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'.1968,· A. ·Y~AR OF. UNPRECEDENTED 
VICTORIES o ·F SOUTH Vl·Et: NAM·'S 

: . . 

REVOLUTl0NAR·Y . FORCES-
South Viet Nam PLAF Command's Dec. ZO~ . 1968 communique 

(Excerpts) * 

VICTORIES IN ALL 
FiELDS 

IN the military field, accord­
ing t,o still incomplete 
figµres, the _re,volutidriary 

forces : ·· · 
- inflicted on the enemy 

630,000 casualties includ.ing 
more than 230,000_ u.s.:· and 
satellite troops. Besides, hun­
dreds of thousands of puppet · 
troops deserted or were dis­
banded; 

- wiped out . or heavily 
de,cimafod 0ne , brigade, 7 re -
giJUe'rits and multi - ·ba.ttailion 
milits, 187 . batta1ions, · 18 
armour squadrons and over 
750 U.S., satellite and puppet 
companies ; · ·· 1 

• 

. ..:_ sb.ot down, d'estroyed on 
the ground or damaged 6;oqo 
aiicraft of various kinds ; 

- des t~oyed or d~maged 
13,500 military. vehioles i:n­
cluding more, than 7,00~ 
tanl!;s and ar-m9ured ca_n~; 

- sank or set afire l,ooci 
vessels, combat launches or 
cargo ships, 40 of which 
with a displacement capacity 
of ro,ooo tons or more ; 

- wrecked over l,1oo'<irtil­
Jery .pieces ; 

. ~set ablaze mqre than ,709 
ammunition storages or fuel 
dumps; 

- blew up over 700 bridges; 
. - and razed to the ground 

or forced the 'eneniy out of 
l,500 militar·y sub- sectors 
aJ11d posts. 

These achievem.,,ntll by 

far surp:iss those in 1966 and 
1~67 put tog~t·her. Iri partic­
ular, the number of U.S. 
troops wiped out in 1968 
nearly equals that for the 
whole 1961-1967 period. 

'These figures spell out the 
great successes of the South 
Viet . Nam liberation forces 
g,rt<i people in a one-year pe­
riod. They are all the more 
significant since they were 
recorded at a time when the 
enemy still had more than 
one million U .S.• and puppet 
troops. What is rnniarkaole 
is,. that all .the crack unib;; , of 
the enemy have taken casual­
ties of fifty , per cent .. of their 
strengtb. upward. All the 
citks aind . towris .in Sou.th 
Vkt ·:Nam · induding . Saigon, 
the last ;hide ~ou;t of t]je ene­
my, came under fire again a.nd 
agafo. .;i;i - . _,. ~ · 

. Almost all _,.of the enemy 
nerve_ -org;i.ns, fro~ C§!!\ tral: j.o 

- gr:assroot , I~vels -_0,.;SU,ff~i:ed 
heavy losses .. All ·the' vital 
comml!'niGation -lines p·f the 
enemy were repeatecd1y 11;ttack ..­
ed. or . cut off, 

All the thFee kiricls of· om: 
armed f9rces-the n::gular army · 
the reg ional and guerilla f©r­
€e .~·haye - grown -up in the. 
course of ·the . fightirig and 
building. Their si1ccesses 
have been en the 'increase 
in size and in 'number on all 
battlefields, in the , highland 
area, the plains .. as well 
as , cities ahd towns. · They· 
have completely defeat­
ed the two-pronged " search­
and-destrby" and " pacifi'-

cation" plan 0£ the enemy 
. and foiled all their strategies 
· and tactics as well - as 
. their . large • scale 0pera­
, tions. 

On the political · plane, . the 
widespread uprisir.gs of our 

· people are a momentous 'and. 
creative outcome of the fierce 

: and dal!ntless progress of the 
South Viet Nam revolution. 
Tens · of':u;iilll.ons of .our peo­
ple have resolutely riser( up 
to win back the ri:ght to be 
masters· of the ·country. 

The development -supplies 
the ·most eloquent ex­
pression. of , the heroic stand 
al).d earnest aspiration of 0ur 
entfre people who had rather 
die than be ensla:Ved and who 

. prize, indepencil.ence. and free­
: dam more than any1thing else. 

Our .people's great uprisings­
are credited wtih the libera­
tion ·and co.m'pkte control of 
more than -r,ooo additional 
hamlets. O~ver 2 million more 
people have been freed from 

, the .enemy's grip. ~evolu­
ti:qnary power has been· set 
up in many villag.~s, districts " 
and provincef!, which , politi­
cally; l;ias dealt a mortal .blow 
at the "U.S. - puppets, shatter_~' 
ing theii; control by big 
cburiks, and knocking off the · 

. "legal and constitutional" · 
varnish of the puppet reac­
tionary Thieu-Ky administra­
tion which, in fact, represe,nts 

(Continued page: 2) 

* .Sub ~heads and .emphases 
are oursEd·. 

The Viet Narg People's Army, founded on D ec . 22, 1944, is now 24 years old. 
Photo : An infantry unit on the move. 
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PRE.SIDENT HO -CHi MINH'S 
MESSAG;E 

TO THE AMERICAN FRIENDS WHO 
OPP(}SE . T~ E U.~. IMPERIALISTS' WAR OF 

AGGRESSION IN 'VIET .NAM 

· o .. .... N th'e o~casi0.ii ' of 1J'ew Yea.r 1969, I . would lik. e _to exte'l-!.d 
· _ ·. ·to you mymost cordial wishes for peace.and h_appiness. 

· . In the past · year, thP. U .S. gover~m.eni ltad 
to stop uncond~tional ly the bq.mb'ing · of the [!emocnt1 c 
Republic df Viet Nam. That is q great victory co1ninon• tr;J . 
the whole Vietnamese . peo.ple, the pr_ogres~ive pe,ople- in ' 
the United States and the peace- and Justice- .l o.ving for1;es . 
in' the ·world. · 

H~wev.(ir, ·~l;e U.S. ruli??g circles still ind·vtl.ge' in -~~~s ·'' 
· encroaching on the sovereignty and· security of the· Denio~~ 
. cratic Rep'!fblic of Viet.Nam . In South Viet ·Nam, '' th(!Y 

intensify the weir of aggression, · impelling ove-r · half 
ii millicm · young 4-mericans to :massacre ·the '• civilian 
popiela(ion, comm,itt_ing monstrouS- crimes. Bul .the more· 

· obdi(rdtely they cling to South Viet Nam and maintain · 
in · pqwer ,their 5aigon puppets, the· moi·e they impair . •the 
i nterests of Oie United States, increase the nitmber o.f 
yqung Americans send ·to a itseless death 'on the Viet: ' · 
Ham_ battlefield, , and cause sufferings to many familie:; 
in your co·untry. . · . .. 
. For the United States, the way to an. honourable sqluti.on 
is _to :withd,raw' all U.S. and, satellite t.roops from South Viet ,.. 
· N an:i and- let the Soitt.h V,i,etnamese people settle themsez: , · 

' ves their owii affairs in a,ccordance w~th the Poli.ticat Pro~ 
· gr,anq:me · of the Soutlt Viet Nam . Nation((.(' Front /qr 

Liberation, without a/riy /Qreign ' inter-/erence: .. . _ .. 

· The Vietnamese.people, hav·ing gon_e fhrd'itgh ·over ~ twenty · 
years of uninte1·rupted· war, deep'ly cherish peace; a peace in 
genui·ne independe.nce and freedom. Bitt so long as their . 
counti-"y is sitbjected· to aggression, they are det.ermined to· 
fight on till total . victory. With the invincible strength of · 
their national un·ity,-and thf. warm suppoi•t of their brothers 
and friends · in all continent!; our people are sure to, 
attain the·ir objectives • to. liberate the South, to. defend ihe 
Nor.th, ·to .proceed to the peaceful re14nifi.cat-ion of Jhe Fa-

. therland, .thereby contribufiing to the 11w.intent;tn,9e of peace 
in. As.ia and . the wor.ld. · 

T warmly ~tail the cburq,geous stritggle of our ''American 
friends whatever the colour of their .;kin, to demand that 
the U._S. gqver~mlmt stop the aggressive wai• iii Viel 
Nanz ; that iS" a sk~uggle which, while ·· supportin.g .oiw 
people's. resistance fight, defend the-.. 'i-riter'est'5 a-na honour · 
of the, American people and, safeguard the life of their boys.: 

I wish yo·it fitrther suecesses in this just struggle. 

Good !zealth anif. good luck /!i'; the, New ·Ye~r~ 
HO CHI MINH 

lo/ 

Nfl: AND DRVN DELEGATIONS' 
JOINTi1 ·COMMUNIQ.UE 
' . ;. "1 ' - ' 

on U.S. Puppets .Holding Up 
Paris -Conference 

THE d. elegation of the Sou th 
Viet Nam National 
Front for Liberation lbd 

by Mr.· Tran Buu Ki em and 
the delegation of t;he Govern,­
m~n t of the Democratic Repu­
blic of Viet Nam led by M~nis­
ter Xuan Thuy to the . qua­
dripartite Paris Conference on 
Viet Nam on December 24 
held talks at the seat of the 
delegation of the NFL. The 
two delegations published on 
December 25 · the following 
joint communique : 

.. "I. After 1).$, Pr~side_nt 
L. Johnson was . compelled 
on Octoqer 31, 1968 to cl_ecla­
r e the unconditional cessation 
Of bombardments on the 
-vhole . teq-itory of t},le DRVN 
g,nd, at the sarp.e time, propo­
sed that the Paris conference 
on Viet Nam be he1d on 
Novembei; 6, 1968, · the 
governme,nt. of the DRVN 
and the Central Committee 
.of the South \Tjet Nam N.F.L. 
J:espectively issued on No­
vember '2 and November 3, 
1968, declarations reaffirming 
their position to resolu tely 

struggle for independence 
a,nd freedom, an(! accepting 
to participate in the four-:. 
delegation Pari.s conferencti 
including theDRVN, the Sout4 
Viet Nam, NFL, the U.S. 
and 1he Saigon admin~stra­
tion. On :November. 4, i968, 
Mrs Ngnyen Thi Binh, the 
representative of ~he NFL 
c;ame to Paris, ready to taJrn 
part in the conference. But 
the· Saigon administration, 
by means of tortuous 
arguments, refused to send 
its representatives to the 
conference on schedule .. C:on" 
fronted with this situation, 
the representatives of' the 
DR VN and of the NFL pro­
posed to the repr.esentatives 
of the U.S. that the three 
delegations - alreacly present 
in Paris should start the 
conference and that - the 
r epresentatives of the Saigon 
administration would join in 
as soon as they arrived in 
Paris. The U.S., however, did 
not accept this propos-a.1-, 
therefore over one month has 

(Continued page 7) 



1968, A YEAR OF UNPRECEDENTED VICTORIES 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM'S REVOLUTIONARY FORCES 
nobody. Even in its infancy, 
the people's revolutionary 
power is full of vitality, and 
brilliantly vindicates the 
superiority of a revolutionary 
power of the people and for 
the people. 

The emergence of the Viet 
Nam Alliance of Na1ional, 
Democratic and Peace Forces 
has given the national front 
against U.S. aggression, for 
national salvation a substan­
tial push forward while fur­
ther aggravating the isolation 
of the enemy and causing, 
deeper splits in their ranks, 
narrowing down their politi­
cal following into a mere gang 
of cruel agents with many 
blood debts to our people, a 
clique of dirty reactionaries 
who depend for their survival 
on the U.S. imperialists' neo­
colonialis t policy. 

For North Viet Nam, the 
year was also a year of 
tremendous achievements, 
with the people and armed 
forces successfully thwarting 
all U.S. moves in its war of 
destruction, shooting down 
over 3,250 modern U.S. air­
craft, and finally forcing the 
lJ .S. into the unconditional 
cessation of all air, naval and 
artillery bombardments on 
the whole DRVN territory. 

