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I N this month of November, 
the mass movement against 

the Thiell regime in the towns 
and cities of So"th Viet Nam 
has continued to grow in in­
tensity and fervour. There has 
been a redoubled militancy 
among the varimts sections of 
the population, partic!llarl y 
journalists and lawyers b!lt 
even among opposition dep,.ties. 

Big rallies were held in Saigon 
and other cities to celebrate the 
anniversary of the overthrow of 
Ngo Dinh Diem (November I). 
Tho!lsands of Catholics took 

?,£
/par 'in e tqrchlight parades 

/ It fa ,d t mselves confront-
in e po . e in real street tat-

" t s. T journalists organized 
l a" ict~ized Press Dal," 
, the! gav, wide publicity to the 

I "!ndilment No. I" nottgjth­
standIng legal proceedings, 
.humid copies of newspapers to 
avoid their seizure by the all­
thorities and suspended publica. 

tion as a sign of protest. Many 
latgyers offered their services to 
the accllsed journalists, hlln­
ireds of others have spoken out 
against Thieu's mockery of the 
principles of legality and 
j"stice. Opposition deputies 
signed petitio11s demanding 
Nguyen Van Thieu's resig­
nation and called on the US 
Congress to denounce the use of 
us aid for the repression of the 
people. 

In the face of this surging 
tide, US imperialism and its 
Saigon henchmen have been 
forced, little by little, to reveal 
their real face. Repressive meas­
ures, formerly 'ueiled, are now 
openly taken. In anticipation 
of the mass demonstrations on 
the eve of November I, 100,000 

policemen were deployed in a 
Saigon heavily barricaded ".itk 
barbed !ilire. Traffic was SIlS­

pended in many quarters and 
the roads leading to the city 
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INre bloclled by battalions oj 
militar~J pol-it'e. The demollstra­
tors (llere mercilessly manJulIld­
led, C'i'cn old people and {('ar 
£Hl'alid~ 'i~'ere }lot spared. 

immediate and 'l-manimo'Hs: 
Decree-law 007 "'list be p'lYely 
aHd simply allntllled. 

is a 'l-ma11i1llOHS desire JOY the 
formation i1l Saigoll of a. 
Go'VenlmeHt 0/ Union and JYa· 
tiona I Concord pre·pared 10 
strictly ,,,,plement the Paris 
Agreement. 

0" November 2, the Saigon 
police opened lire at olle tholl­
sClnd Catholics attending an 
anti-Thiel< meeting at Chinh 
:ram cJwrch in BiHh Tn)' 
pro'i.Jince, near Saigoll. At 
least three people "'ere killed 
,wd many others d'oltJlded. 

Thien has sllo"'1l 10 ,chat 
lellgths he ,"ill go to /'1<rS11e his 
policy: Oll Sot'elJ1.bcr I, Jze de­
clared that" "maximwn order 
and secl£rity 'li.'ill be eJlsltred," 
01t i.YoiMmtJCY 12, £/1. the bay~ 
rack-room langltage dear to 
hi,n, he jnsnlted all the move­
ments and opposition orgalli­

zations, aCfl.,sing thelll of being 
•• communist " or " comml£llist­
inspired".' "I will 1I0t allou' 
Ihis disorder to cOlltin"e till 
the "975 elect;olls," he said. 
He made it clear that Calholic 
.priests, BHddhist )}lollks, c-vell· 
parliaJltentariaJls CflllIlOt engage 
in polit-ics -in the streets. "I 
shaU usc stichs aJld faliRS 
agaillst {lJl)'OJlf. (dIU disfnrhs 

public order." 

On Sowmber 16, Decree-
1m. 060 on political parties 
was also aJneJ/ded bv the 
"LO'l(Jer House." This Decrec­
law, ,"),ich is a prodnct 01 the 
/nU powers seized by Thieu in 
1972, instittltionalizes, for all 
pracliwl purposes, Thien·.s 

Democratic Party a.s the sol~ 
political parlv and bans the 
selling up 01 all opposition 
parties, by requiring that, fo be 
recogni:::ed, a party sho-ltld ha-"t'e 
I>ranchesin half of the lou'n, 
and protJiJlces in South Fief 
Sam and a qH(lrter oi the 
hamlets 'lIId "illages, Ihal tl" 
partv members shoHld represent 
one-Iwentieth 01 Ihe electors and 
thai its obligatory candidates 
at parl-iame}l[.(lr), a.nd presiden­
tial elections should obtain at 
least one-li/th 0/ the ,'otes. The 
amendments .. gere nothing but 
a smokescreen, as they only 
reduce /), one-third the per­
cmtages req "ired. They '/fIere 
voted ollly by 67 deputies, or 
less than halla/ the "Lower 
Iionse" which totals 156 mem­
bers, mall)' 0/ them ha'ving 
boycotted the t'oting session. 

The military setbacks (J), the 
eco}/omic crisis, the political 
ojjells1·'i.!es oj lhe urban masses, 

el!erytll-1:llg Ullifes fo hasten tile 
dow'lIjall oj the Thz:e·u regime. 

Gerald Ford, "'lelecled Pre­
sideHt 0/ the ['"iled States, and 
reprcselltatil·e oj a party u.'hich 
was pili/,tllv bealen ill Ihe 
recent electiolls, has attempted. 
in a message sent to Xgnyell 
Trau -rhieH on the occasiuH oj 
Saigon " ,;..\'atioJlal Day," fa 
gh'e him aSSHrances oj lrhite 
liOHse s'ltpport. Ho'u'e'ver, it 
z('ill "at be eas\' lor Ford to 
Sll,,'e Thieu jrom collapse. TFhat 
he sho"ld do is to ei/ed a 
challge iJl u"S policy. 

No"\!ember 25, 1974 

OJ! tlIt: other halld, [hielt is 
tr)'illg to calm doll"}! the lJIass 
dlScol1tent h)' demagogic 'meth· 
ods. .Uillisters aHd gCJlCyals 

hlll.'e beel/. dismis:>cti. Oil So· 
,'el1l f)er q., on his orders, the 
S~ligOIl" LOd'cr HOII-se" amend­
ed J)ccrce·lIlL~' 007 011 the 
fres:.;. A/Hat jrolll some lIt/jtor 
allaations ~ redHclivl! (J/ hail, 
trans/eY 0/ the ant/wr·ity to sei,:c­
licw'spapers to the legislati-i'l! 
organ - the regulatiulls all fhe 
press rcmaill jnsi as draconiall 
as be/ore. ~\'ot a single jour­
nalist ,';"(lS deceii'ed by this 
}}l(tJlOtlt'i.'re. Fheir aJIS,cer "il"aS 

It is clr:ar thai lhe -1/oy')al1 

popnlalioH in the Sm,'h walll 
Hot fnsl a simple re/orm, but 
the o~'erthrO"ill 0/ SgHyen Van 
[hieJt Ilimselj. The al/elllpl, 
made lJ\' LT::) imperialism. to 
dejlect ihe /Hass 1II0'i.'Cmellt from 
its o/)jecli'iYs are dooJ1.'ed to 
jail-Hye. The sHggesfio'lls made 
hy SOll1e ·pro-L'S elcmclils 
regarding the crcatl:oH oj a 

" national aduisor), hody" 
l~'hile keeping Thien as Pres­
ide"t v/ the Republic Ita,'e /Jee" 
dismissed, as they desen'e, by 
the lIlaill leaders 0/ the masS 
orgclllizatiolls in Saigoll. There 

(I) According to the LiberatiUll 
Press Agency, the balance-sheet of 
the military operations in Sep­
tember and October is as follows: 

39,000 Saigon soldiers put out 
of action, 22 battalions. 80 com­
panies and 170 platoons wiped 
out or decimated, .. 40 planes 
downed, 380 military vehicles and 
4S trucks destroyed, 750 posts 
overrun or forced to be evacuated 
or surrendered. The number of 
units (battalions and companies) 
liquidated has increased by 50 %, 
compared with previous months, 
and so has the number of posts 
captured, including district capi­
tals and military subsectors. The 
rate of desertion in the Saigon 
army has gone up by 30% wherea:; 
the number of raw recruits has 
decreased by 15%· 
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The March of North Viet Nam's 
Agriculture towards 
Socialist Production 

Large-Scale 

At the "Conference on Agri­
cult-nre in the Delta and Alid­
la-nd Reg-ions" held at the' 
beginning 0/ A~tgust, 1974 in 
Thai Hinh, Prime ,,11inister 
Pham Van Dong made an im­
portant speech. 

The first part 0/ kis speech 
deals with" general problems of 
the march 0; agriculture towards 
large-scale socialist prodHction " 
namely: 

- The extent and the limits 
of large-scale prodllctio~/' 

- The advance towards large­
scale production. 

- The measures to be taken to 
achieve large-scale production. 

- Social-ist industrialization 
and the march of agricuU'Itre 
towards large-scale production. 

Following are the main points 
of the second part of this speech 
dealing with "practical alld 
pressing problems" in the rules 
and tasks oj different organiza­
tions at various level5. 

PHAM V AN DONG 

I. THE AGRICULTURAL CO·OPERATIVES 

IT .i5 necessary to increase the co-operatives' pro­
cIucti ve force!:l, that is, in e.'>sence, to increase 
their technical equipment ~0 as to stabiliz(', 

consolidate and continuously perfect the socialist 
relations of production o:.tl1d, as a result, to make 
the fullest use of the co-operatives' possibilities. 

These possibilities consist in: 

- Specialization and intensive cultivation to 
achieve higher productivity and output, higher 
living standards for the co-operative members and 
constantly increasing accumulation for enlarged 
reproduction; building up strong co-operatives capa­
ble of further development. thus contributing to 
the construction of a socialist countryside. 

- .t<~u1filment of all Obligations towards the State, 
first of all, the delivery to the State of products 
from the co-operati ves and peasant households. This 
obligation which should be defined and fixed on a 
solid basis constitutes an important policy of the 
State which must be stricly adhered to. 

- Production of goods for export. Those co-opera­
tives which have been engaged in this line of pro­
duction should strive to make their products better, 
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those which have not should make a start in this 
field. 

The fulfilment of these tasks \vill contribute to 
socialist industrializa.tion and the building of strong 
and prosperous North Viet Nam and to the march 
towards national reunification by peaceful means. 

These possibilities will multiply as agriculture 
marches towards large. scale socialist pro8uction, a 
process which began with agricultural co~operativi­
zation after the lalld reform. 

Examining the e::'tperience of advanced co-opera­
tives, we have learned the following points: 

- These co-operatives regard the soil as an inex­
haustible source from which all sorts of agricultural 
products can be obtained; they know how to im­
prove and enrich the soil, making it ever more 
fertile even though it has nev!:r stopped producing, 
how to turn their fields into a single co-ordinated 
area and how to combine water control work with 
the construction of transport and communications 
systems. 

- On the basis of an overall plan to exploit the 
land, they have taken a correct orientation towards 
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specialization and intensive cultivation (for higher 
productivity awl an increased number of crops) and 
given special attention to planting and animal hus­
bandry, production and processing of products, and 
different crafts closely related to agricultural pro­
duction_ In a word, they have determined the 
structure of production and other branches of 
activitie3 which allow full use of the potentials of 
the land ancllabour. From this, they can work out 
production plans with positive, balanced and stable 
targets. 

- In carrying out their pro~luction plans, all these 
advanced co.operatives have done well in one key 
a.spect: labour management. They are able to mobi­
lize the entire labour force of the co-operative which 
is encouraged to do any task entru<;ted by the co­
operative \vith high efficiency, achieying a high qual­
ity at low cost. H.ationallabuur management means 
a correct and just management of workdays and 
produce distribution. Effective labour management 
allows the effective management of technical cadres 
and the most efficient workers. 

- The advanced co-operatives can manage aU their 
activities and those of their members-production 
work, material and cultural life, customs and habits 
(marriages and funerals), etc. - in a rational and 
proper way. All tbis testifies to the important role 
of the co-operative in our ideological and cultural 
revolution and is a commendable achievement. 

- Anotherlesson to be learned is the strengthen­
ing of the Party organization-giving the Party 
members a more important role while the role of 
the management committees of the co-operatives and 
the co.operative members' right" to be collective 
masters" are also enhanced - in order to promote 
the building of strong and solid co-operatives. in­
crease production and be masters of the transfor­
mation of the countryside. 

Thus, it is necessar'y to sum up, generalize and 

propagate the experience of acivanced co-operatives. 
This work, which must be done by each province, 
will help many other co-operatives in their efforts 
to catch up \vith the advanced co-operatives and will 
allow a large-scale campaign to be launched for 
the reorganization of production and improvement 
of c;)-operative management within the proyince. 
This will be a new developm~nt of great import­
ance for the movement for agricultural co-operati­
vization which will go forward on this basis. 

The style of work of these advanced co-operatives 
convincingly proves that each of them is a multiplier, 
a magnificent multiplier, quantitatively (produc­
tivity, output), qualitatively (relations of produc­
tion) and on a co-operative scale. In this connec­
tion, the productive forces constitute the funda­
mental factor. In the first place, man, the working 
man, is a productive force playing a great role: 
this is proved by the achievements of the advanced 
co-operatives. But here we want to speak of the 
material productive forces, chiefly the means of 
production, and the technical equipment which are 
the most dynamic and revolutionary factors. They 
push forward the development .of production and 
under socialism they promote the stabilization, 
consolidation and perfection of the socialist relations 
of production. Conversely, the socialist relations of 
production require a further strengthening of the 
productive forces which then constitute a basis for 
an ever greater development of the relations of pro­
duction. 

Up to now. the socialist countries which preced­
ed us have gained rich experience in the aid and 
support provided by the working class and the so­
cialist states to agricultural co-operativization. We 
should learn from their experience. However, we 
have to start from our practical situation and sum 
up our own experience, in order to solve our prob­
lems in conformity with our requirements and 
capabilities. 

II. THE DISTRICT 

TIHS is a new problem which must be urgently 
solved. The sblution consists in the gradual 
consolidation and improvement of the district 

administration for this is in a position to guide 
directly all activities in the district, with the em· 
phasis on economic activitit!s and particularly 
agricultural production, The (listrict administration 
must become a centre of technical equipment for 
agricultural co-operatives. 

First of all. we must determine the position, role 
and task; of the district administration and from 
this work out its structure and \ve must take all 
these into account in the organizational system of 
the Party ami the State, from central, provincial 
and (listrict down t,) village level. So far, the dis­
trict has acted as an administrative institution 
with m;Linly a,lministrative tasks. Now we must 
have a more correct and broa.der view: besides its 
arlministrative tasks, the district must take up the 
management of the economy, the direction of pro­
duction and enterprises. A'3 a result, its different 
management tasks must be defined. Naturally, in 
doing this, we mast take into account the charac­
teristics of each region, the plain, the midlands and 
the highlands. These regions differ from one another 
not only in the structure of their cultivation and 
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animal husbandry, in production and product pro­
cessing works and in the structure of their extra­
agricultural occupations, but also in economic and 
technical levels, in d.emographic conditions, in cus­
toms and habits, etc. 

In spite of these differences, to which great atten­
tion must be p3.id, we must have a clear understand­
ing of the important position and role of the 
district administration, for it assumes direct manage­
ment of all activities in the district, in fW.rticular 
as regards the general economy, production work 
and the co-operatives. To fulfil these tasks, the 
district must be in close contact with the provin­
cial administration and the resp(msible organizations 
at the central level. 

Consequently, we can say that the role of the 
district as a centre of technical equipment must 
be closely linked with its ro1e of economic manage­
ment. It follows that the district administration 
is both a level of economic management and a 
centre of technical equipment. These two roles are 
inseparable and require the cadres responsible for 
the district to have economic and technical capa­
bilities and knowledge. The term technical equip­
ment covers a very wide field and essentially in­
cludes: 
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- The system of hydraulic works, transport 
and communications, electric networks, engineering, 
tra::tor and machine stations, centres for seeds,animal 
breeding and fodder supplies, agricultural product 
processing plants, warehouses, veterinary services, 
protection of vegetation, etc. These material and 
technical bases require <l basic equipment which 
should be fixed and systematic. 

- Technical facilities sLIch as machines necessary 
for production and product processing; technical 
materials such as coal, lime, wood, iron and steel, 
chemical fertilizers, insecticides, mechanical; semi· 
mechanical and rudi mentary instruments, build· 
ing ml,terials; means of transport and fuel. 

- Research institutes, agricultural research and 
experimentation stations; these establishments can 
make practical contributions to the development of 
agriculture. 

It is important to evaluate, classify and list ac· 
cording to priority the above-mentioned require· 
ments, taking into account our limited resources. 
We can then draw up projects and plans for the 
construction of material and technical bases and 
the supply of technical equipment and materials 
suitable to the needs of each region in order to en~ 
sure fulfilment of the plan for the production of 
the most important and necessary agricultural prod~ 
ucts. 

Now we can imagine how our agriculture will 
march towards large·scale socialist production. It 
must be achieved step by step and part by part, 
co~ordinating industry with agriculture, State~run 
economy with co· operative economy, the administra. 
tion of economic branches with that of economic 
regions, the Party leadership and State manage­
ment with grassroots action by our revolutionary 
and creative-minded masses. 

Making the district a centre of technical equip. 
ment for agricultural co· operatives is at the present 
time the decisive link in this task. For the 25z 
districts of our country, the drawing up of practical 
projects and plans for technical equipment, main­
taining a balance between our capabilities and our 
requirements, is a wOl'k of great importance and 
tremendous significance . 

In addition, the strengthening of the technical 
equipment of the co-operatives will create funda­
mental internal factors pwmoting the extension of 
the scale of the co-operative. A s the material and 
technical bases clevelop and the technical equip. 
ment is strengthened - for example, when the hy~ 
draulic system, the electric network, the tractor 
and machine stations and the engineering work­
shops develop and become productive forces of the 
co-operatives - the extension of the scale of the 
co·operatives will become an imperative need. 
It will be conditioned by the development of 
the productive forces: if brought about too early it 
is simply a quantitative charge, if too late the de. 
velopment of co-operatives is impeded. We should 
also pay due attention to the economic and tech~ 
nical management capabilities of the responsible 
cadres for the co-operatives. 

