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PRESIDENT THIEU'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Saigon, October 31, 1971

Addressing the nation at his second-tem inauguration as President of the Republic,
President Thieu spoke about the new phase of the war in which the nation has achieved
enough stability and security to launch a vast economic program while keeping on guard
to defend its achievements from Commmnist attacks.

Following 1S the summary of the President's address:

President Thieu stressed that a unique concern motivated his running for the
Presidency four years ago and again this time , that 1is his determination to pre-
serve South Vietnam from falling into Communist hands and his sense of responsibility
to the Fatherland. His sole aspiration was to bring peace to the people of South
Vietnam, a peace with guarantees of freedom and prosperity. The President also hoped
to continue the various programs designed to build democracy and improve the society.

Recalling his victory at the polls, the President pledged to do his utmost to
deserve the big vote of confidence. He vowed to:

--Protect the Fatherland

--Respect the Constitution

--Serve the interests of the Nation and the People , and

--Do his utmost to fulfill his responsibilities as the
President of the Republic of Vietnam

Looking into the future, the President pledged to restore peace, to consolidate
democracy, and to build prosperity.

The President considers the coming four years as a new phase during which all
the people will continue to consolidate the defense of the country and still actively
carry out the economic rehabilitation and development of the country.

On his first point, restoration of peace, the President firmly reiterates that
South Vietnam is not the bellicose party, that it is ready to negotiate and to keep
the door open for negotiation. W are awaiting the Communist side to reciprocate
our many gestures of goodwill.

The President also repeated that both North and South Vietnamese "belone to
the same race'and that there is an"urgent need for the two zones to rebuild what
has been destroyed, to mobilize all natural and human resources so as to give back
to the Vietnamese people a prosperous life in peace and leisure.™

For this reason, the President proposes to the authorities of North Vietham to

""effect an immediate cease-fire over the entire territory in order to discuss peace
in a serious and constructive manner."
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FOREIGN OBSERVERSON OCT. 3 ELECTION

CEN. VANUXEM PRATSES OCT. 3 ELRCTIGN

SAIGON, October & (VP)-- Lt. Gon.
Vanuxem (retired) of the French Army,
aftecr an observation tour of voting sites
on the October 3 election day, said Mon-
day morning that he was very surprised
at the large turnout of voters waiting
at voting sites since early Sunday, and
remarked that he witnessed many aspects
which testified to the free and demo-
cratic character of the Presidential
election.

The French General, along with Bel-
gium Ambassador to Vietnam Marcel Connay
and French Consul General to Vietnam
Jacques De Folin spent all day touring
voting sites in the Saigon-Gia Dinh area
and Bien Hoa province.

At the Quang Trung Military Train-
ing Center, Vanuxem paid particular atten-
tion to the fact that there were votes of
the Democracy slate in waste -baskets.
Such a fact indicated that the Oct. 3
clection was very democratic and free

even at voting sites reserved for military
men, the retired general added.

According to General Vanuxem, before
the election day, he met with many offi-
cials who predicted an eventful balloting.
"1 was very anxious and anticipated dis-
turbances'™, he said, '"hut nothinp of the
sort happened and the election took place
smoothly and in perfect order.!

Gen. Vanuxem also disclosed that he
had interviewed voters who revealed to
him that they only wanted security and
order so as to continue their daily act-
ivities and that they voted for Mr. Thieu
because they believed he would realize
these aspirations for them.

MANUEL LIM (THE PHILIPPINES)

SATGON, October 23 (VP)-- Mr. Man-
uel Lim, Chairman of the Governors
Council of the International Chamber of
Commerce (ICOC) in the Philippines re-
cently praised the Republic of Vietnam
government for the successful organiza-
tion of the October 3 Presidential elec-

tion,

Mr. Lim made the remark in his let-
ter of thanks to Foreign Affairs Minister
Tran Van Lam for the wam welcome the
RVN reserved for him when he was on an
observation tour of the Oct. 3 Presiden-
tial ballot.

According to Mr. Lim, the Vietnam-
ese people had exerted their civic right
in a "democratic' spirit to elect the
national leader as stipulated by the
national constitution.

Mr. Lim made known these remarks
from his own observation of such voting
processes as ballot casting and counting
at various precincts in Saigon.

Mr. Manuel Lim was once Chairman of
Operation Quick Count in the 1969 Pres-
idential election of the Philippines.
SENATOR CORDON BRYAN BYRNE {AUSTRALIA}

(EXCERPTS FROM AUSTRALIAN HANSARD)

.1 left Australia on Friday last
to attend as an observer at the Presi-
dential Election. | was the only ob-
server from the Australian Parliament.

The Parliament of Great Britian
was represented by a Labor peer and
two Conservative members of the House
of Commons. The Japanese Parliament
was represented. T think the Parlia-
ment of the Philippines was represented.
I had the great privilege and distinc-
tion of representing the whole of this
Parliament and perhaps the whole of
Australia, ... -

The International Press was repre-
sented by journalists from all over the
world and were sent by their newspapers.
No doubt they went at great expense, but
this event was regarded as of such sign-
ificance that it required the attendance
of direct representatives of the Tnter-
national Press agencies. To my know-
ledge no representative of the Australian
Press in the same category was there.
liowever | had the opportunity, the only
opportunity of anyone from this Parlia-
ment and perhaps from Australia, of ob-
serving just how the election was con-
ducted and to what extent it did com-

ply with democratic forms.
(continued on p.15) 5



APU Council Meeting

SAIGON, November 6 (VP)-- The
Asian Parliamentarians' Union Council
will open its 10th meeting next Novem-
ber 11 at Hoan My Hotel with some 100
delegates of ten APU member countries
in attendance.

The three-day meeting will deal
with a number of APU programs of action
in the fields of politics, economy, cul-
ture, education, and transportation,
drafted by APU members.

