June 6,1969 : Formation of the
Provisional = Revolutionary  Gove
ernment of the Republic of South
Viet Nam elecicd by the All-Sourth
Viet Nam Congress of Representa-
tives which met from June 6 to
June 8, 1g6g with the participation
of representatives of the National
Fromt for Liberation from all
parts of South Viet Nam and of
the Alliance of National, Demo-
cratic and Peace Forees.

President of the Advisory
Counctl: Lawyer Nguyen Huu
The.

President of the Government ;
Architect Huynh Tan Phat.

— Up to now, the system of
revolutionary administration has
been established from the base to
the central level in all 44 prov-

inces, in cities and towns and
in more than 230 districts and
2,500 villages. There are 5
representations of the PRG in 5
areas: Mid-Central Viet Nam
South-Central Viet Nam, East-
Southern Viet Nam, Mid-Southern
Viet Nam and West-Southern
Viet Nam. '

Achievements in Building the Liberated Zone

Economy :
— TImplementation of the
agrarian policy: till 1972, the

revolutionary administration had
peasants

distributed to the

1,650,000 hectares of arable land.
If the land distributed during
the resistance war against the
French is included, the peasants
now own 2,100,000 hectares of
the total 3,500,000 hectares of
arable land in South Viet Nam,
or 41,7% of the
acreage,

rice-growing

- In Guang Tri, over 70 %, of
the cultivable land has heen
reslored, The revolutionary
administration helped the

prople to virgin land,

has
clear

Ligging irrigation carals
(Quang Nam province, Central
Viet Nam).
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reclaim arid fields, build irriga-
tion works and improve farming
techniques. It has supplied 200
ploughing-machines, 2c0c pumps,

2,200 buffaloes and tens of
thousands of tons of lime and
fertilizer.

In 1973-1974, 400 ha of rice,
500 ha of other crops were added
to the cultivated acreage of the
Winter 197z - Spring 1973 crop. A
new species of rice was introduced
over 259, of the rice-growing
area. The people have contributed
130,000 work-days to transport
84,000 cubic metres of earth for
the repair and consolidation of
the irrigation system. The tree-
planting and afforestation cam-
paign is moving ahead;
first quarler of 1974,
young trees werc planted.

— In Mid-Central Viet Nam,
with the help of the revolutionary
administration, the people have
repaired the waterways and
dams which were destroyed and
built new ones. 155 old dams
were repaired, 15 Rew ones built
and 5 km of waterways dug.
The population of Duc Pho ((Juang
Ngai) have put back into use 275
water-pumps. Some districts in
Gia Lai province have spent
3,800 work-days on improving
the irrigation system by digging
7 km of waterways. Dieu Binh
village (Kontum) has completed
a water reservoir with a capacity
of tens of thousands of cubic
metres and a waterway network
2 km long.

34,000

— In South-Central Viet Nam
compared with 1973, the cultivat-
ed acreage of [ood crops in 1974
has increased by 309% and
draught power by 40 Y.

— A campaign for resettlement
has started in the mountain
region of Mid-Central Viet Nam.
70 %, of the ethnic minorities in
West Quang Nam and 509 in
West Khanh Hoa have voluntarnly
moved down and resettled in
lower regions where they engage
in agriculture.

— In East-Southern Viet Nam,
from January to September 1973,
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in the .

the revolutionary administration
allotted to the peasants 2,500 ha
of land. Almost all the rubber-
growing areas in the liberated

zone of Phuoc Binh province
have been restored.

— In the Mekong delta a
bumper antumn harvest was
recorded. The rice yield per

hectare varied from 3 to 5 tons.

— In the areas of the ethnic
minorities, most of the people

have joined mutnal-aid teams of
production.  g,000 such teams
have been formed in Quang Tri
and Mid-Central Viet Nam alone.

— Workshops in various prov-
inces have turned out or repaired
a large number of farm tools for
the peasants. In December 1973,

Quang Tri inaugurated the
¢ December 20” factory for
manufacturing and repairing

farm tools.

-

— Husbandry and fishing: in
South-Central Viet Nam, the
herd of buffaloes and cows in
1973 was three times bigger than
in 1g72. In Tra Vinh, some
localities had 50 head of cattle
for each family. In 1973, Quang
Tri caught 820 tons cof fish.

— Development of commerce:
in Quang Tri many shops have
been opened and inarket sites
restored, while Dong Ha market
has been completely rebuilt.




culture and Education:

— By the beginning of 1973,
1,500 schools with 35,000 pupils
had been added to the 1970 figure
of 7,100 schools and study groups
with nearly 1 million pupils,
ranging {rom alphabet classes to
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd levels of
general education. iHiteracy has
virtually been wiped out in the
liberated zone, and 17 scripts for
the Central Highlands ethnic
minoritics created.

— In Quang Tri, by April 1974,
illiteracy had been comgletely
wiped out in all the districts of
the plain rtegions. 1n the 1973-74
school year 3o,000 pupils have
been attending schools.

— In West-Southern Viet Nam,
728 more schools and 140 more
study groups have been crented
for over 46,000 pupils of the st
and znd levels.

— In 1973 Binh Phuoc prevince
(East-Southern Viet Nam) had 134
classes with nearly 4,000 pupils
and 170 teachers, including 3,000
pupils and j0 teachers from the
gthnic minorities.

— TLoc Ninh town and Bu Dop
district centre (East-Scuthern
Viet Nam! now have z2nd level
schools.,

and cultare:
each province is puoblishing its

— Information

own news bulletin. Besides 3 big
newspapers (riai Phong (7 Liber-
ation " — Central organ of the
Front), AMiem Nam Chien Dau
(" South Viet Nam in Straggle’

— The PRG  foreign language
publication) and Tien  Phoug
{** Vanguard =~ — Central organ
of the People’s Revolutionary

Party), there are scores of other
dailies, magazines, cuitural and
arf reviews. Numerous
egsays, musical pieces and novels
have been published and some of
them translated into forcign lan-
guages. lrainting in the liberated
some has produced 2,500 works.
About 300 valuable collections of
photos have been distributed, of
which the photos ' Carrying Am-
munition to the Yront ' and the
« Rushing forward to Wipe Out
the Enemy > have been awarded
golden medals in International
Photo Exhibitions. 300 [lilms
produced by the I.iberation Studio
and the Liberation Army Studio
have been put on show, of which
34 have won prizes in home com-
petitions and 5 in world competi-
tions. Every province and village
its own amateur artistic
rnsemble. In all there are now
300 such groups. New ways of
life are being instilled and supers-
titions, gambling, drinking, etc.,
virtually rocted out.

stories,

has

Health :

— The medical network covers
100%, of the Jiberated villages,
including the remotest ones in
the mountiain region. jo% of the
districts have doctors or assistant
Jdoetors. Thousands of dispensaries
and medical teams have been
consolidated and expanded. Each
province has a Medical Service
in the charge of 4 or 5 doctors.

Teaching the national alphabet to
inembers of the PPa Co ethnic minor-
ity in the mountain areas of Quang
Tvi province (Central Viet Nawi)
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A health station in
Ouang Tri province

Within 3 vears (196g-71}. 3 more
general hospitals with relatively
modern equipment were opened.

Medical schools have trained
nearly 1,000 pharmacists, assist-
ant doctors and doctors.

— In Quang Tri there are now
6o hospital beds for every ten
thousand people, 1 doctor {for
every thousand and 1 medical
assistant for every 300 peaple.,

— In 1973, the pharmacecutica)
service of South-Central Viet Nam
manufactured tens of millions of
drug  ampoules and pills of
various  kinds, together with
quantities of traditional medicines
made from local recipes.

External

— Up to June 14, 1974, over
42 countries had recognized the
PRG and established diplomatic
relations with it.

On May 22, Iy74, the PRG
Permanent Representation was
established in France.

N® 26 — Julv 1974

— In Binh Phuoc province
(East-Southern Viet Nam) the
provincial hospital has success-
fully perforined difficult surgical

operations such as bone grafting,
ablation of the spleen, treated

poliomyelitis and psychiatric dis-
eases, and done everything pos-
sible to rescue the patriots return-
ing from US-Thieu prisons fromn
malignant diseases.

Relations

In Tondonesia, an NFL Perma-
nent Representation is maintain-
ed.

PRG information services have
been set up in 5 countrics.

— Over 20 governments and
100 national and world organiza-

tions (including some UN organi-
zations) have given direct aid to
the PRG.

— Up to April 1974, the PRG
and the NFI. had sent 4g0 dele-
gations to attend national and
world conferences in order to
denounce US-Thieu crimes and
pay friendly visits to warious
countries.

— President Nguyen Huu Tho
took part in the Summit Confer-
ence of WNon-Aligned Countries
in Algiers (September 35-8, 1973)-

— 23 countries and 2z organi-
zations have sent ambassadors
and representatives to the liber-
ated zone to present their cre-
dentials.

— From September 1972 to
April 1574, 98 foreign delegations
visited the South Viet Nam liber-
ated zone (including 6 delegations
from world organizations and 13
from national organizations).

In September 1973, Premier
Fidel Castro of the Cuban Revo-
lationary Government visited the
liberated zone of Quang Tri.
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A Product of US Neo-Colonialism

The church was built on 3 lonely
hillock at the end of the village ;
it was linked to the road by a
flight of brick stairs. T arrived
there on a  Sunday morring
after Mass. The first Lo come ont
of the wvaulted building sur-
mounted by astatue of the Virgin
Mary were the children. Theyv
seemed  to  have completely
forgotten the spiritual world
behind them and to be lost in
the earthly world, as they ran
towards me, shouting when they
saw me take out my camera.

A young girl clad in a plum-
coloured tunic and white trousers,
with a golden cross on a chain
around her neck, broke her way
through the crowd, and came
and asked me in a half northern
half southern accent: * Excase
me, will yor tell me where you

- 43

come from ?

1 fished my pass out of my
pocket and showed it to her;

A Book of Burning Rele__y_qnce

but she turned away, blushing
(I guessed she was illiterate).
She led me to the Chairman of
the village people’s revolutionary
committee,

Thougl many scars of war
were  apparent Loc  Dien stil
looked wealthy. Life was normal
notwithstanding the Sajgon guns
which were still booming some-
where in the vicinity. The rainy
season was on its way and farm
work—sowing, harrowing, weed-
ing—was in full swing.

1 looked into a mate.rnityf
home and saw the white overalls
of the nurses and heard babies’
cries. In a small inn, some army-
men were eating noodles with
their bikes leaning against the
foot of a mango tree. An itiner-
ant vendor, an old man, walked
slowly by, shouting his wares in
a hoarse wvoice: ' 8all, supar
for sale, cigarettes ! "'

At noon, I met the Reverend

Thich Giac Minh of the Phuc
Lam pagoda, fasting in the house
of Hal Son. Bare-headed and
bare-footed in his saffron robe,
the austere Buddhist bonze
stood immobile near an altar
decorated with a pot of flowers
and shronded in the smoke of
joss-sticks.  After receiving as
alms a bowl of rice from Hai Son,
he said prayers begging Buddha
o bless the donor and silently
left for another house.

Lying along Road 13, 6 kilo-
metres  from Loc  Ninh town,
Loc Dien is a newly-built village
without a tradition. It was
named “ Thanh Dien” before
liberation day and * Tich Thien
Agricultural Settlement '’ at an
earlier date. 1t was first founded
early in 1957, at the time US
neo-colonialism began penetra-
ting in South Viet Nam, and is
the product  of this neo-
colonialism.

Tts inhabitants have come from
all parts of Viet Nam but stem
in the main from two origins. The
smaller part came from the villages
of Taanh Chan and Tan Phong,
Duy Xuyen district, Quang Nam
province. In 1955, they had parted
with their dear ones who were
being regrouped in the North,
hoping to return home after the
general elections for the reuni-
fication of the country scheduled
to be held two years later. But,
only a few days later, the vil-
lagers saw Ngo Dinh Diem’s men

Saigon: Un régime en question
LES - PRISONNIERS  POLITIQUES

Editions SUDESTASIE—17, Rue du Cardinal Lemcine, Paris V
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bebead, disembowel or =ins Lhe
faces of about 100 persons ta be

regronmned and threw them inta
the warer at Vink Trinh, Mo
Chi and Thaeh B dams., They
themselves were tied up, thrown
nto dorries and driven fo ooeri-
cultnral settlement ™ centres. Tho

greater part; who called them-
selves " Diem’s relatives, ” wore

Catholics coming from the Novth,
enticed or coerced iuto « Jollowing
the Lord scuthwied.”” They had

fimdtly veen sent to Tieh Thic:
then o virgin jungle infested with

anopiieles mosquitoes and snalies,

These two grongs of peopie, foree
to tive together in CAImnps surroamd-
e By hicehies owine o fanalemoenis,
the  same but had
lived for years in two different,
not Lo xav epposing, worlds, The
encmics of  car people  wanted
wotarn Loe Dien into an “out-
post, ' but their aticnpt, though

1ate,

shord

roamed through the Ssoth scrap-  at times obtained S0IAe  SUGCess,
g @ scanty  living, snd hsd i the end fatled,
A ‘*Stranded ** Man
“ At that time | thought of went South with his mather,
tleeing, " AMr  Ngnyen Luong  wife  and  children, leaving

confessed to me,

“That time ' was when oor
troops  care  and o Hberatoed
Loc  Ninh., A man ol 47,

T.nong bad an honest, cpen {ace,

and when 1 asked him why he
diedl not ran away, Le answered
me  without  hesitation @ Not
because 1T dit not want {o {lee
but because T could not. ™

T trath, he had el the

revolution twenty-five vears ago
this may be regarded as g

and

amd \
of  the

SICCess decrptive

COETCIVE I ol s fos oy Dl Cneny.

A native of Van ha villuge
{fon an islet in the Cdanh River),
Cuaang  Trach  duedyict,
Binh proviie:s,  Mr
old when one day,
Wit

thinug
Pt was
twenly venis
alter Slass, he
priest Lo join o rurad sotfa o fenee

wshed by g

it to Cdeleind e Clirlsiian

faith,”" 1 co-operalion with the

Frenclh froops. lanooint, weak-
hearted und o fervent belicver,

he yielded to the injunctions of
his superior- Later, in ias4, alter
he had  been  womnded  and
demobilized, the pricst toldd himg -
“The Lord has gone Sonth” He
doabted  ahit,  bar e piet
inilowed  this up with 1hrear-,
“Youwse becn coeopernting swiih
the French and so vea've become
an enemy of Viet Mink. Trs up
to vou to decide whether voun awill

IR}

gy oF iR There weomed v
alternative. Like & Dby, b
N 26— duly g7y

vvarything in the North.

