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S. STIBBENS

Just what the hell is a Marine?

World War 1l movies depict him as being seven
feet tall, carrying a .50 caliber machine gun in his
hand, firing, swearing and charging! He'd stop now
and then to bite into a grenade pin, and then hurl
the deadly missile with pinpoint accuracy, knocking
out a piflbox.

A Marine in Vietnam averages six feet tall, carries
an M-16 and as many canteens as he feels neces-
sary. He'll stop now and then to bite into a chunk
of C-ration chocolate, knocking off a mosquioto.

He may be a tired, dirty, hungry, grumpy, un-
shaven hulk, wearing a soiled, crumpied, camou-
flaged, baggy utility uniform which never seems to
fit. Atop his head is a camouflaged pot which causes
him many lumps and headaches.

Around his neck, entwined in the chain of his dog-
tags may be a St. Christopher's Medal, Mezzuzah or
a peace symbol.

His feet are encased in a pair of jungle boots with
thick soles and heels, topped with canvas. The can-
vas lets the feet "'breathe,' and the water from the
rice paddy to escape.

A minor difficulty arises, however, when the grunt
remains in the paddy muck and mire for days at
a time,
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Portrait
of a
Marine

Generally, tied to his cartridge belt is a poncho
to protect him from the monsoon rains which pro-
vide a steady downpour for three months of the
year. He'll also carry a long sock which contains his
food, consisting of meat, noodles and packages of
coffee and hot chocolate.

Today's Marine Viet vet is a kid; young in years
but generally old and wise in the ways of guerrilla
warfare. Many are serving their second tours in the
'Nam.

He's a terror on the attack; he's a shadow on pa-
trol and a sharpshooter on ambushes. But, he's a
lot more than that. :

He's the blond, round eyed kid sharing a cold ;
meal with a Vietnamese orphan; he's the black,
sweating man from 'Bama who's helping build a ]
school for the kids in a small 'ville south of |
Da Nang.

He's the reddish looking corporal from the Pa.
pago reservation in a place called “San Xavier,”

Today’'s Marine comes in a variety of colors,
shapes and forms, carrying an assortment of weap-
ons and accents. ]

But there's one thing which binds the different |
shades, shapes and sizes together . . . a thing Ma-
rines know as '‘esprit de Corps!'—BARTLETT.




Portrait
of the
Enemy

Just who the hell is the enemy?

Unlike previous combat situations, the enemy in
the Republic of Vietnam is not always uniformed.
He does not entrench himself in a specific area
which might be considered "enemy territory.”

In Vietnam, ‘“Indian country’’ is north, south, east
and west. The enemy may be the kid selling sodas
outside the gate, the old lady who does the laundry
or the Vietnamese barber. Generally, he fits into one
of three categories.

In remote areas, the enemy is normally a loner.
Chances are, he fought against, or for the French
and retained his rifle. He's a farmer by day, and a
soldier at night, more proficient at the latter, yet too
dangerous to discount when drawing up battle plans.

He probably wears baggy black “pajamas,” Ho
Chi Minh sandals and carries a Carbine. Because
he's a loner, he does his fighting close to home, on
familiar ground. He'll snipe at Marine patrols, then
go underground, hiding in a cave or spider hole un-
til the Americans give up the chase and continue
with their mission.

On the next rung of the enemy ladder is a mem-
ber of a cell. He's probably very young, forced at
gun point or scared into joining the Viet Cong
through threats to his family and loved ones.

NIAMOH '8

He wears a part of a uniform, usually a tan shirt.
He's given a weapon (generally a used AK-47),
a pair of black soled sneakers, a canteen or water
bottle and a bandoleer of bullets. He generally
carries a few crudely made hand grenades, probably
manufactured in his own village.

As a member of a larger hard core unit, he may
be ordered to probe or attack small Marine outposts
or patrols, Generally the unit he's attached to is of
squad or company size, although Marines encoun-
tered a regiment during Operation Star Lite in 1965.

At the top of the ladder is the North Vietnamese
Army regular who is uniformed, well equipped and
equally well trained. His uniform may be tan or dark
green and his weapon, grenades and other pieces of
field equipment are new and well cared for.

