
of IVS in Saigon and IVSers and Vietnamese teachers together would 
participate in sessions on problems and methods. But IVS requested 
permission of the Ministry of Education for these people to come to 
Saigon to participate in the seminar. So there is a lot more over­
all cOE+:.rol and particularly central control than we have in American 
schools. 

Regarding the comment by an American education advisor that Vietnam 
could do a lot more education and handle many more students if their 
administration was better, I don't know how they could handle more 
students unless the administration built some more classrooms and 
trained more teachers. Of course, now, with the war, teachers are 
really at a premium. It's terrible that so many of the teachers,es­
pecial:Cy primary school teachers, have been drafted. Most of the 
t.eachers at my school were women; being a girls' school. I suppose 
t.:hat's tc be expected, We have a few men teachers; a very rough guess 
would be perhaps 10% men. In the boys' school next door there was 
probably an even smaller proportion of women teachers. 

At the hl.gh school level the schools are not coeducational, except 
at. what is called the semi-public school. In this school, I believe 
the government assists so that the tuition can be lower. These semi­
public schools are usually pretty crowded. Children who don't pass 
the examinations for the public schools often go to t.he semi-public 
schooL The catholic private high schools are usually divided--a 
boys' school and a girls' school. The Buddhist private high schools 
in Hue were all, I think, coeducationaL By all, I mean the different 
physical setups. There was one administration, but there were several 
schools, the maln ones being one large one in the citadel and another 
on the south side of the river. Whether the seating was separate or 
not, I don't know. I taught a couple hours a week during one suruner 
at a Buddhist school--many of the students were from the Buddhist orph­
a.nage nearby. There didn't seem to be a set seating plan, but the 
girls always tend to sit together toward the front and maybe on one 
side; it appeared to be a preference, not a rule or even a rigid cus­
tom. Elementary schools are coeducational. I think the children 
are divided according to sex; I suspect that here again it's customary 
practice. 

There are, of course, private high schools owned and operated by in­
dividuals as money-making propositions. These schools teach courses 
':.0 help people prepare for the baccalaureate examinations and courses 
in English-~there are many small schools that teach only English. 
These private high schools are particularly numerous in Da Nang and 
Saigon; in fact, there is only one public high school in the large 
city of Da Nang. When I was living in saigon, I taught some hours at 
a privat.e school there; this was my first experience in teaching 
English in Vietnamo In this class there were both sexes and all ages 
--a few high school students but mostly adults who worked during the 
day, And they sat. in any order allover the room; I don't know 
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whete::.er t:his 'i,'as becc.;;se they were adults or w.'1et.her they just didn't 
thE-.k abc·c. t. those t1ungs generally 0 My impression is t.hat in vietnam 
sepa:t:a:i:.ic:l Gf the sexes isr.. a t. as sharp as it is in some other Asian 
CC:I.Dt~,r',~_i'~S 

R~gard",': .~~rc:parac.ive edncational systems, my own opinion about the 
:rela.+.i·/e ,"""" of educational systems is that the American system, 
wi th all it.s f'iults, is probably the best in the worldo Relatively 
speaking, I tehink it's very good--at least for us 0 I think there 
are a lot. oE American ideas about education that are very applicable 
t.O V.ietena,rr: Gr could be used by vietnamese people 0 There" s always this 
prc,bleI11. of O'C.(r i.mposing our ideas--I don't feel that we have any right 
as eindl"ldual ad'lisors to go in and say it should be done this way and 
Lha.t WelY and try tc. get the viet.namese to see oar point of view and 
cooper~~ .. ce \tI_~.i"t:-h ~J-,B" 

I t.h.ink '[.he r:Ioving away from the European education system can come 
abo:lt mcst:y by the efforts of young Viet.namese who are themselves con­
cer~.ed [ibout the situat.ion. Some of them come to this country and 
st11dy and go back, and then there are those who haven't left the coun­
try ar.d yeL who are concerned. I think that they would be open to new 
ideaso But it has to have at least the appearance of growing from the 
inside, and Lhere 0 s a lot of old chaff that has to die auto Most of 
the educators o'/er 30 were educated in the French syst.em, but I would 
say l.f they 0 re in t.heir 30 0 s there 0 s still hope--I don' t agree with 
the .American ycut.h who say if you' re OVer thirty you're dead" Of 
cou:cse, lt depends or. the individual; in Vietnam as everywhere there 
are .1ndivid'.1als who are limited in their views and who resist change. 

This res1stance ,.0 change was part.icularly strong ir: Hue at the Faculty 
of pedagogy. It became a political thing; many of the professors were 
ada.:rcantl't' cpposed LO anything that sme:aed of Americanization, and it 
became a~'~rongly ante.i-American stand" But I think their political 
't}',i,eW8 '.",ere -ler:lo very closely t,ied up with their own positions being 
+;hredtened: They were Fre:'.ch educated and they were holding on to 
U~eir 1.1 tt.Le hal/ens, thelr 1i ':tle systems. With changes, they would 
be out u!11eas the',' cha!':ge with them, but they've been thinking in the 
oLd terms a long time and I think that many of tr..em. aren" t able to 
c'1.ange The dl.ffiC'cllty is that these older inflc:ential educators are 
the pecple who have prest:ige and power and they" re nct going to re­
lease c~'li.s prest.ige and power .i.f they can help itc I t!l.ink this is 
wr~e 1'e tJ'J.e biggest dl.fficul ty lies, and it takes time for these people 
t.e r,e repl.aced by younger people Wl th new ideas" 

T1l3,-t ed:),cat..iorj, advisor said 't~hat during the two t.O three y'ears he was 
tl~re they ~rained 3,000 teachers l~lt that ~hese 3,000 teachers had 
a .fift:r,~gr"de ed',1Cation to begi:r: with and were trained only one to 
tcrxee mO:'1t:.hs" He was talking about the need to substit.ute quality 
fer q'.W:1t ..• ty" I ,,'ould agree that quality is important. Without qual­
.1ot_y ,j q~l,3.nt,i ty .is r"at:'1"1er meaning'l..ess" I believe he A s talking about. 
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t,raining teachers to teach in elementary schools and I ;'Iorked with 
high school teachers, so I can't say too much about quality in elemen­
tary-school teaching. The qe<ality at my school was quite high. 

This Ls the thing in Vietnam: the higher t,he level you teach, the 
more tralrang you have to have, the more qualified you have to be and 
the more prestige you have. The elementary teacher is sort of middle 
or 101Ner-mlddle class economically and socially, though he has some 
prestige because education is a prestigious field" It depends of 
course on the school. In urban areas elementary teachers usually have 
had normal school training, which is a two-year program, not a three­
mont,h one" To go into the normal achoo1 I he1ieve they have finished 
junior high schooL In urban high schools, teachers have to have at 
least passed the first baccalaureates, which means they have finished 
their high scb'ool education" If I understood correctly, those who 
have had some university training teach in senior high schooL This 
isn't absolute, of course; I know some teachers who have had university 
training who are teaching in junior high school, some at their own 
choice. 

It's hard for vietnctmese persons to understand that the lower levels 
of school are so importanL For example, many vietnamese people would 
expect me--especia1ly a college graduate--t,o teach senior high school 
if not at the university,--to teach advanced level--conversation and 
discussion" It takes a lot of explaining to make people lmderstand 
that I feel that, as a native speaker of English, I can do the best 
good by teaciung the very beginning students so that the students just 
beginning to learn would hear the correct pronunciation and natural 
way of speaking, I think that those in my school who didn't have some 
of this notion already were beginning to appreciate that it was a good 
thing for me to teach at the beginning level. I often had the feeling, 
however, that they still felt that I was being very generous and kind 
to lower myself to that level--demonstrating my volunteer spirit when 
I could do something more prestigious. And, of course, I with my 
American up-bringing was very proud to say I taught the beginners. 

The people of Hue 

It seems t,rue t,hat the people of Hue consider themselves to be dif­
ferent from other Vietnamese people. But we might also include all of 
Northern central Vietnam or what the French call Haut Annam--upper 
Cent:ral Viet:nam. This would be the provinces of Thua Thien--the prov­
ince where Hue is; Quang Tri; and going across the 17th parallel, 
Quang Blnh, Ha Tinh, and Nghe An. This is really what Central Viet­
nam is; as far as language is concerned, it's a very distinct group­
ing. North of Da Nang at. the southern border of Thua Thien province 
there's a high pass an that seems to be a natural border. I jus t 
learned recently that language change in Vietnam has been much slower 
in this area. This area is much more conservative in many ways. I 
think this is natural. There isn't the easy communication. physically 
there aren't the rivers of t.b,e delta, areas and the easy ways of getting 



axcn.md; life is more difficult and more of a struggle without the fer­
t.lle de::..ta areas, and so there has been less mobil.it.yo Thus t.he lan­
guage has changed the least. there, This also has been t.he area out. 
of whlc f, t}:e strongest nationalists have come, t.1:e nationalists who 
fought. t.~." French-'-Phan Boi chau, phan chu Trine'}, many others--and 
more mccl,O"!~ nationalists such as Ho Ch.i Minh who comes from Nghe An. 
Nghe An seEms to be the breeding place for the discontent--the st.rong 
::'ndi vidu.al s ",tD want to change things.. It seems funny to say that 
t.his area is conservative and yet you have this kind of individual. 
Perhaps it's a cOIT'binat;ion of young hopefuls who want to fight the con­
ser'Iati 'l iam. and t.he struggle for life making it r;atural to struggle 
poU.tica.!::"y .. In fact., now that I think about it, I think it's prob­
ably te·).e fer the whole world--that revolutionaries tend to come from 
conser-:atlJe backgrounds, and they spend their llves figh.ting the en­
trenched ccnserva.tism of their childhood environment.s" I do feel that 
the feellngs of nacionalism are much stronger in Hue than in Saigon. 
Saigon is a mc,re cosmopolitan city, more adaptable in some respects 
"CG the French or at least didn't have such strong emotional reactions 
~~O the Fre:J,ch 0 

