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T Hli 1.iIidespread popular 
denz.onstrat1:ons in Smtth 

V£et Sam against iVguyen Van 
Thieu- have continu.ed UJith 
incr,~asing vigour this month. 

The Buddhists, Catholics, 
journalists ,intellectuats and 
students have Deen joined by 
basinessmen, /j;aY invalids, 
"depu,ties" and .. represent­
atic'es 0/ the people," even by 
members 0/ the p"ppet ad'min' 
istration and army. 

~Ve'l£l organi::ations ha-ve par­
ticipated in the struggle, no­
tably the Committee ior the 
Freedorn oi the Press and P1.£b­
t1:caNon, itlC Committee jor 
the De/ence 0/ the ,11ar"el StaU 
Keeper', IJlI~rests, the Com­
mittee jor the [Jejenee oj the 
Workers (.lIa"ual and [ntel­
leet"al). At least t,"O of the 
largest 0rgan-i::.:at-ions - the 
Fro II! against Famine and the 
Forces jar ~Vati()nal l\econ­
ciliation - ha'ue seen u tre­
mendous gruwth in af,'l'ttOsi aU 
provincial capitals "'liere pop­
ttlar demonstrations are n01~ 
rapidly jollowi11g each other. 

The strength oj the c"rrent 
-mass movenunl again.st Thieu. 
stems jrom the solidarity that 
Hnited its various components. 

1'h"s the Hue Catholics' ufien­
s-ive against corrll,ption in nne­
diately received the support 
from the B"ddhists of Saigon 
who. jar their part. launched a 
slntggle fot national reconcilia­
tion and concord. The Pop­
ular Front Against Fa.mi;lc 
came into being on the basis 0/ 
a union betH/een ,-'arioHs fJolit­
ieal, religious, student' and 
women's forflls. 

This solidarity 0/ the mili­
taHts is understandable.- their 
common target is Nguyen Van 
Thiel<. the principal agent of 
(:5 i'lnpcrialis,lt, whose main­
[.enance at the head oj the Saigon 
administration means continu,ed 
war a'nd the 'i,liolation 0 i the 
principles oj the f>aris .-igree­
ment regarding the restoration 
oj peace, llle rcalizaf-ioll oj 
natiunal cO'H(ord, the g1tarantee 
01 del1'Wcraiic jreedoms and the 
advance of So"th Viet :V.m 
to'{jlards a iu..t'i-£re tree from cor­
ruption, /amine: a~ul other 
social sconrges. 

The actions taken by the 
urban masses oj South Viet 
Nam have not. ouly -increa,sed l:n 
scope; t.here is also a lle~l' 
forcef'ulness in the air. As an 
exam,ple 'li!e may consider the 
journalists. On October '3, all 
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the ,SaigoN lIe'l:.<spa;hers, except 
two or three oj Thieu's rags, 
sltsjJeJl(/ed jJublicatioli jar olle 
day. Un October 2I, tile salile 
papers decided }lu/ to reproduce 
the lIe(£'s givell by iile adminis­
tration and }lot to send corre­
spuJldents to .1 go-vernmental ,. 
press conferences. a/I October 
23, three journalists' associa­
tions issued a joiut statement 
demanding the disrnissal oj 
Hoang D,ltc i.Vha, Thien's 
nephew "ltd JIinister /or In/or­
ination, a man 'well knozi)1't for 
his corruptness and the" hang­
man" of the press (and he has 
at last had to resign). 

Everything adds to the 
impression that the movement 
against Thien is irreversible 
and will stop only when an 
administration standing jar 
peace, national concord, and 
the serious imple-Htentation 01 
the Paris Agreement on Viet 
Nam has been set up in Saigon. 

Natttrally, feeling his polit­
ical su,rvival in danger, NgHyen 
Van Thiel-t has taken meaSHres 
to ward ojl the assattlts oj the 
people. In a damagogic move 
he jettisoned a }lltmber oj his 
most exposed henchmen. He 
-made vag'He pr()'mises about 
" government res/wljles," c/tan­
ges in the press regulations, a 
solution to the problem oj cor· 
rltption withi'n three n-z.onths ... 
In order to divert pl/blic aiten­
lion he ordered his ",tderliugs 
to organize a J-novement agains! 
d social vices" (sic). He also 
mobilized his thugs to eventually 
stage a big ,. cMmter - demon· 
stration "in front oj his palace 
shottting "Support to the 
Presidl3nt " and demanding 
"sanctions" against the O,D­
position. Thieu has /orhiddeJ/ 
his" soldiers, policemen, civil 
servants and cadres" to talte 
part in demonstrations. Radio 
Saigon renzinded tile po pula­
tion that demonstra#ons (,'ere, 
in principle, prohibited. Fhen, 
on October I9, the region 01 
Saigon ~'as jJtd on the alert 
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and the military were con/i'ned 
to barracks. 

Iu his October I tele-vised 
speech, Fhieu intentionally 
accused the mOl'ements express­
ing Ihe popular will of being 
"coillmunist.inspired." II, foy 
political reasons, his police has 
juiled to lIlake any open i}lter· 
'L'entiun against the people'S 
meet ings and ,narches J terroris,l't 
ZJ/as nonetheless e~lidellt in the 
discret liqt-tidatioll oj sf'Hdent 
leaders aud the stealthy moves 
oj welt-camoullaged secret agents 
agaills! those social st-rata and 
personalities 11/110, -in the eyes 
oj Thien and his Yankee mas­
ters, were considered Lo be -most 
da1lgerous ... Tn the meantime, 
Thiett conjidelltiailv sent a 
plan called "Comet," dated 
Se/Jtember 22, 10 tlw leaders 0/ 
the arm)" the police Ilnd the 
administration. His purpose is 
to cia",!} down un the popalar 
move-ment throltgh the applica­
tion of martial law and the 
"total liqnidalion" 0/ those 
opposing Mm. provoking the 
disintegration oj the opposition 
jorces and so 1JUlJl(cU'vring that 
the facts 0/ the silnation are 
twisted and hidden jrom public 
opinion at home and abroad. 

According to ,_ell·injarmed 
SOltrCeS, this plan had lIIet "'ilh 
the approval 0/ many respollsible 
ojlicials oj tile [,'S L"lIlbassy in 
Saigon. i'/i-is is becu1I,se, while 
preparing /01' all eventual 
change, the US authorities are 
con-tin-uillg jar the t-ime being to 
swjJport the i.Vgwyen Van Thie'H, 
administration. l'Jze statements 
lnade on October 8 bv Clements, 
US Ullder Secretary'oj Dejense, 
and OJI Uctoher 20 by the US 
Fmbassy in Saigon still insisted 
on the llaessity of g-i'uing suu­
s/antial aid to Thieu. ['S ojfi­
rials ttsed this as al1 OPPOI'­
LU1tity to 'malle new threats oj 
sending l '~~' az'-r and navallorces 
back to South J'iet Naill, taki1lg 
rare to repeat their ou'er-~£sed 

slaJlders mja-i!lst the DHT'lV as 
a ittstification jor their belhg­
erency. 

The Ford administration 
obstinatelyrej"ses 10 take into 
account tlte clearly expressed 
jeelings of the South Vietnamese 
,trban population, which are 
echoed by the American people, 
desires welt-reflected in the 
attit",ie oj Ihe US Congress. 
Washington's ejloris to rescae 
Thie-lt were recently expressed 
in the convening 0/ a con/er­
ence in Paris under the aegis 
of the US· dominated World 
Bank, with a vie'lJ' to granting 
a so·called "JII11Uilalel'al aid" 
to Thie11. Q'ltite a lew govern­
ments oj the IVestern world 
instly refused to participate in 
.'>'uch an acti01t, which was obvi­
ously contrary to the pr;lIciples 
0/ the Paris Agreement on I-Tiet 
;.Vam. 

The Vietnamese people's po­
sition regarding the Cltrrent 
s-ituaf1:on 'z'n .South Fie! Xam 
is clear. It was !",blicly stated 
by the P RG in its October 8, 
I974 Statement: 

- The US Go,'cnmzent must 
pHI a complete and definitive 
end Lo aLl military iwvolven-tent 
and all i"terference in the 
',1Ieftlal alfairs of Soltth Viet 
Ham and withdraw jrom Soltth 
Viet Z\'am alt US military 
personnel d£sgu,£scd as ci'L'ilians, 
in conlon-nity 'l.£'z'th the pr07)i­
siolls 01 the Paris Agreement. 

Ngu,ycJl rall Thi!'lt and 
his clique, the 'main orJstacle to 
th" settle me lit of the presenl 
political probleills of South 
Viet ;\'am, JJl-'u,st be o'-,'ertitrou!JI. 
A'!! adlJlinistration standing jar 
peace, national concord, lInd 
the strict implemellt7:zlioll oj the 
Paris ilgnemenf IIlusl he set 
"Up in Saigon. 

Onlv such all admiJlistralioN 
can hold real negotiatiolls u'itli 
the PR(~' (llld meet file SOlith 
I -ietnamese people's asjJi ratioJls 
jor peace, illdeihelldence, de­
lJlol'J'acy~ "(JUe)' li"L'illg condi­
t-ioJIS aJ/d natioJlal COl/cord, 
iJi accordance 7t!ilh the Paris 
:lgreemel/t. 
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Still an American War 

WHEN US President Gerald Ford ga ve aSSurar.ce 
to the Saigon Foreign Minister U1l OctlJber 3 
that Saigon would receIve maximum military 

and economic aid, he was unwittingly giving a 
reply to anyone who still has doubts about tht" 
origin, natllI'e and significance of the serioLls 
events now taking place in South Viet Nam. 

The US officials ha; ... e t<1.k~:n pains to explain their 
actions. During a visit to _\ustralia early in 1970, 
Agnew, the then Vice-President, reassure"l his allies; 
"First let me make clear that, despite a great deal 
of speculatIOn and Tumour, we are nut withd/"Uiving 
from .-isia IIlId the Pacific \Ve have said before, 
8nd I say it again today, that the L':S will kelp its 
tYmtv com.llI.itll!(Jlt ... " (Uur emph<:.tsis-Ed.) However, his ~tatemen!. contained nothing new. 

His predecessors, from EisenhO\\'er, Kennedy, John­
son to Nixon, h~\Ve said the same thing ~lgain and 
again. Ford's statement just shows how stubborn 
\\'ashington remains, despite the Changes in its 
methods. US imperialism is still pursuing the same 
end while modifying only the meallS. 

WaShington's new orientation reflects the deep 
cllanges taking place in the balance of forces on a 
world scale. The L;nited States, conscious of havillg 
lost its supremacy -- economically and militarily as 
well, of course, as pOlitically and psycholugically_ 
has to adapt itself to a new situation. Neo-colonial_ 
ism is trying to be nwre unobtrusive, The specta­
cular deploym(cnt ()r LS forces abroad is over; now 
it is only a "sharing of responsibilities" bvtweell 
the l~S and its "allies." The US is to give ma.:'.t­
mum aid in many ways to ib friends so that they 
will be abJe to suppress any internal "subversion." 
The (JS is only playing the role of mentor and 
financial backer, the guardian of "civilization" and 
"universal values." 

This policy is apparently all the more feasible in 
South Viet Nam \'lhere Washington has, for the 
last - a years, maue great efforts to rig up one of 
the most solid nco-cofoni,llist machines. 

Officered, trained, equipped, maintained and 
commanded by the _\Jnericans, the Saigon army and 
police after 20 years have come to be among Ow 
most numerous in the world, with over one million 
reguL.u troops and 400,000 memoers of the {rarious 
p,l.l'amilitary :)rganizations. The Saigon air forc" 
with its 2,000 aircraft is the third largest in the 
wtnlJ. -\ large n'pressive apparatus has been ouilt 
up, with ;L 120,oOo-stronc; police force and a thou­
semel prisons in which 200,000 political prisoner:;, 
arc kept. Democratic freedoms are reduced to tht-: 
minimum. 

\iV~ith the apparatus having been already set up, 
a few billion dollars art' sufficient to maintain it 
and make it work: seeking to clH-ck the PRG, 
o;uptJressing all signs oi opposition and shelving 
;,i)/e rlit the illlplementation of the Paris Agreement. 

Nguyen \'an TlIicH has repeatedly said that his 
regime C<lnnot survive wirhout {'S aid. \\lithin its 
aid program, the US has been supplying Saigon 
with everything it needs to stay alive, financing­
over 86'\, oJ Saigon's total revenue. The participa­
tiun uf over haa a million (1S troops in the war 
was but an extreme lllf'<1surc to S3-ve the puppet 
regime on the verge of" collapse. ~ow the situation 
has been normalized, the main role again l'ests with 
the Saigon anny-_ t11(; (;13 have left, but lIS pol­
icy remain::. ullchanged. 

NixoIl reaffirmed this cOllnnilnwnt when he 
chose the e .... e of the initialling of the Paris 
Agreement, Jan. 24, 1973, to state tbat the US 
recognizecl Thieu's Government as the "sule 
legitmate government of South Viet ~arn." The 
signing of the Agreement was postponed f"or three 
months to allow the massive shipments of l'S \\ ar 
materials to South Viet Nam, coupled with an ru­
precedented air attack on North Viet I\am, tbe 
blitzkrieg of December 1972. 

.-\tter the signing of the Agreement, the military 
and economic aid given to Saigon in 1973 increased 
to over 2·2 billion. Testifying before the- lJS Senate 
Subcommittee on )'lay T, 197 -{, Fred BranIman, 
Director of the Indochina Resource Center, said that 
93% of "CS aid was destined for the war. In spite 
of the restrictions imposed by Congress, the White 
House and the I Jentagon have resorted to all sorts 
of wiles in order to channel £inanciaJ aid to Thieu. 
Thus, just at the movement when Saigon was 011 

the point of finishing all the money allotted to it 
by the US for the current fisc3.1 year, the discovery 
of an "error" in the Pentagon's accounts enabled i~ 
provide Saigon with an addition,tl 266 million dollars. 
According to Senator Abourezk, a law on "Alimen~ 
Ltion and fOdeler", dating from 1861, had been ex~ 
ploited by the PentagoIl to get --- without Congress' 
aut.horization nearly 5 billion dollars between 
1900 and 1972, 2 billions of which were spent on 
the war in Sontheast Asia. 

The WIIslling!,);; "ost reported that Gerald Ford's 
first meeting with the Security Council was devoted 
to discussing waYi tl) I'estore the 300 million dol­
lars cut dowlJ from thf' military aid to South Viet 
Nam. 

Thus keeping Viet Nam \ ... ·ithin the neo..,colonialist 
ol'bit, by war' if necessary, H'lllains one of the main 
preoccupations of the White House. Here Ford has 
lined up hehind Ilis predecessors. 

In his tdevised speech 011 October I, [97-f, Nguyen 
Van 1'hiell himself declared with :1 typically Amer" 
ican candolll': "\Ve llUlSt shed our blood, and the 
(TS will snpply ll'i \'lith arms and ammunition. In 
this way, tlh~ I'S can help us for a long time 
without needing to keep over half a million GIs 
hert'." 

Thieu - ur anyone who may replace him _ is 
but a (.HIppet; the mastenllind is in Washington. 
Foni-Kissinger me pursuiIlg the same \var policy as 
the Ni.\:on-Kissinger tandem. \Ve know where that 
policy may lead to. 

:\.H. 
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The Saigon Regime 

The Question of Political Prisoners 
South • In 

IT is universally known that, at 
the time the Paris Agreement 
was signed, the ~guyen Van 

Thieu administration was holding 
more than 200,000 political pris~ 
Oilers. Twenty months have pass­
ed since then. Now, in Viet ),lam 
and the whole world over, a new 
wa vt' of struggle against Thieu is 
:surging to demand the release 
of all political prisoners. Every­
where hundreds of organizations 
are being formed to fight for their 
freedom. 

OUf American friends held a 
Week of Concern for South 
Vietnamese Political Prisoners 
(from September 29 to October 
6, 1974), and issued the" Call to 
Conscience" demanding the re­
lease of all politi~al prisoners and, 
pending their release, a full invest­
igation of Thieu's prisons by 
international organizations. They 
are requesting foreign countries 
to stop aid to the Thieu regime, 
for in their opinion, aid means 
more brutal suppression and so 
long as foreign governments 
finance 85% of Thieu's budget, 
prisoners will continue to be 
detained and the war will go on. 

Support for that Week has 
come in various forms from many 
countr:es, such as the 8m.'iet 
Union, the GDR, Sweden, Can­
ada, New Zealand, France, etc. 
Various committees for the release 
of South Vietnamese political 
prisoners set up in Western 
European countries have met to 
co-ordinate their activities. The 
Stockholm Conference on Indo­
china held a two-day session on 
October 13 and 14. 1974 to con­
sider the question of the prisoners 
and the war crimes committed 
by the Thieu clique. 

It is stipulated by the Paris 
Agreement that the return of all 
civilian detainees should be com­
pleted within 90 days after the 
cease-fire comes into effect. But 

Viet Nam Remains Unsolved 

what is the policy of the Saigon 
go\'ernment on this issue? 

I. Forgillg dossiers tl) presellt. 
political prisoJu'rs as commmi 
criminals (lnd so 'not to 1)1' I'l'll'ased 

Circular No. 758/H~V..\.0; of 
the Saigon Ministry of the ln~ 
terior, Telegram No. 7I67/N2 
dated April :,), 1973 signed by 
Co!. !\;gu~'en Van Giai on behalf 
of the National PoliCf~ Commander 
and Thieu's secret messages to 
the provinces have revealed this 
dark scheme of theirs. 

Carrying out Thieu's orders, the 
prison superintendents have re­
sorted to deception. persuasion, 
pressure and even sheer force in 
order to make the prisoners sign 
forged clossiers presenting them­
selves as common criminals. 

In this connection, three cases 
can be mentioned: 

-~ In July 1973, 200 political 
prisoners at Hac Lieu jail were 
compelled to sign dossiers clas­
sifying themselves as common 
criminals. 

- On janual-Y 29 and 30, 1973, 
50,000 political prisoners wen' 
re-classifierl as common criminals. 

- Between April 30 and 1iay 
r 5, 1973, 4,o7·~ political prisoners 
in Poulo Condor were likewise 
re-classified as common criminals. 

2. Presenting political prisonas 
as .. rallied" to the Saigon sid!! 

Truncheons, rods, sticks and 
tear-gas grenades are cemmon 
methods of torture in order to 
compel political prisoners to agree 
that they have" rallied" to the 
Saigon side. 

Two cases ill point arc the sav­
age treatment of 700 women pris­
oners at Jail No. 4. Poulo Con­
dor Prison camp, and 103 political 
prisoners at Ward No.6, Quang 
Ngai Prison as a means of ('xtract­
iug a declaration that they were 

" rallying" to Saigon. In the lat­
ter case. many among the 103 
prisoners were afterwards taken 
a\vay to an u;nknown destination. 

3. Announcing the "release" 
and "riberation " oj prisoners 
without actually retHrning them. 
followed by their secret liquidation 

- It was announced on Febru­
ary 15, 1973 that 400 prisoners of 
Nha Trang jail would be set free. 
HoweVer they were actually taken 
the folJowing day to Poulo Con­
dor and r82 political prisoners 
there were brought back to various 
prisons on the mainland, where 
finally, on March 15. 1974, a 
number of them were liquidated. 

- On April IS. 1973, in Tay 
~inh province the release of Z5 
political prisoners was announced. 
Tbey were actually murdered 
on the bank of the Ban Keo river 
at Long Thanh village and their 
bodies thrown into the river. 

- On July 22, 1973. 43 politi­
cal prisoners from Quang Ngai 
prison were released without b\ling 
given any papers. On their way 
home, they were re-arrested by 
the police on charges of "crimi­
nal offenses". 

4. Deceiving the prisoners in tv 
thinking they were going to be re­
leased and secretly murdering them. 

- On l\Iay ~I and 22, 1973, 
IOO political prisoners in Poulo 
Condor were taken to Tan Hiep 
and told they would be released. 
They were, in fact, murdered 
aftenvards. 

~ At the beginning of July 
1973. 50 more political prisoners 
detained in Poulo Condor were 
told that they would be returned. 
In fact, they were secretly trans­
ferr~d to jails in Kontum and 
Pleiku. 

- On the night of July 24.1973, 
700 political prisoners were gath­
ered from various prisons in the 
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Saigon region and told they w("re 
on the ,vay to the return site· 
Instead thev W0re taken to Poulo 
Condor. > 

:) . . 1Iov·ill{; prisoners about in!!!!. 
(,'tlC pr'ison to another thus 1'J/akinr; 
it dijlicult JOY the public to learn 
(lj their whereabouts bt~t easy jor 
Thien to armne,c 101' their el'cl1tllal 
liquidation 

This measure has been vigorous> 
ly applied in almost all prisons. 

- On January 28, 1973. 300 
political prisoners in Phu Quoc 
jail were taken to Soc Trang; 
among them 50 were sorted out 
to be thrown into the sea from 
helicopters. 

. - On Februarv q, 1973. 143 
political prisoners were carried 
in :-:;even lorries from Kien Phong . 
jail to an unknown destination. 

- On June 20. 1973, IOO polit­
ical prisoners held at Tra. Vinh 
jail were murdered; the jail 'vas 
then refilled with zoo prisoners 
from Can Tho. 

- Only one month and a half 
after the signing of the Paris 
Agreement, hom Tan Hiep prison 
alone, 2,400 inmates were taken 
away to an undisclosed destina~ 
Hon. 

6. Jlass mnrdering oj political 
pr·isoners and throwing their bodies 
into rivers 

The Thieu clique have not only 
carrieCl out secret small- scale 
liquidCltion of pulitical prisoners, 
but also cnrnmittf'd wholesale 
m,lssacres 

-- In Septt:lllb(')' 1973. they klll~ 
~'d ;':00 political pri~orl(>rs held in 
Due Ton jail (Vinh Long pro\'~ 
ince) then tbre\\ their bodies 
into a river; beheaded corpses or 
llismemberecl bodies ut political 
prisoners were seen daily in the 
(ai C':lffi camd at Tan Hanh and 
Tan ~gai Villages. m;tny of them 
naill"] onto W,)f)r\f'll planks. 

- ! n Can Thn pr(J"ince, 4,500 
political prisonns were herded 
from ,-arious jails illto a narrow 
enclosnre at Yam () :\lun where 
they \vere placed at the mercy 
of tl)p elements anll subjected to 
most ,..;a.vage tortures. A,,, a result, 
not ;1. single day passerl ,vithout 
a poli tical prisoner dying. Prison­
ers were slaught.ered and thrown 
into Hau River (Bas~ac River). 
E\'t~ry day about 20 nakt:d corpses 
of beheaded or dismembered ffil'il 
and women prisOllers were seell 
fll;;tting on the riv~r in Oct. 1973. 

The mass murder Id political 
pnsnners - a most: brutal and 
barb,LTouS crime committed by 

the Thieu clique - has been 
going on in many provinces in the 
Mekong Delta such as An Giang. 
Sa Dec, Tra Vinh, Ben Tn'. dc. 

,. T(,r!ul'i_~i·ilg. J'cpl'es:Ol1lg allJ 
shuotillg p(liitical prisoners insidE' 
tht: prisolls 

- Oll May 30, 1973, Thieu's 
army and police forces carried 
out - c:avage repression against 
I,ZOO prisoners held in Nha 
Trang jail. ~1any of them were 
shot on the spot and a number 
were then taken away. 

_~ At the beginning of March 
1973, a man named Hoang v:an 
Be shot 17 prisoners at BIen 
Boa jail on one single occasion. 

_ Between April z8 and ~Iay 
5. 1 973. prisoners at Poulo Con~ 
dor were subjected to savage 
repression carried out under the 
command of Nguyen Van Ve, 
a superintendent notorious for 
his brutality. At Jail No.6, Sec­
tion B. in particular, more than 
300 grenades containing C.S. gas 
,vere thrown into Wards I.Z 3 
and 4; the inmates there were 
left unconscious and were later 
savagely beaten; as .a . result 14 
were killed and 4So lDJured. 

- On Tune 3, 1974, explosives 
were used against the inmates 
of Tan Hiep prison; scores were 
killed and hundreds more injured. 

8. Illef(ally setting Itp 
nais and passill;! S1UIIHl(U')' 

tl'ifm­
limth 

Cl1!le,' the P<,ot<·col <)11 the 
rptllrn of political prisonerc;, the 
Saigon ,ldministration has no 
rigJit tl' refuse or delay tht~ rC'turn 
<)f prisoners 011 ,yhateYer acc.ol1yt 
including the H'<ctSOll that df'tam~ 
('es may: have been tried or 
<;entencerl. Yf-'t, the Thieu clique 
ha_"I' illegally sd- up tribl1naJ,~ to 
try d,·taint'e,'1 ,l1ld pas,.; deatb 
sent:~l,ces on them. 

