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MESIDENT THIEU'S INAffiUML ADDRESS 

Saigon, October 31, 1971 

Addressing the nation a t  h i s  second- tem inauguration as President of the  Republic, 
Pre,sident Thieu spoke about the  new phase o f  the  war in which the nation has achieved 
enough s t a b i l i t y  and securi ty  t o  launch a vas t  economic program while keeping on guard 
t o  defend i t s  achievements from C o m n i s t  a t tacks .  

FoZlo~~ing  i s  the  sununary of the  President 's  address: 

Pres ident  Thieu s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a unique concern motivated h i s  running f o r  t h e  
Presidency four  years  ago and aga in  t h i s  time 
serve  South Vietnam from f a l l i n g  i n t o  Communist hands and h i s  sense of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  t h e  Fatherland.  
Vietnam, a peace w i t h  guarantees  of  freedom and p r o s p e r i t y .  The Pres ident  a l s o  hoped 
t o  continue t h e  var ious  programs designed t o  bu i ld  democracy and improve t h e  soc ie ty .  

, tha t  i s  h i s  determinat ion t o  pre-  

H i s  s o l e  a s p i r a t i o n  was t o  br ing  peace t o  t h e  people o f  South 

Recal l ing h i s  v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  p o l l s ,  t h e  President  pledged t o  do h i s  utmost t o  
deserve t h e  b i g  vote  of  confidence.  He vowed t o :  

- - Pro tec t  t h e  Fatherland 
--Respect t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  
--Serve t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  Nation and t h e  People , and 
--Do h i s  utmost t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  t h e  

r 
Pres ident  of t h e  Republic of Vietnam 

Looking i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  Pres ident  pledged t o  r e s t o r e  peace,  t o  consol ida te  
democracy, and t o  bu i ld  p r o s p e r i t y .  

The Pres ident  considers  t h e  coming fou r  years  as a new phase dur ing  which a l l  
t h e  people w i l l  cont inue t o  consol ida te  t h e  defense  of t h e  country and s t i l l  a c t i v e l y  
ca r ry  out  t h e  economic r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and development o f  t h e  country.  - 

On h i s  f irst  p o i n t ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  of peace,  t h e  Pres ident  f i rmly  r e i t e r a t e s  t h a t  
South Vietnam i s  not  t h e  b e l l i c o s e  p a r t y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  ready t o  nego t i a t e  and t o  keep 
the  door open f o r  nego t i a t ion .  
our  many ges tu res  of goodwill .  

We a r e  await ing t h e  Communist s i d e  t o  r ec ip roca te  

The Pres ident  a l s o  repea ted  t h a t  both North and South Vietnamese "belonp t o  
t h e  same race"and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an'lurgent need f o r  t h e  two zones t o  r ebu i ld  what 
has been destroyed,  t o  mobil ize a l l  n a t u r a l  and human resources  so  a s  t o  give back 
t o  t h e  Vietnamese people a prosperous l i f e  i n  peace and l e i s u r e . "  

For t h i s  reason,  t h e  Pres ident  proposes t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  of  North Vietnam t o  
" e f fec t  an immediate c e a s e- f i r e  over  t h e  e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  order  t o  d i scuss  peace 
i n  a s e r ious  and cons t ruc t ive  manner." 

..................... 
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FOREIGN OBSERVERS ON OCT. 3 ELECTION 

(:EN. VANUXEII PRkISES OCT. 3 ELECTIO?! 

c SAIGON,  3c to5er  5 (VPj-- L t .  GCII. 
Vanuxem ( r e t i r e d )  of t h e  French Army, 
a f t e r  an observat ion tou r  of vot ing  s i t e s  
on t h e  October 3 e l e c t i o n  day, s a i d  Mon- 
day morning t h a t  he was very su rp r i sed  
a t  t h e  l a rge  turnout  of v o t e r s  wait ing 
a t  vot ing  s i t e s  s ince  e a r l y  Sunday, and 
remarked t h a t  he witnessed many aspec ts  
whi.ch t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  f r e e  and demo- 
c r a t i c  cha rac te r  of t h e  P res iden t i a l  
e l e c t  ion .  

The French General ,  along with Bel- 
eiuin Ambassador t o  Vietnam Marcel Connay 
and French Consul General t o  Vietnam 
Jacques De Fol in  spent  a l l  day tou r ing  
vot ing  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Saigon-Gia Dinh a r e a  
and Bien Hoa province.  

A t  t h e  Quang Trung M i l i t a r y  Tra in-  
i n g  Center,  Vanuxem paid  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were vo te s  of  
the  Democracy s l a t e  i n  waste - b a s k e t s .  
Such a f a c t  i nd ica t ed  t h a t  t h e  Oct. 3 
c l e c t i o n  was very democratic and f r e e  
even a t  vot ing  s i t e s  reserved f o r  mi l i t a ry  - men, t h e  r e t i r e d  genera l  added. 

.- 

According t o  General Vanuxem, before  
the  e l e c t i o n  day, he met with many o f f i -  
c i a l s  who p red ic t ed  an event fu l  b a l l o t i n g .  
"I was very anxious and a n t i c i p a t e d  d i s -  
turbances" ,  he s a i d ,  "hut noth inp  of  t h e  
s o r t  happened and t h e  e l e c t i o n  took p lace  
smoothly and i n  p e r f e c t  order.!' 

Gen. Vanuxem a l s o  d i sc losed  t h a t  he 
had interviewed v o t e r s  who revealed t o  
him t h a t  they  only wanted s e c u r i t y  and 
order  so a s  t o  continue t h e i r  d a i l y  a c t -  
i v i t i e s  and t h a t  they voted f o r  M r .  Thieu 
because they be l ieved  he would r e a l i z e  
these  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  them. 

MANUEL LIM (TiIE PHILIPPINES) 

SATGON, October 2 3  (VP) - -  M r .  Man- 
ue l  I . i m ,  Chairman of t h e  Governors 
Council of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Chamber of 
Commerce (ICOC) i n  t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  r e -  
cen t ly  p ra i sed  t h e  Republic of Vietnam 
government f o r  t h e  successfu l  organiza-  
t i on  of t h e  October 3 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l ec -  
t i o n .  

2g ._ 

llr. L i m  made t h e  remark i n  h i s  l e t -  
t e r  of thanks t o  Foreign Af fa i r s  Minister  
Tran Van Lam f o r  t h e  warm welcome t h e  
RVN reserved f o r  him when he was on an 
observat ion t o u r  o f  t h e  Oct. 3 Presiden- 
t i . a l  b a l l o t .  

According t o  Mr. L i m ,  t h e  Vietnam- 
ese  people had exerted t h e i r  c i v i c  r i g h t  
i n  a "democratic" s p i r i t  t o  e l e c t  t h e  
na t iona l  l eade r  as s t i p u l a t e d  by t h e  
na t iona l  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

from h i s  own observat ion of such vot ing 
processes as  b a l l o t  c a s t i n g  and counting 
a t  var ious  p r e c i n c t s  i n  Saigon. 

'.lr. L i m  made known these  remarks 

?fr.  Manuel L i m  was once Chairman of 
Operation Wick  Count i n  t h e  1969 P r e s ~  
i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  of t h e  Ph i l ipp ines .  
SENA.Tr?R CORDON BRYAN BYRNE /AlJSTRALIA'I 

(EXCERPTS FROM AUSTRALIAN HANSARD) 

. . . .  I l e f t  A u s t r a l i a  on Friday l a s t  
t o  a t t end  as an observer a t  t h e  P res i -  
d e n t i a l  Elec t ion .  I was t h e  only ob- 
s e r v e r  from t h e  Aust ra l ian  Parliament.  