He was made headman of (he
Tich  Thivu agricaltural settle-
ment and then  chief  of  the
Catholic community there. When,
in April tgy2, the Loc Ninh
military  sector was  overrun,
Division g surrendered and

Colonel Vinh was taken prisoner,
L fled with  the Loe Dien c¢ivil
defence platoen though that unit
hadd not yet been attacked. This
tine, the puppet troops decamped
o quickly that he had no time
o tike slong his family and  Lis
sennty belungings with him in his

Hight Onee, ot Hamlet Three,
a man from Cusng Nam had

teld him about bhis  brother who
had been killed by tiwe VS hench-
men in ryss, cut oop into many
prris amed exposed to the
e Che sand wank of the Thu 8on
river. e rememberiod that story
i lwas afriad of being killed i

SuUIl

the reprisal  and
Iiovrog caposed o
Rovwd 13,

Abvut  one  hundred  people,

including members of the civil

guard  platoon,  mustered  on
hilltop Dbehind the  hamlets e
asked  the  civil  goard  chisf :

“When will helicopters come and
The  feilow
seapped s U BEvew the colonel
rmajor have had to teke to their
Beeds ot alone as 7 and then he
acifed 1T voa cannet run aw o,
cotnmit suickle, bay don’t let the
Vier Coug capture yoo and cut
vout thvoast U

ke ns away £

arnl

As o hie hadd been injured in one
leg daring his service under the
French, he could not think of
Twniing avway, neither had he the
coarage to make an attempt on
his life. Soon after, when nobody
was around, he slipped into the
anderarowcth and returned to hie
howse. Tt was a tenge time tor
him, vopecially during April and
May 1972 when he was living in
constant dread of being arresied
and murdered. One day, he receiv-
ed a visit from a stranger — u
calre {rom the district office --
to inquire after his health and
his living conditions.

“I have semething to tell you,”
he then said.

“What’s the matter #°  3r
Luong asked anxionsly,

“We want 1o make you hamiet
chiel. Yeu have expericnee in
doing  this job ; besides, being
chief of the Catholic community,
it is easy for your to talk to your
people.”

Thus a new life began for Mr
Luong. “The hamlet and village
antherities are ail old acquain-
tance,”” he told me. “My work
is so simple: to look after pro-
duaction, civilian defence against
enemy bombardement, education
and the health of the popula-
lign. "

He kept mre for dinner. Besides
i bottie of alcohol  the meal
consisted of pork, {ish paste and
raw  vegetubles, including green
Daaias, a menn much appreciat-
ol by Quang Binh people. 1
begged his mother ahd his wife
and children 1o join us but they
all tefused, saying that ““women
are not allowed to share o meal
with men”  and I should allow
them 1o take their meal in
another room. As 1 insisted, the
old mother came and sat at a
distance 1rom the table. After
some hesitation, she asked e
about the situation of  Cathe-
licism at such places us Don Sa,
alv Hiea, Hoong FPhucng and Gia
Hung, i Quang Bink province,
foviunatety, ©had lived there for
many vears and could tell her
vveryrhing in great detail. Look-
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ing pensive, she laid down her
bowl of rice and said: “We were
foolish then, we were taken in,

r

sir

After taking some sips of
alcohot, Mr Luong struck in: *[
regret that 1 am toc old and weak
to do anything now.”

First Meering with the Liberation Fighters

Mr D., a native of Quang QOai,.n =

Son Tay province (North Viet
Numj, was another man who had
tried to flee in April 1g7z. Per-
haps, of all the families at Loc
Dien willage, his was ilhe most
unfortunate. In 1934, despite the
entreatics of his wife, who even
threatened to put an cnd to her
life, he was firmly resolved to go
South. e had a large family:
six boys and two girls. Now, af-
ter twenty years of war, only the
voungest daughter is left; she
was the givl I had met in front
vt the church when I just arriv-
ed ot Loc Dien. Of his six sons,
four, serving in the puppet army,
had died on the Dbattlefield; the
fifth, also a pnppet soldier, had
died from over-drinking and the
sixth one was leading o wandering
ife as a hooligan. Of his daughters,
one had left the housein 1967 and
never been heard of since. Mr D,
had ran away because of fear,
buat alse Dbecause he wanted to
flee from the terrible situation of
his family. Made insane by suf-
tering, his wiie sat all day long at
the {oot of a mango tree, calling,
one by one, the names of her dead
sons and those of her dear ones
living in the North. At times, she
looked mourufully at her husband
as if to say “it is you who are
responsible for this desperate si-
tnation.”

The Loe Ninh military sector
was taken by the liberation army
in the spring of rg7z. D. had
only time to take a bundle of
clothes he had prepared belore-
hand, and he {led, wearing only
a pair of knee breeches. That
night ithe wind was cold; he un-
did the bundle to change his
clothes, but found thatit was his
daughter’s., He returncd home to
fetch his own clothes; his daugh-
ter goave him half o ball of rice.
Astonished, he asked where it
came {rom.

“The Viet Cong — sorry, the
Liberation fighters — gave it to
me,” his doughter replied.

“The Viet Cong have

EER)

here, then ?
¢ They wonly _
don’t call them “Viet

Lome

passed Dby, but
LN S )

Cong’.
“Did they siy anything ¢

“They asked ms whether we
were hungry. [ replied ‘No’, but
mother said “Yeg', Se they gave
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us this rice and told us to remain
in the shelter, not to go out for
we might get killed by the air-
raids.””

“Maybe yon can stay here,”’ the
voung girl added, ¢ there is
nothing to fear. They look very
kind."”

Mr D.stayed.

He teld me that for last
harvest he only reaped thirty
gia {one gia equals about 20kg)
as he was not yet quite rcassured.
With this crop, he reckoned to
harvest ut least 150 gia of paddy,
not to meation maize, groundnat
and cassava. Iis dangher, Hoa,
Is now a member of the gaerilin
unit of the hamlet and attends s
literacy ¢lass in the afternoon.

01l V., 70, a churchwarden,
hailing from  Cam ~Nuyen, Ha
Tinh provinee (North Viet Nam),
was also a “stranded” man. After
his wife’s death in 1g71, he had
been living a lenely life. One

gloomy night at the end of that
vear, he suddenly discovered a
comet shooting over the horizon.
His friends told him that this was
an ill omen, and heralded a pericd
of war.

“The worst that can happen is
that the Viet Cong wiil come and
take over,’”” he said. “That doesn’t
matter much to me. 'l stay to
ring the Dbell and take care of the
chuzch,”’

One day, N., the hamlet chief
from his village, came and told
him: *“All the Northerners who
went South are on the Viet Cong
list of persons to be sentenced to
death and we wil' all be...”’ For
the last word he expressively
fapped his neck with his open
hand.

This persuaded Mr V. to decamp,
though he was advanced in years.
But, his strength failed him and
he could not run away. For cne
month he kept indoors. One day
4 man came to see him: “Why
don’t you sweep the church
ground !’ he asked. = A place of
worship should be kept clean,
Tomorrow,zing the bellte enliven
the village and wuke people up.”

Since then, old V. had returned
to his usual work.

Severance with the Past

Mr Tro, chairman of the revo-
hitionary peeple’s council of Loc
Dien village, led me to the cons-
truction site of a primary school.
The atmosphere was gay: ol
carpenters busy with their work,
young pecple carrying earth or
building foundations, old women
splitting bamboo laths or boiling
water, and little children ranning
around ¢cverywhere,

“This is something new in our
village,” he satd. Alraid that 1
did not anderstand him, he cx-
pliined:  “Never before could
you have seen Quang Nam peo-
ple and Catholics ‘refugecs’ from
the North sitting or working fto-
gether. But as you see now they
are contributing Dbuoilding mate-
rials and  working together, and
their children are studying in the
same school. ™

“The children did  not stwiy
together formerly ¥ 1 asked,

No, " he said. *Tg  ITamlet
Three, well-off families sent their
children to private schools in
town, ilhe poor ones left theirs
illiterate. In Hamlet Four, chil-
dren went to a school tun by the
Catholic sisters.””

I asked why a new school had to
be built when therc was already
a primary school in the village.
“Yes,” the chairman said, "the
old school is still there. In 1960
the Saigon authorities gave us
building material and money to
repair it. Bul a military post wus
bailt between the school :ind the
market, and the school was used
more as a shield protecting the
post than as an educational in-
stitution, No children went to
that school.””

“Now that the post has been
removed, why wasn't the school
repaired and put™into use ¥ |
asked.

“The people’s council had the
same idea,” Mr Tro said. “But
the inhabitants did not agree.
They said they hated all things
that belonged to the devil; they
would rather build a new schoct
for their children.”

I think myvsell that this disiike
of the old school is simply a
guestion of sentiment. Neverthe-
less, it shows one thing: everyone
here is wanting to make a very
definite break with the past.

NGUYEN SINM
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Ohe DRUVcN Advances

STRIKING PROGRESS

I

LIS year, “Binh Da 2,” a

T co-operative of Binh  Minh

commune, Thanh QOai district,

Ha Tay province, harvested g,050

tens ol spring rice, an increasc

of oo tons {61.5%,) over igyz,
one of the best crops so far.

The wield was 6.3 tons per
hectare on a total acrcage of 162
hectares.

That bumper harvest imade at
possible for " Bink Da 27" 1o
deliver to the State 83% of the
yearly deliveries of paddy {130
vut of 130 lons) while 100 mure
tons were sold by co-op members
1o the State trade service at
market price.

These vesults were due to the
growing on 60% of the planting
areas of 4 new rice strain, Hr, of
higher yicld and greater resistance
{o unfavourable weather condi-
tions and plant diseases than the
old varietvy Nong nghiep 5.

This has been made possible by
the re-arrangement of the fields,
large-scale  irrigation work, the
practice of intensive culture — a
collectively-owned herd of one
thousand pigs supplies most of
the organic manure—the mechan-
ization ot  ploughing  which
enables the strict observance of
the planting schedule and the
improvement of managerial work.

In the last-named field, the
co-operative has  judiciously
appliesl the syvstem of ‘ three-
point *7 contract, which is signed
by each work team and fixes:

— ihe gunantity of paddy to be
delivered afler the harvest;
— the production cosis, and

— the number of work-days and
work-points.

That managerial measure is
taken simultaneocusly with the
estublizshment of technical norms
for each task.

All the above technical and

N© 26 — July 1974

managerial
heen achieved only thanks to the
establishment
relations of production gradually

of an

AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVE

innovations  have

of new socialist

consolidated on  the basis of
technieal improvement. On this
score “ Binh Da 2" zets a con-
vincing cxample.

FACTS AND EVENTS

Resurgence of

the Saigon Economy ?

¥/ ITH the depaviure oj

the Gls, who had
plenty of greenbacks, jor one
vear now the Saigon econo-
aiy has been at 14s last gasp.
fuflation, unemployinent and
the high cost of living are
hitting hard on all sections
of the population. With his
friend and  hoss (Graham
Martin, Thiew las been
trying to wring more money
out of Washington.

However the US Congress
grows surly : the 1,500 mil
Hon credit vequested by the
Admanistration <n favowr of
Saigon jor 1g74 has been ciuf
down to 1,126 million. This
will also be the ceiling for
1975, though 1,600 miliion
dollars have been demanded.

In its attemptto revive the
Saigon economy, Washington
has worked out a formula.

According fo the Saigon
daily Dien Tin, thanks to a
gencrous aid granted by the US
a new industry will be started
wp in Satgon. Factories will
be butelt o turn out... Dbowbs

and awmmunition of varions
kinds. Specifically, it is fo
be heavy arfillery shells and
M6 bullels fo begin with,
weapons which will proudly
bear the inscription * Made
i12 Viet Nam. " Thus, 1n lis
own way, dhicn is puiting
wibo practice the slogan of
“selj-reliance.

From Saigon it is repori-
ed that Thiew has obtained
the help of his West German
friends for the iustallation
of a maodern printing-house
for the making of bank-notes.

Munitions and bauk-notes,
produced at will, . This is
all thatis needed io strength-
en Saigon economy !

Up to now only one branch
ts Deing overemployed and
is offering jobs: this s,
according to a Saigon daily,
the prison administvation.,

With these three indus-
tries | armasnents, bank-notes
and prisons, the Saigon econ-
omy will know a new boom.

The only loser ! peace!
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=R more than len  Fearvs,
© saecessive adminisirations in
Thatland have proved effective

sceomplices  of the 'S in its
aperessive war against the coun-
rries of Indechina,

I'hey have authorized the U3
v use Thidland as an alr basc
for its aircraft in attacks against
North  Viet  Nam, Laos and
Cbodia and as a supply-base
$ ¢ the Thai and Laotian righ-
i troops in Laos  and the
reactionary  forees in Cambodia.
U American orders, they sent
combat batialions 1o Laos
one division to South Viet
am to participate directly in
the aggressive war heside ithe US
and  puppet Lreops. By using
Tioi terrivary  as oo base for
atiacks  and  bombing raids
agoinst  Lacs, the US  has
fTaorantly viclated Article 2 (i)
oif the Declatation of the Nen-
wrality of Taos solemnly signed
Iy vhe Us, Tuailand and  oiher
coentrics,  which  stipulates:
o They [the stpnatories]  will
i use the territory  of any
country, incluwling their own,
{ir interference in the internal
Affnirs  of ihe Ningdom of
T.acs.”’

“he role of Thailand in the
US war in (ndochina is very
ymportant. Le Monde diplomati-
yue of Tebroary 1974 wrote ©
“yver more than ten  years,

this country has played the role
of rhe ' great American reat bhase
in the Indochina  conflict.

Without such an  important
sircraft-carrier and  such an
important recr base, the United
Siates would no doubt have
Leew more reluctant  to o get
involved s deeply  in the
conitict."”

Things arc now cxactly fthe
aome as before.

After ihe signing of the Paris
Agreement on Viet Nam and the
Vientiane Agreement on Laos,
‘he US has continued using
TThailand as o Dase in its atiempt
to hamper the restoration ol
peace in these 1Two countries.

1t has transferred the US Air
Command from Saigon to Nakhorn
Phanen where 1t has set up the
Joint Casualty Resenrch Centre
(JURC) and  the Us  Suapport
Rctivities Group (USSAG). The
ICRC is in faclt o cenire to
direct cspionage activities in
Indochina, and the TSSAG is
oiten publicized by the TUsA as
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- gituated fur

Ghailand

a deterrent force in Southeast
Asia aimed at the Indochinese
countries. The USSAG  has
direct communications with Sai-
gon, Phnom Penh, Vientiane,
SAC (Strategic  Air Command)
and even with the White House.
Now it has at 1ts disposal Goo
aircraft and 6,000 to 0,500
pilots and it is equipped with
two [BM-360 computers, a radar
system and a DART network
which can reccive and analyse
intelligenee reports Irom sensors
drepped by the US on all the
Indochinese battlefields (Far East-
evs;  Lconomic Review, July 2,

1973)-

The US coniinues Lo use the
military port of Sattaliip for the
shipment of weapons 1o the Lon

Nol troops in Fhnom Penh and
Nam Phong buse for the training
of commanidos to be sent 10
Cambodin.

After the resteration of peace
in Laos, the US las transterred
a number of its bazes, formerly
inland, to arcus
close 1o the  Thailand-Laos
fronticr ajony the Mekong river
bank. Every day, American
aireraft taking off from Thailund
fly reconnaissance fights —over
the airspace of Laos and dvop

Remains a War Base

spies and commandos into ke
liberated zone,

Thus, both the US and Thai-
land have seriously violated
Article 20 of the january zj,
173 Paris Agreement and Article
8 of the March 1973 Act of
the International Conference on
Viet Nam and the Iebruary 21,
1973 Vientiane Agreement on
Laos.

The US occupation of Thailand
and its use of Thai territory as
a springboard to attack the
Indochinese countries suggest that
Thailand is in danger of being
turned into a hotbed of war in
Southeast Asia. In the Jangnage
of the deputy provincial chief of
Nakhorn Phanom, this is ““a big
thorn thrust into the flesh’' of
Thailand.