By American standards, the enemy is small; aver-
aging around five feet, four inches in height, weigh-
ing 110 to 120 pounds, but he's tough and wiry.
He's accustomed to the heat and the monsoon rains.
He's worked hard all his life, He's not afraid to die,
believing in reincarnation.

He can live off the land, knowing what to eat and
where to fill his canteen. He speaks the language of
the people, and by removing his uniform, can blend
in or strike anywhere . . . at any time.—BARTLETT
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An Act of Congress on February 4, 1919, established the
Navy Cross (then the third highest Navy decoration). Another
Act of Congress on August 7, 1942, placed the Navy Cross
ahead of the Dlsﬁngulshed Service Medal, thereby making it
the second highest Navy decoration. It is awarded to officers
and enlisted men of the Navy and Marine Corps who distin-
guish themselves by extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an armied enemy.

Navy Cross Recipients
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ABSHIRE, Bobby W. Cpl
*ABSHIRE, Richard F. Sgf
*ADAMS, John F. LCpl

ADAMS, Lawrence R. Il Capt

ALFONSO, Vincent Pfc

ALLEN, Yale G. Cpl
*®ALMEIDA, Russell V. LCpl

AMBROSE, Gerald D. LCpi
*AMENDOLA, Willet R. Cpl

ANDERSON, John T. Sgt

ARMSTRONG, Russell P. SSgt
*ARQUERO, Elpidic A. SSgt
*ASTON, James M. Pfc

BADNEK, Samuel J. Pvt
*BAGGETT, Curtis F. SSgt

BARNES, Robert C. SSgt

BARNETT, Robert L. Cp!

BARRETT, James J. Cpl

BARRETT, John J. Capt

BASKIN, Richard W, Sgt

BATCHELLER, Gordan D, Capt

BATEMAN, Kent C. Ma|
*BEAULIEV, Leo V. Pfc

BELL, Van D. Jr. LCpl.
*BENDORF, David G. LCpl

BENOIT, Ronald R. 2dLt

BERGER, Donald J. 2dLt

BINNS, Ricardo C. LCpi

BIRD, William C. Pfc
*BLANN, Stephen LCpl
*BLEVINS, Thomas L. Jr, Cpl

BOGAN, Richard E. LCpl

BRADY, Eugene R. LiCol

BRANDYNER, Martin L. Capt (2)

*BRANTLEY, Leray Cpl
*BROWN, Ddvid H. Sgt
BROWNING, Randall A. Cpl
BRYANT, Jarald O. LCpl
BUCHANAN, Richard W. LCpl
*BURKE, John R. Cpl
BURNHAM, Thomas R. Cpl
BURNS, Leon R. SSgt
*CALHOUN, John C. LCpl
*CAMPBELL, Joseph T. 1siit
CANLEY, “J” “L" GySgt
*CARROLL, James J. Capt
'CARTER, Marshall N. Capt
*CASEBOLT, Henry C. Cpl
*CASEY, Michael J, 2dLt
*CASEY, Thomas J. Jr. LCpl
CASTILLO, William Pfc
CAVANAUGH, Thomas J. Cpl
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CHEATHAM, Emest C. Jr. LiCol
CHEATWOOD, Paul R. LCpl
CHRISTENSEN, Paul K. Cpl
*CHRISTMAN, William J. NI 2dU
CHRISTMAS, George R. Capt

- *CISNEROS, Roy Cp!

CLAYBIN, Edward A. Pfc
*COBB, Paul F. 2dlt
*COCHRAN, Robert F. Jr. 2dLt

COFFMAN, Clovis C. Jr. GySgt

COLLINS, Bryant C. Cpl

CONE, Fred “J'' Maj

CONKLIN, Richard F. Cpl

COOLICAN, James J. Capt

CORSETTI, Harry J. Cpl
*COUSINS, Marritt T. LCpl
*COVELLA, Joseph F. GySgt
COVER, Robert L. MSgt

