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Dear Reader : 

Magazines or periodical.s, not unlike babies, are easier 

to concei1ve and harder to deliver'. · 

:The Free Observer was long in conception. I had long 

fe!t the need for an ·analytical monthly dissecting curr~nt issues 

for on EngHsh readership, and thereby establish better ·rapport 

between Vietnamese persuasions and orientations with those of 

the western mind. 

Needless tb say, extreme difficulties attended the production 

of our maiden issue. But just · as motherhood is the supreme joy 

of any woman, I feel ' that its. realization has . been worth the 

sweat, toil, pains and tears. 

I pledge to r.urture this "baby" with the vitamins that 

marks the healthy paper: impartiality, sense of responsibility, 
' '\ 

accuracy, cind dedication to the public interest. 

It is my fond hope that a re.sponsive readership gu·ides it 
. ' 

in its toddlin~ steps. Even . a mother con do oril>: so much. 
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·APOLOGY 

We QP ologize to our readers for the delay of · 

· this is·sue scheduled to come out ' early April. 

The .reasons are : 

- The shortage of type.-setters ·which forced us 

to change printers twice. 

- The cut of 1/6 of our 32 pages against our will 
' 

compelled us, to end wi.th the beginning:. 

- Important events of the last three ·weeks which 

· are still developing. did not favor our deC:ision on a 

deadline. · 

The Free OBSERVER 

. . 

.• 
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====EDITORIAL 
Vietnam suffers again, smce three weeks, a serious political crisis, after.nine 

. months -' of relative s,tability . . 

This time, not any political party has raised its v01ce: 

Mostly we heard from the Government on the one side and from leaders 
·of various religions on the other. 

. We wholeheartedly wish for the return of political stability, which is the 
condition preliminarily required to win the war. 

I 
We think ·however that politics should be the politicians? job first. We are 

afraid that· a political stability, if any, which .is not the_ work of politicians, would 
be unstable. 

"Rendons a Cesar ce qui est a Cesa_r", that is one basic prindple, also 
applicable to the buildi,ng of , a long-lasting political stability in Vietnam and 
elsewhere. 

* 
f ACTS 

We 'summarize here the viewpoints of the Buddhists, Government and Catholics on current issues 

BUDDHISTS 

Rehabilitation of all generals 
who were promoters of Nov. 1 
1963 Coup, presently dismissed. 

- Return of the Generals 'lo 
their purely military functions . 

- Immediate establishment of 
democratic institutions. 

·- Implementation of promises 
on social reforms by the Govern­
ment, to achieve a · real ' social 
revolµtion. 

- LATEST DEMAND: establish. 
ment of an elected Constitutional 
Assembly ·within three inonths, 
(~pr. 5, 1965) 

Entire agreement in princi· 
ple with the Buddhisf demands. 

- A ·Constitutional Convention 
will be sqon set up 

' - Constitution draft to be sub-
mitted _to popular referendum by 
the end of 1966. 

- General elections ear~:y: 1967, 
or by October at th~ latest. 

- 'Establishment of a political 
Congress to deal with a Constitu. 
ti on. 

- LATEST DECISION: PM Ky 
agreed to the formation of a 
Constitutional Assembly . (Apr. 6, 
1966) ' . 

·CATHOLICS 

N alional unity reCJ:uires the 
union of the milita rymen and the 
people first. 

- The present situation requi­
·res political stability. Disturbances 
only endanger situ ation . 

- "Struggie" 1 if any, should 
be carried out orderly. . 

- For the Government , stabiti­
ty must not be a " goal" but it 
,should be a co-ndition favoring 
measures to be taken to solve 
urgent' prqblems of the Nation. 

- One urgent pr oblem is the 
existing political vacuum in the 
country. 
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'TERRORISM 

· The Victoria BOQ on Blvd Tran Hung Dao 
Cholon, . was smashed ·in a pre-dawn Viet Cong 
attack on .April 1, 1966. 

Three U.S. MPs were killed in the gun fight 
and three Vietnamese died in the blast. Among the 
wounded, there were .67 Amaricans. 

The Viet Cong "mad bombers" hit the cement 
and steel building in the same pre-dawn tactics 
they used in the December 4, 1965 blast that hit 
the Metropole hotel billet, killing ten and injuring 
137. . 

Another major terrorist action between the . 
above two were' the double explosions by Claymo­
re mines at the a rear entrance of the ARYN 
General Staff Headquarters, at noon February 17, 
1966, killing twelve and wounding 60 .. 

The mines were obviously with the noon break 
for lunch to gain maximum casualities. All the 

·victims were Vietnamese including 41. militarymen. . . 
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New · Tactics 
. . 

Through the thtee major VC terrorist actions 
in recent months, we can determine the new terro­
rist tactics of the Viet Cong : 

To inflict maximum loss to the "enemy" 
by reducing damages to the .peo·ple living 
in the neighborhood. 

. . 

The targets, the time as well as the operational 
procedures they had adopted contributed to 

. confirm the V.C. new move. 

The V.C. intentfon was to show to the people . 
that they only aimed at the "enemy," not at the 
people as before. 

· We are afraid however that it has been too 
late for the V.C. to make themselves understood, 
because their previous "exploits". in the "My 
Canh" explosions, in the "US Embassy" blast, ... 
which made hundreds of innocent victims had given 
the people the definite belief that terr.orism. 
under any form, . is repulsive. 
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:PO·LITICAL 
For Vietnam, the biggest issue of March and April was theBuddhist affair. It began a few days after 

the relief from functions on March 10, of Lt. General Nguyen Chanh Thi, former Commander of I Corps. On 
March 12, the Buddhists released a communique announcing four Buddhist demands. 

A few days .later, Gen. Thi returned to Central Vietnam from Saigon «to see friends> in the provinces 
which were under his command. 

His visit initiated politico-religious disturbances in some northern pr-evinces such as Hue and Danang. 

Meanwhile, in Saigon, a series of speeches 'and communiques by the Buddhist leaders during the 
second half of , March caused another. series of statements by the Country's leaders and ·some Catholic 
leaders and the Liaison Office of the Archdioce~e of Saigon 

<Civilipn government, general elections, and complete sovereignty> were three hot demands at the 
end of March. 

The national Leadership Committee's lNLC) decision to set up a Constitutional Convention was consi­
dered, up to the. end of March, as a corripr9mise which .had some little .chance to temporarily ease the tension. 

Beginning April, the Buddhist struggle ' became more violent in both Saigon and the central 
provinces with repeated daily street demonstrations. 

The general theme was the immediate organization of elections to establih a Constitutional Assembly. 

In spite of an agreement in principle from the War Cabinet to establish a constitutional body within 
5 or 6 months, dem'onstrations .were continuing in the streets of Sai·gon to claim for a civilian government. · 

Prominent Buddhi.st leaders such as Venerables Tam Chau, head of the Buddhist Institute, Ho Gioe, 
·head of the Lay Buddhist Affairs, Tam Gioe, head of the Buddhist Chaplaincy, had ·.repeatedly urged 
moderation and non-violence. A lull might be expected therefrom, at least for the rest of April. 

. However, on April 9, a communique from the Vien Hoa Dao (Buddhist lnstitude) said that the United 
Buddhist Church will accept the responsibility of leadins a nation wide ~ truggle against the Government. 

Meanwhile, the c ·ath'olic Yo~th Forces proclaimed on the same day its anti-agitation posture. 

On April 12, the Political Congress of 92 men met to advise the NLC and the Government on how to · 
set up a Constitutional Convention '. Chief or State Nguyen Van Thie.u, chairman , of the NLC declared in his 
Opening address to the Congressmen .that the Armed Forces were ready t<;> hand over the power to 9 Ctvilian 
Government ~nd agreed to the setting up of a "most democratic Constitutional Aosembby". He stressed tnat 
to do so, "we must gather together at a conference table to find out a solution, in lieu of launching a '·strugg­

le campaign," 
' However, the .Buddhist Institute Leaders refused to join 'the Congress, and a settlement appearod to 

be ·doubtful. 

As of April 12, there were three following main tendencies: 

I) - GOVERNMENT: ready t0 compromise. 

2) __:.BUDDHISTS : continuation of strunggle. 

3) - CATHOLICS : opposition to agitation. 

* CHRONOLOGY 
MARCH 10: Lt. General .NGUYEN CHANH . THI, I 

Corps commander was replaced by. Maj. Gen. Nguyen 
.Van Chu~rn. First Infantry Division Commander. 

The decision was taken by the National Leadership 
Committee in full session. 

MARCH 12 : 36 Generals and high commanding 
officers of the Armed .Forces Council approved, follow­
ing a secrete ballot, the replacement of Gen. Thi There 
were 32 VOTES «YES» and /four abstentions. 

Ven . Thich Tam Chau, head of the Buddhist Secu­
ar Affairs Institute set four Buddhist demands : 

1) All the Generals and servicemen who had played 
an active role in the Nov. 1, 1963 Revolution m~st be 
rehabilitated (over ten generals are now jobless). 

2) The Generals now serving in the country or 
abroad are to return to their genuine military duties. 

3) A civitfan Government should t>e established. 
4) Tlie Government should carry out the promises 

it has made, especiatly in the social reform field. 
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MARCH 15 : PM Nguyen Cao Ky appealed for « vigi. 
lance and . more Sacrifices for . the completion of the 

· revolution, even at .the price of inore BLOODSHED. » 
. .. -

The appeal was made during the PM's visit to the 
Cao Dai Church in Tay Ninh province. 

MARCH 16 : LL G~n. Nguyen Chanh Thi, former I 
·Corps Commander · · told a press confere_nce . bef9re h~ 
winged off for Da Nang that « tb.e bonds of FRIEND- · 
SHIP between the PM l).nd myself have not diminished 
in any way.» 

:MARCH 17 : Ven. Ho Giac, deputy Director of thC? 
Buddhist Chaplaincy elaborated on the four demands 
of the Vien Hoa Dao· before. a MAMMOTH GATHERING 
at the1 Buddhist Institute . Headquarters. 

. . 
MARCH 19: Ven. Tam Chau, head of the Buddhist . 

Instititute urged NATIONAL ELECTIONS and a civilian 
. I ' 

government to replace the ruling Directory of Generals. 

MARCH 23 : PM Nguy~n Cao Ky reiterated his 
.Administration's objective of setting up DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS, before 185 delegates to the 2nd National 
Administrative C.ongress. · 

) · 

MARCH 24 : .. Representatives of all MAJOR RELI­
GIONS (Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, Cao Dai) 
me't at the Headqua·rters o( the Catholic . Gre~ter Union 
Bloc, in Saigon. No official communique w.as released. 

MARCH 25: PM Nguyen Cao Ky declared, at the· 
closing .' session of the • 2nd National Admin,istrative 
convention, h"e was readr t9 t'\rn over the power to ·a 
civilian government to return to his old love : COMBAT 

FLYING. 

MARCH 29: Fr. Quynh clarified position saying 

1) Civilian Gov11rn~ent issue was but an « OLD 
THEME," Advocating . for the preponderance of · civi­
lian authority over the military, of bot p the «Catholic 
Greater Union Bloc» and · the «Citizens of . All Faiths 
Front» whom he is the Chairman. 