Fur"hermo:ce" Hue was the imperial capital of Vietnam. Vietnam was 
(;nited as a sl.ngle country only as late as 1802, at which time Hue 
was made the capital of the whole country, Viet.nam was a unit.ed in­
dependent counery includlng all the areas of Vietnam today for only 
abo'Jt, 50 yea.rs of all of its hundreds of years of history, It was 
Hue, of course, where the French attacked and took over the govern­
ment of vietnam--the home of the emperor, So naturally this was the 
place where resentment was "Jery, very strong against the French. There 
were two or three emperors, in the 80 years of tirr,e the French had 
Viet:nam as a colony, who Joined the underground against the French 
w"i1e still belng titular emperors above ground, They were exiled, 
ene t.o France" I think this was Duy Tan. He fo'-"ght as a pilot with 
U',e French against the Germans in World War I" In grat.i tude, the 
French cffered to returr. hiTI'. to Vietnam, but he said only on the con­
dit.ion tee French would give Vietnam its independer.ce, The French 
refused, ar.d in tJ:e process of sending him back to his Mediterranean 
isle prison" his plane mysteriously developed difficulties and went 
down in t;:,e sed. The Vietnamese believe that this was a deliberate 
mu.rder, beca,use as long as he lived and held out and everyone knew 
that he was In prison because Vietnam was not independent, this would 
be a disgrace for France« So, nationalism is very strong in Hue and 
t.hto,'ghout central Vietnam, This is some of the background of nation­
al.i.BIT: .. 

On2ICerscn from Hue t.old me C:1ce that Hue provided more teachers not 
m:Ly fer Cen.t.ral Viet,m:un b"..lt a.Lso for South viet,nam t,han any other 
pc:.rt. of the ccunt:rj/, meaning that it: is out of Hue that culture and 
ed'.J.cation come« Hue feel s t,his type of presti"e very much, t,hat ed­
llcatHJn is C.n ,~mport.aC1.t tl:ingo Of course, this is generally felt in 
Vietnamese and Chinese societ,y--t.hat education is 'o'ery importoanto 
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(I presume that part of their education system is Chinese rather than 
French; the practice of learni:!1g by rote is quit:e Chinese.) 

I myself think there are other more ethnic reasous for this difference 
between Hue people and the southern people. The Red River delta in 
the norLcc .1.6, of course, the home of Viet.namese ci7ilization. viet­
namese .ie::;ends go back about 4,000 years B.C. Their conflicts with 
China. go baC>, 3,000 years. The Vietnamese are pretty aggressive peo­
ple and ha:re continually pressed southo There are indications they 
came from southern China and mixed with mountain grru ps further south. 
Their legend is that the daughter of the God of the Sea mated with the 
dragon of the mountains and produced the Vietnamese people. 

But, at any r:'l.te, t.here has always been this pushing south; Saigon, I 
believe, '",as r!,:>t: set.tled by the Vietnamese until the 1600s, which is 
pre':ty recent. in Vi.etnamese history. So the south is a very recent 
conquesL The whole delta area was primarily Cambod.ian, and the 
southern coast.al areas were part of the cham civilization which was 
pushed mountainwards by the Vietnamese and has long since died out, 
leaving some cham people who have been pretty much absorbed by the 
Vietnamese and some of t.he mount:ain tribes in southern Vietnam; the 
Vietnamese consider them to be a mountain tribe themselves. The de­
cline of the cham Kingdom was not only by conquest; I think prior to 
t.hat, the Viet.namese bargained with the Chams for territory. Some­
one told me t.hat Thua Thien and Quang Tri provinces were given by the 
Chams for a Vietr,a..111ese princess in marriage. At any rate, the push 
sout.h seems to have halted with the acquisition of the rich Mekong 
delta; though the Cambodians are skeptical--they don't trust the Viet­
namese--and for good reason. 

proba.blythe further south the Vietnamese moved, t.he more mixture of 
peoples t.r:ere was, particularly with Cambodian people. I don' t know 
too much about this, but I suspect there is more mixture in the south. 
It seems t,o me that physiologically the southern Vietnamese tend to 
be a little different from the northern Vietnamese, though I may be 
wrong in t.his broad generalization. It seems to me generally speak­
ing that the sout!1erners don't have as much epicanthic eye fold--that 
their eyes are more round. The seeming tendency to be darker may be 
delLa sur.shine; in Hue we have several months of rain, which may ac­
count: for lighter complexions. It's not really fair to judge north­
erners by those we see in the south; they may not be representative, 
t;'..1.t I tl-;ink that there are l:ot.h physiological and ethnic differences. 

Maybe I sho',lld say a little abo'clt. feelings of Hue people toward the Com­
l".u.nistso It. may be that t.here is more sympathy for the Communists than 
in ot.her J:arts of t.he country, but I would think it wasn' t so much for 
COF..rm.m.isl'1 a,s it. was strong feelings of nationalism and resentment to­
",c,rd a government that. is not only far from ideal but. is corrupt and 
unwi.se, and tehere' stremendou.s resent:ment against the military. It's 
been pointed out: about t:he traditi.onal grouping of people in Vietnamese 

39 



society, The top group-~the group with the most prestige--are scholars, 
the second group are farmers" the third group'·,-a low third-"-are t,he 
business a;,;d trade people, and the bottom are the IDllitary" To have a 
rnili t:dJ:.- :rove rnment, particula:r'ly one that cannot even be respected in 
r.errns c,E ]·.ldgmr"nt, integrity, or .political enlightenment, is a kind 
of indL': . 'j, especially for Hue people who pride themselves on being 
'.!,e sour» c f government families. Of course there is strong anti­
g'overYlment .reeling in Hue; I suspect sometimes it's a matter of prin­
clple as well ''is a matter of specific government., 

Also there are more anti-American feelings because of the feelings of 
national.lsro and t:he feeling that the Americans are more and more in­
trudin~T t.hemsel'les on Vietnamese decision-making" (A vietnamese friend 
here in t.h is count:r:y said to me the other day, "Now American planes 
:!'ly' dit:ecLLy to Da Nang and Cam Ranh" Now Americans come into my 
country w1.thout even permission from my government,,"} There is, of 
C(lU:rse, ambiguity t.here in that they want the Americans to help change 
t.l:e gO"ernrnent. or make it better and yet they don't want the Americans 
t.O int.erfe!:e in the governmenL Yet, in the expressed desire that they 
'da;-,t. t.he Americans to do something to better the government, I think 
they're being quite realistic in that they know the Americans can. 
The Americans have the wherewithal to pressure the Saigon government 
in almost any direction-·-not always and not in ~ direction but pret­
ty much, and the vietnamese people know this" This is another cause 
for resentmen+~--who of ~, would like to feel that we're just kind of 
owned by another people no matter what the good intentions might be? 
My own experience is that there are many people in Hue who appreciate 
and are grateful to the Americans for coming and helping to fight. the 
communist,s .. but t.hey don't feel the Americans shouldt.ake over t.he 
count.ry or t.ell. t.hem what; to do. 

Youth and Students 

Besides rr,y teaching in Dong Khanh School, I taught a few of what IVS 
calls "·;'ol'lnt.eer" classes, classes we do on our own o',ltside of our 
regular teachinc:f assignment" I did most of my outside teaching to a 
Boy Scout group and to the voluntary Youth Association, because I 
1.,"ant.ed to help and associate with these young people who were engaged 
.in t.",e kinds of activities that their country so badly needs, activi­
t:ies t.hat develop a feeLing of community and activities to better the 
\~!e i£3.re cf their fellow countr-1"'TIlen~ 

T~)': Boy Sec!:;t organizat.lon in viet;nam is a member of the International 
Il:,/ SCOJ':s ar.d has been quite act.ive" The organization in Hue has 
:bee:, p2,rtl<cularly viable with a minimum of internal conflict, which 
1S somethLng to say in Vlew of the situatio!1 of complex conflicts 
",f.'1lcr" eXlst:s in Vietnam, Ty.lere are Catholi c troops and Buddhists 
'creeps and Gne mixed, t,:"!ere 16 a group of Girl SCc.uts and Girl Guides 
and some glrls are Cub Scout leaders, and all groups cooperate with 
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eaclc otheL At leas:: this was the situation before the Tet offensive 
last, yeaL Since then the Scouts have attempted to help in the re­
buildl:19 but it's very difficult because of the situation and atmos­
phere e,:' 'c;:ncertainty and the fact that the Rover Scouts and most Scout 
leade::: s "r e draft age 0 In fact, most of the leaders I knew have been 
drafted. T~'le group I taught were mostly Cub Scout leaders who happened 
also to (,(0 ;nainly primary school teachers--young men of draft age, 
some ,.,i~::~ fa"li.Lies, some not yet married. There were in the class 
two or three university students and one high school student who were 
active in the scouts. 

