¢f IVS in Saigon and IVSers and Vietnamese teachers together would
participate in sessions on problems and methcds. But IVS requested
permissicn of the Ministry of Education for these people to come to
Saigon to participate in the seminar. So there is a lot more over-
all ccrtrcl and particularly central control than we have in American
schools.

Regarding the comment by an American education advisor that Vietnam
cculd do a lct more education and handle many more students if their
admiristration was better, I don't know how they could handle more
students unless the administration built some more classrooms and
trained more teachers. Of course, now, with the war, teachers are
really at a premium. 1It's terrible that so many of the teachers, es-
peclially primary school teachers, have been drafted. Most of the
teachers at my school were women; being a girls’ school, I suppose
that’s tc be expected. We have a few men teachers; a very rough guess
would be perhaps 10% men. In the boys' school next door there was
rrobably an even smaller proportion of women teachers.

At the high school level the schools are not coeducational, except

at what 1is called the semi-~public school. 1In this school, I believe
the government assists so that the tuition can be lower. These semi-
public schools are usually pretty crowded. Children who don't pass

the examinations for the public schools often go to the semi-public
school. The Catholic private high schools are usually divided--a

boys' school and a girls' school. The Buddhist private high schools

in Hue were all, I think, coeducational. By all, I mean the different
physical setups. There was one administration, but there were several
schocls, the main ones being one large one in the citadel and another
on the socuth side of the river. Whether the seating was separate or
not, I don’t know. I taught a couple hours a week during one summer

at a Buddhist school--many of the students were from the Buddhist orph-
anage nearby, There didn‘t seem to be a set seating plan, but the
giris always tend to sit together toward the front and maybe on one
side; it appeared to be a preference, not a rule or even a rigid cus-
tom. FElementary schocls are coeducational. I think the children

are divided accerding to sex; I suspect that here again it's customary
practice.

There are, of course, private high schools owned and operated by in-
dividuals as money-making propositions. These schools teach courses
20 help people prepare for the baccalaureate examinations and courses
in English--there are many small schools that teach only English.
These private high schools are particularly numerous in Da Nang and
Saigon; in fact, there is only one public high school in the large
city of Da Nang. When I was living in Saigon, I taught some hours at
a private school there; this was my first experience in teaching
English in Vietnam. 1In this class there were both sexes and all ages
--a few high school students but mostly adults who worked during the
day. And they sat in any order all over the room; I don't know



whether this was beczuse they were adults or whether they just didn't
think about those things gernerally. My impression is that in Vietnam
separaticn of the sexes isn't as sharp as it is 1in scome other Asian
CCUNTYLE

=1

R:gard:ﬁx comparative educational systems, Iy own opinicn about the
raelative wiise of educational systems is that the American system,
with 311 its faults, is probably the best in the world. Relatively
speaking, I think it's very good--at least for us. I think there

are a lot ¢f American ideas about educaticn that are very applicable
to Vietnam or could be used by Vietnamese pecple. There's always this
preblem of our imposing cur ideas--I don’t feel that we have any right
as individual advisors te go in and say 1t should be done this way and
that way and try to get the Vietnamese to see cur point of view and
cooperzte with wus.

I think the moving away from the Buropean education system can come
about mostly by the efforts of young Vietnamese who are themselves con-
cerned about the situation. Some of them come te this country and
study and go back, and then there are those who haven't left the coun-
try and yet who are concerned. I think that they would be open to new
ideas. But it kas to have at least the appearance of growing from the
inside, and there's a lot of old chaff that has to die out. Most of
the educators over 30 were educated in the French syetem, but I would
say 1f they’'re in their 30°'s there s still hope-=I don t agree with
the American ycuth who say if you're over thirty vou're dead. oOf
course, 1t depends on the individual; in Vietnam as everywhere there
are individuals who are limited in their views and whc resist change.

This resistance no change was particularly strong in Hue at the Faculty
of Pedagogy. Tt became a political thing; many of the professors were
adamartly cpposed to anything that smeliled of Americanigzgation, and it
became a strongly anti-American stand. But I think their political
views were very, very closely tied up with their own positions being
threatened: They were French educated and they were holding on to
trheir lictle hiavens, their liztle systems. With changes, they would
be out unlesce they changs with them, but theyi‘ve been thlnklng in the
eld terms a leng time and I think that many of them aren't able to
change. The difficultyv is that these older influential educators are
the people who have prestige and power and they're net geing to re-
lease this prestige and power if they can help it. I think this is
where the biggest difficulty lies, and it takes time for these pecple
e me replaced by ycunger pecple with new ideas.

That education adviscr said that during the two to three years he was
there they “rained 3,000 teachers but that these 3,000 teachers had

& fift? -grade education to egir with and were trained only one to
three months. He was taiking about the need to substitute quality

for quant;tyo I would agree that quality is important. Without gqual-
1ty , qguantity isg rather meaningless, I believe he's talking about
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training teachers to teach in elementary schocls and T worked with
high school teachers, so I can't say tco much about quality in elemen~
tary school teaching. The qguality at my schocl was quite high,

This is the thing in vietnam: the higher the level you teach, the
more trairing you have to have, the more qualified you have to be and
the more prestige you have. The elementary teacher is sort of middle
or lower-middle class economically and socilally, though he has some
prestige because education is a prestigious field. It depends of
course on the school. 1In urban areas elementary teachers usually have
hzd normal schcol trairing, which is a two-year program, not a three-
month cna. To go into the normal school I believe they have finished
junior high schocl. 1In urban high schools, teachers have to have at
least passed the first baccalaureates, which means they have finished
their high school education. If I understood correctly, those who
have had some university training teach in senior high school. This
isn't absolute, of course; I know some teachers who have had university
training who are teaching in junior high school, some at their cwn
choice.