At the same time, we must foresee the develop. 
ment of each of the key branches of a.griculture: 
cultivation, animal husbandry, production and prod­
uct processing. The State, for instance, may set up 
a system of seed-producing or fodder preparation 
centres for collective and household animal hus~ 
bandry, or a system of factories for processing prod­
ucts supplied by the co oprratives or the co-opera­
tive members (sweet potatoes, cassava, tobacco, 
rush, fish, etc.) 

The development of this process depends on the 
characteristics of each region. It is therefore neces4 
sary to make careful investigations concerning eco. 
nomic profitability and consumption demands 
(output and its quality). For example, \Ve can take 
special measures to rapidly strengthen the technical 
equipment of those co-operatives specializing in ex­
port products of great value. 

To sum up, the march of our agriculture towards 
large-scale socialist production will gradually take 
shape in daily realities, in our reflections and in 
our researches. 

Up to now, the district has been an administra. 
tive unit; the bounElaries of a district have been 
defined for administrative purposes only, not for 
economics and production. This is irrational, but 
we should not make any hasty changes in this 
regard. What is neccessary and practical is to deter­
mine, within the present territorial boundaries of 

On tlie fields 0/ .Minli Sinh fanning co.opcrative in Ha Tay province 
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the disLrict and on the basis of the regional charac· 

teristics cited above, its range of activities and 

production structurE'. Despite the differences, at 

times very great, in structures and regional charac­

tenstles, the production structure of a district is 

generally composed of agriculture, which is the main 

activity J small industry and handicrafts. In our 

countryside, as agriculture constitutes the main 

branch of the economy, its development and its 

march tow<trds large-scale socialist production natur­

ally leads to the balanced development of other bran­

ches: industry, transport and communications and 

capital construction, particularly in those branches 

directly serving collectivized agriculture. 

In the strengthening of technical equipment to 

bring into being larger-scale agricultural co-opera­

tives emphasis must be placed on the following 

two points: 

1. Th@ co-operatives must make necessary prepar-' 

ations so as to be able to use new technical equip­

ment. These preparations include those made in 

the fields of production organization and manage­

ment in order that the levd and capabilities of the 

co-operati.ves should be sufficient for the new produc­

tive forces. For example, the ut\e of tractors require.,> 

the co-operatives to create the prereqUisites and 

favourable conditions for their use such as the 

re-arrangement of the fields, the construction of 

better roads and revision of production plans, 

Ru.sh harvest at Yay E(U: 
co-operative in }\'inh Bi»h 
province. 

That is to say the co-operatives must realize that 

their fundamental and long-term interests require 

them to make careful preparations before receiving 
tractors. 

2. The co-operatives must anticipate the problems 

that are likely to crop up as a result of the utiliza­

·tion of new equipment and get ready to solve them. 

It is impossible to detect these problems overnight. 

They will only be recognized gradually through 
practice. What is essential is to be dynamic, to find 

out problems and solve them. Special attention 

should be paid to the problem of the surplus labour 

force resulting from the use of such new equipment. 

This is an inevitable outcome Which will lead to a 

new division of labour, a rational redistribution of 

the labour force for the promotion of socialist indus· 

trialization and a more balanced distribution of the 

labour force over the whole territory of North 

Viet Nam (for instance by setting up new econom­

ic areas in the midlands and mountainous regions). 

All that has been said gives us a particularly 

vivid picture of the importance of the worker· 

peasant alliance, the inter· dependence of socialist 

industrialization and the march of agriculture 

towards large-scale socialist production. This is a 

march, which has the character of a law, towards 

socialist construction in North Viet Nam, starting 

from a backward agricultural economy ... 

III. THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

W
E must strengthen the productive forces of 

the co-operatives and build the district into 
a centre of technica1 equipment for the 

co-operatives, so as to take agriculture steadily, step 

by step, to large-scale socialist production. How­

ever, the tempo and quality of this work ·largely 

depend on the contributions of the services of the 

central administration, chiefly those responsible for 

economic and financial mandgement and for the 

supply of technical materials. 

First, h·t us speak of the Central Committee of 

Agriculture (form',~dy the Ministry of Agriculture). 

6 

This organ must make a synthesis of agricultural 

productlon plans on a national scale including plans 

of investment, technical equipment and capital 

constructions for agriculture. Together with the 

State Planning Committee, it should study these 

plans and discuss them so as to reach an identity 

of view between the two committees. These plans, 

once endorsed by the responsible State organ, will 

become an integral part of the State plan, which 

constitutes the second Programme of the. Party and 

the revolutionary will of the people. 

Attached to the Central Committee of Agriculture 
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is a service with a very important role in the 
advancp. of agriculture towards large-scale socialist 
production: the General Dl~partment of Technical 
Equipment and Agricultural :Mechanization. This 
Department is in charge of the planning of techni­
cal equipment for agriculture. 

The following tasks must be distributed and co­
ordinated among various responsible centralocgans 
which will have to fulfil them at all costs, step by 
step and part by part, thus laying a basis for beot­
ter and better results: 

- To draw up legisbtion on the protection and 
utilization of land. This is a vital task which must 
be done both from the higher down to -the lower 
level and vice versa. Misappropriation, loss, waste 
and wrecking of land. particularly in the plains, 
will not be tolerated. 

- To determine and stabilize the obligatory 
contributions of all agricultural enterprises and all 
individuals who live on agriculture: State farms, 
co-operatives, cO-QP members and individual farmers. 
These Obligatory contributions are designed to 
ensure supplies to the towns, industrial centres, 
areas of industrial cultiyation and forest exploita­
tion and to finance socialist industrialization. 

- To carry out the technical equipment of agri­
culture. This task is of prime importance. As a 
matter of fact, technical equipment and the build­
ing of the material and technical bases for agricul­
ture are the responsibilities of certain branches such 
as hydraulics, electricity, coal, engineering, trans­
port and communications, building, forestry, etc. 

- To take all necessary measures to help, support 
and stimulate agriculture. These measures cover a 
large field of action, the most essential being: 

a) Prices: State-purchase prices of agricultural 
products, prices of the means of production to be 
supplied and of consumer goods. The price policy 
should be properly applied so as to have positive 
effects on agricultural production and at the same 
time conform to the interests of socialist industrial­
ization. 

b) Exports: so far, this task has not been carried 
out well. We should strive for better and better 
results. The main responsibility again rests with 
the agricultural producers. Emphasis should also be 
laid on the m~asures to stimulate production for 
export, among them ways and means to create 
favo:.lrable conditions for export product;on. The 

responsible cadres of the Foreign Trade Min istry 
must pay great attention to this important and 
urgent problem. 

c) Credit: this is a lever which help!) promote 
agriculture and develop it in the direction of large­
scale socialist production. On the basis of th(, 
experience drawn from the past, the branches con­
cerned, above all the financial and banking servk.('~, 
should use- appropriate measures and means to 
fa.cilitate an effective application of the credit 
policy for agriculture. In this l'('~pect, the State' 
Bank should form a specialized organ which must 
have a deep understanding of the general problems 
of agricultural production and the specific problems 
of each region and each link in agricultural produc­
tion. 

- To train cadres in colleges and vocational 
middle schools. They will become scientific and 
technical workers and management cadre!-; for agri­
culture. It is necessary to re-examine the system 
uf training, with a view to a rational reorganiz3.tion 
and relocation of schools throughout the country. 

This will allow teaching and studying to be 
combined with agricultural production in each 
specific region so that after leaving school the 
students can swiftly adapt themselves to their new 
job. 

~ To carry out researches on agronomy and 
agricultural technique. By laying emphasis on this 
task, we only want to remind the organs concerned 
of their responsibilities in organizing and overseeing 
research services and research workers, in order to 
achieve practical results. 

~ To carry out economic management of agri .. 
culture. ':\-Iuch more attention should be given to 
this work which requires the setting up of a. specia.l~ 
ized organ. This organ should mak~ great efforts 
in order to solve the complex immediate and future 
problems in the economic management of agri­
Gulture. 

- To strengthen socialist legislation. The march, 
of agricultu re to large-scale socialist production 
means the strengthening of State control through 
socialist legislation. Therefore, strenuous, persever­
ing efforts are required to build up socialist legis­
lation, step by steop and part by part, in accordance 
".,.ith its role and function. In this ,vork, the State 
Legislative Committee must make a concrete and 
effecti ve contribution. 

A t flit l:Ja Vi cow r)l'erdill~ {('ntre ill ]fa 'fay province 
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Salem Rubaya Ali. 
Chairman of the 
Presidential Council 
of the People" 
Democratic Republic 
of Vemen, paid an 
.3fficial visit to the 
DRVN from Nov.m­
Iter 23 to 25. 1974. 

Photo: DR VN 
President Ton Due 
Thang and Chairman 
of the DRVN Nation­
al Assembly Truong 
Chinh receive Chair­
man Salem Rubaya 
Ali. 

The DRVN Advances 

• For the 1975 Athletics Competition 

8 

Since April 1974, a. nation-wide movement for 
physical training and sports has been launch­
ed by the General Department for Physical 
Culture and Sports. Responding to this move­
ment, millions of people are taking part in 
daily physical exercises. Athletic days have 
been held with traditional wrestling and box­
ing. cross-country race, swimming and 
shooting, in different localities, in preparation 
for the 1975 athletics competition. 

In Hanoi, many competitions have been held 
recently: 

FO(ltball : 
All-North Viet Nam C. class football teams 

competition: After taking part fn preliminary 
heats, 16 teams competed in the semifinals and 
finals. 

Table Tennis: 
The People's Army 1974 Table Tennis Com­

petition was attended by 66 players (17 women) 
representing different armed services and mil­
itary regions. 

The Second Shooting Contest: 
It was attended by over 100 marksmen and 

women from 15 localities and branches. 
Swimming Competition: 
Nation-wide competition for youth and 

children, attended by 200 people of both sexes. 

• Hanoi Classes for Amateur Writers 
and Artists attended by 200 people of both sexes 

To encourage the literary and artistic move­
ment among amateurs the Hanoi Cultural Ser­
vice is concerned to raise the artistic level of 
amateur -aTtists working in factories, offices, 
etc., in the city and its suburbs. 

Since 1960 the Hanoi House of Popular Arts, 
with the help of Hanoi Trade-Unions, has or­
ganized annual classes for amateur writers and 
artists in which they can study literature, paint­
ing. sculpture, script writing, song, music, 
dance. etc. These classes are attended by work­
ers, farmers and cadres who love arts and 
literature and want to improve their knowledge 
about their preferred field. 

In these classes they are helped by profes­
sional writers and artists. 

This year has seen an upsurge of creative 
actiyity from those attending these classes who 
have created tens of poems and short stories, 
30 plays and scripts for popular theatre (Cheo) 
and reformed theatre (Cai Luong), 17 songs, 4 
dances, etc. 

The best works of the sculpture section were 
sent to the National Sculpture Exhibition and 
some of the plays are being staged by profes­
sional theatrical groups. 

vnn NAM COURIER 



Washington and 
of the Puppet 

the Fate 
Regimes 

Saigon 

FROM ~go Dinh Diem to 
Nguyen Van Thieu, a series 
of governments have succeed­

ed one another in Saigon. Their 

existence and disappearance are 
a faithful reflection of Washing­
!on's successive strategies towards 
Its puppets in South Viet Nam. 

Washington's Dissatisfaction with Diem 

ON November 1,1963, a group 
of Saigon army generals 
overthre\'l N go Dinh Diem 

and killed him and his brother 
Ngo Dinh Nhu. This event did 
not simply put an end to the 
activities of one individual' it 
:narks an, important turning-p~int 
m US pohey towards its henchmen 
in Saigon. \Vho killed the Diem­
Nhu brothers? And why was it 
necessary? . 

The death sentence pronounced 
against Diem-Nhu in 1963 dates 
back to 1960 when the overwhelm­
iug majority of the South Viet­
namese people rose up in arms in 
a broad concerted movement 
against the dictatorial r~gime. It 
was in 1960, too, that the in­
fighting among the Saigon rulers 
reached a peak, leading to the 
abortive coup d'etat of Novem­
ber II, 1960 by a number of 
army officers and opposition ele­
ments. After that the Saigon re­
gime found itself facing an acute 
crisis which marked an American 
failure of strategic significance. 

~'\fter a tour of inspection of 
South Viet Nam, Max\.vell Tay­
lor, who was then chairman of the 
joint Chiefs of Staff, wrote: .. It 
was no exaggeration to say that 
the entire country was suffering 
from a collapse of national mo­
rale. " (1) 

At that time, the American 
authorities began to contemplate 
a change of policies and horses. 
E. Durbrow, US Ambassador to 
Saigon, cabled to the State De­
partment: .. If Diem's position 
in country continues deteriorate 
as result failure adopt proper po­
litical, psychological, economic 
and security measures, it may 
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become necessary for uS govern­
ment to begin consideration al­
ternative courses of action and 
leaders in order to achieve our 
Objective. " (2) 

The US met with no success 
in their attempts to repress the 
revolutionary movement of the 
South Vietnamese people through 
the agency of a puppet govern­
ment and an army of local mer­
cenaries constituted from the 
crumbling foundations left behind 
by the French colonialists.Mean­
'.vhile, the situation in Laos was 
deteriorating for the US, and GIs 
had to be dispatched to Thailand. 
In a memorandum sent on May 
la, 1961 to Secretary of Defense 
McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff suggested tIu!.t "US forces 
should be deployed immediately 
to South Vietnam" to prevent a 
situation similar to that existing 
in Laos (3). But President Kenne­
dy adopted another method with­
in the framework of his "flex­
ible response" strategy-" special 
war. .. This consisted in increas­
ing the number of advisers, intro­
ducing some units of" special 
forces," together with air and 
naval support forces for the pup­
p~t army which was equipped 
with new weapons, enlarged from 
170,000 to 200,000 men and pro­
vided with modern technical 
means to fight guerilla warfare 
such as helicopters and M. II3 and 
M- II8 amphibious cars· 

This change of policy could 
not be brought about without a 
change in the structural organi­
zation of the Saigon regime. 

The general feeling in Washing­
ton at that time was that" We 
can't win with Diem." (4) The 

• 
In 

brothers Diem and Nhu hailed 
from a familyof feudal mandarins 
who had served the Hue court for 
many generations. Diem himself 
was a former mandarin whose 
exploit~ in counter-revolutionary 
repress lOll had brought him to the 
highest rank in the royal court. 
The Diem brothers' collaborators 
were aU either from the Ngo or 
the Tran family (that of Tran 
Van Chuang, the father of Tran 
Le Xuan, Nhu's \.vife and Diem's 
sister-in-law, another big feudal 
family in the North). These two 
families represented the class of 
feudal la.ndlords who, after their 
failure in North and Central Viet 
Nam, had gone South in 1954 in 
the wake of the French troops, 
Diem's Vice - President was 
~guyen Ngoc Tho, a big landlord 
lD the Mekong Delta. The victories 
won in the resistance war of 
1945" I954in this area had enabled 
the people's power to carry 
out its land policy such as reduc­
tion of land rent, confiscation of 
land belonging to the French 
colonialists and traitors to the 
country (most of them landlord s) 
and the distribution of this land 
to the poor peasants. These meas­
ures had driven almost all the 
landlords to leave the countryside 
and take refuge in the urban 
centres controlled by the aggres~ 
sors. Working hand in glove with 
Diem were the comprador bour­
geoisie, products of the French 
c~lonial regime who wet~ growing 
nch as a result of the American 
penetration into the South; they 
were political opportunists and 
adventurers who easily turned 
their coats. The Diem's regime 
was also supported by the Catho­
lic Mission and especially the 
Catholics coming from the North. 
In Saigon Diem built up a state 
apparatus which enabled him to 
cc;mcentrate most of the power in 
hIS own hands and those of his 
brot?-er Nhu ; that apparatus was 
an Improved form of the old 
machine inherit.ed from the Bao 
Dai puppet regime. In the coun­
trySide, after the regroupin a of 
the people's armed forces in'" the 
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North, Diem set up a despotic 
administrati ve system controlled­
largely by landlords who return­
ed in order to -take back the 
land and power they had lost to 
the peasants during the resist· 
ance war. They nursed a deep ha­
tred for the people and profited 
by the "denounce comlnunists II 
campaign to take savage revenge 
on them. Diem and Nhu also set 
up p.)litical organizations such as 
the "Labour and Personalism" 
Party," "Republican Youth" 
and" Women's Association" to 
strengthen their coercive ma­
chinery. 

