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E VEREIT Al,'are: Jr. ""s 
tile iirs! US pilot cap­

tHre,i in North Viet ]Yam. He 
c<,as silo! dou/Jr all August 5, 
I964, CXllCtly tell years ago, 
(l'hen (ohnson lau1/ched hl:S 
aero-Hal,'at. 'ii:(lr agai liS! the 
Democratic RepHblic oj Viet 
;.Yam. 

Foll07.?,·illg the s£gl1iJltJ of the 
Paris Agrcemelll, he was set 
iree and ,'.:/el/./ I)ack to his flUme 
tO'l'l1 of Santa Clara in Cali­
jOrilitL Bitt he /lO longer /o1tlld 
thG sa.;nr _llllaien as Ull the dar 
ill jU.llc 1964 1,·hCi!· he left It)Y 
jTiet .Nalil. Instead 0; a quiet. 
t~eil(C/nl tOu'lI, he Sat£! (l .''':antu 
Clara lJd il i}l g ,';'i! It . ( rebel/i ons ' , 
adiL'iti,s III h:'s a1""ence, _'ll­
'i'are:'s molher, illl ordinary 
hou::-,'c(I.'iie in the .1!,:xiran Ira­
,.iilion, )"ad t(.,ken ,hart in malt\' 
meetings tv condemn the u."1Y ~f 
:tggression in Viet Nam. She 
had also developed a kecn in­
lerest ill the historv of South 
l-:.'as£ .lsia. Alvare::'s yo~mg sis­
ler ha.d becume a tnw militant, 
boih ill fhe allii-'i .. ~a)' lI1n1H'ment 
and il1 the strnggle jo)' lhc 
rights of .\lexican-born Ameri­
ca-ns .. ·H"i!arez's 7.t·ije lui{ Ie!! 

him and remarriei, and fte 
asked himself bitterly i/ her 
desertion had not been prompted 
by the COH./CIilPt she might ha~le 
jelt at his participation in a'J'l, 
1mjHs!, immoral ,car ii/hich had 
ciwsed ihe death of so 1J1.a1lY 

u:()}J/.ell and I'lzildrel1. 

The [TS army paper "Stars 
and S'iripc3" which carried 
this slorv did not, llO(gever, 
analyse [he caHses of the "re­
b('ll-i;ws" mood ('chich the US 
pilot /oltnd in his hOJile town 
(lJI his relttnt. HCOJlonl'ic and 
finaJlcial di//ic1-tlties, iz(lO Sl£C­

CCSS£l'C de;'I(lZua!iolls of the dol­
lar, gro~,:ing dissent -in the 
count-r\', ihc continuo'lts d'lc:indl­
iilg o( lhe [~niied Slate:;' posi­
iion and -illiZucllee in lhe 'iJ/orld, 
the eva-un:;teuing "c-redibiliiy 
gal) " -- all these ailments of 
the United States ",ere further 
agttra7)(ltcd by the Viet l'lam war. 

Des'ides, it 'I,las a losing war 
as jar as l-Vashington zBlas C01l­

cer1led. Johnson tholtght the air 
slrikes against tile North wou1d 
/n'i ng I he Vietnamese people to 
t/ze£r knees a1~d save Yankee 
Jleo-colonial-ism in tIle South 
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fronz cOI1t;blete defeat. Unt after 
three w:aJ's 0/ ali' ,,"ar, he had 
to call a Iwit to the bvmbing 
and bacJ, out oj the /)residelltial 
race. 

JVixon 1earnt notliing from 
Johnson's jailu,rc, Su:imming 
against the tide in " political 
dim-ate hostile to the continu.a­
tion of the war in Indochina 
and hence feeling an increasing 
menace to his ojjice, Xixon 
resorted to dishonest methods to 
SCCHre his re-election in I972. 
lVatergate gave his opponents a 
good opportunity to topple him. 
However, one 0/ tlze itnderlywg 
cal,ses of his down/all IImst be 
fou.nd in his nco-colonialist 
policy. 

IVixo11 has leJt the American 
political scene, bnt the Nixon 
doctrine remains the cornerstone 
of the new Administration's 
foreign policy, Gerald Ford 
himself ha.' let it be im01"". 
Assurances have been gi1.)Cn to 
Nguiyen Van Thie'lf" in a mes­
sage Jrom the new President 0/ 
the United States, that tlze US 
policy fou,'ard Saigon remains 
"nchanged, that Thien "ill call­
tinue to recei'Ve the necessary 
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military and ecollO'lnic aid jrolJt 
the US', Henry Kissinger, (clIO 

has lJcot retai1led as Secretar\, 
of State, inadt! no bOlles abol~t 
it saying that the Paris Agree­
ment - of which he l('as the 
chief negotiator for the Amer­
ican side ~ constitutes a polit­
ical alld juridical basis for us 
hwoh'eJllent in .""outll Viet J.Vam. 

Thus, the deck is cleared for 
Nguyen Van Thien to reJ1ei~' 
llis u;arlike statements and II1's 
acts of war. In fact, he has 
ordered his troops to "exter­
minate the comm·ullists" hid~ 
inf!, in Saigon - held areas ~ 
in other '(f'ords, to Pitt do/JlU 
the popltlar m07}elJlent by means 
of a ruthless "paci/ication" 
campaign. He insulted members 
oj the Thh'd Force, calling 
them "traitors to the }lation" 
and "elements more Of less 
akin to communism, " On Azt­
gust G and 7, I974, he ordered 
Ilis air force to make savage 
l;ol1lbiJlgs oj J~oc Ninh, f~u 
Dop and Xa JIat - populated 
centres in the area contTolled b·v 
i he Provisio Ilat Revol~ttionary 
r;01xrnment, Tllis action 1"Jlltst 
have received the "pproval oj 
JVashingtol1, 'i.llhich on A·tf,gust 
9 sent recoil naissance planes 
over the DRVN, including 
Hanoi and Haiphong. The 
same day, the aircraft - carrier 
Ranger llias cYtH·sing withi Jl 

IOo kilometres off tlze coast 0/ 
Binh Dinh province (SOldh 
Viet Nam). 

All these "ets and threats oj 
war, ilO,,'ever, did not help the 
Saigon army to lward oft the 
heavy blow's inflicted on it in 
varions places,' especially in 
the coastal plains of Quang 
Nam and Quang Ngai (Central 
Trung Bo). Immeiliately ajter 
the signing oj the Par-is peace 
agreement, Thien mustered jOllY 
d£visions of his }'fgnlar army, 
eight regiments oj rangers, 90 
battalions and 00 compallies oj 
regional jorces, not cOlmting 
police and para-military forces, 
to la'/tnch a large-scale opera­
tion aim.ed at 'h'iping out the 

" leopard spots" and strellgth­
eHing his hold OJ!. the region. 
Since ./nl)' 18, "97~, the libera­
lion jorces, swinging into 
counter-attacks, have meted Ottt 

due punishme1lf to the usnrpers 
and recovered many areas grab­
lJed by tile Saigon side. SOnIC 
military sHb-sectors used by the 
Saigon administration as jwn­
pillg-ojf points for land-grab­
bing operatiolls and" pacifica­
tion " raids ha've also been 
overrun by the liberation forces. 
Dl<ring these clashes, Saigon 
troops lost much of their punch 
and more and lnore of them 
deserted or re/nsed to /ight. 

On the political plane, there 
can be seen in .S'aigon a'nd other 
t01£'llS of South Viet Nam a 
reS~f,rgence of activities by the 
Third Force, notably 0/ the 
" Popular Organization to Urge 
Implementation of the Paris 
Agreement" and 0/ the" Com­
mittee for Reception of Politi­
cal P-risoners Belonging to the 
Thii'd Force." Ina statement 
to a French paper, .llrs Sgo 
Ba Thanh, President v/ the 
" Women's .llovemenl for the 
Right to Li7.le " and a founding 
member oj 1-he abo've-JJlent-ioned 
organizatiolls, openly held the 
United States and Thie!' res· 
ponsible lor the present state 0/ 
war, the encroachments on the 
territory 0/ the PRe;, and the 
crackdown on the opposition, 
especially those belonging to the 
Third Force. 

Finallv, an the international 
plane, a' '}IeUI diplomatic SHC­

cess had just been recorded by 
the Soltth Vietnanrese patriots: 
the Kingdom of Szc:eden has 
agreed to the establishment in 
Stockholm 0/ a Delegatioll r;en­
eral oj the 1'1IG. 

Let all these events sen.'e as 
timely 'il:'arllings to the ne'/:.' 
Presidenl of the United States 
1flho "Would do best to abandon 
his warlike postnre and keep 
ani of the mts travelled by his 
ltl1jorf.1f.l1ate predecessor. 

A.ugust '25, I974 
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The Lessons in Nixon's Downfall * 

Tl IE recent succession of events in the Unit­
ed States lllarks a period fraught with 
difficulties and crises in this country. The 

nightmare did not begin with the Watergate 
affair. It originated in the deep involvement of 
successive administrations, headed by Eisen­
hower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon, in inter­
\Trring in the internal affairs of South Viet 
Nam and then in intensifying and expanding 
their war of aggression to the whole of Viet 
}Sam and Indochina. 

This long and costly ·war hastened the de­
cline vf US imperialism in all fields-economic, 
financial and military. It is a basic cause of the 
serious chronic inflation in the United States 
and the continuation of the financial crisis 
tlwfc, \yhich led to the depreciation of the dol­
br in the capitalist money market. It has 
greOltly weakened US military might. As a 
result, the baJance of military forces between 
the Soyiet Union and the socialist conntrif's 
nn the one hand and the United States on the 
other has changed in a way unfavourable to the 
latter, and 1]S influence has greatly decreased 
in the international arena. 

This war has deeply divided the United States. 
The defeats and difficulties thc lTS aggres­
sors encountered in the war further aggravated 
political and social contradictions in the Cnit­
ed Stat-:-s and led to a serious crisis in ideol­
ogy and lllorale, which is epitomized in the 
widening of the crclhhility gap over recent 
years. 

Throughout Nixon's presidency, the night­
mare grew worse. Deceit, tricks, and threats 
became the highest principle of the actic,ns of the 
mall ill power in tlw UlHte:rl States. Nixon prom­
ised to end the Viet NaIll war while intcll(ling 
to prolong, illtensify ano expand it. However, 
all Nixon's ruthless and perfidious 1lloves ill 
the "\var were frustrated by the Vietnamese 
people's u1lyielding and heroic struggle. The 
Paris Agreement 011 Viet NaIll confirmed the 
bitter defeat of US imperialism ill its "war of 
aggression in Viet NaIll and Indochina, and 
the heaviest responsibility lay "\\"ith Nixoll. 
[hi;; defeat :'ollstituted tilt fundamental and pru­
f01Hid cause of ;.Vi.YOfj'S downfall. 

~ille:e the signillg of t1w Paris .\grceUH'llt, the 
L;Jlitl'd States has sunk deeper into an overall 
e:risis. Its difficult, unsolvable problems have 
become much more serious and complicated. 
Having suffered the 1110St prolonged economic 

! crisi." {'ver after the Second \Vurl<.l \Var, the 

I

I lTnitcd States is once more falling into a reces-
sion. The cunent serious rate of inflation is 
greatly disturbing capitalist circles-they see it 
dS a thJ{,at to thf.~ surviyal of tl·e Cnited Statcc;. 

1 ____ - - - --- ----- -----

N° 2l:1 - September 1974 

Over the past ·2·) years, the rate of inflation 
has been the highest ever· The am(;unt of State 
loans, the discount ratio and interest rates are 
unprecedented in the history of this country. 
The credibility gap has widened. Ami it \\":15 

in this context th,lt the Watergate affair, at 
first a crisis only involving the Nixon admin­
istration, quickly {levelc.pe(l into a constitu­
tional crisis, then an instituti(jnal crisis and 
finally into a Cl"isis involving the whole of 
.\merican bourgeois democracy. Watergate', 
howeyel", was only one indication of the 
ruttenness of US society. A year- after the 
signing of the Paris Agreement, Nixc'n quickly 
deteriurated into a political curpse to be dis­
carded withuut regret by the IV'publican Party 
to avoi(l defeat in the Congressional elections 
this year and in the campaign for the presi(lency 
in I9IG. Nixon has resigned, but the L;S is still 
facing the same kind of difficulties and is still 
in an impasse. Nevertheless in his August 12 

address to Congress, President Gerald Ford 
pledged to remain iH the ntt left by the Xix(~'JI, 
Adm.inistration. He intends 1.0 follow Nixon's 
economic and financial policies, which have 
completdy failed to stop recession and check 
inflation. In the domain of ioreign affairs, he 
declared that he would continue to pursue the 
Nixun cloctrine and his foreign policy, which 
he claimed he had "fully supported oyer the 
past five and a half years." 

With regard to Viet Nam and Indochina, G. 
Ford declared his determination to see to the 
observance of the Paris AgreemeIlt on Viet 
Nam, the cease-fire and negotiated settlement 
in Laos and an early compromise settlement 
in Cambodia. But, within only a fe\-\" hours of 
his assuming the presidency, G. Fonl had talks 
with the Saigon representative in Washington, 
who was also received by Kissinger on the same 
day. On August 13 in Saigon, the: C:-S represen­
tative also had talks with the Prime ::\Iinistcl" 
of the: Saigon Allministrntion. During these meet­
ings, the liS assured the ~guycn Van Thieu 
junta of its continuing military and econ()mic 
aid. And the strength of this is that the Ford 
Administration is bent on continuing the ·LS 
neo-colonialist war in South Viet Nam, by pro­
viding l!S military aovisors, L'S weapons, <t11l1 
US clollcns. L;nder the Ford Administration, tht· 
policy of the es remains unchanged: it in­
tend~ to continue its militarv involvement in 
Viet Nam and lnduchina ill yiolation of the 
Paris Agreement em Viet l\cLm. 

The new US administration has not as vet 
learnt anything from the failures and misictkes 
that were the cause of Nixon's downfall. 

" The ttlll~ is ours - Ed. 
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The Dis; ntegrat;on 

IN 1938, when Hitler planned to invade Czechoslo­

vakia, he brandished the threat of bdmbing the 

country flat and the Bt'mes government knuckl­

ed under. Compared with the power of the US Air 

Force at present, Hitler's aircraft were mere play­

things. Within the last 12 days of 1972, more than 

100,000 tons of bombs were showered on NorLh 

Viet Nam and from 1965 to 1972, no less than 

7,800,000 t.ons were dropped on the whole of Indo­

china, twice as much as the total used by both 

sides during World War Two. 

Before lurnbing Vict Nam, however, the ruling 

circles in Washington wanted to play the same 

trick as Hitler. They reckone(l that, even if the 

DRVN did not immediately give in to their threats, 

it would have to do so within from t\VO to six 

months (according to The New Yot'k Times of June 

5, r 967 and The Pentagon Papers). 

,', 

N:)thing of the sort happened. Neither the sur­

prise blow of August 5, 1964, nor the repeated 

bombing in the following years, nor the use of 

B-52S and laser· guided bombs, could dam up 

Vietnamese resistance. The first to be dumbfounded 

by this resistance were the first captured US pilots. 

They had been promised an air promenade and 

assured that anti-aircraft defence was non-existent 

and that the people would be panic-stricken. When 

they flew OVer the DRVN, however, and at what­

ever altitude, they were greeted by intense ground 

fire. And when they were hit and baled out, landing 

in peaceful ricefields, they were immediately sur­

rounded by frail and tiny, but determined \vomcn 

pe3.sants. These seasoned pilots of the USAF, some 

of whom were to become cosmonauts, were either 

veterans of the biggest air force of the world or 

else felt perfectly safe due to the fact that they 

were manning solid aircraft at very high altitudes. 

Consequently it was a bi.g shock to them when they 

all met again in the "Hanoi Hilton." Another 

surprise: this small country whose industrial pro­

duction equals 1/2,00oth of that of the United 

States (according to a report by Robert S. tIc 

Namar", delivered to the US Senate) has not been 

"bomber! back to the Stone Age." True, it has 

suffered great damage, but its economic life has 

not been crippled, its rice-fields continue to gnn .... 

lush and its small factories and workshops scatter­

ed thrunghout the villages and mountains continue 

to ensure the production of those a thousand and 

one things that are so necessary for daily life. The 

4 

of a Myth 

following figure suffices to show the magnitude of 

the US failure in this respect: the price of one 

kilogram of rice throughout North Viet Nam in 

r974, ten years after the first bombings, remains 

exactly the same as in 1964, i.e. 40 cents 

(0'40 dong). 

With regard to education, North Viet Nam has 

continued to make headway, as shown by the 

following figures concerning school enrolments: 

General education 
Higher education (I) 

I964-65 

2,666,280 
26,30 0 

1972-73 

4,882,400 
53,000 

The threats by the Washington ruling circles 

came up against a walL The DRVN was surrounded 

on all sides by US air bases: Guam. Utapao, the 

Philippines, Okinawa, the 7th Fleet. Yet, it did not 

give in. The most modern equipment and techniques 

were applied: F-I05s, F-5s, F-IlIS, B-52s, etc. 

But the US Air Force was confronted by an adver­

sary who was prepared to give tit for tat. Massive 

destruction of industrial centres, hydraulic works, 

dikes, etc., terror bombings of villages, residential 

sections of towns, and other civilian targets, simply 

did not work. The Vietnamese people stood firm 

and continued to send to their brothers and sisters 

in the South an necessary aid. 

In the end, it was the almighty United States of 

America that could no longer bear the cost of the 

operation (Newsweek, January 8, 1973). After several 

years of escalating the War, the US had not suffered 

heavy material damage as had the DRVN, but it 

had become a nation torn by dissension and dis­

trust, with an army haunted by its setbacks, a 

devaluated dollar, and a drastically affected inter­

national position. Washington finally had to call 

off the bombings. 

Thus the facts have proved that--the United States 

is not invincible, that the US Air Force is not an 

"absolute weapon," that a small country in our 

era can successfully resist the most savage aggres­

sion. The myth of the invincibility of the US, of 

air power being the decisive factor, has collapsed. 

This collapse cannot but bring about a new balance 

of forces in the world and hence a completely new 

international situation. 

N.K.V. 

(r) These figures do not include under-graduates 

IJtld post-graduates studying abroad. 
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Nine Years of us Aero - Naval Escalation 
Against the DRVN 

A2tgtlst 5, 1964 -- 1 alwary 26, 1973 

1964 

August 5: Under orders from 
President Lyndon Johnson and 
on the pretext of an- alleged at­
tack by DRVN torpedo boats on 
the US destroyers !vladdox and 
Turner joy, Seventh Fleet aircraft 
bombed Hon Gay, Vinh, Ben 
Thuy, the Lach Truong area 
(Thanh Rca province) and the 
Gianh river-mouth. US Air Force 
Lieutenant Everett Alvarez - the 
£i rst American pilot to be captur­
ed in North Viet Nam - was 
fished out of the water and 
taken prisoner in Ha Long Bay. 

1965 

Februayy 7: On the pretext of 
reprisals for an NFL armed forces' 
attack on the American garrison 
Holloway at Pleiku, Johnson 
ordered that US planes attack 
the urban centre of Dong Hoi and 
the Vinh Linh zone, thus begin­
ning a systematic war of destruc­
tion against the DRVN. 

Maralt IS: For the first time 
in North Viet Nam, a CS jet 
fighter was shot down by rifle 
fire - by the militia of Dien 
Hung commune (Nghe An prov~ 

ince). 

March 20: Official authorisa­
tion by the US Department of 
Defense of tbe use of napalm 
bombs against North Viet Nam. 

lvIarch 3 I: The 100th American 
plane, an AD6, was shot down 
over the DRVN in Ha Tinh prov­
ince. 

April 3: Baptism of fire for the 
young Viet Nam Air Force in a 

N° 28 - September 1974 

(Brief Chronology) 

dog-fight with US Air Force 

planes. 

April 4: 37 American planes 
were shot down in a single day, 
30 of them in Thanh Hoa prov~ 

ince. 

April 7 : In Baltimore, Johnson 
tried to justify the US acts of 
war by advancing the myth of 
aggression from the North against 
South Viet Nam, and proposed 
" unconditional discussions.'> 
The proposal was rejected by 
the DRVN Government. 