The Thai people have Dbeen
aware of this danger for a long
time and have tried to resist it
That was why in August I073.
the Bangkok autherities had to
negotiate with the US: tne
August 24, I973 (7S-Thatinnd
Joint Communiqué stipnlated
that in September 1973, the US
would withdraw from Thailan:i
3,550 military personne! and 100
aircraft. Thisis rothing compared
with the number of US troops
and aireraft recently trausferied
from South WViet Nam, not to
speak of the .3,000 troops el
600 aircraft already based in
Thailand. Moreover, aiter the
August 17, LO73 statement ol
Thai Prime Minister Thanom
Kittikachorn, thisis a conditioral
withdrawal to be carried oul in
several phases related v sceurity
reqairements in Southcast Asia.
Also in this statement Thanom
Kittikachorn said; On aecount
of the wunstable sitwation in
Cambodia and the other Indo-
chinese countrics, we think 1t
necessary to keep 13-52 bombers
here as a deterrent.” On August
28, 1973, he repeated that “ The
withdrawal of US troops {ron
Thailand mey take yoars, " and
on October 1o, 1073: 1 dont’
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think thut all the US Aroops
shonkd withdraw {from Thailand.”

Adter the overthrow  of  the
Thanoem-Praphas clique and the
coming into power of the Tham-
masak government, the negotia-
tions on the withdrawal of US
troaops from Thailand were called

I

PDawe Chullasapaya, Thai Dec-
{nce Minister in the new govern-
moit, declared @« The US troops
will withdraw only when their
celivities in Thailand prove to
be no longer necessary’ (7P],
Doz, a7

Meanwhile, US activities show
s intention to make a long stay
it Thatland @ 1t ha=s raised its md
tn Thailand to o Lilllon dollars

anvl given another 650 million
debiars for the consfraction of
military prajects, The UIA has
signed @ contract with o Adr

ymerica valued  at o4 million
dultars {twice the previous figure)
for contineous  reconnilssance
flighis and dropping leailets and
commaios on  the  puerilla
zomcs in Thailand. In the fiscal
veulr 19731074, the US agreed {o
grout Thailand an additional aid
cf ro.z million dollars to be
spent  on  the Public Security
Propramme (in fact o pacification
programme). Together with Japan,
it =tudied the wuse of nuclear
power for digging a conal through
tir: Kra tsthmus, so as to shorten
the route from the Pacific to the
Indian QOcean to be used by the
-th Flect. In lute Pecomber 1973,

the American  company Novth-
iap o osigned with the Thal
severnment  an o agrecment  on
the building of a new airficld

«m the ootskitis of Bangkok. On

May 3, [974, 26 American B-32
drategic bombers  taking  off
froim Guam lamnded on Tiapao

arficld on the pretext of “Cavoid-
e storms,”” But in Iact, the US
~simplv  wanted  to probe  the
reaction of Thal pablic opinion.
[f  nothing  happenwcd, these
aircridt woald be Ieft in Thailand
inr uw long time as a deterrvent.

At et time, the Thai people

wewe veacting  strongly agoinst
che CLAL Se, to appease Ulem,
e January 2, 1974 the 173

Prepariment of Defense resoied
o the wrick of witodrawing 3,700
more froops. i3at according
7P (January 3, 1974) i
not a single bomber
was withdrawn and AP january
3. Toyad commented that ofter

this withdrawal, American troops
in Thaitland still numbered 35,000.
The fos Augelas Thizes of March
4, tu7gdisclosed that the Utapao.
Sattahip  base complex  would
remain indefinitely in US lhands
whether  pence  was Testorved n
Indochinag  or nof.

O3 eonilse, i
were not to be  f{ooled by ihe
Mmerican irick. Evinoin
hat Parlament, many MPs

That  people

POoAw

the

gacstinge:l the Thammusak
govertment on the US military
pregence 1 Thailand. On February
15, 1974, the Thai Deputy Prime
Minister had to  promise that
he wonkl review all the agree-
ments signed with the US on tha
basis ~[  equality, equity, and
respect fos national sovercignty.

The Maveh 2o,
Thatltand joint
msued o osuch
this is

1974 [":-‘ -
COl]llJlU]1lqllU WLS

circumstances.

only ancother
mairavre  to calm down pabtic
upinion.  According to the com-
anique, the US will withdraw
towot more troops by the end
ol 1074, Bat oat the same time

R
it

it reaffining that  the TS will
maintain o nilitary  force in
Thailand mdelinitely as

detvrrent.

Reflocting popular ipdignation,
the May 23, 1974 scssion af the
Thal Pazliament agrecd to disenss
1 LIl suggested by ex-Toreign
Mainister Thanat IWhoman, which
macke i Jllegal  for foreign
itewps  to be  introduced  into
Thatlund or Jur troops already
<ationed in the country to pro-
long their servize there without
the authorization  of Parliament.

When the first Thammasak
government WS cverthrown
om o Maxy 22, 174, o sociallst front
comsisting of nine partics declared

that It wounld support My
Thummasak in f{forming a new
goversiment on  condition that
he worked 1o climminate the
influence uf [loreign countries,

esprelully the U8, and dismantle
US military bases in Thailand
{(1FP, May 26, 1074).

Many American politicians also
believe that US troops should be
withdrawn  from  Thailand  and
Seutheast Asia.  According lo
AP (May 3, to74), itebert Nix,
i'resident of the US lIonse Asiun
and  Dactfic Sub Committee, held
that 1t was time to withdraw US
troops from Asia, In his opinion,
the greatest danger to peace and
US securily was the presence
in Thailaud of 33,000 US para-
vroops entrasted with the task
oi defending >vguyen Van Thien's
covernment in Soath Viet Nam.

The New:neek of TFebruary 18,
1g74 disclesed that, when he was
Defense Secretary, Melvin Laivd
was alsoin favour of withdrawing
411 US +troops from Thailand enee
the Taris Mgreement wus signed.
Dut Nixon wished to keep 25,000
U8 troops in Thailand for a long
timme, claiming that the TS sull
had the obligation to give uir
suppotct to South Viet Nam.

No cne in Southeast Asia is
threatening the security of the
T'SA or Thailand. i maintain-
ing its treops and military bases
in Thailand, the cnly aim of the
US is to cary ouat its neo-colo-
nialist policy in Suatheast Asia,
o protect the puppcet administra-
tivns in Cambodia rnd  Sounth
Viet Nam and the pro-US reac-
tionaries in Lags. On their part,
the Thai people are well awure
that, so long as US  trocps
remain in Thailand, there s a
danger of war hanging over their
heads, while their life will be
inssanre el their fine traditions
will be trampled upon.

The TS must end its military
oresence 111 Thailand. This is an

imperative and just demmand for

the  pieservation of peace and
pational  independience in this
AT

KY S0OXN
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Phnom Penh:

When the US Ambassador
Sets Up the New Puppet Cabinet

ILITARY  setbacks, eco-
nomic difficultics, and the
movemcnt of intellectuals

and school and college students
in Phnom Penlh against the draft
and the high cost of hiving —
which on June 4 caused the death
of Keo Sang IKim, minister of
education, and his assistant
Thach Chea in a clash between
the students and the police — all
these have landed the Phnoem
Penh administration in another
sericus crisis,

Nol  knowing which way to
turn, Lon Nol, on the one hand,
cracks down savagely on the
protesters and on the other,
sacks the generals whom he holds
responsible for the defeats on the
batilefields. The internal contra-
dictions between the various
chiques (those of Lon Nol, Sirik
Matak and Cheng Heng) are
growing deeper and deeper.
Within a {ew days, Vice-Premier
Op Kim Ang and seven ministers
and two vice-ministers in the
ILong Boret Cabinet tendered
their resignations. Although, in
his capacity as Head of State,
Ton WNol reguested them  te
reconsider their  resignations,
they expressed their determina-
tion not to co-operate with T.on
Nol and Tong Borel. This aifair
ended with the resignation of the
whole cubinet.

But the man most affected by
that situation iz Ninon becauase,
according to Rewter (June 37,
174}, American officials have
made il clear that any cubinet
reshuffle may weaken the position
of the Khmer Republic and the
efforts of the Nixon administra-
tion to convince the US Congress
io apptove aid  grants 1o
Cambaordia.

Washington at once commanded
Jehn  Guuther Dean, the s
smboszador in Phnom Denh, to
Lrandish his magic wand and put
some order into the puppet
apparatus. As a vesult, on June
17, 1074 & 1UEeW government
headed by Loug Berel was formed,
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with sixteen members in which
Lon MNol's Social Republican
Party grabbed the biggest number
of seats. Pan Sothi, the Party
Secretary-General, doubles the
functions of TIirst Vice-Premier
and Minister of Education (to

cope with the seething students’
moveinent). Cheng Heng's clique
zot two portiolios, Sirik Matak's
JParty  not

Republican only

refrained from taking part in the
new cabinet in protest against
Lon Nol's Party which had got
hold of 126 seats in the Parlia-
ment, but also threatened to
expel any of its members who
eo-operated with Lon Nol (Reufer,
June 16, 1974).

More than ever, the Americans
are behaving openly us the bosses
in Phnom Penh. Accordinglo AP
of June 14, 1974, John. G. Dean
has been meeting Long Boret
almost every day ever since the
¢risis broke out, and the fact
that Long Boret has been chosen
as Premier shows that he las
secured the staunch support of
{he American amnbassador.

John G, Dean may restcontent
for the time being. However, the
contradictions between the
various cliques in Phnom Penh
will not decrease as the new
Cabinet is composed almost
solely of members of Lon Nol's
Party. As for the population
living under the puppets’ contrel,
a change of government does not
make any difference to them. for
anyway every new policy * is
always decided by US Ambassador
fohn G. Dean” (AP, June 17,
1974).

]. A0S : A First

the formation in T.acs of

the National Political Council
of Coalition (NPCC) and the
Provisional Government of Na.
tignal Union (PGNU)} en  April
3. 1974

S]X TY days have elapsed since

These ftwo

organs of power,
the highest 1n

Laos, working in
the two cities of Vieptiune and
Luang Prabang now cssentially
neutratized, have carried ouf
many tasks full of sigaificance.

The NPCC has held its first
session which approved its own
statutes, passud lemporary regu
lations on the pguarantee of
democratic freedoms to the popi
lation and drew up o political
program for the bmilding of the
Kingdow of Laos into a peaceful,
indcpenclent, neutral, democratic,
unified and prosperous country.
1n his message sent on May

Balance-Sheet

24, 1974 to Prince bouphanou-
vong, Chairman of the NPCC,
King S Savang Vatthana
pointed out : ** All the decisions
taken by the National Political
Council “of Coalition are  aimed
at bringing all the Lao together
and creating an stmosphert of
equality, a consciausness of their
responsibitity for all Lao citizens
throughout the tand of Laos. In
a word, they are giving back
the same duties and the same
rights to all the Lao people. ’

The PGNU, for its part, has
unanimously  approved a 1o
point programme of action tn
strengthen the administrative
apparatus so that is should br
equal to the new situation and
the new task and agreed ta oppase
the ultra-rightist reactionaries in
their attempt to revive the so-
calted “ Vientiane National
Assembly,” &  wanauvre  to

VIET NANM COURIER
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hinder the activities and appose
the role of the NPCC and PGNU,

The Central Joint Commission
for the Implementation of the
Vientiane Agreement, the third
body of coalition, has tnoved
ahead with the neutralization of
Vientiane and Luang Prabang
and agreed to set up mobile
joint teams with the task of
planting boundary-markers as a
step to a lasting Cease-fire,

Nevertheless, apart from these
positive achieveinents, the situa-
tion in Lacs is not yet free
from the complications” created
by US policy, the activities of
the ultra-rightist and the lack of
goodwill on the part of the
Vientiane side ;

— The cease-fire has not been
fullv implemented. The planting
of temporary cease-fire inarkers
especially in disputed zones is
still  Dbeing dragged oot. The
Vientiane armed forces are still
encroaching upon the territories
under the patriotic forces' con-
trol, leading to an unstable
situation along some fronts such
as  Sebangphay, Hinboun, Palk
Ou, Pak Song.

-- Many of the provisions
dealing with the ncutra'ization of
Vientiane and Luang Prabang
have not been fully respected :
thousands of Vientiane troops,
in addition to the number allow.
ed, have becn scattered in
government offices, and infiltrat-
ed among the civilian popula-
tion so as to conlinue their
occupation ol these two cities
m  a clandestine fashion. Heavy
guns, armourec troop-carriers and
T-28  plancs belonging ta the
Vientiane side are still Temaining
in and around these cities, Their
aircraft continue to fly reconnais-
sance missions and o threaten

the patriotic forces’ regrouping
centres,
~ The ' Special Forces™ set

up, equipped, trained and com-
manded by the Americans, an
lmportant manifestation of the
US involvement in Laes, have
not been disbanded ; on the
contrary they have been strength-
ened and reinforced and are
still being used for operations
of encroachment, harassment and
sabotage against the liberated
arcas, Democratic liberties have
not yet been guaranteed to Lhe
people  who are not free tn
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move about. The overwhelming
majority  of the peeple coerced
to take refuge daring the war
are not Dbeing helped to return

to  fheir home wvillages, the
“refugee  camps”  are still in
cxistence.

— Though the US
tand declare that
withdvawn Lheir
military  advisers f{rom Laos,
many American officers are 1o
be seen at the US Embassy
and  Consalates and in such
organs as USIS and USAID, and
they continue to take command
of military operations in Laos.
Between May 1 and 21, 1974
alone, American aircraft violated
the airspace of the liberated
zone 68 times along Road g and
Auong Phin, Clhepone  (Savan-

and Thai-
they have
troops  and

nakhetj. With resard {0 Thai-
Iind on June s and 7, L1974,
Thai troups many times violated
Lao territorinl waters on the
Mekong  river wund  chased or
preveuted civilians from moving
to and {ro across the border,

— Ou the other bank of the
Mekong river, the  Americans
are  resolved  to maintain the
US armed forces in Thailand as
a ‘“detervent ' force agaiast the
Induchinese countries and to bnild
militasy Dbases near the Lans.
Thailand  Dborder, thus divectly
threateuning  the maependences,
peace and neatrelity of Laos.

The Lac patriotic {orces, to-
gether with 21l the Lao people who
stand o pearce, nedatrality and
national eoncord, will  Temain
constantly vigilunt.

The American

Peace Forces

Continue the Struggle

HE anti - war movement,
T which the Nixon administra-
tion thought it could stanip
out after Janwary 27, 1973, still
goes on, drawing support from
various scctions of the American
people. The mast recent activity
of the fighters in this movement
was an effort to persuade the
American Congressmen to prevent
the Nivon administration from
increasing aid to Thieu.

This action was carried out by
the ** Indochina ’cace Campaign '
(LPC) and the * Coalition to Stop
Funding the War.” Members of
these organizations distributed
leaflets, bulletins and periodicals
and used slides to acquaint the
American people with the pro-
visions of the Paris Agreement
on Viet Nam, and to compare
the scrious violations of this
Agreement by the American
authorities and the Thieu admin-
istration, with the correct:
attitude of the PRG and DRVN
lowards its implementation. They
held many teach-ins on the
“war after thewar’ and attend-
ed hearings in various US Senate
and House Committees swhere
they urged the US Congress tg
tuta  deown  Presidenl  Nixon's
request for increased credits to
enable him to continue {he Viet
Nam war. They organized people

to write to the Congressmen
asking them te oppase the Nixon
administration’s aid to Thieu’s
police and prisons and support
the Indochina Tcace Pledge by
concrete acts, that is by voting
against the US military involve.
ment in Indeching, stopping US
police aid to Thieg and encourag-
ing a political solution to the
Vict Nam problem in accordance
with the Paris Agreement.