These programs, if approved at the
APU 10th council meeting, will be brought
nefore the APU's 7th General Assembly to
be held in mid-Novemher in Phnom Penh
(Cambodia) for deliberation.

All decisions to be reached at the
APU's 7th General Assembly in Phnom Penh
will be considered as reconmendations
for the governments of each APU member
country.

Observers from Australia, India
and New Zealand will also attend the
APU council meeting along with delega-
tions from the Republic of Korea, Japan,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam.

Vietnamese Graduates
EncouragedtoReturn

SAIGON, October 21 (VP)-- A Com-
mittee for Repatriation of Vietnamese
overseas graduated experts will be set
up in Paris by the end of this academic
year's summer vacation, Education Mini-
ster Ngo Khac Tinh told Vietnam Press
Wednesday upon his return from a ten-
day tour of Canada and France.

According to Minister Tinh, the
Committee will be run by the Vietnamese
Llniversity Students Union in Paris with
the codperation of the friendly Vietna-
mese Students Unions of the neighboring
countries of France.

The Committee will appeal to Viet-
namese experts of all branches who have
nearly completed their studies abroad,
to return home to better serve in the
national economic reconstruction post-
war era.

6

Education Minister Tinh indicated
that his Ministry will do its best to
support the Committee's activities by
facilitating all repatriation procedures.

Minister Tinh disclosed an average
of 1,000to 1,500 Vietnamese students
are authorized each year to further their
studies abroad. Particularly, this year
the figure reached the 1,800 mark.

Min. Lam on Denmark’'s
Relations with NVN

SAIGON, October 23 (VP)-- Foreign
Affairs Minister Tran Van Lam said Fri-
day that the new government of Denmark's
establishment of diplomatic ties with
North Vietnam was not a surprise for
the Republic of Vietnam.

In an interview with Vietnam Press,
Minister Lam explained that two years
ago, under the government of Prime Mini-
ster Bauns Gaard, whose policy was in-
clined to the Free World, the opposition
party inthe Denmark Parliament had re-
peatedly proposed the recognition of
North Vietnam. The most critical de-
bate on this issue took place on Septem-
ber 1, 1971. Despite pressure from the
leftist Representatives, the government
led by Mr. Gaard continued to maintain
diplomatic relations with the Republic
of Vietnam and not North Vietnam.

The September 21, 1971election how-
ever, entirely upset the Parliament of
Denmark. The ruling party lost an im-
portant number of seats at the Parliament,
and the new government was formed under
the leadership of Mr. Otto Krag, of the
former Social Democrat Party.

Mr. Krag IS a politician who always
advocated the recognition of both North
and South Vietnam. Therefore, the new
government of Denmark's establishment
of diplomatic ties with North Vietnam is
simply a consequence of the internal
political situation in Denmark.



years.

Asked whether or not Denmark and

Norway's recognition of North Vietnam re-
flects a common tendency of Scandinavian
countries,
three Scandinavian countries, Sweden was
the first to establish diplomatic ties

with North Vietnam (early in 1970).
was in line with the policy of the left-

Min. Lam said that among the

This

ist Swedish government for the past ten
Despite the fact that Sweden has
been usually considered a leading nation
of the Scandinavian countries, its two
neighbors--Norway and Denmark--still ma-
intained their own policy. The deter-
mination of these two countries in their
foreign policy was chiefly due to the
ceaseless efforts of the Republic of
Vietnam in its information and diplomatic
activities.

In fact, Min. Lan added, these three
Scandinavian countries have been inclined
toward a neutral policy. They believed
that if they recognized both North and
South Vietnam peace would be restored soon
in this country.

Consequently, since 1968, these coun-
tries have advocated an assistance pro-
gram to both parts to help reconstruct
Vietnam when the war ends. A committee
was set up for the study of a project cal-
led ""Nordic Plan for Peconstruction in
Vietnam' .

However, this plan has not been car-
ried out since their authors are waiting
for the conclusion of the Paris peace talks
on Vietnam.

To another question on the present
trend of the Republic of Vietnam-Denmark
relations, Minister Lim said the Republic
of Vietnam established diplomatic relations
with Denmark in 1957 as well as with Norway
and Sweden. The Republic of Vietnam's
ambassador to the Federal Republic of Ger-
many is now concurrently ambassador to
these three Scandinavian countries .The
Republic of Vietnam's diplomatic mission
chief presented his credentials to the
Denmark government in November, 1969. In
Copenhagerr, an Tnformation office has been

VN 200 M Assistance
to Typhoon Victims

SAIGON, October 26 (vp)-- The Cab-
inet Monday decided to extract VN$ 200,
000,000 from the National Budget for a
fund to assist reconstruction in the
typhoon-stricken provinces in Central
Vietnam.

The decision was made following
Prime Minister Tran Thien Khiem's tour
of the flood-stricken areas in Central
Vietnam.

At 7:30 a.m. Monday, Prime Minister
Tran Thien Khiem headed a delegation to
five provinces in Central Vietnam rava-
ged by typhoon "Hester".

The delegation was briefed by Lt.
Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, Commander of I
Corps and Military Region | on the dev-
astation by typhoon Hester in the MR |
provinces.

According to Lt. Gen Hoang Xuan Lam,
preliminary reports on casualties and
material damages caused by the typhoon
were as follows:

---Sixty-seven persons killed, and 91
others injured; 16,808 houses destroyed,
39,045 other habitations damaged to 50
percent.

---Besides, 361 schools, 53 first aid
stations, 134 villages and hamlet offices,
79 resettlement centers, and 130 military
housing quarters damaged.

-

---Further,508 sampans were destroyed

or sunk, bridges were damaged from 5 to
10 percent.

