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VIET CONG TERROR TA CTI CS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM 
"Look for a moment at the record of the 

other side. Any civilian casualties that re­
sult from our operations are inadvertent, in 
stark contrast to the calculated Viet Cong 
policy of systematic terror. Tens of thou­
sands of innocent Vietnamese civilians have 
been killed, tortured, and kidnaped by the 
Viet Cong. There is no doubt about the de­
liberate nature of the Viet Cong program. 
One need only note the frequency with which 
Viet Cong victims are village leaders, teach­
ers, health workers, and others who are 
trying to carry out constructive programs for 
their people. Yet the deeds of the Viet 
Cong go largely unnoted in the public debate.'' 

President Johnson, March 15, 1967 

In South Viet-Nam the Viet Cong are 
using systematic and unrelenting terrorism 
as a principal tactic for winning political 
power. Its application takes many forms. 
One of the most recent examples was the 
execution of more than 1,000 people in Hue 
during the February 1968 Tet offensive. Ap­
parently their only "crime" was working for 
the government as teachers, civil servants, 
health workers, agricultural advisers, and 
village headmen. Other examples are: 

• Grenades lobbed into cars stopped for 
traffic lights; 

• Doors, drawers, and automobile engines 
boobytrapped; 

• Poisoned or contaminated bamboo and 
metal slivers (punji) planted just under the 
surface in the rice paddies where barefoot 
paddy workers-men, women, and children­
will step on them; 

• Grenades set in the night with trip­
wires across the common paths where peas­
ants and schoolchildren walk in the morning; 

• Village leaders shot or beheaded; 
• Village men and boys kidnaped and 

forced into Viet Cong military service; 
• Children taught to roll grenades into 

restaurants and cafes; 
• Villages harassed night after night with 

sporadic gunfire and loudspeaker taunts and 
threats; 

• Newspapermen and cameramen assas­
sinated; 

• Schools and health stations bombed; 
• Busloads of civilians blown up by elec­

trically controlled mines; 
• Rockets fired indiscriminately into 

densely populated urban areas. 

HANOJ'S DECLARATION OF WAR 

On March 13, 1959, in Hanoi, the Central 
Committee of the Lao Dong (Communist) 
Party brought its aggression against the South 
into the open. The time had come to begin 
the task of "liberating the South," it de­
clared, and to "struggle heroically and per­
severingly to smash the Southern regime." 

South Viet-Nam was to be smashed by 
destroying its non-Communist government ap­
paratus and non- Communist leadership-first 
at the village level, then at the district and 
provincial levels. Hanoi thus ordered pub­
licly an open assault on South Viet-Nam. 
Actually, the attack had begun much earlier. 
It was to be based consistently on the calcu­
lated use of terror. 

From the late 1950's to the present, the 
development of the National Liberation Front 
(NLF), the Communist-dominated front or­
ganization in South Viet-Nam (see Viet-Nam 
Information Note #3, "Communist-Directed 
Forces in South Viet-Nam"), has been char­
acterized by the growing use of violence 
against Vietnamese civilians. Early acts of 
terrorism were mainly local and sporadic­
largely assassinations and kidnapings intended 
to eliminate opposition in the local leader­
ship. In December 1962 the NLF issued 
orders for increased use of terror. 

These orders have been carried out with 
savage efficiency. A recent example of Viet 
Cong callousness and disregard for human 
life was the sustained mortar and rocket 
attacks on the civilian population of Saigon. 
The attacks were timed to coincide with the 
official conversations at Paris which were 
intended to seek ways of reducing the level 
of violence in Viet-Nam and pave the way 
for serious peace negotiations. As the rep­
resentatives of the United States and North 
Viet-Nam met in May 1968 the Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese Army began firing 
rockets and mortars into the city of Saigon. 
These sustained shellings killed hundreds 



South Vie,nomese v illagers weep as they identify a young v ictim 
of the Viet-Cong mortar and rocket barrage on Ap Do village. 

and injured thousands, destroyed homes, hos­
pitals, religious temples, schools, and mar­
ket places. The terrorists' objective was to 
cause panic among the populace and to erode 
public confidence in the Government of South 
Viet-Nam. 

TARGETS OF TERROR 

The primary goal of Communist terror 
in rural areas is to break the spirit of the 
individual villager. It is violence in his own 
village-an assassination, execution, or kid­
naping-that best teaches the peasant to fear 
the Viet Cong. 