In Tebruary Tane Tonda and
Tem ITayden, both of them 1DC
representatives, contacted abeout
soCongressmen in Washington and
held many teach-ins among thc
Congressmen’s aides, They launch-
ed @ ciumpaign to send petitions
te the Congressmen. The rtesults
proved satisfactory= for many
Cangressmen not only supported
the 1IPC viewpoint,” but urged
their colleagues to do the same,

As a resulf, the last two voles
at the US House of Representa-
ives and Senate were not favour-
able to the addilional aid to
Nguyen Van Thieu, a testimony {o
the suceess of the US peace forces
ina most difficult task they have
undertaleen since the signing of the
Paris Agreement on Viet Nam.

The Vietnamese peaple whole-
heartedly thank the American
peace dfighters and wish them
still greater successes.
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e

efter
from
HANOI

O twe spent our SHITHIEY nolidays at the irastdr,
at Tra Co, o beautifud beach, just o Lhe Chincse
Border. From Flung Gai, a coal WERIAE bondi COMLT
pietely destroyed By the US Aiv Forcr o Tea Sy
the road runc aleng falong By, Qwisting aad Ly RiRg
iv the midst of wonde ful scenery. To trazel a0 Fi by
hies with samz Jorty parsons from owr of fics, Adldven
included, tn  the present cond iions whilo ui rads
and bridges have havdly heen rebwilf wpicr Hhswar
of destruction was qittie an eventful jonrney: @ R
spent at the holel — shaving the
same sleeping accommadation and

dining-hall — allowing onegsel] lo

live withowt any o'hor dadly cave

than how to stuy us long ds possihle
in fhe sea, at @ iiine wlien bhe
war has ol yel censed i he Sortth
and in the Norih vreonsiridion

cwork is ia fnll sioong, Jeronaay

(his dao was a1 cweadesf{id holidov.

Bt [ would wot faes todd  you }

all that if Mrs Lang had .of heoi

iravelling with

Alrs long @
the chaveomuen who iovks cweery-
day af the Viet Nam Courier, doing
the cleaning, sorving [, washing

window-panes. A peasail jrone Nan AT she o

!

to Hanoi and. « vear ago. e lost ey foishiud.

At present she it Pining arith hor lwu oh

peold Boy and a fowrtess -0

gth-forn sevcit g1y
givl whe s in the OLR forne. She can huwvidly niake
both cmds mcel, Dmt  this wveas she made wp v
grind - she nust take noliday. The irip s paid
for by the Siafe, and she pavs the hatel charges out
of her savings.

During  the whole jonrpey  she @as ail éves and
cars. Never had  she seci S0 FRIEY things. the coals
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swines, the Bay of Halorg, the porls, the sea-gobig
sunks. Sitfina by the sideof Lie tirecdor of avy office
qid fis wije. whooasked oo ; cotion afle

anodior aboel o eee £ brerything wid-

e fo ker — Anoaey i had oo wothiig
Pt the transplaciing wid pea g of vice planls )
v Hasoi, hack frome worl, she havdly had time te
pu shopping and do the cooking. for she wanied of
all conts fo allom hor Lo cleildren fo do advazicsd

§opivesly Rad  alieady heen fo poth  Halong Bay
ard ra Co. Theyejore 1 was a Lit blase at the
beghicning, Hhieing ailv an absontaoinded glance af
the (1 dscape. Ll lidtle By litile, the interest and
passion with which Mrs Lapg wWGS lovking a!
coeryliing gob the Dbetler of wee, and [inally [ was
b i the frip with the eyes of a child who I
seifivz foot ow a foreifi land jov the farst tine
The fact that o charwoman fakes ey lidays af
the  seaside, that $ho sils by the side of hov divectol
doring the whole juiraey, chares Hhe  same dormitary
and ¢ ining-hall with the divecior's jamily, all this

ts gerle mew

In :
1opars ik wotabtes  awd  maadurias. She wonld
sever o Ao ed i think of sitiing by the side of
e o fhuse porsonalitiss, cating at thg suane tahble
with them or sleeping in the same roorl. Yeb, iw
conmparison with {hose notables and provircial 1

vowth Urs Lang nd Riown concetted,

duiras of bygeac days, ou¥ divector woandd have been
sicprrior Dvoab feast sonn prades, and  evEn

peotitbles wad nandaying thomseloes  wutld not
did, crithont ceve-

conv, Dy the sude of cich @ Righeraniing of ficiul

hawve dared to sifo oas  Mrs Lang

Flow wrich thing. fave channed bogeany ofjicial
af ihe old regline oonld say ik oa weep sighs A
for e, ajiey hawing ade that trip, anderstand o
fittle beticr wnat & revolivi ton :

S
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\n the streets lealing 1o

the port, formet!y so Liusy 11kl

the late there
virtually cemplete silence. Mot a
<ol could ue
conld hear the rustle of o falling

evening, Wi

Fiving be scon
deadd Teal, Om the water, bulzing
Tving  lifelessiy,

multi coloured

tramps  wer
with all  their
marking-lights ven. motionless
cranes pointed thewr useless arms
towatd  the sky,
attituede of
tortotses
shade of the tlame  trecs,
wheels almoest buried ander

an
the
wore sleeping 1o the
thetr
the

{rovzen  iu

deselation;  and

lash grass.

Western mass media were giv-
ing hists ol the various types of
mines used by the US: magnetic
mines, ulira-sound mines, pressure
mines. mines, and
vemart  mines ihat cbhey their

masters’

tele-gnided

fingers amd eyes, so 10
peak. The American press put
4 whole weries of questions which
wore both =ounding-balicons and
veiled threats @+ Could the block-
ade slosy down the Communists’
attack 77 Wil the mining soft-
stand ot the Paris
2« Will the blockade put
the on Nixon's

e Hanot's
ralks
an end to war

terms ;

In the meantime. spocialiste m

mines and DERC-SWEepiny  were
meeting at the hewdquarters i f
our Navy. Phe Tigh Cominand's
arder was silict @ the enemy biock-
must e broken. Lay and

night different projects were being

ade

stuchied. Techvictans and engineers
went (o sea rime aml again to gel
tn the minefield @ they dropped
plastic charges to make theal ex-
plode tthey even dived down to
the mines. They
were present onoour planes which

Sty meaored
dropped bombs te destroy cnemy
mines... In hrict, all means avail-
able andall kinds ol operatiens,
the
were tricd to find ot adequate

eVen most dangerous ones,

sojutions.

- Julv

[REVE

\fter
repeated trials, two projects were

manv  vicissitudes  aud

relained amd studied m depth.
Theyv were hater verified, complet-
ol and periected. Gnee they were
the

GRee nm.~t:-pr(_uh‘.u-r_! at

adopted, necded  materials
woere  al

the Nogh worksheps.

The first mine-sweeping appa-
matizs marte after the new mwdel
wis coempleted on the very das
whon the N g6 wits heavily bumb-
ed e the US Adr Loree—without

great damage, jortavately.  Fhe
vessel Deraring  the nomber 150
hael the henour of undertaking

the fiest irials,

Those
W ho
the

Tet s lsten to the correspond-

vt ot the People’s clrary news
paper who was on Board  the
vessel

comr boat arrived at the mine-
freld.
Duovs, taid in the alternoon by
to mark the srea lo

Tinyv, Juminous  =ignal

other uniis

be explored, danced like will-o'-

the-wisps on the waves about
thitty melres from our vessel,

O the deck, the satlors at ther

wsls were walting inoa tense
i !

atnwosphere. In the distance. the
light-houses—- thises eyes ol the
soa- were winking with careless
regularity. The moon was rising
Jbove the hortzon, hghting up the
crests of the waves. 1 thought with
anxiely of the dangers that might

Arse Stoany moment. {nder that
apparently harmless i ekl e
all

Iving

et suriace, nines of ta e

were canningty Wt
Some will explode when ves ool
of iy size in passing by others
are desipned for big preys only
aued will leave aleae the smalbbey
ones, cven i1 these climbh over
their backs Still others are asleep
during o spreified nme—a sense
of days 1o example-—then walko
up And cone inte pelivity s they
may cxplode immediately agaiust
ihe objective for which they »re
may  Onky

designed,  or ihey

counpt ' othe vessels te expl e

Defeated
BLOCKADE

onlv after a specilicd mumber o
passages. Jjt was Guite possible
that one of those nines, Turking
pricder the depth of water, would
cenel ms into the oir at the next
winute. And it was not unlikelv
that we engage
agninsk enemy

wonld have to

in s havd fight
planes that might spot ns.. Tn-
consciously, | buttoned up my
life-iacket,  Aud 1 caught myscl!
longing to see a column of water
spurt up  al some Jdistance from
our boat, to hear the cheers of
1he

Croan Lhiks ansiety-..

crew  which would {ree me

The WiE
course, 1t had made three passag-
es over the minelield.  Suddenly.

flishes of lightning ran

15t pursuing s

aAcross
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the sky: flares. On the side of
Haiphong and Onang ~inh, the
AN guns epened feoat once.
lung red streaks wovea thick ron
network around invisible enemy

aircraft, During long minutes
4 whole stretch of the sca
was  brightlv Lt uap. Then the
gonine stopped and  the flares
died out. The sea and the sky
were again quiet under the pale
maoanlight, The 150 turned back.
Sustdenly o column of water,
about twenty metres high, rose
up before us: afew seconds later
billow hove our boat almaost
upright and e, cold drops of
water sprinkled onous.. Frery
ae uttered  lourdt cheers which
drowned the roar of the waves..

«I'he pew appatatus had turned
aut to be effective. We returned
with he feeling that a decisive
victory bad been won. "

The success was largely due to
the X.46, the ‘‘cradle’ where
all the means for detecting and
destroying sea. mines were made
Tt was o long path strewn with
innumerable Aifficulties. U3 air
altacks were more and more
violent ; evervthing was lacking.
Vet workers, technicians and
engingeers  stuck stubbornly to
their work. The fitter became
welder 1o speed up the finishing
of the parts. The engineer took
his bicycle and went to fetch the
necessary materials. The workshop
manager spent all the night with
his workers and made do with a
packet ofdry biscuits for dinnex- ..
Little by little, labour organiza-
tion was improved and production
work was gradually ‘¢ put inio
orbit.’” The success of the first
apparatus  turned ot by the
workshop gave new impetus to
the X.46-

When I came to congratulate
him on the success, foreman Chinh
showed me some improvements
inn the apparatus:

“ You see,’' e =aid, v this
enables us to cut down the per-

sonnel on Leard and lighten the
sailors’ work. "’
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Then he took me to a dry dock
where a boat of a few dozen tons
was lying : welders and mechanics
were busy fitting it with a new,
more powerful apparalus, devised
by engineer Vinh.

© Thiz is the ILAM., " Chinh
explained. ¥t was used for testing
a unew model and was hit by a
mine ; there was no heavy damage
and nn human losses, fortunately.
But  this  experience was very
useful: it has enabled us to
improve our boats and their
cquipment as well as their system
af protection.”

Hc introduced me to Nguyen
Trong Bich, the technician who
lLiad crneeived the first prototype.

' \What made me become involv-
ed in thiz research?’’ Bich
repeated my question to answer

clusive... ]t was a great success, &
cuccess of our whole collectiv-

ity

This last phrase was neither a
figure of speech nor a polite
formula. 1t was the reality. I had
attended many meetings of worlk-
ers and technicians: they dis-
cussed various metheds to golve
production problems, to overcome
difficuliies that arose at every
moment. Those discussions were
at times heated, but always very
fruitful...

Yes, it must be said that the
success of the X.46 had been an
outstanding achievement : the
realization of the design adopted
had been a task beyond its capa-
bilities, in the difficult conditions
of a merciless air war. Later on,
it continued to turn out other
apparatuses, more powerful and

itimmediately : ' Once, a magnet-
ic minc sank a fervy-boat at A.
Dozens of people were killed and
ever since, 1 used to ask myself
1f there was any means to destroy
those perfidicus things laid by
the eneiny in our 1ilvers and
poris. 1 began to imagine all
sorts af apparatuses and 1o draw
innumerable sketches. The engi-
neer H. in our workshops, com-
rade Tan and comrade (ue of
the Polytechnic College gave me
valuable assistance and helped
me gradually to improve my
designs. Tinally the HDIL-g was
ready and the trials wwere comn-

more cfficacious, which made an
important contribution towards
breaking the blockade by which
the enemy tried to stifle us..-

But there were other people as
well, more numerous and anony-
mous, $0 to speak, who took part
in the battle against the mines.
They played a more obscare role
which was nonctheless indispen-
sable, They were the ** spotters ',
wilh the help of makeshiit means
as well as sophisticated devices,
they scrutinized the sky, counted
the mines dropped, marked the

VIET NAM COURIER
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falling
mineficlds, etc.

spots, delimitated the

]l met some of them on a driz-
ling afternoon. It was at the N,
watching-post. We  were just
chalting when a jet plane roarcd
past. Someone cried out: ¢ The
mines!” My eyes followed tho
flashing frajector_v of the enemy
plane which dashed toward Do
Son,.. From its silvery silhouctte,
two small dirty-grey parachutes
fell out with shiny things daune
gling from their ends. A moment
later, another jet came from the
direction of Quang Ninh, crossal
the horizen then disappeared.

There was a brisk discussion
at the post. One said that 10
mines had beon dropped ; another
sald 18. Each falling spot was
carefully  debated. For my part,
b had only noticed the two mines
that fell nearest to us, but if
they had asked me, 1 would have
been at a loss to tell where they

had fallen. Over that immense
stretch of water, how could they

fix un invisible point admidst the
waves that all looked the same?

3ut 7t seemed that this did not
worry our spolters at all, who
spoke about co-ordinates ani

guiding-points with animation and
understoord each other perfectly...

And they were

ones 1n that area.
tance from there, stoorl another

post with  queer name: ‘*the
Temple of the Three Girls. ' Fhey
wetre there young girls from the
militia unit of the Sca Navigation
Department. One of them - Vay
— with a K.4¢ automatic rifle by
her side, told me what had  just
occurred.

not the only
At some dis-

“T¢ was my turn to walch,’’
she began. “ As soon as 1 heard
the noise of jet engines, 1 rushed

toward the orientation table,
IFirst, four aireraft came from
the sea, then made for Do Son.

Then another squadron came from
the mainland and dropped mines.
I immediately pinpointed {he
falling spots on the orientation
table. When everything had end-
ed, T sent my report to the Navy
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officer in charge of the sector:

he will compare the different
co-ordinates  supplied by  our
watching-posts  and draw  the
necessary conclusions... ™

Then she added, fanghing,
“¥You know, it is now almost
routine work, But at first it was

{rightening. (n the first day, we
had two air raids. You see those
craters over there, don’t wvou?
It's their traces.. But what we
really dreaded was the solitude
of the place, cspecially at night
when one could hear only the
roar of the waves, the tustle of
fir trees and when every fire-flv
aroused fantastic hallucinations. .
But allb that is o thing of the
past..., isn't it "

I was also told about a fisher-
man of the local militia. Lieuten-
ant Hung lavishly praised him.
A true son of the sea, upon my
word ! It was as if he remembered
rverv hollow of the waves, You
know, on a pitch-dark night, in
bad weather, without a compass,
without a sea map, even without
a star 1o take one's Dbearings, he
led us to a place four to five hours
from the coast in a boat. And
this a1 a stretch, without useless
drtours.