---Domestic animals were killed or
missing from 30 to 40 percent.

.--Crops were damaged from 45 to 100
percent,

Prime Minister Tran Thien khiem pre-
sented to each flood-stricken province
VN $5 million, and 50,000 iron sheets. Da

operating for overa year under the direction Nang city was allocated VN $ 1 million.

of the Vietnam-Nenmark Friendship Associa-
tion,

The delegation returned to Saigon
the same day.



The Vietnamese Agricultural Sector:

. Vietnam is an agricultural country with over
£0<, of its population cngaging, partly or fully,
in farmine activities. Evert year the contribution
from the agricultural sector constitutes about 30<%
of the gross national product. Moereover, Vietnam
is still 1 the early stage of development. Its
agriculiire does not only satisfy the domestic

demiund of agrieuttural products, but alse con-
tributes {from 80, to 83<7 cof the toinl value of
produc’s cxporied fer fureign exchange,

The vear of 1964 was murked by 3 remarkable
progrest in everall ciforss to inecrease agricultural
rreduciion. The rice ouiput, after five consecutive
vears of decrease from 5.2 miliion tons in 1963 to
S e 2, rese o 0.4 mil-
Bon ians in 1969, This was a 17.1¢7 increase over
1948, Other agri-producis such as peanut, coliee,
ten, tobuacee and pepper alzo showed considerable
increasce.  Altogether, the 1869 crop production
index incre:sed by 11.8%5% in that single year.

i i 1... PEY PR i N )

As for animal husbandry, its production index
increased 13.4%. as a result of greater efforts in
ail fields, espeeially in poulliy and swine raising.
Fishery production increased 13¢¢ in 1969 (463,000
tons against 410,000 tons) cwing to the progress
in the mctorization of fishing boats and the curfew
Iifting of foimerly restricted fishing areas. With
the security situution improved, the greatest prog-
ress was made in the production of log;. In 1969,
463.000 cubic meters were cut as compared wiik
2861.530 cubic meters in 1565 — an increase of
£1.6%.. This is the largest amount of timber ever
cut.

The following table summarizes the increase in
agricultural prodtiction between 1968 and 1969:

TRBLE |

Pexcentage ofincrease

Products beatweeon 1988 aad 1569
Crop products 4-11.8¢,
Ani:aal products -+ 13.4¢,
Fishuory prodacts 4152,
Forest produacts o o Gl 4

For thie yesr 1970, weliminary reports show that
egricultural plouht'on continued to make good
Proiress.

Rice production w
passing the 1969 s
{105, increase).
prouuciion  sincs 1523

nt up to 5,631,000 tons, sur-
un by more toan 530,000 tons
was the highest yearly
This pouuction  wads
reaciied as a restlt of better securily, Improved
sceds and modern farming tecanigles.
Rice menii 1o Seigon in 1970
o 4.7,600 tonb ol ruiled rice, the i
Ove yeurs sinee dan This was U
then 1003,

was eguivatent
S0 LEUre 1
. hrigher

As for secoadary crops, ihe acreage and iho
producion showed an Upwald wend 10 comparison
to the previols seor. Lorn prowiclon increased
3.9¢,, soyvbean 2Zu.df., bunana .84 and iruli
15,345,

The production figures of almost all industrial
crops it 13970 also went up in comporson to 1968
Rupbuer increused 7.0 7, tea 1534, woffve 2604,
coconul 3.94,, and sugar canc 39.37..

Livestock produciion in 1970 somewhat declin-
eq: water buitaloes decreased 90 (rrom 626,000
heads W S Luvd vaus), eattle o {irom vy, iy
heads 1o 078,000 Litads). However, swine popula-
tion showed an 8%, increase (from 3,701,600 heads
to 4,087,000 heads).

As for pouitry production, ducks mercasad by

{from 14,1uZ,0b0 1o 1b,306,0L0), but chickens
somewhbay decrcuscd,

Tne reasons for ihe hivestock production decroase
are uwolold:

g. The mecnanizetion of ageiculture has replaced
druit animals wih power-ulleys and iraciocs;

b. The flood in Centrel Vietnam killed a greal
number of thom.

In the donmain of fishery, there was & marked
progress in omany daspects: the number of dsher-
men and fizhing beals have ail increazed; thus the
volume of fish cotch has also increased.

In 1569, the number of fishermen was 277,118;
in 1970, it was 3i7,442, a 157 increase; whereas
the number of h.umg bOdLb rose from 81,956 to
28,215, =n 8% increuse among which a 99 in-
crocsc was noted tor moiorized fishing hoats (from
3gutl to 42,6503 bouais).

Fishery p'oduuion roze {rom 463,354 tons in
19€5 1o 577,450 tons in 1970, an increasc of 24,4 7

r

:ubber production increascd by 7.7 95 bul llu.
volume cxporied, &5 shown on export authoviza-
tion lequests, rose frem 20,831 tons in 1969 to
24,654 tons, o gat of 10,0 4.

Besides rubber, exporls of other products such
as cinpumon, rice paper, fish sauce, snd duck
feathiors also mmevessed considerably. The total
volwine of agri-preaucts exported in 14879 increased
by 125 v4; yel, there was 3 sligho decreasz in
value due w the decline of rubber price on world
markois,

Comyparison between 1559 and 1970
Tnen 1770 o~ of increcse

Paddy Gonsk 3,651 4ub 10.5 -
Corne (long) o B 3.4
Sorbean Gunsy 7,970 26,0 77
Barana Qons) 21g,443 188
Frit 237,673 153 7%
Futtber 29,7449 7 %
Tew 3.654 15.3 <
Coffec 4.5 28,9 ¢
Sugar cene 442,125 375
Fisbiwerinen 317,440 VG
Piohing boat GB.215 7.6 ¢
Tl Gzod g =g

bouts 29,001 42,603 9.2 %
Fish wproductivn 465,831 77,454 245 .