The Parliament of Great Br i t i an  
was represented  by a Labor peer  and 
two Conservative members o f  t h e  House 
of Commons. The Japanese Parliament 
was represented .  I th ink  t h e  P a r l i a -  
ment of t h e  Phi l ippines  was represented .  
I had t h e  g rea t  p r i v i l e g e  and d i s t i n c -  
t i o n  of r ep resen t ing  t h e  whole of t .his 
Parliament and perhaps t h e  whole of 
Aus-tral ia .  . . . - 

The In t e rna t iona l  Press  was repre-  
sented by j o u r n a l i s t s  from a l l  over t h e  
world and were sent  by t h e i r  newspapers. 
No doubt they went a t  g rea t  expense, but  
t h i s  event was regarded as o f  such s i g n -  
i f icance  t h a t  it reqpi red  t h e  attendance 
of  d i r e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Tnter- 
na t iona l  Press agencies .  To my know- 
ledge no r ep resen ta t ive  of t h e  Aust ra l ian  
Press  i n  the  same category was t h e r e .  
liowever I had t h e  oppor tuni ty ,  t h e  only 
oppor tuni ty  of anyone from thi.s P a r l i a -  
ment and perhaps from A u s t r a l i a ,  of ob- 
serv ing  j u s t  how t h e  e l e c t i o n  was con- 
ducted and t o  what ex ten t  i t  did com- 
p l y  with democratic forms. . . . . . . . . . . .  

(continued on p.15)  5 



APU Council Meeting 
SAIGON, November 6 (VP)-- The 

Asian Parl iamentarians '  Union Council 
w i l l  open i t s  10th  meeting next  Novem- 
ber  11 a t  Hoan My Hotel with some 100 
de lega te s  o f  t e n  APU member coun t r i e s  
i n  a t tendance.  

The three-day meeting w i l l  deal  
with a number of APU programs of a c t i o n  
i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of p o l i t i c s ,  economy, cu l-  
t u r e ,  educat ion ,  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
d ra f t ed  by APU members. 

These programs, i f  approved a t  t h e  
APU 10th counci l  meeting, w i l l  be brought 
before t h e  A P U ' s  7 th General Assembly t o  
be held i n  mid-Yovember i n  Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia) f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n .  

A l l  dec is ions  t o  be reached a t  t h e  
A P U ' s  7th General Assembly i n  Phnom Penh 
w i l l  be considered a s  reconmendations 
f o r  t h e  governments of each APU member 
country. 

Observers from A u s t r a l i a ,  India  
and New Zealand w i l l  a l s o  a t t end  t h e  
APU counci l  meeting along with c!elega- 
t i o n s  from t h e  Republic of  Korea, Japan, 
Cambodia, Indonesia ,  Laos, Slalaysia,  
Thai land,  t h e  Ph i l ipp ines ,  and Vietnam. 

Vietnamese Graduates 
Encouraged tometurn 
SAIGON, October 2 1  (VP)-- A Com- 

mi t tee  f o r  Repa t r i a t ion  of Vietnamese 
overseas graduated expe r t s  w i l l  be set 
up i n  P a r i s  by t h e  end of t h i s  academic 
y e a r ' s  summer vaca t ion ,  Education Mini- 
s t e r  Ngo Khac Tinh t o l d  Vietnam Press  
Wednesday upon h i s  r e t u r n  from a t e n -  
day t o u r  of Canada and France. 

According t o  Minis te r  Tinh, t h e  
Committee w i l l  be run  by t h e  Vietnamese 
Llniversity Students  Union i n  Paris with 
t h e  coBperation of  t h e  f r i e n d l y  Vietna- 
mese Students  Unions of t h e  neighboring 
coun t r i e s  of France. 

The Committee w i l l  appeal t o  Vie t-  
namese expe r t s  of a l l  branches who have 
nea r ly  completed t h e i r  s t u d i e s  abroad, 
t o  r e t u r n  home t o  b e t t e r  s e rve  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  economic r econs t ruc t ion  p o s t -  
war e ra .  
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Education Minis te r  Tinh ind ica t ed  
t h a t  h i s  Minis t ry  w i l l  do i t s  b e s t  t o  
support t h e  Committee's a c t i v i t i e s  by 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  a l l  r e p a t r i a t i o n  procedures.  .1 

Minister  Tinh d i sc losed  an average 
of 1 ,000 to  1,500 Vietnamese s tuden t s  
a re  authorized each year  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  
s t u d i e s  abroad. P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h i s  year  
t h e  f i g u r e  reached t h e  1,800 mark .  

Min. Lam on Denmark's 
Relations with NVN 

SAIGON,  October 23 (VP)-- Foreign 
Affa i rs  Minis te r  Tran Van Lam s a i d  F r i -  
day t h a t  t h e  new government of Denmark's 
establ ishment  of diplomatic  t i e s  with 
North Vietnam was not  a s u r p r i s e  f o r  
t h e  Republic of  Vietnam. 

In  an interview with Vietnam P r e s s ,  
Y i n i s t e r  Lam explained t h a t  two years  
ago, under t h e  government of  Prime Mini- 
s t e r  Bauns Gaard, whose pol icy  was i n -  
c l ined  t o  t h e  Free World, t h e  oppos i t ion  
p a r t y  i n  t h e  Denmark Parliament had r e -  
pea tedly  proposed t h e  recogni t ion  of  
North Vietnam. The most c r i t i c a l  de- 
ba te  on t h i s  i s s u e  took p lace  on Septem- 
b e r  1, 1971. Despite pressure  from t h e  
l e f t i s t  Representa t ives ,  t h e  go9ernment 
led  by Mr. Gaard continued t o  maintain 
diplomatic  r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  Republic 
of Vietnam and not  North Vietnam. 

4 

The September 2 1 ,  1 9 7 1  k l e c t i o n  ,how- 
eve r ,  e n t i r e l y  upset  t h e  Parliament of  
Denmark. The r u l i n g  p a r t y  l o s t  an i m -  
po r t an t  number o f  s e a t s  a t  t h e  Parl iament ,  
and t h e  new government was formed under 
the  leadersh ip  of  Mr.OttoKrag,  of t h e  
former Socia l  Democrat Par ty .  

Mr. Krag i s  a p o l i t i c i a n  who always 
advocated t h e  recogni t ion  of both North 
and South Vietnam. Therefore ,  t h e  new 
government of  Denmark's establ ishment  
of diplomatic  t i e s  with North Vietnam is 
simply a consequence of  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  in Denmark. 

.............. 



Asked whether o r  not Denmark and 
Norway's recogni t ion  o f  North Vietnam r e -  
f l e c t s  a common tendency of  Scandinavian 
coun t r i e s ,  Min. Lam s a i d  t h a t  among t h e  
t h r e e  Scandinavian c o u n t r i e s ,  Sweden was 
t h e  first t o  e s t a b l i s h  diplomatic  t i e s  
w i t h  North Vietnam (ea r ly  i n  1970). This 
was i n  l i n e  with t h e  po l i cy  of  t h e  l e f t -  
i s t  Swedish government f o r  t h e  p a s t  t e n  
years .  Despite t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Sweden has 
been usua l ly  considered a leading n a t i o n  
of the  Scandinavian coun t r i e s ,  i t s  two 
neighbors--Norway and Denmark--stil l  ma- 
in t a ined  thei . r  own po l i cy .  The d e t e r -  
mination o f  t h e s e  two coun t r i e s  i n  t h e i r  
fore ign  p o l i c y  was c h i e f l y  due t o  t h e  
cease less  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Republic o f  
Vietnam i n  i t s  information and diplomatic  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

In f a c t ,  Vin .  Lam added, t hese  th ree  
Scandinavian coun t r i e s  have been i n c l i n e d  
toward a n e u t r a l  po l i cy .  
t h a t  i f  t hey  recognized both North and 
South Vietnam peace would be r e s t o r e d  soon 
in t h i s  country.  