The unb'ersit~y st:"dents for whom I have a great deal of respect are 
t::~,ose in the vohmta:ry Youth Association. This is a group of students 
who have mixed backgrounds--Catholic, Buddhist. prominent families. 
rural homes--who have gotten together for, one, to establish a commun­
i.cl spirit among t;hemselves; they get together, sing songs, go on day 
cCl.mps togetLer. They gave a wonderful feeling of togetherness which 
3. s very much needed in Vietnam. The main purpose is to do things in 
Lheir spare t,ime for t.heir countrymen, things that are needed. For 
i.nst.ance, they held a ",mrk camp to build a fence around the school 
yard in a poor district because buffalos went across the school yard. 
""ndt.he fence would keep the buffalos out and the children in. At 
Tet t.ime they make 'ret rice cakes and take them to the leprosarium 
along with other little gifts that they have bought and prepared them­
selves. For preparing the rice cakes, they have an all-day and all­
night: party to make and cook the cakes which have to be cooked many 
hours. They dig a hole in the ground, make a fire and cook the cakes 
in a barrel buried in the ground. and while the cakes are cooking they 
sit around t,he fire singing songs, playing games until late and then 
;;;: few of the boys stay 'A7atching the fire all night. They not only do 
things for people, they give of themselves in a wonderful way. I was 
very close to a lot of these students; I not only taught English class­
es there, I went with t.hem on a work camp and attended many of their 
activities. A lot of IVSers have worked closely with the VYA since 
t:he organization's inception in Saigon several years ago. Not all 
the students were inclined to these kinds of group endeavors or were 
able t.O find such const,ructive outlets for their frustrations. 

I" 're t.ried a lot to figure out the motivations. especially of those 
who were active with the Struggle Movement. What was the whole scene 
]:'1 Vietrram? It seemed to me that the whole thing was largely one of 
grea':. big frust.ration. None of these university students have ever 
li,,'ed at, a time when their country was not involved in sorre kind of 
sr.r'.:ggle. There were relatively quiet years in the middle to late 
SOs--·seemingly quiet--it was not until about 1958 or 1959 that there 
we:re terrorist activities on the part of the Communists. but there 
~m6 always the ",emory of the war with the French and the disruptions 
caused by that war, the partition of the country. political instability 
a . .r.d the increasing tyranny of the Diem government. The intellectuals, 
I know, in the late 50s were becoming increasingly disaffected with 
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7:.r.~,e Dieru '.:rovsrnment,. So there 1:as aLways bee~l t:his "I.lncertain"ty of the 
future, ':0 sa'}? nothing of the present. 

(::_~:q,J,l!: ,:..:, 

_:..~fe .. R., 

'wnv are these ki.ds in coilege? One answer is that this is 
-: :8r :'liddle :::::"ass person does, and also this is a mear,s of 

F"rofession so t.hat one can h,:!ve the :neans to lead a good 
,3 t.here an answer for the st-:.ldent who ',,7:'l1 s,tudy in school 

c :~,!.y to 2.22. ;:; ::hcol to go tc war II who sees no meaning in the future I 
"f.J-=~:n3~ pr::lT~a.r:i ~~:cpe is simply to sur~Tive? What do they have to look 
-::::.'") Surely t~1,e t.h:"nking st::dent is a very troubled and frustrated 
ps,t .''3,):-'.. ~ie lpless ':'n what seems to be Vietnam ~ s fat.e ~ And t.he songs 
d,;:'ld li.t-.e:ra-i:.u~e for many years have reflected this kind of tragic e::1.~ 

';:':118 eien·e":r:. o:r irust:r.ati.c:'l and helplessness is everywhere~ and for 
t,.:'~i.? stddc,:r;:,: 1f\?ho des ires to overcome this frustratiG!1 a~~d make some­
t.·;'_,i::--lq e,£" tl':.e fL'~.:-xl.:r:'e .. ,~?here is he to channel these desires I through 
v7~:~,~:\t: ot:.tlet. C3.~<, he wOl.'k off his feelings of frustration? The SOl.:th 
':,i.a:-.r .. >.il'""'.f3f;e gC",lernment has been ineffective in building some sort of 
ideolcs'ic;=t:, pl:og::,:"a:tl< (,/::: .somet.hing that will unite people-~that will 
dra'\r\l people t.:.o anyt."!:li'.nq; there! s just no unity in South Viet.naI:"'~,. And 
Ie r:;. sorry to say, t~le American government and its efforts in Viet:nam 
r.i,a"'ie l:een Just as if not e~Jen more iI!effective in t.his respect t!1an 
t.he South Vier,~~amt:;se government.. The government!J espec:~ally after 
t,he s-cruSrgJ.e 2..qainst the D:~em reg'ime J was so apprehensi "<Ie of student 
power that t:ley did every't.hing they could to try and hold the students 
d:Ywn rather tr.:an. to channel their energies or their frustrat:.ions into 
samet.hing constcrclCtive. ML. Stubbs, who t.alked in his debrief about: 
the struggle against the Huong government. said that the Buddhists 
claimed tht1t tb·, Huang government was against the Buddhists. What he 
dldn't men.J::ion was ,t1:?<.t Hllong put out an order or it was belie,:]"ed that 
r"e fYu."t. out an clrder t~hat uni"f/e1:'sity students were not. to pc_rt.icipate 
H~. po'.~tics. tiley were not t,o be politically acti"Je, they 1117e1"e not: to 
c1tJJanize ::.hemse17es iDto r·olitical groups" and the same wen~ for the 
B~ldd~~is,t s ~ If it. weren q t :Eor this [l the students might have sane along 
v."i.~~h thc:; cj vij .. :',an Huong ,!o~\,rerr:ment--I think the:r-e was a great deal of 
"',,,PBct_ ror HUQ,:,";u as a man of Lltegri ty, but thia seemed to put the top 
en., t'::e pressure cooker arid the pressure mounted and blew, because stu­
i"lents a.t'e !~a-:::,-~L~2.:'_ly interested in politics ~ theyQ re interested in their 
()v~':: .fut\4reS and the .f-'.lture of their country¥ and most of the s,tudents 
I kr:Q';N' a.,l~e vAry f:1uch cO:::1cerned abo~lt Vietnam as a nat:!.or.. and what is to 
i,..::;::,~:'me (If \·ietn,3.:rJ.~ 

'1;1',,.c:'-"~: Etre j~.Jst so many mixed ::eeli.ngs--ambival.ent feeli.ngs~ feelings 
(::' r;,ylde 2.ft vietnamese trad.i,t.io::1s and Vietnamese cuI t.ure and particu~ 
la~~ .. :/ iri \/jet . .na~,ese lit.erat.ure and poetry and music; and feelincj"s of 
lnfer':"ori :.:~y-~~,t:t:8y~'J"e beeri. dominated by the Chinese, they!",re been dcm­
ir:.8x.ed by t'he F'::"ench and are dominat:ed :lOW' by western t.echnology and 
t.'~_ey ::8e1 ini:·e!:'.1.o.c in t.r~.is l."espect" So., witb these ambivaler.t f·eel.~ 

iL,:.rs;. G~~.le n~c'mer..t. t~~,e~' ma::r be =ie.!.>~ely prol~d of their cOuntry and the 
n::~xt~ lTlO~en'L this hopeless feeling of, "Oh wel1 8 l,tJe can't do anything 
r ~,~:J~.T~ i~'.n'j'w2.y" 1', 
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Pclitics and the Struoqle Force 

Into this ~tr:losphere of uncertainty, ambivalence, and futility 
comes a. ""'oup \"ho will channel the frustrations and desireso This 
was t1-.re ') [.c::uggle Movement or Struggle Force--not the Buddhist strug­
gle ag"3 .. 1·~"· t.he Diem regime, but the Struggle Force (Luc Luong Tranh 
Dau; ::e:r.e',.:"cer referred to as SF) which bubbled and boiled through 
most of 1964 a:1d 1965 and burst into full bloom in the spring of 
1966 in Hue alcd Da Nang, and whom most American newspapermen called 
the B'-lddl,ists 0 

I :.avc a rather different view from Mr. stubbs regarding the begin­
nElg cf the 1966 struggle movemenL perhaps it's irrelevant, but he 
seemed tco feel that the popularity of General Thi played the major 
role in ,,;',e S'C::-llggle in Hue 0 In my opinion and in the opinion of 
()t;hers·~-in fact I was told this by an American newspaperman--the SF 
'''as planning and organizing for an outbreak and push in May when 
Tl:ieu and Ky provided the logical cue by kicking out General Thi in 
March-·-tbe match tc light the pile. But by this time I think that 
General Thi \ifQuld have been effective with the SF only if he went 
along with them. By this time they were pushing along on their o'lm 
and they just used Thi's oust as a weapon, because after they got 
underway we heard very Ii ttle about Thi. Maybe Mr. Stubbs, in his 
official position, l,eard more about him, but my impression was that 
talk very quickly went on to other things that they were using to 
rouse the public. 