* An analysis by the Ministry of Land Reform and Agri-
culture and Fishery Development.



However, lookiny back upon the achievements
during the past decade (1959-1969), one must
adinit thal generally speaking agricullural pro-
ductien in Vietnam was almost at a standsiill, and
for some particular preducts the situation was
evenr worse. Indecd, the war has adversely affected
agriculiural produciion as 1t brought about aban-
don of land, shortzco of manpower, difficulties in
agri-input “ippl}, lmitations on the disseminaiion
of impreved farming technigues 1o rural areas, and
restriciion of wood cutling operations. The results
are self-evidont @ decrecse of cultivated area and
low production. In thuese fen years, cuoitivated
arcas of foud crops increased enly 7 €0 «2.6 million
hectares vse 2.4 million Lecinres) while indusirial
crop land LI.C\'.'i(,'u:'Cd 5% (475,625 hectares wvs.
185,184 hccizu'cs). Tood ciups ouiput Increased
only 3 ¢/ in ten years and mdustrial erops decreas-
ca 53¢, K ".L,.‘L'jl‘, sugar vaie, coconut and pincap-
ple productinn was most severely aifocted.

Procuetion

1653 19€9 7, of decrezse

L P 630067 23000 T - 98 <;

DugLr o cme 1,000,000 T 451000 T - 54 ¢

Cociit TBCHLLG0 T Cotuu it s 16 4

{fruit) (Lruity

Fineap)le 42L0n0 T 33,000 BED £ S
Tne production of riee —— Gw stable Tood of the
Vietnames: poonle — il:'.‘l'l_ A oonly 14 in the

S A N T R R Pt siedd by
ALove U 2o L 1 Uss Sulits L- lnud r vice situa-
ten would huve bDeesn evon meve drewiinl in tie
goverment had ol taxen positive efforts in e

Lib Rice FProgeam,

In the field of anitnal husbandry, application
of modern techniques and large-scale operations in
fecure «irecs somewhat compensated for the de-
creascd nreauction in the countryside, In ten yeuts
gnimal produclion increased 40 4, or 3.5 % a year
on the avervage, which 1s still too modest a figuve.
Noncthelees, In splie of a significant rise in 1969,
the animal outpul of thal year was still less thesn
that of 1967 (— 5.4 %

A5 to fishorics, Lheu_- wis an average yearly in-
crease of 8.8 77, which was rather encouraging bul
still too inedeguote to allow surpluses for export,
except Tor o wodest guantity of 6,068 tons exported
to Singqpore curing thie pust decade.

The euploitation of mdustrial wood also decreas-
ed, or noreased @ ittle bhut very irreculavly, ox-
cept fov ihe year 18300 Lumber production was
Lacely coough 1o meel domestie detrand,  thus
rendering portation limpossible In zpite of an
cbundancs of veluable forest resources that o

The guuntily of charcoal produced was of lidle
stenificonce as the insceurity prevailed at produc-
tion aress and as kerosetie was used more and
niGLIC a substitute foir charcoal (7,499 tlons in
1964 compured with 103,603 tons in 1963).

This decrcesed produetinon in the agricultural
sceior hay =oricusly aflected the national economy
and the people’s living in the past ten years :

—_ Pmpl»u dict and its nutritional value were
inadegunie fo msintain good heabhh ond provide
work cacvigy for e majority of ihe people

eSS

~— Importation of esscndal cotmoditicos suen s
rice, sugar and fruiy, for whiich the country hua
heen self-sufficient, thus putting a heavy burden
on the sforeign exchange veserve, In 1963, total
forcign exchanges used in importing agriculiural
producls amounted to U38157,533,543 as compared
with DS.,‘}d 453,057 in 1960, or an increase of

513.1 <%,

~~ Foreign exchionge earned Irom exportation
of .'mrl~1:»“oduu{s did nol ineresse but considersbly
decreased @ from a peak of US531,640,970 worth of

agiic \muml products cexported in 1960 fo USS
10,001,864 in 1969, thus decrcasing by 87.6 ¢¢

JI.  As mentioned above, the sole reason for the
agriculiural sector being at a standstill in the past
ten years was the expansion of the war —— a war
that wwas by no means fomented by the Republie
of Wietnam. As far ar nataral resources are con-
cerned, Vietnam pociesses great potentialities in
agriculiure that few other small countries have :

-— The areas presently under cultivation are less
tharn 3 million heclares while 1he totnd arable land
area is about 6 million hectares, which is about
35. of the naticns! territory. Both seil and climate
are fevernble for growing a great variely of agri-
cultural products in the Mekong Delta and the
lowlands of Central Vielnam, and industriu} crops
in the Essfern Provineos of Sowth Viernwm and in
the Highlund., Wih ovailable nastuie land and
prebable surplus of sgriculiural preduects, Vietnam
is richiy endowed ior the developnmiont of a large-
scale livestoek indusiry.

— With 2,000 km ol coastline and :800 km of
rivers and ‘-luunh, with motorized fishing boats
that huve been increased rapidly in number — by
nearly 50 ¢ — and wiin the whole ofi-shiove fish-
ing area that has not been expioited, the future of
fishicry development 1s very promising.

— 'The joresis of Vietnam covey an area of ap-
proxiuiutely 6 mniliion heclares with o reserve of
30u-buy rmliion cuble meters of all kinds of valu-
abrle ord eemmon inner, but only less than hali a
mitlion cubic meters wewee Cub in Lobd.

