


1968, A YEAR OF UNPRECEDENTED VICTORIES

OF SOUTH VIETNAM'S REVOL

nobody. Even in its infancy,
the people’s revolutionary
power is full of vitality, and
brilliantly  vindicates  the
superiority of a revolutionary
power of the people and for
the people.

The emergence of the Viet
Nam Alliance of National,
Damocratic and Peace Forces
has given the national front
against U.S. aggression, for
national salvation a substan-
tial push forward while fur-
ther aggravating ths isolation
of the enemy and causing,
deeper splits in their raoks,
narrowing down their politi-
cal following into a mere gang
of cruel agents with many
blood debts to our people, a
clique of dirty reactionaries
who depend for their survival
on the U.S. imperialists’ neo-
colonialist policy.

For North Viet Nam, the
year was also a year of
tremendons achievements,
with the people and armed
forces successfully thwarting
all U.S. moves in its war of
destruction, shooting down
over 3,250 modern U.S. air-
craft, and finally forcing the
U.S. into the wunconditional
cessation of all air, naval and
artillery bombardments on
the whole DRVN territory.

In the diplomatic field, the
general offensives and wide-
spread uprisings in the past
year have had wide repercus-
sion in the whole world and
in the United States itself.
The South Vietnamese peo-
ple’s iron-like determination
to liberate the country is
enlisting more sympathy from
millions of people of different
races and languages.

Under the impact of the
South Vietnamese people’s
enduring struggle the U.S.
has been forced to agree to
negotiate with the NFL in
Paris. The NFL has been
-enjoying wholehearted sup-
port from the world peoples
‘who see in it the inspiret,
organizer and leader of the
South Vietnamese people’s
struggle against U.S. azgres-
sion, for national salvation,
the spokesman of the South
Viet Nam people’s aspirations
for peace and independence,
the authority fully competent
to see to all matters related
to the political settlement of
the South Viet Nam issue.
On both the diplomatic front
and the Dbattlefield, the
N.T.L.-—genuine representa-
tive of the South Vietnamese
people —is pressing attacks
on th= U.S. imperialists —
chieftain of imperialism —
while the whole progressive
maunkind including the peace-
and justice-loving people in
the United States, 1s milita-
ting for an immediate end to
the U.S. war of aggressioun
and the pull-out of all U.S.
troops.

IMPORTANT SIGNIFICAN-
CE OF THOSE VICTORIES

victories in 1968 have

brought about for the
South Vietnamese people a
new strategic position and
endowed them with a new
strength and a new ability.
They have given an impetus
to the combined strength of
the people in the new mili-

1— ‘I'HE great and all-sided
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tary situation, and have given
rise to new and favourable
opportunities for the conti-
nuation of the general offen-
sives and widespread upri-
sings till complete victory.

The dramatic changes in the
war situation have found a
concentrated expression in the
followiug points :

The enemy are bogged
down neck-deep in thsir
defensive strategy in South
Viet Nam. Before he had had
time to redeploy after the
failure of his 1968 ¢‘search-
and - destroy’’ and ‘‘ pacifi-
cation *’ plans he had to switch
abruptly to the passive < hold-
and-clear ’’ strategy which has
been receiving crushing blows
right from the beginning and
is torn by internal contradic-
tions : contradiction between
the purpose of the aggressive
war — to defeat the opponent
by military offensive — and
the present defensive strategy
contradiction between the role
of U.S. troops now bearing the
brunt of the war and the need
to ** de-Americanize ’’ the war
to ease the tension in the
United States; contradiction
between ihe weakening puppet

army and its duty of taking

over the burden of the war;
contradiction between concen-
tration and dispersionofforces
respectively to defend the
towns and pacify the country-
side;contradiction between the
ambitious designs of the ag-
gressors and the sinking mo-
rale and low combat efficiency
of both U.S. and puppet troops
who get disgusted with the
war and want peace now ;
contradictioni ~ between the
political objectives of mneo-
colonialism and the barbarous
war methods, etc.

Outwardly the enemy’s de-
fensive perimeter looks firm
enough, with layer after
layer of defensive lines. But
in fact it is wvulnerable, and
has exposed the enemy to
repeated attacks, and conti-
nual strategic encirclement
on the whole battlefield, es-
pecially in urban areas.

Militarily, the enemy’s stra-
tegic posture is brought about
by the over-all weakness of
position and difficulties of
the U.S. in the political, eco-
nomic and diplomatic field in
Viet Nam, at home, and
elsewhere. This has placed
the enemy on the horns of a
dilemma, making it impos-
sible for him either to attack
or to hold his ground. If the
U.S. stubbornly persists in
its war, it will not escape
heavier and more humiliating
setbacks.

2. — The great, all-sided
victories won by the South
Vietnamese people and their
armed forces in the past year
have triggered off serious
upheavals in the. U.S., and
conditioned the failures of
the chieftains of the U.S.
warmongers right on the
political front in the United
States. Divergences have been
growing between the U.S.
people and the U.S. govern-
ment, between different
ruling circles and even among
government officials of the
U.S. The U.S. has become
more and more isolated in
the world and more alienated
from even its allies apart
from innumerable economic
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and financial difficulties
which exert a deteriorating
influence upon the already
unstable political situation.

