New series

Our

HE widespread popular
demonsirations in South
Viet Nam against Nguyen Van
Thicw have continued wilh
increasing vigowr this nonth.

The Buddiists, Catholics,
journalisis, intelleciuals and
students have been joined by
businessmmen,  war snvalids,
“deputies ' and v yepresent-
atives of the people,” even Ly
members of the puppet adwian-
istration and army.

New organizations have par-
ticipated in the struggle, no-
tably the Commttiee for the
Freedom of the Press and Pub-
ication, the Commiltee [or
the Defence of the Varket Stall
Keepers' Infevests, the Comn-
mitlee jor the Defence of the
Workers (Manual and Intel-
lectwal ). At least two of the
lavgest orgamizabions — the
Front against Famine and the
Forces Jor National —Recon-
ciliation — have seem a lre-
mendous growth in abmost ail
provincial capitals where pop-
ular demonstrations are How
rapidly following each other.

The strength of the current
mass movement against Thien
stems from the solidarity that
united ifs various components.

Thus the Hue Catholics' ofjen-
sive against corruplion imime-
diately received  the support
from the Buddhists of Saigon
who, for their part, lavwnched a
styruggle for national reconcilia-
tion and concord. 1he Pop-
wlar Front Againsi Famine
came into being on the basis of
a union belween various bpolit-
jcal, religions, student and
women's forces.

This solidarity of the mili-
tands is undersiandable : their
common iarget 1s Nguyen Van
Thiew, the principal agent of
US dmperialisin, whose mai-
tenance at the head of the Saigon
administraiion means continued
war and the violation of the
principles of the Paris Agree-
ment rvegarding the restoration
of peace, the realization of
national concord, the gnaraniee
of democratic freedoms and the
advance of South Viet Nawt
towards a juture free from cor-

ruption, famine, and olher
social scourges.

The actions taken by the
urban masses of Svuth Viet

Nawm have not only increased in
scope ;. there 1s also a new
forcefulness in the ar. As an
example we may consider the
journalists. On Oclober 13, ail
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the Saigon newspapers, except
two or three of Thieuw's rags,
suspended publication for one
day. On October 21, the same
papers decided nol to reproduce
the news given by the adminis-
tration and uol lo send corre-
spondents Lo ** governmenial ™
press conferences. On October
23, three journalists’ associa-
fons issued a joint statement
demanding the dismissal of
Hoang  Duc  Nha, Thiew's
nephew and Minister jor Infor-
mation, a4 man well known for
Bis corruptness and the ** hang-
man " of the press (and he has
at last had to resign).

Everything  adds  fo  the
imppression that the movement
against 1hiew is irreversible
and will siop only when an
administration  standing  for
peace, mational concord, and
the sevious implementation of
the Paris Agreement on Viei
Nam has been set up in Saigon.

Naturally, feeling his polit-
ical survival tn danger, Nguven
Van Thieu has taken measures
fo ward off the assaults of the
people. In a damagogic move
he jeltvsoned a number of his
most exposed  henclhmen. He
made  vague Promises about
' government veshuffles,” chan-
ges in the press regulations, a
soluiion o the problem of cor-
risption within three months. ..
I order {o divert public akten-
tion he ordered s wnderlings
to organize a movement against
“social vices”’ (sic). He also
mobilized s thugs to evenlually
stage a big ° counter - demon-
stration " in front of kis palace
shouting  * Support to the
President”  and  demanding
“sanctions against the op-
position. Thiew has forbidden
his ‘* soldiers, policemen, civil
servants and cadies '’ fo take
part in demonstrations. Radio
Saigon rveminded the popula-
tion that demonstrations were,
in principle, prolubited. Then,
on October 19, the yegion of
Saigon was pul on the alevi
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and the military were confined
to barracks.

In his October 1 lelevised
speech,  Thiew intentionally
accused the movements express-
ing the popular will of being
“ communist-inspived " I, for
political reasons, his police has
failed to make any open inter-
wenlion against the people’s
meetings and marches, lerrorism
was nonetheless evident in the
discret liguwidation of siudent
leaders and the stealthy mioves
of well-camouflaged secret agenis
agaiist those social strata and
personalilies who, in the eyes
of Thiew and s Yankee mas-
ters, were coustdered fo be most
dangerous... In the meantime,
Thiew confidentially sent a
Plan called ** Comel, " dated
September 22, to the [eaders of
the army, the police and ihe
admintsiration. His purpose is
to clamp down on the popular
movement through the applica-
tion of martial law and the
“total liguidation ' of those
opposing him, provoking the
disintegralion of the opposition
forces and so manwuwvring that
the facts o} the sitwation are
twisted and hidden from public
opinion alt home and abroad.

dccording o well-informed
sowrces, s plan had met with
the approval of many respousible
officials of the US Ilnbassy in
Saigon. This is because, while
preparing  for an  eventual
change, the US authorilies are
condinuing for the time being fo
support the Nguyen Van Thieu
administvation. The stalenients
made on October 8 by Clements,
US Under Secreiary of {efense,
and on October 20 by the US
Fmbassy in Saigon still insisted
on the necessity of glving sub-
stantral aid to Thiew. US ofji-
cials wsed this as an oppor-
tunity fo make new threats of
sending US aly and naval forces
back to South Viet Nam, laking
care to repeat thelr over-used
slanders against the DRTN as
a justificalion jor their bellig-
erency.,

The Ford administration
obstinalely vefuses lo take into
accound the clearly expressed
feelings of the South Vielnamese
urban  population, which are
echoed by the American people,
desires well-reflected in  the
attitude of the US Congress.
Washington's efforts to rescue
Thiew were rvecently expressed
in the convening of a confer-
ence in Paris under the aegis
of the US-dominated World
Bank, with a view to granting
a so-called ** muitilateral aid
to Thiew. Quite a few govern-
ments  of the Western world
Jisstly vefused to participate in
swch an action, which was obvi-
ously contrary fo the principles
of the Paris Agreement on Vet
Nam,

The Vieinamese people’s po-
sition vegarding the current
sibuwation 1n South Viel Nam
18 clear. 1i was publicly stated
by the PRG in ifs October 8,
1974 Statement:

— The US Government must
put a complete and definitive
eiid lo all military involvement
and all interference in the
‘niernal affaivs of South Viet
Nam and withdraw from South
Viet Nam all US wmilitary
personnel disguised as civilians,
e conformity with the provi-
stons of the Paris Agrecinent,

Nguwyen Van Thizu and
his clique, the main obstacle to
the setflement of the present
political  problems of South
Viel Nam, must be overthrown,
Ai administration standing for
peace, nationat coizcm’d, and
the strict implementation of the
Paris Agreement must be sef
up in Saigon.

Only such an adininisivation
can hold veal negotiations with
the PR(G; and meet the South
Vietnamese people's aspirations
for peace, iidependence, de-
movracy, heétter living condi-
tious aird wnational coucord,
in accordance wilh the Paris
Agreement.

October 25, 1074
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Still an American War

HEN US President Gerald Ford gave assurance

to the Saigon Foreign Minister o Octuber 3

that Saigon would receive maximun, military

and economic aid, he was unwittingly giving a

reply to anyone who still has doubts about the

origin, nature and significance of the serious
events now taking place in South Viet Naun.

However, his statement contained nothing new.
His predecessors, from Eisenhower, Kennedy, John-
S0n 1 Nixon, have suid the same thing ugnin and
again. Ford's statement just shows how stubborn
Washington remains, despite the changes in its
methods. US imperialism is sill pursuing the same
end while modifying only the means.

Washington's new orientation reflects the deep
changes taking place in the balance of forces on u
world scale. The United States, conscious of having
lost its supremacy -- economically and militarily as
well, of course, as politically and psychelogically —
has to adaptitself to 4 new sitnation. Neo-colonial-
ism is trving to be more unobtrusive, The specta-
cular deployment of 1'5 foreey abroad is over; now
it isonly a “sharing of responsibilities’”” between
the S and its “allies.”’ The US is to Eive maxi-
mum aid in many ways to its friends so that they
will be able to suppress any internal “‘subversion.’’
The US is only playing the role of mentor and
financial backer, the guardian of “civilization™ and
“universal values.””

This policy is apparently all the more feasible in
South Viet Nam where Washington has, for the
List - o years, made great efforts to rig up one of
the most solid neo-colonixlist machines.

Officered,  trained, equipped, maintained and
coinmanded by the Americans, the Saigon army and
police alter zo years have come to be among the
most numerous in the world, with over one miilion
regular troops and 400,000 members of the tarious
paramilitary  organizations, The Saigon air foree
with its 2,000 aircraft is the third largest in the
world. A large repressive apparatus has been Duilt
up, with @ 120,000-strong police force and a thou-
sand prisons in which 200,000 political prisoners
are kept. Democratic freedoms are reduced to the
miniinum.

With the apparatus having been already seil up,
a few billion dollars are suiicient to maintain it
and muake it work: seeking 1o check the PRG,
suppressing all signs of opposition and shelving
sie die the implementation of the Paris Agreement.

Nguyen Van Thieu has repeatedly said that his
Tegime cannot survive wirhout ('S aid. Within itg
aid program, the US has been supplying Saigon
with everything it needs to stay alive, linuncing
over 86%, of Saigon’s total revenue. The participa-
tion of over hali a miltion US troops in the war
was but an extreme ineasure to save the puppet
regime on the verge of collapse. Now the situation
has been normalized, the main role again rests with
the Saigon wurmy - the GIs have left, but 118 pol-
iy remains unchanged.
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The US officials have taken pains to explain their
actions. During a wvisit to Australia early in 1970,
Agnew, the then Vice-President, reassures his allies ;
“First let me make clear that, despite g great deal
of speenlation and rumour, we are not wilhdrawing
froin Asic and ihe Pacific. We have said before,
and T suy it again today, thut the US will kecp its
trealy commifuent, ..’ (Uur emphasis-Ed. )

Nixon reaffirmed this commitment when he
chose the eve of the initialling of the Paris
Agreement, [an. 24, 1973, to state that the UJS
recognized  Thieu's Governmeni as the ‘gole
legitmate government of South Viet Nam.” The
signing of the Agreement was postponed for three
months to allow the massive shipments of US war
materials to South Viet Nam, coupled with anr n-
precedented air attack on North Viet Nam, the
blitzkrieg of December 1972,

After the signing of the Agreement, the military
and economic aid given to Saigon in 1973 increased
to over 2.2 biilion. Testifying before the US Senate
Subcommittee on May 1, 1974, Tred Branfman,
Director of the Indochina Resource Center, said that
93% of US aid was destined for the war. In spite
of the restrictions imposed by Congress, the White
House and the Pentagon have resorted to ali sorts
of wiles in order to channel financial aid to Thiea.
Thus, just at the movement when Saigon was on
the point of finishing all the money allotted to it
by the US for the current fiscal year, the discovery
of an ““error’’ in the Pentagon’s accounts enabled it
provide Saigon with an additional 266 million doliars.
According to Scnator Abourezk, 4 law on “Alimen-
tation and fodder’’, dating from 1861, had been ex-
ploited by the Pentagon to get — without Congress’
authorization - - nearly 5 billion dollars between
1960 and 1972, 2 billions of which were spent on
the war in Southeast Asia,

The Washington Post reported that Gerald Ford’s
first meecting with the Security Council was devoted
to discussing ways to restore the 300 million dol-
lars cut down frém the military aid to South Viet
Nam.

Thus keeping Viet Nam within the negzecolonijalist
orbit, by war if necessary, remains one of the main
preoccupations of the White House. Here Ford has
fined up behind hiy predecessors.

In his televised speech on October I, 1974, Nguyen
Van Thieu himself declared with » typically Amer.
ican candour: “We musi shed our blood, and the
US will supply us with arms and ammunition. In
this wuy, the 'S can help us for a long time
withont needing to keep over nalf a million GIs
here.””’

Thiew - or anyone who may replace him — is
but a pappet; the mastermind is in Washington,
lord-Kissinger are pursuing the same war policy as
the Nixon-Kissinger tandem. We knaw where that
policy may lead to,

NI




The Saigon Regime

The Question of Political Prisoners

"in South

T 15 universally known that, at
I the time the Paris Agreement

was signed, the Ngnyen Van
Thieu administration was holding
more than 200,000 political pris-
oners. Twenty months have pass-
ed since then. Now, in Viet Nain
and the whole world over, a new
wave of struggle against Thieu is
surging ic demand the release
of all pelitical prisoners. Every-
where hundreds of organizations
are being formed to fight for their
freedom.

Our American friends held a
Week of Concern for South
Vietnamese Political Prisoners

(from September 2g to October
6, 1974), and issued the © Call to
Conscience '’ demanding the re-
lease of all political prisoners and,
pending their release, a full invest-
igation of Thieu’s prisons by
international organizations. They
are requesting foreign countries
to stop aid to the Thieu regime,
for in their opinion, aid means
more brutal suppression and so
long as foreign governments
finance 85% of Thieu's budget,
prisoners will continue to be
detained and the war will go on.

Support for that Week has
come in various forms from many
countries, such as the Soviet
Union, the GDR, Sweden, Can-
ada, New Zealand, France, etc.
Vurious committees {or the release
of South Vietnamese political
prisoners set up in Western
European countries have met to
co-ordinate their activities, The
Stockholm Conference on Indo-
china held a two-duy session on
October 13 and 14, 1974 to con-
sider the question of the prisoners
and the war crimes committed
by the Thieu cligue.

It is stipulated by the Paris
Agreement that the return of all
civilian detainees should bhe com-
pleted within oo days after the
cease-fire comes into effect. But

4

Viet Nam Remains Unsolved

what is the policy of the Saigon
government on this issue ?

1. Forging dossiers (o preseut
political  prisoners as  common
criminals and so mol to be released

Circular No. 758'BNV AN of
the Saigon Ministry of the In-
terior, Telegram No. 7167/N2
dated April 5, 1973 signed by
Col. Nguven WVan Giai on behalf
of the National Police Commander
and Thieu’s secret messages to
the provinces have revealed this
dark scheme of theirs.

Carrying out Thien’s orders, the
prison superintendents have re-
sorted to deception, persuasion,
pressure and even sheer force in
order to make the prisoners sign
forged dossiers presenting them-
selves as common criminals.

In this connection, three cases
can be mentioned :

-~ In July 1973, 200 political
prisoners at Bac Lieu jail were
compelledd to sign dossiers clas-
sifying themselves as common
criminals.

— On January 29 and 30, 1973,
50,000 political prisoners were
re-classitied as common criminals.

— Between April 30 and May
15, 1973, 4,074 political prisoners
in Poulo Condor were likewise
re-classified a5 common criminals.

2. Presenling political prisoners
as *‘rallied” to the Saigon side

Truncheons, rods, sticks and
tear-gas grenades are ccmimon
methods of torture in order to
compel political prisoners to agree
that they have © rullied " o the
Saigon side.

Two cases in point are the sav-
age treatment of 700 women pris-
oners at Jail No. 4, Poulo Con-
dor Prison camp, and 103 political
prisoners at Ward No. 6, Quang
Ngai Prison as a means of extract-
ing a declaration that thev were

“rallying '’ to Saigon. Inm the lat-
ter case, many among the 103
prisoners were afterwards taken
away to an unknown destination.

:

3. Announcing the * release’
and ¢ liberation”  of prisoners
without actuwally rveturning them,
followed by their secret liguidalion

— It was announced on Febru-
ary is, 1973 that 400 prisoners of
Nha Trang jail would be set iree.
However they were actually taken
the following day to Poulo Con-
dor and 182 political prisoners
there were brought back to various
prisons on the mainland, where
tinally, on March 15, 1974, a
number of them were liquidated.

— On April 15, 1973, in Tay
Minh province the release of 23
political prisoners was announced,
They were actually murdered
on the bank of the Ban Keo river
at Long Thanh village and their
bodies thrown into the river.

— On July =2z, 1973, 43 politi-
cal prisoners from Quang Ngai
prison were released without buing
given any papers. On their way
home, they were re-arrested by
the police on charges of *crimi-

nal offenses '’.

4. Decetving the prisoners imio
thinking they were going to be ve-
leased and secretly murdering then:.

— On May 21 and 22, 1973,
1oo political prisoners in Poulo
Condor were taken to Tan Hiep
and told they would be released.

They were, in fact, murdered
afterwards.
— At the bpeginning of July

1973, 50 morc political prisoners
detained in Poulo Condor were
told that they would be returned.
In fact, they were secretly trans-
ferred to jails in Kontum and
Pieiku.

— On the night of July 24, 1973,
700 political prisoners were gath-
ered from various prisons in the
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Saigon region and told they were
on the way to the return site.
Instead they were taken to Poulo
Condor.

5. Moving prisoners about [rom
one prison to another thus making
it difficult for the public to [earn
of their whereabouls bui easy for
Thici to arvanee for theiv cvendual
liquidation

This measure has been vigorous-
ly applied in almost all prisons.

— On January 28, 1973, 300
political prisoners in Phu Quoc
jail were taken to Soc Trang;
among them 50 were sorted out
to be thrown into the sea from
helicopters.

— On Tebruary ¢, 1973, I43
political prisoners were carried

in seven lorries from Kien Phong -

jail to an unknown destination.

— On June 20, 1973, 100 polit-
ical prisoners held at Tra Vimh
jait were murdered ; the jail was
then refilled with 200 prisoners
from Can Tho.

— Only one month and a half
-after the signing of the Paris
Agreement, from Tan Hicp prison
alone, 2,400 inmates were taken
away to an undisclosed destina-
tion.

0. Muass murdeving of political
prisoners and throwing their bodies
into rivers

The Thieu clique have not only
carried out secret small-scale
liguidation of political prisoners,
but ulso committed wholegale
MIASSACTES,

-- In Septlember 1973, they kill-
ed zoo political prisoners held in
Duc Ton jail (Vinh Long prov-
ince] then threw their bodies
into a river; beheaded corpses or
dismembered bodies of political
prisoners were seen daily in the
Cal Cam canal at Tan Hanh and
Tan Ngai villages, many of them
vatlerl onto wooden planks.

— In Can Thao provinee, 4,500
prlitical prisoners were herded
from various jails into a narrow
enclosure at Vam ) Mon where
they were placed at the mercy
of the elements und subjected to
most savage tortures. As a resuit,
not a single day passed without
a political prisoner dying. Prison-
ers were slaughtered and thrown
into Hau River (Bassac River).
Every day about 2o naked corpses
of belieaded or dismembered moen
and women prisoners were seeu
floating on the river in Qct. 197 3.