In the diplomatic field, the 
general offensives and wide­
spread uprisings in the past 
year have had wide repercus­
sion in the whole world and 
in the United States itself. 
The South Vietnamese peo­
ple's iron-like determination 
to liberate the country is 
enlisting more sympathy from 
millions of people of different 
races and languages. 

Under the impact of the 
South Vietnamese people's 
-enduring struggle the U.S. 
has been forced to agree to 
negotiate with the NFL in 
:Paris. The NFL has been 
·enjoying wholehearted sup­
port from the world peoples 
who see in it the inspirer, 
·organizer and leader of the 
.South Vietnamese people's 
struggle against U.S. aggres­
sion, for national salvation, 
the spokesman of the South 
Viet Nam people's aspirationi 
for peace and independence, 
the authority fully competent 
to see to all matters related 
to the political settlement of 
the South Viet Nam issue. 
On both the diplomatic front 
and the battlefield, the 
N.F.L. -- genuine representa­
tive of the Sou th Vietnamese 
people - iJ pressing attacks 
on th~ U.S. imperialists -
chieftain of imperialism -
while the whole progressive 
mankind including the peace­
and justice-loving people in 
the United States, is milita­
ting for an immediate end to 
the U.S. war of aggression 
and the pull-out of all U.S. 
troops. 

LVIPORTANT SIGNIFICAN­
CE OF THOSE VICTORIES 

1--rHE great and all-sided 
victories in 1968 have 
brought about for the 

South Vietnamese people a 
new strategic position and 
endowed them with a new 
strength and a new ability. 
They have given an impetus 
to the combined strength of 
the people in the new mili-

2 
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tary situation, and have given 
rise to new awl favourable 
opportunities for the conti­
nuation of the general offen­
sives and widespread upri­
sings till complete victory. 

The <lramatic changes in the 
war situation have found a 
concentrated expression in the 
following points : 

The enemy are bogged 
down neck-daep in th9ir 
defensive strateg.y in Soutll 
Viet Nam. Before he had had 
time to redeploy after the 
failure of his 1968 '' search­
and - destroy" a·1d "pacifi­
cation" plans he had to switch 
abruptly to the ;:iassive "hold­
and-clear" strategy which has 
been receiving crushing blows 
right from the beginning and 
is torn by internal contradic­
tions: contradiction between 
the purpose of the aggressive 
war - to defeat the opponent 
by military offensive - and 
the present defensive strategy 
contradiction between the role 
of U.S. troops now bearing the 
brunt of the war and the need 
to " de-Americanize " the war 
to ea.;e the tension in the 
United S~ates ; contradiction 
between ihe weakening puppet 
army an<l its duty of taking 
over the burden of the war ; 
contradiction between concen­
tration and dispersion of forces 
respectively to defend the 
towns and pacifv the country­
side;contradiction between the 
ambitious designs of the ag­
gressors and the sinking mo­
rale and low combat efficiency 
of both U.S. and puppet troops 
who get disgusted with the 
war and want peace now; 
contracliction - between the 
political objectives of neo­
colonialism and the barbarous 
war methods, etc. 

Outwardly the enemy's de­
fensive perimeter looks firm 
enough, with layer after 
layer of defensive lines. But 
in fact it is vulnerable, and 
has exposed the enemy to 
repeated attacks, and conti­
nual strategic encirclement 
on the whole battlefield, es­
pecially in urban areas. 

Militarily, the enemy's stra­
tegic posture is brought about 
by the over-all weakness of 
position and difficulties of 
the U.S. in the political, eco­
nomic and diplomatic field in 
Viet Nam, at home, and 
elsewhere. This has placed 
the enemy on the horns of a 
dilemma, making it impos­
sible for him either to attack 
or to hold his ground. If the 
U.S. stubbornly persists in 
its war, it will not escape 
heavier and more humiliating 
setbacks. 

2. - The great, all-sided 
victories won by the South 
Vietnamese pC!ople and their 
armed forces in the past year 
have triggered off seriouo; 
upheavals in the U.S., and 
conditioned the f<1ilure11 of 
the chieftains of the U.S. 
warmongers right on the 
political front in the United 
States. Divergences have been 
growing between the U.S. 
people and the U.S. govern­
ment, between different 
ruling circles and even among 
government officials of the 
U.S. The U.S. has become 
more and more isolated in 
the world and more alienated 
from even its allies apart 
from innumerable economic 

and financial difficulties 
which exert a deteriorating 
influence upon the already 
unstable political situation. 

3. - The Viet Nam people's 
considerable and comprehen­
sive achievements have dealt 
a m:>rtal blow at the Saigon 
puppet administration, ren­
dering its fabric looser, and 
making its doom all the more 
inesc:i.pable. 

Under the impact of the 
onslaughts of South Viet Nam's 
revolution, the confusion 
among U.S. puppet ranks has 
increased, and so have the 
differences among the traitors. 
By stepping up pressganging, 
repression, looting, the enemy 
is directly harming the inte­
rests of many strata of the 
people, thereby exacerbating 
their hatred and strengthen­
ing their resolve to 
overthrow the puppet clique 
of traitors already torn 
asunder by rivalries and per­
sonal ambitions. 

4. - The South Vietnamese 
people's victories give a 
strong fillip to the world 
revolutionary movement 
especially to the struggle of 
the people against imperial­
ism, first and foremost 
against U.S. imperialism. 
They have brought home to the 
world's peoples with greater 
force that under present-day 
historic conditions, a nation, 
small but united and having 
a sound political line, a close­
ly-knit organization and a 
a firm resolve to fight for 
independence and freedom, is 
fully capable of defeating any 
colonialist or imperialist 
army of aggression. 

The movement against U.S. 
aggression and in support of 
Viet Nam has spread to all 
parts of the world and in the 
United States as well where 
the front against the ruling 
circles and in support of Viet 
Nam is broadening. 

THE above brings out in 
bolder relief the magni­
tude of the successes 

scored by South Viet Nam 
revolutionary forces in rg68. 
The significance of their vic­
tories lies in the fact that 
the results of a long and 
arduous struggle, the fruit 
of sustained and unusual ef­
forts and of lofty and im­
mense sacrifices of the entire 
South Vietname~e people ; 
they are a vivid illustration 
of the undauntedness of the 
Vietnamese nation. 

These victories are of spe­
cial significance in the sense 
that the Vietnamese people 
and armed forces not only 
dare to fight but also know 
how to fight against the 
most up-to-date strategies 
and tactics and all modern 
war theories of the present 
capitalist world. 

Bygone is the time when 
imperalism ruled the roost 
over the five continents. The 
chieftain of the imperialists­
the U.S. imperialists - is 
unable to reverse the wheels 
of history. Viet Nam's vie· 
tory over the U.S. imperial­
ist has filled with pride 
and self confidence not only 
the Vietnamese people but 
also the whole progressive 
mankind. 

THE U.S. continued acts 
of war against the 
DRVN during the first 

half of Dec. 1968 were de­
nou11ced by thi> Commission 
for Investigation of the U.S. 
Imperialists' War Crimes in 
Viet Nam in a most recent 
communique. 

The communique pointed 
out that while in South Vht 
Nam, the U.S. was speeding 
up its "accelerated pacifica­
tion" programme which 
mainly consists in wholesale 
destructioP, especially with 
B32 raids, and herding of the 
people into disguised concen­
tration camps, in North Viet 
Nam it intensified provoca­
tions and more blatant 
violations of the sovereignty 
and security of the DRVN 
and committed new crimes. 

The U.S. acts of war in 
this period were characterizer! 
by the following : 

U .s. steps up 
against DRVN 

First 

1. Intensification of recon­
naissance flightf'. 

430 sorties of manned and 
robot planes conducted 345 
spy missions over 24 provin­
ces, cities in the north and 
Vinh Linh area as comoared 
with 140 sorties in the" first 
15 days of Nov. 1968. The 
lowest figure was 18 missions 
on December 5 while the 
highest, 44, was "reached on 
Dec. 15. In the area stretch­
ing from Nghe An to Ben Hai 
river, there were as many as 
300 spy sorties carried out 
by U.S. planes. Hanoi airs­
pace was violated 4 times, 
Haiphong's 3 times. 

2. Attacks against populous 
areas, new crimes in Quang 
Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An arid 
Vinh Linh area. 

On the strength of such 
arbitrary declarations as 
'' using many means neces­
sary including suppressive 
fire to rescue its reconnais­
sance pilots who may go 
down in North Viet Nam ", 
the U.S. has sent many 
groups of F 4s, F 105s... to 
bomb and strafe populous 
villages and hamlets located 
in Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, 
Nghe An and Vinh Linh area, 
and in 38 raids, U.S. planes 
dropped 50 demolition and 
blast bombs, over 100 CBUs 
and fired numerous missiles, 
rockets and zomm shells ... 

THE outgoing year is thus 
a year of unprecedented 
victories of the South 

Vietnamese people and armed 
forces. 

These tremendous successes 
can be ascribed to : 

- The sound revolutionary 
line worked out by the NFL. 

-The matchless valour and 
efforts of the elltire South 
Vietnamese people who have 
brought into full play their 
tradition of thorough revolu­
tionary spirit, their undaun­
tedness and their supreme 
heroism in the struggle for 
independence, freedom, demo­
cracy, peace· and national 

on a State farm and 3 villages 
in Vinh Linh ar~a. 17 villages 
in Quang 1:3inh, one in Ha 
Tinh, one in Nghe An. 

11 Qua11g Binh on Dec. 4, 
7, 8, 9 and 12, U.S. planes 
flew 29 attacks with demoli­
tion and steel-pellet bombs 
against 1 7 villages in 5 
districts (out of a total of 6 
districts) killing 3 people, 
wounding 55 ·others: 'des-· 
troying 30 houses and other 
property and many crop fields_ 

There were 9 strikes on 
Dec. 7 alone and 7 on Dec. 
9. On Dec. 7 in two raids 
on Nghia Ninh village, 4 
" Phantoms " released 8 
demolition and blast bombs 
killing 5 people, wounding 
8 others, most of them 
women and old folks, and 
burning down 15 houses. On 
Dec. 9, at 10 hour-.;, 2 F.4s 
dropped 4 CBUs on Canh 
Duong village, Quang Trach 

provocations 
in December 
Half 

district, making 15 casualties. 
In Ha Tinh on Dec. 7, two 

F4s dropped 4 CBUS on Ky 
Lam village, killing or wound­
ing ro people working in the 
field. 

In Nghe An on Dec. 9, at 
IO. 55 hours, U.S. planes 
fired 2 Shrike missiles on 
Nghi Khanh village, 12 kms 
north-east of Vinh city. 

In Vinh Linh area on Dec. 
r, 2, 3, and 4 U.S. planes 
attacked 7 times with demo­
lition and steel pellet bombs 
a State farm and 4 populous 
points in Vinh Son village 
located in the Demilitarized 
Zone and two odjoining 
villages. 

Besides, U.S. artillery based 
south of the Demilitarized 
Zone and frclm U.S. warships 
made nine shellings in three 
days (Dec. 4, 5 and 13) 
firing 130 rounds on 3 villages 
in the northern part of the 
Demilitarized Zone ; the USS 
New Jersey on Dec. 3 and 5, 
slammed twelve big shells 
into Vinh Son village, causing 
considerable damage to the 
people's property. 

T
HE communique remarked 

in conclusion that such 
frantic ;i,cts of war 

beliC'd the words of peace of 
the U.S. ruling circles. 

reunification. 

- The wholehearted sup­
port of 60cialist North Viet 
Nam - the great and solid 
rear area of the whole 
country. 

- The sympathy and sup­
port and substantial assistance 
of the sociaUst camp and the 
growir.g sympathy and sup­
port of the world's people 
and of th~ U.S. progressives 
as well. 

THE communique ended 
with a, call for watch­
fulness in face of the 

utter obduracy of the U.S. 
imperialists whr:se def eat is 
but a foregone conclusion ! 