3. — The Viet Nam people’s
considerable and comprehen-
sive achievements have dealt
a mortal blow at the Saigon
puppet administration, rten-
dering its fabric looser, and
making its doom all the more
inescapable.

Under the impact of the
onslaughts of South Viet Nam’s
revolution, the confusion
among U.S. puppet ranks has
increased, and so have the
differences among the traitors.
By stepping up pressganging,
repression, looting, the enemy
is directly harming the inte-
rests of many strata of the
people, thereby exacerbating
their hatred and strengthen-
ing their resolve to
overthrow the puppet clique
of traitors already torn
asunder by rivalries and per-
sonal ambitions.

4. — The South Vietnamese
people’s victories give a
strong fillip to the world
revolutionary movement
especially to the struggle of
the people- against imperial-
ism, first and foremost
against U.S. imperialism.
Theyhave brought home to the
world’s peoples with greater
force that under present-day
historic conditions, a nation,
small but united and having
a sound political line, a close-
ly-knit organization and a
a firm resolve to fight for
independence and freedom, is
fully capable of defeating any
colonialist or  imperialist
army of aggression.

The movement against U.S.
aggression and in support of
Viet Nam has spread to all
parts of the world and in the
United States as well where
the front against the ruling
circles and in support of Viet
Nam is broadening.

bolder relief the magni-

tude of the successes
scored by South Viet Nam
revolutionary forces in 1g68.
The significance of their vic-
tories lies in the fact that
the results of a long and
arduous struggle, the fruit
of sustained and unusual ef-
forts and of lofty and im-
mense sacrifices of the entire
South Vietnamese people ;
they are a vivid illustration
of the undauntedness of the
Vietnamese nation.

THE above brings out in

These victories are of spe-
cial significance in the sense
that the Vietnamese people
and armed forces not only
dare to fight but also know
how to fight against the
most up-to-date strategies
and tactics and all modern
war theories of the present
capitalist world.

Bygone is the time when
imperalism ruled the roost
over the five continents. The
chieftain of the imperialists —
the U.S. imperialists — is
unable to reverse the wheels
of history. Viet Nam’s vic-
tory over the U.S. imperial-
ist has filled with pride
and self confidence not only
the Vietnamese people but
also the whole progressive
mankind. ’

HE U.S. continued acts
T of war against the
DRVN during the first
half of Dec. 1968 were de-
nourced by the Commission
for Investigation of the U.S.
Imperialists’ War Crimes in
Viet Nam in a most recent
communique.

The communique pointed
out that while in South Vist
Nam, the U.S. was speeding
up its ““accelerated pacifica-
tion’’  programme  which
mainly consists in wholesale
destructior, especially with
Bsz raids, and herding of the
people into disguised concen-
tration camps, in North Viet
Nam it intensified provoca-
tions and more blatant
violations of the sovereignty
and security of ‘the DRVN
and committed new crimes.

The U.S. acts of war in
this period were characterized
by the following:

on a State farm and 3 villages
in Vinh Linh area, 17 villages
in Quang Binh, one in Ha
Tinh, one in Nghe An.

11 Quang Binh on Dec. 4,
7, 8, 9 and 12, U.S. planes
flew 29 attacks with demoli-
tion and steel-pellet bombs
against~ 17 villages in 5
districts (out of a total of 6
districts) - killing 3. people,.
wounding 55 .others, des-
troying 30 houses and other
property and manycrop fields,

There were ¢ strikes on
Dec. 7 alone and 7 on Dec.
9. On Dec. 7 in two raids
on Nghia Ninh village, 4
¢ Phantoms >’  released 8
demolition and blast bombs
killing 5 people, wounding
8 others, most of them
women and old folks, and
burning down 15 houses. On
Dec. 9, at 10 hours, 2 F.4s
dropped 4 CBUs on Canh
Duong village, Quang Trach

U.S. steps up provocations

against DRVN

in December

First Half

1. Intensification of recon-
naigsance flights.

430 sorties of manned and
robot planes conducted 345
spy missions over 24 provin-
ces, cities in the north and
Vinh Linh arca as compared
with 140 sorties in the first
15 days of Nov. 1968. The
lowest figure was 18 missions
on December 5 while the
highest, 44, was -reached on
Dec. 15. In the area stretch-
ing from Nghe An to Ben Hai
river, there were as many as
300 spy sorties carried out
by U.S. planes. Hanoi airs-
pace was violated 4 times,
Haiphong’s 3 times.

2. Attacks against populous
areas, new crimes in Quang
Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe An ard
Vinh Linh area.

On the strength of such
arbitrary  declarations as
“using many means neces-
sary including suppressive
fire to rescue its reconnais-
sance pilots who wmay go
down in North Viet Nam ’’,
the U.S. has sent many
groups of Fys, T 103s... to
bomb and strafe populous
villages and hamlets located
in Quang Binh, Ha Tiuh,
Nghe An and Vinh Linh area,
and in 38 raids, U.S. planes
dropped 50 demolition and
blast bombs, over 1oo CBUs
and fired numerous missiles,
rockets and zomm shells...

district, making 15 casualties.

In Ha Tinh on Dec. 7, two
F4s dropped 4 CBUS on Ky
T.am village, killing or wound-
ingl 10 people working in the
leld.

Ia Nghe An on Dec. 9, at
10. 55 hours, U.S. planes
fired 2 Shrike missiles on
Nghi Khanh village, 12 kms
north-east of Vinh city.

