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My Lord. . . Saigon, MarcT, 31, 1892 . 
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herewith, my Annual Repnrt on the Trade, Commerce, and 
Navigation of Saigon for the year 189 J. 
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It is frequently stated that the country is pacified, but the Political 
almost daily reports of collisions between natives and the police oi.nollon. 
and soldiery do not seem to bear this out. 

A new feature in business has come to notice this season. G .. I •. 
The crop of Cochin-China being exhausted, Saigon and Singapore 
merchants have snpplied themselves with grain from Haiphong 
through the medium of the former port. 

(1318) 
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Export. : 
Rice. 

2 FRANCE. 

Annam. 

As usual, there is not much to remark regarding this kingdom. 
It i. away from the scene of difficulties, and so long as the court 
of Hue is submissive little will ue heard of it. 

Cambodia. 

Affairs in this country are quiet enough for the present, but 
tbere remains to it bnt. shadow of independence. S. Yotha, the 
King'! brother, who has been at tbe. head of sundry iu­
surrectionary movements,.is repOrled dead, but tbe report lacks 
confirmation so far. 

Cochin- China. 

A review of tbe trade of this colony shows no unusunl 
feature beyond tbnt tbe rice crop of 1890-91 was a sbort on~, 
and business suddenly almost entirely ceased in October . 

. ·Rcgardin~ the crop now being harvested, nothing certQ.in can 
be' said of' it- as .' whole '88 yet, the out-turn' in the western 
di,tricts being expected to be very heavy, while -to the east and 
northit ",ill be much the contrary. 

This culon~" has not escaped the efl'Ot,ts of the general de­
pression experienced in all parts of the commercial world, but no 
financial diaasters have ensued. 

The export, ". will appear from the following statement, 
amounted to 6,298,600 picul., equal to 370,000 tons, being 
2,218,200 pic "I., or 130,500 tons, Ie •• than in 1890, The average 
price for "cargo" may be stated as 1 dol. 84 c. perpicu~ equal to 
4 •. 5!d. per cwt" first cost in gunnies, and the total value sums 
up aa follows :-

I 
I Quantity. Per Picul. Currency. Per Pico!. . Sterling. --------- -

Pienla. Dollal'8. Doll ..... B. d. £ 
White .. 1,666,881 f.i, 4,165,953 8 0 624,900 
Cargo .. 8,260.980 6,000,166 3 0 900,000 
P.,!dy .. 1,871,259 1'41 690.342 3 0 104,900" --- ----- ---

Total .. 6.29S,600 lO,S6G,461 l,629,SQO 
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STATEMENT of Exports of Rice from Saigon during 1891. 

Countries. I ' 
I Purts. Quantity. I Total. 

------- ,------------!------
China 
'ronkin 

Philippines .. 

Straits 
Java .. 
British Columbia 
Reunion 
Japan 
Europe 

Total .. 

I 
., Hong· Kong 

Haiphong .. 
r Manila 
i Iloilo 
L Cebu 

Singapore . . 
. . Sourabaya .. 
., ! Victoria 

.: ! Yokohama 

:: \ Fo, o,d ~>S. 

Piculs. 

866,600 
176,300 

85,600 

I , 
Picws. 

8,933,500 
7,500 

i} 1,128,500 

672,900 
12,900 
21,900 
16,600 
14,700 

490,100 

6,298,600 

Values remained at fairly high fignres throughout the year, 
with much fluctuation, the lowest quotation for cargo rice being 
1 dol. 53 c. in .J anuary, and the highest 2 dol. 25 c. in the following 
December; but the bulk of the sea,on', business was done between 
March and ~eptember, at prices ranging from 1 dol. 65 c. to 
1 dol. 95 c., equal to from 48. Id, to 48. lld. per cwt. 

COMPARATIVE Stat.ement of Rice Exports. 

, 
QuanUty. Value. 

y .... 