VIET NAM COURIER 
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'"' JBre.wifilmI~,, \WfuIDai,~ J'COlill 

tfIID «®JJIB !! Wmmr mJbxe Us; jmio;tt: 
al :Jre.w tmml1.1lli;; ll!H !! "" 
lliie:nn~:: 
'"'~ ~ mnre,, lhmntt: .I 
tt~ cdf ~ <allllli!ll I 
<fillllllillmf'tt mnft 1b=nr stlai._wiinug 
lhllmre.. Amrfil Il c&> DJJ«Dtt a::aim7 
nnnrlil,, ~ ~"".. -

~mwm 1LiWID 11~ 1t® ;ai:!!> 

$i~<tl!l!lllllJP=JT JPX!!>lliittii­
«alll ~~ 'Wgm 

£row; l§Jff ttfue :mittii. .... .aJiiu~ 
~ x. c.CilJlll .Jl1ll1Me ~JI¢)$. 
iw t!1be tfil.1i.m~ ®ff ;<). lllm:itk 
.~w.it lUI.$.. ;aili~ al$ ~ 
\\\~ s>tt<il!~im~ ai1t .lliJii<t;~!lll 
~ lliiWh l®ll ai ~1m Siii~1e. a 
~)llh) M. ~IIl!jlj'. l!Jlljlry-~:o:11i 
1b.im1 im.~ lruJl]jf a Jl1001tJT"~ l!.i>! 
(t~l\.1..~~~~ 
Slit'~ wtt tt~ ~~· 
~~ 1~&1 l!filiD ~)). 
i~1~ai. ~wltllJt m.r~ ~ ~ 
))~ ;ll\.\>'J11"·· ]$!§ ~tl§ WM@ 
a_l)_lJ.l @?11~~· ~ 1li.rii001 w 
:Pl~ rt@ :fui.i§ ~ \9w1!'. ~Jlil ~:!il~Jlil ~ 
ai. ~11§> ~~- M& §JlliM~ 
<9#. p;airrtt @ff 11tili§ ~Jft ~1, 
~ ~ ~-· Aoo~lli!M 
S'!Wi.Wlliw §ttl!R§ll!: Mi :iliiii§ §~~ .• 
fl.w ~ §f@# @j."~@'4 
1\Ji'ii!\1 1!@ JWdl\Y@ ttl\l@ @-'ilt'il 6JW?~ 
~-· :i!fu1t ~ ~J!ilfil§~ 00 
~~ aiJJ.il@..\Y~&l w M&f @00 
~~~tt- ~fipt, il~ ~ Wai§ ~<¥z:m~ §@!": 
~.. S\.\V@&t atOO ~f?U: 

ltit&d blood mnde 11t!:H 
patches on his cloth~s. As 
he could not wtuk, Sung 
who was also Party secretttry 
Qf tl\e company, Cl'tiWlt!d to 
eacli gun s1ttl to instil the 
strengtlt of tho PMty lendGr· 
::;bip into N\cl\ fighler and 
¥'.lSS them tl.e order from 
higher qut~rters. 

The sun had sunk behind 
the mount<1.in nmge. The 
fight s topped after three 
Amtu~rican planes •vent down 
m the atta. 
Ooly then did Sung le t 
hlm,self be p laced on a stret­
cher and taken to hospital. 
Many local people who were 
also under treatment there 
crune to inquire about his 
Ieats. But Sung only smiled­
and said un!lSsumingly : 

"Well, it was nothing 
very unusual". 

And he reco•mted to them 
the courageous deeds of ma­
ny other men in bis regiment. 

The patients, after reco­
very, went back to their 
vilbge and spread r-ound 
the stories told by Sung. 

O NE day, as they return­
ed from a grass - cut­
tmg tr)p, three girls, 

L:i~n, Dao and Kinh, saw a 
JT"OW (Jf cooking pots filled 
with ri~ and vegetables 
1fo~d up akmg 1'he bamboo 
~W<lffi wlw§e topiJ had be~n 
tm~wd b)' Anwrican bombs 
'l]jey quidM g11.th1mid tbat 
t~ ~ m Reglnient X had' 
jns;t ~ft for an emergency 
m!§§U7.u, having . no tim'e to 
fa~ th~ir lmwh. ' It was 
noody twim. 1'he girls were 
t~lv~§ tormented by 
h'iin~M a.rut. at first dacided 
w ~§ MIM /<Jr h:1nch then 
~ bMk and carry foods 
to tlw !itmymiJn, Eu.t the 
§tmy §f tu:-my eook ,K iem 
%-iJ.Wb tlwy lmd jmi t heard 

~t th@ mt?fil1ml staUtm Wfi§ 
fr@tBh ln tlrnif mind, H i§ 
lHrn thi!B : I{i(,im rnmrnin~ 
from a !!llpply mill!litm §W]l= 
p!l'd Oft t:lfi 1filil WWY {It Vi§it 
his fomily wHh !lO kiklgmm§ 
of food for bhl unH dang Ung on 
Ms slrnulder pol@ when lm@my 
plarrns raide.o his village . He 
ciune home only to find that 
hisbroth11r bad bi:ien ldlled by 
an American bomb ~md his 
wife who had jus t been taken 
out of a sinasched shelter was 
still unconscious. However, 
overcoming his grief, after 
burying his, brother and 
cheering up his wife, he 
set out again, cros­
sing the field while ihe 
bombing was still going on, 
to .catch up with his unit 
which by now had · gone a 
score miles aw,ay. The 
e~ample set by the army 
cook made tlw girls almost 
completely · forget their 
hunger. And they eagerly 
placed the cooking . pots into 
the baskets and off they 
went after the gunners guided 
by the traces left by the 
gun carriages. 

THEN there was the story 
of Miss Haan calling a 
meeting of her produc­

tion team to discuss measures 
to combat pest. Before ~he 
had any clear idea. of what 
should be done, Hoan remind­
~d' an present of the action 
of four members of Regiment 
X who used an anti-aircraft 
gun to sink an American 
commando boat. 

That day Ba's crew consist­
ed of barely four men from 
four different branches. Tinh 
was a worker ·at an arms 
manufacture. An came from 
a sigpal unit. Lien was scout. 
Only Ba was a gunner. The 
four were engaged in drilling 
to become "versatile fighters" 
when a U.S. commando boat, 

rad({l/fC (/J({J)f!jj 
)J }J 

l#Jft"{}fgt§ !fttT!§ ~ Wm~;:n i:1¥@f MJtm da}% th@ u .s. carried 
~t .friimyr &8& :m imd mwa1 ~€ffili'la:rt'lm1rntil on n, ' ' illage ie 
~AR. ffef&V~rree· ~&ffli ¥i@t ~ilfil, Y@t, ~mly 6' fow persons 
?l(@f@ ~iij@f@d: ·'*' §figfe 8} f:!i{§ ei'Vil d@foml@ liXploit goes to a. 
lr~ efFj •§@ §t&ff ,i§ !.81& ~¥. Nhan JJtm's eonespondent 
iii #i@f{W1flEC: FBIW\'Yl:fl~ i § 8: §l!13hHy l!brld~@d version of it: 

Vitt filAM e§QRUrn 

f3&'/Jlt:Jsi 1Jt1 t1hargti, and hung it 
tm a s€1Ud t.Jipfltl installe4 on 
an air=Htid watning shelter. 

'fy wag fWt1rjoyl'd at the 
aHigimirnt, t1ot only because 
it §1:1.iUti his tttrn</>tir<mit1it. An 
,4.rt1t1f!frtH1. missile had killed 
#ai and Tha11g, two dose 
elfiss=matt1s of Ms. Am.enwn 
h@mb5 h.1td aho killtd a dozen 
t:Jthtf! '/Ht/Jill! and levelled his 
§€h9@l, 

Hf<J?/mt 1'ieAt have tlut Yanks 
lfl fflfntl h.1W<1, awl tt,•hy are they 
§@ fnti!/H !. Tice questi&a a1111e 
Mfli tlOOf}' liOttJ tu1d llum. to his 
mirta. 

Ht1 'ii:ltsh.ttl lw fiPUlil. qalickly 
~@f@me 11. flit fri,lol: OI' 1m twli­
afrmif t ~mo~~,. to gi'II:e the 
(J,S, tth pl"f'iftf:S Ill.ta pmlish­
irtt bl@1t1S tiw:p dt:Si:Jlf.·"<d. 

Unfo,.twnately he was still a 
stnall boy ... 

"Well," he said to himself, 
"I'll use my eyes, my ears and 
my hands rn give 'f»'ompt warn­
ings to the villagers against 
in-coming planes." 

On late afternoons, when the 
sky turned. light blue and the 
breeze briskly pushed the 
brown sails towards the shore. 
T y, sta.nding at his look-out, 
wished he could gii!e just one 
stroke at the bomb shell, indi­
cating that 1UJ plane r.ms in 
sigh/. and that the villagers 
might go on with tlu:H 
W01'k- Unf orlunately such 
afternoons were very 1'are ! 
On 1'ainy nights. when the 
h01Dl of the sea wi1zd mingle;/. 
with the 1'00.1' of warplanes or 
the 1'umble of wanhif>s, r.,, 
would come out of his shelur 
and try w 4J.§tingui§h betw'Ce11 
the 111utm1#' of hi$ " 11ati11e 
sea •• and " the noi.fe mmJe f;;y 
the 1memy ", 

Whal a i:Uf/iwtty, i'11dMI, ! 
Hfn» lo wund the a/.ann pro-

tiildn~ Mvtttttfi~ IJf the mi.s>tr 
W~!ti:Mf, t!fYVft}M~ t~ 
!'llJfi§t, W1uit f!, fat t~r~~t ~ 
filwttld they J~t t~ ~im~oo 
!lHp wlwn tlw IWEH1lf 1MMi 
brnttftht hi~H up w t"~t 
i.n frnnt 11f fbrlt" ~un muzzle !. 
But had any b©©k lW' 
d1~m to fife at a 
an itnti·afr~rn:ft ~un? ~n<ec: 
fhele§!I, l>eeping to t·Jw gc~ 
rule of revolutitmairy wa.ir, 
natru!ly to iiftht tbe !\?.m-ruy 
with any weapon at y0i..1n 
disposal and be alway:!i> oo 
the offensive, the fuuir ~~ 
to open up at the shlr. The 
barrer of their gmu llf'All"te:rted 
slowly. After caireffuUy taikiillllg 
aim, they let offf tillle :ff:ii:nt 
round which lbo:ire iiirn'!t@ ffllne 
ship's cabin. \Vi•hmntt: he$ii 
lation. they now iiurOOI a mg 
burst. T he mara1111diillllg clldlffit,, 
hit almost at poimtt: ll>l!aumlk:, 
was ripped open and wenu!t to 
the bottom instantlv before 
it could return a sillgleshot. 

_Aji ~00§ @I ~§ jj>P@~ 
~~~~ ~<@l!ilil @JlW ilr~ w 
m~M- tw §WY' ·~ jfe~t 
§~ft!m~ ~ii) t~:ir ~~@-F . 
1t~ MY \WJ!ili).i!Y.!lJ.t ~ il~· 
,-.yMJ!ii tMiif @l1(l'Jli) ~~.,;,:iil!l~ 

t~~, ~- ~- lkii~~ 
:'il§l!ii=;ii\!Ml jfji]l\l~ tk @'~ 
~M@ s;&lV't:4, 

l
:EA~Jil!rn~ :JfJf@Jlllil, ~ ~ 

htl:illl)l§f, @Jljle ~. 11k 
al.f~ §@ii~ <11l!11\lil ~ 

~llll w~~~l!ii ul!J1:lhllh.l;ill..we lh.l@il:\~1i111~ 
fo~JfoUW ~If" 1fais;ll® ai\IML 
Ji»;:.i'lo"<e r!illtlkiil.W 1tk 11J).$, '\\Val.J.f t1illf 
<\ll@~tlit't!Ddii©iw ~iii.Jlll..d 1tlhiciir 
ll~ty, Allll1l'ii....aiiittemftt ~~­
~1t x <ilJl'(il!lll@ 00 ~:11Mi1t ~im 
.lll"'Jli !Uf.S. Jill~. efftf~twieM. 
(!]heJfeJ!ll\1llihlllg; 1the Jlav~ atnny 
~@f 1the~- Jim 
1nettimm, 1lfue JJl~ fu!ll W'iill1llln 
'lLlimillll,. .emi~ d~ JP>ll!P>-
1t<EC1!:ii©llill ~mllllll 1tlme ;;nnmw. J!Dalwe 
:al(:J!niew€d ig~ ll\l!:stWiltl$ iiim. 
pir00llllclii0Jlll. <il\llllldl ~ iiJm. 
tin.e ffiigHutt:fumg. 2lllll«ll mwlliicd 
good lhteep to 1tllne :ffngl!a1tteJI'$. 