It's hard for Vietnamese persons to understand that the lower levels
of school are so important. For example, mahy Vietnamese people would
eXpect me--especially a college graduate--to teach senior high school
if not at the university,=--to teach advanced level--conversation and
discussion. It takes a lct of explaining to make people understand
that I feel that, as a native speaker of BEnglish, I can do the bLest
good by teachking the very beginning students so that the students just
beginning to learn would hear the correct pronunciation and natural
way of speaking. I think that those in my schcol who didn’'t have some
of this notion already were beginning to appreciate that it was a good
thing for me to teach at the beginning level. I often had the feeling,
however, that they still felt that I was being very generous and kind
to lower myself to that level~-demonstrating my volunteer spirit when
I could do something more prestigious. And, of course, I with my
American up-bringing was very proud to say I taught the beginners.

The People of Hue

It seems true that the people of Hue consider themselves to be dif-
ferent from other Vietnamese people. But we might also include all of
Northern Central Vietnam or what the French call Haut Annam--Upper
Central Vietnam. This would be the provinces of Thua Thien--the prov-
ince where Hue is; Quang Tri; and going across the 17th paralilel,
Quang Binh, Ha Tink, and Nghe An. This is really what Central Viet-
nam is; as far as language is concerned, it's a very distinct group-
ing. North of Da Nang at the southern border of Thua Thien province
there’s a high pass an that seems to be a ratural border. I jus t
learned recently that language change in Vietnam has been much slower
in this area. This area 1s much more conservative in many ways. I
think this is natural. There isn't the easy communication, physically
there aren't the rivers of the delta areas and the easy ways of getting
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around; life is more difficult and more of a struggle without the fer-
tile deita areas, and so there has been less mobility. Thus the lan-
guage hzas changed the least there. This also has been the area out

of which the strongest nationalists have come: the nationalists who
fought tne French--Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chu Trinh, many cthers--and
more modzvrn nationalists such as Ho Chi Mink who comes from Nghe An.
Ngrie An seems to be the breeding place for the discontent--the strong
individuals who want to change things. It seems funny to say that
this area is ccnservative and yet you have this kind of indiwvidual.
Pernaps it's a corbination of young hopefuls who want to fight the con-
servativism, and the struggle for life making it natural to struggle
politically. 1In fact, now that I think about it, I think it's prob-
ably true for the whole world=-that revolutionaries tend to come from
conservative backgrounds, and they spend their lives fighting the en-
trenched conservatism of their childhood environments. 1 do feel that
the feelings ¢f nacionalism are much stronger in Hue than in Saigen.
Salgon is a more cosmopolitan city, more adaptable in some respects

=5 the French or at least didn't have such strong emctional reactions
=0 the French.

Furtzhermcre, Hue was the imperial capital of vietnam, Vietnam was
united as a single country only as late as 1802, at which time Hue
was made the capital of the whole country. Vietnam was a united in-
dependent country including all the areas of Vietnam today for only
abcut 30 years of all of its hundreds of years of history. It was
Hue, of course, where the French attacked and took over the govern=—
ment ¢f Vietnam--the home cf the emperor. So naturally this was the
place where resentment was very, very strong against the French. There
were two or three emperers, in the 80 years of time the French had
Vietnam zs a coleny, who joined the underground against the French
wrile still being titular emperors above ground. They were exiled,
¢rnie to France. I think this was Duy Tan. He fought 2s a pilot with
the French against the Germans in World War 1. In gratitude, the
French cffered to return him to Vietnam, but he said only on the con-
dition tre Frernch would giwve Vietnam its independerice. The French
refused, arnd in the process of sending him back to his Mediterranean
isle prison,. hkis plane mysteriously developed difficulties and went
down. in the sea. The Vietnamese believe that this was a deliberate
murder, because as long as he lived and held out and everyene knew
that he was in prison because Vietnam was not independent, this would
be a disgrace for France. So, nationalism is very strong in Hue and
rhroughout Central Vietnam. This is scome of the background of nation-
allism.

One perseon from Hue teld me cnce that Hue provided more teachers not
crnly for Central Viebnam but zlsc for Scuth Vietnam than any other
part of the country, meaning that it is out of Hue that culture and
education come. Hue feels this type of prestige very much, that ed-
ucztion 1s an aimportant thing. ©f course, this is generally felt in
Vietnamese and Chinese society--that education is very important.
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{I presume that part of their education system 1s Chinese rather than
French; the practice of learning by rote is quite Chinese.)

I myself think there are other more ethnic reasons for this difference
between Hu= people and the southern pecple. The Red River delta in
the nort~ 1s, of course, the home of Vietnamese civilization. Viet-
namese ieg=nds go back about 4,000 years B.C. Their conflicts with
China go bacx 3,000 years. The Vietnamese are pretty aggressive peo-
ple and have continually pressed south. There are indications they
came from southern China and mixed with mountain groups further south.
Their legend is that the daughter of the God of the Sea mated with the
dragon of the mountains and produced the Vietnamese people.

But, at any rate, there has always been this pushing south; Saigon, I
believe, was not settled by the Vietnamese until the 1600s, which is
pretty recent in Vietnamese history. So the south is a very recent
conquest. The whole delta area was primarily Cambodian, and the
southern coastal areas were part of the Cham civilization which was
pushed mountainwards by the Vietnamese and has long since died out,
leaving socme Cham people who have been pretty much absorbed by the
Vietnamese ard some of the mountain tribes in scuthern Vietnam: the
Vietnamese ccnsider them to be a mountain trike themselves. The de-
cline of the Cham Kingdom was not only by conquest; I think prior to
that, the Vietnamese bargained with the Chams for territory. Some-
one told me that Thua Thien and Quang Tri provinces were given by the
Chams for a Vietramese princess in marriage. At any rate, the push
south seems to have halted with the acquisition of the rich Mekong
delta; though the Cambodians are skeptical--they don‘t trust the Viet-
ramese-~-and for good reason.