CROCKETT, Joseph R. Jr. Sgt
*CUMMINGS, Roger W. Pfc
CURLEY, Ronald T. Sgt

CURTIS, Russell W. GySgt
DALTON, Robert G. Cpl
DANNER, David J. Sgt
%DARNELL, Dana C. LCpl
*DAVIS, Dennis D. Pfc
*DAWSON, John R. 2dLt
*DAY, Edward LCpl
DE BONA, Andrew D. Capt
DE PLANCHE, Mark £. Cpl
DEVRIES, Marvin H. 1silt
*DICKSON, Grover L. Cpl
DILLARD, Henry C. Cpl
DITTMAN, Carl R. Cpl
DONALDSON;. Billy M. SSgt
DONOVAN, Joseph P. 1stlt (2)
*DORRIS, Claude H. SSgt
DOWNING, Talmadge R. GySgt
DRISCOLL, Thomas B. Cpl
*DUFF, Barry W. Cpl
*DUNCAN, Richard W. Cpl
EADES, Lawrence M. LCp!
ELBERY, Terry J. 1siit
ESTRADA, Manuel A. LCpl
*EVANS, Richard J. Jr. Pfc
FAIRFIELD, Rupert E. Jr. Capt
FANTE, Robert G. Cpl
*FEDEROWSKI, Robert A. Cpl
FEERRAR, Donald L. LCpl
*FINLEY, Michael P. LCpl
*FISHER, Thomas W. LCpl
*FLOREN, Jimmy E. Cpl

FOWLER, Earl W. Cpl
FRYMAN, Roy A. SSgt
*FULLER, John L. Jr. 2dlLt
*GAINE, Lawrence B. Il Cpl
*GALBREATH, Bobby F. Ccp'
GALE, Alvin R. Pfc
GALLAGHER, Patrick LCpl
*GAUTHIER, Brian J. Cpl
*GETLIN, Michael P. Capt
GIBSON, George R. Cpl
GILLELAND, Richard M. Sgt
*GILLINGHAM, Richard K. Cpl
GOMEZ, Emesto LCpl
GONZALES, Daniel G. Cpl
*GOODSELL, William J. Maj
GRAY, George E. LCpl
GREEN, John S. GySgt
GREEN, Mavurice O. V. 1stlt
GREGORY, Robert B, Jr. LCpi
GRESHAM, Michael F. Sgt
GRIMES, Paul E. Jr. LCpl
GROSZ, Nicholas H. Jr. 1stit
GUARINO, Timothy S. Pfc
GUAY, Robert P. Maj
GUERRA, Victor J. Ssgt
*HALSTEAD, lee M. 1stlt
HARRINGTON, Myron C. Capt
*HARTSOE, David E. Pfc
HAYS, Daniel J. LCpl
HAZELBAKER, Vincil W. Maj
HENDERSON, Billy K. LCpl
HENDRICKS, Robert L. Cpl
*HERRERA, Felipe LCpi
*HERRON, Lee R. LCpl
HILGERS, John J. W. Capt
*HILL, Lamont D. Pfc
HOAPILI, John GySgt
*HODGKINS, Guy M. SSgt
HOLMES, Walter C. Sgi
*HONEYCUTT, James E. Pifc
*HOPKINS, Michael E. Pf¢
HOUGTON, Kenneth J. Col
HOUSE, Charles A. LiCol
*HOWARD, Billy GySgt
*HOWELL, Gatlin J. 1stit .
*HUBBARD, Robert W. Capt
HUGGINS, Michael A. Pfc
HUGHES, Stanley S. Col
*JMAEFF, George V. Cpl
JOHNSON, James L. Jr. Cpl

