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No. 1858. 

Reference to praiOU3 liiirrd, Annu,(t/ SCI'l:eB iVa. 1679. 

FRANCE. 

SAIGON. 

Cor"ml Trclnlett to tlte Marquess 0/ Salisha"y. 

~Iy Lord, 
(Rooeived at Foreign Oftl.ec, Mar{'h 29, 1897.) 

I HAVE the honour to enclose my Annual Report upon the 
Trade, Commerce, aad Nllvigation of Saigon for the year 1896 . 

I have, &c. 
(Sig""") crIAS. F, TREMLETT. 

R1'lJui't on the Trade, Cunti/tCl'ce, and ~Vtlri!J(dion of Saigon ju}' the 
Year 189(;. 

Toukin .. 
Cochin-China 
nice •• 
J~xportB .• 
Sltipping .. 
Exchsngc •• 
(~cllerttl .. 
('holon •• 
'fI',Hle of Leeds .. 

T.\'BLE of ('nltteuts. 

TONKIN. 

PAGK 
1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
5 

The death of GoverJlor-General Rousseau on No\'embcl' !l 
i~terrupted in a degree the progl'ess of the measures then in 
"lew. 

Not 80 much is heal'll of" pir:t'2y,ll uut an occasiona.l outbreak. 
resulting in loss of life, shows th';.\t ir. i.:5 p~'cvalcllt in the interior, 

(23:34) 



Rioe season .. 

Export of 
rice. 

New-crop. 

2 FRANCE. 

COCHIN-CHINA. 

As premi"ed in previous rcport, the rice harvest was inferior to 
that of 1895, but not to the extent anticipated; it should, how·· 
ever, be mentioned that a considerable quantity of new grain 
coming in early was exported with and augments the total of 
the crop of 1896. 

It will be seen by the following tables that shipments 
amounted to 8,281,000 piculs, equal to 487,000 ton8, or 78,000 
tons less than the previous seas )0. 

The export of broken rice and rice flour was 875,430 
picul., or 51,500 ton8. 

Total export 538,500 tons, or 74,000 tons less than th.t of 
1895. 

Value. 
Qulllities. Qua.ntity. 

_______ .. ______ ______ curre~l~rling_. _ 

Tons. Dollars. £ 
White rice 169,800 8,020,000 868,800 
Cargo 

" 
259,600 9,800,000 1,061,700 

Paddy 68,100 . 1,730,000 187,400 

Total 487,000 19,650,000 2,117,900 

NOTB.-Exchange at 21. 2d. 

S'UTE>IENTS of Rice Exports for 1896. 

____ C_o_un_t_r_ic_s. ,, __ _____ P_o_r'_'._. _. __ I __ Q_ua._n_t_itcY_._I __ T_otal. __ 

Piculs. I Piculs. 
China .. 

Phili.ppines 

Tonkin .. 
Strait.s .. 
Ja.va. 
Reunion .. 
New Caledonia .• 
Europe .• 

lIong·Kong .. 
Swatow 
Amoy 

Manila 
Iloilo 
Cebu .. 

Haiphong 
•. Singapore 
•. Sourabaya. 
.. 1 Port Louis 
.. ! Noumea. 

Total 

5,660,200 
47,800 I 
57,400 

-----1 5,765,400 
.. 93,700 . 

222,700 
3,SO') 

.. 

320,200 
117,400 

·560,900 
569,303 

37,OW 
14,10:) 

8117,000 

The crop now being harvested cannot be reporte<l upon with 
much approach to certaiuty as nothing will be actually known 
until a muchl.ter period; the weather <luring what should have 
been the wet season was very capricious, and although what i. 
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called" early" rice benefited greatly from lack of rain, the bulk of 
the crop must have suffered more or less. Early grain came to 
market eyen in October, and, during the first half of November, 
arrived in quantities of 4,000 piculs daily-an unprecedented fact. 

Of late years the climate of Oochia-Ohina has changed to a 
considerable extent: there is no longer the comparatively" cool" 
season to which old residents have been accustomed from the end 
of' November nntil March, and even now early in :February there 
are signs of the commencement of the rai.m~. 

TABLE of other Exporte. 

Value. 

Product. Quantit.y. 
Currency. Sterling. 

