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1,000 US. AIRCRAFT DESTROYED
SINCE MAY 1964

HE Lao people and
T armed forces in Xieng
Khoang Province remark-

ably shot down on January
22 the 100oth U.S. aircraft
since May 17, 1964, date of
the first U.S. air strike
against Laos liberated areas.

The U.S. has been using
modern jet planes of different
types including Bs2s to
bomb the liberated areas
from Northern to Southern
Laos, but as in Viet Nam,
the hunt for U.S. air pirates
in TLaos has become a
national sport in which the
A-A and main force units,
the regional, militia and
guerilla forces have recorded
outstanding  achievements.
348 planes have been down-
ed by infantry guns, and
44 by guerillas.

Over the past months,
after its forced unconditional
halt of all bombardments
against the DRVN, the U.S.
has been intensifying its
war of destruction in the
liberated areas of Laos. As
was rightly pointed out by
the Central Committee of
the TLao Patriotic Front,

these frenzied acts are last-
ditch efforts exerted by the
U.S. in an attempt to check
the development of the Lao
people’s patriotic struggle
and to maintain and streng-
then the U.S. political and
military position in Laos and
defend its military bases in
Thailand.

However, bombs, shells,
toxic chemicals and any
other kind of up-to-date

weapons of the U.S. cannot
break the will of the Lao
armed forces and psople to
fight for independence and
freedom. Along with the
destruction of 1,000 U.S.
aircraft, the Tao armed
forces and people bave put
out of action more than
70,000 enemy troops, and
have obtained splendid re-
sults of historic significance
in building and consolidating
the liberated areas.

The Vietnamese people
warmly hail the successes of
the Lao armed forces and peo-
ple in their fight against U.S.
imperialism, the common
enemy to both Vietnamese
and Lao peoples.

FULL SUPPORT TO G.D-R.

RESIDENTIAL elections
have been planned by
the Bonn government in

West Berlin for March 5. The
G.D.R. Government has con-
sequently put a ban on the
West German M.P.s trips
into West Berlin by ground
and water ways across the
G.D.R. to this effect.

The Vietnamese people fully
support the measure.

West Berlin is a political
entity entirely independent
from Bonn’s domination,
which lies deep in the G.D.R.
territory ard very far from
the West German border.
Why should more than 1,000
West German M.P.s including
members of the new fascist
party NPD take the trouble

to go there to elect their

President? This is wunder-
standable only when one traces
this act back to the scheme
long hatched by the West
German militarists to gradual-
ly nibble at West Berlin and
integrate it into West Ger-
many.

Since 1968, Chancellor Kurt
Georg Kiesinger and other
bosses of the West German
administration have come to
West Berlin to hold meeting
of Parliament sub-committees
or to sponsor provocative
gatherings. The coming presi-
dential elections are the
climax of a long-drawn pro-
vocative campaign in West
Berlin, which is part of the
over-all policy of the West
German imperialists to claim
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for the monopoly to repre-
sent the whole of Germany,
annexation of the G.D.R.
and revision of the European
countries borders already
delineated after World War
II. These moves are closely
associated with the Bonn
authorities’ insistence on the
strengthening of theN.A.T.O.,
and with the recent promo-
tion of the plan to prepare
for an atomic, chemical and
bacteriological war which has
recently been exposed by
many West German scien-
tists.

The Kiesinger clique
would not have been able
to carry out illegal activities
in West Berlin without the
approval and support of the
United States, Britain and
France. U.S. President Nixon
in particular has shown his
sympathy with them. Not long
after he came to power, U.S.
troops staged big war games
in West Germany, close to
the borders of the socialist
countries. Nixon has also
decided to visit West Berlin
just a few days before the
illegal presidential elections
there. Such steps obviously
help the West German
provocateurs, encourage the
NPD new fascists now
ruling the roost in West
Berlin, and constitute an
overt support to the expan-
sionist and aggressive policy
of West German imperialism
against the socialist countries.