- Piau1&. TOns. Currency. Sterling. 
--~------ -~------------ ---

DoUal'S. £ 
1886 .. .. .. 7,896,800 470,000 13,352,000 2,216,000 
1887 .. .. .. 7,986,000 474,000 10,174,000 1,611,000 
1888 .. .. .. 8,879,100 600,000 11,626,000 1,938,000 
1889 .. .. .. 4,691,500 280,000 8,195,000 1,442,000 
1890 .. .. .. 8,517,000 507,000 11,150,000 1,719,000 
1891 .. .. .. 6,298,600 I 370,000 JO,865,OOO 1,680,000 

I 

Receipts from gambouge do not alter materially, and are un- Gambouge. 
important in any ca8e-400 piculs, value 6,270 dol. 

The cultivation of sugar by Europeans has been entirely Suga,. 
abandoned, and the production is limited to native qualities, of 
wbich little or none is sent out of the country. 

The greater part of the export of silk iI' of that brought ·here Silk. 
from Annam and Cambodia; Europeans nave dropped it-l,J39 
piculs, value 341,700 dol. . 

Cotton is always in demand for China and Japan, but the pro- Cotton. 
duction remains stationary-29,000 piculs, value 145,000 dol. 

In hides there is nothing unusual to report-ll,400 picu]s, Hid" 
value 155,400 dol. 

(1318) 
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Fish. 

Pepper. 

Snlt. 

Isinglass. 

Coprah. 

CardamoDS. 

Wood. 
Rice flour. 

Beans. 
Pigs. 
Importi! : 
Piece-goods. 

Coals. 

Wines and 
spirits. 

Cement. 

i 'etroleum. 

Exchange, 
banking, &c. 

FRANCE. 

In hot'ns there is nothing unusual to report-3,211 piculs, 

value 80,000 dol. 
Fish continues to be a comparatively important item of export 

-201,000 piculs, value 1,200,000 dol. 
Pepper remains, as always, a difficult matter to deal with 

.uccessfully- 9,500 picul" value 162,000 dol. 
Less attention seems to have been given to salt latterly-

62,245 piculs, value 10,000 dol. 
Isinglass is much as usual-.export 362 pieuls, value 

55,000 dol. 
In coprah business iB steadily increasing-export 37,250 pieuls, 

value 149,000 dol. 
Of cardamon. the export is 210 pieuis, value 20,000 dol. 

Of wood the export i. 9,750 pieuls, value 29,250 dol. 
Of rice flour the export is 490,975 picul8, value 245,000 dol. 

Of beans the export is 15,000 piculs, value 45,000 dol. 

Of pigs the export is 4,800 picul" value 48,000 dol. 
The import of' piece-goods has very l'5eriously diminished 

again, owing, as funy advised in former reports, t.o the excessive 

duties levied upon foreign manufactures; nor has the deficit 

been supplied, except very partially, by French goods. No sta­

tiBtics can be had for months. 
The arrivals of coals to private hands were as follows:-

Cardiff .. 
Japan .. 

Flom- Tons, 

B,3H 
7,066 

Selling Price per Ton. 

Currency, 

Dollars. 
14 

9 

Sterling. 

£ ,. 
2 3 
1 10 

The consumption of wines and spirits increases if anything, 

and this seem. about the only branch of trade in the colony that 

does not ,how signs of depression. 
A fair quantity of cement has been imported, but the 

cessation of public works to a great extent has greatly diminished 

sales. 
The arrivals of petroleum have been heavy. The two towus 

of Saigon and Cholon continue to be lighted in thi. manner. Gas 

would not, in all probability, pay the projector, and .everal pro­

positions to in,tal electric light have come to naught. 298,548 

cases, value 686,660 dol. retail. . 
The feature to not~ in exchange is its continued downward 

tendency as regards sterling. Rates have ranged as under:-



SAIGON. Ii 

Rate. 

lI'rom- To-
London bl\D.k bills •• 

" doctY·'f_. Hong-Kong bank bill. 
" docty_" 

Singapore bank billa 
,. doct,.... 