Since I 954, all power was in 
the hands of Ngo Dinh Diem who 
wa.s President of the Republic, 
Commander-in-Chief of the army, 
and in direct charge of the Minis­
try of National Defence and a 
dozen other i-mportant organs. 
The Saigon army, left behind by 
the French and strengthened by 
the Americans as means of terror­
izing the populaJion, proved a 
docile tool in the hands of Ngo 
Dinh Diem and his civilian assist­
ants. Up to 1960-1961, the situa­
tion did not create any great 
difficulties for the Americans, 
because the popular opposition to 
the regime was expressed only 
through political actions and 
could be easily crushed by Diem's 
repressive forces. But the whole 
apparatus in the countryside dis­
integrated when the pe~sants took 
up arms and seized back their land. 
It can be said that feudalism­
landlordism, the social found­
ation of the Diem regime, was es­
sentially liquidated in the country­
side in the years 1959.1960. After 
the concerted uprisings, the anti­
Diem struggle grew into a real 
war. The Americans needed a 
more efficient waf machine, they 
wanted to give the Saigon army 
commanders a greater role and 
to militarize South Viet Nam for 
the purpose of serving their war 
efforts. At the end of I96r, pre­
senting the Pentagon's view to 
the White House, Maxwell Taylor 
stressed that it was necessary to 
take direct control of the puppet 
troops and the conduct of the 
war, that is to dispense with 
civilian control. "To execute 
this program of limited partner­
ship requires a change in the 
charter, the spirit and the or­
ganization of the MAAG in South 
Viet Nam. It must be shifted 
from an advisory group to some­
thing nearer-but not quite-an 
operational headquarters in a 
theater of war. The US should 
become a limited partner in the 
war. .. (5) 
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And so a change oi structure 
for the Saigon regime became a 
necessity. Diem's civilian dicta­
torship should be replaced by a 
military dictatorship controlled 
by the Saigon army top command­
ers. However, a change of horses 
in midstream could prove risky 
for the US, as it was difficult to 
find a replacement better than 
Diem, who was differently \'iewed 
by US officialdom in Saigon and 
Washington. In this situation, 
the solution put forward by Lans­
dale early in 1961 was approved: 
go on using Ngo Dinh Diem" at 
least until a more promising 
leader appeared upon the scene .. 
(6). US aid would be increased 

as a means to bring pressure to 
bear on Diem and compel him t') 
carry out reform in the military 
and political fields, particularly 
to gi ve the military commanders 
more freedom of action without 
being bothered by the provincial 
chiefs (7), to allow the opposition 
organizations to carry out acti­
vities as a "safety valve" to ap­
pease the anger of the urban 
population (8), and to let the US 
set up an operational command 
to take charge of the whole war 
effort (9). The authorities in 
Washington also hoped j·o discard 
Nhu and keep Diem merely as a 
figurehead (10) with real power in 
the hands of the military com­
manders, 

Ap Bac and the Death of Diem and Nhu 

NOTWITHSTANDING the 
great efforts deployed be­
tween 1961 and the begin­

ning of 1963, the special war was 
not making any progress. The 
Staley - Taylor " pacification .. 
plan could not prevent the revo­
lutionaryorganizations and liber­
ation armed forces from develop­
ing both in quantity and in 
quality till they controlled over 
6iYo of the vmages. The prestige 
of the South Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation spread far 
and wide and, as the Pentagon 
partially admitted, it won over 
some of Diem's opponents in the 
urban centres. (II) 

1963 saw a series of heavy 
blows inflicted by the patriotic 
forces on the Saigon army. In the 
famous Ap Bac battle of January 
2, 1963 such modern war means 
as helicopters and amphibious 
cars proved unable to wipe out a 
small guerilla unit - on the con· 
trary, the enemy suffered heavy 
losses (6 helicopters downed, 15 
others damaged and 3 amphibious 
cars destroyed) Furthermore, 
Washington could see that. how­
ever much the American advisors 
on the battlefield pushed them, 
the puppet cro:>ps were unwilling 
to fight. The puppet commanders 
,vere incapable and Diem's war 
machine was shown to be ineffec­
tive. It was still hampered by the 
civil authorities at province and 
district level and the opera­
tions plans worked out by the 
US command took a long time 
to reach the army units. The 
battle of Ap Bae was followed 
by other victories of the patriot­
ic forces, such as eho Gao (July 

7) and Quan Long (July 20). in 
My Tho province, or Tan Tru 
(July I) in Long An province. In 
these engagements, surmounting 
great difficulties, the guerillas 
succeeded in neutralizing the 
effects of helicopters and amphib­
ious cars on which the enemy 
pinned grea.t hopes. With regard 
to Diem and Nhu, though they 
had carried out some superficial 
reforms to please their bosses 
(SUCh as holding presidential elec­
tions and allowing lists of opposi­
tion candidates, reshuffling the 
government), yet in all essentials 
they clung to their despotism and 
nepotism. When his position 
became dangerous as a result of 
the worsening military situation 
in November, 1961, Diem decreed 
an indefinite state of emergency, 
strangled all democratic liberties, 
curbed the activities of the oppo­
sition. moved army officers around 
and kept some comhat units in 
Saigon to protect him, thus creat­
ing acute int&rnal tension espec­
ially between the civilian adminis­
tration and the military command 
and among US officialdom in 
South Viet Nam. Diem's civilian 
dictatorship rigged up by the 
US thus became a sturn bling 
block in their prosecution of the 
war. The question now was how 
to remove it. In autumn 1963, 
capitalizing on the struggle of the 
Buddhists which had led to Diem s 
complete isolation, the CIA gave 
the green light to the army com­
manders to engineer a coup d'etat. 
Diem was thus overthrown and 
he and his brother Nhu were 
killed. 
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The Old Generals on the Wane 

A FTER discarding Diem and 
Nhu. the Americans were 
most eager to set up an 

effecti ve military and political 
machine to save their special 
war, which was faring badly. At 
that time all powers were in the 
hands of the Revolutionary Mili­
tary Council headed by General 
Duong Van Minh. Nguyen Ngoc 
Tho, Vice-President under the 
Diem regime, was made Prime 
Minister, but he had to obey the 
baton of the generals who kept 
all the principal ministries under 
their own control. 

first native officers in the French 
expeditionary corps, trained and 
promoted by the French. conse­
quently they could not be loyal 
to the Americans and did not 
see eye to eye ,vith them regard­
ing the conduct of the war (espec~ 
ially the" pacification program." 
Furthermore, the neutralist 
tendency, which was gaining 
ground in urban centres at that 
time, had an influence on some 
generals in power, a fact which 
caused great anxiety in Washing~ 
ton. In his memo sent on Decem~ 
ber ZI. 1963 to L.B. Johnson, 
McNamara wrote: "The situation 
is very disturbing. Current trends 
unless reversed in the next 2-3 

months. will lead to nelltralization 
at best and more likely to a 
communist-controlled state. The 
government is the greatest source 
of concern. It is Indecisive and 
drifting" (16). This assessment 
of the ,;ituation was a death 
warrant to the Saigon rulers and 
gave the green light to the CIA to 
prepare a plot to topple them. 
On January 30, I964 General 
Khanh and General Khiem, the 
army corps commanders and their 
clique overthrew the Minh~Tho 
government in a bloodless coup. 
The leading members of the 
ReVOlutionary Military Council 
were kept under house arrest, 
except Minh who was appointed 
President of the Republic by 
Nguyen Khanh. a purely nominal 
function. 

Four days after Kennedy's 
death, Johnson, the new master 
of the White House, made it clear 
that he was resolved to win the 
Viet Nam war. In fact, with 
this new team of henchmen it 
was much easier for the US to 
strengthen the armed forces and 
take oyer all direction of the war 
as well as tactical command on 
the battlefields. A plan was set 
afoot to bring the special war to 
a head by extending military ac~ 
tion to North Viet Nam and the 
whole of Indochina. (12) 

The" American Boy" 

However. the situation develop· 
ed contrary to the expectations 
of the Americans. From Septem~ 
ber 1963. the liberation armed 
forces had hit hard at the It paci~ 
lication " plan. smashing the sys~ 
tern of strategic villages and 
military posts, 382 posts and 
blockhouses were wiped out in 
November 1963 and the following 
month saw 1.869 strategic ham­
lets dismantled. In the provinces 
bordering on Saigon, such as Long 
An and Dinh Tuong, the "paci. 
lication" program had proved a 
pitiful failure. After an inspection 
tour, McNamara admitted:" The 
situation has in fact been dete· 
riorating in the countryside since 
July. The Viet Cong nOw controls 
very high proportions of the 
people in certain key provinces. 
particularly those llirectly south 
and west of Saigon." (13) Despite 
all this, the puppet generals did 
not take c<)ncrete measures to 
lave the pacification program 
(14). Engrossed in their own power 
sh·uggle. they did not pay enough 
attention to the prosecution of 
the war. ([5) 

In the eyes of the Americans, 
the generals thus hoisted into 
power to establish this new mili­
tarist regime were not very de­
pendable men. Minh, Don, Kim, 
Xuan stemmed from bourgeois 
families in Nam Bo and were the 
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A FTER the overthrow of 
"Big" Minh by Nguyen 
Khanh; a :>uccession of gov­

ernments followed one another 
in Saigon: military-civilian, ~ith 
the participation of some political 
parties (with Khanh as Prime 
Minister and Nguyen Ton Hoan, 
leader of the Dai Viet party. as 
his deputy) or civilian non-party 
(with Pharr Khac Suu as Chief of 
State and Tran Van Huong as 
Premier), or civilian one-party 
(with Phan Huy Quat of the Dai 
Viet party as Prime Minister). 
All these "civilian" ornaments 
were aimed at appeasing public 
opinion in the US and placating 
the opposition of the reactionary 
political groups outside the army 
and the different sections of the 
population. The actual power was 
entirely in the hands of the 
military commanders whom the 
Americans wanted to use to set 
up a militarist dictatorial regime. 

Khanh was firmly supported by 
the US which created all the 
necessary conditions for him to 
survive and the means to foil 
any opposition. Maxwell Ta.ylor, 
who was then chairman of the 
J oint Chiefs of Staff, wrote: "For 
the present, the Khanh govern· 
ment has the nece:;sary military 
support to stay in power" (17). 
and the Pentagon also clarified 
its attitude: "We fully support 
the Khanh government and are 
totally opposed to any further 
coups." (I8) That was not alL In 
March 1964, Johnson sent McNa­
mara and Taylor to South Viet 
Nam. as a conspicuous move to 
back Nguyen Khanh who was 

mockingly addressed by Taylor as 
the" American boy" (19). 

As head of the puppet army 
and administration, Nguyen 
Khanh did everything the Aruer~ 
icans wanted to step up the war. 
On February I, I964. that is two 
days after his coming to power, 
Khanh signed Decree N° 93 by 
which he outlawed all communist 
and neutralist organizations and 
individuals. He showed himself 
everywhere, scouring the battle~ 
fields to accelerate military oper~ 
ations and the" pacification" of 
seven provinces around Saigon. 
He launched the" March North .. 
campaign to speed up the Pen­
tagon's plan of striking at North 
Viet Nam (20). Khanh had thus 
become a useful tool very ready 
to work for the objectives of the 
Americans. In this respect McNa­
mara wrote: "Although its (the 
Khanh government's] top layer is 
thin, it is highly responsive to 
US advice, and with a good 
grasp of the basic elements of 
rooting out the Viet Congo " (2I) 

Nevertheless, on the battlefields, 
despite the heavy equipment 
supplied by the US, the puppet 
troops continued to be heavily 
beaten. The pacification program 
was constantly harassed and the 
operations to clear the provinces 
around Saigon had failed, opening 
the city to the direct attack of 
the patriotic forces (22). The 
morale of the puppet troops was 
sagging (23)' 

(Continued on page 18) 
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FACTS AND EVENTS: 

• 
In Developments 

Viet Nam-Laos 
New 

Solidarity and Co-operation 

THE annual That Luong fair in 
Vientiane was held this year 
in the last two weeks ot Oc· 

tober, under the theme of " Peace, 
Concord and Development." It 
was the first time the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam had partic­
ipated in the fair and its pavilion 
attracted large numbers of visi­
tors. Its displays, which showed 
engineering products. manufactur­
ed goods and artistic objects and 
included an exhibition on public 
weHare,acquaintedour Lao friends 
with the Vietnamese people's na­
tional character and spirit of self­
reliance in national construction 
during and after the victorious 
war against US aggression. 1lany 
pictures, photos and exhibits 
high-lighted the close solidarity 
and fraternal co-operation be­
tween the two countries, VietNam 
and Laos, as well as the Viet­
namese people's respect and love 
for the Lao people and for peace 
amI national concord in Laos. 

On October 30, I974, the DRVN 
p<t.vilion was honoured with the 
visit of the King of Laos Sri Sa­
vang Vatthana. Prince Sou­
phanouvong, Acting Premier 
Phoumi Vongvichit and several 
other personalities. The King 
welcomed the DRVN's participa­
tion in the That Luong fair and 
praised the Vietnamese people's 
achievements in national con­
struction as shown by the exhibits. 

Since the formation of the Pro­
visional Government of National 
Union and the National Political 
Council of Coalition. the solidar­
ity between Viet Nam and Laos, 
of which the DRVN's participa­
tion in the That Luong fair is 
one example among many, has 
seen a strong development. 

In August 1974 negotiations 
were held in Hanoi between a 
Laos Civil Aviation delegation 
headed by Prince Sisouphanou-

vong, and a Viet Nam Civil Avia­
tion delegation headed by Mr 
Hoang Ngoc Dieu. The delega­
tions discussed an amended agree­
ment on civil aviation between 
the DRVN and the Kingdom of 
Laos and the resumption of the 
Vientiane-Hanoi air-link establish­
ed in I963 but temporarily in­
terrupted during the US war of 
aggression in Laos. 

In October 1974, negotiations 
were held in Hanoi between the 
Laos Posts and Telecommunica­
tions delegation headed by Minis­
ter of Posts Khampheng Boupba. 
and the Viet Nam Posts delegation 
headed by Minister Dang Thi 
which ended in the signing of an 
Agreement on Posts and Tele­
r:ommunications Links between 
the two countries. 

Particularly important were 
the negotiations on the DRVN's 
aid to Laos and co-operation be­
tween the two countries held in 
Hanoi in September 1974 between 
the Provi~ional Government of 
National Union's Economic Dele­
gation headed by the Minister for 
Economy and Planning, Soth 
Phetrasi. and a Vietnamese Eco­
nomic Delegation headed by Min­
ister Dang Thi. 

After a series of discussions 
marked with a spirit of close 
friendship and mutual understand­
ing, the two parties signed sever­
al important documents on Sep­
tember 18. I974 among which 
were: 

- Agreement on co-operation in 
the construction of a road leading 
from Laos to the Vietnamese 
coast. 

_ Agreement allowing Laos to 
transport goods in transit through 
the DRVN. 

_ Protocol on transport of 
goods for Laos in the 1974-75 
dry season· 

- Protocol on making repairs 
to Route 7 between the Viet Nam~ 
Laos frontier and Salaphoukhoun. 

_ Agreement on gratis aid from 
the DRVN to Laos in goods such 
as rice, cloth, medicament, ce­
ment. salt, films, etc. 

- Protocol on the DRVN's 
grant of 100 scholarships to Lao 
students for the two academic 
years of I974 - 75 and 1975-76. 

Commenting on the conclusion 
of the above documents, Vice­
Minister for Communication and 
Public Works, Humphan Sayasit, 
Deputy Head of the Provisional 
Government of National Union's 
Economic Delegation, said: 
"When we consider the economic 
situation of the DRVN we see 
that this is an assistance that 
comes from the heart. The aid is 
of great political significance for 
the future of the Lao economy 
and will help further develop the 
friendly relations between the two 
countries." (VNA. Oct. 13.1974). 
In its broadcast on the evening 
of October II. 1974. Vientiane 
Radio remarked: "The Agree­
ments which have been signed 
are designed to help Laos over­
come the present privations in 
the people' s life and to carry out 
economic rehabi'itation and long­
range post-war national construc­
tion." 

With the US imperialist inter­
vention and aggression defeated, 
there is no longer any obstruction 
to the nations on the Indochina 
peninsuJa developing friendly re­
lations and mutual co-operation, 
in the spirit of respect for each 
other's independence and sover­
eignty. The recently established 
links between the DRVN and 
the Kingdom of Laos are clearly 
beneficial to both countries and 
to peace and security in the re­
gion. They will surely grow mc1re 
and more close. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS: 

The Saigonese parliamen­
tarians still have full freedom 
to engage in politics - but 
only within four walls. Out­
side, they may find that they 
have lost their immunity and 
that misfortune is lying in 
wait for them at street corners· 

That "clarification" was 
made by Thieu on November 
I2 in a speech delivered at the 
Saigon Ministry of Informa­
tion. 

"The legislators are only 
granted immunity in their 
offices, " he said. "They can­
not disturb public order by 
carrying politics (sic) onto the 
streets. " 

In the same speech, he 
reminded everyone that the 
place of Catholic priests is 
"in their churches," the place 
of Buddhist bonzes is "in their 
pagodas" and the place of 
deputies is "in the National 
Assembly. " 

So that is where the rub is ! 

For the last three months, 
the to\vns and cities under 
Thieu's control have been in 
effervescence. Catholics, Bud­
dhists, deputies and senators, 

Nn 3I - December 1974 

Accompanied by the 
DRVN Ambassador 
to Laos, Le Van 
Hien, the King of 
Laos Sri Savang Vat­
thana and Prince Sou­
phanouvong visit the 
V ietnarncse pavilion 
at the That Luong 
Fair In Vientiane 
(October 30, I974)· 

Advice to Parliamentarians: 
No Immunity on the Public Highway! 

writers. journalists, intellec­
tuals and students and other 
section s of the population have 
turned out into the streets for 
meetings and demonstrations 
against Thieu's regime de­
scribed by them as dictatorial, 
corrupt and bellicose. 

The Popular Movement 
against Corruption has been 
instigated by the Catholics. 

The Movement for National 
Reconciliation by the Bud~ 
dhists. 

The Movement for Freedom 
of the Press and Publication 
by the journalists. 

Then, to mention only the 
best-known, there is the Front 
Against Famine and the Move­
ment for the Implementation 
of the Paris Agreement. It's 
the mass movement that 
frightens Thieu, for it poses 
a serious threat to his regime. 
And he did not wait till his 
warning was uttered before 
beginning to crush the opposi­
tion. 

On October 3I. when Cath­
olics met under the leader­
ship of a priest in Tan Sa 
Chau church, Saigon, to con-

demn corruption, Thieu sent 
his police there: the reverend 
father and many deputies were 
beaten black and blue. 

On November 2, when social 
injustices were denounced in a 
mass rally at the Catholic 
village of Binh Tuy, Thieu 
police opened fire, killing one 
person and injuring many 
others. 

More recently, an opposition 
deputy was the victim of a 
traffic accident in most du­
bious circumstances. 

All this proves that Thieu is 
only interested in giving his 
subjects democratic liberties ... 
in camera. But in the 
Saigon House of Rf:presenta­
tives Thieu's "democracy" is 
sometimes practised in a 
strange manner. The other 
day, during a heated debate, 
one deputy took out his pistol 
and shot (at the ceiling, for­
tunately l) to silence his adver­
saries. It transpires that this 
impetuous trigger-happy poli­
tician is one of Thieu's men 
bearing the evocative nickname 
of "Nhu bang! bang!". He 
made use of his weapon to de­
fend his boss's policy! 
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The Struggle of 
the Saigon Press 

"NEVER. in the history of the 
world press, has there been 
a situation similar to that 

of the Vietnamese press as regards 
the Dumber of legal actions 
brought against it since the pro­
mUlgation of Law I9-69 on De­
cember 30, 1969 amended on 
August 4, 1972 by Decree-law 
o07/ TT-SLU_ " 

This bitter comment of a Saigon 
barrister, published in the Saigon 
paper Song Than of October 24. 
1974,. gives some idea of the situa­
tion of the Saigon press under the 
Thieu regime. 