They be l ieved  

Consequently, s ince  1968, t hese  coun- 
t r i e s  have advocated an a s s i s t a n c e  pro-  
gram t o  both p a r t s  t o  he lp  r econs t ruc t  
Vietnam when t h e  war ends. A committee 
was s e t  up f o r  t h e  study of a p r o j e c t  c a l -  
led  "Nordic Plan f o r  Peconstruction i n  
Vietnam ' . 

e a  

However, t h i s  plan has not  been c a r -  
r i e d  out s ince  t h e i r  au thors  a r e  wait ing 
f o r  t h e  conclusion o f  t h e  Par i s  peace t a l k s  
on Vietnam. 

To another  ques t ion  on t h e  present  

VN ~ 2 0 0  M Assistance 
10 Typhoon Victims 

SAIGON, October 26 (VP)-- The Cab- 
i n e t  Monday decided t o  e x t r a c t  VN$ 200, 
000,000 from t h e  National Budget f o r  a 
fund t o  a s s i s t  r econs t ruc t ion  i n  t h e  
typhoon-str icken provinces i n  Central  
Vietnam. 

The dec i s ion  was made following 
Prime Minis te r  Tran Thien Khiem's t o u r  
of t h e  f lood- s t r i cken  areas  i n  Central  
Vietnam. 

A t  7 : 3 0  a.m. Monday, Prime Minis te r  
Tran Thien Khiem headed a de legat ion  t o  
f i v e  provinces i n  Central  Vietnam rava-  
ged by typhoon "tiester". 

The de legat ion  was b r i e fed  by L t .  
Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, Commander o f  I 
Corps and Mi l i t a ry  Region I on t h e  dev- 
a s t a t i o n  by typhoon Hester i n  t h e  MR I 
provinces.  

According t o  L t .  Gen Hoang Xuan Lam, 
prel iminary r e p o r t s  on c a s u a l t i e s  and 
ma te r i a l  damages caused by t h e  typhoon 
were a s  fo l lows:  

---Sixty-seven persons k i l l e d ,  and 91 
o the r s  in ju red ;  16,808 houses des t royed,  
39,045 o t h e r  hab i t a t ions  damaged t o  50 
percent .  

---Besides, 361 schools ,  53 first a id  
s t a t i o n s ,  134 v i l l a g e s  and hamlet o f f i c e s ,  
79 rese t t lement  c e n t e r s ,  and 130 m i l i t a r y  
housing qua r t e r s  damaged. - 

---Further ,508 sampans were destroyed t rend  of  t h e  Republic of Vietnam-Denmark 
r e l a t i o n s ,  " f i n i s t e r  L i m  s a i d  t h e  Republic 
of Vietnam es t ab l i shed  d ip lomat ic  r e l a t i o n s  

o r  sunk, br idges were damaged from 5 t o  
10 pe rcen t .  

w i t h  Denmark i n  1957 a s  w i l l  a s  with Norway 
and Sweden. 
ambassador t o  t h e  Federal Republic o f  Ger- 

The Republic of Vietnam's ---Domestic animals were k i l l e d  o r  
missing from 30 t o  40 pe rcen t .  

many i s  now concurrent ly ambassador t o  
these  t h r e e  Scandinavian coun t r i e s  .The .--Crops were damaged from 45 t o  100 
Republic of Vietnam's diplomatic  mission 
chief  presented h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  t h e  Prime Minister  Tran Thien Khiem pre-  
Denmark government i n  November, 1969. In s e n t &  t o  each f lood- s t r i cken  province 
Copenhagel,, an Tnformation o f f i c e  has been VN $5 m i l l i o n ,  and 50,000 i r o n  shee t s .  Da 
opera t ing  f o r  o v e r a  year  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  Nane c i t y  was a l loca ted  V N  $ 1 mi l l ion .  
of  t h e  Vietnam-Renmark Fr iendship  Associa- 

percent. 

pp., 
i J t i o n .  The de legat ion  re turned  t o  Saigon 

the  same day. 

7 



I. Vit.:narn is an aFkui?aral  country with over 
<zing, ipn3ly o r  fully, 
year the contribution 

z constitutes about 3 0 G  
x t .  Blorcowx. Vietnam 

is stii: in  t h i  early stage of development. 11s 
re S.oes not only satisfy the domestic 
nf ;,sriciiitur:il p:-oducts, but d s o  con- 
iron, !lo', to US:' pf the vslue  of  
c:<p~rti.d ins foreizn c x c h ~ r . ~ c .  

arkcd by 3 sirnarkable 

v ~ r s  o! Cccre:!se trr,m 5.2 miliion tons in 1963 to 

1 3 .  Thi, ~ 3 s  a li.lcL increase over 
ri-psuC,;c;s s > x h  a? pcanut, coifce, 

ten, t:i!:,cc:* nnd pcppfr a l , ~  showcd considerable 
i n c i -ms t .  !.ito;ethi:r, the 1969 crop production 
index incre:;sec by l i . 8 5  in that single year. 

. .  
.!, ,,..,, I - L 3.2 , ) ,  1:;se 10 2.1 mil- , .  .. . 1 

As for  animal tiusbandry, its production index 
increascd 13.4:;, as a r e w i t  of greater efforts in  
ail ficlds, tspcci;illy in poulliy and s:vine raising. 
Pisherb- pi.oduc!ion increaseil 13'; in 1059 (4G3,000 
t o m  againit 410,Oi;u tons) c,.\-ing to  tlw prngress 
in the rnc!o!-ix.iion of fishin: hoats and the curfew 
lilting oi  foi incriy rcstric:i ,J fishing ;ireas. With 
the  secuiity situstion imprnvt i:, the greatest prog- 
ress was ir.adc in rhc pimduclion of log;. In 1965, 
463.0r11) cuhic m ' t c r s  \Yere cut a s  coniaared wilt, 
2861.530 cubic meters in 1568 - a n  increase of 
G l . 6 ' , .  Tiiis is t!ie largest amount of timber ever 
cut. 

The foliuwing t;.ble sumn?:irizcs the  increase in 
agricultural prodtiction between 1968 and 1969: 

TABLE I 
Percenlagr. of increase 

PiOUiiCLS belweezi i96a a;id 1569 - 
Clop pruilucts +~ 11.8 '., 
'ln,..;:~l praLi,,crs + 13.4 ':, 
FlSii\ .T.V prol iL icts + h?. :. 
Ic.ie:; ::;duct> iiu: , 8  61.6 c,; 

E'ol tile y r x  W i u ,  :,A e!li~;inary repurls show ihd! 
~gi.icu!!i<rai 1x0' or, coiitinwd l c ,  make good 
prL:,s<:Ss. 

I .  'i'h i a \,:'is 

to ihc  p;.c\:c,~~b j /.I). ~ ( i r n  ~rur i i ,c t~o. i  increased 
&, bi<nalla I t X ' , <  Ll l ld : 1 L < l i  
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Yish produc!iun 462,83.1 577,4511 24.5 li 

* An analysis by the hiinistry of Land Reform and Agri- 
culture and Fishery Development. 