2) The ((CITIZENS» of all religi.ons are to be re pre~ · 
seated in: the future civilian .government. They parti­
cipate in the · GovernIIJent not as · representatives of 
religions but as citizens of the c·ountry, given that reli­
gions are not to be involved in politics. 

PM Ngyen Cao Ky said the Government would 
take ((APPRORIATE MEASURES» if gentle persuasion 
failed to dissuade street demonstrators. 

He also said Lt. Gen. Nguyen Chanh Thi, former , 
Commander of I Corps will be assigned t~ a new position 
wh~n his ,sick leave expires. 

There will be . a Constituti.on by the 
and general elections will follow, · possibly 
by October_ at the latest. 

,. 
e_nct. of 1666, . 
early 1967 or 

MAR.CH 30 ~ 'The Saigon Archdiocese Liaisoq Office 
relea&ed Communique No. 6 defiping official Cathotic posi­
tiop on disputed topics: 

1) The present situation · of the country requires 
<(stability)); disturbances only .complicate the ·Natiol)'s 
problems and ·do not" help solve any one. 

2) Struggle, if any, should, be carried out ·« fo order» ; 
' 3) For the . Government, stability should not be a 

«goal» bu.t must be' a condition necessary for it to develop 
realistic measures · aimfog ' at solving urgent . national 
problems. . 1 

. . 

One of the big urgent problem is the existing political 
vacuum. The problem had already been rai

1
sed,in a pre~ 

vious comm~niqtl.e of the1Liaison Office. 

MARCH 30: Lt. General Nguyen Huu Co, Deputy P~emier 
and Defense Minister warned, in an «Order to the Armed 
Forces», that mjlitarymen or all grades participating in 

MARCH 25: Ven. Thie ri Minh, IDeputy Chairman of· street demonstrations or; engaging in destructive action 
the Vien Hoa Dao told thousands of Buddhist's gathering would be severely punished acco~ding to military discip­
at the Buddhist Institute that history had proved that Bud- .line,' or tried before the Field Court. 

dhist have never been POLITICS-MONGERS. I PM Nguyen Cao Ky issued an «Order to all officials 

. MARCH 26 : PM Nguyen Cao Ky, in a message to the 
Nation over Saigon Radio, warned that unrest might spoil 
Government reform programs and . result in. loss of 
FOREIGN AID. 

MARCH .27 : V!;!n. Tam Chau, head of the Ill
1
stitute 1 

urged the Buddhist faithful to keep their calm. '.fhe· appeal 
made in a communique stressed that the «Buddhist Church 
has not yet ordered whatever form ' of STRUGGLE». 

MARCH 27 : Father- Hoang Huynh, Chairman of the 
Catholic Greater Union Bloc, told UPI (according to UPI 
report)' he believed the present Government should be 

· replaced by a civilian government rtiade of REPRESEN­
TATIVES OF all major REUGIONS in ~he country. 
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(civil servants) calling on all the functionaries to respect 
discipline. Any on,e who breaks again discipline impos.ed 
upon Civil Ser van ts (by engaging in actions endangering 
nation! security and order) would be brought to Military 
lo -Court. 

* .! 

The National Leadership Committee decided to set up 
a Constitutional Convention to (!raft:> National Constitu­
t.ion to be submitted for referendum. 

Interior Mninjstry sources said . the Constitutional 
Convention· will be composed by 96 memb'ers. 

Half of the members could .. be representatives or" 
various religions and· polical parties- The rest ·might 
comprise members of city and provincial councils. 

, (Contir"ued 28 page on) ' 



.VVBY ' 'THIS. VV AR-? 
By MINH TAM 

Foreign Domination 

Viet Nam has existed 4000 years, according to legebds 
. and history. As tlie gateway to South East Asia it enjoys · 
_many advantages but must endure many, hardshi_ps. 

Foreign dominatjon was ohe of the worst disasters to 
befall Viet Nam. History records· a thousand years of 
Cpinese rule, and tilere was ·a Jrnndred years of French 
exploitation that ended in 1945. 

Post World War II 
Viet Nam was under Japanese military occupation 

in World War II, but continued to be administered by 
the Vichy French. Toward the end of the war (March . 
1945) the Japanese disarmed the French and removed 
them frorµ their administrative · posts . 

· A Vietnamese Government was formed a month later 
to set lfp. a Vietnamese administration, headed by na­
tionalist Tran Trong Kim, Although formed under 
Japanese .occupation with a war going on, this government 
proclaimed the independence of Viet Nam. 

But the Japanese, on the. brink of defeat, hesitated 
to return tci the new government the arms, money, tools, · 
and buiJdin~s thcit they _had taken _from the F:ench and 
which any government would reqmre to funct10n. There 
fore, the Tran Trong Kim Government fell about . a · 
week before the end of the war. This left. a vacuum, and 
the Communist-led Viet Minh had only to move in to · 
fill it. 

Viet Minh Revofotion 
The Viet Minh-abbreviation for Viet Nam Doc Lap 

Dong Minh, or ~eague for the Independence of Viet Nam 
-... was formed duti'ng World War II by Vietnamese 
refugees ·in China. Its leader took the name of Ho Chi 
Minh, primarily to con.ceal his long Communist past, for 
he know full well that the Vietnamese had no taste for 
Communism and wer.e only seeking national ind()pen­
denc~. Thus were Vietnamese nationalists lured into the . 
Viet ~frnh. 

I 

After the Japanese defeat, the Viet Minh staged a big 
demonstration in Hanoi, going through the motions of 
seizing po~er that no longer .had fo be sei~ ed. ·' 

As soo.n as they assumed power they discard·ed their 
nalionalist masks; they purged and killed most of their 
-potential opponents - especially true nationalists - and 
began a Communist revolution following the same pattern 
as other-post.war Communist revolutions. Having seized 
power by surprise and deception, they had a stran8le 
hold before their victims could recover from the shock. 
Thus, Viet Nam was plunged into an untimely and 

shameful revolution at a time when the P!lOple needed 
U'lity and . order to resist French re-conque~t and to 
rebuiid their country. ruined by the war and four years 
of Japanese occupation. 

Ho In Power 
On his very first day in power, Ho Chi Minh took 

these steps : · · 

- Released all convicts, even thieves and murderers. 
Many of them became _active in the revolution, and some 
overseers of Ho's new society. 

- A.bolished all taxes and replaced them by con­
fiscation ·and « voluntary contributions ». Corrupt 
committees exacted the contributions, which turned out 
to b~ much higher than the old taxes. 

- Dismissed all regular judges and government 
officials and replaced them with « people's tribunals» 
and « people's . committees». Result was a period of 
anarchy and bloody terrorism. 

· War In Indochina ( 1946• 1'954) 
. . 

Immediately after the Japanese · surrender, the 
French · returned to re.establish French sovereignty 
over Viet Nam. Their clash. with Ho Chi Minh's Go­
vernment made that government the standard-bearer 
for Vietnamese independence - a bitter trick of fate 
for the Vietnamese people. 

France and the' Ho Chi Minh Government signed 
an agreement early in 1946 that recognized the De­
mocratic Republic of Viet Narµ as a free state within 
the French Union. Disputes arose over the scope of 
Vietnamese freedom, and no supporting agreements 
could be reached. Result was a rash of bloody incidents 
that flared into the Indochinese War on Decembe 19, 1946. 

Politically, the French attempted to deprive .the 
Viet Min<l of popular support by separating the 11on­
Commnnist Viet Minh from the Communist leaders . 
Former Emperor Bao Dai was asked lo become Chief 
of State of a non-Communist Viet Nam, and by ag:-ee­
ment reached in March 1949, Viet Nam was awarded 
«independence with.in the French Union.'' Unfortunately, 
the BaoDai regime was not independent and pushed .even 
more nationalists into the ranks of the Communist-led 
Viet Minh. 

A Vietn:::.mese National Army was formed, but it was 
· just an adjunct to the French Expeditionary Corps. A 
considerable number of fervent nationalists, whose o.nly 
purpose was to stop the Viet Minh, rallied arround this 
army in time to save the French from immediate defeat. 

It was only after eight years of bloody war, climaxed 
by the fall of the French base at Dien Bien Phu (May 8, 
1954) that the war ended in favor of t_he Viet Minh. This 
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Why ';r'his War? 

A ]New Nation 
Out of a long war Viet Nam emerged as a .sovereign, 

independent nation. Though devastated and divided, t ,he 
people set about rebuilding, seekin~ to prove to fellow­

This was a great injustice to the Vietnamese people countrymen and other Asians that social justice and 
and a major defeat for the Free Wc,>rld. economic prosperity can best achieved under free democ;-

led to the Geneva Conference and to the armistice ' agree- · 
ment of July 20,1954 whereby France abandoned to the 
Viet Minh approximately half of the territory of Viet 
Nam and almost 60 percent o'r its population. · 

Except 'foi. a handful of Communist leaders, the Viet ratic government. . . '. · . 
Minh officers and soldiers foug.ht that .eight-year wa.r as · In South Viet Nam,' one month after the fall of Dien 

· their ancestors had fought and defeated the Mongol a~mies . Bien phu, former Emperor . Bao Dai who was then Chief 
of Kublai Khan in the 13th century. ·They fought heroically of State called Ngo Dinh Diem to form a new Govern­
and successfully agai_nst superior meterial strength. Their . ment of Viet Nam. Eighteen months lat.er (October 1955) 
single purpose W<~ s to expell the foreign conquerors. rne'm was ele.cted President in a national electiOn. The 

Geneva And Partition 
Defeat of French forces at Dien Bien Phu led to an 

armistice and to the Geneva Conference attended by nine 
nations : the Viet Minh Government (North Viet Nam), tbe 
State ot'Viet Nam (Soulh Viet Nam), .Laos, Cambodia, 
France, Communist China, the Soviet Union, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States., · . · 

The Geneva Ag_reements, · however, were signed only · 
by the French High . Command aild the· Viet Minh . High 
Command. 

The Viet Minh demanded . and obtained from the 
French a partitfoned Viet Nam . All the territory orth of 
the 17th parallel-:-about half of the country and more than 
half of its peqple-went to the Viet Minh, pending general 
elections that would bring about the unification of Viet 
Nam. Evacuatiqn of French and non-Communist troops 
from Noi;-th Vietnam and of Viet Minh troops from South 
Viet Nam was to be completed within 300 days-by May 
1655. Free choice of residence was to b_e granted to .any 
Vietnamese wLo wanted to move north 01' south within 
he same period. 
, The United States delegation at Geneva was not a 
signatory power to these agreements, rather made a sepa­
rate declaration promising not to disturb the truce by the 
use of force or the· threat of force, and declaring that the 
United States would view with. gi'ave concern any violent 
brP-acht of the truce. 