Law 19-69 and Decree-law 007/ 
TT-SLU are the two ordinances 
which now govern the Saigon 
press by gagging it. The situa­
tion has become so bad that, in 
order to survive, all journalists 
of whatever tendency have, for 
the first time, made a common 

front and launched an open 
revolt which is still growing 
strongly. 

Of these two laws, it is 
Decree-law 007/TT-SLU which 
is particularly under attack. 
Promulgated in 1972, it amends 
Law 19-69 in a very clearly fas­
cist direction. On the night of 
June 27; 1972, in face of an im­
minent military and political 
catastrophe as a result of the 
general offensive of the revolu­
tionary forces, Thieu succeeded, 
through his henchmen in the 
Saigon" National Assembly," in 
extorting a grant of full presi­
dential powers for a period of six 
months. This gave him a free 
hand to issue about sixty decree­
laws in rapid succession, further 
restricting all so-called .. demo­
cratic liberties" and strengthe­
ning his personal dictatorship. 

Criminals by Presumption 

LAW 19-69 instituted a system 
of security money for the 
press the amount of which 

wa'> increased by Article 4 of 
Decree-law 007.'TT-SLU. Before 
being authorized to publish. a 
daily paper must give a security 
of 20 million piastres and a period­
ical a security of 10 million. 
This obligatory deposit is to pay 
the evel1tual fines levied for any 
breach of the same decree-law. 
This, as Song Than bitterly re­
marked, "is like demanding the 
buyer of a car to give a deposit 
to the Treasury at the time of 
purchase to pay for any 'future' 
contravention of the traffic regu­
lation." 
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At the very least this curious 
stipulation is absurd. It is a 
discriminatory measure against 
the press. compared, for instance, 
..vith the treatment of traders and 
manufacturers who, as Dong 
Phuong. another Saigon paper, 
commented. ff do not have to 
deposit :=my money in anticipation 
of eyentual punishment by the 
tribunal. " Thus, under Thien, 
all journalists are considered as 
potential criminals. 

Decree-law 007 ,TT ·SL U is aim­
ed not only at newspaper directors 
but also at distributors. The secur­
ity money is 5 million piastres 
for dailies and 2.5 million for 
periodicals if the paper is distri-

buted by the director himself 
(Article 37-A) and 50 million if 
the distribution is carried out by 
other people (Acticle 37-B). 
Thieu's design is clearly apparent: 
it will be difficult for the opposi­
tion papers to find distributors. 

Any article liable to endanger 
ff natIOnal security," .. public 
order" or "good morals ,. and 
all offences against Decree-law 
o07/TT.SLU wiiI result in the 
paper's seizure, followed" within 
eight days" by a legal action 
and possible punishments ranging 
from fines of 10,000 to 5 million 
piastres, and one month's to five 
years' imprisonment. The fine is 
automatically deducted from the 
money already deposited but the 
director or distributor of the 
paper is obliged to make good 
the balance of tbe amount" with­
in a fortnight." Otherwise, the 
publication of the paper will be 
regarded as " voluntarily suspE'nd­
ed." and its distribution service 
as ff voluntarily closed down." 
If pUblication of the paper con­
tinues its directors is liable to 6 
months' to 3 years' imprison~ 
ment and a Hne of 500,000 to 5 
million piastres. 

It is specified that the paper 
can be seized before (ir during its 
distribution. If the paper is seized 
for a second time, the Minister 
of the Interior can order its tem­
porary suspension pending the 
decision of the tribunal. 

From January T, 1970 to Sep­
tember 15. 1974, there were 3,°48 
seizures of Saigon daily papers 
and periodicals of which 2,572 
cases were brought before the 
tribunal and 1,835 fined. These 
are the conditions in \vhich Saigon 
journalists have to work-people 
who are, moreover, not "com~ 

munists, "since communism has 
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been outlawed by the 1967 
" Constitution." 

The press, said one Saigon 
daily, must at any moment 
expect "sudden death," "vio­
lent death" or .. slow death," on 
account of the permanent threat 
of seizures' which hangs over its 
head like a sword of Damocles. 

" E very day," the Saigon 
paper Dien Tin wrote, .. towards 
4 p.m. a shudder runs through 
all the editorial offices at the 
thought of possible seizure." 4 
p.m. is the time when the paper 
comes out and distribution begins. 

Law 19-69 requires daily papers 
to send all the drafts of their art­
icles to the Information Service 
two hours before the paper is 
distributed. In his Decree-law 
007-TT jSLU Thieu lengthened the 
time to four hours. The dailies 
submit their drafts at noon so it 
is only at 4 p.m. - if all goes 
well - that the paper can come 
out. Thus it reaches the readers 
in the centre of Saigon toward 
4.30 p.m. and the suburbs at 5 
p.m. The provinces receive the 
papers only the next noon or 
evening, because public transport 
leaving Saigon stops at 4·p·m. 

Therefore if an important event 
takes place at 1 p.m· it will not 
be published for nothing can be 
added or modified to the drafts 
which have a.lready been submit­
ted. Thus a daily newspaper will 
alwa)'s be much later than the 
government radio in news report­
ing. When it is necessary to direct 
or influence public opinion to its 
own advantage, the administra­
tion will be in a favourable 
position. 

It is during the period of four 
hours instituted by Decree·law 
007/ST-SLU that the paper is 

U Begging" journalists 
in Saigo1t (October 10, 

1974)' 

N° 31 - December 197-4 

censured or seized. With regard 
to censorship, the paper Dien Tin 
wrote, on October 31, 1974: "The 
authorities, acting counter to the 
aspirations 0\' the people, have 
maintained and even strengthen­
ed the system of censorshIp. At 
the same time, as they want to 
present a facade of democratic 
liberties to public opinion in the 
country and in the world, lhey 
have chosen another \vord to de­
scribe it: now it is called' .... olun­
tary removal'. Spntences, para­
graphs and pages must not be 

left blank; they are to be filled 
up \vith the words • voluntary 
removal' ... ·voluntary removal' ... 
The authorities want to fool 
public opinion; they are tram­
pling justice underfoot at the same 
time as they are demanding that 
people should respect the law ... 
To demand that a person performs 
an act against his own free will 
while forcing him to describe 
this as a • voluntary' act, such 
behaviour could not be found 
among any person who still pre­
sen'ed a sense of honesty. " 

Seizures, Arrests and Assaults 

L
AW 19-69 and especially 

Decree-law 007; TT-SLU has 
made use of very incorrect 

and sometimes extravagant and 
fantastic interpretations of '\vortls 
such as .. national security, " 
"public order, " .. good morals" 
to legalize every arbitrary act of 
the regime. 

On August 25. 1972, a Saigon 
daily headed one of its articles; 
.. The North Vietnamese and the 
Viet Cong stiffen their position­
An indirect response to President 
Nguyen Van Thieu's speech. " (It 
was about the 156th session of 
the Paris Conference) The daily 
was seized and handed over to a 
military tribunal. In the eyes of 
the officials the sentence .. The 
North Vietnamese and the Viet 
Cong stiffen their position" con­
stituted a .. glorification of the 
communists" and a violation of 
Decree-law 007/TT-SLU. The 
director of the paper was thus 
liable to a sentence of one to five 
years' imprisonment and a fine of 
one to five million piastres and 
the paper could be closed down. 

A few days laler, on August 31 , 

1972 the same paper ran an 
article supporting the railwaymen 
in their demands-a yery moder­
ate demand, in fact, for wages to 
be paid at a fixed date. This issue 
\vas seized and the director was 
brought befOle a military tribu­
nal on a charge of II inciting 
people to commit acts endanger,;. 
mg internal security and public 
order." According to Articles 
28A. 46, 48 and 49 of Law 19 - 69 
as amended by Articles 46, 49 
and 5., of Decree-law 007/TT-
SL U, the offender became liable 
to 1 to 3 years' imprisonment 
and a 1 to 5 million-piastre fine. 

With Law 19.69 and Decree­
law 007 iTT ·SLU Thieu has 
strangled 150 periodicals and is 
threatening the survival of 12 
others. 

Over the past months, the 
Saigon press has launched a move­
ment of struggle against corrup­
tion. Seizures and prosecutions 
have multiplied rapidly. Thus the 
Song Than \vas seized for having 
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given an "inexact nurnbel-" of 
participants in a meeting in Nha 
Trang for the freedom of the 
press and. against corruption. The 
Dien Tin and Song Than were 
seized for having "dramatized the 
p'Jlittcal and social situation in 
South Viet Nam," th:1S "endan~ 
gering national security." These 
two papers and another one were 
brought to trial for having pub­
lished the "Indictment No. I" 

drawn up by certain Catholic 
prir:sts against Thieu. Within the 
space of ten days, September 19 
to 29, 1974, 19 seizures took 
place. The Dien Tin wa'> seized 
four times and fined 5 million 
piastres. On October 3 I, .Mayor 
of Saigon Do Kien ~hieu ordered 

the closing down of the printing 
house of the paper Dien Tin and 
threatened other pUblishing hous­
es which might offer to print the 
paper. 3efon~ that. the printing 
house of the Dai Dan Toe paper 
had also been closed down by 
order of the government. 

The Saigon criminal court sits 
endlessly from one week to the 
next trying offenders of the press 
laws. The director of the SO'l<lR 
Than himself has been brought 
before the court 200 times since 
December 30, 1969. the day when 
Law 19.69 was promulgated. 

A Saigon deputy who is also a 

journalist wrote in the Dien Tin: 
"I am an MP, bq.t the papers 
dare not report my speeches for 
fear of being seized. I am a jour­
nalist, but I cannot write what I 
believe in my heart, because 
several of my articles have been 
seized. " 

Sometimes journalists have 
paid with their lives for their 
revelations of the defects of the 
regime. Thus, the International 
Herald Tribune (If August 28, 
1972 told about the murder of 
the editor of DOHK Phuong during 
a meal in a restaurant with 
members of the editorial board· 

FACTS AND EVENTS 

CAMBODIA When Neo.Colonialz'sm is Laid Bare 
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A
PPLYING the economic 

measures decreed on 
September IS, 1974, the 

Lon Nol puppet administra~ 
tion on September IS, 1974 
floated the riel. and imme­
diately its value dropped from 
420 to 1,200 riels to the dollar. 
This was the fourth devaluation 
and the worst, since March 
18. 1970. The devaluation of 
the riel resulted in a general 
i ncrcase in the prices of various 
staple goods. The price of 
petrol went up from 100 to 
350 riels per litre, a 250% 
increase, while rice not only 
became much more expensive 
but also very scarce. 

Meanwhile, the civil ser­
vants' and soldiers' pay was 
invariably overdue. This led 
to great indignation. 

Starvation spread even to 
monasteries. Previously, twice 
a day, the monks were served 
with free meals by the people. 
Now, the general impoverish­
ment put an end to the tradi­
tional practice and it was 
only with great difficulty that 
the monks could procure 
enough rice to make a light 
porridge for their bare sub­
sistence. Several of them grew 
emaciated from malnutrition. 

Buddhist schools and institutes 
were severely affected; many 
students had to give up their 
studies. In OctobflI I974, the 
monks held several teach-ins 
condemning the reactionary 
authorities for "destroying 
religion" and "robbing the 
poor people of their brea.d." 

Civil servants in many of­
fices refused to attend- the 
" political war" indoctrination 
courses directed by Pan Sothi, 
Vice-Premier in charge of 
education, who had to order 
their suspension for lack of 
student~. 

Starvation in Phnom Penh 
and other cities caused numer­
ous raids on rice stores staged 
with the participation of fami­
shed soldiers. 

On Ovtober 20, 1974. while 
the officers were taking their 
afternoon nap. sixteen soldiers 
joined the people in forcing 
their way into the rice stOIe 
of the officers' mess in Kbal 
Thnal, Phnom Penh. and got 
away with nearly 40 bags of 
rice. Again. on Oct.ober 26, 
1974, the rice store and rice 
shops in Boeng Keng Kang 
market (Phnom Penh) were 
attacked and a quantity of 
rice taken. 

Another raid on a rice store 
took place in Kongpong Thorn 
on October IS and puppet 
General Ek Proeung, Minister 
for General Mobilization, 
Security and Home Affairs. 
had to come in person to settle 
the matter. Similar raids were 
also reported in Kompong 
Cham, and Battambang. 

On October 18, 1974. sol­
diers of Lon Nol's Battalion 
374 in Kompong Speu seized 
the military commander of 
the city and demanded pay­
ment of their salary and 
allowance arrears in exchange 
for his release. To save the 
colonel, General Chantaraing­
sey, commander of the Kom~ 
pong Speu military zone, had 
to drain his headquarters' 
funds and beg for money from 
the American ad visors to get 
the six million riels needed to 
pay the soldiers. 

According to ANI, after t.his 
incident, the American advi­
sors lost their confidence in 
the pu ppet soldiers. They 
began to keep the money bags 
themselves and came in person 
to hand the Lon Nol soldiers 
their pay. The last veil cover­
ing the face of neo-colonialism 
has nO\v been torn away. 
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The paper remarked that this 
unfortunate journalist had spec~ 
ialized in articles about corrup~ 
tion. 

Others. like Ngo Dinh Van. 
Nguyen Thai Lan. Dinh Tu Thuc, 
Hoang Thoai Chan, have been put 
into prison for the same reason. 
The writer Hoang Son was sav~ 
agely tortured by having nail 
driven into his anus. 

Quite recently. when the jour­
nalists were carrying on a fierce 
resistance against confiscations 
by burning their publication, 
they were beaten by the police. 
Thus the director and man­
ager of the lJai Dan Toe were 
beaten up on September 26, I974 
in front of the editorial office, in 
the very heart of Saigon. Vo 
Long Trieu, director of the Dai 
Dan Toe, who is a "deputy to the 
National Assembly" protested to 
the Prime Minister in a letter 
publisbed in his journal: "The 
government's police were not 

cuntent with seizing my papeL 
They roughed up its personnel 
(Medical certificate herewith). I 
myse1f, a deputy to the National 
Assembly of the Hepublic of 
Viet Nam, was roughly treated in 
public. » 

On the night of October 31, 
Thieu's police rushed into the 
headquarters of the Journalists' 
Association in Saigon and man~ 
handled the journalists and depu­
ties present there. 

At least two American corre­
spondents had the opportunity to 
appreciate certain practices of 
Saigon democracy. One of them, 
Heywell of the CBS, appeared in a 
photo reproduced by several 
Saigon dailies: he was seen col­
lapsing on the ground, his face 
twisted with pain, his hand on his 
lower belly, having just been 
kicked by a Thien policeman. His 
crime: having filmed an anti~ 
government demonstration. 

Thl' Press Counter~offensive 

IT is the first time that a large­
~cale counter-offensiye has been 
organized by the Saigon press 

against the Nguyen Van Thieu 
<ldministration. The movement 
started with a decision taken on 
August 31, 1974 by the paper 
Hoa Binh to "commit suicide, JJ 

i.e. to suspend its publication, 
in protest against the seizure of 
the paper by the Thieu authori­
ties. The director of the Hoa 
Binh, a priest, also held a press 
conference to demand abolition 
of Decree-law 007/TT·SLU. By 
this time the movement against 
corruption was already mounting 
rapidly as a result of the publi­
cation by Catholic priests of 
"Indictment No. I" against 
Thieu. On September I, 1974, 
journalists, writers, deputies and 
priests met at the Pen Club to 
protest vigorously against the 
" grave violations of the free 
activity of the press." On Sep­
tember 6 a .. Committee of Strug­
gle for the Freedom of the Press 
and Publication" was set up 
which demanded the ., abolition 
of all restrictions on freedom of 
the press 3nd publication. " Then 
a " Committee of Struggle against 
Seizure and Censorship" was 
created after a " historic" debate 
(the word is the one used by the 
Saigon press) in which religious 
believers and priests, senators 
and members of opposition groups 
participated besides represent a-

N° 31 - December 1974 

tivcs of the press. They openly 
demanded the abolition of Law 
19-69 and Decree-law 007iTT~ 
SLU. 

In spite of police brutalities, 
many dailies burnt their publica­
tions in public instead of letting 
them be confiscated. 

On October 10, Saigon journal­
ists organized a march from the 
Journalists' Club to the Central 
Market with the participation of 
5,000 people from all social strata 
and all branches of activity. 
Heading the march were 400 jour~ 
nalists dressed as beggars asking 
for public charity in order to 
ensuJ'e the subsistence of journal­
ists reduced to famine by Thieu. 

On October 13, all Saigon pa­
pers, except the three controlled 
by Thieu, suspended publication 
to protest against the press con­
trol system of the Thieu admin­
istration. 

Starting from October 21, the 
Saigon dailies decided to boycott 
the press conferences held by the 
government and refuse to repro­
duce news coming from govern­
ment sources. The jour.ualists and 
writers unanimously decided to 
boycott the "Literature and Art 
Prize of the President of the 
Republic. " 

On October 23, three journal­
ists' organizations demanded t.he 
dismissal of Hoang Duc Nha, 

Thien's close rclatll;e aTill .:'IIinis­
ter of Infol"lllation, who wa<.; 
regarded as the "hangman" of 
the press. 

Heacting against the seizure of 
papers which had published "In­
dictment NO.1, JJ the journalists 
took the initiative in organizing 
"\vhat they called 'f spoken news~ 
papers, .. i.e., people going around 
with loud-speakers publicising the 
text of the Indictment and other 
news on the struggle against 
Thien. 

On November I, the anniversa­
ry of Ngo Dinh Diem's downfall, 
the journalists once more suspend­
ed all publications to mark the 
"Victimized Press Day." 

Upon Thieu's attempt to ap­
pease the press movement· (by~ 
dismissing Hoang Duc Nha and 
promising to modify the press 
control system) the journalists, 
through the Association of News­
paper Directors, met in Saigon on 
November 9 and announced their 
firm decision to carryon the 
struggle till all their demands 
had been satisfied. 

The struggle is not that of the 
press alone. It is co~ordinated 
with and supported by their move­
ments, among them the People's 
Movement Against Corruption, 
the Forces of National Reconci­
liation, the People's Movement 
for the Implementation of the 
Paris Agreements, etc. 

