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Our Monthly

Comment

1 97 will  certainly be

remembered  as

the brightest and

the most glorious year of our
history.

After the liberation of the
whole country, the process of
reunification on the level of State
institutions bas already started
following the decisions of the
Political Consultative Confer-
ence bheld in Saigon last
November., A new era begins
for Viet Nam, whose 45 million
people are determined to work
hard in order to build socia-

lism.

Barely eight months after
the liberation of south Viet
Nam, an enormous task bhas

already been accomplished. In
spite of the presence of miore
than one million puppet soldiers
who were neither captured nor
disarmed, but simply reduced
to inaction, following the uncon-
ditional capitulation of their
chiefs, order and security have
been established throughout south
Viet Nam. Observers, even the
most hostile towards the Viet-
namese people, could nor find
the slightest evidence of the
“blood bath” that Geragld Ford
bad spoken so wmiuch about—
a statement which be bad to
recognize later on as fotally
unfounded. The people’s power
bas been established at various
levels ; the people have become
the real masters of the country
and of their own destiny.
With the support of an enthu-
siastic  population, the new
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regime strove to solve problems
that bad seemed at first inso-
luble : How to wmaintain 20
million people without the Joo
million dollars of annual Ame-
rican aid, of which a large part
consisted of consumer goods?
How to operate the various
factories and enterprises without
the raw materials until now
imported from foreign coun-
tries ? How to provide jobs for
at least 3 million unemployed
people 7 There is still a great
deal to be done as it wounld
be impossible to do away with
the effects of twenty years of
war and of Yankee colonia-
lism in a few months ; but at
least, it has been possible io
avoid the worst : no starvation,
no epidemics, no social troubles.
The struggle against the com-
pradore  bourgeoisie, who will
bave to be climinated as a
class in the south Vietnamese
society, the issue of a new money,
symbol of economic sovereignty,
are measures which will help
stabilize the wmarket and ensure
normal  living conditions  for
the people.

The north, while belping the
south to beal the wounds of
war and o set right its socio-
econormic  structure, bas also
started work om projects of a
broader scale : building new
electric power stations, enlarg-
ing or building new factories
(cement  factories, chemical
fertilizer plants...), active prepa-
ration for the cowustruction of
big bydro-electric works, such

as those on the Black River.
We bave begun to increase the
production of the Hongay mines
dnd to produce the first tons
of sieel from the Thai Nguyen
Steel and Iron Complex. And
while, in the south, oil exploit-
ation is being considered, in
the north, signs of oil deposits
bave also been confirmed after
careful prospecting.

With abundant manpower
and raw material, Viet Nam,
which is essentially self-reliant,
does not besitate to extend econo-
mic relations and cooperation
with other countries. Not only
bave the aid and support of
socialist countries been assured -
in this regard the trips of the
First Secretary of the Viet Nam
Workers Party, Le Duan, in
October and November, have
been wvery successful —this co-
operation and these exchanges
are also extended towards
capitalist countries : Sweden,
France, Japan...

Viet Nam, north and sowuth,
occupied the place it deserved
among the large family of non-
aligned countries at the Lima
Conference in August 1975.
Washington’s veto in September
opposing the admission of Viet
Nam to the United Nations
only brought out the unanimous
readiness of all other countries
to welvome it ifo that large
world organization.

International conditions are
thus eminently favourable to the
building of a new Vier Nam.
The significant changes that
took place in the two Jraternal
neighbouring countries, Cambodia
and Laos, during this same
year of 1975, bave a special
meaning for us: the Revolution
bas won, neo-colonialissm bas
been definitely repelled.

Phnom Penb was liberated
two weeks before Saigon, and
Cambodia can glready mention
its  furst results in  econowmiic




Foundation
of the Lao
Democratic
People’s
Republic

Tiao Souphanouvong, President
of the Republic and Chairman
of the Supreme People’s Council,

Mr Kaysone Phomvihane,
Prime Minister.

administrotion by the masses and the estab-
lishment of revolutionory power, from the vil-
lage to provincial levels, there was a pressing need
to thoroughly change the political system in Laos.

A FTER the smashing of the pro-American puppet

Responding to the cherished aspirations of the Lao.

people, on December 1 and 2, 1975, the Central
Committee of the Lao Patriotic Front held in Vien-
tiane a notion-wide Congress attended by 264
delegotes of cll notionolities, oll social strata of
the population, of the Liberation ormy, of the
Committee of the Alliance of Patriotic Neutralist
Forces, of other potriotic movements, progressive
personglities ond intellectuals, and Lao residents
abroad.

The Congress took the decision to obolish the
monarchical regime, szt up a Democrotic People’s

President of the Republic, accepted the obdication
of King Savang Vaotthana and oppointed him
Supteme Adviser of the President of the Republic.
The Congress also appointed the Supreme People's
Council composed of 44 members and presided
over by Tico Souphanouvong, formed a 39-member
government with Kaysone Phomvihane os Prime
Minister and comprising twelve ministries, two
commissions and a National Bank, assisted by «
Prime Minister Office ; it also oppointed Tico
Souvanna Phouma, ex-Prime Minister of the Lao
Provisional Government of Nationol Union just
dissolved, Adviser of the new Government,

The Congress also adopted a resalution dealing
with the notional flag, national anthem, with the
longuoge used in official documents, ond unani-
mously agreed with the program of action of the
Lac Democratic People's Republic presented by
Prime Minister Kaysone Phomvihane.

Republic ; it <chose Tioce Souphanouveng os

restoration, It bas just convened
its Congress of People’'s Repre-
sentatives to approve a new
Constitution which aims at the
“establishment of an indepen-
dent, peaceful, neutral and non-
aligned Cambodia, with its
sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity, and a society of bappiness,
justice, and real democracy,
without exploitation of man by
man,”

Laos bhas also expelled Ame-
rican aggressors and interven-
tiomists from its territory by
peaceful means, overthrown the
puppets and disbanded their
armed forces. In December, the
monarchy was abolished and a’

2

Democratic People’s Republic
was established. As the new
Prime Minister, Kaysone Phom-
vibane, stressed, the way to
build a “peaceful, independent,
democratic, unified and prosper-
ous Laos advancing to social-
ismm” is opened.

The existence on our western
frontiers of two independent
and peaceful countries sharing
the same ideals of social prog-
ress is @ precious guaraniee
for the construction of social-
ism In our country.

The establishment of -diplo-
matic relations with other coun-
tries of Southeast Asia, such
as the Philippines and Malaysia,

testifies to the wungquestionable
prestige  that Viet Nam bhas,
even among openly pro-Ame-
rican  governments. If  such
relations are not yet established
with Thailand, the reasons can
be found ine the wunfriendly
actions of the Thai government.
These actions are not at all in
keeping with its statements of
friendship towards wus.

Thus, the United States
remains the only world power
to  maintain a bostile policy
towards Viet Nam. Its opposi-
tion to the admission of our
country to the United Nations,

{Continued on page &)
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HISTORIC TURNING POINT

HE All-Laos Congress of People's Representatives,
convened by the Central Committee of the Lao
Potriotic Frent in Vientiane on December 1 and

2, 1975, unanimously approved a number of decisions
to abolish the monarchy, set up the Democratic
People’s Republic, designate the President of the
Republic and the Government, and odopt the nationol
flog and the national anthem. )

These extremely important decisions mark the
complete victory of the Lao people’s national democrot-
ic revolution and the beginning of o new stage in
which the Lao people, under the leadership of the
People’s Revolutionery Party and os absolute masters

of their country, will start in earnest to build a new
Laos.

To turn their country from o feudol-coloniol country
into an independent State with a democratic people’s
republicon system advancing to socialism, as it is
today, the revolutionaries and people of Laos hove
valiontly carried out a long struggle against oggressive
impericlism and domestic reoction. As early as the
1930’s, Lao Communists joined Vietnamese and Cam-
bodion Communists in the Indochinese Communist
Porty to propogote revolutionary ideas among the
pecple, and to orgonize them agoinst the rule of
French coloniglism. In August 1945, the Lao peopld
rose up to take over the country from the Joponese
fascists. Two months later, they formed a provisional
government and declared Laos' independence to the
world. This historic’ event had the merit of firing the
nationol spirit and umiting all potrictic and democratic
forces in the struggle against the French colonialist
aggressors. This victory has provided a firm basis for
the potrictic struggle of the Lao people against the
US imperialists and domestic reoction over the past
two decades. Right after the signing of the 1954

Geneva Agreements, the United States brazenly inter-

vened in Laes, south Viet Nam and Cambodia, in an
attempt to turn them into its colonies. In Laos, the
imperialists resorted to oll perfidious moves of neo-
colonialism, even o ferocious air war, in on attempt
to wipe out the Lao revelutionary forces.

The resistance of the Lac people against US impe-
rialism was hard and complex. But under the correct
leodership of the People’s Revelutionary Party, the Loo
army and people, closely united in the Lac Patrictic
Front, fought with great valour, ceaselessly developing
their strength and expanding the liberated zone, thus
causing the balance of forces to change more and
more in favour of the reveolution. They smashed all
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OF THE LAO REVOLUTION

Nhan Dan editorial of December 4th, 1975

aitocks by the rightist army ond Thaoi mercenaries on
the liberated zone, and defeated the US.air war. From
1964 to 1973, the Liberation Armiy and people put out
of action 180,000 enemy troops and shot down or
destroyed on the ground 2,500 US planes.

The struggle of the Lao people against US imperial-
ism and its henchmen was o skilful combination of
various tactics and a clever application of the revo-
lutionory strategy of the Lao People’s Revalutionary
Party, Each time a cealition government was formed —
there were three such governments —the people fur-
ther consolidated their victory to march on. The Vien-
tiane Agreement of February 1973 was o concrete
proof of the creativeness of the Looc revolution. Under
this Agreement, the fruit of the struggle of the Lao
revolutionary forces over the past two years, the
United States hod to end its intervention in Laos and
to get the Thai mercenary army out of the country.
The Agreementi threw the reactionaries inte confusion
and created favouroble conditions for the struggle
for independence and democracy in areas formerly
occupied by the rightists giving rise to the new situa-
tion today...

In May this yeor, strongly encouraged by the great
victories of the Vietnomese and Cambodion revolutions,
the Lao people bravely rose up under the leadership
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Porty, and within
o few months, abolished the Ilast structure of
the US intervention, smashed the reactionary puppet
machinery from provinces to villages, ond farmed a
revolutionary administration at all leveis. The impor-
tant decisions of the All-Laos Congress of People's
Representatives to abolish the monarchical regime and
set up a Democroiic People’s Republic completely
conform with the new situation in Laos, in Southeast
Asia and in the rest of the world, and with the evo-
lution of history.

With the establishment of the Democrotic. People’s
Republic, the Lao naticnal democratic revolution won
a total and unquestionoble victery. A new and ex-
tremely brilliant ero of development begins for the
Lao people in which they will build a peaceful, inde-
pendent and socialist Laos.

The main architect of the victory is the Loo People's
Revolutionary Party, which has correctly applied the
principles of Marxism-Leninism to the realities of
Laos, led the Lao pecple to overcome all trials. and
difficulties, ceaselessly developed its forces to push

(Continued on page 30)
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Historical Notes:

The Vietnamese People’s Struggle
for National Unification

village who, at the age of

three, could not yet speak. But
one day, when he heard a messenger
call on all men to join in the fight
against the enemy and save the nation,
the boy sprang to his feet and asked
to go to the front. Feeding only on
rice, egg-plant fruit and water given
by the people, Giong very quickly
grew into a giant. Then, riding on
an iron horse and holding an iron
stick forged by the people, followed
by men of all trades and all ages —
farm labourets, fshermen, huntsmen
and even herdsmen, Giong fiercely
fought against the enemy. When his
iron stick was broken, he pulled up
whole hamboo groves, which he used
to continue the fight. When the enemy
had been dtiven out and peace had
returned to the land, Giong on his
horse soared up into the sky and
disappeared.

That legend which has the naive
character of ancient times, vividly
reflects a reality. The Vietnamese in
those days continuously had to face
the threat of aggression by neighbour-
ing tribes : and when the country was
in dapger, the Vietnamese people,
though small in number, by uniting
themselves became a very great force,
and effectively defended their indepen-
dence,

And there was not
aggression, Nature
obstacles before the Vietnamese in
their daily life : jungles, swamps, wild
beasts, typhoons, floeds. The unification
of the country and the unity of the
people became a necessity.

ONCE there was a boy at Giong

only foreign
also put many

*
* %

HAT was 4,000 years ago. 1he
Vietnamese had settled in what
is now north Viet Nam and the

northern part of central Viet Nam,
with about fifteen Lac Viet tribes
living chiefly in the midland and the
plains, and many Au Viet trihes
living in the mountainous region of
Viet Bac. The most powerful of the
Lac Viet tribes was the Van Lang,
who occupied a wvast land stretching
from the foot of the Ba Vi mountain
to the siope of the Tam Dao
mountain, with the silt-laden Red
River in its middle.

The chief of the Van Lang tribe

grouped all Lac Viet tribes into a
country called Van Lang, and he
became King under the name of
Hung Vuong. The Vietnamese nation
thus came into being. It continued to
develop and, in the second half of the

jrd century B.C., it had grown into

a larger, more closely knit community.
The country of Au Lac was formed by
unifying the mountainous region and
the plain, inhabited mainly by the
An Viet and the Lac Viet.

The Vietnamese whose nation was
founded by unification have becn
conscious of national unity since the
earliest periods: of their history :

Crimson silk is covering the mirror,

People of the same country should

love ome anoiber.

The defence of the independence
and unity of the fatherland very soon
became a necessity and a tradition.
From the earliest days, the preserva-
tion of unity as well as of indepen-
dence has been an objective of our
people in their long struggle against
the scheme of division by enemies
from within or without. And at each
new stage of historical development,
greater unity, on a larger scale, was

achieved.
-

X+

PRING 40 A.D. Au Lac had
been divided into districts of
the Han Empire, and had

suffered one hundred years of oppres-
sion and humiliation under the
Nosthern rtulers, In Me Linh district
{in the present Vinh Phu province) an
insurrection broke out, led hy the two
Trung sistets. At an oath-taking stand
on the bank of the Hat river (Hat
mon, Ha Tay province), Trung Trac
declared that the main objective of
the insurrection was to tegain narional
independence and unity :

“Rirsily, we'll revenge our fatberland

Secondly, we’ll restore the nation
built by the Hung Kings.."
The population in all the four

regions of ancient Au Lac, from the
mountainous region to the plain,
women as well as men, enthusiastically
responded to the two heroines’ call.
Within a little more than one month
the entire territory — “65 districts and
citadels” — was  liberated.  National
independence and unity were restored.

The Trung Sisters’ insurrection — the
first major conflict between the Viet-
namese people and foreign invaders —
eloquently testified to the Vietnamese
consciousness of national independence
and unity inherited from the founders
of the nation. The unification of the
countty hy the two Trung sisters,
though of short duration (40-43 AD),
was a glotiovs period which showed
the Vietnamese people’s determination
to destroy all attempts by any enemy
to assimilate and divide their country,
even by the greatest Asian empire in
those days, then at the peak of its
power,
. *
—

OREIGN rule was imposed on
pur people for nine more
centuries. The aggressors tried

to destroy ail that had been built up
by the efforts to preserve the
independence and  umity of the
country — the language, capital, political
and cultural life, ideological system. A
new division of Viet Nam into
districts and regions was made. But
one thousand years of foreign domina-
tion could not suppress the Vietnamese
people’s determination to regain na-
tional independence and umity.

In China, the Tamg dynasty was
then on the vetge of collapse, with the
division of the country into numerous
fiefs, and the peasants’ spontancous
uprisings. A notable in Hong Chau
(in present-day Hai Hung province),
named Khue Thua Du, with the
support of the population, in 906
declared himself Tiet do su {1), and
used the administration machine of the
former regime to consolidate indepen-
dence. The Tang court, no longer
able to carry out représion, had to
recognize a fait accompli. Though
nominally an official of the Tamg
regime, Khuc Thua Du had in fact
achieved self-government for Viet
Nam. That was the only time in
our history when power was seized
with the use of violence but without
bloopdshed. Khuc Thua Du  had
fundamentally ended the one-thousand-
year domination and division of the
countcy by the Northern feudalists.

(1) Representative of the Tang
Emperor in border regions, invesied
with great powers.
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IS work was completed by Ngo
Quyen in 933 with the Bach
Dang victory which defeated
the scheme of aggression of ¢he
Southern Har  dynasty, But Ngo
Quyen died six years later {g44).
Revolts and conflicts at the court had
weakened the central government.
Availing themseclves of that situation,
the feudal lords rose up, each reigning
as absolute master of a region, and
they fiercely fought one another, In
965, the central government collapsed
and the country was divided among
twelve feudal lords, each one occupying
a territory equivalent to 2 few present-
day districts, They built walls and
fortresses and were constantly fighting
one another. This brought great
sufferings to the people whose
condemnation of these internal strug-
gles was expressed in these lines :

A cever person will vie with
people from outside,

Chicks of the same mother-ben
should mot fight against one
) another.

Dinh Bo Linh, a native of Hoa Lu
{in Ninh Binh province), raising high
the banner of nationl unity, made a
resolve to put an end to the division
of the country by the twelve lords.
In only two years (965-967), with the
support of the entire people, his
historical mission was fuffilled. The
country was again unified under a new
name Dai Co Viet (The great country
of the Viet).

*
LI S

N the early 16th century, after
l nearly six centuries of indepen-
dence, the feudal regime in Viet
Nam began to decay. At the Le court
rival cliques had appeared, scheming
to usurp power. They used their own
armies to fight against one another.
In 1527, the victorious feudal group
headed by Mac Dang Dung, & native
of Nghi Duong (Hai phong), over-
theew the Le dynasty and founded the
Mac dynasty. But a general of the
Le, Nguyen Kim, claiming that he
was fghting to restore the former
dynasty, rallied forces to oppose the
Mac and occupied the region of Nghe
An and Thaoh Hoa where he set up
his own administration.

The country was again divided into
two opposing zones. The Mac regime
which ruled over present-day Bac Bo
was called the Northern court, and
the Trinh{("} regime, which controlled
the zone lying sonth of Thanh Hboa,
was called the Southern court. The
two rival groups were pitted against
cach other in a ferce civil war which
lasted more than half a century

(r) In 1545, after the death of
Nguven Kim, bhis son-inllaw Trink
Kiem came to power.
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{1533-1592). This devastating war and
the uprisings of other lords brought
great suffering to the people :

A bouse with two masters knows

s no concord

A country baving two kings enjoys

no peace.

To be able to deal with the Trimb,
Mac Dang Dung submitted to the
Ming dynasty of China to whom he
surtendered part of the national
territory.

He was condemned by the people,
and that was one of the main reasons
why he was defeated hy the rival
Trinb. In 1592 the victorious Southern
court occupied Thang TLong {present-
day Hanoi). The Le dynasty was
restored, as the Trinh feared that its
elimination would be opposed by the
people, “Support to the Le" then
embodied the population’s desire for

. national ‘anity.

