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EVERE I Alvarez fr. was
the jirst US pilol cap-
tured in Norih Viet Nam. He
weas shol down on August 5,
1904, evactly fen years ago,
whei  fohnson lawnched  jus
aero-naval war agains! the
Democratic Republic of Viei
Nam.

Frollowing the signing of the
Daris clgreement, he was sel
free and went back to his hwie
torcn of Santa Clava i Cali-
fornia. But he no longer found
the same America as on te day
in June 1964 wher he left for
[Gef Nam. Instead of @ quiel.
peacefunl town, he saw a Santd
Clara boiling wilh * rebellions ™
activitios. fn fis absence, Al-
varez's molher, an ordinary
housawife (e the Mexican ira-
dition, had taken bart tn maiiy
nteelings fo condeimnn the war of
aggresston in Viet Nawm. She
had also developed ¢ leen in-
tevest in the history of South
Fast Asia. Alvarez’s young sis-
fer had become a bruwe malitant,
both in the anfi-war movenienl
and in the struggle Jor lhe
rights of Mexican-born Ameri-
cans. Alvarez's wife had left

him  and vemarried, and he
ashed himself bitterly if her
desertion had ot Leen prompled
by the conleinpt she might have
jelt at his participation in an
wnjust, Lmmoral war which had
cawsed the death of so many
woren and children.

The US army paper ** Stars
and  Siripes” which carried
this story did wot, however,
analyse the causes of the **'7e-
bellious ™ mood which the US
pilot found in liis howme town
on fis veturi., Eeonomic and
financial difficulties, Two suc-
cessive devaluaiions of the dol-
lar, growing dissent in the
country, e continuous dwindl-
ing of the Uniied Slates’ posi-
iion and influeice in the world,

the evey-widening ** credibilily

gup '’ — all these ailmenis of
the Uniled States were further
aggravated by the Viel Nam war .

Resides, 14 was a losing war
as jar as Washinglon was con-
cerned. Johnson thought the air
strikes against the Novth would
bring the Vietnamese people to
their Enees and save Yanhee
neo-colonialism in the South
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from comblete defeat. But after
three vears of aw war, he had
lo call a halt to the bombing
and back out of the presidential
vace.

Nivon learni nothing from
Johnson's fatlure. Swimming
against the Hde in o political
climale hostile to the continua-
tion of the war in Indochina
and hence Jeeling an incrveasing
menace fo his office, Nixon
resorted to dishonest methods to
secure his rve-election in 1972,
Watergate gave his opponents a
good opportunity to topple lim.,
However, one of the underiying
causes of lis downjall must be
found in his neo-colomialist
policy.

Nixon has left the American
political scene, but the Nixom
doctrine remains the cornerstone
of the new Administration’s
foreign  policy, Gerald Ford
himself has let it be hnown.
Assurances lhave besen given fo
Nguwyen Van Thiew, in a mes-
sage from the new President of
the United States, that the US
policy toward Saigon remains
unchanged, that Thiew will con-
finue to veceive the mecessary
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nitiilary and economic aid from
the US. Henry Kissinger, who
has been relained as Secretary
of Stale, wade no bones about
if saying that the Paris Agree-
ment — of which he was ihe
chief megotiator for the Amer-
ican side — consitiuies a polit-
teal and furidical basis for US
involvement in South Viet Nan:.

Thus, the deck is cleaved for
Nguyen Van Thiew to renew:
his warlike statements and |iis
acts of war. In fact, he has
ordeved lis troops to ‘ exter-
winate the communists'’ hid-
ing in Saigon -leld  areas —
in other words, to put down
the popular movement by means
of a wuthless *° pacification ™
campaign. He insulted members
of the Third Force, calling
them *“trattors lo the nation
and *‘elements wmore ov less
akin to communism. ' On Au-
gust 6 and 7, 1974, he ordered
his air force to wmake savage
hombings of Loc Ninh, Bu
Dop and Na Aat — populated
centres in the avea controlled by
the Provisional Revolutionary
Covernment. This action must
have received the approval of
Washington, which on August
g sent veconnaissance planes
over the DRVN, including
Hanot and Haiphong, The
same day, the aircrafi - carvier
Ranger was cruising within
oo kilmnetres off the coast of
Binh Dinh  province (South
Viet Nam).

All these acts and threats of
war, however, did not help the
Saigon army to ward off ihe
heavy blows inflicted on it in
various places, especially in
the coastal plains of Quang
Nam and Quang Ngai (Central
Trung Bo). Inunediately after
the signing of the Paris peace
agreciment, Thiew sustered Jour
dvvisions of Iws regular army,
eight regiments of rangers, qo
hattalions and 8o companies af
regional forces, mnot counting
police and para-military jorces,
to launch a large-scale opera-
ton aimed al wiping out the

“leopard spots’ and strength-
entng his hold on the region.
Stnce fuly 18, 1974, the libera-
fiom  jorces, swinging into
counter-atiacks, have meted out
due punishuient fo the usurpers
and recovered many areas grab-
hed by the Saigon side. Some
military sub-sectors used by the
Saigon adminisiyation as jum-
Ping-ojf points for land-grab-
bing operations and ** pacifica-
tton " raids have also been
overrun by the liberation forces.
During these clasies, Saigon
troops lost much of thetr punch
and nore and more of them
deserted or refused to fight.

On the political plane, there
can be seen in Saigon and other
towns of South Viet Nam a
resurgence of activities by the
Third Force, wnotably of the
““ Popular Organization to Urge
Implementation of the Pawis
Agreement " and of the ** Com-
mittee for Recepltion of Politi-
cal Prisoners Belonging to the
Third Fovce.”" In a statement
fo a French paper, Mrs Ngo
Ba Thanh, President of the
“ Women's Movemeni jor the
Right to Live " and a founding
member of the above-mentioned
organizations, openly held the
United States and Thiey res-
ponsible jor the present state of
war, the encroachinents on the
tervitory of the PRG, and the
crackdown on the opposition,
especially those belonging to the
Third Force.

Finally, on the internaiional
plane, a wuew diplomatic sisc-
cess had jqust been recorded by
the South Vietnanlese patriots :
the Kingdom of Sweden has
agreed to the establishiment in
Stockholmn of a Delegation Gen-
eral of the PRG.

Let all these events sevve as
timely warnings to the new
President of the United Siales
who would do best fo abandon
is wariike  posture and keep
out of the ruts travelled by his
unfortunate predecessor .

August 25, 1974
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The Lessons in Nixon’s Downfall’

Excerpts frem fhe Nhan Dan cditerial ef dugust 135, 1974

HE recent succession of events in the Unit-
ed States marks a period fraught with
difficulties and crises in this country. The

nightmare did not begin with the Watergate
affair. It originated in the deep involvement ol
successive administrations, headed by Eisen-
hower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixen, in inter-
vening in the internal affairs of South Viet
Nam and then in intensifying and expanding
their war of aggression to the whole ¢f Viet
Nam and Indochina.

This long and costly war hastened the de-
cline of USimperialisin in all fields—economic,
financial and military. [tis a basic cause of the
serious chronic infiation in the United States
and the continuation of the financial crisis
there, which led to the depreciation of the dol-
lar in the capitalist money market. It has
greatly weakened US military might. As a
result, the balance of military forces between
the Soviet Union and the socialist countries
on the one hand and the UUnited States on the
other has changed ina way unfavourable Lo the
latter, and US influence has greatly decreased
in the international arena.

This war has deeply divided the United States.
The defcats and difficulties the US aggres-
sors encountered in the war further aggravated
political and social contradictions in the Unit-
ed States and led to a serious crisis in ideol-
ogy and morale, which is epitomized in the

widening of the credibility gap over recent
years.
Throughout MNixon’s presidency, the night-

mare grew worse, Deceit, tricks, and threats
became the highest principle of the actions of the
man in power in the Untted States. Nixon prom-
ised to end the Viet Nam war while ntending
to prolong, intensify and expand it. However,
all Nixon's ruthless and perfidious moves in
the war woere frustrated by the Vietnamese
people’s unyielding and heroic struggle. The
Paris  Agreement on Viet Nam confirmed the
bitter defeat of US imperialism in its war of
aggression in Viet Nam  and Indechina, and
the heavicst responsibility lay  with Nixon.
This defeat sonstitufed the fundamenial and pro-
found cause of Nivon's downfall.

Since the signing of the Paris Agreement, the
United States has sunk deeper into an overall
crisis, Itg difficult, unsolvable problems have
become much more serious and compilicated.
Having sutfered the most prolonged economic
crisis ever after the Second World War, the
United States is once more falling into u reces-
sion. The current serious rate of inflation is
greatly disturbing capitalist circles—they see it
as a threat to the survival of the United States.

Over the past 20 years, the rate of inflation
has been the highest ever. The amount of State
loans, the discount ratio and intercst rates ure
unprecedented in the history of this couutry.
The credibility gap has widened. And it was
in this context that the Watergate affair, at
first a crisis only involving the Nixon admin-
istration, quickly developed inte a constitu-
tional crisis, then an institutivnal crisis and
finally into a crisis involving the whole of
American bourgeois democracy. Watergafe,
however, was only one indication of the
rottenness of US society. A year after the
signing of the Paris Agreement, Nixen quickly
deteriorated into a political corpse o be dis-
carded wilhout regret by the Republican Party
to avoid defeat in the Congressional elections
this year and in the campaign [or the presidency
in 1976, Nixon has resigned, but the US is still
facing the same kind of difficulities and is still
in an impasse. Nevertheless in his August 1z
address to Congress, President Gerald Ford
pledged to remain iw the rut left by the Niven
Adwinistration. He intends to follow Nixon’s
eeconomic and financial policies, which have
completely failed to stop recession and check
inflation. In the domain of d{oreign affairs, he
declared that he would continue to pursue the
Nixon doctrine and his foreign policy, which
he claimed he had “‘fully supported over the
past five and a half years,”

With regard to Viet Nam and Indochina, G.
Ford declared his «efermination to see to the
observance of the Paris Agrcement on Viet
Nam, the cease-fire and negotiated settlement
in L.aos and an early compromise settlement
in Cambodia, But, within only & {few hours of
his assuming the presidency, G, Tord had talks
with the Salgon representative in Washington,
who was alse received by Kissinger on the same
day. On August 13 in Saigon, the US represen-
tative also had talks with the Prime Minister
of the Saigon Administration, During these meet-
ings, the US assured the Nguyen Van Thieu
junta of its continuing inilitary and ecomcmic
aid. And the strength of this is that the Iord
Administration is bent on continuing the US
neo-colonialist war in South Viei Nam, by pro-
viding US military advisors, US weapons, and
US dotlars. Under the Ford Administration, the
policy of the US remains wunchanged: it in-
tends to continue its military involvement in
Viet Nam and Induchina in violation of the
Paris Agreement on Viel Nam.

The new US administration has not as yet
learnt anything {rom the failures and mistakes
thut were the cause of Nixon's downiall.

* Phe title is enrs — Ed.
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The Disintegration
of a Myth

N 1938, when Hitler planned to invade Czechoslo-
vakia, he brandished the threat of bombing the
country flat and the 13énés government knuckl-

ed under. Compared with the power of the US Air
Force al present, Hitler’'s aircraft were mere play-
things, Within the last 12 days of 1972, more than
100,000 tons of bombs were showered on North
Viet Nam and from Ig65to 1g72, no less than
7,800,000 tons were dropped on the whole of Indo-
china, twice as much as the total used by both
sides during World War Two,

Before bombing Viet Nam, however, the ruling
circies in Washington wanted to play the samne
trick as Hitler, They reckoned that, even il the
DRVN did not immediately give in to their threats,
it would have to do so within from two to stx
months (according to The New York Times of June
5, 1gb7 and The Peniagon Papers).

Nothing of the sort happened. Neither the sur-
prise blow of August 5, 1964, nor the Ttepeated
bombing in the following years, nor the usz of
B-s2s and laser- guided bombs, could dam up
Vietnamese resistance, The first to be dumbfounded
by this resistance were the first captured US pilots.
They had been promised an air promenade and
assured that anti-aircraft defence was nun-existent
and that the people would be panic-stricken. When
they flew over the DRVN, however, and at what-
ever altitude, they were greeted by intense ground
fire. And when they were hit and baled out, landing
in peaceful ricefields, they were immediately sur-
roanded by frail and tiny, but determined women
peasants. These seasoned pilots of the USAF, some
of whom were to become cosmonauts, were either
veterans of the biggest air force of the world or
else felt perfectly safe due to the fact that they
were manning solid aircraft at very high altitudes.
Consequently it was a big shock to them when they
all met again in the * Hanoi Hilton. " Another
surprise: this small country whose industrial pro-
duction equals 1/2,000th of that of the United
States (according to a report by Robert 8. Mc
Namara delivered to the US Senate) has not been
“pombed back to the Stone Age.’’ True, it has
suflered great damage, bat its economic life has
not been crippled, its rice-fields continue to grow
lush and its small factories and workshops scatter-
ed throughout the villages and mountains continue
to ensute the production of those a thousand and
one things that are so necessary for daily life. The

following figure suffices to show the magnitude of
the US failure in this respect: the price of one
kilogram of rice throughout North Viet Nam in

1974, ten years after the first bombings, remains
exactly the same as in 1964, i.e. 40 cents
(0.40 dong).

With regard to education, North Viet Nam has
continued to make headway, as shown by the
following figures concerning school enrolments :

1964—065 1972—73
General education 2,666,230 4,882,400
Higher education (1) 26,300 53,000

The threats by the Washington tuling circles
came up against a wall. The DRVN was surrounded
on all sides by US air bases: Guam, Utapao, the
Philippines, Okinawa, the 7th Fleet. Yet, it did not
give in. The most modern equipment and techniques
were applied: F-1oss, F-5s, F-1118, B-52s, etc.
But the US Air Force was confronted by an adver-
sary who was prepared to give tit for tat. Massive
destruction of industrial centres, hydraulic works,
dikes, etc., terror bombings of villages, residential
sections of towns, and other civilian targets, simply
did not work. The Vietnamese people stood firm
and continued to send to their brothers and sisters
in the South all necessary aid.

In the end, it was the almighty United States of
America that could mo longer bear the cost of the
operation (Newsweek, January 8, 1573). After several
years of escalating the war, the US had not suffered
heavy material damage as had the DRVN, but it
had become a nation torn by dissension and dis-
trust, with an army haunted by its setbacks, a
devaluated dollar, and a drastically affected inter-
national position. Washington finally had to call
off the bombings-

Thus the facts have proved that-the United States
is ot invincible, that the US Air Force is not an
<« absolute weapon,’’ that a small country in our
era can successfully resist the most savage aggres-
sion. The myth of the invincibility of the US, of
air power being the decisive factor, has collapsed.
This collapse cannot but bring about a new balance
of forces in the world and hence a completely new
international situation.

N.K.V.

(1) These figures do mot include under-graduales
and post-graduales studying abroad.

_

VIET NAM COURIER




Nine Years of US Aero - Naval Escalation
Against the DRVN

August 5, 1964 — [annary 26, 1973

1964

August 5: Under orders from
President Lyndon Johnson and
on the pretext of an alleged at-
tack by DRVN torpedo boats on
the US destroyers Maddox and
Turner Joy, Seventh Fleet aircraft
bombed Hon Gay, Vinh, Ben
Thuy, the Lach Truong area
(Thanh Hoa province) and the
Gianh river-mouth. US Air Force
Lieutenant Everett Alvarez — the
first American pilot to be captur-
ed in North Viet Nam — was
fished out of the water and
taken prisoner in Ha Long Bay.

1965

February 7: On the pretext of
reprisals for an NFL armed forces’
attack on the American garrison
Holloway at Pleiku, Johnson
ordered ihat US planes attack
the urban centre of Dong Hoi and
the Vinh Linh zone, thus begin-
ning a systematic war of destruc-
tion against the DRVN,

Margh 15: For the first time
in North Viet Nam, a US jet
fighter was shot down by rifle
fire — by the militia of Dien
Hung commune (Nghe An prov-
ince).

March zo: Official authorisa-
tion by the US Department of
Defense of the use of napalm
bombs against North Viet Nam.

Marech 31: The 1ooth American
plane, an AD6, was shot down
over the DRVN in Ha Tinh prov-
ince.

April 3 Baptism of {ire for the
young Viet Nam Air Force in a
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(Brief <Chronology)

dog-fight with US Air TForce
planes, -

April 4: 37 American planes
were shot down in a single day,
30 of them in Thanh Hoa prov-

ince.

April 7 : In Baltimore, Johnson
tried to justify the US acts of
war by advancing the myth of
aggression from the North against
South Viet Nam, and proposed
“ unconditional discussions, "’
The proposal was rejected by
the DRVN Government.

April zo: For the first time in
North Viet Nam, militia women
of Le Ninh (Quang Binh province)
brought down an AD6 during a
night air attack.

May 13 : Temporary halt to the
bombing of North Viet Nam (up
to May 18 inclusive), with an
ultimatum that the US would
intensify its attacks if the DRVN
Government <lid not respend to
«unconditional discussions. ™’

July 26: Missiles used for the
first time by the Vietnamese,
dowrning three US ‘* Phantoms. "’

August 29 : The sooth American
plane was shot down over Nghe
An province.

November 15: The [nternational
Tribunal against US War Crimes
in Viet Nam was founded on the
initiative of Bertrand Russell.

November 25: General Curtis
LeMay, ex-Chief of Staff of the
USAF, threatened that the US
would ““bomb North Viet Nam
back to the Stone Age. "’

December 1: US planes bombed
the port city of Haiphong.