I met lim, that * cea eagle’
in 11 village of A. district, His
name was Nguyen Van Tinh, a
tall man, with gentle, thoughtful
ryes. It was he who volunteered,
together with the vice-chairiman
of the fishermen's co-operative,
to lead the first boal out to sea
after the enemy mining began. It
so happeved that, duaving the
fishing, an enemy plane came and
dropped  mines a few hundred
metres from the boat. Tinh mark-
od the lalling spots and reported
them to the watching-post number
34 when returning to the shore.
The next day, he took a team of
sca police to deliminate the dan-
gerous atea.  An cnemy  mine
exploded quite near the boat,
damaged its hull and flooded it
with inuddy water... Tinh and
his fellows were all but drowned
that time. But he had found his

““vocation '’ : the data he supplied
proved to be most accurate. ..

1‘(

Day afier day. the number of
mines destroyed increased stead-
iy, Within a short time, ihe
mine-sweeping operation became
a matter of routine, certainly
dangerous but no longer a secret,
even for the fishing-boats which
were equipped with appropriate
devices, A wide channel was
opened to navigation. The boats
130, 152,412, cte., started off
for a last operation. By midnight,
the 152 har exploded 5 mines,
nnother had done 5, and still
another ... One of the hoats was
slightly  hit.  Some
thrown into the
were immediately
attended {to.

men woere
sea, but they
rescued ansd

Finally, the 412 again went to
sea, with the task of checking
the newly cleared voute, When
it arrived at the terminal point
of the voyage, an explosion of
joy broke out : loud cheers drown-
ed the noise of the engines and
waves. The g1z welcomed
enthusiastically by the ({ishing.
boats which had been immobilized
there since the blockade began.
Its crew was offered the best und
biggest {ish. The triumphal return
started. The 412 took the lead of
the convoy heading for the port.
Near the end, jusi when they
were about to part company, all
the boats sounded their sirens to
greet the victory: we had won
the battle of {he  mines, the
enemy blockade had been broken.

WIS

ﬁ** -

After the signing of the Paris
Agreement, in accordance with
the provisions agreed on by both
sides, the United States sent its
men to Haiphong  with  ultra-
modern means to deactivate and
destroy the mines they had laid.
US  helicopters were damaged or
sunk, Aanerican  sailors  were
drowned, but after long months
of “work,” they coulll explode
only a miserable three mines.

TU DUONG
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From

the Saigon Press

WHITHER SOUTH VIET NAM ?

“ g the oppressive atmosphere
we arce living marked by
widespread famine and  im-
prizonment  abengsitde poiiticad

On the basis
INCIE January z; 173, No
correst political path can exist
fur South Viet Nwom which fails
to tule the Daris Agreement as
its hasix.

The objsctive  value of  the
Paris  \eresment s o hasis is
not  just beeauwse of  the  four
signatures Lhat tave  been

soleminly pur ander it nor because
of the twalve sipnatares alfixed
inoan even more selemn way to
the Act of the international
Conference  that guaranteed It
1t 15 because 1t vepresents a
victory b the entire Vietuamese
people. gon itself hal to
recortize. T fact, Article 1 of
the Agreement stipulates  that
CThe Comiter]l srates and all other
countries respeot the independ-
ence, sen erelgntv,unite, and Gorre-

s Sy

torial yntesrity of Vel Nam s
recogmized by the 1os)p Geneva
Ngresmaonts on Vier Nam. 7 he

Agieciment alao poovades ton the

totadl withedraeni of US trops,

The s Ngicemient s a0 basts
alse hecnwse it a high poud
in the histoy ol rlis nakon,
from = oich owe can look  back
at o the toad  alovg which  the

nation bas travelled and =ec that

the conrse of  future history has
beenr ser,
One of the partics may Jlave

feit giddy =tanding on tins mgh
point, bevause all along this road
1t has opposed itself 1o the course
of history or ot the best staved
on it margtn. Buat this o another
~tory - Auvway, the Paris Agree-
ment  has become the  ultimate
legal basis  of South Viet Nam
in the eyes of the other countries
as welt as in the relations be-
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of the

The
appeared in the

following
October,

article by Ngnyen
1973 nunber of the

Npoc Lan
IRAZUI IRE

Doi Dien (Confrontation) published in Saigon. Although it is
more than six months old, we find if worth republisiing because

it sHll vetains all ils topical
OQuy potes

rotienness, 18 there anyone who
can  help asking the guestion:
“Where are we uning *

Puris Agreement

tween the Vietnatnese themselves.
1f other countries, whatever their
tendencies, want 1o have a sav
tn the Scuth Viet Nam  question
or playv some part in the affairs
of Bopth Viet Nam there s only
e connnon language which they
can spealk ameong themselves and
with the South Vielnamese paor-
ties s that is the Paris Agreement.
\s for the people of South Viet
Nam, if they want to achieve
genuine  national  concord and
reconciliation  and  engage  in

interest.
are in squurc hrackets

peaceful construction together,
they toco can only start from
the Paris Agreement, that 15 from
what =was agroed  boiween the
two parties who have violently
opposcd cach other.

In other words, 1t is simply
natural and necessary to explain
and appraise any constitution or
program on the basis of the
Paris Agrecment, unot the other
vay round. Te do the cpposile,
e to explain . the  Paris
Agreement ou the basis of this
ar that conslituizon or program,
5 just obduracy and deceitfulness.
T.ike it or not, the Paris Agree-
ment and it aslone has become
the ultimate legal Tasis for all
parties and  factiops in South
Viet Nam,

The Fundaomenta! Game of Chess

the publication of the Paris
wgreemoent, thougint if vwas
<l e to prediet how it wonld
Pecimplemented  and how long it

RI:}HT in the first days aller

would take to bring abont Lhe
resulls envisagel in the Agreoe-

mieal, one eodgkd, nevertheless,
recognaice with elative  ease
=ome ob the  fundamental gnme

ot ehess Invalved,

Lioath il two Soath Vietnamese
partics have aflixed their signa-
tares to o the Paris Agreement,

but it iz evulent that onec of
theni - the Daigon administration)
did ot enly reluctantly while
the other ‘the PRGT signed with
pleasare, (e still remembers
thual one side the ‘Thieu adminis-
tration., three  months Dbelore,
ina lengthy speeeh marked by
colonialist soldier’s  eloquence,
Blared  ont a - historie” state-
ment ;i some day, unicrtu-
nately, the cease-fire does come
about.. (1) 7 After that, up
uniil today, it has refused to
anthorize anv pabklishing  house

to publish
i full.

the JParis Agreoement

Meanswhile, the other side [the
PRG; right  trom the  outset
has faken groat pains too read
again aml wgain over the radio
the full text of the Agrecment
without any comment. Here in
Saigon, every citlzen who makes
aooll use of  his radio-set  zees
who has enabled him to have
apeess to the conten?™ of the
Aereement,  And which side is
anxtous 1 make its cadres, as
well as the ordmary people in
the areas under its control, make
a thorough study of the DParis
Agrecment is a2 thing kpnown to
all.

There are good reasens  for
the differenice between these two
attitudes. “or instance:

i) Everything in the Agreement
Irgm its conternt to its furm and
cven each Vietnamese {ormula-
vion in it, is the work of Mr Le
Tac Tho, representative of WNorth
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Vet Nam. Lo say tisd the DRYN
government 1s not  the Republic
of Seuth Viet Nam is Lod thetos

ric beeduase after wll Mro b b
The iz o Vietnamese, oloser to
AMr Ngoyen Hun Thoo than o
ihe other side. A5 to -aying thit
the oiher side had its interests
defended by Kissinger. that’s

really fantustic.

b)) The  Agreement lead to
the most natoral of all things
Tecnuse, as clearly stated inois
title and purpose, it I8 to crid
the war and  restore peace, at
Teamt oun the legal planc. Such

an agrecment isnatn alty fnacesp-
table o a4 government wiich,
by ity origin. sl nature, e
nothing more than o springboid
fur the  bimpesislists fo o jump
into Viet Nam and oppose the
Vielnnmese people.  Here 17
another historic declaration
wortlh  reealling  jof  Thiew]:

S\ hen peace returns, llleave. ™
’\“-c tiy su, because only in the

wor ean these people have some-
thing to dive on and find the i
ruison d'étve. In fact, only  six

the cease-fire took
¢tfect, the population ha wl  tu
W ilnes: the painful sight o
nomic collapse and the threat
uL Tamine. Paradoxes are not
bare in the world. Their regime
thrives in war time and  goes
baukrupt in pence Lime.

months after

¢} Becanse there is an agrec-
went, the other party bad to

refruin frem calling one party @

‘puppet,”’ but in return, the
latter had 1o recognize  its
opponent o= a real entity. There
1+ no polut issuing fong state.

ments ol non-recoguition,  or
contending, as General Ky onev
dul, that - realily s not yet aun
-m"ily As to trving to shut
Lne’s eyes belore  this realily by
signing on L separate page aleny-

side Lhc 138, this is a child’s
vamme  that con deceive nobody.
The pelitica]  reality  conlinnes
itsarresistible march  towad
lhweoming o entity.  Axoa
mattey of  fact, less  than o
month later, at the el oithe

Aet of the International Confer-
ence on Vietr Nam, the same
Foreipn Minister, Mr Tran Van
Lam, no longer  insisted  on
signing on a HE[J(J.I’L-LtE pave along-
,ulc the Mmecicon delegade, but
had  to accept  the  inevitable
Aphabetical  order,  that = to
=ay, he ageeed to sign atoany
part ol the sgreement. He o wie
the last 1o put his signatu

tiwe docament, a {air distance
the signatuics of Toreinm
ter Mme Nguyen Thi T
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Gy Thae ool Agrecments
cidy show its 1nli signitic
it oty ed tooa pojitical
ment lor South Viet
that is through a general
tienn and one to be Leld in
conditions  as 1o onsaire
minimoum  of fairness. O couese,
such on election  cannet be o
repetitien of the 939, anid 90%,

model  of two o venes age {2)
Neither  can it e the  stiriet
(cmnphu”‘ with the  order 71,
) .

was il case in e

o (1)

The other  side [the
canuet resign itselt to
balanee ot fources in
would be n

o1t

PRG;
aeeept a
which it
a position similar
to that of Genesal Dueng Van
Mint, Brigadier Ceneral Nguyen
Cao Ky presidential candidutes

Which 5ide Is Still Trying to

N such a situation, right after
(he signing of the Parts Agree-
ment, no prophet was needed

ta sy which side wentd oy 1o

block its implementation.

And

what has happencd over
the

past six months and more
did not differ much from what
way  predicted.  Even  without
divine pereeption, any man in the
street can cleariy see which side
has  brazenly  and  continually
violated the Paris Agreement. We
can casily umake the lollowing
observations :

— Onthe whole, the violation
of the Paris Agreement by oue
side Baigon: i not  a self
defence, a reaction, an act of
retaliation or an occusional error

or miscaleulation, but o policy
andd an undertaking, a8 shown
by bresident Thiew’s address Lo
e police  commamders righe
witer the conse-fire took pfleet.
Pl - otably o o Tenore all
these agreements.. as bWl wn
Aorens of oceust o i swing v

J.ocent of

v President Nguven Van Huyen

Haven was coged ont of the
Chill. s Vil the  Saigon
S the ey cleetions
pecatse ol e cpepasition i

election
fair vl

there 15 an
must be 2

Thiew;. 1i
at oall, it

serieus  one, at least to a relo-
tive degree, Bul such an election
i 1o be feared by one sule

alrnes Not just becauss it

mivht
[ERTHYI

mijontty el voles  to

the ather side. Rather 6 i L
appreliens<ion o any  conect
cieetion,  oven  with the  pre-
sumpticar  that 1t woald  only
give a mddest pereent: Lo the
other < the PRGL Tet's
sUppuse thut, for one reason or
another, tne other  side  only
gets 2o%, Gf the vates, Bat the

peint s that this sule, even tivongh
it drinks a lot of whisky to keep
wy ils spirits, is very unlikely o
wel more than 20%,. The remusin
ing  oov, wonld  perhaps  be
scattered 1o persons of  ajl ten-
dencies i the Thicd Ferce, On
the other hand, it s to be noted
that while the other side might
be prepased 1o accept such a
result  since it has all  the
capability of strictly abiding by
the rules of fair play and also
has time working in  its favour,
tire only  option foc one side
15 lo wage a political  stmggle
thivugh the ballot boxes whicl,
using police clabs and  prison
locks, would  give it 94.30 per
the retirns.

v

Wreck the Paris Agreement?

There i3
about,”” Or the

Geneva Agreements.
nothing to worry
assertion om o thie morning  of
November o by Prime Minister
Khiem: * The Paris Agreement is
even worse  than  an acy ot
marriage.”’

No doubt, everyone else, includ-
ing Mme Thieu and Mme Khiem,
u)uld hardly agree with  I'rune
Minister Khiem when he listed
the act of marriage among uil-
desirable papers. But the signifi-
cance ol this ' historic ™' - wgain
“ historic ' -- proncuncerient be-
comes clear with  the following

pxplanation by its author: " An
act ol marriage still has some
bimding power on the huasband

and the wife whereas
Agrecinent does in
us to 1he

the Paris
o way bind
Communists

More concretely:

As dor the military provi-
st (Clpter 1u al the Paris
Vpreement),  althongh foreign

Wllowed Lo
hoztilities are

journidists ave
cnter aredas

Nt
whero
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iaking place because the govern-
ment of one side [Saigon], is
anxions for their safety, fearing
that stray bullets may hit them,
anyone who has spent o night at
a district town has heard the
guns tlmndering all night long.
Are they fired into the air? And
any soldier and officer out on an
operation can explain tons what
the phrase © defending the securi-
ty of the territory ™ means.

by Tue picture becomes clearer
when we c¢xamine the provisions
directly concerning the prople.
‘The Third YForce is recognized in
Article 12 of the Paris Agree-
ment, but so far it has been dem-
ed by one side. And nothing
can Dbe more cynical. For
instance, on the occasion ol the
recent release ol Mme Ngo Ba
Thanli who had been  denied
freedom foy more than two years,
the other sirle asserted in unam-
pigueus terms that  the Third
Foree is legal, whereas one side
continues fo claim loudly that
there is no such force (4). In any
case, the side who recognizes the
Third l'orce is in a position
conformable with  the Paris
Agrecment and the tendency of
nationul concord and reconcilia-
licn which is more necessary to
this land than ever before, Then
as regards the problem of politi-
cal prisoners, the serious, if not
ridiculons, contradictions are even
more glaring. ** There are no
political prisoners in South Viet
Nam. ' This can only mean that
thLis side has taken great paims
to remake piles of dossiers and
to do it in such a hurry that it
has not even had time to cross
ont the tetters €1 [Chinh Tri,
political] in the prison number
of the prisoners as is the case of
Nguyen Viet Toau, Chairman of
the  Holy  Labour AMovement
whose * release certificate  still
bears the wornd €T in big letters.
And it has been unable to think
of any other things to charge the
prisoners with, except the formu-
jas  undesirable elements” and
< unuthorized formation of pulit-
fgal parties”’ or *“lack of identi-
ty cards.”’ But a report vl Veel
Tan Na |Viet Nawm Press - press
agency uf the Saigon admiuistra-
rion] “tet the eat out ol the
bag on Scptember 27, 1973 when
it quoted the so-called report
issued by an [nternational Red
Cross delegation  alter  visiting
< gommunist prisoners on ¢rim-
inal charges.’ This is a really
strange but also very effective

formula: the Paris Agreement
Las  autematically  neatralized
Article 4 of the Constitation

22

[~f the 3aigon regime], and since
it dares neither openly recognize
this hard truth, ner imprison
the communists just becanse they
are communists, one side {Saigon]
has had to invent thismonstrous
formula: ‘" communist prisoners
on criminal charges.”” If against
the communists fraud has had
to be used, everything is possible
with regard to the other opposi-
tion parties and segments. As for
the treatment of political pris-
oners, it is o universally known
fact. In the end, the democratic
freedoms of the people mention-
el in Article 11 of the Agreement

share the same fate. While any-
where else, such rights are consid-
ered as  inalierable  human
rights, one side is brazenly trans-
forming them into a price to
bargain with the other side. We
are used to hear such arguments
as this: * The other side must
do this and that if we are lo
allow the exercise of democratic
freedoms.”’ So far we have had
no cases of hijacking in Viet
Nam. Buat with such arguments,
is it not troe that one side has
arrogantly turned tens of millions
of the people in the areas under
its control into a sort of hostage ?