The priority targets of terror are village 
government officials, social or natural lead­
ers in the villages, and Americans, in that 
order. A survey of attacks against village 
officials in the period January to October 
1964 indicated that in almost every case the 
429 village and hamlet officials assassinated 
and the 1,482 officials kidnaped were native 
to the villages in which they were serving, 
and generally had been chosen with the con­
sent of the villagers. They were not, as some 
have it, exclusively Saigon appointees sent in 
from outside. 

The assassination pattern appears to be 
directed toward the very best and very worst 
officials-the highly popular and effective, 
and the most corrupt and oppressive, By 
striking down officials who are notoriously 

corrupt, the Viet Cong are able to play the 
role of champions of the people. By system­
atically wiping out the popular leaders who 
work effectively to improve the lives of the 
villagers, the Viet Cong hope to leave the 
masses leaderless and demoralized. 

A tragic example is the murder of Tu 
Chung, editor of Chinh Luan ("Political Dis­
cussions"), one of the most respected news­
papers in South Viet-Nam. 

Chinh Luan is an independent newspaper, 
It does not hesitate to criticize the Govern­
ment of Viet-Nam or the United States-or 
the Communists, Dang Van Sung, Editor-in­
Chief, has said of his newspaper: 

"Our main object is to inform. The sec­
ond is to provide enlightened opinion, I want 
to ••• stand on the people's side vis a vis 
the government-to tell the people what the 
government is thinking and tell the govern­
ment what the people are thinking." 

For their fearless honesty, Dr. Sung and 
Tu Chung were placed on the Viet Cong as­
sassination list. In June 1965 a Viet Cong 
letter accused both men of "serving American 
bosses" and threatened them with assassina­
tion. It was signed by Vo Cong Minh, "Com­
mander of Detachment 628, Liberation Armed 
Forces of Saigon-Gia area." The letter was 
turned over to the police. 

In December 1965 the Communists sent 
their "last warning" to Dr. Sung and Tu 
Chung, saying the Viet Cong planned to dis­
pose of these "scabby sheep." 

Chinh Luan published this letter, along 
with an editorial replying that the paper 
sought to serve only one master-truth-as 
was shown by the fact that the paper had 
been criticized by all sides. But only the 
Communists, the editorial declared, went be­
yond criticism to threaten death. While the 
paper could fight the Communists ideolog­
ically or politically, it had no defense against 
terror. The editorial concluded: 

''We love the life that God has breathed 
into our bodies, as all men love life. But 
we will look straight into tl~e gun barrel held 
by the murderer who comes against us and 
we will say: 'You can kill us, but our spirit 
will live on.' " 

On December 30, 1965, as Editor Tu Chung 
stepped from his car in front of his home, 
two Viet Cong terrorists fired four bullets 
into his body at close range and killed him 
instantly, 

By such tactics the Viet Cong hope in the 
end to make effective leadership- except their 
own-impossible at any level in South Viet­
Nam, 

VIET CONG TERROR CELLS 

The basic weapon in this campaign of 
terror, and the basic unit of all Viet Cong 
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guerrilla elements, is the three-man cell. 
There are three types of cells: 

• Guerrilla cells for general sabotage and 
clandestine military operations; 

• Special activities cells for assassinations 
and terror activities generally not involving 
large amounts of high explosives; 

• Sapper cells for specialized work with 
high explosives. 

From the members of such cells are drawn 
the terrorists for risky city grenade attacks 
and other suicide missions. 

However, there are differing attitudes to­
ward terrorism in NLF ranks. Many NLF 
members-particularly those recruited lo­
cally-have found the use of terror repugnant 
and unessential to the political struggle. The 
demoralizing effect on their own ranks of 
brutality is believed to be an important factor 
in the defection rate of the Viet Cong as well 
as the low level of popular support. 

Another internal problem for the ter­
rorist cells is a lack of technical skills, 
such as the ability to manufacture and use 
complex explosive devices. Such skills and 
mature leadership are often supplied by Viet 
Cong Provincial or Zone Headquarters. 

Most terrorists are young, and the most 
risky assignments of all go to teenagers, 
unless the project is large and difficult enough 
to require mature leadership. Some of the 
boys sent to throw grenades into city crowds 
are as young as 13. 