As for South Viet Nam, its delegati1,>n refused to 
sign the truce agreements, va.inly protesting partition of 
the country. The delegation objected to the p Fovision fpr 
genera-I elections. because more than h alf of the electo­
rate would be abandoned to Communist rule north of 
the 17th paralleL The South Vidtnamese vainly asked 
that the whole of Viet Nam be placed under the control . 
of the United Nations until peace and security could be 
established ~hat would permit the holding of really free 
general elctions. . ' 

There •was one bright spo.t ·.in the dark picture For 
the first time in modern history. full independence for 
Viet Nam was recognized. Articles 10, 11, and 12 of the 
final declaration of the Geneva Conference assured · 
natiooal independence and H was confirmed in a letter 
to the Vietnamese Delegation by French Premier 
Mendes-France on July 20, 1954. 

8 

Republic of Viet Naip was proclaimed Octob T 26, 1955, 
and a year later a Constitution was adopted . by .the 
Constituent Assembly. The first AssPmlbly served a three 
year term a_nd was re-elected in 1959. · 

lri 1960 an abortive military coup failed to overthrow 
Diem, and in I;eburary 1962 his palace was bombed but 
he was not hurl. Diem's Government ended when he was 
killed during the rev~lation of November 1, 196.3. 

Viet Con·g Buildup 
In the interest of peace and in the effort to rebuiid 

the country, Diem had reduced the nation army from 
170,000 to 150,000 men · and disbanded the para-military · 
forces that had been armed by the French. Meanwhile, 
the 170,000~man F 1 ench. " Fxpeditio.nary Corps was with­
drawn from s.?utl:i Viet_ Nam. Over all, the anti.Communist 
armed forces Ill' free Viet Nam v.rere re·duced by more 
than one-half, while the Viet Minh in the no~th doubled 
their military strengh in outright violalion of the Geneva 
Agreements. ·Moreover, the whole population north of the 
17th pat·allel was trained as popular forces, ready to serv~ 
as regular troops. 

. A detailed plan for aggression againsth Sout . Vi~t Nam 
.was steadily implemeriteq, beginning · as soon as the 
the country was . partitioned. First steps were in the 
political field with rash prepar;:> tions for the general 
election referred to in the Geneva Agreements. 

To that end, the Fatherland Front ~ a disguised 
Communists organization - was estabEshed in 1955. In 
South Viet Nam it attempted to incite people to demand 
normalization of relations between North and South . 
Viet Nam arid to support general elections that would 
have been Communist-rigged. Their maneuver.s, so far, 
have failed. 

A second aggressive attempt too.k the · form of a 
politico-military organiz.ation called the « National 
Liberation Front (N~F) of South Viet Nam." Creation 

· of the NLF was announced December 20,' 1960, and 
it is the Viet Cong Communist's political arm today, 
with a program that is · the same as the Lao Dong 
(Workers) Communist Party iri North Viet .Nam. 

Communists of North Viet · Nam want to see their 
offspring, the Nafional Liberation Front, grow up to 
control South Viet Nam, ·so they provide materia-1 sup­
port and a list of phony ideals. 

The NLF is but a puppet on the knee of the 
(Continued on page 27) 



.YHE U.S. PRESS IN VIET 
NAM l·S RESPONSIBLE 
Mr. Nguyen Trong 

of Tu Do Daily 

EDITOR'S NOTE~Mr. Nguyen Trong, Mana­
ging Editor of the Vietnamese · daily Tu Do 
(Freedom) recently returned from a 30-day visit to 
the [Jnited States. He wrote a series of editorial' 
articles for the. Tu · Do daily, including tht one we 

·have partly translated and reproduced below. By 
giving th'e main reasons why some Americans .do 
not. understand the significance of the_ V.N. war, 
Mr. Trong defines at the same time the respon­
sibility of the U.S. press. 

* 
The insignificant minority of. the American 

people who are ignorant of the implications of 
the Vietnamese war have inadvertently become 
'the backing force of anti-VN policy demonstrations . . 

The Feasons are : 
1)- The United Stat.es is a nation where 

freedom of the press and of information is entirely 
respected. Newspapers,.radio and television run 
by private organizations are free to publish news 
and show pictures on the VN war as they like. 
The majority of news and pictures are aimed .at 
attracting a large readership and audience by 
keeping up with time factor. Hot news and views 
excite and give the people an uneasy feeling 
about the war. 

Besides, press stories and war pictures do not 
speak out the reason why the Americans are Invol­
ved in this war. On the contrary, they only show 

, painful details on actually very · noble and very 
significant sacrifices of the valiant U.S. troopers. 

. 2) The American policy is to abstain from 
making «publieity» for any specific government, 
individual and concept. 

Even if the U.S. government wants to carry 
out some propaganda for the policy it has adop­
ted, it can only do that by holding press conferen­
ces but cann~t use newspapers, the radio and tele­
vision which all are private businesses. 

The «Voice of America» (VOA), controlled by \ 
· the United States Information Agency (USIA) does 
not operate in the States; b~1t only' in foreign coun­
tries. Very few Americans know the VOA in the 
same way that not many Vietnamese are aware of 
the «Voice of Freedom» brqadcasting directly to 
North Vietnam. 

For that reason, the clarification of the Viet­
namese problems for the American public is' the 
responsibility of the American Press and the Viet­
namese Embassy in Washington. 

Under these conditions, we are not surprised 
to see that quite a few Americans cannot unders­
tand whey their men have to fight and die 
in Vietnam. 

3) U.S. journalists and T.V. cameramen ope­
rating in this war-torn c<;>untry' pay too much at­
tention to the American aspect of the Vietnam war. 
They tend to overlook the fact that this is a Viet-

. namese war first, _and that U.S. and AHied troops 
only play a supporting role. 

In this way, the U.S. ' press and T;V. lead the 
American people to · understand · that in Vietnam, 
American troops conduct the war while the Viet­
namese soldiers have just a secondary role ... 

The Ame·rican people are then entitled to 
ask: Why are there no Vietnamese soldiers on the · 
battlefield, why o_nly American? (1) 

(1) EDITOR'S NOTE: The Free Observer agrees 
generally with "Mr. Trong's ideas, except' for the 
last point, · 
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"PECTUS EST QUOD DISERTOS FAC/T" 

I 

Transportation : Spokeman : · 
An effective way to solve the ' transportation We ·have now a Vietnamese military· spoke- · · 

shortage in Saigon is to ericourage more. taxis. man a~d a number of American spokesmen, hold-
. To avoid iniportalion of · more . cars and ing excellent daily briefings_. 

worsen traffic congestion we suggest that the A political· spo_keman, because of Vietnam's 
government authorize the use _of private cars politics at the present time, seems to be in order. 
as taxis. Cars . of all types and calibers now · The lack of an official political source at present 
· exisUng in Saigon (and in Vietnam) may run as results in rumors and the ·distortion· of news 
taxis, as it is done .in Japan. which are very damaging to the c9untry's interests. 

At present, there is only one rate applicable The way so~e pressmen are forced to "buy 
to all types of taxi-cars, thus limiting the number. leaks" _cannot stand longer. "Leaked out" news 
of cars . rHJ:!.ning as taxis to small , cars, the are ·usually highly sensitive and classified and when 
<< Renault 4 » in general. 

they turn out wrong, as very often they are, 
, Rates will be fixed according to categories th b h d th. th · ey ecome muc more . angerous · _an e of cars, classified in accordance with their power 

and fuel consumption, Viet Cong for t?eir damaging effects . 

. Japan h as three· categories of tax.is : We suggest therefore that the Government 
Small taxis : admittance cost : 80 yens appoint a high-ranking offical, with access to even 

"Secrets d'Etat" to brief the press daily. There is' 
(or l 6 piastres) surely a way to inform people without betraying 

Medium ta.xis : · : ' 100 yens secrets. 
,(or 20 piastres) 

Big taxis : 120 yens · Such a spokesman may have the rank of a 
(or 24 piastres) · Secretary from the Prime Minister's. Office, the 

Foreign· Affairs Ministry, or the ·. Information 
We are sure that such a step will make 

·available at least 20Q0 more «taxis» of the Ministry. 
Peugeot 203, 403, Citroen 11, Chevrolet and may · We submit that this is imperative in view of · 
be · even Buick classes. · · sensitive situation of Vietnam. 

The Police will not have to stop illegal The present system of "Press Attaches" at 
Scooter-taxis any more. the Ministries is ineffective. 

PICTURE : . 
I . 

A view of the daily military briefing at the 
National Press Center on Le Loi Street, Saigon. 

3rd from left : Major Tran Van An, the Viet­
namese military spokeman. Incidentally, Officers 
from the field come to afford de.tails on. specific 
e-uents. 

Photo shows from left: Colonel Bruce Jones, 
· Senior Advisor, Colonel Dao Van Phu, Deputy 
Commander of the 2nd ARVN Division brief the 
press March 24. on the joint US- VN operation 
"Texas" in the, central coastal plains between . Chu 
Lai and Quang Ngai. At right, Mr. Buu-Nghi, Di­
rector of the Center. 
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ou·n ·SUGGESTIONS 
I 

We endorse the following . proposals to the authorities conrcerned in 
the hope that they may be of llelp towards the general welfare. 

Diplomas ·: 
, You don't have a diploma, you don't have 

the job. But if yo~ have a diploma and can't do 

·chilchen : 

There are too many children roaming in the 
streets. 

· the job, you have it. · .. , 
They are learning the beggars' profe.ss1'on That is the biggest problem of the public func-

tion now in Vietnam. · while pretexting to watch the cars in the streets 
' for a few piastel's. They are specializing in the 

The problem is big, because we have now 
too many diplomas,~and very high ones too with .. cowboys' business while throwing stones at the 
our young generations. But the young are so often powerless beautiful ladies. They closely follow 
too young for the jobs, arid the old haven't fore.ign visitors, 'in groups, for favors. 

diplomas, because they are too old to get one. 

We suggest that for the efficient functioning 
of p.ublic affairs, all those who can do a good job, 
with or without diploma, would be ' app'ointe_d to · 
responsible functions, and granted commensurate 
privileges .in salary and grade in the administra­
tive scale. 

They lose their time the Nation will lose 
good citizens. 

The authorities and their parents should take 
appropriate ineasures to stop the move for the 
interest of the children themselves, their families 
and the Nation too. 

. . - ' . ......... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,....,..,,,,"'""''''''''''''''''''''...,,_,,,,,,, ..... ,,,,,,,,"'31.,,,""'''''''''''''''''''-'"'''''''''-'L'-'''''''''',.,.'''''''''''''' ..... '''''''""'''-"'.'-'-'''' .. 
~ . ,, 
I I 
I = 

~ Buddhist Leader?s S t• ~ ~ .ugges •Qns ~ 
~ ~ 

. ~ ' ~ Ven: Thich Ho Gioe, head of the Lay Budd- "No division _can be tolerated,'' he said, "no = 
~ ,. 