The Present Realities

arc making it more and more
difficult for oneside to plav
it old tricks of sabotage.

H()WEVER the present realities

11 one sile continues indefinite-
Iy its acts of sabotage, especially
in the military field, at a certain
point when the other side sees no
more hope of arriving at a polit-
ical solution as foreseen in the
Paris Agreement, it must react
and react strongly. In plain
words, war will flare up again.
This is what one side is looking
for... in order fo cry for more
foreign military aid. But this is a
stupid game which onty desperate
men are tempted to play, The
United States, however loyal it
may be to one side and fto
whittever c¢xtent it may be
tempted to continue its policy of
interfering in the affairs of Viet
Nam, cannot order a more
massive and heavier intervention
than in the past when 500,000
US soldiers were trampling on
the sotl of South Viet Nam, or as
in late 147z, ‘The other sicdle
which has withstood such an
onshiagit  will wnly be 1o
stronger military position, to sy
1he least. The game will be even
more risky now that the worid
situation Lizs convineingly proved
that, cven though imperialism
will never let go off its hold on
any country out of kindness, the
U'nited States, as o result of its
¢riminal and useless intervention
in Indochina, has found itsell
sinking more and more into the
guagmire of internal crises and
comradictions.  Nixon, who s
hard put to disengage himsel!
from this tangle, would not be
[oolish  enough  to  take upon
himself the acdditional task  of
pulling all these different Lon
Nols out of the fire. There has
heen one indication after another
of this. While the US Congress
was wrangling over the military

aid ®bill, the US [orces swere
ordered 1o stop bombing Phnom
Penh as from August t5. Then,
just over one montl later, 18
torces tolled up their flag in
Num Phong and the last 2,100 US
marines packed up and left
Thailand.

Added to this is the increasing
dislocation of the econemy of
South Viet Nam to which no
country dares ofier any remedy.
France, West Germany, fapan...
all of them have made a lot of
promises but in the end all have
declatred the postponement ol
their investments in [South] Viet
Nam. This is because they want
10 avoid the bad repntation that
comes from having allied with
and abetted o dictatorial and
repressive regime and also becanse
they are reluctant to engage in
any venture when there is no
political settlement in sight in
South Viet Nam.

That is why cue side {Saigoni,
will have to accept the
inevitable even against its will.
It will have to embark on the
road of accepting the pelitical
solution provided for by the Paris
Agreenmcent. Because ihere is no
alternative possible except... a
special plane, to take it out
of here.

(1) Thieu's sialement.

{2) Thiew's one-man presidential
celection ' Javee of 19771,

(3) The supplomentary election
lo the Saigon ' Senate’’ in 1973,
inwhich only pro-Thien candidates
stoocd for election.

(4) The pro-Thiew daily Dan
Chu {Democracy) of May 23, 1074
wrote : ¢ The third force is a pup-
pat of the puppets ; they are either
Jools er truitors.”’

V1ET NAM COURIER

.

R



N spring, the season of village
I rejoicings, or on moonlit nights
when the harvest isover, a call-
drum throws the countryside of the
Red River delta
Tt is the frong cheo, n small drum
used in the popular sung theatre
of Viet Nam
cheo, a rudimentary form of which

into a ferment.

known as the ia?

is the cheo san dink, the cheo per-
formed in ihe courtyard of the
dink, or communil house with
its typically
tecture. Leaving their mortars,
pesties and  huskers, their spirs
ning wheels and looms, or, in
the riverside villages, their fishing-
baskets and nets, young and old,
men and women hurry to the
familiar dink. There they find the
crowded scene of u feast day.
While the fuong, classical theatre}

Vietnamese archi-

or the cai luong, renovated thea-
tre, requires a regular stage, the
cheo san dinh is performed in the
is spread on the
forms the

open air. A mat
bare ground and this
stage, The oniy decor s a4 small
case, the one which holds the
company’'s belongings during ifs
wanderings in the countryside,
Assisted by acting and imaginn-
tion, this scenery will suit every
dramatic situation. The specta-
tors are also on the groundaround
three sides of the mat, close

We 26 — July 1974

Song of Oars

(The People Are Telling Their Own Story)

enough to the actors to touch
them. And so, very naturally,
the two sides exchange impromptu
dintogues which  show peasant
verve al its Dbest. The cheo san
dink is more than a show. [tis
the people who gather and  tell
ithemselves their own story.

Is it simply artistic enjoyment
thiut calls these actors-spectators,
tu its sanctuwary ? The little buf-
l2lo-boy plays his bamboo flute
alone for hours on end, sitting un
lhe back of his beast. At home in
the evenings while the family is
busy with the interminable jobs
which are part of country life
the young people will sing to
their heari’s content. I[i is
the ckheo play itself which attracts
this large andience to the din/,
It is also a yearning for the pri-
miitive communal life awakened
by the rhythm of that Jdrum
which scems to have a soul—an
imperious rthythm with an emo-
content which is always
renewed because it springs from
life itself- An echo of that Ngoc
L.a drum of heroic destiny —at the
same time i musical instriment
to invoke raing or sound village
alerts in time of flood, a cauldron
specifically designed for popular
article exchange

noet

tional

feasts and an
which could buy whole herds of

cattle--it  has always beaten
victorious chnrges against the
terrifiedd aggressor. Such high

deeds will be long remembered
by popular gratitude.

As a  spoutaneous theatricit
manifestation ol the masses, the
cheo may date back to the dawn
of vnr nation, with a prehistory
of the time when the first inhabi-
tants of Van Tang had to fight
before a hostile nature and when
the Ireaks of the still untamed
Red River used for a long times
to compel the peasants of the
deita to keep ready their oars and
beats,  This agricultural  life,
bound to rivers and water-sides
is shown in the Dong Son drums—
such as the famous Ngoe bLun —
which date back many millennia;
and bear ddesigns of houses on
stills, boats and rowers by-the
side of khen {1} plavers und rice
pounders. 1t is shown by those
rituals still preserved in many a
delta region in which beating
songs are chanted to accompany
a sham water voyoge or real
rower dances. In Son Tay there
15 a poputar festival culled hat
hoi Re which is performed once
in every 30 yvears and includes a
boat race performed with songs.
The mystical piece cheo Trai He,
one of the most ancient pieces of
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classicolehes which is still perform-
ed taday in Bac Ninh, a prov.
e wenowned for its foik sing-
ing known as oguan ho. Jdepiets
the constrnstion of o faneral boat
which, in popubie belicf, wonld
take the to the other
world{2). Facts =uch a~ these mav

decensed

A People Yeil:z [ts

Createdd by peasants, deeply
attached to their ancestral land,
aml thronghout history the 1nas-
ters of their villages, the ckeo has
in the midst of the
people cond by the people, depict-
ing their hard ex<itence and their
aspiration to liberty  and peace,
work aud calture, Drawing their
plots from legends (Tu Thue whap
Thienw Thai — Tn Thue Ventures
wio Parodise), Buddhist mythol-
ogy {(Quan b Thi Kink — Deifi-
cation ol Thi Kinh), popuiar tales
(Kim Nhan:, Clhua Mai Than, Lun
Bink Duwuy  Le, Triong Vien)
these  peasant-ictors,
scholars would
bring onto the scene Dbils
pieces of their own lives. Like the
other games in Viet
Nam, Lhe cheo rellects the moral-
ity and  the feelings of a people.
While the classical fwony trics to
remain orthodox by chanting the
stories of national hernes and the
fuithful-
king and is

orrow its

abwavs Tived

who
as well,

were
often
ancl

dramatic

Confuciun teachings of

wess lowards  the
quite propared  to
dramutix perscnae (rom the Chi-
nose classies ol while the caz
lwong 15 often tou langaid, betler
suited to a city aadience, the eheo
aid  a mirror
soul prelers o

is a0 peasanl show
of the people’s
treat questions of homan destiny,
especially the condition of simple

{olk inclaling  womer. The clas-
sical  ¢lheo plavs known  under

their Meerary names Cun ing Jhi
Kinhty Wine Nhaio, T b ink Lhsone

Le, ywony Vien . are

sugpest  thal the faf cheo, the
song o oars, should be linked

with u very old riverain culture,
and thut o primitive form of gheo
the
as old as
ConNunity

was praciied belore
ttself existed
the Vietnamese

itself (3).

name

ad owas

Story

What i more moving and also
more svmbolic of the past sufter-
ol the

ings Vietnamese  woman
than the desna ol Thi Kinh 2 A
poor peasant givl, she married

Thien 8t who belongs to o rich
fumily. She Ioves him hike ol the
women i this coantry know how
to love iheir hushands : they arce
It1s
in the covly days of their unian.
One evening, the young man {alls
o w light sleep while wlone with
his wile. Discovering on iz chin

affectioninte sl sabmissive.

a hair growing the wrong way,
she decides to cut it with a razor,
He wakes ap and takes {right at

the sight of the s pon. Appeas-

her.  Jloer
shouts that it is o
premvedilated s{tempt,
Thi  Kinh
Buaddha. W

pagoda

BLCES e neninst
et hier-in- oo
tn despeir
herself o
in the
VOu LY
Voeognette, Thi Moo, ialis

e fove with her, Because ler fove

deviotes
st see ey
tli*~;{lﬂ‘w:ﬂ dewol
Drospvar

misdead. The Litter ore
resigns hersell to her faie. Turn-
v away lvom the holy plice, she
has to Thi Alau’s
buby. She will ook after it for
three veinrs by going from hnt to
hut, asking

[

take core o

nursing mothers to
give il their br asts. Her innocener
s only ihisclesed o her death

of exluiustion -

st
beciomes
the deivy Quane Aoe, e Goddess

sarnnl she

of stundered nnosrnee and Tove.

Kim Nham iz (he tragedy of o
wonxan who is 1 vietim to fewdal
castoms of polygamy, 1 above
Al to the immorality of  manda-
inism. Suy Van, the wife of Kin:
Nham, a voung scholar, longs lor
wnormal and happy married life.
But hier man, nmbitious and lewd,
only thinks of honours and concu.
bines. In ordey 1o Irec hersell
irom this odious husbund, Suy Van
feigns madness, but fulls a prey
to Tran Phuong, u Tion fuan. In o
irenzy, she drowns herseli.

If the ending of Lux Biak
Diwong Le scems to be happy the
woman is none the less put to o
hard trial. What o delicate mica
sion is committed to Chan Long
by her polygamous husband to
live with a dissolute man  amd
help him referm ! She comes to
Tau Binh at 2 moment whemn,
roined by his escapades, he has
been humiliated by Duong T,
she confidence, and
nrges him to study and enter the
midarine competitions. She will
keep him by spinning and weav
vy like o During
three years she has 1o calin down
the wrdour of

wins his

joving wife.
this mmn who i«
conguercd by her ehiarm o
a5 by

well
her
She will
task with honoor.

her
tier

mtelligenee and

virtue. CHAITY  out

In Truong Vien, it is unly by un
precedented  efforts ot self-denial
that the woman lostin a suCivty

more that s uet ccturned - perbips also g fall of Shaivs, icuchies o happy
“tablranx " They  are so many a0 revolt apainst her parents’  cud. Thi Fhuong, o« nundaiin’s
indictments of the feadnl regime  enlealations ol g osnitaBle mateh-~  doughter, s married to g poor,
urwhieh ot i the wennar, the  Thi Mau gives herslio o a0 boor,  intelligenl  and  uoble peasunt
hrst sictim,  whe  stands s Tlung No, beconmes presmant wnd  Troubles break ont. The Yoy,
ULCCUEET, charges  Thi Kink with the man becomes soldier, The woe
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lasts 18 years, Thi Phuong will go
through many nisfortuncs. falling:
successively into the clows of a

tiger, a demon aml a local cenic
each time sacrifying hevsell to
her mother-in-law  efore
rediscovering her husbumd who in
the meantime has risen 1o become
i gencral,,.

save

Thesv are so many creations of
the people's genins, engraved [or
ever on the national culture by
their humonism and their social
content. And these examples ol
cuffering and heroisin, abnegation
and bumanity make the Vie(-
namese woman as representoed in
the chee into an incarnation of
this nation's traditional virtues
including that thirst forliberty and
happiness which has always been
at the bottom of all this country’s

great historical uprisings.

This  picture of ancient Viet
Nam shown in the choe, a monst
realistic art, would bHe incomplete
without the ke cheo the o painted
faces.” Bringing a gay note to
the tragedies of 0 Thi Kinh, a
Suy Van or a Thi Phuong, they
conttinue the indictment of {endat
society.,  They dressed  in
droll  costumes wmd on

smutly faces may be scen mobile
moustaches which increase  the

are
their

comical ¢ffect, The ke cheo belongs

comdditions  of  life:
sonthsayer, 7g‘(‘0111.mcer, innkeeper,
vitlage
scribe,

to  wvarious

teacher, old drunloed,

deprave| functionary,
mandarin's xon, (ootman. A\ hun.
diffevent (ypoey make
you langh and above ul retect
less bocause of their conlortions
and gvimaces than through their
burning logic. Whether e makes
himsell or others

Uree| who

into a laghing-

stock the ke ches's killing  satire

s most pa Hicuiarly  dirested
again-t the ol sociely  whose
evils and  wviges e stignutizes.

And sothe scene showing o Village
court in Cnan Am Thi Kink pre-
sents those wha e SUpprsed  in

dispense ustic:s - Ay, deaf

The Cheo Dance, Direct

By its vepy OTIgIN,  the cheo i
a danced theatre,

cheo picces,

b the classionl
dramatic

cmaotions

ainl thoughts  are remdercd nat
only by singing, bat also, and
perbaps  especially, by lancing

conceived as a sophisticated

antd Dlind

The ke chon's Tarcival Iepartees
fricls — the
in which Laghter
fuses with toars — are in faet the

aned si‘h;‘—;w‘pﬁrﬁng

COnle (o Joy

resenge of the peasant who uses
this role as a4 pretesi 1o 4CCuse,
denomnce el carse he exploilers
and deprovid, to undermine the
the  great

defence of

arrogance  nf while
taking up the the
hamble, anl commiserating with
iz own fate. Al always, with
this anclerstanding
huwanism which s the basis of
popilac optimism, this confidence
B the teiumph ol Righteousness
and Juastice, and one might acld,
11 the futare of the nation.