VILLAGE HARASSMENT A FAVORITE 
TACTIC OF THE VIET CONG 

Harassing villages probably has been the 
most common form of terror used by the Viet 
Cong. The most common form of harassment 
is small-arms fire. This tactic seldom re­
ceives much attention in the press or in 
official reporting because of its apparently 
inconsequential results. 

Periodically guerrillas will approach a 
village and fire into it hall-a-dozen random 
rifle shots. This alerts the defenders who 
can never be sure that a full- scale attack is 
not under way. Word is radioed to the nearby 
military headquarters whose commander is 
then obliged to decide whether the action is 
harassing fire or an attack, and if an attack, 
whether an ambush is its real purpose or 
whether it is a feint designed to draw his 
unit away from the scene of an actual attack 
elsewhere. Any guess he makes is apt to be 
the wrong one. 

The correct military decision, usually, 
is to do nothing for the moment and await 
developments. This causes villagers to doubt 
that the unit will aid the village if it actually 
is attacked. 

The harassing fire may continue sporadi­
cally for weeks, generally accompanied by 
nocturnal megaphone taunts, threats, and ap-

peals. Sometimes after a few weeks of 
softening up, a full- scale attack is launched. 

Harassing fire is cheap and can be em­
ployed even by inexperienced guerrillas. It 
creates a great sense of anxiety within the 
village, keeps villagers awake at night, im­
pairing their farming and normal daytime 
activities. And it builds confidence within 
guerrilla ranks. 

REFUGEE CAMPS FREQUENT 
VIET CONG TARGET 

During the course of the war, millions of 
people seeking peace have fled from Com­
munist- controlled areas of Viet-Nam to those 
made secure by the Government of South 
Viet-Nam. The Viet Cong have warned the 
people against this type of movement. Since 
the Viet Cong need the peasants to provide 
food and services, they tell the Vietnamese 
farmers to remain in Viet Cong territory. 
When the peasant decides to flee, the Viet 
Cong swear vengeance on him. 

These threats have been carried out by 
repeated attacks on refugee resettlement areas 
where the people are slaughtered and their 
new homes are burned to the ground. 

TERROR CAN BE SELF-DEFEATING 

In the long run, the Viet Cong appear to 
be hurt by their own terrorism. Most evi­
dence suggests that the gains won through 
terror in the early stages of the rebellion 
are increasingly erased by the mounting bit­
terness of the victimized people. 

In every measurable expression of public 
opinion to date, the South Vietnamese people 
have overwhelmingly voiced opposition to Viet 
Cong rule. In spite of their natural desire 
for peace, and the hardships they have en­
dured at Viet Cong hands, the great majority 
indicate readiness to continue the war until 
the Communist threat -is ended. 

Defiance of the Viet Cong has been dem­
onstrated more and more openly in the past 
two years, notably during the 1966 elections 
for the Constituent Assembly and the 1967 
local and national elections. The Viet Cong 
threatened punishment to all who participated 
and actually executed some participants. Dur­
ing the week immediately preceding the Sep­
tember 7 presidential election, Viet Cong 
terrorists killed, wounded, or kidnaped more 
than 1,000 civilians throughout the territory 
of the Republic of Viet-Nam. On election day 
itself North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong 
forces launched countrywide attacks, includ­
ing the mortaring of 7 province capitals, in 
an effort to disrupt the voting. 

Despite threats and terror, however, some 
83 percent of the 5.8 million registered 
voters went to the polls, some casting their 
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The bodies of2 boys anda man lie in a Saigon street following a 
Viet Cong grenade attack that killed 7 persons and wounded 47. 

vote despite injuries caused by Viet Cong 
bomb explosions at the polling places, The 
fact that they turned out in such large num­
bers under such difficult conditions clearly 
shows that, contrary to a view often expressed 
outside South Viet-Nam, its people are not 
so exhausted and numbed by the war that they 
no longer care which side wins, 

CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF VIET CONG TERROR 

ASSASSIN A TED KIDNAPED 

1958 200 250 
1959 200 350 
1960 1,500 700 
1961 500 1,000 
1962 1, 700 9,500 
1963 2,000 7,000 
1964 1,800 9,500 
1965 1,800 8,500 
1966 1,618 3,507 
1967 3, 707 5,357 
1968 (thru 

