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JUNE I3, I973 i.'as Ihe dale oj 
the siglllltlire 0/ Ihe Joint 
Communique (i/host! main 

content consisted ill a 
reaj/irmatioll oj the i'alitlily 0/ 
some provisions 0/ tht: lan/tary 
27, I973 Paris Agreement 
'i .. 'hieh 'rushing/oil ami .Saigon 
had refused to impiemel/t_ One 
year has elapsed since theil, or 
17 montlis siJ/ce tlls signillg 0; 
the Paris .~greement, and the 
situ·aNon ill South Viet Nam 
Jzas become more and mure 
serious. There is JlO cease-lire; 
on the contrary, sina mi:l-.lfay 
Saigon army lo)'ce.~ the si:'e vj 
an army corps hat'l' {auJlched 
operations a(!,aiJlst tlie nell Cat 
IIlrea, about 30 kilome/rt's )lortll 
0; Saigon. Press-gangiJlg has 
beeu stepped "I' : at Hilch C;ill 
300 Buddhist monies :,'iwoppos. 
ed conscriptiou H'ere beaten 

up so badly that ji,<e 0/ them 
(I."ere killed and 17 'i.1/ollJlded. 
I'ust gltallNties oj American 
arllls and }}l1tnitiulls hal'e been 
brought iI/to SOl/th r'iet --Yam 
despite the prohihition laid 
dOlC'}[ ill the Paris Agreement; 
jigltres for the period since the 
sif!,lliJlg 8j the Paris Agreement 
rt''1Yal aile fwillion tOllS 0/ bombs 
al/d shells, 1,100 fallhs and 
ar1!lO Itred cars J 800 heavy g'It1lS J 

200 combat '['essels, 700 aircraft 
i"cinding 80 F-5!':", 28 oj the 
still more modern j,,'-SFs are 
eX/Jeclrd to be sent to Thiet< 
ill' he' Hear; Itt ute . 

Thiett's army has engaged ill 
eytremely rash acts of tval': the 
DR 1 ',\, LC'174 transport, 
'it'hich '(",'as unloading ;oodst·ujjs 
jar the SUHth ['ietnamese peo­
ple, 'C1.'as deliberate!.v SIIII/; OJ! 
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.June 26 at eua Vie!, in the 
territorial ,"aters of the PRG. 
It is clear from these facts that 
Thien's momentary reireat by 
restoring 011 lane 7 somB priv­
£leges awl imntltnities to the 
PRG and DRVN military 
delegations 1JIas nothing but a 
manmwore aimed at soothing 
public opinion, chiefly in the 
US, and trying to create an 
atmosphere "'hich would induce 
the US Congress to vole credits 
lor the 5m:gon administration. 
When the negotiations resumed, 
Thieu's delegates obstinately 
refused to guarantee to the other 
sides fllll enjoyment of their 
pr-i'vileges an(l illwt'ltnities as 
provided for in the Agreement 
and in t.he Paris .Joint Com­
lIl!miqut and they did not sho;..· 
au)' sign oi good1f'iU il1 the 
talks. The decision of the PRI.· 

s'ilyoJ granting to Thieu a huge 
military a1ld economic aid tu 
the Inne of 3.7 billion doliars, 
according to vario'as Amerit'an 
sources, aid which is prohilJ;t­
ed bl' the Paris Agreement, 
b',<1 "hich wou,ld alio,,' Ihe 
" Nixon doctrine" to be l'ealiz­
ed and the US Vietnamized 
war to be prosecu.ted ;" the 
absence of ihe A mer;can troops 
who have been forced to p"U 

alit. 

stronger the Thieu regime 'IS 

heing torn by ri'i'alries betl£"eell 
,)a1'io'Us cliques, cltlminatillg hi 
t'ndless p1trges. 

In neighbottring Cambodia, 
the Lrm Nol regime is disinte­
grating morc and mote qu.ickly, 
and, despite the w'e! season, the 
liberation forces continue to 
advance and 10 control large 

territories. 

In Laos, p&.lce h.>s made 
big strides forward wilh !he 
l1nanimo1ls adoption by the 
National Political Co1tncil 01 
Coalition of the political prog­
ramme presented by Prince 
So1tphanottvong lor the building 
of the Kingdom 01 Laos into a 
peaceiul , independent, neutral, 
democratic and prosperous 
eM",trv. The demand by Ihe 
Lao patriotic forces for the 
ending of an us military pres­
ence in Thailand has found a 
favourable echo in every nei gh­
bouring country as the ma1·n~ 
tenance in Thailand of Amer;­
can military establishments, 
bases and personnel is a threat 
tlot only to Laos b~,t also to 
aU co"nlries in Soltth East 

Asia. 

I ~ 'hal can the Vietnamese 
people do in iace nf the lttlwil­
cd deta1l1i nati011 of the US to 
fontil11ft' £ts polin' oj force in 
its attempt to im·pose its l1eo­
culo1lialislll 1 It South [liet 
Nam .J 

fa suspend its participation in 
the session of the Two-Part\' 
.Joint Military Commission 
sine die is shown to be C01fk 

pletely necessary andmusi act 
as a serious ll;arning to Blash­
ing!on and Saigon. In the light 
oj the recent dt'claraIiolls made 
by American personalities, 
from Ambassador Graham ,Har­
tin to Secretary of Siale Henri' 
Kissinger and Defellse Secretary 
James ScMesiuger, all\, hope 
oj seeing Nixon and Thie1!- so()J/ 
co.me to theiy se'Hses JltHst he 
very slight. Accord'i lIg to them 
the US 'it.'ill Hot leatl~ Xgll·yen 
Van Thiett in the lurcit, be­
cattse they have made a " na­
tural comHl.itme1'lt" to hitn, a 
",,!Oral and political" and even 
" furidical " commitl1lBJlt stetll~ 
mi1,g from the Paris Agreement 
itsell. The question is hou: to 
convince Cungress oj the neces-
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The means at lVashiJlg'ton's 
disposal are trcmendou.s and 
'i~e do "Hoi -nnderestim,ate its 
dctt'Y'lJl.i'llation 10 cling to its 
position. /Jilt the relation 0/ 
forces one war aiter tile .To;nt 
CommnuiqHi has del l eloped in 
fa'1)o1/.Y of the patriutic forces. 
The liberated zone, where the 
attacks of tlte Saigon troops 
have Veen repelled with heavy 
losses lor the invaders, has been 
built "p and has becume a pole 
oj attraction iur I he peasants, 
jormerly iorced by American 
shelling to seek refuge in the 
towns. The economic crisis in 
the Saigon-control/ed areas has, 
in fact, made liie u"bearable 
for many social classes. 

The third iorce, ,"'lOse exist­
e/ICe is denied, «gainst all 
et1idc'l!ce, hy the Saigon auth()r~ 
ilies, c(Jntinues to ha'Ue its 
ranks s'll'ollell. And u,hile lite 
people'S pU7Ji:er 18 f)ecoming 

F1Illv conscions of the diffi­
wlties ahead, the SOHth Vie/­
namese patrioJs and the whole 
Vietnamese people remain 
however confident that their 
objecth'es, as defined in the 
Paris .,,1 greemellt, 'l-..!ill be realiz~ 

ed. 

June 25, 1974-
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H
A \'E a good look at it, my sun. On the 

n>\'iewing -;tand, in the foreground, the Ilf'ad 
III the gov<:'rnnwnt, the ministers and gencr~ 

ab, They all an' VietnamesE', lhe poliee chief 

too. Only til the b:lckground c:tn YI)U :-,;ee the 
ambassador,; of foreign countries, France, the ('SA, 

Hriuin. 

It \va,; in 1')Y.."! : \V;i<;hington had air":lcly !on.;ed 
Paris to create a ,. nalional" g0vernmellt in Viet­

~am to continue the war \l1r1 in a text-book 011 

civics prep:tft<d for prill!<lfY ,.;chlloI3, Ulle finds 

dearly displayed this reading·- text in \vhich a 
well-intentioned fathN shows hie; son, OJl the 
occ~\siol\ or :1 public holiday, the great chunge 

that had taken place. 

Evil's \iolll:q!;e ttl virttH' col'lBialisl\1 which 
until then has forbidden all :Illusion to any 
national feeling whatsoever, now l"eSE'rVes a plaCE' 
uf honour for it· ;\11(1 for more than tWf'nty ye;lr:;, 
tht' same- refrain has lwen continu;\lly n"pe<lh'd ; 
as en'rytlling is Vietndmized, why :;hould you 
hesitate to join that" n;lttonal " gU\'l"rnment \ .... hlch 
has been so generously ~rantf'd ),on" llundn·(ls 
of hill ions of dollars have be~n allocated to snpport 

the tllf'sis, but tn lIO :tvail: titt' hard -- 11t':\ded 
Vidn:lIl1eS\' people persist in thinking nnd helit·ving 
that t'\"('rylhing genuindy national i.., to b{' found 

on the other side. 

For:l president, ministers, gelh'rals, hO\\'l'\"e1' 
dazzlingly attil"eLi they may b,', do !lot make :t 

pt'opk, still less a nation" A l)('oplt', a nation do 
nnt identify themselv\"s with some goldt'n uniforms, 
or with more or less well-organized military a.nd 

ci\"ilian parades, especi:llly \vht'n til(' fight for their 
['xistenct', [or th(' ddt'l1c(' of theil' ilit-ntify, rt:'\"C'als 
."_ for bdter or for worse - tlte \"irtucs allLi 

Wt'akl1L'SSI"S of man" f feroes eml'rge 'llH.l traitors 

ht'cIJll1e ullnwsked" 

It" first the ~LF ,mil titPll tl!I' PRG" of South 
Viet' N;!m klve ..,uccel'lkd ill pn·\",'nling the colo..,sa1 
lTS WHr macltilH'ry fJ'tHIl snwthning them, thi.,; is 
lwe,lust' they haY(' tilt' Ih·llpk bl'hind them with 
llwir I\.-("P Sl'ns,' of Illllll,11l and natioll<ll dignity 
and tl\("ir indefatig;lbk L'()]llb;ltiYl'IH'SS" 1-, tlwre 
any \.-'ietlmme"'(' with tht' slIwHl'..,t consci('nce wlw 
(hres to i(kntify hilllsl"il with ,I ~guy("n \'~\ll 

Thieu, that former p;lr~\t}"()Qpi'r III tilt, French 

eXlJediti',lurv corp,,"J Is Tilert: ~111y Vietn;nnest' 

who, ('ven if lIt' has never taken part in any 
political strnggll', would not take boundles~ pride 
in bf'ing the fellow-countryman of one of those 
huntlreds of thousands of fightel's who ha.ve 

dt'feated the all-powerful CSA ? 

In our time, thert' is no other tf'st to tell what 
is W'nuindy national from what is not: the fiercl', 
persl'\"ering, multiform struggle, that the p,")oples of 
Asia, Africa, Latin America an~ waging against 
irnpf'riali"m, conti1l11('s this must distinct, most 
<lccurat"t. lint' of partition, of cleavage, that no 
manreU\TP can ('rase. Born frOIll :L vast poplllar 
and national IlloVCmt'nt, carrying Oil the nation­
wide resistance againc;t French coloni81i:-;m, the 

NFL amt tllt' PRG of South Viet ~am are n01tv, 

an(1 [ore vel', the g('lluilW 

South Vidnauw<;e pt·()pll'" 
tilt' PHG lll.'kgat{'s by 

reprt'selltati\'e::> uf tbe 
The welcome gi ven to 
tht' n'preSl'lltati\"es of 

va.rious governments of non-aligned countrit's at 
the Algiers Conference showl,(1 to \vhat t'xtent 
intt'rllatiulwl opinion hd~; now become sPIlsiti\"l' 

ttl this point. 

The placl' givcn by the PHC to tilt' third 
component amI to the policy of national concord, 
1Il contrast with the attitude of Saig(ln :l1ld 
W,\shington, also shows to \Vltflt I'xtnlt 1h,' PRe; 
fl'f1("cts thl' aspirations of a peopit-, tl) \\"hat ('xtenl 

it is sure of tilt"' people's confidcncl"" .\11<1 nub'ltly 
lias doubts about its ullshnkable \vill to fight 
against all ('Hcroachmellts on the lib('ratl'd zonl', 
all viobtions of the Paris ARreement, all foreign 
interfl'rellct.' or aggression" Tilt' \vill to fight, the 
capability to resist any ,Lggression, hOWl"vt-'r 
S[l\',lge, that will, ihat forc(' combined \\'ith an 
()pf'n-mimlcd, frat('rnal attitude toward any other 
IW;tC(" force, ha\'l' marl(' the PRe into a ft'(11ity 
which i-; so deeply national and populilr til,lt llO 
forcf' in till' \vorld can continue to ignore it" {'he 
ricefit'kb, the gardens that are, nmv beginning 
to grow gn'ell in the areas still pockmarkcd 
with millions of bomb craters, still bearing thl' 
traces of th(' most frightful sprayings of clt('mi­
cats, these are, so to speak, till' symbol of till' 
deep roots of the PRG ill thl' Vil'tnaml'sl' l:1nl1 ~llld 
in its history" Any artf'mpt to uproot it i'l doomed 

to failure. 

:SGCYE:S KHAC \' [EN 
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5th Anniversary 0/ the Formation 0/ the PRG (June 6,1974) 

The PRG 
and the Liberated Zone 
of South Viet Nam 

The Revolutionary Power inees, in cities and to\\'ns and 

in more than 230 districts and 
2,.')00 villages. There are 5 

representations fJf the PRG in 5 
areas: Mid-Central Viet Nam 
South· Central Viet Nam, Ea:jt~ 

Southern Viet NaIll, Mid~Southern 
Viet Nam amI West~Southern 
Viet Nam. 

- June 6,1969: Formation of the 
P~ovisional Revotutioll:lry--C~\': 
ernment of the Republic of South 
Viet Nam eleCl('(l by,' tile .-\II-South 

Viet Nam Congress of Representa­
tives which met fro III June 6 to 
June 8, 1969 \'lith the participation 
of representatives of the National 
Front for Liberation from all 

parts of South Viet Nam and of 
the Alliance of National, Demo­
cratic and Peace Force,"~, 

President of the Advisory 
Council: Lawyer Ngllyen HUll 
Tho. 
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President of the Government: 
Architect Huynh Tan Fhat. 

- Up to now, the system of 
revolutionary administration has 
been established from the base to 

the central level in all 'H prov-

Achievements in Building the Liberated 20ne 

Economy: 

- Implementation of the 
agrarian policy: till 1972, the 
revolutionary administration had 
distributed to tbe peasants 

1,650,000 hectares of arable land. 
If the land distrihuted during 
the resistance war against tIlt' 
French is includf'd, the peasants 
now own 2,100,000 hectares of 
the total 3.500,000 hectares of 
arable land in South Viet ::\am, 
or 7T,7 % of thf' rice~growing 
acreage. 

~ In C}uang Tri, over 70 % of 
the cultivable land has been 
restored. The revolutionary 
administration has helped the 
pt'ople to clear virgin land, 

Digging 1'rrigatiO"iI (a};(.i/s 
((}uatig Nam provil1ce, CeHtra I 
Viet IVam). 

VIET N.Hr COURIER 
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reclaim arid fields, build irriga­
tion works and improve farming 
techniques. It has supplied 200 

ploughing-machines, 200 pumps, 
2,200 buffaloes and tens of 
thousands of tons of lime and 
fertilizer. 

In 1973.1974, 400 ha of rice, 
500 ha of other crops were added 
to the cultivated acreage of the 
\\-Tinter 1972 - Spring 1973 crop. A 
new species of rice was introduced 
over 25 % of the rice-growing 
area. The people have contributed 
130,000 work-days to transport 
84,000 cubic metres of earth for 
the repair and consolidation of 
the irrigation system. The tree­
planting and afforestation cam­
paign is moving ahead; in the 
first quarter of 1974, 34,000 
young trees \verc planted. 

- In 1Iid-Central Viet Nam, 
with the help of the revolutionary 
administration, the people have 
repaired the \vatenvays and 
darns which were destroyed an'd 
built new ones. 155 old dams 
were repaired, 15 new ones built 
and 5 km of watenvays dug. 
The population of Due Pho (Quang 
Ngai) have put baek into use 275 
water-pumps. Some districts in 
Cia Lai province have spent 
3,800 work-days on improving 
the irrigation system by digging 
7 km of \vaterways·. Dieu Binh 
Yillage (Kontum) has completed 
a water reservoir with a capacity 
of tens of thousands of cubic 
metres and a ,,·aterway nehvork 
2 km long. 

- In South-Central Viet Nam 
compared ,\,ith 1973, the cultivat­
ed acreage of rood crops in 19'14 

has increased by 30 % and 
draught power by 40 %, 

- A campaign for resettlement 
has started in the mountain 
region of Mid-Central Viet Nam. ,a % of the ethnic minorities in 
\Vest Quang Nam and 50 % in 
West Khanh Hoa have voluntarily 
moved down and resettled in 
lower regions where they engage 
in agriculture. 

- In East-Southern Viet Nam, 
hom January to September 1973, 

}SO 20 - July 1974 

the revolutionary administration 
allotted to the peasants 2,500 ha 
of laIlrl. Almost all the rubber­
growing areas in the liberated 

zone of Phuoc Binh province 
have been restored. 

In the Mekong delta a 
bumper autumn harvest was 
recorded. Jhe rice yield per 
hectare varied from 3 to 5 tons. 

- In the areas of the ethnic 
minorities, most of the people 

have joined mutual-aid teams of 
production. 9,000 such teams 
have been formed in Quang Tri 
and Mid-Central Viet Nam alone. 

- Workshops in vadous prov­
inces have turned out or repaired 
a large llum ber of farm tools for 
the peasants. In December 1973, 
Quang Tri inaugurated the 
"December 20" factory for 
manufacturing and repairing 
farm tools. 

- Husbandry and fishing: in 
South-Central Viet Nam, the 
herd of buffaloes and cows in 
1973 was three times bigger than 
in I972. In Tra Vinh, some 
localities had 50 head of cattle 
for each family. In 1973, Quang 
Tri caught 820 tons of fish. 

- Development 01 commerce: 
in Quang Tri many shops have 
been opened and market ~ites 

restored, while Dong Ha market 
has been completely rebuilt. 
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culture and Education: 

_ By the beginning of 1973, 
1,.'1<)0 schools with 35,000 pupils 
had been added to th@ 19;0 figure 
of 7,100 schools and study groups 
with nearly I million pupib, 
ranging from alphabet classes to 
the 1St, 211{l, and 3rd leyels of 
gencr,ll education. Illiteracy ha~ 
virtually been wiped out in the 
liberated z;one, and 17 scripts for 
the Central Highlands ethnic 
minorities created. 

-- In Quang Tri, by .\pril 1974, 
illiteracy had been completely 
wiped out in all the districts of 
the plain regions. In the 1973-74 
school yC'ar 30,000 pupils have 
been attC'nding schools. 

_ In \Vest-Southern Viet Nam, 
728 more schools and I -1-0 more 
study groups have been created 
ior oycr -1-6,000 pupils of thc 1St 
and 2nd levels. 

Tn 1973 Binh Phuoc province 
(East-Southern Viet Nam) had 13-1-
classes with nearly -1-,000 pupils 
and 170 teachers, including 3,000 
pupils and -1-0 teachers from tlll' 
ethnic minoriti(-'~. 
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_ Loc Ninh to\\'11 and Bu Dop 
district centre (East-SouthC'rn 
VIet J:-.;am) now have 2nd len1 
schools. 

_ lnformatioll and culture: 
each province i~ publishing ito; 
own news bulletin. Be-,idcs 3 big 
newspapers (;iai PIzOl1{; (It Liber­
ati(lll ,. - Central organ of the 
Front), .Hien Sam Chien Daft 
(" South Vif't :\"a111 in Strugglf''' 
-- The P1{{; foreign language 
publication) and TicH PllOll.g 

(" Vanguard Central organ 
of t.he People's Rc\'olutionary 

Party), there are scores of other 
dailies, magazines, cultural and 
arl reviews. Numerous ",lorie", 
(>ssays, musical pieces and no\"cls 
ha\"e been published ,lIld S0111(' of 
them translated into foreign lan­
guages. Painting in the liberah'd 
ZUTIe ha~ produced "2,500 \vorko;. 
.\bout 300 valuable collections of 
photos have been distributed, of 
which the photos" Carrying .-\.m­
munition to the Front" and the. 
" Rushing forward to Wipe Out 
the Enemy" have been a\\-arded 
g:oldell mcdals in Internat.ional 
Photo Exhibitions. 300 films 
produced by the Liberation Studio 
8.nd the Librration .\nny Studio 
ha.ve bl'en put on shm .... , of which 
3.t have won prizes in home COITl­

Jlf'titions and ."i in world competi­
tions. Every pro"ince and yitlagC' 
has its own amateur artistic 
I'llsemble. In all there arE' now 
300 such group . ..;, New ways of 
1 iie a.re being instilled and supers­
titions, gambling, drinking, etc., 
Yirtually rooted out. 

Health; 

_ The medical nehvork coycrf-. 
100% of the liberated \'illage~, 

including the remotest ones ill 
1 he mountain region. /0% of th,> 
districts haye doctors or aS~I~tant 
Iloctors. Thousands of dispensarif'~ 
and medical team~ ha\'c been 
c.onsolidated and expanded. Each 
province has a. Medical Sen-ice 
ill the charge of ~ ot" 5 tloctors. 

Teaching the Hatimlal alphabet to 
members of the Pa Co ethnic 11li11OJ­

ity in the mountain areas of Quang 
TI'i province (central Viet Natn) 

VIET 7'<\\1 UWRTER 
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.-1 health statlon in 
Quang Tti ptocince 

Within 3 years (Ig6g-iI). 3 more 
general hospitals \vrth relatively 
modern equipment were opened. 
).ledical schools have trained 
nearly I,OOQ pharmacists, assist­
ant doctors and doctors. 

- I n Quang Tri there are now 
60 hospital beds for every ten 
thousand people, I doctor for 
every tholl!'and and 1 medical 
assistant for every 300 people. 

- In 1973, the pharmaceutical 
service of South-Central Viet Nam 
manufactured tens of millions of 
drug ampoules and pills of 
\'al'iou~ kinds, togdher with 
quantities of traditional medicines 
made from local recipes. 

External 

- L"p to June 14, I9i-l, over 
42 countries had recognized the 
PRG and established diplomatic 
relations \'lith it. 

On l\lay 22, 1974, the PRG 
Permanent Representation was 
establishect in France. 

N° 2{) - Jul~' 1974 

- In Binh Phuoc province 
(East-Southern Viet Nam) the 
provincial hospital has success­
fully performed difficult surgical 
operations such as bone grafting, 
ablation of the spleen, treated 
poliomyelitis and psychiatric dis­
eases, and done everything pos­
sible to rescue the patriots return­
ing from US-Thieu prisons from 
malignant diseases. 

Relations 

In 1 ndonesia, an NFL Perma­
nent Representation is maintain­
ed. 

PRG information services have 
been set up in 5 countries. 

~ Over 20 governments and 
100 national and world organiza-

tions (including ~ome UN organi­
zations) have given direct aid to 
the PRG. 

- Up to April 1974, the PRG 
and the NFL had sent 490 dele­
gations to attend national and 
world conferences in order to 
denounce US-Thieu crimes and 
pay friendly visits to various 
countries. 

- President Nguyen HUll Tho 
took part in the Summit Confer­
ence of Non-Aligned Countries 
in Algiers (September 5-8. 1973)' 

- 23 countries and 2 organi­
zations have sent ambassadors 
and representatives,., to the liber­
ated zone to present their cre­
dentials. 

- From September 1972 to 
April 1974, 98 foreign delegations 
visited the South Viet Nam liber­
ated zone (including 6 del~ations 
from world organizations and 13 
from national organizations). 

In September 1973, Premier 
Fidel Castro of the Cuban Revo­
lutionary Government visited the 
liberated zone of Quang Tri. 
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A Product of us Neo~Colonialism 

The church ,vas built on a lonely 
hillock at the end of the village; 
it \\'<l-S linked to the road by a 
flight of brick stain;. T arrived 
thcrc on <I. Sunday morning 
after Mass. The first to come out 
of the vaulted building sur­
mounted by a statue of the Virgin 
Mary were the children. They 
seemed to have completely 
forgotten the spiritual \\'orld 
behind them and tf) oe lost in 
the earthly world, as they ran 
towo:trds me, shouting when they 
saw me take out my camera, 

A young girl clad in a plum­
coloured tunic and white trousers, 
with a golden cross on a chain 
around her neck, broke her way 
through the crowd, and came 
and asked me in a half northern 
half southern accent: "Excuse 
me, will you tell me where you 
come from?" 

1 fished my pass out of my 
pocket and showed it to her; 

but she turned away, blushing 
(I guessed she was illiterate). 
She Jed me to the Chairman of 
the village people's revolutionary 
committee. 

Though many scars of war 
were apparent Lac Dien still 
looked wealthy. Life \\,;J~ normal 
nohvith",tanding th(' Saigon guns 
which were still booming :"omf'­
where in the vicinity. The rainy 
season was on its wa)' and farm 
\vork-sflwing, harro\\'ing, weed­
ing-was in full swing. 

looked into a maternity­
home ann saw 1hf' whitf' 0\T'ralls 
of the nurses and hrard b<1bies' 
cries. In a :"Illall inn, "nnl(' army­
men \vere eating noodles with 
their bikes le-;-lTIing ::Jgainst the 
foot of a mango tree .. \n itiner­
ant vendor, all old man, \valked 
slowly by, shouting hi~; wares in 
a hoarse voice: "S,dt, sug;H 
for sale, cigarettes! " 

At noon, I met thp Reverend 

A Book of Burning Relevance 
, . 

regime Un en 

Thich Giac Minh of the Phuc 
Lam pagoda, fasting in the house 
of Hai ;::';on. Rue,headed and 
bare-footed in hi" saffron robE', 
the austere Buddhist bonze 
stood immobile near an a1t~H 
decorated with a pot of flowers 
anti shronded in the smoke of 
joss-sticks, Aftf'r receiYing a" 
alms a bo\vl of rice from Hai Son, 
he said prayers begging Bud(Iha 
to bless the donor and silently 
left for another house. 

l.ying along Road 13, 6 kilo­
metres from Lac Ninh town, 
Lac Dien is a newly-built village 
\vithout a tradition. It ,,'as 
named "Thanh Dien" before 
liberation day and" Tich Thien 
'\gTicultural Settlement" at an 
earlir-r date. 1 t was first founded 
early in 1957, at the time CS 
neo-colonialism began penetra­
ting in South Viet Nam, and is 
the producl of this neo­
colonialism. 