The mass muarder of political
prisoners -——a most brutal and
barbarous crime committed by

N° 30 — November 1974

the Thieu clique — has been
going on in many provinces in the
Mekong Delta such as An Giang,
Sa Dec, Tra Vinh, Ben Tre. ctc.

7 '['(’i’mri.:.i;'zg. repressing
shooting poiltical prisoners
the prisous

and
inside

— On May 30,
army and police
out =avage rtepressiom against
1,200 prisoners held in  Nha
Trang jail. Many of them were
shot on the spot and a number
were then taken away.

1973, Thieu's
forces carried

-- At the beginning of March
1973, a man named Hoang Van
Be "shot 17 prisoners at Bien
Hoa jail on one single occasion.

— Between April 28 and May
5, 1973, priscners at Poulo Con-
dor were subjected to savage
repression carried ont under the
command of Nguyen Van Ve,
a superintendent notorious for
his brutality. At Jail No.6, Sec-
tion B, in particular, more than
300 grenades containing C.S. gas
were thrown into Wards I,2 3
and 4; the inmates there were
left unconscious and were later
savagely beaten;as a _result 14
were killed and 480 injured.

—On June 3, 1974, explosives
were used against the inmates
of Tan Hiep prison ; scores Were
killed and hundreds more injured.

8. Iliegally setting wup {ribn-
nals and fassing suWmarly death
sentences

Under the Protocol on the

return of political prisoners, the
Saigon  administration  has o
right to refuse ot delay the return
of prisoners on whatever account
including the rrason that detain-
pes may have been tried or
sentenced. Yet, the Thieu clique
have iilegaily set up tribunals to

try  detainees and  pass death
senternces on them.

Ou August 17, 1973 they sen-
tenced  Mrs Pham Thi Ut and
AMr Tran Van Cui to death e
Mr Nguven Van Se, Mr Cao
Thien My and Mr Ngayen Van

Be to 10~ 20 vears' Inprisonment.

50,000 new prisoners

The Thien administration
has admitted  holding  only
5081 PRG personnel. It has

spught every possibie means to
evade the veturn even of those
prisnners named in its own list,
After three phases for prisoner
exchanges, from April 26 to May

12, 1973, {rom July 23 to July
24, 1973 and from February 3 to
March 7, 1974, the PRG has
received only 5,024 prisoners,
amon,; whom nearly 300 were
not in Saigen’s original list- Thus
even the figure of 5,081 prisoners
in Saigon's original list exceeds
by 329 the number actually
returned during the 20 months
since sigming of the Paris
Agreement,

Of those who have been return-
ed to the PRG, 53 are intellec-
tuals and students belonging to
the third potitical force in South
Viet Naom. They shouald have been
returned to  their families in
Saigon and other cities in the
Scuth as they had demanded.

What is extremely serious is
that 65 persens belonging te the
PRG and the third political force
were again thrown into Bien Hoa
prison even though the represen-
tatives of the two South Viet
Nam sides in the Joint Military
Cotnmission had agreed that they
should be allowed to return to
their families in the Saigon-con-
trolted zone. One of these 63
returnees Mr Huynh Tan Mam,
ex-President of the General
Association of Saigon Students,
was savagely beaten, imprisoped
again and taken to an unknown
place. Up to now despite many
months of intense search, Mh's
grieved mother does not koo
the whercabouts of her son,

In recent months, the Tiieu
clique have made numerous
arrests in their intensified mo.p-
ping-up, * pacification” and
police operations. Carrying
out a plan code-named ¥.6, they
have jailedd numerous people.
With a series of new < decrees”
on regional security, abolition of
clections  at village lovel,
rogulation of political parties,
the setting up of g more tribu-
nals, the law gagging the press
and * Decree " No.ogo, etc., they
have outlawed 26 pelitical parties
leaving only Thieu's Democratic
Party and other orgapizations
of his clique, closed down
several Saigon newspapers, made
indiscriminate arrests and sup-
pressed all those considered to
be © dangerous '’ or in favour of
peace, national reconciliation and
concord. According to still incom-
plete statistics available iu August
1974, since the signing of the
Paris Agreement they have arrest-
el some 50,000 more people, that
is ten times the numbet of those
who have been returned.




In Thieu's Grips

Doan Khae Nwuivew isa voung Catholic, a former franciscan seminarist
and a wmember of the Centval Commitice of the Catholic Labowr Youth
Movement. irvesiod by the fhici adiministralion on the night of Apwril
A0 I972. de was fivst jailed in Tauw Hiep prison then deported to Powlo
Condor, Aithough acquitted by the Military Court of the Third Military
Region on Auwgust 3, vo73 he comtinued to be kepl in prison illegallv
whtil Oclober 29, 1973, the dav swhen le s ordered fo [oin up. Refusing
to join the armny. he was failed af Chi Hoa prison and on April 29, 1974

was sentenced fo five years' Lmprisonnient ona charge of “iuswhordination.

H

In his woles published in the Saigon revicio Doi Dien rNo. 60 of Ju-
gust 19, 1074) e Lells of his experiences (n prisou ovey Hese tio years.

We have alveady puablished

Viet Nam Courier

No. 27, p. 12,

August 1974, an extracd from o dialogue betwecn Doan Khae Nuven (not
Dao Khac Xunyven as was misprinted) and the jrdye.

OLITICAIL.  prisoners used
jokingly to refer to newcom-
ers as “‘those who only eat hall

their burnt rice.”” As for me, ulso a
neweomer, I am not qualified to
write about the prison system.
That honour should be roserved
for the veterans who have spent
18 to 20 years of their lives in
prison. In addition to that, 1
think it is difficult to describe
this reality with words which at
best can describe only part of
what one has seen, heard and felt.

In 1970, when I was toid by
students who had bheen released
from Poulo Condor of the horri-
ble life they had led there, [ could
only imagine their safferings
vaguely and felt sonte short-lived
emotions. Tt was not until 1 was
myself deported to Peule Condor,
when T Hved through all kinds
of tortures, that [ could really
know how terribyle it was.

I have written this article be-
cause my friends asked me to do
30 and because cur enemy keep
denying the existence of political
prisoners and in this shameful
deception, they enjoy the SYmpa-
thy and support of official repre-
sentatives of the Catholic Church.
With only two years in prison,
na.j:urally, I amunable to describe
this hell on earth in the dark
period  (Political prisoners in
Poulo Condor called the period
prior 1o their own *“concerted
uprisings *’ in 1g70 the ' dark
period ”), although the period
alter 1970 is ne brighter. How-
ever, I have seer much and heard
much. My heart was filled with
emotions of anger and hatred.
1 chall try to tell as much as [
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can bul this is not a detailed de-
scription of prison life, but only
some personal reminiscences.

The night 1 was arvested

It was on the night of April
30, 1972. On the Quang Tri and
An Loc fronts, the fighting was
fiercer than ever before, In Sai-
gon, the arrests of stadents had
been intensified. It was the eve
of May Day. On that evening,
the Central Cominittee of the
Catholic Labour Youth Movement
met to check up on the prepara-
tions f{or May Day. We found
that  preparations had been
perfupcterily, and  there were
many  shortcomings, | warned
my triends of the administration’s
intensification of repression
against the population, especially
against students and labouring
people.

Bat 1 did not expect that this
repression  would  be directed
against us so rapidly. After the
meeting we returned to our bed-
rooms. Hardly had we turned off
the lights when policemen rushed
in like a herd of hungry tigers.
They began searching every-
where and everything, our clothes,
books and all' our personal
belongings. They took our books
and the rubber stamp of our
organization, made a report and
forced me to sign. As 1 refased
they threatened : ¢ Damn you, if
you don't sign now, you'll have
to do it at the police station.”’ I
was forced to stand behind & heap
of books and documents to be
photographed. As | protested,
two policemen grasped my arms
and kept me standing there while

they took pictures from every
angle. Then [ was taken down to
the car. My friends, who lived in
the next rooms, suifered the same
fate. In the street, | saw a dozen
police cars surrcunding our quar-
ters. Overhearing the policemen’s
conversation I kuew that the
round-up had been made jointly by
policemen of the Second and the
Third Districts. Superintendent
Thu, and the chief of the district
police Do Van Liem who had
harassed us in the past, were also
present there. Our neighours were
asleep or pretended to be so. It
was past midnight, and the streets
were empty.

Th. was drawn by several po-
licemen to a dark commer behind a
refreshment stand. He was asked
something that T could not hear.
Only the noise of the policemen’s
swearing and blows and Th.'s
cries were heard. After a while,
Th. was taken back to our quar-
ters, perhups to show them some-
thing. When he was taken out
again I saw his mouath covered
with blood.

We all were driven to the police
stationin the Second Distrigt, It
is only now that it comes to my
mind that we never asked for the
search-warcunt.  Buat  anyway,
there would have been no use in
it. For, with us, they have applied
only one law, that ol violence,
bladgeons and Dlows.,

On the sright of the Fivsé of May

Since the night beinre, Th. and
T had been jailed in a dark room
Although I was given a small
bowl of rice and a piece of soya
bean about the size of a little
finger for a whole day’s food |
did not feel hungry. We were
thinking about the coming inter-
rogations. Th. recited for me a
poem on hnman Jdignity. Tt was
getting dark. 1 suddenly heard
the ringing of a chureh Lell some-
where. I remembered then that
St.  Anthony’s chapel of the
Franciscan  Seminary was just
behind the walls of this post.
This reminded me of the French-
st¥le mansion where [ had lived
for o period, and of my old
friends. Terhaps at that time
they were closing their eyes,
ceretnoniously  clasping  their
hands and medlitating on how to
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cjevate their souls from this vil-
lainous earthly world so as o
draw nearer to God. After that

they would go to the dining
room, talking merrily about their
studies or other subjects. At that
time, probably, many pious gen-
tlemen and ladies were bathing in
God's tove under the flickering
candle lights on the altar of the
chapel, praying to God to help
them in making a fortune. Aml
the Father Superior would Dbe
silently communing with God
abount whether he should drive
away the women-pedlars on the
pavement of Phan Van Truong
Street who were soiling the housc
of God by obstracting the entrance
to the chapel.

1 kept thinking about these
things. Daring that whole day the
torturers’ swearing and the vic-
tims’ screams coming from the
interrogation room put a constant
strain on my nerves., But my
thoughts werc soon interrupted
by the creaking of the cell lock.
Yes, they were opening the door
of my cell again. Th. had been
beaten black and blue. I, too, had
been blindfolded and led to the
interrogation room. One torturer
asked me whether the leatleis
were mine. As I said I did not
know anything about them the
fellow threatened me and had me
led back to the ward. I wondered
who would be called next. My
throat dried up. I felt extremely
thirsty. I wondered whether God
in the nearby chapel knew this.
Al that moment, the Father
Superior and my friends were
probably taking dinner.

The door opened. Someone
called me. While T was huarriedly
putting on my saudals, a man
rashed in, raising his leg and
velled: ** Damn you! Knock him
down. This is no time to wear
sandal.”

1 was blindfelded and taken to
the interrogation room again.
{ardly had 1 arrived there when
blows and kicks with nailed boots
rained on iy body. I staggered
and fell against the wall. They
pulled me up, stripped me naked
and took of the bandage from my
eyes. Being short-sighted, 1 could
see onty dimly the cruel faces of
men around me who looked as if
they were going fo swallow me
up. I had no clothes on except
short pants. They asked what
was my occupation. When [ said
1 was a student, one of them
rushed at me, struck repeatedly
on my face and yelled: ** Do you
think that wvou students arte
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superior men ? Do you dare to
beat time with your feet even at
this moment? Don't you know
we are policemen ? '’

Blood from my nosc kept ran-
ning down my cheeks and onto
the floor. They ordered me to use
my shirt which had been taken
out some minates ago to clean
the floor, then led mo back to the
ward.

That was the only beating ]
ever suffered, Later on, after
meeting and talking to political
prisoners I learnt about the
barbarous tortures and atrocities
they had suffered, In comparison
with their sufferings, mine was
nothing. One can be certain that
no political prisoners escaped
{rom torture or beating.

May

I was transferred to the Police
Detention Centre in Saigon. Some
said that the policemen here were
more cruel than those in the
district stations, others disagreed.
1 did not know who was right,
buat later on, when 1 had talked
with other prisoncrs I learnt that
policemen are everywhere the
same bat that at a higher level
the tortures become more refined.

All my papers were confiscated
(later on 1 was to be falsely
accused of having no identity
card). 1 was given black clothes
and was kept in a dark ceil. We
always felt hungry. In the ruorn-
ing, we were given soup with
very little brown rice in it, at
noon and in the evening, a small
ball of brown rice. Now and then,
4 prisoner who was serving as
kitchen help would come and
give us a little salt and pepper
or some precious cigarettes.

The students swho were our old
friends or were known by name
to us were arrested one after
another and sent to our prison.
There were 2o dark ceils in two
rows, nearly half of them reserved
for studenis. There, we suffered
all things — tortures, beating,
hunger and thirst. But we still
engaged in  artistic activities,
singing songs and reciting paems,
I remembered (}. a girl, who had
avery beautiful and strong voice.
Each time she sang, her voice
rang out as if it was going to
burst the thick walls and iron
gates of the prison.

* Nobady can check our sing-
ing for we sing the love of our
fellow - countrymen. Nobody can
check our songs which praise our

national heroes and heroines who
gave their lives to defend our
mountains and rivers.” The
warden threatened many times to
beat her but her voice kept ring-
ing out. Finally he pulled her out
and beat her 1 also remember
one evening when two jyoung
girls, arrested from a locality in
the countryside, were brought in.
Because of shortage of space they
had to sleep on the passage be-
tween the two rows of cells, The
older one was silent, but the
younger, aboul 12 or 13 years of
age, was crying. I heard a voice
coming through a small hole of a
dark cell asking her for what
reason she was arrested and
raising a hand to rub her eyes,
she replied that she did not know.
Avnother day, I saw an old woman
about 60, who after being tortur-
ed, had to crawl back from the
interrogation room. Her shoulders
and arms were swollen and at
midnight she fainted. The warden
came and stood indifferently with
his hands on his hips in front of
her and said: It serves you
right. Why don't you confess? "

Daring nearly two months in
the prison, I always felt hungry.
The daily ball of rice was becom-
ing smaller and smaller. The
prison authorities forbade al
family visits without any explana-
tion. A hunger-strike for more
food was staged. Guards, clubs in
hands, caine and beat ug. Rations
were not increased. [t was during
this strike that our friends who
were arrested together with us
and had been locked up in alarge
toom {called callective room) were
beaten for che first time because
they dared to say that they were
hungry. ¥Yet, in a speech an
archbishop has said: *“T am very
glad to learn that while serving
their sentences in prison, leaders
nof ihe Catholic Labour Youth
Movement have never been ill-
treatcd.'’ Even if those leaders
had not been ill-treated, should
the archbishop be glad, did that
give him the right to {eclaat
ease ? T'or there were still count-
less other people in the prisons,
such as the woman of 60, the girl
of r2...

June 24, 1972

1 was shackled and transferred
to Tan Hiep Prison (Bien Hoa).
Together with me there were
about 30 persons, aged from i8
or 19 to 50-60, who had been
arrested ihe night before at their

(Continued on page 30)




To Build a Large-Scale

Quer the lasi lwenty vears, ihe
North Vicimaviese conntryside has
gome through i.n stages of basic
iransformation : the first was the
fand veform which twrned exploited
peasants inio frec peasanis, the
second brought about the essential
abalition of the age-cld sysiom of
private ownership., changing indi-
vidual  peasanis  bto colloctive
peasants by creanizing them info
co-operalives.

Thanks Lo Lie comhination vl co-
aperativizafion wiih water contvol
work, the colicetice peasanivy dare
graduaily lipiling the fosses cults-
ed By nadnrd cafanitivs  and
chonging sirglo-crep ricefields into
dowbiecrop ones. The material and
Fechmical Dbase is Peing Dncreasingly
consolidated. The s shori-orocth
variclies— o wew  achiecenment  of
world scicnee — have rapidiy nol-
tiplicd on the wicefields af et
Nam., The high vields olifained
will aiso contritede {o the deselop-
ment  of  aninal frustarnd iy

8

Socialist

Vhroighond The tifals of wav the new
production relations have proved
theiv  posverful  vitality. However
in Norih Vict Nam there 15 as
vei e aduvgnced (REUSEY, agricul-
fare is <till Declicavd awd predud-
i ol (e chiefly dene By ohand.
o fake egricniiure  forward  to
Large-scale  sorialist production in
such conditions IS @& REW and
extremely  difficult problem. Onlv
by streninous researches and cxpev-
nients, can we find an appropriate
solution. On dugust 12, 1972 the
Secretarial  of  the et Nam
Workers' Paviv Ceniial Conmittee
decided Lo condict a pilot project
and  sent  delegations of  Party
cadres to a mumber of districts
chile the woar tas still raging. O
Angnst 5. 1074 @ Conference o0
Agricwdture 4 1he Piain and Alid-
lands was held in Thai Binh, the
first province iv oblain 5 fons of
paddy per hectuit a year, in ordey
Yo siedy, in the light of ex perience,
the probieis of re-organizing labour

Agriculture

LE DUAN

and further improving agriculiural
managenient in the divection of
large-scale  socialis? production.
Over 500 pavticipants consisting of
senior cadres from forms and cifics
and from 138 disivicts b ol plain
and  midlands, hivien of oo
opevatives, veproseniutives af ia
vions bvanches of the ccononry and
cadves of agricuwlinral science,
technology and cconenmo  HIEHCZE-
ment, eic., met for a week togeth-
ev with Comrade Le Duan, Fivst
Secretary of the Viel Nam Work-
ers’ Parvtv Cenlval Commnilice,
Drime Minister Phawn Van Dong
and Secretaries of the Party Cen-
tral  Comwittee To  IHuw and
Hoang Anh.

At the closing session, Comrade
Le Duan deliveved v specch on the
problem  of « Siyising to Build a
Large-Scale Socialist Agrienlinre.