April 20: For the first time in 
North Viet Nam, militia women 
of Le Ninh (Quang Binh province) 
brought do\'m an AD6 during a 
night air attack. 

1V1ay 13: Temporary halt to the 
bombing of North Viet Nam (up 
to May 18 inclusive), with an 
ultimatum that the lJS would 
intensify its attacks if the DRVN 
Government (lid not respond to 
It unconditional discussions. " 

july '26: Missiles used for the 
first time by the Vietnamese, 
downing three US "Phantoms· " 

August 29: The sooth American 
plane was shot down over Nghc 
An province. 

Novemb6r 15: The International 
Tribunal against US War Crimes 
in Viet Nam \vas founded on the 
initiative of Bertrand Russell. 

November 25: General Curtis 
LeMay, ex· Chief of Staff of the 
USAF, threatened that the US 
\vould "bomb North Viet Nam 
back to the Stone Age. " 

Decetnber I: US planes born bed 
the port ci ty of Haiphong. 

1966 

january 31: After a 37-day 
born bing halt beginning on De~ 
cember 24, 1965, Johnson ordered 
the resumption of bombing at­
tacks on the DRVN. 

lv/arch 9: Hubert H. Humphrey, 
US Vice-President, stated that no 
place in North Viet Nam would 
be spared from destruction by the 
GSAI'. 

April 12: B-s2 strategic bomb­
ers were used for the first time 
in raids on Quang Binh province 
(North Viet Nam). 

April 17: The periphery of 
Hanoi was born bed for the first 
time by US planes. 

April 29 : The I,oooth US 
plane \vas shot down over Bac 
Thai province. 

July 17: President Ho Chi 
Minh's appeal for the stepping­
up of the struggle against US 
aggression: "Hanoi, Haiphong 
and other cities and enterprises 
may be destroyed, but the 
Vietnamese people will not be 
intimidated! Nothing is more 
precious than independence. and 
freedom. " 

October 14: The 1 ,sooth US 
plane was shot down over N ghe 
An province. 

December 2-14: Hanoi and 
suburbs subject to repeated 
bombing and rocket attacks, 

December 27: Admission by 
the US Department of Defense 
that US air raids over North 
Viet Nam had caused casualties 
among the civilian population. 
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1967 

1MI,'ICiry 28: In response to 
\Vashillgt.on's talk of "reciproc­
ity" in connectiun with the 
cessation of bombing of the 
Dl{V!\', Minister for Foreign 
.\fLlir-.; .:\gUYCll Dlly Trillh stated 
tll(lt talks beh/ecn the DHV::-'; 

a.nrl the L'S \ would be held only 
ait"r l1llconditiunal ccssatiun of 
bomlllIlg attack..; 8.nd other ;Lcts 

01 war against the DHVN. 

April 2,): Haiphong savagely 
bombe(l. 

SePfdnb~_r I~): The first two 
H-5 2 b'.Hubers to be downed in 
::-.lorth Viet Nam were shot down 
anT Yinh Linh. 

Xovemher 6: The 2,500th l~S 
plalle, an F-I05, was shot clown 
over 1:-Ianoi. 

.968 

jl11rch 31: Johnson forced to 
declare a stop to LTS bDmbing 
nurth of the 20th parallel and to 
a~lIlOunce he \ ... ·ould not be run­
ning for a second tenu of office. 

]Vl(l)!: Opcning of preliminary 
peace blk" behveen the DRVN 
and the USA in Paris. 

Jnlle 25: The 3,000th US plane 
was shot do\',-n over Quang Binh 
province. 

Octo1Jcr 3I : Johnson ,lllnOlltlced 
the to1 al cessation of US air "aids 
against tilt, D1{VN, ndmitted the 
f::tilure of his wax of cscabtj'Jl1 
and agreed to the conyening in 
Paris of a f,Hl:'-P:l"L'ty confercnce 
for the settlcment of tlw Viet 
Nam questioll. 

N(l'i'elilber 'j: DRV~ GClvern­
ment's statement on the UIlCOIl­

ditional cessation 01 US bombin rr 
o 

attacks on DlorLh Viet Nam. 

From August 5, I964 to October 
3 1 , T96 8, 3,2·1-3 CS planes \verc 
shot clmvn over North Viet Xam 
and [43 war vessels were sunk 
or sd on fire. 

(Fl"Om [969 to I()72, parallel 
to spying aclivities, the new 

6 

.. . intermit_ t 1 . I I 
(Xixon) <tl11l1lJllstratlOll I I' ec 1111Ca sc lC)(>l:; and 49 medical 

lIC Ill" cstablishme t· I t I tently sent hombers, incl. M • n s were (es royc( ; 
, k "'- ::tnd theTf~ were I ~- b b· B-52 s, tn attnc the DRVN, m~- _ .... ... . - 110m mg 

eluding 1 he peripheries of Hai- attacks on dykes ?fnn other walL 
phong :lI1d Hanoi. During this control works. 
period, 170 US planes were shot 
dO\nl and 3 war vessels were 
sunk or set on fire.) 

1972 

_·Ifnl 6: On orders from 

Ni.\.ol1 tlw US \F resumed syste­
malic and large-scale bombing 
,tltack" OJl the" DHV:K. 

A/Hil I(): 2ILJs~ive 1;S air raiel::; 
on Hanoi and Haiphong. D· 5'2'S 
were used in the bombing of the 

port city. The victims included 
many civilians. Several foreign 

ships, including one from the 
Soviet Union and one from the 
GDR, were hit by bombs. 

April 20: the 3,50oth US plane 
was shot dow!: over North Viet 
Nam. 

May R: Nixon ordered the 
mining and blockading of DRVN 
ports. Air naval attacks on the 
DRVN \vere stepped up. 

May 24: US,\F General Daniel 
James, a Pentagon spoke'itnan, 
announce;l the senrling of more 

13- 52'S to Indochina and the 
intensification of B.-52 attacks on 
North Viet Nam. 

lul Y 10: The 4,oooth es plane, 
a swing-\ving F-III, was shot 
down over Vinh Phu province. 

Augilst S; The J)RVN Ministry 
for Foreign .\ifairs' statement on 
the destruction caused by the 
CS~\F in North Viet Nam fn)m 
April 16 to August S, 1972: IS 

of the 23 prcH"inces, 6 cities and 
I X of the 2 I provincial to\vns ill 

North Viet Nam were attacked; 
Haiphong and Nam Dinh were 
partially destroyed alld the cities 
and pr,wincial capitals of Vinh, 
Hongay, }.;jnh Binh, Ha Tinh and 
Dong Hoi were completely des-
1 J"oycd. Hanoi was attacked I~ 

tunes; 
schools, 

60 general education 
many colleges and 

October I I: 1\1<1.ssi'\·e air attacks 
on Hanoi. The buildings of the 
French Delegation - General were 
damaged by US bombs and 
Pie-He Susini, the French Delcgate­
General, w:tS "eriously wounded 
(he later died while under treat­
ment in Paris). The offices of the 
Indian, .\lgcrian and C8,mbodian 
embassies wore also hit. 

Dec:ember rS: Nixon ordered 
massive bombing by B-52'S of 
Hanni, Haiphong and other 
localities in North Viet Nam. 

"-\merican B 52 pilots were 
captured and imprisoned for the 
first time in North Viet Nam. 

December 18-29: 500 to 700 
US tactical aircraft and (30 
to I50 B·sz's flew over North 
Viet Kam on daily bombing 

missions, 353 places in Hanoi were 
hit (including 8 embassies). 8I 'PS 
planes 'were downed, including 
34 B'S2'S and 5 swing-\ving 
F-I II'S. Hanoi succeeded ill 

bringing down 23 B·52's, 1 

F-1IJ's and 5 other jets. Hun· 
dreds of _\merican pilots were 
either killed or captured. 

December 29: Owing to he8,\,y 
losses in aircraft and pilots, the 
Nixon Administration was forced 
to stop bombing north of the 20tll 
parallel. 

1973 

Jannary r:1: The l·S GO'd:rJl­
ment declared a stop to all acts 
of war - bombing attacks, artil­
lery shellings, mining -- against 
North Viet Nam. 

April 6, ] \)7.2 January 
J 5, 1\)73, 754 US planes wcrt' 
(lo\ynecl over North Viet NaIll and 

125 war \"cssels were sunk or :-iet 
on fire. 

Jannary 27 : Signing of the Pari:-i 
Agreement on Ending the War 
and Restoring Peace in Viet 1\am. 

---------
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A Government delegation of the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea, led by Vice_President Miguel Eyegue Ntutumu. paid 
a friendly visit to the DRVN from August 18-19, 1974 

Photos: Vice-President l\'1iguel Eyegu\' ~tutumu bring n;cciYed by President Tc,n Due Thang 

Cl5be CJJ9,!ClYcjJ' 04doanceil 

Results of the 1973 - 1974 School Year 

I
N JUlle 1974, North Viet Nam 

held its first post-war gra(le Il 
and grade II r Jin <11 examina­

tions. These exams marked the 
end of a year of dfnrt by both 
teachf'rs and students to improv(' 

the quality of education. 

Sume 4()O,OOO stwknts of the 
7th form, aged 14, sat for the 
final grade II exams - an in­
crease of 19% over the la"t school 
year.Examinations ,vere organized 
in vi.llages and towns. 

58,882 students of the roth [ol'm, 

aged 16-17, sat lor the final 
grade II] exams, and 39,2g6 of 
them, i.e. 66,7%, passed. Nam Ha, 
LaiChau, Nghe An, Hanoi and Roa 
Binh obtained the best n~sults, 

despite the fact that their schaab 
had been dama,ged by US bomb­
ing awl their students had to 

N" 28 - SE'ptember 1974 

proc('cd with their studies in eva­

cUCltion places. Students were 
examined in four subjects: litera­
ture, maUlS, physics and history. 
Nam Ha had the largest number 
of graduates classified as excel­
lent (each with at least 32 marks 
-- the maximum being 40 marks 
for four subjects) and of those 
classified as good (from 26 to 
31 marks). Some graduates ·who 
received. 37 or 38 marks .vere 
specially commended by the 
examiners' council. 

~\fter the graduation exams for 
the luth form students of ordinary 
schools, the complementary edu­
cation branch held general educa­
tion ex:."tminations for industrial 
workers, civil servants, soldiers 
<end members of the youth shock­
brig;Hles. Tn the school year 1973-
197-!, the cnmplcIncntary ecluca-

tion branch restored various fu11-
time and part.time classes, opened 
up more general e(luca.tion schools 

for industrial .... vorkers and peas­
ants and more schools tor young 
people of dhnic minorities. Com­
plementary education students in 
gra.des J, II, III in North Vid 
Nam numbered 350,OlJo. 

On July 9. 1974. nearly 60,uoo 
students sat for entry exams into 
various uni ..... ersities - an increase 

of 50% over last year. These 
exams \vere held simultaneously 
in different provinces and tmvns 
under the supervision ot the local 
authorities and of the universi­
ties. This year, for the first time, 
Vinh Linh, a zone adjacent to 
the dem<lrcation line \\'hich \\·,.,s 
ravaged by US bombing during 
the war, org::miz('o univelsity 
entry exams {or local students. 
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South Viet Nam 301 Catholic Priests 

I. The current social vices in 
South Viet Nam, chiefly the cor­
ruption of certain respunsible 
men, are spoiling Sonth Viet­
namese society and dri"ing it in­
to a tragic situation. The cult of 
selfishness and contempt for the 
interests of society were the 
object of a warning by the Stand­
ing Committee of the Viet Nam 
Catholic Bishops' Council in its 
September 29, 1973 letter: 

"Corruption benefits only a 
few people, whereas it creates 
suffering for the majority. It 
renders all efforts at national 
construction useless, nullifies 
every national development pro­
gramme, mocks at the sacrifices 
of those who devote themselves 
to the service of the country and 
undermines the people's faith in 
the authorities. In an under­
lleveloped country \ .... itll a heavy 
defence burden, one can accept 
austerity. But onc canndt accept 
a discriminatory austerity that is 
meted out only to the poor and 
powerless " .... hile others are using 
their au tllority to get rich by 
dishonest means. " 

l\loreover, in its January 10, 

I974 declaration the Catholic 
Bi.shops' Council further strE"ssed: 

" Corruption, especially that of 
responsible men, may result in the 
collapse of this country. " 

',2. The cause of tbis sad ::;t(1.te 

8 

Condemn Corruption 

011 jnnc IS, J(}74, yn Catholic priests from almost (vay 
dioce.se in South Viet ~\'am made a "dl'claration al?ainst COj', 

rupti01I, i111ustices and social victs. 

The au.lhorities tried in every way p,)ssible to prevent tlz"" 
docummt jrom being popularized. Th~ pnss C(J)lJer/~nce held at 
the TU11 Chan Sa ChHrch (in Tan IJinh district, Gia lJinh prov­

iJice) on .June IS, 1974 ,£las ,mppressed by the police. However, 
the declaration walt support jrom various sections oj the people, 
including other rtiigioHs sects. On Ju,ly 2, 1\)7+> the Saigoa 
pa.per Hoa Binh (Peace) annoHnced that I,OOO more priests hlld 

sil;:rlul the decla.ration. 

Below is (~ trrllls!ation oj the main body oj the declaration: 

of affairs lies in " political rotten­
ness and an egoistic thi 1':i1: tor 
personal privileges" (I), \vhich 
inclines some peopk to regard the 
hc .. lcting of power as being synon­
ymous \\"·itll the right to !ll8ke 
IlIOBey by any mEans. This is 
ignoble and illlcit, but it has bc­
corne a way of life for some peo­
ple. Cons('quently, authority' i~ 
now gained by corruption and the 
kadcrship is largely in thc hands 
or corrnpted I11en· 

The traffic in posts in adlll~nis­
trative <lnd military bodies has 
turm'rl "social lift' into a cease, 
lpss and merciless battle. " 
"Crimes are committed everv­
where, ,b if they had been orga~l­
ized intu a p,ofitn.ule trade. " (2) 

{:nrler the protection of the 
men in power, clrug traffic, gang­
sterism, gambling. prostitution 
and smuggling are rife, anrl have'" 
depraved society. Looting, cheat­
ing and r2pe are also rampant. 
Individual security is constantly 
endangered. 

The monopnly of legal political 
activities leav('s various sectiono; 
of society with only three alter­
natives: either to give in, join 
the opposition (,r remain pass·i.y(:,­
ly indifferent. l-'ricndly co-oper­
a.tion has Llisappeared and has 
been replaced hy {lish')lle;.:t deal­
ing and reprehensible complicity. 

The constitution and legis, 

lation ha \'e become n.'>l.'kso; 
ornaments as a numbe·... (\f 

men in Parliament alllI mauy 
top civil service personnel ha"l."(' 
become instruments of the 
regime. 

In spite of its frail legal base, 
the State treats tlH' people 
with contempt. It is con-
stantly increasing ta:.'l:.c'-' and 
issuing more and more f,al'1:llot('s 
so as to make go,){l its deficit (If 
hundreds of billions piastres--tllE' 
result of its own wasteful practi w 

ces. This has led to rising prices, 
the continual de,,'aluatiuD (,f tll(' 
piastre and the decline of the 
national economy. 

3. The" mafia" in tIw gu .... enl­
ment, i.n collusion \'lith specula­
tl)rS, has galnl'(l control of ricl', 
fertilizers, insect icicles. fllel imd 
pharmaCcLltica\ inociuct.:;;. ']"his 
has gi .... en rise to axtificia1 shorta­
ges and rising prices, which arc 
causing hardship to the poor 
\\'h11e profiting the riel1-

The policy of "economic em­
bargo against tile adversary" is 
:lfft'cting tl"JE" people, wIlD h~I\'(' to 
buy rice at high prices while this 
staple fnod is constantly bewg 
~;n1Uggled v) the other sick. The 
pcc!p1c l);k.\"e 10"t billions of pia-.­
tres tlHough such c(llTuption an,1 
spec·lllation. Tens of thousands of 
people in Centr;11 Viet =Sam ha\"e 
harl to eat banana routs, cactus 
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and seaweed instead of rice; and FACTS AND £ V EN TS 
many people sometimes "\vhole 
families, have starved to death. 

The increase in taxes on fuel has 
letl to soaring increases in the cost 
of living and total or partial stop­
pages in industrial, agricultural 
and fishing activities. The hoard­
ing of fertilizers and insec~icides 
has driven the peasants mto a 
very diHicult situation. 

The everyday lives of the people 
have considerably \vorsened. The 
unemployed receive no assistance, 
and are growing in number. People 
whose means of livelihood are 
uncertain are naturally extremely 
anxious about their future. 
And, of course, others are also 
wfJrried about the rising prices 
caused by the irresponsibility of 
the authorities at all levels. 
Famine menaces the entire 
people. 

4. The slogan of anti-commu­
nism is used by corrupted men 
to silence public opinion. Any 
citizen can be charged with hav­
ing contacts with or supplying 
the communists. Moreover, if 
anyone dares mention a truth that 
happens to displease the authori­
ties, he may be accused of sap­
ping the fighting spirit of the­
anny-,vhen, in fact, it is corrup­
tion that destroys comradeship· 
in-arms and undermines the army. 

One of the causes of such vices 
is the concentration of too much 
power in the hands of only cer­
tain individuals, and the fact that 
this pmver is exercised by mili­
tary men, from central down to 
village level. 

Over the past 25 ycars, the 
anti-communist policy, which has 
been promulgated by force of 
arms, has provcd to be com­
pletelY ineffective and has only 
brougilt suffering and death to 
the people. 

Peace, a profound aspiration of 
the people, can never be brought 
about under present conditions, 
when corruption and injustice 
are rampant. 

(Il Popu Panl T'l's addre:;s to 
3,000 Catholics at the Piazza San 
Pietro on Sunday February 3.1974. 
(Retranslated from Vietnamese) 

(2) 01'. cit. 
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Democracy 
Saigon Style 

J
ULY 14, I974 ,vas chosen by 

the Saigon adminic;tration a~ 
polling day for its provincial 

and municipal elections. 

On August 5, 1974, however, 
Tran Thien Khiem, Prime r-,·linis­
ter of the Thieu regime, was ob­
liged to annul all election returns 
in the provinces of Bien Hoa and 
Quang Ngai and in the provincial 
capital of Cam Ranh, and to tem­
porarily postpone the "legaliza· 
tion" ot election results in the 
provinces of Quy Nhon and Phu 
Yen. He also had to dismiss Colonel 
Lam QllrLng Chinh, Governor ot 
Bien Hoa province, Lieutenant­
Colonel Lam Thanh Huu, Mayor 
of Cam Ranh, Colonel Hoang Dinh 
Tho, Governor of Binh Dinh prov­
ince, and a number of other 
officials in the abovc-mcntione(l 
areas. At the ~allle time, he had 
to promise to "continue wide and 
deep investigations" in some 
other places. 

Earlier, on July 27, IY74, the 
so-called "Election Council of 
Quang Ngai province" was forc­
ed to declare the annulmt~nt 01" 
all the initial election results in 
1-h province because a four-day 
check had given concrete evidellce 
of fraud in as lllany as 40 polling­
booths. The Saigon paper Cung 
[Han (Public Opinion) on July 20 

disclosed that "the nationalist 
group in both houses of the Sai­
gon Parliament is preparing tor 
the publication of a I 50-page 
·White Buok on these fraudulent 
elections. " 

Immediately after July 14, 1974, 
Saigon press described the feel­
ings of the population living in 
Thieu-controlled areas toward 
the said elections as 'indifference, 
coldness, disgust, disappointment 
and frustration." But, in spite of 
the people's indifference to the 
elections, r.;guyen Van Thieu is 
concentrating his efforts on trying 
to get rid of opposition factions, 
whether pro-US Ol' not, so that 
he may rule the roost ,to; the un­
disputed placcman of the es 

lleo-coloni;l1ists in South Viet 
~am. As n·port~d by Saigon pa­
pers, it was Thieu himself who 
ordered his executi .... es at all 
levels to fix the number of mem­
bers of his "Democratic Party" 
to be returned at the local elec­
tions (Dong PhHong (Orient) and 
Dan I_nil" (People's Opinion) of 
June IS and 26). 