Its inhabitants have- come from 
all parts of Viet Nam but stem 
in the main from two origins. The 
smaller part came from the Villages 
of T Ilanh Ch",u and Tan Phong, 
Duy Xuyen district, Quang ~am 
province. In 1955, they had parted 
with their dear ones who \H~rp 

being regrouped in the };orth, 
hoping to return home after thf' 
generaJ elections for the reuni­
fication of the country scheduled 
to be held two years later. But, 
only a few days later, the ,-il­
lagers saw Ngo Dinh Diem'smen 
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[)0head, 'Ih(~mb()\\','l pr -,i,i',11 tilt' 

facf's of about 100 per:-;( m to be 
rqzrol1pccl and thH-W them illtn 
the \'.',IU'r;)l Vi1l1~ 'Ci"inll, Jl],\I.)(" 

('hi (111<1 Thach Bi dall)'< ~!'h~'y 
tlll'm';f']\'c,; \I,·re tied up, ,ltn'\'.)1 

into Jorrit''; and drjY('Jl j,1 ";,':ri­
'ultural settl('nwnt (;,-'ntTL":.,. flit: 
greater part; who calli"] ti.l'lll­

selvC's "Diem's rclati\-t'~, \,~;n' 
Catholic~.; coming from 1il._· ;-";orlh, 
enticed or coerced iillO " 1<)11,)\\ IIlg 

the Lord SOuHlw:ln1." 'l"lll'Y Iud 
ruamed_ through tlw S.JUtil ';CIrt.p­

ll1g a ,')canty Ii'. :;If.',, _,lid Ind 

illi:!!ly l)t;l'll .:;('nl t() TIC)I TJlll" 

then;l virgin jungle infested '.\"i111 
:llhlpilelt's m('';!luito('·; ,llld ',nab> 

Tlws(' t\\ <! grollp:--- ,,11)(" 'l_d(:" fnrl't',j 

te, ! i \'P togvtllvr in camp" surruund_ 
,'d 11\' l!:\ "br' J-\,,' '):-:In:-.;ktn(']F:-i, 
sk!I'vd tJI(" >j;uw· fa~(", bllt had 

Jivcd fur yeac-: in h\'(;:, differellt, 
not to ~:J.\' 1'l'Pusing, \n)rld". 'file 
t"llllrlies ul (,ur pcupk \\anted 
l\) rUfli The Dien into an <·uu!." 
Pil',!," but the-ir atH'mrt, though 
at times oot:-tilled some sllccess, 
l]; the:: end 13 iled, 

A "Stranded" Man 

" ,\t timE' 1 thought (rf 
fleeing. 
confessed tll 1]1-". 

"Thal TlOW 

troops CalUE' 

Loc Ninh. .\ 

~gnyen 

;<Tld 

DlaJl 

Lu()ng 

!:l'wrat I,d 
ot 47, 

Luong bad nn honest, 'jle'n face, 
and \dWJl 1 ~lskl'11 him why ll{' 
did not run aW:1Y, he ans\\'cred 
lHl' wii!J(lu1 hesitatioll: "Not 
bl'CHll,,-e 1 dit not \\-;1])1 lu HeL' 

but lWC:lll'-:C' 1 could nu" 

III tr[lth, 
rt'volutjon 1 WC'llt:-"-fi\,' >:(,:11',,, ago 
;Ind thi-, 11l:l)" lJe rl'gard,'d;)o-; a 

-;I!cces::; u[ the dt'Ct p11\'" <llHI 

C,)t'fciv(: 11'1;\ 11" 'II \' I t'-, ., [11,,' L']H-'ill\". 

_\ uatin:- "f Vall !'lm "'i.1L1g(· 
('lIl an i"lPt ill th,' (~;;Inli h'i\'('r), 
(luang ']'j',I('JI tli :(1 lct. j~)llclllg 

I-linh pr\l\'iliC,' ,\1! r,(/.,n:~ "I;t" 

i'.H'llty ,\":;,- {l1d ',l.lh·:1 (l111'd,IY, 

;tit!'I" \\;h", II" \\;1 ;!';k,~,i ily a 
pfi~·-;t l\1 j()in ,l nll-;I) ,,,'If .. j''i't'Jlce 

unit t() "dr'lt',1I1 Ii,. Clll'::"1 ~,(ll 
[,lith," in n,-upn;'li(ll: \\;til ('h, 
I'-rellcll trllll[,::; 1";[1(;['.\nt, \\(;.'ak­

hearled :Llld a fCl'\"'j]t bl,ji('\('r, 

he vield('(l to till' injclllctl01lc, uf 

his' :--;uperiur, Latl'r, in I Q54, alter 
he had be ell \\'onndec] and 
demobilizotl, the pri("t told 11:111 : 
"The- Lord 11:1'-; Q"(l]H:- SOil t II He 

dullht~'.-I 111;ll, h[lt ri:" ,,'I'll 

10ilo\\'cd tlli" lip \ nit IllIi::1.', 

"Yuu',,\, 1o("n c '-('p,'r::)in,' ',,'1111 
the F!'('llcit .111<1 <-;1) ~'<)(1'\t h('L"J]llt. 

an t:Iif'my (If Vi('1 ,\[illl: '11' HI) 
te, Y'JI1 to (kci(ie \\ 11('\ JW] \ lill i', ill 
~\) or ~;t;tl,"," Tht!'l" ;!.'. 111<'1 l!i' 

lIl'''lllld,' [H' 

went South 
\\if(' and 
.... \-':'rr1-hil:L[ :n 

with his 
children, 
tbe :\,Irth, 

mother, 
lea\"iIlg 

! Iv \\-.l'O ma.de headman of the 
Tich Thi('ll a::,;ricultural :;dtlt"­
nWllt :\lId tht·J1 chief of the 
C,tlH1lir; ("omnHllliLY tlwrp, \\ThCIl, 

in .\.p61 I~)j2, the Loc Niuh 
mil;tary "ectOl \\ as overrun, 
Diyi"ioll 9 sllrrcnc1el'ed and 
C(,jOlH'j Vinh was taken prisoner, 
Ill.' tkd witb the Loc Dien ciyil 
dl'fcTlce plat<.lOll though tbat unit 
kid ]I()t vet been attacked. T11i:--; 
tillW, th~ puppet lruops decamJled 
~,l qnickly tlmt he had no tilllt' 
I , Lil.;r- :llung his family and his 
"I ::nt \' lwlc,nging-, ".-ith llim in hi.c, 
11l"hl' j )n,',', :11 lIamlot TIUe(', 
Cl ~1ll:l11 frulll UU:il1g ;";am had 
t,·Jd ililll :\buut lli~_~ br.lthcr who 
11:((1 [1('('11 kilkd by till' LS licnch­
IlJC'lI ill J '-155, ellt uJl inlu 1nan\' 
11:11": l'l'[ v;-.;prl';('d to tfl(' ';Ul\ 
(,11 t !It ,,'111<; j),[lIk uf I fll" '1 I III nOli 

ri\l'" II" rl'IIlC'HlUt"\"dl til,tt st('~y 
;1,)' [ \\",\', ;'.ir:lld of being ki1]~':l in 
tl](' :,:J\l' \\:lY a'; <L r('pri'oal ,md 
II';\-;"f-; l:i lJl d,\- -.T' hl'(j i)], 

!?,l;,.j J3 

_\b()ut one hundred people, 
including members of tIw civil 
gil:; rd plal(loJ), Blustered OJ] 

hillt(Jp behind the hamlpt· If(, 
'l"kI d tIl(' ci\ i1 guanl chid: 
,,\\'11"11 wi II helicopter..; (" IHIP and 
I.d~,' \h a',\';l~';' TIlt' [p]1",\­

"I':\P[I .,[: "E\\'ll tlw l',;jollt'l ,lll,l 

fi1:1J')1 ha\'\' had t" 1:11.;,. tn their 
III'(], let aJ'I);., u--; 1" alld 11]("11 he 

t!d,led: "fI Y"u C:lllllnt rUll a\\.ty, 
Cullll!lit o-;uiddc, lHn ,lnn't lei til,.' 

\'it:[ C"~I!~ c:lpturt: yuu and cut 
,I.] lll'i"oat ~ 

,L 11(" !t;\,j been injured III onl' 

leg during Ilis service under tIlt' 
l:,TIlCh, he couid not think of 
rUl1uing ,<\,-ar, lleither llacl ht,. thp 
cl111fagl' tu make an attempt \)]'1 

hie; lifl'. Soon :-ltil'r, \dwn nuund,\, 
\\';1'; :1"{Jund, h,' slipped inbl til" 
dn·krr~rt!"I.LJJ ~tlld returnl'r! to hi~ 
J'l()U")l", ! t ". y; it t(:l!3e time tor 
him, l",rlJ'cialiy durillg April and 
.\1a)' 11};'2 \vh('n Iw was li,"ing in 
cunst;11l1 ,tread uf being arre~t(',1 

and munined. OIW (lay, he recei\'" 
eel a visit hum a stranger _ a 
carIn.' hom the dish-ict office~­
to inquire after his health and 
his living conditions. 

"I ]}':1.\'(' '-;{ll1lething to tell YOll, 

he then said, 

"\\-'bat':--; tiLe llLt1ter ?'. 

Lu()ng :tskeo anxionsly. 

"\\le want to make you ham lel 
chief. Yell ha\'e (;xpc·ricTlce in 
doing thi:-i job; besides, being 
chief of the Catholic c()lllmunit'l--, 
it is easy for your to talk to your 
people. " 

Thus a ne,v life began fur ~dr 
Luong. "Th(' hamlet and village 
authnritil'S al'e all old acquain­
tance," he told me. "A-Jy work 
is so c;implc: to 100k :lfh'r pro­
duction, civilian defence against 
enemy bombardement, educatiun 
:lJlrl th(, health of the popul~\­
ti(,n. 

He kept me for cliullf'L Besides 
:1 hot tIe of alcohol the meal 
consi"te(1 of pork, fish paste and 
r:nv \'cgebbll''-;, inCluding gret'11 
b;lllall:-ls, a IlWHll much appreciat" 
l:d hy UlI<tllg' Binh people, 1 
begged his mother a'Tld his \\ ife 
and children to join us but they 
,111 refused, saying that "womell 
an' not allowed to share a meal 
,vith me]]" and I should allo,,­
t hem to take their meal in 
<lllother room. As I insisted, tIl(' 
uli) mother came and sat at a 
di,:;tallcP 1rom the table, After 
'--,()jlH: ht:sitati!)ll, she asked me 
,d){Jut tL( situation of Cathc­
lici'';1l1 ~t sllch places as Don Sa, 
\I\· Ii, ,a, Huong F"hll('ng awl Gia 
HUll!)" ill Quang Billl! province 

"ILllJDldy, r had liy('d there for 
man\' \'l';}IS '-lTd couIll ti:ll }If'r 

~''--cr) th"ing in great detail. Look-
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mg pensive, she laid down her 
bo\vl of rice and said: "We were 
foolish then, "'lye were taken in, 
sir !" 

After taking some sip;;; oj 
alcohol, Mr Luong struck in: "1 
regret that I am too old and \yeak 
to do anything nO\L" 

Firs"t Meeting with the Liheration fighters 

111" D., a native of Quang Oai.-.:.:.":':us this rice and told us to remain 
Son Tay province (Nmth Viet in the shelter, not to go ont for 
~am), was another man who had \';e might get killed by the air-
tried to flee in April 1972. Per- raids." 

":\Iaybc ytln can stay here," the 
young - girl a(lded, "there is 
nothillg to feaL Ther l,)ok very 
kind, " 

:\11" D. stayed_ 
He told m!.) that for last 

han-l':;;t he only I·eaped thirty 
giu (me gia cqu:ds ~\bout 20kg) 
as he wa" !lot yet quite reassured. 
,Vith this crop, he reckoned to 
harvest at le3st 1.50 gia of paddy, 
not to Tnention m,lizf', gl"lJllndtlllt 
and cassava. IHo:; da1lglH'r, Ho;) , 
is no\\" a ml'mber of the 1!1leril.1:1 
unit ot" the hamlf't ~lnd attcllus :i 
literacy cInc;s in the aftenlilun. 

(Hd V" 70, :.l chuTch\varden, 
k.Liling frum Crun XUyl"ll, Hu. 
Tinh pru\·ince (:\orth Viet ·~,'-am), 
was also a "stranrled" man. After 
his \\'ifp's (~e,\th in 1971, he had 
been li;"ing a lunely life. One 

gloomy night at the end of that 
year, he suddenly discovered a 
comet sh00ting ovcr the horizon, 
His friends tultI him that this Was 
an ill omen, and heralded a period 
of war. 

"The WClrst that can happen i,; 
that the Viet Cong will come and 
take oyer," he said. "That doesn't 
matter much to me. I'll stay to 
ring the bell and take ca:-e of the 
church.' , 

One day, 2'\., the IlJ.mlet chief 
from his village, came and told 
him: "All the ~ortherners who 
\\"ent South are on the Viet Cong 
list of person s to be sentenced to 
death and we wil' aU be ... " For 
the last woru he expressively 
hpped hi::; neck \vith his open 
hand. 

This persuaded Mr V. to decamp, 
though be was advanced in years. 
But, his strength failed him and 
he could not run ~\way. Fur one 
month he kept indoors. One day 
a man came to see him: "\\I"hy 
don't you sweep the church 
ground?" he asked. "A place of 
"-orship shou](1 be kept clean, 
Tomorrow,ring the bell to enliyen 
the villa.ge and wake people up." 

Since then, old V. had returned 
to his usual work. 

haps, 01 all the families at Loc 
Dicn village, I-:is W;}S the most 
llnfortunat~. In Il)j4, uespite the 
entrcati(':, of his wife, \':ho even 
thrcat(oned to put an end to her 
life, he was firmly resolved to go 
S,)[lt11. lIe hall a large family: 
six b,)ys ZLnd tWD girls. Now, af­
ter tY\·cnty years oi \\-ar, only the 
youngest c1ctughter is left; she 
\\-as the giTl I bad met in front 
uf the church \vhen I just arriv­
ed aL Loc Dlell. Of hi~ six sons, 
four, serving in the puppet army, 
had dicfl on the battlefield; the 
fifth, also a pnppet s-jldier, had 
uied from (jyer-drinking and the 
sixth one \\';,s leading a wandering 
iie ilc.; a hooligan. 0111is daughters, 

one had left the house in I967 and 
never been heard of since· Mr D. 
had run a\\"ay because of fear, 
but also bccan~c he ,,-anted to 
flee from the terrible situation of 
his family. ~larlc insane by suf· 
fering, 11is ,vile sat all day long at 
the foot of a mango tree, calling, 
one by one, the names of her dead 
sons ;lnd those of her dear ones 
living in tile ?>lorth. At times, she 
lookell mournfully at her husband 
as if to say "it is you \vho arc 
responsible f, \I" this dp'-'peratc si· 
tuation. " 

Severance with the Past 

The Loc 0l~!lh l.nilitary sector 
,\-:\.s takcn by the liberation army 
in the spring of f972. D. had 
only time to take a bUIlllle of 
clothes he lud prepared lH..'£ore­
hand, ::tIld he Iled, \vcaring only 
a nair OJ knee breeches. That 
night the \<;ind \\.:~::; cold; he un­
did the bundle tn change his 
clothes, but found that it was his 
daughter's. He returned home to 
fet.eh his own clothes; his daugh· 
ter g;,ve him half a baU of ric~. 
Astonished, lle asked \\,here It 
came from. 

"The Viet Cong - sorry, the 
Liberation fight(:rs - gave il til 
me," his daughtf:r n'pIied. 

"The Viet COile have ~ome 
here, then ?" 

"They G.nly pdssed hy, but 
don't call them 'YJ( t Cong'" 

"Did ihey S:Ly anything?" 

"They askcll 115 whether ,ye 
were hungry. r rf'plied 'No', but 
mother :.;,licl. 'Yes'. S0 th~y gave 
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~\Ir 1'1"O, chairman of the revo­
lutionary people's council of Loc 
Dien village, led me to the COllS­

truct ion site of a primary school. 
The atmosphere was gay: 0111 
carpenters bu:;y with n~eir w(Jrk, 
young pt·r,pk c:1rrying (,~lrth or 
building (oun(Lltion:=;, olel women 
splitting bamhoo bths or boiling 
\vater, ;md little children runnin~~ 
<lrouIHI everywhere. 

"This is something ncw in our 
village," he sui(l. Afraid that I 
did not 1]T1(1erstand him, he ex­
phi ned : "-::-.Ji"ver before could 
you h;n'c '"('en Quang Narn ppu­
pIc and Catll,)liG~; 'refugees' from 
the North sitting 01" working to­
gether. But as you see 110\\" they 
are contdbutiIlg building mate­
rials awl working 1ogether, and 
their children are stu(l,,"ing in the 
same school" . 

'·TIl(' childn·n did llnL study 
together formerly?" I asked. 

"!\o, " he saiu. "In IIamlc1 
Three, wcll-(jff families :;ent their 
children to private schools in 
to\vn, the poor ones left theirs 
illiterate. In Hamlet Four, chil­
dren went to a school rnn by 1 he 
Catholic sisters." -

I asked why a new school had t{J 
be built when there was :ilready 
a primary school in the vmage. 
"Yes," the chairm8n said, "the 
old school is still there. In T961J 
the Saigon authorities gZlye us 
building material nnd money to 
repair it. But a military post \vas 
built between the school and the 
market, and the school was used 
more as a shield protecting the 
post than as an educ<.Ltional in­
stitution. No children went to 
that school." 

"Now that 
removed, \Vh\ 
repa.ired and 
asked. 

the post. h8S been 
wasn't the ~~chool 
put""' into use?" I 

"The people's council had the 
same idea," Mr Tro said "But 
the inhabitzlllts dill not agree. 
They said they kIted all things 
that belonged to t he devil; they 
would rather build ~l new school 
for their children." 

I think myself that this dislikf" 
of the old - school is simply a 
question of sentiment. :\('verthe­
less, it shO\\ls 0]1(' thing; everyone 
here is wanting to make a very 
definite break with the pao;t. 

NGUYEN SINH 

VlET NA1'vI COURIER 



STRIKING 

TillS year, "Binh Da 2," a 
co- (;perativc of l}il:h. )I~nh 
commune, Tha.nh Ual (hstnct, 

Ha Tay l-'rovince, 11ar'\"\"st:(1 1,°50 
tC,llS uf spring rice, <tn lIlcreasc 
of .fOU tons (6r .5%) over r972, 
(lIP' (jf the' Ul'.-;t crups so far. 

TIJe yid,l Wel"O t"5 tow.-" pcr 
hf'ctare on a total acrl'agt.: ot lb2 

hE-ctares. 

Tkit bumper kl.r\'est madt: it 
po,.,~d .. de fur "Binh _ Da 2" to 
deliver to the State 83% of the 
yearly deliveries o[ paddy (150 
uut of 1,';U tOilS) \\'hile 100 Inllre 

tons 'were sold by co .. op members 
10 the Statt· trade sen-ice at 
market price. 

These re'mits were due to the 
growing on ho% of the, plantine 
areas 01 a nnv rice stram, Hr, of 
higber yicl(l and greater resistance 
to unfavourable weather condi­
tions and plallL dis~ases than the 
old variety Sung nghief' 8. 

This ha'3 been made tJossible by 
the re-:lrrJ.ngement of the fields. 
b.rge-~c,tk ilTig<ltion work, the 
practice of illten~iye culture ~ a 
col1ectiYt-ly-o\\'ned henl of nne 
thou~atld pigs supplies most ot 
the organic lllanure~the meclun­
ization (J1" ploughing which 
('nablt'" the strict obseryance of 
the plantillg ,;che(lule al1l1 the 
impr(j\'emcnt of m~lnJ.gerial \vork. 

In tht" last-named field. the 
co-opf'ratiy<c' has judiciously 
applied the s~'stem of (. three­
point" contract, which is signed 
uy f''-lch \\'ork team am! fixe.;;;: 

- illE' quantity of paddy to be 
cieliyen'd after the han"est : 

"- the prodllction costs, and 

- the number of work-days 3.nd 
wdrk-points. 

That managel'ial measure is 
taken sllllUltaneously with the 
esbbli:-;lunent of technical ll(Jrms 
tor each tash. 

All the above technical and 
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managerial innovations have 
been achievcd on Iv thanks to the 
f'stablishment of new socialist 
relations of production gradually 

consolidated un the L>asi,:; of 
technical improvement. On this 
score" Binlt Da 2 'I :oet::-; a C')l1-

Yincing example. 

FACT,'" AND EVFNTS 

I?esurgence 0/ 
Ihe Saiqoll 

W ITH the departltrr vj 
the GIs, "'/Iv IlIlIl 

/>Iellty 0/ greenbacks, lor one 
ycar JlOlR) the Saigon eCOJ/o­

my has been at its last gasp. 
h,/lalivn, "nemployment and 
the high cost of li'l)1'Jlg arc 
hitting hard all all sections 
oj the/>a/mlatioll. lVith his 
lricl1d and hoss Graham. 
:1Iartill, Thien has been 
tryillg to wring more moncy 
out oi TVashingfoJl. 

However the C'S Congress 
groU's su"rly.' the I ,500 mil 
lioll credit requested by thi' 
Admil/istration ill jalltJltr ol 
Sa.igOll jor 1974 has been cHI 
dOI.£'l1 fa 1,126 ·million. This 
'- ... ·ill also be the ceiling lor 
"975, though 1,600 miilioll 
dollars ha;!e been demanded. 

In its attempt to J'e(J/:ve the 
Saigon economy, fVash£J/gtol1 
has ((;,'orked Ou! fl formula. 

According iiJ the Saigon 
dail\' Dien Tin, thai' los to a 
gCnt.-:rous airiRralltedbi' theUS' 
a new industr\, "(I'ill be started 
Iti) in Saigon. Factories will 
be built to iurn Ollt ... bombs 

Economy? 

and tlJJlllwnitioJ1. oj <.-'arwu.s 
kinds. Specifically, ii is to 
be hea'i'Y !lriillery shells alld 
:11'16 bulleis io begill zeilh, 
u/eapons u:h£ch zt'ill proudly 
bear the inscription" kIade 
in Viet .Yam." Thns, in his 
oWln wav, Th[c'lI- is .hu.!tino . .. r b 

1-nto prachee the slogan oj 
(' self-reliance. " 

From ~S'a.zgoJt it is report­
ed that Thiel< has obtained 
the help oj his West Germall 
friends lor the illstaliation 
of a moderll printing-house 
/01' the making oj bank·notes. 

Jizmitiolls alld bank-notes, 
produ.ced at wilL... This is 
ali that is lIeeded I,) strength· 
en S'aigon ecrmom.),.' 

Up to 11010 only one branch 
is being o'i'eremployed and 
is o/jering jobs: this is, 
according to a. Saigon daily, 
the pris01I admim:stratiol1. 

lVitlt these three 1:ntlt-tS­

tries: (lr1Jlamenis, 7)(lllh-'!lotes 
and prison..;;, the ,,)'aigon econ­
on/-\, u,'iU knozw a llCZQ boom. 

The ouly loser.' peace! 
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,,- Ul~ mnre th~m ten yrars, 
"llcc('~si\'(' ;ulrninistrations in 

Thailand hay(' proyed efkcti.Yl~ 

;cccnmpllc('s of the l'S in ib; 
;lggressi...-~ "\ilr against the coun­
tli~'s (Jf Indu~h:n:1,. 

rhey h8."\"(' ~\.nihori;r.c(l the {;S 
t,) usc Th~dlanc! as an air base 
{(If its aircralt i.n atblCks against 
::\,\rth Vit'1 ~all1, Lads ao(l 
( i lur,c1ia a~~d as a supply-base 
I' i' the Tkti and Laotian righ-
;'i t::'(I;\P:~ in I"Ol'js alld the 

IC'.I(~ti,'narY 10rces i!t Cambodia. 
();~ .\rneri~~{lll cnlcrs, they sent 
~u cIJ!llb;l.t h;!thdicms t(l Laos 
; ".1' one (;i\"j,,\on til S:lUth Viet 
:<;ttn t(1 part icipat(' directly in 
1 I", aggn:·,,;<.:1 \"C. \\,,,r h('si(1c tl,e US 
a'1d p~lppd t1"( ops. By using 
'.1':1:-1 tcrriUhY ac; a luse for 
~lttacks awol bnmbing rai(15 
~"",inst Lac.:" the CS has 
iI"c,r~:l1lly ~"il lated .\rticle 2 (j) 
of the lkcbrdt ion nf tlle "t\eu~ 
l\,di~y uf L,\l):-' s,)li-mnly signetl 
by ',he "US, T:l<1ilallc1 and uther 
c,')c:ntricc;, hich stipuhltes: 
"T:ley [thi' signa'",\riesl 'will 
)l;,t usc the territor),' 0t any 
l~i;l,.,try, including their o\vn, 
ft,' intcrferencl' in the internal 
;',fLirs of lhe Kingdom of 
I.acs. " 

The ruk ,Jf Thailan(l in the 
LJS \var in Lndochina is very 
important. Le 1\1onde diplomati~ 
ijue of February I974 \"l1"ote: 
"Cher more than t(,ll years, 
\"lli . .; country has played the role 
of tile ' grc~(t .-\mericah rear base' 
in tlw Indochina conflict. 
\Vit hout "nch an important 
dircralt-carricr and such all 

il:lportant re::r base, the l~nited 
St;\lcs wouhl no (loubt have 
1w(';1 more reluctant to get 
il1ydYed S'J deeply in the 
C011:1ict." 

Things arc nmv exactly the 
:,' !l~e as before. 

),fter the signing of the Paris 
.\greement on Viet NaIll and the 
\' ientianc Agreement on Laos, 
11h' 'L:S has continuE'd using 
'rl1J.iland <:\:5 (1 base in its attempt 
to h~\mpel" the rcstorati,.l1l 01 
r~-'ace in these two conntri.ec;. 