Probhably the further south the Vietnamese moved, the more mixture of
pecplies there was, particularly with Cambodian people. I don't know
o0 nuch about this, but I suspect there is mcre mixture in the south.
It seems to me that physiclegically the southern Vietnamese tend to
be a little different from the northern Vietnamese, though I may be
wrong in this broad generalization. It seems to me generally speak=-
ing that the southerners don't have as much epicanthic eye fold--that
their eyes are more round. The seeming tendency to be darker may be
delta sunshine; in Hue we have several months of rain, which may ac-
count. for lighter complexions. 1It's not really fair to judge north-
erners by those we see in the south; they may not be representative,
kut I think that there are koth physiological and ethnic differences.

Mzyoe T should say a little akout feelings of Hue people toward the Com-
runists. It may be that there is more sympathy for the Communists than
irn other parts of the country, but I would think it wasn't so much for
Cormunism as 1t was styong feelings of rationalism and resentment to-
ward a government thst is not only far from ideal but is corrupt and
unwise, and there's tremendous resentment against the military. It's
been pointed out about the traditicnal grouping of people in Vietnamese



society: The %fop group--the group with the most prestige--are scholars,
the second group are farmers, the third group--a low third--are the a
busiress and trade people, and the bottom are the military. To have a
military covernment, particularly one that cannot even be respected in
terms of jidgment, integrity, or political enlightenment, is a kind —-
of indir:ziny, especially for Hue people who pride themselves on being
government families. Of course there is strong anti-

ciple as well zs a matter of specific government.

Also there are more anti-American feelings kecause cf the feelings of
naticnalism and the feeling that the Americans are more and more in-
truding themselves on Vietnamese decision-making. (A Vietnamese friend
here in this country said tc me the other day, "Now American planes
£ly directly to Da Nang and Cam Ranh. Now Americans come into my -
country without even permission from my government.®) There is, of
course, ambiguity there in that they want the Americans to help change
the government or make it better and yet they don't want the Americans
to interfere in the government. Yet, in the expressed desire that they
want the Americans to do something to better the government, I think
they're keing guite realistic in that they know the Americans can.

The Americans have the wherewithal to pressure the Saigon government -
in almost any direction--not always and not in any direction but pret-

ty much, and the Vietnamese people know this. This is another cause

for resentment--who of us would like to feel that we're just kind of —
cwned by ancther people no matter what the good intentions might be?
My own experience is that there are many pecple in Hue who appreciate
and are grateful to the Americans for coming and helping to fight the
Communists, but they don’'t feel the Americans should take over the
country «r tell ihem what to do.

Youth and Students

Besides my teaching in Deng Khanh School, I taught a few of what IVS
calles "volunteer” classes: c<lasses we do on cur own outside of our
regular teaching assignment. I did most of my outside teaching to a
Boy Scout group and to the Voluntary Youth Association, because I
wanted to help and asscciate with these young people who were engaged
in the kinds of activities that their country so badly needs:; activi-
ties that develep a feeling of community and activities to better the
weifare ¢f their fellow countrvymen. .

Th= Boy Scout crganizaticon in Vietnam is a member cf the Internaticnal
Buy SzZca*ts and has been gquite active. The organization in Hue has —
sean particularly viabkle with 2 minimum of internal conflict, which
1s scomething r¢ say in view of the situation of complex conflicts
wnich exists in Vietnam, There are Catholic troops and Buddhists
trecps and cne mixed, there 1s a group of Girl Scocuts and Girl Guides
snd some yFirls are Cub Scout leaders, and all groups cooperate with
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each other. At least this was the situation before the Tet offensive
last year. Since then the Scouts have attempted to help in the re-
building but it’s very difficult because of the situation and atmos~
phere of uncertainty and the fact that the Rover Scouts and most Scout
leaders sre draft age. In fact, most of the leaders I knew have been
drafted. The group I taught were mostly Cub Scout leaders who happened
also to we mainly primary school teachers--young men of draft age,

scme with families, some not yet married. There were in the class

two or three university students and one high school student who were
active in the Scouts.

The university students for whom I have a great deal of respect are
those in the Veluntary Youth Association. This is a group of students
whoe have mixed backgrounds--Catholic, Buddhist, prominent families,
rural homes--whc have gotten together for, one, to establish a commun-
ity spirit among themselves; they get together, sing songs, go on day
camps together. They gave a wonderful feeling of togetherness which
13 very much needed in Vietnam. The main purpose is to do things in
their spare time for their countrymen, things that are needed. For
instance, they held a work camp to build a fence around the school
yard in a pccr district bescause buffalos went across the school yard,
and the fence would keep the buffalos out and the children in. At

Tet time they make Tet rice cakes and take them to the leprosarium
along with other little gifts that they have bought and prepared them-
selves. For preparing the rice cakes, they have an all-day and all-
night party to make and cook the cakes which have to be cooked many
hours. They dig a hole in the ground, make a fire and cook the cakes
in a barrel buried in the ground, and while the cakes are cooking they
sit arcund the fire singing songs, playing games until late and then

& few of the boys stay watching the fire all night. They not only do
things for people, they give of themselves in a wonderful way. I was
very <lose to a lot of these students; I not only taught English class-
es there, I went with them on a work camp and attended many of their
activities. A lot of IVSers have worked closely with the VYA since
the organization’s inception in Saigon several years ago. Not all

the students were inclined to these kinds of group endeavors or were
akble to find such constructive outlets for their frustrations.

