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A Portrait of Viet Nam 
Award-winning photographer Lou Dematteis 

captures the pivotal years from 1992 to 1995 

when Vietnam's isolation ended and the larg-

er world began rushi ng in. One hundred 

beautiful photographs reveal a country in 

transition-changing, progressing, healing. 

Unforgettable images include boats making 

their way down the Mekong Delta, the Cham 

towers and the traditional planting of the rice 

paddies. There are also ballet classes, rock stars, touri sts and traffic jams. A Portrai t of Viet Nam is a 

visual record of a joyous and enduring community, seen against a stunn ing backdrop of dramatic moun­

tains, rich farmland and shimmering ri vers and seas. A Portrait of Viet Nam documents a mysterious 

nation opening its door to the world. 

Vietnam: 
Land of the Blue Dragon 

The history of Vietnam is shrouded in a rich 

oral tradition of myth and legend. The country 

has forged its identity out of a historic duality 

that continues into the present day. Exquisitely 

photographed, this book examines all aspects of 

Vietnamese history and mythology through 

images, poetry and running commentary. The 

book is accompanied by original musIc played 

on traditional Vietnamese instruments. 
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Books 
ART 

1 OOVietnamese Painters & Sculptors of the 
20th Century 

Editor: Mai Ly Quang, The Gia; Publishers, Hanoi, 1996. 103/4" x 13 ", 
hardcover and slipcase. 414 pages. color illustrations. $125.00 

This glossy book is intended to introduce readers 10 one hundred of the 
best Vietnamese painters and sculptors of the past century. Each artist's 
photograph and exhibit history accompany two photographs of their an ­
work. 

Arts and Handicrafts of Vietnam 
Text: Nguyen Khac Vien and Le Huy Van. Editor: Do Phuong Quynh, The 
Giai, Vietnam Foreign Languages Publishing House, Hanoi 1992, 9 114" 
x 10", paper cover, 84 pages, photos. $20.00 

This beautifu lly photographed volume provides an excellent introduction 
and overview of the many hand icrafts of Vietnam from puppetry and music 
to lacquerware and paper making. The accompanying text offers an under­
standing of the wealth of Vietnamese arts and history. 

Aian Art & Culture Winter 1994 
Smithsonian/Oxford Unil'ersiry Press, 1994, 96 pages, $20.00 

Published by Oxford Universi ty Press in association wi th the 
Smithsonian. this issue is dedicated entirely to Vietnam, beginning with the 
voice of a pai nter worki ng now in Hanoi. A Hong Kong writer presents 
contemporary Vietnamese paintings. followed by two authors who studied 
village centers for ceramics and cloth. An American poet then examines 
classic poetry and a vi tal Vietnamese folk style. ca dao, and a Thailand­
based writer describes the history and architecture of Hanoi's o ld quarter. 

Bat Trang CeramicS, 14th -19th Centuries 
The Gioi Publishers, Hallo; 1995, 8 1/4" x II 1/2", hard cover, 2 JO 
pages, maps. diagrams, color plates. $75.00 

Ceramic craft of Vietnam has a long history dau ng back almost ten thou­
sand years to the end of the Hoa Binh culture and the beginning of the Bac 
Son culture. During the Ly (101O-122S). the Tran (1226-1400). the Le 
(1428-IS27) and the Mac (IS27 -IS92), Vietnam produced ceramic wares 
which were rich in form and varied in glaze not only to satisfy domestic 
demand but also to supply the export market. Of the ceramic villages 
established Bat Trang was one of the most famous. It developed during this 
period and production continues today, 

Fifty Years of Painting and Sculpture on 
Armed Forces and Revolutionary Wars 

Fine Arts Press, Hanoi, 10 ~" x 14" CasebOlllld. 160 pages, color plmes 
$50.00. (review by S,even Bailey) 