Manila 
" " 

.. dJd .. .. S ... 5d. a... Id. .. 8 montha .. 38. 6d. 38. lid. .. did .. . . !~ discount l% premium .. 15 day. .. 8 discount Ii % discQunt .. did .. .. !% premium Par .. 80 c:!aYI .. 2'%, discount It% discount .. 80 day .. 5% premium l% premium 

The official dollar rate closes at 3 fro 80 c. Of bank. are established here-tbe Banqne de !'Indo-Chine, Banb. withbranchea at Pnumpenh and Haiphong, which issues notes of 100 dot, 20 dol., and Ii dol.; and agencies of the Hong-Kong and Shanghai Bankinjr Corporation, Limited; tbe New Oriental Bank Corpor .. tion, LimIted; tbe Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China; the Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, London, and China. 
The import a of coin were 3,802,750 dol.; exports, 558,717 dol. Specie. By the following tables it will be aeen that in all 322 trading Shippi.g ODd vessels, aggregating 315,445 tons, cleared from this port, of which DaTigatioa. number 147, of 159,321 tons register, were British, or about one-half the tonnage employed. Germany supplied the great majority of the remainder. . 

'c' .The steame .. of tbe Me~erie. Maritime. should not be left out of count altogether, hut'a;e import ""d export by that liDe is by no means shown by the tonnage. The Compagnie Nationale is for Government purposes chiefiy, but considerable quantities of rice are exported hy ita steamers . • The one boat of tbe Compagnie Nantai'se contributes little or oothing to tbe trade. 
.' The following are tbe shipping total. up to 477 veB8eI.., of 548,110 t008:-

I Steam. Sailing. Total. 
Nationality. 

Number of Tom. Number of Tom. Number of To ... 
YeaBeIB. Yeuelt. YesBel,. -' American ... ... 

H;'4;262 
I 1,603 I 1,60a 

Britilh ... ... 14. • 0,06> 14, 169,321 Dutch ... ... 10 13,OM 
10 13,066 

French '" ... I 471 • 2,369 • 2,830 German ... ... 131 120,&19 I 623 132 121,612-
Japane,e ... I 1,2-37 ... ... I 1,237 Norwegian ::: ... 6 4,904 ... . .. 6 .,90' Sp&nf8b '" ... " 11,083 

'" ... 21 1J,083 ---- ._------'---To"" ... .13 306,891 • ..... '22 316,0146 
Heu. MAriti~e, ... 118 171,728 ... ... 1J8 17J,728 
Cle. NatJonale .. , 20 66,244 

'" - 20 ...... II Nant&iJe ... 17 4,693 . .. .. , 17 ., ... 
, Grud total· ... ... 638,666 • . .... ." 6i8,110 

• 



6 FRANCE. 

STA.TEMENT of British Shipping Entered: 

Vessel!. Number of 
Tonnage. en .... Vessels. ------------- -----Steam ..• " 143 164,25:1 1,701 SaUing ." 4 5,069 100. 

Total •• H7 159,32.1 6,807 

Freights. . As ii whole; freights during the year were not over remunera­tive, sayan average of 12 c. to Hong-Kong, 22 c. to Manila, and 10 c. to Singapore. 
~i;;,_5. 

--~"~"'~~~~~~I~--~~ " Steam. Sailing. Total. 
Totolj 

Number 01 
Cren. 

teaT, 

NV:;!:I~.O Tons. N~~8~r8~f TOni, N~!:r8~f - ----.-------------::---1---1886... ..... ... 200 230,680 " 3,718 204 2U,a99 7,_ 

Ton •• 

1883... •.• .," 172 196,800 7 9,888 179 206,688 7,016-

" 887... •.. ••. 190 230,062 2 I 2,349 I 192 232,f11 1,021 

1~89 '.. .- ... 105 120,918 I' 9 11.7.".1 114 132,661 f,aot ',,, : 1690 .. , ... ... 100 180,~1 4- i 6,li23 1M 187,064 '8,088 !iI.,:,.-- ': >' •• ~~b~> :: "':: .-', "~l .-" H~. .I~2li2 f. 0;069 1'17 169,121 6,801 
.• '~"''',~i~' '.J. J, , :, ", '; .',' : ,'.' , ,"" _.:, 

'>,;, ,-' ii; 

General. 