However, lookm;,: back upon the achievements 
du.ring the past decade (1959-1969), one must 
admit that g!:nerally speaking agricultural pro­
clud~cn in Vir::lnam \'.'~,s :llmost i1.t a ;:;tall.c:stlll, and 
for some particular pr()cillcL~ the situL,tion "YV<i!::> 
evell wurse. indeed, th~ \\'1l1' ho.s <.tdversely affected 
agricultural produc"Liu:i ci3 it in'ought abuut aban­
don of land, short;::~c: ()f manpower, difficultie.; in 
':1gri-inpi. j t ~;l1pply, limitations on the djs;:t'mina~lon 
or imjJl'ovl'I'; j,il'nling t~~chl!iques to rural ~,r('(ls, <lnd 
n~strictiOl~ oj \\'ooci cutting opeTation.s. 'Pi.,-' res:..dts 
tire sdf-c\,l(~"r;t: decre~'.;c: of CU1UV[ltcd area and 
!tw,' p!.·ct.lu~·i.iol1. In thL'Si..' h'n years, cuitiyated 
[ll"CO:':; of foud crop:., inl'n'a~,e,j only 7 ~~, .(:2,(i million 
hcc~arcs vs. ~A million lJc(;i.~~rcs) while inclu:-:trial 
crop l<lnd L:cci"co~c:d ;) Sc (l'i5,G25 hectal"C.':> vs, 
18,5,lD"1 liccl<tCcs). Food ("l'OPS output increased 
only 3 II;' in 'l~'n year., <:I!vi inciustrld (TOp~~ dt~cr"l2as­
ell 53;(. Fl.lluL'~rJ sug~)r L~,il.:, CuCUllUt ~lnd pincap­
ple pl'oci;.:(": in~1 \ ... ·a~ mo~~t ~"vcrely aifC'ctt.cd, 

Production 

IfJS9 19(9 , 
" 

of decre2se 

,I".U. G:l,O(JO T :~:J.OUO T .... 53 c,~ 

:-:-;1 ,(f<.; r c;, 11 ~ '.' I.OnO/,oo T ,1 I;.~ (JOOT _. 51 ',r 
\...'oUJ;,'.I', 11B,O~lil,(j~O T :,~I.{j' :lJ.VJU T 16 ,-

(ft'uLU (frllit! 
F'inr.'8PI .. lr .. l,nrtoT :33,UOU'1 19 

--
1nc 1,') ');(U'. ')(;11 (,;' ricl.' _.- [ill' stabl.;:~ fu!)(l of tJ1l' 

Vi('tll:il1"le'~· .. ' V. (,plp -- ll;f~rl' :,> ... r:l unly 1 '/~ in ti~e 

D"Lui.T: tn:m "':"J '~ in tL' '::'\11,' !--t·r,ud, Tn,; ~·:C(; sitt:.<.:­
tion \\"clJ.!d L<..:.'/c b!:t:'i \.",(.11 lt1(;l.'C tlre~l:;(ul ii tile 
glJ\'eL{ll1lf~:;l had n(.i~ 1<.,\.t'll P0:-:ltiVC eHul·t,.,; in rile 
iH nice l-',·ogi·a.m. 

In the fi(,ld of aniltla! husiJar,ury, <'lpptication 
0f mod(~rn tu.:hniquc3 and lar;:;c-sc:alc opu'ations in 
t'L'C:utc ~llCi..:S som(;V,:h~lt c:o!npcn;,ated for the dc­
('n .. a~,-.'d I"Ji'u(\uction in the countryside, In ten ye',~rb 
~nimal IJr'uduc:lion incll:a::eu 40 j~ or 3.5 )'0 a year 
(m th,:! av(:("<!~~eJ \vlllch I:,; st111 too ll1ocic...;t a figU1C. 
!\;u1l.uht.:lt.,:,s, in SPILl.' of a 6ignificant rise in HHHJ, 
tbe anim;:;! outpul Df that ye:J.l· was still less ',lJ::.n 
that of H)U7 (.~ GA j~). 

f~s lu r;:::)'~:l"i(;;:), Lhere wa:5 un average Yl.:arly in­
crC<1~:'::! of 9.8 r;; , which Wi.:S ndl"icl' encouraging but 
~~tjll tuo ill,~(!l'qu;:.tt: to <lBmv sllrplus(;s for exp'Jrt, 
except fr)l' z; !!.nclC:~L qti:-:nti1y 01 6,003 tons expo!.·ted 
to Sin;:;~j}(j:T (~l1L'lng the past decade. 

The C::liloLt~ltion o[ iildu"L:'ial \"Iood .. ;1so decn~<:s­
cd, m' ir':Cl'l'c1::iC"u a ilttle but very irre:r',ularly, ex­
cept. [Ol lb~ year lSi2U. Lumber proL~u('lion \\·~,s 

1;~'H"Cly (;·iull;.~h t.o IY!':'CI Ur)1l1ostic de:.land, (hu,::; 
rVnOCL"ii"" ,.::~pol·1'-'ilOll i;'dpus~j'lJlc jn "pitc of an 
;:!1:.n.U1c:~·il!(,~ vi vdu;.;.lJle 1ol'esL 1"eSQUI"C(';; th;lt c~.;:isL 

,!'he Clll:ll1tily of cb:.II"Cljai prodllced WdS of Ij~Ue 
::,igl1ifil.';lHU': "s the in;;(;c .... lrity IJl"(~v3ikd (.t produc­
tion :\),(;,!s iilLl ;: .. ~.; Ll'ro~;Vllc "vas lls(;d rnorc and 
l1)c,rc <i~: a SI.l1J:-;t.i'tutc for (harcoal (,/, ~:J!J tons in 
1 aG~' cU~:·JlJ.::'~j"l.'d \\'jth 10;"),6 1);5 tons in 1 Uei 1), 

Tlli:.;; c>::1"("'oC'u1 producti()n in the clf;ricultural 
sector h:~;~ ::,,;'l'iou:=;ljF alIectcd the n.:li1011al economy 
and the peoy:Jlc's li\'ing in the past ten years; 

_.- Pc'opl·.:'s did ~md its l1utrilion;l1 vZllue were 
in:lckql:;,'"l' 10 nJint:,in f;()ocl hC'~d':h ~1Hd pJ'()vicb 
\\'Ol'k (Jll·l',:!.Y for tilV rn:\jorit) o~ t.he: pcoph~ ; 

-- Importa1!('ll (;1' c~s(:r,l~:d cUlilnLU(;lliL''::> ~uch a~ 

rice, '::'U::::.:ll" (In.d. Lui'~. for \";'i1ich the country h~/i 
been sl!lf-sufflcir:nt. thus putting a heavy burden 
on the ion:i~;n c).~·hange ~'t:sC'rve, In 19G9, total 
foreign exch~:ng('s used in importing agricultural 
products '.lmCluntcd to U3S1S'i,533,543 as compar'ed 
with US}';:33,495,057 in 1960, or an increase of 
513.1 (,{, 

._- FOl'<.;ign cx('L~.n,,,-:(~ C8l'JH:d !'rom l'xportalioIJ 
of n,01'i-products d~d not jnc]'('c:se but. consider<lbl~' 
d('C]"(:<'L:;Ccl: froIr.. a pC'd: of US$31,G40,970 worth 01 
a~;:\c\lltural products exportt.'d in 19tiO to USS 
IO,OOl,l:;G4 in 19G9, thus decr('asin~ by 87.6 ~·c. 