Remains a War Base 

a deterrent force 11l Southeast 
Asia r-timed at the Indochinese 
cuuntrics. The USSAG h(1s 
direct communication~-' \\"lth Sai­
gon, Phnom Penh, Vientiane, 
SAC (Stratt'gic .\ ir Command) 
(tnft even with the White House. 
l\ow it has at its disposal 600 
aircraft and 6,000 to 6,500 
pilots and it is E'fillipped ,'lith 
two IDM-360 computers, a radar 
system and ,1. DART network 
\~'hich can receiYe and analv."e 
intelligence reports from sens~')j"s 
drnppecl by the US on all the 
IIlllochinese baltlefields (Far -E.lst, 
ern l:.:conumic Review, July 2, 

I973)· 

The CS continues lo use the 
military port of Sattaliip f(11· the 
shipment of wea.pons 1n the Lon 

,;-- --

Nol troops ill Phnom Penh cl,lld 
NaIll PhUllf;: base for the lraining 
of cmnnwlillns tf' Lle sent tfJ 

C;:l.mbodi;\ 

spies and C()lllmanlios into be,' 
liberated zone. 

Thus, bot1:1 the US awl Thai, 
land hn.\'e seriously violated 
Article 20 of the january 2;, 

1973 Paris ,-\greement and Adick 
8 of the March 1973 Act of 
the Intcl'll:1iiollal Conference on 
Viet Nam and the Februarv ZI, 

1973 Vi{'ntiane Agreement' OT'. 

Laos. 

The US occupation of Thailand 
and lts use of Thai territory as 
a springboard to attack th(' 
Indochinese countries suggest that 
Thailand is in danger of hein;; 
turned into a hotbed of war ifJ 

Southeast Asia. In the language 
of the deputy provincial chief of 
Nakhorn Phanom, this is "a big 
thorn thrust into the flesh" ot 
Thailand. 

The Thai people have been 
aware of this danger for a long 
time and have tried to resist i1. 
That was why in ,-\ugu:.t I913· 
the Bangkok authorities had to' 
negotiate with the US: t i'!\. 
August 24, I973 (!S~Th8.i\;"\l,: 

1 t has transicrrccl the US Air 
Command from Saigon to ~(lkllOrn 
f'h:lI10lli where it h:1S ~,d up the 
J"illt Casualty Rcse:'l."c!t Centre 
(JeRe) and tllc t.:S SUPPOl·t 
.\ctlyitiC's Group (C:SS.\C~). The 
TCRC is ill fac1 :1 centre to 
~lin=,ct espionage actiyit ic~, in 
Indochina, and the 1JSS,\G i" 
uften publicized by' the l~S.\. a-

AileI' tlw restoraiion (If p('(1('(' 
in Laos, the US klS traw;~crrt'd 
a llllIUbt'r (,t its h'~~·:', I()rmcrh 
situated I:n inland, tu ;lrc~:'s 
close tu tIlt' TllailalH1-Laos 
hontier alon~ tbe :\lekong r1\'er 
bank. Eyery day, .\nwric'!ll 
aircraft taking off frum Tbaibnd 
fly reconnaissancf' figllt:-o ()ver 
the airspace d Lane; and dr_ 'p 

Joint Communique stipulated 
that in September 1973, the l TS 
would withdraw from Thailand 
3,550 military personnel cllld lO() 
aircraft. This is nothing campa! ed 
with the number of US tro, l[h 

and aircraft recently trallsfcn "tI 
from South Viet Nam, nnt t,l 
speak of the 45,0(lO truops ::tl1d 
600 aircraft alreculy basrd ill 

Thailand. }"[()!'eo\'cr, altn fill' 
August 17, uJ73 statement ut 
Thai Prime l\linistcr ThallUII\ 
Kittikachorn, thi.s is a cOllditi0r~~1 I 
withdra\val to be carric(1 oul ill 
,wveral phases related 1 ) security 
requirements in S(JUthca~.t Asi<l. 
Also in this statement Thanom 
KittikachorIl s,-tid: "I hl :v":CC>lllll 
ot the nn!'.tablc siLtlation in 
Cambodia and the other [nu(l­
chinese countrie;;, we think It 
necessary to keep 11-52 bombCi":; 
here as a (Jctcrrent." On .\UgUSl 

'23, 1973, he repeated 1 hat "1'111' 
wilhdraw31 of CS truops frolll 
Thailand nuy takc yea!';," ap, I 
on October 10, 1973: "1 c1nnt' 
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thin k ill;lt all the LTS 1 i-OOpS 
Sh()lll,l \\'jj-]1(lra\v from Th:l1laml." 

\ i, \ r the ovcrthruw of the 
felli,1I11 Prapllas clique and the 

i~()nling into power of the Thrull­
J1LL~~ak government, the negotia­
~ 'nIlS on the withdrawal of L~S 
tn'"ps {HIm Thaibnd wert' l~al1ed 
,f' 

ll:l\ve Chullasap;_lya, Thai Dc­
l, ill:t' }Iinister in the nc\\- guvrrn-
11-;'t_T:t, declared: "The US tw;)PS 
will withdraw only whell tll('ir 

C,l~\l'-il.'c, in Thaihnd prove 10 

Ell' 110 longer l]('cE'sc;ary" (CP/, 
1) '1 2_1-, IC173)' 

~\Ieanwhi]e, l-S ;jctivitie~ show 
'J ~ intentinn t'-) make a l()n,~ stay 
,;1 Thailand: It hac; f,li,c,ed '{t~; ;,id 
t () 1 !uiland tu ,~ !Jillio1l dU1ldT'S 
~!l1d :.;iven ;!110tjWf 65() milli'ln 
d· iiar-.; f,q- t be COllstnl<:tilJ!l of 
milrLu'Y pr':'ir'cb. The t-\,\ h,-Is 
~;,~l1(,il a C(1ntr,\ct \'."lIJl .\ir 
\llleriCl y,\lucd at -p.4- million 

'1,)l1ars (twice the previous figure) 
filr cUlltinl1()us recl)nn:lissilnce 
flighl.~ amI dropping kaHeh and 
t'l_IIlll1l.:.lJ1dos on t he guerilla 
Lr)l1(", in Thailand_ In the fiscal 
ye,q' 197:-;-1(174, the l-S 'lgreC'd to 
gr" 'll Thinland an culditinnal aid 
(-,f I6,~ million dollar,:; to be 
SpE'1:1 on the Public Security 
Pl'J~:~'alllIl1C (in bet <L pacification 
pr, \'! ramIDe), T ugd hl'j with Japan, 
it . tU(licrl the use of nuc1('~lr 
P , "cr for liig:;ing it e;~l1:ll t h.rUllgh 
til-' Kra jo;thtni!s, so as tn shorten 
tJ-w route fr,)111 the Fac.itic to the 
1 Il,iian Oce;~ll to he USC\t by the 
;l-h Fled. Tn LIte Dr'c,'mlwr -I973, 
1 h,-' Am!'>ric,m company N01·th-

1[1 -;i,;w'\~ \\ i1 h til(: Thai 
~u\'Cninl('llj :1.11 .tgnx·nH'li! r,n 

tho' buih1l1lg of a new ,1irlidJ 
"11 tht' outskirh of Bangkok_ On 
\by 3, 1974. 26 _ .... rnerican B-S2 

il"<ltegic bomber" taking off 
\1, >in Gu,-nn 1.':ld(',1 IJll t-tapao 
.Ild,r:ltl on tll" p;·ctc"d of ".1voitl­
LI1'_~ st,llLtlS. Unt ill lact, the CS 
"Illlpl~; \vantl'd to p(oi)C the 
I e_"..:t 1 '11 of Tl;,,j puhlic opiniun. 
[i 11 )thinp, h,lppellvd, tiH'se 
ain'Lc)t wnuLl b(' left in Thaihnu 
t'o,- ,I ]()ng time :15 a dctern-'nt. 

_\t lll,,~ tim':, tilt' 1'1,;;" 11' )ple 
'x(,,-,' l'l:,ctin;4 ::;lr"IL.;l:-- ag: 111"t 
,:~C Cl \, Sr.', :u apfw(ls(' ,(('hl, 

"11 J,ulUary " 197 ~ tJ~,' \·S 
D"partml'nt of Defe;!'T '(',;\JI; vJ 
;,) ,;lL' ,rick uf ·.-it '(lra,,,iI1~_) :\,70'.) 
l1}OH tr<'(lpS. j),.lt ;lccC>tiling t,) 

CPI (Jalluar:, ~~, T9/-f) ',;~i-.; (imp 
!lot a ,inglv hc)mb,', (," Lg:l-;tcr 
,\-as with(l;'d:,nl and Ae '~.i'llll1ary 
,. T')7-1-) comnH ,It{'(] tInt ,Hr', 

this \\-i.thnril'.,,·al, _\merican troop'i 
in Th;-liland stillnurnhcre(l 3_1,tlou. 
TI,!, I tl~; ,111>r:c'lss TiliiCS of :\I:ll-ch 
." t<l7-t dic,cl(l~('d that the l'Ulpan 
Sid tallip h(lse cnmplpx \\'\)ulcl 
r"lluin indf'fillitch' in CS hands 
il l~I'lh('r pe;lc(~ ~\';lS rc~toiec1 in 
11l,l,whill,t "r r,ot. 

(); COl1t"e. I iH Thai p('(l]Jh:: 
\' ,_ ,,-,~ not to be fuoled by i-I'_c 
]','\" :\lllf'ric<lll lri :k. E\"('TI in 
~Ii·' r:)<li P;lrlLlInent. many :\lPs 

qllCStir11 r_.l the Thctll1ma~':;"lk 

gOYl'nll'" ",11. (!Jl the l'S miliLn-Y 
pn',s(>Jll,'(' ill Th'liland. On F{'bru;n-y 
15, 1\174, the Thai Deputy Primp 
.\I;'1]c;tn h;nl to promise that 
he \\o;llzi review all the agrce­
ments signed \vith the 'US on the 
ba~;i·, ('I' eqwtlity, e'luity, and 
1"( 'T)(-~'1 !l:: 11;],t:011a1 slJvercignty, 

TI1{' __ \-Imc l, ~9, 1974 ('~; --

Thcl1Lnd jdi!~1 conl1nuniqll~ W:l.S 
>-~u'~'d 11; ~:i(lCIt circumstances. 
Helt this 15 only another 
m:tJlU:tl\TC lo calm down public 
\'pinion _\ccording to the com· 
llluniqne, the US will withdraw 
['),()Oll lil0rc' tr()ops by the end 
(,J :;:9,\. 13/11' at the S<1me time 
It rcaifinn':1 t:)(Lt the US will 
ll1ail)t-;lin 
Tha,i1;lll(\ 
rleh'rrent. 

" military force in 
illiJeJi<1itcly as ,~ 

\\.dkd ing l',)pnhi r lllrlignatioll, 
!he ::\-1;,1' 2,3, 197,1 sc~~sion (,f till' 
rhai Pa:iiamelli agreed to (liscnss 
I bill ~ngS{,!--,t('.J by (''-.-Foreign 
.\tinistcr Tll1nat l\homcu:, \vhich 
lIl~li-l' It iilcg,d f(.r foreign 
;r,', ps I., bE' i'iil"ociucetl intu 
T!uil;Uld '1' h'r troop~ a.lready 
:L;t\(;llcd ill t!,c c()uniry to pro­
hng th('[;' scrvi::c there without­
the 811t-JlOri7atilJ11 of Parliament. 

\Vhen the first Thammasak 
gc)\'er'Jl11ClJt \\-ao; uyeTthro\\'n 
(,n ~Ia:' 22, I()7.1-, a c;ocia1i..-.;t fr();lt 
C lJ1sisting of ni]](; !';1Xtics declan',l 
that it would suppurt :\1r 
Th~ullmasak in forming a new 
gnvcnllncnt (Ill cUliclitiun tlu.t 
11(' \\-urkecl to eliminate the 
irdl1lcnce uf Jot'(,lp,il cmlntric:.;, 
especi;dly the LS, anu dismantle 
lTS milit'ary b<l.ses in Thailand 
(1FP, 2IIay 26, 1')7,1). 

:'Ianv _-\nwrican lwliticians a.lso 
belie\'\; t)!:-,t CS tn;ops shnuld be 
withdr;~-.\ 11 from Thaiian(l and 
Southeast Asia,. :\cc.onling to 
.-i P (:\Iay 3, r97,1). H_obcrt l\i:'-.., 
jlre::;id_ent uf tll? l'S lI()llSC :\s;;'nl 
<Lilli l\:ciflc SUO-CU1l1111itte0, held 
lllat ii \Y;-h time to withcira-w L'S 
troops hum )..::-.ia. In his opinion, 
the g:l-cai<:';;t dangu' to peace and 
US secm·ii y ,\'as the p~'l'sencc 

111 Tl"dl:ll!d of .3J,()(j() LS para-
1-"'(1]1'_ ('lltl"llStc(l witl1 t!lC task 
(jf d('fcn(ling -:\guyen Van Thien's 
gOH-'rnllJent in South Viet Nam, 

The ,VUu','t,'eer', of February 1 S, 
T97--1- dL;,.::l :,-c-d th:t't, when J1f' \\"as 
Ddensf' Secret ;~ry, l\-Ie1vil1 L;li-,-d 
\':ac, also1n favr.r::r( {witrldra\':ing 
,]11 CS t·c,)OP" from T11,1 iland (,!lee 
t Le Paris). greeI1H'llt \,:;,~ signed. 
B,lt :\i);on \\'ishccl tv keep 25,('\)() 

CS troop:> in TJ:ailawi fur a lung 
t-ill1e, ctliming that the CS still 
lwc1 the obligatiun tu gi\-e ;dr 

support td South Viet }'lam, 

~o one in S'lUtJ1f'<lsl A,.:l'-l is 
tJncatening trw security c,f the 
l~-SA \.if Thailan(l. ! Ll maintain­
ing ib; truops and military bases 
in Thailand, the 0nly ai.ill uf the 
C:S is to carry out its nco-colo­
nialist policy in S,)llthE'<1st Asia, 
to protect the puppet administTa­
tiuns in Ci.mbodi;l :-,nd South 
\'iet NoIll anl1 the jX(J-LS reac­
tionaries in L:~os_ On their part, 
lhe Thai people are \\-cll a\yan: 
that, so :ong as -CS trvcrs 
remain in Thaibnd, there lS a 
danger of war hanging over the-ir 
he"_ds, while their life \vill be 
;11--:','211rC an.1 01--·ir fine tra(1itiollS 
wiH b~ trall1pkrt upon, 

The 1.'5 mus~ C1l\~ 1\s mihta-_y 
pn'~:ence in 1'h,_,ilJn~1. This is all 
impe;-ati\'C a:1J j,t~t dCll'_<Lnd fo:' 
lLe pj:(~Cn';,1 \(1]1 d peace nnd 
I;,:.lion'll iIhicpclJ;I'.-ncc in this 
,lrC,L, 

r{y SO~ 
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FAcrs AND EVENTS * 

Phnom Penh: 

When the US 
Sets Up the New 

M
ILITAHY setbacks, eco­

nomic difficulties, and the 
moyemcni "of intellectuals 

,-"nel school and college ~tudents 
in Phnom Penh against the (lraft 
am~ the high cost of liying­
Whl~-:h Oll June 4- caused the death 
of Keo Sang Kim, minist.;T of 
education, and his ;lssi~t;:l11t 
Thach Chea in a clash brt ween 
the students and the pollcr' - all 
these ha\'e landed the Phnom 
Pr:nh adlllinish\ltion in ;lllothcr 
seri()u5 crisis. 

Not Imowillg ·which way to 
turn, Lon Nol, on thE' onl' hand, 
cracks dO\vn savagely on j-he 
protesters and on the other, 
s3cks the gener;)ls ,,,,hom he holds 
rc;,;pol1si ble for the defeats on the 
battlefields. The internal contra­
dictions between the yarious 
cliques (those of Lon No}, Sirik 
;"Iatak and Cheng Heng) are 
growillg deeper and deeper. 
\Vithin a few days, Vice-Premier 
Op Kim Ang and seven ministers 
;JD(l two vlcc-minist.ers in the 
Lon.~ Baret Cabinet tC'n(lned 
their resigna.tions. Although, in 
his capacity as Head of State, 
Lon Nol requested th('m to 
ITcollsiLler thc;ir resignations. 
they ('xprcssed lheir determind-
1 ion not 1-0 co-operate wii h J ,on 
Nol <:111(1 LOTl~ Bnrel. This aif;Jir 
cllc1r"(i \yilll t11(' reslgnatioll of the 
whole cabinet. 

But the ll1;\n must aIfcc Lt d by 
lhat situation i_> Niv)Il because, 
according to Reutl]Y (June If, 

T9n), American officials have 
made it deal" that any cclbind 
reshu We 111 a y weaken the position 
of t11f) Khmer Republic an!1 thf' 
efforts of the Nixon administra­
tion to convince the US Congrcss 
io approve aiel grants- to 
C;lmborlia. 

FACTS AND EVENTS * FACTS AND EVLNTS 

Ambassador 
Puppet Cabinet 

'with sixtcf'n members in which 
Lon Nol's Social Republican 
Party grabbed the biggest number 
of seats. Pan Sothi, the" Partv 
Secr(,tary-General, doubles the 
funct ions of First Vice-Premier 
<lllU Minister of Education (to 
cope with the seething students' 
movement). Cheng Heng's clique 
got two portfolios. Sirik I\Iata.k's 
I<epublican Party not llnly 

__ ~ __ --0-____ =_"" ____ _ 

LAOS: A First 

S
JXTY days ha,.·e elapsed since 

the formation in l..-a()s of 
the National Political Council 

of Coalition C:-;IPCC) and the 
Frovisional Goyernmellt of Na 
tional enion (PGNU) on April 
j, J.()7 {. 

These h'"u ()rgans nf po-weI', 
Ow highest in Laos, working in 
tbe two cities of ViE"'ntiane and 
Luang Prabang now ('ssent ially 
nl'utmlize(l, haH' carrie(l out 
llHlly task;; 1ull (If ~igtlificance. 

refrained fr0m t<tkmg part in illl 
new cabinet in protest against 
Lon Nol's Party which h;\d got 
hold of 126 sea.b in the Parlid­
ment., but also t.hreatenc(l tn 
expel any of its members who 
co-operated with Lon -:\01 (Rcuto', 
June 16, 1974)· 

:'lore than e\-er, the Americans 
;Ire behaving openly as the bosse:'-­
in Phnom Penh. According to A F 
of June 14, 197+, John. G. Dean 
has been meeting Long Bore! 
almost every day evcr since thl' 
crisis broke out, and the fact 
that Long Baret has been cho:"ell 
as Premier sho,v5 that he kls 
secured the staunch support (of 

the American ambassador. 

John G. Dean nuy rest ulJlknt 
for the time being. However, the 
contradictions bet\veen the 
yarious cliques in Phnom llf~nh 
will not decrease as ill(' nf'\'­

Cabinet is composed alma"t 
solely of members of Lon Nal's 
Party. As for the popUlation 
living under the puppets' control, 
<I change of government does not 
make any difference to them, for 
anyway every new policy "is 
;tlways decided by l 15 Ambassa.dor 
John G. Dean" (AP, ]une I7· 
(974)· 

Balance-Sheet 

Z,), 1974 to Prince Souphanou­
Hl11g, Chairman of the ~PCC, 
King Sri Sa-van;; Vatthana 
pointed out: "All the decisiun'i 
taken by the National Political 
Council of Coalitic'll ;Ir(' aimed 
at bringing all the Lao together 
and creating an a.tmosphen' of 
equality, a consclc)Usness of their 
responsibility for all Lao citizens 
throughout the land of Laus. In 
a word, they are gi\"ing back 
the same duties and the ~al1H' 
rights to all tlle Lao penpk. ,. 

\Va:;hillgton :tt Ollce commanded 
1\>1111 GUllther Deel11 , the liS 
:\mb:1,;sadol" ill Phnom Penh, to 
lJ- ,:nrlish his magic V\,JlHl and put 
SOll1(c order iJ1 too the puppet 
appaLLtus. As a result, on june 
17, 1974 a new government 
hcadC'd by L01lg Boret \ya,s formed, 

T1H' NPCC llas held its first 
se,;SlOtl "hich appruvecl its own 
statutf':-;, passed temporary regu 
lation::; Cln the guarantee of 
demoer;!tie freedoms to the popu 
lation and drew up a political 
program for the huildillg of the 
Kingdom of Laoc' into a peaceful, 
independent, neutral, democratic, 
unified and prospewus country. 
In his message sent on l\-'lay 

The PG1\ C, for its part, has 
unanimously apllroyco ,1 rq· 
point programme of action tn 
strengthen the ,ldministrallH 
apparatus so that is "hould br 
equal to the n€w situation and 
the new task and agreed to 0pp0;;(' 

the ultra-rightist reactionaries in 
their attempt to revive tht, 50-

called "Vientiane National 
Assembly, ,. ;, 11l,11ICCU\-re t(l 

14 \'\FT ;\".\:1\ CCH'F iFF 



FACTS AND EVENTS * F,ICTS AND EVENTS 
* PAei'S .:lAD EVElVTS 

hinder the activities and oppose 
the role of the NPCC and PG~;;U. 

The Central Joint Commissirlll 
for the Implementation of the 
Vientiane Agreement, the third 
body of coalition, has mm'ed 
ahead with the neutralization of 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang 
and agreed to sct up mobile 
joint teams with the task 0f 
planting boundary-markers as a 
step to a lasting cease-fire. 

::-';evertheless, apart from the::;e 
positive achievements, the situa­
tion in Laos is not yet free 
from the cJJlTIvlications cre;ltc'd 
by US policy, the activitie."i elf 
the ultra-rightist and the lack of 
goodwill on the part of the 
Vienti<.l.llr side: 

- The cease-fire has not been 
fully implemented. The pbnting 
of temporary cease-fire markers 
especially in disputed zones is 
still being dragged out. The 
Vientiane armed forces ~ire still 
encroaching upon the territories 
under the patriotic forces' COll­

trol, leading to an unstable 
situation along some fronts such 
as Sebangphay, Hinboun. Pak 
Ou, Pak Song. 

-- ::\Iany of the provisions 
dealing with the ncutr:_-t1ization of 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang 
have not been fully respected: 
thousands of Vientiane troops, 
in addition to the number allo\\"­
ed, have been scattered in 
government officvs, and infiltrat­
ed among the ci\,ilian popula­
tion ~o as to continue their 
occupation of these two cities 
in a clandestine fashion. Heavy 
gllns, armoured troop-carriers and 
T-28 planes belonging to the 
~Tientiane side are still remaining 
ill and around these cities. Their 
aircraft continue to fly H'conn;cis­
sance missions and to threaten 
the patriotic forces' regrouping 
centre::;. 

-- The "Special Forces" set 
up, equipped, trained and com­
manded by the Americans, an 
important manifestation of the 
es inyolvement in Laos, have 
not been dis banded; on the 
contrary they have been strength­
ened and reinforced and are 
still being used for operations 
of encroachment, haras~_;mcnt and 
sabotage against the libNcl.ted 
areas. n.2mocratic liberties haye 
not yet been guaranteed to the 
people who are not frce to 

move about. The oycrwhelming 
majority of th~ people coerced 
tu take refuge during the war 
arc not being helpecl to return 
to thei rhome '"'ill ages , the 
"refugee camp:-i" are still in 
existence. 

- Thuugh the US and Thai­
land declare that they ha',e 
withcli:OlWll their tr'oops aml 
military advisers from L~lOS, 
many American officers are to 
be seen at the US Embassy 
and Con~_;lllates and ill such 
organ", as (JSJS and USAID, and 
they continue to take command 
of military operations in Laos. 
BCl\veen I\Iay I and 21, 197+ 
alone, American aircraft yiolated 
lhe air;,;p~lce of the liberated 
wne 68 time:; along Road 9 and 
i\h10ng Phin, Chepone (Savan-

- -----'-"'--------- --" -'-----,---

Ilukh(;tj \\'ith re.';.u-L~ to TILli­
hlld 011 JI1L1C' .5 -~Ind /" 197'1-, 
Thai trr)ups wnn.'{ 1ime~; yi,)btcd 
Lao h'lTitori,d \\'3.ters on the 
l\IeKollf; 1'i'.'('r illH.l chased or 
preY,~11te(1 ciyiliall:c; from moving 
to Clnd ~ru :lcross the brJElcr. 

- On tlie other 'bank of the 
~[('k<jll.'~ river, the Amcric-tn~ 
aw n: ,'JIYl'd to l~lailltain t.he 
US anne.-1 forces i1l Thaihnd as 
a "detel rent' f(;J"cc ,,~{;dnst the 
Induchiile~'(' c,-mnlries ,1nil to build 
military bases nCGr the Lno'3-
Th:-liJall'l b(lf(h~r, thus din-'ct 1y 
threatening t11C in::epC'ndencf>, 
peace i.l!vl n~~lltr:dit\T of Laos, 

The Lao patri,)tic fOJ-'Ces, to­
gether \yith :)-11 the LaC" people wl]() 
stand iLIT' {Jcacc, neutrality all,1 
national c0l1cord, \\-ill ITl1lain 
c.)Qstantly vigil;'ili 

The American Peace Forces 
Continue the Struggle 

THE anti - war mo\'ement, 
which the Nixon administra­
tion thought it could stamp 

out after January 27, 1973, still 
goes on, dra'wing SUPPOl-t from 
yarious sections of the American 
peoplc-, The most recent activity 
of tlle fighters in this mo\'(~ment 
\vas an effort to persuade the 
American Congressmen to prevent 
the Xixon administration from 
increasing aid to Thieu, 

This action was carried out bv 
the" Indo,~hina Peace Cu.mpaign j, 

(I PC) and the" Coalition to Stop 
Funding th(~ War." Members of 
these organizations distributc:.rl 
leaflets, bulletins and periodicals 
and used slides to acquaint the 
American people \vith the pro­
vision.> of the Paris Agn;!elllcnt 
on Viet Naill, and to compare 
the s0riolls violations of this 
Agreempn t by the American 
authorities ~tnd the Thieu admin­
istration, with the correct 
attitude of the PRG and DRVN 
towards its implementation. They 
held many teach-ins on the 
" war after the war" and attend­
ed hearings in various US Senate 
and House Committees where 
they urged the US Congress to 
turn drnvn Presidcnl Nixon's 
request for increased credits to 
enable !-::.im to continue the Viet 
Nam war. They organized people 

to write t,) th(' Congressmen 
asking them to oppose the Nixr)l} 
administratio1}'s aie1 to Thieu's 
police and pri",'113 <lull support 
the Indochina Pcace" Pleclgc by 
concrete act<:, that is by votillg' 
against the' US military involve'­
mcnt in Jll',lochin~l, str)pping lTS 
police aid to Yhie\l and cnc',urag­
ing a politic;d solution to tll(, 

Viet :,a01 problem in [lccordance 
with til(; Paris Agreement, 

In Pebruary T ane Fonda and 
Tom IJ;ly;Jcn,-both of i,hem IPC 
representati\"cs, contacted about 
50CongreS.51llC'1l in \V;1'3hinglon and 
held many te3.cll-ins muong the 
Congressmen's ;:drlC's. Tl.('v launch­
ed a c,Lmpaign to send 'petit iot:" 
to the Congrvs;.;men. The rcsult s 
proved satisLtctc'ry'" fur mallY 
C()ngre~,sn1f'n not' only ;.;upportf'd 
the IPC viewpoint, but urged 
their COlleagues to do the same. 