Ull \Ugll:-t I;, t973 th",y "E'D­
tcnceci ~Irs Pham Thi Ct ,mel 
~Ir Tran Van Cui t.) death ;-trid 
l'.1r :Sgu\'cn "Va.n Se, Mr Cao 
Thien 1I{' 'llln. Mr ~guyen Van 
Be to TO' - 20 year~' imprisonment. 

50,000 new prisoners 

The Thien culministr'l.tion 
lms a.dmitted hC.llding nnlv 
5,u~ I PRe;· personnel. I the;'" 
~ought every possible means to 
('vade the return even of thOSf: 
prisoners named in it:-. own list. 
After three phases ll!r prisoner 
exchanges, from April ~6 to May 

12, 1973, from July 23 to July 
24. I973 (l,nrl from February ~ to 
March 7, 1974, the PRG has 
rccei\-e.d only 5,024 prisoners, 
arnOtl .. ; whom nearly 30n werE" 
not ill Saigon's original list· Thus 
even the figllTe of 5,081 prisoners 
in Saigon's original list exceeds 
by 329 the: number actually 
returned dU:'ing the zo months 
since sigrnng of the Paris 
Agreement. 

Of those '\'ho have been return~ 
cd to the PRG. 53 are int~l1ec­
tuals and students belonging to 
the third political force in South 
Viet NOJrn. They should have been 
returned to their familie;;; in 
Saigon and other cities in the 
South as they had demanded . 

What is extremely serious is 
that 65 persons belonging to the 
PRG and the third political force 
were again thrown into Bien Hoa 
prison f'ven though the represen­
tatives of the two South Viet 
Nam sides in the Joint Military 
Commis"ion had agreed that they 
should be allowed to return to 
their families in the Saigon~con­
trolled zone. One of these 65 
returnees il-lr Huynh Tan Mam, 
ex-President of the General 
Association of Saigon Students, 
was savagely beaten, imprisoned 
again ann taken to an unknown 
place. Up to no\v despite many 
months of intense search, 11''' 
grieved mother does not k1l' 
the whervabouts d her !'on. 

In recent month~, the Thicll 
clique have made J1lltlWl'OUS 

arrests in their intensified. Ill!.p-

pll1g~up, " pacification" and 
police operations. Cnrying 
out a plan carie-named F.6, they 
have jailecl numerous people. 
Vhth a series of new "deCTees" 
lin reO'ional security, abolition of 
decti~ns at village leve1. 
regulation uf political par~ies, 
the setting up of 9 more tnbu­
nals. the law gagging the press 
and" Decree" NO.ogo, etc., they 
have outlawed 26 political parties 
leaving only Thieu's De~ocr?-tic 
Party and other org8JllZatlODs 
of his clique, closed down 
several Saigon newspapers. made 
indiscriminate arrests and sup­
pressed all those considered to 
be "dangerous" or in favour ot 
peac~', nat~onal reconciliation and 
concord. According to still incom­
plete statistics available in August 
1974-, since the signing of the 
Pari~, Agreement they have arrest­
ee! some 50.000 more people, that 
je:; ten times the number of those 
'\\ ho have been returned. 
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In Thz"eu's Grips 

DoaH Hhl1r Xl/YCII is(/ \'Olllll-;' Catholic, II jorlllcr j;U/w:i,,(an semina!'!sf 
amI a Illember oj the C'clltml COlllmittc( oj fhe Catholic Labou,r l'outh 
JIM'i'II/nlt .. /rres/cr/ by t//{~ J liic/( administralioll (lll the nir;ht of Apl'it 
3'1, 1972. Ire ,0(1S first jailed in TaJi Hief priso!l thcn deported to Pou/o 
Com/or. Although acqllitted /)y tlu' Jlilitdn' Court oj th,' Third 11,filitar)' 
Regioll 01/ Augu,,/ S. H)73 he cllt/.limred to he /\'I'pt in prison illegally 
ulltit October 20. 1l)73. ilit' da\' ,,·h('n hi' -,'((,' ordt'rcd to ioil? up. Refusing 
to join the (lnny. hI: ,",-'as .failed otChi j-Ioa pris(I}/ (lilt! 0/1 .lpril 29, 197-l­
;JIlS sClltcl/ced tu /il'I' ycars' illl/,risoI1lJ!I'I/t 0/1 a I ltl1rgi' 0/ ";w>;IITlordiJiatio'n." 

In his nolts PlIb/IS/lUi in fhl' Snigofl 1'1'1';(',-,1 Doi Dien (So. 60 oi .1u­
[;ust 19, 1\)7-1-) hI' ttl!:, ()i his l'x/)crieIlCI'S ill jlrisIJII Oi'I'I' tht'sc t,-,"Il years. 

We have all'cad1' jJilhll:;/iO/ i!l Viet T\am Courin .Yo. 27. p. 12, 
_--1ugust It)74. (III crt rat/ /rum ({ dialof.tlll· hl'fic'CC}1 ])oall FIlar Yuvcn (1I0t 
Dao [<{hac .YItJ-'1'I1 (1.\ ,,'OS lIIisjJi'i!ltcd) 111Id tli(' flld;;c. 

POLITIC-H. pri::;oncrs used 
jokingly to refer to newcom­
ers as "those who only eat hall 

their burnt rice." .-\s iClrme,also a 
newcomer, T am not qualified to 
write about the prison s)rstem. 
That honour should be reserved 
for the veterans who have spem 
18 to 20 years of their liycs in 
prison. In addi.tion to that, I 
think it is difficult to describ(' 
this reality \yith words which at 
best can d('scrib~ only part of 
what one ha.s seen, heard allcl fclt. 

In 1970. whpn I was t0id bV 
:;tudents who han been releaset-l 
from Paulo Condor of the horri­
ble life th!"y had led tlwre, I could 
()TIly imagine their sufferings 
vaguely and felt some short·lived 
emotions. Tt was not until 1 \va~ 
myself deported to P0U]O Condor, 
when I lived through all kinds 
of tortures, that I could r(,3.11",' 
know how terriblf' It was. -

J have written this artich~ be­
cause my friends asked me to do 
so and because our enemy keep 
denying the existence of polit ic,d 
prisoners and in this sharneful 
deception, they enjoy the sympa­
thy and support of official repre. 
sentatives of the Catholic Church. 
With only two years in prison, 
naturally, I am unable to describe 
this hell on earth in the dark 
period (Political prisoners in 
Poulo Condor called the periolI 
prior to their own "concertcll 
uprisings" in 1970 th(' "dnrk 
period "), although the j1f'riod 
after 1970 is no brighter. How~ 
ever, I have seen much and heard 
much. JIy heart \\'as filled with 
emotions of anger and hatred. 
1 ... hall try to tell as much ctS I 

can but this is not a detailed de­
scription of prison life, but only 
some personal rr.miniscences. 

The lIi,'!1it I ,;)(IS arrested 

It was on the night of April 
30, 1972. On the Qua.ng Tri and 
An Loc fronts, the fighting was 
fiercer than evcr b~fore. III Sai­
gon, the arrcst .. of students had 
been intensified. It was the eve 
of :'I.Iay D::ty. On that evening, 
the Crntral Committee of the 
Catholic Lah,Jur Youth Movement 
met to check up on the prepara­
tions for .\lay Day. \Ve found 
that preparations had been 
perfunctorily, and there were 
many shortcomings. 1 warned 
my friends of th~ ariministration's 
intensification of repression 
again"t the P;)pulation. especially 
against sl ur\"nt,:; and labouring 
peoplf'. 

I-Ll.t ! die not expect that this 
repressiOn wouhl be directed 
against us so rapidly. After the 
meeting "'e returned to our bed­
rooms. Hardlv had \\-e turned off 
the lights \vhen p,}licemen rushed 
in like a herd of hungry tigers. 
They b('gan searching every­
where and (~vcrylhing, our clothes, 
books anll all' our pC'fsona.1 
belongings. They took Oll r books 
and the rubber stctmp of our 
org8.niz:-l.t ion, made a report and 
forced mp to sign. As I refllsed 
they thre;ltellerl :" Damn you, if 
you don't sign now, you'll have 
to do it at the police station." I 
was forced to stand behind a heap 
of books and documents to be 
photographed .. \~ I protested, 
two policemen grasped my arms 
and kept 01(' sbmfiing there while 

they took pictures from ('very 
angle. Th"l1 r was taken down to 
the car. '\ly friends, \\-'ho liyed in 
the 111'Xt rooms, sufff'red the same 
fate. I n the street, I saw a dozen 
police cars surrounding our quar­
ters· Overhearing the policemen's 
conversation I knew that the 
round~up had been made jointly by 
policemen of the Second and the 
Third Districts. Superintendent 
Thu, and the chief of the district 
police Do Van Liem who had 
harassed us in the past, were also 
present there. Our neighollrs were 
asleep or pretended to be so. It 
was past midnight, and the streets 
were empt)'. 

Th. was drawn by several po­
licemen to a dark corner behind a 
refr('shment stand. He was asked 
something that I could }10t hear. 
Only the noise of the policemen's 
swearing and blows al1d Th. 's 
cries were heard. Aftel· a while, 
Th. was taken back to our quar­
ters, perhaps to show them some­
thing. When he W~lS taken out 
again I S<lW his mouth covered 
with blood. 

We all were driven to the police 
station in the Second District. It 
is only now that it comes to my 
mind that we ne\-er askf'd for the 
search-wal"iant. Hut anyway, 
there woultl 11a'\'c been no use ill 
it. For, with us, they ha\'e applied 
only one law, that of violence, 
bludgeons and bhw.'s. 

011 the nir:i1t 0/ thr First (1f Jlay 

Since the night before, Th and 
I had been j<-ukd in a dark room 
Although I was given a small 
bowl 01 rice and a piece of soya 
bean about the size of a littl{' 
finger frll- a ,\"Ilol(' d::ly's food l 
did not feel hun;:;ry. \\1:(, were 
thinking abont tile coming inter­
rogations Th. recited for me a 
poem nn hnJ1l<ln (1ignity. It was 
getting dark. I suddenly heard 
the ringing of a church bell some­
where. I renwmbcred then thai 
St. Anthony's chapel of the 
Franciscan Sem inary \\"<'1:'; just 
behind the walls of thi" post. 
This reminded me of the French­
style mansion where r had lived 
for (l period, and of myoId 
friends. Perhaps at that time 
they ,vere closing their eyes, 
ceremoniously clasping their 
hands and meditating on how to 
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elevate their souls from this vil­
lainous earthly ,vorld so as to 
draw nearer to God. After that 
they woul(l go to the dining 
room, talking merrily about their 
sturlies or other sUbjects. At that 
timc, probably, many pious gen­
t1cmcn and ladies were bathing in 
Goel's love under the flickering 
candle lights OIl the altar of the 
chapel, praying to God to help 
them in making a fortune. And 
the Father Superior would be 
silently communing with God 
about whether he should drive 
Cl\\-ay the women~pedlars on the 
paycment of Phan Van Truong 
Street who were soiling the house 
of God by obstrllcting the entrance 
to the chapel. 

kept thinking about these 
things_ During that whole day the 
torturers' swearing and the vic­
tims' screams coming from the 
interrogation room put a constant 
strain on my nerves. But my 
thoughts were so:)n interrupted 
by the creaking of the cell lock. 
Yes, they were opening the door 
of my cell again. Th. had been 
b,:ateo black and blue. I, too, had 
been blindfolded and led to the 
interrogation room. One torturer 
asked me whether the leaflets 
were mine. ;\s J said I did not 
know anything about them the 
fellow threatened me and had me 
led back to the ward. I wondered 
who would be called next. My 
throat dried up. I felt extremely 
thirsty. I wondered whether God 
in the nearby chapel kne\v this. 
.\t tllat moment, the Father 
Superior and my friends were 
prohably taking dinner. 

The door opened. S:~Hnenne 
called me. \Vhile I was hurriedly 
putting on my sandals, a man 
rushed in, raising his leg anel 
yelled: "Damn you! Knock him 
down. This is no time to weal' 
sandal. " 

1 was blindfolded and hken to 
the interrogation room again. 
Hardly ha(l I arri\'ed there when 
blows and kicks w'ith nailed boots 
rained on my body. 1 staggered 
and fell against the wall. Th~y 
pulled me up, stripped me nak0d 
and took of the bandage from my 
!:,yes. Being short· sighted, I cOllld 
see only dimly the cruel faces of 
men around me who looked as if 
they were going to swallow me 
up. I had no clothes on except 
short pants. They asked what 
'\'as my occupation. When I said 
1 was a stUdent, one of them 
rushed at me, struck repeatedly 
on my face and yelled: "Do you 
think that ynu studf"nts are 

superior lll{'-n? Do you dare to 
beat time \vith your feet even at 
this moment? Don't you know 
we are policemen?" 

Blood from my n03(" kept run­
ning dO-Nn my cheeks and onto 
t he floor. They ordered me to use 
my shirt which hacl been taken 
out some minutes ago to clean 
the floor, then led InC back to the 
\\·cuJ. 

That was the only beating ] 
ever suffered. Later on, after 
meeting aR(1 talking to political 
pric;otlcrs I learnt about the 
harbaruLls tortures and atrocities 
they had <;uffcred. In comparison 
with their sufferings, mine was 
nothing. One can be certain that 
no political prisoners escaped 
from torture or beating. 

Jla),1 

I was transferred to the Police 
Detention Ceotre in Saigon. S'Jme 
said that the policemen here ,vere 
more cruel than those in the 
(1istrict stations, others disagreed. 
1 did not know who was right, 
but later on, when I had talked 
with other prisoners I learnt that 
p'Jlicemen are everywhere the 
same but that at a higher level 
the tortures bec·::>me more refined. 

All my papers wel'e confiscated 
(later on I was to be falsely 
2_ccused of having no identity 
card). I was given black clothes 
and wa:, kept in a dark celL We 
<1lways felt hungry. In the morn­
ing, we were given soup with 
.... ery little bro.vn rice in it. at 
noon and in the evening, (t small 
ball of brown rice. Now and then, 
a prisoner who was serving as 
kitchen help would come and 
give us a little salt and pepper 
or some precious cigarettes. 

The students \vho wen'. our old 
friends or were known by name 
to us wew arrested one after 
(ttlOther and sent to our prison. 
There were 20 dark cells in two 
mws, nearly half of them reserved 
for students. There, we suffered 
all things - tortures, beating, 
hunger and thirst. But we still 
engaged in artistic activities, 
singing songs and reciting p=tcms. 
I remembered Q. a girl, who had 
a very beautiful and strong yoice. 
Each time she sang, her .... oicc 
rang out as if it was going to 
burst the thick walls and ir~m 
gates of the prison. 

" Nob3dy can check our sing­
ing for we sing the love of our 
fellolv - countrymen. Nobody can 
check our songs which praise our 

national heroes and heroines \vho 
gave their lives to defend our 
mountains and rivers. The 
warden threatened many times to 
beat her but her voice kept ring­
ing out. Finally he pulled her out 
zmd beat her I also remember 
one c't'ening \vhen two young 
gi.rls, arrestc(l from a locality in 
the countryside, were brought in. 
!:3pcau.,e of shortage of space they 
had to sleep on the passage be· 
tween the two rows of cells. The 
older one was silent, but the 
younger, about 12 or 13 years of 
age, was crying. 1 heard a voice 
corning through a small hole of a 
dark cell asking her for what 
reason she was arrested and 
raising a hand to rub her eyes, 
she replied that she did not know. 
Another day, I saw an old woman 
about 60, who after being tortur­
ed, had to crawl back from the 
interrogd.tion room. Her shoulders 
and arms were swollen and at 
midnight she fainted. The warden 
came and stood indifferently with 
his hands on his hips in front of 
her and said: "I t serves you 
right. 'Why don't you confess? " 

Dllring nearly hvo months in 
the prison, I al ways felt hungry. 
The daily ball of rice was becom­
ing smaller and smaller. The 
prison authorities forbade all 
family visits ,vithout any explana­
tion. A hunge:-strike for more 
food was staged. Guards, clubs in 
hands, came and beat u~. Rations 
were not increased. It was during 
this strike that our friends who 
were anested together with us 
and had been locked up in a largt' 
room (called cnlIective room) were 
beaten for che- first time because 
they dared to say that they were 
hungry. Yet, in a speech an 
archbishop hets said: "I am very 
glad to learn that while serving 
their sentences in prison, leaders 
of the Catholic Labour Youth 
Movement have never been iU­
treated." Even if those leaders 
had not been ill-treated, should 
the archbishop be glad, did that 
give him the right tl) !ecl .. at 
ease? For there were still count­
less other people in the prisons. 
snch as the woman of 60, the girl 
of 12 ... 

I was shackled and transferred 
to Tan Hiep Prison (Bien Hoa). 
Together with me there were 
about 30 persons, aged from 18 
or 19 to 50·60, who had been 
arrested the night before at their 

(Colltillncd (In page 30) 
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To Build a Large - Scale 

Q~'cr thi La:,; ('c.'Cll,ty rears, the 
NOt't!! Fic(11(l1iU':;C c(J'I!l1trvsiric h(1s 
{:;ont fhroHf!,h t" ,1 stages- 0/ basic 
trans/ormation.- the first ,liaS the 
hOld reform which t~trned exploited 
peasants i'rlio tree peasants, thl' 
second brought (11)C1~t the essil11fial 
(1(;,Jlifion 0t tht! age-cld 5.'\'",t(1I1 0/ 
j'1rivofc U7.,)Htr:,hip. cl/a'n;'ing itldi­
,'!d'llal peasants intu ((,fhctive 
pals(1r;ts by cr/';,1lli:i-Hg tliell! into 
t.o-Opi'r({ t /ttl':'. 

Thanks to ai o'li.'hi1l1Itiml d ~u­
(Ipcrativi::.ution ,;/iiit iLrita ((lilln'{ 
ii}Or}.:, the (Or I d;fi,}c peason t rI' II ye 
Rmdtwliy lililiting tlie losses raUs­
I,d /'\' )w!!lrl// c(llaJllili,'" and 
c1111J/!!ing sin{),--I rut rire/itlri5 into 
do-u7)/rcrop (.'J.'r'. Ihi' wate-rial ami 
tecli1lical !iuse is ",'i?lf: iiIUl'lls-i11,d;: 
consolidated. -1/11' ;11',--' <"lOrt-~n",th 
i'((J'icties- II /if,,' (l(liil"'I'IiU'lIt ot 
i{"('rld science -- 11(11'(' rr1pidly I1l1rl­

riPlilAl uu i t:( riajil'lds oj l"ie! 
iVam, The hi!~ll yil'lds obtaincd 
will (llso {l1)ltril'1 I t,' II, flu: dcuc/ap­
mod 0/ Ill: iJl,' (il h[(sj,UJlt/;'1·. 
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Socialist Agriculture 

TIn ",'{~ . .'il"gl th, tl iuls oj 'U.')ar the neiO 
l'l'millciioJ! J'datio'ns ha'cc proved 
tlll'ir /Jo;,!crill/ vitai1:tv. HowcveJ' 
ill Sr:]'ih [':il_ f Sam tho'e is as 
yet liD wlvlI1n,',1 industrv, agricul­
tl!!"': is "till i'dd'-?l'anl ami f'y('(i!:r 
!ir'li .,,,.'1 . :Ii/" (hl/f' 11\' 111/)-1[/. 

i'o take (leri()(/I,I/'c j01'"i,)ard tli 
larf!l'-s(all 'ur/illisf production in 
such t,'oJlditil,1lS is (I 1U",-I' and 
I'xtrtHtcl), ditlievit p'ro11ietll. Onl'\' 
hi stren-no-us rt'sl'arcites and expo-­
iments, cal/tee tind an (lppropriate 
SOl-nUOH. On August 12, 1972 the 
Sl.'cretariat Of thl' Viet Nwm 
II '0I'kC1'5' Part\' (,'cnii!li Committee 
decided to conduct (l Pi!ot ,lJroject 
and S('flt dc1f'r:;atiol1s 0/ Part'\' 
cadres to If 1wl1.'bel' oj distr'iets 
,~rlii!1' the ".'71' ,,'{{S ::;tiil r(lRing. On 
.--In!!ifst 5, {(J74- a ConjC1'cl1cl' 011 
_-lgrinrll-I'rt' in tlie Plair! and ~l!-id­
/{{mls ,,'as held ill rhai Bil1h, the 
first pror:iJIC1' /0 (liJtain 5 totlS 0/ 
paddY per hectare a rem', in order 
!() ~I"d\', ill fIll- li'/.ht oj c:tperienu, 
till' til'oI,/('u,'> loj J'(;-orr-;arl'i~'il1K labour 

LE DL\:\ 

and furtitel' improving agrictlcliu1'al 
management in the diredion IJj 
large-scale soc-ial ist production. 
Over 500 participants consisting of 
senior cadres fron-'- fmC 011S a11d citil" 
0111' .f1'ot;'! 13b d'l~t) kt., ill tIL /,iai1l 
at/,d midlands. rluill,.'1l1 (If I r'­
operatives, repf['snll(jtive.~ of ,(I 

r'io'lfs branches of the economy and 
rad-res of agyicultural SCiMlte, 

technology and I(conol'l.,fc marwg(-'­
ment, etc., met jor (l ,l.,'eek togeth­
er with C01llrade I.e Duan, First 
Saretayv of the Fiet Sa.HI- rVork­
eJ's Pa'1'h: Central ContmitfLc, 
Prim,e "i1illis{er Pilam Fan D(lng 
and Secretaries ot the Part" Cen­
tml COIH'IIIittet' To JJ1U; and 
Ho((ng .rink. 

At the closillg .-;t'.~SiOlI, CO'l1li'l/de 
Le DHall delivered II ,..,pc((h on the 
probleJ'J'l of "Striuill:,{ to Ruild a 
I_a r{~e-Sca.le Socia! ist A f{yiw/tttrt'. " 

Below are t'x[f'rtJts /1'0111- this 
wtportant spealt, TiNts ami sub­
titles ar{' ours. 