S word-drill by Y. village (Ha Tay pnminet) miUt itl11'ttn 

perly so tlw ruUagers coald go 
011. slet:fri:11g mhna. t/ley amid, 
or gst u-p a'llld <PSt to tloaheltRs 
whim. tkcy had. to. 

"Roop y<Pau retns ffe1ri.rdkeril, 'Di'§» 
a11d ,__,. eytes ski:-.aw'41,. •• TlkO.s 
WIUISeJ f 'rom g11@V1,ffei 1Jli:fdlfJ;p,ll' ,S<irJm;_ 
was alW!aJ!S i~ T1!s m'61Yl,. 

By l{,tml/,i11J1i1/!41.1l~y 'flJ.!Y41!/JdJd111lig 
the tllml!it.lllN'tfft @ff ltl!lifl!llllltJJ '§tllMmres. 
Ty grad1t4dly ~ 1111s;riil. fl.® reJMtry1 
cme of flkei:lf triltlks ra1J/Ni, ICWJIW.!M 
111ake ~~Ir ~ [g//f//i'.$$ff!S ®/f 
wkal tkey ~re 1ilt/jP t®. 

E 1l!rtry W= lhre s;lt~ ttlh& 
bomb IC/I.IS/a ~ ltJkte Wiilll/.!orgliJ/'$ 

11-mkl'~ttllva!t f/]JiJe~{fs; 'IJWl!»(/! 

only fff.yi~ ff4i.s/t,, 'W~ t11J111t 
planes ~ •ldlif, It.® ~ lJlfiJ 
gave tklfiwt ~- ())f/ftlmi.,, {(ljff/JJJr 
sou.1odiitD(f; ttlhrt !lJl!,(/JJf1/l;l/, 11111! '/Jirtd jpisit 
time ta ~ i'l!llit@ tt1llll! $fkrii/,ff!JJJr 
oefo'1'1£ tl.i1t ~llJJ/i'{frp; ~~ 1['1ite 
bomb-tw;siw, ·ilt:srelllf ?&!Ill$ /Jtjjft, i'ltlflJ:­

ny 4illU'S UJJy ~ ~­
OHU tlw fe'tlll~ #ii,'ll'ifll, (//, lh110~ 
of 71;18/tll/llJ, ~ #ii'#! @J'/t lkiiJJ; 
slaelUT- Tk ~ ~ 0 
few fed '§rxm.sit fJlkt2 WJk r4f' lkii$ 
neck. Bod Ty WllS Wdt ~ 
/or Joe 1!l!lfllS QJ;/JJJ/,r;) roll:11tfiC$1$ /fnJ ~ 
f'/u! tiNUllO.'Jl"S i~Jf1$ .. @111<1:flJ ffl!~ 
pla.10es 1.111$)1'1i" ?L~r&l/JJ,~ sJltiiJm.. 
mi·11g tJke IUl!UJ1Sfi,., Yli?h,, 1[~ ~ 
01ely ff:wle. llm MIR! lJarmdltdt>;,, 
th1:ti:4r:~rDXUJIJ/fl/.s~~qjliifdk.. 

ing, while on the r ivM' the 
boats conti11ud to ferry pa§· 
stmgers, 

That pattern of life /za§ been 
goi1ug «nt /01' nea1'ly f i:mr year. 
- i10 village T., <.Juynh Luu 
d:ishia,Nghe An jJtovint:e, Ta 
Q111Mli10g Ty luu Jot nwre tl«ui 
:n:.,(ll!BO tla.ys s141od gt«Wd baiu 
ms IM1NN8J.-.t«S>i:n a11d has med 
-n£'§1 ffi,'i$ liauuume·n; sl.Y·ikmg · at 
ttk. 'ilxmmmb ddl '/IJl!kuk Hisel/ has 
~ i111t llDlla irP»ne $OU. U.S. 
~ aUl/IA, 'IM!J:IWStips l/:Jin'e lf','df.1'­

ri(fjj/, @/Jiil 11llfU;l/lf/.J1 6oo» hilillfllPirn'4-
11111JDiff.s; {/J/.fl!!IJitrmgj. ttlJJ& Tllill.i~. ht 
@dy llli /freaw t11/Jf111JfDJmg f11JJm 1JJiillll4llg;({!/F$ 
~re 'UJJJMJJlJ'IJti 1f710j.$ 1l!lm$ tilJJiJllJIJh 
ft1io tilbai pM1, ~. • pgrfi, 
rlifif//1£Jtlitf£,,rmYllfl,Mill3JJ»IJJhfe~ 
rd/12111/s; ~~ ·~.../JJiJJ:afir 
rJJiJ, lliiltttllre IMJ.Jp. 

i[!)IWJ; 7f11 !Imi.llJ 11/11) 'f!l1aota w 
<mill~ Ill f!lira'!lb, ~ '/fii»fE tdtnarulkiim{g 
mtt 'iii ll! lidiff!k rum/Uiii'dtrw11tt afltn.ufi. 
lllfre !d!Jrli(;/k ft}}'1lllJlJ ttiimtts;.. 1lJJm 
?Vi~ ffiwmlp1fll, ~ tt!Jte !Y/.-d/,­
ff/IJr smm11, W/<OJ1re f111t11w ~ 11lflw, 
~ itW-11:., run.i !JliiJH~ 
mijj~ lJ-atli. ~tuil, ii>f.ttb ttllre 
'llii////(/({/fl'.,~lt[rjl 
'/fJlflOl'll!.. 

?Utlk{J,tWS 
l?J¥'e lli(JjlllJy 

ii:di 

~ ttJltmi,, Iii, 
lJtllltle lltl1l1h ®tiim/6in(/J 
~ 1r<lt rg,«tlJt(J; 1lJy Q;) 

·iii1ifg lJOimi. f#J'PJ. ••• ~ ~·~· •• 
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On Dec. · 20, 1960 the NFL. was .. born in , Sourth Yiet Nam 

EIGHT YEARS OF STRUGGLE, 
EIGHT YEARS OF VICTORIES 

Ed.··- On the occasion of the 8th founding anniversary of the 
South Viet Nam NFL, Giai Phong Press Agency has just re· 
leased a long article reviewing the achievements of the NFL 
in the struggle against U.S. aggression over the past 8 years. 

We give below an abridged version of the article. As for its 
last part devottd to the year r968, we shall give only brief ex­
cerpts. Our readers are invited to see for more details, excerpts 
of the PLAF comniunique in this issiie. 

T
HESE last 8 years consti­

tute a decisive period 
in the history of the 

South Vietnamese people's 
revolutionary struggle, a 
period marked by two op 
posite processes which have 
wholly changed the initial 
situation:. 

- As far as the U.S. 
aggressors and their flun· 
keys are concerned, it has 
been a downhill march. 
They began with the massive 
dispatch of U.S. troops to 
South Viet Nam with a 
view to a quick victory, and 
now they are seeking to 
" de-Americanize " the war 
'°f aggression. They began by 
trying with all means to 
annihilate the South Viet 
Nam people's armed forces 
and now they admit that 
a military solution to the 
South Viet Naro problem is 
not feasible and are striving 
hard to seek a political solu­
.tion advantageous for them. 
They began by obstinately 
refusing to recognize the 
NFL and now they agree 
to enter into talks with it. 

Preliminary statistics show 
that during this period, 
reckoning up to the beginning 
of Oct. 1968 only, close to 2 
million enemy troops were 
killed, wounded or captured, 
and a large number of others 
disbanded. American and 
satellite casualties alone ran 
to the region of 500,000 men, 
Enemy material losses includ­
ed more than 13,000 planes 
and helicopters shot down 
or destroyed on the ground, 
about 26,000 military ve­
hicles among them nearly 
12,000 tanks and armoured 
cars destroyed, more than 
1,100 war vessels, combat 
launches and military freight• 
ers sunk burnt or damaged. 

Political actions by the 
civilians have been staged 
concurrently with military 
operations of the armed forces 
and have greatly contributed 
to the latter's victories. In 
those 8 years, an estimated 
aggregrate 140 million turn­
out ~s r-:been recorded in 
political demonstrations in 
varied forms and on various 
scales. 

At first, the slogans were 
meant to denounce enemy 
crimes, demand payment of 
compensations, boycott re­
actionary policies and mea-

. sures, secure democratic 
liberties and vital economic 
rights. 

political power, revohJtionary 
power, really representing 
the legitimate interests and 
aspirations of the people, has 
been established or is in the 
making in many localities. In 
fact, the puppet administra­
tion now controls, and super­
ficially at that, only some 
sectors, in the cities and 
along a number of arteries. 

The NFL leads, organizes 
and mobilizes the South Viet­
namese people in the resis­
tance to U.S. aggression. It 
finds growing favour in the 
eyes of various strata of the 
people, including those in 
the cities and areas still 
under enemy control. The 
coming into existence of the 
VietNam Alliance of National, 
Democratic and Peace Forces 
wtiich approves the Political 
Programme of the Front and 
its 5 points has spelled out 
the Front's influence among 
the urban population and 
marked a new expression of 
the bloc of national union in 
the struggle against U.S. 
aggression, for national sal.­
vation. 

In the international arena, 
the credit of the Front also 
constantly grows. Up to now, 
the Front has established 21 
representations and 2 infor­
mat;on bureaux abroad and 
has sent 168 delegations to 
international, regional and 
national conferences and 237 
delegations on friendly visits 
to many countries. Its affi. 
liated organizations are 
members of II international 
organizations. 

Although the U.S. aggres­
sors still refuse to recognize 
the Front, they have been 
compelled to accept talks 
with the Front's representa-

0L<Jquent 9iqut:e6 

tives, in Paris, to seek a po, 
litical solution· to the Sputh 
Viet Nam problem. Thus, 
willy 11illy, they have had, 
in fact, to recogniz" 1he de­
cisive role of the NFL in the 
settlement of the Sr,uth Viet 
Nam problem. 

I 
N this peroid of 8 years of 

struggle waged by the 
South Vietnamese people 

against the U.S. aggressors, 
for national salvation, under 
the leadership of the NFL, the 
year 1968 incontestably, oc­
cupies a particularly impor­
tant place. 

The South Vietnamese 
people have won, since the 
launching of the generalized 
attacks and uprisings on the 
night of Jan. 30, 1968 great, 
multilateral and strategically 
significant victories. Their 
resistance to U.S. aggression 
has thus entered into a new 
period, the period of outburst 
of impetuous and sustained 
attacks and uprisings, forerun­
ners of final victory. For the 
enemy, this is a period of 
irresistible gliding toward his 
ultimate doom. 

Parallel to the prodigious 
growth of the Liberation 
Army in all fields, the 
guerilla has also made enor­
mous progress. In the first 6 
months of the generalised 
attacks and uprisings, the 
militia, guerillas and armed 
population took a toll of 
nearly 60,000 enemy casual­
ties, shot down, destroyed ot 
damaged 450 planes and heli­
copters, wrecked l,300 mili­
tary vehicles, razed more than 
700 posts and seized about 
3,000 weapons of different 
types. 

Backed by the impetuous 
widespread attacks by the 
PLAF, the armed uprisings of 
the people in turh provided 
support for the l.atter's opera­
tions by making away with 
cruel thugs, breaking the 
enemy's grip, cutting com­
munication lines and besieging 
enemy posts. 