n. As mentio!1ed aLJu\'e, the sole reasr'n for th(; 
agricl.lHural sector iwin;:, at a standdill in the past 
tcn YC.'1l"S was the pXj),\nsion of the '."".1' -- a \I.'Clr 

th,;t \'.'n.:.; by no nWill1.::; fomented b:;,r the Republic 
of ViL'llum. A,::; f'ii." .1;- natm'al rc.·:;ou~'c('s are con­
ce:\"r,l'd. VictnLlm jJC,.·J-~,";CS grc~t pJ'ccnli<.llities in 
agricul~ure that fe\\' other small cDuntries havE: 

- The area~ presently ullde~' cul1iv,i,tion are lC'S.3 
thCill ::i million hec',;\]"l'S \Vhllc the tot~,j oraLIe land 
are" is about {) milLon heci2I'CS, which is about 
35",( at lhe nation<.:l tCl'l'iiory. Both wil and climate 
"l't:: f~)\'()j";ILh~ for gfov;ing a great \"anety of agri­
cultural products in the .Ml'kong ;);.,113 and the 
10wIT:-1Cl." of Centra! Vietnam, ;Jnd ind'...1strial crop:.; 
in 11J~ E:'~ll'rn Pnn in(",~ of Sou.th \'i(~:nall1 und in 
the }Ji~:h]'ll1d. "\\'lch <~y~jluble ::>,-,,::'1.L11(, land and 
pn):.'<.l()!(' silrplus r)l "',:rlrultural proclpcts, Vietnam 
is ric1ti,Y endowed lor the (lev('luprl1~.'rlt of a large­
scale li\·f..'~;tock im:l.ls[ry. 

- Vhth 2,000 L!l1 oj' l'oa.:-;tline <'11l0 .LOOO km of 
rivers and strC(tili.c", V:iill motorizeci fi":,hing boats 
that ki'';C been l-:.crcasecl rapidly in nu:u'oer - by 
nca:-ly 50 S'~ - and v;nrl the whole On-~IlOl"l: ftsh­
in;; area that has not (>e .... n expiuited, tlw future oi 
fi~j"JC'[y c!evelopm(;li.t IS very promisi:-.g, 

- 'i he lOre;:.ls of V~(:lnam covu dll area of .J.p­
pl·oxi':l:.Itely ti Hl~_!t(,n \"'.(:c\;J.l'es wi,h a reserve of 
juu-uJU mdlion CL.tl)ic mC1.t:fS uf ;:til Lmd:5 oi v;.-l1u­
;'I:!(' ~"';d (,r·mmnl1 ;,"li}b'. but only 1(,:).-: than half a 
mi~ljon cuoic metc,;-; V,l'Lf> (LIt iil 1:";.:.:.1. 

- Another in""!.pC!l t,J;Jt factm' tint :-;~lo1..dct not he 
ovcl"lOOK.(:Q is the <:<lf~('rnc::;s tfl<.it tl1(: V lL'tncunL~S(, 
farnH .. rs and fislll~,:U1Ul have come to unuersl<JnC1 
und accept the mocen: techniques w,('d. in fannin,S, 
livc'stock raising,' Cind bshing, Thur n;3pon~,e m 
planting high ylC!~ling nee, greah'r utilization of 
lcnil~zE'~'S, mechCilllZ,'l[lull 01 agncul~tlre .. etnd mo­
toriz;:.,tion of iishiIlg boats are cun(:I'C'te exampJl:S. 
Inu.E:'~~u, the COn5(;r\r;,t~\'e n11nci 01 Lp'llicrs has /)l'C!l 

a great obstacle to the development ('\lorts of man,) 
devC']oping countries, 

To .h~l'\"(, an idea about the potentials lor agricul­
tural (ic'vc'1opment in. Victn,lm, tel'S lake: tile Hc:­
public of Chma ('l'ai\\Can) as an c.:-.:;:tnlPle for com­
parison, 

In sizc, Taiwm'l is about one fifth of Vietnam 
(3;'J,GLil krn2 vs, 172,JU2 km:2), III 10i~~ T,liW311 had 
only G"C million hectares of pLl'.tcd area. It~ 
forc3t ,11'(;'a W2~S only 1..3 milJi()rl hcctv.res as COlll­
p<JH::d v.:iLh llC<.ll'ly· ti million i·H.'ctarc: of Vietn~m. 
It::; C()<.:sUine w<::s 1,000 );:;11 lun:~ it"; cUi.lpared \\'iLh 
2,000 hm in Victn'ilH. 1n ::;u/n, 'i.'ai\\·,:n is· elnircly 
jnft'l'j(lL' to Vic,tn:,m from the ,"lZl.ndpoint 01 ll]1.Ul;:d 
l'e,::o:..trces bUL its ;::gr~cuaUl al pi O~!'Jction gaps fat' 
aht."ld tk.lt of Vic'ill:Hl1 i!l many respects, as shO\I/n 
.in T<.!\Jlc 11 bclo\';; 

9 
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Products 

Sugar 
Ban:ma 
Pineapple 
Fish 
\Vuor! 

TABLE 
Taiwan (196B) 

U46.572 tons 
ti45.467 tons 
311)G-l tons 
531,170 tor:.s 

1.1 00.000 m:J 

II 
Viet:'1.am (1969) 

Imported 132,400 ton~ 
183,760 tons 
33.2;:;5 tons 

4G3.E44 tons 
462.722 m:~ 

TABLE IJI 

Comparison of the values of agricultural 
products exported by Vietnam and Taiwan 

Year Vjet~ (1) Tai~ (2) 
Ratio of (l) 
t~) 

19:)0 lIS$81,640,fl70 US$115 million 71.3 ',; 
1968 US~10.555,339 US;:;2/j4 million 3.7 r, 

Because of ci.ccumstances beyond its control, 
Vietnam has not made noteworthy progress, but 
the existing natural resources wIll surely enable it 
tf] boost up agric1;ltural pro6uction in the years 
to come. 

III. The abovE:' description of the stagnation of 
agricultural production in the past ten years IS 

not lni.end<:d to creai.(: pE):;simism or to dc-cl"nphasize 
the role of agriculture in the overall policy of 
economic ucvdopment of the n;.{tion, In fact, the 
progress or a~~d(,L:.ltural J)i:Oduction made in the 
years 1969-18iO demons11'ut2 the possibilities that 
exist. EndoweJ with gree,t potential, ~(~J'iculturc 
has an of the qualifications to play ,m import8nt 
roll: in the ecunomic development of the country, 
The main pl'oblem l1(.I\\' is that there must be an 
agricultural development ph,n. The reclsons for 
this plan are multiple: 

-- First, a wcl1-dc1ined policy for .1gricultural 
development mltlJ.tL:a and ~'cr()n.;;1y supported by 
Ine Govl.:rnment is nCi..'oed to cj~:::,ure n£:(;C;i3j.l'Y sup­
port ana close COOIOmd.livll irom gClI .. "t.:rnmcnt 
agenCIes OUbH.l'..: the .,I.\limsl.ry of Land rteform and 
A,!J,l'irl!!WH' ;mli F:~hu'Y Dcvdopment. 