VlEI NAM C01JHIEH. 
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':ALANCE-SHEET AND PROSPECT:'; 

A s you knuw, SiLt!.,;' -J'.':! ',ve ]tciVt; ,,:.1(1 to fight 
an ..I,:,,:IUOllS ',\ Jr ;Iic,_ ~rtMted \ ~i'y gi-\~,1'c 

dlli1l.,:u.ltles iU UUI ,-'j,., III of!.te c: LJle war, 
V1H' P.'l.rty ,.:eGid J Lv & "0 ;,;:e \ ,llliL1L,C ~o agl',-
CUltlH~' .tud LeglJr,,~ : ;.(,,:--i.! V 1.U ,t, ";1. toe 
requirernenb of the' '.Il ;-..:('1 ll11!; ,:1<0' 1) :vI.Jk'''; 

life. One of the In,.,·; ,!n~ )~':,-Li1l j) ,-;:~lll '), '.\',.1 

time is that o[ LLUiJLll. 1-1 "',eVel, _:i~tjL.",,;' "'l~' 
1965 a great number of UH: , ... ble-bl i;"· Y'_ ~ms lUi 
in tl!t: ,--uuntryside h,-L've gO!;(; t(, 'i" t·, 'ilt tile I;~ 

cultur,-,-llaboul' iurct' ha" llut Let-I; l<ll I>!1,' (,' ~l( \ ' 

but has rather 111creas, .. d. Yet, it i~ to t,( lk: 

tbat the cultivated acre"gc: ~l<tS dimi:li',)wd l'.\' SOIile 

llllndrcds oi thousands ot lil':.:-:'alt'~; ;1,; a H::oU!t oi 
"':..lpital constYllCtiul: ,t1ll1 the buildli,g uJ rt,ads <l11,1 
water-c()ntrul \vork:;. Therd()ie, cH:::"'ii-'ltc <l C', .. lISh.itr­
able growth in yield, ,;ltJ v .. tal pruductioll of food 
still Huctuates at :ll'OLWd thl' S<:lllle 1t;\'el \· ... ith no 
considerable increa·,c. ~h'all\\'hilc, the uupnia.tlOn 
has gl'v\.yn by more than iOL'" millioll, i.e, do ye;1.rly 
incre .. "se of halt ,t L1~ill h1. E,'ery y(~:;.r agriculture 
sells ;:,11 imp(lrt<l.l1t (lclantrty of Joo<.1 tu the ~t<L~C, 
bu the State has ~<) l'etnrn P,Hl of i" to a number 
at peasants during the pre-h<lnest period .. \" 
regards clothing, \\.t: ilill 'laVl' tv Import raw CUtlu~1 
,.dId textiles frulll turc!g)~ Ci..lllutrieC'. Mureuvu', 1" 
the movement [0,' Go-opei"'.'I\·izdtiUD ~Lltd 1]le organi­
zation 01 agricuituLd pr(;,in...:tion and lalHJllr, Ift:l­

tional asp('ct<-.: :J.lhl nega\.,v(~ f.-1Ct(},-S still l-emain. 
At this CuniLorelll:e, )'i u ha,ftc: said t!J8..L the p~'kt 
problem i~ one of the (;.t·,}:-;t',-; [or t':e C h-,p;.:t·;\lln·",' 
lack of enthuc;iasm III n.::liuction II IS true thal 
some State p:lrch.;l'-illlg ~ i.J.·lces of ,.gricultuLL; 11)'0' 
ducts are irratiuaa\· Tt!(~ State mllst resolute]\, 
readjust therll But we sil()ul-J note tInt tlw St'l",~ 
sells industrial goo']s to t~1e pe(l.sanls at laid), citC<lP 
prices. Normally, if tlH' State purcha~ing prices of 
agricultul'al produci:.: '.lre r:~i"vd, the pnccs of a 
number of industri,ll ;; .. Jolb IllLlSt abu be increa,;ecl. 
And in fact, the am0unt ,)\ cornmudities sold by 
the peasants to the State is sIne.Her than that soid 
by the StdtP to Lhe P'-'<:ts:-t.tlt';. [n the r('Litiolbllip 
between the State and the p .. a:;~lli-;~, it "ho<1\(1 Lo" 
Ih)tecl first 01 all ,hat 1he. SLi.te Ita" slh)v;!I tJIt:: 
gre<'l.test conccnl ,I',-->,)ut pl'Oviclwg ) 1, cJo:tii,!,'" 
eciuC<ltion;l1 LLClliti;;,."; and lDt"riical C,ll'C lur tit,' pc.\.;· 
allt~. <tnd their families. 'IJ,,' ilile a :!wn:e .:~'-: W,lS 

being wage,} 1Il wlllcb th..: .-\rneri('~m il~llxn ~(:"h 
dropped mlllL:)l1s 'Jf tons of bombs Gn our COUlllTY, 
despite many difficalties and. h~~.,·dship~. the chihhc'll 
could go io schOOl ;'.Jl(\ .;\'eryune was !'loYJ.ded willI 
adequate fo.:.ld and clothing even in area"> sevelely 
affected by fiom! and typhoons. In the history of 
war this is a ran' occurrenc~, the result of immense 
efforts; it will staml as a tremendous achievement 
of our p2oplt', uul' P,.l.rty an~ our St:lte. Generally 
in wars, beside,; i.he sacrifices in h\\.s, the pcnp:e 
suffer from hunger and cold. At certain places awl 
times it has happen(~d that. the majority oj the 
death toll was weide up of people dying from 
starvation. Tha:,k:--. to the ,"Horts maLIe by Ollr 
people antI l.~)I_~ ~lssislanCf' t)~T our brother:> and 
friends in lilt; evorld We' i.,;e ay,;j;u,xl ally :i!.lCh 

situ,ttlOr. 

Are \ve not all feeElI~ !~l::'ilt pnde, uow In ~;'e t"an 
ever before, because we Iia"e ,;,,'COt; .. hi-; yiCiOfV ~ 

Just recently, Ni:',.LHl La,] to r,~sigl~ \,i- po'-;ition 'as 
Presirlent ;Jf " he' dS.-\, . ''-hal was tilte C(';: i()!! ror 
this? Til\~ ,1';,~p C iL,' 

the L~ ,I., .... 

= 

~1. ",: d 1 ic,,.,!ll 

has not only ::;;tiegual'dcd our uwn independence 
and freedom, uut also contributed to foiling the US 
strategy of world hegemony and brillging about a 
new W()l"!d situation favourable to the forces of 
peace, Iutional indepeIlflt'Jlce, democracy and 
S )cialism. H:l '\'ing achieve 1 such a great, extraor­
diuary exploit, we hav(' the right to be proud J 

:vlvreovcr, ill tbe stl'uggle for na.tional salvation, 
OUf people h" VI: b~c0me more re\'olutionary _ Thel'e 
IS a. seething n'v01utionury movement, a firm deteI­
m:natiol1 t,) \\'lrt, ill Ollr entire people from old folk to 
.;tnalJ ctllidlf.~ll. \Y:lh tilis, we can defeat the uS 
imperialisls, uii:;g abouL a technical revolution in 
agriculture and cupe with the aftermath vf so many 
natural calamll ies. Over the past few years, the 
weathct· h;\,> nc·t been favourable; fluods and 
typhoon:,; lta\-l· b{;>.Cn particularly ::;evere. In 1971 and 
1973 alolle', llatClral calamities caused the loss of 
mort' than t)llL ;lnd :1. Ilalf million tOllS of rice and 
a gn~at Q'1:ll11ity of otht'r goods. H()lve"'er \ve hayc 
iJeE'lI abh tu ,\'(','cnme all th:Jse difficulties. 

Agr:cuHllre has bren beset 'with difficulties and 
cdmplic:1tinllS, wlJiciJ arC' due 1101 (Jnly to ubjecti'\'e 
causes, b~[ a]c;u to :lburtC{lrning~ and weaknesses 
commiUer[ hUlll top to bOltnm, from the Party's 
leac1ereJhip to the ol'gam of Siate direction and 
managcmcUl. FU1' this reaSOIl, llotwiths1anding the 
good resulb obtained in iucreasing yields and creat­
ing model ..:,)·upen,tivt:s, we must IDll.ke severe criti­
...;;~;ms ;.nd sl'll-crilll;i:::lll."; of {JUl' ::;hOl:tcomings if '\\c 
w:L1lL to m~lke gn<ltl'r progrC5:-i. 

The rqurts presented ;].t lhis cOIli'erence by co­
operatives, regionrl,l aclministratiuns and scientific 
and technical '\-vorkers menti(Jll new and stable 
""peets which llJay serve as a basis for important 
conclusions Pil the posslbilities vf agricultural 
development in ;.he year" <lheacl. 

Fil'st, after a. long period of study <lnd experi­
HWl1tatioll, c;ncretc concillsions have been reached 
on a number of "cientific and technical problems of 
cull i. vatic'it and animal hllsb::mdry. The practical 
value of t hl.~:-:e lies ill the iact that they are the 
results of :~;l application of tlw achievements of the 
scienti.fic anti tc:chnical n'\,oluti\)ll, the .' green 
revolution" in i.be riceficlds Ul Viet Nitffi, in a way 
~liitable to the climatic, m~~teornlugical, geological 
and hy,-lranlic c:,nditiowi of Viet N<1.111, and our 
country's exist ins: potentials in manpower and 
matcfials. \Vith uar lao our force, 111<1.inly manual, 
but o1'ganised 'i;,('ll (!f}d 0/1 a great stale, we can 
satisfactorily carry out hydraulic work. soil 
improvement aWl intensi \<c farming, and complete 
th(" field work in time to ensure a good cpop, \Vith 
nothing but manure, hme, phosphate and azolla 
pinnaia we call already obtain high yields. If we 
re,;erve a l'L)ason:lble acreage for the development 
nr rtninlll husb::mdr)" pr'ldtlction will not be reduc­
ed bUl on the cUT1lrary increa:wd, for a sufficiently 
]arge-"iz,"_l pig l!Cn1 which C,l1l SLlpply us with not 
onh' m 'at GUl abu manure is ('o'ng the work of ,1 
llitl~(l'JC'lr!;l~" f,-'it;lizer plan1. Crns.,-brcecling and im­
pro .... ,:?mellt of ;,!;~mal1eed have yielded good results. 
Tile seed ··('\··)l.ttion hac; brought llOt only new 
high-yie11 riel' varieties adapted to our climate 
anei resistant to disease and insects, but also short· 
term va:':,-, iL'·~· \'-.chidl aHI)\\" thl: planting of three 
crop~; in a y,-'ar <lll.: a scientific crop rotation. This 
makc's p )y,ible ;\ b l1;,'lce hetween cultivation and 
;vLim,ll hibbalH1ry (:0 :l llC'W basis suited to the 
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natural conditions of Ollr country, such as its large 
population and small territory. 

Besides having drawn many impurtanl scientific 
conclusions, we haye trained a fairly large contin­
gent of technical agricultural \yorkers. lhc q~estion 
now is how to assign them the right tasks J1) the 
right places. in my opinion, while c0nso.lida~i.ng the 
organs of scientific research and of sClenbitc and 
technical management at the central level, we 
should send an imp()rlant part of these cadres to 
the countryside. For e:xample, we can send some 
scores of technical cadres to create a capable 
technical staff to help the local Party and adminis­
trative organs in their work of guiding the appli­
cation of science and technology to production, 
and to find quick solutions to scientific and techni­
cal problems arising in the co-operatives' practical 
production work. This is a necessary measure to 
introduce science and technology into agricultural 
production and to acquaint scientific and technic~l 
workers with the realities of the situation. In thIS 
way they will rapidly come to maturity, and have 
the opportunity of contributing to the noble 
revolutionary task of modernizing our count ryside 
from its traditional backwardness. 

Second, the model co-operatives which ('xist in 
different regions constitute good schools for our 
agriculture in its initial stage of development. The 
immediate practical question is the problem of 
developing agriculture along the line of large-scale 
socialist production. These model co-operath:es no 
longer remain in the domain of research, they are 
now the deeds of the masses in the fields. 

They are not only the experience of one specific 
region, but have become the reality in many 
regions which are quite different from one another. 
The co-operatives which have done well enjoy no 
particular advantages in matters of land, labour 
force or State investments On the contrary, some 
of them are even in unfavourable conditions. Here 
it is the question of leadership and guidance by 
the Party and administrative organs at 811 levels 

and the organization and manag{"n:enl abillty of 
cadres. Here lie~ the PCISUilSiY\, puwer of these 
model co-operati\es. As the cOllL,dt's uf Quynl! LUll 

(a commune in Nghc ,-\n province) have rightly 
said: "When (!uang Nap with its acid and salt;: 
soil, Minh Sinh with its difficult situation and Tn 
Chi with its s\vampy, watf'rloggHl fields can get a 
yield of 6-7 tons of paddy per hect,lIe, grow 'winter 
rice in most of their fields, arcl bring in 6,000 to 
7,000 dO'fl{t's worth of pruducts frem ('l1e hectart" 
it is certain that most co-operatives in tbe plains 
and the midlands can do the same." The organizati(1l1 
of production and improvement of management by 
Minh Sinh and Dong Hai co-operatiyes is not some­
thing extraordinary which cannot h(' imitated by 
other co-operatins. In a short period of timl', Tong 
Vu, formerly a backward co-operative, has become 
a geod co-operative successful in doing away with 
such negative aspects as encroac.cment on the collec­
tive land and the habit of working more actively 
for oneself than for the co-operative. So there is no 
reason why otber backward co-operatives sr:oultl not 
become pretty good. 

Third, after more than a decade of const.ruction, 
our agriculture now has the basic foundations of its 
material and technical base: water-control networks, 
drying yards, warehouses, stables, breeding farms, 
machmery, equipment, processing workshops, re­
search institutes, experimental stations and farms, 
dc. Industry which is being restored and expand­
ed will constitute an important lorce for pushing 
ahead the development of agriculture. On the one 
hand, it is necessary to make full use of the existing 
installations by examining carefully the working of 
each establishment or installation, each type of 
machine, and taking adequate measures to ensure 
the best results. On the other hand, we must inten­
sify new construction work to complete the water­
control nehvork in order to bring water to the 
fields and ensure rational irrigation and drainage. 
We must rapidly build a national system of seed 
production and. animal breeding from the central to 
the local level aimed at ensuring sufficient supplies 
andrresolutely eliminatei;low~~quality.~ varieties a'"1c1 

Lll'/ngiill{ ill (lie antl!lI!lI-ri(l~ 11111''11l'i:.t at rilll l!i'{( i(lrtlliJl,:: <,(l-opi'ratii'f(Thai Rinh provinrr) 
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hreeds; we must aiso step up the construction of 

[Jhosphate and nitrogenous fertilizer works a.nd lime 

kilns as well as the ·work for producing building 

materials and processing agricultural products; ;llHl 

\\ e should attach particular attention to equipping 

agriculture with farming tools and machines, etc. 

(-:;ood construction \vork must necessarily be coupl­

C{t with good management and utilization. Wt, 

must take into account the economic and technical 

peculiarities of each catcgm-y of installation or 

establiihment to apply an appropriate system 0 t 

management and ensure its most economic use anti 

maintenance. 

I think that the founding of the material and 

technical base of agriculture should be the commun 

effort of the central, regional and base-level admin­

istrations. The economic branches managed by the 

central administration should exert their utmost 

eHorts and show the initiative in serving agricul­

ture, satisfy the new requirements of agricultural 

production in good. time, mOdify irrational rules 

and regulJ.tions, severely criticize wrongdoings, and 

so create the most favourable conditions for agri­

culture te) develo~. The regional and base-l(-'\·el 

admini"tratiol1S sh,)Uld, for their part, show a :-;pirit 

of revolutionary offensive and self-reliance and 

achieve prosperity by their own efforts without 

waiting for the help of the' State. As masters of their 

fields, all regions an{l co-operative9 should show 

bolllncss and crcativene'-,s, devoting all their ener­

gies and ovcrcc!ming difficulties and hardships tu 

build up their localities and their co-operatives wittt 

a spirit capable of removing mountains and fillin~ 

up the sea. Thuse \\"ho ll:lve machines \vill use their 

machines, th:';5(' who have no machines will work 

with their hands. But no one will stand back: 

Everyone should \'lork not 5-6 but rO-12 hO'.1rs ;t 

(lay i-n a dynamic and active 'manner, wa~e a tena­

cious struggle againc;t nature awl make hll.l use of 

every plot 01 hnd. To g,) to the miclbnds and 

highlands with" a betll ut rice, some salted auber­

gines and a communi!-;l heart" !;o as to open up 

virgin land-this is what hu.$ been done by the 

people of Qllynh Lnl1 who h"ve been working for 

ue(;(tdes to impr,)ve aCl(l and salty "oils, by the 

Quang l.,jap co-operative which has turned clayey 

soil into arable land for the eultivation of the 

\vinter crop, by ~linh Sinh which has delimited its 

land to cope with watCTloggings and by the Tri Chi 

co-operative, etc. These are bright examples oi 

hard \vork which should be followed by all of ns. 

FOllrth, \\.{~ have essentially completed the task of 

organizing tile peasants into co,operatives and have 

repeatedly cOlls(llidatecl the ne\\- relations of pro­

(hction. The co-op('r~tivl's have brought into full 

play their positi\·e aspects in production, combat, 

and satisfying- the people'.., needs. Ho,vever, in thl' 

mc,vement 01 co-operativization and agricultural prLi 

uuction there no\v appear such negative manifest a 

tions as illegal encroachment a.nd wasteful use of 

land, failure to put into practice the principles 

and system of socialist management, and to carry 

out distribution in a just and rational way, accord­

ing to the work done. This has, in some measure, 

prevented the superiority of the new system from 

being brought into tull play. Thus we may say that 

lIne attention must be given to consolidating and 

perfecting the ne\\" prodllction relations in three 

respects; consolidating collective ownerShip, closely 

combining collective ownership with o\vnership by 

the entire people and organizing rational manage­

ment and a rational system of distribution. Other­

wise we shall find that we lack the necessary pre­

requisites for the dt:velopment of production and 

the stepping up of the technical reVolution. On the 

other hand the new relations of production cannot 

be steadily consolidated unless we are able to turn 

their superiority to account so ac; to re-organize pro­

duction and the labour force, speed up the building 

of the material and technical base, help the prog­

ressive' advance of agriculture toward lar~e-scalc 

socialist production and raise the co-op members' 

living standards. 

Fifth, the building of a large-sca.le socialist agri­

culture is a process of revolutionary struggle in 

many respects. it requires correct leadersll1p by 

the Party, strict management by the State and a 

revolutionary movement of the peasant masses. 

For this reason, the base - level Party committees 

must thoroughly grasp the Party line and apply it 

in a creative manner to the conditions of their lo­

calities. Cadres a.nd Party members should remain 

in the vanguard and set examples in all fields. The 

State must promulgate a just management system 

and pass the necessary legislation; especially, it 

should exert a powerful economic influence to mo­

bilize the workers and industrial branches to do 

their best in the service of agriculture. Peasant co· 

op members must be fully conscious of their role 

as collective masters, they must exercise their rights 

and constantly enhance their capacity to play the 

role of masters. Only in this way can the co-oper­

atives successfully carry out the three revolutions, 

develop agriculture powerfully, and become truly 

socialist economic units. This is a lesson of success 

learnt from the more advanced co-operatives. 

1 cite those facts in order to affirm that, though 

we still have to emlure untold hardShips and meet 

with many difficulties, We are SUfe that with the 

experience, knowledge and "capital" acquired, with 

the immense revolutionary capabilities of OUf collec­

tive peasantry, our agriculture in the years ahead 

will undergo ne\v changes, satisfy the vital need:,; 

for agricultural products, and make the ... initial step 

toward becoming a large-scale SOCIalIst agriculture 

TOWARD A LARGE-SCALE SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE 

IN our country, production wa.s on a small sc.l.le 

a.nd based on l!xtremely backw~1rd technique. In 

industry, especially in modern industry, we had 

nothing \vcHth mentioning, not" kilogram of steel 

or chemicals, the electricity hardly sufficed to light 

a few cities and engineering ct)l1sistecl only of sm,d \ 

repair workshops. The pM-capita area of cultivated 

land, the lowest i.n the w0rld, was and remains an 

extremely acute problem in developing the economy. 

N° 30 - November 1974 

.\loreover, our country has had to undergo pro· 

traded, devastating wars. How, in such a situation, 

to aciv·ance to socialism, the culminating point at 

our time, which is marked by a modern industry, 

a mo iern agriculture and advancecl culture and 

:;,;Ience ? How can we bring <t backward and scatter­

ed agricllltl1f(~ to large-OIc,Lle socialist production, 

build a nt~w countrY$ide and a new peasantry? If 

we "peak uf the characteristics of our country in 
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its advance toward,.; ':; )Ci:Llism, this is the dc,mi- f!, 
nant ieatllTP rt seeme; that no country so far in 
history has bf'{:Jl in a si lllation such as ours- \lYe 
must lea(i the peas;lI1tr-y and agriculture immediate­
ly to socwlism, "Witllout waiting for a developed 
industry, th(1Ugh we kne'N very we11 that without 
the strong lmpacl q.f i.ndu.stry, agnculture c,mnot 
achieve hrge-scalc proeiucti:m and new relations of 
agricultur:.tl P[(Jdclcti.on Can!l,;t be consoli(lated_ 'A7e 
should ask oursdvcs whether, in the prespnt COll­

ditions of our cUclntrv, 1"L is in acconlance with the 
laws of social d('Yt'lopmeIlt to take lhe pe:i.Silntry 
and agriculture immediately to socialism (i.e., with­
out waiting tor a develop{;d industry) ? And it so, 
is there any particular b\\" <)11 this problem fo:- nur 
country a-ncr cuun~ri,.'s hke ours in the futul-e! 
Every form of prog! ess has its I)\vn hw,-s. If \ye are 
animated by hig}' determinatton, but do not det 
acc<Jrding to tJte ,}b.icGtin' laws of development, \\P 

can never succeed_ H"J1ce, it is extremely import:tnt 
to soh'e the ne,\" prohL'J:1S rais;:,c.l by the re,"tlitie,' 
of our c0untry. 

To pwcced from ':m~dl- ;;eale production to large­
scale socialist prudllClll)I1 ic; a great pwulern and a 
new one_ For more than a dt~c~de we have been 
seeking a solution at. the ~ame time as we have 
been carrying on Ollr \'ior·k_ la this WH.Y, you and 
all of us aIlG. cert::linly om- "IJt;cialists in economy and 
science now have a clearer vie .. ,' of the problem. It 
is necessary tu work and engage in n~search('c; at 
the same time. There is lIU aitunatiYt; way. \ !j)(~ 
cannot grasp all problems at a single time. ;-...:- ;\\' 
far have WI'!) perceived this problem? 

In the first place, we know that to advancf' 
toward sociC1Jism we must see \vhat is most pro­
gressive in OUl" time, because scientific sucialism is 
the necessary achievement of our epoch, the culmi­
nating point of its progress. We cannot rely Oliiy 
on our own knmvledge, sentiments and will; on the 
contrary we must. by all means, grasp tlle scientific 
acquisitions of our time, study socia!, economic 
and technological sciences, put them into practice 
and turn them :nto l-ealities of liie ill the conditions 
of Viet ~am. On the basis of this; sci("ntiiic knoy;­
ledge, which \ve will apply to the specific cc,ndit ic_,ns 
in our countly, we must try to bring into h;.lI pIny 
the conditiol1." which ha\'-e alreacly t'xisted, ami 
create those which are still lacking, in order"k pro­
gress step by step toward large-scale s(,ciali~d. pn,­
duction. So, in the agricultural fiek!, what are tl-..e 
most progressive factors in CUf tin::e? in my 
opinion, it is the system of socialist collFctive 
ownership, the science of labour organization, 
economic management, water control, fertilizers, 
seeds and breeding methods, new implements and 
so on· Only by endeavouring to progressively rna;::­
ter all this and gradually put them ir.to effect C;'ll 

we take our individualistic backward agriculture 
forward to large-scale socialist agriculture. TIlt' rC<11-
ities of our agriculture provide us wi1 h preciev-' 
lessons of experience in this respect. Ever since it 
was founded, due to the concrete conditions in Od!" 

country, our Party has been the unique and ab~olt11 e 
leading force of the revolution. It has led tbe wor k­
ers, peasants and other strata of OUI- people, in the 
victorious struggle against imperialism and fcu(!al­
ism, thus winning back independence for the na­
tion, democracy for the people and land for the 
peasants, and setting up a people's democratic 
power, which is actually a worker-peasant pO\ver 
and is now assuming the hiRtoric task of proletarian 
dictatorship, As for the peasantry of our cc-untry, 

Selection oj s(','d rice 

ind~pc~dence :J.nd lan:1 'are most preciou:-; things, 
a~p~ratlOns y,hlCh lw.ve been cherished for centuries. 
It. is our Party that has realized these aspiratioI1:-; 
of the peaSdllts. Tilat is why t11e peCl_santry, acting 
on the call of the Party, volunteered, together \", it!l 
t.he ,';nrkir'g class, to go funv;mj to socialism ::wi 
l~iv~ ,up i~divirjual pr0ductiGll, to m(Jve eagerly hlld 

laploly cU!!Dgthe path of agricultural co-operativi.t:­
dio!) ;m<l build a new system, that is, the system 
d sOL:iahst collective ownership. Thus, in our 
country, the sllccessful conclusion of the nationa.l 
democ~-atic It:\-oiution led by the working class 
createu the prerequisites tor the socid.list rew)lutlOn. 
Tlms, -:'11C <It;ove-melltiol1cu sodal re\'Ollltions (pm­
lctanan dictatorship and collective ownership), 
which are normally the products of large-scale 
industry, in our country are the natural outcome 
oJ. the process of national democratic revolution and 
uf the initial stage of socicnist transformation in 
',lw d;sence d large-scale industry. \"~ therefore 
cann( t sit ielly by waiting fu): the creatiun of hea\·\' 
imlust ;"Y before csb bhshing these relations. I-listor)' 
enables anel Cibliges us to go /oH£.:ard to t.hec;e Tel~l­
tiOIl~; i11.'1JJcd-iatety_ VVe cannot miss this hIstoric 
OppoI'tunity, '.' e must seiz,: it, cll"ry out a~ricuHllral 
co-operati\-ization without delay, and use the \'.-or1>.('1"­
peasant pO"i''-er and the en-operative regime :tS a 
muti\"e i"crce to push ;\lwad Ivith other rev(\lutioll­
ary transformations in iigriculture and quicken the 
birth of a large-scale production and industry. To 
start the process of socialist construction by estab­
lishing the ~ystem of collective o\', neTship - this 
is a peculiarity of the pl-ocess of our country's his­
torical dcYclopment, <1m1 <Ul imp01.·V'llt t lworetical 
point of soci,d sciences in Viet Nam. 
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vVith EJoci,_llist collectiVe' . \\"11 '_;rship with the 
re-organizatioH of labour 011 l_a'-gr'-:-;( .. L1e to c,l,ny 
O~lt hydraulic work, s0i1 impwvcment. and the 
building of a number "I ner- . .-,,,ary maJel'jal ilnd 
tf)dlniC;ll !y:tse", witl, the ~"Ippll,_;c.ltion of I ~le achiGv{-­
\Jl1'nts (If Uw "!-~;-eE'f'_ T't'\"oiuti.,n" and ~;rnit('c; help 
from inOllstry, ",.,·e are fully cap.lb1c of bldng Oll:-­

country's agriclllture : __ mother step fonvaru cm the 
pa'~h of brgc-·;cale socialist production, ;It d ti.m!'! 
when industry is still being built up. ::\-10: eoycr, we 
may' llS8 agriculture as a base for industrial devt'l­
opment. Or, to put it another way, we must, aiter 
the transforpIation of individual pr,Jduction Into 
collective prd,jl1ction, immediately re-omanize agri­
cultural production and labuur in the direction of 
centralization, specialization :In(\ co-operation on an 
ever larger ",cale, thus crc;t!ing a kind of socialist 
, mallU~l wOi'k-site." On this b;'l.sis, '\\"E' must put 

i.ndu!'itry at the service of agricnlture 2.ud griHlt13,Uy 
~,tep up the technical revulutioll, in ordN to (l(;velop 
thf' force:::: of production, strc1l!zthen the ncs rela­
ti'111'-; or vr;;,luction <'ll~rl bui\(l a new c,;,,~ntry:>ide 

<l..nd a new peasantry. This i~ the rO'ir! of ~rac1ual 
advance to\,'ard large-scale "OCi,Llist pJwluction in 
;lgriculture, and the way tfJ ('nsmc v;ctory for 

WEh<t\'L'd.rtirm. ed th,lt th,_'re arc fonrm:lj:)r ~-asb 
f ll' () 1;" ag:ricultur~: t·, ensurc er..·llf.-:!t UI"C(1/S 

({lid "ti",/, /oodsfuff3 Ic,.· 11,.' whole SA~if'ty; lO 
c;upplv ill(:,h~rv with T;,l',\. matcri:lls, to lu':e m'J: 
;lgricliltura: Vioducts for e:-:j)ort. ill order to pr"TII',te 
lhe C,'ch .1iG<1 r..:volutioll; ar.d 10 pro·,'ide m a:; pt ,\'.'('T ior 
indll'lry ;11;·1 ,'t~ler ccoIlOmi,(, b'·;JfChes, f'~'r ili(' cul­
tu 1';-' 1 f;el,t ;\11(1. for !l,_tti(,>l'wl dde-nce. The his(-i)ric 
mis:';! oil ot thl~ collective pe:,-:;;:nl~ v wit1l the solbb­
"n,tlon I,r t"l'~ working eLlS:; is -'~o ·j'uUil tbt'se majilr 
task.; ill the·ir own interest. ,.nd in the interest 
of the liie 01" the entire D<-ctiCIl and the future 
of sf1ciali:;t ~ihlustrializatirm. The \vorking class 
mu,,~ ;ds.) w' ,'k 'vi.th self-sacrifice and tiiscipline, 
\\'ith tcchl";c~.: skill dnti high pr()ductivity in (,rder 
tn PL)':ilCe '1:"iu .. :1e5 iiJi" the pe,)ple the mr-,jo:;-;lyof 
\\"jli"j: iE' l"" ,.sant.s. 