As a result, Ole last b\ 0 votes 
at the US House of Representa. 
ive" and Senate were not favour­
able to the additional aid to 
Nguyen Van Thieu, a testimo1lY to 
the success of the US pe:1ce forces 
in a most difficult task they ha;\'e 
undertaken since the signing of the 
Paris c\greement on Viet Kam. 

The Vietnamese f,coIJL' -whclc. 
Ilf'artBdly thank the Americ~\11 
peace fighters and wish th('m 
still greater successes. 
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Letter 
from 
HANOI 

S
O we spe'tlt ow S1i11/nlel' holidays CIt the 'Jasid!', 

at Tra Co, a hf(lli.tii,'(l btClch, in;! Oil ihe Cioiw".­
border. From !l UJ.g (;a, i, a COil! . II! l Ij ~ilf! to,,,,',. corn­
pletel), destroyed by the US Air Fe,r:' (1) T.-a Co, 

the road rulI-': along [I,l-[m;!; BrJY. twi.~tij,!~ a,ul iltylJ,i,,'g 

iH the1l1idst of h!();,-,iu/ul ,,«"1,""\'. To il{l,·,t -,:,1) l,,;' hy 
bus with S-)Jn:; fOlty p~'f,ons irum. ony oj/i,_- L1,iidvel> 
inclHded, in the />resellt co,",ii:ions whiL ,i', loads 
and bridges have hardly heell rdmilt (l{t '/ iii., i_~"IJ' 
of destruction was {pite artevclltjul J01P"ney: (I. "',-1/( 

spent at the hotel - shari!ig the 

sanw sleeph.g acco);1l1;odatiof. awi 

dining-hall -- alloi.uing onest/; to 

live ,[Jithont 'In\' 0'l",' dailv t,U'e 

than how to st,l\ :IS 1"/1~ Ii- :),)'~ll)lc 
in fhe s,:a, :If cl I i!lle ;,'h~H the 

war has not yet {(""!'ri iH !ft:· S,'"lh 
and 'ill tht>- ;\:()vih ,'['(ow.In:,li-:J)1. 

;00/1: is 1/2 ,hll "~,,'lot::. for ".li;iY 

this loin ',t'lt.' 1 :UII",h;'/i I holil:av. 

J-l'rt I a)(,,'I!d )I( I lu(' ti,!r/ ;'-'1)11 

all that if Jlrs La;;;; had ,,,,'I rll:l~JI 

lrai'eliilig with .1[15 I.e')',!; is 

the (ha": ',liIwn ;;}/to (';'orks (i'ery­

day at th~ Viel :Narn Courit'r, riuillr:; 

the cle(Jnil'~' !_;cl'L'ing leu, ;;'(/-,hi~ig 
":iJldo'(v-P,,IIIDS .-1 
to Havwi (od, a 

.It prescnt she-is 

She can hI/nil v 

mi)1~'$, th~ Bay o.T fledol'f;, Ihl 

IHnh, Silti!':! ln' the sideo! lilt 
(II:) if i:, ., ilL'. (/ sl.. _ it 
dl;,,/:rc-!' (l1'm!!t fn, \,/lll;ig '.It, 

P'i to, the sfa-goiJ.r: 

iu-" {I'r of C'!'I' ollic 
:,'(" 'i ,lion a/to 

l.;!!l'ythiu{! ,-,,-,1 

;~(J(i I" o;,'n 'l1(dhi;:.!... )" -,: tu lit!' -- ill ,'i('Y i,'illa,:;(', ':" 
r"t Iii! l!'(J'I15pta,.tui,,' .. out. 'rwj!ii:{!, 0/ ;'icc phillis 
;;1 Jfa;;oi, haci, /Ium ;('ur!:, she hardly had t'iJile t" 
t:i! ,iouPf'LJi,:'" (old ,10 tlte (ookif),f:. /0)' she "Ianted at 
(Ill etc: to a/;'o,P he,v t ,',I (hdd,(';; I,) do :/fiV!1llC(r/ 

h'C',I, !c both ! {alOHi! n,( \' 
mas (1 bit illase at thc 

J !.'l'.'"elj iud ul/c,d)' 
(u;d ['rer C{l. Tl!:.i'(;j(l)'c 

/l,:(!i; : . .lIb, thru;~.'iiig o,d\, O;i (If>:'o'ill-ili'tllded f?Ll1ICl~ (Ii 

the /1' djcapi!. D"; little 'I_V Ii!!!", ti.e itlte1'l!st. m,d 

passi(,n .[,tlll which .1hs 1-(1;11) "<'HiS lOl,kil1g [/; 
fuay{:',i'!!g got the belttr of 1Iit<. and Ii/wily I wa,' 
;;,'", ',:; the trip with the eYe,; 01 a child 7£,110 i> 
\,-fti,;: foot (in jorcir;'ii' hwd ic'l' the fint lin;! 

Tllf: tact that a ChaYiiJon:an {ulus her holidays (I~ 
th _cf'a:;id" that sits by tht; sidt of h,'" directo; 
di~rii,? {h,; ''''hole ia,f:-:ler. ,helle'" ihi same dormit01' 
{/'Ilil (il;;i; g-IUll! ,"uith the diredor's jat/lily, all this 

1,S q' "tt; new. 

III i',-'u!h ITn L!lJI.g ".,ltl knuwH COHceited, 

'/IIlP,,':- il,r'! ',llt,_li,I,,) alta Hw,l_d,u'iilS, She w;)n/r/ 

licucr '.'1;:,'" ri,1) _"t (I) {hil." of s~tting by the side (;/ 
nllt'-U ih.u",' P,I";();lidit1('S, eati1ig at the SiJllle table 
ieith ti;l'Iit or ,lc"jJi}Jg i;~ the samt "VO/i!. Yef, iii 

celilpal lSuli ;,',itJi {!:(I,iC notables amI provillcilll mal;, 

aldt C(,'t/: 

,,'u,/ld 1Wt 
tI.eir ';'(!':'i'iiJJ 

th" ':/: I, ,t"d!l,'~ 
lul'!'(~ dar;"i {o 5lf 'is .HI'" Lcl')!~~ (lid, 'ith('!it ,-ai'-

,,1,\, I\rfli' ,'1.1,- IJ! ,,[1ft <1 l!;:~;I-l'll,i'l!:;; ollieie'! 
gid ;'~'ho 1:> in, th: (ith /e)t)':. 

Iwth 1'».1$ }lito!, "11,1 rlii) 
'fhe triP 

i!/J .II}' 

I~ /JrJ.ld 
fill,,' In!I!"- Ihill-c have r/[(Il',,;r,i.' I"rllii' (lffici,l? 

,~f ih(' (,Id 1'1 ';ill'" '~:Jdd say ,,-ith a (;,'cf' sigh. J, 

/,'!' iliC, elite; hlr;<,u: ,'/?,t1Jc t!~r),t trip, I :lild,'I':;,lalld (J 

Ilttle hdtrr i,';wt " HL,vlntioi' ,',,'[(1!b. 

/01' by the St({t~, {wd she P,I','" the h,";f,-l (.hargi!-~ out 

of hEr slH'iilb,;· 

Du"in~ Ow 
l'aJ':i. SCi'n' l!,1d 
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HAIPHOM;. 

\n \Iw 

Summer 1071. 

tilFf_"o]\' j('1I11('1'ly ~,()\'\l::;ytdl 
t\;e Lte (,\Tlling, tllcrc \\;1:'; 

\-'rllld,lly cnmplet e ~;lkllce :'\()t a 
\1\ 111' :--;,)111 could 1)(' S('('11; m:0 

I'"mld ht"H t 1)(' ru"t k (If ;1 fallin.~ 

\ftP[ m:\llY '_lClssitudes ~\l:'i 

rt'pf>;ltf.d tn,lh t\\"o projrct:-, \'f're 
]et;!ll1ed ;llld :-,\udif'd in d .. pth. 

Th('~ \ycr{' j,ltt'ryt'niipd,compkt­
\",1 ,.\n(! pcrfectc1l. ()I1CL' thl'v well' 

,'I]nptc(l, th,' 11(', l\l'l\ matt'ridb 
w('n' at ('111'1' In;I~<; pnHlt,C\·r! ;1\ 

tll{' ~ ill \\",,,],;:,,11, jl". 

,\rISe ,Iii rnonlf'nt. !-Ilckr th 

.ll l lkIH'ntl) hanllle';s ,111d illdll:, r 

('11\ -,nrl.l'_"\' 1 IIi 11 (',' ,,: :111 \\ I" " 

\\-P]T l'llJI!111Igh lylllf~ )1; \\,;11 

Some \\"11\ l",\,lnr\{' \\ lwn ,I \"f' c\ 

of :111\' :-,)1.\' i" l,as:-,ill;J: by' ntl,,'I-' 

;11"(' ti( ·.;i;:':lwd [OJ hig preys (,111\ 

,\\l,1 \\-tll ka\\' al(,I1\' tIll' :--ill(1li( I 

()Ij('~,. ',\'f'!1 if lliPSl' e\illlh (\<'1 

Ill"il' h<:l.lk~ Still othn,.; are ac-.lf'f'j) 

during .1 "pt."·ificd timl'-a ~,c" " 
(.r days 1,)1 ,·:-.;amp1c:.-thcn \\",t!<;(' 

Ill' nnd Cf\1111' int() ;lctiyity: tl 

111:,;" ('"pln,-jr llnmerllcttely aga i \I'-'1 

Ill(' nlljectil.'f' (f)]" \dlicl1 they "II' 

if';\d leaf. 

t r;l1YlpC; 

with all 

Cin II1\' '.\'al('r, bul:',lll:.c, 

\\-('f{. lyill); 1ifp1c'-',;\~-. 

t hCll multi Cn\()Ul'f'ri 

Illot ior: \. "<, 

\'nln{"..., pnilitcd tllt'lf uc,f'!t-ss arlil" 
I l\~-:;Jd til" sky, trr,1Fl1 11\ ;11\ 

,,111twlr> ,f ,\eci' ']'-1 ti' In: and the' 
"t"r\()isc:'-'" \\'crt,' skeping III the 

h;\dc I f the tblllC' ttTi''';. their 
\\ 11f'e1s ,L1In,\"t bnri,'(l I1nr\('1 til" 

'l'il-i gr,ls'~ 

\\' (,c,tf'rl1 

i:1;..( ll:-,ts 01 

mines uc;cd 

milS'" mf'cii(l ,ven' glY­

tllC \',Hious types 01 
hy tIl(' LTS : magnetic 

Ttl(' lir..,\ !nll:\ _:..;\'\eq}lll~: <I [\P;1-

r;llll--" m;lrl, "hI til{' lle\\ modd 
\,:,b c"mp\cled (,ll tlw \('ry da\ 

W\l\'n \11,-. :\ ,6 \\-,h hCCl\'dy bU1llLJ­
('rl h\ tilf' lOS Ail l'Il"Ct,--\\-ithollt 

gr e ;lI dilln:lgt', I, ,rtuuatel) rllC 

Yf's~f'l bC;lring t !1l' l~llml)f"r l,:ifJ 

had the IIt.nour oj undertaking 

Ih(' 111'--{ trials. 

Those 

designed, ',I they 'nay (l,11! 

111i11('o-, ultra-sound. mines, pressure 
mirw:--, te\c-gllirlec\ mine", ann 

',;nnTt" lIline~ that ubey their 
Tn:lqf'r~' JillC;t'l,' ·nd eyes, S(> to 

,pe,1.k TIlt' \mencan press put 
;, \\-h(l\c . ,'n("i pi qnestion,; \\'hich 

"rn' hr-,l'lt "'Llwling-ballnons and 
\Tiled tlm':lis :" Could the bloek­

;Hit' s\r1\\- d\1\\ n the Communists' 
.,\\;,r.k -,' "\Yill t1w minl1lg ~()ft· 

en Hanni'" ,~tand ,It the Paris 
talko; :,,, "\ViU tl,(' bli)ckade put 
ill end tfl the \\',li' (111 Nixon's 

terms 

Who DefeCl ted 

, , ' 

In tIl(' meflntinw, "1:')(;(i<\110;1:, III 

ll]i.l)("c, :lnd lJl\i;t'-'i'-\'n'plll~~ \,f'n' 

meeting at t]H h(;;!dfJ(j,I1tcI~ ()[ 

<lur ),3.\')-" Ille l!\,,;h Cum1l1<l1lc1's 
(.nkr W:1:; :~1 Llct: the ('llen1Y bll)('k­

Mk lilust 1)(' br(ll,('ll U;l.\' ,e11d 

night diffcfVllt pr,lj('('t . ..., \\'t'rc jWillg 
",tudil'd. Tt'chl'lcianc; :111d (:ll;.;ll11', r..; 

\YE'llt \(l sea time dl1\1 '-\(2.aill In gc·t 
J(' 111<' millt'fif'ld they clrlippctl 
p\;,::--tic chargE''' to m,lke tht'.'11 {'x­

plndc: they ('\'('11 diu~d do\\ Jl tn 
..,jurl\' the (l1,,,,)'('cl milwc.;. TIley 

\YCfT pn'~;(,l1t '--:11 nul' phlW'> \', iljel\ 

,[,,'p]lf'd h.)1ll\)o-i t(l (ie'-.troy "Ilc'my 

'lI1lle:'. fll brief, all lllC,lll'" ,1\ <li1-
,lblt' all(l ;!l1 kinds n[ nperatif,no;, 

('yell the 1110St danger(Juo; (IIH'S, 

were tried to find out adequate 

o.l,llltions. 

th e BLOCKADE 
- _.---- - ~--

-----~-~---'- -_.----

1,pt 11:-> li:.t(1J In the currt'c;pl'lF1.· 

lit 11\ tIlt' Peuple's IYin.l' IH'W'-;­

T'dll('1 who \\'~l"; Pi1 bo)'l.rd tbe 

\ (,~, Sf' 1 

"{ )tlT 11dat ~lrrl\'E'll ;It the tlllll{" 

jtc}ci, Tiny, JUlllin'Jl1s :-lgncll 

buoy:" laid in the <-'lften](J(lH by 
,)11wr \!nih to m,-n'k the ,rC<1 to 

\w ('xpl{l;'erl, (\;lllcc(1 like will-II'­
t!w-\ ... ·isps on ill(' W(lses alJr)ut 

thirty mctn's from our \c:,sc\. 
{)n tlte (if'ck, lhc ~<li}qr:... ,It tlwJr 

poc;ts were \\;:l.ltln~ in ~l ten"r' 

dtlll()Sp\lCn'. In Ihe disbnc( tltt' 

\Ight_ll<l\ls{'s--tlv.':",f'~ ('!'l'S (,j tlw 

~ca. _ \n'r(' winking wit h c<ln~IE"i" 
rcgulCirity, TIlt' mUOll \,-,\:'" rising 

clboH' the horizon, lighting up the 

cresb of till' wa\ cs. 1 thought with 

(In:-.:irl\' of the (bn~('r" that might 

onlv afh'l' " ',;pE'cliw(1 number ' I 
p(lssag:e:-; It \Va..; qUIte posslbl,' 

I hat 011(' 'If tho-;c mines, lurkll1f'. 
under thr' lq,th cd W;t,tf'T J -..\-"0111(1 

:-t'11I1 n.,.; IDt,) 11](' ~llr at the uP).t 

llllnnte 
t!l;\l WI' \\-0111d 1':( ... 0 tu engage 
\11 hard fight <Igaillst.. {'ne11l~' 

pLtn('s tit:d might sptlt ll~. en­

c()llsci(Jllooly, I buttoned up m~ 
lill-'-jacket .. \\ld I caught mysel1 
lunging to set' <1 c(llumn of water 
OOpUTt up ~d_ ~{)IlH.' di:...t(lncc from 

nur br);lt, t'l he;ll' the cheers (1f 

til!' en'\\ v,jnch \,,'11uld free me 

fr"lli 111 i'-- ;111 ,iet y. 

"TIlt' 1:1() \\',h l,ur"ul1Jg Its 
course. 1 t h;ld made timC'c passag­
es oyer the mindic\rl. Suddenly. 
fl::shrc; of lightning r;lll <leros..:; 
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the sky: flares. On the side of 
Ha.!l'hung itnJ Ql1 !ng :'inh, the 
\ ,_\ gUll- ('pcnl:"d i'l-'; .-11 once: 

l'mg red 5trt',lks \\-o\'e a thick Iron 
lleh,'ork around i.nYi~ihlp t'l\cmY 

;:, irn aft. During long minutes 

" \vhole stretch of the sea 

" ~ I "- brightl y Ii t up. Then th(' 

gUlllllt' ~top{lcu and the HalTS 
died uut. The sea. and the sky 
were again quiet under the pale 
lllonnllt:ht. The ISO turned "back. 
Suddenly:l column of watt'r, 
ahuut t,-';enty metres high, rosC' 
up llefore us; ~ few seconds later 
billc)\\- ho\ f' our boat (llmost 
npri; .. :)lt and hne, c,ohi drops ut 

\'".ltrr ::.prinklf'd on us En'ry 
,,[1\" uttered lOlJrl clwers "hich 
d['o'_'.llen the ro;!r fif 1hc ,Y;,l\f·S ..• 

"The neW appar,ltus had turned 
out to he dfectiyc. \\"c returned 
with the feeling that a uecisi \T 

Ylctory brul bC'en \yon." 

"I11e 5UCcr~5~ ,,,as largely due to 
the ::\'-4°, the ,j cradle" wher(' 
all the means for detecting and 
oestroying sect mines werc made 

Then he took me to a dry dock 
where a boat of a few dozen tons 
wa" lying: welders and mechanics 
were busy htting it with a new, 
ll1ure puwnful apparalus, devised 

hy ellgineer Vinh. 

" Thl~ 1S the l-l.~I Chinh 

e-: plai ned. ,. j t ,,·as used lor testing 
~l \lt'w model ancl ,,,as hit by [l 

tIlllJ(' . there wa:;, no hf'a'-y damage 
and nr) human los"ps, fortunately. 
Hill t his experience was very 
llseful: it has enabled us to 
IInpwve onr boats and their 
equipment as well as their system 

of prott'ction. " 

He introdncecl me to Nguyen 
["rang Bieh, tlw technician who 
llao cr'l1c{'i...-cd the first prototype. 

"\Vhat nlade ITlebecomeinvolv~ 
ell In tl11s research?" Bich 
r<"peatcd my question to answer 

elusive .... It was a great success, a 
sueee,,", of our whole collecti y­

ity .. 

This l.-l.st phra::;e ,yas neither a 
figure of speech nor a polite 
formula,. It ,vas the n~a.hty. I had 
attended m<lny meetings of work­
('[s and tec1micialls: they dis­
cussed "arious methods to solve 
production problems, to overcome 
difficulties that arose at e\-"ery 
moment. Those discussions \yere 
at times heated, but always very 

fruitful. 

Yes, it must be said that the 
';ucccss of the )\..46 had been an 
outslalHhng achievement: the 
realization of the design adopted 
had been a task beyond its capa­
bilities, in the difficult conditions 
of a merciless air war. Later on, 
it continued to turn out other 
apparatuses, more powerful and 

1t was a long path sf rcwn \\-ith 

innu merab1c difficulties. l.JS all" 

attacks were more and more 
violent; everything was lacking. 
)'p! ,vorke.r'-i, It'chnician~ and 
eng-meers <.tuck stubbornly to 
their work. The fitter became 
wel11er to) spN'rl up tIl'.' finishing­
of till' parls. Th~' engiTl{'er took 
hi:; bicycle and ,vellt tIl fetch the 
TI0cc'ssary materials. "l"lw workshop 
manager spent all tIlf' night with 
hi:; work\"[s .111fl D1?rlc do with a 

packd of dry hie-cuit". for (linner·.· 
Little by little, Iahmn orgaIlll':J..­

tion was impron'd and prodncticlll 
w(lrk was gradually "put into 
orhit. "The succec'~ d the flf:--,t 
<lpp:l.,ratus tumed out hy tlH' 
workshop gaye new impetns to 

the X.46. 

\Vhen I came tn congratulat(' 
him on the succ('~s, foreman Chinh 
showed me sonlf~ improycmcntCi 

in the apparatlls: 

"You see, h(' '<::'l.ict, "thi:-i 

enables us to cut down the per­
sonnel on board and lighten the 

sailors' 'work, " 

it immediately: "Once, a magnet­
ic mine sank a ferry-boat at A. 
Doz(,ns of people \wre killed and 

en'r :-.inc(', 1 used to ask myself 
If there was any means to destroy 
those pcrfi(lious things laid by 
the encmy 111 our livers and 
porb-. began to imagine all 
~orh; 01 apparatuse~ and to draw 
innumerable sketche,;, The engi­
neer H. in our workshops, com­
rade Tan awi comrade ~2ue of 
the Polytechnic College gave me 
yalnable assi~tance and helped 
me gradually to improye my 
designs. Finally the HDL .. g was 
re,l(ly and the trials 'were con-

more efficacious, \vhich made an 
important contribution towards 

breaking the blockade by'''hich 

the f'nemy tried to stille us. 

But there \\"ere other people as 

\yell, more numerous and anony­

moUS, so to speak, who took part 

in the battle against the mines. 
They played a more obscure role 

which \vas nonetheless indispen­
sable. They were the" spotters" ; 

with the help of makeshift means 

as well as sophisticated de...-ices, 

they sClutinize(1 the sky, counted 

the mines dropped. marked the 

VIET NAM COI.'TtIEH 
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falling spots, delimitated the 
minefield!', etc. 

J met some of them on a dnz· 
:ing afternoon. It was at the N. 
watching-post. We were just 
chatting when a jet plane roared 
past. Someone cried out: "Thp, 
mines! " My eyes follo\\'ed tlw 
flashing trajectory of the enemy 
plane' which dashed toward Do 
Son .. From its silvery silhollcttC', 
two small dirty-grey parachutf's 
fell out with shiny things dan" 
gling from their ends. A moment 
hter, another jet came from the 
direction of Quang Ninh, t.:robsed 
the horizon then disappeared. 

There was a brisk discussioll 
,1t tIl(' post. One sCLid th.1t I() 

milles had beell dropped; <taothe) 
said 1 S, Each falling spot was 
c;trcfully debate(l. For my pari, 
I had oIlly noticed the two mines 
that fell nearest to u:" bllt if 
they had asked me, 1 would have 
berll ;jt d los~ tu tell "\Yilere tllCY 
had fallen, O\'er that immense 
stretch of water, how could they 
fix ;\Jl indsible point ndmidst th!? 
waH'~ th;:lt all loc,kf'(l the S<ltne? 

nut it seemed that this did not 
Ilony our spotters at all, \\-hn 
:-;pClke about co-ordinates amI 
guiding-points with anim<ltion and 
under,;ioorl f'dch othf'r perfectly .. 

-\.nd they "\\'ere 110t the only 
ones ill that are;:). At some dis­
tance from there, stoor1 anothcl 
Pf)st with qlle('" name: "the 
Temple of the Three t~ir1s .. , TJley 
"\\'('1(' therp YOUllg girls from the 
militia llnit ()f tIl(' Sea Na\'iga1i(m 
nl"partmcnt. One of them -- Yay 
- with a K.4 ~ automatic rifle by 
}H:.'r side, told tIle WhH t had just 
nccurred, 

"It Wil;; my turn to '.\'atch," 
s.he began. " As S0011 (-le; 1 heard 
the nui:"e of jet engines, I rusll('d 
to\\'ard the oril'ntalioll table, 
1-';rst, four Zlircraft came from 
the :"e3, then made for ])0 Son, 
Then another squadron came' frolll 
the mainland and dropped mines, 
I immediately pinpointed the 
falling spots on the orientation 
table, \\rhen everything had end­
ed, T sent my report to the Na\')' 

--_._------
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officer in charge of the sector, 
he will compare the different 
co-ordinates supplied by OUT 

watching-posts and draw the 
necess<1ry conclusions 

Then "he added, laughmg, 
"You kno\\-, It is now ;Llmost 
rOlltille "'ark. Hut at first it \\',IS 

frightening, On the first day, we 
had two air raids. You see those 
craters o\'er tllerc>, rlon't you ~ 

It's their tmces. Hut what we 
really dreaded was the sohtude 
of the place, ('specially ,It night 
when one could hear only tlle 
roar c,f the wayes, the rustle of 
fir tr('('5 and when e\'ery fire-fly 
arollscd fantastic hallucination~. 
But all that i", ,I thing pf tho 
past. .. , isn't it:' ,. 

] wa::; also told about a fisher­
man of the local militia, Lieuten­
ant Hung lavishly praised him, 
" :\ true son of the sea, upon my 

\yord! It was as if her{'mernberen 
,'very hoIlo\\- of the ,,·a,\'es. You 
kno"\v. all a pitch-dark night, in 
bact weather, "\\'ithout a compass, 
without a sea map, even without 
a star to h!ke one's bearings, he 
led U~ to cl place four to fin' hours 
fmru 111(' coast in fl hoat. And 
this at a stretch, ,,-ithout Il:-eless 
(\dclur:-;. 