*JOHNSTON, Ciement B. Jr. LCpl

*JONES, Phillip B. 2dLt

*JOYS, John W. SSgt
*JUDGE, Mark W. Pfc
*KALER, Richard D. Cpl
*KAUFMAN, David M. 1stSgt
*KECK, Russell F, Cpl
KELLEY, Edwin C. Jr. 1stlt
*KELLY, James R. Il Cpl
KELLY, Robert A, 1stit
‘KEMP, Marwick L. $Sgt
*KENISON, Benjamin A. LCpl
KENNEDY, Johnnie M. GySgt
KEYS, William M. Capt
*KOELPER, Donald E. Maj
KOONTZ, Lenoard Cpl
KOWALYK, William LCpi
*KUZMA, Marc J. Pfc
LAIN, Bobby D. Capt
LANKFORD, Albert J. 11! 1stlt
LA POINTE, Alvin S, Pfe
LA PORTE, Alfred P. Jr. Sgt
*LARAWAY, William D. LCpl '
*LAVER, Charles R. Cpl
LAZARO, Lawrence J. Cpl
LEBAS, Claude G. LCpl
LEFLER, Alan C. LCpl
LEFTWICH, William G. Jr. Maj
*LINEBERRY, Jerry E. SSgt
LONG, Melvin M. Sgt
LOPEZ, Jose G. Sgt
*LOWERANITIS, John L. Cpi
LOWERY, Steven M. Cpl
LOWNDS, David E. Col
LUCA, Joseph Sgt
LUMBARD, Donald W. LCpi
*LUNSFORD, Glen T. Sgt
MAC VANE, Matthew C. Cpl
MANN, Bennie H. Jr. Maj
MARLANTES, Karl A. 1stit
*MARTIN, Raymond C. Sgt
*MEIER, Terrance L. SSgt
*MENDEZ, Angel Sgt
*MEUSE, John R. Pfc
MITCHELL, Robert G. Maj
MOE, Robert E. SSgi
MOFFIT, Richard E. Sgt
*MONAHAN, Frederick G. LCp!
*MONAHAN, Robert LCpl
MONTGOMERY, Robin L. 2dlLt
*MOORE, Freddy L. LCpl
MOORE, Ronald A. LCpl -
MOSHER, Christopher K. LCpl
*MUIR, Joseph E. LiCol




MULLOY, James E. dr. Sgt
MURPHY, James E. Capt
MURRAY, John D, Capt
*MYERS, William H, Pfc
MC AFEE, Caros K. Capt
MC CAULEY, Bertram W. Mg}
*MC CORMICK, Michael P. 241t
MC HENRY, William D. Cpl
MC RAE, Arthur 6, Cpl
*MC WHORTER, James E, LCpi
NOEL, Thomas E, 2dit
NOON, Patrick J. Jr. Sgt
NORTON, John 4. Capt
NORwOOD, George 0. LCp!
OAKLEY, John L. LCpl
*PALYA, Warren M, Jr. Cpl
PANIAN, Thomas C. Sgt
PECZEL|, Joseph S, GySgt
*PETERS, William L. dr. Tstlt
*PETERSON, Dennije D. 2dLt
PHELPS, John G. LCpl
*PICHON, Lovis A. Jr. GySgt
PIERPAN, Herbert E. Maj
*PITTS, Roy K. Pfc-
PLATY, Louis R, 2dit
*POPP, James A, Pfc
POULSON, Leroy GySgt

Medals of Honor ..., . .. .
Navy Crosses ....... . ... ..

Di:fingui:hod Service Medals

Silver Star Medals ... .. . ..
Legion of Merit ... .. . .

Presidential Unit Citations . .,
Navy Unit Commendations . . .

L

*POWELL, Charles T. Sgt
QUICK, Robert L. Pfc
*RASH, Donald R, Ptc
*RAY, Damell T. Pfc
*REID, John M, Cpl
*REILLY, Donald J, Maj
*REILLY, James R. Pfc

" *REIS, Tiago Cpl

RICHARDS, Thomas A. Cpl
RIENSCHE, Harold A. SSgt
RIVERA, Jose L. LCpl
*RIVERS, Jettie Jr. 2dit
ROBERTSON, Jdames J. 2dit
RODGERS, Raymond G. Jr. 1siSgt
*RODRIGUES, Joe G. Jr. st
ROLLER, Robert T, Sgt
ROMINE, Richard E, LtCol
*ROSENBERGER, Roger D. Pfc
ROSS, David L. Mqj
*RUSHER, Robert C. Cpi
RUSSELL, Timothy W. cpl
RUSSELL, William E, Capt
RUSTM, John E. Cpl

SADLER, Charles D, Cpl
*SAMPSON, Gerald D. Capt
*SANDERS, Thomas Cpl
l"SAI!GEN'I', George T. Jr. LiCol