On Feb. 19, DRVN Vice
Premier and Foreign Minister

@Ghe whele world sides with us

ALL FOR THE VIETNAMESE
PEOPLE'S VICTORY

USSR — SOUTH YEMEN

¢« a=HE Soviet Union and
T the People’s Republic
of South Yemen ex-

press their fraternal solidarity
with the heroic struggle of
the South Vietnamese people
and consider that the com-
plete withdrawal of troops of
the USA and its aggressive
allies from South Viet Nam,
and the ending of all foreign
interference in this area
constitute the essential con-
dition for the Vietnamese
people to shape their destiny
and solve their own affairs
by themselves >, says the
joint communiqué between
the USSR and South Yemen
published on Feb. 10, 1969
on the occasion of the visit
by the President of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of South
Yemen Gahtan Mohamed Al
Shaabi to the Soviet Union.

GDR

the German Democratic

Republic has issued a
statement warmly greeting
the South Viet Nam NFL
delegation which participates
in the Paris quadripartite
Conference as an independent
and equal partner. The
statement goes on: ¢ The
GDR fully supports the five
points of the South Viet Nam
NFL and the statement by
Minister Xuan Thuy, head of
the DRVN delegation, stress-
ing that the deep root and
the immediate cause of the
present situation in Viet Nam
lie in U.S. aggression, and
consequently any political
solution to the Vietnamese
problem must be based on
the cessation of the U.S.
aggression and recognition by
the U.S.A. of the fundamental
national rights of the Viet-
namese people. ”’

‘!’HE Foreign Ministry of

POLAND
meeting of solidarity
with the Vietnamese

people was organized by

the People’s Unity Front and
the General Department of
Telecommunications in Wara
saw on Feb. 7, 1969,

The resolution passed by
the participants reads among
other things : <“We thoroughly
back the heroic South Viet-
namese people and firmly sup-
port their struggle for inde-
pendence and freedom. We
fully agree with the South
Viet Nam NFL Political
Programme and the positions
of the NFL and DRVN
delegations to the Paris Con-
ference. We severely condemn
the barbarous acts of the
U.S. imperialists and their
lackeys who step up the war
in South Viet Nam and seek

every means to sabotage the
Paris Conference. *’

BURUNDI

URING his stay in Dar-
Es-Salaam, capital of
Tanzania, where he

attended the Conference of
Foreign Ministers of 14
countries of Eastern and
Central Africa, Lazare Nta-
wushira, Foreign Minister of
Burundi, has declared that
the war waged by the United
States in Viet Nam is an
unjust war. ‘“The Burundi
Government and people, ’’ he
pointed out, ‘ unswervingly
side with the Vietnamese
people and wholly support
the position of the DRVN
Government and the sensible
solutions put forward by the
South Viet Nam NFL at the
Paris quadripartite Confer-
ence. ”’

FINLAND

VER 2,000 people held
a meeting of solidarity

with Viet Nam in

- Helsinki on Feb. 9, 1969.

R. Chandra, Secretary Ge-
neral of the World Peace
Council, stated :

‘“The Vietnamese people
struggle not only for their

own interests, but also for
the whole of mankind. The

successes won by them belong -

to all peoples mow fighting
for national independence and
peace, against imperialism
and old and new colonial-
ism.

“We must make of 1969 a
year of international mobili-
zation of forces for the
defence of peace, a year that
witnesses the ending of the
war in Viet Nam and an
unprecedented uprush of the
struggle for peace in the
world. ”’

FRANCE

NDER the slogan ¢ the
Haute Savoie people
stand shoulder to shoul-

der with the Vietnamese’’,
the Peace Movement and
many mass organizations of
Haute Savoie observed a Day
of Solidarity with Viet Nam
in Annecy on Feb. 7, 1969.
Several teach-ins were staged
during which the audience
discussed the situation in
Viet Nam and the measures
to be taken in order to
further denounce the U.S.
imperialists and increase ma-
terial assistance to the Viet-
namese people.