Like the armed uprisings, 
the unarmed political strug­
gle of the popular roasse:> 
has experienced a new deve­
lopment. According to still 
incomplete statistics, since 

last "Tet ", , the agg17egate 
total participation in politi­
cal struggle in South Viet 
Nam has reached the 20-
million mark. 

One of the striking features 
of the situation is the ever 
mote active sha.re of ·the. peo­
ple in the'rnovernent of agita­
tion among the puppet sol-
diers. · 

Immediately after the 
launching: of the Tet genera­
lised attacks ·and uprisings, 
tens of thousands of officers 
and men of the puppet army, 
responding to the NFL appeal 
and persuaded by the popular 
masses, left the enemy ranks. 
In the sector Northwest of 
Saigon alone, the action by 
the masses and by relatives 
of puppet arroymen provoked, 
in 8 months, a disintegrating 
process which affected 7,000 
enemy soldiers. 

Compared with the previous 
years, the total number of 
mutinies and revolts staged 
by officers and men of the 
puppet army has increased 
substantially. 

The morale of U.S. troops 
has also been sinking criti­
cally. In all U.S. divisions, 
numerous GI's, seized wiih 
fear, sougth to avoid combat 
with the PLAF, deserted to 
take refuge in major cities, 
refused to take part in 
military operations, and 
demanded repatriation. Cases 
of GI's surrendering to the 
PLAF were also recorded. 

The victories of the South 
Viet Nam people and their 
armed forces, the enlargement 
of the liberated zone and 
the growing prestige of the 
NFL, at home and abroad, 
have made it possible to 
establish revolutionsry 
po11<er at various levels. This 
new event has given rise in 
the liberated rural areas to a 
new atmosphere of over­
flowing zeal and enthusiasm. 

The new power continued 
to distribute land to those 
peasant;; who lack it and 
helps them, in particular, to 
organize themvelves into 
mutual-aid teams with a 
view to boosting production. 
Great attention has been 
paid to the development of 
education, health and cultur­
al work. 

~ As far as.the South Viet­
namese. people are concern­
ed, it has been an upward 
climb. They began with 
guerilla actions by scattered 
forces supplied with rudimen­
tary weapons and now they 
have at their disposal big 
and well-armed units capable 
of attacking even the roost 
strongly guarded lairs of the 
enemy. They began with 
isolated uprisings against a 
numerically superior enemy 
and now they stage genera­
lized uprisings, overwhelm­
ing the enemy everywhere. 
As for the National Front for 
Liberation, at the beginning 
it gathered only a restricted 
numbet of people and today 
it has become a powerful 
force, rallying under its ban­
ner different social classes 
and strata and revolutionary 
organisations in South Viet 
Naro, is doing the duty oi a 
real people's· administration 
and enjoys the confidence 
a•1d protection of the popular 
masses and a high prestige 
iii the world: 

Today they are aimed at 
the overthrow of the puppet 
adrninistr Jtion, the withdraw 
all of U.S. troops, .the peo­
ple's right to sovereignty, 
independenc.e. and freedom 
and the re-establishment of 
peace. Since last " Tet ", 
this movement has been 
gaining fresh momentum and 
has turned an armed insur­
rectional drive in the whole 
of South Viet Naro. It has 
reduc~d to failure a strategic 
plan of the aggressors :: con­
duct aggression under a neo­
coloniaiist form. 

South Viet Nam Liberated Areas 

Constantly Strengthened and Widened 

It is an undeniable fact 
that, from weak, the South 
Vietnamese people's position 
have now become strong, and 
th at. for the U.S. aggressors 
and their lackeys, the pro­
cess has just been the other 
way round. 

0, VER these past 8 years, 
the South Vietnamese 
people, who have been 

tesisting the biggegt army of 
aggression history has ever 
known, have been -;vinning 
tremendous victories. 

4 

Agitation work among 
enemy troops has also 
yielded great successes. Ac­
cording to still incomplete 
figures, by Sept. 1968, more 
than 467,000. puppet soldiers 
had deserted or had been 
disbanded. Developments on 
the battlefield today clearly 
show that the puppet army is 
not viable without the backing 
of U.S. troops. 

The victories recorded in 
all fields by the South Viet 
Nam· armed· forces and people 
in the period under review 
have made possible the 
emergence of a vast liberated 
zone stretching from the 17th 
parallel to the Ca Mau point 
over four-fifths of South Viet 
Nam's territory with two­
thirds of the population. In 
these liberated areas, a new 

I
N the first 45 days of 

the generalised attacks 
and popular uprisings in 

early spring this year alone, 
thousands of enemy - built 
"strategic hamlets" were 
destroyed and more than 
r.6 million people liberated. 
In the Quang Tri ,-- Thua 
Thien - Hue sector, the 
local armed force>; and peo­
ple liberated most of the 
rural areas and even seized 
control of key populated 
areas .on the outer .fringe of 
Hue city: 330,000 of the 
total 380,000 inhabitants were 
freed. 

From Aug. 22 to Sept. 20, 
people in the coastal plain 
of Central Trung Bo launch­
ed simultaneous and wide­
spread attacks, destroying 
248 concentration areas and 
" strategic hamlets " and 

liberating J 3 more villages 
and 51 more hamlets with 
a nearly II9,000 _population. 

-- By the end of Oct. 
1968, nearly 200 village 
people's liberation commit­
tees had been set up in 
Central Nam Bo; in Central 
Trung Bo, revolutionary 
power had been established 
in 450 . villages. In· Quang 
Ngai alone, by the end of 
Aug. 1968, revolutionary 
power .had been instituted 
in 107 of the total 150 
villages. Provincial and mu­
nicipal people's liberation 
committees have been elect­
ed in Quang Tri, Thua Thien, 
Hue, Gia Lai, Quang Nam, 
Da Nang, Ca Mau, My Tho 
and Ki~n Phong. 

- From 1960 to 1968, 
more than 2 million out of 

the total 3 million hectares 
of cultivated land had been 
allotted to peasants in the 
liberated areas. The majority 
of the peasants has taken 
the path of co-operative farm­
ing (mutual-aid and work­
excha~ge teams .. :l 

- In 1966, the liberated 
z,one had 5,994 general edu­
cation schools with an over 
500,000 enrolment. In 1967, 
general education further· 
d~veloped and many more 
schools were built in the 
libera,ted hamlets and villages 
i;lose to enemy posts. In 
Western Nam Bo, there are 
at present 1,671 primary 
schools and IO elementary 
schools with nearly· loo,ooo 
pupils. In Central Nam Bo, 
1,250 new primary and 
elementary classes have been 
opened for 42,000 pupils. 
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OUR COUNTRY WILL INEVITABLY COURT .SHAMEFUL FAILnlE"' 
, .. , 

~ 

THE 24th anniversary of 
the founding of the 
VNPA, one . of the prin­

cipal · •mstrument.s of otir 
people' s revolutionary strug­
gle for national independence 
a nd socialism, was solemnly 
observed in our country at 
the s-ame · time with the '23rd 
anniversary of the , F irst 
National Resistance. At a 
grand meeting h~ld in _Hanpi 
on Dec. 21 in the ptesenc'.l 
of President·· Ho ·Chi Minh 
and leadin g ' Party a nd Go­
vernment offici a ls, General Vq 
Nguyen Giap, m ember of the 
Political Bureau of the CC of 
the Viet Nam Workers' Part y, 
V.ice Premier an.=: Minister 
for -~ational Defence·, delive r­
ed_ an important speech. 

Th~ speaker, with his 
usual insight, m ade an 
analysis of the 'military suc­
cess.es obtained by our people 
in the,ir struggle against U .S . . 
aggression in both parts of 
our country and drew there ­
fi:om the in.dispensable les­
sons. 

In the South, the General 
said, the people and their 
armed foTces have been going 
from one v ictory to another 
a nd are sure of still bigger 
successes and of final victory ; 
fo r its part, «• the socialist 
North has proved to be a 
s teel rampart and our whole 
Viet Nam a .fortress . Any 
aggressor who shuts hi.s eyes 
to- this reality and · who, 
und~r illusions, p ersists in 
his attempt against our 
country, will inevitably court 
shameful failure." 

From the victories of our 
peo ple, he drew a historic, 
clear-cut conclusion ·: " In 
our era, a people, even with 
a not very vast territory and 

- In the liberated zone, 
three-fourths · of the total 
number of ·districts have 
each an ass.istant doctor and 
on an average there is one 
assistant doctor or one 
doctor for every , 10,000 in ­
habitants, and one nurse for 
eve.ry l,2oq inhabitants; 
each village ·has from ro to 
30. medical workers. ' Di:s ­
pensaries, infirmaries , .-hos­
pitals are found in all a reas . 
At present, there are in the 
liberated ,zorie · · -a m'"dical 
college and 6. schools. t raining· 
doctors .. : · 

, -;---- In . the f~rs t 3 months.· 
of 1968, t_he Libe,,,ation Pu; 
blishing Honse printed more 
than 15;000 books· of dif­
fere·nt kinds; ·. -more ·· than 
45,000 copies of newspaper-s 
a nd more than 40,000 leafle ts 
and ·posters · were - pb t out. 
The Liberation Film·· Studio 
distributed many valuable 
documentaries; Tliere aFe 
now in the .liberated areas 
49 .pa:pers and revie,ws ·:mn 
by central, regi.onal, prov­
incial and municipal au tho- · 
rities,, Major papers, such 
as Giai Phong (Lib~ration), 
Q11an Giai P .hong .(Liberation 
A,rm;y) _and Tien Phong 
(Vanguard) have been widely 
Circu lated, even in areas 
still under enemy control. 

V!ET'·.:NAM .:couR-J.ER 
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(From, General Vo N i;_ uyen Giap's Speech at the ceremony commemora,ti,ng 

not very large population, 
but courageously standing up 
in the struggle for their 
in.dependence and freedom, 
armed with a correct line , 
fired by a great determination 

· to fight and at the same time 
knowing how to fight, will 
defeat any aggressor, be ··it 
U.S. imperialism. " . 

The -speake r pointed out 
that tht successes won · by· 
the Vie tnamese people origi­
nate from two primordial 
fac tors : .. the correct and 
creative line of our Party"· 
and " the centuries-old his­
tory of our nation. " 

For more than 20 ce nturies 
now, the Vietname·se have 
been waging a relentless·· 
struggle against foreign ag­
gression to build up an iiJde­
pendent State . · and Nation . . 
This struggle has forged a 
very profound national sen­
timent and .. an . unshakable 
will to s_afeguard . the indepen­
dence and unity of the 
Fatherland . 

The general then dwelled 
on the revolution~ry and the 
militar y line of the Viet 
Na m Workers ' Party. 

" These lines ", he said " are 
Marxism-Leninism imagina­
tive~y applied to Vietnamese 
reali tie!). They" reflect t4e 
spirit of thorough:going ·revo­
lution oftlie working class of 
our country~ the-rtta:"d'itions"of 
struggle of our Na1ion against 
for_eign ~ggression ,the c0urdge 
aha intelligence of the p:.i.s­
sionately patriot~c Vietnam­
ese man,· They are at the 
same time ·the expression of 
the finest revolutionary vir­
tues of progressive mar kind·". 

The VNWP, in general 

. the founding 'of )he . Viet Nam f,eopl e's Army) ' -· · 

Giap's words, has defined 
our Resistance to U.S. ag­
gression as '"'a revolutionary 
people's war, a · war of na­
tional libe ration versus a 
neo-colonialist war of aggres­
sion of U .S. imperialism( .. . ), 
a people's war fought unde·r 
the leadership of 1he working 
class arid on an unprecedented 
scale , a war waged· by the 
entire people, · in a ll. fields, 
of .. long duration. and by 
relying .: essentially '· on .,. their 
own forces, an inevitably · 
winni:q.g war". 