*
* ¥

UT even before the war with the
Northern court had  ended,
acute conflicts broke out at the

Southeen court, after Nguyen Kim's
death, between the Trinh and Nguyen
families. Trinh Kiem then in power
was scheming to weaken the Nguyen.
Nguyen Honang — Nguyen Kim’s son —
ohtained his appointment as governor
of Thuan Hoz (present-day Tri Thien)
and of Quang Nam (t570) and in
those regions he built up his own
domain,

Once more, in the interests of their
families, the ruling groups partitioned
the country and caused long bloody
conflicts and untold sufferings to the
people (1627-1672). The Gianh River
(in Quang Binh province} was made
the demarcation line : north of it was
the zone under Trinh rule, to the
south was the zone under Nguyen rule.

The partitioning of the
caused bitter resentment :
In the north and the south, the sky
and the land are owrs
Why should the mountains and
rivers there be divided among
diflerent peoples 2
(Bui Duong Lich)
In face of that situation, Nguyen
Hue, the pecasant hero of Tay Son
(in Binh Dinh province), took up the
historical mission of the time: to
safeguard national tetritory, to unify
the country, to increase its strength,
After several punitive expeditions
{1773 -1783), the Tay Son forces
annihilated the feudal army of the
Nguyen, Advancing to the north,
Nguyen Hue issued a proclamation
which stressed the people’s desire for
national unity : ]
In Quang Nam the enemy bas
been swept away
Thuan Hoa bas returned to our
' territory
In the south, to a wvast, tranguil
land, peace is retwrtting
In the north, there are still disturb-
ances in many places,
How can we then delay our expedi-
tion ¢
(Tay Son proclamation)
With the great might of the nation-
wide revolutionary movement, the
Tay Son insurrection soon overthrew
the Trinh family’s rule of nearly three
hundred years (1786). On the one
hand, the Tay Son movement removed
the obstacles to natiomal unification ~
the Trinh and Nguyen families - on
the other hand, it defended the
country against foreign aggression :
in 1785, 40,000 Siamese troops were
annihilated at Rach Gam — Xoai Mut
(Nam Bo) ; in 1789, 200,000 Ching
troops {China) were wiped out at
Ngoc Hoi —Dong Da (now a Hanoi
suburb).

country

TO COME OUT IN 1976 (in English)

An Outline History of the Viet Nam Workers' Party (1930-1975)
Nam Hong (1945-1975) (Revolution in a Village) *

The Stars Far-awoy {Short Staries)

The Fighting Elephant (o novel)

A Village colled Foithfulness {a novel)

Vietnamese Lacquer Paintings (album)

Beauty-spots and Landscopes of Viet Nam ({album)

Why is the Tood Called Heaven's Uncle 2 (A stery for children)
The Lord Giong (A story for children)




After defeating enemies from within

and without, the Tay Son move-
ment — the peak of the peasant move-
ment in  thc 18th century —was in
control . of the whole country from
Tang Son to Ca Mau. For the first
time in our history, the unification of
the vast territory of modern Viet
Nam was achieved.

*
E N

g NHERITING the achievements of

the Tay Son movement, the Nguyen
. dynasty, - founded by Gia Long.
awith French support, could in the
beginning of the 19th century establish
its rule over the whole country, from
the north to the south, only
half a century later, the conservative
and reactionary Ngoyen court was
gradually surrendering the country to
the TFrench colonialists. Vietnamese
territory was again divided by the
aggressors into three zones with three
different administration systerns :
Cochinchina was a colony, Annam
was a protectorate, and Tonkin half
colony half protectorate.

However, the will to preserve
national independence and unity which
was in the blood of the Vietnamese,
remained as strong as ever. It
constituted the force which could
rally the masses for a struggle against
the invaders. When the French colo-
nialists launched their attack against
Da Nang, starting their war of aggres-
sion against Viet Nam, thtee hundred
volunteers immediately joined  the
forces of Phan Van Nghi in Nam
Dinh province to go south to defend
that part of the fatherland.

Prevented #rom carrying out their
pian by the defeatist Nguyen court,
they felt profound indignation :

Tra Son (Da Nang) was full of

enemy soldiers,

Qur troops came, eager to fight,

The king ordered a retreat, fearing

defeat.
{Phan Van Nghi)

The signing by the Hue court of
the 1874 Treary to surrender the
whole of Cochinchina to the French
colonialists further exasperated the
masses, and also the intellectuals in
the whole country. Than Van Nhiep,
chief of the two provinces of Binh -
Phu, sternly warned King Tu Duc:
“Sitting in your sumptuous palace, you
should think of the wrecked homes
of the population of Cochinchina ;
contemplating magnificient Van Nien
Co (Tu Duc’s tomb built when the
King was still living), you should
think of the dévastated burying
ground of the common people..”

And all patriots believed that to
reconquet independence, national
unity must be consolidated :

All parts of the country musi unite,

Thirty-six provinces like a family,

Concord between north and south

must reign,

Twenty-five million people like a

single man.
(Dong Kinh Nghia Thuc)

*
* %

ARLY in 1930, with the founda-
tion of the Indochinese Com-
munist Party (now the Viet Nam
Workers' Party) the banner of national
independence and wunity was raised
highetr than ever. The fundamental

Our Monthly Comment

(Continued from page 2)

the trade embargo decreed by
the Ford Administration against
Viet Nam, bis refusal to honour
the American pledge to contri-
bute to the bhedaling of the
wounds of war and to post-war
reconstruction, all these meas-
ures show that Washington bas
not learnt from the past how
to give a new orientation to its
Viet Nam policy. In face of a
Gerald Ford with bis  new
“Pacific Doctrine”, which advo-
cates counting first on “Ameri-
can sirength” and again stress-
es United States interest in

Southeast Asia, the Vietnamese
people must remain vigilant,
In persisting in that old
track, the United States only
succeeds in isolating itself. Viet
Nam will resolutely march
forward whatever Washington
might do. 1976 will be for Viet
Nam the year of reunification
with the creation of a single
national govermment. 1t will
also be the first vyear of the
1976-1980 five-year plan which
will lay the first basis for social-
ism.
December 25th, 1975

objective of the Vietnamese revolution
was cleariy defined : independence,
unity, democracy and socialism (First
Party Programme), The vitality of the
nation already shown in early times
was revived by the DParty and
strengthened by the forces of the new
era. The Vietnamese people, in only
two weeks, smashed the yoke of the
French-Japanese  fascists  with the
General Insurrection of August 1945.
The pattition of the cowniry into
three separate zones - north, cenire
and south — was put to an end.

But the Vietnamese had enjoyed
recovered national independence and
unity for less than a month when they
had 0o take up arms again for a
thitty years’ struggle to safeguard the
fruit of their revolution. The French
colonialists {1945 - 1954), then the US
imperialists {1954 - 1975), carrying out
their traditional  *“divide-and-rule”
policy, tried by every possible mecans
to destroy our national solidarity and
preven: national unification, Labels of
“independence,” “state”, “nation”...
were used, together with the farce of
“Cochinchina State”,  “Republic of
Viet Nam” and false titles such as
“Chief of State”, “President of the
Republic”, “Prime Minister”. And
combined with those manoeuvres were
the bombing and shelling, imprisonment,
tortutes and repression ; and under
the US-puppet rule, there were also
the dollars and the American way of
life with its material and spiritual

poison, But in face of the great
truth — that Viet Nam is one, the
Vietnamese people s one — that

President Ho Chi Minh has solemnly
affirmed, all enemy eHorts were of
no avail.

With the glorious victory of the
general ofensive and  uprising of
Spring 1975, the Vietnamese people
have completely achieved their highest

aim : to build an independent, uni-
fied, and socialist Viet Nam.
H. T
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Our car moved into low geor and
began to climb painfully for almost
ten kilometres up the side of a
mountoin, 8i, a cadre of the
movement for sedentary farming in
Phu Yen district, Nghia Lo province,
in the Tay Bac (Northwest} Auton-
omous Region, was so absorbed
in talk — describing the plan to
seftle thousonds of families of the
Dao* ond Meo —that he did not
notice thot the car had reached
Suoi- Bi villoge on the top of the
pass. A dozen or so children wear-
ing clothes of different fashions
and colours rushed out and
suirounded our car. They chottered
in their own language, putting in
a few Vietnamese wards every now
and then. The lively scene on the
hill top was a complete contrast
from the monotony of the view
along the road we had just tra-
velled.

Picking tea ot Suoi Bi Cooperative
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NEW VILLAGE OF THE DAO

kEEEEE&kEE&EEE&&&EEEEEEﬁ&k&ﬁxﬁﬁkﬁﬁ§§§£E§E§§§E£§£§£§§E§§§§EEE£§E§§

Here and there stood clusters of
houses, some with their roofs
alreody darkened by time, others
with freshly cut thatch and g num-
ber with just the house frames
woiting to be roofed. Around
these houses were green tea beds
grown on terraced fields hacked out
of the mountain slopes looking as
regular os the steps of a stoircase
os tney lay under the scorching
sun of o summer noon.

Groups of Dao notionals were
picking tea, weeding the tea beds,
or stripping the tea plants of
parasitic growths. On neorby hills
bulldozers were diligently cleoring
lands for the coming teq planting
seoson, The merry rumble of mators
which was thrown back from the
great mountain ridges brought an
atmosphere of joy to what was
otnerwise a rather blegk wilder-
ness.

Bi turned to us, beaming :

"We are in Suoi Bi village. This
is the first tea-growing cooperotive
of the Dao people in our district.”

Bi, who come from a village in
the Red River delta, had joined
the People’s Army during the anti-

* Doo (pronounced Zao)
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French wor of resistance. In Winter
1953 and Spring 1954, together with
other armymen, he was entrusted
with widening the mountain trock
through Phu Yen district inte a
motor read to enable the army to
move artillery from the Viet Bac
resistance bose in the North to the
Northwest for the historic Dien Bien
Phu campaign. After the war ended,
Bi volunteered to stay benind in
the Northwest to join the ethnic
minarity pecples in taking this
remote and rugged mountain area
of Viet Nom to sociolism.

In the twenty years he had spent
in Phu Yen district, he had been
able to witness the innumerable
bushfires kindied by the mountain
people to clear forests for cultivo-
tion. He had seen more than one
group of rogged Dao or -Meo
people leaving their denuded
mountain slopes in quest of new
cuitivable lands. Only a score or
so years ogo, the bare hills along

the meotor road had been still
covered with dense forests of
bamboo. Now the major part of

these forests were destroyed, This
was one of the serious conse-~
quences of the nomadic slosh-and-

burn agriculture of the local peo-
ple.

Legend has it that the ancestors
of the present Dao minerity in north
Viet Nam once lived in Southern
China. In the 14th century, as their
lond wos hit by a serious and
prolonged drought, thne Dao ron
short of food, and the king gave
each of them a hammer and a
curved - knife so that they could go
into the forest and clear tracts for
cultivation. Thus the Dao began an
indiscriminate destruction of forests
including some with precious tim-
bers owned by the royal family,
Nevertneless, the life of the Dao
wos far from being secure. As the
popuiation grew, porf” of them had
to move southward.

Here, they settled in scattered
groups all over the maountain
regions between the Viet Nam -
China and the Viet Nam — Laos

border, even penetrating down to
some of the midland provinces of
north Viet Nam. Before the libera-
tion of north Viet Nam in 1954,
except for a small section of Deco
wno had come ond mingled with
the populotion of other ethnic
groupings for sedentary farming, oll
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of them still continued to live a
nomad life on high mountains
usuaily around 400 to 600 metres
above sea level, but sometimes as
high as 800 — 1,000 metres, They
burnt forests, chiefly primeval and
bamboc forests, to make burnt-out
clearings for rice or maize cultiva-
tion. When tne fertility of such
fields had become exhausted, they
moved on to other forests. From
generation to generation the Dao
wondered fike deer from jungle to
jungle. They could not see all the
disastrous effects of their forest
burning. They only sow their imme-
digte gains : the rice ears, the
cossava roots, the corn cobs gather-
ed from the land on which they had
burnt down all vegetation. On the
wider economic plane the food thus
yielded was far cutweighed by the
losses caused by the burning. To
pick out ene among innumerable
examples, in 1958, in the Ba Che
area of Quang Nina province,
hundreds of hectares of iron wood
forest were burnt down by the Dao
to provide lands for cultivation.
Apart from the incalculable loss in
other domains on the purely eco-
nomic plane the destruction in this
case was enormous : one hectare
of iron wood burnt down means
the loss of 30 cubic metres of
timber valued at 3,900 dong whereas
one hectare of hill field created by
forest burning yields an average of
only 1,500 kilos of rice valued at
330 dong, or one-tenta of the value
of a hectare of destroyed forest (a
clearing which will be abandoned
in a few years after its natural
fertiity has been  exhausted).
Moreover, the denudotion of the
forests caused by slash-and-burn
farming has brought cbout big
floods in the mountain regions as
well as in the plains, to say nothing
of tne serious domage caused to
the ecology of the region for many
years after.

A host of backward customs and
habits formed a logical corollary to
this unsettled itinerant farming life.
Everything in the daily life of the
Dao, from the time for wedding ond
funerals to the building of a house
or the choice of a nill slope for
a temporary settlement, bore the
deep moark of superstition.

During the past 20 years of eco-
nomic rehabilitation and develop-
ment, great and persistent efforts
were made to persuade the Dao
and Meo to stop their roaming life
and settle in the low lands for
sedentary farming. The results,
unfortunately, were negligible. The
causes were many but, according
to Bi, our guide, the major one was
the poverty of the State which,

however much it wanted to, was
unable to create the conditions,
both material and moral, for the
Dao and Meo to settle down with
peace of mind and siort,a new
life on the new lands. Secondly,
there were not enough capable
cadres for the movement, especially
those issued from the ethnic minori-
ties themselves who would have
the necessary prestige and ability
to persuade their people to give
up their backword way of existence,
and help them organize a com-
pletely new life.

To moke matters worse, the US
imperialists escalated their air waor
of destruction to the mountain
district of Phu Yen, causing added
difficulties to this campaign of
persuasion.

As a result, by mid-1974, almost
7,000 members of tne Dao and
Meo minorities were still leading a
wondering life in a mountain
stretch of more than 100,000 hec-
tares of Phu Yen, or nearly one-
seventh of the district area and
continuing to practise their slash-
and-burn farming.

For some years now a new drive
of persuosion has been conducted
in Phu Yen with a view to helping
those Dac and Meo wno are still
living os nomads settle down for
sedentary farming in three centres
with climatic and soil conditions
suitable for three different branches
of agriculture : an area for tea
planting in Suoi Bi, a plateau with
wide pastures for the raising of
cattle, and an area for reafforesta-
tion of the parts denuded by forest

burning.
»

The Dao in Suoi Bi welcomed
the cadres of the resettlement
campaign like relatives returning
from a long trip. it was a very
warm, very open-hearted welcome
which outdid even the traditional
hospitality of the Dao. Throughout
the past five or six years, Bi had
been sharing joys ond sorrows, all
of his thoughts and deeds being
aimed at alleviating the plight of
eacn family and each person in
the area. They had responded to
his call, which was aiso the Party’s
call, and abandoned their wander-
ing existence to settle permanently
here and start a completely new
life.

Bi introduced us to the leading
cadres of the local Dao co-op, and
left us visitors fram Hanoi in their
care,

Dang Von Khin, cnairman of the
co-op, is a short but sturdy young

man of about 25 of Dao Tien
descent. In 1967, after completing
the fourth grade at the Phu Yen
School for National Mincrities, he
and some other local cadres were
assigned the task of persuading
the Dao to come and settle in Suoi
Bi and found a tea-planting
cooperative,

Khin invited us to his nome. It
was a five-room cottoge comgpletely
different from the old-type homes
of the Doo we hod visited earlier.
It would take a well-to-do peasant
family in the Red River delio
several years to save enough maney
to build such a comfortable - home.
Khin let us know that every family
here nad been helped by the
government to build such a home,
in terms of materiols as well as
monpower.

After inviting us to sip a few cups
of tea produced by his own co-op,
Khin began telling the story of this
first co-op of the Doo,

Suoi Bi—a local stream ofter
which the co-op took its name -
has a moving history. In the opinion
of the old folk, in the remote past
this was o prosperous area, At one
time, several dozen Dao families
were settled in the area. However,
before long the practice of forest
burning had denuded large ex-
panses of the primeval forest, legv-
ing only vast tracts of bare hills. The

-hills could no longer feed the Dao

community. Hunger, disease and
deatn came on the heeis of this
denudation. The Dao explained
this bitter reality by a simple con-
clusion : the land was haunted,
the ghosts no longer wanted the
Dao to live in Suoi Bi, so they had
to move elsewhere. As there was no
one to buy their pigs and pouitry.
they slaugntered all their animals,
dismantled their homes and then,
carrying their children tied to their
backs by pieces of cloth, they
started barehanded in search of a
new, more hospitable land. Thus
begon a long journey tirough deep
jungles, exposed to all the vagaries
of the climote. Many a time they
had to take shelter in caves. As
the last rags of cloth disigtegrated,
they had to cover their naked
bodies with tree bark and feed
themselves on wild fruit and tubers.
Not a few dropped dead in the
jungle before a new land could be
found. Khin's parents and grand-
parents had once lived in Suei Bi
but they, too, were driven away by
poverty and hunger. They wandered
ever further awoy and @ group of
them went as far as the midland
province af Fhu Tho. The stream
has borne the name of Suai Bi
(Dead-end Stream) ever since.
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QOver the past five or six years,
responding to tne call of the Party,
more thon 400 Doo who led a
roaming life on mountain tops of
Phu Yen district have returned to
Suoi Bi to settle down as sedentary
farmers ond build a tea-planting
co-op of ther own. With govern-
ment assistance, they hove built
at leost 50 homes, a primary
school and o 12-bed dispensary
staffed by three assistant doctors.
They have cleared the hills and
planted almost a score of hectores
of tea. Some tea beds began to
yield several years ago. The life of
the Dao living here hos been visibly
improved compared with the doys
of nomad wondering.

But the present gains have been
made  only aofter overcoming
numerous hardships.

To ogree to leave tneir old life
and settle permanently has meant
o:radical change from centuries-old
customs ond habits including the
deeply — ingrained superstitions
which were believed to have a
decisive influence on the destiny of
their community. To build o co-
operative is for them o big leap
forword from their self-sufficient
natural economy to the planned,
scientific economy of modern times.
And first they nad to give up the
traditional growing of rice, maize
and cossava to plont tea —a com-
pletely new undertaking for them.