· ~ hits Affairs General Office told a crowd of division befween religions, parties and groups '-

.1~~ · 5,000 Saturday April· 2, that the solutions for as well. We must unite ourselves into one bloc .to I' 
the present political crisis are ·"mutual under- face the enemy and live or . die together." 

standing and tolerance." The Buddhist Leader was warmly · applau-
He urged all his faithful to be moderate, to 

I ded by the ·enthusiastic crowd. '-
I ke~p self control and avoi~ "blindness" in .their I 
'I actions. ' Ven. Ho Gioe played a k~y role in the ~ 
I '-
;: He. stressed that the enemy is a common one Buddhist movement against the Ngo Dinh Diem I 
! to all religions, all parties and groups. regime in 1963. I 

L__ --~-------------_J 



This .war has no front; the enemy is nowhere 
and -eve.rywhere ; friends and foes are mixed 
together, and we fight by night and by day. 

It has been an undeClared · war from its 
beginning 10 years ago with sinall unit ambushes, 
to its present stage involving regiments. 

It is neither a civil .war nor a fight between 
ethnic groups ; in fact no Vietnamese really 
wants to kill his own countrymen when the 
enemy is of his own' blood. , 

It is a war with both · sides claiming to be 
against aggression in a land where the B.en Hai 
River flows peacefully, dividing the country. 

It is ,a war of lies, of insults; .of a·ccusations 
. and denunciation-all that hurts human feeling~. 

N- .S ·or 

This is .an international war that is part of 
the overall plan for world domination by the 

·Communists, · and it is evident that Red China, 
Russia and other Communist countries are finan­
cing, S'lpporting, ana' prolonging this war. 

lt is ·an international crisis because Hs effects ' 
, ..,,-- even · at the present stage of the war - are 
' fnternational in scope. War or peace for the 
, world, , life or death for mankind, freedom or 
slavery fo1· all are iu.volved. 

It is the inost atrocious, merciless, i11 human 1 

and unfortunate war that has ever been ' fought. .. 

It is an allout war involving politics, econo­
mics, culture, tradition, civilization - a war that 

. follows .no existing rules, strategy or coucepts. 
It perpetuates a type of warfore once belie­

ved outmoded in this nuclear age. 
It is, finally, a long war that s9mehow must 

be won by the forces of Freedom, if freedom is 
to survive anywhere in the world. 

* 
North-South Fight ? 

.0 

E -w Clash? 
By PHU SI 

Free Viet Nam · .has ·suffered under this 
« guerrilla experiment >> for 11 years. It has lost 
hundreds of thousands of its beloved sons in 
opposing - for the benefit of all nati~ .i;is - this 
new Communist agrression. 

We. shall continue to defend the cause of 
. freedom for all peoples. It is a difficult u~1der­
taking, but we believe that «God helps them 
who help thei:nselv,es. >> 

. · We welcome to our land the valiant troops 

It is obvious that this war is not a fight bet­
ween. · North and South Vietnam. It is simply 
beyond the capabilities of either North and South 
Vietnam, materially 'spealfing, to wage such a 

·1ong and expeQsive war. 

Marine riflemen carge from Marine Mediu;1 Helicopter .~quadron (HMM)-261_ chopper 
· . Eagle I! early this year, 40 rfiiles south of Chu Laz. 

during Operatio1~ Double 

It is not a war for the -defense 1of South 
Vietnam only, because South Vietna:rn is about 
the size of a comma on a map of the world, and 
it was virtually unknown to most people before 
the war began: 

Vietnam· is, . rather, the point of imphct in 
the clash ·between two international ideologies, . 
wo civilizations· that characterize the tweBtieth 

century, mamely, Freedom and Communism. 
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Tl;lis is an ,experimental war for new Com­
munist tactics ' which they 'resort to because their 
.plan for world domination has been -obstructed 
by the threat of nuclear force. Success 6f their 
experiment would make them champion-of the­
century on the field of battle. The . n~w Com­
munist ·strategy is large · s~ale, reinforced, and · 
highly.develop~d guerrilla. warfare against _mo­
dern weapons-. The Communists are convinced 
they will succeed. 

• I 

~ 

or' friendly countries such a New Zealand, Korea, , 
Australia ·and the United States. Vietnam wili 
always have friends by (ts side ready to share 
the heavy burden imposed on all free men by 
the Communists. - ' 

This · spirit of solidarity among free peoples 
is strong enough to defeat the coalition of evil 
forces_ International Communists know how to 
organize and to co0rdinate their plans and actions 
in · their attempt to destroy our freedom. Their 

scheme is. doomed to failure, because the Free 
World also knows how to unite to de(e'.lt them. 

To our American friends, in particular, we 
wish to draw their attention to a few special 

. points: 
The war in Vietnam is in reality a confronta­

tion betwee.n th~ United States 'and Red China. It 
is a direct challenge to Red Chin'a by the leading 
country of the Free World. The Viet Cong · are 
only tools in. the hands .of the Reds. 

The Americans must accept the fact that tlley 
are leaders of the Free World. Willing-or-not, 
this is a position they cannot reject. Some nations 
of the Free World ar~ strong; others are weak, 

. and tension in various parts of the world - in 
Viet Nam in particular-can result in their loss 
or in their deliverance. This is a responsibility 
the Americans camrnt evade. It has become a 
sacred duty which, we believe, they are fulfilling 
with devotion . 

Millions~ of people and scores of nations on 
the five continents are watching Americans at 
their task in Vietnam. They all nourish the .hope 
of siding with youJfor a life of freedom and 
-prosperity, Let theni npt be deceived. Fulfill their 
trust · in you by delivering us from the devil. 

To all the other nations of the Free World, 
particularly the developed and powerlul nations, 
we make a solerTfn appeal to their pride as free 
peoples to demonstrate that fre·edom is a force 
that will ,not yield to violence and slavery. We 
hope to see more flags in Viet Nam symbolizing 
nat.ion<JI honor and solidarity. 

* 
East-West Clash ? 

THE ViETNAMESE are a 'peace-loving peo­
ple. They have often been the victims of aggres­
sion, and ~hey have resisted. They are. not, them-
selves, aggressors. · 

These people have a thousand-year-old civi­
lization encompassing world renowned philoso­
phies . and deep-rooted and respected traditions. 
Vietnamese civilization is opposed to Communist 
doctrine. · 
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Letter to the Editor 

THE PRICE OF A MINISTER 

To the Editor," 

Dear Sir: 
I read in the ·Tia Sang Vietnamese .daily of 

March 23 something like · this : 

One of the four points of · the Vien , Hoa Dao's 
comunnique of March 12 urged the format(on of a 
civilian government. · ' 

"We abstain from. commenting whether such a 
Government is appropriate or not for the ·time 
being. What we ,are wondering about is neither the · 
Vien Hoa Dao nor any political party hos proposed 

a concrete approach to the problem.'' . 

The Tieng Viet daily of the same day said : 

"Father floang Qµynh (Chairman of the Catho-: 
lie Greater Union Bloc) reportedly said that in view 
of the war conditions, a truly repr~sentatiue govern­
ment cou'ld be obtained even without elections. . ' 

"The variqus denominations could ·nominate 

a govern~ent. · 
" ... lf this idea is to pu·t into practice, we are 

afraid that we .sha!f get into · the path of the lndo'­
nesian Government, i.e. a too large ,government 
without a stable foundation." · 

I submit to your readers' consideration · a 
solution to both problems: 

The cfiter.ion,' the only one I fi'fld reasonable 
for the selection . or appointment of "Ministers for a 
civilian cabinet ~s : each ten thousand men . any 
group can afford, from now on, to, .contribute to 
the strengthenzng of the. Armed Forces, will give that 
group the right of designating one minister. 

Example: X political pllrty says it has 40,000 
men ready ;to serve in the Anµy, it is entitled to 
four Minister's seats. 

By "group," we mean any religion, party, 
front, bloc, etc .. ~ 

The Armed ' Forces are in need of soldfrrs to 
fight the e,nemy. And those who contribute more to 
the fight have more right. That will only be justice . 
for every one, ' every group; every religion. 
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TA VINH · (L) and his accomplice 

Tfiu solution is su­

rely a ·"concrete ap-

. proach t9. the pro­

blem." . It will · also 

avoid a too crowded 

government. 
, ' 

The ArmedForces 

will have enough 
. I 

men -lo fig ht the 

Viet Cong .. 

.Jnjustice, jealousy, 

dispute of influen- · 

ce ..... will cease. 

DANG CAO SACH 
\: 

:he <;ivilian government . will d@ its job, ac­
cordrng lo the .true aspiration of .the people and 
t,he Generals wz[l return to their genuine military 
duties. - · 

True political stability will be established.. 

H0weuer, the 01~ly trouble might be tha.t ·it will 
be iinpossi~leto admiti/10,000or 1/1,000 ' or 1/2 of 
a Minister in the Cabinet because there may be 
groups· whicf?. cannot meet the "ministrable" rrate. 

Mr. Editor, my Enhlish is too poor, . ! am 
afraid of being mi$understood. Please excuse me. 

Sincerely yours, 

' Muoi NGAN . 
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The Full Meaninf! ol 2 Death Sententes 
By TRONG NHAN 

Ta Vinh, manager of the Sui Hing import - export firm in Saigon died for having · been a 
corrupted busine~sman. 

Dang Cao Sq ch was to be shot for having been a corrupted official '(I). 

The deaths of these two men, per se, is surely not the whole meaning of the Vietnamese 
Government's verdicts. The objective, we . believe, is the total eradication of a century - old social 
plague which has turned into a tradition in this society: speculation and corruption. 

The root of the graft and corruption is to 
be found In . a large scale · economic . sabotage 
plan conceived. by a powerful enemy of Vietnam. 

The plan consists of coordinated a~Uons 

•
1invo1ving influential fhiancial organizations in 
Vietnam .such as banks, ·international monetary 
societies abroad, particularly Hong Kong, the solid.­
ly e.stablished c'ommercial hierarchy in Cholon and 
a legion of contributors in specific public services. 

The whole organization functions like a Minis­
·try similar to the government's Economy and 
Finance Department. , 

·n has been crystal clear that the Vietnam 
market depends on «decrees» promulgated by ti!at 
immaterial Ministry. 

It is an every day fact that prices scaled up or 
plummed down, goods become scarce, then suddenly 
abundant in a matter o{ hours. The «Ministry»'s 
instructions have been literally adopted. 

The solution to the present economic crisis 
lies there. · 

As long as the «main economic sabotaging 
· force» cannot be destroyed, no long lasting econo­

mic stability can be expected. 

To destroy that «main· force,» the economic 
B-52s must enter in.to action so as not to leave the 
enemy any sanctuary. 

However, the whole problem remains, in spite 
of the fact that the enemy really 'exists, who is the 
supreme commander of that economic guerilla 
main force, where lies the «main force of the eco­
mic enemy.» 

(1) As of April 9, Sach pas not faced the firing spuad yet. His 
appeal for clemency was however rejected March 22, by the Amnesty 
Council. PM Ky personally favored Sach's appeal. But the last decision i1 
to be made by the Chief ol State, Lt. G en. Nguy~n Van Thieu; Chair­
man of the National Leadership Committee . 

.. 

. . 
Ta Vinh1was just a <(platoon leader» of a division 

strength of economic saboteurs. We are afraid that 
his . men are planning his revenge. . ·. 