Wise gl

Expression of Dramatic Emotion

form of mime, This chereograph-
ic chavacter  determines, so  to
say, the consuuction of the play
mto “eptsotic parratives ' n
which daneing and singing devel-

op naturally and the  creativity

of the actors is able to play
its part. Sny  Van dancing her
anguish, Thi 3Mau dancing her

concupiseence, Chaa Long looking
e

after her household chores, as
welt as the exultation of the old
drunkard o of the staff-bearer

he, provide  the opportunity  for
claborate  choreographies  which
reprodoee many village dances
amd nuges of country  Hle: Hoi
mua  {(harvest destival) Gal fua
(haivesting), Hai dan {(iathering
mntburrics),  Ne  fo det vas
(spinning awl weaving), ra great
(lan dance}, Mua snon (hat (lance),
Mua gay (stick dance).
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These contain  most of the
clements of  the
trinlitional  dance.
A Hght, very terse evolution in

characteristic
Victnamese

both steps and gestures  which
are alwayvs danced  amdl never
realistic,. The dance  steps are
always  perlormed with the heel
touching  the grouml, Without
swinging the bady, a displace-
ment may often be by the fect
alome. The  arms and  hands
which ure called  {o depict states
of mind andalse  the surround-
ing atmosphere denote a ygrace
all the more mitueral  as it s
the result ol a carctul training.
The fingers open and close one
alter another  iike [lower
petals. ™ With  or without  the
inseparable folding paper fan, it
15 50 subtle that the least gesture
reveals a state of mind. A
the stvlization s so eluborate
that the attitnde of the char-
acter can  be  understood  even
when seen  {rom  afar.

Most of the time, dancing, sing-
ing and mimiery are simeitaneous
parts of the dramatic performance,
The presentation of the internal
being gains by this without cuus-
mgany prejidice to plastic beauty.
This happy synthesis mayv explain
why the dances of the delta which
at the beginning a- is proved by
data from archacology and f-Iklore

A dance in a modern
cheeo play Tinh Rung
(fove of the Forest.).

were very hikely as flourishing as
those of the mountainous areas.
afterwards virtually  disappeared
asan independent genre ta become
incorporated nto the chee and
the other  traditional theatres.

The Cheo Song, an Intimate Alliance of Music ond Poetry

The music of cheo, one of the
{olklore,
contains severai hundred  canti-
lenae which by iheir melodic
and modal  woerkmanship are as
many otiginal
Their formal

richest in Vietnamese

compositions.
characteristics
are the drawing oul of the same
syllable  over  many  notes (s
commot  [eature of Vietnamese
popular airs), and the frequent
vocalization on the vowel 1’ [i:]
(peculiar  to the ches). But the
ckeo melodies differ from the other
folk airs in the sense that they
are specifically created  for
theatrical performances. So, the
sap is intended for  joyful
sitmations  and the zan to sad
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circumstances, while the woi
st or recitations have no definite
rhythm. Traditionally new melo-
dies should be created {or new
cmotional states and so the reper-
toire is constantly being enviched.
Declaimed sentences are includ-
ed  in the text. The passage
fromn singing to declamation and
back again, is preparcd  for by
the infonation of Vielnamese
speech itself which is judiciously
pul into account. Songs and
declaimed words are written in a
very poetical language, most
often rhymed and strewn wilh
proverbs and  sayings
further cnhance their

which
flavour,
Cleo  singing is so deeply im-

pregnated in the people’s sonl that
in provinces classified as the
hame of cheo nei (pure cheo),
Thail Binh. Nam Ha, Hai Hung,
Ha Tay... the chikdren learn
it at their mothers’ knees. As

for village actors, they will
easily maintain many roles, so
familiar  they  are  with the
melodies, words and gestores.
Many  regions  stll  hold  cheo
singing  competitions, popular
feasts in which the musicality
of a peasantry sensitive to the
arts of prace 1is given free rein.
The competitors will make use
of national form: of poetry
(especially  of alternate verses of
o and & feet known as luc bat)
or of other folk airs which are
then modulated in  the style of
cheo. Professionals and amateurs
will vie with one another in
intellectual initiatives, sentiment-
al oulpounings and vocal impro-
vising which helps to diffuse and
cnrich  the musical and literary
stock still further.
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mcluded

The cheo orchestra
at its beginning
ing instrument, the nhi

only one sing-
(two-
stringed violin), to sustain the
voiees. With the evolution
cheo

actors’
of the
tessional form, ofiher instruments
added, the mguyet
shaped gaitar), sae  amd
{bamboo flules), frasnk (10-stringed
zither). In the tradition of heo
Hnot, cach

towards  its  pro-

were {moon-

tins

cheo performance is
introduced by o talti of percus-
sion, in which {he trong  cheo
;1b(wo-mentionvd, another druny
called trong com (becanse ol the
stuck  at

means of determining

rice cake one  of its

heads as a

the tone), the thank la or cymbral,
the liu cank or castancls, the we
orrattle, cngage in [rantic rivalry.
The crowd is silenced by s
rhythmic overture apl the Play
begins.

The player of trong cheo, a con-
noisseur, i not the forciiost no-
table of the village, would beat
o1 his instrument with o particular
symbolisin (both on the skin wn
the wooden wall) to convey satis-
faction vr displeasure. And accor-
mg to the druin’s appreciations,
the stage manager--or the jury in
compelitions — would  score by
using smatl bamboo plates which
were  then counted when  the
ictors were paid,

An Art Which Is forging Aheod

The nature of the cheo, its con-
tent and form causc it to Le more
than just a favourite amusement
0! the masses. It is a weapon in
the people’s hands for the defence
of their rights.

in the 10th century, when Viet-
namese leudal society was stil] in
its ascending phase, the patriotic
King Dinh {ien Hoang had appoin-
ted a singer, Pham Thi Tran, as
the Court '« Lady Expert in charge
of the song and dance tramming
ol artistic companics belanging
to the king’s army : this bappened
soon after this maker of national
uniiy had restored prace in uby by
putting anend 1o feudal rivairios
which had broken oyt Tollowing
the reconquest of independenc
alter ten centuries of fareign dom-
ination. This royal faveuar did not
last long. As feudal reaction in-
tensified, peasant rebellions De.
came more frequent, This nyove.
ment was  reflecterd in the pheo,
where the people could always
raise their voice, especially in the
scathing criticisms of the e ¢ heo.
This soon brought down the ha-
tred of the feudal rulers on this
popular art. From the XVth cen-
tury in the period of the decline
of the Te dynasty, the chee wus
banned from court cntertain-

N® 20 — Juiv 1974

nents. Later on. the poct Dao
Loy Tu was excluded from man-
darinal  competitions because of

the origin of his maother, a cheo

detress. By that time, musicians
and artists were relegated to {he
towest  tanks of the feudat

hicrarchy. Only puputar fervour
wastosave the cheo from oblivion.

Not until the Aagust HKesolg-
tion could theastre, Particnlarly
the cheo, cxperienve w true rovival,
Already the period  of
tlegality, revolut onary militants.
among them  many present-day
DRVYN, bl at

thuring

leaders of {he

several times and especially in
colonialist jails, appealed
to  popular songs and cheo
to activate their work of pa-
triotic education. In the part of
the he cleo, they would be able
lo castigate at will the French
colonialists’ perfidy and cynicism.
Right after its installation, the
people’s power was intent on  re-
storing national traditions, Stimu.
fated by the new reginie, the few
popular singers who had survived
the night of fendal colonialism,
those pious upholders of the cul
tural herituge inspire:d by their
patriotism as well as by the:r
love of cheo, fervently devoted
themselves to rescuscitating this
art  threatcned with disappear-
ance.(y) The first cheo companics
set up right at the beginning of
the  1945-1054 resistance came
mto being around such nuclei as
Trum Think (1883-1973), Ca Tam
(1837-1972), Nam Ngu (born in
1895), Hoa Tam together with
other veterans of ches such as
Cu Mam, Cu Pham, Cu Phy
{Cu is a4 word conveying respect
toold age)... It is also thanks (o
tliese masters of cheo that only a
short time after peace was re.
stored the School of Traditional
Theatre could open its  doors
In 10359.

\ galaxy of workers in clso had
Trained themselves and. in their
turn. became active propagators
and trachers. They are the agtres-
sest Diu Hluong, Kim Lien, Bach
Tuyet, Diem Loc, Alinl Toau,
Thank Huong, Van Chi, Thuy
ITien, Thanh Tram, Kim Owy: the
actors: Chu Van Thue (who ended
up as stage-manager], Bui Trong
Dang, Dang Chuyen, Chuang Huy,
Van Khuong, Nuan Quan, Manh
Thuong; the ke cheo : Manl Toan,
Van Phiem, Vu Huy, Manh Ha,
Thuy Nga; the playwrights and
dramatic critics : Han The Du,
Tran Bang, Ha Van Cau, Tran
Vuong, Hoai Giao, Nguven Binh,
Tran Huyen Tran, Long Chuang,
Trung Phong, Viet Dung, Phan
Tat Quang, Nguyen Duc Thuyet,

(Conéined on page 30)
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Publication of the 2nd Volume of the Anthology

of Vietnamesc Litciatuze

ANTHOLOGIE DE 1 A
LITTERATURE
VIETNAMIENN

TF L

R H SHECLE
PREMIEAF XTI U SN MRCRE

N LA NN URE FLRAREIEED

®ENST - PRI
. +

N lus preface Lo o buok on Vietnamese literature
Pierre Abrabam {1} wrote in Tgbu: v Here is a
literetare which we, Frenchmen, approach with

an~inas fenderness. 1t s a battlefield, 't it 27

Teamuch as no worl escapes the social impera-
tives of its ey, one can regard all literature as
part of a merciless <truggle between the old and the
new. This is especially irue for this second volume
of the Anthologie de la Littévature Vietnanionne (2)
covering 1l 15th and the first halt of the roth
C(*ntur},".

In Viet Nam that perind was characterized by a
deep erisis i decadent feudal soclety. Civil wars
and the rapacity ol the landlords, mandaring and
vitlage: notables, brought famine to the popalation.
L suceession of peasant uprisings hroke oat. Most
famons of these was that of the Tav San in 1777
whose leader, Nguyen Hue, becarmnce Ring Quang
Trong awl carried oot a namber of reforms in
favour of the peasants and the development of trade
anvl handierafts. Besudes this, new rocial strata
were apprating who piomoted the intiodoction of
new idens. Finally there was the spectacle of a
n](n‘lm;c]w_\' torn by plots, soaked n laxury 7:1.11(1
gorrnption, compromising the omuipotence of Con-
facean orthodoxy witlt its principle of absolute
fidelity to the moenarch.

By weakening, livtle by littie, the yoke of Coniu-
cianism, this crisis brought abont o brilliant flower-
ing culture and lderature.

A Page

of Unending Song

Crilicisms of the feudal society and a desire for
happiness underlic most of the works whether by
the people or the scholars.

These are new and revolutionary themes after
several centuries of a morality which required abso-
lute respect to royalty, the sacrifice of the individ-
ual to the regime and total submission to the
will of the father.

In my opinion itis in the popular novels that
the social reality of this period is most truly and
vividly reftected, The organization of the Viet-
namese commune was deeply tooted. The villages,
solid social units, remained antonomous in relation
to the ceniral administration. * King's law yields
to village custom.’ Thus, cscaping from the tram-
meis of Chinese cultture and the riics of the official
religions {3) which, for twenty centuries, had para-
lysed the roling classes and scholar-gentry, the
country folk defended rational customs and tradi-
tions and preserved the folklore heritage of the
past. Thev gave expression to their life and senti-
ments in tales which were handed down from gener-
ation ta gencration by word of mouth, like the
chansons de peste of nedieval 'rance. As an anti-
thesis to the gloomy nostalgia, or the resigned
melanchaoly of some scholars, folk literature extols
rice and the harvests, the attachment of the peas-
apnis to their land, the struggle against a harsh
nature, {he lave between the wocd-cutter and the
princess, the epic of legendary heroes...

The Court, the mandarins and notables are cursed:
and luxury and corruption denounced with ferocious
humour. Eternal social truths—the complete sub-
mission of the subject 1o the sovereign, the son to
his father, the woman to her husband-—are over-
turned. the rebel is glorified and free choice in
tarriage aflirmed. 1t is worth noting that folk tales
invariably have a happy ending. Through the om-
nipresence of genies, demons and gods praise is
given to the man who, by dint of audacity and per-
severance, becomes master of his destiny.

IFulk literature gave Vietnamese woman a role
which corresponded to that which she held in eco-
nomic and social life. In fact, in production as well
as in the family, the wile replaced her husband who
most of the time was away from the village because
of uprisings, civil wars, corvées for the king, build-
ing of dvkes, etc.
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Songs and stories praise:s]l her virtue, fait]ni'uhwss,
courage and good hamour. Thus the beaatiful Ngoc
Hoa, daughter of o wealthy mandarin, marries Pham

Tai-—a poor man Csbmething whicli iy in itself g
revolution. The intrigues nf n jealous suitor Cconpel
her to join the roval harem. Tn despair, Plam Tai
retires to a pagoda ;

{ bow to the wishes of the King
It is oniy my sovvowful fate that 1 hlame
The God of marviase did not bless I

But Ngoc Hou refuses to resigin hevuelf (o Ler fute

The Harom has uo lach ef beauties

Why $mpouse vour law on a niarried wonan >
If vou torment My rosy cheeks

I wonld vather die than betrav wy hushand.

The heroine of Hoang Truu scours the seas in
search of her husband, Relusing to submit to des.
tiny, she overcomes thousands of difficulties so ag
to reconquer and preserve her happiness. .

This homage goes beyond the purely folk litera-
iure, and is found firstly in the works of femate
writers, especially in the remarkable pcems of Ho
Nuan Huong, not inly o strong indietment against
the treatment of women, but also a pleading Jor
freedom of choice in marriage, the right to be an
unmarried mother, the equality of the seves,

Ahr I comnld shed wiy shin to turn {nto a wmagp,

To becowne a hevo wondd he child's play.

It is also in the marvellous poem Rieq,
excerpts of which ¢in be read here, .

largc

RGQK

— TYieng Sam Dien Bien (The Thunderbolt of
Dien Bien) Perople’™s Army Publishing House,
Hanoi, 1974, 13 > 18.3, ) pages.

[ o e
P f o)

A colleetion of articles, bhank excerpts and
studies published ol over 1he world dealing
with  the victory  of  Dien Bivn Phu, itg
evolotion and impaert.

— Nhung ky niem ve Bac (Memoirs of Unele
Ho), Viet Rac Fublishing House, Tae Tlai,
1973, 13 27 00, 144 poges

10 cadres of minoiy nationalitics from the
Viet Bac \ulonomous Region (north of the
DRVN) write reminiscences of their mectings

with President Ho Chi AMinh.
| -- Nhung nguoij tung  tuyen (Heople of
| the Same Frontling by Flgi i1, People's

NY 25 '—3753’719;

This is bat one wspect—though a striking one -
of a book which is on the whole astonishingly near
and accessible — doubtless because many iuithors,
who at that virge joined the prople in 4 common
struggle and shared their lot, hive borrowed the
Vivacity und simplicity of theip languuge,

Pis a buok which i attructive and precious by
i a!i\ifrsity ind richness, also by the ChiLU(.‘.’ig::
inherent in it publicstion in Hanpe; in 71973, and
Eiue]ull_y by the light i sheds on the present-day
realify

Tt is 4 page of the Victnamese Peaple’s unending
Song ol hope aud action

I will pear wwine slowdy cupr by cHp,

il fenderty SHM MY Terses inoa iy
of alcohol, of poetry,

Mavy a tine we shall pet dyunt.