At first, heated discussions were
held between Party cadres and

members of the Dao people. Some
said that sedentary forming would

not provide enough land for the
Dao. Others soid thot it would
deprive them of their indispensable
freedom of movement. Still others
abjected to the programme
because, they soid, the Doo are
not used to tea planting and this
would “farce them to eat State-
supplied rice which is not to their
taste”. “Then,"” another argued,
“if we are not allowed to grow
rice as well as tea planting, where
coan we get money for our daily
expenses and good rice for the
cuit of our ancestors 2"

Tha cadres first concentrated on
persuading the other Dao cadres
to fuilly realize the disastrous
effects of the nomaodic way of life
aond the benefits and impartance

of a settled life in building agricul-.

tural coops for the Dao and
helping the building of socialism
so that they would be the first to
volunteer to come to Suoi Bi and
settle for sedentary farming.

On the other hand, unlike in
previous campaigns, this time the
government took o series of positive
measures to secure the settlers
against all hazards. For instance,
they were supplied with means of
transport to toke them and their
belongings to the new settlement.
Then the government sent carpen-
ters to help build houses, a school
and a dispensary, teachers to teach
Dac children, and medicol nurses
to look after the dispensary. Large
basins were built to store rain
water all the yeor round, produc-

tion loans were offered and bull- .

School children of the Daa national minarity.
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. government

dozers sent to help clear hills and
build terraced fields for the planting
of teo...

The settlers also received loons
to buy food and clothing until the
first tea-picking season should
come and trade teams came along
to sell necessities to the settlers.
The core provided tnem by the
ropidly helped the
newcomers to settle down to their
new life. On the first doys, only
seven families, mostly of Party
members, came for resettlement
but the effect of the government
policies with regard to these seven
families was a living example for
the others, In fact, the life of these
families has chaonged radically
compored with the past.

Rumours about the co-operative
of seven Dao families in Suoi Bi
soon spread to all the other forest
villages of Phu Yen district. Some
Dao walked a hundred kilometres

to Suoi Bi to see with their own
eyes whether these rumours were
true. They returned home and

tolked obout what thay had seen.
More and more fomilies returned
to Suoi Bi which in the process
become a centre of atiraction for
all the Dao in the district. in
summer 1970, there wos o large
exodus to Suoi Bi from the high
peaks os well as from the "middle
heights”, But then tragedy struck :
the summer of that year was unu-
sually fierce. Mony caught fever,
four died suddenly, three from sun-
siroke and o child from ascarids.
Many newcomers and even some
of the old setilers were bewildered :
the place was definitively hounted,
some soid, and they went away,

The co-op cadres urgently asked
for a medical team waich arrived
at once, cored for the sick and
distributed onti-maloria and pipe-
rozine pills. Those who had been
taid up recovered and the children
olso put on weight. This wan back
the confidence of the newcamers
ond caused those who had left to
come back one after onotner.

As on illustration of his story,
Dong Van Khin took us to visit the
family of Trieu Van Vinh, done of
the first volunteers to settle in
Suoi Bi. Now 64, he had lost one
of his eyes following an ailment
in his boyhood which he could only
treat witn wild leaves. .

"Qver the past five or six years,”
he told us eornestly, "my old legs
have been oble to test because |
no longer had to climb the moun-
tains in search of new lands. My
descendants have bheen freed from
the scourge of having to eot wild

{Continued on page 30}




Viet Nam Advances

A Catholic Hamlet aiter Liberation

HA! LAC is o hamlet set up in
Long Thanh 17 years age by
133 Catholic families, natives
of Thai Binh province (north Viet
Nam), compelled in 1954 to go to
the south. Not being able to live
on 45.7 mau (one mau = 3,600sq.m.)
of ricefields, the young men in the
hamiet had to enlist in the puppet
army and the young girls to work
for the Americans. Near the hamlet
was o rubber plontation {owned by
a Frenchman} and a vast estate of
460 hectares belonging to Nguyen
Thi Ly, a woman M.P. in the pup-
pet regime, who enjoyed the pro-
tection of the puppet authorities
ond bled white the Thai Lac farm
-hands.
Thei Lac hamlet was turned, by
the quislings, into a stronghotld

defending the east of Saigen. It
was surrounded on three sides by
a 3-metre thick barbed wire en-
tanglement and a moat one metre
deep and two metres wide, All
around it had a system of surface
and underground fortifications made
of prefabricated concrete, and was
defended by a platoon af puppet
troops who compeiled all the youth
over 15 to obey military commands
and the adults to join civil guard
units. After the withdrawal of the
US troops, the Thai Loc peopie stilt

received quantities of weapons
such as mortars, automatic rifles,
anti-tanks, grenade-throwers and

sub-machine guns...

The puppet administration carried
out a frenzied anti-communist pro-
pagonda compoign, especially to

Vang Tan Changes for the Better

UNG TAU, formerly called Cape Saint Jacques, is a well-known seashore
resort in south Viet Nam, 123 km southeast of Saigen.

It was turned, by the puppet a

dministration, into a city with nearly a

hundred big hotels, a large number of villas, hundreds of which belonged to
the generals and other feid officers of the puppet army, and big capitalists,
and 142 pagoedas. Among its 180,000 inhabitants, there were 20,000 prostitutes.

Vung Tau was a city of consumers,

not of producers.

Besides the big hotels such as the Palace and the Rex (a nine-storey building),
most of the ordinary houses are low and covered with corrugated iron sheeting
or Ebro-cement tiles. The inhabitants lived mainly by fishing and by serving

the ruling class.

Seven months after liberation, the city has been through many changes.
A healthy atmosphere now prevails in which the population work enthusiastically

in production.

85,000 people who were in the city have now retumed to their native
villages or gone to newly organized economic regions. Industry and trade have

been rehabilitated. Nearly forty state s

tores and marketing cooperatives have

been set up to supply the population with groceries, medicines, and many

other commodities.

The development of fishing and the production of handicrafts and objects of

are are encouraged and there s
factory for expert. A fish sauce

a plan to
factory has been

restore the frozen crayfish
set up by the State.

About goo motor fishing boats in 45 fishing cooperatives go to sea cvery morning
and come ashore with big hauls of fish. An average of 5o tons of fish are

caught daily at Vung Tau.

The revolutionary administration pays great astention to education.:

40 general

education schools have been opened with an attendance of 20,000 children,

To combat illiteracy among the adults, g

4 evening classes have been organized.

Thanks to the revolution, a great number of children as well as grown-ups can

now read and write.

Now in these days the people who spend their hotidays at Vung Tau are not
members of the upper classes, the parasites, but the workers, cadres’ and
soldiers who come there to mend their health after periods of hard work.
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broaden the gap between the evac-
uated Cathalics and the revolu-
tion. At their eleventh hour, they
ihreatened them, saying thot after
the triumph of the revolution the
Catholics who had fled to the
south in 1954 would be punished.

As o result, when the liberation
troops first arrived in the hamlet,
the atmosphere was tense. The
hamlat was wrapped in a deadly
silence ; many Catholics stoed for
hours before their altars praying.
Our soldiers who visited them spent
a lot of time trying to quieten their
misgivings and to explain the
policy of wunity and freedom of
belief of the PRG.

As the Catholics begon to calm
down our men continued by speak-
ing of the crimes committed by the
Americans ond  their henchmen
ogainst our people, the signifi-
cance of the victory of the revelu-
tion. ond the role of the people,
which led to the setting up of the
revolutionary power.

When the inhabitants understood
the - revolution better, o drive was
launched to recover the weapons
the quslings had issued to the
Catholics in order to oppose the
revolution. Many people who had
thrown their firearms into ponds
now fished them out and handed
them to the revolutionary authori-
tias. Others revealed the hiding
places of the counter-revoiution-
aries. .

The soldiers also encouraged the
Catholics to speak. of their suffer-
ings when they had been forced to
leave their native villages in the
north, to live a wretched [ife in
the south under the oppressicn
and exploitation of the puppe:
authorities. The inhobitants had the
opportunity to compare the cruelty
of the orrogant puppet soldiers
with the simplicity, sympathy and
devoticn of the revolutionary ormy-
men.

Then o movement was launched
to urge the Catholics to tockle
productien.  With regord to the
poor, with the permission of higher
authority, the liberation officers
proceeded to distribute the lond
of Nguyen Thi Ly who hod fled
ogbroad. Many teoms were orgdn-
ised to clear the land.

A new life has begun ot Thai
Lac hamiet.
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New Days

OBODY would believe he played
the leading role in the rehabili-
tation of the factory. after the

liberation of Saigon. His small figure
with a nose spotted with sweat on a
bony face Iirodﬁimed an ill-fated man.
Everything on him was tiny and
withered but for two big, bright eyes
him strength. By

which gave some

all outward appearances, he did not -
seem proficient ; he even looked dull -

and timid. However, when speaking
of him, everybody, from the military
manager to the door-keeper, set great
store by him, as if the fate of the
factory hands. “To the
“a kind
while the trade-unionists consi-

was in his

military manager, he was
man”
dered him “an outstanding worker in
the factory."

There
his past, apart from a family tragedy.
At fiest his

was nothing special about

life was fortunate but

soon he met with bad luck. After
finishing his secondary schoal, he
took a job at the factory when it

was first making flavouring powder.
He used half his first month's salary
to treat his mates and the other half
to buy a gift for his sweetheart, whick
made his mother weep a whole night.
Life was most enjoyable; he had a
lot of dreams and few cares. He fell
in love only once, and married his
swectheart two years later. His wife
was a gentle and diligent gitl ; she
gave a lot of attention to ber
husband, and knew how to please him.
So he was very satisfied with his mat-
riage and confident of his future. But
life was not such smooth sailing as
he thought. Misfottune scon befell him,
quite unexpectedly.

His family happiness was broken
with the introduction of the American
way of life, which emphasized material
enfoyment and destroyed all human

values, His wife fell a victim to it,
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fiest by a desice for fashionable

clothes and foreign cosmetics ; and

then wild love-affairs and material

passions. At first, he mistook this for _

a rich life and overlooked it ;. but
by the time he realized the truth, it
was too late.

In pre-liberation Saigon the mue-
derers would preach philanthropy to the
religious ; the robbers would preach
virue to the and the
swindlers prevailed upon the righteous

so -that countless families were bro-

plundered,

ken up and innumerahle people were
killed. His family tragedy being no
exception, he himself :
“Mine is a dog’s life" or “No regret
for the renegade”.

consoled

He thus forgot his
wife and took piry on his three small
children, The thought of
them, the

more he
more he perseveringly
struggled with life, convinced that he
would manage to survive. However,
despite his effort, he met with one
difficulty after another. For him liEe
was a gulf teeming with sharks while

he was but a lonely cod.

The day after his wife’s desertion
he kept on working, disregarding his
wounded heart. Giving up all amuse-
ments in order to earn a living for
his small children and old mother ;
he did not take to drink as many
people would have done because he
did not feel desperate. He did not

-bother about time or his health, or

even about a One
thought spurted him on : to fulfil his
tasks as a father and a worker. So
he went to work thirty days a month
and threc hondred and sixty one days
a year — missing only four days on the
occasion of the Tét festival. Every
month he got his wage and a bonus

and every year an extra fifteen days’

sudden iflness.

pay. In addition, he was promoted to
key jobs in the factory. By dint of

working hard and saving, he managed
to huy a three-roomed house with
modern appliances. Thus he felt, from
his experience, that

a diligent man

could live comfortably in any society.

However, the life he had built up
with his sweat and tears soon collap-
sed : he had two callup papers.
When he received the first one, he
had to sell all his furniture in order
to bribe everybody, from the military
policemen to the district chief. One
yeat later, he was again called up.
He had to choose between his house
and the army. "Whom I shall shoot?
Who is my enemy ?" At times he
thought of the military policemen.
Had he been cbliged to join up, he
would shoot them, and then himself.
The thought of leaving behind three
small orphans restrained him. After
several nights of thought he sold hijs
house homeless. Life
fobbed him of everything and drave
him into an impasse. "I make sweot
tasting powder but am repaid with
sour things !" ‘he cursed.

Meanwhile, his employer laid off
sixty workers under rhe pretext that
the goods produced could not sell
because the GIs had withdrawn and
the government-controlled areas had
shrunk, ‘A struggle against the sack-
ings began. Though he was not
among the sixty unfortunate ones,
Hung anticipated the day when he
would suffer the same fate, and was
very worried. So he toolt part in
the struggle ocut of sympathy rather
than because he was class conscious.

and became

His action, nevertheless, infuriated
his boss.
One day, when he had finished

work and was going down the stairs,
the assistant handed him
his call-up papers, saying :

manager

. "Read it. A wedding-card”.
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Then he added mockingly :

“This time you'll leave yout skin
in the Highlands, old man.”

With the papers in his hand,
Hung saw nothing. The assistant-ma-
nager stared at hm. It was a dread-
ful moment. Drops of sweat fell on
the papers.

Knowing that he was frightened,
his interlocutor smiled and said :

"¢ou look dismayed, eh!”

Then he guffawed and patied
Hung's shouldder :

«]'m joking. Don’t woIry. The
boss has already fixed it.”

And the assistant-manager tore up
the papers and said :

«yWhere clse would you find such
a kind boss ?"” Then with a threat :
“Pity has its limits, 50 &Y to behave
well

Hung left him in 2 worried mood,
When he first saw the papers he in-
tended to shoot at his foot in order
to avoid the army because he could
not afford a bribe for the thied time.
This corrupt society was draining
his last drop of biood.

Next morning he learnt that the
scene arranged by the assistant-mana-
get was part of the plan to deal
with the workers' struggle. The boss,
as Hung was fully aware, treated
well the workers that lined his poc-
kets, and the bribe he made to the
rectuiting agent was nothing com-
pated with the profit he earned by
keeping Hung in the factory.

That afternoon, the struggle against
sacking failed after the military poli-
ce had arrested ten workers. Sixty
workers were laid off to Hung's des-

peration.

LIKE many Saigon people, Hung ex-
pected a radical change, He was fed
up with a society which recognized
money as the only value and ignor-
ed justice and dignity. "You've no
faults, but you are too poof. 1 can-
not live withour money. Everybody is
racing for money. 1 must join the
cace 1 his wife had said when leav-
ing him for a plantation-owner.
Abandoned by his wife, Hung nur-
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tured an aspiration for a better life,
in which everybody had values more
cacred than money and had noble
aims than gratifying themselves.’

When Hué, Da Nang, then Xuan
Léc fell and the puppet army and
the population thronged to Saigon,
Hung awaited the entry of the Lib-
eration Army. Early in April, the
foreign engineers had left along with
their Embassy. The factory closed
down. That morning, the workers gath-
ered before it. They spoke of many
things ; of the big wigs treading
npon each other to scutry away : of
the puppet soldiers murdering and
plundering ; of the evacuees in their
sorry plight. Hung did not join them
for time was pIessing.

He entered the factory and climb-
ed a long flight of stairs to reach the
conttol-room. He felt an appalling si-
lence, punctuated by the faraway
booming of guns. Hung opened the
preeding-room door ; the antomatic
machine kept on running like the
pendulum of a grand-father clock. He
stopped it and divided the cultures
in the container into three parts: he
left behind one part, brought another
to the company and rthe third he
took home to rear it in case the
others died. These cultures, he
hoped, might be useful.

The following days were not easy
to forget for a worker. Hung wit-
nessed the death throes of the Sai-
gon regime. In its agony, everything
rotten in its body was exposed in

the streets.

The cultures Hung brought home
grew fairly well thanks to his devoted
care and the various improvisarion;
he devised to replace the technical
means he lacked These tender cultu-
ces rearcd in those stormy days were
meant to create a sweet flavour for
lite.

On the seventh of June, Hung was
invited by the factory military mana-
gement committee to restart produc-
tion. All the foremen were convened.
The military manager was a0 old,
sturdy and severe looking man with
white hair.

Like the others, Hung foliowed all
his gestures. It was the first time in

twenty years that he had met a
representative  of the Revolution of
which he had heard so much slander.

The meeting lasted two hours, but
to no avail. Everybody was aware
that the reopening of the factory was
an urgent task in order to provide
the workers with jobs and the popu-
lation with goods. However, many
difficulties cropped up. First of all,
nobody knew the complete process
of making the flavouring powder, for
the foreign engincers had not disclosed
any professional secrets so as to exact
from the owner the best terms for

their work and the certainty of a

 pew contract when their contract ex-

pitcd: Thus, all techniques of calcu-
lation, fostering cultutes, the ratio of
glucose and various acids needed for
the cultures to grow, everything was
in their hands. These' materials were
necessary for the making of the
powder, Indeed, many factoties went
bankrupt for want of the basic chemi-
cals, Only the foreign engineers had
the knowhow., The workers had no
right to inguire about anything beyond
their individnal job : to watch clocks
and press buttons. In fact, automation
tuened them into robots. All the owner
aceded from them was profit and not
cteative spirit. Technique was the busi-
ness of the forcign engineers, The
assistants knew only how to carry out
their orders and write down the
figures on the clocks. Not surprisingly,
‘nebody present in the meeting knew

how to restore production.

*If the military management com-
mitice does not send us engineers, we
can do nothing,” rhey said.

Hung knew more than anybody
what was the real difficulty, and he
racked his brains to try to deal with
it. -

The others also thought about it
and from time ro time looked at one
another inquiringly. While waiting for
theit answer, the military manager
looked at each of them encouraging-
ly and tried to read their thoughts,
When he saw that Huog answered
his look, he nodded slightly to him.
And the worker understood : “Cheer
up | Master of the factory, life is in
your hands !,
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ACK home in the afternoon,
Hunj sent his children into the
next room and began working.

Rummaging through the papers he had
brought back from the factory, he
looked for the figures he needed and
jotted them down in his notebook.
After scribbling four pages he heard a
knock on the door. Thinking that his
mother called him for dinner, hesaid :

“I am busy. Please eat with the
kids, mum !"

A second knock was heard. He
stood up, annoyed but was struck
dumb when he opened the door. A
young woman's face appeared behind
his mother’s back The face was very
familiar to him. Before they were
wife and husband, he had said that
those eyes were “the doors of a lively
soul”, that nose was "typical of Asian
beauty”” and those lips were “the
incatnation of concupiscence”. Well,
that facce with gracious and fresh
features had at one time belonged to
him... Now she was quite a different
person. Her eyes were clonded with
deep sorrow while her farmerly rose
lips hung tiredly.

Fearing, perhaps, the look of her
former husband, the young woman
hastily stammered :

“I.. I come to see the children.”

Blood rushing to his face, Hung
dryly replied : “Next room,” and
slammed the door,

Only now did he feel tired. With
his shoes on, he threw himself on
his bed, his head resting on his crossed
hands and his eyes staring at the
ceiling. On the yellowish ceiling paper
two lizards were looking for mosqui-
toes, o
“She called on the children. And I
thought...”