1:1 rile ,.' 1'<' :l.hearJ, 'X'" must do our hc~l in s:)lv(' 
t)w pr',l;\vm ',f iOI'd Jr. <'Ill three :Tgionr, -,­
l1-li' ~)lair'sJ H., mid12'lrls allrl the mOljnt(\':ll~ -
!ll o,·,kr I-,J (','sure PlC p("()pk's daily 111 ,-'a1.:.: , We 
;l1~i:' ,,~, }1:'l,'·' cx:periellCE' in this prnbleril an'-] lhere 
,11"f' 1l'I:[1I\" ;I'h-_tnc('(l unite; i:l {o0cl pr:':I,'C:i,lll. _\ 

n111)1'-;. r l"-ovinces il1 [\Jolth Viet ~am ll;lv() 
(l])t.'-,1<C I fi\-(' i lUS 0; p,utily jlt'r hf'cbrf' ()~I c1n;jble­
Cl"i'r" ':---'h'j,1:-;, the rice ),1,1(1 in m~ny di~tricts lus 
r(,ad" (: f:\"C' tn six t,-;ns per be-nare, ;-llli: in mrtny 
C(l.nll"l"dii,"p,o the ricE' yield per hcctar<' T.3ngcs b('­
t\\"'':~~ll S(,·d~n ;'llcl eight tons. \\'e m;J~t give a grt'aLer 
impcl\"p to watf"r-control work, so as tn n1(1ke it a 
j"{'\"nt.ninn:1ry movem(,llt "f thA masses <lnd link it 
cln-:('ly with --cience and technology. Th,' acrec!gc 
C'xp:lserl to -[]rJ"'d and dr'Jug1lt sllc>lllcl b(~ 1imitc(1 10 
the minimum, this will umtribute to the lmprOye­
me'lt of th(-~ s, ,il and the stabilization of production. 
\Vit)) bette:· ~ced selection and a suhicient quantity 
of lUllE', pho"phate, espechlly manure and grC('il 
comp,,,,;t, it :;:,honld not b(' too difficult to obtain 
6-7 tuns oi paddy on large areCl5. Fooel due:-; not 
,;onsic:t at ricf' only. "'.) great ;t-ltCi'tion must also 
,)e p"d to :";Ilbsidiar~' ~f(iPS ;u1(l 1egumim'\us plants. 
The province:-; ill the rnidLllds and highh._wl:-; have 
01 gre<l.t lX1tpl1ti:cl ar1r1 m·'~: s,.lvf' the pr.)blcm of 
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socialism in out" countryside. I think that these are 
important theoL~ticJJ. concepts regarding the c1eve!­
npment of our agriculture in its initi;-l.l stage. 
Advanced CcJ-Opu",-,tives are vivid examples tu prove 
thn cn-:--rectncss I)f these concepts. 

The silperiunty of agricul1 un:.l c'J-operatives has 
been demonstrated in many rc:;pects, especially 
tluring the patrioLc war against US aggre:.slOn amI 
the fight against natm·aJ calamities. On the other 
hand, the superiority '_'[ cu-open1,tives must in the 
fin~ll analysis be proved by thr fact that they bl·ing 
the peasantry a happier life. Ii co-operativizatioll 
does not bring the peasants a happier life than in­
dividual production, then the co-operatives will not 
remain strong and the ties binding the peasants to 
their co-operatives will gradu:l11y be loosened. For 
that reason, if we ,\",mt to ensure ~uperiority over 
individual proclucti.on, the only \yay is to go forward 
to la,rgc-scale socialist production, fully ensure to 
the masses the right of being collective masters, 
carry (lut ~11e technical revolnti(~ll, combat '\vay­
Win(-] working habrls a11(l illeral ;lCtS 'which are 
contrary to the natllre of social1;;t ee'Jnomy and the 
line and policies of our Pdrty and State. 

fr),-.cl wIthout affcc',ing the dc\.ciuprrh'nt of other 
strong poi'1b. They must make the best use 
ot the land to push :lheacl with intensive farming 
oj [,'JOn crops over the existing acreage, and give 
.1. b',)i)st to the cultivation of .sub;-.idiary food crops 
slIch as m;lize, potatoes, rnaniuc and other 
;:.;tarchy foo.-ls. To bring h~llldrcjs of thousands of 
hectares of land under maize through a combination 
or manual ''lith mccbanized Lbour is an ('xtIt'mely 
important ohjective, an undertaking of great 
economic v:llae. To achieve tr.is objective, scientific 
workers mllst ensure supplies of sufficient high­
quality seeds ;~Ild thp- central and regional agricul­
teTral service;:.; llH1St allocate sufficient land and 
1" bour. 

Thc :5uperi,-,rity of the new rice yaricties should 
be turner! to accoilnt aWl soil impnn't'ment work 
sjv;uld b{~ adively c;;,rried out- to extend the'ic)intI'Y­
crop ric{'field~ \Yhf"n=~v('f possible. This is an impor­
ta,nt orienbtioJl for :',t;ricu!1-urc ,vhich ',vill have 
good efkcts in many ":phcre~:, Cil?blilli: mure food 
to be supplied to the pctJple, d(''\"(;l.i'piJ1,:'; thf~ breed­
ing of cattle ~ll1cl P'-__ :lIt ry, inCTeCLslllg land pmrluct iv­
ity, improvii1~~' 1. 11(' .;oil nnrl (~nsuring ::l r<ltional 
use of labour \y\- making it r~!<:;"ibl(', f"l thf' pe:1s­
;mt..:; to \vork the whOle ycar ;-'m!;rJ. En'ry CO-l'per­
ativ~, <l.nrl district should folIo'\' this orient-ation in 
the <iUocatilltl -f land and til(' didsiol1 of labour. 
E"pf:cially, they must equip the1ll;,dves with enough 
implements, including a number of necessary ma­
chine'S, 'illch as 1:2 h.p_ tractors. 

Drij-.killg ~i ~!'3 lmO{)rtant as ("tting. e.;;peci;llly in 
;:l t::-opical climate. V.ie slwuld attach great impur­
hnce to tea planting and rapi(1iy increase its acre­
age b )tll for h:~llne" consumptio:i:1 and lor export. 
Su~ar-cane is ~11so very precioJ.~, glvil;g ;1 'It only 
sngar, but also <)ther products of even greC';t.er value. 
\\'c musr h;J,V(' :;;l'e:1: chtermination and organize 
'mr~,i.lv(~j SLlfiic;ently ~o c111tiv~!tc hundreds of thou­
;;dn(~..; O[ hel:t:~_l'f'S of >dustrial crops. The agricul­
tUi':ll ~)::"3.llche'-:, alid '('18 food industry from the 
cen,l'al to he,:;.1 level;; m:lst pay g:reat <ittention to 
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<llIocating sufflcicnt land and labour for the culti'l."a­
tim anct~ processing of sugar·cane, fruit (orange, 
lemon.pineapple, banalla), oleaginous plants (groull<l­
nut, camellia, tung, c,mdleberry, C'te_) which will be 
Ycry us{'ful for hom(' l'on"umption and for export. 
In my opinion, the Jrl.ost Jifficult question and at 
the same time our weakest point lies not in tIl\' 
shortage of lab(,uT or land, but most 0-1 all in our 
la.ck of adequate organization ,Ifld of diligence, 
dynamism <mel pcrseYcrance. 

We must proYide the people with 110t only loud 
but alsu clothing. \Ve have great diificulty in 
growing cott()n in our country and cannot cultivate 
it on a large scale. That is ",\~hy we must pay great 
attention to the planting of mulberry, jutl, and 
timber fm the production of synthetic fibres. \Vitl1 
some tens of thousands ot hectares under jute and 
a processing industry turning out guods ill great 
demand, we are certain to produce a large amount 
for export and meet an important part of the pco· 
pIe's needs in clothing. 

To take uur agriculture rorward to large-scale 
socialist pL,duction means to create a new balance 
betw('er: culti\·atioll ;[1\(1 ,mimal husbandry, and to 
~urn anImal husbaw1ry trum a sideline occupatioo 
10tO a main branch oJ production ",\'hich inclUtll's 
the breeding of cattle (buffaloes, oxen, pigs, goats), 
poultry (chicken, ducks, geese) and fish. In the 
years to come, we must u:-,e eYery effort to trans­
form animal husbandry S0 as to increase the amount 
of foodstuffs fnr the population and manure for 
cultivation, contributing to promoting exports and 
helping the new divisioll of labour. First of all, we 
must re-allocate land for the cultivation of different 
crops and determine the number of crops to be 
gro\vn in a year so as to make a rational use of 
land, strive to increase the number of Cl"OpS in 
order to create more sources of animal feed, at th(.! 
same time \ve must build animal feed proc('::;sing 
installations in each district. \Ve must deClde Oll 
the selection of breeds at an early dab:" make a 
good choice of breeds aml enlarge the network of 
veterinary doctors tu prevf'nt epidemic::; dlld stamp 
out their pockets. The State (and part (If the collec­
tive sector) must see to the productioll and supply 
of selected brccds of repruduccrs, awl the industrial 
production of animal icC'd. As for aninMI hu~ball­
dry, it may be car:-icd O\l: by the State. thp c~lllec· 
tive sector or by id.milic.<.;. Breeding by indiyidu:d 
families, Ycry important at present, should becnme 
a component part of animal husbandry in general 
and put under State organization and management. 
Thus it ,yill ensure full use of the idle labour 

force and food waste in each family. The abo\"/' 
measures constitute the fir:;t step in- the organiza­
tion of animal hUSbandry in the direction of large­
scale production, in a way sllitabk to thc' situation 
of food, materials and manpowrr in our countryside 
at present. 

To expand our economic. relations wit h foreign 
countries, the socialist one,; first of all, is an 
ubjective requirement amI, at the same time, a 
great ao.vantage to us in OLlr a(IYance from small 
production to 1arge-scale sociali.'it production. It is 
t he same thing with agriculture. V\ie should take 
into account not only the possibilities ann require­
ments of au r c)untry but also the needs for export 
:md import. In order to carry Qut rapid lllr)(lerniz· 
ation and achieve big economic results, the orien. 
tation and planning of agricultural development 
must incyitably be aimed also at meeting export 
requirements. Each co· operative, each district and 
the whole nation should thillk of what must be 
done fnr export and strive to use part of the land 
and manpo\\"('r to produce goods for export. To 
speak of the zdvantages of tropical agriculture is 
to speak or its export possibilities, these advan­
tages should be seen in the volume of exported 
agricultural products. With its role as "the basis 
for the development of industry" in the initial 
stage, it is imperative for our agriculture to become 
an export agriculture. Besides exports not only 
contribute to accumulation for socialist industrializ­
ation, but also serve as an important measure for 
the increase of labour productivity in agriculture 
and improvement of the peasants' hYing conditions. 
Therefore, to striDe to have hUlltil'eds vf thousands oi 
itect{[1'cs under illdustrial crops, iegarnillofts plants, 
.fruit trces «ud a herd 0/ cattle (("lid pottltry for 
n-porf, to ensure that ever)! agricultural wvyha 
reser·to (( (·ollsitil'ra1Jle number of workdays for t'x;bort 
Pl'vdllu//O/l - these are problems to whicb much 
thought must be given day and night by agricul· 
tural and foreign trade services, from the central 
to the base level. Efforts to attain the~(' objectiyes 
must 'become revolutionary acts of the peasant 
masses untler the close guidance of State organs. 

In briel, to cultivate f(lur kinds of crop:; (pro. 
clueing Hour, sugar, oil and fibre) on a large scale, to 
turn animal husbandry into a main branch of pro­
duction, to raisp labour productiYity and redistri­
bute the labour force in favour of other trades and 
to ~et up ne\ .... economic areas, first of all in the 
fertile areas - these are the main responsibilities of 
agriculture with regard to the people's well-being 
and s(lciaJist industrialization in the present 
stage. 

INITIAL STEPS IN THE RE.ORGANIZATION OF PRODUCTION 
AND IMPROVEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT 

WHAT shouhl we do now in order to carry 
through the:o;e tasks? In the spi::it of the reso· 
lutions taken at the 19th, 20th and 22nd 

sessions of the Party's Central Committee, the 
Secretariat has just is'suC'd a directive outlining the 
present task for OlH agricult ure. It it to launch the 
initial fe.organization of pYl,d·ll.Gfion and illl)")/'()-;·fIJwnf 
0/ agl'iclIit'l!l'al JW/)/(!.r{I'IIIU!t in order to take our 
agricultun', W11icll lus bl'C'n collectivizeo but still 
suffers to a sprinGS extent from a guild charclCter 
fragm(~ntation and l1lan~r negativ{' a.spects, to 
an agriculturp in i"hich l11Pthotls of specialized and 
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intensn·c cultivation are practised and '\vhic.h is 
developing all·sidedly in the direction of large.scale 
socialist production. Without the re-orgallizatioll of 
production and improvement of agricultural manage­
ment, it will be impossible to consoliriatf' the n('\\ 
relations of production, to do away with the pres­
c~nt negative aspects in the mOVenlf'lll o{ CfH)P~l·;l­
tiyization and agricultural productinl1, to push f"r· 
ward with the technical revolution. to make a 
rational and efficient use of tlll' land aorl nt-lH'r 
means of production, to build a new countryside (Inri 
a new peasant. The achievement of the arh·:IJ1CC'd 
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CO-(lpentivf's are due to the fact t.hat their product.ioll 
and mJ,llagement are rela.tively well organized. How 
shClul(l this rc-organizat ion be carricl1 out? 

First pf all, it is neces'iary to realize that large­
scale ;ooclalist production 1S a type of pro1uctiun 
\\"ho<;.(' ..:;copc. ,\~d system .of division of l;tbour go 
beyon'l the luntts of a reglOn 0r locality, Its aim is 
to m"et th~ requirements of the wh )Ie C,)untrv. Vi..le 
ShOtl~d (l~ away with the autarkic ch:tr,lcter o~f pro­
ductIon. [he whole c')untrv should hccome an im­
men";;;:;: work-site. '~he whole. nation is;1 single mar­
ket. Ench 'worker 1<; a cell III the di vIsion of social 
labuur, each economic unit is a li.nk in the chain of 
production. Each fa.mily, each per:'oon must work 
for the whole society, the whole nation. Inversely, 
th(' wh()le society the whole nation must see to tfw 
\vcHare of each family and to t.he happiness of each 
pcrs<m. E\"('ryb~")(ly (except the rlis(l.blerl.) m:lst clo 
SOIlIf'" work to contribute to the common effort, at 
the :-,amf'" tllllC' no one must hnd his makri,d ancl 
spiritual life uncared. for hv societv: "Orw for ,ill 

independently of each other and have little relati(1n­
,;hip \vith one ,mother and \vith the whole national 
r:con~)my. T.1H' same thing is seen even in edch pro­
(luctlO~ .bngacle of t~e s:-'tme co-operative. Though 
callectt\"\zecl, oll.r agnculture still suffers seriously 
from fLtgmentatlOn and sm, .. ll production. Therefore 
the re.?rganizatioJ1 of production and improvement 
of agncultu~al management is an important task 
lor. the agncultural branch in general and of each 
regIOn and each co-operative in particular. 

The re_organi.zation . of agricultural production 
means that, hanng dectded and stabilized the direc­
tioH of production according to the delimitation!)f 
plantin~ r:gions and planning made centrally and 
a.t pro\'lilclal level, firstly the agricultural labour 
force should be re-:lrganized and redistributed with 
;1 "i(~w to achie~";ng higher pr;,r!ucti\,ity and initiallx 
making colkct\\e labour a "technical necessity, ~ 
secnndly the pr('sent means 01 production, chiefly 
la.wl, ShOIII.d be rc-;trranged and the building of the 
n(:\\" matcnal and technical basis ill the direction of 
centralized, intensive and specialized. cultivation 
continued and thircHv a national distribution of 
eq.uipr:n~nt ,\TIU mCl..t.eriah; and a rational system of 
sc\cntlhc and tech.meal res.eaTch should be arranged 
50 <l:s to serve agnculture m the most rapid and ef­
fective m~nner. So, the re-organintion of production 
and t?e Improve-ffi:nt of. agricultural management 
are a1mcd both at tncreaslng the productive forces 
antl at consolidating the new relations of Ploduction. 
It is precisely lor this rcason that we have always 
affirmed that agricultura: co_operativization must be 
carried out alongside water control, soil improve­
ment, re_organization of the labour force a new 
ori~nt.ati~n of produc.tion on the basis of planning, 
dehmltatton of planttng reglOns and the use of im­
proved farm equipment. I?uring the whole process 
of the devel?pment. of agrIcultural production, con­
stant attentlOD must. be pai.d to the consolidation of 
the ne"\~ relations of prodn.ction and to the gradual 
perfectlOn of the mana.genal and organizational sys-

... ll fCIl" onc. " The building' of a large.scalf' s()cialio;t. 
pro(lucHon :must not be only the w<:rk of the peas­
,LOtry, but It must Dr- the responsibility and the 
{'ifort of the wh .le State, the peasillltry, the wOI'king 
Chl.5S ,mel the socialist intelligentsia, it must be the 
outcome of the triple revolution and of the move­
ment:'. of agricultural co - 0pf'ration ",nd industri­
alizc).tion. Each co·opr'rative, each district engages in 
prorlncllOn n· It onlY in the interests of its members 
;:md of the !')ca1 rnl~ulation but also in the interests 
of the wh Ik 11(11 i·Jrl. Each co_operative, each district 
\\:orks f\lr tIl<' cn·op lll"mbers and the local popula­
tlOn but a15ll {'ll" tlw \vhole nation anrl. is responsible 
10 thp cent~·;.t1 ;\.utllrHlties as well as to the local 
population. T1H' plan o[ a co-operative, a district, 
must be .In lOt('gral p,lrt .of the plan of the prov­
in?e :U1rl of th(' \\'bok natlOna.l economy. A co-oper­
atlyC cannn\ base pr,)duction merely on its own 
r~~qUlremenb and ;\bilitips; the direction of produc­
tl0n.<lnd ;:;uch f<lc\nr~ Z"l'" water control, seeds, pro­
CCSSll1g, must be b;lsl,(l on the (livision of labour, 
cO-'.l;~c1"ation and df'limitfltinn of cropland for the 
whole agricultural branch in f'ach pro\"incf' and 
p<1rtlcnhrly in each rl.istnc1. At present, Ollr co' 'jlf'l"­

<tti"f'S are sociallst f'col\,)mic units bnt thn' "ull 
ha\'l' ;1 :-;trong guild ChZ"lL:ctf'r. Th1'Y \\"()d~ :llm·h1 

10m. 

In the 
ment of 

re-organization of production <tnd impro\'e­
m:cnagcr;.;l1 work, the first nec('ssity is 

(COlltiHl1tl1 all par:i' f7) 
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PACTS ASD L ~·L\ rs 

FACED with the 51 rllggk ()f th(' 
urban masse" 01 South Viet 
1\am again~t his COlTllption, 

tyrctl1ny and sah()to:tgc l't peace, 
national concord and the Paris 
Agreement, Thi('u \vas (orcerl to 
come iotw-arci on telcyi"ion on the 
e,:ening of Octob(~r T. 107-l to 
ans\',;er these attacks. 

"Point out any c,)rnlpt ilC(lOll 

of mine from tllf' time t was a 
Second-Lieutenant n,Hil no,>\' a~ 
President," said h(', lll(lklOg a 
great shenv of pln-ity_ He c1u!ib 
erately ignored the six \'.-ell­
proved offences detailed In 

" Indictment No. I. " This ki. \"r-ni 

Catholic branded the priests \":hn 
had made out the Indictmen t as 
slanderers who had "cnl1cocted 
charges out of nothing" Of" made 
much from little. " 

He insinuated that the p,--~sent 
nationwide m'"Jvement a.gainst 
him was communist.inspired. 
Everything ww; clone by "c.}m­
munists." " Communists :ue 
launching a c8.mpaign of leaflet;.;," 
"Communists are brib;ng tlw 
press," anti so on anri so "iorl h. 
He bluntly announced that" h" 
"will not resign," and that he 
"will leave the presidency (;nly 
'when real peace has becn 
achieved," - a safe prdmisC' f.)r 
u.ne whose whole energies arc 
c0ncentrated on salHltagillg any 
lliav· lllent towards pen.ce. 

J6 

In Nixon's 
III' '\l;! ll"j (org!",t '.') "nl,"I,,:· 

11; .\n1'- t'lCdil b,y'OC;t'~~ [')f ;:" .. " 
'\",'ap.Jlls and l:I)1hns, while the 
" "',lcl'ifi,-, s ill J'Ic!"h al'd bJoo,-l are 
\vhat we : Thieu and Co. 1 mu:c;t 
suffer. Then he S\V(lL"C 10 
COlli nue th(~ \var until" the List 
dnlp of blo:>d, the h,c;t round of 
ammunition and the last grain of 
rir~('. " 

Ue aIs" l"llt I,,!;" Ird a .501n' ((\]\ 
t,·, t11e pr<)ulem of South Vi(~t 
~alll : "gen(>r<d eh!ctiun~ " at thc 
point d his gUll :tnd in th(~ 
tramc,vork ()1 hi~ "l{cpuuiic," 
" na.tional concord" following lh'"' 
rules of his" open ,Hmo.;" policy, 
th.lt is a pure ,t]ld "';](lpk :mrrcnd<'l" 
o"f his adversaries. 