— Another importent factor that should not be
overlooked 18 the cagerness that the Vielnamese
favmers and fisherien have come to understand
and accept the mocern technigques used in farming,
livestoek raising, and fishing. Their response in
pluming high yielding rice, greater utihization of
1ertilizers, mechanzarion of agricullure, and mo-
torizolion of iishing hoals are congooe exampics.
Ingecd, the conservitive mind ol farmers has been
a great ohstacie 1o the developiment etiorts of many
developing countries,

To nuve an tdea about the polentials ior agricul-
tural development in Vietnam, lel's take the Ie-
public of Chia (Taiwan) as an exomple [or com-
parison.

{it size, Taiwan is azbout onc fifih of Vietnam
(25,561 km2 vs. 172,162 km2). In 1958 Tuiwan had
only one million heviares of plunted area. Its
forest area was only 2.3 million hoclures as com-
pared with nearly 8 million hectarcy of Vietnom.
Its coestline was 1,600 Jom long as corapared with
2,000 kwm in Vietnom. In swn, Taiwen is-entively
inferior to Vietnan from the standpoint of notural
rvegources bul its agricvitural proguction goes far
aheced thal of Vielnam n many respecis, as shown
in Table 11 below;
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TABLE I
Producis Taiwan (1968) Vietnam_(l%e)
Sugar (46572 tons Imported 132,400 tons
Ranana 545,467 tons 183, rlEO tons
Pinecapple 311,264 tans 3‘3,%35 tons
Fish 331,170 tons 4(;3.&4? 1;01'15
Wood 1.100.000 m3 462,722 m3

TABLE 11U

Comparison of the wvalues of agricultural
products exported by Vietnam and Taiwan

Ratio of (1)

Year Vietnam (1) Taiwan (2} to (2)
1960 UiS381,640,970 USS115 million T1.3 «
1968 US$16G,565,339  US5264 inillion 3.7

Because of circumistances beyond its controi,
Vietnam has not made noteworthy progvess, but
the existing natural resources wiil surely enable it
to boost up agricultural production in the years
to come.

IIl. The above descripiion of the stagnation of
agricultural production in the past ten years is
not iniended Lo creaie pessimism or 1o de-crmphasize
the role of agriculture in the overail policy of
economic deveclopment of the nation, In fuet, the
progress or agricuitural piorduction made in the
vears 1969-1070 demonstrale ihe possibilities that
exisi. Endowed with great potential, agriculiure
has all of the gualifications to play an imporiant
role in the ceonomic development of the country.
The main problem now is that there must be an
agricultural development plan. The reuasons for
this plan are multiple :

—— Pirst, a weil-defined policy for agricultural
development nitiatea and surongly supported by
ine Government i3 needed 1o assure necessary sup-
pori and ciose coordiation drom  government
agencies culside the Mimsiry of Land ieform and
Agrieniture and Fishery Developinent.

— Second, there muset ke a high priority for the
plan in the overall progrum ol action o: the na-
tion at this present stage. Navonal deiense sull
plays an cxirvemely important role, but with the
decreasiilg war INiensiLly and suoseguent restora=
tion ol security, it cannol go on having an apsolute
priotity us in the past. Agriculiural cevelopment
preauciion would iree the present econony Iroem
the tfollowing vicious @ircle : as the shoriage of
self-supplica esscnual comnodities puls more

With Iess natural resources than Vietnam, Tai-
wan Is bevond sel{-sufficiency in the main agricul-
tural produets. Besides, in 1968, Taiwcn was able
1o export rice (USs14 millicn}, sugar (USS51 mil-
livn), pincepple (USS19 miilion), bonana (US$57
miltion), tea (WS812 million), lumber (1$535 mil-
lien), and plywood {US$33 miliion), These are
proeducts that Vietnam can produce. In the same
vear, Turwan agricuitural aclivitles birought hack
Uss261 million whereas in 1960 it vxported only
USL113 million, Also, in 1960, Vietnam exported
USS81,640,8760 worth  of  agricultural  products.
Thus, 9 years ago, Vietnam was not far behind
Taiwan in this respect.

pressure on prices and inflation, the Government
has to spend toreign exchange 1o import consump-
tion commodities ; after a short period oi stability,
the same shoriage reappears as a result of low
production, pulting more pressure on prices and
inilation, and the Governmoent again has to resort
to foreign aid to import more consumption com-
modities.

— Third, the planning work will point out need-
cd studies which wili be conducted to obtain pro-
gramming *iniormation. Thereiore, the develop-
ment poliey and objectives that are set forth will
be realistic enough io meet the complex dernand
for domestic consun:ption and export market re-
guirements (especially the problem of exportation
at the present where there is a surplus of certain
agricultural products in the world market).

— Fourth, under the circumstances of a devel-
oping nation, like Vietnam, which is short of
capital, cquipmoent, and tecennical manpower, plan-
ning will help the Government see thie relationshin
and importance of ait the various complex eco-
nomic activitics in the cecuntry. Thus, a proper
sMeraticrn af these production factors can be
assured.

— Finally, the plan will be a guideline {or ca-
dres of all levels to follow uniformly and te guide
farmers, Ashermen and businessmen in active pro-
duction to attain the gnals that have hcen set
{fortn.

To make surc that the agricultural development
plan 15 realistic, feasible and action-oriented, it
must be started now and seen in the present en-
vironment. With changes of circumstances and
wilh experiences gained from implementation, the
plan can be adjusted and modified every year in
accordance with the real needs and the dynamie
concept of a continuous planning process.




Pacification program at work

SECURITY COMES TO HAMLET

The Republic of Vietnam’s war-
wracked province of Tay Ninh,
bordered on the south, west and
north by Cambodia, straddles a
major infiltration route for Com-
munist troops and supplies, Within
the province are jungled war
zones that hide strong Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese Army
forces, and Tay Ninh for years
has been near the bottom of the
list of pacified provinces in South
Vietnam., The community closest
to the border is Ben Soi, 100 kilo-
meters northwest of Saigon, a
remote hamlet cut off from the
rest of the province by the Vam
Co Dong River. For years Ben Soi
has been near the bottom of the
list of pacified hamlets in Tay
Ninh.