1966

January 31: After a 37-day
bombing halt beginning on De-
cember 24, 1965, Johnson ordered
the resumption cf bombing at-
tacks on the DRVN.

Marchk g : Hubert H. Humphrey,
US Vice-President, stated that no
place in North Viet Nam would
be spared from destruction by the
USAT.

April 12: B-52 strategic bomb-
ers were used for the first time
in raids on Quang Binh province
(North Viet Nam)}.

April 17: The periphery of
Hanoi was bombed for the {irst
time by US planes.

Aprilzg: The 1,000oth US
plane was shot down over Bac
Thai province.

July 17: President Ho Chi
Mink’s appeal for the stepping-
up of the struggle against US
aggression : * Hanoi, Haiphong
and other cities and enterprises
may be destroyed, but the
Vietnamese people will not be
intimidated! Nothing is more
precious than independence and
freedom. "

Ocstober 14: The 1,500th US
plane was shot down over Nghe
An province.

Decesnber 2-14:  Hanoi  and
suburbs subject to repeated

bombing and rocket attacks.

December 27: Admission by
the US Department of Defense
that US air raids over North
Viet Nam had caused casualties
among the civilian population.




1967

Janiary 281 In  response  to
Washiugton’s talk of * reciproc-

ity”" in <connection with the
cessation of bombing of the
DRVN, Minister for Toreign

Affairs Nguyven Doy Trinh stated
that talls between the DRVN
and the USA would be held only
after unconditional cessation of

bombing attacks and other acts
of war against the DRVN.
April 20 Taiphong savagely
bombed.
Sepicmber 1y: The first  two

B-52 Lombers to be downed in
North Viet Nam were shot down
over Vinh Linh.

November 6, The z2,500th US
plane, an I''105, was shot down
over Hanoi,

i968

Merch 31: Johuson forced to
declare a stop to US bombing
north of the zoth parallel and to
announce he would not be run-
ning for a sccond term of office,

Muay: Opening of preliminary
peace talks belween the DRVN
and the USA in Paris.

Jene 250 The 3,000th US plane
was shot dovn over Quang Binh
province,

October 31: Johnson announced
the totlal cessation of US air raids
against the DRVN, admitted the
fatlure of hig war of escalation
and agreed to the convening in
TPatis of a four-party conference
{or the sottlement of the Viet
Namn question.

November 3 DRVN Govern-
ment's statement on the uncon-
ditionul cessation of US bombing
attacks on Norikh  Viet Nam.
Trom August s, 1964 to October
31, 1963, 3,243 US planes were
shot down over North Viet Nam
and 143 war
ar set on fire,

vessels were sunk

(I'vom 1969 to 197z, parallel

to spying activitics, the new

6

intermit-

(Nixon) administration | .
uding
tently sent bombers, inc, .
B-52's, to attack the DRVN, in=
cluding the peripheries of Hai-
phong and Hanoi. During this

period, 170 US planes were shot

down and 3 war vessels were
sunk or set on fire))
1972

April 6 On orders from

Nixon the USAT resumed syste-

matic and large-scale bombing
attacks an the " DRVK.

April 16 Massive TUS  air raids
on Hanoi and Haiphong. B-g2's
were used in the bombing of the
port city. The victims included
many civilians. Several foreign
ships, including one from the
Soviet Union and one from the
GDR, were hit by Dbombs.

April zo: the 3,500th US plane
was shot dowr over North Viet
Nam.

May 8: Nixon ordered the
mining and blockading of DRVN
ports. Air naval attacks on the
DRVN were stepped up.

May 24: USAF General Daniel
James, a Peuntagon spokestnan,
announced the sending of more
B-52's to Indochina and the
intensification of B-52 attacks on
North Viet Nam.

July 10: The 4,000th TS plane,
a swing-wing T-111, was shot
down over Vinh Phu province.

Augist 3 The DRVN Ministry
for Foreign Adlairs’ statement on
the destruction caused by the
USAT in North Viet Nam from
April 16 o Aupgust 8, rg972: 18
of the 23 provinces, 6 cities and
13 of the 21 provincial towns in
North Viet Nam were attacked ;
Haiphong and Nam Dinh were
partially destroyed and the cities
and provingial capitals of Vinh,
Hongay, Ninh Binh, Ha Tinh and
Dong Hot were completely des-

troved. Hanol was atiacked 18
times; 60 general education
schools, many colleges and

nd  there were
- m nat

techrical schocls and 49 medical
cstablishments

were destroyed ;

177 bombing

attacks on dykes Fna othér wate.
control works.

Octeber 11: Massive air attacks
on Hanoi. The buildings of the
French Delegation - General were
damaged Dby US bombs and
Pierre Susini, the French Delegate-
General, was sericusly wounded
{he later died whilc under treat-
ment in Paris}. The offices of the
Indian, Algerian and Cambodian
embassies were also hit.

December 18: Nixon ordered
massive bombing by B-sz's of
Hanot, Haiphong and other
localities in North Viet Nam.
American B 52 pilots  were
captured and imprisoned for the
first time in North Viet Nam.

Deceinber  18-29: 500 to 700
US tactical aircraft and (30
to 150 B-s2’s flew over North
Viet Nam on daily bombing
missions, 353 places in Hanoi were
hit {including 8 embassies). 81 178
planes were downed, including
34 B-32’s and 35 swing-wing
F-1r1i's. Hanoi succeeded  in
bringing down 23 B-s2’s, =2
F-tir’s and 5 other jets. Hun-
dreds of American pilols were
cither killed or caplored.

December 29: Owing to heavy
losses in aircraft and pilots, the
Nixon Administration was forced
to stop bombing north of the zoth
parallel.

1973

January 15: The US Govern-
ment declared o stop to all acts
of war — bombing attacks, artil-
lery shellings, mining — against
North Viet Nam.

Aprii 6, 1972 —  Janvary
15, 1973, 734 US planes were
downed over North Viet Nam and
125 war vessels were sunk or set
on fire.

January z7 : Signing of the Paris
Apgrecement on Ending the War
and Restoring Peace in Viet Nam.
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A Government delegation
Guinea, led by Vice-President Miguel Eyegue Ntutumu,

a friendiy visit to the DRVN from August

of the Republic of Equatrorial

18-19,

Photos - Vice-President Migael Eyegue Ntutumu being received by President Ton Duc Thang

paid
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Ghe DRUN Advances

Results of the 1973 = 1974 School Year

N June 1974, North Viet Nam
held its first post-war grade I
and grade IlI final cxamina-

tions. These exams marked the

end of a year of ctfort by both
teachers and studenis to improve
the quality of cducation.

Some 400,000 stwdents of the
7th form, aged 14, sat for the
final grade 1I exams —an in-
crease of 199, vver the last school
vear.Examinations were organized
in villages and towns.

58,892 students of the roth form,
aged 16-17, sat for the f{inal
grade 111 exams, and 39,290 of
them,i.e. 66,7%,, passed. Nam Ha,
LaiChau, Nghe An, Hanoi and Hoa
Binh obtlained the best results,
despite the fact that their schools
had been damaged by U5 bomb-
ing and their students had t{o

N© 28 — September 1974

procecd with their studies in eva-
cuation places. Students were
examined in four subjects: litera-
ture, maths, physics and history.
Nam Ha had the largest number
of graduates classified as excel-
lent {each with at least 32 marks
— the maximum being 40 marks
for four subjects) and of those
classified as goed {from 26 to
31 marks}. Some graduates who
reccived 37 or 38 marks were
specially  commended by the
examiners’ council,

After the graduation exams for
the 1oth formstudents of ordinary
schools, the complementary edu-
cation branch held general educa-
tion examinations for industrial
workers, civil servants, soldiers
and members of the vouth shock-
brigades. In the school year 1973-
1974, the complementary educa-

tion branch restored various full-
time and part-time classes, opened
up more general education schools
for industrial workers and peas-
ants and more schools for young
people of ethnic minorities. Com-
plementary education students in
grades 1, I[, IIl in North Viet
Nam nunmibered 350,000

On July g, 1974, nearly 60,000
students sat for entry exams into
varicis universities — an increase
of 50% over last year. These
exams were held simultaneously
in different provinces and towns
under the supervision of the local
anthorities and of the universi-
ties. This year, for the first time,
Vinh Linh, a zone adjacent to
the demarcation line which was
ravaged by US bombing during
the war, organized university
entry evams for local students.
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South Viet Nam::

1. The current social vices in
South Viet Nam, chiefly the cor-
ruption of certain responsible
mecn, are spoiling Sonth Viet-
namese society and driving it in-
to a tragic sitaation. The cult of
setfishness and contempt for the
interests of society were the
object of awarning by the Stand-
ing Committee of the Viet Nam
Catholic Bishops’ Council in its
September 29, 1973 letter:

«Corruption benefits only a
few people, whereas il creates
suffering for the majority. It
renders all efforts at national
construction useless, nullifies
every national development pro-
gramme, mocks at the sacrifices
of those who devote themselves
to the service of the country and
undermines the people's faith in
the authorities. In an under-
developed country with a heavy
defence burden, one can accept
austerity. But one cannot accept
a discriminatory austerity that is
meted out only to the poor and
powerless while others are using
their authority to get rich by
dishonest means. *'

Moreover, in its January 10,
1g74 declaration the Catholic
Bishops’ Council further stressed:

 Corruption, cspecially that of
responsible men, may result in the
collapse of this country. *

2. The canse of this sad state

8

30! Catholic Priests
Condemn Corruption

On June 18, 1074, 30I Catholic priests from alnrost cvery

diocese in Soudh

Viet Naws wmade a * declavation against cor-

yuption, injustices and social vices. "

The awthorities tried in every way possible to preven! the
document jron being popularised. The press conference held at
the Tan Chaw Sa Church (in Tan Bink district, Gia Dink prov.
ince) on Jane 18, 1074 was suppressed by the police, However,
the declaration won support from various sections of the people,
including other religious secls. On July 2, 1974, the Saigea
paper Hoa Binh {Peace) apnounced that 1,000 more priests had

signed the declaration.

Pelow is a [ranslation of the main body of the declaration :

of affairs lies in * political rotten-
ness and an ecgoistic thirst tor
personal privileges (1), which
inglines some people Lo regard the
holding of power as being synon.
ymous with the right o make
money by any means, This 18
ignoble and illicit, but it has be-
come a way of life for some peo-
ple. Consequently, authority is
now gained by corruption and the
leadcership is largely in the hands
ol corrupted men-

The traffic in posts in adminis-
trative and military  bodies has
turned ** social life into a cease-
less and merciless  Dattle.”
“ Crimes are committed every-
where, as if they had becen organ-
ized inte a profitable trade. ' (2)

Under the protection of the
men in power, drag traflic, gang-
sterism, gambling, prostitution
and smuggling are rtife, and have
depraved society. Looting, cheat-
ing and rape are also rampant.
Individual sceurity is comstantly
endangered.

The monopoly of legal political
activities leaves various sections
of society with only threc alter-
natives: either to give in, join
the opposition or remain passive
ly indiffercnt. Iriendly co-oper-
ation has disappeared and has
been replaced by dishonest deal-
ing and reprehensible complicity.

The constitution and legis-

lation  have Lecome  uscless
ormaments as a  number of
men in Parliament and many
top civil service personnel have
become  instruments of the
regime.

In spite ol its frail legal base,

the State treats thue people
with contempt. It is  con-
stanily increasing taxes  and

issuing more and more harknotes
5o as to make good its deficit of
hundreds of billions piastres—-iie
result of its own wasteful practi-
ces. This has led to rising prices,
the continual devaluation of the
piastre and the decline of the
national ecopomy.

>

3. The ““ mafia”’ in the guvern-
ment, in collusion with specula-
tors, has gained control of rice,

{ertilizers, inseclicides, fuel and
pharmaceutical  products, This

has given rise to artilicial shorta-
ges and rising prices, which are
causing hardship te the peor
while profiting the rvich,

The policy of * ecconomie em-
bargo against the adversary ”’ is
affecting the people, who have to
buy rice at high prices while this
staple food 1s constantly beiny
smuoggled to the other side. The
people have lost billions of pias-
tres through such corruption and
speculation. Tens of thousands of
people in Central Viet Nam have
had to eat banana roots, cactus
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and seaweed instead of rice; and

many people sometimes whole
families, have starved to death.

The increase in taxes on fuel has
led to soaring increases in the cost
of living and total or partial stop-
pages in industrial, agricultural
and fishing activities. The hoard-
ing of fertilizers and insect_icides
has driven the peasants into a
very diflicult situation.

The everyday lives of the people
have considerably worsened. The
unemployed receive no assistance,
and are growing in number. People
whose means of livelihood are
uhcertain are naturally extremely
anxious about their future.
And, of course, others are also
worried about the rising prices
caused by the irresponsibility of

the authorities at all levels.
Famine menaces the entire
people.

4. The slogan of anti-commu-
nism is used by corrupted men
to silence public opinion. Any
citizen can be charged with hav-
ing contacts with or supplying
the communists. Moreaver, if
anyone dares mention a trath that
happens to displease the authori-
ties, he may be accused of sap-
ping the fighting spirit of the
army—when, in fact, it i3 corrup-
tion that destroys comradeship-
in-arms and undermines the army.

One of the causes of such vices
is the concentration of too much
power in the hands of only cer-
tain individuals, and the fact that
this power is exercised by mili-
tary men, {rom central down to
village level.

Over the past 25 years, the
anti-communist policy, which has
been promulgated by force of
arms, has proved to bhe com-
pletely ineffective and has only
brought suffering and death to
the people,

Peace, a profound aspiration of
the people, can never be brought
about under present conditions,
when corruption and injustice
are rampant.

(1) Pope Pawl VI's address o
3,000 Catholics at the Piazza San
Pietro on Sunday February 3, 1g74.
{Retranslated from Vietnamese)

(2} Op. cii.
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FACTS AND EVENTS

Democracy —
Saigon Style

ULY 14, 1974 was chosen by
the Saigon administration as
polling day for its provincial

and municipal elections.

On August 5, 1974, however,
Tran Thien Khiem, Prime DBlinis-
ter of the Thieu regime, was ob-
liged to annul all election returns
in the provinces of Bien Hoa and
Quang Ngai and in the provincial
capital of Cam Ranh, and to tem-
porarily postpone the ‘‘legaliza-
tion’” of election resuits in the
provinces of Quy Nhon and Phu
Yen. He also had to dismiss Colonel
Lam Quang Chinh, Governor ot
Bien Hoa province, Lieuienant-
Colonel Lum Thanh Huu, Mayor
of Cam Raunh, Colonel Hoang Dinh
Tho, Governor of Binh Dinh prov-
ince, and o number of other
officials in the above-mentioned
areas, At the same time, he had
to promise to “continue wide and
deep investigations’ in some
other places.

Earlier, on July 27, 14974, the
so-called “LElection Council of
Quang Ngai province™ was forc-
ed to declare the annulment of
all the initial election results in
th - province because a four-day
check had given concrete evidence
of fraud in as many as 40 polling-
booths. The Saigon paper Cong
Luan (Public Opinicn) on July 20
disclosed that “‘the nationalist
group in both houses of the Sai-
gon Parliament is preparing for
the publication of a 150-page
White Book on these fraudulent
elections.””

Immediately after July 14, 1974,
Saigon press described the leel-
ings of the population living in
Thieu-controlled areas toward
the said elections as ‘indifference,
coldness, disgust, disappointment
and frustration.” But, in spite of
the people’s indifference to the
elections, Nguyen Van Thieu is
concentrating his efforts on trying
to get rid of opposition fuctions,
whether pro-US or not, so that
he may rule the roost as the un-
disputed placeman of the US

neo-colonindists  in South Viet
Nam. As reported by Saigon pa-
pers, it was Thien himself who
ordered his execntives at all
levels to fix the number of mem-
bers of his “Democratic Party"”
to be returned at the local elec-
tions (Dong Phuong (Orient) and
Dan [uan (People’s Opinion) of
June r5 and 26}

And that was how he obtained
the results he desired. Of the 478
newly elected members of the
Saigon Parliament, more than
two-thirds are members of Thieu's
“Democratic Party,” and of the
nearly 1,000 candidates, no fewer
than 70 per cent were “Democ-
rats”’ (/den tim (Telegraph) of
July 17).

A “Democratic Party” mem-
ber recently revealed Thieu's
scheme in this election campaign
when he said: “With the max-
imam majorily as  described
above, in 1975, if the presiden-
tinl election is organized under
the old law {Thieu’s 1971 law on
presidential elections stipulates
that ecach presidential candidate
must be approved by 40 deputies
or senators, or 100 members of
the Lower House), only the Dem-
ocratic Party can get the re-
quired number of people to pre-
sent candidates.” (Dien Tin of

July 17, 1974}

Tran Thien Khiem’s pretended
“fairness’ in declaring the can-
cellation of the result§ of fraudu-
lent elections in some places gives
us further proof of the real nature
of the Suigon regime’s so-called
“democracy.”’ It is only window-
dressing and can hardly camou-
flage proeeedings a thousand
times more frandulent !