He repelled that thought but an-
other one flashed through his mind :
“Had she apologized to me, would I
pardon her ?” He shut his eyes not
to look at the lizards which were
chasing each other, "No, no. On what
ground should I pardon ? She..” Then
another thought cut across : "What a
pity for her {" He heaved a heavy
sigh. Now he felt a terrible pain in
his head and wanted to sleep a few
minutes but couldn’t. Old memories
merged with scenes of the new life
in his thoughts,
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The quiet streets were plunged in

their night stecp. From time to time

some military cars patrolled the city
but their noise did not disturb the
prevailing  stillness.  Feeling thirsty,
Hung took a bottle of beer from his
refrigerator, poured ane glass and sat
at his table. He reviewed the columna
of figures copied in his notebook and
tried to work out the relation between
them. At times a column of figures
made him think for hours ; at times
he seized his pen and wrote rapidly
or weatily put his pen on the table
and scratched his head until a flush
of joy came to his face. In the end
he found the answer to the problem
and solved the relationships bet-
ween columns of figures, which he
then put into words,

Being diligent and careful, he re-
tead what he had written, underlined
the important phrases and queried the
doubtful ones. Now the entire process
of making the flavouring powder was
before him in all its details.

Carried away with relief, Hung
stood up and opened the window. A
draft laden with dew blew the sheets
of paper on the table. Enraptured he
looked up at the starry sky and hum-
med a tune. Far from weary, he felt
free in his mind_ For the first tims.
he realized the happiness of a man
who had doac useful work for the
Revolution, and he was transported
with joy,

The horizon in the east turned rosy.
A new day full of hopes was begin-

ning.
*
* Xk

HEN he opened his work-room,
Hung saw a note somebody
had thrust under the door.

The paper read :

"The boss sends you his greetings
and tells you to beware”

Hung frowned : "What does this
mean ? What boss ? He has been arres-
ted as a spy !". He was amazed ; he
put his papers on his desk, The room
scemed stuffy. Certainly it was a
threat, But why ? And who wrote
this note 2"

He tried to discover whose writing
it was but could not. Feeling a
shiver at the back of his neck, he
looked round at the door. It was

clear that somebody was shadowing
him, and deliberately trying to hinder
the restoration of production that the
military manager had asked him to
study and to report to him this
morning. What was to be done? If
he did not do as the note said, his
life could be in danger. In crowded
Saigon, agents of the old regime were
many, and he lived with no guarantee
of security, However, if he gave up
useful work for his country, which
provided jobs for hundreds of workers
as well as himself, because of an
insolent threat, he would be =
coward... His life had taken a ncw
tutn. Though stitl difficult, it was full
of promise. And his children would
have good schooling and live in inde-
pendence and freedom.

Hung had not yet decided how to
deal with the anonymous note when
the military manager summoned him
He took up the papers he needed
and locked the others in his drawer.
The work-room which had belonged
to the foreign engineers had all the
modern conveniences, some of them
beyond Hung’s understanding. On the
four walls hang drawings or embroi-
deries of Taiwanese, Korean, Japa-
nese and American landscapes in big,
polished glass frames. All the windows
were fitted with fresh blue velver
curtains. The desk and the filing-cabi-
nets were made of metal, their heavy
drawers fitted with automatic locks.
For nearly ten years working in the
factory, he had seen this room_ It was
not until yesterday afternoon, "after
over an hour’s talk with the military
manager that he was told to move in
here, so everything was unfamiliar to
him.

When he entered the manager's
office, many people were already
there, among them tbe &oremen.
Upon' seeing him, the manager beck-
oned him to come and sit near bim.

The meeting began, Hung stood up
and repotted on rhe formula of the
ferment. At first, he was nervous,
for he had never before spoken in
public, Alf eyes were encouragingly
fixed on him. A few minutes latcr,
he recovered his netves and spoke
fluently. When asked gquestions, he
answered them by writing rows of
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figures and ended his technical report
amidst warm applauses and admita-
tion,

Hung felt a flush on his face while
his heart beat fast. With a light
head now, he imagined himself flying
in the air. He could not know all
the joys brought by the Revolution,
but at least he knew this one,

However, the shadow of the old
regime still haunted his thinking. He
felt malicious eyes on him. He tried
to dispel this fear by reasoning, but
to no avail. His knowledge of the
Revolution was too small. The new
social otder which fulfilled the aims
and desires of working people like
himself, was nevertheless too new to
be understood fully In spite of that,
his confidence in the new regime was
firm — whicb gave him the strength to
gu ahead.

The following days were very busy
for Hung. The manager decided to try
out the production of a hundred and
twenty tons of flaveuring powder ;
so his time and energy were completely
concentrated on that task. He stayed
in the work-room and took his
meals in the factory. Some nights he
could sleep only for one hour. Some-
times he could nor finish his
without being called upon, Along
with the workers he did three shifts
on the machines, Many wotkers tried
to persuade him to go to bed, but
he refused. Thete were old workers
who rebuked him :

"You don’t trust us, it seems. You
must let us to be masters, too. You
always stand at our side, like a

meal

boss."

Far from displeasing Hung, this
reproof made him better understand
his work mates and sometimes moved
him to tears. On the management’s
orders and out of estecem for him,
the cooks brought him every night a
bowl of soup ar a bottle of sweet
drink. This kindness had not been
seen in pre-revolutionary days. Being
a man of feeling, Hung was really
affected. He rightly thought that
money had an end while [feeling
lasted forever, especially a revolution-
ary feeling.

The production entered its fourth
day. The fermentation was excellent
and the first neutralization achieved.
The cultures grew fast because all
the making processes were correctly
done. As the difficulties were readily
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solved by the workers, there was no
infection. .

On the fifth day, when Hung was
dozing the telephone rang up :
“Second neutralization was coming,
please come I” Tt was a quarter past
two a.m. Hung was pleased with the

success, Only two days more and
one hundred and twenty tons of
flovouring powder would be sifted

and put into sachets. Though he had
almost no rest for the past five days
and nights, he did not feel tired and
wondered why he was in such good
form.

The passage leading to the ma-
chines where the second neutralization
was being worked was a small cor-
tidor. The
crisscrossed  pipes were quiet after
compieting their work,k “If all is well,
from next week these boilers
have to work continually,”
smilingly thought to himself.

While stepping down the staircase,
Hung suddeuly felt a beavy weight
on his shoulder, then a violent pain
reaching up to his head. A few more
steps onto the ground floor, and he
collapsed, unconscious,

will
Hung

In his coma he heard foot steps and
voices in the distance. He strained his
eyes, but again lost consciousness,

It was not until next afternoon that
he came to and realized that he was
in a hospital. After drinking eagerly
a glass of milk given to him wirh a
spoon by a nurse, he felt his thirst
gone and his body warm again. In a
weak voice he asked :

“Do you know when I came here ?"

“The factory brought you here at
a quarter past two last night.”

“Who brought me here 2"

"A white-haited man saying he is
your father.”

Hung frowned, then stammered :

“No, my father died long ago,
when T was twelve. The white-haired
man is the military manager of the
enterprise.”

The nurse was astonished :

“That is a surprise for me. This
morning he called hete twice and
was upset because you hadn't regained
consciousness.”

"Did anybody else come ?”

“A lot of workers from the factory,
but I didn't let them come in. Ounly
an old woman and a young one, after

many entreaties, were allowed in_

big glucose boilers with

The old woman said she is your
mother and the other a neighbour of
yours.”

Hung smiled with a flush on his
face :

“Well, the old woman is my
mother but I don’t know who is the
meighbour as yet. What did my mother
say " -

“She wept pitifully. ‘Then she
implored me to belp put you on
your feet again. As if we would
abandon you to your death ! She said
that somebody had beaten you. Is
that true ? Strange, that you fght at
two am. like children. *

The girl’s candid words
Hung. She might not
SOTFOW  Was.

amused
know whbat

“Can I go home tomotrow ?"

The nurse looked at him »"

“How can you? You have to stay
here one week at the best.”

Hung wes worried about the batch
of flaveuring powder in the making
at the Factory. Second neutralization
would be achieved tomorrow noon,
The powder would be poured into
troughs then put into a centrifugal
machine to separate water from it

and tomorrow night it would be
sifted and conveyed to the packing
section. This important moment in

the process made Huug anxious.
Unaware of his thoughts, the nurse
teased him :

*You miss your mother, it seems.”

Hung answered with a lie :

“Do you know why I must g0
home tomorrow noon ?
matried...” smiled.

Then the girl said mischievously :

"If that is
here."

“Because your health cannot stand
such a grear happiness.”

Upon this the girl left while Hung
gazed at her white blouse_disappear-
ing behind the door and smiled.

I'm getting
Hung

ttue you must stay

His wound was a slight one, The
villain perhaps intended to break his
head but had failed, and Hung osly
got a bruise on his shoulder. Fortu-
nately his clavicle was unhurt, so he
was able to go home after two days
of treatment. The more he feared the
anonymous note, the more he hated
and despised his enemy.

*
* %
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UNG went home in a car pro-
vided by the factory. His

appearance made his mother
weep. Smelling a  concoction of

oriental drugs, he asked her:

“Whar drug is that ?”

Drying her tears with tbe lap of her
dress, she answered :

“Yesterday the old man at the fac
tory came and gave me forry thou-
sand piasters to buy you some orien-
tal drugs, 1 am making a concoction
and intended to bring it to you in
the hospital this evening. How are
you now ?”’

“f am quite well. Do you have
anything to eat, mum ? [ have.to go
to the factory.”

“A meal is ready but you have
to take a rest. I have been anxious
about you these last days. If any-
thing happened to you, my only son—
the old woman felt a lump in her
throat — the children and I would be
alone.”

Then she burst into sobbing. Very

moved, Hung tried to comfort his
mother :
“Death does not come so easily.

Tven in the past we managed to live
through hard oppression. There is no
fear if we love and help each other”

"and we have to be virtuous teo.
When you were in the hospital many
people both men and women from the
factory came and inquired about your
health, They brought gifts and asked
if we needed anything. I don't have
anything to say about the gifts, but
what is precious is the friendshkip in
time of misfortune. So you have to
appreciate your fellow-men.”

Thinking of what the nurse had
said, Hung asked his mother :

"By the way who came with you
to the hospital yesterday ?"

wwell, the children’s mother. Aban-
doned by the plantaticn-owner, she
called here before going to settle in

the new cconomic zone but you
didn’t teceive her ; 1 was ten times
mote indignant with her than you,

but now 1 feel sorry for her. Truth
ta tell, it was not entirely her fault ;
the corrupt socicty had also its part.
She is now sorry and is having 1o
rebuild her broken life. One should
not beat people who come to you.

Unlike the former society, this one
prizes vircue. And it is precisely
because we ate virtuous that she

comes to us, my son”
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Hung was moved by his mother’s
generosity. Like her, he took pity on
the woman. It was, however, a long
way from pity to conjugal love.

“[s she still in Saigod or has she
gone away, mother ?"

“She went away yesterday noon.
She said that she would invite the
children and myself for a visit once
she had her house built "

“Did she ask anything about me ?”

Her mother smiled :

“She asked why you did not get
a wife.”

“What did you answer ?"

"] said that you are afraid the
children would be unhappy. Her eyes
filled with tears and she answered :
I am ashamed that I only thought
of my own _happiness’ 1 had ' to
comfort her for a long time before
she stopped sobbing. And not only
she but the children .also were unfoc-
tunate. So you have to solve the pro-
blem yourself, As for me, 1 am
already old, I long to see you
happy." ’ : .

The story puzzled Hung. Mother
and son understood each other quite
well. He that his mother
wanted him to pardon his wife but
she did not say it openly, for she
was aware that he would do as she
wished, and she did not want to use
her influence as a mother so that he
For his part, Hung

knew

would obey her,

could not give his mother a firm
answer. To please her he said :
“Tet me think it over. Such an

important affait cannot be settled in
one day."”

Then he put ‘on  his working
clothes and took his canvas cap and
said :

“Now I have to go the factory.
The batch of
will be ready for the sifting this after-
noon.”

flavouring powder

While Hung was leaving home, rhe
factory was in a bustling. The workers

on the first shift who had finished
their work an hour before, now
gathered in front of the chemical

testing room to wait for the result
The manager was discussing with the
foremen the future plans for the
factory. The cooks were preparing a

large meal with deer meat to cele-

brate the production fulfilment. An
atmasphere of festivity prevailed.

Meanwhile, the chemical testers
were busy at work, They were
excited at each resnlt, and were
embarrassed as people asked them

over and . over again about the test.
While talking with the foremen the
military manager kept on glancing at
the room. The entire facrory was
waiting for the result,

At last, the chief tester went and
reported the result to the manage-
ment. Soon the who sat
chatting in the yard rushed toward
them,

“Ninety-nine  degrees
said the chief tester.

workers

of protein,”

A whisper went round the aowd :

"How much, old chap "

A foreman then cupped his hands
to his mouth and shouted :

"Ninety-nine degrees of protein !
The same as before the liberation !”

The clapping of hands came from
one corner. A young woman worker
jumped up and cheered.

The crowd milled
canteen, excited and speaking about
the first batch of flavouring powder
produced by themselves. Only those
who had done the work could fully
appreciate the success,

Hung arrived when the party was
in full swing. Advancing quickly, he
immediately noticed by the
manager who then to meet
him. Secing that, many workers also
gathered around him, inquiring about
his health. It was ten minutes before
order was restored.

"The manager led Hung to the table
and said to the whole gathering :

"Hung has just told me he will try
to bring production to two hundred
tons of powder each month, twenty
tons more than before the liberation
Do you agree ?”

A chorus was heatd :

“Agreed | Agreed !"

Then a loud voice :

“Let us drink to our victory and
to Hung's health 1”

Many people approached Hung.
Amid the cdlinking of glasses Hung
was very moved. For the first time
he was filled with an immense joy.

toward the

was
went

Saigon, November 1975,
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{True story
of pilot Nguyen Thanh Trung)
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N a runwoy of Bien Hoa pup-
pet air-base, three F.5E fight-
ers, standing side by side,

were ready for the toke-off. Two
pilots, Nge Hoang, captain, and
Duy Anh, were chatting quietly,
waiting for their mate : Lieutenant
Ngo Luom, to complete the sguo-
dron.

The weather was most favourable
for their bombing mission. Their
craft would be the A.37 bombers.

_As in April 1975, divisions of in-
fontry, marines and other crack
units were badly mauled, the enemy
stepped up his bembing raids te
such on extent he had no more
bombers availoble.

It was nearly time for the toke-
off, yet Luom was not in sight. On
the runwoy, a young officer wos
scrutinizing the sky, impatient.

“Lieutenant Trung,” said captain ._

Nge Heang, “You ore chafing at
having no mission todoy !”

“Oh yes, of course. In such fine
weather and in  such circumstances §
We've lost all the Central High-
lands. And as a reservist, I'm
twiddling my thumbs here !"
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Editor's Note : On April 8, 1975, while the PLAF big oflensive was
going on in the provinces of central Viet Nam, Thieu's “Presidential
Palace” was attocked by a mysterious F.5E, a type of warplane
available only to Thiew's air force. On April 28, there was another
air roid by A, 37s American jet planes against Tan Sen Nhat air-base.

Nguyen Thanh Trung, on aviator of the puppet alr force, took part
in these acts of great couroge ond daring.

Who is Nguyen Thanh Trung ?

Nguyen Thanh Trung (left), back

from the bombing roid on the

Tan Son Nhot air-bose on April
28, 1975.

Ngo Hoang nodded his head in
assent.

“Well," Trung went on after a
short pause, “:f Luom does not turn
up, | volunteer to toke his place.”

His propasol came at the right

moment : Hoang agreed, first be-
cause, being chief of the mission, it
saved him a lot of trouble, then
becouse Trung was one of the best
pilots in the squadron.
Nha Trang, the target of the
mission, was one of the two last
provinces jn central Viet Nam
then under heavy pressure of the
PLAF.

As he was aobout to taxi off,
Heang heard Trung’s voice in his
earphone :

ricans — wos  still

“Ill join you in a second, cap-
tain | There’s o fault in my plane
which needs a small repair.”

Troubles occurring at the time of
the take-off are frequent. Hoeng
gave his consent and taxied off.

A few seconds later, when Trung
left the runway his mates were
already far away. Instead of catch-
ing up with them, he climbed and
then turned to the right. Saigon
was below. He could distinctly see
the main thoroughfares, and at a
crossroads a huge T-shoped build-
ing : the “Presidential Palace”. It
was half past eight. “Thieu is there,
for sure,” thought Trung.

In fact, arriving ot 8 om. in
his palace, Thieu immediately heod-
ed for his office where Vu Quang
Chiem, chief of his military cobinet,
was waiting. At the look of the
lotter, he had the premonition that
no welcome news wos expected.
The PLAF were progressing toward
Saigon from two directions. On the
air, the Soigon colonels captured
at Do Nang called on their troops
to lay down their weapons while
inveighing ogainst Thieu and his
regime,

Thieu ground his teeth. The army,
which together wth the police was
the foundation-stone of his regime,
began to disintegrate. However
one last roy of hope remained for
him : his oir force — the third in
the world according to the Ame-
loyol to him.

All of a sudden, hix polace wos
shaken by an explosiocn end o jet
plane passed in the sky. No air-
craft wos allowed to fly over the
“capital”. He did not come to, yet
a second explosion was heard. The
AA botteries defending the palace
crackled and increased his confu-
sion. Like a robet, he was pushed
into his shelter by an officer of his
guard unit.

When General Cae Van Vien,
chief of the General Stoff, came
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to the palace, he danced atten-
dance for a long while before
seeing his president wha, wild
looking, appeared in a. dirty dress.

Thieu was facing the hard truth :
ot this crucial moment, he received
a mortal blow from those whom he
hod considered to be the most
trustwarthy, Cao Van Vien hastened
to express to him the loyalty of the
army.

At noon Thieu appeared on the
T.V. to thank God for having saved
him from a “thoughtiess oct" per-
formed “individuclly” by an oirman.

That very night, the security ser-
vice received orders to sift the
records of all the officers and to
immediately carry out investigo-
tions to find out the criminal among
his men,

An officer not like
the others

That morning, while she was
about to go to market, Mrs Trung
noticed something unusual in front
of her house : two officers of the
security forces were pacing to and
fro. This ougured ill. However she
felt reassured, ©s she wos the wife
of an officer of the Saigon airforce.
Her husband had tleft the house
o shert while before to go to Bien
Hoa. He told her he wos on the
reserve list and would come back
as usucl. Immediately she realized
that she wos mistoken, The door
opened and there stood an officer.

"Mrs Trung 2"

“Yes, | am.” .

"Will you please follow me I”

She started. A car was there to
take her oway.

“What have | done to be -
rested 2"

She wanted to offer some resis-
tance.

“Don't say this is an arrest,
Madom ! A simple invitation to you
ta go on a business regording
yourself.”

At Bien Hoa airbase, she was
greeted by Truong, heod of the
security office, with o smile. But
soon she “smelt o rat” and became
vigilant. :

After same  honeyed
Truong showed his hand :

“Has your husband any brother
or sister #*

words,
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dear ones, he

“One sister and one brother,™
“True ¥

“Why not 2*

“"Has he any nickname 2*

i

"He hos borne his name :
Nguyen Thanh Trung since our
wedd.ng.”

Truong shifted to another sub-
ject :

"Where is his father 2"

“"Dead I"

"How did he die 2"

"By illness.”