ThicLl'S i ,'k','l'wd spc,"~ch has of 
C(J,tT';l' e:..:cit,',-l strOlls protests 
frUll1 among th' South Victname . .,e 
urba'l pc:>p,llati\)n. The People':-; 
).lo\'cment ~\~aillsl Corraptinl1 
pablicy decl;: .. ~'~!," Thien is taking 
T('[il~e in thp S:Ull(: oJ I formulas. 
ThC"ie lJ..bcls ht"s trying to sLick 
un us an~ fa;ni!i;ll" olles. T;lat j,; 

jll'it WIlY th0 tnOVf'mcllt is doing 
i.h lW-.;t to get: rid. o[ currnptiol1, 
;, ..... ,~ tlle I.; )nntry ami bri;l~ abont 
h.'.'Otlrable CO!1(lit!OllS for peao'." 
The C'mm~~~'''~' lui' llw J"reedum 
elf tilt' ]'1"-''''' '1'; l'nl;ilc Ition 
m I iC' b,'" '~nJnnl. :1' ~ : 

Tblf'll il,1c, ,:-d) I t...I! 

.'iland('F'rl j;mril;l!i-.h. write,"- a,l' 

Fo()tsteps 
iJ;;pul,l!.' tJ ·",·f:'HH'nt3 by L.helling­
i ileffi a~ ,'ulllillclnic,t - il1~pii'ect. 
This is to giv{' hi.m c111 (,"'~\lse ror 
:rusbing i lwm. 

- Thif'Il,. ld;' (rom correcting 
his mistakes, has m;lde use ul 
demagogy to quieten the Ilpposi-
1 ion anti consolidate his p )sition. 

In response tn Thieu's 
( hallcnge: "1£ the entire army 
:md the entire nation no longer 
Ius confi<lcllce ill me, speak it out 
f')r m(~ to kn.lw, ., fhe South Vict-
11i:.l.me:-;e anc:wcr, in sncc('SSi'l' 
del1l()n~tr'l.li·,)w) stagl'll in Saigon, 
Hue, De1 :-lang. Qny Nhon, .Nha 
Trang, I):('n Hoa, C:i.Il Tho, ]\{y 
Tho awl other pbc(';:" is: " Thif"u 
must resign ~ " "l 11 ,I,\"(' no 
Gllnfidence - ill President ~guyen 
Va.n Th;cu," rearl the placards 
raised by S(';rgeallt Dan Vll Dat 
,of the Saigon SPCCi;ll Area and 
.\ircraflman Ho Vuong Tuan in 
tront of the Saigon National 
,\s;';f'mbly building. 

On Octo her '2 t h(' Saigon 
paper lJien Tin (Tekgi'aph) quoted 
a deputy ;)s s~lying that Thien's 
speech was si.mibr tn that of 
N ;X'll1 when he Tcplif'd to tht' 
:\mpric;m people aboot the 
Watergate scandal. ::'\Iaybc it is an 

D1FOf)ria t(' comparison. Thieu is 
'I:wht in his own \Vaterg,,'!:('. 

\11:1 \"e ;I~: know what happf'ne,'i 
;:~I n 

F,iC1F(,Il.:';iatiol' ;)j Sai­
.~(:11 i()"·l'rl(TI.;,·ts on 
()r-,1(l1'(:1 T(J, 1.<)7 .. \ jor 
!, tel"", ui liw pus.' 

"orl t h( ,1), : i i i(Jl1 of 
J )(,;!,," 1107 

V1Ef ~.-\I\I ~'UiJkl.FR 
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To Build a Large-Scale. •• 
(Continued irou' paR'; 1 _1 ,: 

for the cc-oprralives to take in hill'ld t I";,' l1\CJll~ (ll 
prolluction, chiefly land and recupndit' 1l1isa~pro­
priated or misused land. On this basis, production 
should be t"e-orga.nized foHo"\':ing the linC' 0( CCJn(('n­

tratioll by discarding the organization of production 
and profit distribution according t() each prorluction 
brigade and by unifying the utilization an(1 manage­
mf'nt of land on the scale of the \'.-holf' co-opera­
tive. Tt is necessary to redistribute land to the pr'l­
(Iuchon brigades in a way appropriate t I) the rE'­
quirements of cultivation and domicile and to farm 
the land 1111 a large scale so as to 3x()id scat tf'ring 
and fragmentation. The clcse rd"ltiollS Iwtweel1 
land, water and crops must be detenninert by <L 

stTict farmi.ng system and technical plan. rnten:;i,,~ 
fClrming and crop multiplic,1tiorl must be promote(l 
;lnd the cultivated area expanded. The co-opec:ctiyes 
must s'witch from ::cattcred and autmkic produc­
tion 1-0 planned production nnrier unified direction 
at dl.'=ltrict leveL For the time being the average 
size of cc-operatives can be :-.bbilized at arcn~nd two 
hundred hectares of culti\-:lted 1nnr1, but th" CH1pS 
must be multiplied, so th~\t the acreage unrler ernp" 
will be equal to some fi\-c hundred hcct;1TCS. 

f':lrallel \vith the rc-arr;wg('ment of the Inei"lll'-; of 
production, it is necessary to re-utganizt' ,tnd n'rlis­
tri1mte the labour force in t)w rErection (,f sp('ci<.d· 
i?ation. According to the concrl:'te conrJ:tions, \\-e 

must organize ba:;ic brigadcs ,~ncl form a number of 
brigades or teams specializing in :'( ((1'0, inig;-diOT1, 
m«.muing. There should be a division Gf labuin <In<1 
close co-operation beh..-ccn tlles(' brigade's \',-hich 
~hould be bonnd by collective contracts undN the 
guidance of the co-operative' m:lnaging committ('('. 
By setting the labour norm~, classifying the tasks 
anrl fixillt; the \vork-point scale, w{; sha.ll readjust 
the contractual payment of jobs in tlw co-operatiH' 
with regard to each type of plant and animal, each 
type ni wurk and branch of activiti{'~;. and highlight 
the responsibility or each pn,ductiOl: group and each 
co-op membn toward the fruits of labour and pru­
duction ,York. 

H;:tnd in hand \\-itll t-lll' rc;bblislllnent- ()f prodllC­
hon brigades, the co-oper,uivC' man~lging committf'c 
lnU"j <10 its best to build thl' new pl'a,'ifll1t. Thrnl1gh 
the c-.truggle between t he two palhs, - socialism 
and capltali~m -~ the work of transform~dion, the 
organization and management of the co-opnative 
and idcological remonlo-ling, .'lnd the movements of 
labour and production, \':1:' shall gr:tdllally train 
lJe\ .... peasants and (tllv(l.nccll co-op members fully 
capablc 01 becDming mastero:: of the la_roe-scale 
~()cia1ist agriculture. 0 

In the re-organization ()f pr<Jductiun and impro\-e­
ment of agricultural management, a. very new, 
mo:o;t important problem for us is tlu: or:;a'fli~ati0}/ 
oj production (f'ud agnculUlru! li/illlagr;:m-81lt OIl (I 

district scale. :\:; realities have shown, the re­
organization oi prndudion \\-ithin a co-operative is 
not enough to 00 a,,-av \\'ith the scatterecl (\nd 
guiLI character of snl<lll~ production and the c<mdi­
tiell'" it crpates are not suHicient for the co-opera­
tj\"e to develop production with rapidity, high 
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!:tbour prnductiYity ;ul'l .~:r('at f'C '~l"mic re"nl:~. If 
all the factor:; ()i pro(hH'-tion ;-,!1'1 l'>'IlSlllllptir'n 
needs are "herrn~ticallv C lnhncrl" withill thr 
limits of a co operative, -this will siml']Y be an all­
tarkic economy undel" another form. It is quite 
erroneous to take a co-operatiyp or ; n enterpri~e as 
unit when speaking of largp-sca II' soc;ialist produc­
tion. This must be carrwei out l1nt jU';t in each 
('conomic cell ;1110 t'C1.ch ecollomic unit take SeraT­
ate1y but in a whole branch, in the wh-l\c (,f 
social productioll. That is Why tlw reorg<-l.nizCltiQt1 
uf production in a co-up('rative <,d()1lg tlle 1in~ of 
large-scale pro(\llctiril1 and the lransfOl-mCltion ()f 

the co-operative into a truly .::nci:::tlist ee\ nomic 
unit must necessavily ;:1) hand in haJld ;uith the 
ov~aJlizat-i(;n of prcr/-<ttfI01! (I/id ;iiaJiIIgcII.'rut (J1/ the 
district scale. 'vVc are ,1.11 aware that agricultural 
co-operativization i.s a pmcess of the socialization of 
labour and the df'n::loprrent uf gradually enlarged 
relations of division a11<l co-operation of the labour 
force; it is the pn)ce:;s of organizing agriculture 
on a large scale and on the basis of intensive and 
specialized culti\-ation, d the formation of spe(;ial­
ized production units co-ordinatc(l within a (lefinitf' 
structure making each co.operative organica11y con­
w'ctecl, through tlw process of production itself, 
with other co-()pel-~ttives and \vith the State econotn· 
ic sector. The problem to be solved is, from wh,!! 
sbtnd-point can we re-orgunize production and 
proceed with a new division of lClbour along this 
line? It is obviou"ly impossible within the frame­
work of a co-operativf' covering some hundreds of 
hectares of land and employing a few hundreds of 
people as is common a t present. This can be rf'aliz­
ed only with a co' opera tive of a. larger size. I think 
that in the present conditions of mechanization it is 
possible for a locality handling about tcn thousand 
hectares of agricultural bnd and employing about 
forty thousand peoplr, that is the scalt' of one 
district, to carry out such 3. division of labour 
and organization of production in a better and 
more rati(l11al way. 

To carry out <:gricultmaJ production on a large 
scale, a balance III the 1 elations of production is 
necl'ssary, that is a balance in the division of 
labour, a balance between cultivation and animal 
husbandry, between the various aspects of cultiva­
tion and tIl('- various aspects of animal hu~baJ1dry_ 
It is not p-.lssiblc tu establisb such a balanc(' within 
a co-operative. On the contrary, \Ve must first start 
from the economic and tl:'chllical plau for a w..bole 
district, from the del imitatien of its eC0110D1 ic sec­
tors, from its o\vn planning and the establishment 
of balanced relations 011 a di:3-trict level which arc 
included in the framev.-ork of the provincl:' plan and 
delimitation of economic sectors. Prom this we may 
determine the direction of production tor each 
co-operative, and establish balanced rF'lations within 
each co-operative on tlte basis ('f tJ-- division of 
l(d)Ol!r (fnd wUab()ratioll -in hl'odltCtio)1 between 
l-'ariolls C()-GP('1~atives a11d bellcon 'Ol.:1il (I11{i the State. 
Only On a district scalf" i~-; it [)[)'~sible to oi~tribute 
the land rationally between Ci) i1.ivation and animal 
husbandry ,mel make animal husbanrlry a main 
branch of production, to rationally apply the 
teChnique necessary for cultivation and animal 
husba.ndry; to organize a rational division of 
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1clbour bct\\'een agricultural work, other economic 
activities and nat-!(JIlal defence at grassroots len'}. 

It is the Srll1lC' with the e:.;Llhlishl11{'llt of the 
material and technical ba-e. TJlere are problems 
'which can be ~ )j\'t"d within ;\ c" -operative, but there 
are manv otlier..; which must be settled bv it dis­
trict and e\'en by a larger region, The planning, 
construction, Il1d nagcment and utilization of the 
irrigation s)':;tem cannot be confined within the 
framework of a co-operati\'e. Jnstallation:" ror pro­
cesslllg agricultural product:; and animal feed, 
mechanical repair workshops, \\"olkshops for 
producing building materiab (lime, bricks, tiles), 
i.ndispensable statiuns, etc" call110t remain !'.catt('fed 
ill (Efferent co-operatives; they will be more profit­
able if built on a larger ;;cale, that of a district, 

The district has tbe task not only of organizing 
production and the di\'ision of labour, but also of 
caring for the life of the population, of building a 
new countryside. With the assistance and unifiecl 
management of the central government and the 
province, \vith the lIse of natural resources and 
labour according to the mOst economical metholb 
amI the best technical Ilwthod, the district is abk 
to satisfy a large part 01 the needs of its U\\"ll popu­
lation while making an ever greater contribution to 
the requirements of the whole country, It is able 
not only to care for the material life of its inhabi­
tants but also to provide cultural activities, educa­
tion and health, to build a socialist countryside 
and to clo",clv combine, on a rational basis, eco­
nomic ,dth cultural activities and with national 
defence. With the re·organization of production and 
the labour :Lnce on the district scale, each district 
will becomp ,l "'Vstem for the basic divisioll of 
labour in a la,rge-~<;cale agriculture embracing man~' 
co-operatives with a Jlumber of illdispen~able sta­
tions and small inJustrial plants in the service of 
agriculture, All these units, \\'llich are indr:-ppndrnt· 
self-supporting enterprj~es, are howtver linked 
together by a strict division of labour, and a close 
co-ordination in production. This means that the 
district 'will no longer be a purely agricultural 
organization, it ,,'ill DrCOIllt' II base' /01' ({!/,i'J'i!ig (lut 
tlte triple Y('l'ollttioJl in flte (()!t!ltrvsitic and a (('ulre 
/01' lite comoiJlat-ioll of agricu!f.l1J'e ""itll imlu::,!!'),. 
producti01I '(c'ith disiribuli(n/, State ''"'iilt lol/cclivl' 
ownership {Iud ",tatc /lI['cstll!nils with the pl'up!e's (iie)/! 

cllorts. 

In the present structure of the national ecollomy, 
when agriculture is the basis for the development of 
industry, as far as agriculture is concerned the 
balance between it and the other branches on the 
nation,!l scale and the balance within each district 
aTe vpry important. The central administration 
purchases agl-icultural product:=; from the district, 
while the district is the ma.rket for the cl>n~umption 
of industrial goods produced at the central and 
province levels. The central and provincial adm;n­
istrations, according to the needs of each district, 
supply agriculture with materials and machines 
which will be distributed to the varions production 
units ·within tllP district according to ,I fixed 
plan, 

Under central leadrl'sh:p, the provincial k .... el, 
whose economic structure c,lmprises both industry 
and agriculture, directly ;.;tecrs the district lc\'el to 
ensure the centraliz('ci and unified direction of the 
central le\'el, and to e:<ploit, in the b(,<;t pm<;ible 
" .. -ay, the sources of natural wealth and manpowt'r 
of the locality, Local industry run at the provincial 
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le .... el must, together \Ylth ccntr;ll industry, provide 
new technical equipment for agriculture in a. unified 
and planned way. The combination of the thre~ 
leveJs, central, provincial and district, into a unified. 
socia-economic system, in which the district dircctl,V 
organizes and manages agricultul'c (It tlte grassroots. 
is a rational form of organization ensuring the 
steady advance of agriculture to large-,<;cale '5ocialist 
production, 

Though each has a "life" of its o\vn, agricl!lture 
and the other economic bmnches combine- with 
each other to form a unified structure, they inf1n. 
ence one another in many fields, production and 
consumption, organization of mculilgement and 
execution of policies, and are closely fe-Jatcd to 
other social activities. Therefore we must not think 
that the re-organization of production and impro\'c­
mcnt of agricultural management arc the tasks of 
agriculture alone and are only concerned with its 
own internal problems, We must realize that these 
are common tasks for the whole State, for all 
braJlclw~ ;md levels, from agriculture to industry, 
irom planning organs to trade, finance and banking, 
from economic branches to cultural activities, florn 
the health sen'ice to the administration, In order 
to cope with the new organization of production 
and the ne\\- managerial system in agriculture, all 
branches, according to their tasks and functions 
with regard to agriculture, must re-examine their 
regulations and policies and even those among their 
organizations which are linked to agriculture. They 
must boldly discard what is outdated and rapidly 
introduce ne\v measures as required by the actual 
situation. Failure to meet these requirement.s ,,·ill 
impede the agricultural movement and delay th(> 
general proce~s of development. 

Vietnamese Studies 
(Alreadv pllulished ill 1974) 

:--n 31 Rur;tl Health \Vork and 
Disease Prevention 

N L' 35 : Glimpses of C;S :\"eo-Cololliahsm 
(Ill) : LS ).ieo·Colnl1iaIISm III 

Southeast Asia 

~" YJ: INDOU-ITc.;.\ TIl\' Hl,:!-I973 
Turning-pOint 

I 
I _. __ I 

VIET NAM COURIER 



Thang Long Hanoi 

N" 30 - l'o\'cIllber 1974 

On tht U(C(fSIOIl (If th, 2l,tit {/J!il It 'i1sa I l' ,l tli, lit!lntiiem (lj 
Hanoi (October 10, U)54 - October ro, HJ'7+). ,,-)C prc.-,;cnt to (>111' 

rl'udcrs. i-lI.fhis iSS-i~(' (l1Id flit' next, (/ brief his/ort' of ]{alloi IUI,I 
S(llii(' [[s(!rcts oj life ill thl' (ity. _ . . 

Establishment 

ACCORDU\G to lC'gcnd, I\:ing 
Lv Thal To, the loullrL-r of 
tl{c Ly dynasty (JOOg-TZ2S) 

~;l\\- " a llragoll soaring skywanl"' 
while l1E' \YUC; cro:;sing tIl(' '-Ln~a 

which i'> Hanoi t<'dav. I"rom 
this com'~s the name TI1;ll1g T.llng 
(The S/),;ring Dragon) gi,'en to tIl(' 
l'J.Vital I)f Vict ;';am in JOtO, tlle 
date it was chosen as the :-;ite of 
the new capital, replacing Hoa 
Lu ill Ninh .Bin1l province, 93km 
s -'uth oj" Hanoi. 

"This is a large and level "Ireteh 
of laml, high and sunny, ",lierc 
the people do not ll;l\-C {I) Jin~ 
ill clark ~ll1cl (lamp place", where 
f'\"(>rylh:ng and ('\'cryborly bn'atlJ~ 
rs pro:;pe-rity aml .iO~T. Comparrd 
with t-lw -I"est oi Vie-t land, 
thi·,; is a bf:'~LUtiful plaC(', all im­
port;lIlt centre where people from 
all corners of the countrY can 
gather together. [t is an ext:cllent 
cib.', <mrI deserves being chosen 
ac' the d.ernal site vi our country's 
capitaL" (Edict 011 Trallslt'YY't11~ 
tIlt' Capita! iso-ued by King Ly 
Tbai To, lOlU.) 

,-\lthough HOil Lu \vas situated 
in a. ~{)()d dch~:lsi\"c position. deep 
In t lH' limestone mountains of 
~inh Hinh, its distance from 
highways. big rin:1"3 and populous 
areas lllflde it unsuitable as a cap­
ital at ,I time \\-hcn "Vietnamese 
c,()ciE'ty was entering a new stage" 
The t-crmination of over ten cen­
turies (Jf domination by Chinese 
feudal dynasties and by Vietnam­
(~,o:e feudal lords \\lho had carved 
out fiefs for themselves under the 
pn'yil)llS dynasties made it neces­
:-.ai"V for the ne'xly founded Lv 
dynasty to build up its o\-Yll pres­
tige and po-wer as a me;lnS of 
strengthening indepeudenc(' and 
so\"(:'reignty. A nl'\\ rapital city, 
which would meet 1 he require­
ments of the new situation, \\'i'!:-, 

therefore needed. 

Sprawling along the great H.erl 
[{iver and close to another impor­
lant \vatenvay, the ]),IY River, 
(a dozen kilometres :-->outh\\-est ot 

of the Capital 

Hanoi), Thang Long, in the cen­
tre oj the North Viet Nam delta, 
was 'scll-pb,ced for the clevelop­
ment uf the eC:Jnomy and commu­
nication~;. In defence and adminis­
tration too, its p03ition was super­
ior to that of Hoa Lu. Lying about 
IMlf\\-av between the northern 
and 'Southern b0rdel"S 01 Viet ~am 
(I), Thang Long would be belte)" 
able to cope \",jth the frequent 
fCll"eign in\"asions of the period. 
~loreover, as it was not so far 
from the Yast mountain regions 
of the ~orth Vietnamese hinter­
land, the Cf'.11Lal administration 
wuuJd be :lble to impose a marc 
effecth-(' mle over the ethnic 111 i­
noriti(';i of thcsf', ;1 rea:. ancl their 
uprislllg-" \\ ltit-h often caused 
difficL1lttcs til ihc mUllarchy, could 
be more L'a-;ily ~;uppre5s('d. Final­
ly a citadel had c_"-bled at Thang 
Long for iiYe or ~ix centuries and 
the place \\-as already a bustling 
trading centre \\-itll a sizable 
populat ion. 

Thang Long l-emained the c<\pi­
tal of Viet Nam for eight centu­
ries from 1010 until It$O:Z when 
the last Vietnamese elynasty, the 
Nguyens, seized po\\"er and trans­
fern::d the capital to Hue (in 
Thuan Roa, now Thu~\ Thien 
proyinee). It was only in I83I 
that a Nguyen dynasty king, 
~linh :\lang, changed its !lamE' tn 
H:J111 Ii -- the city lying bet \\"epll 

two rl\'ers (IIa: river, 1-101: in, 
between). l.:nder the H0 dyn~lsty 
(1400 - 1407) Thang Long was 
kno\vn as Dong Kinh (Eastern 
Capital) to distinguish it from 
Tay K1nh (\~Yestern Capital) ,shieh 
had been establislw(t at Thanh 
Hoa (53 kIll s()uth of Hanoi), 
and eluring the '20 years of domi­
nation by the ::\Iing empernr:-. 
(1.107-1427) Dong Kin11 was also 
called Thanh Dong (Juan (the 
Eastern Gale Cita,lel). Dong Kinh 

(I) l";('t S(III/'S borders under 
the ]-:1' and TY{{n dynasties still 
fell/ainul nbu'L'c tlie c(,l1tral pYO'i.;inCt:s 
oj pn·,'t'nt-dol' CClltml Fiet Sam, 
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later became corrupted into TUll­
quin by European trader:> and 
the name Ton kin 'was used by the 
French rulers to design:"'! te the 

wh'.)le area nrn\' knowll as Bac Bo 
(stretching from the Viet Nam­
China bonier sonthwitnis to Thanh 
Ho,t pwvince). 

Royal Citadel '.lnd Royal Capital 

I N the autumn of 1010 following 
the promulg;;.tlOn of the king's 
"Edict on Tr;mferrillg the 

Capital," the p','ople in Thang 
Long set about building the royal 
capit,d. We are told that gH~ai 
enthll."1i;lSlI1 was ShO\\"Il in this 
L'tsk: 1n theit book "Timg 
Thw)ng Ng~lU Luc" Pham Dinh 
l-In c,md Nguven An notrcl that 
n-pn stuclellts of the Nati<lll:l1 
("allege itl Thang Long, wIdell 
\\'{lS ;'lUended by S',ltlS of high-Llllk­
ing manddrins, joined in "dig-' 
gin;~ ;lll!l C:ln\'iw~ earth to build 
the l'ity." 

lht nc\.\lv con'-t1u(tcd Tlt,lng 
Long W,l:-; n{Zldt> up at' t\.yO 'il'ctors: 
tIll' rov,d citadel and the royal 
c;\pitai, a division \dlich \\'<15' in 
the main pr{'serw~c1 by the [(lllo\\-­
ing r1vn;lc;tie-;. 

The ruval citadel, Ivit1O' in 
the heart of the rtly:t1 '~api­
tf11 amI surrr.lUndect by walls 
and r[J,mparts, was the sector 
inhabited by the king amI the 
royal family, and also Ow site 
of royal audiences. The royal 
capiLlI, which girdled tlH~ royal 
citadel, was reserved for the com­
n1')n people, the mandarins, and 
the soldiers. Inside the royal cita­
del was another sector: The Por­
hidden Cit1'. This Wet.'- cnclu:>er1 
by strongly fnrtified wedb, with 
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deep moals, anti \VclS always 
closely guarded by soldiers. -It 
\\'as the pl"iv:.1.tc abode of the 
king and the royal family. 