Only if the people in the Saigon-
controtledt areas conduct a pers-
istent and many-sided struggle
to set-up in Saigon a government
that scrupulously rtespects the
Paris Agreement can an end he
put to all kinds of fraudulent
elections in South Viet Nam.
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ONFRONTED by the ever
C growing protest movement
jaunched bY students in the
summer of 1971 Nguyen Van
Thien uppolmed Ngo Khac Tinh,
a pharmacist and a relative of his,
Minister of Informafion, a8 head
of the Ministry of Education, His
declared aim to better the
i education apparatus, which 18

was

now cuambersome, expensive and

of no real use " {Saigon Univer-

The gjzuarion

p-_lhlisheci lists reveal

HE
T that Saigol
cducational establishments.
Apart irom the public schools
andd those run jointly by State
aml private interests, there is a
sehoots ran DY

ig et short of

variety of private
religions seets Of by various Deod-
jus and individuals : the Bo De
gehool (primary and secondary)
and the Van Hanh University
ander Buddhist control, the Minh
Duc Higher Fducation [nstitute
and the Dalat University run by
the Catholics, the Cao Dai
University at Tay Ninh, the Hoa
Hao Higher Education fnstitute,
the National Army Sehool (for the
children of soldiers), the Trung
Thu School run by the Police,
etc.

1t could appear at {irst that the
authorities are very con-
education. But this

Satgon
cerned about

10

Saigon

sity Professor Ly Chanh Trung
in his *“ Bot Bien va Song Gam "’
_ Sea Toam and Roaring Waves),
and to take certain remedial mea-
sures., At the time, the Saigon
paper Hoa Binh {\’eace) garcasti-
cally remarked « Education is
like a pernicious disease, treated
by half a dozen doctors. It has
now been handed over to the
pharma.cists, but one wonders if
there is any remedy left that can
cure it- 7

in the Schools

{s not the case. At present, in
the Saigon-held the
of illiterates among the

nreas, per-
centagy
populution swings between 35%
and 50% [(Song Then, September
11, 1973). The shortage of cduaca-
tional establishments, chiefly for
primary and secondary educa-
tion, remains serions. The money
used by Saigon for education in
1973 represented less tham one-
tenth of 1ts war expenditures, in
spite of {he iact that the 1aris
Agreement had ulready Deen
signed. [n the school year T972-
1973, the aumber of children at-
tending publc primary schools
increased DY (or  6%)
whereas the number of classrooms
2,233 {or 4%
is regarded as a

151,000

only increased by
in Dalat, which
cultural centre, there are onl¥
two public secondary schools
(the Tran Hung Dan Boys' School
and the Bui Thi Xuan Girls’

Schools

uynder the Thieu Regime

School) and cach year they enrot
only about 1,000 of the 4,000
who apply for admission. And
it is very common in the Saigon-
held areas for there to be as many

as 70 pupils per class.

with
schools means

The present situation
regard to public
that the Thieu regime has no al-
ternative Dut 1o increasingly
leave the education of children
to private schools. And some-
times the children attending these
private schools have 10 travel
from 2 to 12 km to get to them.
Such schools are mushrooming in
a1l urban cenircs in the South.
After all, they have peccme ru-
munerative enterprises. Several
people with no knowledge of ped-
agogy oOf education have MAanag:-
ed, by bribery, to obtain permis-
sion to open schools ; they then
simply hire headmasters, super-
visors, teachers and office boys.
Apart from a few who do have
some real fnowledge of education,
but who serve 25 a core
paganda purposes, the teachers
in these private schools are of
poor quality because they
recruited
they know the tricks involved in
keeping children at school and
they are prepared to accept

for pro-

ure
for two main reasons:

low
Consequently there is
petween  these

salaries.
much animosity
at public

and thosc

Teachers

teachers
schools.
schools consiler thelr
in private schools to be unqual-
ified and mercenary, and to be

from public

colleagues

s —
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making money “ on the backs of

the pupils-"” And teachers from
private schools call public school
teachers “crumb pickers’’ and
“caged birds.”’

There is not only a shortage of
educational establishments but
there is also discrimination in
connection with the  various
educational branches. 8o far
the technical and professional
branches have been ncglected, if
not forgotten. In the school year
1971-1972, there were 86,649 stu-
dents enrolled at universities,
while at technical collepes there
were only 9gg enrolled (i.e. 1.24%,
of the university enrolment). In
an article entitled * FExamining
the Drait of the 1g74 Liducation

Budget ”* which appeared in Dien
Tiwn on November =20, 1973,
Nguyen Huu, an engineer, ¢riticiz-
ed the mistakes made by the
Thien administration: “ To seek
to raisc total national output by
from 6% to 9% a year, when
students doing technical or pro-
fessional courses represent only
1.24% of the university enrol-
ment, and when only 0.58% of
the national budget is earmarked
for their education, is to go on a
wild goosc chase. [t may there-
fore be said that there has been
no preparation for post-war edu-
cation, by setting aside money
for this end. Everything remains
within the [ramework of a war

1

machine.

A Reactionary Curriculum

N 1970 — 1971, the Saigon
Ministry of Eduacation worked
out what it called an *‘up-to-

date program” for secondary
eduncation, which it clainied was
“an initiative aimed at h-:eping
abreast with the constant prog-

ress Dbeing made in ideas and
science.”’ Natural scicences and
social sciences have been *f1inod-

ernized’’ —to the particular detri-
ment of the social sciences. The
students have been waiting a long
time for educational reforms, but
they have been disappointed as the
so-called  © ap-to-date program '’
introdluced in 1971 is neither new,
progressive, nor national ; on the
contrary, it bears a retrograde,
deceitful and reactionary charac-
ter which is quite unacceptable
when our people are still sirug-
gling for independence, freedom
and national sovereigniy'” {‘Con-
cerning a Critical Viewpoint” by
Nguyen Van Trung, a professor
of Saigon University).

This anti-national
character is clearly reflecied in
the content of textbooks for sec-
ondary and primary schools.
Literary texts are replete with
propagands about the puppet

retrogratie,
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army and administration, praise
for the US < ally,”” exhortations to
join the army, eulogies on the
president of the Republic of Viet
Nam and such deceitful policies
as the so-called agrarian reform,
and descriptions of luxury living.
Students are inculcated with false
ideals and with & strong aversion
for the revolution, the Notth and
socialism, Revolulionary literary
works, which reflect the long tra-
dition of struggle against {oreign
aggression, havs been disenrded,
while the works of Tu Luc Vau
Doan(1) and cxistential novels that
have a depraving effect on the
mincds of readersare highly prais-
el. In the study of Vietnamesc
literature, such patriotic writers
as Phan Chu Trinh, Nguyen Thai
Hoc, Huynh Thue Khang and bhgo
Due Ke are purpoesely omivted,
And in history textbooks, those
patricts who cannat possibly b
ignored ave either misrepresented
or else presented in a
light.

necative

Worse still, histovicn) facts are
distorted, the
is minimized, and popular wisdom
1s treated with disdain,
cultural works

role of the masses

National
are looked down

upon, while the invaders’ civiliz-
ation 1is constantly praised in
order to justify the aggression of
imperialism, and especially of US
imperialism. In 1965, the year
when the first American troops
were introduced into South Viet
Nam, bringing with them the
P.X. civilization, Nguyen Phuong,
a history teacher at Hue Univer-
sity, wrote on the history of the
Lac Viet: “The Western Han
dynasty was a conqueror concern-
ed more with expanding its ter-
ritory than with imposing severe
restrictions on  the conquered
peoples. Consequently its policies
were rather liberal. Moreover,
its representatives were human-
ists and did their best to educate
the peopic instead of exploiting

them'' (Back Ihoa, April 135,
robs) (2).
(1) Ta Luc Van Doan was a

writers' group that was established
th 1932 awd that included such
wiviters as Nhat Link, IKhai Hung,
Houng Dao, ete. It was vepresenia-
tive of the vonantic lilerature of
Viet Nam in the period between
1930 and 1945 and i published
the reviere Phong Hoa which later
became Ngay Nay. Al this time,
the resistarce movemeni against
Eyench  colonialism  for wational
independence was fiercely repressed
by the enenry. Many uprisings
were drowned in blood, such as the
Basc  Sow insurvection (Seplombey
1940) and the Nam Ky insurrection
(November 1940). The Vietnamese
revolution requived thai the entire
peopie should be mobilized, but the
wovks put ont by Tu Dmec Van
Donn twere love sfories, that dea’d
with and exulled individual
desir,

shly

(2 burir B0 the Western Han
dAynusty send hundreds of thousands
of troups to invade the South., The
fervitory of Vief Naw (then called
A lac) passed from the hands of
the Trivw info thoese of the Vestern
Han dynasty, and was divided 1nlo
three quan (districls) : Giao Chi
(present-day Bac Bo), Cunw Chan
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As for the August 1045 Revolution,
as the authorities could not ignore

it, they distorted the facts by
siying that the Indochinese Com-
munist Party and the Viet Minh
[Front “used the people as tools”
and “made use of the achieve-
ments’' of other parties. In fact
the trath is that a nomber of
parties, such as the Viet Nam
Quoc Dan Dang and the Dai Viet
(nuw stooges of the Americans in
the Saigon-controlled zone), sought
the support of the Cliang Kai-

shek clique to oppose the Viet-
namese revoluation.

Reactionary iextbooks expound-
ing mystical and pessimistic ideas
amcl the unscientific methols of
teaching adopted in Saigon schools
have done much harm to school
chi'dren in Scuth Viet Nam. In
general, the practice is to use
the cramming method of teaching.
As aresult, mrost pupils on leaving
school got their brains stuffed

The Americanization of Schools

HE Americans, ontaking over
from the I'rench, concentrated
their efforts from as early as

1954 on carrying out three prog-
rams; to send South Victnamese
students to America to study; to
dispatch delegations of educational
personnel to the US for in-service

training; and to assist South
Vietnamese educational establish-
ments. The Michigan  State

University Group — which is in
close touch with the CIA — came
to help Ngo Dinh Diem build the
Republic of Viet Num. This group,
besides helping Saigon draft a
constitution and organize ihe
police force, also assumed  the
task of reforming education. 1n
1957, the Ministry of Eduacation
of the puppet regime and the Mi-
chigan State Universily signed an
agreement concerning American
help in reforming higher education
in certain educational establish-
ments. Shortly afterwards, another
delegation from this universily
was sent to Saigon to work as
wivisers to the National Institute
of Administration — an establish-
ment based on the French model,
which was founded in Da Lat in
1954 but which has since been
transferred to Saigon --in  the
reforming of its cducanional
program and organization. Two
other universitics followed suit:
Ohio [University (UL} and
Southern llinois University
{(S1U). The delegation from S1C
to Saigon worked as wdvisers to
the puppet government on the
training ol primary  school
teachers while that of O helped
the teachers’ colleges of Saigon,
[Hue and Can Tho train secondary
school teachers. In Jane 1906,
the SIU delegation submitted to
the Saigon government a second-
ary general education program
which was to be adopted by ir
schools the iollowing year (1w
Twong, May 1972). Under the
same program, Saigon University
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with confusced, often distorted,
learning.
and the Thu Duc secondary

school were also directly assisted
by SIU. In addition, many other
US wniversities have received CILA
money or entered into contracts
with the Pentagon in otder to
carry out studies to promote US
neo-colonialism in  South Viet
Nam. In 1969y Missouri — Rolla
University became an adviser to
the Saigon Engineers’ College,
and Florida University began to
give aid to the College of Agrono-
my, Forestry and  Animal
Husbandry. These two colleges
later became dependent upon the
US in matlers of organization and
curricula. The USAID has also
frequently invited US educational
experts to South Viet Nam to
study and give advice on the
reform of Saigon higher education,
in accordance with Washington's
direclives.

Thus the ¢ Americanization of
schools >’ program has been imple-
menied step by step.

The Saigon National Teachers'
College is now completely in the
hands of the Americans: almost
all its teachers have been trained
in the US; the education prograin
has to be approved by the
Americans ; and the Y Viet
Nam — USA " textbooks, written
by Americans and printed in
Australia and New Zealand, are
provided free.

In Saigon and the other cities
of Seuth Viet Nam, the discrimi-
nation against so-called ‘rhome-
educated intellectuals *’ who have
been trained in Viet Nam in
favour of ¢ foreign-educated
intellectuals "’ who have graduated
from schools in forvign coantries,
especially the USA, is very much
talked about. In many ways this
diserimination  resembles  that
against home-made goods: the
competition from foreign goods,
especially those from the US that
are flooding the market, has meant

that sales of home-made pgoods
have steadily declined.

~ Top men in the cconomic and
financial fields, such as ["ham
Kim  Ngoc, e¢x-Minister  of
Economy, Ha Nuan Truong, ex-
Minister of Finance, Ngoyen Hal
Binh, ex-General Dircetor of the
Taxation Bureau, Vu Khac Dung,
the < father of VAT, etc., were
all trained in the USA to become
tools of Washingtonr. They have
replaced French - educated func-
tionaries and have been given
key posts so that they can carry
out the ** Vietnamization” prog-
ramin the economic and financial
fields.

In August 1973, during a well
co-ordinated campaign aimed at

denigrating French - educated
intellectuals and lauding those
trained in the USA, the Saigon

Ministry of Education made two
decisions: one was to put the
American  Master of Arts and
Master of Sciencce degrees (the
equivalent  of the  Irench
«licence ’) on an equal fcoting
with the 3rd-level doctorate of
Saigon and of Western LEuropean
countries ; the other was to start
using US-type tests (1) in
matriculation examinations. Uni-
versity lecturers were extremely
indignant about these decisions
and saw them as *‘ a preliminary
stage in opening the way for US-
trained intellectuals to control
Viet Nam universities.” {Professor
Tran Nguyen Lan, in Dien Tin,
September 15, 1973.)

It is clear that an American
invasion of education is taking
place in South Viet Nam. What

(Northeyn Trung Bo} and Nhat
Nam (Central Trung Bo). As Han
historians have adwitted, Han
mandarins and troops caused great
losses to owr people in lives and
property. Their basic miode of
exploitation consisted of forcing
our people to pay ivibute to them in
the forn: of precious national prod-
ucts. Consequently our pecple of-
ten used to rise up against them.

(1) These fests comsist of 300
questions om G uaviddy of subhjects,
Each guestion s accos punied by
Jive ¢ answers” wmarked 4, B, G,
D, I, only one of which is correct.
The candidate is ollowed abou!
twenty seconds per question to work
owt the corvect ansiwer. Al exami-
nation papers ave neavked by a
computor.
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Minister of Education Ngo Khac
Tinh has called the training of a
« gencration of new Vietnamese "
is simply an effort to form pro-
American intellectnals who will
be loyal to the US. However, the
Americaunization of schools has
not been as easy as was expected
because people in  South  Viet
Nam are wejl aware of the trath
of Professor Ly Chanh Trung's

Secret Agenis

S mentioned above, the Sai-
gon administration  has
shown litile concern for the

building of =chools. In fact its
main interest has been in repress-
ing the school and college stu-
dents’ movement. The slogan
“QOrganize  the school pupils,”
which has been mentioned by
Nguyen Van Thien so often in
his instractions to the education
service, has been and is being
lived up to in South Viet Nany.
In almost all =cheols and insti-
tutes, public or private, there are
pupils’ unions or Boy Scoats’
groups that are ied by Saigon

agenls posing  as students. In
addition, cither roving song
groups and or art clubs have

been set up in schools to debauch
the wvouth. Over recent  vears,
these groups and clubs, that have
such eveeative names as May
Chien (Evening Cloud), Song Bien
(Sea. Waves), Hoang Hon (Dusk),
Toc May (Dark Hair), Ank Den
dlan (Coloured Lights), etc., have
musihroomed in Saigon, Da TLat,
Vung Tau, Da Nung and other
cities.

One of the aims of the educa-
tion program is to set up @
network of school and  college
students acting as secrct agents
50 ns to suppress ihe schaol and
college students’ movement and
ta eventually control the schools.
These agents fall inio two cate-
gories. The first category consists
of school and college students who
are paid to work as informers :n
stndents’ unions and Bey Scouts’
groups. They are paid by the job,
granted & short-term deferment of
military service and given access
io code in arder to contact their
superiors. The second categery
comprises  professional  secret
agents who are sent to work in
schools, Some of them are com-
missioned officers of the secret
service while continuing to pose
as students. Since 1972, a large
number of officers gradnating
from the National Police Institute
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warning : ' 1f we let the Amer-
icans supply South Viet Nam
with the type of ‘freedom’ that is
manufactuted in the USA and
labelled Coca Cola or D'epsi Cola,
then we shall have a Depsi Cola
regime, a Pepsi Cola administra-
tion, a Pepsi Cola education
system and a Pepsi Cola culture.”’
(Professor Ly Chanh Trung, Sea
Foam and Roaring Waves.)

Posing as Students

has been sent to work in schools;
Their tasks are to recruit in-
formers on the spot, establish a
network of control over sehools,
infiltrate students’ representa-
tives' organizations (such as those
representing  faculties and the
Executive (ommittee of the Gen-
eral Students’ Association) and
to carry out various shorti-terin
tasks as required by the admini-
stration.

Their methods vary acccording
to the particular situation in each
school. In faculties where there
is no check on whoe attends lec-
tares and where the number of
students is large enough to facili-
tate infiltration, they are uble
practically to control the students’
representatives’ councils by organ-
izing clecticns and  choosing
candidates. They often manage to
do this in the Saigon fuculties of
law, Jiterature and science. They
start by arresting all students
who work actively for the stu-
dents’ movement or who have
some progressive influence on
their comrades, and who want to
stand for election. Then, without
regard to school regulutions or to
the i{radition of democratic dis-
cussion, they work to get control
of the elections. On election day,
they go the college concerned
bearing students’ or voters’ cards
and vote either once or as many
times as 1s necessary.