J met h11n, that " "'f'<l. IC'Clglt"" 
in II. \ illage of A. distlict. Ilis 
!lame \\'a:=, :'\guyen "an Tin11, a 
bll man, with gentle, thoughtful 
('yes. I t was he "\\-ho yolunieercd, 
t0gdlH'r with the vice-chairma.n 
nf th(' fi"JwrmPll's co-operati,.-t", 
to lead tllc first boat out tn se" 
after t he enemy minillg began. 1 t 
:"0 happened thaf:, during th~ 

fishing, an C'nemy plant' came and 
drnpprd mince; a few hundred 

lIletrf'S from the boat· Tinh mark­
ed tlw falling spots and reported 
t hClll ttl the I'-atching-post number 
3--1- when returning 10 the shore. 
The next (}(lY, he took a team nf 
sea police t('1 deliminatc the ciclTl­

gerous <Hf'<l. .\n enemy mitlf' 
exploded quite ncar the boat. 
dam,-~g(-'d its hull aEd floodf>d it 
\\-ith muddy water. Tinh and 
his fell(J"\vs were all but drc!\\'llCd 
that time, But- h(' had found hi" 

" yocation " : the data he supplIed 
proved to be most accurate. . '. 

Day ailer day. thp number r-d 
mInes destroyed increased stead­
ily_ \\'ithin a short time, tIl(' 
mine-sweeping operation became 
a matter of routine, certainly 
rlangerous bllt no longer a spcret, 
even for the fi~hing-boats \,-hicl: 
\yere equipfwr-J with appwpriatf' 
device". A \\1(1(' chann('1 W:-l:-; 

opened t" IM"igatinn, Th(' boats 
ISO, 1)2,4I.!, etc_, ::;Lwr.ec} off 

for a last operation. By midnight. 
tlw 152 had exploded ; mille,<;, 
~Itlother had done ,,), and still 
another t. One of the boats was 
slightly hit. ~om(' men W('lT 

thro,,'n into tbf' ~ea, but the:\" 

were immE.·diatf'ly r('~cued and 
attendc(l to. 

Finally, the .P} :lgain went to 
sea, witlJ the ta~,k f)f checking 
the newly cll'<lJ"f'd routf'. Whcn 
it arriH'd <'It th(' tnminnl point 
of the voyage, .111 f'xplosion of 
joy broke out: loud cheers drown­
ed the noisE' of the engines and 
\vaves. Th(' 'iI'.! W;tS welcomed 
enthu~iastically by tlw fi~hinga 

boats which had been i1l1mobilizer] 
there since the blockade brgall. 
lts ere\\' WdS offered the h('st ;lTIrl 

biggest fish. The triumphal return 
:-.tarted. The .p.! took thE.' lead of 
the com-I)Y headillg for tli(' port, 
Nf'ar the rnd, ju:-t \\']wn Ow}' 

were "dXlUt to part COmIMll~', ,tll 
the bO,ll" sOllllded their ~ir('ns to 
greet the "ictol~' Wf' h<1d Wf)l1 

the battle of til(' mine,:,. Ow 
cnf'my hlockade tl<ld been brc,kcll 

.'. 
A.ftpr the ~lgning (,f thf' Paris 

Agreement, ill accunlancf' with 
t-]w proYisiollS agrec(l on by both 
~iicles, the t'nited Stat('s sent its 
Illen to '-L\iphong "'ith ultra, 
ll10ckrll l11(',illS to deactiyate and 
destroy the mines th(,y had laid. 
US 1](' 1 icopt t:TS "\\'(' rf' damagf'd 01 

SUlik, .\1l1\~riC;1I1 sailor:" yrcrp 
drowned, but after long month". 
of "work," they coulrl explode 
only a miserable three mines. 
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From Ihe 'iaiqon Press 

WIIITIIER SOUTH VIET NAM ? 
• 

"IK the npprc",<'i'\'l' :ltmDsphcre 
\ve arc liyillg marked 0:, 
widespr(,,'l'l f:1Glllle :1n,1 1m" 

pn<:ullmcll1 ,t!, 'T'g'l' 1,> l'~,i1t led! 

On fhe t..J.asr~ of the 

SIXCl: JdnlHry 2,. i'_I/). no 
c,_'rn::=t pDlit Ic,d rYI til Cl n c'.ist 
fIJI' Suutll 'Vlet :,~1l1l \viw;lt L:uL:i 

to t"ke tlw !';lli·, \grt't'Tlwllt a,; 
Its hasi, 

Th( r'bJt''-~U\'C \,:l;l( ,f 11lP 
Paris \~~n'f'lll"lJt :1'; has1s \" 
l~Ut juC'r 1)( Cl.lh' ,·f tlll' lonr 
c,lgnature', ,Jut Ilay(~ been 
:'-.ulemnJ y pli t UH' kr it l1dr b(,Ci:tll~C 
(1f thf' t\n'i',-c :il;411;1tllIT;:; .lfii:\'f'd 
in an t'\(,Jl 1non' :;nlt'llln W:I'\: to 
the -\ct (If ~ he t ni ern;lti;mal 
Cr:mferencf' tlla! gll:'.r.iIltccd it. 
11 L-; lwccluc,c It '_cprecit'nt::> <l 

\ l'~tur ,; the '.'TltiT(' VietlHll1Po;e 
pe<-'plf'·. :,-.. S,li,:, ,11 il~,elf h,p) to 
rl'C":-~TI1ZC' 111 -l;lGt. \rheIr- 1 (If 
lhe .\i~f"t'mf'nt stqmL-ltes th,l,t 
"'llw! nILE',i :-;t.ltl"'.;, and ;il\ ,}UWf 
(',>1111t1"!!""; H',,~\!"'l li1(' ind"jww)· 
(' ncr', '-,('\ ,·rt'l;.!ll t \- . 11 nl t '" rt jill t, Tf!­

lrlnClll!l~p'rit)"'(\f V,~,t \;lm ~),. 
r('C(lf!nl/~'l; iT)" th(' lOI.'~ t;t'Jle\'d 

\gn"lJl,I't- ,11 \-]('. :"-.lnl J 11(' 
\gl"(;-'" ;-IL,) l'ill\lrk" ["I til( 

tnL,,1 1\ ,: ,,11'.1\·:11 II 'S tn"'1'':' 

'lIn \;_;r' ('111<'111 l~, ,\ b.1,h 
,d>,· 1II"~Il!:O(' it Ie: ;1 111;;11 pldll! 

in 1'! hi,;, 'J.\' (J! IIJis l\,d-j"'l. 
irom ;",11 \\ \' (>IIl look bad, 
,It 1 '," \()(\d ;d')l1g which t1!(' 
neltir.ll [1,1' tLl\Tlkd ;llld '';1'(' 1 hat 
till' c(;nr-.;,· nf futur(' hi,,\c>l"\' Ila.., 
hE'E'l\ '-"~I 

(In(' ,>1 ill<' [';11'1:,-.,,> Tll,t~ h.IY(· 

ff'lt gi,.l,lj ~;t;Jlldillg (>n tille; hl;.:h 
pllinL be\~au,,(· ,ill ,1I011;.! t]li:o ro)<1d 
It hd." 1111l),,-;('d it'-·I'lf to tIle (P11L';(' 

,.f hi"T .. ,l'\' 1>1 ;11 til'.' iw-;t '-t.l\"cd 
"1'1 il.; rn;ngin. I~ut this i:, dllot"hf'r 
qUI') .--\ll~'\\-d~·, th(' Parle: ,\gree­
ment 11:,..; lwc()nw IIl(' ultlin:-lle 
legal bcl~,i::; "I SouL h V1Cl :\am 
in the ('ye,:, of till' uLlIn COlll1tries 
;]" \\'('11 :1" in til" J'f'l:ltinll" be-

20 

The tullowi!1{.: a!-tiele by Xg!'yt:u -,-Ygoc Lm 
appeared Hi the Uctoha, 1973 number of tlte ma;;~l::ilte 
Doi Dien (Con/rontation) published in Saiglm. Although ,it is 
more than six months old, 'We find it worth r<"pubtis/ti-n.g because 
it still rrtains aft its topical i11teresto 

OU]' Dotr" arf' in SqUdfC \')cckets 

rottenness, 1'<' there anyone \vho 
can help <l<;;killg tho qucsti.-)]): 
"\Ylwn' ,:Ire W(' c;nin;;;' 

Paris ":;'fcement 

t \H'('11 tlw V]{~tnaflH'."e then1'-id"{, .... 
If {)tlWi' conntric.:;, ,\hdteH,'l' their 
tcnliencic;'. want 1(\ have a Sd.\' 

1!1 tl-tr'Suuth \Tid l\;1l11 (illestin;l 
or play SI,jiF~ part ill the affairs 
nf ~:;imth VlI:t ::\,Ull thr;l"<.· i_, nnlv 
li!1\' I' '1111I1:'ll langn.:tgc which t:hc~' 
Cdtl c;pcak amung themselves and 
\\1111 t1le S'mth \-idnamcse par­
tws: that i:-i thE: Paris Agreement. 
\:--; t<ll' the peuple of South Viet 

,\:,111, if tjley want to achieve 
gt·nuilw nation:)l cOllcord fwd 
H,'cI)f]cillati(ln and cngag{' In 

peaceful construction together, 
thev too can only start from 
the-Paris .\gr{'cn1(:·llt, that is from 
what ·'.-<.IS ;I;_:n,,-'d bctw(;cn thC' 
two partic::--, ,\ h-\ lJdH' yiolently 
')pposcd l~ach (1t11er. 

1n other \\'orcl"i, It i~ simply 
natural and lleC(~'Ssary to explain 
and apprai..,e (LilY c'_l1lstitution or 
program on ,he ba<;is of the 
Paris c\grccme,nt. nut thp other 
\,>ay I-ouml. Tu do the ('Plusiie, 
i I'. to t'>:j'l.lin till' P;lric:­
Agreement uti ill,' b,l:;j:, ot this 
('1-- tlw.t cl)n~litullun '-..r prugr:J.m, 
is just obduracy ,:Ll\d deceit.fulness. 
Like il or not, the Paris Agrct:­
m(~nt and it ,,:lone has bccu1l1e 
the ultimate legal ba~:s for all 
p:uties ;l11d t'adi':_Jns in South 
Viet :\:Im 

The fundamentu! Game of Chess 

R
Ic~HT III the fu-."t da,::~ after 

~);(; pulllic,.\110lJ oft';e P<lris 
'-glCf'lllCrlt. thougilL !t "'-as 

-~lI1 i! ;,1 tr:ol'rc,jict 1l\Jwit \\,lj111d 

i'" inq1kmclltf.'rJ and how long it 
'I'm\;! take I" hrill::'; ab"llt Lile' 
)c"ull-- I'Il\ic,ctj.:(..! III thi \grc('-
jl,r_"-,: ')1l( (,r.,!11!, tlC\-(Ttbcit.'s-;. 

"'\f~:l; :tl\ ll'l:.liivr' C;l~'(' 
'I\lf' (.! \i.(. IUll<ial1lcnt(l1 g:nl1c 

('\ ci)r""·, 111\(Jj\"f'!}. 

Iht: ,I:!, t\\,,;::nllth \-letndl1lCSt' 
\'lrtl,,':-,11_1\,(, ;liJi\.c..-l their Sigll;l,­
tun'", to tiJf i':lris ,'\grcerncnt, 
but 11 is l'\-ulent that one of 
them the S,ligon a[hlljl1istration~ 
<li,l It ')~11\' reluctantly while 
Ihf' (lther the PI~C- :O;igncd '\'ith 
pleasure. One stiU remembers 
tll.ll U1H' side ,the °rhieu aclminis­
trdti'.J\l, Ilncc· ll10nths bef()H~, 
ill ;1 llW:;lhy "'l'\'('cll marked hy 
,")\O!li lli.',1 s' 'ldi('r'~, doqucnc(', 
\'Lned '1nt a ,. historic" sLLle-
fllClll ; I i some day, unfurtu-
ililtl'l\-, thE' ccast:' hre does ('(Ime 

;111"Ut. (I) \fter that, up 
\lni il todav. it- ha~ rdu::>cd to 
:tl1lhrJri/.l· ;lTl\- pUbli<=;hing hrl1l"p 

to publish tlw Paris Agr"ement 
In full. 

}lcc111while, tlw nthn side lUle 
IlJ{G; right IIOlll the oLlhct 
h,,' taken gU',il jl:l.ilJ:~ to r,'ad 
dgcdn awl 'i~;J.i:l \ly('r the ra.dio 
:lic full text rlf the /~_grt'('m{'nt 
\\,jt bOllt allY cnnllnt'llt. Here in 
::,aigul1, ('ycry citizen wh<J makes 
"Dod usc ('1 Ill" 1 MliO-'ict .~:ees 
~~,]IO h,LS e)labkri Ilim tlJ h(l.\'c 
,lGCE'S"; b. tj-,« contclli-- of the 
'~rl''-'ll1C'll\ .. \11,1 ,\'hic11 side 1S 

,ll1xi,)us ill 1ll~lk8 it::, ca,lres, ,~s 
,,\-c\l "e; the ordilJary people 11l 
the an'as under its control, make 
it thorough :~il1dv of 1he Paris 
,\grE'cment i" n t"hing known to 
all. 

Then' ,lfl' k,)()(l reasons for 
the differclIc(' lwhV(TJl these hyo 
:lttitude..;,. For in..;la;[ce; 

<L) EHrytlillig 1'1 the Agreement 
[rum its cont'-~l't to its lurm and 
(·yen each Vietnamese f!)rmub­
lio11 in it, is t1-,e work of l\h Le 
Dnc Tho. repr('~entatj\'(' of "7'l(lrth 

\'1 \, I ': \ \! (()l 1 t' 1< 



\ let -;Salll, 'lz, :,;;)y til;lt the 1)/<\'0. 
g()\'ernmcnt is Il~t lh~ Hepublll' 
()f Sonth Yiet :-';'J1l i-.; 11:1\1 rLd.' 
fie ueCcltl::W ~IHlT :,11 :\[1 1'1" 
Tlt~l is ~l Vit'l n<lm('O'l', ,:lc,S('l t, 
.:'>ir )lgny<ll I-hJl.l Til .. tll,111 tu 

lb' oliler ~,idf', _\s to) -dyillg 'll;-\t 
tl!e (Jlher <.;j(k had ih int(:1'I.'-';l<.; 
defended by Kic;,,;n!.';er. that' 
rl'~-tlly bn<."tic ' 

i») Tl:{' \,::,,ct.'elil' nl k;ld 11) 
1ll,' lllO:=;t 11<1tulai (,I all tbitlgs 
I ,'_'cm 0:(' , a~; clearly -L.\"(,d ill It-; 

lith' aud P1L"il,.~t', it is to l'nll 
thl' '.\:Ii.- and rest()IT peace, at 
It'.,''l (JlI tlw leg,l1 plane. :':uch 
a!-j ',grc'lmerd_ j" rLllnr:tllv ill(l('cep­
Llhh; to <:1 f~..:)\",'rilmcl1t \\ hic!l, 
tJ:; 11, urigli' !!ld naturv, 
ll'lthing mon' tii,\ll a springlll1;ud 
h,f' the' ilOl'C'I'i:i list·; to jump 
iLt\! Viet ~a1H and OppOSl~ tllt-' 
Y idJUll1e ,e l.Jl'oplc. Here i-~ 

wt 11<.:r hi.,;tu'_cic {kclaratioll 
\'.o[lh recalling :uf Thic:uj: 
,\YbcH 1)('(1<;(' j'durn~, l'lllca\'''::, " 
".~~ctl~' :;u, uccause only in Lbc 

war l~all 11;,'s(' pt'ople ha'\,e sc'lllL'­
thing tu livt' on and find ttWil 
j'ui~u1"/, d'etye, In bct, only ~IX 
nlL,nths aiter the ccase-hre tool.:: 
dicet, the popuhltion h,\d 1(; 
,':ilness the painful sight 01 
l't',lllomic collapse and the threaL 
I,t: 1:-uni!H'. Parado"",c::-; an~ not 
1 an' in the world Their regime 
rhri\"l'S in "I-ar tinll'~ and guc'; 
bclllkrupt ill pC:lce time. 

.:) ]{ec<tusc then:' io.; an agrel'­
llI"lll", the other p~lrty khl to 
reir,lin frr)lll callillg OIle party a 
"lJuppd," but in retUl'lI, the 
\;Itil r It;\d to n~cogDlz\' its 
npplHwnt :1' a rt'al entity. Thl're 
h IW POllll is<;uinF~ icnr.; sL.\tt­
lllt'nts ui llon-rccoglliti('ll, or 
l't'>l1tl'ndillg, as General ICv (,nCt· 
(ie,l, tlldt d'ality io.; not 'yet :Lll 

,nfl,ty, ,,\s to trvin" to ,,!tnt 
,Ilt ~ l~yt:'-, before fhis" rt',dily by 
"i,~l!illg on ;1 sep,'lTate page :tlnng­
"id(' lhe l.'S, tllis is a chil(l'~ 
~;lln(' that c,'n (kct'ive lI~,b()dy. 
TIl<" political rcalit~" c, lltinn~'o.; 
it..; irreslstijll(' march tow:\,d 
I" ',)mtn" :In ('nUt\', "\~; 
\lj,dk,' I~( fact, le:->s" than :1 

!lll'lIth Ltke at tIlt' I'nd oi the 
_\C1 of tht, International Cunfer­
{'nce un Vil't ~am, the S~lm{' 
! 'on'i~~ll 1>,linisil'r, Mr T]-an V:lIl 
r."m. 11() longt;r in.,;i",tvd on 
·;ignillg tHI a ~eparate paF,(' ,l1ml~­
,ii-Ie the _\(lwi"ic:'11 (h'kp,;lk, I)ut 
h,ul to <tCC't-pl tll(' 1m'I it:ibk 
.iljlh:1betical urdu, 1113\ h to 
'<1\', Ill' ag,"'(", t,) ~igl1 ~lt i!)' 

I',c'rt uf th\ ;,grpcmen~. Il,' I':,', 
tile i:t-,;l to put his "ignal:,;,' (Il! 

LiH: docnnl'-'llt, a fair dic;talL'(' IrolIl 
11k SiglldtULi'~; of Foret' q :11!lli 

V"l :'\Ime Nguye-n Tlli Y<llll ,'Ill: 
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J'\~n'lgn .\Iilll-.;tt'! .!\!.',iJ)('H l)lJ~ 
Trilll). }[, ll'ccllth" ::l (I;,' 
(''';]['';(']1('(' ,,( 0.oll-_\l;,~ "il (I',ill 

t,: l1l \l~~ivr' Ili!iit- t;" 
-,1];1 l'I-"ugil1 by (JI', ,i,!,' S __ ll 

,J, \\,,)' ,--.iInpl> i~',ll') ,I Ill! 

Ii:! ~i.!(' \\'~l", 11 cU!~ili_7,',i by t!l" 
cU\lt'crClH't' in it-, fl!l<iI ;l':,,~Il!ti~]I 
:l--, til(' nnl\' !-, l!reS(-llt:di\'(' (,{til, 

pHlpk ot ~;\Jlltlt "iet ",\,1 Iii 
l.::r~;( IJUllllkr' j Cl)tllll:l\' 

,Lltt'll(i'!lg tlll \1) l"~- ('1'1'[' ,t:'fH't' 

:id \1:" li, "I\:lt,· t, I't lliy ,di~·,Jl 

,!tll 11w "t!I'" -,i(11' Tjw~ i-.; lh 
C:tt}:,I' I,'j' r,:11 tr, j,b],: ,,_:;1\ d',­
qUl,'tUI't: JI,r (T~( -,i. 1,. 

1!'-' 'I h' )1:1' 1, ~"q:~H'l-nwnt' ~:(Jllld 
ullh ,,}j'JI': ll~ lllli -,ignitj{ :IllCe i[ 
It tin:']l\" ll"d t(l :1 }-'.'_)jit kal ~(-'tl!\' 

Jlwnt JUT Sout h Vif't 1\:'IIn 
1 hat 1-; thruugll a )-.':"llcral ('It,C­

ti(!ll 3W\ (lne t,) 1w lwld ill "nell 
('ulHlition-, as 1" ,lhLl]"(' til(' 
JIlllllmtHll uf fainll"~' (.li CUlI1'",' 

'~lICh ;'\1 dr-Cti,Jll C11-dl"t hi' ;1 

r'_'p/-tit I( n (,I LIw 'J!- 0,:, :1 nil <~6'\, 
mud,:l 1'i hI"') Y(';!L :I~:(' (.:;) 

,,\{,it\Wl C,lll it 'Ii, the <,tric\ 
cOIllpli,mcc \',illt tilt' Ul',ld'T, 

_, J, I, \\a·; ;lw C,\'j(' 11l i;w 

'nt ~'1('; ti,'ll'~ (3) 

Till' (,thvl' si(ll' i tilt, PHC: 
l'amlOt \"l'-,ign 'it-;{'lt to .lccept a 
b"LtI-'Cl' ,It [urer's III whicll it 
\\'culd lw tIl :t p()'iitiun ;.imilci;" 
to tlJ"t of (;l'IH'Cal nl}(-,n~ \ an 
\i in It, Bri>-;adier Cellt'ral ::\gU) ,'11 

Can 1(\ : pn'_--.idt'litial candid:ttl"; 

()j I'rl'~i,i( 111. J'\~ll\'\'tl \'all HU)'l'1I 
1-\;1),('0 ,\<:\-, ('(g('d (ml ',I the 

chai,lil::I,,,h1]' "I iht- :-;aig"'ll 
:-:1 '-",," I:l:':'il;~ I III 1<1;5 l'h'cti(1I1, 
iH l-'J.Lh\' .,j !w ('I'P',I,illUll 1" 

TlTllLl'.rl tlil'r,' 1:-; :lll l'lt'CtH'H 

ilL :t\L It mll"! b,' ;1 fait <llid 

,.,,']'i(Hh (\11(:, at h·a,_t to ,I 1'('1.1' 

ti\',: ,kgree. [-hIt <.;ucll an electl'111 
h t() he kart-,d hv one >!,11' 

~t!r"III'. N~)t jll:l l)cc,n;o.;,' it tlli\:ll1 
',Ul:~; tJ):~J\'lll\ ,I \utl" t" 

L111' utllt·! '-I<W E:-ltllt'j' it i,> [;": 
dPprt:ht:lJ~ll)!l :1 all) CO(j'('ct 

ckcti(JlI, ('\l'n \\ itil tIlt' l!]"t'­
',UI1lpti'-11 tbat it \\"(,uld 1mh' 
gl\'t' a lll. ,It~:-;t [Kl'C':11Pge V th~' 
1,tlit-1 "id(' the T'RC\ T,et',' 
~liPP""L' 11:at, -fur ,)Ilt' rea,,'']1 U,­
;,)10th<':f, ll:f' (AhC'," sidt:, .qJ, 
get--. ,~()(O<, ,,1 tile \ "it-:, , Hilt tll"t 
I)()int IS thallltis side, ('\'tell tllllngL 
it drink~,a lot of \':bi~ky to k('l~'P 
up lh ""pHits, j" \'('l\C unl1kl'lv t._, 
,~('l Il](,t't' than ,w'?" I'he renii!in 
l!lg lJU";) \\'(J!lld pl'ri1aps be 
--.c<l.lten"d tc PCh()lIS of aJl ten" 
,\t'nci{'-,; ill the Thic'd Forcl', 011 
llw lltlw(' It:~lllt, il is ill 'be Hoted 
tlut whik tlll' ,)tlwr side might 
be Pl'q),c-('ll to accept slicll a 
rc:-;ult ... inct' It kb all the 
,'upability uf strictly abiding b) 
t Ill' ruk~ of lair play and alsu 
klS time wl)rkillg ill it:-; favour, 
Lht' unly ()J-Itiull f(!!' one sid\:· 
lei tu ",'age a political struggle 
thl\,ugh t1l1' balluL bux('s \\'llich. 
lhing p"lic< clnb:-; :Ul,.1 p{i:-;()l\ 
luck-;, \\'1>LIld g]\'(' 1t 94"::\u per 
C .... llt 0[' tlw reitlJ"n-.; 

Which Side Is Still Trying to Wreck the Pc.ris Agreement '? 

IN ___ llcll a -,itWltIOll, right aftcr 
t 111' -,ignln),.; u[ tll( ["'ari" \gn'l' 
Il)('Ilt. 111) proph"l \Va'-i l)('('d,'d 

to _--,;\\ which sid!' \\'1)111([ try t·, 
hlll<'''" it'-i illlplf-'ml'ntati1Jl1, . 

.\nd \\hat Itds liappelll'ti OYf'r 
l he past six months and mon' 
(liel not differ much from \,"hal 
wn" llredicte(i. E"{'11 without 
dinlk perceptioll, ,my man in thv 
:-;tn'ct call clearlY svt' which sick 
bas brai':t'lll~r ~'md continnall~' 
yir,lated tIt(' l)~lris 
C:111 easi1y lllak{' 

observ:1tion-.; 

-\gr~'('nH'nt, y\l e 
the lolluwing 

--- On th(~ wito}(>', the violation 
,,[ ihc PMi.,; -\gn'enlt'nt bv OlH' 
~,id1' Saigon, i:-; not ,; ,wlJ 
dl'ICllCP, a reaction, an ~Ll:t uj 

reta1iatiun ()r all occa-.;iunal ~rror 
(lj' mi-:c;llcu13tiulI, l)ut a policy 
all,1 ;In llwkrLd,ing, a~ -,;llo\\'!J 
1)\" !'t(,--.iih ~'i TLiell',,- ~tdtlr,"'~ tl, 
111' p,)li{'" C!)fllllland\'l--. ng,b: 
d::,-r lil,' {'('~l'o,'-fir,' t(),'h ,j'f'Cl, 

I k -;1,-.\ 1I,)ubly' "Tr;Il',i'C :dl 
lll(';.\' :l~L'(',:nlt:nt :\,; l ,h .. : 
,\,'''''j;; ,)( n,:":.!,,] .11', luii J\'.II1~j, tit. 

(;('neya .\grccments Then~ h 

nothing to worry about," ()r the 
,j-.;:-;crti(lll (lR the morning ul 
:-.J()\'cmlwr 'I by l'rime l'.hlli-,tn 
Rhil'm: "Tlw f'8ris -\grecl1wnt t,; 
e\,'11 \\'()l"::it' thdl1 an ac~ ,,\ 
!!l,lrnagl'. 