What I want to do is connect all this up with the involvement of the 
students. There seems to me to be a big tendency on the part of the 
Aro.ericans to lump all the students who opposed the Vietnamese govern­
ment and the Americans under the label of communist.. This has been 
the tendency of whatever government has been in power in Saigon as 
long as I have been there; this was something the Diem government 
used to do--anyone, from political opponent to highway bandit. was a 
Com.IDunist. I think our gover!1ment went along with this, and there 
was a lot of feeling, I t~hink, t:hat the students in Hue were more 
COlnr!Lunist than those in Saigon. This may be true to some extent but 
I rather doubt it.. I don't mean to say that there may not have been 
more sympathy for the Communists, but as far as being Communists is 
concerned, my feeling was that no, most of them were not. I believe 
most of them thought of themselves as being anti-Conununistso I don't 
rr,ean to say that there weren' t Cormnunists among the students; of 
c;::,u,rse t,here were" 

My CV;'TI opinion--and I may be wrong--is that the SF was, if not con­
t.To·.H.ed t,y Communists, at least manipulated by Communists to the ex­
ten,," that was neoessary for Com.munist control. Whether or not every 
aspect was controlled by Communists was not important as long as 
they could use the movement for their own ends. Most of the students 
believed themselves if not. fighting against the communists at least 
not fighting for them. The reason why I fel t that the S1" was pretty 
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r.~',.<,:~-~ C:O~~>:U.:r.i5t, cQ~_Lrclled \-.i·as 't .. ~,a:t. it, wa.s so 'I.,.".,el:' organized u and I 
k,::,-:",,; -'='<: .~-o,·_; ';'l':"C'lP ll',: So~~l:c v:iE:::,:-"c .. rr.:, t,b,-;;..!. .is so ;~jell orqanized" Even 
t.:~::.e Bud:::F',i $:.'+,:: c,r",J.rcr~ wa.s =i~'stg spl.it or.. w~,e'~~.her or ::lot the cl~';.,lrc~ 
~·d~c:..: .. !c..l, ~ ,- r c,,~ .. 1,:~i,~3.1Iy i:l\'Gl".-E;d j and seco: .. d j these that were poLii:::i.,~ 

CJ;<,.:"l:l' "-'ed -:t?ere spl:"t. as :~G w:!::at direct.:..cn it should takeq This 
t:"~.:3 7r:/ -;~~3Slcn,) So" wt.ereas the 'copplir:s.r 0:[ the Diem reg':.rle IT!.1.ght 
'i:.:::.':r.: t,ef:-',~ "~.dt~ pcssi}-;1e by L1:'2 Bud;lr;.:"'s~ cor-l-llrc.h :tecause they had the 
~.,.-'":..ere\r7 ... :,J : 963 T~O orgar ... i.ze a:cd ::":r"plement 'wha.t was neces3ar~: J 

T::',r~ SF '.,-::"",;; 5. stric-sli' Budd:t.,,':',st. orga:::~.izc,t:',o:-~,,, 

T.'"',t~ S';:·' t.r 1,ed i-'c"' .l.den~ify !::.heITt.selves wit.}-;. the Buddhist cause ,~n the 
D,::'<2J':, re':: ~me for ':~ery obv.ic'J.s Y:'easons ~ This would S'iY"e the:n i.:.he sup~ 

F,r:<;:-~. cf t..~',e '.-3<,S~ JYl3.jo!'ity of !::h.e people ,7 would qi-\re t.hem respect.a-' 
l'il..l-r'·.'l 3.::lcl t.r:ey tried ~~O u,t,~,lize some of the martY::";5 and even Borne 
cf tJ~,E' C'~{" ,:;,';:"5 t.'ha.~-. were so effec:_ive i1: 196:2,-, In Hue 800:1. a,fte.r t.he 
B~~:·,,:i,';;·0.ie ;':"c\."eme,~'.'~, ·.c:c:k 07er tr.:.e radlo stat.:i.on a::1d in effect', t.ock 
,~~Jer t'~t,e t:('\"/[~ .. , t.h.ere ;..,"ere .signs a.il aior!g Le Lo.!. Street-~-t:.he street 
:/ .. ~.~. ,r'.:::s :;!.l(~':nS tJ-.. e sou th Lank c f "She ::::.i "Ier--abo:J.t Quach thi Trang il 
t..:-ie girl. w1-.o was S't.:.0t by Diem soldier3 :i:~ front elf the saigcn market 
In ",=~~e SUPilrer Gf 1961 c The market had 'been renan,ed for her ar~d a 
s:-t3.t."ue of 'teL' h:...;.i 1 t. 1r. front. of the market: ~ The struggle moverr.ent o 

1 1::1l~k C':J j. "t.s f~rst. day of broadcast.s., s,~:i,d the Ky governI"\ent :-"ad 
de:= ty .:,yed t,!"li. s s t:a. t ~J.e ,_ The'y made it sou:r..d as though the Ky 0f0,\:"ern­
rr.8D:t ~;,ad dcr.,e th,i s to s1::(:;'N' t.hei r disrega.rd for t.he Buddhist st,ruq'3'le. 
I fel!o~ 1,-;:". ';;,Tas rid,lc-,J"l.O·.lS t.O bel.leve sU2h a thi.ng-'~why would Ky do 
t.h;:;.t~." ,t'lL::::!! ~,;Jould 'be 1-,.1.:= pu,-rpose .in des"!:roying .... :,he statue? Bl:tt ma.ny 
c,r t:~e Hue f,eople be~ie,,"ed .It.;) perh.a.ps :be'-:'2~X!Se sc' many things !~::id 
r:3.Pf.Jened Wl t.~~ "tLe ","2r:-io'-.1::;: q·c·.Je:!"PInents and so ma:r~y G'.\I7£'.:l thin\.Js it/ere 
beii'2"-::;;J:;,le in S 1. t::,i,at ic:n~ like "Chis, and they have a. tr'emendous 'ten'-' 
dene:,: to belle'Te anyt:tung t.hat is said lD. the news, on the radio, or 
i.n pr,l.:,;.t~ The r.ext., da .. y~ the struggle rad,lo came out and sa,id there 
r_3.d ::,ee:r-. 3. ra::_s~.:::~~:':e ~ ~'.:-:,e:y' L,:;;.d gett.en t.r.i.s f:!:Gm tr,i.e Saigo::l newspaper 
(;,:;]d t~~,e p~1-;er '1It","';,S "".:-'cGn<,r,~ t.:--~at. or...iy the plaqu.e :tad been st(;lerlo 

::: 1:~ ~l'3.S :;L':.:', :-.' i;l'!.'=: .. fc '( them ti. Fi:'7,ke this correc~::ion t.he next day because 
t ~~e err.ot L:,:r:i:';i.1 reaCt~l on t:b.,ey wa~t_ed to crea.te had already been created 
<:'.f'.d people p;:5l.:id .ilt.tle a1::t~e.n,t.i,o:r. to tf'le co!:"rection-~who C2..lreS what 
really t'lFpe~,ed Lf Sai':jor. hates 'hE' Buddhists? (I suspect t.hat it was 
1"-.":-.e B',~~ddhl,St:, Q .• -:t:i\J'ist, 9TOUP in So.i.gon that took the plaque SG as t.O 
st.a.r" t.':'~i~:.c;s gni.ng, ~v, So ,t.he!'~ they had all, these signs down Le Loi 
at'C\'.j,t. tb15 gi,r'.1) t.'C't'lng tc Y"ecre~~."':e her marty-rdom~ I t,'hink. or;.e t:ime 
OJ: Arne:-ican waLked up to one of ':.:'".e signs tc see what it was all 

~·'."t~ 3:,,-:.d -2::1 "J.~rC":J.r W:3.:::3 m,3.de abGut. tr:.at.:" I't-~ was very ob-:rio'.l.s t.hat 
'0", l.i.t'T L2 T • .r--,:.if!C! c(j-"~l~d 't)e a spa.rk ::.c ligh-c t.l:e emotiona::' fire that 
","i.e :CEeded ':0 makE tLe mvvement !'oll and capture e'Jerycne; s support. 
Th:~t. ~ s "'" :~.:r:e'y' ~4ere :_.ryt.nq· T-~C reclairr. a three-year~old ffiar~':':",l;-r (' 
1.;2·~;a' ..... S2 ~·.P:J' Wt-::.ce desperate fc.:r a P:!a.r-L:',::·r for their causey and at that 
-:,l.f~le :-lC ~)ne '.:,.:<3.S vl.:.l~"i!l,:: t.c' l:-.:!.rn ·t~emsel ":.;'es t.o get. r:':'d of Thif~U and 
J<y, The'.!::'e J ,lst_ W::;~'2"n ,; to Lj-;,e ,:;',3"me :t::-el i:~q ber;,ind t.rJ.is" 
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'rhe SF tried for about a week to make something of this girl but it 
didn't work. Then there were a couple 1llIflsuccessful attempts at self­
irmnolat;ion on the steps of a pagoda in Hue. There was a nursing stu­
dent 9iriwho nailed her hand to the table and wrote a protest letter 
in bloed from her hand. The nurses around tried to stop her or dis­
suade teer bi;;.t she continued until they toted her to the hospitaL At 
~his point, a lot of young kids got carried away and did terrible 
things, but: t,here was no one of real stature, such as in 1963. who 
ma.rtyred themselves. In 1963, there were several highly respected 
people who martyred themselves for a valid cause and they were very 
effective. But in 1966 there was not this same cause nor the same 
feeling, and such attempts just didn't corne off, and the SF went with­
out a big martyr. They almost got one--if General Ky had been stupid 
enough to send in his tanks at the time when the SF in Hue was expect­
ing :!::eim ar,d were all set up on the streets with road blocks and young 
st,udents out manning them. There were big rock piles along some main 
streets rea.dy for handy throwing. A group of university students 
were organized as a s",1icide squadron with flashy orange neck scarves 
imd rifles they'd been issued by somebody. All the SF needed (and 
I'm sure wanted, because there were plenty of dispensable students) 
was for t,he tanks to come, the students fight, and for one student 
t,o get. killed. One would have been enough, and the movement would 
Jo.ave had a martyr to carryall Hue. But someone in saigon was very 
wise and diQ'1' t send in troops at that time and we lost none of our 
students. 