Enlightened by a penetrat~ 
ing understanding of · the 
character of ·our· epdch and the 
offensive strategy of the world 
resolution, . our Pa;rty ·has 
resorted . to· this . strategy in 
Viet Nam ' and to revolu­
tionary vi'ol ence of the peo: 
ple by ' combining armed 
s truggle · 'With mass political 
action ·in a resolute and 
uninterrupted offensive ·in 
all fields and in a ll forms. 

ft has thus defeated the tJ .~;". 
aggressors in spite of their 
ferocity and their enorn;10us 
economic and military po-
t e ntials. · · 

. By enhancing the patrio­
tism of our · .people -with 
Marxism-Leninism· and pro­
le tarian internatiunalism, our 
P arty -has developed . and 
raised to the highest degree 
the revolutionary heroism of 
our peopie ·- the source of 
our present inesistible 
strength . 

It is on this political and 
ideological basis tha t a 
Vietnamese military science 
and art has been developed 
with a strategy, tactics and 
a guiding thought in the 
conduct of the operations 

·'.; 

and in th e building of the comoatants and cadres of the 
people's armed forces , judi- people's armed forces to 
cious, effective ?-nd suitable completely defeat the Yankee 
to the ' conditions ·· :of ·our . ::aggressors to, whom b.~ _·gave 
country , our means and our "· :this · stern warning: ··· "In 
epoch. this beautiful land of Viet 

. Nam is the millenary legacy 
, In the -conclud1I\g ·p£J.rt of of ' our people ; the Yank~e 

his speech, . General '' Yo. aggressor ·· will · be utterly 
Nguyen . G1ap. warned )lS unable ' to find ·'any cover,.,_ 
against the obsJ..uracy .o! p1y · 
U .S. impe rialists who, though 
battered without let-up, still 
nurter · aggressive ' designs 
agains t our people .in both. 
zones and stop at nothing 
to reali ze them. H e re-affir-
med the certainty of our total . 
victory - tJ:i.e inevitable 
OU tcome of the realities in 
Viet Nam, as well as · 
the ·determination. of ·the 

* '·· 

. In. our. next issue, we .shall 
publish large excerpts from 
General Vo Ngu·yen Giap's 

illipoi-tant speech. 

, 
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U.S. bomb and mines have never succeeded in hamper·ing 
the traffi'C of ferries over Nghe An Province rivers 

MORE PUPPET ARMYMEN OPPOSE 

UNDER the impact df th~ 
great military, poli tical 
and. dipiomati9 succ;;es­

se's of · the ' NFL, ·a gt6wing 
number of . puppet armo/men 
have been ·tu rnin'g their 'guns 
oil ·u.s. advise rs and ·wicked 
thugs·. or ·staging: c0llective 
mutinies, .and .crossing ·c ovet 
to .the . people's side . . 

. .L . . 

. Iq Jlay ~inh prov.ince, o,µ 
Dec. Sf' 19~8 so~diers of Ran.­
ger Cbmp~ny 343 staho,ned 
at K a,tum (uo~in Northwest 
9£ Siigon) rebelled. They 
dpemd fire on the CP, kill­
ing a· U.S. · major, ·advlser ' to 
the unit, and number of cruel 
u~S.agents. -Next day, Ranger 
companies ·. 344 and 345 . were 
callEd to replace . the revplt ­
ing anit. Shock~d upon t)l~ir 
arrival by tb,.e. drastic_. rep:res­
sion of t)le_ U .S. advisers and 
their cpnfederate, the · hyo 
coqpanies. followeQ. suit with 
anti ·War actions : they burnt 
thrir uniforms, flung away 

WA.R OR RU«N AWAY 
their weapons and dema::pded 
their retura to ' their n'ative 
v illages. ·Earlier, on Dec. · 2; 
two war-resisting puppet 
R-anger platoons had disobey­
ed their commanders' order 
t o go on a foliay mission.• 

.J:q. Long An province, . 5 
collective ' rebellions were 
n~c-orde'Ci in November, staged 
by many soldiers of Batta~_ion 
1 and Battalion 3 of Regi.­
me:ri.t '!-9. puppet Division ·z5', 
who resisted marching ·orders, 
decla red ···their break - away 
with the Thieu - Ky a dminis­
tration and asked to ·return 
to their , families. All· · told, 
36.0 men of. the ·said division 
left .their ranks for home or 
jo_ined t.\le ,PJ:,AF.: 

What is most "- remarkable 
is that in the . 3 months end­
ing Qct. · ;i"i, · · 3,9p-.'.i ·puppe~ 
a,rmym en stationed in Can 
Tho deserted' or · mutinied. A 
number of · them · fought 
in coordination with the 

' . 

PLAF, wiped out 270 cruel 
agents and U.S. troops then 
went over to · the PLAF 
with their weapons . In · No-· 
ve mbe.r alone, one main force 
company and one civil-gua-rd 
company deserted. So did 140 
soldiers·'· of another 20<'.Nnan 
unit. On· Noo;r. · ·ro, as many 
as 145 ·puppet army men-:rail 
away in Can Tho. 

·-In Soc Trang •: provh1ee, 
i-©4 soldiers o! puppet,reguJar 
Regimen-t 3-1 deserted, .. i:p ... ii\. 
w.eek .. (No:v. 8 .. - No:v. 15) 
and on Nov. 9,, . 5~ m.en, . ~f 
Battalion . l, R egi ntent , 3~ 
left for home. · • } •• ;"i ,., 

·· Hundreds of other· puppet 
a rmymen ran awa'.5" or 
mutfoied in • My ·· Th.o; · Rach 
Gia and Ca .Mau p;rnvinc~s. ··: 

· In My Tho, ' Se~tr'ity 
Forces ' Company ·172' brolr~ 
away en mass.e ·on Nov.· '28 . 
Three - hundred officers .. and 
men- at the Hung Vuong 

Mil.i tary Training Camp 
deserted · in · N0vember. , ln 
the capi:tal o'f tliis ·province., 
23 ·. puppet ·policemen left 
their unit and rejoined their 
families .' ·: ' · - , 

· 'bri:' : Nov. · 3d, · IDbm.bers ., of 
Battalion 3, puppe t ':Reg'iment 
32 ran .awn y.· while, m.0:v.ing 
out on a raid in Ca Mau 
pfov'ince;.: Hu$.dr.eds'· of puppet 
ii:ri:nym~ri" 'lef t their ranks iri 
Rach' .·;'Gia:· in the · 6 .: ·days 
e"Jiding N6v. 9. · ' 

. ,':r,h,~se,, rn~t.i~ies ''a~d de.t'?er­
tipns are. oply: s~niples ." cif . a 
wl.despreaq' qieak aw_ay mo'(~­
men t th'rotighou t South \t.1et 
Nam : in-· , recent d~ys.;. They 
reflect the anxiety:, fear . an,~ 
deje,ctiQ.11 :now. ,ram,:>an_t arp.ong 
$ouJli Y:ietniJ.m _p,uppeJ iJ.r~y, 

. men, as ari effect , of tb.e 
successive victories of the 
PluAF:' They' also eonfirm ·the 
il'tcreasing ·' realization . , ·of 
pi!ippet ·. ·-ar.mymen . of the 
sustice of ·' the NiFL' s c;ause,. 
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900 U.S. planes downed • 
In Laos 

THE U.S. has been for 
more than 4 years now 
committing its air force 

to a direct aggression against 
Laos and savage bombing on 
its territory. At the same 
time, it has been pushing 
Lao puppet troops to nibble 
at the liberated areas under 
the control of tbe Neo Lao 
Haksat and the patriotic 
neutrelist forces. Thus the 
U.S. "special war" has been 
considerably escalated. Since 
early Nov. this year, the 
U.S. imperialists have been 
stepping up their air raids 
in Laos. Hundreds of sorties 
by jet planes of various kinds 
and tfms of missions by B52 
supcrfortresses have been 
carried out daily, wantonly 
raining bombs over villages 
and townlets in the liberated 
areas. In its Dec. Io issue, 
the " Baltimore Sun " disclo­
sed that U.S. aircraft had 
made in Laos 3,07r sorties 
in Sept. 1968, 4,749 in Oct. 
and 12,724 in Nov; that the 
intensity of their activities 
had increased, probably with 
the agreement of the Lao 
"government", that U.S. 
B52 bombers flew an average 
-of 32 missions a day in Dec. 
1968 against a total of five 
in the whole of 1967. UPI 
on Dec. 13 disclosed that the 

Unites States had more than 
doubled its air raids over 
Laos since Nov. and up to 
400 jd fighter bombers flew 
into Laos daily. 

The U.S. imperialists have 
committed innumerable cri­
mes against the Lao people 
in a hope to subdue them, 
but they Lave sustained very 
heavy defeats over the four 
years, and the Lao patriotic 
forces and people recorded 
the biggest victories ever in 
their history of fighting for 
independence and freedom. 
More than 100,000 U.S.-fos­
tered puppet troops were 
wiped out and 900 U.S. air­
craft shot down or destroyed 
on the ground in that 
period. 

From the beginning of 
November to mid-December, 
more U.S. planes were knoc­
ked down in Laos 1 han in 
the five-month period of 
the 1g68 rainy season. From 
Dec. 4 to 13, the Lao patriots 
in Pa Thi, Sam Neua province, 
grounded 8 U.S. aircraft with 
infantry guns. 

Prinae- Souphanouvong in 
his letter of congratulation 
tO the Lao patriotic forces 
and people on the occasion of 
the downing of the 9ooth U.S. 

plane in Laos, said : 

"The downing or w1ecking 
on the ground by the Lao 
patriotic forces and people 
of 900 U.S. aircraft proves 
the complete correctness of 
the line of pEople's war 
mapped out by the Neo Lao 
Haksat Central Committee 
and the unbending spirit of 
the Lao people fighting for 
independence and freedom ". 

The Vietnamese people 
enthusiastically welcome the 
new successes of the patrio­
tic forces and people of Laos. 
They fully support the Poli­
tical Programme of the Neo 
Lao Haksat which ha> laid 
down the correct basis for 
the settlement of the Lao 
problem. We resolutely de­
mand that the U.S. stop 
immediately its bombard­
ments of the liberated zone 
of Laos. The U.S. must 
strictly implement the 1962 
Ge~eva Agreements on Laos, 
respect the sovereignty, 
independence, neutrality and 
territorial integrity of Laos, 
and let the Lao people settle 
own internal affairs on the 
basis of the 1962 Geneva 
Agreements and in accordance 
with the present realities 
in Laos. 

Why~ Did the NFL Secure the Control of 
Such An Extensive Area in South Viet Nam 1 

Editor's note: TVe reprint below the views . of Dr. Benjamin 
Spock, the famous American paediatrist and staunch war 
resister, who recived a five years' jail term last July for his 
-participation in the movement against the Viet Nam war. 
These views are to be found in his book on Viet Nam published 
in New York in i\!Jarch 1968. 

As night falls on the other 
side of the Globe, the 
armed forces of the 

strongest nation in the world 
surrender 85 percent of the 
South Vietnamese countryside 
to the Viet Cong. 

What ii.res this mean? 

" The military flatly refu­
ses to classify any road 
in the country as safe at 
night". reports the New 
York Times (July 13, lg67), 
"not even the fourlane, 
15-inile expressway that links 
Saigon with Bien Hoa". 

Only one out of every six 
Saigon-appointed hamlet 
chiefs feels safe enough in 
his own hamlet to stay 
overnight. 

At the end of a 'search­
and-destroy' operation, the 
Viet Cong slip back into the 
villages under cover of night. 

6 

A New York Times reporter 
quotes a young American 
officer at the close of such 
a day : " Time to turn the 
country over to the VC ". 

Row has the 
Liberation Front 
Vietcong) gained 
of control? 

National 
(NFL OT 

this kind 

Our government says that 
the answer is terrorism - that 
the South Vietnamese support 
the Viet Cong only bec1use 
they are afraid. This is false. 
Even former Premier Ky, 
now Vice-President of South 
Viet Nam, admitted that 
the people of South Viet 
Nam support the Viet Cong 
for positive reasons, not just 
out of fear. In 1963 he told 
New York Times reporter 
James Reston that the Viet 
Cong " are closer to the 
people's yearning for social 

justice and an independent 
life " than his own goven1-
ment (New York Times, 
Sept. I, 1965). 