July 13) 2,576 4,241 

SOME CASES OF TERRORISM 

There are two main types of acts of 
terror: selective and nonselective, 

Selective terror occurs when specific in­
dividuals or members of a particular group 
are chosen by the Viet Cong to be their vic­
tims, If a village headman is taken out on a 
hillside and shot, for example, this is a se­
lective killing. Or a priority is placed by the 
Viet Cong on terrorizing Catholic priests, 
and attack on such a group would also be 
considered selective terror, 

Nonselective terror is used indiscrimi­
nately by the Viet Cong to disrupt civil life, 

demoralize the people, destroy transport and 
communications, and generally to create 
chaos, Anyone may fall victim to nonselec­
tive terror-passengers on a crowded bus 
blasted to bits by a mine in a public road, 
children on a common pathway who kick a 
trip-wire attached to a grenade, casualties 
of bombing in a marketplace or a :restaurant. 

The patterns of terror occasionally shift, 
In recent months the Viet Cong have made a 
concerted effort to disrupt the work of the 
Revolutionary Development teams in South 
Viet-Nam by selectively attacking work camps 
and reconstructed villages, 

Revolutionary Development and Hoi Chanh 
workers have been attacked repeatedly, The 
Hoi Chanh are those who have responded to 
the Government appeal to defect from the 
Viet Cong. More than anything else, the Viet 
Cong appears to fear successful reform 
programs. 

The Viet Con_g also seeks to disrupt the 
humanitarian efforts of our allies, During 
the 1968 attack on Hue, 4 German doctors, 
one of whom was a woman, were murdered 
by Viet Cong terrorists, Two French priests 
were also victims, One priest was buried 
alive with 10 villagers, the other was shot 
through the head, In May 1968 a young First 
Secretary at the German Embassy in Saigon 
was murdered by the Viet Cong; his body was 
found in the street with his hands bound 
behind him. 

Following are some typical cases illus­
trative of Viet Cong terror since 1960, 

September 24, 1960-A band of armed 
Viet Cong burned down a school in An Lac 
Village, Tri Tan District, An Giang Province, 

September 28, 1960-Father Hoang Ngoc 
Minh, much-loved priest of Kontum Parish, 
was riding from Tan Canh to Kondela, A 
Viet Cong roadblock halted his car, The 
guerrillas drove bamboo spears into Father 
Minh's body before a submachine gun killed 
him, 

March 22, 1961-A truck carrying 20 girls 
was dynamited on the Saigon- Yung Tau road. 
The girls were returning from Saigon where 
they had taken part in a Trung Sisters Day 
celebration, After the explosion, the Viet 
Cong opened fire on the passengers, Two of 
the girls were killed and 10 wounded, 

May 15, 1961-Twelve Catholic nuns from 
La Providence Order traveled on Highway 
One toward Saigon, Their bus was stopped by 
Viet Cong who ransacked their luggage. Sister 
Theophile protested and was shot dead on the 
spot, The vehicle was sprayed with bullets, 
seriously wounding Sister Phan Thi No, The 
ambush took place at Tram Van Hamlet, 
Thanh Phuoc Village, Go Dau Ha District, 
Tay Ninh Province, 

September 20, 1961-0ne thousand main 
force Viet Cong soldiers stormed the capital 
of Phuoc Thanh Province, sacked and burned 
the government buildings, beheaded virtually 
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the entire administrative staff. They held the 
capital for 24 hours before withdrawing. 

January 1, 1962-A Vietnamese labor 
leader, LeVan Thieu, 63, was hacked to death 
by Viet Cong wielding machetes on the rubber 
plantation where he worked near Bien Hoa. 

January 2, 1962-Two Vietnamese techni­
cians working in the Government's anti­
malaria program, Phan Van Hai and Nguyen 
Van Thach, were killed by Viet Cong with 
machetes, 12 miles south of Saigon. 

February 20, 1962-Viet Cong threw four 
hand grenades into a crowded village theater 
near Can Tho, killing a total of 108 persons, 
including 24 women and children. 

April 8, 1962-The Viet Cong murdered 
two wounded American prisoners of war near 
the village of An Chau in central Viet-Nam. 
Each, with hands tied, was shot in the face. 

October 20, 1962-A teenage Viet Cong 
hurled a grenade into a holiday crowd in down­
town Saigon, killing six persons, including two 
children, and injuring 38. 