In Vinh Linh area on Dec.
1, 2, 3, and 4 U.S. planes
attacked 7 times with demo-
lition and steel pellet bombs
a State farm and 4 populous
points in Vinh Son village
located in the Demilitarized
Zone and two odjoining
villages.

Besides, U.S. artillery based
south of the Demilitarized
Zone and from U.S. warships
made nine shellings in three
days (Dec. 4, 5 and 13)
firing 130 rounds on 3 villages

. in the northern part of the

Demilitarized Zone ; the USS
New Jersey on Dec. 3 and 35,
slammed twelve big shells
into Vinh Son village, causing
considerable damage to the
people’s property.

HE communique remarked
T in conclusion that such
frantic acts of war
belied the words of peace of
the U.S. ruling circles.

: THE outgoing year is thus

a year of unprecedented

victories: of the South
Vietnamese people and armed
forces.

These tremendous successes
can be ascribed to:

— The sound revolutionary
line worked ont by the NFL.

—The matchless valour and
efforts of the eatire South
Vietnamese people who have
brought into full play their
tradition of thorough revolu-
tionary spirit, their undaun-
tedness and their supreme
heroism in the struggle for
independence, freedom, demo-
cracy, peace and mnational

reunification.

— The wholehearted sup-
port of socialist North Viet
Nam — the great and solid
rear area of the whole
country.

— The sympathy and sup-
portand substantial assistance
of the socialist camp and the
growing sympathy and sup-
port of the world’s people
and of the U.S. progressives
as well,

with a call for watch-

fulness in face of the
utter obduracy of the U.S.
imperialists whese defeat is
but a foregome comclusion !

"HE commuhique ended
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On . Dec.

20, 1960 the -NFL was .born in .South .Viet Nam.

FIGHT YEARS OF STRUGGLE,
EIGHT YEARS OF VICTORIES

Ed.—— On the occasion of the 8th founding anwniversary of the
South Viet Nam NFL, Giai Phong Press Agency has just re-
leased a lomg avticle veviewing the achievements of the NFL
in the struggle against U.S. aggression over the past 8 years.

We give below an abyidged version of the awticle. As for its
last part devoted to the yeay 1968, we shall give only Dbrief ex-
cerpts. Our veaders ave imvited to see for moye details, excembts
of the PLAF communigué in this issue.

HESE last 8 years consti-
tute a decisive period
in the history of the

South Vietnamese people’s
revolutionary struggle, a
period marked by two op
posite processes which have
wholly changed the initial
situation :

the U.S.
their flun-

— As far as
aggressors and
keys are concerned, it has
been. a downhill march.
They began with the massive
dispatch of U.S. trcops to
South . Viet Nam with a
view to a quick victory, and
now they are seeking to
“¢de-Americanize ” the war
of aggression. They began by
trying with  all - means to
annihilate  the South Viet
Nam people’s armed forces
and now they admit that
a military solution to the
South Viet Nam - problem is
not . feasible and are striving
hard to-seek a political solu-
tion advantageous for them.
They began by obstinately
refusing to recognize the
NFL and now they agree
to enter into talks with it.

— As far as the South Viet-
namese people are concern-
ed, it has . been an upward
climb. They began with
guerilla actions by scattered
forces supplied with rudimen-
tary weapons and now they
have at their disposal big
and well-armed units capable
of attacking even the most
strongly guarded lairs of the
enemy. They Dbegan with
isolated uprisings against a
numerically superior enemy
and now they stage genera-
lized uprisings, overwhelm-
ing the enmemy everywhere.
As for the National Front for
Liberation, at the beginning
it gathered only a restricted
numbet of people and today
it' has become a powerful
force, rallying under its ban-
ner different social classes
and strata and revolutionary

organisations in South Viet
Nam, is "doing the duty of a
real people’s administration
and - enjoys -the confidence
and protectlon of the popular
masses and a high prestlge
rn ‘the- world

It is an undeniable fact
that, from weak, the South
Vietnamese people’s position
have now become strong, and
that. for the U.S. aggressors
and their lackeys, the pro-
cess has just been the other
way round.

VER these past 8 years,
the South Vietnamese
people, who have been

resisting the biggest army of
aggression history has ever
known, have been -winning
tremendous victories.
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Preliminary statistics show
that during this period,
reckoning up to the beginning
of Oct. 1968 only, close to 2
million enemy troops were
killed, wounded or captured,
and a large number of others
disbanded.  American and
satellite casualties alone ran
to the region of 500,000 men,
Enemy material losses includ-
ed more than 13,000 planes
and helicopters shot down
or destroyed on the ground,
about 26,000 military ve-
hicles among them nearly
12,000 tanks and armoured
cars destroyed, more . than
1,100 war vessels, combat
launches and military freight-
ers sunk burnt or damaged. -

Political actions by  the
civilians have been staged
concurrently ~with military
operations of the armed forces
and bhave greatly contributed
to the latter’s victories. In
those 8 years, an estimated

- aggregrate 140 million turn-
out Has--been recorded in.

political demonstrations in

varied forms and on varlous ’

scales.

At first, the slogans were
meant to denounce enemy
crimes, demand payment of
compensations, boycott .re-

_actionary policies and - mea-

sures, secure democratic
liberties and vital economic
rights.