Here was an organization that was going full swing; there were people 
to write up incendiary articles, people to manage the strikes and 
demonstrations and tJo.e market shut-down, people to run the radio 
station--they had the station going almost all day. They began hav­
ing broadcast.s in English for the Americans. I'm afraid the student 
announcer with tr.e best English was one of my very close friends 
who had learned some of his English from me. But I'm sure he was 
quit,e naive as to the behind-the-soenes operations. It was very in­
t.eresting to watch all this--the obvious manipulations. They would 
say one thing on the radio one day and the next day contradict them­
selves, and each time the people would believe even the contradic­
tionso Of course there were some of the well-educated people who 
were skeptical and who were forced to just sit back and be ~~iet and 
wait and see what was going to happen. 

Tr'.Ls unwillingness to come out on one side or the other is another 
tJ,ingthat Americans don't fully understand-~and Bill Stubbs indi­
ca~:ed that prevalent among the American officials was an attitude 
of resentment and injury that the Vietnamese were ungrateful in 
thei:!:' dest,ruction of America.n "gifts" to the Vietnamese people and 
-sha.t. some of the people wouldn't come out in support of the govern­
rrent. What Americans really don't realize is that it is frequently 
not only a person's job and livelihood that is at stake, but it 
could be his life. As long as the SF was able to control the town 
and the people and control the police force and the army--which was 
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re3.ily ~~'r.,s· thi:nq',-o'-'liC ur:;,e would dare to resisT:',c' No policeman cO'uld 
keET order. ,x::n.rary to tr_e SF. In fact., no policeman has dared make 
a mn'.'e Slnce t.i-,e fall of the Diem regime beca:clse cf t.he unpc;:J""l.ar 
~"::·'.,'E;.:': ~-~',i:"';/ m::l:l2 d'..lr'l~g ,the Die.m regimel' and they fear retaliaLion 
1:',:-. ,- .~~_., -3Jf.1 Lies '-' As a l.aw enforcerr.ent ageEcy t.hey couldn ~ t:. do 
r"],.;~:, I',' : ~·'~J.n di'tect: traffic and collect fines fI'om overloadeci 
i':,~,?E,~:" ~ '--,n ordinary citizen,) even one in, a responsi.ble pcsi tion g 

",:;~, , " ·;-,d 'was riakinq hIS neck.. He mi.ght be '.:illing to do that 
,~".,r ., ,lTnsel f ;""..::t "-,,il-:-.at. abcY;J,t, ~':':i.S fa.mily' 2.nd ail the people who depend 
( '·,,:.m, f.:;,r t};,2',l.f .Li. ... 'el,i'te.ood? These too 8.re t~in9"s that we donOt 
r'2,;:.,'t •. ,~··b·.,! irr:.erdependentc VietnaIT,ese peopl.e are, and i.n what uncer­
~_:.~.lr;-t::i· and d?~qer tJ:~ey Li'<:]'o2!~ i.nd.l'\"iduals are .not free g either in 
r,::;:'~r,~; of i.r;,der,e.~de:rJce or i.r~ t,erm.s of pGlit.i,c,::ll Sa.:f2't'Yfl to expose 
,,:.·~-,.e~;:S"':~.L v'e6 ,:' -.... we dc, ~ 

'J",r"le:te '~\,'::_;.8 c,ne r.;i::'a',re sC·!..ll in Hue o 0.:1 indepe:n.dent-"thinking woma.n who 
L:·-; d ,LeE~n ~,,;~l"·,'0.LVed for years in act.i vit,ies to belp her cO·J.ntr~l' 0 s 
peo]).l.e" S1::.e cre:r: ci.l.or;g well w~ th Americans (caasing jealousies and 
S'.;"Pl':l.O:(" amcr\'~ some pecple of Hue), was ext.remely helpful and friend­
i,/ ",,0 L::.e IVS peopl e ,;,n Hue, chought always in terms of meaningful. 
pro jects,; '3.nd ',.\'as riot sympathetic to the COP."Jrtunis::.s u Because she 
.rerr"9.lr.ed fr.l,endly' 'Wl th Lhe Americans throug~l the S};-.: s a.nt.i~American 

c;:Hr.,paigTl and b6c::;.'c1se sh.e was well :v~,n.own i~ Hue and yet was critical 
c£' t.he SF" sr.e finally :f:'ou!"ld it necessary t.o 1e21\7e Hue since she 
i:elt, ('Nlt.h 'JODd reascn.l tr"at her life was ' •. n danger., She t.he, .. took 
act.ion to qet. ',le.er sis't,er O'S.t of t.he area" Beca'::1se one couldn u t pre­
d.1,ct t.he di:r:e(",;'~io~~! t.r.~e sty."':.lg-gle In Hue ~\I'!ou.~d 't.ake", speed ~was advis~ 
able" 

Her sl.ster was working for an AID contract medical t:ealTI in Quang Tri 
T",~t;e~ she rece,i-:;ed l;,yc:r'i "LO .i.ea~.Te Quang Tri as soon as possible" I 
bs lle"'}'e she lef-t:. v.ri t~l O't:1'1 a day or t.WC D S not.ice I which was an un'= 
fort ',J,I"i 3.t.e t.h.irg· b·I..i. t. s:tJ.e ~a.d little choice under the circumstar..ces 0 

The tor' AiD n:;""" .. r~ in Qua.ng- '=~~i was 'just.ifiahly put. C·,lt D but~y '_H'ljt}.st.i~ 
f..iabl}'. ".e rei'.de:l. 'to try t.o lJ.r;derstar.d ::he reality of the situa-
T ior,. and ~h>2 type cf £a~'.L.Ly responsibil i t.y that exists in vietnamo 
"",., ract

v
' :~,~ wa.s se l;;.ck,ln9' 1["1 u.ndersta.nding and so spiteful,; that for 

0, .~/:,.r~,q tirr,e a,f"'~er t.hat 'r1.e qUi't8 deliberately tried to make ·trouble 
:L'cn:" t.:~<i,e older Sister who got a job working- for AID in Nha Trang" 
}L' 3 i ror..ic tYa!. a '7iet.r~,ameBe pe:r:'son w:ho had been so supportive of 
l:u~;.e r"..J. c:.:;:r:. ~>~:f~;,t: -:::s :2hc:J,ld S1.l .. t~fer ;"'!..:5 rm.lc:h trolJ.ble as sf~,e did at. tr:e 

o:~:,'lds <:;.f c. f,f,ic.iJ,.] Arr,erican aqencies 0 

'j ' .. :-~'"e yc;.>,l,-;.ge:!':' si.Bt.er C ,s situati.cn in Qua:r .. g T.t'i r:h.ere is anot'her 
f:><:-.·,:.p.l..e c£ AmertcaTI lack cf u;:,]derstand.i:::..g G,f Vietnamese cultural 
\ ?,L" -2S The Arner::~cans Ll,ked t_o 1-::,a.\7e partl8s ar,;,d would invite the 
\?']t.~~t_-.Larr:es2 8-~rls '-.\i'\.,):ck.i.ng for tJ-:,emo Vietnamese as a rule don1t have 
1" ~ IS · ... ,Lnd c,f 1>:,rr::.u2.s !~,~[.at. Americans like ? .. nd those gi'ria p:referred 
Lr)-i:-. t".;) ~'c; tJ} 'U-'e p?.r!',leSo Howe'/er" they felt obliged to go", felt 
t.tu.t. ill order T:.C L(J.id thelr jobs t.hey were expect:ed to attend the 
Amerl C,B.:r: part.,les, Whet,j-;,er t'hi s -was the intent~ of the in-vi tations 
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or a misperception on the part. of the girls, it was nevert.heless how 
t.hey £el::, As if treat. weren't enough, the America" men nagged the Viet­
namese girls to dance witch them, often would not take no for an an­
swer, It was as though they could.'1° t conceive that tt.e girls really 
didn' t. ,"~,.,.:.t t.O dance. I'm sure it never crossed their self-confident 
AmericaJ.,. If,a.le minds that sud: behavior might be offensive or even 
repugnar,t. u\ t.he girls" But, worse than treat, was that those Ameri­
cans-·-quit;e :lnaware of the signifidance of t.he differences in values 
--were a.ctually trying to alienate those girls from their own society. 
They were t.rying to force them int.o socia.l behavior that was not gen­
erally accept.able in Vietnamese society and that '",-Quld ident.ify them 
as being t:he Amer ieans' gi:rl friends. From a Viet:namese point of 
vie,N'o parLicula.rly in the cc.nservatlve Hue and Quang- Tri areas o 
there's not much worse you can say about a respectable Vietnamese 
girL) 