And that was how he obtained 
the results he desired. Of the 478 
newly eillcted members of the 
Saigon Parliament, more than 
two-thirds are members of Thieu's 
"Democratic Party," and of the 
nearly I,aon cancidates, no fewer 
than 70 per cent were "Democ­
rats" (lJien tin (Telegraph) of 
July 17). 

.\ "Democratic Party" mem­
ber recently revealed Thieu's 
scheme in this election campaign 
when he said: "With the max­
imum majority as described 
above, in 1975, if the presiden­
ti,ll election is organized under 
the old law (Thieu's 1971 law on 
presidential elections stipulates 
that ('ach presidential candidate 
must be approved by 40 deputies 
or senators, or roo members of 
the LowerHouse), only the Dem­
ocratic Party can get the re­
quired nUlllber of peo-p1e to pre~ 
sent candidates." (Dien Tin of 
July 17, 1974) 

Tran Thien Khiem's prdended 
"fairness" in declaring the can­
ce1!ation of the results ot fraudu­
lent elections in some places gives 
us further proof of the real nature 
of the Saigon regime's so-called 
"democracy." It is only window­
dressing al,d can hardly camou­
flage proceedings a thousand 
times more fraudulent! 

Only if the people in the Saigon­
controlled areas conduct a pers­
istent and many-sided struggle 
to set-up ill S,ligon a government 
that scrupulously respects the 
Paris Agreement can an end be 
put to all kinds of fraudulent 
elections in South Viet Nam. 
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Saigon Schools 

under the Thieu Regime 

C
ONFRO~TED by the ever­

growing protest movernent 
launched by students in the 

summer of [97l, Nguyen Van 

Thieu appointed Ngo Khac Tinh, 

a pharmacist and a relative of his, 

Minister of Information, as head 

of the :\olinistry ot Erlucahon . His 
dec\areLl ai.m w,1..S to better the 
"educatlJl1 apparatus, ... vhieh is 

now cumbersome, expens1YC and 
of no real use" {Saigon Dnivcr-

sity Professor Ly Chanh Trung 
in his" Bot Bien va Song Gam" 
_ Sea Foam and Roaring Waves), 

and to take certain remedial mea­
sures. At the time, the Saigon 
paper Hoa Binh (l>eace) sarcasti­
cally remarked: "Education is 
like a pernicious disease, treated 
by half a. dozen doctors. It has 
now been handed over to the 
pharmacists, but one wonders if 
there is any remedy left that can 

School) and each year they enrol 
only about r ,000 of the 4,000 

who apply for admission. And 
it is very common in the Saigon -
held areas for there to be as mall Y 
as 70 pupils per class. 

The present situation with 
regard to public schools means 
that the Thien regime has no al­
ternative but to increasingly 
leave the education of children 
to -private schools. And some­
times the children attending these 
private schools have to travel 
from 2 to 12 km to get to them. 
Such schools are mushroomi.ng in 
all urban centfes in the South. 
...... fter all, they have beccme fl'­

munerativc enterprises. Several 
people with no knowledge (l{ ped­
agugy or education have manag· 
ed, by bribery, to obtain permis­
sion to open schools; they then 
simply hire headmasters, super­

visors, teachers and office hoy". 
.\part from a few who do hayl' 
some real knowled~e of educ~niol1, 
but who serve as a core for pro-

cure it. " 

The Situation 
in the Schools 

T
HE p lbh:-,hed 115t5 reveal 

tli,lt Sal gun lS nut short of 
educational E'stabhshments. 

.-\part \rom the pubbc schools 
aud th()se run jointly by State 
and private interests, there io, a 
variety o[ private schools run by 
rdigiouS seets or by various bod­

i'~s and individuals: th(' 130 De 
School (primary and secondary) 
and the Van Hanh University 
uncler Buddhist control. the :\linh 
Duc Higher Education Institute 
and the Dalat University run by 
the Catholics, the Cao Dai 
University at Tay Ninh, the Hoa. 
Hao Higher Education [nstitute, 
the ~ational Army School (for the 
chilMen of soldiers), the Trung 
Thu School run by the police, 

etc. 

is not the C8..s~' .. -\"\. present, in 
the Saig;oll.held ~·.reas, the per­
centag\' of illiterates among the 
population s'wings bet\\'een 35°<, 
and 50°/1 (Sollg Tht.:,YI, Septcm\wl" 
11,1(13), The shortage of educa­
tional establishments, chiefly for 
primary ami secondary educa· 
tion, remains serious. The money 
used by Saignn (or education in 
1973 fe-presented less than onE" 
tenth of its \var expendit.url's, in 
spite of the fact that the raris 
Agreement had already been 
signed. [n the school year 1972

-

1973, the number of children at­
tending public primary schools 

increased by 151,000 (or 6%), 
wherea~ thl' l1"lunber of classrooms 
only increased by 2,233 (or 4%)' 
In Dalat, which is regarded as a 

It could appear at first that the 
Saigon authorities are very con­
cerned about education. But this 

cultural centre, there are only 
two publiC secondary schools 
(the Tran Hung Dao Boys' School 
and the 13ui Thi. Xuan Girls' 

paganda purposes, the teachers 
in these private schools arc of 
poor quality because they are 
recruited fOf two main reao;ons: 
they know the tricks in vol \"c~l in 
keeping children at schuol and 
they are prepared to accept low 
salaries. Consequently there is 
much animosity bet\vCl"ll these 
teachers aml tliusc at publiC 
schools. Teachers frum public 
schools consider their colleagues 
in private schools to be unqual­
ified and mercenary, and to be 
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making money" on the backs of 
the pupils." And teachers from 
private schools call public school 
teachers "crumb pickers" and 
"caged birds. " 

There is not only a shortage of 
euucational establishments but 
there is also discrimination in 
conr,ection with the various 
educational branches. So far 
the technical and professional 
branches have been neglected. if 
not forgotten. In the school year 
1971 -1972, there \Vere 86,649 stu­
dents enrolled at univer~ities. 

while at technical colleges there 
were only 999 enrolled (i.e. 1.24% 
of the university enrolment). In 
an article entitled "Examining 
the Draft of the 1 97 4 Educatioll 

Budget" which appeared in Diell 
Tin on November 20, 1973, 
Nguyen Huu, an engineer, criticiz­
ed the mistakes made by the 
Thieu administration: "To seek 
to raise total national output by 
from 6% to 9% a year, when 
students doing technical or pro­
fessional courses represent only 
1.24% of the university enrol­

ment, and when only 0.58% of 
the national budget is earmarked 
for their education, i.s to go on a 
wild goose chase. It may there­

fore be said th<:tt there has been 
no preparation for post-war edu­
cation. by setting aside monC'y 
for this end, E\'erything remains 
within the franw'work of a war 
machine. " 

A Reactionary Curriculum 

IN 1970 - 1<J;r, the S,ligon 
i.linistry of Erillcatioll worked 
out what it called an "up-to­

date program" faY secondary 
education, which it dainit'd was 
"an initiative aimed at k'~eping 

abreast with the constant prog­
ress being made in ideas and 
science Natural sciences and 
social sciences have been "mod­
ernized" -to the pa rticlliar detri­
ment of the social scip.nccs. The 
students have been waiting a long 
time for educational reforms, but 
they have been disapp:)inted as the 
so-called. "np-to-rlate progralTI" 
introduced in I9JI is neither new, 
progn'ssivt', nor national; on the 
contrary, it bears a retrograde, 
deceitful an(1 reactionary charClc­
ter which is quite nnacceptable 
when our people are still .~trug­

gling for independence, freed(ml 
and national sovereignty" ("Con­
cerning a Cl:itical Vit'wpoint" by 
Nguyen Van Trung, a prof('O'sor 
of Saigon u ni \"er.;.;i t y). 

This retrograde, al1li-mLtional 
character io:; de lrly reflected in 
the content of tec-.:tbooks for sec­
ondary a]](1 primary schools. 
Li tcrary texts are replete with 
propagand;t ;lbout tIl<-' puppet 
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army and administration, pr;li",e 
for the US "ally," c"horiations to 
join the army, eulugies un the 
president of the Republic of Viet 
Nam and such deceitful policies 
as the so-called agr~nian rciorm, 
amI descriptions of luxury living. 
Students are inculcated with false 
ideals and with a strong aversion 
for the revolutioll, the North and 
socialism. Revolutionary literary 

works, which reflect the long tra­
dition of sh-uggle against foreign 
aggression, hav) been disc:trded, 
while the works of Tn V{C l--I) Ii 
f)Otlll(l) and existential no\'els lhat 
have a depraving effect on the 
minrls of readers are highly prais­
eJ. In th!' study 0-1 Vietn<1l11esc 
literature, such patriutic writers 
as Fhan Chu Trinh, -;\guyen Thai 
Hoc, Huynh Thuc Khang aJl(1 ~~gC) 

VllC Ke arc purpl'sely omirb'd. 
And in history textbooks. those 
p3tri,)ts \\"ho cannot possibly \;r 

ign<JH·r1 a"e eithfT misrep-'esrn1T(: 
or el,.:e pl'e~-;('ntcct in;l lw!.,ati\{· 

light. 

\Vors(' c:till, histoo.-ical facts aTt' 

distorte(l, the role uI the masse,; 
is minimized, and popular ,vi~dom 
is treatt~{l with di:-illain. National 
cultural works are looked down 

upon, while the invaders' civiliz­
ation is constantly praised in 
order to justiiy the aggression of 
imperialism, and especially of US 
imperialism. In 1965, the year 
when the first American troops 
'were introduced into South Viet 
Nam, bringing with them the 
P.X. civilization, Nguyen Phuong, 
a history teacher at Hue Univer­
sity, wrote on the history of the 
Lac Viet: "The Western Han 
dynasty was a conqueror concern­
ed more with expanding its ter­
ritory than with imposing severe 
l'estrictions on the conquered 
peoples. Consequently its policies 
were r8ther liberal. Moreover, 
iis rcpresenbltivcs were human­
ists and dill their best to educate 
the peoph'! instead of exploiting 
them" (fjach ](hoa, April 15, 
T965) (2). 

(1) Til Luc Van Doan was II 

writers' {[roup that was established 
iH 193'2 atld that inclu,ded sHeh 
'writers as Nhat Linh, 10u:~i Hung, 
Hoang Dao, etc. It was representa­
tive of th:J r61!!antic literatHre of 
Viet }'·,,'a»1. in the period between 

1930 a11d 1945 a1.d it pttblished 
the review Phong Hoa which later 
became Ngay Nay. At this time, 
the res·istwl:ce m,oveme1"li. agaitlst 
l'rtnch colonialism lor 1latioff(ll 

i'l1dependei'Ce WllS fiercely repressed 
by the emlily. Alany uprisings 
waf, drou)},cd ill, blood, such as the 
Bt,/c SOli insHYI'ection (Septc'm.ber 
1940) alld the Xam ,Ky insurrccti6H 
(November 1940). The Vi8tnamese 
"evolution required that the entil e 
people shl!uld he mobilized, but the 
w()yks put ont by Tn L"Uc Van 
J.)oan were lot''] stories, !hot dea.1t 

~;),ly ',"Jill!. (lnd ("(,died iJ;div'iuual 

.1t'S il 

(2; fJ, f j I ii.C. 11:15 rj/es[rfti Han 
.iYlul.'i) .'"lit hn1idreds 0/ thousands 
of troup, to inuude the South. The 
;( triter}, 0/ l'iet l"-alii (thM. called 
A~' rae) pJ.~·scd frollt the l/,wds of 
th<J 'Frif,!! i}.to tll(.·s,~ of the Westert~ 

]-J,Ul dynasty. aiHl w,,:, divided itito 
three quan (di5tricts).- Giao Chi 

(presei"t-day Bur Ro). CU'It Chan 
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As for the August 1945 Revolution, 
as the authorities could not ignore 
it, they distorted the facts by 
s:Lying that the Imlochinese Com­
munist Party and the Viet .:vlinh 
Front "used the people as tools" 
and "made use of the achieve­
ments" of other parties. In fact 
the truth i:-; that a numbel- of 
parties, such as the Viet 0.lam 
Quoc D,ll1 Dang and the D,li Viet 
(110\';" stooges of the _\mericans in 
the Saigon-controlled zone), sought 
the :;upport uf the Chiang Ka~-

shek clique to oppose the Viet­
namese revolution. 

ReClctionary textbooks expound­
ing mystical and pessimistic ideas 
alltl the unscientitic methods of 
teaching adopte(l in Saig,lll ,>chools 
have done much harm to school 
children in South Viet Nall1_ In 
gener,d, the practice is to use 
the cramming method of teaching_ 
_-\s <L result, most pupils on leaving 
school got their brains stuffed 
with confused, often distorted, 
learning_ 

The Amerlcanization of Schools 

T
HE Americans, on taking over 

from the French, concentrated 
their efforts from as early as 

1954 on carrying out three prog­
rams: to send South Vi(·tnamese 
students to America to sturly; to 
dispatch delegations of educational 
personnel to the L'S for_ in-service 
training; and to assist South 
Vietname-;e e(!ucational establish­
ments. The ),lichigan State 
Cniversity Group - which is in 
close touch with 01(' CI.\ -~ came 
to help ~go Din!l Diem build the 
H.cpubJic of Viet ~~\ln. Thi" group, 
bC3i<les helping Saigon draft a 
constitutiun and organize the 
police furce, also assumed th(' 
ta:;k of reforming education. In 
IllS? the 11inistry of Educ,ltion 
of the puppet regime and the Mi­
chigan State University signed an 
agrE'(-'Il1ent concerning American 
help in reforming higher e(lnc<1tion 
in certain ec1ncational establish­
ments. Shortly afterwards, another 
delegcttion from this university 
\vas sent to Saigon to work as 
arlvisers to the National Institut(; 
of Administration - an establish­
ment baserl on the French model. 
which was founded in Da Lat in 
1')5.~ but which ha<; sinCl~ bevn 
transferre(l to Saigoll -- in the 
reforming llf its educational 
program and organization. Two 
other nni\-ersit.i('<; fnllo\\-ell snit: 
Ohio C!"niversih' lULj awl 
Southern 1 Hinoi" {T ni \-('rsity 
(SIU)- The d,:kgatioll from Sl\~ 
to Saigon wOl"kl'd as adyisl'l"S to 
tIll· pLlPPl·t g<J\"l'l"11Il1\_'llt on the 
traimng uf primary sch()ol 
tcacheT~ \\-hile that uf ()\- hellX'd 
the teachers' culleges (If Saigon, 
Hue alld Call Tho train secundarv 
school teachers. In iLlnc 1':)66, 
the StU delegation s\iLJmittel to 
the Saigon go\-('rnment a -;econd­
ary g('lleral er\ucation program 
which was to be adopted by I r 
schools the following year (Tn 
[uong, 1\1ay 1972). Under the 
same_ program, Saigon University 
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and the Thll Due secondary 
school were also directly assistecl 
by SIU_ In addition, many other 
OS universities ha\"e received CIA 
money or entered into contracts 
with the Pentagon in order to 
carry out studies to promote es 
neo-colonialism in South Viet 
:Nam. In 1969. Mis'>ouri - Rolla 
L:nivcrsity became an adviser to 
the Saigon Engineers' College, 
and Florida University began to 
give aid to the College of Agrono­
my, Forestry and Animal 
Husbandr-y- The3e t\VO colleges 
later bec,lme dependent upon the 
US in matters of organization and 
curricula_ The US:\ID has also 
frequently invited CS educational 
experts to SOllth Viet Nam to 
study and give advice on the 
reform of Saigon Jligher education, 
in accordance with \Vashin~t()n's 
directives-

Thus the "Americanization of 
schools" program has been imple­
mented step by step. 

The Saigon Nalional Teacher~' 
College is now completely in the 
hands of the Americans: almost 
all it:-; teachers have been trained 
i~r. the -US; the education program 
has to be approved by the 
Amf'ricans; and the .. Viet 
Nam - USA" textbook;:;, \vrittcn 
by Americam and printed in 
Australia and ~e\V Zealand, are 
pruvide-d fr('e. 

In Saigon and tht' other cities 
uf South \'il't Nam, the di-;crimi­
nation against so-calle(i "home­
educated intellectuals " \.\"ho have 
bcen trained in Vie-t ':--':am in 
favour of "foreign-educated 
intellectuals" who h,I\"C graduated 
fn,Ill school;:; in fort'ign countries, 
especially the CS.\., is very much 
talked about. fn many ways this 
discrimination IT-;embles that 
against hOll1C'-made goods: the 
competition from fureign goods, 
especially those frnm the US that 
are flooding the market, has meant 

that sales of home-made goods 
have steadily declined. 

Top men in the economic and 
financial fields, snch as PhalIl 
Kim ;\goc, (·x-_:Uinister of 
Economy, Ha Xuan Truong, ex­
Minister of Finance, Nguyrn Hai 
Binh, ex-General Director of tJ1C 
Taxation Bureau, Vu I(hac Dung, 
the "father of VAT," etc., wcre 
all traine(l in the USA to bl'comc 
tools of Wa!lhingtoll. They h;l\"e 
replaced French - educated func­
tionaries and ha \"L" been given 
key posts so that they can c<lrry 
out the" Vietnamization" prog­
ram in the economic amI financial 
fields. 

In August 1973, during a well 
co-ordinated campaign aimed at 
denigrating French - fCclllcated 
intellectuals and lauding tho:-;e 
trained in the USA, the Saigon 
::Ylinistry of Education made two 
decisions: one was to put tlw 
Am('rican :\laster of Arts and 
l\laster of Scienu' degrees (t he 
equivalent of the French 
"licence") on an equal footing 
with the 3rd-level doctorate of 
Saigon and of Western European 
countries; the other was to start 
using US-type tests (I) in 
matriculation eXclminations_ Uni­
versity lecturers were extremelv 
indignant about these decision-s 
and saw them as " a preliminary 
stage in opening the way for CS­
trained intellectuals to control 
Viet Nam universities." (Professor 
Tran Nguyen Lan, in Die11- Yin, 
September IS. 1973') 

It is clear that an American 
invasion of education is taking 
place in South Viet :L\am. V.ih:tl 

(North(,.-n Ytung Bo) ar.d Nhut 
Na1n (Central Tnwg Bo). A5 H(l,. 
historians have adUJitted, Han 
mandarins Mid troops caus(!d great 
losses to our people in 1 ives a lid 
property_ Their basic mode of 
exploitation consisted 0/ !01"~in~ 
O1(r people to pay tribtde to them in 
the fCYf/!. 01 precious national prod­
ucts. Consequel!lly (Jur pecrl(' a/­
ten used to yise U,D agIJinst them_ 

(l) rhese teOots cOHsi~f 01 300 
questions on a varil ty 0/ sn!Jjects. 
l!.:och qllestion is acconlpunieti lJ)' 
five .' answers" ,narkI'd .-l, B. C, 
V, L', oHlyone 0/ which is correct. 
Th(J candidate is allowed al'(jtil 
twenty seconds per q1t-estion to work 
out the corral anS'i~'CY_ All exatni­
fl-ation pClpers are /!tar/?ed hy a 
computor. 
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Minister of Education Ngo Khac 
Tinh has called the training of a 
" generation of new Vietnamese" 
is simply an effort to form pr0~ 
American intellectuals who will 
be loyal to the US. However, the 
.\mericanization of schools has 
not been as easy as was expected 
beC:luse people in South Viet 
)\am are well aware of the truth 
of Pro1essor Ly Chanh Trung's 

\varning: "Ii we let the Amer­
icans supply South Viet Nam 
with the type of 'freedom' that is 
manufactured in the US.-\. and 
labelled Coca Cola or Pepsi Cola, 
then we shall have a Pepsi CoLt 
regime, a Pepsi Cola administra­
tion, a Pepsi Cola education 
system and a Pepsi Cola culture." 
(Professor Ly Chanh Trung, Sea 
Foam and Roaring Waves.) 

launched a campaign in support 
of those they knO\v to be dissu· 
lute yOlll1g men. Ccnsequclltly, 
although they failed to gain full 
control of t he Students' nepresen~ 
tatives' Council, they were at 
least able to restrict its in~ 
fluence. 