-----~ 
----- ------~ 

Piculs. Tons. Dolla.rs. £ 
Betel nut 2,202 181 65,000 6,000 

CardaUlous 759 45 161,800 16,500 

CO~Ol.Lnut oil 2,143 127 1,700 180 

Copmh .• 33,631 2,002 11,000 1,200 

Cot toll •• 52,053 3,100 1,041,000 113,000 

Fish 1,004,177 (lO,OOO 10,04,2,000 1,088,000 

Gamboge 304 18 18,200 2,000 

lIides .. 9,878 588 197,600 21,500 

Horns 5,4fiO 
i 

325 92,800 10,000 

Isinglas~ 483 28 144,900 15,700 

Lam 11,462 680 137,500 ]4,900 

Pepper •• ::1 20,025 1,192 701,000 76,000 

Silk 5,'20 822 1,355,000 147,000 

Salt 101,522 6,043 18,200 1,400 

Wood 3,OZ3 182 6,100 700 

Pig, (live) (number) 14,804 118,400 12,800 

The number of vessels of all nations that cleared from Shipping and 
Saigon during the year 1896 was 307, of 366,268 tons; adding n>vig.tion. 
the steamers of the l\le8sagerie~ Maritimes, Compagnie Nationale, 
and Bangkok Line" the total cumes to 478 vessels, of 608,817 
tons. 

The British flag accounts for 112 vessel" of 155,541 tons, or 
somewhat les8 than one-half of the tonnage employed. 

rrhe average tonnage of Erithh vessel:~ was 1,380; that of the 
others about the ~ame . 



Port 
regulution>', 

Exchange. 

FRANCE. 

STATEMENT of Sliipping Entered. 

Steam. Sailing. I Total. 

N,tI,nality. 1--' --I Number of T Number of T NlWlber of T 
VeMle18. OIlB. V_ela. OIlS. Velll!cis. Oll~. 

Brit1sh-'=--::-liO~4B--2-- 2:¥.i5-1--ll-;-II~;';U-
Dutch 1 J.tl~ ! 1 1,41[. 
French 2 ],621 :l 2,999 4 4,r.'l;~ 
German ... 1:'7 171.110 lilT ml.a~o 
NorwegIan ... 28 2b,.17a 28 ea, I 78 
Amerlcan ,., "', " .. ' , '2 2.6~1 I :.! t,fil 
Swedish •• , 1 685 1 2 1,6;4 
,Japanese .•. I 1,886 __ ._' ___ I,~~ 

Total... ... 300 all7 .. C08 8,860 ;)07 366,::!611 
lIIeBSagerieS Mari_ 

times 120 187,asJ , 12:> 18,':;83 
Compagnie Nation· I 

ale... • ... '.. 24 I U t 853 I ••• ,_, 21 4,1,853 
:'lIessagcrics Jt')uv!· I 

ules "· __ ~I---.!~~_~_ ~---=--1--~~~ 
Gl'tlnd total •. _ 471 699,957 I 7 8,860: 4,8 I GOS,817 

I ii' 

Rates of f"eight ruled as under:-

SingnpoN' 
- HOHg-Koog 

Philippines 
Amoy 
Java 

" I 

Per Picul. 

Prom- To::-

Cents. 
4 
5 

16 
19 
15 

Cents. 
1J 
15 
20 
20 
17 

Port regulations were publis]led flf:cesh in August; t hcy 
contain some lIew and some old parngraphs. Art. D. Except 
within the actual roads of Saigon, all crimes, delitF, &c., nre 
considered as having occurred at sea. Art. 12. .Each pi-lot 
shan hand each captain corning in from .. 0 n copy of these 
regulations, so that he cannot plead ignornni!e, and it itS to be 
hoped that the captains will get them. 

Exchange haB flnctuated more or Ie •• , but;o no marketl 
degree. 
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Paper. I Ul&Dce. From- To---_._-----._"--------------
London Bank Bills: •• 

Dooumentary Billa 
Hong-Kong Bank Billl 

Documentary Bille 
Singo;pot'<lllankJlii1a 

Ducumentary- Bills •• 
Manila Documentary Billa •• 
J apa.n Documentary Billa •• 
,Jltyu,lJocmnenta.1'1 Billa •• 

n.m...t. 
3 mOll.tha' 
Demand 
15 days' 
Demand 
30 days' 
SO days' 
30 days' 
30 days' 

2<. lid. 
2<. ltd. 

1 % pNlmium 
1 % discount 
! % premium 
1 % discount 

Par 
2 % discount 

129 florins 

2<.21d. 
2<.3id . 