I've tried a lot to figure out the motivations, especially of those
who were active with the Struggle Movement. What was the whole scene
in Vietnam? It seemed to me that the whole thing was largely one of
agraat big frustraticn. None of these university students have ever
ilived at a time when their country was not involved in some kind of
struyggle: There were relatively quiet years in the middle to late
tls~-seemingly quiet--it was not until about 1958 or 1959 that there
were terrorist activities on the part of the Communists, but there
was always the memory of the war with the French and the disruptions
caused by that war, the partition of the country, political instability
and the increasing tyranny cf the Diem government. The intellectuals,
I knew, in the late 50s were becoming increasingly disaffected with
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Tuture, <o say nothing of the present.

whe Diem Jovernment. So there has always been this uncertaincy of the

We aan o=sk . why are these kids in college? One answer is that this is
what @ oer middle class person does, and alse this ig 2 means of
atquir.o. .. profession sc that one can have the means to lead = good
L1 E: Buvo .3 there an answer for the student who wiil study in school
Fote lewvs zchool to ge to war, who zees no meaning in the future,
© primary mope 1s simply to survive? What do they have to look

L

Surely tne thinking student is a very troubled and frustrated
helpless in what seems to bea Vietnam's fate. And the songs
rature Ior many vears have reflected this kind of tragic en-
t

- future, where 1s he to channel these desires, through
wiat ounbtlet can he work off his feelings of frustration? The South
aLnarese government has been ineffective in building some sort of
ideoloegical program or something that will unite people-=that will
draw pecpie to anvthing:; there's just no unity in South Vietnar. And
‘mogorry to say, the American government and its efforts in Vietnam
nave keen justas 1if not even more ineffectiwve in this respect than
the South Viernamese government. The government, egpecially after
the struygle zgainst the Diem regime, was go apprehensive of student
power that they did everything they could to try and hold the students
downn rather than te channel their energies or their frustrationz into
something constructive. Mr. Stubbs, whe talked in his debrief about
the struggle againet the Huong government, said that the Buddhists
clazimed that tha Huong government was against the Buddhists. What he
didn’t mention was that Huong put out an order or it was beliewved that
re put out an corder that university students were not to participate
in politics, they were not to be politically active, they were not to
organize themselves into political groups, and the same went for the
Buddhists., If it weren't for this, the students might have gone along
with the a:vilian Huong covernment--I think there was a great deal of
respact for Huono as a man of integrity, but this seemed to put the top
thie pressure cocker and the pressure mounted and blew, becauss stu-
uents are naturally interested in politics: they‘re interested in their
owrn Tutures and the future of their country, and most of the students
1 kKnow are very much concerrned about Vietnam as a nation and what is to
Lacome of Vietnam.

M
3

so many mixed feelings——-ambivalent feelings: feelings
tnamese traditions and Vietnamese culture and particu-
rmese literature and poetry and music: and feelings of
revive bheen dominated by the Chinese, they've been dom-
nch and are dominated now by Western technolegy and
¢ in this respect. So, with these ambivalent feel-
Che memsnt they may be fiercely proud of their country and the
moment this hopelese feeliung of, "Oh well, we can't do anything

13
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Pclitics and the Struggle Ferce

Into this 3tmosphere of uncertainty, ambivalence, and futility

comes & wroup who will channel the frustrations and desires. This
was tie Suruggle Movement or Struggle Force—-not the Buddhist strug-
gle aczy the Diem regime, but the Struggle Force (Luc Luong Tranh
Dau; nhersuafter referred to as SF) which bubkled and boiled through
most of 19€4 and 1965 and burst into full bloom in the spring of
1966 in Hue =nd Da Nang, and whom most American newspapermen called
the Buddhists,

I save a rather different view from Mr. Stubbs regarding the begin-
ning ¢f ths 1966 struggle movement. Perhaps it‘s irrelevant, but he
seemed to fesl that the popularity of General Thi played the major
role in <he smruggle in Hue. In my opinion and in the opinion of
others-~in fact I was told this by an American newspaperman-~the SF
was pianning and crganizing for an outbreak and push in May when
Tr.ieu and Ky provided the logical cue by kicking out General Thi in
March--the match to light the pile. But by this time I think that
General Thi would have been effective with +the SF only if he went
along with them. By this time they were pushing along on their own
and they just used Thi’s oust as a weapon, because after they got
underway we heard very little abcut Thi. Maybe Mr. Stubbs, in his
official position, heard more about him, but my impression was that
talk very quickly went on to other things that they were using to
rouse the public.

What I want tc do is conrect all this up with the involvement of the
students. There seems to me to be a big tendency on the part of the
Americans to lump all the students who opposed the Vietnamese govern-—
ment and the Americans under the label of Communist. This has been
the tendency of whatever government has been in power in Saigon as
long as I have been there; this was something the Diem government
used to do--anyone, from political opponent to highway bandit, was a
Communist. I think our government went along with this, and there
was a lot of feeling, I think, that the students in Hue were more
Communist than those in Saigon. This may be true to some extent but
I rather decub® it. I don't mean to say that there may not have been
more sympathy for the Communists, but as far as being Communists is
concerned, my feeling was that no, most of them were not. I believe
most ¢f them thought cf themselves as being anti-Communists. I don't
rean te say that there weren't Communists among the students: of
¢ourse there were.

My own opinion--and I may be wrong--is that the SF was, if not con-
trolled by Communists, at least manipulated by Communists to the ex-
tent that was necessary for Communist control. Whether or not every
aspect was controlled by Communists was not important as long as

they could use the movement for their own ends. Most of the students
believed themselves if neot fighting against the Communists at least
not fighting for them. The réason why I felt that the SF was pretty
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The SF tried for akout a week to make scmething of this girl but it
didn’'t work. Then there were a couple unsuccessful attempts at self-
immelaticn on the steps of a pagoda in Hue. There was a nursing stu-
dent gir: wheo nailed her hand to the table and wrote a2 protest letter
in blocd from her hand. The nurses around tried to stop her or dis-
suade har biut she continued until they toted her to the hospital. At
this poilnt, a lot of young kids got carried away and did terrible
things, but there was no one of real stature, such as in 1963, who
martyred themselves. 1In 1963, there were several highly respected
paople who martyred themselves for a valid cause and they were very
effective. Rut in 1966 there was not this same cause nor the same
feeling, and such attempts just didn't come off, and the SF went with-
out a big martyr. They almost gct one--if General Ky had been stupid
enough to send in his tanks at the time when the SF in Hue was expect-
ing him and were all set up on the streets with road blocks and young
students cut manning them. There were big rock piles along some main
strests readvy for handy throwing. A group of university students
were organized as a suicide squadron with flashy orange neck scarves
and rifles they'd been issued by somebody. All the SF needed (and
I°'m sure wanted, because there were plenty of dispensable students)
was for the tanks to come, the students fight, and for one student

to get killed. One would have been enough, and the movement would
have had a martyr to carry all Hue. But someone in Saigon was very
wise and didn't send in troops at that time and we lost none of our
students.