Gradually, under the impact

fan accelerated pacification pro-
gram, security conditions are
improving. More Tay Ninh ham-
lets than ever before now are
rated “relatively secure.” And
even in distant Ben Soi, while
much remains to be done before
it can be called really secure, the
hamlet has climbed one notch on
the pacification grading scale —
from D to C category — and living
conditions are rapidly improving
for its 2,900 peasants. !

Physically, Ben Soi has changed
little in hundreds of years. The
clustered houses, made of harden-
ed mud with thatched roofs, are
open to the elements and to the
chickens and dogs that wander in
and out. Ox carts kick up thick
clouds of red dust in the dry
season and bog down in gumbo

I. Under the Hamlet Evaluation System,
pacificaticn  officials each month grade
hamlets according to more than 80 criteria
— enemy activity, defense capabilities, eco-
nomic resourses. development efforts, etc.
After computer analysis of the data, each

tlet is rated either A, B or C if relati-

4 secure, D or E if insecure, and V if
viet Cong-controlled. In March 1970, 88.5 per
cent of South Vietnam’s people lived in
hamlets rated A, B or C.

mud during the monsoons. Aside
from war’s disruptions, the peas-
ants’ way of life has not changed
much. They are poor, and
everyone is hard-working in this
rice farming community. Gen-
erally unaware of world events,
culturally isolated behind their
bamboo hedges, they are princi-
pally concerned with the age-old
problem of getting enough food
for themselves and their families.
(Like Truong Thi Hoa, for in-
stance. A widow in her 30s, she
earns a bare living by minding
the babies of neighbors working
in the fields. Hoa knows nothing
of what the war is all about and
cannot name the president of her
country or the chief of her vil-
lage.) Ben Soi on the surface
seems unchanged from the Bud-
dhist community founded in the
days when a Vietnamese emperor
sat in the imperial palace far to
the north — unchanged except
for its shrapnel-riddled buildings,
barbed-wire concertinas and sand-
bag bunkers.

Troubled History

Ben Soi is one of 10,731 hamlets
in South Vietnam, typical of
many, but with a more troubled
history than most — troubled by
events since the Communists came,
In early 1969 its community life
was dormant, its economy stag-
nant, and the people lived in
constant fear of the Viet Cong.
But a year ago, in March 1969, a
concentrated pacification program
was launched by military, para-
military, provincial service and
central government personnel in
Ben Soi. With it came not only
improved security but a new com-
munity spirit that is sparking a
number of self-help projects.
Prosperity is not just around the
corner, but living standards are
rising.

Ben Soi is administratively part
of Ninh Dinh village, but as Ninh
Dinh has only this one hamlet,
Ben Soi also can be counted as
one of South Vietnam’s 2,157 vil-
lages. Its people continue to call
it by the hamlet designation of
Ben Soi, for this name antedates
by many generations its incorpo-
ration as a village. Vietnamese
villages usually have from two to
10 hamlets, but Ben Soi's isolated
position makes it difficult to
govern by officials from any vil-
lage across the river. It is access-
ible by land only from Cambodia ;
it can be reached only by ferry
from the rest of the district. It
sprawls over a wider area than
most hamlets in IIT Corps Tactical
Zone, the CTZ centered on Sai-
gon. So now it governs itself as a
hamlet-village, unique among the
19 hamlets within this most west-
erly of Tay Ninh's 11 districts.

Both Hamlet and Village

Ben Sci’s location, remote from
district centers and close to com-
munist sanctuaries across the
border, has made it prey to re-
peated Viet Cong incursions. For
a quarter-century its people have
known war, its ecgnomic disrup-
tions, social tragedies, declining
living standards, Communist ter-
rorism and military attacks, For
15 years the hamlet has been
victimized by the VCI, the Viet
Cong infrastructure. This shadow
administration is made up of un-
derground cadres who direct ter-
ror rule tactics, collect confiscatory
taxes, recruit villagers for guer-
rilla and labor squads, conduct
propaganda campaigns and assas-
sinate leaders. Kidnapings and
other terrorist incidents for years
were common in Ben Soi, and no
official of the Saigon government
dared enter the hamlet without
military escort,
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A member of People’s Self-Defense Forces (right) joins villagers in rice harvest while providing security.

Long exposure to intensive
Communist propaganda, the
scarcity of government services
available in more secure com-
munities, and the siphoning off of
so many Ben Soi men recruited
into the Viet Cong ranks — all
these factors induced a number of
the hamlet’s residents to become
VC sympathizers over the years.
Others, while alienated by the
cruelty of VC tactics, did not
want to do anything to endanger
the lives of the hamlet’s men
working or fighting for the Com-
munists. And others — perhaps
the majority — were political,
knowing little and caring less
about the merits of each side’s
cause in this internecine struggle,
wishing only to be left alone to
till their fields.

One man neither neutral nor
apathetic is Nguyen Van Cu. He
hates the Communists, Cu, a
slight, toothless man with a thin
grey beard who has lived in Ben
Soi nearly all of his 70 years,

12

knows what it means to be at the
mercy of the Viet Cong. He and
his wife Canh, 58, work in the rice
paddies. They do not own the
land, but are paid 200 piasters a
day (US$1.70) to harvest the crop.
To supplement their income Canh
makes noodles to sell in the
market. They have had eight
children, but only three could be
sent to school. In the spring of
1968 Viet Cong guerrillas raided
Ben Soi and kidnaped their two
oldest sons, who were soldiers on
leave at the time from their Army
of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN) units. Later, defectors
from the VC ranks who came
back to Ben Sei told Cu and Canh
that their sons had been killed by
the Communists,

“The Viet Cong always used to
come into the hamled at night for
food or recruits or to give propa-
ganda talks,” says Cu’s neighbor,
Le Thi Kinh, a 36-year-old farm-
wife. “They came and went almost
at will.”