Today they are aimed at
the overthrow of the puppet
administration, the withdraw
all of U.S., troops, the peo-
ple’s right to sovereigaty,
independence and freedom
and the re-establishment of
peace. Since last ¢ Tet”’,
this movement has been
gaining fresh momentum and
has turned an armed insur-
rectional- drive in the. whole
of South Viet Nam. It has
reduced to failure a strategic
plan of the aggressors: con--
duct aggression under a nec-
colonialist form.

Agitation  work
enemy troops has also
vielded great successes. Ac-
cording to .still - incomplete
figures, - by Sept. 1968, more
than 467,000, puppet soldiers
had deserted or bad been
disbanded. Developments on
the battlefield today clearly
show that the puppet army is
not viable without the backing
of. U.S. troops.

among

The victories recorded in
all fields by the South Viet
Nam - armed forces and people
in the period under review
have - made possible the
emergence of a vast liberated
zore stretching from the 17th
parallel to the Ca Mau point
over four-fifths of South Viet
Nam’s territory with two-
thirds of the population. In
these liberated areas, a new

political power, revolutionary
power, really representing
the legitimate interests and
aspirations of the people, has
been established or is in the
making in many localities. In
fact, the puppet administra-
tion now controls, and super-
ficially at that, only some
sectors, in the cities and
along a number of- arteries.

The NFL leads, organizes
and mobilizes the South Viet-
namese people in the resis-
tance to U.S. aggression. It
finds growing favour in the
eyes of various strata of the
people, including those in
the cities and areas still
under enemy control. The
coming into .existence of the
VietNam Alliance of National,
Demccratic and Peace Forces
which approves the Political
Programme of the Front and
its 5 points has spelled out
the Front’s influence among
the urban population and
marked. a new expression of
the bloc of national union in
the struggle against U.S.
aggression, for national sal-
vation. :

In the international arena,
the credit of the Front also
constantly grows. Up to now,
the Front has established 21
representations and 2 infor-
mation bureaux abroad and
has sent 168 delegations to
international, regional and
national- conferences and 237
delegations on friendly visits
to many countries. Its affi-
liated organizations are
members of Ir international
organizations.

Although the U.S. aggres-
sors still refuse to recognize
the Front, they have been
compelled to accept talks
with the I'ront’s representa-

tives, in Paris, to seek-a po-

" litical solution- to the South

Viet Nam problem. Thus,
w111y nilly, they have had,
in fact, to recognize the de-
cisive role of the NFL in the
settlemént of the Snuth Viet
Nam problem.

struggle waged by the

South Vietnamese people
against the U.S. aggressors,
for mational salvation, under
the leadership of the NFL, the
year 1968 incontestably, oc-
cupies a particularly impor-
tant place.

The  South . Vietnamese
people have won, since the
launching of the generalized
attacks and uprisings on the
night of Jan. 30, 1968 great,
multilateral and strategically
significant victories. Their
resistance to U.S. aggression
has thus entered into a new
period, the period of outburst
of impetuous and sustained
attacks and uprisings, forerun-
ners of final victory. For the
enemy, this is a period of
irresistible gliding toward his
ultimate doom.

IN this peroid of 8 years of

Parallel to the prodigious
growth of the Liberation
Army in all fields, the
guerilla has also made enor-
mous progress. In the first 6
months of the generalised
attacks and uprisings, the
militia, guerillas and armed
population - took a toll of
nearly 60,000 eneiny casual-
ties, shot down, destroyed or
damaged 450 planes and heli-
copters, wrecked 1,300 mili-
tary vehicles, razed more than
700 - posts and seized about
3,000. weapons of different
types.

Backed by the impetuous
widespread attacks by the
PLAF, the armed uprisings of
the peéople in turn previded
support for the latter’s opera-
tions : by making away with
cruel thugs, breaking the
enemy’s grip, cutting com-
munication lines and besieging
enemy posts.

Like the armed uprisings,
the unarmed political strug-
gle of the popular masses
has experienced a new deve-
lopment. According to still
incomplete statistics, since

~last ««Tet”’, : the. aggregate
. total part1c1pat10n in politi-

cal struggle in South Viet
Nam has reached the 2o-
million mark. o

‘One of the striking features
of 'the situation is the ever
more active share of the peo-
ple in the'movement of agita-
tion among the puppet sol-
‘diers.

Immedlately after  the
launching’ of - the Tet getlera-
lised attacks ‘and uprisings,
tens of thousands of officers
and men of the puppet army,
responding to the NFL appeal
and persuaded by the popular
masses, left the enemy ranks.
In the sector Northwest of
Saigon alone, the action by
the masses and by relatives
of puppet armymen provoked,
in 8 months, a disintegrating
process which affected 7,000
enemy soldiers.

Compared with the previous
years, the total number of
mutinies and revolts staged
by officers and men of the
puppet army has increased
substantially.

The morale of U.S. troops
has also been sinking criti-
cally. In all U.S. divisions,
numerous  GI’s, seized with
fear, sougth to avoid combat
with the PLAF, deserted to
take refuge in mmajor cities,
refused to take part in
military operations, and
demanded repatriation. Cases
of GI’s surrendering to the
PLATF were also recorded.