Here was an organizaticn that was going full swing:; there were people
to write up incendiary articles, people to manage the strikes and
demonstrations and the market shut-down, people to run the radio
station--they had the station going almost all day. They began hav-
ing broadcasts in English for the Americans. I'm afraid the student
annguncer with the best English was one of my very close friends

- who had learned some of his English from me. But I'm sure he was
gulte naive as to the behind-the-scenes operations. It was very in-
teresting to watch all this--the obvious manipulations. They would
say one thing on the radio one day and the next day contradict them-
selves, and each time the people would believe even the contradic-
tions. Of course there were some of the well-educated people who
were skeptical and who were forced to just sit back and be quiet and
wait and see what was going to happen.

This unwillingness to come out on one side or the other is another
thing that Americans don't fully understand--and Bill Stubbs indi-
caved that prevalent among the American officials was an attitude
of resentment and injury that the Vietnamese were ungrateful in
their destruction of American "gifts" to the Vietnamese people and
that some of the people wouldn't come out in support of the govern-
ment. What Americans really don't realize is that it is frequently
not cnly a person's job and livelihood that is at stake, but it
coulid be his life. As long as the SF was able to control the town
and the people and ccntrcl the police force and the army--which was

4z



reaily fre thing--ns one would dare to resist. No policeman could
keep corder contrary to the SF. In fact, ne policemsn has dared make
& move since the fall ¢f the Diem regime because ¢f the unpopular
- “tey made during the Diem regime, and they fear retaliation
‘wnilies. As a law enforcement agerncy they couldn't do
an direct traffic and collect fines from overloaded
=n ordinary citizen, even cne 1n a respronsible pesition,
~+nd was risking his neck. He might be willing to do that
‘ what about his family and ail the people whe depend
lieiitood? These too are things that we don’
rerdepandent Vietnamese pecople are, and in what uncer-
anqer they live: individuals are noct freea gither in
ependarce or in terms ¢f political safsty, to expose
we do.

;.__
3

‘5 ko

rhomy gt

rave seul 1n Hue, an independentmthink%ng womnan who
. ed for years in actlvities to help her country's
o ueu Si*e got &l
L P

o well with Americans {eausing jealousies and

¢ pecple of Hue), was extremely nelpful and friend-
jy £.0 LL@ IS peop]e int Hue, thought always in terms of meaninagful
projects, znd was not sympathetiec to the Communists. Because she
remzined friendiy with the Americans through the SF's anti-American
campaign and bE-ﬁ”se sne was well known in Hue and yet was critical
i the 8F, she finally found it necessary to leave Hue since she
elt (with =ood reascn} that her life was in danger. She then tock
action fo get her sister cout of the area. Because one cculdn't pre-~
dict the direcition the struggle 1n Hue wouid tzke, speed was advis-
akble.

i3

Her sister was working for an AID contract medical team in Quang Tri
vhen she received word to ileave Quang Tri as scon as possible, I
nelreve she left with only a day or twe's notice, which was an un-
ferturate thirg. but ghe had little choice under the circumstarces.
Tb~ top ALD mar 1n Quang Tri was Jjustifizbly put cut, but, unjusti-
; e refused to try te understand the reality of the situaa-
tne type of fami.Ly responsikility that exists in Vietnam,
ha was s0 le:k*nw in understanding and so spiteful, that for
sing time afier that he quite dEleera+e;y tried to make trouble
S5 the OldE“ sister who got 2 job working for AID in Nha Trang
; io a Tietnamese person wao had been so Suppcrtlve of
zhould suffer as much trouble as she did at the
American agencies,

i vhe youonger sister’s situation in Quang Tri there is another
exaople of American lauk ¢ understanding of Vietnamese cultural
vaie28. The Americans liked to have parties and would invite the

surls quLkLF“ for them, Vietnamese &as a rule don't have
woe wind of parcies that Americans like and those girls preferred
obo owo to the parties. However, they felt cobiiged to go, felt
that in order e hold their jobs they were expected te attend the
American partles. Whetker this was the intent of the ipvitations
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or a misperception on the part of the girls, it was nevertheless how
they f=l7. Asf if that weren’t enough, the American men nagged the Viet-
namese girls to dance with them, cften would not take no for an an-
swer. It was as though they couldn't conceive that the girls really
didn’t wani te dance. I'm sure it never crossed their self-confident
Americar rale minds that such behavicr might be offensive or even
repugnarnt. t¢ the girls. But, worse than that, was that those Ameri-
cans-=qulite unaware of the signifidance of the differences in values
-=were actually trying to alienate those girls from their own society.
They were trying to force them intc sccial behavior that was not gen-
erally acceptable 1n vietnamese society and that would identify them
as being the Americans’ girl friends. From a Vietnamese point of
view, particularly in the ccnservative Hue and Quang Tri areas,
there’s noct much worse you can say about a respectable Vietnamese
girl.}

The remark 1s often made thnat the people in Hue are always anti-this
and anti=that but never for anything. I think this is typical of
protest groups. This was my feeling parcicularly at the time of the
prctest against the Huong government. There hiad been so much clamor
for a civilian government and Huong had keen appeinted or chosen by
a group of people who were supposed to represent all factiomns. It
seemed the best of all possible governments at the time, despite
some failings and the dictum against political activities. It was
the anti-anti-expression in the protests without any pro- that im-
pressed me at the time.