Unless the. whole ring be definitely broken, the 
I 

economic guerillas will come out from their <<~un-

nels» to launch possibly a decisive attack. Actually, 
they expect to gain an economic Dien Bien Phu. 

* 
Dang Cao Sa ch who was convicted with 

embezzlement of public funds will face the execu­
tion squad if the Chief of State so decides. His death 
does not mean the elimination of corruption in the 
public service. 

The roots of this evil are so deep through a 
century-old coloni1;tlist domination and over twenty 
years of war and revolutions that the plague can­
not be uprooted by the execution of one · man. 

· An efficient solution requires patient ' and sus­
. tained efforts. 

Functionaries should return to the respectable 
old concept requiring them to be, first of all, true 
"civil servants". They serve the country and ser­
ve the people. 

To help our civil servants correct .their pers­
pectives, they should have good examples of sac­
rifice and dedication by outstanding men to follow. 
It also means that they will have not to be distur-
bed by scandals of their superiors. ' 

And as the cost of livin
1

g and the economic dis­
turpance of the present time are really a major 
trouble· for all our civil servants, and constitute a 
serious threat to their honesty, they must be fairly 
treated so that they may be free from temptation. 

Vietnam is advancing towadrs a "New Society", 
the road is still long, but the first steps are really 
encouraging. 
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The NLF issue 

lET ES CAll A SPADE· A SPADE 
Th K d " d b I '' · e enne ys are par ona e 

by PHU SI 

Almost · every day, the· National · Liberation 
.Front (NLF) radio crows that the NLF forces kill 
hundreds of Americans a week, or · annihilate 
battalions of national troops a day. 

The truth, · or rather falsity, these claims are 
for our purposes immaterial. More relevant are 
th'e leaflets · in bothVietnamese and English which . 
call upon the Vietnamese alfd . American troops 
to iay down their · weapons or else. These · .bear 
the seal of the "National Liberation Front for . . 
South Vietnam." 

In some villages, the morning begins with obi­
tuaries found on peasants mur.dered the previous 
night. They are signed by N1e ''National Libera- · 
tion Front." · 

In the past~ claims have been lodged by the 
NLF for international recognition and the right 
to represent the. people of South Vietqam. Hanoi, 
in p·articular, wholeheartedly supports these 
claims. Numerous other C ommnnist . countries 
also ba~k this organization with moral support . 
and material aid. 

Ho and · Mao · 
offer RFK a 
"Peace-bird" 

• 

However, one question .still rem;iins . to be 
answered: Is the "Fronl" Communist or . not? 
Must we consider it our enemy? No definite 
answer has been given so far. However the 
"Front" .has a definite enemy : South Vietnam a.rid 
her Allies, with the Americans at top of list. 

* NLF And The Viet Cong ' 

At the present stage o'f the war,. certain points 
concerning the NLF have become so obvious that 
they need not to be proved; .the NLF is "\vell ' 
known to have been set lip; directed and SQ.pp!ied 
by the Viet Cong. Ou.r problem is to find out who · 
are the NLFs and ,who are the Viet Cong. This is 
extremely important because up to the present' 
we consider the 'Viet Cong our enemy while the 
NLFs enjoy the status of a distinct entity apart 
from tl~e Viet Cong. . 

Ih the beginning; "Viet Minh" stood for hard­
core members of a quasi - ~ationalist party called 
Viet Nam Doc Lap~ Dong Minh · (Vietnam Indepen_ 

(Cartoon from 
the Vietnamese 

TU DO (freedom) 

daily). 
MA.0.- Nho ch6u nghe n61 b6e ,Ro b~ lRobert Konnedy) ham m¢ . thim Hoa 

bi11h kinh khung, nen nha ch6u H~ tlm h9 in6n chim Bat. Bvu Tom V'o noy ngon 
gap mvoi dem bieu t:>cic. 
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Charley's , • 

dence League). This name was used for some time 
by political saboteurs and terrorists in South Viet­
nam after the partition _of the country in 1954. 

In Decen'iber 19, 1960, the creation of the 
NLF was officially announced and the Communists 
in South Vietnl!m h~ve . been going by· this name 
ever since. 

But South Vietnam's Govei;nme.nt and her 
Allies refuse -to recognize them because they are 
actually Communist ,agents. They were St~bse-
quently christened Viet Cong (Vietnamese 
Communists). · · 

There ar~ now two pr~vailing nttitu_des against 
the NLF: some politicians and strategists do not 
want to call the NLF a Communist Front; others, 
e3pecially . anti-Communist fighters wonder why 
we should hesitate to call a spade a spade. 

Red O'° Not Red 

The people who hesitate to call the NLF a 
Communist . Front reason as follows : 

- The m~jority of the members of this FroQt 
are not Communist. They join~d the "Front" 
because they were victims of Communist decep­
tion, of because they really believe they are ser-
ving the country not Communism, or were 
forced to join it. 

- From a strategic viewpoint, it is wiser not 
to go whole hob in calling the Front Communist 
so as not to credit misguided but sincere patriots 
to the Communist ledger. 

- Following ''psywar . names" are then being 
attributed to the NLF : · 

- The political arm of the Viet Cong ; 

-The «So-called» .National Liberation Front 
of South Vietnam ; 

-The Hooligans' NLF (Mat Tran Con Do Giai 
Phong Mien Nam) ; · 

-The «Tool-of-Hanoi» Front. 

NLF: A -Communist Front 

The people who say the «Front>> is Communist 
advance the followh1g reasons : 

- The ~LF, as a creation of Communjst 
North Vietnam both directed and supplied by the 
Viet Cong, deserves to be called c;ommunist, 

~ Since the NLF has only Communist coun­
tries for friends, then they are all «birds of a 
feather ... >>. 

- In spite of the fact that many people are 
forced to join the NLF, the Communist nature of 
the Front is indubilable. 

-,... The very fact that the majority of the 
Front's followers are not Communist requires 
that we must tell them the· truth. As long as they 
are not duly informed, they are not to be con­
demned. 

- The six years that we have refrained from 
dentifying the NLF as a Communist Front have 
not helped to weak.en it even a bit. On the con­
trary, the war gets harder and harder. . · 

- . The most important aspect of this war is 
the fact that we are pursuing the Viet Cong while 
at the rear and in the field the enemy is the NLF. 

Semantic Problem 
The Communists are experts in the a'rt of 

. selecting and exploiting their organizations' names. 
The NLF for SVN is a concrete .exa:rqple. Other 
examples include names such as : The Father­
land Front (Mat Tran To Quoc) established by the . 
Viet Minh in 1955 to incite the people to demand 
normalization of '. relations between North and 
South Vietnam and to prepare the general elections 
for unification of Vietnam;- The People's Revo­
lutionary party (Dang Nhan Dan· Ca.ch Mang), a 
miniature-portrait , of the Communist Lao Dong 
pai;ty in North Vietnam, created by the Viet Cong 
in 1962 to became the soul of the NLF. 

Besides the fact that these names are designed 
for ~ass appeal, they put the Nationalists in a 
difficult situation to counter-attack. In fact, it is 
not easy to explain to the people that they should 
stand against their (<Fatherland» or their (<own 
party» (the Peuple's party). The same problem 
arises with the NLF when some people fear that 
it is not advantageous to use the app~llation of 
Communist Front for the NLF. 

We Should Decide 

Are · we decided to fight the Communist' 
enemy? 

If yes we should decidedly and objectively 
r~cognize that the NLF is 100% a Communist 
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Front, the unmistak&ble promoter of the war here 
and the only undeniable ene.my of the South Viet­
nam's people and all the forces of Free Nations 
here as well. 

When we go to war, we must have o,ur target. 
While we still he~itate tp fix our target by making 
the distinction between nationalist and. Communist 
NLF',the target of our fight is still unclear. Let us 
say then , openly, we have busintsS with the 
Communist NLF. 

For friendly American troops in this country 
in particular, we suppose they know that the 
NLF's inain target , are .the Americans themselves, 
since the NLF has managed to riender fhem res­
ponsible, - in the eyes of some of the Viet­
namese people, - of a war of aggression. 

The Kennedys Are «Pardon-able» 

As long as the Vietnamese Government and 
the Uriited States authoritfes still r~fuse to pro­
claim their official sfand vis-a~vis the enemy 
they have fought for a decade, - the Nat_ional 
Liberation Front whose men kill thoudsands of 
our troops a year, - the Kennedys are <<pardo­
nabl~» for their suggestions on the role of the 
NLF in a future «coalition)) government ! 

The deplorable thing is that the suggestions 
come. from dignitaries -rurnored to eventua_lly be 
placed at the head of the Greatest Nation of the 
world and the leading nation ~Of the inte,rnatlonal 
Free Society. 
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The NLF Cancer 

An Analysis By a Medical · Doctor 
By .Dr Nguyen Phu . 

' An eventual recog'nition of the VG Natipnal 
Liberation Front will · result in the fallowing 
complications : (1) 

1 I A shame{ ul surrender to Communist 
aggression ; 

2/ A violation of the Genepa agreement which 
provides for regrouping of Communist elements· in 
the North and of free men in the South. The '17th 
parallel is identical to' the Korean 38th parallel, 
or the bor,ders of E- W Germany. . 

3/ An encouragement to Communist expansion , 
by · violence ; · 

· 4/ A betrayal committed by all of .us of the 
cause for . which our gallant dead gave their lives. 

5/ Defeatism w~ich will era.de the morale of 
anti - Communist combatants in Vietnam and in 
the wo:r:ld; 

6/ A strengthening of. tfze prestige of Hanoi ar:d 
Peking to. the prejudice of the Free. World reputation. " 

7/ A confirmation of Mau Tse Tung's appraisal 
of the Free World strength: that of' a "Paper Tiger"! 

"Th~ only medicine to .a caricer now is the total 
suppression of the cancer," Dr. Phu reaffirms. 

(1) In the eves of ·o,; Phu, the V.C, virus 1s identical to 

the NLF one. 



INTERVIEW 

Nat'I IJnion Means 
coalition 01 the Armed 
Forces · and the People 

EDITOR'S NOTE. ~ One 'of .our collaboratar 
had .an interview 1 with 'Nir. NGUYEN GIA HIEN, 
Leader of the Greater Unfon Forces (GUF) : . 

Following are · his remarks on political topics 
which have stirred up the life of the country at the 
rear, during the last three weeks. . · 

Since the GUF is only one of many Catholic \ 
. lay political organizations in Vietnam, Mr. Hien's 
view does not necessarily reflect the official stand 
of the Catholic Church. 

The GUF had played an active role in "coups" 
of the. past few years. 

I . 

* 
Poi·nt I : The National Uriion }ss'u·e : 

During the past .two' and half years, there were 
plenty .of discussions about the key problem .' of 
Nation Union.Achievements in this fiel9. . did not 
, du)y answer the expectation of the people. 