In {aculiies where admission 15
by examination and the number
of students is small enough for
them all to know each other, it is
difficult for the secret agents to
buy over students and conse-
quently to select candjdates of
their choice and organize clections.
That is why in such cases they
have to resort to arrests and
threats. In 197z, during the elec-
ticn campaign for the Students’
Representatives’ Council of the
Saigon Faculty of Mcdicine, they
threatened candidates who were
the slightest bit progressive and

lagnched a campaign in support
of those they know to be dissu-
lute young men. Conseguently,
although they {ailed to gain fall
control of the Students’ Represen-

tatives” Council, they wcre at
least able to restrict its in-
fluence.

Coercive and repressive meas-
ures have constantly been taken
against the school and  college
students’ movement, especially at
the time of the change-over from
the US * special war’ to the
< limited war.”” In 1971, the
police rounded up scheol and
college stadents to press them
into jeining the army, and hunted
down those suspected of partici-
pating in anti-governmment activi-
ties. In Saigon, Thieun ordered his
troops and police te encircle the
headquarters of the General
Students’ Association and  to
occupy Minh Mang University.
Tear gas was used.

However, the students’ tnove-
ment continued to  develop.
Campaigns against the militariz-
ation and Americanizalion of
schools, the arrest of school and
college students, the *professor-
adviser”’  sysliem, more time
being given to IEnglish lessons
than to Vietnamese{1},etc., spread
from onc school to another. The
campaign to boycott and de-
nounce the “hippic festival” — a
product of US culture, organized
by Thieu and his wife themselves
in Muy 197¢ — involved hundreds
of thousunds of school and college
students. The campaigns against
increases in school fces and in
the price of textbooks were turn-
ed into  demonstrations against
US imperialism and its stooges :
4,000 students from the Phan
San Nam school and over 10,000
from the Bo De school joined in
the protest murches. In Tuly 1973,
school and college students, to-
gether with their parents and
come teachers, strongly protested
the beauty contest, osganized by
the Ministry of Education and
authorized by Thieu, which was
Leld to chose candidates for the
Miss World centest in Tokyo.
The Dien Ttn of July 5, 1973
strongly criticized the contest and
called 1t the strangest examina-
fion in the history of examina-
tions organized by the Ministry

(Continued on page 27}

(1) In omany schosls — other
than language schools — stx periods
a weeh ave devoted to English les-
soms and only iwo fo Vietnamese.
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T a press conference in Saigon
A on July 7, 1974, Culonel
William Tombaugh, head of

the US delegation to the Toar-
Party Joint Milirary Team, claim-
ed that the Government of the
Demacratic Republicof Viet Nam
and the Provisiona! Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of
South Viet Nam * lacked good-
will *" in the search for Americans
missing in Viet Nam, provided
for by Article Sb of the Paris
Agreecment on Viet Nam, and
branded our attitude as *‘inhn-
mane.”” Shortly afterwards, both
the Washington and Saigon propa-
ganda machines made a fuss about
the matter. A delegation, alleged-
ly from an American youth or-
ganization concerned for the 1380
Americans missing in action in
Viet Nam, and Montgomery, a
member of the US House of Rep-
resentatives, were issned visas to

Crocodile Tears

gn to Indochina to inquire abo1t
the problem.

Lt is all rather reminiscent of
the psychelogical wurfare ploy of
the US concerning " prisoners of
war. '’ The US spent much time
and eifort and many dollars in
its attempts to make the « POW ™
matter the focal story in the Viet
Nam issue. To this end, it sent a
cosmonant, and later a billionaire
named Peros, around the world
to brand the DRVN as *‘inhu-
mane. '’ Then under the pretext
that the < POW '’ issue had not
been settled and soon, it suspended
the Paris Conferenceon Viet Nam.

But it was not long before the
whole wortld was awarte of who

“Go and Ask the Americans!”

“ O and ask the Americans!”
This was the reply given
to the families of soldiers

in the Lon Nol army by an of-
ficer at the Phnom Penh Veterans
Office on Aagust, 13, 1974. {heir
husbands, their brothers, had lost
their lives on the battletields and
they had been promised regular
monthly allowances. Dut six
months had passed and they hadn’t
received anything. Tt brings
to mind the demonsirations
in Phnom Penh by the Lon Nel
soldiers in active service who were
demanding pay arrears.

The officer at the Veterans
Office told the soldiers’ families
that the offfice *had no more
money.” It's not hard to work
out the reason why: the death
allowances and the soldiers’ pay
packets have found their way into
the pockets of the corrupt Lon
Nol officials.

But what is the height of cyni-
cism is the fact that the officer
said without a qualm: ** Go and
ask the Americans! ' 1tis reminis-

cent of the statement by the
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Vientiane Defence  Ministry
spokesman in Laos in Aug. 1972
when he was asked by journalists
about the offensive in the ralny
season that year against the
Plain of Jars region: ** We have
no idea. Go and ask the Ameri-
cans!”

Ask the Americans about every-
thing! The same words that
were to be heard in Phnom Penh
and not su long age in Vientiane
must be often uttered in Sai-
gon as & simnilar  situation
exists there: with US dollars, the
Americans are paying a bunch of
henchmen to procure local man-
power for slaughter in the inter-
ests of the monopolies across the

Pacific. Thus, everything 18
decided by the Americans. Their
henchmen are paid to calist

mercenaries but they get even
more money by pocketing part of
the soldiers’ pay. Arcl they koow
that their American masters will
furn a Dlind eye to their actions.

After all, the Americans must
ensure that their puppets remain
loyal to Washington.

was humane znd who was not.
Whereas the stain on the honour
of the US resulting from the Son
My (My Lai) massacre was still
fresh, the American pilots captur-
ed by the DRVN while they
were committing crimes were all
returned—and in good shape—to
the US government.

The graves of American mili-
tarymen who died while carrying
out the war of aggression in North
and South Viet Nam are being
cared for by the authorities and
people in both zones. Recently,
the DRVN allowed rtepresenta-
tives of the US to visit the graves
of GI's and even returncd to the
US the remains of 23 Americans
killed in action.

It would be illogical, however,
for the US to expect the Viet-
namese people to settle the prob-
lem raised in Article 8b of the
Paris Agreement the way the
Americans wished.

1t should be pointed out, first of
all, that Article &b s part
of Article 8 of the Paris Agreement
and that Articles B8a and 8¢
relate to the return of captured
military men and civilians. The
Nguyen Van Thieu administration,
rigged up by the US, still contin-
ges to detain and barbarously
torture hundreds of thousands of
civilians in South Vietnamese pris-
ons. Yet both the US and Nguyen
Van Thieu keep claiming that
¢ there isn't one political prisoner
in South Viet Nam. ' Is this
¢« humane ' ?

Throughout two decades of
struggle lor independence and
freedom, large numbers of cadres
and combatants of the South
Viet Nam Naticnal Front {ior Lib-
cration and of the PRG have
peen murdered, beheaded, disem-
bowelled or tortured to death by
Suigon soldiers and police as well
as by US expeditionary troops.
Where are their graves and their
remains now ? At a hundred-odd
mestings of the Tour-Party joint
Military Team, the S and Saigon
have stubbornly rejected all  Te-

{Continued on page 20)
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Glimpses of the History of

o banpate
the South Vietnamese

Resistance

Armed Uprisings by Ethnic
Minorities along the Truong Son

PART 1

gE Tiuong Son mountain
T range runs from the North
to the Sonth Viet Nam and
is like the spine of Indochina-
From the 17th parailel sonthward
it iz bordered on the east by the
coastal plains of Southern Trung
Bo (from Quang Tri to Binh
Thuan) and on_the west by the
rugged Tay Nguyen  (Central
Highlands) with their high peaks
such as A Tuan (2,500 metres)
»nd the Mother and Child Moun-
tain (2,051 metres). The Vietnam-
ese territory west of the coastal
provinces 18 commonly known
ns the Truong Son Ridge.

The Truong Son Ridge is close-
ly related Lo the Central High-
lands — geographically, cthno-
logically and
Truong Son Ridge and the Central
Highlands as a whole are inhabit-

historically. The .

ed by about 800,000 lo 1,000,000
people of more than 30 ethmi¢
minorities of the Mon-Khmer and
the Malayo-Polynesian language
groups. The population along the
Truong Son Ridge makes up
about a third of the total popula-
tion of the Central Highlands.
The Ridge can be divided inte
two geographical zones: the
highlands with their rugged moun-
tain peaks and the lowlands with
their sinall rivers and valleys
sloping down to the plains. The
highlanders still practise the old
slash-and-purn method of culti-
vating rice and maize ; the low-
landers  grow their rice in
submerged fields. In both zones,
farm implements are still rudi-
mentary, erop output is very
low, and the people lead preca-
rious lives.

Undaunted

The continual hattle against
wild animals and the repeated
tribal wars of the past have had
their effect on the inhabitants of
Truong Son. In order to protect
themselves, their hamlets and
their rice and maize plots, they
have armed themselves with pri-
mitive weapons, dug pits, laid
booby traps, fenced off their Tice
plots, etc. In particular, they
have had to fight for their sur-
vival against bratal exploitation
and aggression by the fcudalists
and the French imperialists from
as early as the (8th century.
Consequently, the eihnic minor-
itics along the Truong Son and
the majority of the other na-
tionalities in the Central High-
lands have repeatedly risen up
in arms to rtesist the forcible
requisition of wealth and man-
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power, exorbitant taxes and usur-
pation of their lands for the
puilding of militaty posts. The
tradition of resistance is particu-
jarly strong among the Ka Tu
peuple in Quang WNam province,
the Kor in Southern Quang Nam

and Northern Quang Ngai and
the H'Re in Quang Ngai and

~orthern Binh Dinh. However,
all these armed uprisings invaria-
bly ended in jailure, due to the
fact that these ethnic minorities
fought on their own, without co-
ardination, without a clear policy
and, most importantly, without
close alliance with the Kinh, the
majority people living chiefly in
the plains.

In accordance with their ' di-
vide and rule" policy, the
French colonialists always played

off one minotily nationality
against ancther and, in particu-
tar, always sought to create fric-
tion between the ethnic minori-
tics and the Kinh.

But things changed radically
fullowing the birth of the [ndo-
-hinese Commuxnist pParty. Right
{rom the outset, fhe Party made
it clear that ils policy was to
< unite all nationalities in the
country on the principle of equal-
ity and mutual  assistance in
order to fight for the common
val of freedom and happiness”’
(1). Through the activities of the
communists, the revolution grad-
ually made its influence felt in
the areas inhabited b¥Y ethnic
minorities.

In 1036, the French colonialists
started bpuilding 2 number of
detention camps along the ‘[ruong
Son Ridge to imprison revolu-
tionary fighters, especially cadres
of the Indochinese Communist
Party. It was from these prisons,
however, that the idea of uniting
all nationalities to fight the
imperialists and regain independ-
ence and [reedom emanated and
spread to the tribes living in the
thickest jungles of the Truong
Gon. At the end of 1936 and in

(1) Political Froghum of the hido-
chinese Communist Party (1930)-
The Party Program of Action daled
June 1032 said ; ¢ Down with the
imperialists’ policy of division and
sowing haived anong the national-
ities. Oppose land appropriation
and the usurpation of joresis.
Abolish all forced labowr by the
jeudalists, big and swall. Drive
away all fendalists and tyibal chiefs
whe have sold themselves to ths
imperialists. Elect peasant cowi-
mittee. " (The Party documents o
the Nationalities  Policy, Su
That, Truth Publishing Houss,
Hanoi, 1965, Page 5.)
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early 1937, under the inflaence of
the communists rletuined ar Tra
Ke camp {West Phu Yen), Sim
Bram, a tribal chief of the Bah-
nar people, launched a resistance
movement against the French
colonialists, which had both the
viclent character of an armed
uprising and the mythical features
of a religion. [Following the
example of the Bahnar, the ather
ethnic  minorities along the
Truong Son Ridge also staged
uprisings. ¥n 1937, therc was a
series of armed attackson French
garrisons from QQuang Nam to
Binh Dinh provinces. Bloody
repression ensued. However, the
Bahnar and Sedang peoples with-
drew to Voa Mona, northeast of
the provincial capital of Kontum,
and managed to maintain their
resistance there for six months.
Meanwhile, a section of the Kor
nationality in West QQuang Ngali,
under the impact of the local
revolutionary movement, also
founded a resistance base, in
thick jungle. The movement last-
ed until the August Revolution
of 1945, in spite of enormous dif-
ficulties due to encirclement by
the enemy.

During the various periods of
activity by the Indochina Com-
munist Party, many grassroots
revolutionary organizations were
set up in the mountain regions,
The patriotism of a number of
people from various ethnic minor-
1ties was aronsed. In the “West-

crn part of Quang Ngai, vevolu-

tionary militants detained at Ba
To camp managed to convince
members of the H'Re ethnic
minority of the need for revolu-
tion. On March 11, 1945, two
days after the Japanese fascist
seized power from the Trench in
Indochina, revolutionary cadres
led the masses in the capture of
the enemy post in the district
capital ; they founded the people’s
power, organized a guerilla team,
and set up a resistance base.
From Ba To, the insurrection
movement spread rapidly to the
whole of Quang Ngai and other
provinces. By mid-August 1945,
the Kor, the H'Re and all other
ethnic minorities along  the
Truong Son Ridge and throughout
the Central Highlands, under
the leadership of the Indochinese
Communist Party and in close
unity with the Kinh in the Viet
Minh Front {Front for the Inde-
pendence of Viet Nam) had, vic-
toriously carried cut the general
uprising, aimed at seizing power
and establishing the people’s
power in all villages, districts
and provinces. Tharlks to correct
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leadership and the policy of uni-
ty among all nationalities, the
ethnic  minorities along the
Truong Son Ridge and in Central
Highlands, for the first time in
their history, experienced inde-
pendence and freedom.

In April 1g46, in preparation
for the long war of resistance
against the French colonialist,
a “ National Union' Congress
was convened in Pleiku and
was attended by dclegates from
all the ethnic minorities along the
Truong Son Ridge and through-
out the Central Highlands. The
Congress took as its guideline
the letter sent on this occasion
by President Ho Chi Minh to all
nationalities living in Viet Nam.
The letter said: * Today, Viet
Nam has become our common
country... This nation and this
government are our Common
nation and government. That
is why all nationalities must be
closely united in order to defend
our country and support our
government, *’ {1}

By early 1946, the Trench
colonialists had already recon-
quered most of the Central High-
Jands. But the Truong Son Ridge
was either in the hands of the
resistance  government  (from
(Juang Nam to Phu Yen) or else
formed resistance bases for the
coastal provinces (from Khanh
Hoa to Binh Thuan). Along the
Truong Son Ridge and in some
other areas of the Central High-
lands, the various ethnic minori-
ties were united and organized
to carry out a war of resistance
to defend their villages and crops
-—and a large number of tribal
chiefs and village elders took
part in the f{ighting.

Noteworthy 1is the fact that
quite a few cadres of minority
erigin, many of them members
of the Viet Nam Workers' Party,
were trained during that parti-
gular period of the patriotic
war.

In spite of the rigours of war,
life in the free zone was far bet-
ter than it had been in the past.
The penple {rom ethnic minorities
no longer had to work for, and
pay taxes to, the landlords and
their French masters, and their
right to the ownership of land
was guaranteed by the resistance
government.

From sysc onward, with  the
favourable development of the
war of resistance, the people's
armed forces went deeper and
deeper into the French-held areas

along the Truong Son Ridge and
in the Central Highlands to
carry out agitation work and set
up revolutionary and guerilla
bases. Some of these bases re-
mained quite firm, such as < Soap
Dui® in Kontum, ¢ Sisteu’’ in
Pleiku, ¢ Deleya’ in Darlac.
In 1954, at about the same time
as the Dien Bien Phu campaign
most of Central Highlands were
liberated {2}, Here, the policy
on nationalities was proclaimed
and initial steps were taken to
put it into practice.

All the gains of the revolution
and the war of resistance, cspec-
ially the initial results arising
out of the policy on nationalities
of the Viet Nam Workers’ Party
and the DRVN government, have
left the ethnic minorities with
deep and lasting impressions and
have led them to the conclusion
that they must unite with the
Kink, and continue to carry out
the revolution if they atre to
achieve self-liberation.

{1) Appeals of President Ho Chi
Minhk, Su That (Truih) Publishing
House, Hanot, 1958, Vol. I, p. 168.

(2) See “The Fifth Inlerzone
during the Dien Bien Phu Cam-
paign '’ Viet Nam Courier, N¢ 25,
Juns 1974.
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Diem and the Ethnic Minorities

In July 1954, Diem's troops
began to cccupy the Truong Son
Ridge. Since they had to concen-
trate their efforts on stamping
out the revolutionary movement
in the plains, they were not yet
able to extend their ruls to the
remote mountain areas. Diem
was oniy able, in fact, to control
a number of lowland areas,
chiefly around the district towns
and capitals and along the major
lines of communication.

However, when the US neo-colo*
nialists replaced the French co-
lonialists in Saigon, they were
quick to realize the strategic im-
portance of the Truong Son
Ridge, as well as of the whole of
the Central Highlands. The latter,
in fact, overlook Southern Indo-
china, with its strategically im-
portant communication lines and
its abundant natural resources,
most of them yet untapped. The
Central Highlands also had great
potential as a source of supply of
army recruits and, in view of the
fact that they were inhabited by
a variety of ethnic minorities,
they could be used as a bastion
against the revolution.