The remark 1.S ort.en made that: the people in Hue are always anti-this 
and ant.i.~that but never for anything. I think this is typical of 
protest. groups, Thl s was my feeling particularly at the time of the 
pretest acral.nst the Huor.g g·overnment. There h.ad been so much clamor 
for a clvilian government and Huang had been appOinted or chosen by 
a group of people wh.o were supposed to rep.resent all factionso It 
seemed the best of all possible governrrcents at t:r.e tlme, despite 
SOIr.e fai lings and the dlct.um against pOll tleal aC1: .. ivi ties. It was 
the ant.i-anti-expression in the proteests without. o.Ej pro-· tha.t im­
pressed me at. the tlme, 

I talked to one monk who was very active in the Buddhist protests. 
I asked him three times in tb.ree different ways -""!-~at it was he wanted 
teo replace the Huang government, granted that the Huong government 
was at fault in denying the Buddhists and studer,tes the right of polit­
ical dct.ivi ty, and he side-stepped my question each time--'>'ery ob .. -
vicus s.lde-st.epplng" I was wishing· afterwards Il'.ad been clever 
enough to have asked him in Vietnamese for the benefit of his young 
admirers in the background, b'-lt perhaps it was just as well that I 
didn't make him lose face--··if it were likely--in front of his co­
horts and possibly compromise the safety of my companion--a Vietnam­
ese girl, or compromise my own relations in Hue-·-t:t:e political sit­
uation was quite tense. This monk--who was a farce as a monk as 
far as I'm concerned--was very,very fluent in English--a little too 
fluent-·-he gave me his Speech for Americans, complete with beauti-
ful analogies and appropriate shrugging of shoulders; he was a very 
smooth arrogant man wl:o was disrespectful toward his superior ( a 
real monk) and who, I hea:rd later, used to work for USAID ln Saigon 
and became a monk at. the time of the overt.!"lrow of Diem. Whether 
or not he was a Comrnun~.st I don't know; but he was certainly not a 
real Buddhist" 
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,tt-·.t.i tudes Since the Tet Offensive. 1968 

Regardl:-." ,he feelings in Hue since Tet,> I should first say that my 
kr;o'''~c>d''~ ',8 limi t.ed because I know only what I hear from my friends, 
and ;v,;-', ,~g there I have r"o contact with cert;air. le',els of people 
:h""t Ie· ;:~.ril.y wO'.lld ~\ave if I were there. For example, I don't 
},'S/.\-e c.or.· _' ~~ with rnany students; many students r~aturally are strong~ 
l'y rt::=it,io:·~,'?·[ lsr_ic :3.nd wan'': t.o do somethin,g posit,:i'\7e for their country, 
sc; also q:J,i t.e ~~2t.~,:irally", some of them are "'fery anti=American cr at 
le.'-~:st-~ a:nt.l-Aroerican-policy in Viet.:namo Bl;.,t I don 1 t have any way now 
-,0 get any real reaction from these peopie. Letters are not suffi­
ClenT_ bec-2:,;se peop~.e can" t say what they really think. in letters .. 
Ever, if the:re \rI!'2re no such thing- as censorship or qlJ.estion of secur­
.1 ~:.y, 1 t· E hard en.:·C1gh to oommunicate ha'Jing to write things down and 
~1.';i t.r:J .. l.tt_ F~:r scn-t()or- pe,rson contact" So I don 1 t have these con't-acts 0 

tY.~,L!, from w}<',~';.!"o I do l:',ear" I ha~Je the impression ,that a subst.antial 
rrOpOrt:.lon Gf t',e population of Hue really hate the VCo The vc 
killed so IT'any people. But there is growing feellng against the 
America.ns--what. I first heard was that some people hate the vc the 
most a,nd the Americans next and the rest of the people ha·te the 
American.s the most. and the ve next; there isn't much difference be­
t.wee:r: t,hem-~they' 1:'e both evil. An Arr,erican w?10 went to Hue a few 
months after Tet made t.he remark that the only difference between 
t.he 'JC and the Americans was that t.he VC were discriminate and the 
Americans were indiscriminate. The Americans succeeded in slaught­
erLng m()re people t.h3nthe VC did. 

B'~t. what I've been Learirtg recent.ly--over a period of mont.hs·--first, 
was that tr:.e people .Ln Hue feel that the Americans blasted Hue the 
way t.hey dld on purpose in revenge against the Hue people being ant.i­
Amer-lean and a,r.t.i-qo;!er;rllTlent, I myself feel there's a great deal of 
Justlflc&tJ.on for this feel.ing; because of what I've known of Arr,eri­
C"ln feelings, this would be 'rery oonsist.ent, it might. very well be 
' .. n;e t:hat H.~OT_ Mcre da.mage was dene than rG.ight otherwise r:ave been 
done. The fee UEg I've been hearing more recently is that they' r'e 
bl.aming the Amerlca.ns for;ett.ing the vc come in in tr.e first place. 
Tb", Americ.:'c}8 .let them come in scthat the Hue people would see 
"Jha.t "':.::'e VC are .::ea.lly like.' or they could have protected Hue but 
tr,ey diCl"l" t. beca,:.se they dldn 0 t. care about. Hue 0 Of CO,lrse, a lot 
of t)',is d':;esn' t seem reasona.hle a:1d my own feeling is that these 
fee.Llngs "'xa'~gerate, but what. is important is what. theyeople be­
l~.~.:~~'.,te YN~et~r'.er :it. ~ S jl;.st.if:ied or net" (Since the t.ime of this de~ 
Y: . AI IDecerr,ber :. 968'i, I have learned tl::at South Vietnamese officers 
u:--'.J;-i',]'2d '::,r;]e:::s ::0 show no mercy to the c:ivilian population in Hue 
1 -', f). (;.(}yt:.J.n~r t_he ComJ,:"x;.nists at Tet . ., The officers ",rho received these 
c~df.'cs.' :: .• )"'i.:lq' nc' lcve for Hue people, were entirely sympathetic 
wit.ll ~he c'l.der~a) 

I ',;'O.,ld l..l.ke to ma}~e cle:a.;r· "hat I mean by the term "Viet Cong" (vel. 
When I sa,! "';.18L Cor:g" I mean ."i~lat the words lit.erally mean, viet­
Ds.rrese ComJTt1:cnist.s or \'1 et.namese Communisrr, (Viet. Nam Cong San). 
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(It is a customary p:ractice in vietnamese language to take one ele­
ment from each of two or more compound words and combine themo) So 
I mean vietnamese Cornmunists J whether Southerners or Nort.herners, 
Nort.!"e rc:" rs being the North Viet.namese regular army and Southerners 
bel.m [r •• "b.~rs of what is popularly called in t.he West the National 
Libera""',, Front but which is more correctly translated a.s Front for 
the [,llieT'sLLOn of the South Region (Mat Tran Giai Phong Mien Nam) 
or People's South Region Liberation Front (Mat Tran Dan Toe Giai 
Phonq Mien Nam). I had thought originally that the Liberation Front 
itself gave the t.itle National Liberation Front in order to give 
more respect:abilit;y in Western eyes, but I was interested to note 
in a book in English published in Hanoi that I saw in a bookstore 
here t.h'it. t.heil: t.ranslation was a more correct ene, without the name 
Nat.io.nalo 

I unders!:.a:r;d t;hat. in the vc groups in Hue at the time of Tet there 
were sometimes Northerners and sometimes local people. I presume 
tha"t. most:. of the Liberation Front people there were from Central 
Vie!:.nam." there wouldn't be too much reason for bringing Southerners 
up t.o t:"!e central region. But, at any rate, both groups seem to 
work very closely together. I heard this from the American girl 
who replaced me in Sept.ember 1967, was captured by the VC at Tet, 
and spente two months as a captive in the mountains. I've also heard 
this frem vietnamese friends. For example, a friend of mine in Hue 
had been working for the Americans and was also well known in Hue. 
Her brothers who were in the army and were home for Tet were cap­
tured by the VC. She herself was able to hide. When she would hear 
vc around who spoke Northern dialect she would come out and help her 
sister 'Nith the cooking. belt if she heard Hue dialect she knew they 
would recognize her and she remained in hiding. She was very lucky; 
she mana';red t.O escape. 

Tet 1968 

The story of Sandra's :captu.re is an interest.ing one. I'm not sure my 
version of it is entirely accurate, but I think it's close. 