As early as the Ly dynast-y, 
the roy,d citadel cont,Lined a 
series of palaces. Built by the 
finest w(Jrkers obtainable \yjth 
their symm~tric~cl at1(1 harmonious 
arrangement, U1C'y wcre anlon" 
the most beautiful <11'chitectur;J 
works of the time~. 

The main paLl~,' \\-etC; built in 
the very centre 0: iht:, n-'ctangu­
lar Sp8.Cl' enclosed by the royal 
citadel. The nal1J(' of t his !IF] in 
palace YeJried fruJll one dynasty 
to allother: Kien ~guyen (Power­
ful Era), or Thien An (Heavenly 
Peace), or Kinh Thien (Respected 
Beaven). It \\":l'i here that th8 
king gave audiences and discu,.;s­
ed state a.ffairs with his man­
darins - lllilit;Lry anti civilian. 
It was als'J here that b:=t.nqnets 
were gi\'en 110\'/ 8.nd then on im­
portant occasion:-o, that s\\-earing­
in ceremonies \\-ere held for 
ne\vty [l,ppointe(t mandarins, ;mel 
shuttle-cock gamG-; or cock-fight­
ing were organizeu to entertain 
the king, 

The main palace was surround­
ed on all sides by other palaces, 
",Hanged symmetrically and con­
nectecl \\-jth OTle another. 

Apart from the jl,tlacE':-, the 
roval cita(ld conbiJ1ld many 
temples, shrines, pagodas, to\vers, 
pavilions, kiosks, pleasure lakes, 
royal gardens, and miniature 
llwllntaius, ;1.11 of \\"hich \'.·ere 
re<,en'cd for the kiJl~ ,dotH'. The 
boc,k "Dai Viel Su LUfJt":,' ( .. \ 
Short History ot Viet Nrull) , orig­
inally written in Chi.nese ellal'­
acters. the mnst ancient h''J('K 
of Viet ~alll, records: "The 
Chung Tien pavilion \\'as built in 
1I6r. Its upper 1"0>11S 'xerp cov('r­
ed with golden tiles, and its lower 
roofs, with silver on0~." In his 
bl)ok "Wen Hsien Shung l{;10" 
(Report on a Civili/;t~ion), }Ic; 

Tuan-lin, a 12th-century Chin('se 
hi'ltorian, noted that the Ly kings 
'live in a four-storeyed palace, 

surrounded by other building" 
such as the Thuy Tinh ('J'lv'r 
Genie) PaIrlce, the Thien NgnYE'n 
(Heavenly Era) Palace, etc. All 
these palaces are painted l·;.'d and 
their pillars are ('(were.-1 with 
paintings or engn1. yings of dragons, 
phoenixes, fairies ... " 

The royal citadel was further 
enlarged in the following centu­
ries. A map of the time of Hong 
Due, drawn in 1490 and still pre­
served, shows that unc1Pl" the Le 
rlynasty, the royal citadel was 
twice as hrgf' as llr~dcr the l .. y 
and 'Iran dynasties. L;lter still 
more palaces \','erc built. In 1512 
;done, King I.e Tuong j),lC ord,~r­
eel the building or [00 palace::.: at 
a single time, each with tall 
to\\'er~ , 

A \V,,:~j('r .. n mi:i:;ionary Harned 
;,Iarini who COUll(' to Thang Long 
to prf'ach Roman Catholicism ill 
t1)(' T 7th century rlescrihrd the 
royal citadel -,'.-hlch 1lt' had seen 
at'that time in his book, " . .\. :\e\\:, 
and Curious History of thl' Kinr: 
doms of Tonkin aliJ Laos," He 
affirmed that an\-' {orl'ign \·i.sitor 
who came from thE' nyaJ carital 
inlo the rOY:II ciLvlel, lI111"it bf' 
sarpriscd on sec·ing: not just a fe\\' 
p:llac('s, but a y,'hole ci1i.y, lar;,.;c 
and very beautiful. l\Iarini sa\\ 
lllany solcliers on guard and many 
mandarins of various ranks. He 
saw numerous elephants, horse:;, 
amI weapons and a large qna.\l­
tity of weird ammunition. All 
that, he wrote, was "beyond the 
visitors' imagin<ltion." .--\s f01" the 
royal palace, l\Iarini noted, ;1-
was made of wood, and was beau­
tifully ;ldornecl with a number of 
gohl objects, eJllbroic1erie~, amI 
mZlb and rugs of all colonrs. 

Since 1900, p:uticulady since 
thl' liberation of f\orth Viet Nam 
in 195.-/, excavations have un-
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earthed many types of brick-; and 
tiles, earthernware, porcelain 
and gold articles and objects of 
carved ironwood, over a sizable 
;\[ca bordel'ing on the West 
Lake (r) in the northwest of 
Hanoi. III 8.ddition, numerous ce­
ramic objects covered with jade 
enamel, \vhich first appeared un­
der the 1.y dynasty (11th century), 
have been found. 

The roy,tl citadel was fenced 
in by the Dai La. wall, erected, 
for the purposes of ddence and 
protection against floods, in 1014 
and constantly reinforced in the 
following ccntunes. 

.As the royal c,lpital was ten 
time . .:; larger and much more po­
pulous th:m the royal citadel, the 
number 01' its architectural works 
was ill no way negligible. 
Although majestic palace" were 
not to b~ lc.!Und here as in the 
imperial citadel, in their place 
were a host of large' mansions 
reserved for princes and prin­
cesses, mandarins and big traders 
and Ltndowners. The official 
annals i ~nded to ignore such 
structun:", only mentioning those 
wbich beilmgl:ll to the king. 

Amon;~ spots of scenic beauty 
inside the royal capital, the 
tiuest was the lake now 
known as the lIo Tay (West 
Lake), ctt that time called the 
]Jam Dam Lake because it ·was 
"covered wit.h mist" several 
months in the year. This lake 
was 538 hectares in area and on 
its shores, built by every dynasty, 
were rest and recreaLion places. 
The king,; of tbe 1.y and. Tran 
dYln..;ti0'i built numertHh palae­
cc: calleu hal/II. cung (rest pa­
vili,}Il<:) on the :;hores of the lake, 

NY ji...l - Novt'mber 1974 

and often organized entertain­
ments on its \'.'ater. There were 
also kiosks on the islets and the 
shores where the king often came 
aml watched people catch fish, In 
the 17th centllry, the feudal 

,lords of the Trinh dynasty or­
dered the construction of many 
big palaces around the West Lake. 

We find. a description of the 
West Lake as it was at the end 
of the r8th century in the book 
"Thuong Kinh Ky Su" (Reminis­
cences of a Trip to the Capital) 
written by Le Huu Trac: 

"My boat had passed the rocky 
mountain the middle of the lake. 
Looking ahead, I saw the blue 
sky, and the green water with 
its rippling waves. Flock after 
flock of white storks He\v in cir­
cles, pair after p3.ir of wild geese 
fluttered about on the other side 
of the lake, while along the dike, 
'Ly Cung' trees with their thick 
foliage swayed in the breeze, 
noW appearing, now gone. On 
the sand dune in the middle of 
the lake, a string of palaces stood 
out. Gra,,:; and flowers vied with 
each other in colours, while fish­
ermen's songs rose high under 
the afternoon sky. The bells 
from pagodas tolled, pressing 
the :-;un to set. Sitting in the 
boat, I felt boundless bliss. I 
kept looking at the majestic pal­
aces and towers amidst verdant 
trees. As my boat pulled nearer, 
I caught sight of Tran Quoc Pa­
goda." (2) 

Two other noteworthy struc­
tures in royal capital are the 
Van Mieu (Temple of Literature) 
which \Va'> linked to the Ouoc T11 
Giam (National College). ,.., 

The Van :\-1ien was built in Ivio 

and dedicated to the cult of Con­
fucius and other ancient Chinese 
scholars such as Yen Tse, Teng 
Tse, Meng Tse... The Crown 
Prince came twice a month to 
listen to literary cDmmentaries. 
In 1076, the QllOC Tu Giam \va~; 
built, as a study-hall for dbCf;'Il­

dants of high mandarins. In tlH:' 
following centuries, ·with the dt·­
velopment of education, the <...Juoc 
Tu Giam became a centre of 
higher learning for the whole 
country. Many more stUdy-halls 
were built on the rear side o[ the 
Van Mieu, thus further extending 
its area until it was about 350 

metres long and 75 metres wide 
with a brick wall surrounding it. 

Within was a school cum­
pound whose hundred room" had 
enollgh space for 300 buarders. 
The students who attende,l the 
College were selecLed by exami­
nations held ill the proyinc·c·s and 
further tested through fUlll" other 
competitions. In the (.Juoe Tu 
Giam, examinations \\ ere held 
every few years, amI the bt'st 
students were honoured with a 
doctor's degree. The Vall l-.IiCll 
still has two rows of halls dallkcd 
by 8z marble st.elae, {'<.Jell (.JIlt' 

bearing the name.:; and date: .. uf 
birth of the doctor.., \\-'11O had 
graduated. 

(rJ The excavations and tlte 
distribution 0/ the objects found 
su.ggest that the 'i'oyal citadd 101-

del' the Ly dynast}' was rectaJlgu· 
lar in shape, three ldlomeires lmlR 
and t.wo kilometrrs ",ide. 

(2) I.e Hun TraG: Thuong 
KintL Ky Su, Culture Plthl ishine; 
I-!oirsc', Htwoi 1959, p.zS. 

Un the Hal Ni()i::1' 
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Life in Thang Long 

The A'liu{' /"al1 pm'If.. 
1011 111 the 1'(,11I,hll' 0/ 

Literatu!"! 

f ROM its vrigms as a cOllecti.on 
of scattered farming villages, 
Thang Long Was at first divid­

ed into phuong (trading quarters or 
guilds made up of all the 'wGrkers 
engaged in the same trade), Such 
phuong numbered 61 under the 
Ly and Tran dynasties (r I-14 th 
centuries) and 36 unuer the I.e 
dynasty (15th century), 

In his bo<",k "Du Di~\. Chi" 
(Geograpby) '\-nitten III 1430, 

NguYf'J1 Trai recorced the ll,lmes 
of many Thang Long quarters, 
Each quarter was associated wit11 
a trade or profession and produc­
ed or dealt in a different kind of 
article. 

was as large as ;l ll1ediunl-sized 
town in hiS country ~Italy J' at 
that time. All the quarters WfTe 
crowded with handicraft workers 
and merchants, In front of tIle 
quarter's gate, signs were put up 
clearly m:lrking the prices, qua­
lity and available qnantitie5'i "Of 
the goods ... 

It was in these P1WOlli; that the 
vivid panOrZll1la of life in the 
anciellt capital city of Thang 
Long unfolded it.'idf, 

It should be noted that in thc 
old cities and towns of the East, 
the PIWOl1{{ (quarters) and phu 
(streets) were quite distinctive. A 
str'eet was both a part and a 
product of the quarter. In many 
cases, quarters appeared long 
before streets, in others, c.;treets 
and quarters appeared at the 
same time, But no street C\"('r 
appeared before the quarter tu 
which it belonged. 1n the cities 
and towns of Vi!'t 0iam, as well 
as in many other Eastern coun­
tries, the people's rhvelling-quar_ 
ters Vlure usually arranged paral­
lelly in square or rectangular 
sectors separated from OIle anoth-
er by a chess - board n f broad, 
straight streets, Like the hamlets, 
the phuong were usually ,SurrOUIH1_ 
ed by walls and ramparts, ,'.lith a 
gate at each end which was 
locked at night or in case 01 
emergency. Inside, small alleys 
led to the houses. With Lhe dcvel­
('pment of amf'rcanlilc economy, 
people from the qu~rtl"rs sct up 
shops to sel! goods alollg the 
pavement_-i so as t.) hcilitatc 
lrade activities Thus. tbe c;trf'eb 
gnHiualIy appcared 

l2 

Trading activities in the royal 
capital of Thang Long from the 
r6th century onward made it an 
important and crO'\\'ded market, 
as described in conte-mporary 
\vritings, Trade was thriving 
along the To Lich H.iver (1) with 
the merchants coming ill junks 
from the Dav and Hpd Rivers to 
buy or sell 'goods. TIl<lng Long 
became the biggest "market 
place" in Viet Nam, called by the 
foreign traders X(' C/;.(I (:\Iarkct). 

Abbot Richanl. a. \Vt~stern 
missionrtry \vho came to Tll<lng 
Long in the rSth century, wrote 
about the ferry-landings o[ I(e 
eho as l\)lIo\vs: 

"The number of l)()<lts is .so pro. 
digious that it is dif hell! t to 
approach the <'11ores of the 1"1\'('1': 

our ri\"crs and most (!f our com­
mercial ports, even V('llice, with 
all its gondolas and boats, can 
give no ielea c.f the _ bustle and 
popUlation of the rIVcr ~lt he 
Cho ... '· (2) 

\Vith !"l'ganl lu rhe market 
-;es::.julls, hi' wrutc, they wel e 
crowded" to such a degr{'c that 
it is making great pn)grc'.'i:-\ b 
advance ,l huwlr(':l pact's ill ]l;t!t 
an hour :llthougb the street.., ~Ir.' 
vcry bruacl. " ('$) 

Accl)nlillg 
4 ua 1"t er ill 

til ,"\L I ,-j ni, 
,(I:l'il'llt Th:llli.; 

(',tel! 
LOllg 

The streets of Thang Long at 
that time wel'e indeed those of a 
fully-fledged city. As described 
by Abbot Hicllilrd, "The streets 
of Ke Cho are large and beauti. 
ful, paved \vitb bricks, except 
where elephants, horst'.'i, king's 
carriages and c:lttlc pass." 

The people's dwelling. quarters, 
as early as the Trinh epoch ([7 t h 
century), consisted ()f tall storeyed 
houses - a prcc:lution against 
floods. 

The offices i)f the nun darius 
were In the royal capital but 
activities at court centred round 
the royal citatlel where the king 
gave al1rlience~ and received the 
reports of his lIlandarillS. 

The king livt'rl among a crowd_ 
ed royal family, In SOmE' peril ds 
there were half a dozen or eW'n 
a dozen queens at a time. Whde 
concubines, and women of the 
harem sometimes l"~n into the 
hundreds, and even <1" much ;\-i a 
thoLIsand, All the members of the 

(I) To Licit ri.ms the river tltat 
iTI),,'S anclolt Than/{ ',on/?, Its 
!;,'d is llO,u' JUlrrOZ(I('J" {/nd so'me ('} 
its sections hili'!! henl jilled l1P. 

(2), (j) Abbot Rirliard, ",.J eii/if 
({lIIi Political }'Vatural History oj 
Tomkin, , Pm' is, 1778, pp. 33 
and 2b. 
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royal hou::iehold Hved leisurely, 
parasitically and in great luxury 
shut up all the time within the 
d!)(ITS and walls of their palaces, 
completely cut off from life in 
the city outside. To serve them 
there \vere a contigent of ennuchs 

The recruitment of mandarins 
was made fin.t by nomination 
and afterwards through various 
examinations. Vnder the Lyand 
Tran dynasties, the sons of com­
mon people, particularly those 

In ancient Thang Long, a man's 
social standing could easily be 
distinguished by the colour of 
his dres::> whose sty Ie was carefullY' 
regulate{i by the' fCl,dal regime. 
For instance, in 1396 only three 
basic colou 1'5 ",'ere accepted: 
red, blue and white. High-rank­
ing mandarins dressed in purple, 
crimson or vermilion, those of 
!<,wer ranKS in the various shades 
of bhl<', and ,~iJnllnon people in 
white. 

Tattooing was a common 
practice under the various dynas­
ties. Under the Tran (13th and 
14th centuries), the king and the 
feudal lords, military men and 
civilians, ,ell painted dragons on 
thE~ir bellies, backs and thighs. 
Later, soldie[s stationed in the 
Forbidden City and servants had 
their ll)reheads tattooed with 
letters (Chinese iueogra.phs), pic· 
turt:s or other special marks. For 
instance, the king's servants were 
tattooell with the three words 
toa fh1Wll~ 110 and those serving 
ITl.anc1ariIl'i wiih the \vords qUlin 

inol'; JiO. 

,', 

New Year's festivals and other 
yearly festivities were a.n import­
ant feature at life in Thang Long. 

In his book" Description of th(' 
Kingdom of Tonqueen," Samul.'l 
Baron, an English trader, wrote 
about the Tet _VgwycJI Dan (or 
simply Tet) as follows: 

"Their festivals last thirty 
days, which are passed in rejoic­
ings, visits c1l1d continual feasts. 
They make reciprocal presents: 
and this time is very lucrative 
to the mandarins, school-masters, 
bonzes, and those who receive 
presents from all parts." 

Under the Ly dynasty, the 
:'lid- :\utnmn Festival lasted up 
to seven days and nights. At 
that time it was also called Hoi 
QHang ChieH, meaning that the 
lamp lights at ~1id-Autumn, 
spread far and wide. In the 
centre of the to\yn, a se\'en­
tiered tower called" Illuminating 
Tower" \vas erected. It was 
cQverc{l with motlels at dragons 
and phoenixes carrying blazing 
lamps. On display here was a 
pendulum moved by a system of 
cog-wheels like those of a clock, 
with a litllc bonze striking a 
bell with a wooden rod and 
bowing his head. in salute upon a 
signal (I). 

of actors and street singers, were 
not allowed to sit for examina­
tions, however high their stan· 
danis. This unjust law was 
abolished under the Le dynasty 
in the late 15th century. Also 
from the 15th century, man­
darins' titles and honorary titles 
began to be bought and sold. A 
Illan \\"ho wanted an hL)fiOrarV 
title just h,-HI to give the State ~ 
certain amount of paddy, what­
ever his social sta.nding and with­
out having any .obligation to serve 
as a man(larin. There were nine 
honorary titles, ranging up\vard 
in hierarchy from the ninth to 
the first grade. In 146o, as record­
ed in the annals, a man haLl to 
give 60 hoc 01 paddy to the 
State in exchange for the gth 
grade, 200 hoc for the 7th grade, 
and so on ... As for nomination, 
in 1736, the price was 1,800 quan 
(copper coins) for a post of tri 
1111 yf H (governor of a small or 
medium.sized district), and 2,SOO 

quan {or a post of tri ph'll (gov­
ernor of a bigger district). 

Biggest ,,"ere the Tet ~VgHyen 
[Jan (Lunar New Year's Festi,:al) 
and the :'li,l-Autumn Festival. 

On the Red River, boat races 
\\ ere often organized with up to 
a thousand boats taking part in 
each race. The king ordered 
copious feasts cllong the riverside 
to enterta.in the mandarins, and 
sometimes foreign ambassadors 
attended the races· 

The Ngoc Son Temple on the Roan KioJl. Lalig 

Ne :\0 - November I97~ 

The {tfon~ (classical opera), clieu 
(popular opera) and (lances were 
common {rom the qtb through 
the 17th centuries. The bouk 
by Samuel Baron cited abo\'e 
contains drawings of many scenes 
of (lances, singing, musicaJ con­
certs, variety shO\vs and other art 
performances, made by a Viet­
namese at the autlwr's rf'quest. 

Bllt wasteful entertainments 
contnlsted with such healthy 
cultural activities. "Three or four 
times a month, the King came to 
to Thuy Lieu Palace un the shore 

(1) .-Is J,-(orr/('d un a siple at tlie 
Sung Dien Di('J) !.in/! Pa{;oda 
built at till' start (ij the l2th ((Yl­
tur), ill -",hat is ilO'U,,' Sam }fa 
province, South cj Hanoi. 
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oj the Dam Dam Lakl' ,I-hich 
'was lined up with soldil~rs and 
mandarins \vearing til rbans amI 
women's robes, and large quall­
tities of variety of goods \H'rC 

displayed aro,lncl the lake. \Vhen 
the royal boat touched some l-Jiace, 
the manuarins ,V("llt ashort~ to 
buy the gools they wd.aled. 
1Ie ll1while, on the bell tOi\-er 
of the Tran f}LlOC Pagoda, or 
hel'c and there in th~ shade of 
trees, or on S0;ne laJccsioie rocks 
were orelle'dr.," playil1!:'.." (I) 

In 1002, the Nguyen dynasty 
moved theil' capital tu Hue, an(1 
III 18.")( Th;:ng Long was rename(l 
HanoI. Thc royal citadel was 
destroyed little by little. By the 
time the French colonialists had 
e,)mpldely occupie(1 Hanoi, the 
royal citadel had been almost 
Llzed (u tl\{' ground except for 
"ome p(ji"tiun:; (Jf its walls. How­
cveT, the "36 quarter~: and 
'>treds" remained and had be­
c<.Ilue even lnore crowde,l :,11d 
thriving. 

Ha,lOi'!l People Qnd Tradition:; 

Whether ')'uu think j'iII slender 
or not, 

1'n1 an apr/cui .','/( i.-;(')I 

rVhetlto' .~.(, f !II:'II/. 'Ii! ~,'}eli-
/J(/wvcd lll' 110t, 

I'm it /JIll II (.j !l!!; J'()'a/ c'/ritat. 

Thang Lung jJeopk ill 1]l(' past. 
Hanoi people at prhent. Fur a 
thousand Yc'ars, 1 Ianoi has uel'n 
the country's capital city antI its 
peuplE' ll<lv(: dcvel(>pc(l a life style 
uf their O\n1. "Hanoi peorle" 
an' \yell· mftllnered buth in dealing 
\vith one another all,l within their' 
families. 

Thure rnav be many expla­
nations of the origin of that liJe 
style, but one thing is c('riain -
the talf,nts allrl bpautv so clwrac­
tc~'istic of the pl'opl~ of Thang 
Long. 

Th(' pl/!!on..:. (jl' Thang Long 
boasted nt' til(' floml silk rabrics 
of Yen Thai, cera.mics of I~Olt 
Trang, gohl jewels of Dinll Cong, 
brOll!:I' castings of Ngu Xa, to 
cite onlv a few. In ;vldition there 
were ;{ll kinds of food: ('0111 

(young glutinous rice) of Vong. 
Il'Iln~ (a kiml of purple-coloured 
mint) of Lang, ~iu (p:.mnucd pork 
pate) of (,hem, 11e)/1 (fermented 
p(IUIHled pork) of Ve, lmnh r1f(J}! 
(ligllt rolled rice pancakes) of 
Thanh Tri, hanh di m' baJll! day 
(pounded glutinous rice cab's) of 
1jU<11l (~anlJ, wines of Ke :\10, etc· 

These g()ods and speci:-d prtJd­
uets maLIe by Hanoi people we:(e 
not only reno\\'ned thr\lUgtlCJut 
the cuunir)" amI frequently put 
before the king, hut were also 
exported tu fnrcign C(;~lntrie,o 

-I :;il'/ ('J Plliol!: Tllil'lI, 
I :5r1l1'cgetables tu buy pens and 

-inhslalls lor 111)' IlUs/vlJId. 

Thang L0ng people loved study­
as these lines show -~ but they 
,\-c:re also \'ery wit1 \. arHl mischie, 
VQllS, as reH~cted.' in lIw Viet-

24 

namese popular saying: "First 
comes the devi!, next the gh,)st,. 
and third the school pupil. " r 11 

mischievou'>llcSS and espf'cially 
teasing and jtcring at the feul1al 
rulers, Thang Long p( ,)pk \Vcre 
unequalled, Trang (Doc Lor) \}llynh 
(r.S century) and late!" Ba Giai 
and Tu Xuat (20th cC'nt ury) Wl're 
"sh:lrp pointed thorn::;" who 
,'Ift-en stung the feilCbl al\d colo­
nialist ruh·rs. 

-(ranI{ Quynh teased and played 
tricks un the Trinh lord so often 
that he tclt humiliated to tile 
p:)int of forcing t.he scholar to 
attend a poisoned feast, Back 
home, knowing that he was going 
to die, he a::;ke(l his 'servants to 
prepare another banquet, complete 
with music and SCll1gs. The: Trinh 
lord, t.hinking thl' poison had not 
worked, taste(l the same dish an(l 
f(··J1 (Ind attC'r his cdebratcd guest: 

Tlte dorfor di('d, hit tlli': lord, too, 
pas5cd -' 

(Folk verse) 

,', 

The victorious revolution of 
August 1945, instead of repudiat~ 
ing the old values, sieved them, 
and retained t he cream of the 
nation's culture and wisdom, 

The 36 old quarters dating back 
to the Le dynasty (15th century) 
are still preserved as street 
names. 