The victories of the South
Viet Nam people and their
armed forces, the enlargement
of the liberated zone and
the growing prestige of the
NFL, at home and abroad,
have made it possible to
establish revolutionsry
power at various levels. This
new event has given rise in
the liberated rural areas to a
new atmosphere of @ over-
flowing zeal and enthusiasm.

The new power continued
to distribute Jland to those
peasants who lack it and
helps them, in particular, to
organize themvelves into
mutual-aid teams with a
view to boosting production.
Great attention has been
paid to the development of
education, health and cultur-
al work.

oloquent Figures

SOuth Viet Nam Liberated Areas
Constantly Strengthened and Widened

the generalised- attacks

and popular uprisings in
early-spring this year alone,
thousands . of enemy - built
‘“strategic. hamlets’’ were
destroyed - and more than
1.6 million people liberated.
In the Quang Tri — Thua
Thien — Hue sector, the
local armed forces - and peo-
ple liberated most of the
rural areas and even seized
control - of key populated
areas on the outer .fringe of
Hue city: 330,000 of the
total 380,000 inhabitants were
freed.

IN the first 45 days of

From Aug. 22 to Sept. 20,
people in the coastal plain
of Central Trung Bo launch-
ed simultaneous and wide-
spread attacks, destroying
248 concentration areas and
‘¢ strategic hamlets’’ and

liberating 13 more villages
and 51 more hamlets with
4 nedrly 119,000 population.

'— By the end of Oct.
1968, mearly 200 village
people’s. liberation -commit-
tees had been set up in
Central Nam Bo; in Central
Trung Bo, revolutionary
power had been established
in 450 . villages. In' Quang
Ngai alone, - by the end of

Aug. 1968, revolutionary
power had been instituted
m 3107 of the total 150

villages. Provincial and mu-
nicipal ~ people’s liberation
cominittees have been elect-
ed in Quang Tri, Thua Thien,
Hue, Gia Lai, Quang Nam,
Da Nang, Ca Mau, My Tho
and Kien Phong.

— From 1960 to 1968,
more than 2 million out of

the totul 3 million hectares
of cultivated land had been
allotted to peasants in the
liberated areas. The majority
of the peasants has taken
the path of co-operative farm-
ing (mutual-aid and work-
exchange teams...)

— In . 1966, the hberated
zone had 5,994 'general edu-
cation schools with an over
500,000 enrolment. In. 1967,
general education . further
developed and many more
schools were built in the
liberated hamlets and villages
close to enemy posts. In
Western Nam Bo, there are
at present 1,671 primary
schools’ and 10 elementary
schools with nearly 100,000
pupils. In Central Nam Bo,
1,250 mnew  primary and
elementary classes have been
opened for 42,000 pupils.
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THE VIET NAM AND THE WORLD

From May 17, 1964

to Der 13, 1968

900 U.S. planes downed in Laos

HE U.S. has been for
more than 4 years now
committing its air force

to a directaggression against
Laos and savage bombing on
its territory. At the same
time, it has been pushing
Lao puppet troops to nibble
at the liberated areas under
the control of the Neo Lao
Haksat and the patriotic
neutrelist forces. Thus the
U.S. “¢ special war ’’ has been
considerably escalated. Since
early Nov. this year, the
U.S. imperialists have been
stepping up their air raids
in Laos. Hundreds of sorties
by jet planes of various kinds
and tens of missions by Bs2
superfortresses have ‘been
carried out daily, wantonly
raining bombs over villages
and townlets in the liberated
areas. In its Dec. 10 issue,
the ¢ Baltimore Sun *’ disclo-
sed that U.S. aircraft had
made in Laos 3,071 sorties
in Sept. 1968, 4,749 in Oct.
and 12,724 in Nov ; that the
intensity of their activities
had increased, probably with
the agreement of the Lao
“government?’’, that U.S.
Bs2z bombers flew an average

of 32 missions a day in Dec.

1g68 against a total of five
in the whole of 1967. UPI
on Dec. 13 disclosed that the

Unites States had more than
doubled its air raids over
Laos since Nov. and up to
400 jet fighter bombers flew
into Laos daily.

The U.S. imperialists have
committed innumerable cri-
mes against the Lao people
in a hope to subdue them,
but they have sustained very
heavy defeats over the four
years, and the Lao patriotic
forces and people recorded
the biggest victories ever in
their history of fighting for
independence and freedom.
More than 100,000 U.S.-fos-
tered puppet troops were
wiped out and goo U.S. air-
craft shot down or destroyed

on the ground in that
period.
From the beginning of

November to mid-December,
more U.S. planes were knoc-
ked down in Laos than in
the {five-month period of
the 1968 rainy season. From
Dec. 4 to 13, the Lao patriots
in Pa Thi, Sam Neua province,
grounded 8 U.S. aircraft with
infantry guns.

Pringe Souphanouvong in
his letter of congratulation
to the Lao patriotic forces
and people on the occasion of
the downing of the gooth U.S.

plane in Laos, said:

““The downing or wrecking
on the ground by the Lao
patriotic forces and people
of goo U.S. aircraft proves
the complete correctness of
the line of people’s war
mapped out by the Neo Lao
Haksat Central Committee
and the unbending spirit of
the Lao people fighting for
independence and freedom ’.