In 1994. the Peoplc's Anny of Vietnam (VPA) marked the SOth anniver-
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sary of its creation on December 12. 1944. To conunemorate th is mile­
stone. the People's Anny Publishing House and the Fine Arts Publishing 
House jointly reissued Fifty Years of Painting and Sculpture on Armed 
Forces and Revolutionary Wars. This glossy coffee-table book measures an 
impressive 10 by 14 inches and contains hundreds of color reproductions 
of paintings and sculptures created by Vietnamese artists. All the art in the 
book relates to the VPA in some way. but beyond that. the artwork exhibits 
a wide diversity of subject and theme. The artists employ a fasc inating 
melange of European and Asian art styles to create watercolor and oil 
paintings, woodcul and lacquer JXlrtrailS. and bas relief and three-dimen­
sional sculpture. 

The artists featured in the book were directly involved in the events they 
JXlr1ray in their artwork: many served in Viet Minh, Viet Congo or North 
Vielnamese Anny (NVA) combat units. Through their art, much can be 
learned arout the recent history of Vietnam. which so tragical ly involved 
virtually conti nuous mi litary connict. In fact. this book is as much a mili­
tary history book as an art book and it is as informative as a collection of 
wartime news photographs. The art does not concern itself with combat 
statistics and battleplans: nor does it seek journalistic objectivity. Instead 
it focuses on the individual people involved in the battles and from these 
portraits we can learn a great deal. 

Much of the art featured has obvious propaganda value. For example. the 
JXlint of many paintings in the book is to JXlr1ray the Communist forces as 
friends of the people. Consider the oi l painting utled "Mutual Affection 
Between Soldiers and the Peoplc:' by Le Hoang Anh. This painting is one 
of several that depicts peasants offering food to soldiers. while other paint­
ings in the book show troops hel ping to harvest rice or repairing civilian 
homes. 

In fact. many paintings blur the distinction between soldier and civilian, 
suggesting that the army is the people. A woodcut ti tled "Three 
Generations" by Hoang Tram shows a father, son and granddaughter serv­
ing together in the Viet Congo while another woodcut by Huy Oanh shows 
a grandfather and granddaughter holding rifles in the service of their com­
mon cause. This art was clearly designed to foster the idea that the 
Commun ist Vietnamese were fighting a war of national liberation. and that 
such a war, by definition. involves men and women of all ages and back­
grounds. 

Given this view that the enure JXlpulation must be mobi lized for the war 
effort. it is not surprising that many works of art in Fifty Years of Painti ng 
and Sculpture focus on fe male soldiers and guenillas. Women are seen as 
integral to the revolutionary struggle. both as combalants and as mothers 
raising the future defenders of the nauon. "On Duty Hours." an oil paint­
ing by Nguyen Tien Chung, shows a young woman suckling her baby with 
a rifle slung over her shoulder. A bas-relief sculpture by Nguyen Thi Ki m 
JXlrtrays an all-female unit defend ing the city of Hue. Throughout the book 
women are depicted as mothers. fighters . mourncrs. heroes and lovers, but 
above all else, as equals. 

Not all the art in this collection has an explici t propaganda objecti\'e. how­
ever. For example. because the Commun ist forces were not a highly mech­
anized anny, many artists consistently return to the agony and exhaustion 
of forced marches. There's no propaganda in these paintings: the artists are 
speaking from painful experience. These artistS served in the anned forces 
and clearly remember all the time they spent trudging up mountains and 
through swamps, backs bowed beneath the weight o r their weaponry. 
"Troops Marching in the Rain" by Le Tri Dung shows soldiers leaning into 
a black gale; other paintings show troops struggling over mountain passes 
or wadi ng across rivers and streams. There is not one but three paintings 
titled "Staging a March." and they all JXlrtray foot-sore soldiers. The car­
rying of supplies down the Ho Chi Mi nh Trail figures in many paintings as 
wel l. Though one memorable painu ng shows an ammunition~hau l i ng ele­
phant. there are few trucks in these paintings-just heavily laden men and 
women. 