GREAT BRITAIN

N the course of a protest
meeting against the U.S.
war of aggression in

Viet Nam recently convened
in Glasgow, L. Daly, Secre-
tary General of the Scottish
Miners’ Trade Union called
on the British people to step
up their support to the Viet-
namese people. He also
demanded that the British
Government stop at once its
countenance of American
aggression in Viet Nam, and
invited the British workers
to take an active part in the
march in support of Viet
Nam due to take place in
London on March 16.

Nguyen Duy Trinh handed
the GDR chargé d’affaires
a statement saying, ¢“The
Vietnamese people and the
DRVN Government strongly
condemns the Kiesinger Ad-
ministration’s progressive
infringements upon West
Berlin and continual threats
to the German Democratic
Republic. They express their
total sympathy with, and
firm support to, the just
position  and legitimate
measures taken by the GDR
Government to safeguard the
sovereignty and security of
its territory ’’.

Dr. Spock Favours Movement

Against U.S. War in Viet Nam

to Viet Nam and kill

and be killed are in

their rights according to the

Nuremberg principles’’, said

well-known American Baby

Doctor Benjamin Spock on

Feb. 14 at a University

symposium in ¥Kansas city,
AP reported.

Dr. Spock who last year

“MEN who refused to go

counselled American youths
against the draft — for which
he was arbitrarily convicted—
said men have the right to re-
fuse to submit to the selec-
tive service. He added that
the decision at Nuremberg by
allied judges condemned Ger-
man and Japanese warlords
for not acting on the dictates
of their conscience.

VIET NAM COURIER

Saigon: Cross ; Section...

{(Continued from page 8)

resolve to achieve
unity in the action
for an end to the war and
the restoration of peace and
against all brutal measures
to suppress the people’s
movement for peace.

The participants in the
git-in unanimously called
on all genuinely patriotic
nationalists to rise up and
create a force for the strug-
gle, and to convene a na-
tional congress of genuine
representatives of wvarious
segments of the people to
map out concrete steps for
an early ending of the war
and rapid restoration of
peace.

CCORDING to foreign
A news reports, greatly
alarmed by the
mounting movement  of
people of all walks of life
in Saigon, the  Thieu-Ky-
Huong  triumvirate has
taken measures to counter
it. Terror and repression

have been directed against
any person or organization

suspected of working for
peace and of communist
inclination.

A Feb. 15 AFP dispatch
reported that at a police
HQ in Saigon, puppet chief-
tain Nguyen Van Thieu
again threatened to ‘ liqui-
date any citizen’’ hostile
to his regime. He even went
to the length of declaring
that. ““we (i.e. the Thieu-
Ky-Huong clique) have the
right to sacrifice such ci-
tizens.”’

The same agency added
that in an effort to prevent
large meetings for peace
and an end to the war, on
Feb.15, the Thieu - Ky-
Huong administration an-
nounced a decision imposing
restrictions even on reli-
gious services. These should
be confined to the precincts
of churches and pagodas and
processions should be res-
tricted to the maximum.

HOW WE TOOK PART IN THE
GENERAL OFFENSIVE

(Continued from page s5)

By 8.30 a.m. we approach-
ed the H.Q.of the First
Corps mnear Da Nang. We
quickly called a meeting to
call on the townsfolk to
take to the streets.

The people smashed the
seat of the wicked thugs,
head of the multi - family
groups and hamlets and tore
down reactionary flags and

streamers.

The enemy persistently
called in armoured cars to
fire wantonly at the crowds.
However, thousands of peo-
ple resolutely marched for-
ward. Many women jumped
on the vehicles and hindered
the enemy fire. At last,
under the noses of the 1,500
powerless GI’s and puppets
we made for the centre of
Da Nang. . - -

A VOLUNTEER SETS OFF

(Continued from page 3)

my guerilla unit and tried
to capture me.‘No,you devils,
you won’tget me’’. I thought
to myself and kept dashing
forward and gave them a
thorough thrashing. Finally
the whole enemy regiment fled
in confusion. At that time, T
had no particular skill, but
one thing is certain: ¢‘death
won’t hit those who do not
fear it. I was not
afraid of death because
I knew that I would
not die a useless death, but
I would die for the people,
for the Fatherland’’.