“No, it's not true"

“Why, you're surprised that an
old man dies of illness 2"

Truong tried in vain to worm
things out of her, who, onyhow,
told all thot she knew abaut her
husband.

They had met eoch other after a
trivial incident : she had trouble
with her Hondo ; a young man,
kind, huendsome and carrect, come
to her help, They met again many
times afterwards. The romance led
to a marriage and twe children
were born to them. Trung was very
loving and kind to his wife and
dear little ones. They lived o hap-
py life.

Qutwardly, Trung looked like the
others. He wore .a Nguyen Cao
Ky-type moustache. With his mates
in the air force he was boisterous,
but ot home he wos a serious and
thoughtful father, olien to drinking
and smaking.

She knew that her husband had
a mother and a younger sister,
and perhaps some brotiers. But
he spoke little of his family, -

Beside the t'me devoted to his
liked to seclude
himself with his rodic set to which
he listened with an earphone,
sometimes very lote inta the night,
Was he a crypto-revolutionary 2

She suspected this since long ond
was afraid for him. But where he’

was now ¢

"A new mission

Towards the end of May 1969,
Nguyen Thonh Trung, who was
atiending the second year of the
Sagon Faculty of Sciences, was
admitted to the Flying Officer
Training School to which he had
made an opplication the previous
year. This time he joined an elite

unit in the army. Before leaving for.

Nha Trong where the schoo! was
located, a friend came to see him.
The visit was short as the mon only
said laconically : “Come this eve-
ning ta Mr Ba Hoan, at 7.”

Ba Hoan, his uncie, lived in My
Tho town. He woas punctual at the
appointment. His uncie presented
him ta o fifty years old man and
vanished d.screetly, leaving him
alone with the stranger.

They talked at length or rather
it was Trung who listened to the
soliloquy of the man. Trung was
visibly moved. The importonce of
the subject was gouged by the
very cautious attitude of the
stranger.

"Tomarrow, you'll enter the Flying
Officer Training Schoal. This will
be your battleground. As a revo-
lutionary, be firm and loyal to the
Party. Be reody to foce all even-
tuality. The Party has confidence
in you and will guide you in all
your actions, Be worthy of this con-

fidence, of your fother ond your

dear ones,.”

Thus o new life began for Nguyen
Thanh Trung.

At the school, he wos appre-
cioted by his Americon teachers.
Once, the colonel director of the
school patted him on the shoul-
ders ond soid: “l am sure that
you'll become a good chief. Bear
in mind that the Vietnamese pilots
ore omong the best in the world...”

Then he went thraugh two years’
prebation in the US.

After his return to south Viet
Nom, he manned first bombers,
then fighters.

After each mission, his behaviour
did not escape the inquisitive looks
of his wife. Sometimes he wos
merry ;| sometimes he was sad ond
crestfallen and preferred to  sit
alone in a corner.

The death of a Viet Cong‘

1963. An Khanh village in Ben
Tre province wos in utter confu-
sion. Sergeant-major Thao, an un-
thinking supporter of the regime,
led his men in an operation to Hunt
¢ “dongerous Viet Cong" whose
presence in the locolity had just
been revealed.

The hunted man was Dinh Van
Dou, secretory of the underground




District Party Commiltee, held res-
ponsible for all the misfortunes of
the local administration. All at-
tempts to capfture him hod failed
up to this time. Dau, coming for
a meeting of the cadres in his na-
tive village, colled in to see one
of his children who was sick. His
house had been secretly . watched
by Thoo ond his men : Dou wos
shot deod and his corpse thrown
into the river and his house bumt
down. ]
Dau had three other sons, one
of whom, Dinh Thanh Trung, lived
with o relative in My Tho, to con-
tnue his secondory education. On
that doy, Trung ond his brother,
attracted by the smoke rising over
their villoge, located 5 kilometres
from the town as the crow flies,
wanted to return to their ‘house.
At mid-woy they were halted by
one of their ocquointances who
soid : “Run away quickly ! Your
father hos just been killed, your

mother ond sister led away and
your house burnt. They are after
you.”

Dinh Thonh Trung retraced  his
steps ; he sow Uncle Bay, o com-
rade of his father, and wanted to
join the ranks of the militia, think-
ing that this was the only way to

avenge his father and his village.

Uncle Bay advised him agoinst
such idea : “You're too young to
do anything.” he said, “Return to
your study. Each has his role to
play in the revolutionary struggle
and a right place fin it."

Dinh Thonh Trung made strong
protest.

His uncle reassured him, saying
“There w.i! be o job for you. During
his life, your fother and | had cha-
sen o road for you, your brothers
and sisters. For you, we had o spe-
cial plan. We wanted to give you
long and exocting work, so | say :
go back to your school !"

*But..." soid Trung, abashed.

Uncle Bay had a broad smile :
*Of course, this is not for dipio-
mas. But you must have a solid
basis. Look !".

Uncle Boy stopped and pointed
to the Milky Way in the sky.

“The night is serene and a my-
riad of stars are scintillating,” he
sa.d. “Many are not visible to your
sight. It's the same for the revo-
lutionaries. Many are glittering but
others have to be kept in the
shade. Understand %.."

-

"Yes I”

“Then, from now on, your name
Dinh Thanh Trung, son of the Com-
munist Dinh  Von Dau, will be
chonged into Nguyen Thonh Trung,
son of Mr So-ond-5o. Remember
this.”

Under that new
Thanh Trung went
condary education,
scientific studies

identity, Nguyen
on with his se-
then part of hs
before applying

for admittonce to the Flying Officer |

Training School, while receiving @
strict order not 1o reveal his true

" identity and personality, Being the

son of o revolutionory killed by the
traitors, ond yet compelled to work
with them ond the aggressors,
there were maony times when he
wanted to fly at the throot of his
:nstructors, the American officers,
and the torturers of his fellow
countrymen. When, after his admis-
sion to the officers’ schoo!, he re-
turned home to see his mother in
his puppet army uniform, the oid
woman did not believe her eyes:
thad he so quickly forgoiten his
father und his brothers who were
now underground fighters % Nguyen
Thanh Trung felt the same pain,
and promised to tell the truth to
his mother some time in the future.

*

The truth was so simple.

The wing lieutenant Nguyen
Thanh Trung waited for the mo-
ment when he wos able to carry
out the "bombordment” for which
he had made elaborate prepara-
tions. This accurred at last on the
morning of April 8, 1975. He had
na time ta inform the licison agent
who, as agreed, should send his
wife and children ta safety.

Twenty days later, April 28,

Nguyen Thanh Trung commanded a ’

squadron of A.37 bombers to
storm Tan Son Nhut a.rbase. He
was unaware thot the Saigon se-
curity services had detained his
wife ond children at that air-base.
Taking advantage of the Ttonfusion
caused by the bembing, two PLAF
men came and rescued the womon
and the children.

Later Trung returned home to his
wife, children and mother. This
explains his action. A star has
reappeared in the Milky Way.

Ha Dinh Nhuong
adopted by MAI HO

HE 10th Information Conference

. of Aschaeologists in the
~ DRVN has just been held in
Hanoi. Meetng regularly for the
jast ten years there wos gathared
together this year neorly two hun-
dred - research workers of the Ar-
chaeological Institute, of the Social
Sciences Committee, of the History
section of the Hanoi University, the
institute and the Museum of His-
tory, in addition to those of various
adjacent d.sciplines — anthropolo-
gy. paleoniology, geology, PNYsics
cliemistry, ethnography, linguistics...
The scientists, members of the
south Vietnamese delegation taking
part in the 30th anniversary of the
founding of the DRVN, deliberately
prolonged their stay in the capitol
to attend tne conference—0 signif-
icant oction corried out just at ©
time when preparations were being
made to achieve the national re-
unsfication so much awaited by ol
the Vietnamese in the north as
well os in the south.
Opening the session,
Huy Thong, Durector
Nam Archaeological Institute, wn-
dedined the striking progress made
by the recently formed orchaeolog-
ical bronch in Viet Nom during
the war years, and pointed to the
evar increasing armount and quality
of the work done in the lost few
years.
jp fact, it emerges from the 90
reports and speeches mode at tne
conference thot our research work-
ers had gathered © good harvest
since the last conference held in
1974. Not only were some hypothe-
sas corroborated and some dato
made clearer, but many gaps in
time, as in space, Were also filled.

Prof. Pham
of the Viet

¥

The attention of the audience
was fiest drawn to the reports on
the Tham Om cave, west of Nghe
An province. The discayery, in that

cave, af remains of o fossil man
of anthropod and various fossil
animals together with an imple-

ment made fram o fragment of the
late paleolitic age, confirms  the
presence of man in these regions
as early os the remotest time ; this
was furthermore confirmed late in

the fifties by the discovery of the

. important palealithic site at Nui Do

which daotes back, according to
some Vietnamese research workers,
over 300,000 years. Ameng the find-
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The 10th lnformation Conference
of Archaeologists in the DRVN

ings the anthropologists and pale-
ontologists of the Archueologlcul
Institute noted :

- The presence of three fossil
teeth of sapient characters mixed
with those of the pithecenthrope
with a predominonce of the former,
They think that in the present stage
of the research, these remains can
be classified half-way. - between
homo sapiens and home erectus,
pending more profound studies.

— An implement hewn from a
quartz fragment cut according to
the clactonian technique very simi-
lar to those of the lote Soanian
in India. The interest of the object
is the fact that it has been discov-
ered together with the probable
remains of its maker, rather than
in itself, a thing that had never
happened in Viet Nom before.

—An incisor of the upper jow of
the gigantopithecus blacki, this
main fossil of the V.llafranca fauna
which was discovered in China and
Pakistan some time ago. It is
however the first time that it is
found ot such @ southern latitude,

Fossil  molars of cavemen

The authors of the report alse
recall, among other things the find-
ings made previously at Thdim
Khuyen (Lang Son province) and
Hang Hum (Yen Bai province) —
teeth of pithecenthropus pekineniis
at Tham Khuyen and teeth of homo
sopiens in a layer containing the
founa of early pleistocene at Hong
Hum — which, added to the last
discovery, made it possible - to
obtain a glimpse of part of the
evolution of man in these regidhs

of Asio in the period correspond-'_

ing to the end of the Mindel-Riss
inter-ice age and to the Riss glq-
ciation in Europe (dated back for
250,000 — 140,000
present time). .

Within the same framework,
there is another series of reports of
great interest regarding the discov-
ery of human remains in sepul-
chres with coffins made of grooved

tree trunks in the Chau Can, Phu”

Xuyén district, Ha Tay province,

with two skulls (the best ones ever
preserved by Vietnamese onthropo-
logists), one belonging to o« womaon

unearthed in Tham Om {Nghe e

An nrovince),
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years to _the

about thirty, and the other to a
man of sixty. These ovoid doliche-
cephalic, and hypsicephalic, with
short, large, lightly prognathous
faces, and low orbits ond metopic
suture, were examined by Dr Do
Xuon Hop who pointed to some
Australoid  traits, Other research
workers, on the contrary, laid
stress on the Indonesian predom-
inance. Let us recall that the anth-
ropologists call Indonesian those
who had a mixture of Australoid
and Mongoloid features repre-
sented now by the majoriy of
the population of the Central High-
lands in south Viet Nam, In any
case that importont discovery sup-
plied a new element of the ‘“yel-
lowing” pracess of the Australoid
which -would finally have led to the
present Viet, going through, as
upheld by some research workers,
an archaic form of Mongoloids, It
olso enables us to fil{ the gap on
the onthropologic map of Viet Nam
at the neo and cholcolithic periods,
net to mention that the mode of
interment and the black lacquered
teeth of these persons undoubtedly
offer some interest insofor as
paleaethnology is concerned.

While there wos no important
finding (sove the quartz artefact
belonging to the late Paleslithic
age}, this astounds nobody as
rarity is the chorocteristic of the
discovery made of remote times —
the archaeologists hove excavated
many sites Lkelonging to .a more
recent epoch, Many reports regard-
ing the discovery of important
depasits at Ban Pho, Cum Don and
Sap Viet were furthermore present-
ed at the conference. These three
sites located either on the river
tarraces or on the hills olong the
Da river (Black river), in Son Lo
province, supplied lithic moterial
interesting in many fields. Though
found in @ cultural strotum withaut
apparent stratigraphy, the typola-
gy of artifacts is such thot the

19




archaeologists could easily recog-
nize a succession of many
tries. The oldest is composed of
pebbie implements roughly hewn,
akin to those of the Son Vi culture
discovered in the hilly regions of
Vinh Phu province. Those at Ban
Pho which have a rough workman-
ship are certainly older still ; accord-
ing to their discoverers, they could
be classified in the “pre-Son Vi
industry ». Then comes Hoo Binh
material : implements hewn on anly
one side; tools of a big sub-
rectangular section ; short axes
and amygdaloid implements. 1t is
worth recalling that that industry,
discovered in 1925, in the grottos
of Hoa Binh province (North Viet
Nam), has since then become the
subject of a great number of works
of foreign and Vietnaomese research
workers, and is generally consider-
od as belonging to the mesolithic
age. The dotes obtained with C14
for varous sites in Viet Nam
and Thalland vary between 9,000
and 11,000 years age. From
the sites at Son La were discovered
polished stone implements com-
parable to those of the Phung
Nguyen industry considered by
many as belonging to the bronze
age ond coinciding chronolog-
ically with the beginning of the
Hung Kings' period, the period of
the foundation of the Van Lang
State. The research workers con-
clude that the discovery of that
group of deposits has on the one
hand confirmed the existence of
a pebble industry "in the open” —
the Son Vi
added o new and earlier link to
that industry, regarded at present as
the oldest of what the Vietnamese
archaeologists called « pebble tra-
dition » : and on the other hand,
enabled us to follow the evolution
of local lithic industries since that
« pre Son Vi» of Ban Pho dating
from the end of the paleclithic age
to the Phung Nguyen culture.

This leads us to speak of the
reports regarding such and such
aspects of the Hung Kings' period
which coincides chronologically with
the more recent industries of the
Fhung Nguyen, Dong Dau and Go
Mun, and with the famous Dong
Son ero. Their great number shows
that the subject remains the most
impartant  of the archaeoclogical
research in the DRVN. In addition
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industry, —and even’

to the far-reaching study carried out
on the materials collected during
the previous exacavations, the spec-
trographic examination of earthen
ware ; the expetimental manu-
facture of stone bracelets and the
interpretation of an engraved tablet
found at Phung Nguyen - the re-
search workers devoted their efforts
10 the discovery of new deposits
with the aim of recognizing the
limits of the country at the mo-
ment of its birth. - The successes are
numerous such as the discovery of
the Hoa Loc and Phu loc sites in
the district of Hau Lac {Thanh Hoa
province), of Tri Oi site {Nghe An
province), that of Me Bac cave
{Lang Son province). Though of re-
cent date, the archaeological col-
lections gathered ot these sites
show each several particular cha-
racieristics. Excavations made at
Hoo Loc and Phu Loc covering an
area of 1,500 square metres reveal
mainly :

—the lithic objects generally
found in the neolithic deposits in
Viet Nam (rectangular axes, shoul-
dered axes, polishers..) and also
lesser known artefacts such as true
fioes having nearly the same size
as the present day metaliic hoes ;
asymmetrical  blade  implements,
prefigurations of bronze Implements
of identical shape ; ploughshares ;
and

— particularly abundant and rich-
ly decorated pottery : containers of
various shapes, bracelets, earrings,
pearls, matrices having variegaoted
designs, probably used in the de-
corations of earthenware, whase
reproduction however has not been
found up fo the present time ; a
type of article of parallelepipedic
shape similar to the old inkstands
of Chinese scribes whose wuse
still remains enigmatical.

The study, st'll limited, of rich ma-
teriel which dates back, according
to the discoverers, to the third
millenary B.C. already enables us
to confirm the existence in these
regions of tribes of husbandmen
whose regular activities were hunt-
ing and fishing.

The open site at Trai Oi and the
Me Boc cave have not been en-
tirely investigated. However, o col-
lection has been made at Trai Qi
of a lithic implement set composed
solely of stone axes {(obout thirty)
the polishing of which did not

The Hue Quang tower {Yen Tu,

Quang Ninh _province) built

under the Tran dynasty.

erose all the traces left by the
rough dressing. It is interesting to
note that on all the artefacts
found, the angle formed by the
edge of the implement and its
shoulder is obtuse. Together with
that implament was found earthan-
ware decoraled wita pcrattel liner
and covered vith o red slip. The
excavators think that all these
porticularities make of Trai Oi a
neclithic site nearer to those in
southern Trung Bo than to those
in the midlands of Bac Bo, dating
back roughly to the third millenary
B.C. The Me Boc cave, dug on the
flank of a limestone mountain, con-
tains archaeological rnateriel  fur
less important than the two pre-
vious ones. It is also o materiel o
the latest neolithic.

Qther reparts acquaint™us with
the excavations of lithic objects
made virtually everywhere : Hoo
Binh implements in the districts of
Tuong Duong and Con Cuong
(highland of Nghe An} and along
National Highway No. 7 ; pebble
implements in the lime stone moun-
tains of Nghia Lo, in the provinces
of Hoa Binh and Quang Ninh and
on the hills of Ha Bac..
~ The new discaveries of bronze
articles have been mentioned in &
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great number of reports made at
the conference. We cite several
branze drums of Heger type | and
Il, found in Nghe An (where was
alsc discovered a statuette of Bud-
dha of the some olloy), in Nam
Ho, Ha Toy and Thanh Hea.
Others findings were made at Dan
Fhuong and Binh Tan (Vinh Phu
province}, at Yén chdu (Son La
province) ot Dan Ne Thuong
{Thonh Hoao province)... Regarding
these discoveries, the research
workers propose to make new clas-
sificotions of drums type | found so
far.

¥

A great part of the work was
devoted to the feudal epoch. Large-
scale excavations were made in the
premises of the domain belonging
to Prince Tran Quong Khai, a high-
ranking dignitary of the Tran dyn-
asty {13th century}, ot the necropo-
lis of the kings of that dynosty at
Tom Duong {Thai Binh province).
The research workers were also
interested in the pagodas and stu-
pas at Yen Tu (Quang Ninh pro-
vince) of the same period, and dis-
covered in that holy land of Bud-
dhism, sanctified by Tran Nhan
Tong (who spent the rest” of his
life there), o stone statue of that
monarch, who was victorious over
the Yuans.

Other archaeologists are further-
more interested in ancient cities,
among others, Lam Kinh (locoted
in the present province of Thanh
Hoa), second capital of the Le,
Long Yén (Ho Bac province) ond
chiefly Thang Leng (now Hanoi).