Inevitably. much of the art in in this book deals with combat. 
Imerestingly, art JXlrtraying battles in progress are relatively rare; most of 
the art focuses on pre- or post-battle portraits of Vietnamese soldiers and 
civilians. Those artists who do choose to paint actual combat scenes, how­
ever, do so with ski ll and imagination. Styles vary from folk art to social­
ist realism: many artists depict batt le in styl ized JXlrtrai ts of terror and con-



fusion. Nguyen Hiem's "Tam Vu Battle" offers a blurry vision of green and 
black figures runni ng through a landscape of the same colors that is remi­
niscent of the chaotic combat footage shot by cameramen covering the war 
in Vietnam. Night battles are painted with blood red skies; day battles are 
a smoky mix of faded browns, tans and greens. 

An artistic tour-de-force. this book is meant to serve as a memorial to the 
sacrifices of the forces. Many of the anists fought against the French colo­
nial troops, the \'arious regimes in the South and American forces. Some, 
such as To Ngoc Van , Hoang Anh, Truong goc, died during their service, 
as did many of the people----<::ofJXlrals and cooks, mothers and medics­
portrayed by these artists. The all contained in this book is a paradoxical 
tribUle to their victory and a resounding remi nder that no war. in the end, is 
worth its cost. 

Ls laques du Vietnam 
Editor: Quang Viet. Fine Arts Press, Halloi. 8 'l'1" x 12 ¥.I" Casebolllld, 
138 pages, color plates $40.00 

After a brief introduction in Fre nch and Vietnamese, this book brings us 
I I I color plates of oUlstanding lacquer works. A wonderful resource for 
art collectors or students. 

M asters of Vietnamese Painting 
Fine Arts Press. Halloi, 8 W' x 12" paper, 116 pages. color plates 
$30.00 

This title highlights four pai nters of the fi rst generation of modem 
Vietnamese artists: Nguyen Gia Tri. To Ngoc Van, guyen Sang and Bui 
Xuan Phai. They were very active in the Ecole des Beaux Arts de 
l' lndochine in the years 1925 through 1945, a period which is said to have 
marked the fi rs t contact between Vietnamese traditional art and Western art. 

Nguyen Tu Nghiem 
Editor: Nguyen Quan, FineAns Publishing House, Hanoi, 1994, 12 V2" 
xlO W' CasebOlmd, 142 pages, color plates $45.00 

This compilation of work includes lacquers. oils. silks. gouaches, pastels 
and pencil sketches by one of Vietnam's most respected allists. Nghiem 
was the first to actually resurrect certain arti stic traditions and use them to 
form the foundation of modem Vietnamese art. 

Silk Paintings of Vietnam 
Viefrlam Foreign Langlwges PI/blishing HOIl_~e, Hanoi 1991, 7112" x 8 
114 ", paper cover. 32 pages. 27 color plates. $JO.OO. 

The Vietnamese all world has long valued silk painting. This album pri­
marily features works done over the last ten years. These pieces re.flect 
changes in aesthetic appreciation throughout each stage of the nation's his­
tory. 

T he Changing Face of Hanoi 
by Suzanne Lecllf, Fine Arts Publishing HO/lse, 1997. 7 Vl x 13, hardcov­
er. 50pp, color illustrations, 560.00. 

This serves as the catalog for a show mounted in Hong Kong in early 1997 
that highlighted five of the most well known artists working in Hanoi today. 
They are Nguyen Quan. Thanh Chong, Pham Quang Vinh, Lc Quang Ha 
and Pham Minh Tuan. 

Easel painting is still preserved in Vietnam as a genuine original offspring 
of traditional art and painters have barely opened their doors to exposure 
until recently. While suc.h a foreign exhibit cannot be said to be the most 
representative of Vietnamese art, this show is characterized by strucmred 
painting and the breaking off of figures and shapes which is almost asymp­
totic to abstractionism. the concern of human fate and sexual love and the 
traditional ancient spirit which still lurks somewhere in the everyday life of 
the Viets. 