- Secund, there must be a high priority for the 
plan in the overall progrull1 01 action 01 the na­
tIOn at this present Sti.lge. I\atlonal uCiense sull 
pluys an extremely importdllt role, but \vnh the 
d.ecreasing war m~en~llY anu su osequent restora­
tion 01 SeCUrIty, It cannot go on having c..n aOs01ute 
pnolity as in the past. AgrIcultural nevelopment 
pl'oauction would nee the present economy nom 
the following vic.!Ous CIrcle: as the sh'Jnage of 
self-sUpplied. es::;cfll.lal commodities puts nlOre 

\Vith ll'ss natural l'l':';OUh.:es than Vidnam, T~ii­
wan !:; be:\'ond ~elf-suffil'iency in the main agricul­
tu!'ul products, B:.:siries, in 19GB, Taiw<::n wa"s ablt' 
to excort rice CCSS14 millicn), sug8r (CS$51 mil­
lirJn), pineapple (USS19 million), b::nana (US$'57 
milJior:), tL'<.l (1.]S812 million), lumbcJ' (ljS~36 m!l­
lion), <111(1 plywooci (US~.J5 miliiol1). These are 
prOc1\Il'ts th(lt Vil'tlldm can produce-, In thf' same 
:\'e;~l', T;,i\y,m ngriculturctl <'Ictivities b,.m~gh1. baCK 
USS2u'1 million wbcrcas in 1960 it l~xpOIted only 
US,S115 milJiGll, Abo. in 10CO, VietnGlm exported 
US~81 ,G-1O,8'iu worth of <:l.gricultur,d products. 
Thus, 9 yed!'.S ago, Vietnam was not far behind 
Tai wan in this re~pccL 

pressure on prices and inf1atlon, the Government 
has to spend lOrclgn exchange to import consump­
tion commoditles; after a short perIOd of stabilny, 
the same sllortag0 reappears as a result of low 
production, putttng morc pl'E:s;;ure on prices and 
initation, and. the Liovernml:nt again has to resort '"" 
to foreign aid to import more consumption com­
modities. 

- Third, the plannlng worK will point out need­
ed studies which will be conducted to obtain pro­
gr':lmminJ! • .iIJ.l'onnation. Therefore, the develop­
ment policy and objectives that are set forth will 
be realistic E'nough to meet th.e complex demand 
for domestic cons'.Jn.pti(Jl1 :'!nd export nWl'ket re­
quircmenL.s (especially the problem of exportation 
at the pl'E'~~cnt whci-e there is a surplus of certain 
agricultural products in th0 world market), 

- Fourth, under thE' circumstanees of a devel­
uping nation, 1 ike Vietnam, which is short of 
capital, equipl'nl'nt, and tccnnical mc:,npower, plan­
ning will hdr.l the' Govcrnn~{:nt see the relationship 
and impvrUmce or all the various complex f'CO­

nomic adivilic's ~n the COLlntry. Thus, a proper 
~,~1~'~0tirn nf thC':-e produc1 ion factors can be 
assured. 

- Finally, the plan \vill be a guideline [or ca­
dn's of all levels to follow uniformly and to guide 
fal'mc-rs, fishcrr:;.pn and bu~incssm('n in active pro­
duction to attain the gmtls that have been set 
forth. 

To make sure that thE' a~rieultural devE'lopment 
plan is realistic, feasible and action-orif'ntE'd, it 
must. be started now and ~cen in thE' present en­
vironment. \Vilh changes of circumstances and 
with expcricm;cs ~ained flom hnplem~ntation, the 
pl;:ln can be adjusted and modified every ye3r in , 
ac(.:ordance with the real nCE:ds and the dynamic 
concept of a continuous planning process. 



i 

L 

Pacification program at work 

3ECURITY COMES TO HAMLET 
The Republic of Vietnam's war­

wracked province of Tay Ninh, 
bordered on the sou th, west and 
north by Cambodia, straddles a 
major infiltration route for Com­
munist troops and supplies, Within 
the province are j ungled war 
zones that hide strong Viet Cong 
and Nor t h Vietnamese Army 
forces, and Tay Ninh for years 
has been near the bottom of the 
list of pacified provinces in South 
Vietnam. The community closest 
to the border is Ben Soi, 100 kilo­
meters northwest of Saigon, a 
remote hamlet cut off from the 
rest of the province by the Vam 
Co Dong River. For years Ben Soi 
has been near the bottom of the 
list of pacified hamlets in Tay 
Ninh. 

Gradually, under the impact 
Ian accelerated pacification pro­

gram, security con d i tiD n s are 
improving. More Tay Ninh ham­
lets than ever before now are 
rated "relatively secure." And 
even in distant Ben Soi, while 
much remains to be done before 
it c·an be called really secure, the 
hamlet has climbed one notch on 
the pacification grading scale -
from D to C category - and living 
conditions are rapidly improving 
for its 2,900 peasants. 1 

Physically, Ben Soi has changed 
little in hundreds of years. The 
clustered houses, made of harden­
ed mud with thatched roofs, are 
open to the elements and to the 
chickens and dogs that wander in 
and out. Ox carts kick up thick 
clouds of red dust in the dry 
season and bog down in gumbo 

1. Under the ,HamLet Evaluation System, 
paci/lcaUcn oiflclals each month grade 
hamlets accordmg to mOTe than 60 criteria 
- e~emy activity, defense capabilities, eco­
nmntc reSOUTses, development effort,s, etc. 
After comput~T analysis of the data, each 

'l1et IS rated either A, B or C if relati­
.-/ secure, D Or E if insecure. and V if 

Iltet Cong-controLLed, In March 1970, 88.5 per 
cent of South Vietnam's people Lived in 
hamlets rated A, B or C, 

mud during the monsoons. Aside 
from war's disruptions, the peas­
ants' way of life has not changed 
m uc h. Th e yare poor, and 
everyone is hard-working in this 
rice farming community. Gen­
erally unaware of world events, 
culturally isolated behind their 
bamboo hedges, they are princi­
pally concerned with the age-old 
problem of getting enough food 
for themselves and their families. 
(Like Truong Thi Roa, for in­
stance. A widow in her 30s, she 
earns a bare living by minding 
the babies of neighbors working 
in the fields. Roa knows nothing 
of what the war is all about and 
cannot name the president of her 
country or the chief of her vil­
lage.) Ben Soi on the surface 
seems unchanged from the Bud­
dhist community founded in the 
days when a Vietnamese emperor 
sat in the imperial palace far to 
the north - unchanged except 
for its shrapnel-riddled buildings, 
barbed-wire concertinas and sand­
bag bunkers. 

Troubled History 

Ben Soi is one of 10,731 hamlets 
in South Vietnam, typical of 
many, but with a more troubled 
history than most - troubled by 
events since the Communists came. 
In early 1969 its community life 
was dormant, its economy stag­
nant, and the people lived in 
constant fear of the Viet Congo 
But a year ago, in March 1969, a 
concentrated pacification program 
was launched by military, para­
military, provincial service and 
central government personnel in 
Ben SoL With it came not only 
improved security but a new com­
munity spirit that is sparking a 
n u m b e r of self-help projects. 
Prosperity is not just around the 
corner, but living standards are 
rising. 

Ben Soi is administratively part 
of Ninh Dinh village, but as Ninh 
Dinh has only this one hamlet, 
Ben Soi also can be counted as 
one of South Vietnam's 2,157 vil­
lages. Its people continue to call 
it by the hamlet designation of 
Ben Soi, for this name antedates 
by many generations its incorpo­
ration as a village. Vietnamese 
villages usually have from two to 
10 hamlets, but Ben Soi's isolated 
position makes it difficult to 
govern by officials from any vil­
lage across the river. It is access­
ible by land only from Cambodia; 
it can be reached only by ferry 
from the rest of the district. It 
sprawls over a wider area than 
most hamlets in III Corps Tactical 
Zone, the CTZ centered on Sai­
gon. So now it governs itself as a 
hamlet-village, unique among the 
19 hamlets within this most west­
erly of Tay Ninh's 11 districts. 