...................... 7
...................... 30

SCHLEY, Robert J. Cpl
SCHREIBER, Klaus D. Istlt
SCHUNCK, Henry M. Cpi
SCOTT, Donald W, Sgt
SEXTON, Merlyn A, Capt
SHERMAN, Andrew M. 2dLt
*SIPPLE, Conrad A. Cpl
SLATER, Albert C. Jr. Capt
*SLEIGH, Duncan B, 2dLt
SLIBY, Dennis M, LCpl
*SNYDER, Stephen F. 2dLt
*SOLIZ, Thomas Cpl
SOTOMAYOR, Miguel A. R. Cpl
*SPARK, Michael M. Col
*SPICER, Jonathan N. Pfc
*SRSEN, Steve A. Pfc
*ST CLAIR, Clarence H. Jr. Cpl
*STEWART, Michael E. LCpl
STUCKEY, James L. Cpl
SULLIVAN, Daniel F, Jr. Cpl
SULLIVAN, George R. 2dit
THATCHER, Charles D. LCpl
*THOMAS, Michae! D. 2dit
THOMPSON, Brock I. Cpl
THOMPSON, Jerrald R. Cpl
THOMPSON, Robert H. LtCol
THORYK, Barry L. Cpl

Navy Commendation Medals . . . ..

Army Co

Meritorious Unit Commendations . .

Totals through December 21, 1970.

*THOUVENEI.I., Amand R. Pfc
*TIMMONS, James N. Pfc
TONKYN, Michael s. LCp!
*TRENT, William D. LCpl
*TYCZ, James N. Sgt
l"'I'YllONE, Willie D. SSgt
UNDEIWOOD, David F. Capt
VANCOR, Norman w. LCpl
*VASQUEZ, Jesus R, Sgt
VERHEYN, David A. LCpl
WALLACE, Emie W. LCpl
*WARD, James C. Cpl
WARREN, Roger O. LCpl
*WEBB, Bruce D. Capt
WEBB, James H. Jr. 1silt
WEISE, William LtCol
WIDGER, Robert L Cpl
WILLIAMS, Robert S. 1544
WILSON, willis C. 15114
*WIRICK, William C. Cpt
woobs, Lloyd Cpl
WYNN, Edward H, Pfc
*YARBER, Vemon L. LCpl
YORDY, Charles R. Pfc
YOUNG, William M. Cpl

* Indicates posthumous awards
() Indicates number of awards

.................. 55
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Phu Loc ©
Hai Van Pass

Elephant Valley &
o Da Nang
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Marble Mountain
Hilt 55 @

Charlie Ridge

Happy Valley @ ‘
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Thuong Duc
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Kham Dﬁc
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Major Battles
1 Starlitey Piranha
2 Doub)e Eagle 11
3 Pipg¢/stone Canyon

4 Maui Peak Quang Ngai

5 Mécon
6 findependence
7| Meade River

8} Allen Brook

P Taylor Common

10 Utah
"J. L. HOPEWELL
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Con Thien ¢

Cani Lo

Rockpule ,Au

Major Battles

\ 1 Tet - 1968
~ ' 2 Dewey Canyon
3 Hastings /Prairie
: | 4 Khe Sanh Area/“Hij Fights"’
5 Lancaster/Kentucky
/ 6 Pegasus

/ 7 Kingfisher

v d
\ : 8 Napoleon/Saline
N .
N 9 Scotiand

10 New York

JoL. HOPEWELL
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' About The Authors...

When Steve Stibbens reported to Leatherneck Maga-
zine in 1964, he had already made three trips to Vietnam
for Stars and Stripes. His first junket to Vietnam for
Leatherneck was late in that year, and his articles began
appearing in February 1965.

He accompanied a U.S. Marine advisor with the 2d
Battalion, Vietnamese Marines, in the Mekong Delta, then
did a story in Saigon before returning to Leatherneck.

Stibbens was back in 'Nam to record the arrival of the
Ninth Marines in 1965, then penned stories on E/2/3 in
Le My Village, 3d Tanks at Chu Lai, and the “Flying
Nightmares” of VMFA-531.

Tom Bartlett relieved Stibbens, and his coverage in-
cluded Cam Nhe with B/1/9; Operation Starlite; 3d Re-
con and the first Golden Fleece Operation.

Frank Beardsley followed, observing Vietnam in Octo-
ber 1965 through an open chopper door at HMM-161.
Then he followed Harvest Moon (2/1), the SLF, 155's of
F/2/12 and the Combined Action Company of 2/1.

Bob Bowen arrived in January 1966 and joined Task
Force Delta on Operations Double Eagle | and Il, then ac-
companied Marine patrols around Da Nang and Phu Bai.