A Saigon MP has described this 
struggle in an article pl1blished 
in the Dien Tin: "The current 
struggle of the press is aimed not 
simply at the abrogation of a few 
laws and decrees, but at the 
abolition of a whole policy. This 
is not a struggle of the press 
alone for the prerogatives of 
directors and editors of ne"\vspa~ 
pers, but a struggle of the whole 
people for new conditions in 
which they can exercise their 
right to self-determination, with 
a view to achieving national 
reconciliation .. " 

The journalists' movement for 
their legitimate rights is intf!Erat­
ed with the struggle of all social 
strata of the people in the cities 
of South Viet Nam for a common 
end: the overthrow of the Thieu 
regime, the formation of a govern­
ment standing for peace, national 
concord and the strict implemen­
tation of the Paris Agreement -
that is, an end to US neo-colonial­
ism in South Viet Nam. 

The movement of the journal~ 
ists, like the general movement 
of the urban population, is irre­
versible. 

MAr HO 

17 



r 

Washington and the Fate ... 

(Conti"ued from page I r) 

In Sa.igon, political parties 

were mushrooming. at loggerheads 

with one another· In mid· 

1964, 22 parties were active and 

I z others had applied for regis~ 

tration, Most of them were tmy 

groups, loosely organized, with 

leaders but no members and 

branch organizations. The bigger 

ones were torn by dissension. The 

Dai Viet party alone had split 

into four sections each following 

its own political lines, None at 

these minute parties had any 

mass base and they were not polito 

ical forces; even Khanh declared 

that these parties were simply 

interested in "defending their 

personal interests." (Z4) President 

Johnson wrote in this connec~ 

tion: "While political confusion 

dominated the ~cene in Saigon ... 

I had moments of deep discour­

agement, times when I felt the 

South Vietnamese were their own 

worst enemies. The South Viet­

namese often seemed to have 

strong, impulse towards political 

suicide. TlJt:y had great trouble 

trying to get together to govern 

themselves." (25) 

As they could not rely on the 

political pa.rties for the implanta­

tion of their neo-colonialist policy, 

the American authQrities were 

anxious to set up in Saigon an 

organized military dicta.tor::.hip. 

In July 1964. Maxwell Taylor 

succeeded Cabot Lodge as ambas­

sa.dor in Saigon; he gave strong 

backing to Khanh and the ruling 

junta who were clamouring for a 

"March North" as a move to 

support the US bombing d North 

VietNam. After the" Tonkin Gulf 

Incident" (August 5. I964), on 

August I5, 1964 the commanders 

of the puppet army approved a 

constitutional "charter" '\vhich 

stressed the leading role of the 

army in the management of the 

State. 

The Young Turk. 

A
FTER discarding General 

Duong Van Minh from the 

political arena for the last 

time and superannuating the 

other generals (Don, Xuan, Kim) 

who had made the coup to over­

throw Ngo Dinh Diem, the 

younger generals, known as the 

" Young Turks," including 

Nguyen Khanh, Nguyen Chanh 

Thi, Nguyen Van Thieu, Nguyen 

Cao Ky, Nguyen Huu Co and 

Tran Thien Khiem, took over the 

government, Who were they? 

They too had served in the 

French army but at lower ranks 

than the older generals. After 

I954 they had been groomed by 

the Americans and promoted to 

high ranks. Nguyen Van Thieu 

is typical: in 1950 he ,·;.-as still 

an orderly to the French general 

Vannuxem, a paratroop command~ 

er of the French expeditionary 

corps and a reactionary officer 

known for his cruelty. A squad­

ron leader in the Air Force in 

I954, he was promoted to colonel 

in I955 and put in charge of the 

Dalat military school. After going 

through a course at the military 

schools of Leavenworth and Fort 

Benning in the US, he was given 

the job of Deputy Chief of Staff 

and soon named as commander of 

oue of the army corps. 
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In the eyes of the Americans, 

the" Young Turks" were not so 

pro-French as the older officers; 

they were professional soldiers 

who could be used to build a new 

US~controlled
 l-egime and, better 

still, would willingly accept the 

introduction of GIs into South 

Viet Nam, Adventurers and 

opportunists, they had grown rich 

with the war and regarded 

\\'ct.rfare as their l'aiS01t d'etre, 

They thus became the most 

faithful servants of the Americans, 

devoted heart and soul to the US 

war of aggression. As in Latin 

America, Turkey, Greece, South 

Korea, 1ndonesi.a, Thailand, in 

South Viet Nam only the revolu­

tionary organizations are strong~ 

ly organized and have deep roots 

among the masses, thus there is 

nothing but the puppet army with 

tight organization and discipline 

that can serve as a prop for the 

reactionaries. The CIA agent 

Edward Lansdale, Who had pla.yed 

a decisive role in setting up the 

Diem regime, recognized that, as 

the only organization [in South 

Viet Nam} with a communications 

system covering the whole coun­

try, since the telecommunications 

network had not been damaged 

in the war, the [puppet} army 

was in a position to send orders 

to all units in the country and 

take disciplinary measures, which 

was something civilian autbori~ 

ties could not do (26). That is 

why, as early as the days of the 

Diem administration. the prime 

concern of the Americans was to 

lay hands on the puppet army 

and to tUrn it into a dependable 

counter-revolutionary instrument. 

When the militarist dictatorship 

had been rigged up, the remain­

ing question was to find a.mong 

the "Young Turks" the man 

best able to head that war ma­

chine. 
Khanh l.-va.s an excessively am­

bitious man. At one time he held 

four important posts in the 

administra.tion and army and he 

had many enemies on account of 

his offensive barrack· room man­

ners. Capitalizing on a misuse of 

his authority, Maxwell Taylor 

forced him to resign (27)· 

On June '4, '965, the young 

generals set up the National 

Leadership Council and formed a 

"war cabinet" with Nguyen Van 

Thieu as Head of State, Nguyen 

Cao Ky as ~rime Minister and 

Nguyen Huu Co as Defence 

Minister. This occurred at a time 

when the special war had failed 

and many L~S ground combat 

units had been sent in and put 

in defensi ve position around Da 

Nang and north of Saigon. Thieu 

and Ky decreed a state of war in 

the whole country, forbade meet­

ings and demonstrations and 

closed down many newspapers. 

They threatened to kill tens of 

thousands of people if necessary 

to keep order and had a sand­

bagged execution ground erected 

in Saigon to deal with those who 

stood against the regime. To 

legalize the presence of GIs 

already brought to South Viet 

Natn, one of their first tasks was 

to make an official request to the 

White House for the dispatch of 

large numbers of GIs and satel­

lite troops to South V~t Nam (28). 

The introduction of GIs into 

the country and the fascist meas­

ures taken by Thien and Ky 

could not improve their situation 

on the battlefield. On the con­

trary, the Saigon regime had to 

cope with a new political crisis 

with the uprising, in autumn 

I965, of the people in the Central 

Highlands who demanded an 

autonomous state and the seces­

sionist mdvement in Hue and the 

provinces of Central Trung Bo in 

the summer of 1966. These prov­

inces were under the control of 

the First Army Corps whose com· 

mander, Nguyen Chanh Thi, the 
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government representative in this 
region, wanted to make use of 
the anti- Thieu-Ky movement 
there to force the Americans to 
discard them and bring him to 
power, However, with the agree­
ment of the GS Embassy in 
Saigon, Thieu and Ky dismissed 
Thi. Thi then prodded the leaders 
of the student and Buddhist 
movement, including some offi­
cials of the puppet admillistra­
tioB, to launch an uprising against 
Thieu ann Ky and declare seces­
sion from the central administra­
tion in Saigon. Remarkably 
enongh, many units of the army 
corps and the divisions stationed 
there sided with the movement, 
which was strengthened by the 
combined action of many or­
ganizations in Saigon ancI other 
prodnces, especially from the 
Buddhist and students. These 
were clays of great danger for the 
militarist regime. Nevertheless 
Thieu and Ky managed to send 
marines to Da Nang and Hue to 
quell the Buddhist and student 
movement and put down the 
resistance of the dissident troops. 
How were they able to stay in 

power? The main reason was 
that they were strongly supported 
by Washington as the tools who 
would implcnient the US plan of 
war. At the Honolulu conference, 
held on Feuruary 7, 1966, Presi­
dent Johnson declared that he 
gave total support to Thieu and 
Ky (29). Futhermore he used 
US military forced to strengthen 
the regimt" of the Saigon junta. 
In fact, the presence of two hund­
red thousand G Is amI satellite 
troops in South Viet Nam at 
that time was di<;courag('ment for 
any puppet generals who might 
desire to engineer a coup d'etat 
in Saigon. It was the VS Em­
bassy which had given orders to 
Thieu and Ky to send combat 
troops to Da Nang to crack down 
on the opposition forces (30) Hnd 
the US Command had supplied 
them with helicopters for the 
transport of marines to fight the 
dissident units. But whereas the 
street demonstrations, hunger­
strikes and self-immolatiom; in 
1963 against Diem had yielded 
results, this time conditions had 
changed and the opposition move~ 
ment did not succeed. 

Thieu or Iy? 

THERE were many contradic­
tions among the generals as 
a result of the struggle for 

power going on within the ranks 
of the Young Turks. Purges were 
frequent. In May 1965, the Army 
Council pensioned off nine gener­
als and dismissed seventy high­
ranking officers. In August 1965, 
other generals, including Khanh, 
who did not see eye to eye with 
the ruling j1mta were discarded. 
In the summer of 1966, after the 
secession movement in Central 
Trung Bo, Nguyen Chanh Thi and 
Ton That Dinh were discharged. 
The power was in the hands of 
Thieu, Ky and Co, the latter 
being Minister of National De­
fence. However, as Co, working 
hand in glove with some army 
corps commanders, was scheming 
to overthrow Thien and Ky, he 
was fired by the latter on the 
ground of corruption. 

With regard to civilians in the 
opposition, on the orders of the 
US, Thieu and Ky rigged up 
" political congresses" (April 
1966), military-civilian councils 
and organized fraudulent elections 
to a "Constituent Assembly" 
(September II, r966) to make a 
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show of democracy. A "constitu­
tion" was drafted and hastily 
adopted by the Assembly in one 
night. After overcoming the oppo­
sition of some "deputies" by 
resorting to such acts as murder­
ing the most active members of 
the opposition such as Tran Van 
Van (January 1967), Thieu and 
Ky prepared for the presidential 
elections scheduled for September 
1967. But both of them wanted 
to head the puppet administra­
tion. A bitter quarrel broke out 
which jeopardized the existence 
of the new military regime and 
caused great misgivings in Wash­
ington. According to L.B. John­
son.- .. If rivalry broke out 
between the two leaders, no one 
could forecast what might bap­
pen. A split in the military 
forces caused by conflicting loyal­
ties to the two men could have 
disastrous consequences. " (31) 

At the Guam conference Presi­
dent Johnson reiterated his 
choice of personnel and made it 
clear that he would not forgive 
any scramble for power which 
was likely to impede the US war 
efforts. In fact, with the presence 

of 400,000 GIs and after two 
strat('gic offensives in the dry 
seasons of 1965-1966 and 
t966-1967, the situation in the 
,.var front had not improved in 
favour of the US. Washington 
wanted to a void at all costs any 
break-down in the pu ppet war 
machine. Implementing johnson's 
policy, Ambassador Bunker made 
it clear that Thieu and Ky should 
stand for election on the same 
ticket with Thieu as the princi~ 
pal candidate (32). Then, in a 
stormy debate among the ruling 
junta, Ky ,vas forced to put aside 
his personal am bitions and accept­
ed this on condition that he could 
appoint the Prime Minister 
(Nguyen Van Loc). Meanwhile 
WaShington, continuing a method 
dear to it, usrd Ky to keep a 
check on Thieu. 

Why did the US opt lor Thieu ? 
Ky, though zealous, was a cyni­
cal playbOY, a typical hooligan in 
the eyes of the public, whereas 
Washington wanted the Saigon 
regime' to show a clean face, to 
have a more presentabl@ Head of 
State. Thieu was clever and cun-' 
ning, he showed more moderation 
in the quarrel within the ruling 
circle and finally came out victo­
rious. 1-10reover, born in South 
Viet Nam, he could put up a 
f, nati~e" face which was to the 
liking of the Americans, who 
wanted to give the Saigon regime 
a facade of independence and 
freedom. 

When the issue of the presi­
dential elections in September 
1967 had been decided at Guam, 
any other candidates such as Au 
Truong Thanh and Truong Dinh 
Dzu could be arrested and jailed 
at any time, and Nguyen Van 
Thieu v.'as now the most loyal 
man in Washington's eyes (33)' 

The general offensive launched 
by the liberation armed fbrces at 
Tet 1968 was a !O:evere blow to 
the Thien regime. The Pentagon 
hurriedly sent in reinforcements 
and compelled Thieu to decree a 
general mobilization. 

In ~Iarch 1968, when the NFL 
offensive was in full swing in 
Saigon, Ky and his men were 
meeting at Cholon to prepare a 
coup against Thieu. Suddently an 
American helicopter fired a roc­
ket at the meeting place, causing 
many casualties among Ky's men. 
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The coup \ .... as nipped in the bud 
(34). Thieu then thinned O:.lt 
Ky's supporters in the govern­
ment and replaced puppet Pre­
mier Nguyen Van Loc by Tran 
Van Huang. But by this time, 
the US had already scented de­
feat in Viet Nam. Johnson's 
advisers had realized that "the 
policy was a failure and must be 
changed .. , \35). Washington tried 
to pull out its troops and to 
"Vietnamize the war." 

To implant its nco·colonialist 
policy III South Viet Nam, 
Nixon, who succeded Johnson as 
President of the United States, 
has waged the bloodiest war 
ever known in history. He 
has been using the most up-to­
date technique and the maximum 
fire power in order to annihilate 
the material and human resources 
of the patriotic forces, suppress 
all sign of life in the liberated 
areas and check the assistances 
coming from the North in order 
to make the resistance of the PRG 
impossible. The puppet adminis­
tration and army were strengthen­
ed and the control of the Saigon­
held areas tightened, chiefly by 
successive bloody" pacification " 
operations. The leading role was 
now played by the puppet army 
which had been modernized by 
the Pentagon and enlarged to 1. 1 

million men in the regular forces, 
3·5 million" bao an" and" dan 
ve" of the people's self-defence 
units and 120,000 policemen. The 
regular forces were stationed in 
8,000 posts built aU over the 
country. The police was present 
everywhere even do\vn to the 
hamlet level. The administratiye 
apparatus was militarized and, in 
successiye putsches, Thieu plant­
ed his men at all levels. Govern_ 
ment representatives in the 
tactical areas and the highest 
authorities at province and dis­
trict levels were army officers, 
who assumed command of both 
administrative and military or­
ganizations. Since the end of 
1972, the army officers have also 
taken charge of the rural police 
and the administration of villages, 
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hamlets and town-quarters; the 
administrative and police machine 
has been streamlined from the 
central level to the grassroots. 

With such an apparatus, 
Nguyen Van Thieu helped the 
Americans to execute their stra­
tegic plans and to repress the 
political struggle of the towns· 

people. Many leaders in the 
Buddhist and student movement, 
members of the opposition and 
even those who had formerly 
closely collaborated with Thieu, 
have been molested. This situa­
tion has enabled the US to grad­
ually rep atriate the GIs while 
maintaining neo-colonialism in 
South Viet Nam. 

Does Thieu Remain an Efficient Tool? 

EARLY in 1972, the liberation 
armed forces attacked simul­
taneously on several fronts. 

The plan to pacify the Mekong 
Delta and the coastal plains in 
Central Viet Nam, together with 
the Thieu regime and Nixon's 
plan of Vietnamization of the war 
were in jeopardy. Nixon was com­
pelled to bring in the Seventh 
Fleet and the Strategic Air Force 
in Southeast Asia to save Thieu, 
to re-Americanize the war, and 
bomb the DRVN for the second 
time. On his part, Nguyen Van 
Thieu availed himself of this op­
portunity to force the "Nation­
al Assembly" to give him 
special powers which would con­
solidate his position. Under the 
pretext of "ensuring national 
security" he signe<t about sixty 
decrees forbidding street demon­
strations and meetings, strangling 
freedom of the press and checking 
the activities of political parties. 
His aim was to neutralize all 
opposition, especially to suppress 
the third political force which 
was developing in opposition to 
his regime. Thieu concentrated 
more and more powers in his own 
hands and trusted only his close 
proteges and relatives such 
as Hoang Duc Nha, Ngo Khac 
Tinh, Dang Van Quang. 

Nixon delayed signing the Pa­
ris Agreement as long as possible 
so as to enable him to send rapid 
reinforcements to Thieu and cause 
the maximum bombing damage 
on North Viet Nam. From Octo­
ber 1972 until January 1973 a 

vast airlift poured billions of 
dollars of armaments into South 
Viet Nam. It was then that Thieu 
declared his "four noes" (no collab­
oration with the PRG, no accep­
tance of neutrality, no national re­
conciliation, and no partitioning of 
South Viet Nam, i.e. non-recogni­
tion of the areas liberated by the 
resistance forces). 