I talked to one monk who was very active in the Buddhist prctests.

I asked him three times in three different ways what it was he wanted
to replace the Huong government, granted that the Hucng government
was at fault in denying the Buddhists and students the right of polit-
iczal activity, and he side-stepped my gquestion each time--very ob-~
vicus side-steppihg. I was wishing afterwards I had keen clever
enough to have asked him in Vietnamese for the benefit of his young
admirers in the background, but perhaps it was just as well that I
didrn.’t make him lose face=-1f it were likely--in front of his co=-
horts and possikly compromise the safety of my companion--a Vietnam-
ese girl, ¢r compromise my own relations in Hue--the political sit-
uation was quite tense, This monk-~-who was a farce as a monk as

far as I'm concerned--was very, very fluent in English--a little too
fluent--he gave me his Speech for Americans, complete with beauti-
ful analogies and appropriate shrugging of shoulders:; he was a very
smooth arrogant man who was disrespectful toward his superior { a
real monk} and who, I heard later, used to work for USAID in Saigon
and became a monk at the time of the overthrow of Diem. Whether

or not he was a Communist I don‘t know; but he was certainly not a
real Buddhist.



Axtitudes Since the Tet Offensive. 1968

Regardine rhe feelings in Hue since Tet, I ;hauld first say that my
krowlodgs 1s limited because I know only what I hear from my friends,
and not to.ng there I have no contact with certain levels of pecple
nhs Sinarlly would Hawe if I were there. For example, I don't
faave corc ot with many students; many students naturally are strong-
zilstic aﬁd want to do something positive for their country,
iite “ﬁturangh scme of them are wery anti-American cr at
—American—-policy in Vietnam, But I don’t have any wWay now
real reacticon from these people. Letters are not suffi-
‘ :se peug e van't szy what they really think in letters.
if Fh“rp wa2re pc such thing as censcorship or guestion of secur-
it’ rd encugh to communicate having to write things down and
without p& Un-Lo-person contact. S¢ I don't have these contacts,
bat, from whst I do hear, 1 have the impression that a substantial
proporvion of the populatien of Hue really hate the v¢. The V¢
killed so many people. But there is growing feecling against the
Americans--what I first heard was that some pecple hate the VC the
most and the Americans next and the rest of the pecple hate the
Americans the must and the V¢ next; there isn't much difference be-
twaen them--they're both evil. An American who went to Hue a few
menths after Tet made the remark that the only difference between
the ¥YC and the Americans was that the VC were discriminate and the
Americans were indiscriminate. The Americans succeeded in siaught-
- ering more people than the V¢ did.

also @
nrl

But what I've beep hearing recently--over a period of months--first,
was that the psople in Hue feel that the Americans blasted Hue the
way they did on purpnse in revenge against the Hue pecple being anti-
American and anti-government. I myself feel there's a great deal of
Justificztion for this feeling; because of what I've known of Ameri-
can feelings. this would ke vwery consistent, it might very well be
true that s lot more damage was done than might otherwise have been
done. The feeling I°ve teen hearing more recently is that they're
hlaming the Americans for letting the VC come in in the first place.
The Bmericins let them come in sc that the Hue people would see

what the VO are rezlly like, or they could have protected Mie but
trey didn’'t becauvse they didn't care about Hue. Of course, a iot

of this docesn’t seem reasonable and my own feelinyg is that these
rezelings sxaggerate, but what is important is what the people be-
iisve waether it's justified or nct. {Since the time of this de-

af f{December 19681, I have learned trat Scuth Vietnamese cfficers
=17ed crders to show no mercy to the civilian population in Hue

in frahitang the Comrunists at Tet. The officers who received these
crdevs, bsving ne leve for Hue people, were entirely sympathetic
with the crders.d

I would like to make clear what I mean by the term “viet Cong" ({VC}.
When I say "Viet Cong” I mean what the words literally mean: Viet-
nawese Communists or Vietnamese Communism (Viet Nam Cong San).



(It is a customary practice in Vietnamese languade tc take one ele-
ment from each of twe or more compound words and ccmbine them.) So
I mean Viethamese Communists, whether Southerners or Northerners,
Nortrerners being the North Vietnamese regular army and Scutherners
beimgy m-ars of what is popularly called in the West the National
Liberzt:i - Front but which is more correctly translated as Front for
the Libsrstion of the South Region (Mat Tran Giai Phong Mien Nam}

or People's South Region Liberation Front {(Mat Tran Dan Toc Giai
Fhong Mi2n Nam), I had thought originally that the Liberation Front
itself gave the title National Liberation Front in order to give
mere respectability in Western eyes, but I was interested to note

in a bonk in English published in Hanoi that I saw in a bookstore
here tkat their translation was a more correct cne, without the name
Nabional,

I understand that in the vC groups in Hue at the time cf Tet there
were sometimes Noriherners and sometimes laocal pecple. I presume
that most of the Liberation Front people there were from Central
Vietnam: there wouldn’t be too much reason for bringing Southerners
up to the Central region. But, at any rate, both groups seem to
work very closely together. I heard this from the American girl

whe replaced me in September 1967, was captured by the VC at Tet,
and spent two months as a captive in the mountains. I‘ve also heard
this from Vietnamese friends. For example, a friend of mine in Hue
kad beer working for the Americans and was also well known in Hue.
Her brothers who were in the army and were home for Tet were cap-
tured by the VC. She herself was able to hide. When she would hear
VC around who spoke Northern dialect she would come ont and help her
sister with the ccoking, but if she heard Hue dialect she knew they
would recognize her and she remained in hiding. She was very lucky;
she managed to escape.

Tet 1968

The story of Sandra‘s capture is an interesting one. I'm nct sure my
version of it is entirely accurate, but I think it's clase.