His passionate voice filled
the whole house with warmth.
He paused for a second then
continued :

““ At that time I had only
a sub-machinegun for weapon
against the French. To day
you fight the Yankees in
much better conditions. As
Uncle Ho has said, you're
now fighting against the most
brutal aggressor in the world.
It’s worth every effort, every
sacrifice isn’t it? Victory day
1s pnot far off. We must
press forward. Many of our
Southern compatriots are
massacred by the U.S. aggres-
sors with every passing
minute. At home you’re my
son and your mother’s. In
the next few hours, off from
the family, you will become
a revolutionary fighter fight-
ing with arms in hand for
the country’s independenrce
and freedom and for the
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future of all mankind. You
should bear it in mind. What
do you think about that?”’

“1’11 do my best to be
worthy of your son’’, Chiem
answered, brimming with af-
fection and admiration.

* When fighting the Yanks”’
old Re said ‘“You must do
better than I did against the
French. Remember the saying:
“ Lucky is a family whose sons
surpasz fathers.”’

He spoke with a great
excitement, his arms and legs
all in a tremor as if he was
charging the enemy with
his submachinegun pressed
against his side.

« It seems there is no end
to your talking. Goto sleep
now. The boy must bave
some rest. You can resume
your talk to-morrow morn-
ing !’ Mme Re grumbled
from a back room.

The old man nudged Chiem
and whispered to him. ‘¢ Ne-
ver mind, We can sleep any
moment we want to. ”’

Father and son then went
on with their chat and did
not stop until Mme Re growl-
ed out a new complaint.

Moments later, both father
and son snored.

Outside, the day began to
break on the horizon. On an
old tree at the village entrance
a young bird twittered,
then left its nest, spreading
wide its wings in the cold
morning breeze, and darted
up to the high, immense
sky.

Editor’s note. — Own  December 26,
the [first
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seven fighters of the PLAF yepelled attacks by 600 enemy

troops,

one M.113 armoured

killed 82, wounded wmany
personnel

others
carviey.

and destyoyed
Heve is a

veport by the Da Nang coyrespondent of Giai Phong Pryess.

Agency.

HAT morning. the enemy
mustered one company
of puppet bio amn mi-
litia, one of puppet combat
police, one platoon of Amer-
ican military police and
scores of dam ve thugs —
nearly 300 in all — for a
round-up in Thanh Kuaé
against seven PLAF fighters
operating there.

After sealing off the whole
area, they sent in search

parties. The first PLAF
team, composed of Hué,
Minh and Tuyét, held a

lightning meeting on the
tactics to be adopted. All
agreed that the best defen-
sive was offensive. As the
random shots fired by an
enemy patrol came nearer
and nearer, Tuyét unpinned
a grenade. She was an 18-
year-old girl. Suddenly she
dashed out and hurled two

hastily retreated and called
in a barrage of M.79 grenade-
launchers. Hundreds of M.
79 shells exploded all around,
but Thanh and his men
never turned a hair. ¢ Let
them come at close range,
boys, ©’ said Thanh with the
greatest calm. When the bar-
rage ended and the puppets
thought they had wiped out
their adversary, they rushed
in, but only to meet with
deadly bursts of submachine-
gun and a hail of explosive
charges. Many fell there and
then, the rest showed a
clean pair of heels, pursued
by the four PLAF men who,
darting out of ccmbat tren-
ches and making skilful use
of the terrain strewn with
debris and chunks of collap-
sed walls, poured a steady
fire at them from the flanks
and rear. Twice the puppets

Nang city, .

all fought off.