No sooner had the Paris Agree­
ment been initialled than Nixon 
reiterated, on January 23, 1973' 
that the Thieu regime was "the 
sole legitimate government of 
South Viet Nam.·' This is a 
clear expression of the attitude 
of the United States and 
the Saigon regime toward the 
Agreement signed on January 27' 
1973. The failure of "Vietnamiza­
tion" had forced Nixon to sign this 
document and recognize the exis­
tence of the PRG, the PLA.F and 
the liberated areas, but he in­
tended to continue the "Viet­
namized "war. Washington's mil­
itary and strategic position was 
weakened but it still possessed a 
huge quantity of ~ar materials. 
Thus Nixon still nursed the hope 
that, ,,,,jth a few billion dollars of 
military a.nd economic aid to the 
Saigon regime every year, with 
the maintenance of some thou­
sands of military advisers dis­
guised as civilians and a deterrent 
force in Southeast Asia and with 
a docile puppet administration, he 
could still keep Saigon in the US 
orbit. That is why Thieu has 
systematically sabotaged the 
Paris Agreement, and kept South 
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Viet Nam in a state of war. 
"Everything remains as it was 
before. Nothing has changed," 
he declared ()6). Thieu's armed 
forces are kept at a level of I. I 
million, and the police force of 
over 200,000 is one of the largest 
in any country in the "free 
world"; he maintaius all the 
anti-democ[<ttic laws, fills the 
prisons to capacity and prevents 
the "refugees" from returning 
to their villages. His regime is a 
product of the US aggressive war 
and \vill last as long as Washing­
ton persists in its warlike policies. 
In twenty months after the signing 
of the Paris Agreement, the US 
has paid a high price for the 
continuation of the Viet Nam war. 
The encroachment upon the liber-
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ated areas has been dealt heavy 
blows by an opponent who has 
grown much stronger than it was 
before. Since last autumn, the 
Saigon army has had to fall back 
on the defensive. The" pacifica­
tion" operations hove been coun­
tered in the Mekong Delta and 
other regions and hundreds of 
thousands of peasants who 
found it impossible to live in 
the concentration areas have 
returned to their native lands· 
The political, economic and 
social situation is gloomy in 
the Saigon-controlled zone and 
the disaffection with the re_ 
gime is daily growing. PresL 
dent Ford wishes to follow 
in Nixon's footsteps but the con­
tinuation of US involvement in 
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T had lost confidence in him as suck 
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Viet Nam has angered the Ameri­
can people and Congress. The 
whole basis of Thieu's is crump 
bling, and even the Catholic 
Church keeps its distance. In Sai­
gon an almost unanimous move­
ment is demanding the overthrow 
of Thieu and the setting up of a 
government ready to strictly im­
plement the Paris Agreement. 
More than ever before, Thieu's 
fate depends on what the Ameri­
cans decide: either to continue 
the present policy or to amend 
or chi:l.llge it. 
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The Battles of Hanoi 
All throngh its hist01'Y, Hanoi, whose liberation from the 

French colonialists 2U years ago (October 10, I954) has ;"st been 
commemorated, Itas had to cope ,-iJitlt the powerful military jorces of 
foreign cDumfries. In the 13th centu.ry, three large-scale invasions by the 
Ynan 'were smashed. mainly in the enVirons 'of Thang Long. In the 
spring of 1789. '(;)ith the historic victory at Dong Do. on the oHtskirts of 
Hanoi, the Tay Son foras inflicted heavy defeat on 200,000 TS1"ng 
troops. 

At the end oj the {gth century, Hanoi, like the rest of Viet Nam, 
felt into the hands of the F?cnclt colonialtsts, and remaiHed nndey thnr 
rule u,ntil the Revolution 0/ Au,g'l£st 1945 and the. snbsequcnt fonndillg oj 
tflll Detnocratic RepldJlic 0/ Viet Nam. Afterwards. Hanoi participated 
in the national resistance against the French and the A~lIericans. 

1873 - 1882, THE FALL OF HANOI 
out their first military inter­
vention in Tonkin. IN 1802, the opening year of the 

Nguyen dynasty, Thang Long 
lost its position as the ca.pital 

of feudal Viet Nam. The capital 
was transferred to Hue, in Cen~ 
tral Viet Nam, and in 1831 the 
name Thang Long Wi.LS also 
Changed to Hanoi. 

The French colonialists, \ .... ho 
by 1870 had got a foothold in 
Cochinchina (now South Viet 
Nam), tried to penetrate into 
Southwest China by the Red 
River. 

"The opening of this route 
brings more than 5G million peo~ 
pIe into direct contact with Eu­
ropean civilization, creates a new 
and immense outlet for our prod­
ucts and establishes, in the 
proximity of Saigon, an easy and 
not very expensive communica-

tion with the ' .... ealthiest countries 
in the world hitherto entirely cut 
off from foreign trade." (r) 

In 1872 a convoy led by the 
French merchant Jean Dupuis 
without any authorization from 
the Court of Hue sailed up the Red 
Ri ver to Yunnan to sell guns and 
munitions. After selling aU his 
merchandise, Dupuis returned to 
Hanoi with enormous demands: 
a concession within Hanoi itself, 
freedom of movement along the 
Red River, freedom to buy Viet­
namese salt and coal to be sold 
in Yunnan, and so on. 

Embarrassed and frightened at 
the French lr.erchant's arrogant 
attitude, the Court of Hue turned 
to the French officials in Saigon 
for help. This offered a golden 
pretext for the French to carry 

The French colollialist troops attacking the Southeastern gate 
of Hanoi Cz'tadet (November 20, 1873) 
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On November 3, 1873, a French 
flotilla with about 200 troops on 
board, under the command of 
Captain Francis Garnier, anchored 
at Hanoi harbour. Outwardly, 
he declared that his task was to 
settle the "dispute between Du­
puis and the Court of Hue", but 
in fact, he g,)t into contact ·with 
the forces of Dupuis and with thp. 
French CathoHc missionaries in 
Hanoi, among them Pug-inier. 
When his absurd demands­
freedom of movement, abolition 
of customs duties levied by the 
Vietnamese Court, and land for 
garrisoning tteir troops - were 
turned down by the Court of Hue, 
Francis Garnier sent an ultima~ 
tum to Nguyen Tri Phuong who 
was in command of the forces 
defending the Hanoi citadel. Even 
before the deadline of the ultima· 
tum had expired, Garnier ordered 
his troops to open fire and, on 
November 20, 1873, the first 
shells fell into the citadel of Hanoi. 

GeneraUy speaking, the resist­
ance of the troops of the Court 
of Hue against this first attack 
by the French was weak. The 
policy of capitulation and concil­
iation applied 15 years ago in 
Cochinchina ,\vas now repeated in 
Tonkin. "Stay QUiet" was the 
advice given by King Tu Due to 
his mandarins when he heard of 
the French attack. 

Nguven Tri Phuong was serious. 
ly wuunded by a shell in the 
very first battle. After taking 
the citadel, the French offered 
him me(lical treatment but be 
refused all care and chose to die 
from starvation. " It is better to 
die peacefully thus, than to live in 
indignity," he told his men. 

In sharp contrast to the attitude 
of the royal Court, the people of 
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Hanoi and of Tonkin as a whole 
had promptly risen up to resist 
the French. The latter found no 
great difficulty in occupying a 
number of provinces around Hanoi 
such as Ninh Binh, Nam Dinh and 
Hai Duong but they found it 
impossible to establish any can· 
tacts with the population who 
refused to sell them rice and food· 
stuffs. Small ambushes were reo 
peatedlyoccurring. 

Under the command of Liu 
Yung-fu (2), the Chinese "Hei 
Ki" (Black Flag) army moved 
from Lao Cai (the northwestern­
most province of Viet Nam) to 
Hanoi to challenge the French. 
The ensuing battle at Cau Giay, 
a southwestern suburb of Hanoi, 
wal a bitter defeat for the French 
with Francis Garnier among the 
dead (December 2I, 1873). 

This event struck fear among 
the French army, as described by 
Jean Du puis: 

"Panic is great in the citadel, 
chiefly among the French. There 
are no more than forty able-bo­
died men and, moreover, several of 
them are exhausted. Apart from 
the deaths there are seven or 
eight wounded. Mr Bain is deeply 
shocked and under the influence 
of the general emotion has decid­
ed to abandon the citadel and 
withdraw to the ships." (3) 

Unfortunately, the Court of Hue 
let the opportunity slip, failing 
to organize any counter-attack. 

The Court's line had all along 
been to negotiate, to beg for 
peace in order to deal with up­
risings in the country. It even did 
its best to undermine the efforts of 
the anti-French resistance forces. 

Following the death of Francis 
Garnier, the complete annihilation 
of the remnants of French troops 
seemed to be only a matter 
of time. The French themselves 
confessed. this. Still, King Tu Due 
chose to sign a peace treaty in 
1874. Under this pact, the French 
were allowed to station troops in 
Hanoi and Haiphong, and the Red 
Ri ver was opened to French mer­
chants. Hanoi itself, however, 
remained under Ute authority of 
the Court of Hue. 

Drawing experience from the 
first fall of Hanoi, Hoang Dieu, 
the new governor of the capital, 
did not wait for any order from 
the royal Court but concentrated 
on strengthening the city's forti­
fications. In a report to the King, 
he asserted: "How can we trust 
the enemy, after these 10 years' 
application of the peace treaty?" 
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Cau Giay~the Place where Francis Garnier 
was killed in an ambush on December 2I, I873 

.. Thaf: was why," he wrote, 
" since I arrived here three years 
ago, I have constantly trained my 
men and officers, ordered the 
repair of our fortresses, for the 
purpose not only of consolidating 
our territory, but also stopping 
the wolves and jackals coming 
from the outside. 

..... To my mind, Hanoi is the 
throat of the North, a key 
position. If it falls, the other 
places will follow suit. And so, 
I have sent directives to the 
surrounding areas and reported 
what I am doing to the Court, 
asking for more troops in order 
to oppose the enemy effectively. 
I have been surprised to receive 
some edicts which either blamed 
me for taking advantage of my 
military power to intimidate 
my men, or condemned me for 
handling the situation inappro­
priately." (4) 

In violation of the I874 Peace 
Treaty, the French again sent 
troops to Tonkin in 1882, this 
time under the command of 
Henri Hiviere who sent an ulti­
matum to Hoang Dieu, demand­
ing the dismantling of all 
fortifications. The ultimatum was 
rejected, and the French attacked. 

Although he \\'as suffering from 
an illness, Hoang Dieu climbed 
.onto the top wall of the citadel 
to lead the fight against the 
enemy. The governor's bravery 
stimulated men amI officers to 
fight still harder. 

The battle had raged from 8 

a.m. until II a.m. when suddenly 
the ammunition dump inside the 
citadel exploded, as a result of 
treason. As confusion was spread­
ing on the Vietnamese side, the 
French concentrated their attacks 
on the Northern and Western 
Gates of Hanoi. Meanwhile, out­
side the citadel, Hanoi people had 
set fire to every street block in 
an effort to halt the French ad· 
vance. Armed with rudimentary 
weapons, they went in groups to 
all the gates of the citadel, and 
asked for permission to join in 
fighting the enemy. At the same 
time, the people in aU the houses 
beat drums and gongs and tocsins, 
in order to stimulate the defenders. 

About 1,000 other people, arm­
ed with spears, knives and sticks 
gathered in front of the Quang 
Van communal house (now the 
"eua Nam" ~ Southern Gate ~ 
market-place) and, under the 
command (d an old scholilr named 
Dong, they streamed into the 
citadel and asked permission to 
join in the fighting. 

But fire was spreading rapidly 
from the gllnpO\vder dump. The 
Vietnamese troops \vere in dis­
array. Hoang Dil'U himself com­
mitted suicide. Once again, Hanoi 
had fallen to the French. 

~onetheless, the popular fo~ces 
who continued to encircle Hano; 
manaw·d to kill Henri Riviere in 
an ambush at the very place 
where Francis Garnier had fallen. 

In his article "The Comman-
der's Death" published in 
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L'Avenirdt-t Tonkin, Sept. 29, ISS8, 
a contemporary Frenchman, L. 
Yaun, described the terrible fear 
of the French soldiers who had 
narrowly escaped death at Cau 

Giay, .. expecting to meet their 
end" if the Vietnamese had con­
tinued their attacks. Once again, 
however, the Court of Hue missed 
the opportunity to urganize a 
counter-attack. 

1946 - 1947, FICHTINC STREET BY 

STREET FOR TWO MONTHS 

A FTER capturing Hanoi 
(I882), the French set up 
their administrative ma­

chine without waiting for the 
Court of Hue to recognize France's 
"protectorate." In June 1883, 
Bonnal, the first French .. Resi­
dent," was sent to Hanoi. But 
the population refused to collab­
orate. In his memoirs Au Tonkin 
BannaI complained that the city 
had been completely deserted by 
its population and it was very 
dangero;]s for any Frenchman to 
venturI" into its streets. BannaI's 
own authority existed only on 
paper. 

The Hanoi people many times 
rose up to oppose the French 
administration. Dong K inh N gh£a 
TIme (School of the Just Cause) (5) 
(190 7), the" Poisoning Affair in 
Hanoi" (190S) (6), as \vell as the 
bomb attacks on the Coq d'Or 
Hotel (l9l3) (7), all helped to 
arouse public opinion. 

From 1925 onward, many 
workers' strikes took place in 
Hanoi. The proletarian revolu­
tionary movement took shape 
and became most highly developed 
in Hanoi. Thanh. ~Vien each .. ZII(tng 
Dong Chi HO'i (The League of the 
Young Hevolutionaries) _ fore­
runner of the Indochinese Com­
munist Party - was founded in 
Hanoi in r9zH. 

In March 1929, at 5 D Ham 
Long Street, the first communist 
cell was set up. The Vietnamese 
national democratic revolution 
entered a new stage with the 
founding of the Indochinese Com­
munist Party in 1930' During the 
period 193°-1945, the revolution­
ary movement continued to gain 
momentum, culminating in the 
General Insurrection which seized 
power on August 19, 1945. 

The Democratic Repu bhe of 
Viet Nam was established with 
the Declaration of Independence 
read out by President Ho Chi 
Minh in Ba Dinh Square on 
September 2, 1945· This historic 
document was written by Presi. 
dent Ho Chi l\Iinh on a small 
table in a modest house at 48 
Hang Ngang (Transversal) Street, 
one of the busiest commercial 
streets of Hanoi. 
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The Provisional Agreement of 
March 6, 1946 between the Dem­
ocrati.c Republic of Viet NaIll 
and France was sabotaged by the 
colonialists. The French troops 
stationed in Hanoi made repeated 
provocations. By December 1946, 
the situation had become ex­
tremely strained: French soldiers 
fired on Vietnamese troops 
guarding public offices, occupied 
the former Direction of Finances 
(now the site of the Foreign Min­
istry) and demanded the demu­
lition of fortifications in Hanoi. 
In Hang Bun (Rice 00 dleN), 
Street a hundred defenceless 
people, mostly women and chil­
dren, were mown down by French 
machine-gun fire. 

On the night of December 19, 
1946 , artillery fire began to boom 
around Hanoi. The electric power 
was cut off, plunging the whole 
city into darkness. Self· defence 
units felled trees and pulled down 
lamp posts, while the people in 
every quarter and street volun­
tarily brought their own tables, 
chairs, trunks, cupboards and 
other furniture into the streets 
to erect barricades. In Hang 
Bong (Cotton) Street and Hang 
Gai (Hemp) Street merchants 
pushed the goods they were sell­
ing onto the streets: whole 
bales of fabric, raw cotton, 
hemp, etc., and in Bat Su 
(Porcelaine Bowl) Street barri­
cades were made with trunkloads 
of precious chinaware. Mean­
while, a number of Vietnamese 
combat units fanned out to 
destroy nests of reactionaries 
which the French had planted 
beforehand in many street blocks. 
Within hours, many such nests 
had been wiped out. 

"As we desi re peace, we have 
made concessions. But, the more 
concessions we make, the mUl-e 
the French colonialists press on, 
for they are bent on reconquering 
our country. 

" No 1 We would rather sacrifice 
all than lose our country. Never 
shall we be enslaved ~" (8) 

Prior to the outbreak of hostil­
ities, the French had at their 
disposal 6,500 crack legionaries, 

62 tanks and armoured vehicles, 
19 fighter and bomber aircraft 
including Potez and Spitfires, 4 2 
artillery pieces, 5,000 rifles, 600 
light machine-guns, and 180 heavy 
guns. The Vietnamese had just 
built a unified armed force, the 
Ve Quoe Doan (National Guard), 
consisting of five battalions with 
a total of 2,5I5 men, armed with 
only r.500 rifles half of which 
were flintlocks and shotguns, fOllr 
light machine·guns, seven 75 mm 
anti-aircraft guns which had been 
modified to serve as ground 
artillery, one 75 mm mOllntain 
cannon (positioned at Lang vil­
lage), 80 tripod anti-tank bombs 
(a type of bomb devised by Viet­
namese engineering troops, with 
a three· metre long handle and a 
tripOd to support the bomb; a 
man firmly holding the handle 
could dash onto an enemy tank 
to destroy it). For munitions, we 
had only 20,000 bullets and about 
1,000 hand grenades. 

In view of our feeble armament, 
the French Command at first 
estimated that it would not take 
more than 24 hours to seize 
complete control of Hanoi and 
capture the leaders of our govern­
ment. 

On the night of December I9, 
1946 , 300 legionaries, S tanks, ten 
armed half-tracks and two howit­
zers assaulted the Bae Eo Phn 
(North Viet Nam Governor's 
Palace), which is now the Govern­
ment Guest House, just opposite 
the Thong iVhat (Reunification) 
Hotel, where they hoped to find 
some of our top leaders. 

The Palace was then defended 
by a single company of the Na­
tional Guard, reinforced by 20 

workers from the nearby Central 
Post Office. The battle lasted all 
the night of December 19 and 
until the evening of the following 
day, with the defenders fighting 
for each iron railing and each 
window. In the ~nd, the French 
took the empty palace, at the 
cost of 150 men killed or wound­
ed and 4 tanks destroyed. The 
Vietnamese took 45 casualties, 
but the rest withdrew in safety. 

The Bac Bo Phu battle was a 
bad omen for the French" blitz­
krieg" tactics. 

From then on, in each street, 
each quarter, each gate of the 
city, Vietnamese troops, in close 
co-ordination with different strata 
of the Hanoi population, held 
the initiative, intercepting all 
enemy troops and tying them 
down. The 'French wanted to 
break throlJgh the various gates 
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of the capital in order to attack 
and seize the neighbouring prov­
inces, but to no avail. 

Tnwanl the end of December 
1946, the Vietnamese concentrated 
their forces and the French follow­
ed suit with the aim of destroying 
them. The result was the crea· 
hon of one of the fiercest and 
alRa one of the most heroic battle· 
fronts of Hanoi - that of the 
First Section - waged in an an­
cient and very populous quarter 
in the heart of Hanoi. Besides the 
combat forces, more than 40,000 

civilians still remained there. In 
this section, the Trung Doan TIm 
Do (Regiment of the Capital) was 
founded and carried on the fight 
for bvo months, under very hard 
conditions, running short even of 
drinking water as most of the 
wells inside the section had been 
either destroyed or poisoned by 
the enemy. Up to 100 Hanoians 
in their teens· came forward 
to serve as messengers and 200 
\ ... 'omen acted as first-aid nurses 
and cooks. 