Vietnamese Traditional Water Puppetry 
Text by Nguyen Huy Hong and Tran Trung Chinh, Second Edition, The 
Gioi Publishers, 1996, 7 W' x 9 W', paper. 80 pages with color photos, 
$20.00 

This beautifully photographed book gives a comprehensive account of the 
emergence of water puppetry guilds, the i.llusions created by a stage made 
of water, puppet characters and traditional stories they enact. The water's 
surface is in constant moLion. absorbing every image, both of natural phe­
nomena and of the puppet characters themselves. 

BUSINESS 

D ana Sachs: Vietnam VIR Investment Series 
Bound reprints, $10.00 

A series of ten articles intended to introduce foreign business people to the 
process of investing in Vietnam. These articles were wri tten by Dana 
Sachs. a reporter for the Hanoi English language weekly Vietnam 
Investment Review. and published in VIR between September and 
December, 1993. Articles cover topics such as applying for licenses, set­
ting up an office, arranging a distribution network, and hiring staff. Dana 
Sachs is a San Francisco-based journalist who spent two years living and 
working in Hanoi. lbis special collection. reprinted with pennission from 
VIR , is available only through Things Asian. 

Environment and Bioresources of Vietnam: 
Present Situation and Solutions 

Editor in Chief: Cao Vall Sung, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi 1995, 5 112" 
x 8", paper cover. 235 pages, maps, diagrams, photos. $15.00 

In Vietnam. natural resources and environmental policy and design are in 
the initial stages. This book is written by a group of experts who have 
chaired research programs in Vietnam related to ecosystems, the status of 
rare and endangered wild life species, protected areas, environmental pol­
lution, and Vietnam's environmental strategy to the year 2000. The entire 
text of Vietnam 's environmental protection law promulgated in December 
1993 is included. 

Formalities: A (juide for Foreign (juests and 
Overseas Vietnamese 

The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1994, 4 " x 7", paper, 232 pages, $25.00 

This handy guide tells you everything you want to know from the trans­
fer of foreign technology into Vietnam. establishment of fore ign banks, 
guidance on investments to naturalization fonnalit ies and regulations on 
entry, exit, transit, residence and travel in Vietnam. 

Hanoi Business (juide 
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The Business Guide is required reading for the fi rst time traveler to Hanoi . 
Everybody who is in the know uses it! Written by an expatriate who 
emphasizes practical infonnation. Learn about local customs, business eti­
quette and do's and don ' ts. Find the business addresses. phone and fax 
numbers of many organizations. ministries and embassies. It also offers 
suggestions for the best hotels. bars and restaurants. 

H 0 Chi Minh City Business (juide 
The Gio; Publishers, Hanoi, 1996, 4" x 7"*" paper, 238 pages, $15.00 

The Business Guide, written by an expatriate who emphas izes practical 
information, is required reading for travelers who visit Ho Chi Minh City. 
Learn about local customs. business etiquette and do's and don 'ts. Find the 
business addresses. phone and fax numbers of many organizations. It also 
offers suggestions for the best hotels, bars and restaurants. If you arc not 
using the guide in Ho Chi Mi nh City, you are wasting moncy. 

Kck Start (juides for Business Travelers 
by GilY and Victoria Brooks, Self· Counsel Press, Bellingham, IVA 1995. 
4 " x 7"' paper, 142 pages. $9.95 each 

A new series of handy, pockepsize guides developed for the business trav­
eler. Each guide is researched and wrinen for a specific country and is 
designed to help readers kick-start themselves into action as soon as they 
arrive. Essential details are covered, including what to expect from the 
transportation system. where to get the best rale of exchange, and what to 
wear as well as infonnation on tax-free zones and local customs and eti­
quette. The guides are also helpful tools for en trepreneurs on the lookout 
for overseas business opponunities. Choose from four titles: Hong Kong, 
Macau, and the Pearl River Delta; Indonesia: Malaysia; Vietnam. 