Relow are ecveerpis frowm ihis
important speech. Titles and sub-
titles are ouvs.
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SHLANCE-SHEET

S you knuw, sioue wus we have sad to fight
an avduons war whicn created v owy great
difiscainies i our -oves. 1o spite ol the war,

wur Parey desid < o g G impiilsn tooagri-
cuftire and regioha sLoLile
requirements of the { st awd s v the pouple’s
life. One of the mu: anporiail o oo
time is that of labouui. ki owever,
1965 a great number of thu wble-be
in the conntryside have gone (o
cultural labour force has not been
but has rather increas«d. Yet, it !
that the cultivated acre.ge bas dimiuished Ly some
hnndreds of thousands of hectares us a ryesult of
capital construction und the building of roads and
water-control works. Thercfore, despite a cunsiuer-
able growth in yield, the wotal production of food
still tluctuates at arvound the same level with no
considderable increasc. Mceauwhile, the popalation
has grown by more than iour rpiliiown, e, o yearly
meresse of hall a miihoa, Hvery year agricalture
sells an important qaantity of food to the brate,
bu- the State has i return pare of it to a pumber
ot peasants during the pre-harvest period. s
regards clothing, we still Aave Lo port raw cotion
wnol textiles {rom toreign coantries. dorevver, iu
the movement {oy co-opersiivization wid the orguni-
zation of agriculturel prodaction and labour, wric-
tionat aspects wnd negative factors still remain.
At this Conferencge, you have said that the prioc
problem is one of the caases [or the ¢ roperitives’
luck of enthusiasm in production. itas troe thai
some State purchasing prices of wgnoultars: pro-
ducts are irraticnal. Tne State muast vesoluteiry
readjust them. Bul we should note that the Sruie
sells industrial goo:ls to the peasants ay faiviy cheap
prices. Normaliy, il the State purcha-ing prices of
agricultural producis wre ruised, the prices of a
number of industrial ;;uods mast alse be increased.
And in fact, the amount ot commuodities sold Dby
the peasants te the State is smaller than that scid
by the State to the peasanis. In the relutionstip
beiween the State and the peasani~, it shoald be
noted first of all fhat ithe State has shown the
greatest concern about providing ol clothing,
educational {acilities and medical care tur the pews-
ants and their families, While a fierce war wuas
being waged in which the American iperi:lists
dropped nnilions of tons of bombs on our cowry,
despite many Jdifficalties and hardships. the childrey
could go to school and everyone was jrovided with
adequate food wnc clothing even in areas severely
affected by flood and typhoons. In the history of
war this i3 4 rare occarrence, the result of immense
efforts; it will stand as o tremendous achievemeut
of our pzople, vur Party and our State. Generally
in wars, besides the sacrifices in Iivus, the people
sufler from honger and cold. At certain places and
times it has happened that the majority oi the
death toll was made up of people dying from
starvation. Thanks to the offorts made by our
people and 1he ussistance by our brothers and
friends in ihe world we . wve avoided auy sach
SR licn.

LS Tt

2

Are we not all feeling pivat pride, now more than
ever before, because we Luve wou this vielory:
Just recently, Nimon hLal to resign his position as
President of ihe J3A, "Vhat was the veason ior
this ? The imep cause 0 Sugon’s deovdals Tes in
the US dobon b0 vl 7n Mo s e Clolory
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AND PRUSPECTE

has not only suaieguarded our own independence
and freedom, but alse contributed to foiling the US
strategy of world hegemony and bringing about a
new world situation favourable to the forces of
peace, nuationu!  independence, democracy and
socialism. Huving achicve l such o great, extraor-
dinary exploit, we have the right to be proud!
Moreover, in the siruggle for national salvation,
our people have be2come more revolutionary. There
15 a secthing revolutionary movement, a firm deter-
mination to win, in our entire people from old folk to
small chiidren. With this, we can defeat the US
imperialists, biitg aboul a technical revolution in
agricelture and cope with the aftermath of so many
nataratl calamities. Over ibe past few years, the
weather has not been favourable; floods and
typhoons have been particularly severe. In rg7r and
1973 alone, natural calamities cawsed the loss of
more than one awd o Lalf million tons ot rice and
a great qprandity of other goods. However we have
been able to cvercome all those difficulties.

Agriculture hus been beset with difficulties and
complications, which are due not only to objective
causes, buat also to shortcomings and weaknesses
committed {rom top to bottom, from the Party’s
leadership to the organs of State direction and
management, Fog this reason, notwithstanding the
good resuiis obtuined in increasing yields and creat-
ing model co-operatives, we must make severe criti-
cisms and selfcrivicisns of our shortcomings if we
wianl 10 muke greater progress.

The reports presented at this conference by co-
operatives, regional administraiions and scientific
and technical workers mention new and stable
aspects which may serve as a basis for important
conclustons on  the possibilities of agricultural
development in the years ahead,

First, after a long period of study and experi-
wentation, concrete conclasions have been reached
on i number of scientific and techuicat problems of
culiivaticit and animal husbandry. The practical
value of these lies in the fact that they are the
resalts of 0 application of the achievements of the
scientific and technical revelution, the ¢ green
revolation *” in ihe riceficlds of Viet Nam, in a way
suitable to the clinmatic, meteorological, geological
and hydraulic conditions of Viet Nam, and our
country's cxisting potentials in manpower and
materials, With oar labour force, mainly manual,
but erganised oell and on a greal scale, we can
satisfactorily carry out hydraulic work, soil
improvement and intensive farming, and complete
the field work in time to ensure a good crop. With
nothing but manure, lime, phosphale and azolla
pinnsia we can already obtain bigh yields. Tf we
reserve i reasonable acreage for the development
of antmal hasbhandry, production will not be reduc-
ed but on the contrary increassd, for a sufficiently
large-sized pig herd which can supply us with not
only mat but also manure is do'ng the work of a
nitrogeaoas feititizer plant. Cross-breeding and im-
provement of nuimal ieed have yielded good results.
The seed revolation has brought not only new
high-yiel 1 rice yaricties adapted {o our climate
aird resistant to cisease and insects, but also short-
term vaviciics which allow the planting of three
crops in a yvear wnl a scientific crop rotation. This
makes possible @ balunce belween cultivation and
animal huasbandry on o new basis suited 1o the
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natural conditions of our country, such as its large
population and small territory.

Besides having drawn many important scientific
conclusions, we have trained a fairly large contin-
gent of technical agricultural workers. The question
now is how to assign them the right tasks in the
right places. in my opinion, while cansclidating the
organs of scientific research and of scientific and
technical management at the central level, we
should send an important part of these cadres to
the countryside. For example, we can send some
scores of technical cadres to create a capable
technical staff to help the local Party and adminis-
trative organs in their work of guiding the appli-
cation of science and technology to preduction,
and to find quick solutions to scientific and techni-
cal problems arising in the cc-operatives’ practical
production work. This is a necessary measure to
introduce science and technelogy imto agricultural
production and to acquaint scientific and technical
workers with the realities of the situation. In this
way they will rapidly come to maturity, and have
the opportunity of contributing to the mnoble
revolutionary task of modernizing our countryside
from its traditional backwardness.

Second, the model co-operatives which cxist in
different regions constitute good schools for our
agriculture in its initial stage of development. The
immediate practical question is the problem of
developing agriculture along the line of large-scale
socialist production. These model co-operatives no
longer remain in the domain of research, they are
now the deeds of the masses in the fields.

They are not only the experience of one specific
tegion, but have become the realily in many
regions which are quite different from one ancther.
The co-operatives which have done well enjoy no
particular advantages in matters of land, labour
force or State investments On the contrary, some
of them are even in unfavourable conditions. Here
it is the question of leadership and guidance Dby
the Party and adininistrative organs at all levels

and the organization and management ability of
cadres. Here lies the pcisuasive puower of thcse
model co-operatives. As the comrades of Quynh Luu
(a commune in Nghe An province) have rightly
said: * When Quang Nap with its acid and saltly
soil, Minh Sinh with its difficult situation and Tri
Chi with ils swampy, waterlogged fields can geta
yield of 6-7 tons of paddy per hectare, grow winter
rice in most of their {ields, ard bringin 6,000 to
7,000 dowg’s worth of preducts frem one hectare,
it is certain that most co-operatives in the plains
and the midlands can de the same.”’ The organizaticon
of production and improvement of management Dby
Minh Sinh and Dong Hai co-operatives is not some-
thing extraordirary which cannot bv imitated by
other co-operatives. In a short period of time, Tong
Vu, formerly a backward co-operative, has become
a gced co-operative successful in doing away with
such negative aspects as encroackment en the collec-

- tive land and the habit of working more actively

for oneself than for the co-operative. So there is no
reason why other backward co-operatives scould not
become pretty good,

Third, afler more than a decade of construction,
our agriculture now has the basic foundaticns of its
material and techni¢al base : water-control networks,
drying yards, warehouses, stables, breeding farms,
machinery, equipment, processing workshops, re-
search instilutes, experimental stations and farms,
cte. Industry which is being restored and expand-
ed will constitute an important force for pushing
ahead the development of agriculture. On the one
hand, it is necessary to make full use of the existing
installations by examining carefully the working of
each establishment or installation, each type of
machine, and taking adequate measures to ensure
the best results. On the other hand, we must inten-
sify new construction work to complete the water-
control network in order to bring water to the
fields and ensure rational irrigation and drainage.
We must rapidly build a national system of seed
production and animal breeding from the central to
the local level aimed at ensuring sufficient supplies
andfresolutely eliminate]low:’quality’ varieties and

Buinglug i the qutinn-vice havvest at Taw Hoa josing co-opevativeThai Bink province)
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hreeds | we must also step up the construction of
phosphate and nitrogenous {fertilizer works and lime
lkilns as well as the werk for producing building
materials and processing agricaltural products; and
we should attach particular attention to equipping
agriculture with farming tools and machines, etc.
Giood construction work must necessarily be coupl-
ed with good management and utilization. We
must take into account the economic and technical
peculiarities of each category of installation o
establishment to apply an appropriate gystem of
management and ensure its most economic use amnd
maintenance.

I think that the founding of the material and
technical base of agriculture should be the commun
eifort of the central, regional and pase-level admin-
istrations. The economic branches managed by the
central administration should exert their utmost
eiforts and show the initiative in serving agricul-
ture, satisfy the new requirements of agricultural
prodaction in good time, modify irrational rales
and regulations, severely criticize wrongdoings, and
<o create the most favourable conditions for agri-
culture to develop. The vegional and Dase-level
administrations should, for their part, show a spirit
of revolutionary offensive and self-reliance and
achieve prosperity by their own efforts without
waiting for the help of the State. Asmasters of their
fields, all regions amd co-operitives should show
boldness and creativeness, devoting all their ener-
gies and overcoming difficulties and hardships to
build up their localities and their co-operatives with
a spirit capable of removing mountains and filling
ap the sea. Those who hive machines will use their
machines, those who have 1o machines will work
with their hands, But no one will stand back!
Everyone should work not 5-6 but ro-12 hours @
day in a dynamic and active manner, wage a tena-
cious struggle against nature and make fuil use ol
every plot of innd. To go to the midlands and
highlands with ‘*a ball of rice, some salted aunber-
gines und & communist heart” s0 as 1o open up
virgin land—this is what hus Dbeen done by the
people of Cuynh Tau who have been working for
decades to improve acid and salty soils, by the
Quang xap co-operative which has turned clayey
s0il into arable land for the cultivation of the
winter crop, by Minh Sinh which has delimited its
land to cope with waterloggings and by the Tri Chi
co-operative, etc. Thesc are bright examples of
hard work which should be followed by all of ns.

Fourth, we have essentially completed the task of
organizing the peasants into co-operatives and have
repentediy consolidated the new relations of pro-
dnction. The co-operatives have brought into full
play their positive aspects in production, combat,
and satisfying the people’s needs. However, in the

TOWARD A LARGE-SCALE

N our country, production was on a small scale
and based on cxtremely backward technique. In
induastry, especially in modern indostry, we had

nothing worth mentioning, not a kilogram of steel
or chemicals, the electricity hardly sufficed to light
a few cities and engineering consisted only of small
repair workshops. The por-capita area of caltivated
land, the lowest in the world, was and remains an
extremely ncate problemin developing the economy.

movement ol co-operativization and agriculturat pro
duction there now appear such negative manifesta
tions as illegal encroachment and wasteful use of
land, failure te put into practice the principles
and system of socialist management, and to carry
out distribution in a just and rational way, accord-
ing to the work done. This has, in some measure,
prevented the superiority of the new system irom
being brought into full play. Thus we may say that
due attention must be given to consolidating and
perfecting the new production relations in three
respects : consolidating collective ownership, closely
combining collective ownership with ownership by
the entire people and organizing rational manage-
ment and a rational system of distribution. Other-
wise we shall find that we lack the necessary pre-
requisites for the development of production and
the stepping up of the technical revolution. On the
other hand the new relations of production cannot
be steadily consolidated unless we are able to turn
their superiority to account s0as to re-organize pro-
duction and the labour force, speed up the baiiding
of the material and technical base, help the prog-
ressive advance of agriculture toward large-scalc
sacialist production and raise the co-op members’
living standards.

Fifth, the building of a large scale socialist agri-
culture is a process of revolutionary struggle in
many respects. 1t requires correct leadership by
the Party, strict management by the State and a
revolutionary movement of the peasant masses.
Yor this reason, the base - level Party committees
must thoroughly grasp the Party line and apply it
in a creative manner to the conditions of their lo-
calities. Cadres and Party members should remain
in the vanguard and sst examples in all fields. The
State must proinulgate a just management gystem
and pass the necessary legislation ; especially, it
should exert a powerful economic influence to mo-
bilize the workers and industrial branches to do
their Dest in the service of agriculture. Peasant co-
op members must be fully conscious of their role
as collective masters, they must exercise their rights
and constantly enhance their capacity to play the
role of masters. Only in this way can the co-oper-
atives successiully carry out the three revolutions,
develop agriculture powerfully, and become truly
socialist economic units. This is a lesson of success
learnt from the more advanced co-operatives.

1 cite those factsin order to affirm that, though
we still have to endure untold hardships and meet
with many difficalties, we are sure that with the
experience, knowledge and “capital’’ acquired, with
the immense revolutionary capabilities ol our collec-
tive peasantry, our agriculture in the years ahead
wilt undergo new changes, satisfy the vital needs
for agricuttural products, and make the_initial step
toward becoming a large-scale socialist agriculture,

SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE

Moreover, our country fas had to undergo pro-
tructed, devastating wars- How, in such a situation,
to advance to socialism, the culminating point ot
our time, whicl 1s marked by a modern industry,
2 moderu agricuiture and advanced culture and
science ? How can we bring packward and scatter-
ed agricalture to large-scale socialist production,
baild a new countryside and a new peasantry ? If
we speak of the characteristics of our country in
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its advance towanis socizlism, this is the domi-
nant feature. [t seems thal no country so far in
history has Dbecnin o situation such as ours. We
must lead the peawsantry and agriculture immediate-
ly to socialism, witlhout waiting for a developed
industry, though we knew very well that without
the strong impact of industry, agricaltare cannot
achieve large-scale prodaction and new relations of
agricultoral production cannut be consolidated. We
should ask ouwrscives wwhether, in the present con-
ditions of our coantry, 1t is in accordance with the
laws of social development to take the pessantry
and agriculture imimediately to socialism {i.e., with-
out waiting for u developed indusiry) ? And if so,
is there any particulur law on this problem for our
country and coontries like ours in tie future?
Every form of progress has its own laws. If we are
animated by high determination, but do not sct
according to the objective laws of development, we
can never succead. Hence, it is extremely important
to solve the new probleias raised by the realities
of our country.

To proceed from small - seale production to large-
scale socialist pruduction is a great problem and a
new one. For more than u decade we have been
seeking a solution at the same time as we have
been carrying on oar work. In this way, you and
all of us and certainly oor epecialists in economy and
science now have a clearer view of the problem. It
is necessary to work wd engage in researches al
the same zime. There is no altcrnative way. Cne
cannot grasp all problems at a single time. A: b
far have we perceived this problem ?

In the first place, we know that to advance
toward socialismi we must see what is most pro-
gressive in our time, because scientific socialism is
the necessary achievement of our epoch, the culmi-
nating point of its progress. We cannot rely oriy
on our own knowledge, sentiments and will ; on the
contrary we must, by all means, grasp the scientific
acquisitions of our time, study social, economic
and technological sciences, put themn into practice
and turn them :into realities of lifc in the conditions
of Viet Nam. On the basis of this scientific know-
ledge, which we will apply to the specific conditinns
in our country, we must iry to hring into fell play
the conditions which have already cxisted, and
create thouse which are still lacking, in order t: pro-
gress step by step toward large-scale sccinlist pro-
ductien. So, in the agricultural field, what are the
most progressive factors in cur time? in my
opinion, it is the system of socialist colliective
ownership, ihe science of labour organization,
economic management, water control, fertilizers,
seeds and breeding methods, new implements and
so on. Only by endeavouring to progressively mas-
ter all this and gradually put them irto eifect con
we take our individualistic backward agricuiturc
forward to large-scale socialist agriculture. The real-
ities of our agriculture provide us with precicu-
lessons of experience in this respect. Ever singe it
was founded, due 1o the concreie conditions in our
country, our Party has been the unique and absolute
leading force of the revolution. It has led the work-
ers, peasants and other strata of our people in ihe
victorious struggle against imperialismn and fewdal.
ism, thus winning back independence for the na-
tion, democracy for the people and land for the
peasants, and setting up a people’'s democratic
power, which is actually a worker-peasani power
and is now assuming the historic task of proletarian
dictatorship. As for the peasantry of our ccuntry,
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independence and land .are most precious things,
aspirutions which have been cherished for centuries,
bt is our Party that has realized these aspirations
of the peasauts. That is why the peasaniry, aciing
ca the call of the Party, volunteered, together witl
the working class, to go forward to socialism sl
give up individual production, to move cagerly wiul
rapidly along the path of agricoltural co-operativiz-
atinn and build a new system, that is, the system
ol souvindist  collective ownership.  Thus, in our
country, the successful conclusion of the national
democratic revolutien led by the working class
created the prerequisites for the socialist revointion,
Thus, the above-mentioned social revolutions {pro-
letarian dictatorship and collective owinership},
which are nomnally the prodacts of large-scale
indastry, in our country are the natural outcome
ol the process of nationa! democratic revolution and
of the initial stage of socidlist transformation in
ithe ubsence of large-scale industry. We {herefore
cannct sit idly by waiting fur the creation of heavy
industry before establishing these relations. History
enables and obliges us /o go jorward to these rela-
lions mmedialely. We cannot miss this historic
opportunity, we must seize it, carry ont agricultural
co-operativization without delay, and use the worker-
peasant power and the co-operative regime s a
moiive ferce to push uhead with other revelution-
ary transiormations in agriculture and quicken the
birth of a large-scale production and industry. To
start the process of socialist construction by estul-
lishing the system of coilective ownership — this
is a peculiurity of the process of our country’s his-
torical development, and an important theoretical
point of socisl sciences in Viet Nam,
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With socialist collective -wnership, with the
re-organization of labour ou . large-svale to carry
oat hydranlic work, soil improvement, and the
bailding of & number of necoisary material and
technical bases, witl: the apphcation of the achicve-
ments of the © green revolution 7 and lmited heip
from indnstry, -we ave fully capable of taking our
country's agricalture another step forward on the
path of large-scale socialist production, at a time
when industry s still being built up. Mo:eover, we
may ase agriculture as a base for indastrial dovel-
opment. Or, to put it another way, we must, after
the transformation of individual production inta
collective production, immediately re-organize agri-
cultural prodaction and labeur in the direction of
centralization, specialization and co-operation on an
ever larger scale, thus creating a kind of socialist
‘manual work-site.”’ On this basis, we mmst put
inclustry at the service of agriculture aud gradually
=tep ub the technical revolution, in order to <develop
the forces of production, strengthen the new rela-
tions of prodaction awd build 4 new countryside
and a new peasantry. This is the roid of gradual
advance toward large-scale socinlist production in
agriculture, and the way to ensure victory for