First, I should explain that IVS likes to encourage its members to 
SUIY at their sLae.ions during Tet because this is the most important 
time of year for t.he Vietnamese, and t.his ist.he time when IVSers 
san ViSLt their fri.ends and be visited by them, exchange all the 
preper greetings, and part.icipate in the many Tet season activities. 
At. t.r·.e. t.irr,e, three IVS glrls were living in the house in Hue, but 
two of t.hem went to Saigon for Tet. One of the girls has a Viet­
namese family in Saigon whom she considers roer family. (She used to 
teach in the so'~t.h and nearly always spent what time she spent in 
saigon ".!Vi th this family.) Of course, it was natural for her to go 
"home" tco saigon fer Tet, The other girl also used to teach in the 
south ,'lend l«!ent to Saigon to visit friends. Another woman who was a 
Q'.laker doctor in Quar~g Ngai province came to Hue for Tet and was 
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s toy l.;''"'l":]- in t.ne 'I'/S house with Sandra" In o(;.r ~C'I.lse in Hue we had a 
typ·,l.eal Vietnamese b<.l!1ker-~a ,;'ery i",ea:frz wooden 'bed which was three 
large fi,;"e·~'inch,-thick h.a.rdwood boards across 1::"11'70 l"'...orses o and sand­
ba':rs s.to,jnd the sideso This is where the girls would -;0 if there was 
£i:r"1.I;J~ ::,\_~·!'t,ar at.'tacks co There had been "A1ar:1in?s that the V'~ might 
art.ackc .. ' le1:, holt Sandra ass Ci.lned, as did everyone else apparently, 
t,;12l.t.. ,.:.t~,l ~ ""'_-'-LI,.~d be t~he usual, kind ;:)f VC att.ack-··o-a small force coming 
.l:1 in t-".e [C',:J:Ue of the night and withdra"ring before daylighto She 
\--,;';~;3 "'E1::Y ~Jl.r~ke_~":'I.~~'e and when she hea.rd heo:vy fi::in; which. seemed close, 
sl'.E: woke".);. Man]e, the docl:o:,:', .,.r~lo shrugged and went b3ck to s leep-­
bf"F::q acc·.).stcrred co she::'Jing and fighting in Quang Ngai. But. the 
fi:c::i..n~~ ~)ecc~rr~'s m,ore Intense and ·was closer so t'j::.e t·N'O girls get. under 
+_.:':"!? l::"unk£:. r. ~ 

'The d,cta: •. Lb :.:,::·:d pet' ."".ds c,f tirr,e are not. at. all clear to me, but it 
1"";': " . .'>\.·co 1,Ee:> some ~lO\"rs la':er--during the day·-··that the vc banged 
C:e, Lhe dC'~JIS, tried to :ret in but didn"t break in the doors which 
v.:'e:t'e :}2a~Jily ba.'!:':ced agains t. thieves [1 and cal18d GU t asking if there 
"las anycne inaide to open up. The girls didn 0 t respond and the lie 
we~n:, a,1,.;ray 0 For a couple of days they remained hidden in the bunker~ 
sneaktng CHJ..t of the bunker tc t,he tcile't which was cl.oseby and 
subslst,ln~, on wa:'er from the bottle of boiied toothbrushing ,,,ater 
and driet S'"Jeet pot.a.toes that had been brou.ght. as a Tet present by 
2. 'll.etna.mese En.end. (The door between the main Louse and the kitch­
en w&,;; iocked and barred because it was so easy to break int.o the 
ki t.c:hen from the outside <» The g'irls ,,<\jere able tc peer out and see 
t.ha.t. t:r:E VC 'L~.d set up a gu.n ernpla;::emeni:. in cur yarde which was a 
gocd pl.a.oe (for t~el!:: because we had a 'well and t,here were lots of 
t,rees for camouflage. The next day or so they tried again to enter 
and .~j.red some sho'Ls int.oLhe air. This alarmed the girls so they 
opened up 3nd t\v'() cr tilree \iC came in and searched t.he house, pre­
surrt.ablJ'~ for weaFG::s or c1:her hidden people .. 

Tl·".t-~ri t::ey' talked t:o tr:e 3.1rls o explaining What t1-.. e:'i were doi:;'1g in 
t.ne 'yard£, tJ:at. the girls \",~e:ce to sta~l in the house", and making clear 
t.hat they, the·;e .. ",Jere not gOlng to t.3.k.e anything from the house. 
(Eot::~ c;irls had been in Vie+,nam only about five mont.hs so their 

'i,1.e:c:cm::ese was eet: very fl'Clent but communication -was possible o) 
They c.2kcd t.1'1e "irls q'.:;esticms and when one of the girls asked them 
,,;here ;:reey were .from, they replied matter-of-factly that one of them 
,-<;3.5 from the Nord: and one was from Thua Thien provinc:e. While they 
~.r!er:e -r.:aiki,TI',::L? t.he An~e;ricarl miiit.ary be,~an dropping mortars in t~he 
aftS,EL. It~;:3 irl't:erest'.ing to :::x)te t'hat when there was a close one t!1e 
q'Lr :,.::' 'I:t~,~ t tb.8 fIc'or" bat. Lhe ',,7C didn c t move 0 j-ust nonchalantly 
\-/"l'c.c'd fe:c tb.e gi1:'~18 to get. ',:;po Then tt.ey went back (y"tside and the 
g~:;:,.l6 ·:-:e~~'.~Y'!1ed to t:-1e bunker 9 but: Sandra just escaped being caught 
~t;i' C'!le me:::. ~.:f'~::~ t~(lo.~'. came rigb,t, t.:I1.ro"J.ci'n the roof intoo t..he li\7ingrcom .. 

Scmc 1::1Hlb :~ft:er ':~[.6it ~~p6r-haps very soon vI-' perhaps the nex·t day~­
U-Le vel,' aFpt;o.:r'erlt.ly "(rJithdrawi.rrg from the area~ came back in alLd tock 
t_~-:""e 91ris (3.">A/ay ir~t.o Lhe mG~J.nt.ains.. At ,times ,they 'were in groups 



wiHl otl'.er priso:1ers, .including }W,erican men, and young vietnamese 
men wl:.o were pres,"l'1ably being taken for t.raining or indoctrinationc 
Por sever-ill days they were kept on the mo\'e; it:: was 2. difficult time 
becau.se <"j2Y weren't accustomed to long hO'ars of marc:ling, and some­
times esu,;:,.Lal1y at !light it was cold. The girls were t.reated well, 
r:ct. ml.s+~·e?J.<:.ed in any way apparently.. Marge, the doct.or, was very 
helpful .~n qi-.ring small medical assistance and maintaining morale, 
but, s1:.e beCaI:le quite sick herself and asked the vc for medicine. 
They bro',lgl'::r: in o. VC doc·t.or for her who ga-,,'e her bet.ter medicine 
t.ha.n she :--.ad ask.ad for.. The first of April the girls were released. 
They '""ere 1:;ckier than ot.her Americans captured.. Marge has just re­
t'c:rned, elgr,+-. r:Jonf:h.s later, t.o vietnam to continue her work as a 
doctor, 

I ",·G,.::'d 1':'''~;2 "cO sa,,! one thing for the record because I don't know 
:..£ 1. t' s been said ar.y-where publicly, and tr.at is about the behavior 
'-.lEU:.B Americ2.!1 Ms.rines in Hue. Af·ter the fig"ting 'flas over and Hue 
',,'as oc.:cu.pied a.lmosl:_ sO.l ely by the military, many people were not in 
:.~.ei.r >'.(>1::es! t:tey read fled to the coantryside or had refugeed to the 
llni'/ersi':y Fa.c·alty of pedagogy area, During this time, the American 
Ma';-i..1':es .,ccup1.ed ma2:;> horces and defiled the Budd.~ist altars, defe­
cating around the al'::ars and in other places (such as in suitcases. 
as I know from one res1.dent), destroyed furniture and shot up cars 
and other i t.ems of personal property. 

The point. I wa.nt. to IT.ake is that this sort of thing happens often in 
war~-soldlers behaving qL.it.e badly 0 The interesting thing is that 
the Viet Ccng, tr:.o:.:.gh they killed many people and restricted move-
mer:t. in some areas so that people weren't able to escape the .fig-hting, 
didn't. dG any of t:h.ese warltDnly dest.ructive t.hings c From all I gather, 
they dl.dr:' t destroy property just to be destroying it; they didn't 
de!,ile or do anyt.hing t.O the Cat.holic church or to any of the relig­
i.OJ:S places, and ::.he1' didn't st.ealo They make quite a point of this 
--of not~ st,et3.::,ing and nc.-:~ looting.. There was a troupe of musicians 
from Nor+ch Vi.etrcam t:!::,'llt came in'; they took three instruments from 
t.he Nat.ional Conservat.ory of Music in the Citadel, and left a note 
saying t_hat they had taker; t:nem. After the fighting when the vc had 
wit.hdraW!l and ehe area was occupied by the South Vietnamese troops 
and th.e Ameri.cans, all the rest of the mc;sical instruments were des­
e.royed or stoleno 