Latest legal Documents Concerning Foreign 
Investment in Vietnam 

The Gioi Publishers, Hano;, 1997,5 3/4 " x 8 ", paper, 188 pages. S50.00 

This collection of decrees and regulations of various detai ls of foreign 
investment in Vietnam is invaluable for people wishing to do business 
there. 

p:ssport Vietnam. Your Pocket (juide to 
Vietnamese BUSiness, Customs & 
Etiquette 

by l effrey Curry & lim C"inh Ngllyen, lVorld Trade Press, 4 V2" x 7". soft 
cover, $6.95 

Passport Vietnam tries to help you avoid cultural fa ux pas. learn about 
Vietnamese values and beliefs. undcrsland the reason behind the actions 
and develop an effective negotiating style. 

Jeff Curry operates VIEN, a San Francisco-based research and analysis 
finn special izing in Asian investments. He has worked -un a wide range of 
commercial projects in Vietnam and publishes a weekly repoll on Asian 
emerging markets. Jim Nguyen is fonnerly with the San Francisco 
Mayor's Office of Commerce and Trade. 

TeaChing English in Asia 
by Galen Harris Valle, Pacific Wew Press, BerkeleJ~ CA, 1995, paper. 192 
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pages, 1995, $ 19.95 

English teachi ng is the pri mary source of employment in Asia for 
Westerners. This is a book for both trave lers wanting to combine their 
interest in Asian countries with the skills necessary to live and work there, 
and experienced Asia-bou nd teachers who want to best utilize their skills 
with Asian students. The author explains where and how English is taught. 
how to find jobs, what ski lls or credentials are necessary or useful and 
where to get them. He discusses how to apply, interview. obtai n enough 
work to "make a living," and avoid visa troubles. The book then spells out 
how to teach English successfully, from understanding the expectations of 
students to adapting teaching techniques to Asian cultural realities. The 
author shares an extensive selection of practical exercises which work we)) 
with students in Asia. 

V
IETNAM Business Opportunities and 
Risks 

by l oseph P. Qllinlan, Pacific View Press, Berkeley, CA, 1995, paper, 174 
pages. 519.95 (see review in Far £Osten! Economic Review 8/8/1996) 

The following is excerpted from Chapter One, Ten Things Business 
Should Know About Vietnam. 

1. Understanding Vietnam's Turbulent Past. Has Vietnam entered the kind 
of sustained period of internal and ex ternal tranquillity that is essential for 
economic growth? 

2. Vietnam Is Poor. Vietnam has a great deal of lost ground to make up. 

3. Vietnam Is Rich. Vietnam has an abundance of natural resources and a 
large and potentially industrious work force. 

4. Free Market Reforms Are Taking Root... Vietnam has experienced a 
boom in economic growth since 1992. 

5 .. .. But Communism Remains The Nonn In Vietnam. Can the commu­
nist party continue to embrace free market pri nciples? 

6. The Infrastructure - A Key Obstacle To Doing Business. The antiquat­
ed infras tructure is one of the most fonnidable obstacles to doing business 
in Vietnam. 