Both Hamlet and Village 

Ben Soi's location, remote from 
district centers and close to com­
munist sanctuaries a c r 0 s S the 
border, has made it prey to re­
peated Viet Cong incursions. For 
a quarter-century its people have 
known war, its eCQnomic disrup­
tions, social tragedies, declining 
living standards, Communist ter­
rorism and military attacks. For 
15 years the hamlet has been 
victimized by the vcr, the Viet 
Cong infrastructure. This shadow 
administration is made up of un­
derground cadres who direct ter­
ror rule tactics, collect confiscatory 
taxes, recruit villagers for guer­
rilla and labor squads, conduct 
propaganda campaigns and assas­
sinate leaders. Kidnapings and 
other terrorist incidents for years 
were common in Ben Soi, and no 
official of the Saigon government 
dared enter the hamlet without 
military escort. 
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A member of People's Self-Defense Forces (right) joins villagers in rice harvest while providing security. 

Lon g exposure to intensive 
Com m u n i s t propaganda, the 
scarcity of government services 
available in more secure com­
munities, and the siphoning off of 
so many Ben Soi men recruited 
into the Viet Cong ranks - all 
these factors induced a number of 
the hamlet's residents to become 
VC sympathizers over the years. 
Others, while alienated by the 
cruelty of VC tactics, did not 
want to do anything to endanger 
the lives of the hamlet's men 
working or fighting for the Com­
munists. And others - perhaps 
the majority - were political, 
knowing little and caring less 
about the merits of each side's 
cause in this internecine struggle, 
wishing only to be left alone to 
till their fields. 

One man neither neutral nor 
apathetic is Nguyen Van Cu. He 
hat e s the Communists. Cu, a 
slight, toothless man with a thin 
grey beard who has lived in Ben 
Soi nearly all of his 70 years, 
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knows what it means to be at the 
mercy of the Viet Congo He and 
his wife Canh, 58, work in the rice 
paddies. They do not own the 
land, but are paid 200 piasters a 
day (US$1.70) to harvest the crop. 
To supplement their income Canh 
makes n 0 0 die s to sell in the 
market. They have had eight 
children, but only three could be 
sent to school. In the spring of 
1968 Viet Cong guerrillas raided 
Ben Soi and kidnaped their two 
oldest sons, who were soldiers on 
leave at the time from their Army 
of the Rep ubi i c of Vietnam 
(ARVN) units. Later, defectors 
from the VC ranks who came 
back to Ben Soi told Cu and Canh 
that their sons had been killed by 
the Communists. 

"The Viet Cong always used to 
come into the hamled at night for 
food or recruits or to give propa­
ganda talks," says Cu's neighbor, 
Le Thi Kinh, a 36-year-old farm­
wife. ~They came and went almost 
at will." 

Conditions could hardly have 
been worse for Ben Soi short of 
actual occupation of the hamlet 
by Communist t roo p s. But on 
Mar c h 7, 1969, the Viet Cong 
brought more t r 0 ubi e to the 
people by launching a determined 
attack on the hamlet with 400-
man battalion. Le Thi Kinh re­
member&" the day well. 

"My house is on the outer peri­
meter where most of the fighting 
occurred," she says. "When the 
battle started J ran to town with 
my husband and children. After 
15 days we came back. Our two 
oxen had been killed by the VC, 
but no one in the family was hurt. 
One Ben Soi man, a civilian, was 
killed and five were wounded. But 
the Viet Cong were driven out -
our men killed 17 of them and 
captured many we a p 0 n S. The 
soldiers in the Popular For ' 
compound told me they had· 'J 

call in helicopter gunships during 
the fighting when the Viet Cong 



dug in. Many houses along the 
perimeter were destroyed. My 
h 0 use s has many bullet and 
shrapnel holes in it now. But 
since then the VC cannot get into 
~- hamlet at night anymore and 
-{ feel much more secure", 

Pacification Program 

That battle marked the turning 
point in Ben Soi's fortunes. In its 
wake the central and provincial 
governments joined forces to bring 
assistance to Ben Soi in order to 
raise it on the pacification scale 
from the insecure D category. A 
30 - man Revolutionary Develop­
ment team headed by Nguyen Van 
Cong, 30, was permanently assign­
ed to Ben Soi. 2 Cong, a native of 
Ha Tien with two years of RD 
experience there, called a com­
munity meeting and explained to 
the villagers the purposes of the 
campaign Pacification, he sa i d 
entails five major steps: 

* Providing continual security 
for the people to protect them 
against Viet Cong local forces; 

* Establishing representative 
local government in which the 
people can take an active part, 
,. '. by electing their own leaders; 

Launching economic and 
social activities that will enable 
the people to better their lives 
and raise their standard of living; 

• Eliminating the underground 
VCI, a task in which the people 
can cooperate by identifying those 
shadow cadres who have been 
victimizing them; 

• Increasing the number of 
Viet Cong who reject Communism 
and rally to the government's side 
under the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) 
program of amnesty. 

"The basic principle of pacifica­
tion," said Cong, lo4is that the effort 
stems from the people. They must 
take the initiative in developing 
projects that will serve their 
needs. Pacification is a three-ways 
partnership of the people, the 
local officials and the central 
govel nment, ead. contributing 
resources to the common effort. 

2. A totaL of 48,00<1 Revolutionary Develop_ 
- ,t can bo (cadres) now are working in 

I !.tuplets around the country, and another 
1_._....0 af'e scheduled to be trained and 
assigned to duty during 1970. From 1966 
thTOugh 1969, 3,000 RD .. can bo, Were 
killed in action. 

Most important is the growth of 
Communi ty consciousness by the 
people." 

Security Improved 

Without security, the rest of the 
pacification program cannot suc­
ceed. In Ben Soi military com­
manders moved swiftly to improve 
security conditions. The RD team, 
armed with light weapons, set up 
a night-time outpost along the path 
usually taken by Viet Cong infil­
trators. Modern, high-powered M-
16 rifles were issued to the militia, 
first to the men of the Regional 
Forces (RF) companies and then to 
the Popular Forces (PF) platoons 
in the area, and the resulting 
increase in their m 0 r a I e and 
aggressiveness was immediately 
evident 3 

In June the RF launched a series 
of heli-mobile operations and 
district sweeps that forced the 
Communists' main-force units to 
withdraw, and the are a was 
declared militarily pacified - i.e., 
contested only by Viet Cong local­
force units capable of being handl­
ed by militia forces. And in Sept­
ember General Do Cao Tri, the 
III CTZ commander, ordered the 
Special Forces and the CIDG war­
riors they had trained - Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group counter­
infiltration troops guarding the 
border - to extend their area of 
responsibility to include Ben Soi. 
This was an important step, for 
the CIDG maintain the largest of 
all the forces in the immediate 
vicinity of Ben Soi. General Tri 
also made arrangements for quick­
reaction help in case of an enemy 
attack to be provided by elements 
of the First Brigade of the 25th 
U.S. Infantry Division eight kilo­
meters away. 