Ngo Dinh Diem, once a high
mandarin of the Hue imperial
court, after being installed by
the Americans continued his long-
standing policy of bribery and
cajolery on the one hand, and
primarily, repression and terror
on the other, in his attempt to
win the ethnic minorities in the
Central Highlands over to his
crusade against the revolution,
The ** denounce the communists ™
campaign was launched in the
Highlands in late 1955 and early
1956. Initially Diem used US dol-
lars and surplus goods in his
attempts to buy the allegiance of
the tribal groups in the Central
Highlands, and especially that of
the tribal chiefs and other men of
note. He hoped that, in this way,
he would be able to make them

repudiate the revolution and
denounce cadres of the anti-
French war of resistance. But

this method didn't work and
so he resorted to terror tactics. In
the mountain area of Quang Ngai
province, for instance, in early
1956, the chief of Son Ha district
ordered the summary execution
of 58 civilians in the village of
Re because the villagers refused
to ‘“denounce the communists. ™
In a similar program, in Nuoe
Bon hamlet, Son Ha village, all
male inhabitants were slaughter-
ed in a bid to “*weed out the
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communists '’ as the local agents
of Ngo Dinh Diem put it. And
the grisly happenings in West
Quang Ngai shocked the civilized
world: an agent of Ngo Dinh
Diem cut off the ears of all his
victims and made a collection of
them after letting them dry in
the sun, so that he might later
provide *“hard evidence’ of his
“exploits’* to his superiors (1).
Mr Khanh, a former resistance
member, was arrested and stabbed
to death instead of a buffalo
during a so-called ritual ‘‘ocath-
taking '’ ceremony held by the
local Diem administration to
compel the members of the Kor
ethnic minority to swear alic-
giance to Ngo Dinh Diem.

In addition, Saigon applied a
policy of brazen discrimination
against, and bruatal exploitation
of, people of ethnic minorities.
When they set up their tocal
administration in the Central
Highlands, as there were no local

Nup, an
army hero
of the
Bahnar
ethnic
minority

agents available, the Diem regime
had to appoint as agents inen of
the Kinh from the plains with
records of bloody crimes against
the people during the war of
resistance and former traders who
had cheated the ethnic minoritics
out of their wealth. These agents
not only oppressed and exploited
the minority peoples ruthlessly
but also treated them with con-
tempt. The termm wmoi (equiva-
valent to, and even more con-
temptuous than, the American
English * nigger "' — I’'d.) used
derogatority by the French to
refer to members of the ethnic
proupings in the Central High-
lands had been abolished by the
resistance government but was
used again by Dicin’s agents,
who alse administered arbitrary
fines and beatings. The old cus-
toms of the minority peoples were
trampled underfoot. During their

(1) Wiljred Burchett : La Se-
conde Resistance, Viet Nam 1965,
Gallimard, Paris 1665, p. 56.
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raids and round-ups,Saigon troops,
paying 1o heed to the beliefs and
superstitions ol ihe ethnic minot-
ities, destroyed their altars, beat
up their old people and raped
{heir womern. All the innova-
tions that had been introduced
through the painstaking efforts of
the resistance cadres such  as
drinking only poiled water and
moving slables and pigsties far
from dwellings, ctc., were simply
forbidden, Schools were closed
down. People who refused  to
discard books and newspapers
were accused of collaboration
with the communists ** and liter-
ate people were blacklisted as
i+ Viet Congs '’ and imprisoned.

The Saigon administration even
banned the carrying of weapons
for seli-defence. Such traditional
atms as spears, knives and cross-
hows, which had becn handed
down through the {amily, were
confiscated. As a result, in some
places, people were left with no
form of protection against wild
beasts {T).

The Jocal officials of Ngo Dinh
Diem also used their power to

extort money and to purchase
locul forest and agricultural prod-
ucts at dirt-cheap prices, sach_as
cinnamon in Tra Bong and Tra
Mi and res oil in Ba To and An
Lao. In many places they also
sel up co-operatives to monopol-
ize the sale and purchase of these
products {2).

The ethnic minorities along the
Truong Son Ridge who had begun
o realize the signiticance of inde-
pendence and freedom and who,
over the years, had managed to
regain control over their forests
and villages, found such policies
of the Diem regime intolerable.
They had heard news of the im-
plementation of the pelicy oD
nationalities of the DRVN govern-
ment in the Tay Bac and Viet
Bac Autonomous Regions (in
North Viet Nam) ovel the Voice of
Viet Nam Radic and through other
cources and this had strength-
ened their coniidence in the
ultimate triumph of justice. And
the deeper this confidence, the
greater their love for the tevolu-
lionarics who lhad been their bene-
factors and who were now being
hotly pursued by the Diem cligue,

The Ravolution’s influence Strengthens

Confronted bY Saigon’s white
terror which had engulfed the
plains, all the former resistance
cadres and other patriots, mow
cmpty-handed, fully Tealized the
strategic impoertance of the Truong
Son Ridge and the Central High-
lands. They came to the conclu-
sion that,in the ragged terrain of
{hese high plateanx, as fong as
they could win the suppott and
perhaps the participation of the
local people, they wouald be able
to build a firm base {or protract-
ed Tesistance @S they had done
during the patriotic wal against
+he French colonialists. Thus,
while Diem ~was concentrating his
afforts on ‘¢ pacilying  the coast-
al areas, former resistance cadres
went to the mountains and strictly
applied the “ three togethers”
slogan : cat together, Live together
and work together with the peo-
ple of éthric minoritics. Through
constantly informing people about
the ideal of independence and
freedom and threugh describing
to them the happy tives they
could one day lead, as well as
through their practical everyday
work, before long the revolution-
ary cadres had won the heatts
and minds of the ethnic minori-
ties. They soon sacceeded in set-
ting up several patriotic organiz-
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ations and in training many local
people to become cadres. And
these cadres were to become the
nucleus of the ever-growing move-
ment against the bratal rule of
Ngo Dinh Diem.

Unlike the sitnation 1in the
plains, the «« denounce the com-
munists ~’ drives conducted by
Diem in the mountain regions
did not yield the results he had
expected. The mountaineers T€-
fused to report former resistance
cadres, not only because their
affection for them had remained
unchanged, but alsn because it
was a long-standing tradition of
of the mountaineers never to do
anything harmful to others un-
less their own interests had been
prejudiced by them. Thus, in most
cases, the people of ethnic minor-
ities refused 1o ¢« denounce the
communists "’ whether they were
Kinh or people of their own stock.
In Tra Bong district, for instance,
not a single former resistance
cadre was betrayed, in spite of
the succession of ' denounce the
communists '~ drives and even
though these cadres continued to
live among the villagers- In many
other mountain areas, the ‘de-
nounce the communists”’ campaign
had the same fate—the people just

refused to co-operate. Everywhere
the people of ethnic minorities
provided the same protection and
care for the former resistance
cadres as they would have provid-
ed for their own brothers and sis-
ters. One viliager who was cap-
tured and interrogated DY Diem'’s
agents chosc death rather than
reveal secrets of the revoluticn to
the enemy. All the Ka Tu people
in Ben Giang district, west of
Quang MNain, boycotted the ** de-
nounce the communists 77 farce.
Later, when 1,004 former resist-
ance cadres fled {rom the plains
to take refuge in Ben Giang, they
were given shelter and food by
the families there throughout 1953
and 1g56. Such acts of dedication
to the revolutiocn were also com-
mon among the Raglay minority
people in the western part of
Ninh Thuan province. A Raglay
woman exhorted at gunpoint to
reveal revolutionary cadres’ hide-
out, jumped to her death ina
ravine, rather than betray the
revolution. With their own hands,
2 mother and father killed their
own son when the latter was
sbout to tell the cnemy where 2
cadre was hiding in their home.
As a result ofsuch dedication and
the increased activity of the local
cadres as well as ot “those coming
from the the plains, the revolu-
tionary bases in the mountain re-
gions were not only preserved but
continually strengthened.

Tor all its brutal repression
and deception, Saigon could only
establish its rule in the district
capitals and townships and in &

(1) Abcul Dien’s altitude foward
ethnic winorilies, Bernard  Fall
wrote : ** In the casc of the noun-
taineers, the Saigon vegime has
minch to apologize for... The neotth-
tainecys weve nob given EVER the
semblance of focal selj-govermramt,
were often illegallv deprived  of
their ancestral lavds. and unitl
very recently weve provided with
fewer  schools and [rss adeguoltc
Lealth seyvices than wnder the colo-
wigl adminisivation  (Bernard
Fall, The Two Viet Nams— F..1.
Praeger, Pyblishers, N¢o Yk,
1000, P. 281).

(2) A Rilogram: of cimnanion COSE
only five piastres ai the plantation
hiut 3bo piastres i 1 Nang cily.
The decal  Diem e isn Baistral iow
imposed saveral fines which had to
be paid in kind, that is, in cinNe-
man. During faids and yound-wPs,
Diegm agents looted layge quantilies
of cinnanion from the people under
the pretext that it was ¢ communist
cinnamon.”’
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number of lowland villages. But
even there its rule was far from
absolute. Many of its administra-
tors were in fact double agents:
they worked for Diem for money
while at the same time continuing
to carry out the instructions of
the revolutionary organizations i1
their localities (r). Saigon could
1ot extend its rule to remote vil-
lages, especially in the rugged
mountain areas. There was prac-
tically no administration in these
areas and, as from 1954, the peo-
ple there organized their own lives
Y thus forming the embryo of
the future people’s POWEL. Accord-
ing to a report of the National
Front for Liberation Committee
in Central Trung Bo, there wete
in alt more than 100 villages of
this type along ihe Truong Son
Ridge and in the Central High-
lands after 1954. These villages
later became revolutionary bases,
inviolable bastions of the revo-
lation.

Obviously, Diem had failed tO
establish a political and popular
base in the regions inhabited by
ethnic minorities. The few agents
he did manage to recrdit {rom
among the minority peoples were
soon denounced and boycotted by
their own people and finally had
o dissociate themselves from the
Diem regime {0 avoid being
punished by them. Throughout

the regicn inhabited DY the Ka
Tu people,
or two real

there were only one
Diem agents. And

e —
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within the district of Tra Bong,
there was only a handful of them.
In To Lo area, with a population
of more than 2,000 there was
not a single traitor.

and ever since 1954,
the tevolutionary forces had
grown increasingly strong. In the
Central Highlands, revolutionary
bases began to be established
not omly in the remote areas
bordering Cambodia but also
most of the towns and cities,
like Pleiku, Ban Me Thuot,
L.at, Djiring. Along the Truong
Son Ridge most young pecple
joined the revolution and were
irained to become cadres for
their villages or districts. In some
areas, by the end of 1957, most
leading bodies at district level
were staffed by cadres chosen
from amongst the ethnic minor-
ities. Most tribal chiefs and village
patriarchs sided with the revo-
lutionaries — for example, Quanh
Hieu (Ka Tu minority), Pho Muc
Gia (Kor minority), Pho Nia
(H'Re), Ma Quan {Bahnar). etc.
These tribal leaders who partici-
pated in the anti-French resistance
rommanded great respect among
their people and their allegiance
to the revolution meant that its
influence was able to be consider-
ably strengthened among the
ethnic minorities.

Meanwhile,

To counter the ‘¢ denounce the
communists ~’ campaign and other
acts of terror perpetrated by the

Sajgon regime, the people of
othnic minorities in the Central
Highlands waged 2 widespread,
many-sided political struggle
argaing with Saigon’s agents,
sending deputations to lodge com-
plains, staging marches to district
and provincial capitals to urge
the Saigon administration io com-
ply with their demands and so on.
Also, as they were practised in
unarmed combat and huanting
they were very ready to take up
arms. 1t was traditional for each
household and each hamlet to
have some kind of seif-defence
organization. Moreover, commun-
ity life in the villages and
hamlers has endowed many of
these people with a considerable

these « fwo-faced
administvators, Jacques Doyom, o
French fournalist, noted the follow-
ing in dealing with the mountain
regtoas i South Viet Nam @
o Some of the old persons who were
vegarded by families as patriarchs
sometimes played the role of semi-
official go-belweens. They jokinghy
szid thal they had two heads, one
for each side. But here, too, the
peasant did not place the {wo sides
on the same jooting. The guerillas
were the winners in this battle for
influence becanse they lived in close
relations with the peasants, know-
ing their world and hnowing every-
body."! {Les Viet Cong, De Noel

Paris 1968, pP. 69-70)

(1) About

Children in  fhe
Cenival Highlands
making bamboo
spikes to  helfp
fight the dmevican
dgEressors
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capacity for organization {in
some tribes, like the Kor or the
Ve, the whole hamlet lives in a
single long communal house
divided into apartments cailed
“kitchens,”’ ecach  * kitchen”’
corresponding to one household).

All these {actors combined to
encourage the tribesmen in the
central Highlands to take up arms
aguinst the oppressors. The rug-
gedness of the mountain region
was their natural ally in their
offcnsive as well as defensive
actions, in attack as well as in
retreat. This explains the repeated
clashes between the tribesmen
and Saigon troops. Inlate 1954,
Saigon troops were badiy mauled
when they ventured into some
remote western villages in Quang
Nam and Quang Ngai provinces.
In October 1955 at Kim Son
village. West Binh Dinh, an eider-
lv man of the Bahnar minority
stabbed to death a Saigon licu-
tenant in command of a land-
grabbing operation. Often the
minority peoples set traps and
dug pits in the roads, allegedly
to prevent wilkl beasts from des-
troying their crops, but actually
to bar the way of Saigon raiders.
Another ancient custom in this
area is for the family, or even the
whole village or tribe, to take
vengeance whenever a member of
the family or tribe is murdered.
This custom of ‘“ vendetta '’ was
fully revived, so as to legalize the
punishment of Diem agents. Una-
ble to bring the revolutionaries
to their knces, the Saigon admin-
istration reported to the most
brutal punitive measures.

Stringent measures of control
were enforged in an  attempt
to scparate the people from
the revolution. Io the plains,
Diem set up concentration

camps, which he dubbed * pros-
perity zones.” In the mountain
areas along the Truong Son
Ridge, he founded * montagnards’
camps.”” TFrom mid-1057, the
people from remote villages and
then those living in heavily popu-
lated areas were foreed at gun-
point to go and live in such
camps, which were centered
around communication arteries
and district towns. Most of the
Raglay people in the North West-
ern part of Ninh Thuan province
were herded into Camp Brawn
{named after an American ** advi-
sor ’’ who had built the camp} on
Highway ! from Saigon to Hue,
and Tam Ngancamp on Highway
2 froan Phan Rang to Da Lat.
The rest of the Raglay people
were compelled to settle in smaller
camps at the foot of the moun-
tains. In Quang Nam province,
the Diem authorities {ounded 44
new villages along a corridor
between the mountain area and
the plains. In Binh Dinh province,
they ordered the population in
Vinh Thanh and Van Canh villa-
ges to leave their mountain homes
and settle along Highway I.

The Saigon administration also
ordered a strict economic block-
ade of the mountain regions,
banning or restricting to the min-
imum trade between the plains
and the mountain areas in such
vital necessitics as salt, cloth,
metal farm implements, etc. As
a result, some tribes were driven
into a state of near starvation.
The To Ho tribe in West Phu Yen
had to go without salt for a whole
year — all they could do was
burn elephant grass and eat its
ashes to get whatever small quan-
tity of salt they yielded. The
Ka Tu people in the mountain
region of Quang Nam hud to use
the old method of digging holes

in the ground with a stick to sow
their rice. In Tra Bong district,
Quang Ngai province, nearly all
{rade activities came to a halt,
the local people having to buy
their rice by bowl and salt by
grains.

Then, to cap it all, the Diem
administration launched large-
scale military operations for
« pacification ”” and looling pur-
puses. The Truong Son Ridge
was one of the prime targets of
the ** unilateral war '™ waged by
the Diem regimec.-

The combination of these meas-
ures by the Diem regime drove
the tribes along the Truong Son
Ridge, whose lives were already
so precarious, to the brink of
extinction. They were forced with
only one real alternative in their
struggle for survival:  they
couldn’t bow to Saigon’s will —
they had to rise up in arms.
Georges Chaffard, a French stu-
dent of Viet Nam, was right when
he wrote; * They [the Diem
army — Ed.} have installed an
iron regime to punish the tribes
for their pro-Viet Minh sympa-
thies. Barbarous mcthods have
been employed which are remi-
niscent of those used Dby the
Americans against the Red Indians
in the 1gth century. The Kor,
like all the other ethnic minori-
ties, after having Dbent their
backs, were the first to Te-
volt ' (1). In fact, the popula-
tion along the Truong Son Ridge
were the first to revolt against
Ngo Dinh Diem’s rule.

(To be continued)
TA XUAN LINH

{1) Les deux guerres du Viet
Nam, De la Tabie Ronde, Pavis,
1669, p- 227

Crocodile Tears

(Continued from page 14)

quest by the military delegations
of the PRG and the DRVN for help
in the search for revolutionary
{ighters missing in the war, for
PRG delegates to be allowed to
visit graves of fallen revola-
tionary fighters, and for mouu-
ments to be erccted in honour of
the unburied dead. Isthis refusal
also ** humane ? "’

Morcover. the US is reluctant to
fulfil its obligations under Article
21 of the Partis Agreement with
regard to the healing of the
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- aggression against  Viet

wounds of war inflicted upon the
North Vietnamese people by the
US air force.

More scrious still is the fact
that the US has increased its aid
in aircraft and bombs and shells
so that the Nguyen Van Thieu
army can conduct daily attacks
on liberated areas under PRG
control. In addition, US reconnais-
sance planes have not yet comp-
letely stopped hostile acts against
North Viet Nam. The war of
Nam,
fostered and directed by the US,
is still going on.