Coercin: and repressive meas~ 
UTes have cf)nstantly been taken 
against the school and colkg~ 
students' movement, especially at 
the time of the change-over from 
the US "special \-var" to th(' 
"limitc(i w;lr." In 1971, the 
police roundC'd up school and 
college students to press them 
into joining the army, and hunted 
down those suspected of partici­
pating in anti-government activi~ 
ties. In Saigon, Thieu ordered his 
troops and police to encircle the 
headquarters of the G('neml 
Stu<lents' Association and to 
occupy Minh Mang University. 
Tear gas wac; u:-;cd. 

Secret Agents Posing as Students 

A
s mentioned above, tlw Sai­

gon administration ha~ 
~hown little concern for the 

building of ~chool~. 1n fact its 
main interest ha'-' been in repress~ 
ing the school and college iitu­
dent'" moycment. The slogan 
"Or~anize the school pupil~," 
which hilS been mentioned by 
Nguyen V;l1l Thien so often in 
his instructions to the education 
:-;en"ice, h(l~ been al111 is being 
lin-:d up to in South Viet Nam. 
In almu..;t all :-;chool:-, and in.o;li· 
tutc", public 01· priY(lte, UW1'e are 
pupils' union~ l'r Boy Scoutii' 
groups th,\t are led by Saigon 
:lgenh posing as students. In 
addition, either roving song 
g'J"dUpS and or art clubs have 
l>,-'en ~ct up in schools to debauch 
the vouth. O\'er recent years, 
\ he,,~ gmup" ,1TId clubs, that hayc 
,~\lch Avoc;ltiyc n;unes a~ )\-fa\' 
ChiCH (Eycning Cloud), SOll{i Bie~l 
(Sea \Yavcs), !-foang Hon (DllSk), 
}(1(; Jffn (Dad{ Hrtir), Anh Den 
.Iran (Coloured Lights), pte., have 
ll1ushro::mwd in Saigon, Da Lat, 
Vung Tau, D~l N,mg :-md other 
citie-,. 

One of the aiIll~ of the educa~ 
tion program is to set up a 
net\\"urk of ~chooJ and college 
students acting as sccn~t agents 
so no; to suppress the school and 
collp~e stullents' movement and 
to eYcntU<l11y control the schools. 
These agents fall into two cate~ 
gories. The first category consists 
of school and college t-.ludents who 
<'Ire paid tn work as informers ~n 
students' unions and Boy Scuuts' 
groups. They are paid by the job, 
gnmted a short-term deferment of 
military service and give-n access 
to code in order to contact their 
supcri~rs. The second category 
compnses professional secret 
agenb who arc sent to work in 
,-,chonls. Some of them are com­
missioned officers of the secret 
.... ('[vice \vhilc continuing to pose 
as students. Since 1972, a large 
number of officers graduating 
from the National Police Institute 
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has been sent to work ill schoob; 
Their tasks are to reuuit ill~ 
formers on the spot, establish a 
net work of control o\,er "",hools, 
infiltrate students' representa­
tives' organizations (such as those 
representing faculties and 111e 
Executi\'e Committee of the Gen­
eral Students' Association) and 
to carry out various short-term 
tasks as required by the ~\dmini­
stration. 

Their meti1o(ls \'aTy accconling 
to the particular o;ituation in e,lch 
school. In faculties \\·here there 
io; no check on who ,d.tcmls lec~ 
tures and where the number of 
students is large enough to facili· 
tate infiltration, they are able 
practically to control the students' 
reprc~entatives' councils by organ­
izing f'lection:o; and choosing 
call(li(bte~. They often manage to 
do this in the Saigun bcultie" of 
len'l, literature and "cience. Thev 
start by arresting all students 
who work acti\'elv for the stu­
dents' movement - or who have 
some progressive influence on 
their comralles, and who want to 
stand for election. Then, without 
regard to school regublions or to 
the tradition of democratic dis­
cussion, they \vork to get control 
of the elections. On electiOll day, 
they go the college concerned 
bearing students' or voters' cards 
and vote either once or a" many 
times as is necessary. 

In faculties where admission is 
bv examination and the number 
of students is small enough for 
them all to know each other, it is 
difficult for the secret agents to 
buy over students aml conse­
quently to select candidates of 
their choice and organize elections. 
That is why in such cases they 
have to resort to arrests and 
threats. In 1972, during the elec­
tion campaign for the Students' 
Representatives' Counell of the 
Saigon Faculty 01 Medicine, they 
threatened candidates who were 
the slightest bit progressive and 

H.)wever, the students' move~ 
ment continued to devclop. 
Campaigns against the militariz­
ation and Americanization of 
schools, the arrest of school and 
college t-.tulients, the "professor­
(Hlyiser" SystPtn, more time 
b2ing given - to English lessons 
than to Vietnamese(I), etc., spread 
from one school to another. Th(' 
campaign to boycott and de­
nounce the "hippie festival" ~ a 
product of t;S culture, organizect 
In' Thir'u :U1(1 his wife themselv(,s 
il~ )'Iay 197 I ~ invohed hundreds 
of thousands of school and college 
students. Thc campaigns against 
increases in school fees and in 
the price of textbooks were turn­
ed into (lcmonstrations against 
lJS imperialism :m(l its stooges: 
4,000 !;turlcnts from the Phan 
Sar) Nam schor)1 and (wer 10,00:1 

from the 130 De school joined in 
the protest lIl;.\rchcs. In July 1973, 
school and college students, to­
g(,ther ",jtb their parents and 
some teachers, strongly protested 
the beauty contest, oJOgani-zed by 
the }linistry of Education and 
,mtilorizec\ by Thiell, which was 
heltl to chose candidates for the 
Miss Worl(l contest in Tokyo 
The Die? Tin of July 5, 1973 
st:congly criticized the contest and 
called it "the strangciit examina-
tion in the history of examina­
tions organized by the Ministry 

(Continued MI page 27) 

(1) In man).' schools ~ other 
than languare schools - six periods 
a u)cek are devoted to Etlglish les~ 
sons aHd only two to Vietnamese. 
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Crocodile Tears A
T a press conference in S:'tigon 

on July 7, I974, Culonel 
William Tombaugh, head of 

the US delegation to the FOo.1r­
Party] oint .:\lilirary Team, claim­
ed tilat the Government of the 
Dem,)cratic Republic ut Viet Nam 
and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of 
South Viet Nam" lacketl <:rood­
will" in the search fOf Americans 
missing in Viet Nam, provided 
for by Article Sb of the Paris 
Agl-eemcnt on Viet Nam, and 
brandetl QlH attitude as "inhu' 
mane." Shortly aftenvards, both 
the Washington and Saigon propa­
ganda machines tnCide a fuss about 
the Ill::ttter. A delegation, alleged­
ly f~0m. an .-\merican youth Of­

gamz~tlOn co~ce.rned for the 1380 
A~enc:ans tnlSSLHg in action in 
Viet Nam, anJ Montgomery, a 
mem ber. 01 the US House of Rep~ 
resentatlves, were issued visas to 

g') to Inrluchina to inquire ,l..OOlt 
t he problem. 

was humane and "\vho \vas not. 
Whereas the stain on the honour 
of the US resulting from the Son 
My (:V1y Lai) massacre was still 
fresh, the American pilots captur~ 
ed by the DRVN while they 
were committing crimes \vere all 
returned-and in good. shape-to 
the US government. 

it is all rat.her reminiscent of 
the psychological warfare ploy of 
the US concerning" prisoners of 
war. "The US spent much time 
and eHorl and many dollars in 
its attempts to make the" POW" 
matter the focal story in the Viet 
Nam issue· To this end, it sent a 
cosmonaut, and later a billionaire 
named Peros, around the world 
to brand the DRVN as "inhu~ 
mane." Then undel' the pretext 
that the "POW" issue had not 
been scttled and soon, it suspended 
the Paris Conference on Viet Nam. 

But it was not long before the 
whole world was aware of who 

The graves of American mili~ 
tarymen who died while carrying 
out the war of aggression in North 
and South Viet Nam are being 
cared for by the authorities and 
people in both zones. Recently, 
the DRVN allowed. representa~ 
tives of the US to visit the graves 
of GI's and even returned to the 
US the remains of 23 Americans 
killed in action. 

"Go and Ask the Americans!" 

"GO and ask the Americans! .. 
This was the reply given 
to the familie~ of soldiers 

in the Lon Nol army by an of~ 
{icer at the Phnom Penh Veterans 
Office on Allgust. 13, 1974· Their 
husbands, their brothers, had lost 
their lives on the bH.ttldields and 
they had been promised regular 
monthly Ct,llowances. But six 
months had passed and they hadn't 
recei ved anything. It brings 
to mind the demOll:"trations 
in Phnom Penh by the Lon ~ol 
soldiers in active service who were 
demanding pay arrears. 

The officer at the Veterans 
Office told the soldiers' families 
that the offfice "had no more 
money." It's not hard to work 
out the l"eason why: the de,tth 
allowances and the sol(liel's' pay 
packets have found their way into 
the pockets 01 the corrupt Lon 
Nol officials. 

But what is the height of cyni~ 
cism is the fact that the officer 
said without a qualm: "Go ami 
ask the Americans! ,. It i" rBminis~ 
cent of the statement by the 
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Vientiane Defence Ministry 
spokesman in Laos in Aug. 1972 

when he ·was asked by journalists 
about the offensive in the rainy 
season that year against the 
Plain of Jars region: "We have 
no idea. Go and ask the Ameri~ 
cans! " 

Ask the Americans about every~ 
thing\ The same words that 
were to be heard in Phnom Penh 
ann not 50 long ago in Vientiane 
must be often uttered in Sai~ 
gon as a similar si tuation 
exists there: \vith CS dollars, the 
Americans arc paying a bunch of 
henchmen to procure local man~ 
power for slaughter in the inter~ 
ests of the monopolies across the 
Pacifi.c. Thus, cycrything is 
necided by the America.ns. Their 
henchmen are paid to enlist 
mercenaries but they get even 
more money by pocketing part of 
the "oldlers' pay. And they know 
that their American masters will 
turn a blind eye to their actions. 

After all, the Americans must 
ensure that their puppets remain 
loyal to \Vashington. 

It would be illogical, however, 
for the US to expect the Viet~ 
namese people to settle the prob~ 
lem raised in Article 8b of the 
Paris Agreement the way the 
Americans wished. 

It should be pointed out, first of 
all, that Article 8b is part 
of Article 8 of the Paris Agreement 
and that Articles t5a and 8e 
relate to the return of captured 
military men and civilians. The 
Nguyen Van Thieu administration, 
rigged up by the US, still contin~ 
ues to detain and barbarously 
torture hundreds of thousands of 
civilians in South Vietnamese pris­
ons. Yet both the US and Nguyen 
Van Thieu keep claiming that 
"there isn't one political prisoner 
in South ViQt Nanl." Is this 
" humane" ? 

Throughout bvo decades of 
struggle for independence and 
freedom, large numbers of cadres 
and combatants of the South 
Viet Nam National Front br Lib~ 
cration and of the PRG have 
been murdered. beheaded. disem­
bowelled or tortured to death by 
Sctigon soldiers and pollee as '\vell 
as by US expeditionary troops. 
Where are their graves and their 
remains now? At a hundred-odd 
meetings of the Four~Party Joint 
Military Team. the c-S and Saigon 
have stllbbornly rejected all re-

(Couti';Hud on page 20) 
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Glimpses 0/ the History of 

the South Vietnamese Resistance 

Armed Uprisings by Ethnic 

Minorities olong the Truong Son 

PART I 

T
HE Truong Son mountain 

range- mus from the North 
to the South Viet Nam a.nd 

is like the spine of Indochina. 
From the 17th paralld southward 
it I:; bordered un the east uy the 
coastal plains of Southern Trun!!; 
MO (from Quang Tri to Binh 
TIman) and on the west uy the 
rugged Tay i'\guyen (Central 
Highlands) with their high pea,ks 
such as .-\ Tuan (z,500 metres) 
anel the Mother amI Child ~loun­
tain (2,°51 metres). The Vietnam­
ese territory west of the coastal 
provinces is commonly known 
as the Truong Son Ridge. 

ed by about 800,0001.0 I,OOO,ooo 
people of more than 30 ethnic 
minorities of the Mon·Khmer and 
the MaIayo·polynesian language 
groups. The population along the 
Truoll g Son Ridge makes up 
about a third of the total PJPula­
tion of the Central Highlands. 
The Ritlge can be diyi(lcrl into 
hyo geographicaJ zones: the 
highlands with their rugged moun­
tain peaks and the lowlands with 
their small rivers and valleys 
sloping do\vn to the plains. The 
highlanders still practise the old 
slash-and.burn method of culti­
vating rice and maize; the low­
landers grow their rice in 
submerged fields. In both zones, 
farm implements are still rudi· 
mentary, crop output is very 
low, and the peopl~ lead preca­
rious lives. 

oH one minority nationality 
against another and, in particu· 
lar, al",.-ays sought to create fric· 
tion between the ethnic minori· 
ties and the Kinh. 

The Truong Son Ridge is close­
ly relate(l to the Central High­
lands _ geographically, ethno­
logically ,Jl1d historically. The 
Truong Son Ridge and the Central 
Highlands as a whole are inhabit-

But things changed radically 
following the birth of the Indo· 
:::hinese Commu~,ist Party. Ri.ght 
from the outset, the Party made 
it clear that its policy was to 
" unite all nationalities in the 
country on the principle of equal­
ily and mutual as~i.stance in 
order to fight {or the common 
goal of freedom and happiness" 
(I). Through the activities of the 
communists, the revolution grad­
ually made its influence felt in 
the areas inhabited by ethnic 
minorities. 

undaunted 

In 1936, the French colonialists 
started building a number of 
detention camps along the Truong 
Son Ridge to imprison revolu~ 
tionary fighters, especially cadres 
of the Indochinese Communist 
Party. It was from these prisons, 
however, that the idea of uniting 
all nationalities to fight the 
imperialists and regain independ. 
ence and freedom emanated and 
spread to the tribes living in the 
thickest jungles of the Truong 
Son. At the end of 1936 and in 

The continual battle against 
wild animals and the mpeatcd 
tribal wars of the pcLst have had 
tlh'ir effect on the inhabitants of 
Truonf!; Son. In order to protect 
themselves, their hamlets and 
their ricE' and maize plots, they 
have armed themselves 'with pri. 
mitive weapons, dug pits, laid 
booby traps, fenced off their rice 
plots, etc. In particular, they 
have had to fight for their sur· 
viYCLl against brutal exploitation 
~nHl aggression by the feudalists 
and the French imperialists from 
as early as the 18th century. 
Consequently, the ethnic minor­
ities along the Truong Son and 
the- tll<Ljority of the other na· 
tionalities in the Central High. 
lands ha,Ye repeatellly risen up 
in arms to resist the forcible 
requisition of wealth and man-
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power, exorbitant taxes and usur· 
pation of their lands for the 
building of military posts. The 
tradition of resistance is particu­
larly strong among the Ka Tu 
people in Quang Nam province, 
the Kor in Southern Quang Nam 
and Northern Quang Ngai. and 
the H'Re in Quang Ngai and 
~orthern Binh Dinh. However, 
all tlwse armed uprisings invaria· 
bly ended in failure, due to the 
fact that these ethnic minoritiE's 
fought on their own, without co­
ordination, without a clear policy 
and, most importantly, without 
close a.lliance "\"lth the .f(i1Ih, the 
maj0rity people living chiefly in 
the plains. 

In accordance with their" di.­
vide and rule" policy, the 
French colonialists ahvays played 

----
(I) Polilica! Program 0/ the hdo' 

chiHeH COHIHW/wist Party (I93 0 ). 
The Party Program of Action dated 
JUHe I93"2 said,' "DOWH with the 
imperialists' poliCY oj di7,isiotl and 
sowing hatred al1w11g / hI'! national· 
-ities. Oppose la·tid appropriation 
and the usurpattO'Y1 01 forests. 
Abolish all lorced lahow' by the 
fw.dalisls, hi£; o~1d sn·all. Drwe 
away allleHdalists tl11d trthal chiefs 
who have sold tlu3mselves to the 
imperialIsts. blee! peasant Cdm· 
mittee." (The Party docu./Hents aa 
the Na'tionalities Policy. Su 
That, Truth Pd)Zishing Hous~, 
Hanoi. 1965. page 5·) 
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parly 1937, under the infl'lenCf' d 
the communists (;ctailJeli at Tra 
Ke camp (\Vest Phu Yell), S,tm 
13ram, a tribal chief ot tile Rah­
nar people, launched a resistance 
movement against t Ill" French 
colonialists, which had both the 
violent charar;tcr of all armed 
uprising and the mythical features 
of a religion. Following the 
example of the Rlhnar, the other 
ethnic minorities along the 
Truong Son Ridge also staged 
uprisings. 1n 1937, there was a 
series of armed attacks on French 
garrisons from Quang Nam to 
Binh Dinh provinces. Bloody 
repression ensued. However, the 
Bahnar and Sedang peoples with­
dre\v to Voa Mona, northeast of 
the provincial capital of Kontum, 
and managed to maintain their 
resistance there for six months. 
Meanwhile, a section of the Kor 
nationality in West Quang Ngai, 
under the impact of the local 
revolutionary movement, also 
founded a resistance base, in 
thick jungle. The movement last­
ed until the August Revolution 
of 1945, in spite of enormous dif­
ficulties due to encirclement by 
the enemy. 

During the various periods of 
activity by the Indochina Com­
munist Party, many grassroots 
revolutionary organizations were 
set up in the mountain regions. 
The patriotism of anum ber of 
people from various ethnic minor­
ities was aroused. In the \"est­
ern part of Quang Ngai, l'evolu~ 
tionary militants detained at Ba 
To camp managed to convince 
members of the H'Re ethn;c 
minority of the need for revulu­
tion. On March II, 1945, two 
days after the Japanese fascist 
seized power from the French in 
Indochina, revolutionary cadff~s 
led the masses in the capture of 
the enemy post in the dist rict 
capital; they founded the people's 
power, organized a guerilla team, 
and S€t up a resistance base. 
From Ba To, the insurrection 
movement spread rapidly to the 
whole of Quang Ngai and other 
provinces. By mid-August 1945, 
the Kor, the H'H.e and all other 
ethnic minorities alor.g the 
Truong Son Ridge and throughout 
the Central Highlands, under 
the leadership of the Indochinese 
Communbt Party and in close 
unity with the Kinh in the Viet 
Minh Front (Front for the Inde­
pendence of Viet Narn) hacl, vic­
toriously carried out the general 
uprising, aimed at seizing power 
and establishing the people's 
power in aJl vill~lges, districts 
and provinces. Tharks to correct 
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leadership and the policy of uni­
ty among all nationalitips, the 
",hnic minorities along the 
Truollg Son Ridge and in Central 
Highlands, for the first time in 
their history, experienced inde­
pemknce and freedom. 

In April I946, in preparation 
for the long war of resistance 
against the French colonialist, 
a "National Union" Congress 
was convcned in Pleiku and 
was attended by delegates from 
aU the ethnic minorities along the 
Truong Son Ridge and through­
out the Central Highlands. The 
Congress took as its guideline 
the leiter sent on this occasion 
by President Ho Chi Minh to all 
nationalities living in Viet Nam. 
The letter said: "Today, Viet 
N am has become our common 
country... This nation and this 
government are our common 
nation and government. That 
is why all nationalities must be 
closely united in order to defend 
our country and support our 
government. " (I) 

By early I946, the French 
colonialists had already recon­
quered most of the Central High­
lands. But the Truong Son Ridge 
was either in the hands of the 
resistance government (from 
Quang Nam to Phu Yen) or else 
formed resistance bases for the 
coasLtl provinces (from Khanh 
Hoa to Binh Thuan). Along the 
Truong Son Ridge and in some 
other areas of the Central High­
lands, the various ethnic minori­
ties were united and organized 
to carry out a war of resistance 
to defC'nd their villages and crops 
-- and a large number of tribal 
chiefs and village elders took 
part in the fighting. 