. The ·Greater Union Forc~s . (Luc Luo~g Dai 
Doan Ket) realize that, in view of the present situa- . 
tion of the Cou,ntry, the ·national interests should , 
prevail' over individual and factional interests. 
The promoter.s of division, the extremist groups 
who used to stir up popular agitation to build per­
sonal influence and protect individual interests 
should be eliminated from poshions or organs 
which affect the country's destiny. 
- . ' 

Point II : The democratic pr.emotion issue ·: 
Because of the difficulties · presentty encounte­

red by the Nation, a strict a·dherenceto principles 
and theory of democracy is unrealjstic. ' 

Only a close union between the Armed Forces 
and the people may afford an efficient solution tc 
the establishment ofldemocratic institutions. 

. The Greater Union Forces reaffirm that the 
·building of a democratic foundation for the coun . 
try is the common- responsibility of both the 
Arme~ Forces and the people . . 

Point Ill : The Social Revolution Issue : ' . . 
Along with the democratic promotion, the 

task of buil~ing a new society is of utmost urgency, 

·1st VS Visit()r ... · 
(From page 10) 

The author describes how he was ;eceived, what 

the tax procedures were, how 1n1:Jch various goods 

cost, what the clothes looked like, and, in general, 

the_ way of life of the Vietnamese people. 

Accord ing to his book, White left Salem, Mas­

sachusetts, on Saturday, January 2, .1819 and called 

at several ports, including Batavia in the East Indies, 

and at the islands of Paulo Obi and Poµlo Condore. 
About Paulo Condore he was less than enthusiastic, 

saying that it was ci wretched pleee infested with 

venomous snakes, whose climate was very unhealthfol 

a~d whose few i11habitants lived in thatched huts 
scattered across the island. 

(lontinued on page 24.) 

To build a basis. for a new society, it 'is neces­
sary to undertake a, complete reform of the exist­
ent laws . which legally hamper revolutionary 
reforms. New laws wm help eradicate injustice 
and efficiently protect the undeniable and natural 
rights of the people of a democratic nation. 

To implement a social reform program, there 
must be a sound and efficient administrative ma­
chinery. Revolutionary ~easures are needed to 
gain rapid and timely results. . 

· The Govern~ent's New Society programs 
should · be · u'rgently implemented. so a.s to gain the 
people's support and confidence, to ,win over the 
Communist enemy and to quell all demagogic 
attempts. ., 

• 
· 'The Gr~ater Union F~rces 

The GUF is a legal political organization ope­
rating overtly and publicly. It originated from the 
Catholic Greater Union Bloc. Rev. Father Hoang 
Quynh is Chaitmatl of the ·Bloc. 

Its members are specializing in political acti­
vities, und~r the guidance of the Catholic Sociolo­
gy theory. 

The GUF welcome all anti-Communist appli­
cants for membership, with . no religfous . discri­
mination. 

' 
°The GUF is a nation wide orga,nization oper­

ating in all the provinces of Vietnam. 



The 1-st . ·u.S. Visitor .To · VN·· 

On· June 7, 1819, Wh.ite left Pou lo Condo re Isla rid 
and set sail for Vung~ Tau (Cap St. Jacques) on the 
coast of Vietnam. The following day, the franklin 
anchored near the seashore of Vung-Tau, and White 
had his first contact with Vietnamese officialdom. 
The Vietnamese regional administrative officer spea­
king Portuguese, requested . the master of the ship to 

submit . to him a list of the crew members ·as well 
as an inventory of all the arms and the goods being 
tran_sported on the ship. Later, flagbedecked Vietnam­
ese man-of-war came along-side the Americ·an vessel, 
and the capta!.n learned that he 'must wait for ~ per­
mission fr'om the Governor before pro·ceecling up the 
Dong Nai River. White remarked that the Vietnamese 
offi cials were dressed in traditional court costumes 
and wore their fin~ernails very lo~·g. ·He also noted 
that they conducted themselves with great dignity: 
The gift which White presented to the commanding . 
officer of the Vietnamese warship consisted of a 
handkerchief, a shirt, and a pair of . shoes. 

, 

With a Vietnamese official as an escort, White 
visited village Of Con Gia near Vung Tau, making 
note of the fact that the village lacked sanitary faci­
lities and that its inhabitants were very poor. After 
having lunch with the <;:ommanding officer of the 
Vietnamese man-of-war, White invited him aboard 
the .American vessel to see What, to the officer, were 
such curious 'goo

0

ds as ·binoculars, guns, red clothing 
material, and shoes. . 

In the cours'e of the visit, .the New Englander 

· had the opportunity of observing the Vietnamese way 

of rowing, saying in Chapter Five ' that he rea_lly ad­

mired the skillful way in which the Vietnamese mana­

ged their boats. Thei_r oars, he points out, were 

longer, more flexible, and better: proportioned than 

American oars .. TheVi~tnamese oarsmen rowed very 

gracefully at rhyth~ic songs whose meaning White 

learned later. 

/ 

After an ex.tended period of waiting, White 

learned that the _Emperor Was in residence in ·Hue · 

and that the local officials lacked authority to grant 

him. permission to proceed up the Dong Nai River to 

Saigon. For this reason, he left Con Gia for Do 
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Nang ·on JL1ne 13, 1819_. On Jone 17, he anchored his 

ship a't Cham Island and made a side frip to Hai-an 

and Ngu Hanh Son • • 

When his ship anchored at Do . Nang, . it was 

boarded by three official ,Vietnamese inspectors: 

Communicating w ith them in written La.tin, White 

learned a little about the history of Vietnam. As for· 

th~ bay, he says it was the most beauti ful natural har­

bor in the world . where ships could be docked, with­

out_ danger from high winds. He · goes on to say that 

the bay was protected by two. ' strong forts bui·lt with 

the assistance of European engineers ; 

. From f?a Nang, White se:t sail for the Philippine 

Island's · where he encountered another American ship 

from Boston, the "Marmion" commanded by Oliver 

Bl.anchard. Unfortunately, Blanchard had been unable 

Map of Saigon (Province of Gia Dinh). drawn in 1819 
on~ as described by John White during his Vi&ils in 18/9. 



to carry out any business transactions inVietnam be­
cause he had not brought Portuguese money with h.im. 
On September9, .1819, White was back at Yung Tau, 
awaiting permission to proceed up stream to Saigon. 
While awaiting he went hunting in the Sat forest and 
described it as an extensive swampy area covered 

. with black mud, where scattered trees resembled · gi­
gantic pieces of coral. 

· After a short time, White was granted permission 
to c.ontinue on to Saigon. In ChapteF Twelve· of his 

, book, he tells us that, while the ship was proceeding 
up the Dong Na.i River, it was boarded by a maritime 
commissioner who made thirteen copies of the list of 
crew members and of the arnis being carried on 
board . The commissioner asked White to sigri four 

. cop'ies to be · submited to the Emperor in Hue arid 
kept the other nine copies to send to various adminis­

. trative offices. 
During !he trip to Saigon, · White · had opportun- . 

ity to observe at his leisure the passing Vietnamese . 
countryside. Far away along. the distant hosizon stret­
ched the .hills of Ba Ria. Along the river bank. he caugth 
glim'pses of all kinds of wild bird!> and monkeys. -. He 
mentions many crocodiles in the river· and swa'rms of 
mosquitoes around the ship. 

He · ~eached the- city of Saigon on October 7 a.nd 
recorded his first impressions, saying that the houses 
of the city were cleaner than. those in the village of 
Can Gio, and that each one of them had · a small 
garden planted with ared::l trees and coconut trees. 
From time to time, he could see heards of water 
buffaloes tee~ing on the green grass and d forest of 
ships' masts in the di.stance. ' . -

The river, he goes on to .say, was about a quarter 
· of a mile' wide The interpreter pointed out to him the 
gate~ to the Citadel on which stood a tall 'flagpole. 
On orte side of the river he could see the moss and 

· reed-covered walls of the Citadel. On the other side 
of the river were anchored some Thai ships. Many 
sampans rowed by . women were gliding 'smoothly 
over the water, and White was much taken by ~he 
graceful mode of dress of the rowers. 

First us Visitor 
stored in eathen jars. Eve_rywhere the air was 
permeated with the smell of the Vietnamese fishsauce 
called « nuoc mom ». , '\ · 

. 'Remarking that many of the· children were thin, 
White proceeds to describe Vietna.mese eating habits 
The average meal consisted of rice ; boiled. 
or fried· ch.icken or duck ; 1 rice gruel, and sweet 
cakes. The Vietnam~se oranges and the coconut 
cakes· were . delicious . . The people ate their meals 
with chopsticks and used porcupine quills as skewers. 
They shared a · bowl of sauce among them . Rich 
families dra.nk Chinese tea while o rdinary folk drank 
tea. from Hue or else drank rice spirits. · 

The domestic animals .. that White noted were 
dogs, ducks, chicl<ens, and pigs, ali of which were 
allowed to roan1 about freely. The appearance of 
White and his companions always caused endless 
curiosity and ·talk among the wom en who were 
very eager to find out the prices of American goods . 
Upon returniny to the ship from his first excursion 
in the city. White again admired the graceful way 
in which the Vietnamese rowed their boat. 

On October 9, 1819, ·White paid a formal visit 
to the Acting Gov-ern or of South Vi etnam . He took 
along gifts including four. lamps w ith opaque globes, 
four carved decanters, perfumes, liquors, and a 

·beautifully fashioned box for betel leaves. He was 
accompanfed py three of his crew members: Put-
110 m; Bessel, who was wel !·versed in Portuguese; 
and Joachim, a pi'lot of Port guese nationality . ro 
get to the . gate of the Citadel, the visitors had to 
follow a wide, straight road lined on both side by 
wooden-walled and tile-roofed houses belonging 
to the well-to-do. 

To enter' the Citadel, it was first n,ecessa ry for 
the visitors to cross a moat, The fortress itsel·f was 
a huge structure with walls 20 feet high. Inside 
were the official reside·nces of the Governor and of 
highranking military officers, and also barracks which 
could house some 50,000 troops. The royal · rest 
palace, the Saigon residence of ·the Emperor, was 

· built on an a.rea covering ·eight acres, all surroun­
ded by a high wall. The palace building, situated . 
on a lawn of fine grass, housed the royal seal and 
valuable · government document._ 

Not far from the royal res.idence the visitors 
found the home of the Acting Governor, also set 
within a large garden. Right ,in the center of the 
house was a large, elaborately carved Vietnamese 
wooden bed. where the Acting Governor received 

No sooner had the visiting . :ship docked tha·n 
several more Vietnamese officials ·came aboard. 
Speaking fluent Spanish, they politely invited White to 
visit .the city of .Saigon. Here he observed that the 
houses were som'ewhat similar to American hou·ses 
out in the country. Because they were buil.t in 
~wamps, the houses were connected to one another 
by small foot bridges. Drinking water was rain Wat.er 

_ his foreign guests. The official was a .very · polite 
person of advanced age who, after the introductions, 
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First US Visitor 

invited his guests to • sit on the edge of the bed 
and expressed · satisfaction w .hen he saw · the gifts ' 
which White had brought. The conversation began 
with inquiries about personal health, and contiinued 
with a disc~5sion of the 'geography of the United 
States · and · the purpose of · the Americans~ visit to 
Vietnam. The Acting G!=>vernor promised -to extend 
to the delegation all the courtesies and help possible 
to carry out business .transactions. After the audience, 
the men were invited to visit the. Citadel and 

the city . 
Near the southern gate of the fortress was a 

warehouse where were stor.ed some .250 artillery 
pieces of all · calibers, l::ast in bronze with the 
assistance of European technicians. All the weapons 
stood on wooden supports, and Whire could see 
that many dated back to the 17th century. The 
gates on the four sides of the Citadel were made 
of thick, wooden .planks and were secure.d by strong 
iron bars. Each gate also had a watch tower. 