U.S. Ambassador Henry 
Cabot Lodge said much the 
same thing: " For years now 
in Southeast Asia, the only 
people who have been doing 
anything about the little 
man at the grass roots - to 
lift him up - have been 
the communists " (New York 
Times, Feb. 27, 1966). 

Ambassador Lodge was 
mistaken in implying that 
the Viet Cong is entirely 
made up of " the com­
munists " - as the surveys 
reported by the New York 
Times make clear, most 
Viet Cong soldiers do not 
considers themselves com­
munists. But he was right 
in saying that they have 
been the only ones concern­
ed about the common man 
in Viet Nam. 

Unlike the government in 
Saigon, which tolerates ex­
ploitation of poor farmers 
and workers, favoritism, in­
flation, profiteering and lack 

THE WORLD 

On the Pueblo Incident 

Korean People's 
Victory Hailed 

I
N a commentary on Dec. 

25, 1968 the Hanoi daily 
Nhan Dan, central organ 

of the Viet Nam Workers' 
Party, hailed the decision of 
the DPRK Government re­
garding the U.S. spy ship 
Pueblo and its crew. 

The paper mid : 

After lame denials the U.S. 
Government at last had to 
acknowledge that its armed 
spy ship Pueblo had conducted 
espionage a"ld hostile acts 
after intruding into the 
territorial waters of the 
Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea, U.S. Army Major 
General Gilbert H. Woodward 
on behalf of the U.S. Govern­
ment signed anapology to the 
DPRK Government on Dec. 
23, 1968. 

Thus, all U.S. " menace" 
and diplomatic " pressure ", 
have not been able to save 
the U.S. Government humili­
ation of 'admitting its crime, 
the paper added. As pointed 
out by foe spokesman of the 
DPRK Foreign Ministry. 
this means an i_gnominious 
defeat for the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors and constitutes 
another great victory for the 
Korean people who have 
shattered the myth of U.S. 
might. The Pueblo inci­
dent proves that the time 
has gone for the U.S. to use 
with impunity its "gun-

of schooling except for the 
rich, the NFL is facing up 
to South Viet Nam's pro­
blems. 

Once the Viet Cong run 
the government troops and 
officials out of a district, 
the civilian arm of the 
NFL assumes the responsi­
bilities of government. In 
some areas, the N'FL has 
been the real government 
for years. Perhaps once in 
two years the Saigon army 
moves through the area and 
tries to reassert control over 
the people. But as soon as 
the army moves on the 
NFL moves back in. ln 
these areas it maintains 
order, collects taxes, runs 
schools and administer the 
courts. According to Drew 
Pearson, Secretary of :::tate 
Dean Rusk admitted to the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that everi Aner­
ican oil companies mve 

boat" policy against Asian 
peoples. Formerly the U.S. 
could, with a tiny warship, 
intimidate a small nation. But 
now, although such a most 
up-to-date armed ship and 
its entire crew had been 
captured by the Korean 
people's armed forces under 
the very nose of the 
U.S. imperialists, the latter 
could only utter Iidiculous 
" threats" and finally had to 
apologize for their crime. 

1 he Pueblo im id(nt, tht re 
fore, is a hanl blow at the 
so called U.S. "might". 

Recalling that the U.S. 
ruling circles retracted their 
admission and apology soon 
after the Pueblo crew had 
been sent home, the paper 
commented: " Such base· 
ness only sheds a stronger 
I ight on the obstinate 
and treacherous nature of 

the U.S. imperialists". 

Together with the world 
peoples, the paper concluded, 
the Vietname~e people warm­
ly welcome the Korean people 
and their armed forces for 
having taught the U.S. a 
good lesson. The Vietnamese 
people cunsicer this a cum 
mon victory for the two 
peoples over the same enemy, 
and an incentive for the 
Vietnamese people in their 
fight against U.S. aggression 
for national salvation. 

been paying tolls to the 
NFL to allow their trucks 
to pass through Viet Cong 
territory. 

Iowa f{epublican Senator 
Hickenlooper has estimated 
that the area the NFL con­
trols is on the order of 
two - thirds of South Viet 
Nam. In these areas, they 
have begun to deal with 
the basic social and economic 
problems. 

The schools which they 
have established all over 
South Viet Nam are free, 
and a bright Vietnamese 
child will go as far as his 
intelligence aud industrious­
ness can carry him. 

Their land reform is strai­
ghtforward : " To the 
tillers belongs the soil ". If 
a man and his family work 
a certain piece of land, it 
belongs to them. 

VIET NAM COURIEP 



NFL and DRVN Delegations' 
Joint Communique on - U. S. 

Puppets' Holding Up .. :;Pa:ris 
~~1,,,,, .... •' '· 

elapsed without any result 
being achieved. · 

2. Not until December 8, 
I968, unJer the pressure of 
the South Vietnamese people 
and of world public opinion, 
did the Saigon administration 
send to Paris a delegation 
headed by the bellicose pup­
pet Nguyen Ca:> Ky who has 
never failed to express his 
w::irship for Hitler that he 
considers as his ma5ter. Since 
then, the attitude of the 
Thieu-Ky-Huong administra­
tion has more and more 
proved to be a great obstacle 
to the holding of the confe­
rence. 

They have even availed 
themselves of the procedural 
discussions, usual and natural 
before any conference may 
begin, to hamper the confe­
rence. Both the Saigon admi­
nistration and the U.S. have 
stuck to their absurd view­
point of a " two-side " con­
ference - the U.S. and the 
Saigon administration on one 
side and the DRVN and 
the South Viet Nam NFL 
on the other - whereas there 
are in fact four delegations. 
They have refused to reco­
gnize the Fr,,nt as an inde­
p<'nclent and equal party to 
the c,.mference, thus trying 
to deny the just struggle of 
the South Vietnamese people 
and refusing to admit the 
role of the South Viet Nam 
N.F.L., the organizer and 
leader of the South Vietnam­
ese people's struggle against 
the U.S. aggressors and their 
lackeys, and the authentic 
representative of the South 
Vietnamese people. This is 
precisely why the U.S. and 
the Saigon administration 
have demanded that the seats 
of the four delegations be 
a ranged along two sides, at 
a long rectangular table, or 
at an oval or round table 
split into two parts, thus 
carrying out into effect their 
erroneous viewpoint. 

Y.-or its part, with the 
consent of the Delegation of 
the South Viet Nam NFL, 
and basing itself on the fact 
that there are actually four 
delegations to the conference, 
and on the principle that 
each delegation is independent 
anrl has equal rights, the 
delegation of the DRVN 
has suggested that the seats 
be arranged on the four sides 
.of either a square or a 
<l iamond-shaped table, each 
deleg;i.tion occupying one side, 

TO THE READER 

We are aware that there 
is much room for improve­
ment in the wording of 
our paper. We apologize 
for this shortcoming and 
highly appreciate all your 
suggestions as they will 
help us to serve you more 
efficiently in future. 
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without any discrimination. 
But the U.S. and the Saigon 
administration have turned 
down such a sensible ar­
rangement. Once more to 
show its goodwill, the delega­
tion of the DRVN, with 
the consent of the delegation 
of the NFL, proposed that 
that the four delegations be 
seated around a circular 
table. According to this pro­
posal, the four delegations 
will sit around a non-split 
circular table, each of them 
sitting where it chooses. If 
the problem of the conference 
table can be solved in such a 
reasonable and sensible way, 
all other procedural problems 
will no doubt be settled 
rapidly and easily. But to 
this clay neither 1he U.S. nor 
the Saigon administration 
have accepted this seating 
arrangement. 

In the meantime, the U.S. 
and the Saigon administra­
tion have perpetrated new 
crimes in Viet Nam. In the 
South, they have intensified 
the war, carried out the 
" accelerated pacification " 
plan, tried to concentrate the 
population, increased indis­
criminate B.52 bo_mbings on 
populous areas, and stepped 
up toxic-chemical ;;prayings. 
Moreover, the Saigon admi­
nistrat'ion is doing its utmost 
to pressgang youths into the 
army, persecuted all groups 
of people and individuals 
that stand for peace, neutral­
ity and talks with the South 
Viet Nam NFL. In North 
Viet Nam, in contradiction 
with U.S. President L. John­
son's October 31 declaration, 
the U.S. has continued re­
connaissance fli11hts and air­
attacks against a number of 
lo::alities lying between the 
17th and 19th parallels, thus 
infringing upon the sovereign­
ty and jeop>rdizing security 
of the DRVN. 

The above-mentioned facts 
prove that the U.S. has not 
yet renounced its scheme of 
aggression and is still trying 
to maintain the Saigon admi­
nistration as an instrument 
for the furtherance of neo­
colonialism in South Viet 
Nam, and tliat the Thieu-Ky­
Huong cliqte are still trying 
to cling to the U.S. aggres­
sors EO as -to continue the 
war and to live on the people 
blood and sweat. 

3. The Delegation of the 
South Viet Nam NFL and the 
Delegati01 of the government 
of the DRVN reaffirm their 
serious intent and goodwill 
towards che Paris conference 
and reaf!irm that the position 
of the Vietnamese people on 
the peacdul settlement of the 
Viet N<m problem is the 
four ponts of the govern­
ment of th~ DRVN, reiterat­
ed on l'lovember 2, 1968 anh 
the fiv~ points on the politi­
cal set1lement of the South 
Viet N;:m problem, expo uncl­
ed on "lovember 3, 1968, by 

the South Viet Nam NFL. 
The two Delegations strongly 
condemn and denounce to 
world public opinion the fact 
that the U.S. and the Saigon 
administration have availed 
themselves of the procedural 
discussions to delay the 
Pdris conference on Viet 
Nam. If the U.S. really wants 
the Paris conference to open 
in order to proceed rapidly 
to substantial discussions 
leading to an ' honorable 
peace" in Viet Nam as it 
has often declared, the repre­
sentatives of the U.S. and 
of the Saigon administration 
must immediately sit at the 
circular table proposed by 
the Delegations of the DRVN 
and of the South Viet Nam 
NFL. 

So long as the U.S. main­
tains the Thieu-Ky-Huong 
clique-a puppet, dictatorial, 
bellicose and corrupt admi­
nistration which is trying by 
all means to sabotage the 
Paris conference on Viet Nam 
- it will be difficult for 
the conference to start and 
even if it can start, it will 
be difficult for it to bring 
about any result, due to the 
obstacles created by the 
Thieu-Ky-Huong clique. The 
South Viet Nan! people are 
passionately fighting for the 
overthrow of the Thieu-Ky­
Huong clique, and for the 
immediate establishment of 
a peace cabinet that would 
approve of talks with the 
South Viet Nam NFL and of 
the participation in the four­
party conference in order to 
find a peaceful settlement 
of the South Viet Nam pro­
blem. This is a legitimate 
demand which enjoys the 
support of large sectors of 
public opinion. 

All peace - and justice­
loving people in the world 
including the American people 
are looking forward to the 
C"arly holding of the four· 
party conference in Paris, 
and are demanding that the 
U.S. put an encl to its ag­
gression, definitively stop 
all infringements upon the 
sovereignty and threats to the 
security of the DRVN, with­
draw all U.S. and satellite 
troops from South Viet Nam, 
and let the South Viet­
namese people settle them­
selves their own affairs, 
without foreign interference, 
so that they can build an 
independent, democratic, 
peaceful, neutral and prospe­
rous South Viet Nam and 
advance toward the peaceful 
reunification of the country 
in conformity with the fun­
damental principles of the 
1954 Geneva Agreements on 
Viet Nam. If the U.S. and 
the Saigon administration 
keep to their present obdu­
rate attitude, they must bear 
full responsibility and will 
necessarily meet with fai­
lure. " 

On the release of 3 American POW's 

PLAF Eastern Nam Bo 
Command Ready To Meet 
Again U.S. Representatives 

AS earlier reported by Giai 
Phong Press Agency, 
the Command of the 

PLAF in Eastern Nam Bo 
on December 19 fixed the 
time and place for a meeting 
with the representatives of 
the Command of the U.S 
forces in South Viet Nam to 
discuss the procedures con­
cerning the release of 3 Ame­
rican prisoners-of-war. 