Noteworthy is the fact that 
quite a fC\v cadres of minority 
origin, many of them members 
of the Viet Nam Workers' Party, 
were trained during that parti­
cular period of the patriotic 
war. 

In spite of the rigours of war, 
life in the free zone was far bet­
ter than it had been in the past. 
The people from ethnic minorities 
no longer had to work for, and 
pay taxes to, the landlords and 
their French masters, and their 
right to the o\vnership of land 
was guaranteed by the resistance 
government. 

From P)SO onwani., with the 
favourable development of the 
war of resistance, the people's 
armed forces went deeper and 
deeper into the French-held areas 

along the Truong Son Ridge and 
in the Central Highlanus to 
carry out agitation work and set 
up revolutionary and guerilla 
bases. Some of these bases re­
mained quite firm, such as " Soap 
Dui" in Kontum, ff Sisteu " in 
Pleiku, "Deleya" in Darlac. 
In I954, at about the same time 
as the Dien Bien Phu campaign 
most of Central Highlands were 
liberated (2). Here, the policy 
on nationalities \vas proclaimed 
and initial steps were taken to 
put it into practice. 

All the gains of the revolution 
and the war of resistance, espec­
ially the initial results arising 
out of the policy on nationalities 
of the Viet Nam Workers' Party 
and the DRVN government, have 
left the ethnic minorities with 
deep and lasting impressions and 
have led them to the conclusion 
that they must unite with the 
Kinh, and continue to carry out 
the revolution if they are to 
achieve self-liberation. 

(I) Appeals 01 P",ident Ho Chi 
Minh, Su That (Truth) Publishing 
HOMe, Hanoi, 1958, Vol. I, p. 168. 

(2) See II The Fifth Ittterzone 
during the Die» Bien Phu Cam­
paign" Viet Nam Courier, N° 25, 
fun, 1974. 
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Diem and the Ethnic Minorities 

In July 1954, Diem's troops 
began to occupy the Truong Son 
Ridge. Since they had to concen­
trate their efforts on stamping 
out the revolutionary movement 
in the plains, they were not yet 
able to extend their rule to the 
remote mountain areas. Diem 
was only able, in fact, to control 
a number of lowland areas, 
chiefly around the district towns 
and capitals and along the major 
lines of communication. 

However, when the US neo-colo· 
nialists replaced the French co­
lonialists in Saigon, they were 
quick to realize the strategic im­
portance of the Truong Son 
Ridge, as well as of the whole of 
the Central Highlands. The latter, 
in fact, overlook Southern Indo­
china, with its strategically im­
portant communication lines and 
its abundant natural resourcE'S, 
most of them yet untapped. The 
Central Highlands also had great 
potential as a source of supply of 
army recruits and, in view of the 
fact that they were inhabited by 
a variety of ethnic minorities, 
they could be used as a bastion 
against the revolution. 

N go Dinh Diem, once a high 
mandarin of the Hue imperial 
court, after being installed by 
the Americans continued his long­
standing policy of bribery and 
cajolery on the one hand, and 
primarily, repression and terror 
on the other, in his attempt to 
win the ethnic minorities in the 
Central Highlands over to bis 
crusade against the revolution. 
The" denounce the communists" 
campaign "vas launched in the 
Highlands in late r955 and early 
1956. Initially Diem used US dol w 

lars and surplus goods in his 
attempts to buy the allegiance of 
the tribal groups in the Central 
Highlands, and especially that of 
the tribal chiefs and other men of 
note. He hoped that, in this way, 
he \,vould be able to make them 
repudiate the revolution and 
denounce cadres of the anti­
French war of resistance. But 
this method didn't work and 
so he resorted to terror tactics. In 
the mountain area of Quang Ngai 
province, for instance, in early 
1956, the chief of Son Ha district 
ordered the summary execution 
of 58 civilians in the village of 
Re because the villagers refused 
to "denounce the communists. " 
In a similar program, in Nuoc 
Bon hamlet, Son Ha village, all 
male inhabitants were slaughter­
ed in a bid to "weed out the 

N° 28 - September 1974 

communists" as the local agents 
of Ngo Dinh Diem put it. And 
the grisly happenings in West 
Quang Ngai shocked the civilized 
world: an agent of Ngo Dinh 
Diem cut off the ears of all his 
victims and made a collection of 
them after letting them dry in 
the sun, so that he might later 
provide "hard evidence" of his 
" exploits" to his superiors (r). 
Mr Khanh, a former resistance 
member, was arrested and stabbed 
to death instead of a buffalo 
during a so-called ritual "oath­
taking" ceremony held by the 
local Diem administration to 
compf'l the members of the Kor 
ethnic minority to swear alle­
giance to Ngo Dinh Diem. 

In addition, Saigon applied a 
policy of brazen discrimination 
against, and brutal exploitation 
of, people of ethnic minorities. 
\Vhen they set up their local 
administration in the Central 
Highlands, as there were no local 

Nup, an 
a"my hero 
of Ih' 
Bohnar 
ethnic 
minority 

agents available, the Diem regime 
had to appoint as agents men of 
the l(inh from the plains with 
records of bloody crimes against 
the people during the war of 
resistance and former traders \vho 
had cheated the ethnic minorities 
out of their "vcalth. These agents 
not only oppressed and exploited 
the minority peoples ruthlessly 
but also treated them with con­
tempt. The term 1Itoi (equiva­
valent to, and even more con­
temptuous than, the American 
English "nigger" - L'd.) used 
derogatorily by t.he French to 
refer to members of the ethnic 
groupings in t.he Central High­
Llnds had been 8.bolished by the 
resistance government but ,,',ras 
used again by Diem's agents, 
who also administered arbitnuy 
fines and beatings. The old cus­
toms of the minority peoples were 
trampled underfoot. During their 

(r) Wilfr,d BuYch,ll: La Se­
conde Resistance, Viet Nam J965, 
Galli111ard, Paris 196.'), p. 56. 
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raids all(1 r<)uml-ups,Saigon hoops, 
paying no heed tn the beliefs and 
supersliti.ons of the ethnic minor­
ities, destroyed their altars, beat 
up their old people :lnd raped 
their women. All the innova­
tions t11:1"t had been introduced 
through the painstaking efforts of 
the resistance cadres such as 
drinking only boiled water and 
moving st:Lblcs and pigsties far 
from clwellings, etc., 'sere simply 
forbidden. Schools were closed 
down. People who refused to 
discard books and newspapers 
,\vere ,tccused of "collaboration 
with the communists" and liter­
ate pe,)ple '.vere blacklisted as 

refused to co_oper;tie. Everywhere 
the people of ethnic minorities 
provided the same protection and 
care for the former resistancl' 
cadres as they would have provid­
ed for their O\vn biothers and SlS­

ters. One villager who was cap­
tured and interrogated by Diem's 
J.gents chose death rather than 
reveal secrets of the revolution to 
the enemy. :\11 the KG. Tn people 
in Ben Giang {listrict, '\\'est of 
Quang Nam, boycotted the "(k­
nounce the communists" farce. 
Later, when I ,064 former resist­
ance cadres fled from the plains 
to take refuge in Ben Gi.ang, they 
were given shelter and food by 
the families there throughout 1955 
and 1956. Such acts of dedication 
to the revolution '\vere also com­
mon among the Raglay minority 
people in the western part of 
Ninh Thuan province, A Raglay 
woman exhorted at gunpoint to 
reveal revolutionary cadres' hide-

c:-..t.)rt muncy and to purchase 
local forest and agricultural prod­
ucts at dirt-cheap prices, such as 
cinnamon in Tra Bong and Tra 
.Mi and ,'aJ oil in Ba To and An 
Lao. In many places they also 
set up co_operJ..tives to monopol­
ize the sale and purchase of these 
products (2). 

The ethnic minoritie~ along the 
Truong Son Riuge \vho had begun 
to realize the significance of inde­
pendence and freedom and who, 
over the years, had managed to 
regain control over their forests 
and villages, found such policies 
of the Diem regime intolerable. 
They had heard news of the im­
plementation of the policy on 
nationalities of the DRVN govern~ 
ment in the Tay Bac and Viet 
Bac Autonomous Regions (in 
North Viet Nam) over the Voice of 
Viet Nam Radio and through other 
sources and this had strength­
ened thei.r confidence in the 
ultimate triumph of justice. And 
the (leeper th\o; confidence, the 
greater their 10ye for the revolu-

" Viet Congs " and imprisoned. 

The Saigon administration even 
banned the carrying of weapons 
for self_defence. Such traditional 
arms as spears, knives and cross­
bows, which had been handed 
clo\\'n through the family, were 
confiscated. As a result, in some 
place:-:, people ,,,,ere left \'lith no 
form of protection a g(l.inst wild 
berlsts (f). 

The local officials of Ngo Dinh 
Diem also use(l their P(I\\'(,f to 

tionaries who hctd been their bene­
factOfS and who were now being 
hotly pursued by the Diem clique. 

out, jumped to her death in a 
ravine, rather than betray th(, 
revolution. With their o\vn hands, 
a mother and father killed their 
own son when the latter was 
about to tell the enemy where a 
cadre was hiding in their home. 
As a result of such dedication and 
the increased activity of the local 

The RGvolution'$ Influence Strengthens 

cadres as '\vell as of those coming 
from the the plains, the revolu­
tionary bases in the mountain re­
gions were not only preserved but 
continually strengthened. ations and in training many local 

people to become cadres. And 
these cadres were to become the 
nucleus of the ever-growing move­
ment against the brutal rule of 
Ngo Dinh Diem. 

Confronted by Saigon's '\'\"hite 
terror ,vhich had engulfed the 
plains, all the former resistance 
cadres and other patriots, noW 
empty-handed, fully realized the 
strategic importance of the Truong 
Son Ridge and the Central High­
lands. They came to the conclu­
sion that, in the rugged terrain of 
these hgh plateaux, as long as 
they could \yin the support and 
perl1a.pS the participation of the 
local people, they \yould be able 
to build a firm base for protract­
ed resistance (tS thl'Y had done 
(luring the p:l..triotic '\var against 
the French colonialists. Thus, 
while Dienl '.vas concentrating his 
efforts on " pacifying" the coast­
al areas, former resistancc~ cadres 
went to the mountains and strictly 
applied the "three togethers" 
slogan: eat together, Eye together 
and work together with the peo­
ple of ~lhnic minorities. Through 
constantly informi.ng peuple about 
the ideal of inrkpclldencc and 
freedom and through (k_~cribing 
to them the happy 11 yes they 
could one day lcacl, as '\vell as 
through their practical everyday 
work, before long the reyolution­
ary cadres had won the hearts 
and minds of the ethnic minori­
ties. They soon succeeded in set­
ting up several patriotiC organiz-

For aU its brutal repression 
and deception, Saigon could only 
establish its rule in the dishict 
capitals and townships and in a 

Unlike the situation in the 
plains, the "denounce the com­
munists " drives conducted by 
Diem in the mountain regions 
did not yield the results he had 
expected. The mountaineers re­
fused to report former resistance 
cadres. not only because their 
aHection fOf them had remained 
unchanged, but also because it 
was a long-standing tradition of 
of the mountaineers neycr to do 
anything harmful to others un­
less their own interests had been 
prejudiced by them. Thus, in most 
cases, the people of ethnic minor­
ities refused to "denounce thE' 
communists" whether they were 
K inh or people of their own stock. 
In Tra Bong district, for instanCE', 
not a single former reo;istance 
cadre \vas betrayed, in spite of 
the succession of "denounce the 
communists" drives and even 
though these cadres continued to 
live among the villagers, In many 
other mountain areas, the "de­
nounce the communists" campaign 
had the same fate-the people just 

----
(1) Abcu! Diem.'s a/ti/rde f070ar{] 

ethuic nlinot'ities, B(;tlwrd FaIt 
wrote: " In the case of the mOlin­
taineers, the Saigon regime has 
mHch to apologize tor ... The /noun­
taineers were Hot givell even the 
semblance at local seli-gov6rnl}!e1It, 
were often iHegall': deprived Of 
their ancestral lahois. (I,;d 1{'ntil 
very recently [()ere prol.'ided with 
fewer schools and less adeqnafc 
health service; than lI1'J.(,lllr the colo­
nial administration" (Reynard 
Fall, The Two Viet Nams- F'..'1. 
PJ'aeger , Publisho's, Sr"u )'C i li, 
1066 , p. 281). 

(2) A kilogno;:" ot Ci-rHwn'()'/1. cost 
olll\' jive piastres at the pLil'ltatioa 
hiM 36 ;) piastres Hi. n! Xang city. 
The lr ca,t Diem ,U~J, i,i istrati01: 
imposed several filifS i"hlCh had to 
be paId in kind, that ii, in (innu­
wall, /JHriHg m'-ds ~l11d lound-ups, 
Diem agw/S looted large qU!"nlities 
at cinnamon from the pevfdt Hllder 
Ihe pretext that it was "cr-mmunist 

cimlamMl. " 
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number of lowland villages. But 
even there its rule was far from 
absolute. Many of its administra· 
tors were in fact double agents: 
they worked for Diem for money 
while at the same time continuing 
to carry out the instructions of 
the revolutionary organizations in 
their localities (r). Saigon could 
not extend its rule to remote vil­
lages, especially in the rugged 
mountain areas. There was prac­
tically no administration in these 
,lreas and, as from 1954, the peo­
ple there organized their own lives 
_ thus forming the embryo of 
the future people's power. Accord­
ing to a report of t.he National 
Front for Liberation Committee 
in Central Trung Bo, there wel'e 
in all more than 100 villages of 
this type along the Truong Son 
Ridge and in the Central High­
lands after 1954· These villages 
later became revolutionary bases. 
inviolable bastions of the revo· 
lution. 

within the district of Tra Bong, 
there was only a handful of them. 
In To Lo area, with a. population 
of more than 2,000 there was 
not a single traitor. 

Saigon r~gime, tht' p'''lplc of 
ethnic mmontte<; in the Central 
I Ughlands waged a wicksprcad, 
many-siderl political struggle: 
argiling with Saigon's agents, 
sending dep!ltations to lodge com· 
plains, staging marches to district 
and provincial capita.ls to luge 
the Saigon administration io com­
ply with their demands and so on. 
Also, as they were practiscf\ in 
unarmed combat and hunting 
th"'y were \'"ery ready to take up 
arms. It was traditional for each 
household and each ham~t't to 
have some kind of seH-de-fencc 
organization. Moreover, commun­
ity life in the villages and 
hamlets has endowed manv of 
these people 'with a considerablf' 

(1) About these "two-laced" 
administrators, Jacques Doy01"~. a 
French journalist, noted the follow· 
illr in dealing with the mountain 
rer;tOi;S in South Viet Nam' 

Obviously, Dic-m had biled to 
establish a political and popular 
base in the regions inhabited by 
ethnic minorities. The few agents 
he did manage to recruit from 
among the minority peoples were 
soon denounced and boycotted by 
their own people and fina1ly had 
to dissociate themselves from the 
Diem regime to avoid being 
punished by them. Throughout 
the region inhabited by the Ka 
Tu people, there were only one 
or two real Diem agents. And 

:Nleanwhile, and ever since 195+, 
the revolutionary forces had 
grown increasingly strong. In the 
Central Highlands, revolutionary 
bases began to be estabhshed 
not only in the remote areas 
bordering Cambodia but also 
most of the towns and cities, 
like Pleiku, Ban Me Thuot, Da 
Lat, Djiring. Along the Truong 
Son Ridge most young people 
joined the revolution and were 
trained to become cadrf's for 
their villages or districts. In some 
areas, by the end of 1957, most 
leading bodies at district level 
\vere sta.ffed by cadres chosen 
from amongst the ethnic minor· 
ities. Most tribal chiefs and village 
patriarchs sided with the revo­
lutionaries - for example, Quanh 
Hieu (Ka Tu minority), Pho Muc 
Gia (Kor minority). Pho Nia 
(H'Re), Ma Quan (Bahnar). etc. 
These tribal leaders who partici· 
pated in the anti· French resistance 
commanded great respect among 
their people and their allegi.ance 
to the revolution meant t"lilat its 
influence was able to be consider-
ably strengthened among the 
ethnic minorities. 

To counter the "denounce the 
communists" campaign and other 
acts of terror perpetrated by the 

" Some of the old persom who were 
regayded by families as patriarchs 
sometimes played the role of semi· 
official go_betweens. They jokingly 
said that they had two heads, one 
for each zide. But here, too. the 
peasant did -not place the two sides 
on the same footing. The gHerillas 
were the winners in this battle for 
i.ttfhtence because they lived in close 
relations with the peasa'JIts, know­
ing their world and knowing every­
body." (Les Viet Cong, De Nocl 
Paris 1968. pp. 69-70 ) 

N028 _ September T974-
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Children in the 
Cetllt"al HiKhla Ilds 
making bamboo 
spikes fu help 
fi;;:ht the .,imericaJi 
,/ ggt"es sors 
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capacity for organization (in 
some tribes, like the Kor or the 
Ve, the whole hamlet lives in a 
single long communal house 
divided into apartments called 
"kitchens," C'<1ch <' kitchen" 
corresponding to one household). 

camps, which he dubbed "pros­
perity zones." In the mountain 
areas along the Truong Son 
Ridge, he founded «montagnards' 
c,nnps." From mid-1957, the 
people from remote villages and 
then those li\'ing in heavily popu­
lated areas were forced at gun­
point to go and live in such 
camps, which werc ccntered 
around communication arteries 
and district towns. Most of the 
Raglay people in the North West­
ern part of Ninh Thuan province 
were herded into Camp Brawn 
(named after an American « advi­
sor" ,\ .... ho had built the camp) on 
Highway I from Saigon to Hue, 
ano Tam Ngan camp on Highway 
2 from Phan Rang to Da Lat. 
The rest of the Raglay people 
were compelled to settle in smaller 
camps at the foot of the moun­
tains. In Quang Nam province, 
the Diem authorities founded 44 
ne\\' villages along a corridor 
between the mountain area and 
the plains. In Binh Dinh province, 
they ordered the population in 
Vinh Thanh and Van Canh villa­
ges to leave their mountain homes 
and settle along Highway I. 

in the ground with a stick to sow 
their rice. In Tra Bong district, 
Quang Ngai province, nearly all 
trade activities came to a hah, 
the local people having to buy 
their rice by bowl and salt by 
grains. 

All these factors combined to 
encourage the tribesmen in the 
central Highlands to take up arms 
<J.gainst the oppressors. The rug­
gedness of the mountain region 
was their natural ally in their 
offensive as '\\'ell as defensive 
actions, in attack as well as in 
retreat. This explains the repeated 
clashes between the tribesmen 
and Saigon troops. In late 1954, 
Saigon troops were badly mauled 
when they ventured into some 
remote western villages in Ql1ang 
Nam and Qlmng Ngai provinces. 
In October 1955, at Kim Son 
...-illage. West Hinh Dinh, an elder­
ly man of the Bahnar minority 
stabberl to death a Saigon lieu­
tenant in command of a land­
grabbing operation. Often the 
minority peoples set traps and 
dug pits in the roads, allegedly 
to preycnt wil,l beasts from dc-s­
traying their crops, but actually 
to bar the way of Saigon raiders. 
Another ancient custom in this 
area is for the family, or even the 
whole village or tribe, to take 
vengeance whenever a member of 
the family or tribe is murdered. 
This custom of "vendetta" was 
fully revi\'ed, so as to legalize the 
punishment of Diem agents. Una­
ble to bring the revolutionaries 
to their knees, the Saigon admin­
istration reporterl to the most 
brutal punitiY(~ measures· 

StringC'nt measures of control 
were enforccn. in an attempt 
to separate the peJplc frum 
the revolution. In the plains, 
Diem set up concentration 

Crocodile Tears 
(ContinHed trom page 14) 

quest by the military delegations 
of the PRG and the DRVN for help 
in the search for revolutionary 
fighters missing in thE' war, for 
PRG delegates to be allowed to 
visit gra.ves of fallen revolu­
tionary fighters, and for monu­
ments to be erected in honour of 
the unburied dead. Is this refusal 
also" humane? " 

::Vlorcover. the uS is reluctant to 
fulfil i.ts obligations under Article 
2r of the Paris Agreement with 
reganl to the healing of the 
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The Saigon administration afso 
ordered a strict economic block­
ade of the mountain regions, 
banning or restricting to the min­
imum trade between the plains 
and the mountain areas in such 
vital necessities as salt, cloth, 
metal farm implements, etc. As 
a result, some tribes were driven 
into a state of near starvation. 
The To Ho tribe in "Vest Phu Yen 
had to go without salt for a whole 
year - all they could do was 
burn elephant grass and eat its 
ashes to get whatever small quan­
tity of ~alt they yielded. The 
Ka Tu people in the mountain 
region of Quang Nam had to use 
the old method of digging holes 

wounds of war inflicted upon the 
North Vietnamese people by the 
US air force. 