In this respect, it is worth
noticing an interesting fact: as
everyone knows, President Ho Chi
Minh's mauscleum was {naugura-
ted in August last. The monument
is built in Ba Dinh square, on
the old site of the western gote
of the ancient imperial citadel. It
was necessary to save at any cost
the vestiges of the past which
could have lain underground, o
problem which constontly accupied
" the minds of the buijlders working
in the countries having a rich past
and where the building of roads
and factories could risk, ot any
moment, the destruction of precious
vestiges of that past. Here the
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officials respons'ble for the site
met with the representatives of all
the research bodies concerned and
asked them to do the work in such
a way that these troces be suoved
from the bulldozers but without
hampering the progress of the
work, During the session, on ad
hoc committee was set up and
immediately got down to the task.
Thus, it was possible to discover
a section of a wall west of the old
imperiol citadel, together with an
importont  collectian of orticles
dating bock to the Ly and Tran
epoch, including stone projectiles,
architectural  motifs,  chinaware,
bronded bricks and tiles, and a
round structure, kind of well - full
of bones of animols belongingsto
some fifty types of savage or domes-
tic species having o kinship bet-
ween them, as certain discoverers
thought, with mogical rites. The
present study of these articles has
supplied precious informotion in
relation to the history of the capi-
tal, which fully justifies the efforts
made by the archaeologists and
alsc by the officiols responsible for
the site, whose example, in our
opinion, should be followed.

As soid above, mony research
workers connected witn  various
branches of archaeclogy took part
in the conference. Thus we were
able to get acquainted with such
wranches of research as geology,
paiynology, paleontology, chemistry,
physics. For example, an ethnologist
presented, together with otner
archaeologists, an essay on the
interpretauon of  the rupestral
engravings found at Chapa: they
are designs engraved on nearly
one hundreds biocks the size of
which varies between 1 X 2 % 2
metres and 12 X% 6 X} 8 metres,
disposed  without ony apporent
order in the Muong Hoa volley.
From these extreimely complex
designs the authors of the report
gave the following opinions : '

— absence of representations of
birds, animals and scenes of hunt-
ing as frequently seen in rupestral
paintings all over the world ;

— the designs seem to reflect the
knowledge of o population in the
first stage of agriculture, having
some details more apparent than
the others : representation of the

valley of Muong Hoa with its
streams, trocks, terraced ricefieids,
in deeply engraved lines partiolly
covered with moss ; men and wo-
men having protuberant genital
organs, sometimes coupled, which
could give an idea of fecundity ;
squares and circles grouped by
couple, doubtlessly symbols of yin
and yong ; rings with irradiations
or beams inside similar to the
wheels, both of which are perhaps
two images of the sun; o house
on stilts with curved roof, locking
like that of the Malayo-polynesian
people and, not in the least like
the lacal dwellings, save those of
the Phu La living about cone hun-
dred kilometres from there,

Though brief, that essay attracted
much attention, which was an im-
portant part of bringing to the fore-
front that type of vestige which
was very rare in those regions.

Finally, in another short report,
an official of the Archaeological
Institute summed up the situation
of archaeclogy in south Viet Nam
before liberation, thus supplying
some data for the eloboration of
a plan of research covering the
whole country in the years to come.

*

Closing the conference, Prof.
Pham Huy Thong pointed io the
orientation of future archaeological
research ; he wos sure that in the
flush of the present achievements,
archaeoclogical =tcience now spread-
ing all over the country bids fair
to make considerable progress.

He said : "To develop archae-
ological reseorch mecuns to tackle
new problems, possible only with
the liberation of the whole country,
and also to continue the studies
which have been started in the
north, but in more favourable con-
ditions. Qur ranks ore swelling
with people ready to do thatl work.
We are encouraged by the success
obtained during the years of resis-
tance against the American aggres-
sors, and we are resolved to con-
tribute to national construction in
the new stoge. The archaeologists
in the north as well as in the
south ore not only ready to take
this work in hand ; they have
begun it "

D.N.H.
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Tuong costume and make-up.

ONE of Hanoi's noteworthy cul-
y tural institutions is the Viet-
nomese College for Theatri-
cal  Arts  (Truongd Nghé Thuat
san Khau Viét Nam). Over 200
students and teochers are learning
and teaching in this scnool built
in 1959 under the name of School
tor Traditional Theatre (Truong Ca
Kich Dan Téc). As can be seen
by the nome the curriculum in-
cluded, from the outset, the three
geanres of Vietnamese theatre : the
tuéng, for a long period fostered
by the feudolists and improperly
termed classical the chéo, pO-
pular theatre much
northern peasants § and the cai
juong, reformed theatré hailing from
the south, — and the popular - trd-
ditiona! musical instruments. Sub-
sequently two other disoiplines were
added, the spoken theatre {kich
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in vogue with’

noi) and the staging. Thus the
name, Vietnamese ollege  for
Theatrical Arts. There, future actars
instrumentalists ond producers aré
yrained ; stoge professionals are
improved, ard research is conduct-
ed into Vietnamese drama.

The teaching body secured tne
pmticipution of reputed artists Tam
Danh, Ba Du ond Le Dau, two
dramatic singers and a moon-guitar
player in the cai luond genre,
Nguyen Nho Tuy and the married
couple Ngo Thi Lieu — MNguyen Lai
for southern tudng, Doan thi Nga
and the pair Bach Tra — Quang Ton
tor northern tudng, Nam Ngu and
his female colleogue Mina Ly in the
cheo... Most of thase siage veterans
with over half o century of practice
and past masters in their profession
have been rendering remarkable ser-
vices by their efficient assistance
right from the early years of the
schoo!, in training @ team of young
coaches wWno gince then have matut-
ed in their work, By ‘their compre-
hensive understanding of tadition
coupled with a vision of
\;etnamese i and also  for
mony af them with long theatrical
activity they are now the guarantee
for o high standard of instruction
whicn has already proved fruitful.

The didoctic method periected
after much experlmenting is decisive
of the results attained. Dramatic
study for four years is plonned
under vocational secondary educa-
tion schemes. Beside the main
subject maten it includes stoge
theory, cultural studies
comprising Marxist gesthetics, liter-
ature, history ond geogrdphy. The
first two academic Yyeors are spent
in general studies on the tneatre.
in the third year. the students are
introduced  to classical roles an
exgerpts from classicol works such

QQMQﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ@@mmﬁﬂﬁﬁm@m@@’m
The Vietnamese College for
Theatrical Arts
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as Quan Am Thi Kinh (Thi Kinb
Deified) and Kim Nham (or the
Betrayed Wife Turning Mad) for the
cheo, DPaoc Tom Xuan fon a
woman's patriotism under the feudat
regime) for the tuong, Phung Nghi
Dinhiond Kieu Nguyet Nga (two
subjects from popular literature)
for the cal juong. These are treated
in. their technical details,
gesture of drinking and stroking
one's beard to mare elaborate stag®
actions and gestures. After some
teghnical ability is reached, seniors
in the tourth or final year practice
pef;_onul creation on modern plays
which give priority to histaric
themes. 1f the cheo play Tinh Rung
{Love of Forest) deals with socialist
cenetruction  the tuong  play Tieng
Nation's Call)
Ngo Guyen, ©
Vigtnamese hero who in 938 drove
out the Northern invaders and
regained national independence.
Anather play, pe Tham, tells of
Hoong Hog Tham’s resistance
against French domination: while
the cai luong piece Vo Thi Sau
refers to the yound heroine by this
name who fought the French colo-
miatists. In the music section all
students are obliged to get ac-
quainted with toree traditional
jnstruments.

Previously, oral work would merely
require students to learn by B
the. songs and tunes dances
sequences. This process ran counter
to the national dramatic spirit the
general tendency of which was
irnprovisation and individual crea-
tion, and not to servile copying.
Moreaver, one could not speak ©
rgid formulae and canons with
Vietnomese theatre, both profes-
sisnal and folk, which is @ social
ptocess always evolving. 50 ijs cheo
externpore, an artistic communion

e
VIET NAM COURIER




petween the actor and his public,
and one of this  genre's great
delights, in  which popular verve
will be at is best. The distinction
petween northern and southern
tuong does not mean a generic
classification, but mere stylistic
nuances olso noticed in individual
performances. Bach Tra's acting is
not the same as her husband
Quong Ton's taough they both
pertain to nerthern {uong. Lastly,
the cai luong, and the tuong as
well, will develop frequent varia-
tions as they are sung in’ northern
or southern intonations. Nowodays
the accent is loid on critical ossim-
ilotion which encourcages personol
initiative : the interpreters are
invited to analyze eoch role and
ploy and fathom their psychology
in order to be able not only o sing
and move with artistry but also to
grasp the deep reason for such
and such scenic behaviour and

realize a constant unity between

-

selection of cheo tunes (Su dung
lan dieuy cheo) by Hoang Kieu, o
reseorch warker and the College’s
director; the cai fuong choreography
course (Gico trinh vu dao cai Wong)
by Tam Danh, the septuagenariah
artist known both in the north and
the south ; the moon guitar course
(Giao trinh dan kim} by Lle Dau,
rasponsible for the cai luong
section. Other synthetical works are
being written with a view to
enhoncing the theoretical level of
imparted subjects. A music course
prepares the student to moke use
of musical scores. If they fail to
convey a faithful translation  of
vernaculor themes {for lack of an
apprepriote notation} but produce
nevertheless melodie sketches which
ore helpful for memerization, direct
reference is then necessary for the
execution of specific embellishments,
Basic choreography is likewise
essential to attaining an orginal,
intelligent ond sensible plastic

A scene from the chéo opera *The lor of Megic Water”.

form and content at the service of
the reclization of the dramatic
work. Photos and tapes illustrate
the explanations and complete the
moster's examples.

This plioble and dynamic instruc-
tion bases itself on written courses
which contribute- to  the study of
Vietnamese troditlonal music and
dance. Examples are the analyticol
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language. Triol performances allow
sociol flow ond exchange. Each
time our future actors’ technique
will gain in freshness and subtility.

Over 800 young octors, musicians

and producers have been gronted
their artistic diplomos. The two
first courses trained most of ‘the
present teachers. They
moreover Vinh Phu province with a

supplied’

complete 30 strong cai fuong cast.
Graduates of the 70's displayed a
solid stage knowledge and a
progressive understanding of advan-
ced general cultural studies. One
thousand active professionals have
in the meantime received supple-
mentary instruction. Lastly, the most
qualified musicians have taken in
hand two-thirds of al! traditional
orchestras created within DRVN
artistic companies. Farmer students
are storting promising careers.
Thanh Wi who belongs to the first
cai luong course {1959-1963) is
nowadays the prima donna of the
Doan Cai Luong Nam Bo (Southem
cai fuong company). She was
chasen on three cccasions to join
the DRVN art ensembles on four
in Paris for her genuine embodi-
ment of the South Vietnamese
heroine Vo Thi Sau in the play of
tais nome. Nguyen Anh from the
Centro! Compony of Spoken Theatrs,
Kim Cuc and Hoa Binh from the
Sauthern tuong Compeny, Man Thu
from the Northem tuong Company
who alsa groduated from the
College for Theotrical Arts, are
olready moking a reputation before
the public.

End - of - the - yeor performonces
show the continuous progress of
theatrical instruction. They crowned
in the October 1974 season at the
traditiona! Hong Ho playhouse the
third course of 12 producers (among
them four women) and consecrated
the social and professional growth
of these octors who all record a
long service in culture and the arts.
With the May 1975 performances
in celebration of the national
victory, five successive soirées at the
Hanoi Municipal Theotre for the
four specialities tuong, cheo, cal
juang and kich noi were drawing
full houses. The first-night public
wos given an opportunity to see for
themselves the rise of a generation
of stage workers whose common
feature is their creative ingividuality
and their earnest quest of a proper
stage longuage which does not
break with tradition, Their inborn
sense of theotre helps them fulfill
all their jobs either scenic (satirical,
lyrical, burlesque or dramotic roles)
or scenographic (setting, costume,
realizotion) involved in o regular
presentotion.

Last year's slogon 1o prefer
quolity to quantity” is, s0 to sSOY,
overreoched. Young talents matur-
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ing each year are numerous and
cover all fields. in 1974, a third
course of kich noi actors groduated,
It is followed this Year by a fourth
cheo course. 27 actors and instru-
mentatists of both sexes around
twenty years of age completed with
Success their last tests. Before
returning to their réspective groups
the new gradugtes had their first
official performances  with Quan
Am Thi Kinh, g traditiono| play,
and the premiere of Ngoi Sea Doy
Nui (the Stqr over the Mountain),
@ modern creatian drawing its
material from the onti-French resist-
ance at the time of Dian Bien Phu,
They all possess o substantial
traditional fund of solid thearetical
knowledge for the production of
stoge environment ond the repre-
sentotion of choracters, Among
them is the grand daughter of the
late actress Trinh Thi Lon (1880-
1972) alios Co Tam (the elder Tam),
As a worthy scion of her iHustrious
grandmather, Young Thanh Binh
gove a flowless reading of various
roles, traditional and modern, in
vacal ‘discipline as well as in style
and expression, She was ot once

cast into the Cheo Central House
{(Nha Hot Cheo Trung Uong). The
liberation of the Soyt‘h is for the
College on opportunity to extend
Its activities to naotional scope.
With a view to fostering the cai
luong on its faveurite terrain, four
Young teachers, chosen among the
most qualified, went to the south
fo work at the Soigon Music and
Theatricol College. Three best
students of the 4th caf luong course
also left for the south one year be-
fore their graduation fto ctomplete
the cost of the Liberation cai fuang
Company.

These achievements have greot po-
litical and social value when com-
pored to the pitiful situation of
Vietnamese traditional theatre prior
to 1945. The French colonialists and
tne so-called native elite trained
only to entertain them were work-
ing hard at disparaging onything
that was likely to make peaple
think of @ national culture. Tradi-
tional theatre wos looked down as
an omusement of the "mab”, |In
“indigenous” areqgs private com-
panies were keeping bedy and soul
tagether with their mediocre ploys

cleverly arranged by colonial cen-
sorship to better noax the pecple
and corrupt their tastes. Actors ond
musicians regarded as riff-raff were
a “dirty crew” {xuong ca vé foai).
It was o gloomy time for national
theatre. Even in the first yeors of i
the people's power, traditional

stage and its social standing were £

far from being properly appreci-
ated. Witness thot strange decision
by an art cangress in 1950 finding
the tuéng *“not proper to serve the
resistance”. Patient education un.
dertaken by the Porty in the light
of the “Thesis an Vietnamese cul-
ture " (Dé cuong von hda Viét Nom)
published as early as 1943 put our
ortists on the right path to their
present pragress,

“ BIHEN the bamboo grows old,
w the young shaots sprout.”

This soying permeated with
aptimism, this poetjc image of the
ascending yaunger generation finds
its illustration in the results a-
chieved by aur Collegue  for
Theatrical Arts, a genuine nursery

FACTS AND EVENTS
o T LSYENIS

MAKING G0OD

N October lost, centrol
major flood, In this
October is usuolly

of floods and typhaons.
ploce between 1930 gnd

Trung Bo are wotered

rises very swiftly,

Bo experienced q flaod

areq, running from Quang
under water. The damage

was given as fallows :

current ; 35,932 houses

Trung Bao suffered q

region of Viet Nam,
regarded as the month
Of the 84 starms taking

1974, the 29 biggest
occurred in October. The narrow plains in centrol
by many short but turbulent
iwvers ; thus in the rainy season, the water
cousing big inundations.
from 2.30 metres in went Up to 6 metres high
within 10 hours in certain areqs.

In October 1970, under the US-puppet ule, Trung
unknown for g quarter-
century, caused by the Lewis typhoon :
Tri to' Quang Ngai, was

stoted by the Thieu aod-

nearly 400 people deod or
missing | 27,104 houses were carried away by the
seriously domaged ; 350,000

THE FLOOD DAMAGES IN CENTRAL TRUNG BO

Puppet

the whole

persans made hameless,
and 100,000 head of poultry drowned : 60%, of
crops devostoted ond g
the traffic on National Raad No.
ted for ane week.
authorities
ottitude. Together with the epidemics which follow-

1,518 oxen and buffoloes

great many boats sunk ;
1 was interrup-
In face of the catastrophe, the
showed @ most _ irrespansible
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level ed in its wake, the fload was o godsend for the
In 1932, US quislings. They pressganged the youth inta the
puppet army and the compradore  capitalists

engaged in iflicit transactions and got rich on the
sufferings of the flaod victims,

The flood which,
devastated the four

fram Octaber 16 ta 19, 1975,
provinces of central Trung Bo,
o whirlwind, not of a typhoon,

taking ploce ot a low altitude near the seocoaqst,
ministration was, of course, far below the truth ond and of a gust of cold wind blewing from the north.
Within three days, from Qctober 16 to 18, the rain-
fall was 350 mm qt
in Thua Thien and

Da Nang, and over 1,000 mm
Guang Nom provinces, Thua
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of young talents. One of the far-
reaching policies designed to this
end by the Party was the salicitude
shown towards artists of the old
stock. With peace and reunification
they can now compare their lot to
their southern colleagues. The sep-
tuagenarian lady Doan Thi Ngo
heard that her octogenarian hus-
band and colleague Do Chi Duc,
who had gone to the south in 1954,
only suffered deception and rebuffs

under American occupation and
the puppet regime. This tuong
vetéran, though talented, could

not escape strains and moral dis-
tress. He was finding himself
among the first recipient of an
emergency subsidy granted by the
new power to social outcasts. On
her part she remained in the
north, enjoying great regard from
a State institution where she could
cultivate her art and transmit it
to the young artists. Her grand
daughter Thu Giang 1is a living
image of hers. This four-year old
little girl shows an exceptional
gift ond already performs for the
public and on Vietnamese T.V. As
regards Ba Du, an old cai luong

artist regrouped in the north in

1954, he realizes all his happiness

after a two-month pilgrimage in
his beloved native south, Old
colleagues such as Nam, Chau and
Ba Van acquainted him with the
misunderstanding and the isolation
they had long suffered from a so-
ciety alienated by the Yankee pres-
ence, where the theatre moved
towards a vocal contest especiolly
for young folk, and lost much of
its expressive playing which made
it so attractive, and of the real-
istic content which gave it a
social bearing. The same may be
said with regard to the other tra-
ditional artists now teaching in our
College for Theatrical Arts and
national companies. Brought up in
dignity, these pious veterans of the
cultural heritage have grown con-
scious of their neble mission. Their
dedication and experience give our
stage workers the use of past
treasuries of knowledge, snort of
which all artistic creation would be
factitious and doomed to failure,

Teachers and students are con-
vinced that just as in other cul-
tural fields, the sources of theatre

‘of contemporary knowledge ;

lie in the people’s life which each

the lignt
that
Vietnamese theatre, a total art by
its technique integrating in a per-
fect symbiosis songs and dances,
music and mimicry, is before all,
in term of content, a social and
national message, thot of a patri-
otic people fond of liberty and
peace ; lastly if scenic dance is to
be expressive and excludes all for-
malistic show, scenic singing irres-
pective of the genre reveals an
operatic character all the more
attractive as it marvellously respects
the most delicate inflections of the
national language according to
inherent laws that must be under-
stood in order to develop its fur-
ther expression and that of the
whole of Vietnamese music.