As a Vietnamese delegate asked
the above-mentioned American

youth delegation at Pan Sen Nhat
airport, “Is it logical for us
Vietnamese to go looking for US
troops’ bodies while US bombs
are still being showered upon us ?**

In reality, Washington pays
little heed to the thousand or so
Americans issing in action in a
war into which the men in the
Pentagon threw millions of Gls.
The US psychological warfare
claim about the Vietnamese pco-
ple’s * lack of humanitarianism "
is only aimed at diverting public
opinion from the continued and
ever-deeper military involvement
of the US in Viet Nam.
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Viet Nam, the Land and Its People

e “Cdine @

A Land

NCLE upon a time, a small
dragon travelled all the
way from what is today

South Viet Nam to Tibet, look-
ing for its mother. It went over
‘mountains and through forests,
removing all obstacles in its way
and gouging out a wide path.
The soil, mud and vegetation it
stirred up formed a vast delta.

Rising in Tibet, the 4,500
kilometres-long  Mekong River
travels through Laos and Cambo-
dia before reaching South Viet
Nam, where it fans out into
several branches and flows into
the China sea through nine
mouths — whence its name ** Cuu
Long >’ or ** Nine Dragons.-’ The
thousands of millions of cubic
metres of silt carried by it over
a period of sixty years could
cover the entire surface of Nam
Bo with a layer of soil one metre
thick. And, in fact, the accu-
mutation of this alluvinm causes

the land to advance seawards
about one hundred metres a
yvear at Ca Mau Cape, and the

annual floods ensare extremely
fertile soil in the fourteen Me-
kong Idelta provinces.(1)

The Melong Delta is an immense
plain of 40,000 square kilometres
spreading from the Vam Co
Dong (the river flowing between
it and the eastern part of Nam
Bo) to the Ca Man Cape, and
from Cambaodia to the China Sea.
The delta has been very much
favoured by nature and the
peasants there fear neither tiood
nor drought. After rice has been
transplanted and has struck,
there is nothing else to worry
about, Even without {ertilizers
and irrigation the peasants are
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Blassed by Nature

still able to harvest an average
of two tons of rice per hectare
per crop. If all the fallow land
was farmed (and there are half a
million hectares of such land in
the Plain of Reeds alone), and
up-to-date farming methods were
used in order to raise the yield to
5 tons per hectare (which is not

only possible but has in fact
been achieved in many areas
with two crops a year), the

Mekong Delta could easily pro-
vide 40 million people with 300
kilograms of rice per head each
every year.

Fish are very plentiful therc,
particularly when the Ton Le
Sap overflows. In the flood seas-
on, one can catch fish for one’s
meal in the time it takes to
cook a pot of rice, And merely
by sceoping the water out of a
submerged boat one can collect
half a basketful of fish. When
the waters subside, it is cven
possible to catch fish by hand,
All sorts of fishing methcds are
used including bownets, square
dipping nets, dams. When the
{ish are caught, most of them are
cither kept in fish ponds, salted
or sun-dried so as to ensure
provisions for the dry season.

The Mekong Deltaalso has vast
green orchards that provide a
variety of fruits that arc in great
demand throughout Indochin:,
and even  abroad: mangoes,
“ Sjamese ' custard apples, lucu-
mas, mangosteens, coconuts,
durians, water melons, etc. In
My Tho, Can Tho, Vinh Long,
Sadec and Long Xuyen, there are
green plantationson both banks
of the Mekong River. Ben Tre

cagond.’’

Delta

alone provides half the supply of
coconuts for the whole country—
its coconut plantations stretch
for twenty or thirty kilometres.
As it is impossible for men to
carry large numbers of coconuts
on their backs, when the fruit are
picked, they are thrown inte the
canals; they are then carried
downstream  until they are
stopped by dams and collected
by people in boats.

Salt is also available in the
delta. High quality salt is produc-
ed in Bac Lien and Tra Vioh,
whose annual prodnction reaches
hundreds of theousands of tons.
In addition, the mangroves grow-
ing along the seacoasts enable
the inhabitants te make a char-
coal which is greatly appreciated
by the Hong Kong international
market.

Two regions deserve to be dealt
with in greater detail: the U
Minh TForest and the Plain of
Reeds.

Tower U Minh (Bac Lieu) of
1,000 square kilometres and
Upper U Minh (Rach Gia) of goo
square kilometres were formerly
covered by virgin jungle; it used
to be dark there even in the

(1) 7 provirces in Central Nam
Bo : Tra Vink, Vinh Long, 5a Dec,
Ben Tre, My The, Tan Au, Go
Cong, also called the region of Tien
(iiang (Bassac, the eastern branch
of the Mekong) and 7 provinces in
Western Namt Bo: Bac ILiew, Rach
Gia, Ha Tien, Soc Trang, Can
Tho, Long Xuyven, Chau Doc, lo-

cated in the Dasim of the Hau
Giang (Trans DBassac, the other
branch of the Mehong).-
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daytime, hence its name @y A Glorious Tradition of ‘Mational struggle
Minh {semi-durkness)- But the
energetic and persevering Viet-

namese pioneers who went there OWEVER, this Jand favoured motorized units. From Saigon to

i the r7th century managed 1o by nature, this rice granary. Ca Mau there is but one road,
oxtract surprisingly abundant © _this sea teeming with fish, 450KmS long; ‘it rumns through
resources, from the waters and s immense orchard, was ''pooL. Cho Lon, My Tho, vinh T.ong,

from the 1and. Tasty fish are The people living there were de- Can Tho, Soc Trang and Bac Lieu
abundant there. The suarface of grwed of everything. Rice, fruit and terminates at Nam Can, the
the earth consists of 2 thick layer fish, game and honey all belong- southernmost town in the Indo-
of exiremely fertile humus that ed to the Trrench colonialists, chinese peninsuia, Another im-

has accumulated over the cen- mandarins and jandlords. _porta.nt commnlunication line is
turies. 1n the cecond month of ) ] ) Road No.8, which joins Road No-4
the lunar year, when everything But the situation changed radi- at Sa Dec and leads to Ha Tien

is dry, one only has to sirike & cally after the August 1945 Rev- after passing through Long Xuyen
match in order t0 obtain a burnt: olution. Over 550,000 hectares and Rach Gia. Therc are aiso
out clearing in which gourds and of land were allotted to the poor local roads that are considerably
vegetables “ach as maize, sweet peasants. and the people 10 the shorter and of less importance.
potatoes, cassava roots and pump- delta once more became masters All these lines of communication
kins can grow in qext to no time. of the wealth of their native can be submerged in the flood

Similar crops 2re planted in the tand. Such was the outcome of season and su arc quite vulner-

years following. Sntil  all the nearly a century of struggle. able.
humus is exhaunsted apd then . oL L.
rice is grown: ‘As well as CIOpS, Right from the beginning of But is it not the vast swarmps,

U Minh provides plenty of fire- their aggression, towards the . the numerous canals, the im-
wood, timber, honey and game. middle of the .Igth _century, the mensse (7 Minh Jungle and the
The 'mnumerable beehives to be Frenct} coloptalasts,hke the Amert- Plain of Reeds that pronght fail-
found there provide @ delicious jcan imperialists about a cen- Wre to the French and the Amer-
honey, the colour of green tea, tury latef, rea.lg.zgsd _that this  icaDns. Certainly these natural
from the pollen of the whitish region was of decisive importance obstacles Were very jmportant
flowers of the tram (cajuput) in the conquest of South Viet strateglc clements, but the essen-
which grow there apundantly- Nam, and fthat they must get tiol and decisive factorl that caus-

There are also hundreds  of hold of it at any cost. ed the defeat of the agEressors
thousands of wild birds in U . was, in b_oth cases, the grim de-
Minh: pelicans, storks, CTOWS, But both the French aud the termination and great courage of

cormorants, SpArTOWS, hawks, etc. Americans set themselves an im- 1he population, the descendants

In the evenings they fill the possible task. While the .ea.stt':rn of those proud pioneers who re-
jungle with ineir deafening, caca: part of South Viet Nam is criss- pelied against the exactions and
phonic ories. U Minh is a natural crossed by @ network of roads, oppression of the Nguyen Kings
nviary and people there can pick the Mekong Delta has countless and preferred 1o leave their na-
up eggs or catch fledgelings @8 waterways thronghout its swampy tive villages and homes and O
they could in their own poultry lands and these p011_st1tute na- south 1n their search for new lan
taral obstacles for infantry and and frecdom. They travelied

yard.

¢« The Plain of Reeds'’ was the
name given PY the French to the
large basin of” 700,000 TO 800,000
hectares that lies between the
provinces © an An, My Tho Sa
Dec and An Glang. The Vietnam-
ese call it «Dong Thap Muoi” —
{he Plain of the Ten-Storey Towel
_Lecause the patriots who fought
the French colonialists from 1861
to 1867 erected 2 ten-storey tower
there in meinory of their chief,
Doc Binh Kied, who died in bat-
tle. In the wet seasdn, from May
tn October, the waters from the
flooding Mekong tnrn the plain
into a sea, 2 103 metres deep
and tceming with {ish. When the
waters recede the soil is covere
with a layer of fertile alluvinm
which is sometimes WO metres
deep. The flora there consists
mainty of rushes, reeds and grass
f3aL this 18 also the land of
rfloaling rice’" — its growth keeps
pace with the rising waters and
consuquently the ears of rice aTe
never submerged, and of <ghost
cice’” which grows spontaneously
without the intervention of man. Oon the Tien Giang River

e —
22 VIET NAM COURIER

R




thousand of kilometres, up hill and
down dale, and then had to turn
to and wark hard toclear virgin
land infested with wild beasts
and snakes. They transformed
their new land into ricefields
and orchards ; with the sweat of
their labour they forced nature o
yield its riches. Consequently, it
was only natural that they
should immediately react when
the aggressors came to try and
rob them of the fruits of their
labours.

For more than three centuries,
each generation has shaped and
passed on to its offspring the
fine traditions of courage, solidar-
ity and the dignity that is inher-
ent in freedom. The French and
the Americans have discovered
this fact to their own cost.

There will be mno move Viel

nawmese {o ight ths Fremch

Only when theve is no 1H0¥E grass
sn the Plain of the Ten-Storey
Tower,

and

The forest of U Minh is the
placs wheve enemy soldiers come
to lose their lives and their officers
their epauleties.

These popular verses reveal a
preat deal aboul the struggle
conducted by the population of
the Mekong Delta against the
ugroressors, both  French and
American. in fact, for more than
a century, these Vietnamese have
written many o glorious page in
the history of our, country, and
have produced heroes who are

still remembered by the Vietnam-

ese people. One of them, Nguyen
Trung Truc (whose original name
was Ngayen Van Lich), came
from a poor fishermen’s family in
Tan An. He began fighting the
Trench straight after their arriv-
al and he helped to inflict
resounding defeats on the aggres-
sors ; the sinking of the gunboat
Lspérance in 861, the captur-
ing of the Kien Giang military
post at Rach Gia in 1808 atter a
lightning attuck. But he was
eventually forced to withdraw to
Hon Chong, and then to Phu
Quoc 1sland, where he continued
to fight for some time, However,
the French {forces were morTe
powerful and ‘Trac  was finally
captured and tuken to Saigon.
The French colonialists tried to
talk him into surrendering and
going over Lo their side, but he
replicd proudiy : =T am Lich, the
man who set fire to your Ls-
pévance. The die is cast for me.
‘As I haven't managed to save my
country, all T ask of you now is
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that you execute me as s00n as
possible.”’

Another hero from the Mekong
Detta was Thu Khoa Huan (1),
who, some time between 1872 and
1874, was deported for having
taken part in popular uprisings.
On being freed, he immediately
joined in the {fight against the
colonialists, But unfortunately

he was captured again soon after
and beheaded. However, posterity
will always remember this great
patriot, who declared at the scaf-
fold :

The chief never surrenders; his
kead must fall

But he is jearless, only kis

enchiies tremble.

The Bastion of the First War of Resistance

staging base for the insur-

rections of 1930-1g31 and
1940, and then for the resistance
war against the I'rench colonialists
they came back in 1945.

THE Mekong Delta was also the

On September 23, 1945, there
were several disturbances in
Saigon. The Trench used their
return to disarm the Japanese as

a pretext for abolishing the
people’s power that had been
established after the August

Revolution. But it wasn't until
after one month of bloody strect
fights, and in spite of constant
reinforcements from France, that
they were able to break through
the encirclement and rush on
Road No. 4 so as to conquer the
provinces in the ceutre and west
of Nam Bo. Times and again the
population of the Mekong Delta
assaulted the aggressors. Arined
only with spears, stakes and flint-
locks, they fought heroically
against the colonialists, who
were armed with machine-guns,
artillery and armour.

Whereas ““The human torch”
TLe Vun Tam (2) aroused great
admiration and  enthuosiasm
among the inhabitants of Saigon
and the eastern region, the
exploits of Le Binh and his com-
mando  units  were constantly
talked about in the Mekong Deita.
On October 25, 1945 the French
took Can The, an important city
on the bznks of Hau Giang River
(one of the two main branches of
on the Mekong River) that was
known as the Western capital.
They told the local population :

«Qur army has been victorious
in World War II. How can you,
who have only spears as Weapons,
holcl out against our cannons "

Two weeks later, Le Bink and
eight of his comrades, including
a woman, disguised themselves as
traders and went to the market
of Cai Rang, a district capital.
Soon after, a pistol shot was

heard ; Le Binh had injured
Captain Rouant, The French and
puppet soldiers fled in panic. Le
Binh's comrades hurled hand
grenades and shot and stabbed
the enemy troops. A few minutes
tater they gained control of the
market place and began to storm
the enemy’s command past. After
an hour's fighting,Le Binh manag-
ed to hoist the gold-starred red
flag on top of Cai Rang post, but
he was soon killed by enemy
strafing and four of his comrades-
in-arms died in hand-to-hand
fighting. The arrival of enemy
reinforcements brought an end to
the engagement, but twenty
French soldiers had becn killed.

In revenge, the colonialists
riddled the corpses of Le Binh
and his comrades with machine-
gun bullets and threw them into
the river. But, in commemora-
ticn of ‘these heroes, the local
inhabitants named the Cai Rang
market “Le Binh'' and dedicated

the following verses to their

nemery :

You whi go fo the Le Biuk
mavket

Rememher that it is soaked with
the hlood of eur hevoes

wever fo flve nnder
the sawe sky

Who sworz

ds (he cruel and Jerocious livench
pivates.

In Yebroary 1046, after taking
the province south of Hau Giang
and the provincial capital Bac
Licu, the Trench attacked Ca
Mau, the last resistance base in

{1) His real nume was Nguyen
Hun Huan, < Thy Khoa " was The
title given to the scholar who grad-
wated with howours al the fricu
nial litevary composition in the
old days.

{2) Le Vau Tam, a Doy of 14,
soaked kis body with peivol and van
info an gnemy fuel depot, setiing
it un five.
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the Mekong Delta. Vu Dac, who
was in command of the gth zone,
personally organized the defence
of Phuoc Long. But our forces
were weak and could not check
the advance of the enemy ; they
were forced to take refuge in Tan
Hung, where they continued their
tesistance for five months (from
TFebruary to June, 1046) so as to
enable the leading bodies to pre-
pare for a protracted resistance.

Having fuliilled this mission,
they split into small groups and
went to varioas provinces to or-
ganize guerilla warfare. The Flain
of Reeds and the U Minh TForest
proved to be excellent resistance
bases. Aboutone year later, early
in 1947, our armed iorces were
strong enongh to deal hardly blows
to the enemy. After having taket
Ca Mau, the colonialists had
erected posts all over the place.
Their gunboats that patrolled up
and down the rivers were con-
stuntly harassed by oar guerrillas.
B3ut what damage coutd rifles and
carbines do te  thick armour ?
The enemy used to provoke us
by saying such things as: « The
Viet Minh are requested not to
scrape the paint off our ships ! "’
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Coco palms
in

Can Tho
province

But their scoffing was short-lived.
In 1947, In Bac Lieu province,
they suffered three bitter set-
backs: at May Gioc, on the Tho
Mai Canal in February, at Muong
Dien in mid-May, and at Cai
Ngang on the Ganh Hao River in
June. At Muong Dien, a barge,
6o metres long, carrying arms and
ammunition, was blown up by a
mine and the two escorting pla-
toons were annihilated. The co-
lonialists hurriedly evacuated the
Tan Duayet post (near the battle
site) and within three days they
had abandoned the whole defence
system at Tan Thuan, Cai Keo,
Rau Dua, Kenh Xang, Huyen Ke,
etc. The inhabitants of the liber-
ated zones, with flags uniurled,
used hundreds of boats to collect
the war booty. The site of the
wreckage of the barge began to
resemble 2 beehive : thousands of
people worked there day and
night to build two dams, each 7
metres high and 30 metres wide,
on either end of a zoo metre-long
section of the tivers, which was
soon emptied. All the arms and
ammunition that the barge had
been carrying were retrieved by
our combatants.

Adter the Muong Dien incident,
the enemy soldiers doggedly refus-
ed to go farther than the security
zone around the town of Bac
Lieu and even staged protest
strikes on their ships.

The inhabitants of Bac Lieu
erected other dams across water-
ways to hinder the movement of
enemy boats and provide relative
security for the province's free
rone. During the war of resistance,
up until the Dien Bien Phu vic-
tory in 1954, 72 dams, one 120
metres long, were built in the Ca
Mau district alone. With such a
defence system, the sabotaging
of roads and the activities of our
armed forces, which harassed the
enemy day and night and compel-
led him to go on the defensive,
between 1947 and 1954 the colo-
nialists were only able to launch
two offensives, both of which
were repulsed.