One dist.ricl was occupied by the vc for 26 days, but one of those 
d2.yS the VC withdrew taking the people wi t.h them, and the South viet­
La1' 8a8 rna.rines came in, (D'.lring the time the vc occupied the area, 
t.!'cey didL 0 tallow t.he people living there to leave so as to escape 
+"'1e fl'1.':':ingo j When the vc came back in to that district., bringing 
t.!:e people back 'with !~hem, t:he people found that just in that one 
day so m':ich had Lee!l s+:.olen from their homeso I heard that from 
two sources, I"ve heard from several sources that the American 
Marines stole tape recorders and radios and the Vietnamese govern­
ment t:rcops s~:ole e","er/t·.hi:-;g else--·clothes and other things. One 
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w~crr>ano "wr~eL the stree'ts v" ... ere clear eno"ugho 'It.lent ca.ck to the home where 
s'~e 1 d :t',e(~n 1 i ,·"':::..n:;r ::~r:d :~_,ot. e'ven her conical 'hat 'I',/l7aS :ef~'t <> Apparently 
t.~ere ",,"'9 a I?Eriod of time d\uinCl' '~;hich, in some arGas., the people 
'",,'ere ,~,: ,':",<1 t.o withd.ril.w hecause of occupation by t:roops'~-perhaps about 
t.hE L~:,:,:e ~: 2; fi,gh,~in~' \;1.~as over" Some of t~e pecp:'e w:r~o :;,. i ved or., the 
sOD,t1·~. t,'~(.<;.; 0,;:: -:'b,e river~-t,he area first to be held by Arr~er.icG_n t,,!,oops 
-~<'a,r:,e t';ii.,:;' Te. their homes t,e find t:hem first defiled and damaged by 
~_~~,e A~.e:r'.~':',c~,;.~-:-;; 3.~~d after a second fa,reed w:ithd.ra'!I!al o lcot.ed by t.he 
8c·ut:h ~Iiet:r::.aT'";,C::8E' -troops 0 rrr ... is kind of thing >seems ,to :te ccn81st,'~htly 
Lc,pcrt,ed , 

T knc>A( L~"ese th:;'ns~, g:J en in. a war--,,·-~these are 'Lhe t:i,: .. ings ,that. happen" 
'The £c,~d:i.e,r S T'e::-::'" 'LY den n t: care ar."cut the people in the area; it c: s 
pc" ; __ oJ::.~, .. L(' ~·f,~,me" th.eir fantilies are not li~;-,in9' :~r.:.e.re~~'t!"~ey l:"1st donCt 
c~~eo But \~f ~o~rseJ this has its effect on peopleo And it·s inter­
e.2f,:ir::; ~>~' :ICLe +,'ca+, f:hE Comrr:unists apparently did none of thi.s; they 
2e,t"rred to be ::or 1:.re mest part: very well organized, and 1 judge morale 
'~\,':~lS q-J.i !:E.~ '-J()cd" There was some ,indiscriminate kill.ing' 0 I heard cne 
<:2,88., ,,"~:iC"l was (old in a rat,her vague way, about one house where 
T.:r!,eY'e ~i-::2:~'€; t:VJC (',j-'c,Lo dr:::'J'E:::rs si t.ting· i.n the back wh.en scme VC came to 
t.he f:;:"'('.::~lt., I den ~;,. :K:rlO'w whether or not the dri.vers were ~'1idi.ng or 
TCist si':LL!1g cpenly~ (1 have the impression thaI: the COITlI">unists 
t>ended to kill people ,;r:ho attempt,ed to hide or escape t:hem,) The 
"C 2""ked a gi rl. ::'':1 the front of the house ],f t,~".ere '",as anybody there 
o.nd s~le S-BLd No" Ag.a.i.r;., itJs not clear whether s:~:::.e said TIC because 
t.he t:YlO dr i~?f~rS v,,"p:rF? in 'tl:e yard behind th.e !ccruse or because she ~·as at­
r.err,:.pi;-~.in-:J t~) 3~~,,:'~1.;j t~-:.err,tI but: the VC came t:l:~GU9·h ar..d discovered the 
drivers. Witt:O'lt a.sking any questions they killed the two men on 
t,he spot,; 1 don't rememb(".r "hether or not they k::"lled the girl" But 
vlTe C3.::1 be sure +,::-:lat these t,'1N'O cyclo drivers T~llere nc.t bad corrupt 
~.xc·-'r(;::r.r':I~£nt c.'fi'ic.i2ls or enemies of the people in an.y way==just two 
pocri,)',,'er-class people 0 So this kind of thing went on, and l' m sure 
L~_ere W'a£; trruc:-,u, F,erso:!J,al=spit.e Killin;;.. Alsc o '-lndoubtedly some unit.s 
';II:'E,rE- r-:,Gt aB 'well ~)e~---::a"Jed as otner:'s '" 

1 t ':'5 t;.xt~rerr:,e~,y difficult to judge t:he reasoning hehir .. d many of the 
VC, actlcns or c.c, predict w~"at they will do in any g.~ven situation, 
b'J.t: i 1: is evidenT_ t:,at there is reasoning-·-and considerable dis­
cJ,pl.i.ne 0 Whereas, on the American sioe, the seeming lack of dis­
cip::',ine ar .. d ideo.lc~:l" 0 ttle certain lack of any attitudes of respect 
cr concerT:. for the V.j(",tname2e people, and the lack of any real 
':.nd8rstandi~Y"J c<= the political and psycholoSrical fact.ors operating 
in 'I/_l.etnarn and i.:."1 Hue or:.ly se,t:'7ed to worsen t:1:e American image 
2:~r:,d pc S,l ;-:.10~L, 

~.:/c:J.:~h Programs 

::,n :;;'eadi,~:: ':::r~8 '. 0eb~ie"f G:: a YO-,J,""::.h Advisor {) \lie:",:lam ll l which discuss=­
""f; \/.Le'~~Cll1leSe yOU1:.h proqrmr,s prior to 1966, 1 thought that some of 
t'h;::.\ c:bs~?'.r-,,·a~:,lCf'i,S a,nd E-;vE~11':;J:::.:,':.ic,ns of t.he observa.,tions were gcodo I 
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felt that overall he was rather optimistic, but I suppose you have 
to be that way if you're going to push or instigate these kinds of 
programs. I myself am much more skeptical about the effectiveness of 
the way the American and vietnamese governments are organizing such 
programs. One thing that impressed me so much about his discussion 
was that these youth programs are so much an American-initiated thing. 
Even though he doesn't want the American influence to be obvious, 
I'm sure that American influence and domination is quite apparent 
and cert.ainly felt by the vietnamese youth. 

In connection with that, I want to bring up a statement he made about 
anti-American feelings. He said, "In varying forms there is an anti­
American dimension to all of these tendencies. In some cases it is 
disagreement with the American way of working and in others it is a 
deep and violent resentment against the total American presence. 
While this does not receive a great deal of overt expression at the 
moment., it has within itself a great possibility for disastrous ex­
pression in the future." Yet I felt that he didn't carry this ex­
cellent observation into later considerations for American-implemented 
programs. My o~~ feeling is, only by Vietnamese people actually doing 
the initiating and organizing can you get a really basic movement. 
A nation can't be built by outsiders, it has to be internal. There 
are a lot of young Vietnamese intellectuals who have already worked 
in youth programs, including initiating programs. There is the pos­
sibility, of course, that the bulk of them have become too disillus­
ioned and resentful to be effect.ive. Some of them have become so 
disgusted and discouraged that they've just quit these kinds of ac­
tivities because they feel so helpless and the situation has so de­
t.eriorated. Others can no longer be effective because they've be­
come t.oo closely identified with top Vietnamese power groups; one 
previously very active and well-liked person is now working for the 
government and has thus alienated many of his previous associates 
who don't trust the government. 

What role should the American government play? As small a one as 
possible, and w},atever it is. it should be li'uited to pressuring 
the vietnamese govern..11lentto initiate its own programs and perhaps 
making available training programs in social organization and group 
dynamics. But it should be Vietnamese doing the organizing within 
a framework of vietnamese values, not American values. The u.S. 
should not do the funding--vietnamese people always know when the 
U.S. is behind something, especially they can always smell the CIA. 
Any association with the CIA cripples any program. The reason I 
suggest training programs is because the u.S. is probably foremost 
in the world in the field of soci.al psychology. One of the big­
gest failings of the American government in terms of international 
relations is its failu.re to acknowledge and utilize the intelluc­
tual resources of its 0\\'l1 country, much less those of other coun­
tries. 
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If t.he:ce 0 s going t.c be any alternative t.o communism in Sout:h '.'ietnam, 
I Lhink t~':1ere has to be the sort of movement c.hatthe yout.h advisor 
t:alk.s about in his debrief, but it has to take place wi thin a Viet:­
namese .f·cS!Ille,.ork; vietnamese values, not American, have to operateo 
And, l.f ;,'e as a nation are goin::] to have cur hand in it, we have to 
underst.a::d t.horot.::.ghly t.hese operating vietnamese values and have t.O 
'"nderstand all the complexities of the situation itself, which we 
certain.ly dcn 0 t now, judging by the decisions and actions that have 
been taken.. If we're not going t.O do that, we might as well go ahead 
and ag·ree to a compromise sitc;ation in which the conur.unists will 
eventually c:;me cut on top and which we will call a compromise or 
ne1J.txa1 . .ity or something to save face, Maybe it's too late for any­
t:hing else, anyway, 
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