GRIENT.TION AMND

E have alfirmed that there are four major rasks
for o1 agricalture : 9 ensure encugh crred
andd oihor foodstuifs for the whote society

supply indasiry with raw matevinds, to
agricultural products for export in order to promote
the techaical revolution; and to provide manpower for
indusiry and other economic bracches, for ihe cul-
tar=l field ond for naticual defence. The historic
misst.n of the collective peasantyy with the collab-
nration of thy working class is to fulii] these major
tasks in their own interest, zmud in the interest
of the life of the cntire naticn and the fature
of socialist fwlastrialization, The working class
muast also werk with self-sacrifice and discipline,
with techricai skill and high prodactivity in order
to prolace avicles {for the people the msjority of
wihon cie [rasants,

I rhe vesrs nhead, we muast do our be-t in scive
the nrsblem of ford  in all three  regioms --
the plairs, the midlands and the meuntaing —
in owler to ensure the people’s daily mealz.
alveny have experience in this problera and there
are many aeivanced wnits in food prodacrion. A
numteer of provinces in North Viet Nam  have
olxain five Lons of padity per hecture on doable-
crop viceficlhls, the rice yield in many districts has
reach ¢ five to six tons per hectare, and in many
co-nperatives the rice yield per hectare ranges be-
tween sevei cud eight tons. We muct give a greater
impuize to water-control work, so as to make it a
revolutionary movement of the masses wimd link it
closely with science and technology. The acreage
exposed to fload and drought should be limited to
the mintmum, this will coatribute to the iinprove-
ment of the =il and the stabilization of production.
With better sced selection and a suffisient gunantity
of lime, phosphate, especially mauure and green
compnst, it shonld not be too difficult to obtain
6-7 tons of paddy on ifarge areas. Fond does net
consist of rice only, s great attertion must also
fre paid o sabsidiary crops and leguminous plants.
The provinces in the midlands and highlauds have
a great potential and m ssiive the problem of
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socialism in our countryside. I think that these are
important theoratical concepts regarding the devel-
npment of our agriculture in its initial stage.
Advanced co-opsratives are vivid examples to prove
the correctness of these conceptis,

The superiority af agriculiural co-operatives has
been demonstrated in many respects, especially

during the patriotic war against US aggression and -

the fight against natural calamities. On the other
hand, the superiority ©f cu-operatives must in the
{inal analysis be proved by the fact that they bring
the peasantry a happier life. If co-operativization
does not bring the peasants a happier life than in-
dividual production, then the co-operatives will not
remain strong and the ties binding the peasants to
their co-operatives will gradually be loosened, For
that reason, if we want to ensurc superiority over
individaal production, the only way is to go forward
to large-scale socialist production, fully ensure to
the masses the tight of being collective masters,
carrv out the technical revolution, combat way-
wanl working habits and illepal acts which are
contrary to the nature of socialist econcmy and the
line and policies of our Party and State.

AGRCULTUTAL DEVELCIMENT

foad  without affecting the development of other
strong points, They must make the best use
of the land to push ahead will: intensive farming
of f{nod crops over the existing acreage, and give
a banst to the caltivation of subsidiary food crops
siich #s maize, potatoes, manioc and other
starchy foolds. To bring handreds of thousands of
hectares of land under maize through a combination
of manual with meehanized Libour is an extremely
important objective, an wndertaking of great
economic valae. To achieve this objective, scientific
workers must ensure supplies of sufficient high-
quality seeds and the central and regional agrical-
tiral services mast allocate sufficient land amd
labour.

The supericrity of the new rice varicties should
be turned to account andd soil improvement work
shoald be actively corried ouwt io exiend the winley-
crop vicefields wherever possible. This is an impor-
tant orientation {or sgrieultere which will have
good effects in many spheres, cnabling more food
te be supplied to the people, developing the breed-
ing of eattle and pouitry, inereasing land productiv-
ity, improvine the soeil and ensuting a rational
use of labour by making it posszible for the pens-
ants to work the whole year round, Every co-uper-
ative and district should follow this orientation in
the allocation ~I land and the rdivision of labour.
Especiully, they must equip themselves with enough
implements, inctuding a number of necessary ma-
chines, such as 12 h.p. tractors.

Drinking i3 as tmportant as eating, especially in
a tropical climate. We should attach great impor-
tance to tea planting and rapidiy increase its acre-
age both for home consumption and for export.
Sugar-cane is also very precicus, giving not only
sngar, but also other products of even greater value.
We musi have grest Jdetermination and organize
ourselves sufiiciently to cultivete hundreds of thou-
sands of hectares of ndustrial crops. the agricul-
tarsl branches and the food industry irom the
cenival to local levels must pay great attention to
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alocating suificient land and labour for the cultiva-
tion and processing of sugar-cane, frnit (orange,
lemon,pincapple, banana), oleaginous plants {ground-
nut, camellia, tung, condleberry, efc) which will be
very useful for home consumption and for export.
In my opinion, the inost difficult question and at
the same {ime our weakest point lics not in the
shortage of labcur or land, but most of all in our
lack of adequate organization and of diligence,
dynamism and perseverance.

We must provide the people with not only food
but alsc clolthing. We Lave great difficulty in
growing cotton in our country and cannot cultivate
it on alarge scale. Thatis why we must pay great
attention to the planting ol mualberry, jute and
timber for the production of synthetic fibres, With
some tens of thousands ot hectares under jute and
@ processing industry turning out goods in great
demand, we are certain to praduce a large amount
for export and meet an important part ol the peo-
ple’'s needs in clothing.

To take our agriculture forward to large-scale
sucialist production means to create 4 new balance
between cultivation and animal husbandry, and tu
turn unimal husbandry trom a sideline occupation
into a main branch of production which inciades
the breeding of cattic {buifalocs, oxen, pigs, goats),
poultry (chicken, ducks, geese) and fish. In the
years to come, we muslt use every effort to trans-
form animal husbandry so as to increase the amount
of foodstuffs for the population and manure for
cultivation, contributing to promoting exports and
helping the new division of labour. First of all, we
must re-allocate land for the culitivation of different
crops and determine the number of crops to be
grown ina year so as o make a rational use of
land, strive to increase the number of crops in
order to create more sources of animal feed, ut the
same time we must build animal feed processing
installations in each district. We must decide on
the selection of breeds at an carly date, make a
good choice of breeds and enlarge the network of
veterinary doctors to prevent epidemics and stumnp
out their pockets. The State (and part of the collec-
tive sector) must see to the production and supply
of selected brecds of reproducers, and the industrial
production of animal feed. As for anima! husban-
dry, it may be carricd out by the State, the cuollec-
tive sector or by fumilies. Breeding by individual
tamilies, very important at present, should become
a component part of animal husbandry in gencral
and put under State organization and management.
Thus it will easure full use of the idle labour

INITIAL
AND

STEPS IN
{MPROVEMENT OF

HAT should we do now in owder to carry
w through these tasks ? Inthe spirit of the reso-
lutions taken at the 1gth, 20th and zznd
sessions of the Party’s Central Committee, the
Secretariat has just issued a directive outlining the
present task for our agriculture. It it to launch the
initial re.organization of production and tnbrovenent
of agricuituval sanagement in order to take our
agriculture, which has been collectivized but still
suffers to a serious cxtent from a puild character
fragmentation and manv negative aspecls, to
an agriculture in which methods of specialized and
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force and food waste in cuch family. The above
measures constitute the first step in the organiza-
tion of animal husbandry in the direction of large-
scale production, in a way saitable to the situation
of food, materials and manpower in our countryside
at present.

To expand our cconomic relations with foreign
countries, the socialist ones first of all, is an
ubjective requirement and, at the same time, a
great advantage te us in our advance from small
production to large-scale socialist production. It is
the same thing with agriculture. We should take
into account rot onty the possibilities and require-
ments of our country but also the needs for export
and import. In order to carry out rapid maderniz-
ation and achieve big economic results, the orien-
tation and planning of agricultural development
must inevitably be aimed also at meeting export
requirements. Each co-operative, each district and
the whole nation should think of what must be
done for evport and strive to use part of the land
and manpower to produce goods for export. To
speak of the asdvantages of tropical agriculture is
1o speak of its export possibilities, these advan-
tages should Dbe seen in the volume of exported
agricultural products. With its role as “the basis
for the development of industry ' in the initial
stage, it isimperative for our agriculture to become
an export agricnlture. Besides exports not only
contribute to accemulation for socialist industrializ-
ation, but also serve as an important ineasure for
the increase of labour productivity in agriculiure
and improvement of the peasants’ living conditions.
Therefore, to strive fo have hundyeds of thousands of
hectaves wnder industrial ovops, leguminouns plants,
fruit trees and a herd of cattle and  poultvy for
export, o enswuve that ecvery agriculiural worker
reserves o considerable wwmber of workdays for export
production — these are problems to which much
thought musi be given day and night by agricul-
tural and foreign trade services, [rom the central
to the base level. Efforts to attain these objectives
must Dbecome revotutionary acts of the peasant
masses under Lhe close guidance of State organs.

In brief, to cultivate four kinds of crops ({pro-
ducing flour, sugar, oil and {ibre) on a large scale, to
turn anintal husbandry into a main branch of pro-
duction, to raise labour productivity and redistri-
bute the labour force in favour of other trades and
to set up new cconomic areas, first of all in the
[ertile areas — these are the main responsibilities of
agriculture with regard to the people’s well-being
and socialist industrialization in  the present
stage.

THE RE-ORGANIZATION CF PRODUCTION
AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT

intensive cultivation are practised and which is
developing all-sidedly in the direction of large-scale
socialist prodnction, Without the re-organization of
production and improvement of agricultural manage-
ment, it will be impossible to consolidate the new
relations of production, to do away with the pres-
ent megative aspects in the movemeni of co-opera-
tivization and agricultural production, to push for-
ward with the technical revolution. to make a
rational and efficient use of the land and other
means of prodaction, to build a new countrvside and
a new peasant. The achievement of the advancey
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co-operatives are due to the fact that their production
and mainagementare relatively well organized. How
should this re-organization be carried out?

Wirst of all, it is necessary to realize that large-
ccale socialist production is a lyps of production
whose seope and  system of division of labour g0
beyond the limits of a region or locality, 1ts aim i3
to mnet the requirements of the whle country, We
shoald lo away with the antarkic charicter of pro-
daction. The whole country should become an im-
mense work-site. The whole nation is o single mart-
ket. Fach worker is a cell in the division of sozial
jabour, each ecenomic unitis a link in the chain of
production. Each tamily, cach person must work
{or 1he whole society, the whole nation. Inverscly,
the whole society the whole nation must see to the
weliare of each family and to the happiness of each
person. Everybady lexcept the disabled) must Ao
some work to contribuie {0 the common effort, at
the =ame time 1o one must find his material and
gpiritual life ancared for by society - One for all,
all for one. ' The building of a large-scale socialist
production must not pe only the work of the peas-
antry, but it must be the responsibility and the
effort of the wh le State, the peasantly, the working
class and the socialist intelligentsia, it must be the
outcome of the tripte revolution and of the move-
ments of agricultural co - operation and industri-
alization. Each co-operative, each district engagesin
production it puly in the interests of its members
and of the logal population but also in the interests
of the whole nation. Each co-operative, each district
works [or the ¢o-op mombers and the local popula-
tion but also for the whole nation and is responsible
lo the centval authorities as well as to the local
population, The plan ola co-operative, a district,
‘nust be an integral part of the ptan of the prov-
ince and of the whole national economy. A co-oper-
ative cannot base production merely on its own
requirements anid Abilities ; the direction of produc-
tion and such faciors as water control, seeds, pro-
cessing, must Iy based on the division of labour,
co-operation and delimitation of cropland for the
whole agricaltural branch in each province and
particularly in ench district. At present, our cg- per-
atives are socialist economic units but they still
have o strong guild chavacter. They work almost
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independently of each sther and have litile relation-
ship with one another and with the whole national
cconomy. The same thing is seen even in each pro-
duction brigade of the same co-operative. Though
collectivized, oar agricalture stilt suffers seriously
from fragmentation and small produaction. Therefore,
the re-organization of production and improvement
of agricultaral management is an important task
{or the agricaltural branch in general and of each
region and each co-operative in particular.

The re-organization of agricultural production
means that, having decided and stabilized the direc-
tion of production according to the delimitation of
planting regions and planning made centrally and
at provincial level, firstly the agricultural labour
force shouald be re-nrganized and redistributed with
4 view to achieving higher productivity and initiall
making collective laboura technical necessity,”’
secondly the present means of production, chiefly
Jand, should be re-arranged and the building of the
new material and technical basis in the direction of
centralized, intensive and specialized cultivation
continued and thirdly a national distribution of
equipment and materials and a raticnal system of
seientific and technical research should be arranged
so as to serve agricuiture in the most rapid and efi-
fective manner. So, the re-organization of production
and the improvement of agricultural management
are aimed botl at increasing the productive forces
and at consolidating the new relations of production.
It is precisely tor this reason that we have always
alfirmed that agricaltural co-operativization must be
carried out alongside water control, soil improve-
ment, re-organization of the labour forgce, a new
orientalion of production on the basis of planning,
delimitation of planting regions and the use of im-

roved farm equipment. During the whole process
of the development of agricultural production, con-
stant attention must be paid to the consolidation of
the new relations of production and to the gradual

perfection of the managerial and organizational sys-
tem,

In the re-organization of production and improve-
ment of managerial work, the first necessity is

(Continned on page £7)
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SVENTS

ACED with the struggle of the
urban masses of South Viet
Nam against his corruption,

tyranny and sabotage ot peace,
national concord and the Partis
Agreement, Thicu was {orced to
come forward on television on the
evening of QOctober 1, 1974 to
answer these attacks.

“ Point out any corrapt action
of mine from the tine [ was a
Second-Licutenant until neow asg
President,”’ said he, making a

great show of purity. e delib-
erately ignored +the six well-
proved offences detailed  in

“ Indictment No. . ' This ferveni
Cathelic branded the priests who
had made out the Indictment as
slanderers who had " concocted
charges out of nothing " or *“ mada
much from little. ™’

He insinuated that the present
nationwide movement against
him was  communist-inspired.
Everything was done by “cum-
munists. '* * Communists  are
launching a campaign of leaflets,”
“ Communists are bribing the
press,”” and so on and so forth,
He bluntly announced that he
““will not resign,”” and that he
“ will leave the presidency only

when real peace  has  beon
achieved,” — a safe promise for
one whose whole encrgies are

cencentrated on sabotaging any
mov: ment towards pence.

16

In Nixon’s Fooisteps

He Aul net forget Do onplors
B American bosses for were
weapons and dollars, while the
“gaerificos in flesh avd bleod are
what we “hieq and Co. | must
swore  to
continue the war until © the last
drop of blood, the last round of
ammunition and the last grain of
rice. ”’

suffer.’” Then he

e also pat {oi.ard o solution
tr the problem of South Viet
Nam : “ general elections *7 at the

point «f This gun and in ihe
tramework of hix t Repuabtic,”

“ pational concord " following the
rules of his *“open arms ™’ policy,
that is a pure amd sTinple surrendey
of his adversaries.

Thiew's teievised speoch has of
goitrse  excited  strong  protests
from among th:South Victnamese
urban  popalation. The People’s
Movement  Agaiust  Cerraption
publicy declused,  Thieu is taking
refuge in the sune oll {ormaulas.
These labels he's trying to slick
en us are tamitiar ones. Toal is
jast why the movement is doing
its best to get rid of corruption,
sove the eountry and bring abont
favourable conditions for peace,’
The Comymittes {or ihe Freedom
of the  Press Pabiwtion
mouie twe comm. s

- Thieu  Hos isutied e
slandored journalisrs, writers wa!

popualar weovemeniz by dshelling
them a8 cemindnist - inspived.
This is to give him an excuse {or
srashing  {hem.

w Thien, [ar {rom correcting
his mistakes, has made use of
demagopy to quicten the opposi-
tion and consciidate his position,

L Tesponse to Thieu's
challenge: **1f the entire army
and the entire nation no longer
lias confidence in me, speak it out
far me to koow, ' che South Viet-
qamese  answer, in o successite
demonstraiiens stagud in Saigou,
Hue, Da Nang, Quy Nhon, Nha
Trang, Bien Hoa, Can Tho, My
Iho and other places, is: * Thicu
must  resign!” 1 have  no
confidence in President Nguyen
Van Thicu,” read the placards
raised by Sergeant Dao Vu Dat
~f the Saigon Special Area and
Aireraitman Ho Vuong Tuan in

front of tihe Saigon National
Assembly building.
On October 2 the Saigon

paper Dien Tin {Telegraph) quoted
a depuaty as saying that Thien’s
speech was similar to that of

Nixonr when he replied to the
American  people  abont  the

Watergate scandal. Maybe it is an
~ppropriate comparisnn. Thieu is
saght  in his own Watergat
tnd ove ail know what happened

At

Demensiraiion of Sai-
zen forrnalists on
Oetober 10, 1074 for
fivedoni of  the press
cerd the ablilion of
Pecees ooy
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for the co-operatives to take in hand tho means of
production, chieily land and recuperate misappro-
priated or misused land. On this basis, progduction
should be re-organized following the line of concen-
tration by discarding the organization of production
and profit distribation according to each production
brigade and by unifying the utilization and manage-
ment of land on the scale of the whole co-opera-
tive. Tt is necessary to redistribate land to the pro-
duction brigades in @ way appropriate to the re-
quirements of cultivation and domicile and to farm
the land on a large scale so as to avoid scattering
and fragmentation. The close relations between
land, water and crops must be determined by 2
strict farming system and technical plan. Intensive
farming and crop muitiplication must be promoterd
and the caltivated area expanded. The co-operatives
raust switch from  scatiered and antarkic produc-
tion to planned production unrler unified direction
at disirict level. Tor the time being the average
size of co-operatives can be stabilized at around two
hundred hectares of cultivated land, but the crops
must be multiplied, so that the acreage undler crops
will be equal to some five hundred hectares.