Ancient structures ha\'c been 
preserved, repaired or renovated. 
The lIo 1I0an IGem remains the 
heart of Hanoi, with it::; Tortoise 
Tower, and its Jade Mountain 
Temple built in the 18th century. 
As we approach the temple, we 
can see before us a high to\ver, 
shape<.11ike a paint brush pointed 
sky\'"a 1'0, c; nrl flanked by a b:lsin 
like a Cll1nt",e ink:'ibb 'fheslj are 

the Thap But (pl'n Tower) and 
Dai Nghien (Inkslab) which 
symbolize n'sIwct for study. 

Another rellc of Thang Long is 
the Onc-Pillar Pagoda, \\ hich ',\'as 
dynamited in 195+ by agents 01 
the withdrawing French colonial­
i~ts, This unique structure, built 
under the Ly dynasty (IIth 
century), is a pagoda resting un a 
single, big pillar, the whole sym­
bolizing a lotus Hower. The 
damaged paguda ,ViLS repaired by 
the G()ve.rnl1l(·nt 01 the Democratic 
l{epublic uf Viet ~am shortly 
after it t •. ;"k ov<:'1" the cdl-libl in 
1954· 

On the eve of every Tet (Lunal 
New Year's Festivd.l), many Ha­
noi people, still following :tn old 
custom, stroll aruund tllc HOdll 

Kiem Lake to pick Y(JIlng buds 
which al'e said to urillg them 
luck all the year round, or stream 
into Hang Luoc (Comb) Street to 
buy peach blos~orns which adorn 
their humcs for \\'eek~ ill earlv 
spring. )'1eanwhile, ;it tht: Vail 
}lieu (Temple of Literature) re;,d­
ings of prose and poetry recited 
in the fashion of anciellt times 
written to greet the Tet are still 
given. 

At the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
Hanoi streets are alive wi1h drum 
beats accompanying "dragon 
dances, " and ilIumin:'llcd with the 
traditional " Hoi Quang Chieu" 
(Far Shining Light Festival) lamp, 
Hanoians by the thous:lIHls stream 
into Hang 1\1a Street where yotiye 
objects were sold in feudal and 
colonial times ro buy star-:-;haped 
lanterns, den Neo qU(lJI (lanterns 
JiUed with silhouett(,s \\ hich arc, 
put in motion by the hot air 
coming from a candle or lamp) 
to greet the full ';"lid-Autumn 
moon, 

Every year, at the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, the late President Ho 
Chi Minh wonld send gifts to the 
children and oft en came in person 
to rejoice with them. This tradi­
tion is kept up by President T(Jl1 
Duc Thang. 

Thus, in spite of long ye~lrs of 
war \vhich have added to the ruins 
and slowed down the restoration 
of historical monuments, HanL-'i, 
in its many faces, offers foreigners 
the charm of a city where tIlt" 
past is still vivid. • 

NGUYEN VINH LONG 

(I) Vu Trung Tuy But (1:'ssa).' 
Written On It RaitH' .vif,ht.' b1,' 
Fllam DiHIl llo, 
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THERE are far fewer women 
them men in the world \vho 
teach mathematics or are 

mathematicians. 

Howevf'r, ever since my early 
childhood, 1 have dreamed of 
being such a woman. I always 
got good marks in mathematics 
at school and at the university. 
:\Iy student's life in France was 
ho\\'cver harder than that 1 spent 
in secondary school, as I had to 
earn a living while studying. Most 
of my efforts ... vere devoted to a 
struggle against cold and hunger. 
I was not rich enough to buy 
adequate food and firewood. After 
getting my "licence," 1 was 
sent for by my physics professor. 
a famous member of the Institute, 
who asked me about mv future 
projects. Without hcsi'taiion, 1 
told him that I intended ~o pTE'­
pare for the" agregdtion," - the 
competiti,"e examination for a 
university fellowship-in m;..tthe­
toatics. 

"I have paid particula.r atten­
tion to you," he told me," as 
you gained excellent results at the 
exams. I would advise you to 
start straight away with preparing 
your thesis for a noctorate 
of Physics, ,yithout bDthering 
to do one for the 3rd degree. 
1 advise you not to sit for the 
, agn§gation 'in m<tthematics, for 
it is a very hard exam, espe­
cially for a young woman. Stay 
here and work with me, within 
four or five yeal-s, you will get 
your doctorate of Physics. If you 
follow your own irIea, you won't 
get anything better in ten yeaTS' 
time. B~nefit from the f'xperil.'nce 
of your senior~." 

Well, 1 knew that many of my 
fe11mv students had failed years 
at the agregation and finally 
.::.{iven it up ant of discouragement­
But my intention was tn stay in 
[<ranee just long enough to g~t 
acquainted with research work 
before returning to ViN ~am. 
There, \'"ith my agn:"g,ltlon r 
could enter a n"~earch cent!"!' of 
a faculty without difficulty. Tha.t 
was whv J did not £011\1\\- my 
profcss({r's ad VlC('. 

When 1 passed" my "ag n~g;l­
tion," the Toulouse F;cculty of 
Sciences posted my nam{' S<.l that 
the public >.yas informed: it ,vas 
considered as a glorious and rare 
occasion. I wa") congratal;'lted by 
Vietnamese (Cn(l African students 
who regarded my SUCC('SS ,lS 

-.;omething that enhanced the 
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prestige ()f coloured people_ At 
that time, a single thought pos­
sessed me: if 1 was admitted 
to a rese;.trch centre, my salary 
would help me to prepare my 
Qnctor's thesis without any prob­
lems. 

That wa" in the summer of 
r959 The North of our country 
h,ul completed transformation 
of the relations of produc­
tion and was engaged in so­
cialist co,1strudion. In France, 
the Vietnamese colony had decid­
el to send some of its members 
b3.ck to the homeland to take 
part in the national reconstruc~ 
tion. Seeing my friends go one 
after another, I began to think 
!'eriously. In France, my scientific 
future was secure ~ so I was told 
by professors and acquaintances. 
I was rather tempted to follow 
that easy way. After many nights 
of reflection and anxiety, I came 
to this conclusion: I had to go 
home, the country was in need 
or teachers. If, because of the 
lack of material means, my dream 
of dDing scientific research could 
not come true, I wouldn't mind. 

r arriveri in Viet Nam in the 
spring of 1960, I was allowed to 
choose the school where I would 
like to teach· 1 choo;e the Teacher's 
Training Cr)llege for the simple 
f(c:l.son tbat there I could take an 
activt' part in training teachers- As 
the school W:1S in the suburbs, 
t'ight kilometres away from my 
hllmc. [ W,lS arlvisecl to think twice 
an1 tn choose one of those schools 
tlLtt were neal-er to the centre 
of the city so that 1 could go 
!~ycryT day ~vithout much trouble. 
I fLl~ly rejected those suggestions: 
"I hayc tr.lvelle(l thousands of 
kl1()lllc·tres hr the sr)le purp,)se 
n{ sen·ing my country here, I 
cE"-tainly >.von't be put off by 
thl)se eight kilometre" ! " 

.. \t the beginning, I was C011-

frontc(l with unexpected difficul­
ties !l1 my work. The U~8 u( the 
Vidnameo;t' language, for thlO 

------.-~ 

first time in my life, to explain 
my lessom, or the consultations 
of Soviet textbooks, when I did 
not know Russian, such problems 
were overcome (luring the first 
few months, thanks to the devoted 
assistance of my colleagues- The 
number of students was quite 
large, and therefore there \vas a 
great difference in their levels. 
We had to work out such a train­
ing programme which ,,",ould en­
sure good results for all in their 
studies. To this were added mate­
rial difficulties due to the large 
number of students. The library 
was unable to provide them with 
all the necessary books. The lec­
ture hall was just a thatch hut 
large enough to seat about a 
hundred people, the Jighting was 
so poor that students sitting too 
far from the blackboard could not 
see clearly what was on it, even 
in the day-time. What was being 
said in the next classroom could 
be clearly heard. Thus the best 
distraction for the students dUl"­

ing lectures was to listen to >.vhat 
was being said next door. 

1 had moments of discourage­
ment. My colleagues and students 
were not aware of that. All of 
them had confidence in me and 
praised me for my efforts and 
progress in teaChing. Seeing them 
work with great optimism and 
faith, 1 began to think hard and 
fmally understood that to make 
<l revolution one should not be 
<ii verterl from the aim set for 
om'self and one should find the 
means to overcome all difficulties. 

We had sta.rtpd (rom scra'4:h 
in a poor and umler-developed 
country; we ha(i to build up a 
whole system of higher education 
with our bare hands. Under 
normal conditions, no one would 
have thought of building lecture 
halls with stamped mud and 
thatch. TI10se thatch classrooms 
\"ere of great significa.nce to thp 
revolution: th~y helped us to 
a(hance by leaps and bounds, to 
master modern sciences in a short 
lapse of time, to provide abund­
ance and comfort for our people. 
1 tried first of all to think like 
my colleagues, that is to acquire 

25 



a correct method of thinking. 
After so many years, I can now 
admit that it was a long trial 
for me. :\Iv students were full 
of youthful- ardour, and among 
them there \V-ere bright and hard­
working ones. The country had 
confidence in us and had entrust­
ed us with the mission of trans­
mit Ling scientific knowledge 
con~id('red as :;eeds to be disseIll­
inatcd everywhere by my stu­
dents in the plains and in thp 
mountains, in the countrv."id(~ 
and the towns. . 

flaving under~tood the impor­
bmce of my task, I madt' greater 
dforts in preparing my les­
sons, delivering lectures and 
gi\'ing tutorial assistance to 
my students. I would write clown 
m)' lectures again and again, to 
consult numerous texbooks and 
seek advice j-rom my senior col­
leagues. If my work had S0111e 

'>uccess, it was partly clue to the 
devoted assi"tance of my col­
leaglws. A. well-organized 'course 
should be a scientific: exposition 
in which the teacher should pay 
sufficient attention to b"th fun­
damental notions and up-to-date 
knowlerige. I tried to enunciate 
e\'t~ry new notion wi th the great­
est concision possible, to bring 
it within reach of my students' 
c<)mprehension, so . that they 
could realize what reality hall 
led to its conception. 

Mathematics, with its present 
high degree of abstraction, is 
likel~T to give my audience the 
impression of being simply the 
produc t of pu rc imagination, 
without an\' connection with 
daily reality.-r have al\\"ay~ strug­
gled to avoid this in my lectures. 
I tried to find a clear, lntelligible 
and concise demonstr,ttion for 
each theorem, so as to bring out 
the logic of its reasoning. By 
helping students outside class 
hours I had the opportunity to 
mix ·\\"ith them and understand 
them better. I have always 
sincerely regarded them as friendo; 
and I think they feel the same 
about me. . 

Teaching and doing scientific 
re:-;earch at the faculty arc' two 
aspects of the same problem. You 
can teach well only if you do 
scientific research. To neglect it 
is to lose all contact with mo::icrn 
scicnc@s and YOU -would be una­
ble to guide ~'our students and 
impart new knowledge to them. 
But we have met with numerous 
difficulties in this field. First of 
all, \ve had \'erv little time; then 
there were few experienced people 
in this work to help us with 
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their advice. And none or few of 
necessary documents were to be 
found. 

Reading about the feats of arms 
of our fighter" at the front, I 
felt ashamed. Mv \vork was diffi­
cult, but nor so difficult as the 
fight against the enemy. There 
was no need to look far; 1 had 
an opportunity to talk with wom­
en peasants during my long 
:::tay in the countryside ,,,here \\-e 
were evacuated in the years of 
war. Almost all of them had their 
husbands at the front. They lived 
with their old mothers and young 
children. Their shoulders carried 
the burden of the affairs of the 
family and the country. They 
bore all that, however, with cour­
age and in silence. As for me, 
it could hardly be said that I 
had fulfilled my task. That idea 
haunted me during l1l<Lny sleep­
less nights. At times, I had resob'­
ed to resume my work, but after 
some timf', in face of accumulating 
difficulties, I lost heart again. 1 
invoked the difficulties in an 
att.empt to justify myself. I lived 
in a state of worry. During that 
time, the attitude of the younger 
colleaguf's to w!lom 1 should 
render assistance gave me much 
food for thought. During the 
evacuation time, I lived in a 
peasant's house. One day one 
of my younger colleagues told 
me, " .1 am going to build a house 
for YOll. Tell me which side 
you want VOUT: house to face, and 
I'll build -you a high and airy 
dwelling !" 

To live in the midst of that 
ullstudied amI sincere affection 
gave me the courage to continue 
my work. I also unrlerstood that 
my scientific research work could 
not be separated from that of my 
colleagues. Today the sciences are 
too vast for any single individual, 
even for a genius. r set. about 
forming a team of researchers. 

In the village where 1 stayed, 
I had the habit of visiting my 
friends after the evening meal. 
JIy intention was to make use 
of those casual visits to expound 
to my colleagues the methods of 
developing mathematics, as I 
had come to conceive them 
through reflection. Those discus­
sions gradually led to visible 
remIts; my friend~ were agreed 
with me on many points It was 
the moment, r thought, to set up 
a team of scientific researchers. 
Further meetings were necessary 
to work out a plan of research 
for the year:,; to come, with three 
objectives of increasing degrees 
of difficulty. First, training in 

-----.::.- ---

research. Second, working on 
theses for the doctor's degree 
within the country. Third, doing 
SCIentific rcse(lTch within the 
country. To allow everyone to 
see the prospects of success, to 
avoid pessimism and discourage­
ment, we took care to work out 
a particular plan for each year 
to come· We carefully noted 
down everything that was to be 
done in the year: what to read, 
what subjects to work on, etc. 

I was chctrged with providing 
them with the necessary reading 
materials. As most of them knew 
only Russian, it was necessary to 
translate for them works written 
i.n other languages. Two years 
later, they \Vere able to read 
English and French. In our week­
ly meetings, we discussed prob· 
lems we had come across in our 
reading or listened to one of us 
making an expose of what had 
been studied. Th'ose meetings. 
were held regularly, rain or shine; 
those absent should have good 
reasons. 

As they were inexperienced, I 
had to make detailed working 
plans for each of them every 
week. It took me a lot of time, 
but it was necessary to train 
them in this sort of work disci­
pline. Thus my team soon began 
to work regularly and methodi­
cally, overcoming its early diffi­
culties. Every passing year saw 
the progress of each in his field, 
which resulted in better teaching 
by them all. 

Those studies were of great 
help for my personal work. 
While my colleagues worked out 
a common research program, I 
had decided on the subject of my 
own research. Now my doctor's 
thesis has been completed and 
submitted to the appreciation of 
international scientific circ1es. It 
may be accepted but I expect 
numerous critical remarks and 1 
am waiting for the replies. I will 
simply tell you now how 1 was 
able to complete my wort:. 

My thesis was written during 
the years my school was evacuat­
ed to the countryside. Lack of 
comfort, shortage of materials, 
and over our heads the threat of 
US aircraft which were trying to 
bomb us back to tl1e Stone Age! 
I was almost without documents. 
There were too fe\v publications 
in our library. Sometimes, the 
first or second volume of a set 
\vas lacking. I was badly in need 
of the assistance of experienced 
scientists, as 1 was not fully con­
fident in my own capacities. Only 
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I told myself that whatever might 
happen, I would not give up the 
aim 1 had set for myself. What 
"'ould my colleagues' say if tiley 
saw that [ urgen them to do 
scientific research \vhile 1 was 
unly reading for enjoyment? I 
arLtnged my work so that I coulrl 
be free on Saturday and Sunday 
for my own researches. 1 also 
arrangetl for one or two hours of 
research en:ry weekday. In the 
country, 1 gave my lectures at 
a. place 4 kilometres away from 
where 1 lived, I used to go there 
on .foot and on the way r reHected 
on what I was going to say, on a 
theorem to solve, or on a chapter 
( had read. My meals were tak\'n 
at the canteen; if I wanted to 
ha'\,e somf' extra food, I jLlst 
lJought some bananas or eggs so 
tha,t no time W;to; lost on til(' 
cooking, . ..\t times 1 failed 10 
give my child proper ea.rf'. 

By arranging my time: in this 
way, I could concentrate on the 
oemoMstration of m\· theorems, ,..\ 
demonstrated theorem is a wandel' 
while one for 'which YUU (lon't 
see a ray of hope attn illllch time 
spent on it becomco; it torment. I 
hatl a theorem whicll required 
over one hundred pageo; for its 
demonstration. To c'pound it in 
my thesis, 1 cut it up into dozC"n,; 
~maller theorems, for fear that 
my r~aders '\vould lose patience. 
(t was a nightmare following me 
for days and nights on fmll. Some­
times during the night, while 
m~T brain was working subcon-

sciou",l)" I beliC\{>d 1 II(l.d tIle :>0111-
hall: ( woke up suddenly and 
settled c1n\\'n at my (\('-sk by the 
light of a kero;;enu lamp. But 
after a few moments, I llad pain· 
fully to 1Tcogniz:e my enOL 

So I worked during long years, 
Naturally 1 did not dare to tell 
anyone that I was working on a 
doctor's thesis. (T nder our working 
conditions, \\'oulcln't it be fool­
hardy to hope to complete snch 
a thesis ~ Sometimes, going past 
my room, my colleagues could see 
pages coYere(l \vith 'writings and 
diagrams on my dt'!';k, When they 
asked wh~lt I was doing, J just 
told them that there W:l.S nothing 
intereo;ting in it. 

Ouring the summer of 1969, 
seeing that T would have to spentl 
too much time on housuholtl work 
it [,,'cnt home for my holidays, 
I stayr,[ at the school, yoll1Tltrer­
ll1g '\0 look after the poultry so 
that my colleagLlcs could go home, 
Thus I had all the time necess,lry 
for solving my puzzle's. J didn't 
go home either during the Ttl at 
1970, for 1 wac; in danger of fall· 
ing oehintl in my schedule. On 
the third day of Tt'f, <1'> people 
;l<;ked TllL' wl1Y I didn't go home, 
I began to regret having left my 
father alone at home on those 
festive days. So when T came 
home, r kept <;ilent, unable to 
explain to my father that I had. 
~tay('rl away simply because 1 
could tlemonstratc." a theorem ~ 

All this is happily a thing of 

the past.. I baH' achii'\'ed some 
results. The day when] announc­
ed to my colle-agues, with ."orne 
llcsitat.ion, t.lnt 1 propoo;erJ. to 
'vnrk out my doctor'o; th('sis on 
the basis of thuo.;(' rcsultc.:, everv­
one congratuJabed me o;incerel)T, 
If elsewhere people are ie;t\olls of 
women out of S0111e sort of 
at.avism, such pn;jlHlice was 
<lbsent ilij our r,,:1'(nlp. 1'dy col­
leagues helped me when it was 
question of c<llTying my bike over 
a muddy path, or of finding some 
decent lodgings in the \'illage for 
me. Theirs was a correct attit ude, 
difkrent .from Western gallantry 
fl)r it proceeds from:1 just and 
revolutionary conception of 
\yomen. Here, I can C;8.V ,titer the 
poet Giang Nam t.hat if once 1 
lrl\!~d my country becal1~e r plil.'Y· 
etl truant anrl learnetl to make 
toy balloons with bany:ln S;IP, 

now r love it bec(lns{' of h .. nd 
working days spent cOllr;tgcously 
with a gTOUp of coll~ague~ who 
share a common goal with me. 

I have not grown up alone. 
.\rounrl me, all our Nomen have 
grown up, each having flllfilled 
her p<ll'ticul;u task. This io; the 
result of the ~mancipation of wo­
men promoted by the Revolution. 
With gratefulness, 1 think of the 
regime that. has educated me to 
become a woman worker of the 
present, fnlly conscious of her 
rights amI responsibi Ii tics. 

HOANG Xl;AN flNH 

,UI'_' lIoa/lf! X!(((I! Sildt (rilZlit) lit the 4th SativJl(r/ COil!!f'eSS (If 
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Aspects of us Nco-colonialism 
-----~-----

u.s. Aid 
to the Saigon Administration 

POLITICAL AIMS 

IN 1954, unable to prevent France 
from signing the Geneva 
Agreemen t \vh ieh was to Te­

store peace in Indochina, the 
\VhitC' House set itself the task 
of shouldering the "fight against 
communism" in this region. At 
its August 3, 1954 meeting, the 
US National Security Council 
described the Geneva Agreement 
as a "disaster" (1) for the US 
and decided that it was the lIS 
government's duty to "maintain 
a friendly non-communist South 
Viet Nam" alld "prevent a com­
munist victory through all-Viet 
Nam elections" (2). The Council 
also "ordered an urgent program 
of economic and military aid -
substituting American advisors 
for French advisors" (3)' 

From 1950 until May 1954, the 
end of the battlC' of Dien Bien 
Phu, th~ US hail gi'."en thf> 
French Expeditionary Corps 
2,600 million dollar,.;' -wnrth of 
armarnel!1.s and goods, the latter 
dest: 'led td be solrl to cover the 
expenditure of the \var. Thus, 80 
per cent of tll<=' total cost (Of the 
First Ind,)china War W;to; paid 
by the lTS. After Uw (;eneva 
\greement, the CS government 
rigged up the Ngn Dioh Di{'tn 
administration to "contain com­
munism at the 17th parallel" 
,md brought the pro~liS "Repu­
blic (}f Viet Nam" into being to 
perpc'tuah' the partition of Viet 
N,l111 and r8press the South Viet­
namese people's struggle for inde~ 
pendence, freedom, and national 
unity, according to the spirit of 
the Agreement. With this politi­
cal aim in mind, the US started 
giving ,-Erect aid to the first 
Saigon d(llninistration, that of 
Ngo Oinh Diem. In his letter 
dated O:::tober 23, f954 to Ngo 
Dinb 1)i(,111 President Eisenhower 
\\"Tote 

"'vVc )),1 \'C' been exploring ways 
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and means tn permit our aid to 
Viet Nam to be more effective 
and to make a greater contribu­
tion to the welfare and stability 
of the government of Viet Nam, 

"The purpose of this offer is 
to assist the government of Viet 
Nam in developing and maintain­
ing a strong, viabJe state, capa­
ble of resisting attempted subver~ 
sian or aggressbn through 
military means," 

Frederic Bunting. chief of the 
Cambodia~Laos-Viet Nam Service 
Asian Department, International 
Co~operation Agency (ICA). writ­
ing at the time, stressed that US 
aid to the Saigon administration 
must be aimed at solving five 
main problems: 

I. Thf' restoration and mClin­
t'-'rClnc(' r.f Intf'l'nal pr:<lCf' 

2. :\.S.:;i.::t'lnce for :Sorth Y"iet­
namesf' to regroup ami finally 
settle in the South: 

3. Tbp strengthening of the 
South Vietnamese government's 
administratiYt' c:1pacity ; 

4- Th'~ nwinlen;I:1U' of econom­
ic ~labllity; 

5. The rClll,\·atiulI of the system 
of large-:5cak landownership. 

l.:-S aid to the successi v(, Saigon 
administrations has ne\'('r depart­
ed from those aim". It was 
increased whenever the Saigon 
a.dministration \va~ threatened 
by the offensive of the South 
Vietnamese revolutionary forces­
falsely labelled by the' US as 
North Vietnamese forCE'S com­
mitting aggression agClinst South 
Viet -:-..lam. 

The amount 01 US aid to the 
Saigon ;Hlministratio!l since f 955 
has been approxim'lti\'ely as fol­
lu\\"s (4-) : 

Per-iod Amolf,nt oj aid 
(million dollars) 

Unilateral war 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 

20.00 
167. 00 
110,00 

53. 00 
4 1-00 
70.00 

Total 

Special war 

1961 
1962 

1963 
1964 

101.00 
176 .00 

200,00 

200.00 

Total 737,00 

Limited war 

1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 

350 ,00 
600.00 

600,00 

600,00 

Tota I 2, t 50·on 

\~If";tnamization 

1969 
1970 
197 1 

1972 (actudJ 
figure) 

I()73 (estimate) 
1974 (expected) 

Total 

Grand t0tal 

1,230 .00 

1,250 .00 
[ ,800.00 
3,790 .128 

3,061.173 
2,3 II ,626 (5) 

13,462 .927 

16,81 I .227 

If this sum \vas divided among 
the IS milli(Jn inhatritants of 
Sout h Viet Nam, each of them 
would receive more than 900 dol~ 
lars of "CS aid." In fact thf' 
average annual income of each 
South Vietnamese is less than 100 

dollars amI in 1973 Saigon's 
annual Gross National Product 
was only 250 million dollars (6). 

ft is evident, therefore, that 
without this huge amount of aid, 
the Saigon administration could 
not survive· This has been re­
cently admitted even by many 
members of the US (,stablish­
ment. 
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MILITARY AID 
;Ictivities in tlw villagt'" oj free 
Viet ~am. " (IT) 

T
HE primary ta~k of US mili­

tary aid to the Saigon ad­
ministration was defined by 

Hubertson, former Under Secre­
tary of State of the Eisenhower 
Administration, in his speech 
at the June I, 1956 meeting of 
the American Friends of Viet 
Nam :\ssociation. 