Outside that western gate was a Chi·nese:..style 
cemete ry for highranking officials and their families. 
The steles on the tombs were engraved with t.he names 
of the deceased. To the northeast of the fortress 
were six wdrehous.es 1-20.feet long an.d 80 feet .wide, 
whose roofs were covered with enameled 1t'ile. They 
were used to store arms, ammunition, .military equip­
ment, and food supplies. The soldiers lived separately 
with their familiies i.n 'small, low-walled barracks. 
White could see a herd of elephants grazing in the · 
distance. . 

Chapter Fifteen of White'.s Voyage to the China 
Sea is perhaps the most important, for it describes 
in detail the city of Saigon. 

The populafions of Saigon, it tells us, was about 
180 000 people including 10.000 Chinese residents. 

'The roads in the city were laid ·out in the form of 
a chess board, and ·the majority were level and 
wide. To the west of the city were tw9 Chinese 
pagodas and a large number of Vietnamese temples. 
In the center of the · city were· two Chinese pagodas 
and a large number of Vietncimese temple3. In the 
center of the city was a Cat[lolic church under the 
guidance .of two'ltalian missionaries who were assisted 
by many Vietnamese disciples and parishioners. To 
White's knowledge, there were about 70.000 Catholics 
in the city. To the north of the city was a large 
cemetery surrounded by ancient trees. ' 

Not far from the river bank, White continues, in 
the central part of Saigon, was a row of beautiful 
houses. These wer~ used as warehouses to store 
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grain belonging to the royal family; export of the 
grain \f\'.as strictly forbidden. Ships leaving ·Saigon 
we're permitted · to carry only · enolrnh gra(n to last 
for the durati"on of the voyage. 

On 'the bank of the 'Thi Nghe Canal was a 
naval shipyard, and White comments that Vietnam ' 
could be proud of having set Lip · an establishment 
which was by ·no means inferior to those of many 
more powerful nations in the world. About 150 
warships had been built in the shipyard. These ships 
were from 40 to · 100 feet long and were armed 
with artillery pie'ces .capable of firing .shells as 
heavy . as · si~ pounds a ~iece. Many of .the ships 

' I 
were beautifully carved and decorated ·and were 
hand-somely painted · in red· and gold. The Vietnam­
ese people, White concludes, undoubtedly must. 
have been very skillful . in naval construction'. , 

The old city" ot Saigon, he adds, wa·s located 
to the west o.f the present one. Many traces of a 
special archite~tural style still, remained. 

When White and his com pan-ions arrived. the . 
Acting Governor had just inaugur,ated the three 
canals of Vinh Te, Bao-dinh, and An-thong. They 
were ' 12 feet deep and 80 feet wide and required 

. six weeks to . finish. Twenty-six thousand workers 
had to take turns diggin,g night and day, and seven 
thousand of them lost their lives through ·disease 

• t • • • 

and exhaust-ion. 
. , Saigon· held a strategic position of great impbr­

ance and was. . well. defended by a_ well-trained 
army organized in accordance with European 
methods. Deep moats surrounded the Citadel, and 
the different hamlets crossed by numerous ' canals 
were connected by bridges made of planks or bam­
boo. 

In the last part of Chapter Fifteen, White men­
tions the goods produced by Vietnam, its ,climate, 
and its wild and domestic animals. ·Also discussed is 
the mo~eta ry system. The basic Vietnamese moneta ry

1 

uni.ts was the sapek. ·This round coin, cast in brass,! 
bronze, or zinc, had a square hole in the center. 
Sixty sapeks made a « tien »and .ten « tien » made a 
« quan " ·Since the people did no.t ' have banki.ng facili­
ties, they developed the habit bf burying their money 
in the the ground. As a ·result, their money was often 
corrode-d . Moreover, becaus~ 'of its weight it was 
difficult to carry. The people also used silver and gold 
·ingots as their money. On each piece of silver · was 
engraved the name of the . rei·gning Emperor. As to 
gold, its value was double that of silver. 

White's co[llments on the political situation are 
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: (Continued from page 8) 

Communists of North Viet Nam. The Front was 
created to destroy the Republic of Viet Nam, and to 
execute their plan, the Communists concentrate on 
organization, personnel, and leadersh1p. 

But the Front alone was nqt enough. After th.i 
NLF had been operating for about a year, ·the Com­
munists· came up with a political trick that would 
stren,gthen their participation in : tbe Front, yet sound 
as though their voice was only one of many in the 
chorus. They announced the formation of ·the people's 
Revolutionary · Party. Being a miniature 'portrait of the 
Communist Lao Dong Party in North Viet Nam, this 
party be.came .the very soul of the National Liberation · 
Front. · 

interesting. Dong Nai was under the administration of 
a governor who was also the Commanding General 
of all the armed forces. The Vice-G.overnor had char­
gE( of all judicial matters. Each ·administrative, milita 'ry, 
or ' economic branch of government was headed by a 
word-chief selected from among the best-qualified 
inhabitants. The w.ard-chief enjoyed judicial power 
and was res!i)onsible for 'the security and order of 
his own ward. ' 

In the last chapter of his b'ook. ·White also men­
tions Saigon's modes of transportati0n . Transportation 
was chiefly by hammocks on poles, by carts pulled by 
oxen or elephants, or by palanquins. ,Before conclu­
ding his voyage to Cochin-China, White gives on 
account of a naval demonstration staged eqrly one 
morning by a fleet ·of about 50 men-of-war on the 
Thi Nghe Canal. Leading· the fleet. was the ship of 
the Acting-Governor, which was about 65 feet long 
·and had 18 oars. The roof and' the sides .of the ship 
were beautifully decorated and painted in bright red 
and gold colors. Following the Governor's ship, came 

. the other armed . an.d flag-decked ships which were. 
also carved .and painted in red and gold. · 

On Jafiluary 30, •J 820,' ofter 20 months away 
. fro~ ho.rrte, John White finally left Saigon and took 
with him many h~ndsome souvenirs of hi·s sojourn in 

Vietnam. 

Thus ended the visit of the first American to Viet­
nam a visit leading to the establishment of official 
relations 12 years later: · 

* 'tin next issue : The First ~merican Diplomatic 
Mission lo Vietnam) 

Tf/hy This War? 

Miiitary Buildup 
One of the main jobs of the NLF was to rebuild the 

Communist army (Viet Cong forces) in South 'Viet Nam. 
Some arms and ammunition had remained hidden in 
South Viet Nam when the Viet Minh withdrew to the north 
in compliance with the Geneva Agreements. These were 
uncovered to arm the troops organized by the NLF. · 

Communist sources were tapped for additional war 
material, and trails were opened to deliver it across the 
frontiers into South Viet Nam. The Communists also sent 
technicians and equipment from the north to their · 
NLF in the south so shops could be set up to make 
weapons. · 

Communist military units that are now fighting in 
South Viet Nam. include ; 

1) re-grouped outfits that had remained in the south 
after the armistice or 1954 ; 

2) · uew recruits from ,the south on full or ·part-time 
d~y; . 

3) units of «returnees» who had formerly lived in 
the so'uth ; and, 

4) units of !he regular army of North Viet Nam-or 
PAVN for «People's Army of Viet Nam, PAVN forces 
continue to be infiltrated into the Republic of Viet Nam 
through Laos, Cambodia, and by seaways, 

Viet C~ng bases in the fore,sts and mountaina are 
former anti-French combat zones which th~ VC restored 
to take advantage of the people's traditional favor for 
«resis tance». 

In recenit years North Viet Na~'s military support to 
the National Liberation Front has increased considerably, 
both in manpower a-ud io arms, becoming a threat to the 
existepce of Free Viet Nam . . 

. November 1963 
With the Viet Cong buildup menacing all South Viet 

Nam, it was evident by the early 1960's that · stronger 
measures must be taken if victory was to be gained over 
t,he enemy. Respect for the Geneva Agreements and the 
desire to contain the war dictated that the Viet Cong 
would have to be defeated in South Viet Nam on the soi! 
they had invaded. 

The Vietnamese - civilian and military - determined 
that fuudamental changes in the government were 
needed. to rrosecute the war. As mentioned earlier, the 
Diem Government, which had beeu in ·power for eight 
years, was oilerthrown by a military coup November 1, 
1963, and President Diem was killed. 

· Post•Revolution 
Turning the revolution in Sou.th Vi~t Nain to their 

account, the Viet Cong increased their · pressure by more 
freqaent attacks against military posts and administra live 
offices, by .destruction of villages and hamlets and, in 
general, by sowing disorder through terrorism and 
sabotage in city and countryside. 

The Viet Cong Just for complete conquest of Free 
Viet Nam became more savage, and now it was evident 
they had visions of a new era for Communist expansion 
in South East Asia. 

They were .stopped I 
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MARCH 31 A Buddhist ceiebr.ation of Hung Vuong 
Day-the anniversar'y of the. Founder of the Vietnamese 
Nation-turned into an antigovern1nent an·d anti-Ameri-, 
can demonstration in downtown Saig'On, 

The demonstrators staged march after the ceremony 
at the Centra_l Market place. No untoward incidents were 

."reported. 

Political Crisis 
Cartoons of the Nation's Leaders were pin·ned on 

the stakes reserved for criminals ;:i.t the execuiion 
site, near the market. 

Left photo:;;::: PM Nguyen Cao. Ky 

\ 

Right phpto =Deputy Premier Nguyen Huu Co . 

OTHER- VN EVENTS OF ·MARCH 
MARCH 3 : U.S. STRENGTH IN VN will be increased MARCH 1 : LODGE : « As long as Hanoi MISREApS 

U.S. strengths for . weaknesses, . there are not ·going to · to. 235,000 men and could be ~oosted to over 350,000, 
be ·any negociations. » U.S. Defense Secretary said. 

MAR~H 2 : US officials said there may be 20,000 
Communist CHINESE in the NORTH "VIETNAM a,rea , 
but as construction workers rather than as soldiers.' 

The figure · was previously · mentioned by St:nator 
Robert F. Kennedy . 

The same sources said some 80 defectors a day are 
coming from the NLF- VC ranks. 
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20,000 tro6ps have been ordered to VN, on top of . . 
the 215,000 now there, he · added. 

MARCH 4 : U.S. Air Force F-4.c Phantoms . and 
F-105s chased FIVE MIG 17s to Hanoi during one of the 
biggest American bombing raids over North Viet Nam 

so far. 
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Jt was· the fi"rsf time MIGs have made their appea­
rance · since the strikes resumed after Tet. 