First, 1 sheuld explain that IVs likes to encourage its members to
stay at thelr staticns during Tet because tkis is the most important
time of yvear for the Vietnamese, and this is +he time when IVSers
Tan visit their friends and be visited by them, exchange all the
preper greetings, and participate in +he many Tet season activities.
At the time, three IVS girls were living in the house in Hue, but
two of them went to Saigon for Tet. One of the girls has a Viet-
namese fsmily in Saigon whom she considers her family. (She used to
teach in the south and nearly always spent what time she spent in
Saigon with this famiiy.} Of course, it was natural for her to go
"home" to Saigon for Tet. The other girl also used to teach in the
south and went to Saigcn to visit friends. Another woman who was a
Qzaker doctor in Quarg Ngai province came to Hue for Tet and was
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staying in the IVS house with Sandra. Inm our hcuse in Hue we khad a
typlcal Vietnamese bunker=-a very heavy weoden bed which was three
iarge five-inch-thick hardwood hoards acrosg two horses, and sand-
bmas zround the sides. This is where the girls would zo if there was
firino . mortar attacks., There had been warnings that the ¥ might
atia Ter, but Sandra assumed, as did everyone else apparently,
than wouild be the usnali kind of v¢ attack--a small force coming
i i r.44le of the night and withdrawing before daylight. She
WiE S 2k and when she heard heawy firing which seemed close,

she woke g Marge, the doctor, wao shrugged and went back to sleep—-
stored ro shelling and fighting in Quang Ngai. But the

£l =me more intense and was closer so the two girls get under
tie .

The detaiis and pericds of time are ncet at all clear to me, but it
st have bean some hours Later--during the day--that the VO banged
crn the doonrs, tried to get in but didn't break in the docrs which
were heavily barred against thieves, and called cut asking if there
was anycne inside to open up. The girls didn't respend and the VC
went awzy. For a couple of days they remained hidden in the bunker,
sresking out of the bunker tc the tecilet which was cioseby and
subsisting on water from the bottle of boiied toorthbrushing water

and driet sweet potatoes that had been brought as a Tet present by

a Vietnamese friend, {The dcor between the main house and the kitch-
en was Locked and barred because it was so easy to break inte the
kitchen from the outside.} The girls were able tc peer cut and see
that +the V¢ kzd set up a gun emplacement im our yard, which was a
good piace (for them) because we had a well and there were lots of
frees for camouflage. The next day or sc they tried again to enter
and fired some shots into the air. This alarmed the girls so they
opened up and two cr three VC came in arid searched the house. pre-

-

sumakly for weapcns or other hidden people.

Thar they talked to the girls, explaining what they were doing in
5 ‘ at the girls were to stay in the house, and making clear

that they, the 7, were not going to take anything from the house.,
(Eota 7irls had been in Vietnam only about five monthe so their
smese was not very fiuent but communication was possible.)
xed the girls questicns and when one of the girls asked them
whore they were from, they replied matter-of-factly that one of them
wis from the North and one was from Thua Thien province. While they
were twatking, the Awmerican military bejan dropping mortars in the
res It's interesting to mote that when there was a cicse one the
] the floor® but the Vo didn‘t move, just nonchalantly

fe giris to get up. Then they went back outside and the
red to the bunker, put Sandra just escsped being caught
by one moroar Taat came right through the roof into the livingrcom.

Sometimes that --perhaps very scon ¢r perhiaps the next day--
the VO, ntly withdrawing from the area, came back in and tock
e girls away irto the mountalns. At times they were in groups
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with other priscrers, including American men, and young Vietnamese
men who wsre presumably being taken for training cr indoctrination.
For several days they were kept on the move: it was = difficult time
because mrey weren't accustomed to long hours of marching, and some-
times espacially at night it was cold. The girls were treated well,
nct mistreated irn any way apparently. Marge, the doctor, was very
helpful in yiving small medical assistance and maintairning morale,
but ske kecame quite sick herself and asked the VC for medicine.
They brought in a vC€ doctor for her who gave her better medicine
than she nad asked for. The first of April the girls were released.
Trey were luckier than cther Americans captured. Marge has just re-
turned, eight rionths later, to Vietram to continue her work as a
doctor.

I wiwid like wo say one thing for the record because I don't know

“E it’s been said arnywhere publicly, and that is about the behavior
eI the American Marines in Hue. After the fighting was over and Hue
was ovcupled almost sclely by the military, many people were not in
thalr hores: they nad fled to the countryside or had refugzeed to the
University Faculty cf Pedagegy area. During this time, the American
Marires occupied many homes and defiled the Buddhist altars, defe-
cating arcund the altars and in other places (such as in suitcases,
as I know from one resident), destroyed furniture and shot up cars
and other items of perswnal property.

The point I want to mazke is that this sort of thing happens often in
war-=soldiers behaving guite badly. The interesting thing is that
the Viet Cong, though they killed many people anrnd restricted move-
ment in some areas so that people weren't able to egcape the fighting,

didn’rt do any of these wantonly destructive things. From all I gather,

they didn't destroy property just te be destroying it; they didn‘t
defile or do anything to the Catholic church or to any of the relig-
1018 places, and +they didn’'t steal. They make guite a point of this
-=of not stealing amd nct locting. There was a troupe of musicians
from North Viektnam that came in: they took three instruments from
the Naticnal Censervatory of Music in the Citadel, and left a note
saving that they had taken them. After the fighting when the vC had
withdrawn and the area was cccupied by the South Vietnamese troops
and the Americans, all the rest of the musical instruments were des-
zreyed or stolemn.