Stibbens was next—his third Leatherneck tour in the
toolies. For an aviation feature, he wrote about VMA-
211’s plane captains at Chu Lai, and MAG-12 Skyhawks.
When Steve saw a VC suddenly disappear into the
ground, he investigated, and the results were six VC and
a story titled *‘The Hole,” about G/2/9.

Bartlett returned in May 1966, and his stories in-
cluded EOD, Operation Jay with F/2/4, MCB-7 Seabees,
HMM-164 on Hastings, 81mm mortars of 3/4, a civic
action article on M/3/4 and two stories on Vietnamese
Marines and their advisors.

Herb Freeman began his tour with VMFA-115's Phan-
toms, then followed with 1/26 in ‘“‘Death Valley,” an
observation unit atop the Rockpile, and ‘‘M’ Battery,
155 Self-Propelled Howitzers of the 12th Marines.

.Bowen was back in January 1967, and he hooked up
with F/2/26 during Operation Independence, then cov-
ered scout dogs, 7th Engineers, VMFA-323 bombing runs
and the Force Logistic Command. It was during this tour
that Bowen authored a story on the Marine commander in
Vietnam, a story that gained a nickname for the general,
“Three Star Grunt” Lewis W. Walit,

Bruce Martin began his tour with the USS Sanctuary,
followed by HMH-463's Sea Stallions, “K’ Battery, 11th
Marines, and the All Weather “Intruders’” of VMA-242.
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He was with the Ninth Marines at Con Thien during the
heavy shelling.

Paul Thompson, a veteran of tours with the Third Ma-
rine Division and the First Marine Aircraft Wing arrived
in 'Nam for Leatherneck, and joined the Korean Marines
south of Da Nang, then accompanied 1/4, 3d Recon,
1st Amtracs and the Special Landing Force, (3/1).

In early 1969, John Martin wrote from Khe Sanh, and
then about VMA-223, EOD, 2/12, CAP-3, MAG-39, First
Wing Band and the Seventh Marines Aid Station.

Paul Thompson returned, covering LZ Vandegrift, Hue
City, 3d Tanks and the OV-10 Bronco.

Herb Richardson inked stories on the Third Division's
rough riders, 1/9, the return to Khe Sanh, the Korean
Marines, 3d Recon and Operation Meade River.

Bruce Martin returned and wrote about scout dogs,
175mm guns, MABS:16, Combined Action, 1st ANGLICO
and Navy gunfire teams aboard cruisers. He returned
Stateside on a C-141 Air Force medevac, writing en route.

Thompson’s third trip included Cua Viet R&R, VMGR-
152, ground surveillance and the Huey Cobra.

Bowen returned to the magazine following a year at
Syracuse University and a tour with the First Division.
Volunteering for another stint in the 'Nam, he covered
C/1/1, 1st Recon, Operation Pipestone Canyon, Ninth
Marines redeployment and a rocket attack on Da Nang.
He featured the Air Force's ‘‘Spooky" gunships, then
Deita Med, HMM-165 redeploying and the Korean Ma-
rines on Barrier Island..

Bartlett (following Syracuse University and a tour with
Il MAF), went with 3d Amtracs, F/2/1, and the 1st
Tanks when they moved the leper colony. He was with
L/3/4 on Dong Ha Mountain, 3d Shore Party, 1st Recon
SCUBA teams, HMH-263’s Eager Gophers, FLC Civil Af-
fairs team and the Vietnamese Marines.

WM Cherilee Noyes arrived in early 1970 and did
stories on the USS Sanctuary, Vietnamese Women's
Armed Forces, Hoa Khanh Children's Hospital, Navy
nurses and the Crescent Beach Orphanage.

Ray Wolf, formerly with the Third Marine Division, was
next, covering L/3/1, Liberty Bridge, medevacs, crew
chiefs, the enemy raid on Phu Thanh and Vietnamese
Marines.

Another former member of the Third Division, Jim
Elliott, covered the Combined Unit Pacification Program,
A/1/5 Pacifier mission and the 175mm guns at Da Nang.

Eddie Evans, formerly 3dMarDiv, followed, and the
stories continue . . . stories of Ambassadors in Green.
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