On Dec. 25, the U.S. Com­
mand sent their representa­
tives to the agreed place, 
but those representatives 
refused to discuss the proce­
dures required for the pre­
paration of the release of the 

POW's. That is why the 
meeting failed to achieve 
any result. 

On Dec. 28 the spokesman 
of the PLAF Eastern Nam 
Bo Command in a statement 
annouced that they agreed 
to a riew U.S. proposal for 
a second meeting with a 
view to discussing procedures 
concerning the release of the 
3 American POW's. The 
American POW's, the sta­
tement emphasized, are 
anxious to see that the U.S. 
Command adopt a correct 
attitt~de at this new meeting 
so as to enable their prompt 
return ·to their homes. 

Saigon and Can Tho ... 
(Continued /tom page 2) 

Thieu Ky Huong clique, for­
mation of a peace cabinet and 
serious talks with the NFL 
to re-e.stablish peace and end 
the war, Giai Phong Press 
Agency reported. 

Every clay, more than 500 
people representing student 
associations, religious com­
munities and trade. unions 
gathered at KhanhQuang pa­
goda for sit-ins. The partici­
pants voiced the unanimous 
view that the Saigon puppet 
administration installed by 
the U.S was a" regime rotten 
from top to bottom", like a 
" threadbare skirt which is 
worn out beyond repair". Many 
speakers pointed out that 
the delegation led by Ky tO'o · 
the Paris conference repre­
sented nobody, that it was 
"masterminded by foreign­
ers" (i.e. the Americans) 
and that it had been sent to 
Paris only to sabotage the 
conforence. They demanded 
the formation of a peace 
government which "really 
wants to negotiate with the 
NFL" so as· to bring real 
peace and independence to 

Read: 

South Viet Nam. They also 
condemned the U.S. imperial­
ist aggressors and demanded 
that they quit South Viet 
Nam and remove their milit­
ary bases there. Many speak­
ers were of the opinion that 
"because of foreign (i.e. U.S.) 
interference, the Vietnamese­
people suffered destruction 
and death from thP war. To 
encl the war and restore· 
peace, foreign (i.e. U.S.) 
troops must be withdrawn 
from South Viet Nam and all 
foreign military bases dis­
mantled. South Viet Nam 
must have peace and inde­
pendence and be made free 
from foreign influence. Every 
Vietnamese must work for 
these goals. " 

All the representatives 
expressed approval and 
support for the just cause of 
the NFL. Some of them said, 
" The Front advocates the 
setting up of a coalition 
government and neutrality 
for South Viet T''.am. This 
position is unequivocal and 
widely known at home and 
abroad." 

VIETNAMESE STUDIES 
No r8-r9: South Viel Nam: Data and 

Prospects. 
You will P,nd afticles on : 

- The essential characteristics of the South. Viet-
namese revolution ; 

- The setting-".!p of the U.S.-Diem regime; 
- The period from 1954 to lg6o ; 
- The "special war" (1961-1965) ; 
- The three years of "local war" (1965-rg68); 
-- American crimes in Viet Nam ; 
- The policy of the National Front for Liberation 

and the bases for a valid settlement. 
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HfAVY U.S.~ PUPPET L'OSSES IN 3 DAYS 
(Dec. 21 - Dec. 23) 

• A p.ositi.on completely · d~stroyed near Tay Ninh: 1 battalion and 2 
. ''· companies wiped' ou.t', :iJio~e tha~ 600 men puf. out of · ~ction. 

'~ .: Another : pup~et · ~att~lio'~ ~~~pietely . ~iped out ECJst · of Saig~>n~ 
.~ Two ~oad c~nvoys ~mbushed: 36 vehic:;les·h1cluding 7 tanks and armour­
' · ed troop carders destroyed, 1~0 GI's killed or 'Yiou~ded and 8 a~rcraft 

· brought down afte r 25 minutes' fighting near Tay Ninh; 22 lorries 
' and 5 helicopters wrecked aiJ.d some 100 GI's put out · of action: by 

PLAF artill.ery near the 1 '1th parallel. 

• Da Nan.g, Kontum and c.11 .Hanh (Pleiku) airtields heaviiy .pounded 
· in the· same nigh,t (Dec. 22 to Dec. 23). 

THE most remarkable event 
of the PLAF last week's 
milita:r;y operations in 

South Viet.Nam through news 
reports released by G~ai 
Phong Press Agen.cy was 
incontestably the great anni­
hilation battle of Be n Cau on 
the night of Dec. 21 to Dec. 
22 last. A mixed U .S.-pup" 
pet position established in 
this .. district town, 7okm 
Northwest of Saigon, . in Tay 
Ni.;nh . province, was rushed 
an©. completely destroyed by 
t)l.e -PLAF while· defen,ders @f 
nearby .enemy. positions , were 
pi!\-ned . ©.own· · by a;rtille:ry 
bombardments aild · guerillas~ 
harassing actions. At. . Ben 
Cau, a U.S. battalion and 2. 

puppet .Ranger .. companies 
were c.ompletely wiped out; 
suffering .. more than 600 ca­
sua'1ties. The enemy also 
sustained other losse.s inclu• 
ding three 1o_smm howitzers , 
six rn6.7mm _heavy mortars, 
4 military vehicles,. the entir.e 
billet, . tent or brick houses 
and casemates destroyed, a 
fuel dump · burnt and many 
weapons seized. 

' • ~. c • ' •. 

Southeast of Dakto and 
r6okm South of Da Nang 
came under a PLAF artil­
lery-infantry attack aiid 

· had to' abandon the J!>c;>st. 9n 
the· nights of Dec;. 22 ahd 
Dec . 23, heavy artillery bom­
bardments were mounted 
against the airfield of Kon· 
tum .(r90km .. South of Da 
Nang) . where 4 U.S. copters 
were destroyed, and that of 
Cu· Han.h,· near Pleiku, r6km 
Sol:lth of the former, where 
3 C.47 transport planes met 
with · the same· fate . 
i, · 

-~ ~ 

l
·,~r . 'the.· ,_ .. Qa Nari g 'sector, 

'. .. We$tem · l;iews agencies. 
.. ,. reported a violent attack 
by ~he . patriots against a 
miXe,d l!·~" puppet position, 
~km .W.est . pf the City, on 
Dec. 22 . The saln,e sources. 
sa!ci, that U.S. marines and 
pup'pet rapgers rushe'd jnto 
th~ . rescue .of the battared 

·.troops were intercepted. 
Enemy losses were given as 
heavy. On the . ,, night of 
Dec. 22,. the big U.S'. Da Nang 
airbase ., was again pounded 
and the HQ of the rst Marine 
Air . wing.. was · hit by 
PLAF ·shells . 

20 and 21; II landingcraft of 
the LCU type · with tP,eir 
cargoes and r patrol boat 
were sunk by the patriots . . 

REVOLUTIONARY 
POW.ER SET .. l)P 
1-N . QUANG NAM 

EARLY .in Dec. 1968, a 
congress was held in 

. Q.u.ang Na!Il t() establish 
people '.s power at prqyincial 

. levei' after people's councils 
and ·people's committees had 
been returned in a large 
number of villages and dis­
tricts. The gathering was 
attended by representatives 
of all . str~ta of the people, 
nationalities, religious com­
mirnities and · revolutionary 
organizations in the province. 
It elected . the . provincial 
people's cou.ncil and the pro­
vincial people's committee, 
comprising 7 member5 'with 
·Dao . puc_ TrID,h as its 
chairman . 

. More · thap. r,500, people 
stage©. a meeting to welcome 

the emergence of revolutio­
nary power. The provincial 
n ::voluti,onary people's com­
mittee formally took office 
and read its declaration, 
strongly· condemning the abo­
minable crimes . ·perpetrated 
by the U.S. imperialist ag­
gressors and the puppet ·ad­
ministration. 

"The . entire people a:nd 
a.rmed forces of Quang Nam 
province ", the declaration 
said, " express full confidence 
in, and all-out support for, 
the NFL, and 'undertake to 
address themselves to · the 
historic ·task of l iberating 
·South Viet Na111, defending 
the North and achievillg t)J.e 
ultimate reunification of the 
country " " . .. 

Ori Dec. 17, at a poiI).t 
about zokm . from Ben Cau; 
ou Route 26 between Tay Ninh 
a,nd Dau Tieng, . a deadly 
ambush laid by the. patriot:') 
cost the A~ericans 36 vehi­
cles destroyed (among them ·r 
tank and 6 armoured troops 
carriers) and r6o GI's killed 
or wounded. In addition, 7 
helicopters and r jet plane 
were downed in this 25 
minute battle. 

, Giai Phong Press Agency 
has just . released the balance 
sheet of the wave of offensi­
ves that took place in this 
sector on the night of Dec.rs 
(see our last issue) and result­
ed in 420 US-puppet casual­
ties. 

PLAF men pursuing the enemy on a river in the High-Plateaux 

On the night of Dec. 20, at 
rokm East of Long Thanh, 
a district town located 28km 
east of Saigon another PLAF 
lightning attack wrote off 
the muster: roll a · puppet 
battalion comprising 3 com­
panies and t.4eir comm_Cl,nding 
officers. Meanwhile, in Stigon 
its elf, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the NFL, 
m any NFL flags appeared in 
the streets; especially in the 
5th and 6th districts. 

On Decemb-er ;2, in t)road: 
daylight, a puppet company 
was wiped out at about 2okm 
East of Saigon and 8km West 
of Long Thanh. Further 
North in the Western High­
lands, other enemy units 
were badly mauled: On Dec. 
21, an enemy company sta­
·tioned at Kong H' roPg (r3km 

I
N the Northernmost sector 

of South Viet Nam, near 
the DMZ and 9n Highway 

No 9, an extraordinary feat 
was a.chieved on D ec. 23 .b y 
Liberation gunners who 
.Cal}ght a whole US lorry con­

. v6y by surprise as it was 
delivering goods at a ware­
house between Tan Lam and 
Sa Mua, ·close to a helicopter 
p,ar.king grou.nd. A deluge of 
fire rained .on the enemy who, 
within minutes, los t more 
than 100 GI's ·k illed or 
wounded and· 22- lorries, 5 
choppers, 2 fuel depots and 
some 20 tent and brick houses 
destroyed or burnt. A iire 
raged ever the whole sector 
for hours. On the. waterway 
linking Cua: Viet port to Dong 
Ha and the enemy outposts 
in this sector, on Dec. r6, 17, 

Saigo:n and · Can Tho: Big 
·~ ; 

De_monstrations agains_f Puppet ,Clique 

REPORTS from Saigon said 
that on the night of 
Dt;c.24 a large number 

of placard-carrying univer­
sity and · college _stud_ents 
staged a street derp.onstration 
for restoration of peace , 
serious talks with the NFL, 
dismissal of the. Thieu-Ky­
I:Iuong regime and formation 
of a peace governmeµt. · 

Starting from the Sai­
gon Students' Headquarters, 
the . demonstrators marched 
through many streets and were 
stopped by police barely 800 
metres from the residence of 

puppet chief Ng,ryen Van 
Thieu: Fierce cla)?hes took 
place b et ween the demons tra­
tipg students and s~ppressive 
cruel police who ~de about 
roo ~rrests. · 

Panic-stricken, t~e Saigon 
mayoralty next day ~urriedly 
made public a conmunique 
putting much empbasis on 
the fascist l aw ro-68 promul­
gated by the Thieu Ey Huong 
administration in early Nov. 
this year, which thnatens to 
bring demonstra tors oefore a 
military tribun a l in compli· 
ance with emergencr proce-

dures, in a bid to intimidate 
the people of Saigon , Hue and 
other South Vietnamese cities 

* 

FOLLOWING the more than 
ro,600 strong Dec.4 de.­
monstration, for 3 days 

in a row ending Dec.IO thou­
sands of people from all walks 
of life in Lan Tho city held 
sit-ins . during which they 
openly demanded dismissal of 
the obdurate and bellicose 

(Continued page 7) 
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