More serious still is the fact 
that the US has increased its aid 
in aircraft and bombs and shells 
so that the Nguyen Van Thieu 
army can conduct daily attacks 
on liberated areas under PRG 
control. In addition, US reconnais· 
sance planes have not yet comp­
letely stopped hostile acts against 
North Viet Nam. The war of 
aggression against Viet Nam, 
fostered and directed by the US, 
is still going on. 

Then, to cap it all, the Diem 
administration launchecl large­
scale military operations for 
« pacification" and looting pur­
poses. The Truong Son Ridge 
was one of the prime targds of 
the «unilateral war" waged by 
the Diem regime. 

The combination of these meas­
ures by the Diem regime (lrove 
the tribes along the Truong Son 
Ridge, whose lives were already 
so precarious, to the brink of 
extinction. They were forced with 
only one real alternative in their 
struggle for survival: they 
couldn't bow to Saigon's will­
they had to rise up in arms. 
Georges Chaffard, a French stu­
dent of Viet Nam, )'vas right when 
he wrote: "They [the Diem 
army - Ed.] have installed 8n 
iron regime to punish the tribes 
for their pro-Viet 1\linh sympa­
thies. Barbarous methods have 
been employed '\""hich arc remi­
niscent of those used by the 
Americans against the Red Indians 
in the 19th century. The 1(or, 
like all the other ethnic minori­
ties, after having bent their 
backs, were the first to re­
volt" (r). In fact, the popula­
tion along the Truong Son Ridge 
were the first to revolt against 
Ngo Dinh Diem's rule. 

(To be continHcd) 

TA XUAN LINH 

(l) Les deux guerres du Viet 
}\lam, De la Table Ronde, Paris, 
1969, p. 227' 

youth delegation at 'hn Son Nhat 
airport, "Is it logical for us 
Vietnamese to go looking for lJS 
troops' bodies while US bombs 
are still being showered upon us ?" 

As a Vietnamese delegate asked 
the above-mentioned American 

In reality, Washington pays 
little heed to the thousand or so 
Americans missing in action in a 
war into which the men in the 
Pentagon threw millions of GIs. 
The US psychological warfare 
claim about the Vietnamese peo­
pIe's" lack of humanitarianism" 
is only aimed at diverting public 
()pinion from the continued and 
ever-deeper military involvement 
of the US in Viet Nam. 

VIET NAM COlCRIER 



Pie! Nam, the Land and lts People 

({(r G7liifJ1l@ Cj) tCrtllrUJ({J)fJ1lilJ )J)J 

Cj)@itlrtll 

A Land Blessed by Nature 

ONCE upon a time, a small 
dragon travelled all the 
way from what is today 

South Viet Nam to Tibet, look­
ing fOl" its mother. It went over 
"mountains and through forests, 
removing all obo;tacles in its \vay 
and gonging out a wide path. 
The soil, mud and vegetation it 
stirred up formc(l a vast delta. 

Rising in Tibet, the 4-,500 
kilometre~-long Mekong River 
travels through Laos and Cambo­
dia before reaching South Viet 
Nam, where it fans out into 
several branches and flows into 
the China sea through nine 
mouths - whence its name" CUll 
Long" or "Nine Dragons. " The 
thousands of millions of cubic 
metres of silt carried by it over 
a period of sixty years could 
cover the entire surface of Nam 
no with a layer of soil one metre 
thick. And, in fact, the accu­
mulation of this alluvium causes 
the land to advance seawards 
about one hundrcrl metres a 
year at Ca lUau Cape, and the 
annual floods en:;ure extremely 
fertile soil in the fOllrteen ::\1e­
kong Delta provinces.(r) 

The l\id;:ung Delta is an immen~e 
plain of 40,000 square kilometre;;; 
spreading from tile Vam Co 
Dong (the river flowing bct\yeen 
it and the eastern part of Nam 
Bo) to the Ca .Man Cape, amI 
from Cambodia to the China Sea. 
The delta has been very much 
fa.voured by nature and the 
peasants the1:e fear neither flood 
nor drought. After rice has been 
transplanter] and ha<.:; struck, 
there is nothing else to worry 
about. Even without fertilizers 
and irrigation the peasants are 
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still able to harvest an average 
of two tons of rice per hectare 
per crop. If all the fallow land 
was farmed (and there are half a 
million hectares of such land in 
the Plain of Reeds alone), and 
up-to-date farming methods were 
used in order to raise the yield to 
5 tons per hectare (which is not 
only possible but has in fact 
been achieved in many areas 
with two crops a year), the 
Mekong Delta could easily pro­
vide 40 million people with 300 

kilograms of rice per head. each 
every year. 

Fish are very plentiful there, 
particularly '."hen the Ton Le 
Sap overflows. In the flood seas­
on, one can catch fish for one's 
meal in the time it takes to 
cook a pot of rice. And merely 
by scooping the water out of a 
submerged boat one can collect 
half a basketful of fish. \Vhen 
the waters subside, it is even 
possible to catch fish by hane!. 
All sorts of fishing methods are 
used including bownets, square 
dipping nets, dams. When the 
fish are caught, most of them are 
either ke~t in fi~h pond::, sa1tf'd 
or sun-dried so as to ensure 
provisions for the dry seaSOll. 

The Mekong Delta al"o has v3St 
green orchards that provide ~'I.­
variety of fruits that arc in great 
demand throughout I ndochin'l, 
and even abroad: mangoes, 
" Siamese" custard apples, lucu­
mas, mangosteens, coconuts, 
durians, water melons, etc. 1 n 
My Tho, Can Tho, Vinh Long, 
Sadcc and Long Xuyen, there are 
green plantations on b(,th banks 
of the 1Iekong River. Ben 'fre 

alone provides half the supply of 
coconuts for the whole country­
its coconut plantations stretch 
for t-.. .... enty or thirty kilometres. 
As it is impossible for men to 
carry large numbers of coconuts 
on their backs, when the fruit are 
picked, they are thrown into the 
canals; they are then carried 
downstream until they are 
stoppen by dams and collected 
by people in boats. 

Salt is also available in the 
delta. High quality salt is produc­
ed in Bac Lieu and Tra Vinh, 
whose annual production reaches 
hundreds of thousands of tons. 
In addition, the mangroves grow­
ing along the seacoasts enable 
the inhabitants to make a char­
coal which is greatly appreciated 
by the Hong Kong international 
market. 

Two regions deserve to be dealt 
with in greater detail: the U 
Minh Forest and the Plain of 
Reeds. 

Lov.'er U :Minh (Bac Lieu) of 
1,000 square kilometres and 
Upper lJ IVHnh (Rach Gia) of 900 
square kilometres ~l,Tere formerly 
coycren by virgin jungle; it used 
to be (lark there even in the 

(1) 7 proviflces in Central Nam 
Bo: Tra ViHh, Vinh Long, Sa Dec, 
nen T,e, jY1y Tho, Tan All, Go 
Cong, also called the regioH of Tie» 
Giang (Bassac, the eastern branch 
of the IHtkong) and 7 provinces in 
TVt stern -,-'lam Bo: Bac Lieu, Rach 
Gia, Ha Tien, Soc Trang, Can 
Tho, LO'1g Xuyen, Chan Doc, lo­
cated in the basin of the Han 
Giang (Trans Bassac, the other 
branch of the .1Jekoug). 
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daytime, hence its name "U 
Minh" (semi-darkness). But the 
energetic and persevering Viet­
namese pioneers who went there 

/It.. Glorious Tradition of National Stru991~ 

H
OWEVER, this land fftvoured 

by nature, this rice granary, 
this sea teeming with fish, 

this immense orchard, was "poor." 
The people living there were de­
prived of everything. Rice, -fruit 
fish, game and honey all belong­
ed to the ·French colonialists, 
mandarins and landlords. 

But the situation changed radi­
cally after the August 1945 Rev­
olution. Over 550,000 hectares 
of land were allotted to the poor 
peasants. And the people in the 
delta once more became masters 
of the wealth of their native 
land. Such was the outcome of 
nearly a century of struggle. 

motorized units. :Gram Saigon to 
Ca Mau there is but one road 
450kms long; 'it [uns through 
Cho Lon, My Tho, Vinh Long, 
Can Tho, Soc Trang and Bac Lieu 
and terminates at Nam Can the 
southernmost town in the Indo­
chinese peninsula. Another im­
portant communication line is 
Road No.8, which joins Roa.d NOA 
at Sa Dec and leads to Ha Tien 
after passing through Long Xuyen 
and Rach Gia. There are also 
local roads that are considerably 
shorter and of less llnportance. 
All these lines of communication 
c.an be submerged in t.he flood 
season and so arc quite vulner-

able. 

in t.he [7th century managed to 
extract surprisingly abundant 
resources, from the waters and 
from the land. Tasty fish are 
abundant there. The surface of 
the earth consists of a thick layer 
or extremely fertile humus that 
has accumulated over the cen­
turies. In the second month of 
the lunar year, when everything 
is dry, one only has to strike a 
match in order to obtain a burnt­
out clearing in which gourds and 
vegetables such as maize, sweet 
potatoes, cassava roots and pump­
kins call grow in next to nO time. 
Similar crops are planted in the 
years following, until all the 
humus is exhausted and then 
rice is grown· As well as crops, 
U Minh provides plenty of fire­
wood. timber. honey and game 
The innumerable beehives to be 
found there provide a delicious 
honey, the colour of green tea, 
from the pollen of the whitish 
flowers of the tram (cajuput) 
which grow there abundantly. 
There are alsO hundreds of 
thousands of wild birds in U 
l\.Iinh: pelicans, storks, croWS, 
cormorants, sparrows, hawks, etC. 
In the evenings they fill the 
jungle with their deafeni.ng. caca­
Vhonic cries. U Minh is a natural 
aviary amI people there can pick 
up eggs or catch fledgelings ~s 
they could in thei.r own poultry 

Right from the beginning of 
their aggression, towards the 
middle of the 19th century, the 
French colonialists, like the Amer­
ican imperialists about a cen­
tury later, realized that this 
~egion waS of decisive importance 
m the conquest of South Viet 
Nam, and that they must get 
hold of it at any cost. 

But is it not the vast swamps, 
. the numerous cana.ls. the im­

mense U Minh Jungle and the 
Plain of Reeds that brought fail­
ure to the French and the Amer­
icans. Certainly these natural 
obstacl~s were very important 
strategIc clements, but the essen­
tial and decisive factor that caus: 
ed the defeat of the aggressors 
was, in both cases, the grim de­
termination and great courage of 
the population, the descendants 

yanL 

But both the French and the 
Americans set themselves an im~ 
possible task. While the eastern 
pa.rt of South Viet Nam is criss­
crossed by a network of roads, 
the Mekong Delta has countless 
waterways throughout its swampy 
lands and these constitute na­
t.ural obstacles for infantry and 

"The Plain of ReedS" waS the 
name given by the French to the 
large basin at 700,000 to 800,00

0 

hectarps that lies between the 
provinces of Tan An, My Tho, Sa 
Dec and An Giang. The Vietnam­
ese call it "Dong Thap Muoi" -
the Plain of the Ten-St0rey Tower 
_ because the patriots who fought 
the French colonialists from 1861 
to 1867 erected a ten-storey tower 
there in fT'emory of their chief, 
Doc Binh Kien, who died. in bat­
tle. In the wet season, from May 

of those proud pioneers who re­
belled against the exactions and 
oppression of the Nguyen Kings 
and preferred to leave their na­
tive villages and homes _and go 
south in their search for ne\v land 
and freedom. They trayelled 

to October, the v,,'aters from the 
flooding ),Iekong turn the plain 
into a sea, 2 to 3 metres deep 
and teeming ,v\th fish. When the 
waters recede the soil is covered 
wi.th a layer ot fertile alluvium 
,vhich is sometimes tWO metres 
deep. The flora there consists 
m8..inlyof rushes, reeds and grass. 
but this is also the land of 
"floatinp; rice" -- its growth keepF 
pace with the rising \vaters and 
cons._.quent1y the pars of rice are 
never submerged, an(l of "ghust 
rice" which groWS spontaneously 
without the intervention of tn~"l. 

On the Tien Gial1g Rive1
' 
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thousand of kilometres, up hill and 
down dale, and then had to turn 
to and \vork hard to clear virgin 
land infested with wild beasts 
and snakes. They transfOlmed 
theil' new land into ricefi{'lds 
anu orchards; .... \'ith the sweat of 
their labour they forced nature to 
yield its riches, Consequently, it 
\vas only natural that they 
should immediately react when 
the aggressors came to try and 
rob them of the fruits of their 
labours, 

For more than three centuries, 
each generation has shaped and 
passed on to its offspring the 
fine traditions of courage, solidar­
ity and the dignity that is inher­
ent in freedom, The French and 
the Americans have discovered 
this fact to their own cost, 

There will he 1-10 more Viet­
natt;ese to light th8 French 

Of/ly wht-n, there is -no more grass 
in the Plain of the Ten-Storey 
Tower. 

and 
The forest of U JHillh is the 

place where enemy soldiers come 
to lose their 1 ives and their of/lcers 
their epaulettes. 

These popular verses reveal a 
~reat deal about the struggle 
conducte(l by the population of 
the .Mekong Delta against the 
,,-ggressors, both French antI 
American. In tact, for more than 
a century, these Vietnamese have 
written many (l glorious page in 
the history of our. country, and 
h,l\'e produced heroes who are 
still remembered by the Vietnam~ . 
ese people. One of them, Nguyen 
Trnng True (whose original name 
was Nguyen Van Lich), came 
from a poor fishermen's family in 
Tan An. He began fighting the 
French straight after their arriv~ 
al and he helped to inflict 
resounding defeats on the aggres­
sors : the sinking of the gunboat 
v.:spfir(/nce in [S6r, the eaptur~ 
ing of the Kien Giang military 
post at Rach Cia in TSOoS after a 
lightning attack. But he was 
eventually forced to withdraw to 
Han Chong, and then to Phu 
Quoe Island, \yhere he continued 
to fight fot" some time. However, 
the French forces were more 
powerful and True was finally 
C(LptureLl and Loken to Saigon. 
The French colonialists tried to 
talk him into surrendering and 
going over to their side, but he 
replied proudly: "I am LicIt, the 
man who set fire to your Es­
perance. The die is cast for me· 
As I haven't managed to save my 
country, all I ask of you noW is 

N° 28 - Septemhe Il974 

that you execute me as soon as 
possible.' , 

.-\nother hero from the Mekong 
Delta was Thu Khoa Huan (1), 
who, some time between 1872 and 
rS74, was deported for having 
taken part in popular uprisings. 
On being freed, he immediately 
joined in the fight against the 
colonialists. But unfortunately 

he was captured again soon after 
and beheaded. However, posterity 
will always remembC'f this great 
patriot, who declared at the scaf­
fold: 

The chief 1leVer sturenders; his 
head must fall 

But he is learless, only his 
enemies tremble. 

The Bastion of the First War of Resistance 

T
HE Mekong Delta .... vas also the 

staging base for the insur­
rections of 1930-1931 and 

1940, and then for the resistance 
war against the French colonialists 
they came back in 1945· 

On September 23, 1945, there 
were several disturbances in 
Saigon. The French used their 
return to disarm the Japanese as 
a pretext {or abolishing the 
people's power that had been 
established after the August 
Revolution. But it wasn't until 
after one month of bloody street 
fights, an(l in spite of constant 
reinforcements hom France, that 
they 'were able to break through 
the encirclement and rush on 
Road NO.4 so as to conqner the 
provinces in the centre and west 
of Nam Bo. Times an(l again the 
population of the Mekong Delta 
assaulted the aggressors. Armed 
only with spears, stakes and f1int~ 
locks, they fonght heroically 
against the colonialists, who 
were armed with machine-guns. 
artillery and armour. 

Whereas "The human torch" 
Le V~m Tam (2) aroused great 
<lllmiration and enthllsiasm 
among the iuhabitants of Saigon 
and the eastern region, the 
exploits of I.e Binh and his com­
mando units wcre constantly 
talkcc1 about in the .:\lckong Delta 
On October 25, 1945 the French 
took Can Tho, an important city 
on the banks of Hau Giang Ri'\'l'l" 
(one of the two main branches of 
on the Mekong River) that was 
known as the Western capital. 
They told the local population: 

"Our anny has been yictorious 
in World War II. Hov,' can yon, 
who have only spears as weapons, 
hoM out against our cannons ?" 

Two \veeks later, Le Binh and 
eight of his comrades, inclmLing 
a woman, disguised themselves as 
traders and went to the marlcet 
of Cai Rang, a district capital. 
Soon after, a pistol shot was 

heard: Le 13inh had i'njured 
Captain Rouant. The French and 
puppet soldiers fled in panic. Le 
Binh's comrades hurled hand 
grenades and shot and stabbed 
the enemy troops. A few minutes 
later they gained control of the 
market pL\ce and began to storm 
the enemy's command post. After 
an hour's fighting,Le Binh man:lg~ 
cd to hoist the gold-staL'I'ed red 
flag on top of Cai Rang post, but 
he was soon killed by enemy 
strafing and four of his comradcs~ 
in~arms died in hand-to~haml 
fightillg. The arrival of enemy 
reinful'ccments brought an end to 
the eng<\gement, but twenty 
French soldiers had been killed. 

In n~venge, the colonialists 
riddled the corpses ot Le Binh 
and his comra(les with mach inc­
gun bullets and threw them into 
thc river. But, in commemora~ 
tion of these hero('s, the local 
inhabitants n;w1ccl the Cai Hang 
market "Lp Binh" amI cledicated 
the followillg vcr~es to their 
memory: 

You u)u go iI.' tile Lr Eo,.I, 
market 

Renl.;;II!!)[Y th!ll it is soalir'd with 
the hlood 01 anI' heroes 

Wh() ~'I;)or:' /it;vcr to live Hilder 
the Sa1;!!) sky 

As the: crn"l and tercc'ions French 
pirate . .;;. 

In February 191-6, after taking 
the province south of :t-Ian Giang 
and the provincial capital Bac 
Lieu, the Fl'ench attacked Ca 
.i.\:Jau, the last resistance bas(' in 

(I) His real mone was Nguyen 
Hnu Rna}:. "Thn [(/too. " was the 
title givell to the scltular who grad, 
uuted [,'Jill!, hon()u}'.~ at the trit'It, 
11.ial literary C(In.~posifio)! iii the 
olLl days. 

(2) Le Van Tam, a boy 0/ 14, 
soaked his body with petrol and ran 
irtc, art enemy inel depot, settillg 
it ()}I (ire. 
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the "Mekong Delta. Vu Dac, who 
was in command of the 9th zone, 
personally organized the defence 
of Phuoc Long. But our forces 
were weak and could not check 
the advance of the enemy; they 
were forced to take refuge in Tan 
Hung, where they continued their 
resistance for five months (from 
February to June, 1946) so as to 
enable the leading bodies to pre­
pare for a protracted resistance. 

Having fulfilled this mission, 
they split into small groups and 
went to various provinces to or­
ganize guerilla warfare. The r-lain 
of Reeds and the U Mi nh Forest 
proved to be excellent resistance 
bases. About one year later, eady 
in 19.~7, our armed forct's were 
strong enough to deal hardly blows 
to the enemy. After having taken 
ea Mau, the colonialists had 
erected posts all over the place. 
Their gunboats that patrolled up 
and down the ri vers '.','ere con­
stantly harassed by our gllerrillas. 
But what dClrnage could rifles and 
carbines do to thick armour? 
The enemy Llsed to provoke us 
by saying such things as:" The 
Viet 1linh arc requested not to 
scrape the paint off our ships!" 
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After the Muong Dien incident, 
the enemy soldiers doggedly refus­
ed to go farther than the security 
zone around the town of Bac 
Lieu and even s laged protest 
strikes on their ships. 