Parallel with the re-arrangement of the means of
production, it is necessary to re-organize anl rodis-
tribute the labour force in the direction of special-
jzation- According to the concrete conditions, we
must organize basic brigades and form a number of
brigades or teams specializing in sceds, irrigetion,
manuring. There should be a division of Tabour and
close co-operation between these brigades which
should be bound by collective coniracts under the
guidance of the co-operative managing committec.
By setting the lubour norms, classilying the tasks
and fixing the work-point scale, we shall readjust
the controctual payment of jobs in the co-operative
with regard to each type of plant and animal, each
type of work and branch of activities, and highlight
the responsibility of each production group and each
ca-op member toward the fruits of labour and pro-
duction work.

tland in hand with the establishment of prechie-
tion brigades, the co-operative managing committes
must do its best to build the new prasant. Through
the struggie between the two paths, — socialism
and capitalism — the work of transiormation, the
organization and management of the co-operative
and ideological remoulding, and the movements of
labour and production, we shall gradually train
new peasants and advanced cc-op members fully
capable of becoming masters of the large-scale
socialist agricultare.

1n the re-organization of production and improve-
ment of agricultural management, a very new,
most important problem [or us is the orgawization
of production and agriculluyal inanagement on «a
district scate. As realitias have shown, the re-
orpanization of production within a co-operative is
noi enough te do awav with the scuttered and
guild character of smatl produoction and the condi-
tions it creates are not suflicient for the co-cpera-
tive to develop production with rapidity. bigh
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To Build a Large-Scale. ..

lsbour productivity and great economic resnlts. 11
all the faclors of production and consumptien
needs are “hermetically confined’”  within  the
lirits of a co-operative, this will simply be au au-
tarkic economy under another form. It is quite
erroneons to take a co-operative or i n enterprise as
unit when speaking of large-scale socialist produc-
tion. This must be carried out not just in each
economic cell znd each cconomic unit take scpar-
ately but in a whole branch, in the whole of
social producticn. That is why the reorganization
of production in a co-vprrative along the line of
iarge-scale production apd the {ransformation of
the co-operative into a truly soclalist ec nomic
anit swust wecessarily go hamd in hand with  the
organization of preduciion and prauagenicnt on  the
district scale. We are i1l aware that agricultural
co-operativization is a process of the socialization of
iabour and the deveclopment of gradually enlarged
relations of division and co-operation of the labour
force ; it is the process of orgauizing agriculture
on a large scale and on the basis of intensive and
specialized cultivation, of the formation of special-
ized production units co-ordinated within a definite
structure making sach co-operative organically con-
nected, through the process of production itself,
with other co-operatives and with the State econom-
ic sector. The problem to be solved is, from what
stand-point can we re-organize production and
proceed with @ new division of labour along this
line > It is obviously impossible within the frame-
work of a co-operalive covering some hundreds of
bectares of land and employing a few hundreds of
people as is common at present. This can be realiz-
ed only with a co operative of a larger size. I think
that in the present conditions of mechanization it is
possible for a locality handling about ten thousant
hectares of agricultural land and employing ahout
forty thousand people, that is the scale of one
district, to carry out such a division of labour
and organization of sroduction in a better and
more rational way.

Tocarry out agricultural production on_ a large
scale, a balance in the relations of production is
necessary, that is a balance in the division of
labour, a balance between cultivation and animal
husbandry, between the various aspects of cultiva-
tion and the various aspects of animal husbandry.
1t is not possible to establish such a balance within
aco-operative. On the contrary, we must first start
from the economic and technical plan for a whole
district, from the delimitaticn of its ecOnNOMic Sec-
{ors, from its own planning and the establishment
of balanced relations on a district level which are
included in the framework of the province plan and
delimitation of economic scetors. Irom this we may
determine the direction of production for each
co-operative, and establish balanced relations within
rach co-operative on fhe basis of ihe division of
lehour and collaburation din  production  Defween
variols co-cperatives and between Hhew and the State.
Only on a district seale is it pessible to distribute
the iand rationally between c¢ultivation and animal
husbandry and make animal busbandry a main
branch of production, to rationally apply the
technique necessary for caltivation and animal
husbandry ; to organize a rational division of
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labour between agricultural work, other economic
activities and national defence at grassroots level.

1t is the same with the establishment of the
material and technical baze. lhere are problems
whichean be solved within a c.-operative, but there
are many others which must be settled by a dis-
trict and even by a larger region. The planning,
construction, management and utilization of the
irrigation system cannot be confined within the
framework of a co-operative. Instullations for pro-
cessing agricultural products and  animal feed,
mechanical  repair  workshops, woikshops for
producing building materials {lime, bricks, tiles),
indispensable stations, etc., cannot remain scattered
in different co-operatives; they will be more profit-
able if built on a targer scale, that of a district.

The district bas the task not only of organizing
production and the division of labour, bur also of
caring for the lifc of the population, of building a
new countryside. 'With the assistance and unified
management of the central government and the
province, with the nse of natural resources and
labour according to the most cconomical methods
and the best technical method, the district is able
to satisfy a large part of the needs of its cwn popu-
lation while making an ever greater contribution to
the requirements of the whole country. It is able
not only to care for the material life of its inhabi-
tants but also to provide cultural activities, educa-
tion and health, to Luild a socialist countryside
and to closely combine, on a rational basis, eco-
nomic with cultural activities and witl: national
defence. With the re-organization of production and
the labour ferce on the district scale, each district
will become o system for the basic division of
labour in a large-scale agriculture embracing many
co-operatives with a number of indispensuble stu-
tions and small ndustrial plants in the service of
agriculture. All these units, which are independent
sel{-supporting enterprises, uare however linked
together by a strict division of labour, and a close
co-ordination in production. This means that the
district will no longer be a purely agricultural
organization. ¢ will become w base for coriying out
the triple vevolution in the comntrvside and a contre
for the combination of agricultare :with idistry,
production with distvibution, State with collective
ownership and Siatc fnvesturenls with the peeple’s van
efforts.

In the presemt structure of the national economys
when agriculture is the basis for the development of
industry, as far as agriculture is concerned the
balance between it and the other branches on the
nationual scale and the balance within each district
are very important. The central administration
purchases agricultural producis from the district,
while the district is the marker for the consumption
of industrial goods produced at the central and
province levels. The central and provincial admin-
istrations, according to the needs of each district,
supply agriculture with materials and machines
which will be distributed to the various produaction
units within the district according to a  fixed
plan.

Under central leadership, the provincial level,
whose economic structure comprises both industiry
and agriculture, directly steers the district level 1o
ensure the centralized and unified direction of the
central level, and to exploit, in the best possible
way, the sonrces of natural wealth and manpower
of the locality. Local industry ren at the provincial
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level must, together with central industry, provide
new technical equipment for agriculture in a unified
and planned way. The combination of the three
levels, central, provincial and district, into a unified
socio-economic system, in which the Jistrict divectly
organizes and mianages agriculiure ai the grassvools,
is a rational form of organization ensuring the
steady advance of agriculture to large-scale socialist
production.

Though each has a *life " of its own, agriculture
and the other economic branches combine with
each other to form a urified structlure, they infla-
ence one another in many fields, production and
consumption, organization of management and
execution of policies, and are closely related to
other social activilies. Therefore we musl not think
that the re-organization of production and improve-
ment of agricultural management arc the tasks of
agriculture alone and are only concerned with its
own internal problems. We must realize that these
are cominon tasks for the whole State, for all
branches and levels, {rom agricultore to industry,
froin planning organs to trade, finance and banking,
{rom economic branches to culiural activities, f1om
the health service to the administration. In order
to cope with the new organization of production
and the new managerial system in agriculture, all
branches, according to their tasks and functions
with regard to agricalture, must re-examine their
regulations and policies and even those among their
organizations which are linked to agriculture. They
must boldly discard what is outdated and rapidly
introduce new measures as required by the actusal
situation. Failurc to meet these reqnirements will
tmpede the agriczitural movement and delav the
general process of development,
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Thang Long — Hanoi

On the occastion of Hhe 20th anpjversary «f Ho lihcration of
Hanoi (Oclober 10, 1954 — October 10, 10744, e present to onr
readers. v Fhis issie and the next, o bricf history of Hanoi aid
seane aspects of Hife in the city,

Establishment

CCORDING to legend, IKing
Ly Tha To, the founder of
the Ly dynasty (1009-1225)
saw a dragon soaring skywird”
wlille he wax crossing the wrea
which 15 Hunoi today. Trom
this comes the name Thang T.ong
(The Scaring Dragon) given 1o the
capital of Viet Nam in ro1o, the
date it was chosen as the sile of
the new capital, replacing Hoa
Lu in Ninh Binh province, g3km
s -uth of Hanei.

“Thisis a large and level stretch
of land, high and suony, where
the people do not have to live
in dark and damp places, where
everyihing and everybody breath-
es  prosperity and joy. Compared
with the  vest of Viet land,
this is a beautiful place, an im-
portant centre where people from
all corners of the country can
gather togcther. Tt is an excellent
citv, and deserves being chosen
as the eternal site of our country’s
capital.” rEdict on  Transferving
the Capifal issued by King Ly
That To, 1u10.)

Although Hoa Lu was situated
in a good defensive position, deep
in the limestone inountains of
Ninh 3inh, its distance from
highways. big rivers and populous
areas made it unsuitable as a cap-
ital at a time when Vietnamese
society was entering a new stage.
The termination of over ten cen-
turics of domination by Chinese
feudal dynasties and by Vietnam-
eze feudal lords -who had carved
out fiefs for themselves under the
previous dynasties made it neces-
sary for the newty founded Ly
dynasty to build up ifs own pres-
tige and power as a means of
strengthening  independence  and
sovereignty. A ncew  capital city,
which wounld meet the require-
ments of the new situation, was
therefore needed.

Sprawling along the great Red
River and close to another impor-
iant waterway, the Day River,
(o dozen kilometres southwest of

of the Capital

Hanoi), Thang Long, in the cen-
tre of the North Viet Nam delta,
was well-placed for the develop-
ment of the economy and commu-
nications. In defence and adminis-
tration too, its positicn was super-
ior to that of HoaT.u. Lying about
haliway between the northern
and southern borders of Viet Nam
(1), Thang Long would be better
able to cope with the frequent
foreign invasions of the period.
Moreover, as it was not so far
from the vast mountain regions
of the North Vietnamese hinter-
land, the cential administration
would be nble to impose a more
effective rule over the ethnic mi-
noritivs of these areas and their
uprisings, which  often caused
difficulties to the monarchy, could
be more castly suppressed. Tinal-
ly a citadel had existed at Thang
Long for {ive or six centuries and
the place was already a bustling
trading centre with o sizable
population.

Thang Long remained the cupi-
tal of Viet Nam for eight centu-
ries from 1010 until 1802 when
the last Vietnamese dynasty, the
Nguyens, seized power and trans-
ferved the capital to Hue (in
Thuan Hoa, now Thua Thien
province). 1t was only in 1831
that a MNguyen dynasty king,
Minh Mang, changed its nume to
Hanod -- the city  lying between
two rivers (Fla: river, woi: in,
between). Undér the Ho dynusty
(1400 — 1407) Thang Long was
known as Dong IKinh (Eastern
Capital) to distinguish it from
Tay Kinh {Western Capital) which
had been  established st Thanh
Hoa (33 km sovuth of Hanoi),
and during the 20 yvears of domi-
nation by the JMing emperors
(1407-1427) Dong Kinh awas also
called Thanh Dong Quan (the
Eastern Gate Citadel). Dong Kinh

(1) Vier Naw's borders wunder
the Iv and Tryan dywnastics stiil
reriained above the contral provinces
of present-day Central Viet Nam.
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Dyagon in the Kink Thiow ivinple

later became corrupted into Tun-
quin by FEuropean traders and
the name Tonkin was used hy the
T'rench rulers to desigacte the

whole area now known as Bac Bo
{stretching from the Viet Nam-
China border southwards to Thanh
Hoa provinoe).

Royal Citode! and Royal Capital

N the antumn of ror1o following
the promulgation of the king’s
“Edict on Tranferring the

Cuapital,”” the poople in Thang
Long set about building the royal
capital, We are told that great
enthusiasm was shown in  this
task: in their book * Tang
Thucng Ngan Luc” Pham Dinh
Ho and Nguven An noted that
even  students of the Nationn
College in  Thang L.ong, which
was allended by sons of high-rank-
ing riandarios, joined in “ dig-
ging and carrving carth to build
the city. "

The newly constracted  Thang
Long was mare up of two sectors:
vhie royal citadel and the royal
capital, a division which was in
the main preserved by the [ollow-
ing dynastios.

The toyal citadel, lyving in
the heart of the royal capi-
tal and swrrounded by walls
and ramparts, was the sector
inhabited by the king and the
royal family, and also the site
of toval audiences. The roval
capital, which girdled the royal
citadel, was reserved for the com-
mon people, the mandarins, and
the seldiers. Inside the royal cita-
del was another sector: The For-
Mdden City. This wus  enclosed
by strongly fortified walls, with
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deep moals, and was  alwavs
closely guarded by soldiers. It
was the privite abode of the
king and the royal family.

As early as the Ly dynasty,
the royal citadel contained a
series of palaces. Built by the
finest workers obtainable wwith
their symmetrical and harmonions
arrangement, they were amonyg
the most beautiful avehilectural
works of the times.

The main palace was built in
the very centre of ihe rectangu-
lar space enclosed by the royal
citadel. The name of this main
palace varied [rom one dynasty
to another: Kien Nguyen (Power-
ful Era), or Thien An {Feavenly
Peace), or IKinh Thicn (Respocted
Heaven}. It was here that the
king gave nudiences and discuss-
ed state alfairs with his man-
darins — military  and  civilian.
It was alsv here that banquets
were given now and then on im-
portant occasions, that swearing-
in  ceremonies were held for
newly appointed mandarins, and
shattle-cock games or cock-fight-
ing were organized to entertain
the king,

The main palace was surround-
ed on all sides by other palaces,
arrapged symmetrically and con-
nected with one another.

Apart from the palaces, the
royal citadel contained many
temples, shrines, pagodas, towers,
pavilions, kiosks, pleasure lakes,
royal gardens, and mintature
monntains, »ail of which were
reserved for the king nJone. The
bouk “Dat Viet Su Luoe’ (A
Short History of Viet Nam), orig-
inally written in Chincse c¢har-
aclers, the most ancient bock
of  Viet Nam, records: “The
Chung Tien pavilion was built in
1161. Its upper ronis were cover-
ed with golden tiles, and its lower
roots, with silver ones.”” In his
bock “Wen Hsien Shung Kao™
{eport on a Civilization}, Mo
Tuan-lin, o 12th-century Chincse
histerian, noted that the Ly kings
‘live in a four storeved palace,
surrounded by other buildings
such as the Thuy Tinh {¥Vater
(renie) Palace, the Thien Nguyen
(Heavenly Era) Palace, etc. All
these palaces are painted red and
their pillars are covered with
paintings or engravings of dragons,
phoenixes, fairies...”’

The royal citadel was further
enlarged in the following centu-
rics. A map of the time of Hong
Due, drawn in 1490 and still pre-
served, shows that under the Le
dynasty, the roval citadel svas
twice as lIarge as under the Ly
and Tran <dyunastics, Later still
more palaces vere built. In 1512
alone, Kirg Le Tuong Dac order-
ed the building of rao palaces at
a single time, each \ith tall
towers.

A Wesiern missionary named
Alarini who came to Thang Long
to preach Koman Cutholicism in
the t7th century described the
royal citadel which he huad seen
at that time in his book, A New,
and Curious History of the King
doms of Tonkin a:l Taos.” He
affirmed that any {oreign visitor
who came from the royal capital
inio the roynl citadel, must be
surprised on secing not just o fow
palaces, but a whole cidy, large
and very beautiful, Marini saw
many soldiers on guard and many
mandarins of various ranks, He
saw nunrerous elephants, horsos,
and weapons and a large quan-
tity of weird ammunition. All
that, he wrote, was “beyond the
visitors’ imagination.” As for the
royal palace, Marini noted, it
was made of wond, and was beaun-
tifully adorned with a number of
gold objects, embroideries, and
mats and rugs of all colours.

Since 1900, particularly since
the liberation of North Viet Nam
in 1954, excavations have un-
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earthed many types of bricks and
tiles, earthernware, porcelain
and gold articles and objeets of
carved ironwood, over a sizable
arca bordering on  the West
Take (1) in the northwest of
Hanoi. [u addition, noumerous ce-
ramic objects covered with jade
enamel, which first appeared un-
derihe Ly dynasty (11th century),
huve been found.

The royal citadel was fenced
in by the Dai La wall, erected,
for the purposes of delence and
protection against floods, in 1oI4
and constantlty reinforced in the
following centuries.

As the royal capital was ten
times larger and much more po-
pulous than the royal citadel, the
number of its architeciural works
was in  no way negligible.
Although majestic palaces were
not to be found here as in the
imperial citadel, in their place
were o host of large mansions
reserved for princes and prin-
cesses, mandarins and big traders
and  lundowners. The official
annals ieonded to ignore such
structures, only mentioning those
which belonged to the king.

Amony spots of scenic beauty
inside the royal capital, the
finest was the lake now
known as the Ho Tay (West
T.ake), at that time called the
Dam Dam T.ake because it was
“coveredd with mist” several
months in the year. This lake
was 538 hectares in area and on
its shores, built by every dynasty,
were rest and recreation places.
The kings of the Ly uand Tran
dynasties built numerous palac-
es called Aanh ocung (rest pa-
vilizng) on the shores of the lake,

NY 30 — November 1974

and often crganized entertain-
ments on its water. There werc
also kiosks on the islets and the
shores where the king often came
and watched people catch fish. In
the 17th century, the feudal

Jlords of the Trinh dynasty or-

dered the construction of many
big palaces around the West Lake.