Both in practical and theoretical
spheres the Vietnamese College for
Theatrical Arts stonds as an exam-
ple of the development of the
cultural and artistic life in the
DRVN at its present stage of na-
tionwide socialist construction.

generotion discovers in

DAO TRONG TU

Thien and Hue city were the hardest hit. in Hue,
the woter level which is usually 25 or 3 metres
above sea level, rose to 4.9 metres. In Quang Tri
and Quang Ngai provinces, the damage was light
but Duy Xuyen and Dien Ban districts, Quang Nam
province, were the first to be rescued.

During the floed, the local authorities mobilized
the guerillas and militiamen to combat the flood
and save the population with the assistonce of the
regular forces. On October 17, 38,000 people in
Hue and 11,000 others in Quang Nam, most of
children,
brought to safety. The engineering units quickly
repaired the damaged roads and built bridges to

them old people, women and

focilitate the transport of rescue
supplies.
in the north,

even by plones :
and Da
modities
in Thua
campaign of
epidemics.

prophylactic

immediately after the decision
taken by the Government Council, a delegation
composed of ministers and vice-ministers of the va-
rious ministries concerned, visited the flood-stricken
areas, and relief was very quickly sent to the spot,
90,000 loaves of bread were air-
lifted on.QOctober 18 for the victims at Quang Nam
Nang, and rice and other primary com-
were sent in by the State Trade services.
Thien, 300 medicol workers carried out a
hygiene

of petty

ful to the
were

parties and

to prevent

During the flood, security and order was main-
tained and people's property was
tected. In Hue, acity of 230,000 souls, only 23 cases
larceny were
took care of public property : at Tan Huong, a vil-
lage of 4,000 families near Hue, 148 tan out of
food, but nobody thought of taking rice from a
State granary nearby ; the population was so grate-
revolution and
and militia who rescued them.

This calamity was an occosion when the
peaple could make a comparison between the pres-
ent regime and the former one.
old Le Van Ngoc from Duy Xuyen district said :
"Thanks to the revolution which has liberated the
country, we are no longer afraid of dyipg from
floeds and hunger.”

At present the oftermaths of the October
flood in centrol Trung Bo ore being overcome step
by step. From the north and from the south of the
country, lorries, trains and ships transport to the
flood victims all kinds of goods :
medicines, farm implements, rice seeds, fertilizers,
sows, piglets, oxen and buffaloes, to help restore
normal life and production.

The strength of reunified Viet Nam finds its full
expression in this fight against flood.

properly pro-

recorded. The inhabitants

respected the leaders

local

From his heart,

1975

foodstulfs, clothes,
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| TRAN VAN GIAU: Ideological Development in
; Viét Nom from the 19 th Century to the August
" Revolution (Sw phét trisn céa tv twéng &
. Viét Nam tv dau thé ky XIX d&n Cach
| mang thang Tam) vol. JI:
1 ldeological System and fts Failure in the Histor-

ical Tasks (Ta@pll: Hé y thioc tur sdn va
l sy bédt lyc cba né trudc cdc nhiém vy

lich s&). Social Sciences Publishing House (Nha
i xudt bén Khoa hoc X& héi), Hanoi, 1975, 612 pages.

The Bourgeois

HILE in the 19th century, the
feudal ideological  system
exercised absolute authority

and failed in its historical tasks,
in the eorly 20th century in Viet
Nam, two ideological systems
exerted their influence in similar
historical conditions : the bour-
gecis ideological system ond the
proletasian ideclogical system.
Volume Il in the tnree-volume
work of Professor Tran Van Giau
deals with the bourgeois idealog-
ical system, its manifestations and
transformations during nearly half
o century. The book has five

chapters. Chapter | contained a

survey of ideclogical development
in Viet Nam from the first years of
the 20th century to World War I
Chapter 1l is reserved for Phan Boi
Chau. Chapter Il is about the his-
torical conditions of ideological
development in Viet Nam between
the two world wars. Chapter 1V
deals with the activities of the
main religious groups : Cac Daj,
Buddhism, Confuciaonism, Tacism
ond Christianity. Chapter V, the
last, discusses the various shades
of bourgeois ond petty-bourgeois
notionalism : “moderate”  nation-
alism, reformist nationalism and rev-
olutionary nationalism,

*
* *
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After twenty-five years of aggres-

sion (1856 - 1883) and nearly
fifteen years of “pacification”
{1883-1897), French imperialism

had turned Viet Nam, formerly an
independent country, into a colony.
When their coloniakist rule had
been consolidated, the French
began the first period of large-
scale exploitation, and a new
division of Vietnamese society into
classes took place simultanecusly
with tne new developments. The
peasants, who constituted the ma-
jority of the population, were the
main victims of colonial and feu-
dal exploitation and were conse-
quently the principal force of the
national revolution. But many new
towns had appeared ; the capi-
talist relations of production were
developing. o local bourgeoisie
came into being after the forma-
tion of the proletariat which, how-
ever, remoined a class "by itself”
and had not become an indepen-
dent political force.

Jopon's  victery over  Russia
(1904-1905) brought o current of
“renovation” and  “seif-reliance”
into changing Vietnamese society.
Because in those days Chinese
characters were still used, Viet-
namese intellectuals came into
contact with Western bourgeois
democracy through the works of
modern Chinese scholars such as
Kang Yu-wei, Liang Kai-hsiao and
Sun Yat-sen, Although it had
become out-dated in the West,

Waestern bourgeois  democracy
opened a "new horizon” to pro-
gressive  intellectuals  of the old

school. The latter were trying to
determine the causes of defeat
and loss of independence, and
find the way to national solvotion.
They wanted to “develop the peo-
ple’s mind" and “restore the peo-
ple's spirit in order to “rehabili-
tate Viet Nom”™. Though of Con-
fucian educatian, they tried to
learn about new ideclogies so that
they might carry out the tosks of
national salvation and renova-
tion.

" Phan Boi Chau was most repre-
sentative of patriotic thought in
Viet Nam in the early 20th cen-
tury. He -was, in the first place, a
politician devoted to the couse of
national salvation ; and ali his
thought were closely linked witn
the realities of the struggle for
national liberation. For national
salvation, he stressed the role of
“man” and his “natural good-
ness”. He thought not of the
weternal man”, but of man who
could change the course of history,
man with a will, with o determi-
nation to struggle for national
liberation. He defined the Viet-
namese man's “natural goodness”
as love of the country ond of the
fallow-countrymen, love of inde-
pendence and of freedom. And
the type of man Phan Boi Chau
wus thinking of was that which
the Vietnomese revolution needed.

His “natural goodness’, if ob-
sttucted or destroyed, must be
restored, and on this basis, he

wauld be urged to stand up and
fight against the foreign aggres-
sors. For these reasons, Phan Beoi
Chau's thaught which was per-
vaded witn humanism also showed
confidence in his fellow-country-
men’s patriotism and in the peo-
ple’s revolutionary  capabilities.
This confidence led to the advo-
cacy of “a new culture” «to deve-
lop the people’s mind and the in-
vocation of the national spirit
to rouse the people to action.
Ta “rehabilitate Viet Nam”,
Phan Boi Chau founded tne Duy
Tan Hoi (Society for Renovution)
(1904) of which Dong Kinh Nghia
Thuc (The Tonkin Institute of
Studies) (1907) was the legal and
public body, and Quang Phuc
Hoi {Society for Restoration} (1912).
The conception and organization
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of a patriotic political party of tne
Vietnamese people was character-

istic of Phan Boi Chau’s thought.
The advecacy of "a war against the
French to rehabilitate Viet Nam",
that is an armed insurrection to
gain natianal independence, was
also characteristic of Phan Boj
Chau and makes him different
from other peliticians, such as
Phan Chu Trinh. Because he was
always thinking of "fighting against
tne French”, Phan Boi Chou spoke
much about the role of women and
the tradition of the Trung Sisters,
Lady Trieu, about agitation wark
amang enemy troops, unity between
non-Christions and Christians. This
again shows thot Phan Boi Chau
always looked at ideclogy fram the
standpoint of patriatism, that wos
why he could see the coloniglists’
scheme to use religion to divide
the nation, and ovoid the error of
the policy of "fighting the French
and killing the Christians * of those
who odvocated war in former days.

But owing to his stand, Phan Boi
Chau also had shortcomings. For
instance, to obtoin aid for the
revolution, he relied too much on
the lapanese, o people "of the
same race, same culture and living
on the same continent.” He forgot
Japan’s imperialist character, and
“awakened” to that fact only when
that country signed an agreement
with France and expelled the Viet-
namese revolutionaries, He then
turned to the Chinese revolutian
ond to countries "suMHering from
the same evils ¥ as Wiet Nam. In
his "Letter written in blood from

abroad”, he spoke of ten categories =

of people grouped according to
tneir occupations, position, religion,
etc..., but foiled to mention the
attitude of different classes and
social strata toward the revolution,
and to stress the role of workers,
peasants and of thé minerity
peoples. These shortcomings result-
ed from Phan Boi Chau’s political
thinking in those days. During the
period of Duy Ton Hoi he advo-
cated a constitutional monarchy. At
the time of Quong Phuc Hoi he

was~ [leaning toward bourgeois
democracy. The October Revolution,
which  would have enlightened

him, had not yet taken place.

When World War 1 broke out in
Europe, Phan Boi Chau thought
that the opportunity had come for
members of the Quang Phuc Hei
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"to start action, like ants stinging
an elephant's trunk, mosquitoes
penetrating into a lion's ears, to
pester them to death” (Tu phe
phan — Self-criticism), tn 1917, when
ne came to Yunnan ond saw
French flags along the Kunming —
Hanoi railway, he wrote : "l was
dumbfounded, and my feet were
numb. " This dismay was common
to most members of the Quang
Phue Hoi. It marked the failure of
a revolutionary movement for
national liberation.

-
LI

In the twenties the second
period of colomial exploitation by
the French began ; this was carried
out at an accelerated pace, in
order to make up for tne period
of war and avert an ecenomic
crisis. This resulted in an increase
of the number of workers, thus
developing a larger, more conten-
trated, more mature working class.
The bourgeoisie, whose position had
impraved during the war, became
more consolidated, but it was o
bourgecisie dependent on the
French, less important than that of

Chinese residents, and politically
and organizationally weak. The
peasants were increasingly impo-

verished, while the landlords grew
richer and were more and more
cooperative with the colon‘alists,
In the ideological field, after the
uncertain steps of the first days,
a distinction was made between
reform and revolution, the bourgeois
ideology ond the proletarian one.
In bourgeois ideology, the outhor
saw different shades — "moderate”,
“reformist”, “revolutionary” - of
bourgeois nationalism.

" Moderate " naticnalism was ac-
cepted by a number of intellectuals
of the old and new schools, devoted
to their country and their people,
who wanted to regain independence
and freedom by “non-violent"
methods. Phan Boi Chau himself in
the end leant towards that scnool
of thought. He wrote Phap Viet de
hue fuan (About Franco-Vietnamese
collaboration} which waos brought
to the French governor-general of

Indochina by a messenger sent
from Hong Chow, China. That
"book of political ideas” was

published in 1929. The reason given
for that "collaboration® was the

necessity to join hands to oppose
the comman enemy then threaten-
ing Indochina : the Japanese
fascists. But in his book, Phan Boi
Cnou said such things as : “Con-

sidering the right of the first
occupants of the land, the Viet-
namese are the hosts and the

French are the guests. Coensidering
the prevofling force and authority,
the French are the elder brothers
of the Vietnamese. If hosts and
guests join hands, they can put
down the fiercest fire threatening
them. When_ brothers are united,
they can drive away bandits who
attack their nouse late. at night."
These ideas were so different from
such oaths as "not to live under
the same sky", "to wosh off w'th
blood the humiliation of the fother-
land” taken in the days of Duy
Tan and Quang Phuc societies. It
should be noted that Phan Boi
Chau had given up revolutionary
violence to turn towards “coliabo-
ration® not only because he had
been deceived by traitors such as
le Du, Phan Ba Ngoc, or — this is
quite possible — because he wanted
to moke the enemy victim of his
own scheme, There had been a real
change in Phan Boi Chau’s think-
ing, which he had shown in his
books : Du cuu nien fai, so tri chi
chu nghia (The doctrine | have
chosen) (1920), Com dia (Gandhi)
(1922), Thien ho, de ho (Oh
Heaven ! Oh Lord 1} (1923). This
change reflected his illusion about
*decolonization” which he believed
the imperialist powers themselves
would advocate after the Versailles
Conference. But the warld revolu-
tionary storm, the bombing by
Pham Hong Thai soon "awokened”

him. "Civilized Revolution” was
replaced by "Overthrow French
rule”. The “national revolution”
was supplemented by a "social

revolution”, “the ten categories of
fellow-countrymen” . by "worker-
peosant forces”. The “people of
same culture and same race” were
replaced by the revolutionary frent
{Russia) and the counter-revolution-
ary front (France).

Beside Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chu
Trinh cut o less remarkable figure.
With his moderate patriotism, the
iatier mode no mention of national
independence, but only spoke of
civil rights and democracy, he did
not attack colonialism, but only
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criticized some colonialist policies.
It was because Phan Chu Trinh
regarded France as “the vanguard
civilization of the world”, He wanted
"to rely on France to achieve
progress”. “Progress” here only
meont the overthrow of the monar-
chy with the a'm of enhancing the
role of "morals”. Because on the
one hand, he did not directly
ottack the French colonialists and
on the other he was opposed to
revolutionary violence, Phan Chu
Trinh's politicol line was divorced
from genuine nationalism, olthough
he wos a sincere patriot.

During that period, Nguyen An
Ninh also represented the line of
moderate patriotism. He wos one
of the first new-schooi intellectuals
who took part in patrictic move-
ments after World War |l. He
fiercely ottacked colonialist polic’es,
expressed hatred of the aggressors.
He seat ofl his hopes on the
modern-educated younger genero-
tion whom he wanted to turn into
men with ideals, fighting spirit ond
obilities, first to create a genuinely
national culture, then to carry out
a revolution to liberate the cauntry.
However, he then thought that this
could be a peoceful revolution
and not a revolution with the use
of violence. It wos to be “on
evolution rather than o revalution,
there would be no unnecessary
bloodshed, but the promised
independence must be eventually
grcnted.n

But in his thinking, this could only
be a test during a few years. If
“the Vietnamese vyouth find by
experience that their efforts are of
no ovail, they should keep silent
and make way for those who are
more useful to the country”, and
“if the masses would rather die
than suffer injustices, if the calo-
nialists refused to give up their
policy of barbarous oppression and
exploitation, the most courageous
and loyal Vietnamese would have
the duty of finding appropriate
methods of struggle in those con-
ditions ; for example, the organi-
zation of resistance against op-
pression.” (Lo cloche félée — The
Cracked Bell — issue No. 20, January
26, 1925).

Those tendencies, together with
"moderate nationalism”, were differ-
ent shades of reformist national-
ism, They might be colled "nation-
alism" because they were voiced by
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members of the local bourgecisie
who also spoke of the interest and
the future of the nation and not
by French or other forgign capi-

talists in Indochine, They were
reformist because they dared not
mention national liberation, even

by peaceful means, but only wanted
portial reforms within the frame-
“work of the colonial regime, in their
own interests, and opposed all
forms of revolutionary struggle of
the masses. With the rise and
struggle of the working class, those
who belonged to these reformist
tendencies quickly joined the ranks
of the extreme right and closely
colloboroted with the coleonialists,
for whom they soon became effi-
cient agents.

First, there was the Dong Duong
Tap Chi (Indochina Review) group
in Tonkin. The first issue of that
periodical appeared in 1913, with
Nguyen Van Vinh as chief editor.
This group eulcgized France's
“ civilizing mission *, condemned the
bombing ottacks in Hanoi and Thai
Binh against French officers aond
Vietnamese traitors as "madness”
and demanded thot all thase
potriots be “exterminated”, that
they “be put into cages and thrown
into the river . The Dong Duong
Top Chi group odvocated : "Far all
these reasans, we should now know
anly one doctrine : the Franco-
Vietnamese collaboration.”

Using this, the Nam Phong group
heoded by Pham Quynh (Nam
Phong or South Wind, a review,
the first issue of which appeared
in 1917) took the task of explaining
and propagating the ideas of
colonialist politicians and colonial
sharks, and causing the upper class
aof Vietnamese society to adopt
these ideas. After 1930, that group
odopted a “nationalist doctrine”,
the essence of which was the main-
tenance of the monarchy and its
"spirit, Confucianism and the com-
binotion of Eastern and Western
cultures ; its target, “the return to
the 1884 treaty”. But even for the
propagation of this deceitful nation-
al:st doctrine, the Nam Phong group
had to humbly ask for the permis-
sion to act "within the framework
of low and order” and to rely on
the “heavenly mission” and the
“kindness” of the French rulers :
"We ask Your Excellency for only
one thing, which is dearest to us
and is mare important than any

a fatherland to
to Poul Reynaud,
of the Colonies,
issue NO. 166, De-

other : give
adore “{letter
French Minister
Nam Phong,
cember 1931}
they used their

us

In the meantime,

"nationalist doc-
trine” to oppose revolutionories
then engaged in o struggle to
free the fotherland from the
foreign yoke.

The “Constitutional Party” and
Bui Quang Chieu in Cochinchina
did not even mention national
independence, it only spoke of
democratic  freedoms, or more
exoctly, freedom ond democracy
for @ group of reformist intellec-
tuals, such as freedom to publish
newspapers {in French), freedom of
speech, etc. While speaking of these
“freedoms”, they did not forget to
demand such right as access to
French citizenship, to the function
of judges, to the same positions
ond salaries as the French. They

were opposed to strikes by stu-
dents and workers, which they
found “unwise”, and considered

the arrest of Nguyen An Ninh as
"“justified.”

.

x *

The years 1925-1926 witnessed
the transformation of "moderate
nationalism” into revolutionary na-

tionalism. Governor-general  Sar-
raut's promises conveyed from
Fronce after World War | had
proved to be empty ones. Phan

Boi Chau's dream of “collabora-
tion” with France and Phan Chu
Trinh*'s dream of “relying an
France to achieve pragress” had
been smashed. The colonialists
were busily engaged in  the
second period of colonial exploi-
tation. Hundreds of thousands of
hectares had been turned into
rubber or coffee plantations. Many
mines were being developed and
colonial exploitation increased the
sufferings of the people. The revo-
|utionary nationalist  tendency
which oppeared in the beginning
of the century and was represented
by Duy Ton Hoi, Quang Phuc
Hoi ond other patrictic organiza-
tions, had been revived. Bui
Quang Chieu who not so long
before had been acclaimed in
Saigan by a crowd of thirty thou-
sand on his return from Fronce,
wos now severely condemned by
public opinion. Pham Guynh had
been exposed os a cultural lockey
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PRET St

by Ngo Duc Ke. " Huynh Thue
Khang resigned his position as
chairman of the Central Viet Nam
Council of Representotives. Pham
Tot Doc’s poem Chieu Hon Nuoc
(Invoking the Soul of the Country)
ended with these lines :
Sitting alone in the deep of
the night
Pm thinking of dyeing the
fand red with my blood.