And we shall loe side by side 1l (he end
of our days,

Happivess will coasy, weEay the years of sopror
and endless waitine

And, carefuily brotectivg oy Jove,

We shalr exjoy the blessings of prace

Ok ! Ineshand, it ;. fomgine for a preinpl return

That 1 Sty these verse, full of tendeviess.

IILTANE WASAES
(1) Editor in CChivi of “ Europe, ™

(2) Foreiv, Langrages Bablishing Howuss,
]'();’3

Hanoi

(3) Buddhism, Twoism, Confucianism,

Army Tublishing [House,
13 TR, 38y pages.

Hanoi, TGF Y,

A novel depicting the activities of the fighters
in a military liaison post on the Troong Son J
communication Hne in the thick ol the war as |
they work to fulfil their task of t ransporting war [
raaterial for the Ironiline in time, l
[

— Ao Trang (Whilc Robie), by Nguyen Van
Bong, Youth Publishing
13>119, 218 paves.

House, Hanoi, 1973,

The novel eulogizes {he noble
a progressive sundent  whose
place among
after her arvest, in the puppet

qualitics of i
scfivities  take |

sticdent eireles in R;Ligrm, aned,
prisons.
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The Hat Cheo-Song of Oars

(Continned from page 27)

Nguyen Thi Nhung; the scene-
painter Nguyen Inch Ham: the
choreagrapher 1o Ngoe Can; the
musicians : Hoang Kiea (muesicolo-
gist), Bul Due Hanh, Ngoc Phan
(composers), Tran Vinh {fiew-
player) Van Phue (shi-plaver) The
Tayen (nguyer-player)...

traditional cheo
stock has been revived for the
stuge and new plays written in
the siyle of the original art, The
drumatic matter is always drawn
from tales and legends, Tum Cans,
the Vietnamese Cindevella; Thack
Sunh, the people’s  Savicur; Au
Tiem, the legemd of the waler-
melon; Lo mwec than, the magic
pitcher, from historical subjects
veluting to the resistance of the
Tran dynasty against the Mongol
invasion in the r13th ceuatury,
snch as Pham Ngu Fao and Tran
Cuoe Tuan and the drama expe-
rienced by o concubine of King
Minh Mang, o Son, at the start
of the r3th century; many in-
stances of the revolutionary struy-
gle in the years 30's with Co gui
song Lai: (The Maiden of the Lam
River), Phien da {The Stone Slab),
Ngnoi con gar song Cam  (The
Young Girl of the Cam  River).
Over 30 cheo plavs are devoted
to the people’s State dealing with
the agrarinn reform in Chi Prans
andd Chi Dan (built on a realistic
novel by Ngo Tut To), the co-oper-

Most of the

ative movement in Con fran fal
wha(One Buifalo for Two Families),
the resistance against US agpres-
sion in Duong ve fran dia (On the
Way Back tue the Front), Nguyven
Viet Nuan (after o hero of
name), Co giat phony (The Liberat-
ing Girl), and the counstruction
of socialism in Sei fo vang (The
Gold Silk Thread), Lan hien (En-
croaching on the Sea), Ngwoi Dav
vuong nwi (The Dao Tribe Come

this
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Pown frotn their Mountaing), 7ink
rung (Love of Forests).

Thirty vears of people’s pinver
have wiinessed the cruergence in
North Viet Nam
stonai  chro companies, many  of
which date back to the first resist-
ance, such as the Cenfral [fouse

of 16 profes-

of Clea, the Hanol Cheo Company,
the Haiphong Cheo Company. I'hev
bring their help to thousands of
amatenr ensembles set upinagri-
cultural and handicratt co-opera-
tives, factories nud building =ites,
schools and administrative  ser-
vices.,
Trom the delta plaing, for o
favourite land, the
eheo has conguered the cities and
meuntainous areas in North Viel
Nam and later in Central
South  Viet Nam, to

nowwlays one of the most popu-

long time its
and
becote

lar and representarive manifesta-
tions of national cuttural life. The

modern cheo is still the people
telling themselves  their story -

bat a highly

who have

conscious people,
taken in  hands their
own destiny and are al]l the more

enamoured of liberty. imdepend-

enice  and have
been hardened in
of nearly half o centary  of
revolutionary struggle  against
the worst uggressors ever record-
ed in ihe lnstory of mankind.
The artistic festivals both pro-
{egsional and amateur, in which o
place of honour is always reserved
for the cleo, stands
this, And the voice of cheo which

peace as they
the crucible

as proof 1o

in the gloomiest
ways spoke out proudly and ser-
enely has passed beyond the fron-
tiers of this country, Dbringing o
the world the artistic message of
a traditional and
Viet Nam.

vears of war al-

revojutionary

[r the present historical phase
when this ancient land of art and
calture is meeting everywhere an
unheard of enthusiasm, we may
safely expect that the cheo theatre,
like the other cultural activities,
will experience a new flowering
especially on the occasion of the
1975 festival, leading towards an
accomplished operatic genre—the
picture of a people and the syn-
thesis of a national culture.

DAQC TRONG TV
March 1074

(1) Bamboo pipe

(2) In 1961 at the village of Ngoc
Khe, Thuy Nguyen district, Hai-
phong, five tombs were discovered,
each containing & coffin made of
the trunk o] a tree hollowed futo 4
canoe { Historical Museww, Flanoi)-

{3) Anothey dijferent evplanation
tries fo wmake the word cheo a
devivalive of or sative so
tairning the cheo into an exciusively
sativical cenre.

Truao

(4) The great [amine of 1945,
gencrated by the French colonialists
and the fapanese occupying forves
on the eve of their collapse, caused
the deaths of some fwo million peo-
ple in the delta provinces among
whom were wiost of the popular
ariists,
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CHRONOLOGY

{Contisneed frow pare 31)

action (including 3 divisions und 3 brigades}; 50z
posts overrun, 1o2 aircraft down or burnt, 344
tanks and armounred curs destroyed, 635 ves<els
sunk or damaged, zio,000 peuple liberated,

3 — The Foreign Ministry of the RSUN
declared that all

the natural resources  in
South Viet  Nam, including oil, are  (he
inviolable property of the South Viet-

namese people. The Nguven Van Thieu -
ministration has no right whatever 10 repre-
sent the South Vietnames: people in conceding
to foreign firms the right to exploit these re-
sources ; all acts aimed at making use of the
Saigon administration concerning  such con-
cessions are violutions of the interests of the
Vietnamese people and will be encrgetically
opposed.

— By order of the Saigon authorities the
puppet troops lobbed shells on Tan Hiep prison
(Bien Hoa) causing many casualtics amocng
the prisoners, after which they laid the blame
ont the liberation troops,

4 — The fifth anniversary of the furmation
of the PRG was commemorated ) at a meet-
ing on this occasion the PRG reviewed the
situation of South Viet Nam aud laid down
new political tasks for the South Vietnamese
people and armed  forces.

-- Thousands of college and school students
held big  demonstrations in  hoom  Penh
against the government and demamled that
Lon Nol release 15  arrested  teachers and
students. The combut police attacked the
demonstrators, killing o number of people,
including the Alinister and  Viee-Minister of
Education held by the students as hostages.

b -~ The Foreign Ministry of the DRVN issue|
a statement strongly condemning the US  for
increasing military and economic aid to Nguaven
Van Thieu in order to allow him to prolony
the war and cause tension in South VietNam,

— At Thu Duc, Thieu declared : * The US
only has to supply war material and the Repn-
blic of Viet Nam is readv to contribute the
Mood of the Vietnamese '

7 -~ The DRVN National Assembly delegation
headed by its Chairman, Truoong Chinh, ended
its  friendship visit tv Hungary itesau o
May 23, 1974

- The South Viet Nam Wonien's Delegiiion
led by Mme Nguyen Thi Dinh, President of
the South Viet Nam Liberation Women's
Unicn, member of the Presidium of the South
Viet Nam NITL, Deputy-Commander of the
PLAY, ended its friendship visit to the Soviet
U'nion, Mme Dinh was awarded the Lenin
prize for her contribution to the strengthening
of peace and friendship Dbetween nations.

- Betraying the US commitment as 2 signa-
tury to the Paris Aprcement, Kissinger s

the House of Representatives Foreign Kol
Lions Committee

on Jone 4, und the Senate

Faretwn Relitions Commitlee on June 7, and
Al apress conlerence on June 6, wade repeat -
ed statements  defending 1he 'S policy of
aggression wud intervention in Viet Nam, ancl
slandering the DRVN in order to justify the
fuilure of the US to fulfil its promise to con-
tribute o the bealing of the war  woumds of
the DRVN,

- dnan engagement near Silanoukvidle, the
Cambodinn  puatriotic ciaptured  an
American Jewtenant,

forees

No— The Lunghek  Post veported the Thai
Foreign = Minister  Chatehai Chuoahavan  as
saying : © We need the presence of the US s o
bargaining and deterrent foree,”

- Adter o coneession made by the Saigen
administration, in restoring  some privileges
aied Immunities to the PRG and DRVN  mili-
tary tlelegavions, the PRE military  delegation
declaredt that it would return to fhe bipartite
conference table,

to o= Diplomatic  relations between {he
Republic of Sonth Viet Nam and the Malagasy
Kepublic established.

- 0Ou June o oamd 1o, 1974 on orders  from
Nguyen Van Thicn hooligans  attacked  an
anti-conseription demonstration oi 300 bonzes
at Kien Thanh town (Rach (ia province),
killing 5 bonzes and injuring r7 others.

1t == The goo million-dollar ail to Suigon in
the fiscal vear 197(-75 was approved by the
US Senate with a6 45 majority,

t2 - RSVN Foreign  Minister Nguyen Thi
Binh attended, as an observer, the Conference
of Livads of Stutes and Governmenis of the
Organization  of  Alrican Unity, held in the
capitat of Somalia.

1y - Owing to internal dissension, the Long

Boret cabinet tendered its resignation. Long
Boret was asked to form o new  government.,

14— Recognition of the RSVN by Maaritania.
The two countrics  will establish diplomatic
relations  at ambassadorial  level.

- Ceremony held in Belgrade for the siguing
of an agreement on non-refundable  economic
aud grantel by Jugostavia to the PR,

15 — Truong Tien Dat, o Suatgon senator, made
kinown o fetter demanding that Thicu suck  siv
generals, two colonels and  many officers of
the Saigon army.

— On the oceasion of  Lhe first auniversury
of the signing  of  the Joint Communiqué
signed on June 13, 1973, and marking 10

months of implenenting the Paris Agrecnent
on Viet Nam, the Pivo I'oreign Ministry sent
to members of the Internationad Conferonce
on Viet Nant, the Internationst Commission and
the UN - Secretary, o note  demouncing  the
continaation of £'S involvement and  interfer-
enee in the internal affairs of Sonth Viet Num
amd - the  serions  sabotage  of  the Puaris
Agrecnwent and the  Joint Communigué by
the ('S,
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CHRONOLOGY

(May 16 — June 15, 1974)

MAY

18 - The Awmerican  Congress approved an
additional credit of 39 million dollars as eco-
numic atd to hgoyen Van Thien for the fiscal
yeur 1973-197 1.

1g - Acconling 1o the Suigon Dien Tin, in
the first | manths of 974, the Saigon adminis-
tration seized g3. 273 million piastres of faxes
trom the people, more than doable the ligure
of the same period fu 1u73

— The same paper also reported that facto-
ries for the manufacture of arms and ammuni-
tion will be built by Americans  in Suounth
Viei Noam.

20 - [stablishment of diplomatic relutions
at ambassadorial level between the REVN al
Gruinea (Bissau).

— The PLAT attacked Nha Be fael depots,
to km southeast of Saigon, setting on fire 3
miilion litres of petrol.

20— US Defense Secretary Schiesinger sald
that the US has a " natural commitment ™ to
continue grunting ald to the Hepublic of Viet
Nam. That commitment reqoires the US to go
on sending war material in sufficient quantities
to the © Republic of Viet Nam. 7

— The Sanya Thammasak cabinet  in
land 1endered its resignation.

Thai-
22 — Setting up ol o permanenl PRG dele-
gution in France.

-- The Saigon newspaper Dong Phuong @ W.
Colby has come to Satgon for the fifth time since
his oppointment as head of the CiA.

— The U'S Hoase of Representatives voted to

maintain the military  aid  gronted to  the
Saigon  administration  in 1gy3-75 at  the
level of 1,120 million dollars,

23 — The DRVN Nationul Assembly  dele-

gation headed by its Chairmau, Truong Chinh,
member of (he Political Bureau of the Central
Cennmittee of the Viet Nam Workers' DParty,
ended its visit to Czechoslovakin, begun on
May 16, 1u7g.

— According to the Suigon paper Song Thaw,
the Saigon wiministration obtuined 34.4 miibion
dollars  from the 2nl auction of oil prospect-
ing rights, in which several capitalist compa-
uies took part.

—-- The Pathet l.ao news agency denounced
Saigen fur sending 5 helicopters carrying cun-
mamdes to areas controlled by the patriotic
forces in Southern laos,

2p - With an additional credit of 500,000
dollars, US economic aid to Lon Nol in 1973-74
amaounted to zye.3 milhion dollars,

VIET NAM COURIER—N'

20— July 1y74

25 ~ Thier sacked Ngayen Van Ngan, his
special aide for political and economic affairs,
one of the foanders of Thien’s Democratic
Party.

26 -~ The spokesman of the Poreign Ministiy
«f the RSV issued a statement on the threat
by Tndonesia and Iran to withdraw from the
Ioternational Commission. He commented that
it was up to them to make snch a  decision,
but so long as they remained as members of
the [C, they should act according to the func-
tions and tasks assigned to them by the Partis
Agreement and its protocols,

27 — UP{: In the encroachment operation
asuinst the Ben Cat area, the Saigon author-
ities used IF-sk jets manned by Americians for
the tirst time to attack the civilian popuolation.

— T'he National Political Council of Coalition
in Laos approved the political programme pre-
sented by Prince Souphanouvong, its Chairman,
vn the “ building of the Kingdom of Laos into
a peaceful, independent, neutral, democratic
and prospercus country.’’

— Graham Martin, US Ambassador te South
Viet Nam, urged the US Congress to grant aid
to Saigon ; he declared that the US would not
let down South Viet Nam.

30 — The spokesman of the Central Com-
mittee of the Lao [Datriotic TFront issued a
statement strongly denouncing the US and
Thailand for using Thdiland as o base for
intervention und aggression against Laos and
other Indochinese countries.

31 — Twelve oil companies from the (05,
Canada, Britain and Japan joined the nuomber
of firms prospecting for il on the South Vietl
Nam continental shelf,

-~ Thieu held a confercnee with his Chief of
Staff and the commanders of the four Army
Areas, He called for economy in the use of
munitions and fuel, and * prosecuting the war
ina small way' in order to cope with the
“net so bright ™ prospects of TS aid.

- Banyn Thammasak, Premier of Thailand,
avnounced his new cabinet composed of 14
ministers amnd (6 vice-ministers mostly from
those who supported the policies of the outgo-
ing Thammasak cabinet.

JUNE

1 - Big victories won by the Cambodian
patriotic forces in the 1073-74 dry season (up
to Moy 1974): uy.700 enemy troops put oul of

{Condinued on puge 1)
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