The RD can bo and PF militia 
meanwhile were busy organizing 
the teenagers, elderly men and 
other draft-ineligible males of Ben 
Soi into the hamlet's own civilian 

3. RF and RF uvups 1tuw UTe the military 
.spearhead of the government's pacification 
campaign in the countryside. In MaTch 1970 
there were 270,000 men in RF companies 
and 260,000 men in PF platoons throughout 
the 44 provinces, compared with 468,000 men 
in the regular military branches. Under a 
US$ZOO,OOO modernization and improvement 
program RF/PF recruiting has been stepped 
up, their pay and training have been im­
proved, their weapons modernized and their 
missions expanded in scope. All RF IPFs 
now carry M-16s. 

combatant corps, the People's Self­
Defense Forces (PSDF). Soon 
three PSDF platoons of 35 men 
each had been formed and train­
ed, and 83 weapons were issued to 
them. Placed under the command 
of the village chief - who also 
commands the local PF platoons 
composed of draft-age Ben Soi 
men - the PSDF civilians were 
assigned the responsibility of 
creating an early-warning system 
for the hamlet. When the three­
week unit training course was 
completed the PSDF platoons 
built outposts around the hamlet 
perimeter to guard against infiltra­
tion. Soon they began sending out 
squads on night patrols, a danger­
ous task usually left to the militia. 

Boys 16 and 17 and men between 
38 and 50, under Vietnam's nation­
al mobilization law, can be draft­
ed into the PSDF, though many 
are volunteers. PSDF civilians are 
unpaid, but they get compensation 
if they are wounded, they and 
their families receive free medical 
care, and the family of a PSDF 
member killed in action receives 
10,000 piasters' compensation. (The 
official exchange rate is 118 piast­
ers to US$l.) Their weapons are 
World War II rifies and carbines, 
as well as some shotguns, most of 
them reconditioned weapons turn­
ed over by RF and PF troops after 
they were re-outfitted with M-16 
rifies. 4 

Le Van Tho, 43, works a half­
hectare of land he owns during 
the day, and at night he mans a 
listening post on PSDF duty. "I 
have five small children to raise," 
he says. "If our hamlet is attacked 
again, I want to be able to fight 
to protect them, I have practiced 
long hours with this carbine, and 
I think I will use it with good 
elfect if the time comes. Once VC 
guerrilla bands could pass safely 
through Ben Soi, for without arms 
none of us dared try to stop them. 
Now that we have weapons the 
VC give the hamlet a wide berth." 

4. In all 44 provinces, well over 400,000 
weapons have been issued and nearly 
1,310,000 civilians have been trained to use 
them. Each weapon usually rotates among 
three PSDF sentries. The ratio of vc to 
PSDF killed in action is about one to one. 
Most PSDF units contain women volunteers 
_ 870,000 in support roles and 130,000 in 
combat units defending h.amlets and urban 
neighborhoods throughout the country. But 
Ben Soi has a large enough male popu[ction 
that women volunteers were not recruited 
for the PSDF platoons, at least not initiollll_ 
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Giving the new generation a good start in life is villager's greatest aspiration, usually revolving around schoolrooms. 

Security Rating Up 

With Ben Soi's security improv­
ed, representative government 
established, s elf - h e I p projects 
underway, the VCI crippled and 
the number of Hoi Chanh on the 
rise, pacification officials decided 
in November 1969 that the hamlet's 
rating should be moved up to C, 
and thus Ben Soi Joined the ranks 
of hamlets considered relatively 
secure. A top-ranking pacification 
official described a C-rated hamlet 
this way: "There have been no 
recent Viet Cong attacks of any 
significance on the hamlet. The 
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Communist infrastructure, while 
it may still be there, has been sup­
pressed. You can get into and out 
of the hamlet with relative ease. 
It has a functioning ham let 
administration. " 

Ben Soi meets those criteria 
The Communists have not left it 
alone, but the hamlet's defense 
forces have proved adequate. In 
August a VC band tried to move 
into Ben Soi along their favorite 
infiltration path, but the RD can 
bo in their new outpost alongside 
the path stopped them cold. In 
November a VC mortar round kill­
ed one PSDF and two nine-year­
old boys. In December nine PF 
militiamen were killed when the 
Viet Cong hit an outpost two kilo­
meters ftom Ben Soi, but again 
the enemy was prevented from 
en tering the hamlet. Terrorist 
incidents continued to occur, but 
at a much reduced rate. On 
November 13 the VC kidnaped 12 
women, three men and a CIDG 
trooper on Ben Soi's outskirts, 

, 
holding each for 20,OOO-piasters 
ransom. But kidnapings, or com­
mon, have become rare since then. 

"On the whole," says a pro­
vincial RD chief, "the pacification 
of Ben Soi has gone much better 
than expected, although it is still 
considered abo l' d e l' line case, 
potentially capable of going one 
way or the other. Much has been 
accomplished her e, but much 
remains to be done. The VCI must 
be completely eradicated. Public 
health facilities must be improved. 
Roads in and around the hamlet 
are often impassable in the rainy 
season. More agricultural counsel­
ing is needed to boost production. 
Local defense forces must be 
strengthened and given better 
training and equipment." 

A number of projects to over­
come these deficiencies already are 
on the drawing board. "Ben Soi's 
future will be brighter than" 
past," says the village chief. ) 
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FOREIGN OBSERVERS ON OCT. 3 ELECTION (continued from page 5) 

(SENATOR CORDON BYRAN BYRNE)~ 
... I think it 

is my duty tonight in this very short 
time available to me to report faith­
fully, accurately, and objectively the 
results of my observations and to what 
extent I thought the election complied 
,6 th the ordinary democratic forms of 
the electoral process. 

The voter went into the 
voting cubicle taking with him his brown 
manila envelope and the voting paper. It 
is impossible to see what went on in the 
voting cubicle. The voter may elect to 
put his ballot paper in the manila envel­
opeor he may elect not to do so. He could 
do a number of things: he could put the 
ballot into the manila envelope, he could 
mutilate the ballot paper or he could 

the main polling discard it within the secrecy of the .... 1 went along to 
booth in Saigon and observed the opening voting cu~icle. I and th:, press inspected 
of the ballot.Then I was moved by heli- these.cublcles. We went lnto.a nu~ber of 
copter with some international journalists them ln the country area and ln Salgon. 
to the province of Binh Duong which is The other canon is the integrity of 
about 15 minutes by helicopter from the count. The count and the conduct of 
Saigon. At this point we made observation~he election appeared to be in the hands 

of school teachers just as we have school 
teachers as our presiding officers. The 
presiding officers and poll clerks were 
mostly school teachers and other young 
men and women who were, no doubt, clerks. 

of the polling in a number of villages in 
that province. In the afternoon, I re­
turned to Saigon and made a further per­
sonal on-the-spot inspection of a num­
her of polling places in Saigon. I again 
inspected the closure of the ballot box 
and the counting of the ballots in Saigon 
town hall at five o'clock. 

.... The elections were conducted un­
der the Presidential Law. I found that 
the election was conducted explicitly in 
terms of their own law. There appeared 
to me to be no departure from the stat­
utory principles which were required to 
be observed. 

.... The method of voting in South 
Vietnam is different from ours. The 
voting cubicles were small cubicles en­
closed with a black curtain which is im­
penetrable. 

they presides as polling officers. At night 
the scrutineers, in terms of the Presiden­
tial Law, were invited from among the peo­
ple around and the ballot was counted. The 
envelopes were counted in the public view 
and were tallied just as we might tally an 
election if we went in and acted as scrutin­
eers as we have done so often at elections. 
I would say that, from what I saw, this 
hal lot completely complied with the con­
ditions and canons which we would require 
in any electoral system. I could not 
fault it at all. 
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