The Vietnamese people
enthusijastically welcome the
new successes of the patrio-
tic forces and people of Laos.
They fully support the Poli-
tical Programme of the Neo
Lao Haksat which has laid
down the correct basis for
the settlement of the Lao

problem. We resolutely de-

mand that the U.S. stop
immediately its bombard-
ments of the liberated zone
of Laos. The U.S. must
strictly implement the 1962
Geneva Agreements on Laos,
respect the  sovereignty,
independence, neutrality and
territorial integrity of Laos,
and let the Lao people settle
own internal affairs on the
basis of the 1962 Geneva
Agreements and in accordance
with the present realities
in Laos.

Why Did the NFL Secure the Control of
Such An Extensive Area in South Viet Nam?

Editor’s note : We reprint below the views of Dr. Benjamin

Spock,

the famous Amevican paediatyist and

staunch war

vesister, who recived a five years’ jail teym last July for his
participation in the movement against the Viet Nam way.
These views are to be found in his book on Viet Nam published

in New York in March 1968.

side of the Globe, the

armed forces of the
strongest nation in the world
surrender 85 percent of the
South Vietnamese countryside
to the Viet Cong.

‘What dces this mean ?

«The military flatly refu-
ses to classify any road
in the country as safe at
night”. reports the New
York Times (July 13, 1967),
“not even the fourlane,
15-mile expressway that links
Saigon with Bien Hoa .

Only one out of every six
Saigon-appointed hamlet

AS night falls on the other

- chiefs feels safe enough in

his own hamlet to

overnight.

At the end of a ‘search-
and-destroy’ operation, the
Viet Cong slip back into the
villages under cover of night.

stay

6

A New York Times reporter
quotes a young American
officer at the close of such
a day: “Time to turn the
country over to the VC”’,

How has the National
Liberation Front (NFL or
Vietcong) gained this kind
of control?

Our government says that
the answer is terrorism — that
the South Vietnamese support
the Viet Cong only becsuse
they are afraid. This is false.
Even former Premier Ky,
now Vice-President of South
Viet Nam, admitted that
the people of South Viet
Nam support the Viet Cong
for positive reasons, not just
out of fear. In 1963 he told
New York Times reporter
James Reston that the Viet
Cong ‘‘are closer to the
people’s yearning for social

justice and an independent

life >’ than his own govern-
ment (New York  Times,
Sept. 1, 1965).

U.S. Ambassador Henry

Cabot Lodge said much the
same thing: * For years now
in Southeast Asia, the only
people who have been doing
anything about the little
man at the grass roots — to
lift him up — have been
the communists ”’ (New York
Times, Feb. 27, 1966).

Ambassador Lodge was
mistaken in implying that
the Viet Cong is entirely
made up of ¢ the com-
munists ’> — as the surveys
reported by the New York
Times make clear, most
Viet Cong soldiers do not
considers themselves com-
munists. But he was right
in saying that they have
been the only ones concern-
ed about the common man
in Viet Nam.

Unlike the government in
Saigon, which tolerates ex-
ploitation of poor farmers
and workers, favoritism, in-
flation, profiteering and lack

On the Pueblo Incident

Korean People’s
Victory Hailed

N a commentary on Dec.
25, 1968 the Hanoi daily
Nhan Dan, central organ

of the Viet Nam Workers’
Party, hailed the decision of
the DPRK Government re-
garding the U.S. spy ship
Pueblo and its crew,

The paper said:

After lame denials the U.S.
Government at last had to
acknowledge that its armed
spy ship Pueblo had conducted

espionage and hostile acts
after intruding into the
territorial waters of the

Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, U.S. Army Major
General Gilbert H. Woodward
on behalf of the U.S. Govern-
ment signed anapology to the
DPRK Government on Dec.
23, I968.

Thus, all U.S. “ menace”
and diplomatic ¢ pressure’’
bave not been able to save
the U.S. Government humili-
ation of admitting its crime,
the paper added. As pointed
out by the spokesman of the
DPRK Foreign Ministry,
this means an ignominiou$
defeat for the U.S. imperialist
aggressors and constitutes
another great victory for the
Korean people who have
shattered the myth of U.S.
might. ~ The  Pueblo  inci-
dent proves that the time
has gone for the U.S. to use
with impunity its < gun-

boat’ policy against Asian
peoples. Formerly the U.5.
could, with a tiny warship,
intimidate a small nation. But
now, although such a most
up-to-date armed ship and
its entire crew had been
captured by the Korean
people’s armed forces under
the wvery nose of the
U.S. imperialists, the latter
could only utter ridiculous
‘“ threats ’’ and finally had to
apologize for their crime.

The Pueblo incident, there
fore, is a hard blow at the
so called U.S. “might ",

Recalling that the U.S,
ruling circles retracted their
admission and apology soon
after the Pueblo crew had
been sent home, the paper
commented: ‘“Such base-
ness only sheds a stronger
light on the obstinate
and treacherous nature of
the U.S. imperialists ’’..

Together with the world
peoples, the paper concluded,
the Vietnamese people warm-
ly welcome the Korean people
and their armed forces for
having taught the U.S. a
good lesson. The Vietnamese
people consicer this a com
mon victory for the two
peoples over the same enemy,
and an incentive for the
Vietnamese people in their
fight against U.S. aggression
for national salvation.

of schooling except for the
rich, the NFL is facing up
to South Viet Nam’s pro-
blems.