April 3, 1963-Viet Cong terrorists threw 
two grenades into a private school near Long 
Xuyen, An Giang Province, killing a teacher 
and two other adults. Students were perform­
ing their annual variety show at the time. 

September 12, 1963-Miss Vo Thi Lo, 26, 
a school teacher in An Phuoc Village, Kien 
Hoa Province, was found near the village 
with her throat cut. She had been kidnaped 
by the Viet Cong 3 days earlier. 

October 16, 1963-Viet Cong terrorists 
exploded electrical mines under two civilian 
buses in Kien Hoa and Quang Tin Provinces, 
killing 18 Vietnamese and wounding 23. 

February 16, 1964-Three Americans were 
killed and 32 injured, most of them women 
and children, when the Viet Cong bombed the 
Kinh Do movie theater in Saigon. 

July 14, 1964-Pham Thao,. chairman of 
the Catholic Action Committee in Quang Ngai, 
was "executed" by the Viet Cong when he 
returned to his native village of Pho Loi in 
Quang Ngai. 

March 30, 1965-A 200-pound bomb ex­
ploded outside the U. s. Embassy in Saigon, 
killed 18 Vietnamese and 2 Americans, and 
wounded 100 Vietnamese and 45 Americans. 

June 25, 1965-Terrorists dynamited the 
My Canh restaurant in Saigon, killing 27 Viet­
namese, 12 Americans, two Filipinos, one 
Frenchman, one German; more than 80 per­
sons were injured. 

October 4, 1965-A Viet Cong bomb ex­
ploded at the Cong Hoa National Sports Sta­
dium, killing 11 Vietnamese, including four 
children, and wounding 42 other persons. A 
second bomb misfired, 

This South Vietnamese woman and her wounded daughter hud· 
died alongside are given first aid after the bus they were travel­
ing in was blasted in Kien Tuong Province on May 3, 1964, by 
a Viet Cong mine . 

December 12, 1965-Two Viet Cong ter­
rorist platoons killed 23 unarmed Vietnamese 
canal construction workers asleep in a Bud­
dhist pagoda in Tan Huong Village, Dinh 
Tuong Province, and wounded seven others. 

January 17, 1966-Viet Cong in Kien Tuong 
detonated a mine under a highway bus, killing 
26 Vietnamese civilians, seven of them chil­
dren. Eight other persons were injured and 
three listed as missing. 

February 14, 1966-Fifty-four Vietnamese 
civilians, including four children, were killed 
and 18 wounded by three Viet Cong mines 
buried in a road in Phu Yen Province. 

The first explosion, which left a 3-meter 
crater in the road, threw a large bus into 
a canal, killing 2 7 farmers on their way 
to work near Tuy Hoa. Eleven others were 
injured. 

A 3-wheel bus, loaded with men, women, 
and children, touched off the second mine 
which killed 20 and wounded seven. Another 
3-wheel bus set off the third mine, which 
killed seven. 

April 7, 1966-Twenty-five prisoners of 
the Viet Cong, mostly civilians and including 
three women-all of them chained and pad­
locked-were shot by their Communist captors 
just minutes before Vietnamese Government 
troops arrived. 

May 22, 1966- Viet Cong terrorists slaugh­
tered 18 men, one woman, and four children 
late at night while attacking a compound of 
canal workers in the Mekong Delta Province 
of An Giang. The defenseless families were 
shot in their beds. 
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November 16, 1966-The hamlet chief of 
Hai Xuan, Binh Phuoc District, Long An 
Province, was assassinated by Viet Cong with 
carbine fire while he was returning to the 
hamlet on foot. 

December 7, 1966-In the heart of Saigon, 
Deputy Tran Van Van of the National Con­
stituent Assembly, Government of South Viet­
Nam, was assassinated by the Viet Cong. 

December 27, 1966-An assassination at­
tempt was made on another National Con­
stituent Assemblyman, Dr. Phan Quang Dan. 
Dr. Dan narrowly escaped death when his 
car exploded near Gia Dinh Province Head­
quarters. The Viet Cong planted a plastic 
mine beneath the vehicle and detonated it as 
Dr. Dan opened the front door of the car. 
Although he escaped with minor leg wounds, 
a female passerby was killed and five other 
civilians were wounded. 