'\0 dOLlbl, ev('ryone else', illcll1d­
ing .\lme Thil:"u aml ?vImc h.hielll, 
could h:lnllv agtTl' with i'rilllc' 
1\linlster KI'lif:'l1\' whell he li'-iu'd 
til(' act nl marriage amoll~ 1In" 
d('sirabk p:qwr'i. But the "ignili­
cance ot this" hi.storic " dgain 
" historic" pronouncement be 
CI)Jl1l;'-; clear \\-itit thl' follrJ\\ ing 
~sp\an;ltilln by its allihor: "All 
<let of marriage '3till 11(1" :-iUllW 

binding P"\\'('l' Uil tilt' husballd 
;Ind the \\ ill' \\'1]('1-l":1'-; llw Pan', 
,\grecllwnt ,[(n-S ill Il,) way bind 
1h to 111(' ('mTlIlluni,-;tc; 

.\1(lTV clln('1'etf'ly 

;l) .\'-i i()r t hl' 
_"j'lilS 1:( 'It:lptef I L 

1 I I 1 11 1 ;11'\' 

,I! l fl(' 

pro\'!­
Pari'-i 

\hU't'l1ll'fll). :tltll(>IW)1 foreiQll 
)Ulll!l:,ii--;L :It", II'le'" :tllt.i\\-('d --to 

,:lllt'f are~L3 ,,, L<':H 1II):"tilltle-s are 
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taking place because the govern­
ment of one side [Saigon], is 
anxious for their safety, fearing 
that stray bullets may hit them, 
~t!l"',.'OlH' -w-hu has ';pent ;1 night at 
a 'district town ha..., lH'ard the 
guns thu1lllering all night long. 
Are thf'Y fit'ed into the air? .-\nd 
all)' sol('\icr and ufficer out on an 
opeTation C;lll explain to ne; what 
the phrase" defending tll{' secUl-i­
ty of the tt.:lTitory" means. 

b) '["hl:' picturt: lJc·(~(JUles clean"r 
when \ .... e examine tbe PI0\·isions 
directly c(jllcerning the peoplt ... 
The Third Force is recognized in 
Article 12 of the Paris Agree­
ment, but so far it has been deni­
ed by one side, And nothing 
can be more cynical. For 
instance, on the occasion of the 
recent release 01 Mme l'\go Ba 
Thanh \\ ho had bcen denied 
treedom for mort' than t\\'l) YI"ars, 
the other side asseHed in unalll­
bigu(JlIs terms that the Third 
l<'urce is legal, wilert'<ls ul1e side 
cUlltinul's to claim loudlY that 
there is no such force (4), I!I an) 
case, the ~ide \\-bo recognize::; the 
Thin1 Forct'" is in a position 
cLlnformahle wit11 the Paris 
Agreement and tht' tendency of 
national concord and reconcilia­
ti011 whiclL is more necessary to 
this lami than ('Vt"r oe{ore, Then 
as reg,lnls the problem of politi­
cal pri~on('rs, the o,·('rio11>;, I f not 
ridic1110us, CUIltradictlOIls arc even 
more glaring. "There are no 
p(Jiitical prisoners in South Viet 
N~\m .. " This can only mean that 
thi.,; side has taken great pains 
to remake piles of dossiers and 
1"0 do it in such a hurrY t hat it 
has not eyen had time - tn cross 
out the letters CT lChinh Tri, 
politicalJ in the prison ll:lIuber 
<)f the prisoners as is the case of 
.i'\guyen Viet TU<tll, Chairman of 
the ! luhT L."lbuur .~\lo\'vment 
who.'.\..' "r"elt'"ase certificate" still 
bears tlJf_: wor,i c1' in big letters· 
And it has beell unable lu think 
ut any ot her tllin!:;:::. to clwrge t11(­
pri';()lWTts with, e-:-.;:cept the ionnl! 
las ,. undesirable elements" and 
"UllaLlthorized i'ormation (j[ pulit­
ien I partie . ..:" ur" lack of identi­
ty cards." Hut a report oj Viet 
Tan Sa ll'lC't ,\>ant j>rcss·- press 
agency I)t the Saigon adtnillistra­
tion] let the cat out 01 the 
bag un Septc1l)ot't" "27, 14'i3 \\'hen 
it quott'd the' sO-CJ.Ued report 
iSSll~lt by 'lll Intenw .. tiunal Red 
{~ros'; (l;leg:ltiull aIter vic.,i ting 
"co!ilTnnnist pnsollt"rs un crin1' 
inal chal'ges.' Tbi-; is a really 
strange- ln1t also \(~1y eHectin' 
tormul.l: the Pari,; .\greement 
has aut. Jll\aticallv neutralized 
.-\rtic11: -I- of the Constitution 
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[(A the Saigon regime], and since 
it dares neither openly recognize 
this hard truth, nor imprison 
the communists just because they 
:>.re communists, one side [Saigon] 
has h:.1(1 to invent this monstrous 
formula: "communist prisoners 
un criminal charges. " If against 
the communists fraud has hall 
to be uspd, everything is possible 
with reganl to the other opposi­
t ion partie.'! and. segments, As fvr 
the treatment {jf pOlitical pris­
onen, it is 0. uni\-ersal1v kno\\-n 
fact. 1 n the end, the democratic 
freedoms o( the peoplp melltion­
ell in _-\rticle- 1 I of the Agreement 

share the same fate. While anv­
where else, such rights are consid­
ered as inalienable human 
rights, one si(k is brazenly trans­
forming them into a IJricp to 
bargain \\"ith the other siat'. W(' 
are u.<;ed to hear ,"uch arguments 
:1.S this: "The- other sidp must 
do this and that if we are to 
anow the exerci.':'e of democratic 
freedoms," So far we havp had 
no cases of hi iackillg in Viet 
Nam. Hut with such arguments, 
is it not trut· that one sirle ha.:; 
arrogantly tUTned tens uf millions 
of the people in the areas under 
its control into a ~ort o[ hostage r 

The Present Realities 

H
OWEVER the present realities 

are making it more and more 
difficult fOT oneside to plav 

its (lId tricks ()f sabotage. 

l1 Ullt' silk c<mtinues indetmite" 
I)' its acts of sabotage, especially 
ill the military fehl, at a cert:tin 
point wilen Uw other sidp sees IlO 

lll()re hop\.: uf ~trriying at a pulit­
ical soluti(ll1 as foreseen in the 
Paris Agreement, it lllust react 
and react strongly, In plaLll 
woni!;, war v.:ill flare up again. 
This is wbat one side is looking 
for, .. in order to cry for more 
foreign military aid. But this is a 
stupid game which only (lesperate 
men are tempted to play, The 
l~nited States, hnwevcr loyal i1 
may be tn ot1(' side and to 
\\'h,·itever extent it may be 
tempted to continue its policy of 
interfering in tIlt' affairs (j( Viet 
1\:am, CLLllnot order a more 
mas~i\'e and heavier intervention 
than in the past when 500,000 

1. 'S soldiers \V('re trampling on 
t Iw soil of South Viet ).lam, or 01:-; 

in l<tte 1(.17'2. Tl!~ uther side 
whicll has \vithstood such an 
oIl-;l:Lugllt \\"i11 (Jnly be ltl :t 

stronger military position, to say 
the lect"t. The game will bl'" f:ven 
more risky nO\\ that ttll' \vurld 
..,ituation l·l~IS cOll\'incingly proYt.:d 
that, c\'t'n though impt'rialislll 
will ne\"(·r let go off its hold on 
allY countr\' nut of kindnt'ss, tlk 
l'l-iited State-so as a result of it.,; 
criminal and useless inter\'l'ntion 
in lnd.ochin,\, has found ibdl 
sinking more and more into the 
quagmirv of internal cris.ec; awl 
c!)J1tradictiuns. NiX(IIl. ",110 is 
hard put to di"lengagp himsdf 
from thi:i t:lnglt:-, would not be 
foolisll t-nuugh to take upon 
himsl'1f t Ill' additional task of 
pulling all these diffe-rent LOll 
Nols out of the fire. Therp has 
been Otll~ inJication after another 
of this. \\'hill:' the L'S Congress 
was wrangling over the military 

aid bill, the lJS [orees were 
ordered to stop bombing Phnom 
Penh as from August r 5, Then, 
just 0\'('1' one montll LIter, US 
lur~es TfJlled up t11c'ir flag in 
N<lm Phong and the last 2,100 1's 
marines packed :lP and left 
Thailand. 

:\dJec1 to this is the increasing 
(lislocation (){ the economy of 
South Viet Nam to which no 
country dares offor any remedy. 
France, \Vest Germany, Japan.,. 
all of them haye made a lot of 
pmllliseg l>ut in the end aU have 
uec!;ued the postpunement of 
theil' inYestment'i in [Southl Viet 
Nam. This is because they want 
to avoid the oad reputation that 
comes from having allie{l "'ith 
and abetted a dictatorial and 
repressive regime and also beCause 
they are reluctant to engage in 
any venturf' \\·hen there is JlO 

political settlement in sight in 
South Viet "i'ilam. -

That is why uue si(le (Saigon i, 
will have tu accept the 
ine\'itable eYen against its \vill. 
1t will haye to embark nn tlw 
road of acce·pting the political 
solution provided for by tIH' Paris 
Agreement. necause there is no 
alternati\'e possible except., a 
special plane ... to take it out 
of bere. 

(1) Thieu,'s statClne1'lt. 

(2) Thieu,'s O)'l/"man presidential 
"elech'oH" farce of J971. 

(3) The snl'plol1l'lntary electio'n 
to the Saigon" Senate" iH 1973, 
in which only pro- Thiell candidates 
,toad jor electIOn. 

(4) '[liB pro-Tkieu daily Dan 
Chu (Democracy) 0/ :I1ay 23, H)74 
wl'ote: " The third joyce ·is a pu,p­
PIt of the puppets: they are either 
fools or traitor). " 
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IN s~r~n~, the season of. "t.llage 
reJolClngs, or nn moonlIt mghts 
when the harvest is over, a call­

drum throws 1 he countryside of thr 

Red [{in'T delta into a ferment. 
It is tht~ tron€: ekea, a small drum 

used in the popular sung theatre 
of Viet Nam known as the hat 

ehea, a rudimcntary form of which 

is the ch80 san dink, the chw per­
fmmetl in the courtyard of the 
dink. or communal house ·with 
its typically Vletnamese archi­
tecture. Leaving their mortars. 
pestles and huskers, their spir. 

ning wheels and looms, or, in 
the riverside villages, their fishing. 
baskets and nets, young and aIel, 
men and women hurry to the 
familiar dinh. There they find the 
crowded scene of a feast day. 

\Vhlle the tftong, classical theatrd 
or the cai luong, renovated thea­
tre, requires a regular stage, the 
{lleo san di,,/t is performed in the 
open air. A mat is spread on the 
bare ground and this forms the 
stage, The only decor is a sTIlall 
case, the nne 'which hohls the 
company's 
\'.'aIlderings 
:\sC{iste(l by 

belongings fluri ng its 
in the countryside, 

acting amI imagin:\-

1.ion, this scenery will suit eyery 
d1'8matic si.tuation. The specta­
tors are also on the ground around 
three sides of the mai, close 
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Song of Oars 
(The People Are Telling Their Own Story) 

enough to the actors to touch 
them. And so. very naturally, 
the two sides exchange impromptu 
Ji'llogues which show peasant 
vern: at ib best. The clleo san 
di'1Jh I", more than ;1 show. It is 
the people who gather and tell 
il1em~elvcs ilwir o\\'n sV.lry. 

Is it simply artistic enjoymellt 
til;li calls tbese actors-c;pectators, 
tu its <;anctuary? TIl(:" little buf· 
falo-boy play'S his ham boo flnk 
alone for hours on end, <;ltting un 
lhe back of his beast, At home in 
the t',:enings while the family is 
busy \\Tith the interminablt' job::; 
which are part of country liff' 

the young people will sing to 
their heart's content. It is not 
the cIleo pl3.y itsplf which at tncts 
this large audience to HlP dill./;. 
It is also a yeanling for the pri­
mitive communal life awakened 
by the rhythm of that drum 
which ~eems to have a soul-an 
imperious rhythm with all emo­
tional content which i~ ;\lways 
renewed because it springs from 
life itself. An t~cho uf thaI 'Ngoc 
Lu drum of heroic destiny-at the 
same time a mnsic,il instrument 
to invoke ntins or s()ulll1 village 
:\lerts in time of flood, a cauldron 
specifically designe(l for popular 
fea~ts ~tlld an ~lTtic1e exchange 
which couLl buy \,.hole herds (If 

cattlf'''- it ha~; always beaten 
yictorious ch:lrgcC{ against the 
terrifie(l aggressor. Such high 
df'eds \\ ill be long remembered 
by popular gratitude. 

,\5 a spontanenus theatrical 
manifestation of t lie m<l,>st'S, the 
rheo l1l:ry (httP back tv the dawn 
(If nur nation, with a prehistory 
of the time \vhen the first inhabi­
tants (,I' Van Lang had tn -fight 
before a hostik nature and ,,"hen 
thE- ireaks of th(" still untamed 
Rf·d Hiver used for a long time ... 
to compel 1 he peasants of the 
delta to keep re;viy th('ir O:lr" and 
boals. This agricnltund life, 
bound to rivers and \vat('r-sides 
i<; shown in the Dong SOil drnms­
sueh as tlw famous Ngoc Lu ,­
which d"te b:1Ck many milleTl1lia; 
:l1ld b~ar (lesign-; o[ houses on 

stilts, boat" and rowers by"" the 
side of kfWri (I) pla~'{-'fs :md rice 
w.unllcrs. I t is sho\\"n by those 
rituals still preserved in many a 
(lelLt region in which boating 
song-; alt' ch<1llted to accomp.1ny 
:t sham water voyage or real 
ruwer llances. In Son Tay there 
IS a popular festival called hat 
hui Re \\'hich is performed once 
ill ('\'eIT 3() years and includes a 
boat race performed with songs. 
The mystical piece eheo Tl'ai He, 
one of the most Cllll:ient pieces of 
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c!as"ii~;dcJlf'U -" Jilch i" "till pt'rform, 

ed today' in Hac Ninh, :1 pro\" 
lllt'" -r"Il')\'.IH:d f,n' its f.dk ~,in~­

illg klliJ;V:l a.., 'jtk{), Itr), ,l"picl, 

Ill(' COll',t !'W:tioll "I :1 fllIwnil louat 

\\-hich, 111 pCJjlld:u' twlid. ,dlUid 

tah, the ,1('ce;lseil ttl tIlt, (Jtll,'r 

worlcl(2). I·\u.:ts '",llch Lh these InelY 

SU!-;bt>-;t t/,;JI til( hilt I !teo, t)/<.: 

sOllg 01 O~lr". should be linked 
\Iith:l Yel',\' oj,! ri\'t'r:lill cultllrf", 

~lIld til d Jllimili\'t' f(,nl! (,f clieu 

1\ ;v"i I'r ,l(:1 i ;('(1 lJ('lo1"( t he name 

ihe}tt·:..i",tt',1 :lll(1 \\,lS ;IS uld ;:1'> 

til'-' ~:'ll1lml!rlity 
itselt (3). 

A People Tel!.s Its Story 

Crc:lb'd by peasants, dl'eply 
a 1 tached tu their ances tr;ti land, 
~mll filrollghouf history the mas, 

ler" of tJp'ir \ IJ!agt::s, the cheo has 
aliI ay_--, lin'..! ill til(' midst of the 
peopk ;Illd by tll(' people, llepict, 
ing thl"ir liard lc\:',i1ence and tht'ir 
aspiratioll to libert~' and PC'(tct' , 

\\lwk alld L'llltur,'. Drawing their 
plots frum legvnd" (l'u TIttle nhap 
ThiClI Th;Ji --, Til TIme Ventures 

im') Par.,di_se), BlH1dhis1 mythol­
ogy (fJnan In' Thi Kinh -, Deifi­
cation ot Thi 1\:i!lh), popular tales 
(Kill! Nk'1.Ji!, Clw Jla-i Than, Lu1t 
l1illh DIWi J !; [",', TnwHg Vien) 
lht'..,~ p(~a-;ant-;lct01"S, who were 
often ..,chob,l ~ as well, would 
bring ontu tite ~cene biLs dud 
~liecE-s of t Iwir own lives. Like the 
otlwr ciram,ttic games in Viet 
:\am, lltl~ (lieo rdlf'ct" the moral­
tt~' ~Illd t 11(' fet-"lings of a people, 
\\"hiit, tlll' cla',<;i~:~!l ttton/.i trll's to 
n'rnain Oft hoduc--.;: by chanting the 

"tories of nati()]tal hernes awl tht, 
(Ilnfuci;lIl tvacJlings (li" faithful­
llt:'..,.., tu',-, <1 1', I.s til(> king and i,.; 

qllite pi' pdl'ed to born,\\ it..; 
,iramati.., )It'r,,CJll'-l.t' Irom the Clti­
IkSt· clas..,ic-; :llHI \\ llik tilt' cai 
laoil,g is Uftell 1 ... , languid, Iwtlt'r 
_"Ilileu I() a cit> ,wdir'llct:', the c!t,,! 
;lS a peasant sll(o\\' and a Illirrur 
or tile peuIJI,-"-; ,..,old prd(-rs t() 

treat qlH'stillll-, ,01 hUUJ<l1l dC';tillY, 

!',.;pecially tile ("H](_litill11 oj' 'olmpl(, 

lolk illclLldin~ \\,011\('1: Tilt' cIas, 
~,ical clil'o play" kll.)\\ Jl under 
t!leir Ji~('rary nam. '-, (~"'!l'"(i.' in; "lit, 
hill", hill! SJI(U" i,lf:,L;:I;}l i)Ut)J/.': 

11', j'1'1tOIJ~' FieI,' :11"(' Ill"r,' tll~UI 

"lab]('ClUX." TllV\ ~In' ..,,1 TllC\ll\' 

indictmenL ul tlj(' j( Ild:rl 1",',,(11Il!' 

lirst \ lClllH, 

~;ceu~t:r . 
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,\ 0111 lli. t!il-

"Lind-, 

V\-h;lt i.., mon' lllc)\'ing :Ind al::;o 
nlO("(' :-;~'rnlJ( ,lie of tllp P,i ,;t suffer­
ing.., oj tll, \',etn:lnWSI' woman 
th:lll tho ,I':IJ]),I oj Thi Kinh) ~-\ 

!Joor !J(':h,lllt girl, ..,lll' married 
Thil'Il Si " .. ho helung.., III a rich 
lamily, ~I!(' j(j\,'-; him It.k(· ';11 the 
\\'C)lJH'll Iii tl!i..; l:(lllntry kno\\' how 

to 10\"(' i it,·i .. ituC;l),lllds: thvy art' 
,lffl:'cti(jn;tlt· :,,::1 ..,uhmi-:--;i\'l, It L~ 

in tbt: ("~l'l>' d;I\''; ut rh,-it" IIllioll, 
Une (''-'{'Hing, tbl' yOUllg m;lll falls 
illto a ligllt -;It"l'p \\ilil" ~tlOJl(' with 
his wifv. Ui_..,c!'\-('1"inf! un 'hi~ chin 

a hair gnl\\ ill).', the wrong way, 
sill' decide" tu cut it with a razor, 
lie \\'alit,s up :md takes fright at 

t)lI' "i,~i!l I': III' \\\ 1)"11. \1)P":Ij"' 

:1l\C('S ,I)'l :1~::'lll"'l Iwr. I kr 
lll('Jth('1 111-\;.\\ ',/'[O[Jl..; t!t:t1 it I.., d 

pn Illl'tiit:ol, Ii ,dt,'IlIJ'1 

Thi hinli \ 1)\0'" 

Huddhd \\',. n, \.i 0;( 

III d('sp~lir 
III 1's("H t() 

)1, .. - III ttl( 
p:l,~(1Il:1 

I H )11/, 

Ili"~:I!l·".1 Y()!!lIg 
("I(lllt'll. '1'111 _\l:iu, i,dI', 

1!1 Lnl \\ltlt IWI Illc:\II'>I,11,,]" 1,,\,­

L-;)jl,t i(-tlill,11 1"'I!J:,!h.l]"U:l', 

Tll:lJ1g ~\(J, 

charge~; 

p:lrt'lIh' 

l1utl'h 

lltCOll1t·:" llr<:,:n::\llt 
Till Kinh \'.'lth 

:i11d 

the-

JlllS. lel'd. TIl, L1 tVI" (Il1C! 11]0)'1' 

resigns hvr<;cH til hr'( L,tC. Turn­

('d ;\\\-;r)J I l lIm tilt' hl)l~T pLce. sll\' 
hilS to ral", C 11'(' (): ·fhi Abu' 

1l:lby. SII< wlll i,,()k ;Ift("r it jnr 

thr('e Y(';I1'" by ~'()ing trom hut ttJ 
Inn. ,]-,\(il,,"; Ilul":-cinr: moth!']'.., te, 
gl\'(" it tlJC:'ir br -;'sh. l-kr innoCl'nct, 
IS Guly disdns(',l ,[ it,·' ,t.-:,th .,ut 
(,f, -,}\.IUstinl1 :Illd "j](, bc('"nll-s 

tit(· dc iry OUdlt .-II!:, (ill (;("idl,:-,s 

(J!' ·,bwj,-('",I ill11I,,"'I)(,,· ;~ILI j(J\'f: 

Rim Nha1Jt is till' t~~l~:dly of ,l 

Wonl:Jn who is :1 \ idim to f(~udal 

Ulstoms of polygamy, :'LII, 1 aboy(' 
,111 to the immor8Iit), oj mamb r-
inisIll. Suy V,ln, th(· wift' of Kill! 
Nkml, a young o:;cllu [; 11', lungs Jor 
a norm::!.l and h:,ppy rn:lflipd lifl" 
But hl~r III an . ~I nlbit i( -'1I,', :lOd Ie,wl, 
only think" of L,l!lClllrS :llld coneu. 
biw's, III on]" to J'n't- lwrseH 
from this ()diou~ husband, Suy V~trJ 
feigns rnadne~:s, but falls a pre-y 

to Tran Phuong,:1 Don Juan. Tn ;, 
l'renzy, she drowns h.}rs{:)j. 

If the ending of Luu Bi'Nh 
Duong Le seems to be happy tltv 
WonWll is none tht' kss put to :1 

hard trial. What a delicate, mi~'. 
sian iq committed tn Chau Loni! 

by her polygamous husband to 
liYt, with a (lis,>olute 111:,11 and 
help him reform! Sht, cOllies tl' 

LUll Hinh at ;1 IllOtnf'nt wilen, 
ruined by his ~'scap{Jrles, he h:1" 
h('l~ll humiliated by Duong Lv. 
She -wins hi" confiflC'nce, and 
llrges him to study ;md ('ntp], tlw 

11l:\1l:!:lrinf' COllllw1iti'1l1<;. Shp wiil 

kl'f-p jlim hy spinnill,Q' ~11J(1 IVl'(l\" 

liH; likt, :\ 10\'inl~ wil(', Durin...; 

tlln'(' year.., slw 1l:1" I(l c,;lin (loWll 
till :lrdflllr of tlli.., rn:'!'n WIlli j ... 

L'(ill(j 11 ( I'\·d 11)-' Iwl' Ch;I1'I1l :!S wt-ll 

~~s 1Iy 111'1' ill(el1i~,I'lll'f' alld iH'1" 

\'irtut'. Silt will c:lrry uut h("r 
t;:lsk With ihHl(llJr. 

In J"l'Ito11g Vien, it i,.., unl)' by un 

Jln'C('lll'llte(1 ('fror!, ,It ::it'lf-(it'nial 

tlut the wunlan J\lst in ;\ ",ucidy 
J'1111 of SlldiL"" i":.J.,lLc, happ~ 
<'lId, Thi Pfltlllilg. ,I lUalHLt~'in',:> 

,1.IUghi(~r, i'i 11larr;"(j to <":I PU01, 

illtt"lli.L':cnt .uHl ll'\~)lv ]J('ascl11! 