Population. ;c.TJrn;city"ofSaigon is nOlv .aid to contuin 17,000 inhabitants, d •• sed as under. There hns been little change in the number of inhabitant::; during sel-Ternl years:-

New streets 
Cor.J.l bank. 
PO'lt and 
teJegraph; 

DESIGNA.TION of Nationalities. 

Europeans­
French 
Foreign 

A§_~~tj~~- _ 
IndQ-French subjects 
A'.'nll'amites •• 
Cainbodians ~. .. 

: .', Chiilese 
" _ ·J

T
apo.'!1eS6 . 

. ogata 
Malays .. 
]ndiaJ.lB 

Total .. 
.. .. .. 

.. 

. Public Worlu. 

Nu nber. 

1,753 
207 

144 
6,663 

18 
7,671 

21 
61 

329 
187 

.. 17,285 

·-·-·_'New,streets a:re being;'opened in various quarter$. 
. 'rhe coral bank has not yet heen ile.troyed. 

.. "The-Iie" 'building of" the "Post and Telegraph' is com­
pleted, and iB a magnificent structure. It is not yet occupied. for 
Borne reason unexplained • 

... 
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'l,'be 8~ne quays in face of the city ba.v~ been, cxlended,-and Stone quaY'. 

an iron pile wharf enables large sl<iamers to dischlfrg~' ~ilrgoes 

with despatch. For loadinj!:, however, it i. inconvenient; '.' . :-. 

Telephonic communicat.ion in tbe town Itn\l with QhoI9n i~' Telephonic. 

receiving more attention, but the cost is exorbitant. . 

1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 

POPULA.TION -COLONIAL. 

Yumber. 
1,844,970 
],864,~U 

],864,2l4. 
2,031-,453 

','.";. 

The out-turn from the Hongay mines has, up to the present, Mining. 

gone to Hong-Kong, except so far as it has been used by the 

steamers of the Messageries Maritimes that call at Haiphon~. 

At the former port trials have been made and most fa vourable 

reports given. The coal has not yet appeared in this mal keto 

Great attent.ion is given to this region, and very flattering Meikong 

reports arc given of its productiveness, both as regards agriculture valley. 

and minerale, but these report£l seem to lack foundation, and are in 

direct variance with the accounts given byactunl travellers, who 

pronounce the country sterile and ill populated. The rapids of 

the ~Ieikong, nlthough reported l'racticablc, hfLve l10t yet. been 

passed in a manner to be of any service to commerce, and land 

transit round them would be 80 costly as to absorb all chance of 

profit. 
The subject of tariff has been thoroughly entered into in Tarifl'. 

previvus reports, and t here is nothing new ta say about it. That 

its requirements are an insupportable burden is not to be denied. 

The duties upon foreign piece-goods are to be increased .till 

again at the close of the year. 
Petitions from the Chinese and Indian merchants, against the 

formalities exacted by the cDstoms, were presented by the 

Chamber of Com.mcrco to the Administration, to the effect that 

it is already too mnch' to pay dnties ont of all proportion to the 

valne of the .nerehaodiae impOrted, without being liable to fines 

for omissions 01'_ in formalities, often enough inevitable. 

In 1888 thie·~ obllged to pay toward the expenses of Contingent. 

Tonkin lI,71l,()()(rfji; in 1891 to 8,000,000 fr., and for 

1892 to 6,SOO,OOO".· 1891, the Colonial Conncil, 

thronah its the colony's deputy at Paris 

that the receipts of the customs were 

decreasing that, in consequence, ex-

penses the reduction of the con-. 
havi;tlJ been received, 
. tS,IPIIow cd by the 

It'll,";'t.""t of the Chamber 
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8 E:RAliCE. 

The Munieipal Council was at once replaced by a M.unicipal 
Commission appointed by the Governor. The resigning members 
of the Colonial Council allowed themselves to be re-elected some 
months after, and the Chamber of Commerce will be recon­
structed. 
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