"Our eHorts are directed Erst 
of all toward helping to sustain 
the [Srtigon Administration's] in­
ternal security forces consisting 
01 a regular army of about 150 ,000 
men, a mobile civil guard of some 
45.000 and local defense units 
which are being formed to give 
protection against subversion on 
the village leveL 

"We are providing these forces 
\'lith funds and equipment and 
our task is to train the Vietnam­
ese army [the 'saigon army]. We 
are also aiding to organize, train 
and equip the Vietnamese police 
force" (7)· 

1960 : permanent troops 
militia 
civil guard 

The imligenous al'my left by the 
French ~fter their \vithdrawal 
from Viet Nam under the I954 Ge­
neva Agreement was only 170 ,000 

strong with some infantry bat­
talions an:'! a number of f!,I'OHpe· 
ments mobile:.; without any very 
sophisticated arms. It was an 
army having neither any com" 
mand nor general staff of its own 
whuse fighting spirit had deteri­
orated aiter thE' French, defeated 
at Dien Bien Phu, had been com­
pelled to sign the Geneva Agree­
ment and pull out of Viet Nam. 
The OS felt it necessary to reor" 
ganize this army from top to 
bottom and turn it into a mo­
dern army, capable of meeting 
the requirements of modern war 
(Tillus oj Firt .vam, March 1st, 
1958). 

The L'S has thus built up for 
the Saigon administration the 
fourth biggest army in the world. 
The following figures show the 
stages in its development: 

[75,000 men 
()o,ooo 

100,000 

Total 335,000 

237,000 

From 1965 to 197'2, the US 
granted <) billion dollars uf direct 
mIlitary aid to the Saigon admin­
istration (12). This figure may be 
incomplete, because the uS 
government usually give:-,; more 
than the amount of aiel appropria­
tions granted by Congress. In its 
issue of May 15, 1972, ;.\Tm':"'swet'/, 
revealed that the direct militarv 
aid granted by the US to tll~ 
Saigon Administration during the 
above-mentioned period amounted 
to 10 billion dollars. According 
to the ~tatistics of the Indochina 
Resource Center (No.4, March 
I, 1974) US direct military aid 
to the Saigon Administration in 
the 10 successive years from 
1964 to 1974 amounted to 14·433 
billion (1ollars. 

196 5: permanent troops 
militia., civil guard, 

special forces and other 
armed forces 560 ,000 

According to Senator 1\-1. 1-1ans­
field, it was 14.6 billion dollars for 
the period 1953" f973 (13)·If we abo 
count the 5-bilholl dollars' worth 
uf armaments and wa.r means 
handed ovel' to Saigon by the 1.."S 
Expeditionary Corp:-; before their 
withdrawal from South Viet Nam 
under the Paris Agreement, the 
direct military aid given by the 
US to the Saigon administration 
over 20 years is greater than that 
given in 2+ years (1946-1970) to 
all Asian, African and Latin 
American countries added togeth­
er ([R.724 billion dollars) (q). 

The extraordinary military aid, 
furnished by the {is under the 
.-.;ignboard of "economic ai..:1," 
also represents a considerable 

By ja1/'Uary [973, after the 
substantial completion of the 
"Vietnamization" program and 
before the signing of the Paris 
Agreement, the Saigon army was 
about (. { million-strong, out of 
whom 39,000 belonged to the 
navy, 41,000 to the air force, 
and 350,000 to the militia and 
civil guard. 

In 1954, the Saigon police was 
a small force composed mostly of 
ordinary policemen occupied in 
traffic duties. The US has built 
it up into a well-equipped force 
01 125,000 men, including 30 ,000 
men of the National police Field 
Forces (NPFF) who have their 
own tanks and helicopters for the 
purpose of "pacification" oper­
.tions (8). 

Besides, the US has endowed 
the Saigon administration with 
a. civil gua.rd of over one million 
men, 500,000 of them armed (g). 

All this has been carried out by 
means of US military aid, which 
includes the supply of weapons, 

N° 30-November 1974 

~.---

Total 797,000 

war means, and other military 
materials ordinarily caned direct 
military aiel for the equipment 
of the Saigon army, advisory as­
sistance, the training of officers, 
etc (10). The Johnson-Ngo Dinh 
Diem Joint Declaration of May 
13, 1961 clearly said that: 

"Second, it was agreed that 
regular armed forces of the Re­
public of Viet Nam should be 
increased, and that the Unite(l 
States woulll extend its military 
assistance programs to include 
support for an additional number 
oE regular Vietnamese armed 
forces. 

" Third, it was agreed that the 
Cui ted States would provide 
mih tary assistance program sup­
port for the entire Vietnamese 
ci viI guard force. 

" Fourth, it was agreed that the 
two governments should collab­
orate in the use of military 
specialists to assist and work 
with Vietnamese al'mcd forces in 
health, welfare and public works 

amount of Inoney. For instance, 
there is the a.dvl~orv assistance. 
In f()5-"j., tlwre were -only 200 CS 
advisers 1Il South Viet NaIll 
working for tile ~\-IA.\C. This 
number had increased to 30,000 

by I <)().') , and at present is over 
.q.,OOU, 20 times greater than that 
of US military ad·visers in all 
Latin American countries put 
together. The salaries paid to the 
178 US advi:-.ers and 4') advisers 
from US satellite COUlltri~ who 
(Ire specially charged with direc­
tiun and trai.ning of Saigun prison 
officers in torturing technique 
constitutes part. of the l~S aid 
and amounts to 6,761,000 uollars 
a year (IS)· 

We shOUld also mention the 
money spent for such military 
purposes as security support, 
defence support, logistics, mili­
tary assistance service funding 
(.~t'-\SF), national police sup­
port, technical support, "rural 
development," refugee assistance, 
ect. ,which the US classifies as eco­
nomic aid. These funds are mostly 
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supplied bv l·SA 1 f); a ~maller 
part comes -from the Department 
of Defeuse and i:-i used for the 
cunstrnctioll of the system of stra­
tegic highway:-;, military bases, 
and for the implementation of thl~ 
"pacification" program, etc. L·p to 
1971, the expenditures for "defen­
ce support" alone had accounted 
tor nearly () billion dollars (16)" 

Mention shoulll also be made of' 
the extra-aid or emergency assist­
ance granted out of the special 
funds of the L'S government. Fur 
instance, in ! g(}g, shortly after 
his election Nixon gave a "spe­
cial" aid of 25H million dollars to 
the Saigun administration to 
"modernize" its army (Nelita, 
flbrch 19, [\)69). Before the sign­
ing oj the Paris Agreement on 
Viet Nam, an emergency assist­
(l;].ce of lJ billion dollars' worth 
of armaments, ammunition <lnd 
\\-ar material ·was given to the 
Thieu administration ([ I'], 
:.:\Iarch b, r(73)_ Alter the conclu­
sion of the Paris Agreement, in 
order to continue to increase its 
military aid to the Saigon Admi­
nistratiul1 - an increase prohibit­
ed by the Paris Agreement and 
condelllnell by the US Congress-­
the l;S government resorted to 
the sUbterfuge of transferring to 
Saigon the surplus armament 
stocked in US arsenals abroad at 
the dirt cheap price of 0.9% of 
their real value· According to Sen­
ator Les :\spin, in 1973 the 
"Nixon administration gaye Thieu 
300 millioll dollars' worth at 
"surplus" armaments, but it 
char~ed only ~.'l millipn dollars, 

Thus tht' Pentagon ell I get ronnd 
whatever reliuctinn of' aid the US 
CUllgress may decide by simply 
filling up US stores in Southeast 
Asia with weapons and ammuni­
tion, labelling them as "surplus" 
awl then sending them in huge 
quantities to Saigon as additional 
military aid. Congress reduction 
of aid will not in any way affect 
the reactionary aid policy of the 
es goyernmcnt. 

The US also brashly invokes 
the Paris Agreement allowing 
piece-f'or-piece replflcement of da­
maged weapons and war materials 
(Article 7 of the Agreement) to 
introduce more modern arma­
ment, for instance b~· bringing in 
F·SE Jet-fighters to replace F.5:\s. 
Public opinion in the US has 
viewed this actiun as a brazen 
violation of Article 7 of' the Paris 
Agreement on Viet Nam. 

(To hI' [uutiJlut'll) 

(I J The Pentagon Papers, _Vl"it' 

Yorio [illu's editioll, ntllltmn 
I'Y('SS. p . .')_ 

(2) The Pentagon Papers, Ht'({­
lOll Pr('ss. p. T77. 

(3) The Pentagon Papers, .Yei,. 
l. ·ork Tin.'!".'> (;dition. Hantam 
/)},[·s.'>. P.I. 

(4j Figllrn; giut:1l In' the Insti­
tutl' ur 1:·c(lJlulilics. COIIJ.'/Iitta of 
,'-,'OCI(// ."·ci,'l/{"l's. l-il'l .\"(/11' Data 
/rolJl 1'l72 to j{J7 t tali/'J/ frow 
Fl!n'i~1I .1.~s·ls{(ln,",' Id oj rq73, 

In Thieu 7 s Grips 

houses 0{" on the way to report at 
t he pulice :-:;tation as required 
under the martial la\\·. 

Tan Hi?p is a ., model prison. 
It Ins a very peaceful appearance 
\\·ith clean p;lths, a courtyard 
bordered with rO\\·5 of pine and 
mango trees, with ve.~et.'Ible beds 
bet\\ een the w(.I.rns and flower 
ptlts along the paths. Those who 
have visiteci it and seen this view 
never imagine that it is here that 
so much bloody repression has 
been carried out, that th(Jusands 
()f detainees have been li\·ing· a 
miserable life ;lIld are d~-ing a 
slow death here. The Vietnamese 
res.idents in Thailand who were 
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arre .... tetl there and transferred to 
South Viet Nam told me that 
clu.ring their detention in this 
pnson (19GS-J972) they had seen 
four detainees beaten to death 
during the fIrst two years (196:)-
19()9)_ They told me the names or 
t lie victims, but I can remember 
only one, Phan Van Nguy, a 
native of Hau Nghia, ·who was 
beaten to death in the" re-educa­
tion " \\·arcl. It was in this model 
prison that a 14-tlay ilunger­
strike, staged by the pOlitical 
prisoners in Camp ..::, \\"as cruelly 
repressed in {(l7I. 

However, my impression was 
favourable when [ \\"as first sent 
here. After being locked up for 
nearly h\·o months \\·ithin the 

HejJurl 0/ Ihl' COlil/l/iitt'!" UII Fv!"­
eig"}! Rf'lutiutls. U.S Sellate, US' 
Printi}!/.{ 0ifia, IVa)hillglrm. 1973, 
p. 30. 

(5) .Yot (o"ll1ltill(; tlu· -'iilitar)' 
lssisttl}lc(' Pro!.;ralll. 

(6) Sa'll r({' [;.(, .,htl 1973 

(7) ]n Department of State 
Bulletin, .lUiit' lJ, 1950, P.97.:. 

(S) SI'I' V:l'\C .Vo.27. The Saigoll 
Police, /).23. 

(9) C.')' AssistcO/a rro;.:rams ill 
j,·ie! .NaJil, 22nd Report 11)' thl' 

GouPllittel' un GOVeYlIlIIl"llt Opera­
tions. C.S (;()uFlII!ll'IiI I'rilltim: 
Office, Washillgtoll r972, P.35. ~ 

(roj TIl{' adi'isor), tls::.istaIlCl', tit(: 
training of officers, thl' assi::;tnnCl' 
to the civil guard and fht' pol ice 
,dere late} to be call1oll/1af{l'd (IS 

"economic iljd." . 

(I r) Chronology of the Viet N am 
war puN is/led by the ]."mncu­
J'-ietualltfst Friendsliip _·Lsocia­
tion, Paris 1968. p. I r~. rill' so­
called ass£stanC/' ill .. hL:UIth, r£le/­
lare and public i,or!(;:, I/ctuoitw., 
in tli(' 1'illa!.;I'., ., is ('ssl'1lfillt/l' aid 
/01' the p{(clfimtioll 0/ the rural 
area;) (S·I'(, bdoil}, Ecunomic Aid). 

(12) US· ./ssistrHlC/' Progr{//I/::; ill 
r-iet Sam, p .. ~. 

(13) Congress ion H.E'cord - , .. ..,. 
Senate, .fum' 2[, r974. 

(14) Tap chi Quan doi (j·irt 
_Vam Peapl!" s ."11'111 Y /1f'"l' /("1\ 'j, i . .;.\ lIU 

oi S('pt .. T()73. p·75· 

(! 5) H,. 

(16) (1). 

four walls of a dark cell uf the 
Saigon Police Detention Centre, 
I felt strengthened at my first 
breaths of fresh air hen.' .. -\t noon, 
cramped up in a hot, narrow 
room "\vith other detainees lying 
on both sides of me, above m\, 
head and under my feet, I could 
not shut my eyes. r saw., through 
iron bars, -the gre(mness of' the 
graceful "\villows, and the swaying 
of their boughs. 1 kept contemplat­
ing them; for a better look, 1 
sat up, but a prisoIler wearing an 
arm-band signed me to lie down. 
First annoyance. I took a book 
and was going to read it, but 
another prisoner signed me to 
stop. I noticed that aH those who 
wanted to go to the \NC had w 
raise their hands and wait for a 
nod from the prisoner assigned to 
keep order. It wa:-:; like that. A 
" model prison" in a place where 
the surveillance apparatus has 
been brought tu perfectL.n. 

-.--.c-:cc--::c ____ =c::-
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CHRONOLOGY 
(Colltinlled IrvIN ,ha{!.t 32) 

- The An Quang Buddhist Sect in Saig(lll i.'isued 
a statement demanding peace, freedom of the 
press, democracy and the resignation of Thieu. 

28. At its Second Congress the Saigon Press 
Association issued a 'f Declaration ;"'0, I" 

demanding freedom of the press. 
- Lon Nol's defence system ,vest and north 

of Svay I{ieng came Ullder heavy attack by 
Liberation forces on the night of Septt>I11ber 27 
and all day September '28. 

29. Demonstration at Ben Thanh market 
in Saigon: opposition deputies and several 
Catholic priests demanded that Thieu implement 
the Pdris Agreement and respect the freedom 
of the press. 

- 5,000 people in Nha Trang t, ok to the 
streets to demonstrate against Thieu corruption. 

30. t"S Under Secretary of Defense Clements 
arrived in Saigon. -

OCTOBER 

I. 1 n a televi:-;ed speech, Thieu passerl all 
his opponents off as Communists or Communist 
:-;ympathizers. Following hi,,,; speech, many mass 
organizations in Saigon unanimously issued 
statements demanding his resignation. Over the 
following days sl'veral demonstrations by 
hundreds of thousands of people were staged 
in all South Vietnamese cities. 

2. The American women's delegation ended 
its friendship visit to the DRVi\ begun in 
mid-September 1974. It had also visited the 
liberated area of South Viet t\arn. 

3. The Liberation forces overran the fortified 
position:=; at :"Iang Den military sub-sector and 
district capital in Chu()ng Nghia pwvinc(·. 

-1-' President ~guyen HUll Tho ended his 
friendship visit to Mongolia begun on Sept­
ember q, 197 -t. An agrl'emt:'nt (HI non-repayable 
economic aid from l\[ongolia to the RSV)'! in 
u175 and 1970 was -;igned. Presi(lcnt :-\guyen 
Iluu Tho was decorated with the hi~hest Order 
of Mongnita. < 

- Statements were issued on Uctober 4 and 
7 by the RSV~ Foreign ::Vlinistry and the 
DkYN l<'orcig-n Ministry demanding- that the 
Saigon administration return all detained civil­
ian and military ~ersonnel. 

."i Trang /)01 (a Saigon paper) revealed 
t hCi.t Thieu had spent 500 million piastres hiring 
thugs to mount "anti·demonstrations" tt! 
break up popular demonstrations. 

U· -1-,O(lO Catholics helu a meeting at Luc 
llung church in Cia Dinil pn1vlllce Lo expres~ 
" non-confidence" in Thieu. 

8· The economic delegation 01 thv _\lbanian 
Government left Hanoi for home after a week's 
friendship visit to the DHVN. Agreements 
on non-rf'payable ('conomic aiel from .\lbania 
to the DRV~ an(l gools exchange and pay­
ment facilities between the two countries in 
1975 were signed. 

"'. 30 - November 1974 

9. The DRVN Forelgn Ministry spokesman 
condemned Clements, l;S Under Secretary 
of Defense, for his slanderous statement 
against the DRVN on October oS, 1974, in which 
he had urged the US Congress to increase aid 
to Thieu, threatened to send naval and air 
units to Saigon and pressed for multilateral 
aiel to Thieu from a number of Southeast 
Asian countries. 

- A big meeting was held in Hanoi to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the liberation of the 
capital (October IO, 1954 -~ 1974)· 

10. President Nguyen Huu Tho ended his 
official visit to the Syrian .'\ra b Republic be­
gun on October 7, 1974. 

- Hundreds of thousands of people in Saigon 
took to the streets to protest against Thieu, 
shouting such slogans as " Thieu must resign, " 
"Freedom of the Press," "Abolish Law OU7, " 

etc. Heading the demonstration were 400 jour­
nalists dressed like beggars to sho~ the fate 
of the stranglerl press. Police attacked the 
demonstrators, wounding many, including 
three American journalists. 

II. On October oS aod I1, 1974, the RSVN 
Foreign Ministry and the DRVN Foreign Mini­
stry issued statt:ments on the present situation 
in South Viet :Nam. The statements demanded 
that the US end its military involvement, and 
its interference in the internal affairs of South 
Viet Nam. They also called for the replacement 
of Nguyen Van Thieu and the setting up of an 
administration which would seriously imple­
ment the Paris Agreement. 

12. Setting up in Saigon of the Committee 
for Sergeant Dao Vu Dat's Safety with the 
participation of many representatives and 
deputies. Dao Vu Dat was arrested after carry­
i ng a "no-confidence in Thicu" placard 0U-t­
side the Saigon "National Assembh" on 
October q. . 

[3. All Saigon papers, except for three con­
trolled by Thieu, suspended publication for one 
day in protest against Thien's suppression of 
the press. 

[4' J)resident Nguyen I-fuu Tho ended his 
official visit to the Republic of 1 raq begun 
on October [0, [97+. 

IS. The delegation of thl' Provisional 
Government of National Union of Laos led tly 
Khamphay Bupha, Minister of Post and Tele­
communications, ended its visit to the DRYN. 
An agreement on post and telecommunications 
between the two countries was signed. 

- The Central Committee of the Viet "!Sam 
Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace 
Forces issued a statement callillg on people of 
all walks of life in South Viet Nam to rise up 
to overthrow Thit'u. 

- From October 13, 1974, hundreds of thou­
sands uf people in Bangkok turner! out in 
the streeb to mark the first allni .... ersan of the 
overthrO\v of the militarist clique of 1;hanom­
Praphas (October 14, 1973). 
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(September 16 - October 15, 1974) 

SEPTEMBER 

r6· Follo"\';ing the Conferencu 011 c\griculture 
for the provinces in the plain and midlands 
held in Augnst 1974 in Thai Binh province, 
the Secl-etariut of the VN\iVP Central Committee 
issued instructions on the re-01'ganization of 
agriculture and the improvement of manage­
ment at the grassroots level as (;I. step toward 
large-scale socialist production. 

- Prt'sident Nguyen HUll Tho ended his 
i"riendship visit to the Federal Socialist Repub­
lic of Czechoslovakia begun on September II, 

IC)74' An agreement on non-repayable economic 
aid hom Czechoslovakia to the Republic of 
South Viet ~am in I975 \va::; signed. 

17. At a prc~s conference, Ford defended hi" 
unconditional pardon to Nixon. On September 
16, Ford signed an order for a conditional 
amnesty to draft dodgers and deserters who 
had refused to fight in Viet Nam. According to 
CPI, hardly any of the Americ:m war r<'sisters 
now living abroad would return to the country 
to accept Ford's amnesty. 

- Under the pretext of combating" corrup­
tion, " Thieu dismissed several provincial chiefs 
and mayors who had not been hand in glove 
with him, and replaced them with his own men. 

- Additional l.~S aid to Lon "Nol: 2:.! million 
dollars. 

18. An economic delegation of the Provisional 
Government oC National Union of La.os led by 
Soth Phetrasi, 1finister of Economics and 
Planning, ended its hienclship vi"it tu the 
DRVN begun on September [5. Documents on 
economic and cultural co-operation between the 
two countries were signed. 

- The South Viet Nam Liberation fighters 
attacked the enemy logistical base at Cam 
Ranh, setting on fire 6 million htres of gaso­
line, anu c,)mplctely wiped oui the enemy 
signal centl'e on the Son Tra isthmus north of 
Da (.lang. 

- The Popular Organization for the Imple­
mentation of the Paris Agreement in Saigon 
issued a statement supporting the movements 
in opposition to Thieu ,mu (Iemancling thE' im­
plementation of the Paris Agrt'ement. 

- 'rhe Popular ~l()veillent against Corrup. 
tion held a press conference in Saigon. 
demanding the total abolition of Thieu's corrupt­
ed administrative organs. 

- The Lao Patriotic side released an AUWl'­

iean pilot named Emmet Kay. 

- Lon Nol devalued the riel for the second 
time this year. Immediately aite!' that, the price 
of rice increased fourfold. 

19. The Committee for the Freedom ot' th(~ 
Press amI Publicati.on held a meeting and 
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sent a letter protesting again:,t ]hieu';-; conIis­
cation of the Song Than (a Saigun paper) The 
jnurnalists burned all the papers published un 
the same day in protest against Thieu's act· 

- In Hue, over the two days, September 17 
and 18, tens of thousands of peopla took PJ.rt 
in meetings, demonstrations and march('s to 
express opposition to Thieu. 

- Exchange of prisoners of war and detain­
ed per'ionnel between the Vientiane and the Lao 
Patriotic sides in Phon Savane (Laos). 

. - An agreement on a 1)5 loan of I8.S million 
dollar" to Lon ~ol was signed in Phnom Penh. 
thus raising 1he total US economic aid to Cam­
UUdl<-L tu 58 million as from July I, 1974. 

20. President Nguyen Huu Tho ended bis 
official visit to the People's Republic of Albania 
begun 011 September 16. An agreement on non­
repayable economic aid from Albania to the 
H.epublic of South Viet Nam in 1975 was 
signed. 

- Annihilation of Saigon's fo,'tified positions 
at Gia Vut, Ba To district, Quang Ngai pro"\'­
ince by Liberation fighters. 

23. The Dai Dan Toe (a Saigon paper): 
"Cabot Lodge has been on a secret visit to 
Saigon for one week now." 

24. President Nguyen HUll Tho ended his 
friendship visit to the People's l~epublic or 
Bulgaria begun on September 20. :\n 3.greement 
on non-repayable economic ai(1 from Bulgaria 
to the HSVN in 1975 'was .. ,igned. 

- Saigon police mann,:UVH'S 011 an unprcce­
llentedly l:!rge scale are held in preparation for 
the rcpres,.;ion of the popular IllOVerll('nt against 
Thieu. 

- Cambodia: On behalt uf 30,OUll of their 
colleagues, two teachers cundemlled Lon 1\ol's 
militarist and dictatori,tl regime. +00 armed 
soldiers staged a demollstratioll to oppose the 
rai:-;ing of commodity prices. . 

25. The Popular Mo\'ement against Cor­
ruption held a press conferencE-' in Saigon to 
denOllI:iCe Thieu's "Comet" pbn aimed at....sup­
pres:-;ing the poplllation, aud to urge a wide 
diffusion of t.L "Indictment :\0. I " 

2(). Thieu dt:valuE'u till' Saigun piastre for 
the 'Jtll time since the heginning 01 this y('~tr. 
The present rate of exctunge: 07() piastres to 
the dollar. 

-Gong LHan (a Saigon paper) : ("olbv, iJirector 
of the CIA, has been visitillg Saigon, Vieu­
tiane and Bangkok. 

27. American SR-7 I rCCOlln.llS~<.i.llce plane.:> 
made several flights uveT ~orth Vi("t :-.lam, 
including Hanoi and Haiphung. 

(Cortti1JUed un page :-; f) 
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