Trouble'; hn-:-Ik (JUt. Tlu· \'I)IHl;: 
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Lists 18 years, Thi PhU(Hlg will h\) 
through many misforiunl''';, hlling 
",ucc('ssivl'iy into tht' eLm'.;; of ;1 

tiger, a demon ilnd a loca] g"nit 

(',Ich time sacrifyillg JP'l ,..",1 f t\l 

san~ her 1llother-ill-LLW hd()n' 
n'discovering her hU9band \Yhn in 
the llleantime ha<;; risL'lI tn bec()ll\(' 
a general.., 

Thest' ,Ire so mallY clf'atiClIl:, (If 
the p('ople's gcnills, C'llgrctvI'oi r<)r 
C\tT on the natiollal culturl' uy 
their humanism and tlwir social 

content. And tllest' C.,\,UlIPlP" uf 
~ufferiIlg and hnoislIl, abrwl::,1t ion 
~nd humanity llMke tht' Vid­
namese ,.,·uman a:-, fl'prCSt'nt c'd in 
the cheo into all illcarnatioll of 
this nation'~ tril,ditiollal Yirtul_':-' 

including that thirst forliberty and 
happiness ,,,,hich has ;dways been 
at the bottom of all this cOllntry's 
gr{'at historical uprising,..;, 

This picture of allClent \'iet 
I"iam shown in the ellerO, a most 
realistic art, would be incomplete 
,,-ithout the ht chco the" painted 
Llcf's." Bringlllg a gay IlOtt' to 
thl' tragedies of ;1 Thi Kinh, a 
SUy V;J_11 or il, Thi Phuong, th.:y 
continue tile illdictment of klld,tl 
sucidy, '1'11'.')" arl' dn·.'.,,'ir<l ill 

(Iroll costlJme~ ,111([ on tlldr 

smutty iaCL'~ Illay Ill' "'('en wnbilr 
muuslache;; whicll i '11'" rC<I '-,1 , th(' 
comical effect, 'J he hI' duo Iwl1.1llr.;s 
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to Y;lrIOUS cOlldltinns of lit I' ; :In'] hli.n<l' 
sont]p.,aYl'r, -.~('01l1.\_nc('r, i nnkt'f')I' 
\-illagc t('ac[1('r, lild drllnk.!,d, 

sClilw, depr,l\'l',1 iIlI1Cti n ll.!I-Y, 
mandarin's :-,qll, rO()tnLlIl. \ !Jllll_ 

!Ired diffen'lIt lYJlI',.., 11'llo Illake 
YOli laugh ;111·1 aboye <III J'l':l('ct 
Ie..,-; h,'..:aust.' Ill' their cunjorli(lw; 

and grimace;.; th:w through theil­
burllin,L: l()gic \VIll'tJh'(" Il\' Iltdk(':-, 

hi Ill,";(' I 1 pr (lthl']''' into ,I 11lIgllillg_ 

st()d, tIll' hr' rhea'.., killillg :-;,ltin' 

is Ill'1:.,l Pol;-t iClIlil.rl~ directed 
agaill..,t the oill ,,1)(:ll'ly whn:--.e 

e\'iJ:., and \·ie('" Ill' ...,ti,~l!latiLt""" 
.\lld ,'ill th(' ,";CL'll(' ,..;li')\Yi\),~ :1 "iILln" 
cuurt ill (Jllan, ,1'11 Tlli "'-inll pre 
scnts thnse who ;11"1' <;UJ)1 11 1-,(',1 (II 

di""pelhl' jU<;li(' dlW1lJ, deaf 

Thc IIp (/i' 0'<; {Cllci",41 I '-'partees 
011101 SI,II.'-,;plittinh tlicL:, _ the 

"nil' tl! .loy" in ,,-liiell Lll1ghtn 
lu..,('c; \\-;(h t(',u',,:,, -- ;-In' in hct th(~ 

rr'l eng\' Ill' (11\.' pca";dllt who U:;cs 

this roj(, ,i" prek:<,:t tn <i,CCUS(', 
dt'llt1llllCC ;Inl[ Cllr,'i(' t!it' I'Xploltl"'LS 

and dr'pf,!_\,',I, tt) Ilndermilll' the 

arro,~ancl.' ()f the ;~n';)t whilp 

t dkin,C:- up till' rklt'lIc\' (If the 

1111 III hlc, :l11,1 C~"llllllic.crating with 
ili:; OWI1 fate, :\lld always, \\·ith 
tllis wi-,(' ;11lt! ulld .. rst;:wding 
ll!l11Lllli:;lll which ic; the ha"is of 

P()P;J!;ll- Ujl ' lOlL..,Ill, thi'i c()l1fidCllCt' 

ill llw t-,'iumplt 01 Rigilteonsncss 
;1.11r! ,11l"t icr_" :l:ld 01W might add, 
ill the [ulun' of the natIOn, 

The thea Dance, Direct Expression 0 f Dramatic Emotion 

By its "cr.," Origin, t-!)(' cheo h 

a danced thcatrp, 111 the cla~~ical 
clteo pil'c('s, drallJatic ('IlWllOns 

and thought~, are rende, pd !lIlt 
only by 

peril a p" 
CIlIll:f'i, ('d 

singing, hut abo, an,] 
cc.pecially, b~ dallCi1]~ 

;1..., ,I ,'i(lphisticated 

furm uf mill}!', Ihis cll"'rcilgraph­
lC chOlrdct('1 determines, so to 
-.;ay, the Ctlll:~'-lliction (,f the pia)' 

into "('pi'ou'.llc n;llTatiy(''';'' lt1 

\\-llich dallcjn,~ ;Illd "inging dnTI­
op naturally ,1I](1 the crt>atlvity 
of tht' acilJrs is abk tf) phly 
it.... P,l1'/, SlIY Van dancing her 
,1I1guio.h, 'fbi .\fau dancing her 
COllcllpisr;PIl('I, Cll:lll Long louking 
,dler her 1IOi\'-.l'll\lJd ~llOrcs, ,l:=; 

\\ I'll <1:'> tI)(' 1':'.1I1tat lOll of the old 
drunkald Ill' Ill' tllP ...,taff-bearer 
hI', prn\,!{jc the ('llrfortllnity fOJ 
('lal)()f'(lt(' cll()j"t'ugLiphies which 

J'f'prtl'\lH'(' lll'lllY \'ilLlgp dances 
<11111 illl,j,~;I'" (\1 c<1ill1try lift'; Hui 
l1wa (haIT,':-:t ir'c,tiv;tl) (;u.t lua 
(halH'stillg), lIai dart (~~,dh('ring 
;ll111bllrric,..;), Xl to dd i'az 

("piJlnill~; :ll1d \\-(',l\'jllg), Jlna qltat 
(Jan dii.IlCe), ,\fUrl 1-1-0';1 (hat dance), 

-:11/((1 gO\' C,tick danc('), 
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These cont,lin most of the 
charactcri.stic dl'IlH-'nts (If the 
'-ictJlamcse 1 r;toliti()llal dane". 
A light, "IT)' tt'r~1.' \'\ olu\ ion in 
buth steps ,mil ;:,:e:-,tlll"t's \\-hlell 
are alway;-, tlancI,d and nt'ver 

realistic. The danct' ~tep;-, ai'" 

,llways PI'ri()rJIICd ,,-jlh tIll' Iw\'\ 
touching the gruuud, V.'jthout 

.... winging till' body, a dJ"placc­
Bll'llt lllay uitl'n he b~ thl' fed 
,dUll(' TIl(' arms and hands 

which arc c;tlkd \(1 dt'picl stail':-' 

of mind and also th,' ~l11TOIlJ1lI­

ing atI11()spher(' denut(' a gnlcl' 

all the more ll;dnral <1:-> it i:-, 

the 1"t':-.lllt of a c;m'ful trainill;.!. 
The finger:-, open 
<I [k] a lJoth(' r 

<In.! cll):,p (Ill(' 

Ii k(' " fl( 1\\"(']" 

p\'la1:-,." \\'jth (II" II ithout th(' 

inseparable folding pap!'l fan, it 
i.s sn subtle tll:-It 1 Ill" k,\st ,!..\l'stUI"" 
r"Yeals ;1 :-.t;{k of Illi 11<1, .\ lld 
the styliz;l1l()l1 ]:-. S(l d~lb(1r;-I\t' 

that tl11' Clttitud,' of jIlL' elLlf-

act~'l can 
when ..,eell 

\11' undt'r'ituoc\ 
fr01l1 afar, 

?\lu"t of the time, dancing, sing. 
ing <-llld mimicry ;Uf' simultallf'OllS 
parb of the dr(lmatic lwrfurmdncc. 
TIl\' pr(,~f:llt'ltioll of the intnn,ll 
being gaills by thie; \\ ithout CdU:.,­

lllgdny prf'jlldicc ttl pia:-.tic ile,lUty, 
Tl11~ happy ~yntll1':-,i:-, Il1J~' CXpl;'lin 
why the d,l11ct'o- oj til(' d('lt~l \\'hich 

;It the \)('ginnil1g 'l-" is l'Hwed by 
data irnm arch;wol()gy and klkJorc 

A daliu' in a IIwdrn-t 

cheo play Tinh Rung 
(I"Oi'l' 0/ tlie FIII(?st"j. 

\\ ere I l'r~- hk( l~' a~ fJnurbhing ;1" 

thoo-(' of the l11nulltainnuc, area::... 
<lftt'rwardo- \'iltllC\ll~' cli"apped.red 
;1:., an indc]"'f'ndt'nt ,c;enn' til bCU'I11f' 

incorporatefl 1I1tn thf' ekeo (lnd 
till' ()\ hf'l traditional theatn:s. 

The Cheo Song, an Intimate Alliance of Music and Poetry 

Thp mu~ic fJf (/teo, line ,)f the 

ricll('st in \"1et1\;IIJII''''(' ('llklur{', 
c(llltaino- se\'cr"l jl\Il1dlCd c<tnti­
leJJap which lIy t Iwir melodic 
and mo<l;d \\orklll<mship are <IS 

Illany f 11 igina I cIlJllpnsitinn~;. 

Their forlll;1\ ~;har<l':teTistjcs 

;Ire tht, dr<l\\-ing nul of the sam(' 
syllahlc l)Yer lllany l1utc" (;1 

C(lmlllon Ic,dure of ViE'tnamc:~e 

popular <-LiT~), and the frequellt 
Yllcalization on the Yo,\-el 'i' [i:] 
(peculiar to the cltto). But tlw 
che.o melodies differ from the other 
folk airs in the sense that they 
are specifically created for 
theatrical performances, So, the 
sap is intended for joyful 
~ittlrttinns and t 1lf' 1:(111 tn sari 
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circnm"tancf'S, \\-hile the n()~ 

SI( or recitatiolls hCi.H' no definik 
rhythm. Traditional1r 11f>'Y melo­
dies shcmld be crt'ated for new 
emotional states and so thp reper­
toire is constantly lwing elHiclwd. 

Declaimed sentences are includ­
{,tt in the text. Th('; passage 
from singing to dcclam,J.tion alIt! 

back ~lgain, i" prepared for hy 
the intonation of Vietnamf's(' 
speech itself which is judiciously 
put into account. SOllg~', and 
declaimed \vords are IYrittf'1l in :-1 

vpry poetical language, most 
often rhymed and strewn with 
proyerbs and sayings which 
furtl1l'r cnhanc(' their fhL\"(ltIr. 

(;heo singing 1" so I\l"'PiY irn-

prcgnated in the pcople'~ soul that. 
in provinces classified as the 
home of rhea noi (pure ekeo) , 
Thai Hinh, Nam Ha, Ha.i Hung, 
Ha Tay, thp children learn 
it at their mothC'l"s' knef's. As 
for \'illage ;Icblrs, they will 
easily m;lintain tlld,lty roles, so 
familiar tJlcy arc with the 
melodies, words ;\lld gestures. 
Many regim1s 8t111 holel ekeo 
,;inging competitions, popular 
feasts 1\1 which th(' musicality 
of a pea'iantry sen;,-;itivc to the 
,nts of peace i~ gi ven free rein, 
The compctitms will make use 
of national f01"m~' of poetry 
(especially of alternate verses of 
6 and S (cet kllOlvn as lue bat) 
or of other folk airs which are 
then modulated in the style of 
clleo. Professionals and amateurs 

will vie with nne another in 
intellectual initiatives, sentiment­
;11 outpourings and "ocal impro­
.... ising which lwlps to diffuse and 
('nrich tIl(' Illusical and literary 
stock ,,,till further. 

\'1I'T \,\,1 COl RIEI< 
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The cheo orchest.ril illcluded 

at ib beginning only one Sillg-
111g instrllIllent, the nhi (h\·(j. 

"lringed \"iolin), to Silstaill Ill!' 

acturs' yoiees. With tIl(' ('\"()jlltinll 

of illl' cheo to\"ards ito; pro­

lh:--.ionai form, other illstrul1ll'llls 
\\tTC delded, the ngllyet (mn(lll 

tile tone), the thanh la or cymb,ll, 
I he fin canh or castanet., tlw 1110 

(It rattl(', t'llgage in fr;1111ic l·i\";:l1n·. 
The c1'mnl is ~,ilf'IH;t'(l 11\' tllis 
rhythmic oYertun' awl thl' pl'I~' 
hl'gillS. 

several times and especially in 
colonialist jails, appealed 
to popular songs and eheo 
to activate their work of pa­
triotic education. In thf' part of 
the he duo, they would be ablf' 
to caqigate at will the French 
colonialists' perfidy and cynicism. 
Hight after its installation, tl)(' 
peapll"s power "'as intent on n'­
storillg national traditions. Stimu. 
lated by thl' 11l'W regime, the ff'w 
popuLlr sing{T~ who had ~urvi\'ect 
thl' night of feudal colonialism, 
those pious upholders uf the cul­
tUlal iHTibge inc;pirC'd by theit 
patriotism as well itS bv tl1£'I1' 
love of cheo, fervllntly devoted 
thcllls{'ln.'s to rescuscitating this 
art threatened with disappcar­
anc('.(.~) The first cllCO companies 
set up rigbt at the beginning uf 
the Il)45-1954 resistance came 
into being around such nuclei as 
TruIll 'fhinb (1883-1973), Ca Tam 
(r8ti 7- ICJ7z), Nam Ngll (born in 
1895), Hoa Tam together Wtth 
other veterans of (keo snch ,lS 

eu .:'I1am, Cll Phal1l, eu Phu 
(Cu je; ,\ \\'ord conveying tt:'spect 
10 old agf').,. It i." al::;o thank~ 10 
these masters of eheo tlldt only a 
~hort time after peace \Vas 1"('­

stored the School 0/ Traditional 
Theatre could OPl'(] its door~ 

.... h;q.wd guitar), sao and tif'.1( 

(bamboo flute.'-), franh (Tu-stringerl 

zither). III ttH' tradition o[ (hCll 
noi, e;lch {ilea performance 1-; 

introduced by:J tutti 11/ percus­

:.iol1, ill which Ilw t,'onr:: rheo 

;JlJ{)v("mention('d, <1Jlf)thel" drullI 

called frong eOl"l1 (I)f'C~llbe of tlw 

rice cake ~tuck at Olll' of it::; 

Ill'ad" ;IS <I means of ddlT11linilig 

The plaYC'1 of "'onr; cheo, a. con­
noisseur, if not tilt' fore1llust 110-

tauk of the \ illag<" would Iwat 
1)]1 hi~ inq rUIIll'nt \\-ith <I particlll;1 r 
"'ymb()li",1l1 (both on the skill ;11111 
tIl(' woodell \\(111) to COll\!')" ,"atic­

l;lcii()11 or di,"'picdsllfl' \nd accord­
ing to 1!J(' drum's apprt'cid.tioll:-', 
the "tage lllanag{'r-~or1hf: jury ill 
competitions -- would ~core lJy 
llsing sIlJall 
wen' tlH'll 

actors We're 

uamboo plates which 
cauntt-Ii Wh(,ll thl' 
paid. 

An Art Which Is Forging Ahead 

Thc natun' of the cheD, its COl]­
t('nt and form C;l.lISl' it to 1)(' 11101'1' 

than just it favourite amu~!.'1l1ent 
cd the masse:,. It is a weapon in 
the people'.'; hands for tll\:' Ik'£enc(' 
n£ thpir right s. 

In the 10th century, when Yict­
n<lmese f(,udal ~ociety was still ill 

it"- ascf'nding pha"c, til\' patriCltic 

King Dinh Tien Hoang h"11i appoin­
/"f'd a "'lnger, Phalli '1'hi T1'<ln, <1"­

the Court'"- Lady Expt'rt in charge 

of the SOllg and dance t1'alnln,:': 
nf arti~tic companit':-' lwlollgin,C: 

to tilt' king's i.tr11J~T: tiJi" h<lppI'llI'd 
'"lOll after this maker uf n<ltiona 1 

llnij~· hdd f!.'c;tn1'ed Pf'C\.C(' in llfJ7 by 
PllttHlg ,Ill t'llrl tu leud;ll riYahif's 
n'hieh had broken out I()l1()\\-ing 
the TeconqUt'st of indlvend('ncl' 
;:[ iter ten cl'nturips pf forf'igll dom. 

ination. This royal iayourdid not 
last long. As feudal n~acti()ll in­
tensified, peas;mt rcbPlliolls lJe­
C.ilTIC more frequent. This m,)\"{'_ 

Illcnt was rdlf'ctpil in 111(' eilea, 
,,"here the peupJc could al\\-dY:; 
raise their voice, t:':.pt:'cially in tht 
.o.;cathing critici~lm; of tht:' he (/teo. 

This soon brought down the ha-
t red of tlw ft:'uc\al rulert; on this 
p(lpular art. From the XVth cen­
tury in the period of the decline 
of tIl£' I.e (lynasty, thl cheo w,t-o.; 

banned from court cntl'rtaill-
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rnenh. Later 01). the poet Dan 
Ul1Y Til Was f'xcluded from lllan­
darinal compditil:!m:, bfC'cause of 
lhe origin of hi.c., motllcT, it duo 
,lctress, By that tune, musicians 
and artists Were relegated to j he 
100H"st ranks of tilt' fcud,d 
Itiera.rch~'. Uilly popular fen-onr 

wa s to sa W' th0 cheo from oblivion. 

:\nt untd l1ll' .\ugnst 1\('\ (l1u­

ti()l1 could tlll'd,lre, pdrtlcnLul:, 
the ("~(>, ('\p('ri"lH'f' a true 1('\ 1\",11. 
.\lr,.,,,dv dining the period 01 

illl'g;dit~·, rt',"Oluh)H;u~' militant .... , 
<llllOllg tll!'lll 
leader" of thl' 

many !l;·l'scht.dav 
I)H\"1\, lJ,l'J at 

In I (lj9. 

\ gctldxy of worker" in duo ha.rl 
! r,lined thf'm,-seiYps and. in then­
tllrn. became acli\'t' propagatnl~ 
and tr';tChl'L". Tht'~· arc the <'lctrt',,­

S~'S: Diu fIuong. Kim l,i('I1, Rlcl! 
Tuyd., Dif'm Lac, Minh T081l, 
'I !tanh Huong, Y<ln Chi, Thll~' 
J lien, Thanh Tram, Kim ~J~; tilE' 

adors: Chu Van Time (Who en(lt'd 

up as stage-manager), Bui Trong 
Dang, Dang Chuyen, Uuang Huy, 
Van KhuOllg, Xuan ~]uan, Manh 
Tlll1(lllg;tlie he chw: l\Ianh Tuan, 
\',m Phie11l, Yu Uuy, Manh H;'I, 
"!"liuy ~g3; th£' playwrights and 
dramatic critics: Han The Du, 
TI-an Bang, Ha Yan Cau, Trail 
Vuong, IIoai Giao, l\guyen Binl!, 
Tran Huyen Tran, Long Chuong-, 
Trullg Phong. Viet Dung, Phan 
Taj Quang, Nguyen Due Thuyet, 

(Contill/led on pag,? .1 0 ) 
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Publication of _tll~ znd V ()/lIll1e (1/ the~nt~olo'l)' 
of VietruJlllesc Litciiilllze 

i\f'HHOLOGl£:: DE u, 
LITTERATURE 
VIET NAMlENi'iE: 

A Page 

\q,1 >!kpl' 
r~~~U~_~f \I()!LJ- _)~ \\\ ',HU~ 

t,!JHH1')j"~ ~i.; tA'~"h~ 'llU.)<',·"lI.~' 
!I:~~." t~· 

I
N l.ll'=; prt·fau~ III a l)(lok on \~.idnam('>:{' litera~l1re 

I'WlTf' .\lH,tkun (J) wrote n1 rqlH: "Here 1S ;1 
ltt"pj'lr(' \\ hieh \\"C' , Frenchmen, apprn;lcll with 

~ln"Xin'l'~ \l'lIdrr:1(,sc.,. It j';;;:J battlefield, I _n't it!" 

\ il,1 c; In l1\: b ,,'; nil \\ ,-,rl, (~"cap('s t Jw social impera­
tives of ,ts ('1.1, "11(' can lTganl all literature as 
part nf a !lwfcil"ss ·,trll:.:glp bd\Yt'('tl the old and the 
11('\\-. Thl'. is ('''Ill'clally tnH' lor tlti." SCClllHl yolume 
pf the _l/l,t!tf)lo;;u; de /'_1, J_ittivat~lre Villt/Jamiclwe (2) 
covering tl'e dtll ;-ll1d the first lJ:llf of the 19th 

ccntury" 

In Viet Nam tlut pt'lil)(l \Y<1:'; ch,uactcrized by a 
<\rY'p ,'rio.;i" 1Jl r\('c,;ld{'nj feudal <;I)cicly. Ciyi! II-ars 
and the rapacity 0)[ the li1tldlon1o;, mandarin:-i and 
Ylilag-\' n"\ahlc:-,, hroLlglll: faminE' tn tlw pnpulatioll. 

"Ilc._.".c~.,i()n of p'-'ac;ant uprising;, hl",,1-:(' nilt. -:'Ilust 
hmuus (.l{ tho ,,_". w,v-; that of tIl(' T:J.\~ S(111 111 f77 T 

,yhn"e k,vIN, ~guyt'll Hue, bcc(ml\~ [{ing quang 
}'rnn)~ :Lll:l c,Lfried ('llt a number of relorms in 
lC\\"'JUl uf tIl!' peasant:-; ;lnd tlw deyell'IHTI{'nt o[ track 
an.) 1,.IlFltcral1.:-;. BC:-iidc,-; t-his, 111 :c(lcial strab 
we1 (' .1 ppt-aring wh, I Pj",_lTtl:1h',1 t 11" i n1 ]"<l(inct ion of 
nnv ide;ts. Finalty tl1l'n~ W,h I he 5jlo'dacle of a 
IlV lllril;C!ly' t(lrn by p~ots, soaked In 111xur~' ":l.I1r1 
C'll"rllptJon, COJllpnnnl,;lllg tilt' ()mlll)).)1 f'nce (It Con­
f.1CP;:Ul nrtlin,l();..y ,yit]; ito, principle "f absolute 
fidelity tu the llh)lI'ln~h. 

By \\"eakening, liUle b:-, little, the y"lu' of Confu­
cianism, this crisis br<JlIght ,111 lilt a brilliant flm\"er­
ing culture and liter(ltl1re. 
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of Unending Song 

Critid'>ms of the fell(lal society and a desire for 
happiness underlie most of the ,yorks ,,,hether by 
tlw people or the schohlrs. 

Thco;e ,nE' nc\v and rcvolutionary themes after 
spyeral ccltillrif'S of a morality which n>quircd abso­
lute respect tn royalty, the sacrifice of the individ­
ual to the regime ami tctal submission to tIl{' 
will of the father, 

In my opinion it is in the pupular novels that 
the social reality of this period is most truly and 
yiyidly reflected. The urganizJtion of the Vit·t­
namese commune was deeply rooted. The vi11age~-'1 
solid social units, remained alltonomous in relation 
to the central administration. "King's law yields 
to village custom. " Thus, escaping from the tram­
mels of Chinese culture and the rites of the official 
religions (3) ,,"hich, for twenty centuries, had para­
lysed the ruling classe,; amI scholar-gentry, the 
country folk defendpd national customs and tradi­
t ions and. preserved the fulklore heritage of the 
past. They ga\'c expression to theil' life and senti­
ments ill taks \\"hieh were handed do,yo from gener­
ZltiOll to gt'lH~ratiC'l1 by word (If moutb, like the 
clulJIsoh'-s dc i!.' ~Ic of medieval r1"3ncc .. \s an anti­
thesis tn the gloomy nostalgia, or the resigned 
melanch(,iy of some scholars, folk literature extol:­
rice (111(1 t(w harvests, the attachment of the peas­
aots to their land, the struggle against a harsh 
n(lture, tlw lnve between the wood-cutter ann the 
princess. lhe epic of kgendary herm's,. 

The COlll t, the mandarins and notables are cursf'd, 
and luxury and corruption denounced with ferocious 
humour. Et{'fnal ::,ocial truths-the complete sllb­
mis:";ion of the subject to the sO\"ereign, the son to 
his father, the ,'loman to her hUi-band-are o..-er­
turned. The rebel is glorified and free choice in 
marri,lge aflirmed, 1t is worth noting that folk tales 
invariably have a happy ending" Through the om­
nipresence of genies, demons and gods praise is 
given to the man "\yho, by dint of audacity and per­
scycrancc, he comes master of his destiny. 

!'ulk litera.ture gave Vietnamese \Voman a role 
WhlCh corresponded to that which she held in eco­
Humic and ~ociallife" In fact, in production as \\eU 
as in the famil:,>~, the wife replaced her husband \.,..ho 
most of the time was a\vay from the village because 
of uprisings, civil ''lars, corvees for the king, build­
ing of dykes, etc. 



Songs and "tories praised her virtu(), faithfu1nt'!'ls, 
courage and good hlllllour . Tlms tlle beautiful J\goc 
Hoa, daughte-r of a wf'althy nlZlmlarin, marri(,s Phalll 
Tai--a poor man -'1omething \\'hiL'h i" ill it:,>,.jf a 
revolution. The intrigues (If a jpalIJll'.; ';uitor I'{jlilpl.j 
hel' to jnin tlk rl)),al h:rn'/Il. Tn ,1('spair, PlulIl T:li 
re-tires tu a pag\lda: 

This i., bllt one a-.;pect-thoug)l a striking one 
of a b(juk which is I,!l the \\'ho1(' astonishillgl\" Ilt'ar 
and acce..,sible - dOllbtlt'<;.., becanse rnan\" authors, 
whu :Il tllat tinw jOlllni thl~ I.H'ople in ~l common 
strnggle and slured tlp:'"ir j(Jt, h,l\'[' borro\\'ed the 
Yl'i':tl'it\, and :"ilJlpllCity ,.j' their langllagt" 

1 bow to t/ie wishes 0/ tlte h'ing 
It i:; O1~ly mv sorr01f.!/ul late that 1 hlalJle 
The God 0/ 1Jtarria.<;e d1'd Hot hiess 1//£' ... 

But Ngoc HO~l refuses to rC'';ign lWl··;elf t<.·. ]Jo.:r JettE-: 

The Tlarf!Jl has iiO lad 0/ heantil's 

IVhy impuse Vultr lail;' on a married [,'(!!I!all) 
If YOH tOJme;d my YOSV cheeL; 

I UJonld mther die th'tIl betray my li!I.'''I!lnd. 

The herdint' ,d lloa.ng Tnw SCOtlr..:; the seas in 
search of her husband. Refusl!lg to suomit to des­
tiny, she OYeTcome-; thou5ands of difiicultif's so as 
to reconquer :.lnd pn'3en',' her happines'-). 

This homzq;e gOl·S beyond the purely folk litera­
tnrt>, ,uHI is found hrstly in the work-; of female 
writtr:-;, f~spf"cially in the remarkable pOt>rn" or HlJ 
Xuall Huong, TInt ,)Jll.\-, a '-ltroJlg indictment ~lgainst 
the h'eatmel1t of women, but also a pl!,;trling f01 

freedom of choice in m3.rriagl~, the right to be an 
unmarriE'G mother, the equ:llitv of tite seSt''i. 

4h ! It could :;Iud my shin to turn intu a r1lan. 

To bt!cOIne a II 'Y,J 'i.'Imld h/3 child's play. 

It is also ill the manellolls poem j{ieu, large. 
excerpts of which (',lll be read hen: ... 