Once the Viet Cong run
the government troops and
officials out of a district,
the civilian arm of the
NFL assumes the responsi-
bilities of government. In
some areas, the NFL has
been the real government
for years. Perhaps once in
two years the Saigon army
moves through the area and
tries to reassert contral over
the people. But as sown as
the army moves on. the
NFL moves back in In
these areas it maintains
order, collects taxes, runs
schools and administer the
courts. According to Drew
Pearson, Secretary of State
Dean Rusk admitted to the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee that everi Aner-
ican ©0il companies have

been paying tolls to the
NFL to allow their trucks
to pass through Viet Cong
territory.

Iowa Republican Senator
Hickenlooper has estimated
that the area the NFL con-
trols is on the order of
two - thirds of South Viet
Nam. In these areas, they
have begun to deal with
the basic social and economic
problems.

The schools which they
have established all over
South Viet Nam are free,
and a bright Vietnamese
child will go as far as his
intelligence aud industrious-
ness can carry him.

Their land reform is strai-
ghtforward : «“To the
tillers belongs the soil 7. If
a man and his family work
a certain piece of land, it
belongs to them.
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NFL and DRVN Delegations’

Joint

elapsed without any result
being achieved.

2. Not until December 8,
1968, under the pressure of
the South Vietnamese people
and of world public opinipn,
did the Saigon administration
send to Paris a delegation
headed by the bellicose pup-
pet Nguyen Cad Ky who has
never failed to express his
worship for Hitler that he
considers as his master. Since
then, the attitude of the
Thieu-Ky-Huong administra-
tion has more and more
proved to be a great obstacle
to the holding of the confe-
rence. ,

They have even availed
themselves of the procedural
discussions, usual and natural
before any conference may
begin, to hamper the confe-
rence. Both the Saigon admi-
nistration and the U.S. have
stuck to their absurd view-
point of a ¢ two-side’’ con-
ference - the U.S. and the
Saigon administration on one
side and the DRVN and
the South Viet Nam NFL
on the other - whereas there
are in fact four delegations.
They have refused to reco-
gnize the Front as an inde-
pendent and equal party to
the conference, thus trying
to deny the just struggle of
the South Vietnamese people
and refusing to admit the

role of the South Viet Nam.

N.F.L., the organizer and
leader of the South Vietnam-
ese people’s struggle against
the U.S. aggressors and their
lackeys, and the authentic
representative of the South
Vietnamese people. This is
precisely why the U.S. and
the Saigon administration
have demanded that the seats
of the four delegations be
aranged along two sides, at
a long rectangular table, or
at an oval or round table
split into two parts, thus
carrying out into effect their
erroneous viewpoint.

For its part, with the
consent of the Delegation of
the South Viet Nam NITL,
and basing itself on the fact
that there are actually four
delegations to the conference,
and on the principle that
each delegation is independent
and has equal rights, the
delegation of the DRVN
has suggested that the seats
be arranged on the four sides
of either a square or a
diamond-shaped table, each
delegation occupying one side,

TO THE READER

We are aware that there
{1 is much room for improve-
| ment in the wording of
our paper. We apologize
1 for this shortcoming and
{ highly appreciate all your
| suggestions as they will
help us to serve you more
! efficiently in future.

K}
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Communiqué
Puppets’ Holding Up
Conference

(Continued from page 1)

without any discrimination.
But the U.S. and the Saigon
administration have turned
down such a sensible ar-
rangement. Once more to
show its goodwill, the delega-
tion of the DRVN, with
the consent of the delegation
of the NFL, proposed that
that the four delegations be
seated around a circular
table. According to this pro-
posal, the four delegations
will sit around a non-split
circular table, each of them
sitting where it chooses. If
the problem of the conference
table can be solved in such a
reasonable and sensible way,
all other procedural problems
will no doubt be settled
rapidly and easily. But to
this day neither the U.S. nor
the Saigon administration
have accepted this seating
arrangement,

In the meantime, the U.S.
and the Saigon administra-
tion have perpetrated new
crimes in Viet Nam. In the
South, they have intensified
the war, carried out the
*“ accelerated pacification ”’
plan, tried to concentrate the
population, increased indis-
criminate B.52 bombings on
populous areas, and stepped
up toxic-chemical sprayings.
Moreover, the Saigon admi-
nistration is doing its utmost
to pressgang youths into the
army, persecuted all groups
of people and individuals
that stand for peace, neutral-
ity and talks with the South
Viet Nam NFL. In North
Viet Nam, in contradiction
with U.S. President L. John-
son’s October 31 declaration,
the U.S. has continued re-
connaissance flights and air-
attacks against a number of
localities lying between the
17th and 19th parallels, thus
infringing upon the sovereign-
ty and jeopsrdizing security
of the DRVN.

The above-mentioned facts
prove that the U.S. has not
yet renounced its scheme of
aggression and is still trying
to maintain the Saigon admi-
nistration as an instrument
for the furtherance of neo-
colonialism in South Viet
Nam, and that the Thieu-Ky-
Huong clique are still trying
to cling to the U.S. aggres-
sors so as .to continue the
war and tolive on the people
blood and sweat.