Groups of ** boat hunters '’ were

organized, and terrorized the
enemy. On April 21, 1049,
« Glycine D.z7,”’ a ship 70

metres long, was put out of
action, on the 5o Thuong River
{Sadec} and over 200 enemy
soldiers were killed. Two months
later, on June 20, ° Glycine
D.28 " which was carrying troops
at the time, was sunk in Cai
Lach, at a place where the
river was 1,200 metres wide.

At Can Tho, the ™ boat hun-
ters "' —nicknamed * Neptune's
generals ~'—of the 410th Batta-
lion of the people's army, sank
the enemy ships coming to the
rescue of the DBay Ngan post,
wiping out all the enemy staff
of the Long Xuyen--Rach Gia
sector, including the colonel com-
manding the sector, two deputy
commanders and two staff cap-
tains, while they were making
aninspection tour on_the Cai Be
river... The most brillant exploit
of these ¢ boat hunters’’ was the
Vam Cai Sinh victory at Hoa Lun
village, Can Tho province, when
400 enemy troops and their ships
were put out of action (March
1953).

1n My Tho, the patriotic com-
batants turned boat hunting into
a real art. Unlike other comba-
tants they had no hunting teams
armed with heavy guns, torpe-
does and mines; all they bhad
were  snipers ' of a special kind
armed with home-made bazookas.
The following verse was COIMPOs-
ed by one of them:

Alone with my [ire-arms 0mMong
1he banana-trees by the side
of the river,
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My walchful eves scvutinize the
walers,

Sun, rain, hunger make 1life
difficult, but they cannot shake

My resolue to pursie eneny ships.

These combatants destroyed
over fifty boats on the waterways
crisscrossing Thu Khoa Huan's
native land, thus creating a
record for fluvial battles in the
delta.

There were also great victoties
on land in the Mekong Delia.
While in Eastern Nam Bo 65
¥rench vehicles were wiped out
in the La Nga battie on March
1, 1048, the Western battlefield
was also able to boast the Tam
Vu battle of April 1g, 1948 during
which a 1o3-mm gun was taken
from the French for the first
time,

Four months later, on August
4, 1048, at Soc Xoal, the enemy
suifered a scvere setback at the
hands of the Rach Gia guerillas
who destroyed 17 vehicles and
captured a 9o-mm gun. [t was
not until three days later that
the French dared to drop troops
to pick up their dead. Soc Xoadi,
Tri Ton and Ba The posts were
all evacuated in the panic.

Meanwhile, National Road No.4
and provincial roads were con-
stantly sabotaged and bridges
destroyed, including the one in
Ben Luc, which was 300 metres
long and the longest bridge on
the Vam Co Dong, which was
well defended.

By 1948, the people’s  army
had become strong enough to
storm posts defended by a whole
company of ta annihilate 2 whole
battalion of the French expedi-
tionary corps in a single engage-
ment, as it did at Moc Hoa
(August 14, 1948), La Bang, Cau
Ke, Bay Ngan, Vinh Thong, Go
Den, Bien Nhi, An Bien, etc.
Many crack units came to the
fore during these battles, and
perhaps the most famous of them
was the so7th Battalion, which
was renowned for its hand-to-
hand fighting and which sowed
terror among the enemy troops.

Stress should belaid, of course,
on the important, if not decisive,
role played by the six million peas-
ants in the delta who setup many
guerilla units which were extreme-
ly skilful in their nse of rudimen-
tary weapons and war stratagems
and which created a widespread
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network
enemy

and complex defence
that relentlessly eroded
positions.

A number of people of Cam-
bodian extraction, as well as
some Catholics, and adherents of
the Hoa Huao and Cao Dai faiths,
were taken in by the colonialists,
who sought to ' divide and rule. "’
Bat, once enlightened on the just-

The Mekong Delia vs.

HE American imperialists knew
T that, at whatever cost, they
had to subjugate the six mil-
lion peasants to whom the Revo-
lution and the Resistance had
given land and the right to livein
Freedom and dignity. But, far from
disappearing, the revolutionary
movement in the Mekong Delta
has continued to grow and has
adopted a variety of forms of po-
litical struggle and self-defence.
At the beginning of 1gbo a gener-
al uprising swept throughout the
provinces and dismantled the
whole apparatus of repression and
oppression that the US imperialists
had set np at the cost of billions of
dollars and five years of strenuous
efforts. It began on January I7,
1gbo at Mo Cay, in Ben Tre
province.

The enemy launnched several
mopping-up operations on o divi-
cional scale and erected ¢ strateg-
ic hamlets. ' In the Mekeng Del-
ta alone, over 3,000 of these ham-
lets were bauiit, numbers of wil-
lages were razed and thousan:ls
of people were herded into camps
and penned in by barbed-wire en-
tanglements. The aim of the
Americans was ‘' to empty out
the water in order to catch the
fish,’’ that is, to isolate the ca-
dres from the masses. But it was
all in vain. The resistance forces
continued to develop and, three
years after the general uprising,”
they won, on January 2, 1963, 2
resounding victory at Ap Bac, a
small hamlet in open country, 13
kilometres from the provincial
capital My Tho and iess tham 6
kilometres from National Road
No. 4: 450 men, including 13
‘American officers, were killed ; 6
helicopters were downed and 15
others seriously damaged; and
three M-113 armoured personnel
carriers were destroyed.” Ap Bac”’
became a symbol, a name in his-
tory- Tt revealed how inefficient
the * ultra modern” tactics so
much vaunted by the Americans

ness of the cause of the resistance,
they joined the pational union
front. Ti fact, it was this militant
solidarity between all sections
of our population that turned
ihe Thap Muoi Plain, the U
Minh lorest and the Mekoug
Delta into an immense graveyard
for the soldiers of the French
expeditionary corps and for their
dreams of conquest.

the Gls

(heliborne, amphibious, armout-
ed, etc.) can be when employed
in open country- LEven the Pen-
tagon admitted that Ap Bac”
marked a turning-point in the
war, that it revealed the failure
af the * special war. "’ After the
Ap Bac victory, the South Viet
Nam NFL Central Comimittee
launched a widespread emulation
movement, and there were spec-
tacular victories in Loc Ninh,
Cha La, Thanh Phu and Hiep
Hoa. Hard pressed by the Liber-
ation forces, the enemy evacnat-
ed many sectors, Airfields were
constantly bombarded {the Soc
Trang and Can Tho airfields, for
instance, lost more than 300
aircraft). From 1966 onwards,
+he Liberation Army was strong

enough to defeat an cmemy
regiment at full strength. On
October tg, 1968, at Go Quao,

Rach Gia province after 18 hours
of contimual fighting, the Third
Battalion of the 31st Regiment,
plus a company of ‘' rangers’’
and two other companics, were
annihilated, the 1st and znd Bat-
talions of the same regiment
were badly mauled, and 2i
warplanes ot various lypes were
downed.

fn the Mckong Delta, the Sai-
gon troops found themselves in
a critical situation. To help them
out, the US imperiatists early in
1967 sent to Long An and My
Tho one brigade of the US 25th
Division and two brigades of the
gth Division. It s at that time
{hat ** zones to encircle the Ameri-
cans '’ were set up; and the guer-
illas displayed great ingennity
in making booby-iTaps, SNares
and mines of varions kinds and
in combining various forms of
guerilia warfare, such as encircle-
ment by crack snipers, '’ am-
bushes, surprise attacks, rocket
bombardments, ete. The Ameri-
can (roops were In a hellish
situation, they could even be
injured by a needle or by the
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sting of a trained hornet. In the
first seven months of 1967, 1,776

GIs were put out of action at
Rach Kien (Long Aun province),
520 at Hiep Thanh, 1,115 at
Binh Tinh, Nhat Tao, 1,229 al
Binh Duc (My Tho province)-

The US gth Division was being
eroded with cvery passing day
and was being rapidly demoraliz-
ed, The US 199th Infantry
Brigade and a * marinc’’ unit
were sent to its rescue, but they
were alse badly mauled at Vam
Co Dong and Vam Co Tay in
April 1967 and there were gyoo
casunalties.

The Seventh Tleet was also
sent to the rescue, and it experi-
mented for the first time with
the tactics of ' floating bases”
and “ attack craft’ in its opera-
tion * Deckhouse 5 ° in the
coastal region of Thanh Phu,
Ben Tre province {January £q67},
Frogmen were cmployed to
explore the river beds and the
whole operation was commanded
by Westmoreland himself. But it
resulted in two American ships
being destroyed and over 6oo
Americans, including officers
being killed. The “attack -~raft’’
were also nsed by the gth Divi-
sion, in co-ordination with the
U8 Navy, in the attack on Can
Giunoc, Nha Be, (June 1967), but
once again there were over 660
American casualties. The third

L]
Guoyvitlas tn  the Plain of
Reeds durving the anti-US war
vesistance
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experiment with ‘fattack craft””’
resulted in an even greater <defeat
for the Americans: on September
15, 1967, 16 of their ships were
either sunk or set on fire and 500
of their men were killed.

Thus, in less than a year alter
their arrival in the delta, two
brigades of the US gth Division
were put out of action. As these
losses could not be made up in
time, the gth Division was weak-
ened; it lost its fighting spirt
and was consequently anable to
assist the Saigon troops, who
were bogged down in the im-
mense plain.

After the 19006-196H7 dry season,
the Liberation Arimmy made the
most of its past successes and
began to launch operations of a
larger scale. The  floating base '
at Ham Luong was violently
attacked : a dozen ships were sunk
or damaged and thousands of Gls
killed. In the spring of 1968, an
American battalion was annihilat-
ed within seven minutes in the
province of My Tho, that is, in
open country. This lightning
victory revealed the extent of the
fighting capacity of the Libera-
tion Army. American and Saigon
generals each Dblamed the other
for the setback. They were still
secking a way to respond to the
new situation when the great Tet
offensive of 1963 was launched.

The combination of repeated at-
tacks and the popular uprisings

in “ strategic hamlets ' compeliled
the Saigon troops to evacuate
many bases and sectors in the
delta. The US gth Division
promptly fled from the plain and,
to key up the morale of the
puppets, supplicd them abudantly
with arms and war materials.

In their efforts to “Vietnamize"’
the war, the Amcrican imperial-
ists and their henchmen have
tried every possible means of
pacifying the Mekong delta. In
violation of the P’aris Agreement,
they are still trying to gain con-
tral of the entire Mckong Delta.
American militarymen, disguised
as ‘* civiliansg,’’ are directing the
encroachment operations against
the liberated zone, and the napalm
bombing of villages. The counter-
attacks launched by the NIFL
are proportionate to the treach-
ery  and duplicity of  the
enemy’s operations. Nguyen Van
Thieu and his 11k are fearful that
the ground is giving way under
their feet. If, even with the
assistance of the US Expedi-
tionary Forces, the U AT, and
the 7th Fleet, they were not able
to quell the revolutionary move-
ment, now that they are more or
less on their own, how can they
possibly gain control of that
immense delta in which the
national revolutionary movement
is s0 deeply rooted ?

LE HUYEN and HAO NHIEN
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FACTS AND EVENTS

The Story of the
American Monks in Laos

N June 5, 1974, in the large

and well-known pageda

Ong Ta in Vientiane, there
appeared two American monks:
James William Shanoon, ex-
painter, aged 27, and Robert
Henry Worky, an ex-marine of
the same age, who had served for

r4 months in Da Nang (South
Viet Nam).

The appearance of these two
monks after the date set for the
withdrawal of foreign troops {rom
Laos prompted the Laotians, and
particularly the Baddhists, to lock
for an explanation. And the
same conclusion was reached by
both a conference of Vientiane
monks and the local anthorities:
the two American monks hadn’t
entered the Lao monastery
in order to ask Buddha to bless
the Lao people with an early and
just peace in genuine concord;
their religious mantle was but a
cover {or their remaining in T.aos

to command the sabotage activ-
ities against peace and national
concord.

So the American agents were

immediately sent packing. Aud
the Ministry of Cults of the
Provisional Government of

National Union issued instructions
that they were to be banned
from all Lao monasteries.
However, with the assistance of
the ultra-reaclionaries in Laos,
they managed to gain entry into
the Thoong Tat pagoda (near
I.ake Thevada, Vientiane) — but
only to be promptly exposed by
the local people, who at the same
time discovered the truth about
another American ** monk " (Tom
Barker, aged 20) who had been
there for some time.

Much has been said about the
Americans’ manceuvres to stay on
in Laos in violation of the Vien-
tiane Agreement of Feb. 21, 1973-

Lieutenant - Colonel Robert
Gibson, Service N" 000.005.07,
was arrested on June 20, 1974,
while donning civilian clothes,
for having shot and killed two
Laotians in Vat Chan pagoda on
the bank of the Mekong in the
Vientiane area. Three American
spies disguised as USATD person-
net in Paksé, employed to entice
people into concentration camps,
were also exposed, Early in June
1974, 15 American officers were
found training over joo soldicrs
of the ultra-rightists in Vat Phou
(Champassak province). On June
21, 1974, two American officers,
together with some Thai officers,
took part in a conference with
the extremist army commanders
of wvaricus Lac military zones
at the headquarters of military
zone ITI.

That American military per-
sonnel and spies should take
religious cover so as to stay on
in Laos and carry out their neo-
colonialist designs is indeed an
outrage. Washington has disre-
garded the fact that Buddhism is
the State religion in Laos and
whoever abuses it is violating the
most sacred beliefs of the Lao
people. Such actions will only
sharpen the Lao people’s vigilance
and  determination fo safeguard
the Vientiane Agreement.

(Continued from page 13)
of Education.” It also stated :
“In Western capitalist societies a
woman’s worth is often deter-
mined by her weight, the length
of her legs and the measurement
of her hips... We don’t wish to
sound pretentious, but we are
well aware of the fact that Viet-
namese society is quite different
from the societies which attach
supreme importance to personal
enjoyment. Woestern couniries
can organize beauty contests,
including those for naked women.
Viet Nam cannot and mast not
imitate them.”

The straggle assumed various
forms : protest letters and state-
mernts, teach-ins, meetings,
demonstrations, hunger-strikes,
school and market-strikes, etc.
“Education must have a national
character” and “Autonomy for
Vietnamese universities’” were the
main topics at students’ seminars
organized in the years 1971-1973.

In the course of these difficult
but determined struggles, there
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Saigon Schools ...

have emerged some outstanding
sons and daughters of the Viet-
namese people, worthy represen-
tatives of our patriotic youth
who have a sense of national
dignity : Le Quang Vinh, Nguyen
Thai Binh, Huynh Tan Mam and
others.

Saigon education system runs
counter to the revolutionary
irend, social progress and nation-
al interests. The main Teason
for this does not lie in technical
and professional problems, but in
a deliberately oriented political
and eduacational line. At present,
in South Vietnamese cities, there
are constant and heated discus-
sicas aboat education having u
national character and drawing
inspiration from national cultural
traditions, This isa very inter-

esting topic, but it poses the
problem of whether such aims can
be achieved in Saigon society as it
is at present. Professor Nguyen
Huu Minh was probably express-
ing popular opinion when he said
in his article published in Dien
Tin of May 31,1074 * Education
must have a natiomal character.
But how can it when half of the
money for it comes from foreign
aid ? Eduacation must draw inspi-
ration from national cultural tra-
ditions. But how can it when
foreign advisers still cast their
long shadows on our Schools?
Qur aims will be realized only if
we don’t dodge the problem and
are prepared to frankly state
that, in order for our elucation
system to have a truly national
character, our society must first
retricve its national character.”

NGUYEN ANH TRAM
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The Old Mam

in cNaccissus Coznet

came to know about Nguyen

Cong Tieu when I was still a

schoolboy.For us, his name was
associated with that of a plant,
azolla- T had never seen him,
never read his articles on azolla,
never opened his review ‘ Sci-
ence.”’ No, I knew him chiefly
from the caricatures in the old
review *Today’ : Mr Tien sif-
ting on a galloping tortoise; Mr
Tieu, the *agricultural counsel-
lor” in a wide-sleeved robe,
wearing a mandarin’'s hat with
one winglet — meaning he was
only a half-mandarin — such was
the image of this scientist as it
was presented te schoolchildren.

Now Nguyen Cong Tieu is 81
years old. I found him again in
“ Narcissus Corner’’ in Ngoc Ha,
the land of flowers.

Azolla ponds, peach trees, lon-
gane trees, arecas, and mangoes.
Always near him was his wife
who seems to have looked after
his work or his health all her
life. Every morning, a friend or
one of his grandsons acts as se-
cretary for his work on science
or poetry. By his side was a
table on which one could see a
few books and a little punch
which enables lhim to write in
spite of his blindness.

18

In a corner there was a small
zinc coffer which is a wonderful
story in itself. Once upon a time
there lived a silversmith by the
name of Nguyen Xuong who was
an ardent lover of science. He
admired Ngoyen Cong Tieu and
made the review °‘Science '’ his
companion. He owned the whole
collection of 232 numbers pub-
lished over ten years, learned to
make soap and other things by
himself and he had become the
“ master of sciences " in his re-
gion. During the first resistance
war, when the French came to
his province, he put his collection
into a cask and buried it. After
victory, he learned that during
the war Mr Tieu had lost virtu-
ally all his library — some seven
cupboards of books and docu-
ments — so the silversmith had
his son bring to Narcissus corner
the whole collection of reviews
as a token of his admiration and
gratitude. The books are there
now in that zinc coffer. Nguyen
Cong Tien has inscribed on it the
words “Something will remain...”’
That was his reply to a line by
some poet : * Nothing will remain
in a hundred years' time.”’