We {ind a description of the
West Lake as it was at the end
of the 18th century in the bock
“Thuong Kink Ky Su’’ {Reminis-
cences of a Trip to the Capital)
written by Le Huu Trac:

“My boat had passed the rocky
mountain the middle of the lake.
Looking ahead, I saw the blue
sky, and the green water with
its rippling waves. Flock after
flock of white storks flew in cir-
cles, pair after pair of wild geese
fluttered about on the other side
of the lake, while along the dike,
‘Ly Cung’ trees with their thick
foliape swayed in the brecze,
now appearing, now gone. On
the sand dune in the middle of
the lake, a string of palaces stood
out. Grass and flowers vied with
each other in colours, while fish-
ermen’s songs rose high under
the afternoon sky. The bells
from pagodas tolled, pressing
the sun to set. Sitting in the
boat, I felt boundless bliss. I
kept looking at the majestic pal-
aces and towers amidst verdant
trees. As my boat pulled nearer,
1 caught sight of Tran Cluoc Pa-
goda.” (2)

Two other noteworthy struc-
tures in royal capital are the
Van Mieu (Temple of Literature)
which was linked to the Quoc Tu
Giam (National College).

The Van Mien was bailt inro7o

and dedicated to the cult of Con-
fucius and other ancient Chinese
scholars such as Yen Tse, Teng
Tse, Meng Tse... The Crown
Prince came twice a month {o
listen to literary commentaries.
In 1076, the Quoc Tu Giam was
built, as a study-hall for descen-
dants of high mandarins. In the
following centuries, with the de-
velopment of education, the (juoc
Tu Giam became a centre ol
higher learning for the whole
country. Many more study-halls
were built on the rear side ol the
Van Mieu, thus further extending
its area until it was about 350
metres long and 735 metres wide
with a brick wall surrounding it.

Within was « school com-
pound whose hundred rooms had
enough space for 300 bourders.
The students who attended the
College were selecled by exami-
nations held in the provinces and
{urther tested through four otler
competitions. In the Quoc Tu
Giam, examinations were hcld
every few years, and the best
students were honoured with a
doctor’s degree. The Van 3icu
still has two rows of halls tlauked
by 82z marble stelae, rach une
bearing the names and dates of
birth of the doctors who had
graduated.

(1) The excquations and the
distribution of the objects found
suggest that the voyal ciladsl wn-
der the Ly dynasty was rectangu-
fav in shape, thyvee kilometves long
and two kilomelves wide.

{z) Le Huw Trac : Thuong
Kinh Ky Su, Culture Pablishiny
Honse, Hanoi 1959, p.28.

Un the Hed River
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Life in Thang Long

ROM its origins asa collection
F of scattered farming villages,

Thang Long was at [irst divid-
ed into phuong (trading quarters or
guilds made up of afl the workers
engaged in the same trade). Such
Phutong numbered 6; under the
Ly and Tran dynasties {t1-14th
centuries) and 36 under the Le
dynasty (15th century).

It was in these Phirong thut the
vivid panorama of life in the
ancient capitai city of Thang
Long unfolded itself

Itshould be noted that mn the
old cities and towns of the East,
the phuong (quarters) and Pho
{streets) were quife distinctive, A
street was Dboth a part and a
product of the quarter. In many
Cases, quarters appeared long
beforce strects, in others, streets
and quarters appeared at the
same time. But no street over
appearcd before the quarter {o
which it belonged. In 1he cities
and towns of Viet Nam, as well
as in many other Fastern coun-
tries, the people’s dwelling-quar-
ters were usually arranged paral-
lelly in square or rectangular
sectors separated from one anath.
er by a chess - board af broad,
straight sireets. Like the hamlets,
the phuong were usually sarroand-
ed by walls and ramparts, with u
gate at each end wwhich Wils
locked at night or in case of
emergency. Inside, small alleys
led to the houses. With {he devel-
opinent of amercantile econemy,
people from the quarters set up
shops to sell woods along the
pavements so as (o facilitate
trade activities. Thas, the strects
gradually appenred.

a2

In his Lock “Du Diy Chi”
{Geography) written in 1430,
Nguyen Trai recorded the names
of many Thang Long quarters,

Each quarter was associated with
a trade or profession and produc-
ed or dealt in a different kind of
article.

Trading activitics in the royal
capital of Thang Long from the
I0th century onward made it an
important and crowded market,
as  described in contemporary
writings, Trade was thriving
along the To Lich River {1) with
the merchants coming in junks
from the Dav and Red Rivers to
buy or sell goods. Thung Long
became  the biggest “‘marke(
lace” in Viet Nam, called by the
toteign traders K¢ Cho (Market).

Abbot  Richard, a Wostern
missionary who came to Thang
Long in the r$th century, wrote
about the lerry-landings of Ice
Cho as follows :

“The number ¢f boats is 5o pro-
digious that it is difficult to
approach the shores of the river:
our rivers and most of gur com-
mercial ports, even Venice, with
all its gondolas and boats, can
give no idea of the bustle and

population of the river ¢ Ke
Cho...” {2)
With  regard 1o the market
. o
sessions, he wrote, they  were

crowided “ to such o degree  that
it is making great progress to
advance a huwilre:] paces in halt
an hour although the sireets e
very broad. *7 (3)

Mavind,  each
whcient Thang Lonyg

According  to
quarier in

The Khue gy Pavii-
ton i the Temple of
Literature

Was as large as medium-sizec
town _in his country ‘L'Italy'.‘ it
that time. Al (je quarters were
crowded with handicraft workers
and merchants, 1n front of the
quarter’s gate, signs were put up
clearly mirking the brices, gua-
lity and available quantities of
the goods. ..

The streets of Thang Long at
that time were indeed thase of a
fully-fledged City. As described
by Abbot Richard, «* The streets
of Ke Cho are large and beanti.
ful, paved with bricks, except
where elephants, horses, king’s
carriages ancd cottle pass, "’

The people’s dwelling-quarters,
as early as the Trinh epoch (17th
century), consisted of {a)] storeyed
houses — brecaution  against
floods,

The offices of the niandaring
were in  the toyal capital but
activities at court centred  round
the royal citadel where the king
seve audiences and received the
reports of hig Inandarigs,

The king lived AINONg i1 crowd-

ed royal family. In some pericds
there were half a dozen or even

a dozen queens at a time. While
concubines, and women of {he
harem sometimes ran into the

hundreds, and EVEN as much us 4
thousand. Al the members of the

(1) To Lich was the rives that
Lross - ancient Thapg Lomg.  [Its
b {5 w0 narvower and some j
ds sections  fave Deey filled wup,

{2), (3) Abbot Richard, 4 Cipiy
and Potitical Naturaj History of
lonkin, ' Payis, 1778, pp. 33
and 28,

—_—
VIET NaAM COURIER




royal household lived leisarely,
parasitically and in great luxury
shut up all the time within the
doors and  walls of their palaces,
completely cut off from life in
the city outside. To serve them
there were a contigent of ennuchs.

The recruitment of mandarins
was made first by mnomination
and afterwards through various
examinations. Under the Ly and
Tran dynasties, the sons of com-
mon people, particularly those
of actors and street singers, were
not allowed to sit for examina-
tions, however high their stan-
dards., This unjust law  was
abolished under the Le dynasty
in the late r5th century. Also
from the 15th century, Inan-
darins' titles and honorary titles
began tn be bought and sold. A
man who wanted an honorary
title just had to give the State a
certain amount of paddy, what-
ever his social standing and with-
out having any obligation to serve
as a mandarn. There were nine
honorary titles, ranging upward
in hierarchy from the ninth to
the first grade. fn 1400, as record-
ed in the annals, a man had to
give 6o Jhoc of paddy to the
State in exchange for the gath
grade, 200 hoe for the 7th grade,
and so on... As for nomination,
in 1736, the price was 1,800 gudu
(copper coins) for a post of 7ré
huyen (govermor of a small ot
medium-sized district), and 2,800
guan for a post of tri phu (gov-
ernor of a bigger district).

The Ngoc Som Temple on the Hoawn HKiem
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In ancient Thang Long, a man's
social standing could easily be
distinguished by the coloar of
his dress whase style was carefully
regulated by the feudal regime-
For instance, in 1396 only three
basic colours were accepted:
red, blue and white. High-rank-
ing mandarins dressed in purple,
crimson or vermilion, thiose of
lower ranks in the various shades
of bluc, and common people in
white.

Tattooing was @  cOmmmon
practice nnder the varivus dynas-
ties. Under the Tran {13th and
14th centuries), the king and the
feadal lords, military men and
civilians, all painted dragons on
their bellies, backs and thighs.
Tater, soldiers stationed in the
Forbidden City and servants had
their forcheads tattooed with
letters {Chinese ideographs), pic-
tures or other special marks. For
instance, the king's servants were
tattooel with the three words
foa thuong no and those serving
mandaring with the words guan
{rung 0.

New Year's festivals and other
yearly festivities were an import-
int feature of life in Thang Long.

Biggest were the Tef Nguyen
Dawn {LLunar New Year’s Festival)
and the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Lake

In his book ¢ Description of the
Kingdom of Tonqueen, ** Samuel
Baron, an English trader, wrote
about the Tet Nguyen Dan (o7
simply Tef) as follows:

« Their festivals last thirty
days, which are passed in rejoic-
ings, visits and continual feasts.
They make reciprocal presents:
and this time is very lucrative
to the mandarins, school-masters,
bonzes, and those who receive
presents from all parts.”’

Under the Ly dynasty, the
Aid- Autumn Festival lasted up
to seven days and nights. At
that time it was also called Hoi
Quang Chien, meaning that the

lamp lights at Mid-Autumn,
spread far and wide. In the
centre of the town, a seven-

tiered tower called 1luminaling
Tower’' was erected. It was
covered with models of dragons
and phoenixes carrying blazing
lamps. On display here was &
pendulum moved by 2 system of
cog-wheels like those of a clock,
with a little bhonze striking a
pell with a wooden rod and
bowing his head in salute upon a
sigmal {1).

On the Red River, boat races
were often organized with up to
a thousand boats taking part in
sach race. The king ordered
copious feasts along the riverside
to entertain the mandarins, and
sometimes foreign ambassadors
attended the races.

The fuong (classical opera), cheo
{popular opera) and dances were
common from the r4th through
the 17th centuries. The book
by Samuel Baron cited above
contains drawings of many scenes
of dances, singing, musical con-
certs, variety shows and cther art
performances, made by a Viet-
namese at the author's request.

But wasteful eniertainments
contrasted with such healthy
cultural activities. ' Three or four
times a month, the King came to
to Thuy Lieu Palace <0 the shore

() s sevorded on 4 stele at the
sSung Dien Dirn Iink Pagoda
Baill at the start of the 12t con-
fupy in ohat iy wow Naw g
province, South of Hanot.
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Dam TLake
with soldiers and

ol the Dam which
was lined up
mandaring wearing turbans and
women's robes, and large quan-
tities of variety of gooils were
displayed aroand the luke. When
the royal boat touched some piace,
the mandarins went ashore to
buy the goods they wanted.
Me wviwhile, on the bell tower
of the Tran Quoc Pagoda, or
here and there in the shade of
trees, or on some laleside rocks
were orchestras playine”” (1)

Haaoi’s People

Whethey you think i'ur slender
o not,

'mpoan apricod Sicsion:
Whether  soax Hinl 'w well-
Lelkaved or not,
o og man i the royal capital.

Thang Long people in the past,
Hanoi people at present. Tor a
thounsand years, Hanol has Leen
the country’s capital city and its
peuple have developed a life style
of their own. * Hanoi people”’
are well-mannered both in «ealing
with one another and within their
families,

There may  be many expla-
nations of the origin of that life
style, but one thing is certain —
the talents and beauty so charac-
reristic of the people of Thang
T,L)ng.

The phuony of Thang Long
boasted of the floral silk (abrics
of Yen ‘Thai, ceramics of Bat
Trang, gold jewels of Dinh Cong,
bronze castings of Ngu Xa, o
cite only a few. In addition there
were  all kinds  of food : com
fyoang glutinous rice) of Vong.
aung {a kind of parple-coloured
mint) of Lung, giv {pounded pork
paté) of Chem, nem (fermented
pounded pork) of Ve, banh ruon
(light rolled rice pancakes) of
Thanh Tri, bank di orv banh day
{pounded glutinous rice cakes) of
Onan (zanh, wines of Ke Ao, ete.

These guods and special prod-
ucts made by Hanoi people were
not only renowned throughout
the country, and {requently put
before the king, but were ulso
exported to foreign countries.

A al of Phung Thiewn,
I sell vegetables i buy pens and
inkslabs for sy fushand.

Thang I.ang people loved study —
as these lines show -- DLut they
were also very witty and mischie-
vous, as retfiected in the Viet-
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In 1802z, the Nguyen dynasty
moved their capital to Hue, and
in 1831 Thang Long was renamecd
Hanoil. The royal citadel was
destroyed little by little, By the
time the Trench colonialists had
completely  occupied Hanoi, the
royal! citadel had been almost
razed wo the ground except for
some portions of its walls. How-

ever, the 36 quarters and
streets 7’ remained and had be-
come even more crowded and

thriving.

and Traditions

namese popular saying @ © First
comes the devil, next the ghost,
and third the schoolpupil.” In
mischievousness  and  especially
teasing and juering at tlie feudal
rulers, Thang Long poople were
unequalled. Trang {Doctor) Quynh
(15 century) and later Ba Giai
and Tu XKuat {zoth century) were
**sharp pointed thorns’™ who
often stung the feadal and colo-
niglist rTulers.

Trang Quynb teased and played
tricks ¢n the Trinh iord so often
that he feit humiliated to the
point of forcing the scholar to
attend a poisoned feast. Back
home, knowing that he was going
to die, he asled his -servants to
prepare another banqoet, complete
with music and songs, The Trinh
lord, thinking the peison had not
worked, tasted the same dish and
fell dend after his celebrated guest ;

The doclor died, Pui the lord, fvo,
passed !
(Folk versc)

The wvictorious revolution of
August 1g45, instead of repudiat-
ing the old values, sieved them,
and retained the cream of ihe
nation’'s culiure and wisdem.

The 36 old quarlersdating back
to the Le dynasty (rs5th century)

are slill preserved as street
names.
Ancient structures have Deen

preserved, repaired or renovated.
The Ho IHoan Iliem remains the
heart of Hanei, with its Tortoise
Tower, and its Jade Mountain
Temple built in the 18th century.
As we approach the temple, we
can see before us a high tower,
shaped like a paint brush pointed
skyward, und flanked by a basin
like a Chinese inkslab These are

the Thap But (i’n Tower) and
Dai Nghien {Inkslab) which
symbolize respeet for study.

Another relic of Thang Long s
the One-Pillar Pagoda, which was
dynamited in 1954 by agents of
the withdrawing Lrench colonial-
ists. This unique structure, buiit
under the Ly dynasty (rrth
century), is a pagoda resting on 4
single, big pillar, the whole sym-
bolizing o lotus flower. The
damaged pagoda was repaired by
the Government o1 the Democratic
Republic oi Viet Nam shortly
after it tuok over the capital in
1954-

On the eve of every Tet (Lunw
New Year's Festival}, many Ha-
noi people, stili following aun old
custom, stroll arvund the Houu
Hiem Lake to pick yvoung buds
which are said to bring them
luck all the year round, or stream
into Hang lLuoc (Comb) Street to
buy peach blossoms which adorn
their homes for wecks in early
spring. Meanwhile, ut the Van
Micu (Temple of Literature) read-
ings of prose and poetry recited
in the fashion of ancient times
written to greet the Tet are still
given.

At the DMid-Autumn Festival,
Hanoi streets are alive with dram
beats accompanying  ‘“dragon
dances, ”’ and ilfeminated with the
traditional *¢* Hoi Quang Chieun’’
(Far Shining Light estival) lamp.
Hanoians by the thousands stream
into Hang Ma Street where votive
objects were sold in feudal and
coloniul times to buy star-shaped
lanterns, den keo gian  {lanterns
litted with silhouettes which are,
put in motion by the hot air
coming from a candle or lampj
to greet the {all Mid-Autumn
maorl.

Every year, at the Mid-Aatamn
Festival, the late Preaident Ho
Chi Minh wonld send gifts to the
children and often camein person
to rejoice with tigm. This tradi-
tion is kept up by President Tan
Duc Thang.

Thus, in spite of long years of
war which have added {to the ruins
and slowed down the restoration
of historical monuments, Hanui,
in its many faces, offers foreigners
the charm of a cily where the
past is still vivid.

NGUYEN VINH LONG

f1) Va Trang Tuy But (Fssay
Written On o« Raimy Nighti by
Pham Dinh Ho.
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HERE are far fewer women
than men in the world who
teach mathematics or are

mathematicians.

However, ever since my early
childhood, 1 have dreamed of
being such a woman. 1 always
got good marks in mathematics
at school and at the university.
My student’s life in France was
however harder than that I spent
in secondary school, as [ had to
earn a living while studying. Most
of my efforts were devoted to a
struggle against cold and hunger.
1 was not rich enough to buy
adequate food and firewood. After
getting my “licence,” 1 was
sent for by my physics prolessor,
a famous member of the Institute,
who asked me about my future
projects. Without hesitation, [
told him that I intended o pre-
pare for the  agrégation,”” — the
competitive examination for a
university fellowship—in mathe-
foatics.

«[ have pail particular atten-
tion to wou,’’ he told me, as
you gained excellent results at the
exams. I would advise vou to
start straight away with preparing
vour thesis for a doctorate
of Physics, without bothering
to do one for the 3rd degree.
I advise you not to sit for the
‘agrégation’ in mathematics, for
it is a very hard exam, espe-
cially for a young woman. Stay
here and work with me, within
four or five years, vou will get
your doctorate of Physics. If you
follow your own idea, you won't
get anything befter in ten years’
time. 13znefit from the experience
of your seniors.”

Well, T knew that many of my
fellow students had failed years
at the agrégation and [inally
given it up out of discouragement.
Put my intention was to stay in
France just long enough to get

acquainted with research work
before returning to Viet Nam.