Conditions could hardly have
been worse for Ben Soi short of
actual occupation of the hamlet
by Communist troops. But on
March 7, 1969, the Viet Cong
brought more trouble to the
people by launching a determined
attack on the hamlet with 400-
man battalion. Le Thi Kinh re-
members- the day well.

“My house is on the outer peri-
meter where most of the fighting
occurred,” she says. “When the
battle started J ran to town with
my husband and children. After
15 days we came back. Our two
oxen had been killed by the VC,
but no one in the family was hurt.
One Ben Soi man, a civilian, was
killed and five were wounded. But
the Viet Cong were driven out —
our men killed 17 of them and
captured many weapons. The
soldiers in the Popular For =
compound told me they had.- ™
call in helicopter gunships during
the fighting when the Viet Cong



dug in. Many houses along the
perimeter were destroyed. My
houses has many bullet and
shrapnel holes in it now. But
since then the VC cannot get into
+ hamlet at night anymore and
fee] much more secure”.

Pacification Program

That battle marked the turning
point in Ben Soi's fortunes. In its
wake the central and provincial
governments joined forces to bring
assistance to Ben Soi in order to
raise it on the pacification scale
from the insecure D category. A
30 - man Revolutionary Develop-
ment team headed by Nguyen Van
Cong, 30, was permanently assign-
ed to Ben Soi. 2 Cong, a native of
Ha Tien with two years of RD
experience there, called a com-
munity meeting and explained to
the villagers the purposes of the
campaign Pacification, he said
entails five major steps:

* Providing continual security
for the people to protect them
against Viet Cong local forces ;

* Establishing representative
local government in which the
people can take an active part,

* by electing their own leaders ;

- Launching economic and
social activities that will enable
the people to better their lives
and raise their standard of living ;

* Eliminating the underground
VCI, a task in which the people
can cooperate by identifying those
shadow cadres who have been
vietimizing them ;

* Increasing the number of
Viet Cong who reject Communism
and rally to the government’s side
under the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms)
program of amnesty.

“The basic principle of pacifica-
tion,” said Cong, “is that the effort
stems from the people. They must
take the initiative in developing
projects that will serve their
needs. Pacification is a three-ways
partnership of the people, the
local officials and the central
government, eack contributing
resources to the common effort.

2. A total of 48,000 Revolutionary Dewvelop-
= -t can bo {cadres) mow are working in
' wmlets around the country, and another
1.,.00 are scheduled to be trained and
assigned to duty during 1970, From 1966
throuph 1985, 2000 RD «can bos were
killed in action.

Most important is the growth of
Community consciousness by the
people.”

Security Improved

Without security, the rest of the
pacification program cannot suc-
ceed. In Ben Soi military com-
manders moved swiftly to improve
security conditions. The RD team,
armed with light weapons, set up
a night-time outpost along the path
usually taken by Viet Cong infil-
trators. Modern, high-powered M-
16 rifles were issued to the militia,
first to the men of the Regional
Forces (RF) companies and then to
the Popular Forces (PF) platoons
in the area, and the resulting
increase in their morale and
aggressiveness was immediately
evident 3

In June the RF launched a series
of heli-mobile operations and
district sweeps that forced the
Communists’ main-force units to
withdraw, and the area was
declared militarily pacified — i.e.,
contested only by Viet Cong local-
force units capable of being handl-
ed by militia forces. And in Sept-
ember General Do Cao Tri, the
INIT CTZ commander, ordered the
Special Forces and the CIDG war-
riors they had trained — Civilian
Irregular Defense Group counter-
infiltration troops guarding the
border — to extend their area of
responsibility to include Ben Soi.
This was an important step, for
the CIDG maintain the largest of
all the forces in the immediate
vicinity of Ben Soi. General Tri
also made arrangements for quick-
reaction help in case of an enemy
attack to be provided by elements
of the First Brigade of the 25th
U.S. Infantry Division eight kilo-
meters away.

The RD can bo and PF militia
meanwhile were busy organizing
the teenagers, elderly men and
other draft-ineligible males of Ben
Soi into the hamlet’s own civilian

3. RF and RF (ru0ps now ure the military
speathead of the government’s pacification
campaign in the countryside. In March 1970
there were 270,006 men in RF companies
and 260,000 men in PF platoons throughout
the 44 provinces, compared with 465,000 men
in the regular military branches. Under a
U5%3200,000 modernization and improvement
program RF/PF recruiting has been stepped
up, their pay and training have been im-
proved, their weapons modemnized and their
missions expanded in scope. All RF/PFs
now carry M-16s.

combatant corps, the People’s Self-
Defense Forces (PSDF). Soon
three PSDF platoons of 35 men
each had been formed and train-
ed, and 83 weapons were issued to
them. Placed under the command
of the village chief — who also
commands the local PF platoons
composed of draft-age Ben Soi
men — the PSDF civilians were
assigned the responsibility of
creating an early-warning system
for the hamlet. When the three-
week unit training course was
completed the PSDF platoons
built outposts around the hamlet
perimeter to guard against infiltra-
tion. Soon they began sending out
squads on night patrols, a danger-
ous task usually left to the militia.