One district was occupied by the VC for 26 days, but one of those
dzys the VC withdrew taking the people with them, and the South Viet-
rarese marines came in. (During the time the VC cccupied the area,
they didrn't allow the people living there to leave so as to escape
e fighting.) When the VC© came back in to that district, bringing
the people back witk *hem, the people found that just in that one

day so much had Leen s+tolen from their hemes. I heard that from

twe scurces. 1°'ve heard from several sources that the American
Marines stole tape recorders and radios and the Vietnamese govern-—
ment. Trcoops stole everything else--clothes and other things. One
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weman, whern the streets were clear enough, went tack toc the home where
she’'d keen living and not even her conical hat was lert. Apparently
there was @ pericd cf time during which, in scme areas, the pecple
feroad to withdraw hecause of cccupation by troops-—-perhaps about
. +¥a fighting was over. Some of the peopie who lived on the

¥ the river--~the area first tc be held by Ameéricin troops
their remes tc find them first defiled asnd damaged by
and after a second forced withdrawzal, lcoted by the

~ze troops. This kind of thing sesms to be consistently

South Vlet
reported .
1 %new trese thingsgo o ina war--—these are the tihings that happen.
The sc.diers reaiily don't care abeout the pecple in the area; it's
ot theid ~me. their families are not living there-~-they just don't
. Byt ¢f oourse, this khas its effect on people. And it‘s inter-
4 -o note that the Communists apparently did ncne ¢f this; they
d te ke for trhe most part very well organized, and I judge morale
qiite good. There was scwe indiscriminate kiiling. I heard cne
e. wrich was told in a rather vague way, about one house where

: 1o drivers sitting in the back when scme VC came to
cnte know whether or not the drivers were hiding or
eenly., (I have the impressicn that the Communists
1l pecple who attempted tc hide or escape them.) The

tended to kK
e asked a giri in the front of the house if therc was anybody there
snd she said No. Again, it's not clear whether she said nc bhecause
wers in the yvard behind the house or recause she was at
3 »id ther, put the VO came through and discovered the
drivers. Without z2sking any guestions they killed the two men on
the spot; I don't remembexr whether or not they killed the girl. But
we ¢an be sure that these two oycleo drivers were not bad corrupt
~errment officizis or enemies of the pecple 1in any way—--Jjust two
soor cower-class people. S0 this kind cf thing went on, and I'm sgure
Frare was mich personal-spite killing. Alsec, undoubtedly some units

were nob a2z well benaved as others.

Temphing Lo 2

1t is extremeiv difficult to judge the reasoning behind many of the
v acticns or +to predict what they will do in any given situation,
wab ir isx evident that there is reasoning--and considerable dis-
cipline. Whereas, on the American side, the seeming lack cf dis-
cipline and ideclegy, the certain lack of any attitudes of respect
cr anpeern for the Vietnamese people, and the lack of any real
snderstanding of the pelitical and psycholcgical factors operating
in Vietnsm and in Hue conly served to worsen the American image

ard posinion.

vouath Programs

o . e ! 4 . TR Tz S
in veading ths “Debrief «f a Youth Advisoer, vietnam"~ which discussg—
es  Viermsmese youth programs prior to 1966, I thought that some cf
the cbheervericns and evalusztions of the cokservations were good., I

i. LDetriasf No. l8eelz
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felt that overall he was rather optimistic, but I suppose you have

to be that way if you’re going to push or instigate these kinds of
programs. I myself am much more skeptical about the effectiveness of
the way the American and Vietnamese governments are organizing such
programs. One thing that impressed me so much about his discussion
was that these youth programs are so much an American-initiated thing.
Even though he doesn't want the American influence to be obvious,

I'm sure that American influence and domination is quite apparent

and certainly felt by the Vietnamese youth.

In connection with that, I want to bring up a statement he made about
anti-American feelings. He said, "In varying forms there is an anti-
American dimension to all of these tendencies. 1In some cases it is
disagreement with the American way of working and in others it is a
deep and vioclent resentment against the total American presence.
While this does not receive a great deal of covert expression at the
moment, it has within itself a great possibility for disastrous ex-
pression in the future.” Yet I felt that he didn't carry this ex-
cellent cbservation into later considerations for American-implemented
programs. My own feeling is, only by Vietnamese people actually doing
the initiating and crganizing can you get a really basic movement.

A nation can't be built by outsiders, it has to be internal. There
are a lot of young Vietnamese intellectuals who have already worked
in youth programs, including initiating programs. There is the pos-
sibility, of course, that the bulk of them have become too disillus-
icned and resentful +o be effective. Some of them have become so
disgusted and discouraged that they'wve just quit these kinds of ac-
tivities because they feel so helpless and the situation has so de-
teriorated. Others can no longer be effective because they've be-
ccme too closely identified with top Vietnamese power dgroups; one
previcusly very active and well-liked person is now working for the
government and has thus alienated many of his previous associates

who don’t trust the government.

What role should the American government play? As small a one as
possible, and whatever it is, it should be limited to pressuring
the Vietnamese government to initiate its own programs and perhaps
making available training programs in social organization and group
dynamics. But it should be Vietnamese doing the organizing within
a framework of Vietnamese values, not American values. The U.S.
should not do the funding--vVietnamese people always know when the
U.S. is behind something, especially they can always smell the CIA.
Any association with the CIA cripples any program. The reascn I
suggest training programs is because the U.S. is probably foremost
in the world in the field of social psychology. ©ne of the big-
gest failings of the American government in terms of international
relations is its failure to acknowiedge and utilize the intelluc-
tual resources of its own country, much less those of other ccun-
tries.
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If there's doing te be any alternative to Communism in South ¥Vietnam,
I think there has to ke the sort cof movement that the youth adviscr
talks about in his debrief, but it has to take place within a Viet~
namese framework; Vietnamese values, not American, have to operate.
And, if we as a nation are goiny to have cur hand in it, we have to
underst.znd thoroughly these operating Vietnamese values and have. to
understand all the complexities of the situation itself, which we
certainly don’'t now, judging by the decisions and actions that have
been taken. TIf we're not going to do that, we might as well go ahead
and agree to a comprcmise situation in whick the Communists wiil
eventually <¢ome cut on top and which we will call a compromise or
nevtrality or something to save face. Maybe it's too late for any-
thing else, anyway.
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