H: % discount 
4 % discount 
2 % discount 
4i % discount 

4t % discount 
140 florins 

NOTE.-Tbe omma1 doUal' rtl.oo closed at 2'65 fr., as against 2'76 fl'" 
December, 1805. 

Coin ilnported 
" exported 

BULLION. 

I AmOll1lt. -
I Dollars. 

.. 6,459.500 
"I 1,432,000 

Consequent upon the existence of the bubonic plague at ~attle 
Hong-Kong, the import of cattle, sheep, and everything apper- Importation. 

taining to them, was absolutely prohibited in M,.y, but this 
prohibition was withdrawn in October. 

A white ligbt was exhihited on July 1 on the Isles de Lighthou.e. 
Norway in the Gulf of Tonkin, varied by two flashes in two 
minutes: height. above sea level 110 metres, height of tower 30 
metres, visible 22 miles. 

The Budget i. hed ot 12,000,000 Qol. (1,125,000L). Budg ... 

CHOLON. 

This city, commonly called" China rrown," is, as its native 
llame implies; the mart ftft ~ll products of the cnlony, and of 
Cambodia. Grain from the most distnnt provinces must pass 
Saigon, and fiud .. market there; it is the residence of all Chinese 
lUerchnnts, and rice-mills, with one exception, are ~lituated there. 

Its population is estim .. ted at 120,000, to which should be 
a(lded at least 20.000 during the busy season; but th.se figures are 
llrobably much below the rHlitf. 

It boasts of .. Mayor and. MUnioipal. Conncil, which disposes of 
a budget of 175,000 dol. (2o.,OO~ . 

Passes which cost in 11196 10· dOL 9 c. (11. 2 •• 1d.) have heen Ta~" on: 
raised to 12 dol. 50 c. {lI. 5 .. 'nlJ_per Bnnnm. Ch,nese. 

Pas'ports formerly 4 dol. (fl.. 10d.) Are now 6 dol. .50 c. 



Trade of 
Leeds and 
district. 

\Voollens. 

Iron. 

6 FHAXCE. 

(148. 6d.); there has been some rioting in consequence, and the 
price of labour all round has increa,ed 100 per cent. 

The following observation, refer to the trade, principally 
carried on in the Leeds district, and on which, 'in a recent circular 
from the Foreign Office, I was requested to report. 

Generally speaking, the "Tari!," which is the General Tariif 
of France, severely handicaps all foreign manufactures. 

Woollens may almost be left out of consideration, except light 
blankets, of which a large nnmber are sold yearly at 28. 9d. 
each. 

Large quantities of iron afC employed constantly. It is 
nearly all imported from France, if :lOt manuf.,ctured there. 

Textile Some ginning machinery hrls been ordered from America, and 
mU0hinel'Y. the imlu8try mny develop at no clistallt datE'. 
Agricultural ~Vit h l'£'gnl'd to agricultural machinery methods nre very 
machinery. primitive, and will change with difficulty. 
F.lect~ic light. There has been n good deal done in electric light machinery, 
muclm,ery. and, with the exception of the post office, all by foreign 

firms, English for the mo~t part. The dties of Saigon and 
Cholon are to be lighted by electricity, Lut I am not able to 
state whether the contract has been settled; the money, however, 
has been voted. 

Brickmaking 
machinery. 

Leather 
tanning, &c. 

TobaC'co. 

An enOl'mous quantity of bricks are made and used annunlly, 
and I should say there was not much machinery uEed in the 
process. It is quite possible that EOtTlething may be done in thi-, 
if not too expensive. 

Chin'Jse and natives produce a considerable quantity of leather 
of an inferior quality, but it is good enough for native use 
apparently j even Europeans use it on account of its cheapness. 

The tobacco plant is superb, but the quality does not 
recommend itself to European tast.e, and is not nn article of 
export. 

Soap making. There is a fairly large establishment which exports a con-
siderable quantity of soap to neighbouring colonies. 

Coal mining. Coal mining is extensively carried on in Tonkin. 
If I have not mentioned each subject noted in the circular, 

lIly silence may be taken to mean either that the article is un­
wited to the place, or that no profitable business is likely to be 
done in it. 

Above all, it should be borne in mind that labour is plentiful 
and cheap, except for Europeans. 

I.ONDON, 
Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 

By HARRISON AXD SONS, 
Printers in Ordinary to Her Uajeaty. 
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