3. The Delegation of the
South Viet Nam NFL and the
Delegation of the government
of the DRVN reaffirm their
serious intent and goodwill
towards the Paris conference
and reafiirm that the position
of the Vietnamese people on
the peaceful settlement of the
Viet Num problem is the
four ponts of the govern-
ment of the DRVN, reiterat-
ed on Dovember 2, 1968 anh
the five points on the politi-
cal setfement of the South
Viet Nem problem, expo und-
ed on November 3, 1968, by

on U.S.
Parls |

Hikrey

the South Viet Nam NTL.
The two Delcgations strongly
condemn and denounce to
world public opinion the fact
that the U.S. and the Saigon
administration have availed
themselves of the procedural
discussions to delay the
Paris conference on Viet
Nam. If the U.S. really wants
the Paris conference to open
in order to proceed rapidly
to substantial discussions
leading to an ¢ honorable
peace ’’ in Viet Nam as it
has often declared, the repre-
sentatives of the U.S. and
of the Saigon administration
must immediately sit at the
circular table proposed by
the Delegations of the DRVN
and of the South Viet Nam
NT'L.

So long as the U.S. main-
tains the Thicu-Ky-Huong
clique—a puppet, dictatorial,
bellicose and corrupt admi-
nistration which is trying by
all means to sabotage the
Paris conference on Viet Nam
— it will be difficult for
the conference to start and
even if it can start, it will
be difficult for ‘it to bring
about any result, due to the
obstacles created by the
Thieu-IKy-Huong clique. The
South Viet Nam people are
passionately fighting for the
overthrow of the Thieu-Ky-
Huong clique, and for the
immediate establishment of
a peace cabinet that would
approve of talks with the
South Viet Nam NFL and of
the participation in the four-
party conference in order to
find a peaceful settlement
of the South Viet Nam pro-
blem. This is a legitimate
demand which enjoys the
support of large sectors of
public opinion.

All  peace - -and justice-
loving people in the world
including the American people
are looking forward to the
carly holding of the four-
party conference in Paris,
and are demanding that the
U.S. put an end to its ag-
gression, definitively stop
all infringements upon the
sovereignty and threats to the
security of the DRVN, with-
draw all U.S. and satellite
troops from South Viet Nam,
and let the South Viet-
namese people settle them-
selves their own affairs,
without foreign interference,

so that they can build an
independent, democratic,
peaceful, neutral and prospe-
rous South Viet Nam and
advance toward the peaceful
reunification of the country
in conformity with the fun-
damental principles of the
1954 Geneva Agreements on
Viet Nam. If the U.S. and
the Saigon administration
keep to their present obdu-
rate attitude, they must bear
full responsibility and will
necessarily meet with fai-
lure. ”’

On the vrelease of 3 American POW’s

PLAF Eastern Nam Bo
Command Ready To Meet
Again U.S. Representatives

S earlier reported by Giai
Phong Press Agency,
the Command of the

PLAF in Eastern Nam Bo
on December 19 fixed the
time and place for a meeting
with the representatives of
the Command of the U.S
forces in South Viet Nam to
discuss the procedures con-
cerning the release of 3 Ame-
rican prisoners-of-war.

On Dec. 25, the U.S. Com-
mand sent their representa-
tives to the agreed place,
but those representatives
refused to discuss the proce-
dures required for the pre-
paration of the release of the

POW’s. That is
meeting failed to
any result.

why the
achieve

On Dec. 28 the spokesman
of the PLAF Eastern Nam
Bo Command in a statement
annouced that they agreed
to'a new U.S. proposal for
a second meeting with a
view to discussing procedures
concerning the release of the

3 American POW’s. The
American POW’s, the sta-
tement emphasized, arc

anxious to see that the U.S.
Comumand adopt a correct
attitude at this new meeting
so as to enable their prompt
return ‘to their homes.

Saigoh’and Can Tho..

(Continued from page 2)

Thieu Ky Huong clique, for-
mation of a peace cabinet and
serious talks with the NFL
to re-establish peace and end
the war, Giai Phong Press
Agency reported.

Every day, more than 500
people representing student
associations, religious com-
munities and trade . unions
gathered at KhanhQuang pa-
goda for sit-ins. The partici-
pants voiced the unanimous
view that the Saigon puppet
administration installed by
the U.S was a ‘“ regime rotten
from top to bottom ”’, like a
¢« threadbare skirt which is
wornoutbeyond repair’’. Many
speakers pointed out that
the delegation led by Ky tow-
the Paris conference repre-
sented nobody, that it was
<« masterminded by foreign-
ers’’ (i.e. the Americans)
and that it had been sent to
Paris only to sabotage the
conference. They demanded
the formation of a peace
government which ¢ really
wants to negotiate with the
NFL’ so as to bring real
peace and independence to

South Viet Nam. They also
condemned the U.S. imperial-
ist aggressors and demanded
that they quit South Viet
Nam and remove their milit-
ary bases there. Many speak-
ers were of the opinion that
“‘because of foreign (i.e. U.S.}
interference, the Vietnamese
people suffered destruction
and death from the war. To
end the war and restore
peace, foreign (i.e. U.S.)
troops must be withdrawn
from South Viet Nam and all
foreign military bases dis-
mantled. South Viet Nam
must have peace and inde-
pendence and be made free
from foreign influence. Every
Vietnamese must work for
these goals. ”’

All the representatives
expressed  approval and
support for the just cause of
the NFL. Some of them said,
¢« The Front advocates the
setting up of a coalition
government and neutrality
for South Viet Nam. This
position.is unequivocal and
widely known at home and
abroad.””
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