-- .. ~---.-.~.-.- ---- . - _._---- ---- ... _-- --_. -. 

t 'I' (' 'J r f': ( 
, ' ...... I "j 

Tieng Sam Dien Bien (The Tllllnrlerbolt of 
Dien .Bien) , Pt'ople''i Army Publi:.;Jling lIouse, 
Ibnoi, 1974, 13:< 10 . .'1, ·In I pagl·~-;' 

. \ collt'ctioll of arlicl{,>', lnok !:xcerpis allil 
studi(·s publislwd all 0\'('1' OIl' world dv:ding 
with the Ylctory of Diul lii"1! Phll, its 
evolution :lI\'j impact. 

~ Nhung ky niem ve Bae (.\lenJ())I"s (Jf L~ncll' 
Ho), Vi(,t lbc Publi·;hillg HUllS!:, Bac Tkli, 
1973, f3 '< 1\-1, LJ-4 Ilag('_~' 

16 c:tdn·s {,f minol it\' Ilatiullaliti"_,,, [rum the 
Vh,t Hac . \ lltollOUlOlIo.; I{('~~ioll (J](Jl·th or tIl(' 
DRVN) write rt'miniscl'ncec; ut thc·ir meetings 
with Presid,"n1 Hu Chi \huh 

the 
Nhung nguoi eung 

Same Frut111ill() hy 
tuyen (P\·opl\, nf 
Hai II" Peoplt"':, 

-.---~----. -"---~-.-- ----.0- _____ _ 

----,- ._._-. __ .. _ .. 
Nu 26 - July 197,1 

11 is ,1 lJ{)(J!, \\hi<:h is attr.lctive a.nd l-neciullS 0," 
it-; di\nsity and richn(''i~', also b~r the ehal1t'rJg~" 
inherent ill it..., Pllblic,tion in !'[ulwi in r~)73, and 
llu;t!l.r b:v tlH.' liglu it sheds un tjw present-day 
rea lity. 

Tt i_", a page of the Vil'!naIUt'se peupk'" unenrling 
song (jJ hupe :twi act inll : 

I wz11 pL'!!!' Wini' slOff'lI' (UP hv cup. 
J r':'ill te/,i/tl'l), .'uv 11,".1' i'dSl'5 /11 a lIlftnmo' 

, of alcohul, 0/ pof'frv. 
A/ailya time i'lli' ,I,ull g~'1 dl unl .. 

4nd Wi.! skill livr ... ide! lJI' ~idt' till flit, Old 

uf ulir duys, 
lIapp-//lf' ,,'Jill ;,'ash l{tthlV tlie years 0/ sorrow 

ami end/eSi waitinE' 
A11d, dIrefully PJ'I'/I'{f i'i/; ('!II' lu;'e, 
IVe situll I'liiu'Y tht: hle.,·sings 0/ I'tat e 

Oil.' !tn~!J(O!d, i! i, lonr-;Iilr; lor a prf'll!pt rciurn 

That f s'-'y Illest' CI )'~i':, ju.ll of te!ldrJ'iiess. 

f.lLr.I"JE W.\S~IES 

(1) Edit,l;- hj (:hil'/ 0/ "ElwofN. >, 

(2) Fnr('i~;!, ['lJlgl1.';J5 P"')lishing HOi/se, llanoi 
fC)7 3· 

.\rmy l'lJhlisLin~~ IlollSI 
13 X T R,K, 3S-'l pages. 

Ilanoi, r I);.L 

A no\"('1 depicting till' tlni\'itie'i I)f ihl' fighters 
in a military li<1iSOll post on th(' Truong Son 
communic:ltioll liTl\" in thl' thick Ill' thL' \\';Ir as 
they work to fulfil tJI('ir t:l<:k (J( transp()r1ing war 
lllat-(Tial fnr the· j'nHlI1ill( in tim(' . 

- Ao Trang (\<\'bii(· }{obe), by -,VRttyen. Van 
U01l-g, Youth Publishing J-I(lu<;e, 1 laTIOi, 1\.)73, 
13><19, 2[.c.; pa!.;-t.'s. 

TIt(, 110\'('1 (·11I,lgil.[·s tlll' il{,hh· ql1aIiti('" oJ 
a progr,'ssi\·t.' ~;lll'd('llt who_-;e (\cti\"iiies take 
place :lInOll?: c;llul("llt circh-s in S:t.ignll, and, 
:--ther h(·r arre';t, in tlw PUP!,f"t prisons. 
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The Hat Cheo-Song of Oars 

:.IgUyt-ll Thi Nhung; ttlt:" SCt;'IIt'­

paintn ~gllyen Dich Ham; tlw 
ch(1reor,;raphe-r ll() ~goc Can; tIlt' 
Illu..,ician:; : Hoang Kit'U (illusicol(l~ 
gist), Bui Dut' Hallll, ~g(Jc Phall 

(composer,;), Tran \'inh (tit'u­
player) Van Phuc (1ihi-piayer) Tit,· 
Tuyco (liguyu.player). 

:\lost of the traditional cheo 
-;tl)ck ha:-; been re\'i\"ed for the 
stage and new play:; written in 
the style of tilE" original :1.rt. The 
dramatic matter i'i always dra\\ II 
from tales and legends. Tam CU-III, 

tlte Vietnamese Cinderella; Thach 
S-..lllll, the people',., Saviour; .-ill 

ri~m, the legend of the wat-er­
IIldon; La nUDe thau, the magic 
pitcher, from historical subjects 
rebting to till' resistance (Jf the 
Tran (lynasty ;Lgainst the \-Iongo! 
invasion in the T3th centnry, 
sneh as Pham Sgu f.{W and Trail 
Quoe '['taOi and the drama expt'­

rienced hY;1 cOllcubine ut King 

\linh 'hng, Co SOli, at the start 
of the [:)tll century; many in· 
"taIlCt·S uf tl1l' reV{)lllti~lIlary strug"­
gle in tIlE' years 30's with Co gU'i 
song Lam (The ),Iaidcn of th(' Lam 
Hiver), Phien da (Till' Stone Slab), 
.\'g!!oi (0}1 gai song Cam (Tht' 
Young (~irl t)f the elm Ri\'er). 
On'r 50 (lieu play" art: (It'\'ot(~d 

to tlw peoplt"s State dl';.J1ing with 
the agrarian reform in Chi 1',(/11/ 

:Lnd Chi !Jan (built on a fE'alistic 
novel by .:-.Jgo Tat To), the cu-oper­
ab\'e moveuwnt in ('0/1 tran Jwi 

t.ha(One Ruffalo for Two T;'arnilit' . .;), 
t he resist ::tnef' against US aggres­
sion in nuonr; ve traJJ r/-ia (On the 
Way.Back tl.l the Fmnt), NguY1'I1 
Vir'l -Yuan (aHel":l hero of this 

name), Co i:iai phong (The Liherat­
ing Cirl), awl the construction 
uf s()(;ialism in ')'oi to I'ang (The 

Cold Silk Thread), LUH flien (En­
croaching un tht' :;ea), N,,{!fOi Dltu 

'rM01'ig nu-i (The Dan Tribe Come 
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D<Jwn fru1u their .\IoLlnLtill~), '-wh 
fling (Lo\'~" of F()]'I-st-;), 

Thil"ty y('ars of peoplt-'-; \I'I\\[,:\" 

ha\'l; wituessed the t"rnergt'nec in 
:"-Jorth \'iet :\alIl of f/I prvfes­
siollal (1I,'u ('ompanie-;, fILlny of 

which datt" back to the fir,d rf'~ist­
a.Ilee, such ;:,1::; the emthll I1I)//s" 

0/ Ch,'u, the !JullOi Clteo COlllf':JJ-JY, 
1he lIa'iphoHg Cheo Company. Tile~' 
bring their help to thousands uf 
;IUlatf'tlr ensf'mbles set up in agri­

cultural and handicraft co-ope!"l· 
live:>, factories aud building .·'lks, 

schools and administrative .-;(:'1'­

\'ict'-;, 

From the dt'Jta plains, for:l 

I()ng: tilllt' its h~\"Jllrite land, tile 

,Iuo ha" conquered thi' citit~S ;,1101 
IJ\(!untainOlls ;:lreas ill North Vit"l 
:'\::1lI1 and later in ('entr,d <llld 
South Viet Naill, to l)(,COlllt" 

llowal lays (JIlt' of the lIJOc;T pOpll­
tar and TlVl"cst'ntat iye lllilllii't':ita-

1iol1s of 1l,ltinIl:lI cultur:ll lift:, The 
l\l[lClerll clleu is still tilt' ])(,(jpl[' 
telling themseln-s their st(Jr~' 

but a highl~' conscious p('opj,>, 
who b:L\"t- takf'1l in hands tlwir 
~,wn dl"stiny and art' all the fllurt::' 

t-namollreJ uf liberty, independ-

ence and pe-8.ce as they h~lYP 

been hardened in the crucible 
of nearly half a century oi 
re\'olntiunary struggle against 
the wmst aggres>;ors e,-el" record­
ed in llle liistory of mankind, 
The artistic festiyals both prn~ 
fessional antI amateur, in which a 
place of honour i'; always reserved 
for the cheo, stands as proof to 
this_ .\11(1 the yoice of rheo which 

in the gloomiest years uf WilT al­
ways ,spoke out proudly and st·r­

enely has passe<l beyolHl the fron­
tiers uf this country, bringing to 
the \vorld tlle artistic Il1f's<;age of 
a traditional and ft'\"(I}utionary 
Viet ~am, 

In the prl':-:>ent historical phase 
when this :lllcient land of art and 
cnlture i::; meeting everywhere all 

unheard of enthusia,.;m, we may 
safely expect that the c!leo tlleatre, 
lik(' the other cultural activitit's, 
will experience a new flowering 
especially 011 the occ~si()n of the 
[(J75 festi\'al, leading towards an 
<lccomplishp(l operatic genre-the 
picture of a people and the syn­

thesis of a national culture_ 

DAO TRONG TU 

cHurch [07.1 

(J) Bamboo piP!' 

(2) In I9fir at Ihe village oj Ngoc 
f(he, Tlmy Ngnyen district, Hai­
pll01lg. live tombs were discovered, 
rach containing a (of/in »Hlde 0/ 
the trunk 0/ a trte hclloWNI into a 
caHoe (Historical MUSeHnl, !fat-wi), 

(3) .4nother different erpJanatiun 
Ir ies to mal,'f the word cheo a 
derivative 0/ Trao or satire sa 
turning the chen illto an MclHsiv~Jy 
satirical !YMire_ 

(4) The great famine of 1945, 
Bemrated by the French t"olonialists 
und the japa?il:se occupying fon'es 
at£ the eve of tltdr collapse. caused 
the deaths of some th'O million peo­
ple in the delLI provinces amOtlg 

leI/om were most 0/ the popUlar 

artists. 

\'TEl'·:".\~1 CUURIER 



CHRONOLOGY 
(C'uidinuI'd jrul,! lu".e 3!) 

:lction (including 3 divisions and:1 brigades); :'i0''; 
posts overrun, IO~ aircraft down or burnt-, 3! f 
tanks and ~rmoUlll't'd cars destro),t"I], /)35 \'(s~c'l-; 
-mnk or damaged, .;lU/,U() peupl(· liberatl'd. 

3 -- The Foreigll ~linistry of the H.S\':,\ 
declared that all t1le natural n·soun:<.'s in 
South \'iet t\aIll, including' oil, ~tr,· (Il(' 
inviolable property 01 thl' South \'id­
namese people. The 1\gll.ven Yan Thit:lI ad 
ministration ha~ no right whatever 10 repn> 
sent the South Vietnamesl: p(;ople in concedll1g 
to foreign firms the right to exploit thes~' re­
sources; u,ll acb aimed at making use of tlw 
Saigon adminisiratioll cUIlcerning such, COll­
cessions an' violations uf tlk interests ot thf' 
Vietnamese people and will be ent'rgetically 
opposed. 

-- By order of tltt, Saigoll ulltlluritie,; tJl(' 
puppet twops lobbed shell>.; OIl Tan f-liep prislJlI 
(Bien Iloa) causing many casualtics :llll(.tlg 
the prisoners, after which Uw\' laid tIlt' biamt" 
on the liberation troups, 

+ -- The fifth allIli .... ersary uf the furmati{)l1 
of the PRG was commelllorated; at a lIlt'd­

ing on this occasiun the PHG wvi('\\l'(! tIll' 
situation of South Viet Naill awl laid uown 
new political tasks fur the South Vietnarnf'St' 
JJl'ople and armed forces, 

--- Thousands of college and sclloul stLtdt'lJh 
held big demonstrations ill I 'hnolU Pellh 
against the government awl dt"m<tnried that 
1.011 Nol relea';c 15 ar[!':-;te(1 teacl1ers awl 
students. The comb;!L police attacked the 
demonstrators, killing a number uf people, 
including the Minist~'r and Vic('-l\linistt'r of 
Education held by the student:-; as hostages, 

0- - The Foreign Millistry uf thp DI{VN iSSlit'd 
a statt~lllent strongly condemning the I'S fur 
illcreasing military and ('conomic aid to Nguyen 
Van Thieu in order to allow him to prolong 
tht' war and cau::;(' tCll"ion in South VietNanl, 

-- At 1'1Iu ])nc, Thieu (ieclan'd: "Tht, l'S 
only hil~'; to supply 'war material and th!' Ht'!111-
blic of Viet NaOl is ready to contriuut~> tIll' 
hI(lod uf the Vietnarn('se'," 

7 - - 1'lw DI{VN National ~\ss('llIbly d,'leg;!liul1 
headt'd by its Chairman, Truong ( hinl!, ('ndt'd 
It,,,> frie-ndship visit tu Illlllgary i't'~Lln OIl 
,l\lay 23, 197-/, 

--- 1'ht: Soutll Viet Naill vVulIwn's />e/t'galiull 
It'd by Mille Nguyen Thi Dinll, j'r""jcl<-Tlt of 
tilE' South Viet Nam Liberatioll \VUIW'lI'S 
I :nion, nwmbL'r of tht' Presidium oj tltl' Suuth 
Viet Nam NFL, Dt"Jlllty-CollllnalH!,'r "f tll!' 
PLAF, ended its friendship visit to tllt' Suviet 
('nio11 . .:\hne Dinh was ;twanll'(l tile IA'rlill 
prize for her contribution to the stn·ngtlwlIing 
of peace and friendship IIt'hH:en n;ltiollS, 

I1ptraying the US commitment:ls:t ,Sil-',n:1-
tury to the Pari:-; .--\..greenH-'llt, Kissinger :It 
the Jfou~t: of Represl'ntatives Fon'ign l<.cJ;(-

1 ___ t~OIl_-'; Cummittee on JUlle --/' and tIll' St~l1:lt(' 

Fnn'il<ll l,c,l:ttiull" ('()l!\lIlitkc un .lurk 7, :Illd 
:tt a pr('-.;s C()llrt~n·llct· UII .J l!IH.~ II, [lJadt' rf'pt:at­
("(I statert]('nts defending tilt" l '::-; p(J\ic~' of 
aggn::_s,>i(JIl awl inkn'enti()ll ill Vi('1 Naill, and 
slandnillg th(' j)fn':\ ill (mler t() iu~tif,\, the 
failun' 01 tlw t'S tu tultil ih pl'Ollli",' In eun­
trihute t() tIlt"" llt'alill~', !)f tIll' \\':J.r \\ound" of 
tIll' D!{VN, 

--- I n an l'ug,lgeIlH'1l1 
(alllhu(ji:ln Jutri(ltiv 
_\ml~riean 11dllcnallt, 

llt'ar Sili;llH>uk\'ille, tht' 
t()i"C,'" C:lptllrt'd ;111 

. .., -- Tht' JJ:wf{kuk l'vst u'p"rk<i tIl(' Thai 
Foreigtl ~\lIlli."kr ('h;lkhai (hllnha"all as 
saying: " Vi/I' IH'l'd tilt, prt'..,ellCt' (,j the l'-S ,l'; ;l 

tMI'gaillill~ ;11)(i dett:rr,'llt t'nrc,',' 

:\j'[!'f d c()i\Ce,.,siull Iliad!, lyy tht' Saigul1 
~ldlllilli'itra1i(J1I, ill n-"tdriIlg ,:>()jllt' pri\ ilegl's 
;lIld iIllIIlUllitit-~, I!, tht' j'kC; alld IH{V:-" mili­
tary dckg,ltil)JlS, the P!{{~ lllili!;:Lr~' delegatiun 
d,.cbn'd lku it \\(luld rt'tllrll t() tljt~ bipartite 
l'()llit'n'IlC(' tahl(', 

JU DilJ\()Ill:ttic r!:'l:.lti~l!Js bl-twt>ell tht" 
l{qmbJic of SOllt h Vi!'t ~alJl alld tbl- }{aLtgdsv 
H('[Hlblic (",t.ddis!Jcd, -

- ()ll JllIlt' ~) allt! Ill, 19/".i ,Ill "rdl'fS frolll 
~gllyt'll V,W Tllit'll 110~JligalJs attacked :111 
.lilt i-coll:-;criptioll dt":ll1Ullstratioll of JU() uonn-" 
:It Kil'll Thanll town (Rach (~ia province), 
killillg .'i lJunze~ and injuring 17 others. 

I J._ '1'1](' qoo million-doll:lr dill tIl S;dgon in 
tIll' iIsc;ti ~'ear Ilji'I-75 was :Ippro\'t:d by the 
lOS Selldt(' with a ,if> -!-.1 maj(ll'ity. 

[2 HSV:,,\ Foreign \lini..,t(·1' lSguyen 'fhi 
Hillh at tended, ;1" ,In ubC'erw'r, the t :unfert'llct. 
uf L;e:l(J:.; of Stall·" dlld CU\,t'l"lllIlents ot tht, 
(Jrgallizati(lll ul _\frl('all [-nit~" Iidd in t!w 
c:q;iLd ui SUIll;t\i:l. 

J3 
l{oT'l't 
Hord 

, (h\ ing t() intern;d dh:'('ILSion, the Long 
cahiIl!'t tL'1l1lt'r~'d iL n'signation, L()n~' 
was a"k('d to forlll a IH'\\' gOVL'rnllH'nt. 

[-I- 1{('cllgniti()11 ()[ I he RSV1\ by ~rauritania, 
The tWtl cOl1l1tri<,s \\ill t':-itablis'h diplomatic 
relations at ambassadorial 1e\'d, 

, {'nUI1011Y Iwld in Bb:lgr<lde fur till' c;igl,ing 
(,f <In agn'('m!'llt OlJ lloll-r('juntiahle economic 
aid granter! lIy .lugosh\'i~l to tb(' PH(~. 

J 5 --- TnUJng Tic'n Vat,;1, S:ligoTl ~;t'n~ltor, m~Hle 
kllUWll '-I IdhT (krnalHlill,L; tilat- Tllil-II ",tel. ,,,i~ 
gcneral'>, tW() l'Ol(111t'1" and m:lll y' <Jffic('r,; of 
t h,' Saigoll ~trnl~', 

- ()n the occ:l,;i"ll ()f lIw first allni\'cr;o;aT\' 
of th!· ,;igrllng "j tin' Joillt Comllll/Iliqll-~ 
<;i~Ult'd OJI June q, I')I,L ;tnd markillg 1& 
IIJ(Jllths uf iJllplenl('lltillg tIl!' Paric-i AgrcTI1lt'llt 
Ull Vid Naill, tilt' J)IU; Foreign .:\linistry S,-Ilt 
to nll'mbers uf tlw Intl'rIutinn:L1 Confer('ne!' 
()ll Vi('t NaIll, tilt' jlll('rnatiolt:11 ('ollunissio[J and 
tht, (;~ Secn'tary, a note d(-noullcing 11w 
C()TltiIlU:ltioll (It ('S illy()lY(,Ill!'llt and int!'ffn­
("lice ill ttlt' illt'-'rll:d affairs of S!lllth Viet -:'\a.rn 
and 1/](' :-,t'riiJtls :';(lb;::,tag" (If til(' )I.lri,; 
A,grel'lllt'li! ;.md tht" !<.lillt - Cl1llllllUIliqu0 by 
tlw I'S, 
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MAY 

I:"; The AIlH'ricrtn Congres':> approvpd an 
additiullal credit of 4') Illilliull d,)llars a,; tl'u­
numic "lid to i'\guyt'n Van Thien for the fl,-)C011 
yt·ar I 'oJ73-197 I, 

Vl -- .-\ccunling tu tilt' Saigull Ilieli i'm. in 
the tir~t -I Il1"nths of [~-J7-+, the Saigon adminis· 
tratiu!1 sl'lzed ~).3' 273 milliull piastres uJ ta-'.:I.:" 
irum tlw ]It:'uple, more than duulde the figure 
(if till' ,,;\llle Ik'ri()d ill It)73. 

- The sall1~ IMper .tlsu repurtcil tll:tt tdcto­
rit''; fill- the.' manufacture vi arm.,;. and arnIlluni­
tlOll \\111 Ill' LJullt by -\.rneric:::tlb III Suuth 
Viet .t'\:llll. 

":ll -- E:,;Ltuli.;htlWJll .,f di!JlulllHic relation" 
:Lt :unlJassad,ni.tl It:vei \.;elwcc·JI tIlt' RSV~ aIld 
(;lli11,';1 (Bi-;-;au). 

- The PL \.V' att:u.::ked Nha Be fuel de-puL';, 
LO krn -;out beast uf S:1ig,_lll, setting un fire 3 
miiliUll litn's of petri!l, 

o! [ US DdellsL' SC'netary SchlL~sillgt·r said 
that the l'S ha~ a "natural commitme-nt" iu 
cuntinut' granting aid t<J the }{cpublic of Viet 
Nam. That cornrnitmt"llt requires the liS tu go 
(Jil sending- \\ar material in sufficient (juantities 
to the (, H.~'publk of Yiet NatO. " 

- 'I'll,' Sallya Thamlll<ls:lk cal)illd 111 Thai~ 
land tendered it:-:; resig-natiull, 

:2"2 - Setting lip of a permanent PI{(~ dele· 
gati()ll ill France. 

--- Thl~ Sa igull J1t:w-jpaper Dong Phuong: \V, 
Cllllly has c.Jll1e-tu Saigon for the fifth time since 
hi:-; oppoint lIlent as hea(i of tlH' CI.-\· 

- 'I'ht" l'S Huus!' of Hepresentat i V~'S voted tu 
maintaill the military ;Lid grallh'd to lIw 
Sai,g.m ,vlrnilli~trati()ll III 1<J7--1--75 at tht~ 
Ien~l uf 1, I '2/) milli(J1l <lullars. 

23 Tlit' lJl{\,~ .Natiunal ;\ss('muly delt,-
gation hl'aded by its Chairmall, Truong Chinh, 
member uf tllC Political Bureau of tlJ(' C('ntral 
COll\mittee Ill' tile Vid ~am \Vorkers' Party, 
ended ils \'i,.,it tu Czecho:-.lu\'i.lkia, lHcgUll un 
'\Iay 10, /')71. 

-- \ccunling to the Saigon paper Song Tluw, 
tht: Saigon ;l·lmilli',lratioll obLLint'u 34','11llilliun 
dollars i'r,JIll tllC '_~l\ll auction ()f oil pr,lsIH'ct­
ing righb, ill whit~h ~e\'eral capitali::,l compa­
Ilies tL)LJk part. 

-- ']'Ile Pathet I.ao new,,; agellcy Jellounchl 
Saig.lil kr sendillg 5 helictJpter.-; carrying culU­
rnandu-; to area,.; cdntrolleLi by the patrilltic 
furce" in S,luthf:rll I,aos. 

.! I \Vith ,LIl additiuna1 credit of 50U,OO() 

dl)lLlr-" 1. 1S ('collumic aid to 1.011 Nt)1 in 1973-,--1, 
amoullll'd lu 3./,2.3 milliun dulhns, 

VIET ~A:\l CUL10EH-);' ;Hi-Jllly IY74 

25 - Thieu sacked Nguyen Van ~gan, his 
special aide for political and econumic aHa irs. 
one 01' the founders of Thieu's Democratic 
Party. 

.~() - " The o.;puk(-'~rnan of the Fureign l\-linistry 
of t1l(:: f{SV~ issued a statement on the threat 
by In(\()nesia and Iran to withdra\v from the 
I Ilternat ional Commio;sioll. He commented that 
it WdS up to them to make such a decision, 
but so long as they remaineu as members of 
the Ie, they should act dcc(Jriling to the iunc­
tiolls :ind tasks assigned to them by the Paris 
_\grel~llwnt and its prot(Jl'ol·~ 

27 -- UPl: In the eneruaclJluent operation 
i:L.:ain~t the Ben Cat area, the Saigon author­
ities uSl'd F-5E jets manned by American" for 
t h,' fir..,t time 11) attack the ciYili;m population, 

- The t-htional Political ClJuncil of Coalition 
in Laos approved the political programme pre· 
st.'l1ted by l--'riilce Souphallouvong, its Chairman, 
(ou the" building of the Kingdom of Laos intu 
a IJl'aceflll, independent, neutral, democratic 
and prosperous country," 

- Graham Martin, US Ambassador to South 
Viet Nam, urged the US Congress to grant aid 
to Saigon; he declared that the US would not 
let down South Viet Narn. 

3U - The spokesman of the Central Com­
mittee of the Lao Patriotic Front issued a 
-;tatemenL strongly uenouncing the es and 
Thailand for using Ttuiiland as ,-l base fIJI' 

intenention amI aggression against Laos and 
(Ither Indoch.inese countries, 

j I - Twel\"e oil companies from the (TS, 

Canada, Britain and Japan joined the number 
uf firms prospecting for Gil on the South Viet 
~all1 c(Jntinental shelf. 

Thiell held a confen:ncl.: \Yitll hb Chief of 
Staff and the commanders of the four Army 
Areas. He called for economy in the use of 
I1l11Illtions and fuel, and "prosecuting the war 
in a small \\'ay" in order to cope with the 
"not so bright" prospects of 1-S aid, 

Sanva Thammasak, Premier of Thailand, 
:111H.lullcerI his new cabinet composed of 14 
mi'listl~rs and [(I vice-ministers mostly from 
tllu..,e who supp0rted the pulicies of the outgo­
ing Thammasak cabinet. 

JUNE 

I 15ig \'ictories w,m by the Cambodian 
p.ltrilltic forces in the 11)73-7--1- dry season (up . 
to i\l:Jy I'J7~): Ql.7(JU enemy troops put out of 

(CoJlti'JIued 0/1 pa;:,t 31) 