January 7, 1967-A Viet Cong-detonated 
mine destroyed a school and health station in 
Hong Ngu District, Kien Phong Province. 

January 8, 1967- InAn Xuyen Province the 
Viet Cong threw a grenade into the house of a 
hamlet chief in Tai Van District, killing one 
of his children and injuring three other civil­
ians. 

January 22, 1967-A group of Viet Cong 
entered a hamlet of Hoai An District, Binh 
Dinh Province, and assassinated the chief. 

February 6, 1967-The Viet Cong came 
into Lieu Tri Hamlet, Binh Nguyen Village, 
Thang Binh District of Quang Tin Province 
and abducted a school teacher and an inter­
family chief. The school teacher was mur­
dered. 

March 16, 1967-Before dawn a Viet Cong 
platoon entered Thoi Son Hamlet in Hoc Mon 
District. They awakened all the residents 

Hue citizens mourn. The wife, family, and friends of a promi­
nent citizen of Hue mourn as he is prepared for proper burial. 
His body was located in a field of shallow mass graves where 
many leading citizens and government officials of Hue were 
murdered by Communist forces. 

and threatened them if they participated in 
the forthcoming April elections. Four days 
later a candidate for the Trung My Tay Vil­
lage people's council was murdered as he 
opened the front door of his home. An M-26 
grenade, positioned near the door, was det­
onated as he stepped out. A woman in the 
house was wounded. 

March 17, 1967-Two Viet Cong terrorists 
armed with submachine guns broke into the 
home of a Chau Than District policeman. 
They murdered the policeman and eight civil­
ian occupants of the home, five of whom were 
children. 

April 15, 1967-The village of Soui Chan 
in Long Khanh-P-rovince was overrun in a mid­
night attack. The relief force found six dead 
civilians. Of these, five were Revolutionary 
Development team workers. They had been 
tied to poles and shot through the head. The 
sixth person was burned beyond recognition. 
Village elections had been scheduled for the 
following day. 

May 27, 1967-Viet Cong entered Kim 
Chau Hamlet in Nam Hoa District and took 
away the former hamlet chief, 

May 29, 1967-Viet Cong squad infiltrated 
Dong Thien Hamlet in Huong Thuy District 
and murdered one inter-family chief and a 
former inter-family chief. 

May 30, 1967- Viet Cong attacked Loe Mai 
Village in Phu Loe District and kidnaped six 
civilians. 

• 
May 30, 1967-Six Viet Cong at 1:00 a.m. 

entered DUong Lao New Life Hamlet in Hieu 
Due District. They ordered refugees to leave 
their new homes so they could be destroyed. 
When the refugees refused to leave, the Viet 
Cong shot two civilians; one survived. 

May 31, 1967-Three Viet Cong grenades 
were thrown into a civilian house while a 
wedding party was in progress, killing five 
and wounding seven, in Go . Tre Village, Go 
Cong Province. 

December 5, 1967-Viet Cong overran the 
hamlet of Dak Son in Phuoc Long Province 
near the Cambodian border, using grenades 
and flamethrowers to kill 114 tribesmen and 
to wound more than 40 others. Some 252 
villagers seeking refuge in bunkers were de­
liberately burned to death by the Viet Cong. 

January-February Tet offensive 1968-
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong slaughtered 
more than 1,000 South Vietnamese village 
and hamlet chiefs, teachers, government 
workers, Catholic priests, and women in Hue 
during their attack on the ancient walled city. 
Many victims buried in mass graves had 
been beaten to death, shot, beheaded, or were 
buried alive. 
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The total casualty figures for the Tet of­
fensive are 7,424 killed and 15,434 wounded, 
including military and civilian. 

A Vietnamese cameraman for CBS was 
captured in Saigon along with 3 South Viet­
namese officers, the Information Officer of 
the Korean Embassy, and a Korean reporter. 
The Viet Cong lined up the 6 men in a Saigon 
street and shot them, killing all except the 
CBS cameraman who, by feigning death, 
escaped. 

There were numerous reports of the Viet 
Cong using civilians as shields during their 
attacks, especially in the Delta. They used 
95 women and children as shields as they 
attacked Bae Lieu in the Delta on February 
10. The Viet Cong also repeatedly used hos­
pitals, schools, and places of worship as 
strongpoints from which to mount attacks. 
On March 5 they attacked a hospital run by 
an American woman doctor on the outskirts 
of Kontum City, destroyed its operating room, 
killed and wounded several patients and ab­
ducted a German nurse. 