Nguyen An Ninh was warmly
acclaimed by a large crowd in
Saigon when he said these wwid
words : "If your hands are dirty,
wash them with water (nuoc) ; if
your country {nuoc) is dirty, wosh it
with blood.” (1). Even Phan Boi
Chau who had advocated “Franco -
Vietnamese collaboration” said in
the end : “There can be no colla-
boration whotsocever. Our hatred
will last long, let’s grow bamboo
to make sticks to beat them up.”
In his letter sent to the French
government before he wds €xe-
cuted, Nguyen Thai Hoc clearly said
that because the French had al-
ways been deceitful, the Viet-
namese had come to the conclu-
sion that to regain freedom and
seli-government, there wos no
other way than to resort to revo-
jutionary violence.

In the late twenties there ap-
peared o number of patriotic, pro-
gressive publications. These con-
tributed to the ideclogical prepara-
tion and the rallying of a variety
of tendencies into forces for the
founding of @ revolutionary nation-
alist porty. For instance, the
Nam Dong Publishing House in
Hanoi run by Pham Tuan Tai dis-
seminated propaganda for pa-
triotism, Sun Yat-sen’s 5an Min doc-
trine, and was the core of the
Viet Nam Nationalist Party. The
Cuong Hoc Publishing House in
Saigon sponsored by Tran Huy
Lieu ; the Ton Viet Publishing
House in Saigon sponsored by
Tran Huu Do published books
exolting patriotism, giving exam-
ples of national  heroes and
publicising the circumstances in
which revolutions had succeeded
or failed.

The Viet Nom Nationalist Party
was most representative of the
Vietngmese nationol bourgeoisie
in those days, although in its
most glorious period (1927-1930) it
was o party of the petty bour-
geoisie (intellectuals,  students,
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functionaries and employees, small
merchants, small owners, rich peas-
ants, upper middle peasants, ete...}
These people were - not econo-
mically dependent on imperialism
like the compradore bourgeoisie,
and were not political supporters

of the colonialists like the
feudolists and  the landlord
class : they suffered from restric-

fons and coercion by the colo-
nialists. For these reasons, they
were strongly opposed to imperial-
ism. But the Viet Nam Naticnalist
Party was the last resurgence of
bourgecis and  petly bourgeois
patriotism, which flared up with
the insurrections at Yen Bai, lLam
Thao, Vinh Bao (February 1930)
and then died out.

The Viet Nam Nationalist Party
failed also becouse “it had no
programme of action, and its ideo-
togy was vague”. Although Nguyen
Khoc Nhu hod urged it to “set
forth a party programme, and
make clear the party line®, the
Nationalist Party wos too busy
with the preparations for @ general
insurrection  to “Vietnamize” the
San Min doctrine or to work out a
comprehensive  party programme.
And in preparing for the insur-
rection, the party paid little atten-
tion to the theoretical aspect or
to propaganda : during fourteen
months of activity, only one book
— Hon Cach Mang (The Soul of
the Revolution) — was issued, print-
ed by most rudimentary means. But
the party was inclined to take
adventurous action. 1t did not rely
on the orgonized masses, fre-
quently resorted to assassinations ;
regardless  of the balance of
forces it wanted to hasten devel-
opments, in the belief that “with
good luck, success may be achiev-
ed, and even if we don't succeed,
we shall have acted iike real
men”. This has been criticized by
historians, although the ardent pa-
triotism ond herolc fighting spirit
of the Yen Bai revolutionary com-
batants have won general admi-
ration.

L

During the years 1926 - 1927,
besides the ideological evolution
among the youth from “moderate”
nationalism to “revolutionary” na-
tionalism there also was o leap
from moderate notionalism  to

towards
workers and peasants. Thanh Nien
Cach Mang Dong Chi Hoi (Revo-
lutionary Youth League) and Tan
Viet Cach Mang Dang (New Viet

leftist patriotism leaning

Nam Revelutionary Party) had
contributed to  those  historical
developments which prepared for
more important developments from
1930 onwards, ofter the working
class hod assumed leadership of
the Vietnamese revolution,

A number of former nationalist
revolutionaries, learning a lesson
from the failure of the Nationalist
Party, hod shifted to a new revolu-
tionary standpoint. Pham Tuan Tdi,
the founder of the Nom Dong
Publishing House and of the Viet
Nam Nationalist Party, in the
testament under the titie Tuyen Coo
Dang Chi (Declaration to Com-
rades) he wrote on his bed in Bach
Mai Hospital on November 30,
1936, said : "Experience in revolu-
tionary activities has taught me
that in order to  destroy an old
society and build up a mnew one
the revolution can rely only on the
most  exploited and oppressed
social classes. And in order to
overthrow the present regime, the
revolutionary elements among the
oppressed peoples  must unite
with workers, peasants and other
labouring people in the capitalist
countries to form a common front.
Nationalism is outdated, even dem-
ocratic socialism and the San
Min doctrine are ineffective reform-
ist doctrines. To be more exact,
only Marxism-Leninism can over-

throw imperialism and liberate the
people, only  Marxism-Leninism
can destroy class society and build
up a world community.»

Before him, Tran Huy Lieu had
become a member of the Commu-
nist Party. Tran Huu Do had
rejected Darwin’s theory of strug-

gle for survival to adopt Karl
Marx's theory of class struggle.
Mguyen An Nimh had declared

that he had adhered to dialectic
materialism and historical materi-

alism.
Phong Hién

Editor’s Note : Volume 1l is under
preparation. As soon as it is pub-
fished we shall review it in * Book
Review ".

(1) A play en words, the Vietl-
namese word nuoc has two
meanings : "“water” and "country”.
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NEW VILLAGE OF THE DAD

{Continued from page 9}

roots as substitutes for maize and
rice. We no longer hove to eat
elephant grass ash to replace salt,
as we had in the past, Toeday, they
are selling tea buds to the State
every day in exchange for rice,
salt, kerosene and cloth, How happy
we are | Really the life of the Doo
has changed.”

We olso visited Ly Thi Mui, a Dac

gifl who had come to Suoi Bi
only three days ago. Her family
live at Suoi Pay, mere than 100

km oway but she nad just married
a settler whose family came to
Suoi Bi fewer than 18 months ago.
She was obviously surprised by our
questions, perhaps considering them
as too intimately inquiring inte her
privote [ife.

"Many Dao youths osked my

hand,” she said. "But [ didn't
cecept any of tham. Finally [
chose Trieu Van Qoc of this vil-
lage because | saw that he is
thirsty for progress. He had gone
to learn letters to help our Dao
people. (Trieu Van Qoc was study-
ing in the sixth form of the School
for National Minorities of Nghia
lo province). His family ‘has
settled here for sedentary farming,
and | tnought that this would be
the best guarantee of our happi-
ness. 'l go back to Suci Pay to
persuade my parents and relatives
to come and settle here”

The sun had set. Its last golden
rays were lingering over the tea
groves. A tropical rainstorm had
just passed, quickly over but very
refreshing and the luxuriant tea

buds shone in the sun. On several

hill tops fartner away, Dao girls
in their national working dress were
hurriedly carrying the baskets of
newly picked tea buds to the State
processing plant a couple of miles
away.

Leaving this newly founded vil-
lage of the Dao at Suci Bi, we
felt deep joy mot only at having
witnessed this striking change in
the life of more than 400 people
who had come to start a new life
there, but also at hearing of the
dream, which is aiso a promise,
of the young chairman of the local
co-op, Dang Van Khin, who also
represents his community in the
People’s Council of Nghic Lo prov-
ince : “We will turn this Suoi
Bi area into a perpetual and most
beautiful home for hundreds of
families of our Dao people, and
this immense barren hilly land into
the biggest tea plantation in our
Phu Yen district.”

MAI QUANG

HISTORIC TURNING POINT...

{Continued from page 3}

the revolution forward and win more and more impor-
tont victories until total victory. This is the glorious
success of the Lao people’s revolutionary heroism.
During this long and hard struggle, the revolutionary
armed forces and the various ethnic groups of the
Lao nation olways evinced a love of independence and
freedom, courage, close unity and an unanimous will
of resistance for nationol salvation. As the fighting
went on, they strengthened their power and won more
and more significant victories, The great victory of the
Lao revolution as well as those of the Vietnamese and
Cambodian revolutions are the results of the friend-
ship ond militant solidority between these three peoples.
Their solidarity and mutuol support are the founda-
tions of their invincible strength which enabled them
to foil oll the imperialist and puppet manoeuvers and
tricks, ond to bring their resistance to total victory.
As Comrade Kaysone Phomvihane stressed, the triumph
of the Lao revolution reflects "the strength that results
from the close alliance of the traditions of unity and
the hercic and indomitable struggle of the Lao people,
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with the most advanced revelutionary thought of the
time... the strength of the alliance of enthusiastic
patriotism with genuine proletarian internationalism,
the outstanding manifestation of which is the great
militant solidarity between the Lao, Vietnamese and
Cambodian peoples”.

Qur people happily and warmly greet the historic
victory of the Laoo people. We wholeheartedly thank
the People’s Revolutionary Party, the Pawiotic Front
and the people of Loos for the strong support and
precious help they gave to Viet Nam. Like the pre-
vious victories in the fight for independence and free-
dom, the establishment of the Democratic People's
Republic and the new successes and achievements of
the Loc people greatly stimulated the advance of a
reunified Viet Nam to socialism. Qur people will
strive to consolidate and strengthen the friendship and
fraternal cooperation with the Cambodian and Lao
peoples in the best interest of each nation and of the
revolution in Southeast Asia and in the world.
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CHRONOLOGY

(Continued from page 32}

29 — The Vietnamese film “Dawn on the city”, on the
liberation of Saigon, was awarded a special prize at the
International Festival of documentary and short flms
in Leipzig.

- The DRVN Government tecognized the Republic
of Surinam (former Dutch Guiana) which proclaimed
its independence on November 25, 197j5.

~ Arrival in Hanoi of a group of cadres from the
Bulgarian Communist Party Central Committee, for a
visit of friendship to the DRVN.

— The delegation of the Lenin Centtal Museum ended
its wvisit to the DRVN, Duting its stay, the delegation
attended study conferences with the commission in charge
of the building of the Ho Chi Minh Museum and
promised help with the work.

~ Abdication of the King of Laos Sisavang Vartthana.

—First voyage of the Thong MNhat—the new
Vietnamese passenger ship between Haiphong and
Saigon.

DECEMBER

I - 2,570 teachers from the north have gone to
various provinces in south Viet Nam since the
liberation.

- The Commission for geological survey of the Song
Da {(Black River) has decided on the location of the
dam to be built at Hoa Binh. The building of this
hydro-electric work — the most important in Viet Nam —
will begin in the five-year plan (1976-1980).

— Hanoi : Signing between the DRVN and the
People’s Republic of China of an agreement on scientific
and technical cooperation for 1975-1976.

2 — The All-Laos Congress of People’s Representatives
(held in Vientiane on December 1 and 2, 1975) decided
on the abolition of the monarchy and the establishment
of the Lao Democratic People’s Republic. Tiao
Souphanouvong was appointed President of the Republic
and Kaysone Phomvihane, Prime Minister.

— Signing in Budapest of an agreement on the postal
service between the DRVN and Hungary.

3 — The delegation of the VNWP led by Nguyen
Duy Trinh, member of the Political Bureau of the VNWP
Central Committee, left Hanoi for Poland to attend
the Seventh Congress of the Polish United Workers’
Party. L] :

- VNA : Many new teams for surveying the subsoil
and continental shelves have been organised in
Viet Nam.

- Hanofi : Signing between the DRVN znd Laos of a
protocol on the transport and transit of goods from
Laos via Viet Nam,

4+~ American democratic Senator Mike Mansheld
demanded that the US Government should grant
diplomatic recognition to the DRVN and the RSVN
Governments.

6 — Signing in Hanoi of a Anancial agreement for 1975
between the DRVN and France,

7 — After his visit to many Asian countries, Ford

announced his new “Pacific Doctrine”, emphasizing the
US strength, its interests in Southeast Asia and its
cooperation with Japan.

— 4th Congress of the Association of Vietnamese
Residents in France : The Vietnamese residents pledged
to do their utmost to contribute to the building of a
united and socialist Viet Nam.

8 - Signing in Hanoi of a financial agreement hetween
the DRVN and the Republic of Finland.

—To Huu, Secretary of. VNWPCC, received the
delegation of the Cuban [Institute of Friendship with
Foreign Peoples and the artistic company Batey of
Cuba, on a visit to Viet Nam.

9 —The delegation of the UN World Health
Organisation fed by Mr H. Mahier, head of the
organisation, arrived in Hanoi on a visit to Viet Nam.

1o - The delegation of the VNWP led by Vo Nguyen
Giap, member of the Political Bureau of the VNWPCC,
left for Cuba to attend the First Congress of the Cuban
Communist Party.

12 —- AP : The Japanese company Nippon Koei sent
three engineers to Viet Nam to help with the reconstruc-
tion of the Da Nhim hydro-power plant.

— The Vietnamese Committee for Solidetity with Afro-

Asian  Countries made a statement supporting the
sttuggle of the Eastern Timor people and strongly
protesting against the Indonesian authorities’ inter-

ference — supported by the US —in the internal affairs
of Eastern Timor.

— According to the General Department of Statistics,
the 1975 State plan for animal husbandry was
overfulfilled : 100.2%, for buflalocs, 1ve.o7%, for oxen
and 101.9%, for pigs.

—~ The hrst batch of good quality fertilizer has becn
produced at the nitrogenous fertilizer factory of Ha Bac
(north Viet Nam).

13 — The delegation of the Norwegian Red Cross
Society led by Mr Hans Hogher, its Chairman, ended
its wvisit of friendship to Viet Nam. The Norwegian
Red Cross Society will continue to help the Vietnamese
people in national .reconstruction.

14 —'The Third National Congress of the People's
Representatives of Cambodia held in Phnom Penh
approved the new Constitution of Cambodia.

- AFP : Sadruddin Aga Khan, UN High-Commissioner
for refugees, ended his official visit to south Viet Nam.
During his visit he stated that the aid for the
Vietnamese refugees will be 7 million dollars for
1975-1976. -

15 — The delegation of the Party and Government
of the Lao DPR led by Phoun Sipaseuth, member of
the Political Bureau of the Lao People’s Revolutionary
Party Central Committee, Vice Premier and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, arrived in Phnom Penh for an
official visit to Cambodia.

—In an interview granted to the Nbkhan Dan
correspondent in Vientiane, Kaysone Phomvihane, Lao
Prime Minister, stated : “Under the leadership of the
Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, the Lao people will
have favourable conditions for building a peaceful,
independent, democratic, united and prosperous Laos,
advancing to socialism”,
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CHRONOLOGY

(November 16 — December 15, 1975)

NOVEMBER

16 - Ho Chi Minh City : A meeting was held by
representatives of 178 parishes under the chairmanship
of Archbishop Nguyen Van Binh to greet the Political
Consultative Conference on the reunification of the
country on the level of State institutions.

17 — Bucarest : Signing between the DRVN and the
Rumanian Socialist Republic of agreements on long-term
loans from Rnmania to Viet Nam, and on econcmic
cooperation and exchange of goods between the two
couvntries for 1976-1980.

-~ The organisation “The British Hospital for Viet
Nam”, presided over by Lord Carandon, organized a
concert to raise funds for the construction of the Ky
Anh hospital (Ha Tinh province).’

18 — The delegation of the VNWP and the DRVN
Government, led by Lé Duin, First Secretary of the
VNWPCC, ended its official visit of friendship to the
Rumanian Socialist Republic. 7

— Prime Ministet Pham Van Dong teceived a
delegation of the Menonites (a Protestant sect) and
another from the “Ametican TFriends Service” (an
organisation of the Quakers), on a visit to Viet Nam.

20 — The organization “Fraternité Viet Nam" decided
to call an International Cenference : 6o organizations
from various countries will participate in the conference
to discuss measures to aid Viet Nam in national
reconstrucrion, "

— Moscow :  Signing between the USSR and the
DRVN of an agreement on the - construction of a
Children's Palace in Hanoi with Soviet aid.

21 — Closing of the Political Consultative Confererce
on the reunification of Viet Nam on the level of
State institutions, A communiqné was issued : general
elections will be erganized throughout Viet Nam during
the first half of 1976 to elect a National Assembly
for the whole country.

—Viet Nam News Agency : The Gia Sang Steel
Works (Bac Thai province) have successfully produced
8 mm diametre steel bars and is experimenting with
ten other types of steel.

— Signing between the DRVN and the Swedish
Government of an agreement concerning the development
of cooperation between the two countries for the fiscal
years 1974-1975 and 1975-1976.

- Warsaw : Signing between the DRVN and the
Polish People’s Republic of an agreement on non-
refundable economic aid from Poland to Vier Nam
for 1975.

22 — Budapest : Signing between the DRVN and the
Hungarian People’s Republic of an agreement on

cooperation between the two countries, on long-term
loans from Hungary to Viet Nam for 1976-1080, and a
protocol on the exchange of goods for 1976.

- The delegation of the VNWP and the DRVN
Government, led by Lé Duan, returned to Hanoi after
its official visits of friendship to the TJSSR and other
socialist countries. .

—In north Viet Nam, the harvest of the roth month
was completed on 8ol of the rice cultivated area.
The average yield in many districts reached 3 tons per
hectare.

23 — 8o,000 chicken eggs have been sent to south
Viet Nam by the DRVN General Department of
Animal Husbandry to help develop poultry breeding
there.

24 — Vice-Premier Nguyen Duy Trinh received the
delegation of Chinese athletes on a visit to Viet Nam.

25 — Arrival in Hanoi of a delegation from the
French Government, led by Geoffroy de Courcel,
General Secretary of the French Foreign Ministry.

— Special Conference between the National Political
Council of Coalition and the Provisional Government
of National Union of Laos.

- Arrival at Saigon harbour of the cargo-boar
“Krickvenica” carrying emergency economic aid from the
Government of the Yugoslav SFR to the Vietnamese
people.

26~ In a statement, the DRVN Foreign Ministry
condemned and demanded an immediate end to the
repression of Vietnamese residents in Thailand by the
Bangkok authorities.

— Giai Phong News Agency : Starting of the construc-
tion of the 6138-kilometre long Saigoen — Phu My railway
section. :

27 — Establishment of diplomatic relations at ambas-
sadorial level between the Republic of South Viet Nam
and the Kingdom of Iran.

- The Standing Committee of the DRVN Narional
Assembly  approves the activity of the north
Victnamese delegation "and the results of the Pefirical
Consultative Conference on the reunfication of the
country. -

28 — Mass meetings and demonstrations throughout
Laos to demand the abolition of the old regime and
the dissolution of the WNational Political Council of
Coalition and of the Provisional Government of
National Union, and the establishment of a Democtatic
People's Republic in Laos.

~ Starting of the construction of the Yén Xuan
bridge (Nghé An province) —the second biggest in the
north —on the Reunification railway line (Hanoi-
Saigon).

(Continued on page 31)
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