As the battle was raging,
Hué was wounded in the hip.
She handed her gun to Tuyét
and motioned her and Minh
to take up position in the
two neighbouring houses.
Tuyét, moved to tears,
wanted to take her along with
them, but Hué shook her
head, saying, ¢ Do as I said
just leave me here.” Then:
clenching a grenade captured
from the enemy, she lay in
wait for the mnext assault
party. Loss of blood made her
faint, but a sharp explosion
brought her to, just as
an American police squad
rushed in. Mustering up all
her strength, she tossed her
grenade : five burly Yanks
fell, the rest turned and ran,
but more were killed by a
flanking fire from Tuyet and
Minh.

At two in the afternoon, it
was still a ‘stalemate, the
enemy having suffered severe
losses. Having fired all her
AR.15 ammunition,
smashed her carbine and
took Hué’s submachinegun.
Her long and beautiful bair

Tuyét

THE SEVEN FIGHTERS

OF THANH

KHE CROSSROADS

grenades in quick succes-
sion ; Hué and Minh followed
up with angry Dbursts of
sub machinegun. Five pup-
pet combat police fell on
the spot, the rest turned
tail. The booty comprised
grenades and an AR.15
quick-firing carbine together
with three clips of ammuni-
tion. The AR.15 came in
handy, for .Tuyét had mno
gun yet. The three PLAF
fighters quickly moved to
another block. By then the
enemy had recovered from
the stunning blow they had
received and started launch-
ing counter-attacks. Five
such onslaughts were repel-
led by the three PLAF
fighters with submachine-
gun fire and grenades. The
roadway was stained with
big puddles of puppets’
blood. Hard hit, the enemy
now decided to withdraw in-
to the houses across the
street, taking with them
their dead and wounded-
Again the PLAF fighters
moved to another combat
position. Scaling two succes-
sive walls, they broke into
the house of a Dbloodthirsty
thug, made away with him
and captured one carbine
and a pistol.

At 8.30 another enemy
patrol ran into the second
PLAF  team, headed by
Nguyen Thanb. The puppets

counter-attacked, twice they
were beaten off with heavy

losses. Their ranks thinned
under the blows of the PLAF

fighters. At one point, three
combat police tried a sneak
attack : two were killed by a
grenade, the third by a shot
in the chest.

HE fighting went  on
T unabated between our
seven fighters and the
the nearly 300 enemy troops.
A deadly game of hide-and-
seek was played around Thanh
Khé crossroads. The enemy
behaved in a strange way:
they were at once truculent
and frightened. Hardly had
they launched an attack when
they hastily retreated. The
officers shouted at their
men, who refused to budge.

10.30. The enemy signal-
led for armed helicopters,
which sprayed the area with
bullets while calling on the
PLAT fighters to surrender
with loudspeakers. A batta-
lion of American combat
police and some puppet ran-
gers were sent in, totalling
about 300 men, supported by
seven M. 113 armoured cars.
A heavy shelling destroyed
many civilian houses, followed
at 11 by several onslaughts,

hampering her movements,
she asked Minh to cut it
shoulder-short with her
bowieknife.

A new enemy onslaught
was under way. Gun in hand,
Tuyét dashed to a vantage
point from which she fired
deadly bursts at an enemy
assault party trying to sneak
in through a back alley. Her
friends also quickly moved
from house to house, hitting
hard at the enemy from well
protected positions. When
their submachineguns ran out
of ammunition, they used
their pistols and also grenades
captured from the enemy.
Although physically exhaust-
ed by seven hours of
continuous fighting, their
spirit was never higher.

At 3 in the afternoon,
having suffered 8o dead and
many others wounded, with
several of their armoured
cars ablaze, the Americans
and their puppets decided
that they had had enough.
They pulled out all troops
and radioed in an artillery

" barrage, but the shells falling

at random caused no harm.

When dusk fell and the
enemy had retreated into
defensive positions, the PLAF
fighters safely made their
way back to their unit, with
the efficient help of the local
people.