Coco palms 

in 
Can Tho 
province 

The inhabitants of Bac Lieu 
erected other dams acrOS3 water­
ways to hinder the movement of 
enemy boats and provide relative 
security for the province's free 
wne. During the war of resistance, 
up until the Dien Bien Phu vic­
tory in 1954, 72 dams, one 120 
metres long, "vere built in the Ca 
Mau district alone. With such a 
defence system, the sabotagi.ng 
of roads and the activities of our 
armed forces, which harassed ihe 
enemy day and night and compel­
led him to go on the defensive, 
between I947 and I954 the colo­
nialists were only able to launch 
two offensives, both of which 
were repulsed. 

But their scoffing was short-lived. 
in 1947, in Bac Lieu province, 
they suffered three bitter set­
backs: at May Gioc, on the Tho 
Mai Canal in February, at Muong 
Dien in mid-May, and at Cai 
Ngang on the Ganh Hao River in 
June. At :\luong Dien, a barge, 
60 metres long, carrying arms and 
ammunition, was blown up by a 
mine and the two escorting pla­
toons were annihilated. The co· 
lonialists hurriedly evacuated the 
Tan Duyet post (near the battle 
site) and within three days they 
bad. abandoned the whole defence 
system at Tan Thuan, Cai Keo, 
Rau Dua, Kenh Xang, Huyen Ke, 
etc. The inhabitants of the liber­
ated zones, with flags unfurled, 
used hundreds of boats to collect 
the war booty. The site of the 
wreckage of the barge began to 
resemble a. beehive: thousands of 
people worked there day and 
night to build two dams, each 7 
metres high and 30 metres wide, 
on either end of a 200 metre-long 
section of the rivers, which was 
soon emptied. All the arms and 
ammunition that the bargE" had 
been c.:trrying were retrieved by 
our combatants. 

Groups of " boat hunters " wen~ 
organized, and terrorized the 
enemy. On April 21, 1949, 
"Glycine D.27," a ship 70 

metres long, was put out of 
action, on the So Thuong River 
(Sadec) and over 200 enemy 
soldiers were killed. Two months 
later, on June 20, "Glycine 
D.28" which was carrying troops 
at the time, was sunk in Cai 
Lach, at a place where the 
river waS 1,200 metres wide. 

At Can Tho, the .. boat hun­
ters"-nicknamed "Neptune's 
generals "-of the 4Ioth Batta­
lion of the people's army, sank 
the enemy ships coming to the 
rescue of the Bay Ngan post, 
wiping out all the enemy staH 
of the Long Xuyen--Rach Gia 
sector. including the colonel com­
manding the sector, two deputy 
commanders and two staff ea p­
tains, while they were making 
an inspection tour on the Ca i Be 
river ... The most brillant exploit 
of these" boat hunters" was the 
Vam Cai Sinh victory at Hoa Luu 
village, Can Tho province, when 
400 enemy troops and their ships 
were put out of action (March 
1953)· 

In My Tho, the patriotic com­
batants turned boat hunting into 
a real art. Unlike other comba­
tants they had no hunting teams 
armed with heavy guns, torpe­
does and mines; all they had 
were" snipers" of a special kind 
armed with home-made bazookas. 
The following verse was com pos­
ed by one of them: 

Alone with my fire-arms among 
the banana-trees by the side 

of thl' river, 
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My watchful eyes scrutinize the 
waters, 

S!H~, min, hunger make life 

diffic«lt, but they cannot shake 

VIy resolve to pursue enemy ships. 

These combatants destroyed 

over fifty boats on the waterways 

crisscrossing Thu Khoa Huan's 

native land, thus creating a 

record for fluvial battles in the 

delta. 

There were also great victories 

on land in the Mekong Delta. 

While in Eastern Nam 130 65 

French vehicles were wiped out 

in the La Nga battle on March 

I, 1948, the Western battlefield 

was also able to boast the Tam 

Vu battle of April 19,1948 during 

which a los-mm gun was taken 

from the French for the first 

time. 

Four months later, on August 

4, 19-\.8, at Soc Xoai, the enemy 

sl1{fereu a severe setback at the 

hands of the Rach Gia guerillas 

v\,·ho destroyed 17 vehicles and 

captured a t)o-mm glln. [t was 

not unti.l three days later that 

the French dared to drop troops 

to pick up their dead. Soc Xoai, 

Tri Ton and Ba The posts were 

all. evacuated in tl\e panic. 

Meanwhile, National Road NO.4 

and prOVincial roads Were con­

stantly sabotaged and b6c1ges 

destroyed, inclucling the one in 

Ben Luc, which was 500 metres 

long and the longest bridge on 

the Vam Co Dong, which was 

well defended. 

By 1948, the people's army 

had become strong enough to 

storm posts defended by a whole 

company or to annihilate a whole 

battalion of the French expedi. 

tionary corps in a single engage­

ment, as it did at Moe Hoa 

(August 14, 1948), La Bang, Cau 

Ke, Bay Ngan, Vinh Thong, Go 

Den, Bien Nhi, An Bien, etc. 

1\Ltny crack units came to the 

fore during these battles, and 

perhaps the most famous of them 

was the 307th Battalion, which 

was renowned for its hand-to­

hand fighting and which sowed 

terror among the enemy troops. 

Stress should be laid, of course, 

on the important, if not decisive, 

rule played by the six million peas­

<Lilts in the delta who set up many 

guerilla l1nits which were extreme­

ly skilful in their use of rudimen­

tary weapons and war stra.tagems 

amI which crea.ted a widespread 
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and complex defence netwol'k 

that relentlessly eroded enemy 

pnsitions. 

.-\ number of people of Cam· 

bodian extraction, a" well as 

some Catholics, and adherents of 

the Hoa Hao and Cao DJ.i faiths, 

were taken in by the colonialists, 

who sought to" divide and rule. " 

But, once enlightened on the jnst-

ne[';5 of the cause of the resistance, 

they joined the national union 

front. T II fact, it was this militant 

solidarity between aU sections 

of our population that turned 

the Thap Muoi Plain, the 1] 

Minh Forest and the Mekong 

Delta into an imm~nse graveyard 

for the soldiers of the French 

expeditionary corps and for their 

dreams of conquest. 

The Mekong Delta Vi. the Gis 

THE :\merican imperialists knew 

that, at whatever cost, they 

had to su1Jjugate the six mil· 

lion peasants to whom the Revo­

lution and the Resistance had 

given land and the right to live in 

freedom and dignity. But, far from 

disappea.ring, the revolutionary 

movement in the Mekong Delta 

has continued to grow and ha.'s 

adopted a v3.riety of forms of po­

litical struggle and seH-defence. 

At the beginning of 1960 a gener­

a1 uprising swept throughout the 

provinces and dismantled the 

whole apparatus of repression and 

oppression that the US imperialists 

had set up at the cost of billions of 

dollars and five years of strenuous 

efforts. It began on January 17, 

1960 at Mo Cay, in Ben Tre 

province. 

The enemy launched several 

mopping.up operations on ,-t divi­

sional scale and erected" straleg­

ic hamlets. " In the l\lckong Dd­

ta alone, over 3,000 of these ham­

lets were built, numbers of vil­

lages were razc(l and thousands 

of people were herded into camps 

and penned in by ba.rbed-wire en­

tanglements. The aim of the 

Americans was" to empty out 

the water in order to catch the 

fish, " that is, to isolate the ca­

dres from the masses. But it was 

all in vain. The resistance forces 

continued to develop and, three 

years after the" general uprising," 

they won, on January 2, 1963, a 

resounding Victory at Ap Bac, a 

small hamlet in open country, IS 

kilometres from the provincial 

capital My Tho and less than 6 

kilometres from National Road 

NO.4: 450 men, including 13 

American officers, were killed; 6 

helicopters were downed and IS 

others seriously damaged; and 

three M-II3 armoured personnel 

carriers were destroyed." Ap Bac" 

became a symbol, a name in his· 

tory. It revealed how inefficient 

the "ultra modern" tactics so 

much vaunted by the Americans 

(heliborne, amphibious, armour­

ed, etc.) can be when employed 

in open country. E"en the Pen· 

tagon admitted that" Ap Bac" 

marked a turning-point in the 

war, that it revealed the failure 

of the" special war." After the 

Ap Bac Victory, the South Viet 

N am NFL Central Committee 

launched a widespread emulation 

movement, and there were spec­

tacular victories in Loc Ninh, 

eha La, Thanh Phu and Hiep 

Hoa· Hard pressed by the Liber· 

ation forces, the enemy evacuat­

ed many sectors. Airfields were 

constantly bombarded (the Soc 

Trang and Can Tho airfields, for 

instance, lost more than 300 

aircraft). From 1966 onwards, 

the Lib8ration Army was strong 

enough to defeat an ememy 

regiment at full strength. On 

October r9, 1968, at Go Quao, 

Rach Gia provi nee after 18 hours 

ot continual fighting, the Third 

Battalion of the 31st Regiment, 

plus a company of "rangers" 

and tV,TO other companies, were 

annihilated, the 1st and 2nd Bat­

talions of the same regiment 

were badly mauled, and 21 

warplanes Df various types were 

downed. 

in the Mekong Delta, the Sai­

gon troops found themselves in 

a critical situation. To help them 

out, the US imperiatists early in 

1967 sent to Long An and My 

Tho one brigade of the US 25th 

Division and two brigades of the 

9th Division. It ,.Jas at that time 

that" zones to encircle the Amed· 

cans" were set up; and the guer­

illas displayed great ingenuity 

in m<1king booby·traps, snares 

and mines of various kinds and 

in combining various forms of 

guerilla warfare, such as encircle­

ment by crack "snipers," am· 

bushes, surprise attacks, rocket 

bombardments, etc. The Ameri­

can troops were in a hellish 

situation, they could even be 

injured by a needle or by the 
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sting of a trained hornet· In the 
first seven months of 1967. 1.776 
GIs were put out of action at 
Rach Kicn (Long An pro"\·ince). 
520 at Hiep Thanh, 1,1 I 5 at 
Binh Tinh, Nhat Tao, 1,229 at 
Binh Duc eMy Tho province). 

The US gth Division \vas being 
eroded with every passing day 
and was being rapidly demoraliz­
ed. The US I99th r n fantry 
Brigade and a "marine" unit 
wel·e sent to its rescue, but they 
were alse badly mauled at Vam 
Co Dong and Vam Co Tay in 
April 1967 and there ,"vere yoo 
casualties. 

The Seventh Fled was also 
sent to the rescue, and it experi­
mented for the first time with 
the tactics of "floating bases" 
and" attack craft' in its opera­
tion "Deckhouse:)" in the 
coastal region of Thanh Phu, 
Ben Tre province (January 11)67). 
Frogmen werE'" employed to 
explore the river beds and the 
whole operation was commanded 
by Westmoreland himself. But it 
resulted in two American ships 
being destroyed and oyer 600 
Americans, including officers 
being killed. The "attack ~raft" 
were also used by the 9th Divi­
sion, in co-ordination with the 
US Navy, in the attack on Can 
Giuoc, Nha Be, (June 1967), but 
once again there were over 660 
American casualties. The third 

• 
Gueyrillas in lite jJ/aiH oi 
Reeds dllrinr; the anti-US war 
resistance 
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experiment with "attack crait " 
resultecl in an even greater defeat 
for the Americans: on September 
IS, [967, r6 of their ships were 
eithpr sunk or set 011 fire 8.n(l ')00 

of their men "\v~re killed. -

Thus, in less than a year after 
their arrival in the (lelta, two 
brigades of the US 9th Division 
wcre put out of action .. As thes(> 
losses could not be made up in 
time, the 9th Division sas weak­
ened; it lost its fighting: spirit 
and was consequently unable to 
assist the Saigon troops, who 
were bogged down in the im· 
mense plain. 

After the 19b6-1S/67 dry SOi\.son, 
the Liberation AI·my made the 
most of its past successes amI 
began to launch operations of a 
larger scale. The" floating ba.se " 
at H,lm Luong was viojpntly 
attacked: a dozen ships w('rc sunk 
or damaged and thflUsands of GIs 
killed. In the s pring of 1968, an 
American battalion was annihilat­
ed within seven minutes in the 
province of My Tho, that is, in 
open country. This lightning 
victory revealed the extent of the 
fighting capacity of the Libera­
tion Army. American and Saigon 
genera.ls each blamed the other 
for the setback. They were still 
seeking a ,"vay to respond to the 
new situation when the great Tet 
offcnsive of I':JOS was launched. 
The combination of repeated at­
tacks and the popular uprisings 

in " strategic hamlets" compelled 
the Saigon troops to evacuate 
many bases and sectors in the 
delta. The US 9th Division 
promptly fled from the plain and, 
to key up th0 morale of thf' 
puppets, :'iuppliC'd them abudantlv 
with arms and war materials. -

In their efforts to "Vietnamize" 
the waT, the American imperial­
ish and their henchmen have 
trie(l every possible means of 
pacifying the Mekong (lelta. In 
yiolation of the Paris Agreement, 
they are still trying to gain con­
trol of the entire .l\lekong Delta. 
.-\merican mililarymen, disguised 
as "civilians," are directing the 
encr,)achment operations against 
the liberated zone, and the napalm 
bombing of villages. The counter­
attacks launched by the ).lFL 
are proportionate to the treach­
Ny and duplicity of the 
enemy's operations. Nguyen Van 
Thieu and his ilk are fearful that 
the ground is giving \vay under 
their feet. If, even with the 
assistance of the US Expedi­
tionary Forces, the U ·AF, and 
the 7th Fleet, they were not able 
tn quell the revolutionary move­
ment, now that they are more or 
less on their own, how can they 
possibly gain control of that 
immense delta in which the 
national revolutionary movement 
is so deeply rooted? 

LE HUYEN and HAO NHIEN 
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FACTS AND EVENT:::' 

The Story 
American Monks 

of the 
• In Laos 

ON June 5, 1974. in the large 
and \\rell-known pagoda 
Oug Til in Vient;anc, there 

appearccl two American monks: 
J ames William ShanDon, ex­
painter, aged 27, and Robert 
Henry Worky, an ex-marine of 
the same age, who had served for 
T..j. months in Da. Nang (South 
Viet Nam). 

The appearance of these two 
monks after the date sct for the 
withdr,nval of foreign troops from 
Laos prompted the Laotians, and 
particularly the Buddhists, to look 
for an explanation. And the 
same conclusion was reached by 
both a conference of Vientia.ne 
monks and the local authorities: 
the two American monks hadn't 
entered the Lar) monastery 
in order to ask Buddha to bless 
the Lao people with an early and 
just peace in genuine concord; 
their religious mantle was but a 
cover for their remaining in Laos 

to command the sabotageactiv­
ities against peace and national 
concord. 

So the American agents were 
immediately sent packing. And 
the Ministry of Cults of the 
Provisional Government of 
National Union issued instructions 
that they Ivere to be banned 
from all Lao monasteries. 
However, with the assistance of 
the ultra-reactionaries in Laos, 
they managed to gain entry into 
the Thoong Tat pagoda (near 
Lake Thevada, Vientiane) - but 
only to be promptly exposed by 
the local people, who at the same 
time discovered the truth about 
another American" monk" (Tom 
Barker, aged 20) who had been 
there for some time. 

Much has been said about the 
Americans' manceuvres to stay on 
in Laos in violation of the Vien­
tiane Agreement of Feb. 21, 1973' 

Lieutenant - Colonel Robert 
Gibson, Service N" 000.000.07. 

was arrested on June 20, IC)7·t, 
\'lhile donning civilian clothes, 
for having shot and killed two 
Laotians in Vat Chan pagoda on 
the bank of the Mekong in the 
Vientiane area. Three American 
spies disguised as USATD person­
nel in Pakse, employed to entice 
people into concentration camps, 
were also exposed. Early in June 
IY74, r 5 American oificf;IS were 
found training over ,00 soldicjs 
of the ultra-rightists in Vat Phou 
(Champassak provi.nce). On June 
2I, 1974. two American officers, 
together with some Thai officers, 
took part in a conference with 
the extremist army commanders 
of various Lao militarv wnes 
at the headquarters of -military 
zone III. 

That American military per­
sonnel and spies should take 
religious cover so as to stay on 
in Laos and carry out their neo­
colonialist designs is indeed an 
outrage. Washington has disre­
garded the fact that Buddhism is 
the State religion in Laos and 
whoever abuses it is violating the 
most sacred beliefs of the Lao 
people. Such actions will only 
sharpen the Lao people's vigilance 
and determination to safeguard 
the Vientiane Agreement. 

(COlltinned trom, page (3) 

of Erl.ucation." It also stated 
"In \Vestern capitalist societies a 
\voman's worth is often deter­
mine(l by her weight, the length 
of her legs and the measurement 
of her hips.. We don't wish to 
sound pretentious, but we <Lrc 
well "lIval-e of the fact that Viet­
namese society is quite different 
from the societies I\"hich at tach 
supreme importance to personal 
enjoyment. Western countries 
can organize beauty contests, 
including those for Baked women. 
Viet Nam cannot and must not 
imitate them." 

Saigon Schools .•• 

The struggle assumed \'arious 
forms: protest letters and state­
ments, teach-ins, meetings, 
demonstrations, hunger-strikes, 
school and market-strikes, etc· 
"Education must have a national 
chanlcter" and "Autonomy for 
Vietnamese universities" were the 
main topics at students' seminars 
organi.led in the years T971~1973· 

In the course of these difficult 
but netermine(l struggles, there 
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have emerged some outstanding 
sons and daughters of the Viet­
namese people, worthy represen­
tatives of our patriotic youth 
who have "I sense of national 
dignity: Le Quang Vinh, Nguyen 
Thai Binh, Huynh Tan Mam amI 
others. 

.'. 
Saigon education system runs 

counter to the revolutionary 
trend, social progress and nation­
al interests. The main reason 
for this does not lie in technical 
and professional problems, but in 
a deliberately oriented political 
and edacationa1 line. At present, 
in South Vietnamese cities, there 
are constant and heated discus­
sions about education having a 
national character and drawing 
inspiration from national cultural 
traditions. This is a vpry inter-

esting topic, but it poses the 
problem of \'lhether such aims can 
be achieved in Saigon society as it 
is at present. Professor Nguyen 
Huu Minh was probably express­
ing popular opinion when he said 
in his article published in Dien 
Tin of May 31,1974: "Education 
must have a natio1'tal character. 
But how can it when half of the 
money for it comes from foreign 
aid? Education must draw inspi­
ration from national cultural tra­
ditions. But how can it when 
foreign advisers still cast their 
long shadO\vs on our schools? 
Qur aims will be realized only if 
we don't dodge the problem and 
are prepared to frankly state 
that, in order tor our education 
system to have a truly national 
characte.r, our society must first 
retricye its national character." 

NGUYEN ANH TRAM 
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• 
Ln clfaceiaaua 

I came to know about Nguyen 
Cong Tieu when I was still a 
schoolboy. For us, his name was 

associated ,\'lith that of a plant, 
azalIa. I had never seen him, 
never read his articles on awlIa, 
never opened his review "Sci­
ence." No, I knew him chiefly 
from the caricatures in the old 
review "Today": Mr Tieu sit­
ting on a galloping tortoise; Mr 
Tieu, the "agricultural counsel­
lor" in a wide-sleeved robe, 
wearing a mandarin's hat with 
one ,vinglct - meaning he \vas 
only a half-mandarin - such was 
the image of this scientist as it 
was presented to schoolchildren. 

Now Nguyen Cong Tieu is 81 
years old. I found him again in 
"Nal'cissus Corner" in Ngoc Ha, 
the land of flowers. 