On the night of February 17, 
1947, according to plan, the 
" Regiment of the Capital" safely 
withdrew from central Hanoi, to 
the complete surprise of the 
French. Its task - to pin down 
the enemy in Hanoi so that the 
resistance might organize its for­
ces in the countryside - had been 
fulfilled. The French had counted 
on a blitzkrieg. but they now 
faced a long and costly war· 

During the two months of 
fighting in the heart of Hanoi, 
one image stood out - that of the 
death volunteers who dashed 
against enemy tanks with" tripod 
bombs" in their hands. In con­
trast, the French had to shackle 
their tank drivers' legs to their 
seats as was later admitted by a 
captured French soldier. A report 
from AFP de5cribed "how easily 
French troops died, anywhere, 
and at any moment in the streets 
of Hanoi. " 

During the Hghting, tens of 
thousands of people had been 
led by cadres and combatants out 
of Hanoi to safer areas, after 
dodging enemy fire and slipping 
past many enemy positions. 
Many sacrificed their lives heroi­
cally to ensure the safety of the 
evacuees. 

At Tet of that year - the 
Year Dinh Hoi (of the Pig)­
following a national custom, the 
"Regiment of the Capital" did 
not forget to organize "Tet cele-
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bration " for all the combatants 
and other people in the First 
Section. A grand banquet was 
arranged in a private house at 
Hang Chieu (Mat) Street, with 
immaculate table cloths and 
the traditional l~anh chung (glu-

tion0us rice cakes), to which the 
US, British and Chinese consuls 
were invited. This fact alone 
proved the emptiness of the 
French propaganda claim that 
the Vietnamese forces were in a 
" tight spot. " 

1972, DESTRUCTION OF A MYTH 

SEVEN years later, on October 
ro, 19S4, the "Regiment of 
the Capital" returned to 

Hanoi and liberated it from the 
French. But soon the US impe­
rialists, who had stepped into the 
sh(~es of the French colonialists 
in South Viet Nam, launched an 
air war of destruction against 
North Viet _N.am. 

Hanoi itself was bombed for 
the first time in mid-1966. It 
promptly geared itself to fight at 
the same time as carrying on 
production. 

In 1972, the Americans used 
B.S2S, F.IIIS and other ultra­
sophisticated jet aircraft to launch 
massive strikes against Hanoi, 
Haiphong and other heavily popu­
lated areas, in an attempt to turn 
the tide. 

The US air blitz was triggered 
on the night of December 18, 
1972, hours only after Le Due 
Tho's return from Pari.:>. But that 
very night, on a paddy field on 
the fringe of Hanoi, a B·S2 paint. 
ed black, with" SAC" (Strategic 
Air Command) markings, crashed 
after being hit by our A.A. fire. 
At a press conference on Decem­
ber 2l, 1972, Vietnamese and for­
eign journalists were able to see 
the wreckage of the downed B.S2 
and meet its captured crew. The 
huge planes proved to be no in­
vulnerable fortresses or decisive 
weapons as US propaganda had 
boasted. 

Hanoians, like the rest of the 
Vietnamese people, have not 
been intimidated by B.S2S. These 
sophisticated planes were ener­
getically countered by the Viet­
namese anti·aircraft and air force 
combatants, while most of the ci­
vilian population left the city in 
a well organized evacuation to the 
countryside and mountain areas. 
In these evacuation places every­
body continued to work and chil­
dren continued to go to school. 
Those who remained in Hanoi 
were assigned the tasks of fight­
ing and producing, or serving 
fighting and production. This was 
the secret of why, after the 12 

days of massive B'S2 bombing of 
Hanoi, which included the savage 
carpet-bombing of Kham Thien 
and An Duong residential quar­
ters and Bach :\-1ai Hospital, the 
only panic to be seen was that of 
the American pilots. One of these 
admitted: 

'Yes, sir, I sensed dishearten­
ment, even irritation at the bomb­
ing orders No, sir, never before 
had there been such a wretched 
atmosphere at theB.S2 base." (9) 

Air Force Hero Pham Tuan, the 
young Vietnamese fighter pilot, 
who had then flown less than 1,000 
hours (as against the thousands 
flo\'.rD by most of B·52 pilots), 
brought down a B'S2 in an air 
battle on December 27, 197Z. 

The self-defence unit of Factory 
X., lying on the bank of the Red 
River, shot down an F.III, the 
latest creation of the US aero­
nautics industry with the first 
volley of a 12.7mm machine-gun. 
This swing-wing aircraft fell, 
almost intact, near Hanoi, with 
the meters in the CQckpit still 
working. 

In all 34 B.S2S had been shot 
down in North Viet Nam, 23 of 
l.hem over Hanoi. But the most 
bitter thing for the US was 
that: Washington had to halt 
the bombing throughout the Dem­
ocratic Republic of Viet Nam 
and, on January 27. 1973, was 
forced to sign the Paris Agree­
ment on Ending the War and 
Restoring Peace in Viet lS,am with 

(Conh'nued on page 30) 
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us Aid 
to the Saigon Administration 

(Concluded) 

ECONOMIC AID 

A s ,vas saicl before, all uS aid 
programs for the purpose 
of military " support " 

come under the category of 
"economic aid," and most of 
them aTe characterized a-; "project 
programs." Thi!'; type of aid is 
channelkd through tJSAID; the 
US supplies foreign currency (US 
dollars) for Saigon to import US 
goods or to be dta wn from a 
.. counterpart account fund" at 
the Saigon administration's Na~ 
tional Bank and ll<;ed for financing 
projects, paying services or 
granting sCholarships to South 
Vietnamese students i~ the US 
or US satellite countries. Project 
programs are aimed at "support. 
iog" police activities, "pacifica­
tion" operations, logistic:=;, and 
the Scligon tldministrCl.tion's 
military and political activities 
in various localities, thus reducing 
Saigon's expenditure and needs 
of foreign currency. All goorls 
imported under "project prog­
rams" are directly used in 
projects already approved by the 
CS, they do not bring any indirect 
income for the budget, as their 
resale on the home market is 
forbidden and they are not sub­
jected to import taxes. 

From 1965 to T972, US "proj­
ect aid progrrtms" in S04th Vi~t 
Nam cost about 200 million 
dollars <l. year on the average. In 
196 7, they ,vere incrcasecl to 255 
million dollars, but in f973, they 
were reduced to 86. r million 
dollars. In 1974, they may be 
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increased, because as American 
journalists ha"e revealed. the US 
wants La help Thieu bui1d an 
arms and ammunition industry 
in South Viet Nam. 

Among the" p[i)ject aid prog­
rams, " the following are worth 
lloticing: 

1. PulJlic Sa/fty Program, 
started in 1')55, under the res­
ponsibility 01 USAID. 

I-rom I955 to f 96I, it ,vas mainly 
used for the training and building 
up of the Saigon police forces. This 
job Was at first assumed by 
)"ISUG, then by the Public Safety 
Division ,vithin US01d, and 
finally by CSA.ID. l_:nder this 
program. the lIS supplied 200 

advisers and 7.000 specialists in 
police work for the training, 
organization and equipment of the 
Saigon "national police forces" 
from the central to the local level 
including the ~ational Police 
Field Forces (NPFF) specializing 
in the launching of "pacification .. 
operations to destroy the Viet 
Cong infrastructure. 

Over the- past ten years and 
more, the Public Safety Program 
has been entrusted with three 
main tasks: 

a) To rebuild the Saigon "na­
tional police foro's"; 

b) To build a modern system of 
communications for the Saigon 
police from the centmJ level to 
the villages; and 

~) To enlarge 
pnsons in South 
build new ones. 

the C'xisting 
Viet Nam and 

In order to carry out the first 
task, from 1967 to 1972 alone, 
l:SAID gave Saigon 778 million 
dollars and the Deff'nse Depart­
ment furnished 48 million in 
direct aid for the building of the 
NPFF (17)· According to the 
Japanese paper J.[ainichi .)'himhul1 
of April 17, 1974. the CS has 
spent 131,700,000 dollars since 
196 7, in building up and equipping 
the Saigon police forc(>s (IS). 

To carry out the third task, 
during- the same period T967~I972, 
rSAID and the Defense Depalt­
ment allotted 3,438,,)00 dollars 
to Saigon. In 1967, CORDS 
granted an additional "special" 
aid of 100,000 dollars (IQ). 

2.Paci/icatio'n .4 id Program, also 
called the COR~S program. 

CORDS was established in 
196 7 and put under the direct 
command of MACV. VS aid under 
the CORDS pr~ram is aimed at 
organizing, traming. equipping 
and paying the Saigon militia, 
civil guard, and "PllOe-nix" 
groups. It also provides funds for 
the "chien hoi" (20) program 
and other .. pacification" <lctivi­
ties of the Saigon administration. 

Under the CORDS pr0gram, 
from JC)68 to 1970, the rs gave 
Saigon 2·1 billion dollars, not 
counting 300 million dollars of 
aid in Saigon currency taken 
from the "tlational fund." It 
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also paid the I3,300 employees of 
CORDS, nearly half of" whom 
were military personnel. In 1971, 
the liS granted a direct aid of 
700 million dollars, the equivalent 
of 91.6 million dollars in Saigon 
currency taken from the "na~ 
tional funds," also under the 
CORDS program. In reality, the 
pacification aid program i~ "mIlch 
bigger than this, bec::lusc the OS 
considers it a strategic measure 
of prime importance to oppose 
the" people's war" wagt:'"(\ by 
the South Vietnamese revolu­
tionary forces. That is why thp 
US is prepared to pour in all its 
manpower and wealth to bring it 
to success. 2\Iany other grants 
ha.ve be('n madt> by the L"S under 
this he<tding which ha'\'c not so 
far been made public. 

3. Refugee A id Program. 

This program began in 1965 
under the responsibility of 
USAID and later under CORDS. 
It is essentially aimed at 
helping the Saigon adminis­
tration force the people into con­
centration camps and strategic 
hamlets to facilitate control ann 
ccercion and secure a source of 
manpower to replenish the S:tigon 
armed forces. Under this prog­
ra.m, the CS su pplied Saigon 
\vlth about IOO million dollars 
between 1967 and 1970. Besides, it 
gave aid in Saigon currency from 
the" counterpart fund," and in 
food under the" food for peace" 
program, and in goods, medicine, 
etc., under other forms of eco­
nomic aid. 

4. Public Works Program MId 
Technical Support Program. 

These two programs have been 
actively carried out ever since 
1965, when US troops 'were first 
massiw,:ly introduced into South 
Viet Nam. The amount of aid 
supplied by USA ID and the 
Defense Department was used to 
build such big military ports as 
Saigon. Da Nang, Cam Ranh, 
Nha Trang, Vung Tau, etc., a 
system of strategic roads and 
bridges, railroads, a network of 
military communications, garri­
sons, and dom('!stic conveniences, 
electricity and water supply in 
military and housing areas. 

At present, these roads and 
ports are used for military pur­
poses, but in the US calculatio:1s, 
they will sen'e uS future eco­
nomic penetration, investment, 
exploitation, and construction 
after the cessation of hostilities. 
The total amount of aid has not 
been ascertained because the aid 
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items are too complicated and 
are concealed by the es and the 
Saigon administration. Accord­
ing to the "Aid Congressional 
Presentation," only these figures 
(in millions of dollars) are 
kno\\'n: 

Items 

out that this aid reached 5,154.9 
million dollars in ten years 
(1964- 1974)' 

Another form of US economic 
aid to the Saigon administration 
is the" Food for Peace" program 

Fiscal year 

I97 1 e5:;~:te -r:~:-
---------1-·--- ----I 

Public works (engineering) 
Technical support 

Another kind of aid, not less 
important, of the US economic 
aid to Saigon is the Commercial 
[commodity J Import Program 
(CIP). It is a grant-aid of foreign 
currency (US dollars) given to 
the Saigon administration so that 
it may import goods from the 
US and" allies" designated by 
the US. Thanks to this aid, the 
Saigon administration can cover 
its international payment for 
annual imports, which far exceed 
its exports (21), it can also secure 
a direct income for its budget in 
t he following manner: 

- The TJS supplies dollars for 
Saigon to import goods approved 
by the US. 

- Importers, authorized by tbe 
Saigon administration and ap­
proved by the US, can pay in Sai­
gon currency at the oHicial rate of 
exchange. This money is deposited 
in the "count.erpart fund" at 
the Saigon National Bank, to be 
used by the Saigon administra­
tion mostly for military purposes. 

- The Saigon administration 
levies import-taxes and local 
taxes when the imported goods 
under elP are sold to the 
population. The money derived 
from taxf'S is used for budget 
expendi tUl"e. 

Before 1968, US aid under CIP 
amounted to about 200 million 
dollars a. yea!". From 1969 to 1972 
it reached roughly 400 million 
dollars a year. In 1973, it was 
300 million do1lal's and the same 
figure is estimated for 1974- Ac­
cording to the data of the "CS 
Congress, the total US aid under 
CIP to Saigon from 1955 to 
1972 amounted to nearly three 
billion dollars, and 376 million 
dollars in 1973 (22). However the 
Indochina Resource Center (No. 
4, March I, 1974), has worked 

8·5 
29·8 

5·5 
26,9 

I5·S 
22.2 

through which the US Depart­
ment of Agriculture supplies sur­
plus food to Saigon. This food is 
sold or donated to" humanita­
rian" social or medical [Red 
Cross] organizations in Saigon. 
Formerly this aid program was 
called " Public Law 480 " 
(PL 480) or" Agricultural Trade 
Development and Assistance Act 
of 1954" - an act intended for 
third world countries, particularly 
those which were short of food. 
PL. 480 was renamed" Food for 
Peace" by President J .F, Kenne­
dy in 1961. 

"Food for Peace"' is divided 
into three titles. Titles 2 and 3 
are destined to provide "social 
relief" for victims of natural 
calamities, refugees, war victims, 
hungry people, victims of epidem­
ics, etc. Title I accounts for 70 
per cent of the "Food for Peace" 
and consists of US surplus f09d 
such as rice, wheat, sugar, milk, 
tobacco, etc. Saigon imports these 
commodities with the dollars sup­
plied by USAID. in return, it 
pays back the US Treasury Ac­
count in local currency (the pias· 
tff') _ This is used by the US to 
"support" Saigon's military bud­
get and to cover the expenditures 
("If US services in South Viet Nam. 

From 1965 to 197:2, on the aver­
rage the US prOVided 100 mil­
lion dollars of aid per year under 
the "Food for Peace" program 
(Title I); in 1973 it gai.'B 143 mil­
lion dollars, in J974 280 million 
doHan. The Inoochina Resource 
Center rf'vealed that in ten years, 
from 1964 to 1974, I,T68 million 
dollars of "Food for Peace" werc 
supplied to Saigon. 

US "economic aid" to the Sai­
gon administration also comes in 
the form of loans by the US In­
ternational Development Fund 
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dead, this is bvice the number of 
l'S casualties sustained during 
the Korean war. 

" The budgetary cost of military 
personnel, supply and equipment 
and other supporting expendi. 
tures, for the fiscal years 1965 
through 1973, in connection with 
the Viet Nam war was 128 billion 
dollars, or about 600 dollars for 
every American man, woman, and 
child. 

" During the same 7·year perioJ, 
the CS has provided another nine 
billion dollars in military assist­
ance to South Viet Nam [the 
Saigon Administration-J::d'J and 
4 billion dollars in economic 
assistance. 

" Over fi ve million [abou t 30 per 
cent-i of the population of South 
Vie(Nam were in the refugee cate­
gory eluring the past six years; 
through June 1972, over one 
million South Vietnamese civil­
ians have been war casualties of 
\vhich an estimated 325,000 were 
killed ... " (24) 

Apart from those Vietnamese 
who haye laid down their lives 
on the battlefield, a US Senatorial 
fact-finding mission which came to 
South Viet Nam in 1973 to en­
quire about the war victims found 
that: 

- 7,800,000 tons of bombs have 
been dropped by the US on indo· 
china, not counting an equal 
quantity of shens fired. by the 
ground 1'orces and the navy, and 
the quantity of toxic chemicals 
which destroyed millions of hec­
tares of vegetation and crops. 

- There are at present 300-
600 million pounds of unex­
ploded shells and mines scatter­
ed all over South Viet Nam dnd 
causing daily casualties to the 
pOp'ulation. 

- Since 1965, over half of the 
South Vietnamese population -
about 10 million people - have 
been obliged to change their 
places of residence, several times 
in many cases, and to become 
refugees. 

- In South Viet Nam today 
there are 880,000 orphans or semi­
orphans, 650,000 war widows, 
and about 181,000 people who 
are invalid, disabled, paralysed, 
blind or deaf. 

- The political prisoners (ap­
proximately 200,000 -Ed.) have 
not yet been returned as stipulat­
ed by the Pd.ris Agreement. 
Moreover, Thieu has recently put 
to jail thousands of "non·commu­
nists" opposing him. (From 
"Relief and Rehabilitation of 
War Victims in Indochina: One 
Year after the Cease-fire' ') 

N° 31-December 1974 

Of course, such figures and 
words, cannot reflect all the 
losses and sufferings of the 
Vietnamese and the American 
peoples in the long war in South 
Viet Nam the direct cause of 
which is US intervention. 

In spite of the strong opposi­
tion of the US people and Con­
gress, the previous Nixon adminis­
tration and the present Ford 
administration pursued the policy 
of neo-colonialist aid to the 
Saigon administration in order to 
continue the war after the con­
clusion of the Paris Agreement. 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
stated without ambiguity: "We 
would continue to provide the 
Republic of Viet Nam \...-lth the 
means necessary for its self­
defense... and we believe it is 
important that we continue our 
support as long as is it needed." 
(25) 

According to the US Senate 
Armed Services Committee, the 
US gave 3.492 billion dollars of 
weapons and war materials to the 
Thieu administration in the fis­
cal year 1973-74' USAID report­
ed to the US Congress that in the 
fiscal year I974-75 3.668 billIon 
dollars of military aid would be 
granted to Indochina, the greater 
part of which would be reserved 
for the Saigon administration, not 
counting 1.8 billion dollars of US 
armament given to Saigon in 
May 1974, out of the US Govern­
ment special funds, which Sena­
tor W. Fulbright had denounced. 
The previous Nixon administra­
tion and the present Ford 
administration have tried their 
hardest to persuade the US Con­
gress to increase "economic aid" 
to the Thieu regime. 