There, with my agrégation I
could enter & research centre or
a faculty without (ifficulty. That

was why T did uot follow my
professor’s advice.
When [ passed ‘my agréga-

tion,”* the Toulouse Iaculty of
Sciences posted my name so that
the pablic was informed: it was
considered as a glorions and rare
occasion. I was congratulated by
Vietnamese and African students
who regarded my success as
something that enhanced the
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prestige of coloured people. At
that time, a single thought pos-
sessed me: if 1 was admitted
to a research centre, my salary
would help me to prepare my
dnctor’s thesis without any prob-
lems.

That was in the summer of
r959. The North of our country
had completed transformation
of the relations of produc-
tion and was engaged in so-
cialist coastruction. In France,
the Vietnamese colony had decid-
el to send some of its members
back to the homeland to take
part in the national reconstruc-
tion. Seeing my Iiriends go one
after another,- I began to think
seriously. In France, my scientific
futurc was secure — so I was told
by professors and acquaintances.
1 was rather tempted to follow
that easyway. After many nights
of reflection and anxiety, I came
to this conclusion: T had to go
home, the country was in need
of teachers. If, because of the
lack of material means, my dream
of doing scientific research could
nnt come trae, I wouldn't mind.

I arrived in Viet Nam in the
spring of 1960, I was allowed to
choose the school where I would
like to teach. T chose the Teacher’s
Training Cnllege for the simple
reason that there 1 could take un
active part in training teachers. As
the school was in the suburbs,
eight kilometres away irom my
home, [ was advised to think twice
and tochoose oneof those schools
that were nearer to the centre
of tho city so that 1 ceuld go
svery day without much trouble.
I flatly rejected those suggestions:
[ have travelled thousands of
kilometres (or the sole purpose
of serving my country here, 1
certainly won’t be put off by
those eight kilometres !

At the beginning, T was con-
frontedl swith unexpected difficul-
ties in my work. The use of the
Vietnamese language, {or the

first time in my life, to explain
my lessons, or the consultations
of Soviet textbooks, when 1 did
not know Russian, such problems
were overcome during the first
few months, thanks to the devoted
assistance of my colleagues. The
number of students was quite
large, and therefore therec was a
great difference in their levels,
We had to work cut such a train-
ing programme which would en-
sure good results for all in their
studies. Tothis were added mate-
rial difficnities due to the large
number of students. The library
was unable to provide them with
all the necessary books. The lec-
ture hall was just a thatch hut
large enough to seat about a
hundred people, the lighting was
so poor that students sitting too
far from the blackboard could not
see clearly what was on it, even
in the day-time. What was being
said in the next classroom could
be clearly heard. Thus the best
distraction for the students dur-
ing lectures was to listen to what
was being said next door.

1 had moments of discourage-
ment. My colleagues and students
were not aware of that. All of
them had confidence in me and
praised me for my efforts and
progress in teaching. Seeing them
work with great optimism and
faith, 1 began to think hard and
{inally understood that to make
a revolution one should not be
diverted from the aim set for
onesclf and one should find the
means to overcome all difficulties.

We had started from scratch
in a poor and under-devcloped
country ; we had to build upa
whole system of higher education
with our bare hands. Under
normal conditions, no one would
have thought of building lecture
halls with stamped muad and
thatch, These thatceh classrooms
were of great significance to the
revolution : they helped us to
advance by leaps and bounds, to
master modern sciences in a short
lapse of time, to provide abund-
ance and comfort for our people.
1 tried first of all to think like
my colleagues, that is to acquire
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a correct method of
After so many vears, I can now
admit that it was a long trial

thinking,

for me. My students were foll
of youthful ardour, and among
them there were bright and hard-
working ones. The country had
confidence in us and had cntrast-
cd us with the mission of trans-
mitting scientific  knowledge
considered as seeds to be dissem-
inated everywhere by my stu-
dents in the plaing and in the
mountains, in the countryside
and the towns.

Having understood the impor-
tance of my task, I made greater

offorts in  preparing my los-
sons, delivering lectures and
giving tutorial assistunce to

my students. I would write down
my lectures again and again, to
consult numerous texbooks and
seek advice from my senior col-
leagues. If my work kad some
success, it was partly due to the
devoted assistance of my col-
leagaes. A well-organized course
should be a scientifizc exposition
in which the teacher should pay
sulficient attention to both fun-
damental notions and up-to-date
knowledge. 1 tried to enunciate
every new notion with the great-
est concision possible, to bring
it within rcach of my students’
comprehension, so that they
could realize what reality had
led to its conception,

Mathematics, with its present
high degree of abstraction, is
likely to give mv audience the
impression of being simply the
produet of purc¢ imagination,
without anyv  connection with
daily reality. I have always strug-
gled to avoid this in my lectures.
| tried to find a clear, intelligible
and concise demonstration for
each theorem, so as to bring out
the logic of its reasoning. DBy
helping studcents outside class
hours I had the opportunity to
mix with them and understand
them better. I have always
sincerely regarded them as friends
and 1 think they feel the same
about me,

Teaching and doing scientifie
research at the faculty are two
aspects of the same problem. You
can teach well only if vou do
scientific rescarch. To neglect it
is Lo lose all contact with modera
scicnces and vou would be nna-
bie to guide vour students and
impart new knowledge to them.
But we have met with numerous
difficalties in this ficld. First of
all, we had very little time ; then
there were few cxperienced people
in this work to help us with
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their advice. And none or few of
necessary documents were to be
found.

Reading about the feats of arms
of our fighters at the {ront, I
ielt ashamed. My work was diffi-
cult, but nor so difficult as the
fight ugainst the enemy. There
was 1o need to lopk far; 1| had
an opportunity to talk with wom-
en  peasants daring my long
stay in the countryside where we
were evacuated in the years of
war. Alinost all ofthem had their
husbands at the {front. They lived
with their old mothers and young
children. Their shoulders carried

the burden of the affairs of the

family and the country. They
bore all that, however, with cour-
age and in silence. As for me,
it could hardly be said that I
had tulfilled my task. That idea
haunted me during many steep-
Iess nights. At times, I had resolv-
ed to resume my work, but after
some time, in face of accumulating
difficalties, 1 lost heart again. 1
invoked the difficulties in an
attempt {o justify myself. I lived
in a state of worry. During that
time, the attitude of the younger
colleagues to whom I should
render assistance gave me much
food for thought. During the
evacaation time, 1 lived in a
peasant’s house. One day one
of my younger colleagnes told
me, ** | am going to build & house
for you. Tell me which side
you want your house to face, and
I'll baild you a high and airy
dwelling "

To live in the midst of that
unstidied and sincere affection
gave me the courage to continue
my work. I also understood that
mny scientiflic research work could
not be separated from that of my
colleagues. Today the sciences are
too vast for any single individual,
even for a genius. I sct about
forming a team of ressarchers.

In the village where 1 stayed,
I had the habit of visiting my
friends after the evening meal.
My intention was to make use
of those casual visits to expound
to my colleagues the methods of
developing mathematics, as T
had come to conceive them
throagh reflection. Those discus-
sions gradually led to visible
results | my friends were agreed
with me on many points It was
the moment, I thought, to set up
a team of scientific researchers.
Further meetings were necessary
to wark out a plan of research
for the years to come, with three
objectives of increasing degrees
of difficulty. First, training in

research.  Second, working on
theses for the doctor's degree
within the country. Third, doing
scientific  research within the
country. To allow everyone to
see the prospects of success, {lo
avoid pessimism and discourage-
ment, we took care to work outl
a particular plan for each year
lo come. We carefully noted
down everything that was to be
dome in the year: what to read,
what subjects to work on, etc.

I was charged with providing
them with the necessary reading
materials. As most of them knew
only Russian, it was necessary to
translate {or them works written
in other langnages. Two years
later, they were able to read
English and French. In our week-
ly meetings, we discussed prob-
lems we had come across in aur
reading or listened to one of us
making an expesé of what had
been studied. Those mectings,
were held regularly, rain or shine;
those absent should have good
Teasons.

As they were inexperienced, [
had to make detailed working
plans for each of them every
week. It took me a Iot of time,
but it was necessary to train
them in this sort of work disci-
pline. Thus my team soon began
to work regularly and method;i-
cally, overcoming its early diffi-
culties. Every passing year saw
the progress of each in his {field,
which resulted in better teaching
by them all.

Those studies were of great
help for my personal work,
While my colleagues warked out
a common reséarch program, I
had decided on the subject of my
own research. Now my doctor’s
thesis has been completed and
submitted to the appreciation of
international scientific circles, It
may be accepted but I expect
numerous critical remarks and 1
am waiting for the replies. 1 will
simply tell you now how 1 was
able to complete my work.

My thesis was written during
the years my school was evacuat-
ed to the countryside. Lack of
comfort, shortage of materials,
and over our heads the threat of
US aircraft which were trying to
bemb us back to the Stone Age!
I was altnost without documents.
There were too few publications
in our library. Sometimes, the
first or second volume of a set
was lacking. I was badly in need
of the assistance of experienced
scientists, as 1 was not fully con-
fident in my own capacities. Only
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[ told mysel{ that whatever might
happen, | would not give up the
aim T had set for myself. What
would my colleagues say if they
saw that I urged them to de

scientific research while | was
only reading for enjoyment? L
arranged my work so that | could
be free on Saturday and Sunday
for my own researches. | also
arranged Ior one or two hours of
research every weekday. In the
country, 1 gave my lectures at
a place 4 kilometres away from
where 1 lived. 1 used to go there
on foot and on the way I reflected
on what 1 was going to say,on a
theorem to solve, or on a chapter
[ had read. My meals were taken
at the canteen; if T wanted to
have some extra food, 1 just
Lought some bananas or ¢ggs S0
that no time was lost ou the
cooking, At fimes 1 failed to
give my child proper care.

By arranging my time in this
way, I could cencentrate on the
demomstration ol my theorems. A
demonstrated theorem isa wonder
while gne for which you don’t
see a ray of hope after much time
spent on it becomes a torment. |
had a theorem which required
over one hundred pages for its
demonstration. To expound it in
iy thesis, 1 cut it up into dozens
smaller theorems, for {ear that
my readers would lose patience.
[t was a nightmare following me
for days and nights on end. Some-
times during the unight, while
my brain was working subcon-

Mis Hoang X

Victnamese Women held in
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sceiously, T belicved | bad the solu-
tion: | woke up suddenly and
scttled down at my desk by the
light of a kerosenc lamp. But
after a few maments, 1 had pain-
fully to recognize my error.

So I worked during iong years.
Naturally [ did not dare to tell
anyone that T was working ona
doctor’s thesis. {"'nder our working
conditions, wouldn’'t it be Icol-
hardy to hope to complete such
a thesis * Sometimes, going past
my room, my colleagues could see
pages covered with writings and
diagrams on my desk. When they
asked what 1 was doing, T just
told them that there was nothing
interesting in it.

During the summer of 1909,
seeing that T would have to spend
too much time on houschold work
it T went home for my holidays,
I stuyed at the school, volanteer-
ing to look after the poultry so
that my colleagues could go home-
Thus 1T had all the time necessary
for solving my puzzles. 1 didn’t
go home cither during the 77! of
1970, for 1 was in danger of fall-
ing behind in my schedule. On
ihe third day of Tet, as people
asked me why 1 didn't go home,
T began to regret having left my
{ather alone at home on those
festive days. So when T came
home, [ kept silent, unable to
explain to my father that T had
stayed away simply because 1
could demonstrate a theorem!

All this is happily a thing ol

the past. 1 have achicved some
results. The day when 1 announc-
ed to my colleagues, with some
hesitation, that 1 proposed to
worle out my doclor’s thesis on
the basis of those results, every-
one congratulated me sincerely,
1f clsewhere people are jealous of

women out of some sort of
atavism, such prejudice was
absent im our group. My col-

leagues helped me when it was
question of carrying my bike over
a muddy path, or of finding some
decent lodgings in the village for
me. Theirs was o correct attitude,
different from Western gallantiry
for it proceeds from o just and
revolutionary conception  of
women. llere, 1 can say after the
poet Giang Nam that il once 1
loyed my country because [ play-
ed traant and learned to make
toy balloons with banyan sap,
now [ love it because of hard
working days spent couragecusly
with a group of colleagues who
share a common goal with me.

1 have not grown up alone.
Around me, all our women have
grown up, each having fulfilled
her particular task. This is the
resutt of the emancipation of wo-
men promoted by the Revolution.
With gratefuiness, | think of the
regime that has educafed me to
become a woman worker of the
present, fully conscious of her
rights and responsibilities.

HOANG XUAN £INH

wan Sinh fright) ai the 4th National Conyress of

Hanol in March 1074
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Aspects o

f US Neo-colonialism

U.S. Ai

to the Saigon Administration

POLITICAL AIMS

N 1954, unable to prevent France
from signing the Geneva
Agreement which was to re-

store peace in Indochina, -the

White House set itself the task

of shouldering the ““fight against
communism’’ in this region. At
its August 3, 1954 meeting, the

US National Security Council

described the Geneva Agreement
ay a ‘“disaster’” {1} for the US
and decided that it was the 1S
government's duty to ‘‘maintain

a friendly non-communist South

Viet Nam' and ‘‘prevent a com-

munist victory through all-Viet

Nam elections’ {2). The Council

also “ordered an urgent program

of economic and military aid —
substituting American advisors

for French advisors” (3)-

From 1950 until May 1954, the
end of the battle of Dien Bien
Phu, the US had given the
Trench  Experditionary Corps
2,600 million dollars’ worth of
armaments and goods, the latter
destined to be sold to cover the
expenditure of the war. Thus, 8o
per cent of the total cost of the
First Indochina War was paid
by the US. After the Geneva
Agreement, the US government
rigged up the Ngo Dinh Diem
administration to “‘contain comi-
munism at the 17th parallel”
and brought the pro-US “Repu-
blic of Viet Nam’’ into being to
perpetuate the partition of Viet
Nam aned repress the South Viet.
namese people’s struggle for inde-
pendence, freedom, and national
unity, according to the spirit of
the Agreement. With this politi-
cal aim in mind, the US started
giving ddirect aid to the first
Saigon udninistration, that of
Ngo Dinh Diem. Im  his letier
dated Oztober 23, 1954 to Ngo
Dinh Diem President Eisenhower
wrote :

“We huve been exploring ways
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and means to permit our aid to
Viet Nam to be more effective
and to make a greater contribu-
tion to the welfare and stability
of the government of Viet Nam.

“The purpose of this offer is
to assist the government of Viet
Nam in developing and maintain-
ing a strong, viable state, capa-
ble of resisting attempted subver-
sion or aggression  through
military means.”

Frederic Bunting, chief of the
Cambodia-Laos-Viet Nam Service
Asian Department, International
Co-operation Agency (ICA), writ-
ing at the time, stressed that US
aid to the Saigon administration
must be aimed at solving five
main problems:

1. The restoration and main-
terance of internal peace

2. Assiztance for North Viet-
namese to regroup and finally
settle in the South ;

3. The strengthening of the
South Vietnamese government’s
administrative capacity ;

4. Tl maintenance of econom-
ic siability ;

5. The renovation of the system
of large-scale landownership,

'S aid to the successive Saigon
administrations has never depart-
ed from those aims., 1t was
increased whenever the Saigon
administration was threatened
by the offensive of the South
Vietnamese revolutionary forces—
falsely labelled by the US as
North Vietnamese f{orces com-
mitting aggression against South
Viet Nam.

The amount of US aid to the
Saigon administration since 1955
has Leen approximatively as fol-
lows {4) :

Perviod Amount of aid
{million dollars)

Unilateral war

1955 20.00
1956 167.00
1957 110.00
1958 53-00
1959 41.00
1960 70.00

Total 461.00

Special war

1961 IOI.00
1962 176-00
1963 200.00
1964 200.00

Total 737.00
Limited war

1965 350.00
1966 600.00
1967 600.00
1968 600.00

Total =2,1530.00
Vietnamization

1960 1,250.00

1970 t,250.00

1971 1,800.00

1972 (actual 3,790.128
figure)

1973 (estimate) 3,001.173
1974 {expected) 2,311.626 (s}

Total 13,462.927

Grand total 160,811.227

If this sum wuay divided among
the 18 miliion inhaBitants of
South Viet Nam, each of them
would receive more than goo dol-
lars of “US aid.’ In fact the
average annual income of each
South Vietnamese is less than 100
dollars and in r1g73 Saigon's
annual Gross National Product
was only 250 million dollars (0).

[t is evident, therefore, that
withont this huge amount of aid,
the Saigon administration could
not survive. This has becn re-
cently admitted even by many
members of the US cstablish-
ment.
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MILITARY AID

HE primary task of US mili-
tary aid to the Saigon ad-
ministration was defined by

Kobertson, former Under Secre-
tary of State of the Eisenhower
Administration, in his speech
at the June 1, 1950 meeting of
the American Friends of Viet
Nam Association.

«Our efforts are directed first
of all toward helping to sustain
the { Saigon Administration’s] in-
ternal security forces consisting
of a regular army of about 150,000
men, & mobile civil guard of some
45000 and local defense units
which are being formed to give
protection against subversion on
the viliage level.

«We are providing these forces
with funds and equipment and
our task is to train the Vietnam-
ese army [the Saigon army]. We
are also aiding to organize, train
and equip the Vietnamese police
force’’ {7)-

1960 : permanent troops
militia
civil guard

1965: permanent troops
militia, civil guard,

The indigenous army leit by the
French ufter their withdrawal
from Viet Nam under the 954 Ge-
neva Agreement was only 170,000
strong with some infantry bat-
talions and a number of groupe
snents mobiles without any very
sophisticated arms. I+ was an
army having neither any com-
mand nor general staff of its own
whuse {ighting spirit had deteri-
orated after the French, defeated
at Dien Bien Phu, had been com-
pelled to sign the Geneva Agree-
ment and pull out of Viet Nam.
The US felt it necessary Lo reot-
ganize this army from top to
bottom and turn it into a mo-
dern army, capable of meeting
the requirements of modern war
{Times of Viet Naw, March Ist,
1958,

The US has thus bnilt up for
the Saigon administration the
fourth biggest army in the world.
The following figures show the
stages in its development:

175,000 mMen
60,000
100,000

Total 335,000

237,000

special forces and other

armed forces

By Janwwary 1973, after the
substantial completion of the
«Vietnamization’' program and
before the signing of the Paris
Apreement, the Saigon army was
about 1.t million-strong, out of
whom 39,000 belonged to the
navy, 4I,000 to the air force,
and 350,000 to the militia and
civil guard.