*
L J

When asked to speak about of

his life_and work, Nguyen Cong
Tien took out a book from a small
leather bag he always kept within
reach : *“ A Short Biography of
Vietmamese Authors.’ < They
write about my life in newspapers
and books, " he said, “ but what
is said here is quite enough. Lock
at page 42... " There were indeed
on that page a few lines marked
off in red:

Tha most industrious resesrch-
er in agriculturs is Nguyen
Cong Tieu; the first in our coun-
iry to have studied the use of
azolla as a fertilizer, in < The
Mysteries of Azolla’ (1034) and
* Researches on Azolla’ (1935).
He has also published many
studies on plonis in * The Won-
ders o} the Universe’ (1924).

The old man’'s modesty counld
not satisfy my curiosity...

Nguyen Cong Tiem had been
bred a country man in his child-
hood. By the end of the 19th cen-
tury, few people from his village,
Tra Bo, had seen the capital,
though it was not so far from
Hanoi. This land of unequal fer-
tility produced ‘ jackfruit and
apples at one end of the district,
river tortoises and water nuts at
the other, and water melon and
sweet potatoes in the centre. ”
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Nguyen Cong Tieu learned Chin-
ese characters till he was seven-
teen, then was attracted by what
was a mystery at that time: how
could the vyield of rice increase
markedly with the use of a small
quantity of azolla as fertilizer ?
Azolla was rare and precious. It
was known to raise the rice yield
but no one knew why. People had
to go very far to get some, and
only one family in Thai Binh knew
the secret of preservingit, which
they kept jealously. The secret
was handed down only to the
daughters-in-law, on condition
that they cut their hair and swore
before the household god not
to divulge it. Daughters were
kept out of it, for ‘*daughters
will be other people’s children,”’
as the saying goes.

Nguyen Cong Tieu thonght
that if he was to solve this prob-
lem one day, he shonld first of
all have his hair cut (he had
been wearing it in a chignon in
the old fashion), and stop this
eternal reciting of the sentences
on the Three Kings and the Five
Emperors. Then he set abont
learning the guos sgu (1) and took
the pseudonym of Minh Nong(z).

That was a bold thing to do
at the beginning of the zoth cen-
tury. Besides, the “Western”

Nguyen Cong Tiew with his
wife and youngest daughier.
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pen and paper for the study of
the Quoc Ngu were rare and pre-
cious as gold. After finishing his
primary schooling, Nguyen Cong
Tieu went to the “College du Pro-
tectorat ”” in Hanoi where he
graduated as a ‘‘bachelier of the
new school’’ which opened to him
the career of #ri phu or iri
huyen (3), or of a ‘mandarin
physician.”” But he chose the
Higher School of Agriculture and
Sylviculture and in 1922 addressed
his first study on azolla to the
Pan-Pacific Congress held in Java.

The “Indochinese Council of
Scientific Research,’” the ultimate
goal of which was to exploit In-
dochinese resources to the utmost
to enrich the “‘mother country,”
admitted the young researcher
among its members. The French
Government gave itself a good
conscience by showing that it was
also concerned about the “*devel-
opment of the natives under its
protection. ' Nguyen Cong Tieu
was not deceived, and in 1931 he
inserted a **Note for Our Readers”’
into the first number of his re-
view “Science,”” stating that “a
man of science holds false fame
in contempt,” that he woulkl
“never keep his discoveries for
his own profit, but wounld propa-
gate them for the sake of the
common well-being,”” and calling

on ali his “‘comrades’’ tocontrib-

ute {o the review,

The note caused o great scandal
among the colonial administra-
tion. It took a long time to ex-
plain exactly what was meant by
“comrades’’ to avert the charges
of communism...

Nguyen Cong Tieu spent years
behind his microscope before
discovering the “secret’’: the pe-
tiole of the azolla leaf is pierced
with tiny holes through which
something like a string of pearls
juts out. This string is a micro-
scopic plant of the same species
as blue algae, which lives in
azolla, fixes nitrogen from the air
and transforms it to feed itself
and feed its prop in organic ni-
trogen. When azolla dies, this
nitrogen is transmitted to the
young rice plant.

For long years Nguyen Cong
Tien set himseli to propagate the
benefits of his discovery which
had created an inexhauastible
source of natural nitrogeneous
fertilizer. Unlike the functionaries
of his time, he used to go into the

(1) Vietnamese national scripé
(in Roman alphabet).

(2) Morning cock’s crow.

(3) District mandarins.
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with his azolla secds
and made untiring propaganda for
it. Most often his arlour met with
the indifference of landowners
and farmers, For the former
the land rents were the same,
with or without azolla: for the
latter, a ricefield that was too
productive might incite the land-
owner to give it to a higher
bidder...

ricefields

He ncvertheless pursued his
researches with vigour. He lost
his sight when he was hardly
fifty, while in full possession of
his intellectual faculties.

But his fight was not in vain.
Today there is mno ricefield
without azolla; it has its place
in every peasant household and
every farm co-op in Viet Nam.
It is still difficult to evaluate
fully the trememndous changes
it has brought about in the Viet-
namese countryside.

What Nguyen Cong Tieu calls
t the second useful thing I have
done in my life " is named ** Hoa
Quoc Khanh™ (1). It is a flower
of the narcissus family which
includes ncarly one hundred
species.

Daring his trips around the
world Nguyen Cong Tieu carried
on 4 continuous search for plants
capable of acclimatizing them-
selves to his country. It wason
ihe shores of the Nile that he
discovered the hemanthus multi-
florus of which a specialist said
in 1g64: “It iz like a parasol,
18 to 20 centimetres in diameter,
round like a disk; it is bright
red  and marked with golden
stamens, just the colours of our
national flag. Its peduncles are
linked te a long wvertical stem,
proudly erect- Because of its
colours and its flowering period
which coincides with our nation-

al day, it has been named Hoa
Quoc Khanh.”

Recounting this lile, we can't
help c¢omparing it to that of
Linne, that Swedish naturalist
of the 18th century, who said:
< 1{ 1 have some lalent, it is my
duty to put it to the service of
my motherland.’”” If Nguyen Cong
Tien's researches have been
diverse — studies on the * dyke-
piercing ** $ish, tanning of hides,
glass dyeing, distillation of per-
fumes, etc., — they have always
closely related to the concrete
problems of his country, and their
results have contributed to the
well-being of his people. He has
lived and struggled with them so
that, in a hundred yecars' time,
something will remain...

TRAN LE VAN

{1) National Day Flower.

BOOKS AND
PERIODICALS

REVIEW OF PHILOSOPHY
(Tap chi triet hoc)

Review of Philosophy N°.1  appeared in
1973 soon afier the signing of the Paris Agree-
ment. Seven issues have since Deen published-
The review deals with subjects concerning
revolutionary developments in Viet Nam, the
anti-imperialist struggle and socialist construc-
tion. The **building of the new man,’' among
other matters, has also been the topic of many
articles. The new ethics have been discussed by
several authors. Criticism of currents of thought
in foreign countries such as structuralism is
appearing but this does not constitute a prin-
cipal point of concentration. Analysis of the

realities of Viet Nam, including those in South
Viet Nam, is preponderant. The current
ideologies in Saigon are the subject of more or
less claborate studies and criticism.

Studies of the history of ideologies in Viet
Nam and of mnational traditions are also
frequently found.

1t is certain that in the light of Marxism
many problems appearing in the course of
revolutionary development are exciting subjects.
However, owing to the novelty of the subjects
and the fact that most of the researchers are
newcomers to the field (philosophy asa branch
of science was not-existent under the colonial
regime), the studies which have been mads so
far are still sketches and first essays.

Still, the review is interesting, with the pro-
blems it evokes for our reflection.
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and the T'oreign Ministry of the DRVN issued
statements strongly condemning the US for
increasing military and economic aid to Nguven
Van Thiea in order to allow him to continue
the war and undermine the Paris Agreement.

— The US House Foreign Affairs Committee
tabled a report denouncing the Nixon Adminis-
tration {or increasing US military personnel in
Cambodia {o serve as advisers to Lon Nol's
army, thus violating the US Congress resolution
on the Cambodian issue.

— According to official American sources, on
August z, three more B-352's were brought back
to the United States from Thailand, thus reduc-
ing the number of B-52’s left in Thailand to
17. By the end of this year the US forces re-
maining in Thailand will be around 27,000
men and 350 tactical and support aircrafit.

— The PRG of the Republic of South Viet
Nam issucd a statement condemning the Sai-
gon adminisiration for feverishly stepping up
the so-called *¢ programme for migration, reset-
tlement and the opening up of new land and
establishment of new econormic centres, ™’ which
is, in essence, a manccuvre aimed at encroach-
ing upon the PRG zone-

— Phrnom Penh shelled heavily by Cambodian
liberation forces.

5. roth anniversary of the victory over the
first US air attack on North Viet Nam after
the ‘*« Tonkin Incident. ”” Hanoi papers warned
the US of its eventual failure, no matter what
modern means of war it might use, if it con-
tinued to support the Saigon clique.

— Strong public pressure has forced Saigon’s
puppet lremier, Tran Thien Khiem, to an-
nounce the dismissal of a number of provincial
heads, mayors and government officials, and
the postponmement of the < legalization’ of
election results in Qui Nhon and Phu Yen, and
to promise to carry out investigations concern-
ing the elections in other localities. Prior to
this, on July 24, 1974, the * Election Council ”
of Quang WNgai province had to declare the
annalment of its election results, as cases of
frund had been revealed by the population.

6. Signing of an agrcement between the
DRVN and Switzerland in Hanoi concerning
assistance to be given by the Swiss Govern-
ment in the construction of a plywood factory
in the DIRVN.

— Approval by the US House of Representa-
tives of a reduction in US military aid to
Saigon from one billion to 7oo million dollars.

7. On August 6 and 7, 1974, Thicu’s planes
bombed the town of Loc Ninh and surrounding
areas in hundreds of sorties, causing heavy
losses to the population in men and property.

- The Liberation fighters in Quang Da prov-
ince overran the Thuong Duc district centre
and its military sub-sector {a starting point for
encroachment operations), 40 km south west
of Da Nang, wiping out the whole enemy gar-
risonr there and liberating 11,000 people.

8. The DRVN economic delegation, headed
by Vice-Premier Le Thanh Nghi, Member of
the T’olitical Bureau of the Party Central Com-
mittee, returned to Hanoi after a friendship
tour to several fraternal socialist countries.

— Souvanna Phouma, L.ao Premier, signed an
order relegating the premiership to Phoumi
Vongvichit, Vice-I’remier and Foreign Minister
of the Provisional Government of National
Union of Laos, during his absence abroad for
medical treatment.

9. The USS Ranger was cruising off the
coast of Binh Dinh province to support Thieu's
acts of war there.

— Nixon's resignation. Gerald Ford assumed
the presidency.

Two hours after Nixon’s resignation, the
American Chargé d’Affajres in Saigon called on
Tran Thien Khiem to assure him that American
policies toward the Saigon puppet regime would
remain unchanged.

10. PLAF shelling of Bien Hoa air base, Five
5.F’s were damaged and several pilots killed,
enemy sources admitted.

— Saigon issued a statement praising Nixon’s
contribution to the US war of aggression in
South Viet Nam. Thien said at Vong Tan:
¢ Mr Nixon’s commitment to the Republic of
Viet Nam has been far-reaching and system-
atic. ”’

12. Gerald Ford’'s maiden speech, in which he
declared that the US would continue to give
military and economic aid to Saigon and
PPhnom Penh.

— Samdech Penn Nouth, Premier of the Royal
Government of Natiopnal Union of Cambodia,
totally rejected the deceitful proposal by the
Phnom Penh traitors for ‘*unconditional ne-
gotiations '’ and reaffirmed the resolve of the
Cambodian people to fight against the US
aggressors and their stooges until Norodont
Sihanouk’s s5-point declararion of March 23,
1970, is fully realized.

13. Approval by the US Senate Foreign Re-
lations Commiitee of a draft bill setting eco-
nomic and military aid to foreign countries at
2.5 billion dollars for the fiscal year 1974-1975.
The draft bill puts maximum aid to South Viet
Nam at 1.28 billion dollars (7oo million dollars
in military aid, 420 million in economic and
160 million for the *“Food for Peace’ prog-
ramme). Maximuin aid to Cambodia is put at
147 million dollars and to Laos, at 100 million.
(In the fiscal year 1973-74, aid to South Viet
Nam was 1.57 billion dollars, Cambodia — 688
million dollars, and Laos — 127 million},

— Since the beginning of August, the Thieu
administration has been scraping the bottom
of the barrel in My Tho province. It has been
enticing yonng boys of 13 or 14 to enlist by
offering them a monthly pay of 6.000 piastres.

15. The Foreign Ministry of the Republic of
South Viet Nam issued a statement strongly
condemning the new US administration for its
stubborn adherence to Nixon’s policies.
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JULY

17. A large meeting was held in the liberated
zone of Cambodia to welcome back the National
United Front of Kampuchea delegation, led by
Mr Khieuw Samphan, Deputy Prime Minister,
and Mr Jeng Sary, Special Advisor at the
Deputy Prime Minister’s Office, after its
successful friendship tour to a number of
friendly countries.

18. At o session of the US Senate Sub-com-
mittee on Refugees, Senator Edward Kennedy
denounced the Nixon administraticn for grant-
ing aid to the Saigon administration in order
to maintain the war economy and prolong the
war in South Viet Nam.

— The Liberation fighters in (Quang Nam
province launched counter-attacks against Sai-
gon land-grabbers and took complete control
of the fortified positions of Nong Son — Trung
Phuoc, annihilating two of Thiew’s main-force
battalions and liberating 13,000 pcople.

— In Vientiane, the Lao Datriotic IForces
side criticized and condemned the Vientianc
ultra-rightists for stationing and alerting their
troops near the capital, despatching mililary
pelice to rcinforece Vientiane police in various
guarters, nsing their hirelings for provocative
activities against the headquarters of the
Patriotic Forces’ delegation and distributing
slanderous leaflcts against Princes Souvanna
Phouma and Souphancuvong and other
personalities.

19. The South Viet Nam PLAF shelled Da
Nang airport, destroying or damaging 1o
aircraft and 24 armoured vehicles, setting on
fire 5 million litres of gasoline and killing 300
enemy troops, including (oo pilots and
technicians.

-- Seventh devatuation of the Saigon piasire
since the beginning of 1974 {and the second in

July). The present rate of exchange: 040
piastres to the dollar.
20. The Royal Govermment of National

Union of Cambedia decided to nationalize all
rubber plantations in the areas under its
control as from July 20, 1074.

22. The Thicu regime despatched an additional
2,500 psychological warfare agents to villages
and hamlets so as to tighten cohtrol on the
population. On the same day, in a talk with 82
pro-government representatives, Thieu spoke of
restructuring the ** Democratic ' party.

24. The first session ol the Committec for Eoo-
nomic, Scientific and Technological Co-operation
between the Soviet Union and Viet Nam was
held in Moscow. The function of the committee
is to study co-operation between the Soviet
Union and the DRVN and Soviet assistance to
the DRVN in the rehabilitation and construc-

1974)

tion of many major economic projects.

— The Vientiane side in the Provisional
Government of National Union of Laos formed
the so-called * Committece for Co-Ordinated
Action of the Vientiane Side,’’ with Leunam
Insisiengmay, Vice-Premier (Vientiane side), as
its president and Sisouk Na Champassak, Delen-
ce Minister (Vientiane side}, as its secretary.

25. Statement by the spokesman of the
Repubiic of South Viet Nam's Ministry  of
Foreign Affairs: the drafting by the Saigon
administration of a joint agreement with any
international geological survey company, for
the exploration of natural resources along the
continental shelf of Central Viet Nam and in
the Mekong Delta, is illegal,

26. I'ran Thien Khiem (Saigon Premier) and
his cabinet were interpellated for 13 hours on
end by 38 of the 154 representatives present
at the hearings on the implementation of the
Paris Agreement, corruption, etlc. After the
hearings, 23 Saigon representatives issued a
statemient demanding that the US and Thieu
seriously implement the Paris Agreement and
ex~ressing “* no confidence ** in Thieu.

27. 300 Catholic prieéts in Southern Nam
Bo held a teach-in in Can Tho to condemn the
Thieu administration’s corruption.

28, From July r to 18, 1974, the Americans
and the Vientiane ultra-rightists ilew more
than 100 sorties over the Laoc liberated zone.
Meanwhile, on orders from the US, the reac-
tionary Thai administration sent an additienal
120 Thal troops to Paksan to reinforce the
ultra-rightists in T.aos.

26 The Saigon administration cancelled the
Saigon—TLoc Ninh regular Haison f{light and
refused to supply water to the PRG delegation
as from July 2¢.

AUGUST

1. An aircraft of Lon Nol's air force was hit
when it was about to bomb lL.on Nol's Palace.

—(wing to public pressure, Thai Premier Sanya
Thatomasak had to order the confiscation of
the properties of Thanom, Praphas aild Narong
(valued at over one million pounds) but the
thirec men were given 6o days within which to
lodge an appeal for the return of those proper-
ties which they could prove to be *lawful "’
earnings.

— At o session of the Indian Parliament,
Indian Foreign Minister S. Singh declared that
india would recognize the PRG in the near
future. Thieu’s reaction to his stalement was
vejectedd by the Indian Foreign Minister as
“ valueless, '’

2. On August 1 and 2, 1974, the Toreign
Ainistry of the Republic of South Viet Nam

(Continued on page 31)
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