The Nguyen Van Thieu admin­
istration is the most elaborately 
organized neo-colonialist puppet 
mechanism of the US in South 
Viet Nam. It is a ruling group 
composed of bureaucrats, militar­
ists and fascists at the service 
of the US. It represents the pro­
American and most reactionary 
class of comprador capitalists and 
feudalist landlords in South Viet 
Nam. The interests of these ele­
ments are closely linked with the 
preservation of US neo-colonial· 
ism. They have enriched them· 
selves thanks to the war, US milit­
ary and economic aid, smuggling 
and black marketing, corruption, 
plundering and exploiting the 
people. Thieu and other brass­
hats in South Viet Nam no\v 
have property worth from 100 to 
1,000 million South Vietnamese 
piastres - and even more. They 
have turned South Viet Nam into 

a typically American "garrison 
state" or "police state." Their 
existence and "prosperity" de­
pend on l·epression and terror 
against the people combined with 
the endless mercenary war for 
the sake of the US. Nguyen Van 
Thieu himself stated that "Vv'e 
are the first to approve the Nixon 
doctrine, the first to \velcome the 
Vietnamization of the war" (26) 
amI that "We do not lack flesh 
and blood, we are ready to sacri­
fice our· flesh and blood" (27) to 
pursue the war and to continue to 
be the instrument 01' US neo­
colonialism in South Viet Nam. 
W~t~ su~h a faithful puppet 

admllllstratlOn in control of a 
giant army and repressive ma­
~hinery, the US thought that 
1t could safely withdraw from 
S;mth Viet Nam and that sim­
ply. by leaving a numb~'r of 
adVisors and gi ving some billion 
doll<l:r~ of .aid a year to that 
admlnIstratIOn it would be able 
to maintain South Viet Nam 
within the sphere of US neo­
colonialism. Yet once again the 
US has miscalculated. Only one 
year and a half after the with­
dra\\:a~ of US troops, the Saigon 
admlI~Istratio.n is seriously \veak­
ened m all fIelds, political, mili. 
tary, and economic. No doubt, 
even thongh US aid has been 
increased, it cannot save the 
Saigon puppets from collapse in 
the face of the people's mighty 
struggle. 

Bur THIEN MY 

(17) In "US Asslstancc Frog· 
rarns in T'ir.t Sam," p 20 

(rS) T'NC ?Y' 27. The Saigon 
Police, p.27. 

(19) In "US Assistance Frog-
1'ams in Viet Saul," P.24. 

(20) A lorm 01 US psycholog­
ical war/are in South Viet Nam, 
"Open Arms" program (a call 
to return) lor rallyi'ng resistance 
members. 

(21) According to Sa~'gon papers, 
Saigon annual exports a1'e only 
5-10% 01 its imports. 

(22) In "[TS Assistance Prog­
rams in Viet Naill, " P.9. 

(23) Victor Perla, The Viet Nam 
Profiteers, p. 14. 

(24) In "US Assistance Prog­
rams in Viet Nam," P.4. 

(25) In the ]\Iarch 25, 1974 
letter to Senator E. Kennedy. 

(26) Thieu's speech to the Saigon 
Parliarnent, Dec. 12, 1972. 

(27) Thieu's speech at the Con­
ference of Teachers, Saigon, June 
6, 1974. 
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(Continued from page 25) 
the same content as the draft 
agreement presented t\\ 0 Ulonths 
earlier, in October 1972. 

The Battles of Hanoi 
='lGUYEN VI='lH LONG 

(r) Jean Dupuis, Les iuirwments 
dn Tonkin, Paris, [879, pp. I and 2. 

(2) f.iu Yung-tu 1JaS the leader 
oj the patriotic army of the Chinese 
people which had risen up to oppose 
the Ts·infj Court and the exac­
tions of l.£u,Yopean capitatists. 
After its defeat it sought rejuge in 
Viet Nam large nftmbf'Ys oj Viet­
namese patriots joined its mnks. 

(5) Dong Kinh Nghia TIme u'as 
a school fonnded by a group Qj 
progressive scholars in Hanoi in 
l\1arck 1907. It called jor a nation­
al revolution to ve curried out by 
developing culture and education, 
and spreading scientific and tech­
nological knofoJledge as a basis ior 
eventu.al political liberation. 

citadel and afterward a concerted 
uprising to seize the citadel. 

(7) Tit, Coq d'Or bomb attack: 
On April 26, 1913 while a group 
of French officers were kold£ng a 
banquet ill this hotel (which is 
now tIl/': Dan Chu (Democracy) 
Hotel, in Trang 1'ien Street, Ii 

worker oj the Gia Lam Railway 
Factory. Nguyen Van Tuy, hurled 
in a bomb from the street. 

(3) Jean D~tp1ti$, ib., p. 2:00. 

(6) The Poisoning Ajjair in 
Hanoi: a mtmber oj scholars, in 
fO-ordination with patriotic nat£ve 
soldiers stationed in the Hanoi 
citadel, and in contact with tM 
insHrgent jorces led by Hoang 
Hoa Tham at Yen The (Thai 
Ng-nyen province), planned to 
urganize a mass poisoning of 
Fl'enck troops garrisoned in the 

(8) President Ho Chi ,Minh's 
"Appeal ior Nation-wide Resist­
'J,nce ", Deceml)er 20, 1946. (4) Hoang Dielt, .. Plea to the 

King" from" Patriotic Literature 
oj Viet Nam in the Second Half of 
the 19th Century." Literature 
Puhlishing H01!se, Hanoi, I970' 

(9) Statement by Robert ftlarkkam 
Hudson. Second Lieutenant and 
13 .52 pi tot, captured in Hanoi on 
December 26, 1972. 

,----------------------.-----------------------------
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BOOK NOTES 
Tieu lhuyet Viet Nam Hien Dai - Tap I 

(Modern Vietnamese Novels - Vol. I) by Phan 
Cu De; University and Vocational Secondary 
Education Pablishing HOHse, Hanoi, 1974, 
13 X 19cm, --1-06 pages. 

A study on the development of Vietnamese 
novels over the past fifty years. 

Truyan va Iy (Stories and Notes) by 
Nguyen Ai Quoc; Literature Publ-ishing HO'ltse 
Hanoi, 1974; 13XIgcm, 84 pages. 

A collection of 6 essays around the theme of 
revolutionary struggle. They were written in 
French by President Ha Chi Minh under the 
pen-name of Nguyen Ai Quoc during his revo­
lutionary activities in the period 1912-1925. 
The first part of the book contains an intro­
duction and Vietnamese translation bv Pham 
Huy Thong and the second part g(ves the 
French text of the original articles. 

Traj S.T.I& (Camp S.T.18) by Ph an Tu; 
Youth Pnblishing House, llanoi, 1974; I3xI9cm, 
220 pages. 

A novel in diary form about a prisoner-of­
war camp for captured US troops in South 
Viet Nam. The author probes the inner 
thoughts and world outlook of two different 
generations of youth - the South Vietnamese 
Li beration fighters and the American prison­
ers of war detained at the camp. 

60 Ngay 0 Saigon (60 Days in Saigon) by 
Thanh Tin; Littratltre Pnblishiug Iiouse, Ha­
noi, 1974; I3,<ryon, 1 It) pagts. 

:\. diary of the 60 days (January 29,1973-
March 3 I, 1973) when the author was working 
in Saigon as a DRVN army officer in the Four­
Party Joint ~Iilitary Commission. 

Bai Ca Trang Sang (Moonlight Ballads) by 
Ma Van Khang; Literature Publishing House, 

Hanoi, 1974 13XI90n, 220 pages. 
A collection of 9 short stories about Viet~ 

namese highlanders in their production work 
and fighting. 

Tho - II (Poems - VoL Il) by Song Hong; 
Literattwe PHblishing House, Hanoi, 1974; 
13X18cm, 112 pages. 

A collection of 35 poems written over the past 
10 years by a Vietnamese revolutionary leader 
on the revolutionary struggle of the people in 
North and South Viet Nam. 

Theo Nhip Thang Ngay (Rhythm of Life) by 
Te Hanh; LiteratHre pu,blishing House. Hanoi. 
1974; 13XIgcm, 130 pages. 

A collection of 45 poems written in the years 
1970-1974, by a well-known contemporary poet 
on nature and the problems facing man in 
struggle and construction. 

Tho giai thuong bao Van Nghe 1972 -1973 
(Prize-winning Poems in the 1972-1973 Poetry 
Contest Organized by the Literature and Art 
H.eview) by several authors; Litnature Pub­
lishing House, Hanoi, 1974; 12 X 19cm, 110 
pages. 

A collection of 39 poems by 19 authors such 
(I." Lam Thi My Da. Hoang Nhuan Cam, 
Nguyen JJuy, Nguyen Due ~lau who were.a"Ward­
ed prizes in the poetry contest organized by 
the Literature and. Art Review in 1972- 1973. The 
book contains an introduction by the contest 
judging p:wel entitled: ".A Year's Poems of 
Youth and Life." 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(Cunti1li!t'd /roll/ pa<:;e 32) 

big victories: they defeated many large-scale 
operations, wiped out or captured 60,652 enemy 
troops and seized 12,241 fire-arms. Over 40,000 
people living in enemy-held aTeas left for the 
liberated zone. 

2. An anti-Thieu demonstration was held at 
Chinh Tam church, Hoai Due village, Binh Tuy 
province, I I2km east of Saigon. 200 armed 
policemen attacked the demonstrators, killing 3, 
including Nguyen Due Luong, Iy, and injuring 
a dozen oth('rs; the church was destroyed and 
many dwelling-houses burnt. The demonstrators 
took hostage the lieutenant-colonel in charge of 
Hoai Due district and declared that he would 
only be released if the Thieu administration 
settle the question satisfactorily. 

- Ending of the viSIt which began on October 
3I of the Vice-Chairman of, the Hungarian 
Council of Ministers, Janos Brobandi. to the 
liberated zone of South Viet Nam. Signing of 
an agreement for non-repayable aid for I975 by 
Hungary to the PRG of the RSVN. 

3" An economic and financial delegation of 
the Royal Government of National Union of 
C;ambodia headed by Mr Ieng Saryo special 
advisor to the Vice-Premier of the RGNCC, 
ended a friendship visit to the DRVN begun on 
October 28, I974. 

- 200 personalities held a teach-in at An 
Quang pagoda on the political situation in 
South Viet Nam. An opposition deputy at.tack­
ed Thieu for wantonly shedding the blood of 
the people by continuing the war and con­
demned the Ford administration for supporting 
Thieu. 

- R!'l1tr>Y: A petition -was signed by 50 depu­
ties demanding the immediate resignation of 
:"\guyen Van Thic-u. 

4. The Hungarian Government Delegatioll to 
the Viet Nam - Hungary Commission for 
Economic, Scientific <-mel Technical Co-operation 
left Hanoi after signing documents on economic, 
scientific and technical co-operation between the 
two countries. 

(,. Mrs Ngo Ba Thanh, President of the 
Women's Associatiun for the Hight tn Live, 
issued ~l communique denounCing Thieu's 
-, policy of repression and liquidation of the 
Third Political Force" and cundemning Thieu 
f01" putting his men to surround her residence. 

- In a communique the Saigon administration 
threatened to jail anyone di'itributing or popu­
larizing opposition documents, and banned all 
demonstrations and meetings. 

7· The Lao P.ttriotic Forces returned 38 
captured soldiers to the Vientiane side. 

Nu 31 - Dec~mher 1974 

~---

- AFP: In the last two years, over 1,000 

Lon Nol officiers have been trained in Thailand. 

8. In an open Jetter to ~guyen Van Thieu, 
the President of the Saigon Lawyers' Associa­
tion protested against the police action on 
October 31 preventing lawyers from entering 
tbe Ministry of Justice to do their work. 

-- The Saigon opposition deputies sent mes­
sages to the American Congress and a number 
of oth('r countries condemning Nguyen Van 
Thieu fdr using GS aid to repress the papula­
t1011· 

I [ - -1- ~ Saigon deputies issued a statement 
denounc!llg Thien's policy of repression against 
parllamentarians, religious dignitaries and the 
popll~a~i(ln and holding the US government 
rec,poIlsibte for this state of things. 

T 2. The (]Dl{ G.)Vernment Delegation to the 
Viet -~hm -- GOl-<. Commission for Economic, 
Scientific and Tecbnical-Co-operation left Hanoi 
after signing documents on economic, scientific 
and technical co-operation and exchanges of 
goods in IY75. 

-- Speaking at the Ministry of Information, 
Nguyen Van Thiell, (inCe again, railed at the 
third p:)litiC'al force and declared he would leave 
no stolle unturned to OppUSe it. He declared 
thai "the priests shuuld carry out their 
actlvities in their churches, the bOj 1z.os in their 
pagodas, the clepllht's in the :'\atiOllal Assembly 
and legislators enjoy immul,ity ollly in their 
offices. " 

- Lon Nol brought pressure to bear on the 
l\iational ~\ssembly to rene-\\' the "special 
powers" grante1 him ill _-\pril 1(>73 for anothe-r 
six months. 

14. Thieu's "~ational Assembly" passed the 
"law and regulations on the press" in which 
only provisions of secondary "importance were 
amended while the main content d La.w (10; 

remained unChanged. Fifty opposition deputies 
and representatives of the press immediately 
heir! a dt'Tl1'Jnstration in front of the" ),;,a.tional 
Assembly" building demanding the abolition of 
this law. 

~ Ton That Chu<)c, Thjen'~ Vice-).Iini..."ter of 
National Defence, declared before the Saigon 
"0iational Assembly that the defence budget for 
I975 amount to 348.5 billion piastres, rt'prescnt­
ing nearly 50% of the whole budget (R25 
~illion) " 

I5· All Saigon newspapers except for three 
belonging to the Thieu' clique published a 
resolution of the Journalists' Association 
announcing a two-day suspension of publica­
tion and condemnlDg Thieu's c(JIltinuing 
repressive policy against the press. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
(October 16 November 15. 1974) 

OCT'JeER 

16. Samdech Head of State Norodom Sihanouk 
condemned the VS for persuading a number of 
its sattelite countrie!:' to present a motion asking 
the UNO to postpone restoration of the legiti­
mate position of the Royal Government of 
National Union of Cambodia in this world body-

17. A Saigon air force private named Ho 
Vuong Tuan paraded in front oi the Saigon 
"National Assembly" building with a placard 
reading "I have no confidence in President 
Nguyen Van Thieu." 

~ 17,000 people of Quang Ngai attended a 
meeting to protest against Thieu's dictatorship 
and corruption on the occasion of the forma­
tion of the Quang Ngai "National Reconcilia­
tion Forces." 

_ In Paris, many French and foreign 
economists and personalities held an "open 
conference" to oppose the "secret conference .. 
of the US-controlled World Bank which has 
been discussing a "multilateral aid" prog­
ramme for the Nguyen Van Thieu regime. 

18. A Republic of South Viet Nam Informa­
tion, Literature and Art Delegation led by 
Minister Luu Huu Phuoc began a visit to 
North Viet Nam. 

20. The" Organization of Saigon Newspaper 
Proprietors" adopted a resolution calling on 
all Saigon papers not to carry any news given 
by the Nguyen Van Thieu administration as 
from Uctober 21. 

_ A day-long demonstration was held in Sai­
gon with the participation of many Buddhist 
bonzes, Catholic priests, deputies and senators. 
Shouting .. Down with Thieu" the demon­
strators set a police car on fire and burnt many 
portraits of Thieu. Clashes took place between 
the demonstrators and the police. 

24. In face of popular indignation, Thieu was 
forced to accept the resignation of four of his 
closest ministers including Hoang Due Nha, 
Minister of Information. 

26. Thieu's planes bombed the centre of Loc 
Ninh town, destroying the town's airport 
runway and a nearby pagoda. This is now the 
fifteenth time that Loc Ninh has been bombed. 

27. The economic delegation of the Czecho­
slovak Government to the Viet Nam - Czecho· 
slovakia Commission for Economic, Scientific 
and Technical Co-operation left Hanoi after 
signing documents on economic, scientific and 
technical co-operation and on exchanges of 
goods between the two countries for 1975· 
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28. The DRVN Government Economic Dele­
gation led by Vice Premier Le Thanh Nghi left 
Peking for home after signing an agreement on , 
non-repayable economic and military aid from 
the People's Republic of China to the DRVN 
in 1975. 

30' 200 Saigon lawyers supported the 
"Organization of Saigon }.;ewspaper Pro­
prietors" in demanding the impeachment of 
Hoang Duc Nha. 

_ Thieu demoted three out of the four Almy 
Corps commanders. 

_ A Saigon Vice-Premier and five more 
ministers handed in their resignation. 

_ The That Luong Fair in Vientiane came 
to an end after lasting fifteen days. It was the 
first time that the DRVN had partici.pated in 
this fair. The King of Laos Sri Savang Vat­
thana had 'visited the DRVN Section at the 
fair and hailed the achievements of the Viet­
namese people in the building of their country 
which, he ~aid} were clearly shown in the 
quality of the exhibits. 

_ On the night of October 30, over 5,000 
Catholics held a torchlight demonstration 
against Thieu at Tan Sa Chau in the suburbs 
of Saigon. The next morning they broke through 
the police cordon and thronged into Saigon. 
Several other mass demonstrations were staged 
at the same time in other places in Saigon to 
demand the immediate resignation of Thieu. 
Thieu sent in 100,000 armed police to suppress 
the dfIDonstrators and bloody clashes took 
place between them a.nd the police. Nearly 100 

people were injured including many Catholic 
priests, Buddhist bonzes, deputies, senators and 
journalists. 

_ Thieu sacked 224 high-ranking field of­
ficers. 

NOVEMBER 

I. Apart from three papers belonging to the 
Thieu clique, all Saigon papers sl.lspenc1ed 
publication in support of the "Victimized 
Press Day." 

_ General Duong Van Minh condemned Thieu 
as a shameless and blood-thirsty dictator and 
demanded the formation of a ne\.,.. leading team. 

_ Prince Souvanna Phouma, Prime Minister 
of the Provisional Government of National 
union of Laos, returned to Vientiane after a 
two-month medical treatment in France. 

_ AKI : In the rainy season of 1974 (May­
October) the Cambodian patriotic forces won 

(Continued on page 31) 
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