Boys 16 and 17 and men between
38 and 50, under Vietnam’s nation-
al mobilization law, can be draft-
ed into the PSDF, though many
are volunteers. PSDF civilians are
unpaid, but they get compensation
if they are wounded, they and
their families receive free medical
care, and the family of a PSDF
member killed in action receives
10,000 piasters’ compensation. (The
official exchange rate is 118 piast-
ers to US$l.) Their weapons are
World War II rifies and carbines,
as well as some shotguns, most of
them reconditioned weapons turn-
ed over by RF and PF troops after
they were re-outfitted with M-16
rifies. ¢

Le Van Tho, 43, works a half-
hectare of land he owns during
the day, and at night he mans a
listening post on PSD¥F duty, “I
have five small children to raise,”
he says. “If our hamlet is attacked
again, I want to be able to fight
to protect them. I have practiced
long hours with this carbine, and
I think I will use it with good
effect if the time comes. Once VC
guerrilla bands could pass safely
through Ben Soi, for without arms
none of us dared try to stop them.
Now that we have weapons the
VC give the hamlet a wide berth.”

4. In all 44 provinces, well over 400000
weapons have been issued and nearly
1,310,000 civilians have been trained to use
them, Eaqch weapon usuglly rotates among
three PSDF sentries. The ratic of VC to
PSDF killed in action is gbout one to one.
Most PSDF units contain women volunteers
— 370,000 in support roles and 130,000 in
combat units defending hamlets and urban
neighborhoods throughout the country. But
Ben Soi has o large enough male populction
that women wvolunteers were not recruited
for the PSDF platoons, at least not initially.
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Giving the new generation a good start in life is villager's greatest aspiration, usually revoiving around schoolrooms.

Security Rating Up

With Ben Soi's security improv-
ed, representative government
established, self-help projects
underway, the VCI crippled and
the number of Hoi Chanh on the
rise, pacification officials decided
in November 1969 that the hamlet’s
rating should be moved up to C,
and thus Ben Soi joined the ranks
of hamlets considered relatively
secure. A top-ranking pacification
official described a C-rated hamlet
this way: “There have been no
recent Viet Cong attacks of any
significance on the hamlet. The

14

Communist infrastructure, while
it may still be there, has been sup-
pressed. You can get into and out
of the hamlet with relative ease.
It has a functioning hamlet
administration.”

Ben Soi meets those criteria
The Communists have not left it
alone, but the hamlet's defense
forces have proved adequate. In
August a VC band tried to move
into Ben Soi along their favorite
infiltration path, but the RD can
bo in their new outpost alongside
the path stopped them cold. In
November a VC mortar round kill-
ed one PSDF and two nine-year-
old boys. In December nine PF
militiamen were killed when the
Viet Cong hit an outpost two kilo-
meters from Ben Soi, but again
the enemy was prevented from
entering the hamlet. Terrorist
incidents continued to ocecur, but
at a much reduced rate. On
November 13 the VC kidnaped 12
women, three men and a CIDG
trooper on Ben Soi’s outskirts,

.

holding each for 20,000-piasters
ransom. But kidnapings, or com-
mon, have become rare since then.

“On the whole,” says a pro-
vincial RD chief, “the pacification
of Ben Soi has gone much better
than expected, although it is still
considered a borderline case,
potentially capable of going one
way or the other. Much has been
accomplished here, but much
remains to be done. The VCI must
be completely eradicated. Public
health facilities must be improved.
Roads in and around the hamlet
are often impassable in the rainy
season. More agricultural counsel-
ing is needed to boost production.
Local defense forces must be
strengthened and given hetter
training and equipment.”

A number of projects to over-
come these deficiencies already are
on the drawing board. “Ben Soi’s
future will be brighter than¥
past,” says the village chief. ’



FOREIGN OBSERVERS ON OCT. 3 ELECTTION (continued from page 5)

{ SENATOR CORDON BYRAN BRYRNE]):
... I think it

is my duty tonight in this very short

time available to me to report faith-

fully, accurately, and objectively the
results of my observations and to what
extent I thought the election complied
with the ordinary democratic forms of

the electoral process.

....T went along to the main polling
booth in Saigon and observed the opening
of the ballot.Then I was moved by heli-
copter with some international journatists
to the province of Binh Duong which 1is
about 15 minutes by helicopter from
Saigon.

of the polling in a number of villages in
that province. In the afternoon, I re-
turned to Saigon and made a further per-
sonal on-the-spot inspection of a num-
her of polling places in Saigon. I again
inspected the closure of the ballot box
and the counting of the ballots in Saigon
town hall at five o'clock.

....The elections were conducted un-
der the Presidential Law. I found that
the election was conducted explicitly in
terms of their own law. There appeared
to me to be no departure from the stat-
utory principles which were required to
be observed.

....The method of voting in South
Vietnam is different from ours., The
voting cubicles were small cubicles emn-
closed with a black curtain which is im-
penetrable.

opeor he may elect not to do so.

The voter went into the
voting cubicle taking with him his brown
manila envelope and the voting paper. It
is impossible to see what went on in the
voting cubicle. The voter may elect to
put his ballot paper in the manila envel-
He could
do a number of things: he could put the
ballot into the manilaenvelope, he could
mutilate the ballot paper or he could
discard it within the secrecy of the
voting cubicle. T and the press inspected
these cubicles. We went into a number of
them in the country area and in Saigon.

The other canon is the integrity of
the count. The count and the conduct of

At this point we made observationSthe slection appeared to be in the hands

of school teachers just as we have school
teachers as our presiding officers. The
presiding officers and poll clerks were
mostly school teachers and other young

men and women who were, no doubt, clerks.

they presides as polling officers. At night
the scrutineers, in terms of the Presiden-
tial Law, were invited from among the peo-
ple around and the ballot was counted. The
envelopes were counted in the public view
and were tallied just as we might tally an
election if we went in and acted as scrutin-
eers as we have done so often at elections.
I would say that, from what I saw, this
ballot completely complied with the con-
ditions and canons which we would require

in any electoral system. I could not

fault it at all.
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