May 5-June 26, 1968-North Vietnamese 
Army and Viet Cong rocket and mortar at­
tacks against Saigon and the suburbs, result­
ed in the deaths and wounding of thousands of 
innocent civilians, including women and chil­
dren. Seventy-five percent of the mortar 
rounds were fired from improvised launchers 
and thus were inherently inaccurate hitting 
nonmilitary targets. 

June 2 9, 1968-Son Tra, a village in Quang 
Ngai Province of about 5,000, was invaded by 
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces in an 
early morning attack. The village had been 
the site of a socio- economic development 
program led by Government of South Viet­
Nam rural development cadre. Because of 
the success of the program, the Viet Cong 
decided to revenge themselves against inno­
cent civilians for cooperating with the govern­
ment. They killed 88 civilians and wounded 
l 03, put the torch to 5 70 houses, and left 
2,800 people homeless, 
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VIET-NAM INFORMATION NOTES 

Viet-Nam Information Notes is a series of Department of State publications, each of which 
summarizes the most significant available material on one important aspect of the situation in 
Viet-Nam. Viet-Nam Information Notes are available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, for Sf each (with a 25 percent discount for 
quantities of 100 or more copies of any one Note mailed to the same address), Remittances, pay­
able to the Superintendent of Documents, must accompany orders, 

PRESENTLY AVAILABLE •.• 

1. Basic Data on South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. Bl 95) summarizes general information 
on the land, people, history, government, and economy of the country. 

2. The Search for Peace in Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8196) reviews the efforts of individ­
uals, governments, and international bodies to bring about a peaceful solution to the conflict in 
Viet-Nam. The policy of the Government of North Viet-Nam with regard to a peaceful settlement 
is included. 

3, Communist-Directed Forces in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8197) seeks to answer 
such questions as: What is the Viet Cong? Who are its leaders? How is it related to party and 
government organs of North Viet-Nam? What are the Communists' objectives? Their strengths? 
Their weaknesses? 

4. Free World Assistance for South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8213) describes the scope 
of the international aid program for the Republic of Viet-Nam. It gives facts and figures about the 
contributions of 36 participating nations (U.S. aid is not included-a separate Note is to be de­
voted to that subject). 

5, Political Development in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8231) discusses South Viet­
Nam' s steady progress toward an elected government and representative institutions at all levels 
of government, 

6, Why We Fight in Viet-Na~n (Dept, of State pub. 8245) describes the origin of the conflict 
and the principal reasons for U, S. involvement. 

7. Viet-Cong Terror Tactics in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub. 8259) describes the de­
liberate campaign of terror by which the Viet-Cong hope to break the resistance of South Viet-Nam. 

8, National Reconciliation in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8260) describes the Chieu­
Hoi, or Open Arms, program of the Government of South Viet-Nam, 

9. Prisoners of V.ar (Dept. of State pub. 8275) explains the special status of prisoners of 
war under the Geneva convention, allied treatment of prisoners and efforts to discuss with North 
Viet-Nam and the Communist National Liberation Front repatriation, exchange, and other mat- , 
ters pertinent to prisoners of war, 

10. Legal- Basis for U.S. Military Aid to South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8285) discusses 
the well-established points of law and fact which are the legal basis for the U.S. military com-
mitment in South Viet-Nam. . 

11. Opinions of Asian and Pacific Leaders (Dept. of State pub. 8363), The leaderf of the coun­
tries most immediately concerned about the future of Viet-Nam express their views on: the U.S. 
commitment, the nature of the war, North Vietnamese and Chinese involvement, peace efforts, and 
regional goals beyond the war. 

12. Wars of National Liberation (Dept. of State pub. 8384) discusses the origins and charac­
teristics of national liberation wars, Soviet and Chinese involvement in Viet-Nam, and U.S. 
counterstrategy. 

Several other Viet-Nam Information Notes will be av.ailable 'in the near future, The Superin­
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government Pri~ting Office, on request, will place individuals on its 
mailing list to receive Selected United States Government Publications- a free, biweekly an­
nouncement of new publications, including subsequent numbers of this series. 
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