A SA:VI sile 34 miles west of Hanoi was wiped out. 
It was the closest target . to. Hanoi struck by USAF. 

MARCH 6 c VN-US troops slammed a force of 5;000 
men directly , at four NVN regular battalions 8 mile~ 
northwest of · Quang Ngai, 330 . miles north · of Saigon 

495 NVN were KI-LLED. 

~ARCH 7: A CHlN1ESE multi-MILLIONNAIRE was 
'sentenced to death by the Saigon Special Con.rt on 
charges· of hoarding, · blackmarketeering, illegal tran.sfer 
of funds and bribing Govt. officials. 

. ' . 

INT'L NEWS 

MARCH 1: 8UKARNO : ((Whoever opp9ses me would 
be . crushed. Indonesian revolution will soon return to 
its originai LEFTIST TRACK.>> 

BILL MOYERS (the White House 's spokeman) : ((The 
United States will respect the results of a FREE ELECT!­

. ON in Sout'tl.. VN. However, the forn;iation of a temporary 
government 1which precedes the election · will be a ques­
tion · to b~ decided only by coucerned parties during 
negoCiations. · 

MARCH 2 : US CONGRESS voted one-sided approval 
,for a 4.8 billion dollar WAR SPENDING bill to reinforce 
' the American arsenal in South Viet Na:il. Senate : 92 

MARCH 8 : NVN SON LA petroleum STORAGE in he . to ·5; House of Representatives : 392 to 4. 
' \ 

northwest mountains of NVN, e·ast-southeast of Dien Bien MARCH 6 : The bodies of all 124 persons aboard a 
Pim was hit by US planes, ca~sing 'mu·shrooroing secon- British Overseas Airways jet airliners that crashed on 
dary expfosions. · MOUNT FUJI, Japan, M-arch 5 were recovered. 

A SAM · SITE ·22 miles west of Thanh Hoa was, knoc­
ked out 

The raiders Jost fo'ur aircrafts to thick enemy flak. 

MARCif9: NVN SONLA petrol STORAGE hit anew. 
Ammo storage facility 10 .mile west of Son La and others 
ammunition. dumps were als:> bombed. 

MARCH 10: The A SHAU special foTces camp, 2 t'niles 
from Thua Thien-.Laos border was evacuate~ after having 
resisted for two ·days aJainst attaclF from 2,000 to 2,500 
Commu.nist NVN rPgufars. 

The Camp was manned by four militia ~ companies 
spiced by about 20 American Advisqr s. 

. -It was located· 325 miles northeast of Saigon., 

US State Dept. reported an estimated 20,000 acres of 
SVN crops had been destroyed with herbicides to deny 
food to the VC. 

MARCH l4: Former Dalat treasurer Qang Cao Sach, 
ac·cused of public funds . embezzlement of over VN.$ 7.5 
million was sentenced to DEATH by the Special Court'. 

. ' Sach lodged an appeal for mercy the· same day. 

MARCH 18.: Retired USAF Major Gen. Lansdale, Seni­
or Advisor to US Ambassador Cabot Lodg~ was conferred 
the MINISTERIAL RANK by Presjdent L.B. Johnson. 

MARCH 21: VN and US signed 'AGREEMENT to 
import from the US $52.3 million worth of foodstuff'and 
other agricultural products. 

\' 

MARCH 31: Economy and Finance Minister Au Truong 
Thanh disclo

0

s~d threats•on his life· befo\e a press confe- · 
rence attended by about 200 .VN and foreign pressmen. 

«Qne ofthe· letters I have . received threatens my 
assasination some time this April,» he said. 

Minister Thanh. however dwelt at length on the govern­
ment's efforts to check. <dn'flationary trend». 

90 were Americans. 

. MARCH 7: Pope Paul· VI' named 14 cardinals and 
Bishops to his special BIRTH CONTROL ·study con'nnis­
sion and put Italian Cardinal Alfredo Attaviani into the 
Commission's presidency. 

M,!\RCH 8: Students stormed Jakarta Foreign Ministry 
and E.ducation Ministry. , 

MARCH
1

9 : Ambassador 'Harlan Clevefand, the US 
Permanent representative on the NATO Council, t<>ld bis 

, NATO partners that a chahge in STATUS OF AMERICAN 
TROOPS · in France concerns the 'entire alliance. 

De Gaulle demanded on March 7 that Foreign troops ' 
in France - must submit to French authority in 1969. 

MARCH 10: US State Dept. said Communist China was . 
conducting a broad foreign P,OLICY REVIEW following a 
series of setbacks ?broad. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee conducted wide­
ranging examination of US policy toward Red China. 

MARCH 12: Indonesian ·.President Sukarno was report 
ted held prisoner as Anti-Communist Army Chief Lt. Gen. 
SUHARTO TOOK over political POWER in Indonesia. 

MARCH 15. : Los Angeles, Ca!if©rnia - Six hundred 
negroes rioted for six hours, leaving at least two dead 

, and 26 injured in South Los Angeles area, which was 
the . scene of last August's bloody RACIAL DISORDERS. 

' 
Two US astronauts, Neil Armstrong and David Scott 

·rocketted into space on Gemini 8 spacecraft for a "ren­
dezvous" and a "STROLL IN SPACE". 

MARCH 17: Gemini 8 .spacecraft got OUT OF CON­
TROL. Astronauts sailed toward Okinawa, landed safely. 

MARCH 1&: Indon President Sukarno ordered 1st 
Depiity Premier S.ubandrio and 14 other pro-Communist 
members of his Cabinet taken into PROTECTIVE 
CUSTODY. 

MARCH 19 : Pope Paul VI eased restrictions ·on MI­
.XED MARRIAGES ·between Catholics and others. 

· MARCH 23: Peking rejected Soviet invitation to 23rd 
Communisf Party Congress held in . Moscow beginning 
March 22. 
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VN. Democ·racy 
The' whole group of notables .constituted the' com­

munal assembly, · and the greatest ambition for the 
inhabitants of the·commune was to hold a high position 
at the commune hall; to be membc! r of the Council of 
Notables and to particip ate in the ·public festivies. The 
Commune was administered ;.,y this council which was 
composed of senior notables responsible for the super. 
vision of the public affairs and the junior notables 

· responsible for carrying tbern out. 

. The first notable of the village . was the Chairman of 
the Commune Council. He was generally an honorable 
old scholar, in charge of the ritual · . . ceremonies. He was 
the referee, the Jllstice of Pea·ce and had charge of the . 
prhrate budget of the commune. This budget showing the 
~istribution of expenditures and privileges among all the 
inhabitants of the commune was carefully kept away 
from the central authorities. Taxes levied by the central 
adminst.ration were d.ivided' among ~II the inhabitants. 
The properties of . the commune which consisted of the 
inalienaLle common land were ·also divided among all. In 

' . . 
addition to general expenditures due to the central 

admiuistratio!l ther.e w.ere expenses entail'ed by works for 
community, individual ' cont.rib~tions. t? the ~iflage cere-· 
monies, the share deduci.ed from agricu.Jtriral produce _for 
the executive ag:mt of the . . commune. · There were also 

lots of common lands granted to families having members 

in the army and the share reserved fo~ old people who 
could ~o longer work an.d for needy families. One .ca.Ii 

then say that unemployenienf and bf'.gging did not exist in 
old Vietnam since each village had to provide for all its 

inhabitants. All the members of the·. commune were place 
under the supervision of the Council of Notables which 
was not only responsible

1 

for the good management of the 
public affairs, but also exercised a killd of general'tµtelage 
over the young people, the widows and the crippled, and bY 

doing so preserved order and morafrty behind the bamboo 

curtain. Relations with the central ~dminis~ration were 
carried on by the Village Chief (Ly-Truong) who 

was, i,n Fact, only .a minor notable i.n the commune. He­
was the official agent between the central administrad 

tion and the autono·mous cemmunity. He 'was elected ' by 

the Council of Notables and his election was submitted 

to the approval of the mandarin. He was . charged with · 
transmitting· all the r.equests from the commune to the 
central authorities and tra nsmitting orders from the cen­

tral authorities to the commune. He was held. responsible 

if these ,ord.ers were not carried out. He was in cliarge of . 

the police and had to inform the higher authorities 'of 

the offenses perpetra ted in his village. He was also 

responsible for collecting and paying the taxes owed by 
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the village community. 

Several commune joined to form a canton. Each 
'· canton was headed by a Canton Chief elect~d by the 

notables of the communes and approved.by the provincial 
representative of the central power.· Tlie canton chief, 

representing the population had, like the village chief, 
the charge of defending the interests of the canton before 
the central administration and of ensuring that the 
·administrative orders were· carried out. He was also 
the natural referee in those affairs of common law which 
tbe family chiefs Qr village chiefs could ·not solve. He 
was a referee who judged according to the' local customs 

to which as the saying, goes, the royal decrees :prnst yield 

The political freedom of the people did not go beyond 
the canton in the Qld Vietnam~se society. 

The · village or commune was thus the real political, · 
econo1Dic and i.ocial cell of the society. This was also 
a religious cell. As each family had its ·altar tlevoted to 
the cult o.f ancestors, each village had its Dinh or temple 
for ·the worship of ,a tutelar god which · was the very 
imperson:ition of Earth as s)lown. in the Chinese name of. 
«Village» (composed of god . ang earth); . 

This cult constituted th,e officia.1
1 religio~ of the 

villagers. A proverb says : 

«Each village . had its · awn tutela:r god as each river 
has its own» . This cult of personified natural forces 
created among the inhabitants of the same village a 
powerful soli9arity which w;as yet strengthened by the 
cult of .rnc.estors in the fa~ily. In all times, the Viet­
namese peasan.ts . have been attached to their native 
lang by · a magic power. 

A Western observer has. noted rightly that «the com. 
muile presents a 'particularly interesting mechanism and 
one can understand that such ·a complex and democratic 
organization, having been 1n' existence since time im­
memorial and in which a ' notab.le can never act alone, 
must ·not be changed, otherwise the country might fall 
into confusion. The instrument is old but it is good ; it 
suits the people». 

.At the present time when throughout the wor;ld, the 
individualistic democracy ·born of free ~ndustrial 
competition is regressing, it is Interesting to study this 
democratic communal organization based essentially o~ 
the · peasant community, which has dra~.n its vitality 
from aspiritualist socialism. 

. . . 
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,----------------INTRODUCING VN MUSJC __ 
~ A A 

CON THUYEN KHONG BEN 
(LONE BOAT In The Moonlight) 

&~NG-THE-PHONG 
Born in 19.18, Dang The Phong was the second so n of a civil serva nt of the Registry Service in Nam­

Dinh province, N orth Vi etnam 
He became an orphan at a very you ng age, ·when he terminated his 6th year of edurntion. 
No detail in his b iog ra phy indicated that he had received some musical formation until his death at 

the age of 24. 
CON THUYEN KHONG BEN was presented for the first time to the public by Phong himself in 

Hanoi two years before he died of tuberculosis, in indigence. 
The tune of the seven musica l wo rks he left us anticipated his premature death. 
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