Azalia ponds, peach trees, lon­
gane trees, arecas, and mangoes. 
.Always near him ·was his wife 
who seems to have looked after 
his work or his health all her 
life. Every morning, a friend or 
one of his grandsons acts as se­
cretary for his work on science 
or poetry. By his side was a 
table on which one could see a 
fe\\" books and a little punch 
which enables him to write in 
spite of his blindness. 
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In a corner there was a small 
zinc coffer which is a wonderful 
story in itself. Once upon a time 
there lived a silversmith by the 
name of Nguyen Xuong who was 
an ardent lover of science. He 
admired Nguyen Cong Tieu and 
made the review "Science" his 
companion. He owned the whole 
collection of 232 numbers pub­
lished over ten years, learned to 
make soap and other things by 
himself and he had become the 
"master of sciences" in his re­
gion. During the first resistance 
war, when the French came to 
his province, he put his collection 
into a cask and buried it. After 
victory, he learned that during 
the war Mr Tieu had lost virtu­
ally all his library - some seven 
cupboards of books and docu­
ments - so the silversmith had 
his son bring to Narcissus corner 
the whole collection of reviews 
as a token of his admiration and 
gratitude. The books are there 
now in that zinc coffer. Nguyen 
Cong Tieu has inscribed on it the 
words "Something will remain ... " 
That was his reply to a line by 
some poet: "Nothing will remain 
in a hundred years' time. " 

. '. 
When asked to speak about of 

his life and work. Nguyen Cong 
Tieittooltout 'abook from a small 
leather bag he always kept within 
reach: ,. A Short Biography of 
Vietnamese Authors." " They 
write about my life in newspapers 
and books, II he said, .. but what 
is said here is quite enough. Look 
at page 42 ... " There were indeed 
on that page a few lines marked 
off in red: 

The most industrious research­
ey in agriculture is Nguyen 
Cong Tieu; the·tirst in our coun­
try to have studied the use of 
azolla as a tSl'ti.lizer, in • The 
Mysteries of Azolla' ('934) and 
• Researches on Azolla I (1935). 
He has also published many 
ltudies on plants in • The Won~ 
d,,'s 0/ thtJ UJliv61'Se' (1924). 

The old man's modeMy could 
not satisfy my curiosity ... 

Nguyen Cong Tieu had been 
bred a country man in his child­
hood. By the end of the 19th cen­
tury. few people from his village, 
Tra Bo, had seen the capital, 
though it was not so far from 
Hanoi. This land of unequal fer­
tility produced" jackfruit and 
apples at one end of the district, 
river tortoises and water nuts at 
the other, and water melon and 
sweet potatoes in the centre. " 
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Nguyen Cong Tieu learned Chin­
ese characters till he was seven­
teen, then was attracted by what 
was a mystery at that time: ho\\, 
could the yieJd of rice increase 
markedly with the use of a small 
quantity of azolla as fertilizer? 
Azolla was rare and precious. It 
was known to raise the rice yield 
but no one knew why. People had 
to go very far to get some, and 
only one family in Thai Binh knew 
the secret of preserving it, which 
they kept jealously. The secret 
was handed down only to the 
daughters-in-law, on condition 
that they cut their hair and swore 
before the household god not 
to divulge it. Daughters were 
kept out of it, for "daughters 
will be other people's children," 
as the saying goes. 

Nguyen Cong Tieu thought 
that if he was to solve this prob­
lem one day, he should first of 
all have his hair cut (he had 
been wearing it in a chignon in 
the old fashion), and stop this 
eternal reciting of the sentences 
on the Three Kings and the Five 
Emperors. Then he set about 
learning the quoc ngu (1) and took 
the pseudonym of Minh Nong(z). 

That was a bold thing to do 
at the beginning of the 20th cen­
tury. Besides, the "Western" 

Nguyen Gong Tieu with his 
wife and youngest daughter. 
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pen and paper for the study of 
the Quoc Ngu were rare and pre­
cious as gold. After finishing his 
primary schooling, ~guyen Cong 
Tieu went to the "College du Pro­
tectorat" in Hanoi ,vhere he 
graduated as a "bachelier of the 
new school" which opened to him 
the career of tri phu or tri 
huyen (3), or of a "mandarin 
physician." But he chost! the 
Higher School of Agriculture and 
Sylviculture and in 1922 addressed 
his first study on azolla to the 
Pan-Pacific Congress held in Java. 

The "Indochinese Council of 
Scientific Research," the ultimate 
goal of which was to exploit In­
dochinese resources to the utmost 
to enrich the "mother country," 
admitted the young researcher 
among its members. The French 
Government gave itself a good 
conscience by showing that it was 
also concerned about the "devel­
opment of the natives under its 
protection." Nguyen Cong Tieu 
was not deceived, and in I931 he 
imserted a "Note for Our Readers" 
into the first number of his re­
yjew "Science," stating that "a 
man of science holds false fame 
in contempt," that he ·would 
"never keep his discoveries for 
his own profit, but would propa­
gate them {or the sake of the 
common well-being," and calling 

on all his "comrades" to contriL­
ute to the review. 

The note caused a great scandal 
among the cr)lonial administra­
tion. It took a long time to ex­
plain exactly what was meant by 
"comrades" to avert the ch:lfges 
oJ communism ... 

Nguyen Cong Tieu spent years 
behind his microscope before 
discovering the "secret": the pe­
tiole of the azolla leaf is pierced 
with tiny holes through which 
something like a string of pearls 
juts out. This string is a miCIo­
scopic plant of the same species 
as blue algae, ,vhich lives in 
azalla, fixes nitrogen from the air 
and transforms it to feed itself 
and ieed its prop in organic ni­
trogen. When azolh\ dies, this 
nitrogen is transmitted to the 
young rice plant. 

For long years Nguyen Cong 
Tieu set himseH to propagate the 
benefits of his discovery which 
had created an inexhaustible 
source of natural nitrogeneous 
fertilizer. Unlike the functionaries 
of his time, he used to go into the 

(l) Vietnamese Hational script 
(-in Ron'tan alphabet). 

(2) IHorning cock's Cyow. 

(3) District mandanus. 
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ricefields with his azolla secds 
and made untiring propaganda for 
it. l\Iost often his ardour met with 
the indifference of lanclO\vners 
and farmers. For the former 
the land renis were the same, 
with or \vithout awlla: for the 
latter, a ricefield that was too 
productive might incite the land­
owner to give it to a higher 

bidder ... 

He nC\'ertheless pursued his 
researches 'with vigour. He lost 
his sight when he \vas hardly 
fifty, while in full possession of 
his intellectual faculties. 

But his fight was not in vain. 
Today there is no ricefielcl 
withuut rtzolla; it has its place 
in every peasant household and 
every farm co-op in Viet Nam. 
It is still difficult to evaluate 
fully the treme:Rdous changes 
it has brought about in the Viet­
namese countryside. 

What Nguyen Cong Tieu calls 
"the second useful thing I havc 
done in my life" is named" Hoa 
Quae ]{hanh" (I). It is a flower 
of the narcissus family which 
includes nearly one hundred 

species. 

During his trips around the 
world Nguyen Cong Tieu carried 
on a continuous search for plants 
capable of acclimatizing them­
selves to his country. It was on 
the shores of the Nile that he 
discovered the hemanthus multi­
/lorus of which a specialist said 
in I964: "It is like a parasol, 
18 to 20 centimetres in diameter, 
round like a disk; it is bright 
red an<l marked with golden 
stamens, just the colours of our 
national flag. Its peduncles are 
linked tf:) a long vertical stem, 
proudly erect· Because of its 
colours and its flowering period 
which coincides \'lith our nation-

al day, it has been named Roa 
Quoc Khanh." 

Recounting this life, we can't 
help comparing it to that of 
Linne, that S'wedish naturalist 
of the 18th century, who said: 
"If I have some talent, it is my 
duty to put it to the service of 
my motherland." If Nguyen Cong 
Tieu's researches have been 
diverse - studies on the" dyke­
piercing" fish, tanning of hides, 
glass dyeing, distillation of per­
fumes, etc., - they have always 
closely related to the concrete 
problems of his country, and their 
results have contributed to the 
well-being of his people. He has 
lived and struggled with them so 
that, in a hundred years' time, 
something will remain ... 

TRAN LE VAN 

(I) National Day Flower. 

BOOKS AND 

realities of Viet Nam, including those in South 
Viet Nam, is preponderant. The current 
ideologies in Saigon are the subject of more or 
less elaborate studies and criticism. 

PERIODICALS Studies of the history of ideologies in Viet 
Nam and of national traditions are also 

frequently found. 

REVIEW OF PHILOSOPHY 
(T ap chi triet hoc) 

Review of Philosophy N°.I appeared in. 
1973 soon after the signing of the Paris Agree­
ment. Seven issues have since been published. 
The review deals with subjects concerning 
revolutionary developments in Viet Nam, the 
anti-imperialist struggle and socialist construc­
tion. The" building of the new man," among 
other matters, has also been the topic of many 
articles. The new ethics have been discUlised by 
several authors. Criticism of currents of thought 
in foreign countries such as structuralism is 
appearing but this does not constitute a prin­
cipal point of concentration. Analysis of the 

-------- ---------- ------------
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It is certain that in the light of Marxism 
many problems appearing in the course of 
revolutionary development arc cxciting subjects. 
However, owing to the novelty of the subjects 
and the fact that most of the researchers are 
newcomers to the field (philosophy as a branch 
of science was non-existent under the colonial 
regime), the studies which have been made so 
far are still sketches and first essays. 

Still, the review is interesting, with the pro­
blems it evokes for our reflection. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(Continued trom page 32) 

and the F01cign Ministry of the DRVN issued 
statements strongly condemning the liS for 
increasing military and economic aid to Nguyen 
Van Thieu in order to allow him to continue 
the war and undermine the Paris Agreement. 

- The US House Foreign Affairs Committee 
tabled a report denouncing the ~ixoll Adminis­
tration for increasing l~S military personnel in 
Cambouia to serve as adYlsers to Lon Nol's 
army, thus violating the l)S Congress resolution 
on the Cambodian issue. 

- According to official American sources, on 
August 2, three more B-S2'S were brought back 
to the Unitt'ci States from Thailand, thus reduc­
ing the number of B-S2'S left in Thailand to 
17. By the end of this year the US forces re­
maining in Thailand \vill be around 27,000 
men and 350 tactical and support aircraft. 

- The PRG of the Republic of South Viet 
Nam issued a statement condemning the Sai­
gon administration for feverishly stepping up 
the so-called ., programme tor migration, reset­
tlement and the opening up of new land and 
establishment of new economic centres, " which 
is, in essence, a manceuvre aimed at encroach­
ing upon the PRG ?:One· 

- Phnom Penh shelled heavily by Cambodhll1 
liLeration forces. 

5. loth anniversary of the victory over' the 
first US air attack on North Viet Nam after 
the" Tonkin Incident. "Hanoi papers warned 
the US of its eventual failure, no matter \"\'hat 
modern means of war it might use, if it con­
tinued to support the Saigon clique. 

- Strong public pressure has forced Saigon's 
puppet Premier, 'Iran Thien Khiem, to an­
nounce the dismissal of a number of provincial 
heads, mayors and government officials, and 
the postponement of the "legalization " of 
election results in Qui Nhon and Phu Yen, and 
to promise to catTY out investigations concern­
ing the elections in other localities. Prior to 
this, on July 24, 1974, the" Election Council" 
of Quang Ngai province had to declare the 
annuln1t'nl of its election results, as cases of 
fDud Iud been revealed by the population. 

6· Signing of an agreement between the 
Dl{VN and Switzerland in Hanoi concerning 
assistance to be given by the Swiss Govern­
ment in the constmction of a plywood factory 
in the DI{VN. 

- Appro\'al by the US Roust: of Hepresenta­
ti\'cs of (l reduction in US military aid to 
Saigon frum one billion to 700 million dollars. 

7. On August 6 ancl 7, 1974, Thieu's planes 
bombed the to\vn of Loc "'Ninh and surrounding 
areas in hundreds of sorties, causing heavy 
losses to the popUlation in men and property. 

- The Liberation fighters in Quang Da prov­
ince overran the Thuong Due district centre 
and its military sub-sector (a starting point for 
encroachment operations). 40 km south west 
of Da Nang, wiping out the whole enemy gar­
rison there and liberating 11,000 people. 

8. The DRVN economic delegation, headed 
by Vice-Premier Le Thanh Nghi, :.vlember of 
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Com­
mittee, returned to Hanoi after a friendship 
tour to several fraternal socialist countries. 

- Sou vanna Phouma, Lao Premier, signed an 
order relegating the premiership to Phoumi 
Vongvichit, Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister 
of the Provisional Government of National 
Union of Laos, during his absence abroad for 
medical treatment. 

9' The USS Ranger was cruising off the 
coast of Binh Dinh province to support Thieu's 
acts of war there. 

- Nixon's resignation. Gerald Ford assumed 
the presidency. 

Two hours after Nixon's resignation, the 
American Charge d'Affaires in Saigon called on 
Tran Thien Khiem to assure him that American 
policies toward the Saigon puppet regime would 
remain unchanged. 

10. PLAF shelling of Bien Hoa air base. Five 
5.F's were damaged and several pilots killed, 
enemy sources admitted. 

- Saigon issued a statement praising Nixon's 
contribution to the US war of aggre3sion in 
South Vict Nam. Thieu said at Vung Tau: 
"Mr Nixon's commitment to the Republic of 
Viet Nam has been far~reaching and system­
atic. " 

12. Gerald Ford's maiden speech. in which he 
declared that the US would continue to give 
military and economic aid to Saigon and 
Phnom Penh. 

- Samdech Penn Nouth, Premier of the Royal 
Government of National Union of Cambodia, 
totally rejected the deceitful proposal by the 
Phnom Penh traitors for "unconditional ne­
gotiations" amI reaffirmed the resolve of the 
Cambodian people to fight (lgainst the US 
aggressors and their stooges until Norodom 
Sihanouk's 5-point declaration of March 23, 
1970, is fully realized. 

13. Approval by the US Senate Foreign Re­
lations Committee of a draft bill setting eco­
nomic and military aid to foreign countries at 
2.5 billion dollars for the fiscal year 1974-1975. 
The draft bill puts maximum aid to South Viet 
Nam at 1.28 billion dollars (700 million dollars 
in military aid, 420 million in economic and 
160 million for the "Food for Peace" p-rog­
ramme). 1Jaximum aid to Cambodia is put at 
347 million dollars and to Laos, at 100 million. 
(In the fiscal year 1973-74, aid to South Viet 
Nam was 1.57 billion dollars, Cambodia - 688 
million dollars, and Laos - 127 million). 

- Since the beginning of August, the Thieu 
administration has been scraping the bottom 
of the barrel in My Tho province. It has been 
entiCing young boys of 13 or q to enlist by 
oLfcring them a monthly pay of 6.000 piastres. 

15. The Foreign Ministry of the Republic of 
South Viet N am issued a statement strongly 
condemning the new US administration for its 
stubborn adherence to Nixon's policies. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(July 16 - August 15, 1974) 

JULY 

17. A large meeting was held in the liberated 
zone of Cambodia to welcome back the National 
United Fwnt of Kampuchea delegation, led by 
Mr Khieu Samphan, Deputy Prime Minister, 
and Mr Ieng Sary, Special Advisor at the 
Deputy Prime Minister's Office, after its 
succt'5sful friendship tour to a number of 
friendly countries. 

IS. At a session of the ljS Senate Sub-com­
mittee on Hefugees, Senator Edward Kennedy 
denounced the Nixon administration for grant­
ing aid to the Saigon administration in order 
to maintain the \var economy and prolong the 
war in South Viet Nam. 

- The Liberation fighters in (lU<Ll::.g Nam 
province launched counter· attacks against Sai­
gon land-grabbers and took complete control 
of the fortified positions of Nong Son - Trung 
Phuoc, annihilating two of Thieli's main-force 
battalions and liberating 13,000 people. 

- In Vientiane, the Lao Patriotic Forces 
side niticized and condemned the Vientiane 
ultra-rightists for stationing and alerting their 
troops near the capital, despatching military 
police to reinforce Vientiane police in various 
quarters, using their llirelings for provocative 
activities against the headquarters of the 
Patriotic Forces' delegation and distribnting 
slanderous leaflets against Princes Sou vanna 
Phouma an(i Souphanouvong and other 
personalities. 

It). The SOllth Viet l\i-am PLAF shelled Da 
Nang airport, destroying or damaging 10 

aircraft and 2+ armoured vehicles, setting on 
Ere:; million litreo; of gasoline and killing 300 

enemy troops, including lOO pilots and 
technicians. 

- Se\'enth devaluation of the Saigon piastre 
since the beginning of 1')74 (and the second in 
July). The prescnt rate of exchange: ulo 
piastres to the dollar. 

20. The Royal (~oyern:ment of National 
Cnion of Cambodia decided to nationalize aU 
rubber plantations in the arcas undeI its 
control as from July 20, 1974· 

22. The Thieu regime despatched. an addition~ll 
2,500 p;.;ychological warfare agents to villages 
and hamlets so as to tighten cdtltrol on the 
population. On the same day, in a talk with 82 
pro-government representatives, Thieu spoke of 
restructuring the" Democratic" party. 

24. The first session oJ the Committee for EC(J­

nomic, Scientific and Technological Co-operation 
between the Soviet Union and Viet Nam was 
held in Moscow. The function of the committee 
is to study co-operation between the Soviet 
Union and the DRVN and Soviet assistance to 
the DN.VN in the reh,JlJilitation and construc-

tion of many major economic projects. 
- The Vientiane side in the Provisional 

Government of National Union of Laos formed 
the 50- called "Committee for Co-Ordinated 
.\ction of the Vientiane Side," with Leuam 
1 nsisiengmay, Vice-Premier (Vientiane side), as 
its president and Sisouk Na Champassak, Defen­
ce Minister (Vientiane side), as its secretary. 

25. Statement by the spokesman of the 
Hepublic of South Viet Nam's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs: the drafting by the Saigon 
administration of a joint agreement with any 
international geological survey company, for 
the exploration of natural resources along the 
continental shelf of Central Viet Nam and in 
the Mekong Delta, i3 illegal. 

26. Tran Thien Khiem (Saigon Premier) and 
his cabinet were interpellated for 13 hours on 
end by 38 of the 154 representatives present 
at the hearings on the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement, corruption, etc. After the 
hearings, 23 Saigon representatives issued a 
statement demanding that the "CS and Thieu 
seriously implement the Paris Agreement and 
ex~ressing " no confidence" in Thieu. 

27. 300 Catholic priests in Southern Nam 
Bo held a teach-in in Can Tho to condemn the 
Thieu administration's corruption. 

28. From July 1 to IS, 1974, the :-\mericans 
and the Vientiane ultra-l-ightists flew more 
than 100 sorties over the Lao liberated zone. 
:.vlcanwhile, on orders from the t!S, the reac­
tionary Thai administration sent an adtliti0nal 
120 Thai troops to Paksan to reinforce the 
ultra-rightists in Laos. 

29 The Saigun administration cancelled the 
Saigon-Loc Ninh regular liaison flight and 
refused to supply water to the PHG delegation 
as from July :29· 

AUGUST 

1. An aircraft of Lon ~ol's air force was hit 
when it "\-vas about to bomb Lon Nol's Palace. 

-Owing to public pressure,Thai Premier Sanya 
Tharnmasak had to order the confiscation ot 
the properties of ThanoIll, Pmphas ai'td Narong 
("alned at over one millio\l puunds) but the 
three mf'll were given 60 d.!.ys within which to 
lodge an appeal tor the return of those proper­
ties :vhich they could prove to be "lawful" 
f'::unmgs. 

- .\t a session of the Indian P,lrliament, 
lllllian Foreign Minister S. Singh declared that 
I nelia would recognize thf' l'RG ill the near 
future. Thieu's reaction to his statement was 
rejected by the Indian Foreign l\:1inistcl' as 
" valueless. " 

2. On August I and 2, 11,174, the Foreign 
:\linistry of the Republic of South Viet Nam 

(Continued on pagl 31) 

_______ . ________ ~ _________ ____l 

VIET NAM CQURIEH - N" 2~ - Sept. 1974 Printed in Hanoi-Inde~ 12674 

\ 