1n 1954, the Saigon police was
a small force composed mostly of
ordinary policemen occupied in
traffic duties. The US has built
it up into a well-equipped force
of 125,000 men, incloding 30,000
men of the National Police Field
Forces (NPFF) who have their
own tanks and helicopters for the
purpose of «pagification” oper-
ations (8).

Besides, the US has endowed
the Saigon administration with
a civil guard of over one million
men, 500,000 of them armed (0}.

All this has been carried out by
means of US military aid, which
includes the supply of weapons,
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560,000

Total 797,000

war means, and other military
materials ordinarily called direct
military aid for the equipment
of the Saigon army, advisory as-
sistance, the training of officers,
etc {1o). The Johnson-Ngo Dinh
Diem Joint Declaration of May
13, 1961 clearly said that:

«rSecond, it was agreed that
regular armed forces of the Re-
public of Viet Mam should Do
increased, and that the United
States would extend its military
assistance programs to include
support for an additional number
of regular Vietnamese armed
forces.

 Third, it was agreed that the
Uuited States would provide
military assistance program sup-
port for the entire Vietnamese
civil guard force.

« Fourth, it was agreed that the
two governments should collab-
orate in the use of military
specialists to assist and work
with Vietnamese armed forces in
health, welfare and public works

activities in the villages of free
Viet Nam. ' {11}

From 1g65 to 197z, the US
granted ¢ Dillion dollars of direct
military aid tothe Saigon admin-
istration (12). This figure may be
incomplete, because the US
government usually gives more
than the amouant of aid appropria-
tions granted by Congress. In its
issue of May 15, 1972, Newswerh
revealed that the direct military
aid granted by the US to the
Saigon Administration during the
above-menticned perivd amounted
te ro billion dollars. According
to the statistics of the Indochina
Resource Center (No. 4, March
1, 1974) US direct military aid
to the Saigon Administraiion in
the 10 successive years Irom
1964 to 1974 amounted Lo 14.433
biliion dollars.

According to Senator M. Mans-
field, it was 14.6 billion dollars for
the period 1953-1973 (13).1f we also
count the 5-billion dollars” worth
of armaments and war means
handed over to Saigon by the US
Expeditionary Corps before their
withdrawal from South Viet Nam
under the Paris Agreement, the
direct military ail given by the
US to the Saigon administration
over 20 years is greater than that
given in z4 years (1946-1970) to
all Asjan, African and Latin
American conntries added togeth-
er (£%.724 Dbitlion dollars) (14}

The extraordinary military aid,
furnished by the [S under the
signboard of ‘‘economic aig,”’
also represents a considerable
amount of money. For instance,
there is the advisory assistance.
In 1954, there were only 200 US
advisers in South Viet Nam
working for the MAAG. This
number had increased to 30,000
by 1965, and at present 15 over
24,000, 20 times greater than that
of US military advisers in all
T.atin American countries put
together, The salsries paid to the
158 US advisers and 43 advisers
from US satellite countrif who
are specially charged with direc-
tion und training of Saigon prison
officers in torturing technique
constitutes parlt of the US aid
and amounts te 6,761,000 dellars
& year (£s}.

We should also mention the
money spent for such military
purposes as security support,
defence support, logistics, mili-
tary assisiance service funding
(MASF,, national police sup-
port, techmical support, “rrural
development,” refugee assistance,
ect.,which the US classifies as eco-
nomic aid. These funds are mostly

29




supplied by USALD: o smaller
part comes from the Department
of  Defense and is used for the
construction of the system of stra-
tegic highways, military bases,
and for the implementation of the
“pacification’” program, etc. Up to
1971, the expenditures for “defen-
ve support’’ alone had accounted
for nearly o billion dollars (16}

Mention should also be made of
the extra-#id or emergency assist-
ance granted out of the special
funds of the US government. lfor
instance, in 1969, shortly alter
his slection Nixon gave a ‘‘spe-
cial”’ aid of 258 million doliars to
the Saigen  administration  to
“‘modernize”  its army  (Reudfer,
March 19, rgbg). Before the sign-
ing ol the lParis Agreement on
Viet Nam, an EMergency assist-
ance of o billion dollars’ worth
of armaments, ammunition and
war material was given to the
Thiea administration (°r1,
March ¢, 1973). After the conclu-
sion of the Purls Agreement, in
order 1o continue to increase its
military aid to the Saigon Admi-
nistration — an increase prohibit-
ed by the Paris Agreement and
condemned by the US Congress—
the TS government resorted to
the subterfuge of transferring to
Saigon the surplus armament
stocked in US arsenals abroad at
the dirt cheap price of 0.9% of
their real value- According to Sen-

Thus the Pentagen can get round
whatever reduction of arxd the US
Congress may decide by simply
tilling up US stores in Southeast
Asia with weapons and ammuni-
tion, labelling them as “‘surplus”’
and then  sending them in huge
quantities to Saigon as additional
military aid. Congress reduction
of aid will not in any way affect
the reactionary wid policy of the
U'S government.

The US also brashly involes
the Paris Agrecement allowing
piece-for-piece replacement of da-
maged weapons and war materials
(Article 7 of the Agreement) to
introduce more modern arma-
ment, for instance by bringing in
F.5E fet-fighters to replace F.5As.
Public opinion in the US has
viewed this action as « brazen
violation of Article 7 of the Paris
Agreement on Viet Nam.

($o he continied)

f1) The Pentagon Papers, New
York Times  edition,  [Duantam
Press. poy.

72) The Pentagon Papers, Bea-
con Press, poov7s.

r3) The Pentagon Pupers, New
York  Times edition,  Ranian:
Press. pur.

Report of the Committer on Lior-
eign  Relutions, US Senate, US
Printing Office, Washington, 1971,
P 38,

(3} Nob counling the Military
[ssistance Provram.

{0) Source -
(7) in Department of State
Bualletin, juwe 11, 1956, porz.

f8) See VRC No.27, The Saigon
Police, p.23.

G5 Aid 1973,

(9) 175 Assistance Programs: i
Viet Nawe, z2nd Repovt by the
Caomumritter un Government Opera-
tions. US Governnend  Printing
Office, Washington 1972, p.35.

(10} The adeisorv assistance, the
fraining of officers, the assistance
to the civil guard and the police
weve later  to be camounflaged as
“Yeconomic aid.”

{x1) Chronology of the Viet Nam

war  published by  the DFranco-
Vietnamese IFriendship  Associa-
tHon, Paris 1968, p. v1d. The so-

i health, wwel-
works activities

called assistance
Jave and public
e the viflages 7 15 essentiaflv wid
for the pacification of the rural
areas (See below, Economic Aid).

frz) US Assistance Prograins in
[ietr Nam, p.j.

f13) Congression Record — 75
Senate, fune 21, 1974,

{£4) Tap chi Quan doi ¢1ivt

ator Les Aspin, in 1973 the (4 Figuves given Ty the Insti- Nam LPeople’s Aviey Review), issne
Nixon administration gave Thiea tfutr of Alconomics, Conimitier of  of Sepi.. va73, p.75.
300 million dollars’  worth of Socia! Sciewces, Viet Niane. fata s I
*surplus 7 armaments, but it from tay2 fu o7y taken  from 15/ 1o
charged only 25 million dollars, Foreign  lssistance Aot of 1973, (16, (D,
four walls of a dark cell of the

In Thieu’s

(Continited o page 7

houses or on the way to report at
the police station as required
under the martial law,

Tan Hiep is a - madel prison.
It huas a very peaceful appearance
with c¢lean paths, a courtyard
bordered with rows of pine and
mango trees, with vegetable beds
between the wards and flower
pots along the paths. Those who
have visited it and seen this view
never imagine that it is here that
so much bloody repression has
been carried out, that thousands
ol detainees have heen living a
miserable life and are dving a
slow death here. The Vietnamese
residents in FThailund who were
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arrested there and transferred to
South Viet Nam told me that
daring their detention in this
prison (1968-rg72) they had seen
four detainees beaten to death
during the first two years (1g63-
1969). They told me the names of
the victims, but T can remember
only one, Phan Van Nguy, o
native of Hau MNghia, who was
beaten to death in the ** re-educa-
tion " ward. It was in this model
prison that =a 14-day hunger-
strike, staged by the political
prisoners in Camp 2, was cruelly
repressed in 1g97r1.

However, my impression was
favourable when [ was first sent
here. After being locked up for
nearly two months within the

Saigon Police Detention Centre,
i felt strengthened at my first
breatls of fresh air here. At noon,
cramped up in a hot, narrow
room with other detainees lying
on both sides of me, above mv
head and under my feet, I could
not shut my eyes. 1 saw, through
iron bars, the greenness of the
graceful willows, and the swaying
of their boughs. I kept contemplat-
ing them; for a better look, 1
sat up, but a prisoner wearing an
arm-band signed me to lie down.
First annovance. | took a book

and was going to read it, but
another prisoner signed me to

stop. | noticed that ail those who
wanted to go to the WC had wo
raise their hands and wait for a
nod from the prisoner assigned to
keep order. [t was Iike that. A
~maodel prison "’ in 11 place where
the snrveillance apparatis has
been brought tu perfecti.n.

VIET NAM COURIER




CHRONOLOGY

(Conitnied fron: page 32

—The An Quang Buddhist Sect in Saigon issued
a statement demanding peace, freedom of the
press, democracy and the resignation of Thieu.

28, At its Second Congress the Saigon Press
Association issued a ‘' Declaration No. 17
demanding freedom of the press.

— Lon Nol's defence system west and north
of Svay Rieng came under heavy attack by
Liberation forces on the night of Seplember 27
and all day September 23.

29, Demonstration at Ben Thanh market
in Saigon: opposition deputies and several
Catholic priests demanded that Thien implement
the PParis Agreement and respect the freedom
of the press.

— 5,000 people in Nha Trang tieok to the
streets to demonstrate against Thieu corruption.

30. U'S Under Secretary of Defense Clements
arrived in Saigon.

OCTOBER

1. In a televised speech, Thiea passed all
his opponents off as Communists or Communist
sympathizers, Following his speech, many mass
ergunizations in Saigon unanimously issued
statements demanding his resignation. Over the
followwing days scveral demonstrations by
hundreds of thousands of people were stuged
in all South Vietnamese cities.

2, The American women’'s delegation ended
its friendship visit to the DRVXN begun in
mid-September 1g74. It had also visited the
liberated area of South Viet Narm.

3. The Liberation forces overran the fortified
positions at Mang Den military sub-sector and
district capital in Chaong Nghia province.

4. President Nguyen Huwe Tho ended his
friendship visit to Mongolia begun on Sept-
ember 4, Ig74. An agreement on non-repayable
economic aid from Mongolia to the RSVN in
1975 and 1976 was signed. President Nguyen
tHuu Tho was decorated with the highest Order
of Mongolia.

— Statements were issued on Uctober 4 and
7 by the RSVXN Foreign Ministry and the
DRVN Forcign Minisiry demanding that the
Saigon administration return all detained civil-
1an and military rersonnel.

5. Trangy Den (a Saigon paper) revealed
that Thieu had spent 500 million piastres hiring
thugs te meunt  ant-demonstrations *’ to
Lreak up popalar demonstrations,

G- g,000 Catholics held a meeting at Luc
[{ung church in Gia Dink province to express
“ non-confidence ”’ in Thieu.

8. The economic delegation of the Albanian
Government left Hanoi for home after a week’s
friendship visit to the DRVN. Agreements
on non-repayable cconomic aid from Albania
to the DRVN and gools exchange and pay-
ment facilities between the two countries in
1975 were signed.

g. The DRVN Iforeign Ministry spokesman
condemned Clements, US Under Secretary
of Defense, for his slanderous statement
against the DRVN on October 8, 1974, in which
he had urged the US Congress to increase aid
to Thieu, threatened to send naval and air
units to Saigon and pressed for muitilateral
aid to Thien from a number of Scutheast
Asiun countries.

— A big meeting was held in Hurnoi to mark
the zoth anniversary of the liberation of the
capital (October 1o, 1954 — 1974).

10. President Nguyen Huu Tho ended his
official visit to the Syrian Arab Republic be-
gun on October 7, 1974.

— Hundreds of thousands of people in Saigon
took to the streets to protest against Thieu,
shouting such slogans as * Thien must resign, ™
“ Treedom of the Press,”’ ** Abolish Law oo7, "’
etc. Heading the demonstration were 400 jour-
nalists dressed like beggurs to show the fate
of the strangled press. I'olice attacked the
demonstrators, wounding many, including
three American journalists,

1. On October 8 and 11, 1y74, the RSVN
l'oreign Ministry and the DRVN Foreign Mini-
stry issued statcments on the present sitnation
in South Viet Nam. The statements demanded
that the US end its military involvement, and
its interference in the internal affairs of South
Vict Nam. They also called for the replacement
of Nguyen Van Thiea and the sctting up of an
administration which would seriously imple-
ment the Paris Agreement.

1z. Setting up in Saigon of the Committee
for Sergeant Dac Vu Dat’s Safety with the
participation of muny representatives and
deputies. Dao Vu Dat was arrested after carry-
ing a “no-confidence in Thicu’" placard ocut-
side the Saigon ¢ National Assembly” on
October o.

13. All Saigon papers, except for three con-
trolled by Thieu, suspended publication for one
day in protest against Thieu’s suppression of
the press.

r4. President Nguyen Huu Tho ended lis
official visit to the Republic of lrag begun
on October 1o, 1974,

15. The delegation of the Provisional
Government of National Union of Laos led by
Khamphay Bupha, Minister of Post and Tele-
communications, ended its wvisit to the DRVN.
An agreement on post and telecommunications
between the two countries was signed.

— The Central Committee of the Viet Nam
Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace
fForces issued a statement calling on people of
all walks of life in South Viet Nam to rise up
to overthrow Thieu.

— From Qctober 13, 1974, hundreds of thou-
sands ol people in Bangkok turmed ont in
the streets to mark the first auniversary of the
overthrow of the militarist clique of Thanom-
Praphas (October 14, 1973),

~® 30 — November 1974
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(September

SEPTEMBER

16. Following the Conference on Agriculture
for the provinces in the plain and midlands
held in Auwgust 1974 in Thai Binh province,
the Secretariat of the VNWP Central Committee
issued instructions on the re-organization of
agriculture and the improvement of manage-
ment at the grassroots level as a step toward
targe-scale socialist production.

— President Nguyen Huu Tho ended his
{riendship visit to the I‘ederal Socialist Repub-
lic of Czechoslovakia begun on September 11,
1974. An agreement on non-repayable economic
ald from Czechoslovakia to the Republic of
South Viet Nam in 19735 was signed.

17. At a press conference, Ford defended his
unconditional pardon to Nixon. On September
16, Ford signed an order for a conditional
amnesty to draft dedgers and deserters who
had refused to fight in Viet Nam. According to
£P7, hardly any of the American war resisters
now living abroad would return to the country
to accept Ford’'s amnesty.

— Under the pretext of combating ‘ corrup-
tion, ** Thieu dismissed several provincial chiets
and mayors who had not been hand in glove
with him, and replaced them with his own men.

— Additional TS aikl to Lon Nol: 22 million
dollars.

138. Aneconomic delegation of the Provisional
Government ol National Union of Laos led by
Soth Phetrasi, Minister of conomics and
Planning, ended its friendship visit to the
DRVN begun on September 15, Documents omn
econonic and cultural co-operation between the
two countries were signed.

~- The South Viet Nam Liberation {fighters
attacked the enemy logistical base at Cam
Ranh, setting on fire 6 million litres of gaso-
line, and completely wiped out the enemy
signal centre on the Son Tra isthmus north of
Da Nang.

— The Popular Organization for the Imple-
mentation of the Paris Agrcement in Saigon
issued a statement supporting the movements
in opposition to Thieu and demanding the im-
plementaution of the Paris Agreement.

-~ The Popular Movement against Corrup-
tion held @ press conference in Saigon,
demanding the total abolition of Thieu's corrupt-
ed administrative organs.

— The Lac Patriotic side released an Amer-
ican pilot named Emmet Kay.

— Lon Nol devalued the rie/ for the second
time this year. Immediately after that, the price
of rice increased fourfold.

19. The Committee for the I'reedom of the
Press and IPublication held a meeting and

32

16 — October 15,

1974)

sent a letter protesting against lhieu’s confis-
cation of the Sony Than (& Saigon paper). The
journalists burned all the papers published on
the same day in protest against Thieu’s act.

— In Hue, over the two days, September 17
and 18, tens of thousands of people took part
in meetings, demonstrations and marches to
express opposition to Thieu.

— Exchange of prisoners of war and detuin-
ed personnel between the Vientiane and the Lao
Patriotic sides in Phon Savane (Laos).

-~ An agreement on a USloan of 18.5 million
dollars to Lon Nol was signed in Phnom Penh,
thas raising the total US economie aid to Cam-
bodia to 58 million as from July 1, 1974.

20. President Nguyen Huun Tho ended his
official visit to the People’s Republic of Albania
begun on September 16. An agreement on non-
repayable economic aid from Albania to the
Republic of South Viet Nam in 1975 was
signed.

— Annihilation of Saigen’s fortified positions
at Gia Vut, Ba To district, Quang Ngai prov-
ince by Libcration fighters.

23. The Dai Dan Toc (a Saigon paper):
“ Cabot Lodge has been on a secret visit to
Saigon for one week now.”’

24. President Nguyen Huu Tho ended his
friendship visit to the DPeople’s Republic o
Bulgaria begun on September zo. An agreement
on non-repayable cconomic aid from Balgaria
to the RSVN in 1975 was signed.

— Saigon police mancuvres on an unprece-
dentedly large scale are held in preparavion for
the repression of the popular movement ugainst
Thieu.

— Cambodia: On behalt of 30,000 of their
colleagues, two teachers condemned Lon Nhol's
militarist and dictatorial regime. joo  armed
soldiers staged a demoustration to oppuse Lhe
raising of commodity prices.

25. The Popular Movement against Cor-
ruption held a press conference in Saigon to
denounce Thieu’s *“ Cometr '’ plun aitned at sup-
pressing the population, and to urge a wide
diffusion of 1L. * Endictment No. 1"

26, Thieu devalued the Saigon piastre for
the yth time since the beginning of this yoear.
The pressnt vate of exchange: n70 plastres Lo
the dollar.

—Cong Luan {a Saigon paper) : Colby, Dircctor
of the CIA, has been visiting Baigon, Vieu-
tiane and Bangkok.

27, American SR-71 reconnaissance planes
made several Ilights over North Viet Nam,
including Hanoi and Haiphung.

(Continued vr page 31)
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