7. Vietnam Is Still Divided. Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh City? 

8. Non-U.S. Companies Have Stolen The March On Vietnam. US com­
panies have some catching up to do. 

9. But Plenty Of Opponunities Awai t U.S. Finns In Vietnam. The race for 
business in Vietnam is far from over. 

10. OperaLing Risks Abound. Opcmting in Vietnam is not for the faint 
hearted. 

Vietnam: The No BS Business (juide 
Edited by Thomas M.F. Timberman, WI. Inc, Washington DC, 1994, 
paper. 278 pages, $15 

Written by and for active entrepreneurs dedicated to raising bottom lines 
through early entry into Asia's next boom economy. No BS means j ust 
that-straight answers to tough questions. Why bother? Entry costs? 
Potential markets? You learn how to penetrate the bureaucracies, to select 
joint venture panners and to negotiate successful agreements within 
Vietnam 's business culture. (see review in Far Eastern Economic Review 
8/8/1996) 

CUISINE 

The Best of Vietnamese & Thai Cooking 
by Mai Pham, Prima Publisiling. 1996, paper. 274 pages, $19.95 
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Tangy. sweet and savory traditional dipping sauces. Mouthwatering soups. Innovative stir-fries. Th~ B~s' of Vielnames~ and Thai Cooking offers just that-the very besL Weaving a fascinating memoir amidst her splendid recipes. Mai Pham recreates the almost magical reverence with which food was prepared and enjoyed in the Vietnam and Thailand of her childhood. Inside she discloses the secrets to preparing her personal favorites . Mai Pham is chef and owner of the award-winning Lemon Grass Restaurant and Lemon GrasS cafes in Sacramento. California. 

I ndustrial Crops in Vietnam 
by VII Cong Hall. The Gioi Publishers. Hanoi. 1996. 5 1/4" x 7 In. .. , paper. 96 pages. $15.00 This book covers the crops grown for profit in the country. including cof-fee. tea. rubber and oil_producing trees. h outlines various aspectS of agri­culture including history and the plants' botanical. physiological and eco-logical characteristics. 

A Little Vietnamese Cookbook 
by Terry Tan . illus.ra.~d by Sh~rry Tay, Chronicl~ Books. 1995. hard cov~r, 60 pages . .57.95 

~eu (in English and Vietnamese) 
by Nguyen Oil, The Gioi Pllblishers. Hanoi, 5 114 " x 8", paper. 640 pages, S50.00 

This small (4 In" x 6") cookbook offers a lh'ely introduction to a popu­lar cuisine that incorporates the influences of China. France, lndonesia. and Thailand. Here are over twenty-five classic recipes for such uadition­a1 Vietnamese dishes as Crispy Spring Rolls, Sweet and Sour Fish Soup. Grilled Chicken with Five Spices. Crispy Noodles with Prawns. Crab with ASparagus, a variety of rice recipes. and much more. perfect for the home 

This handsomely illustrated book tells one of the oldest folk tales indige-nOUS to Vietnam and known by people all over the world to be a ';muSl read." 

cook" 
Sketches for a portrait of Vietnamese Culture by Huu Ngoc. The Gio; publishers, Hanoi 1995, 93/4" x 9 3/4".512 pagt's, color plOles. paper COl'a S50.00. hard COl'a $80.00 

CULTURE 

Buddhism in Vietnam: 
From its origins to the 19th century by Minh Chi. Ha Van Tan and Nglly~n Ta; Thll. Th~ Gioi publishers, Hanoi 1993. 5" x 7 In.'', paper cover. 227 pages. S15.00 This book explores the history and traditions of Buddhism in Vietnam for the last 2.000 years. Considering that Vietnam is the geographical bridge between India and China. it is not surprising that aspects of these cultures would be assimilated. 

EthniC Minorities in Vietnam by Dang Nghiem Van. Chu Thai Son and Luu Hung, Th~ Gioi Publishus. Hanoi /993. 5 In. " x 8". paper cover. 2(i() pages. map, photos. SI5.00 Vietnam is a point of convergence for various ethnic groups and a cross­roads of different civilizations. Its rather rugged topography. with moun­tainous regions. plains and coastal areas. is another factor in its ethnic com­plex.ity. Their languages belong to almost all the language families of Southeast Asia. south of the Yangtte river. Fifty- four ethnic groups ha\'e been identified. and hUndreds of small local groups are incorporated in to these under different names and dialects. They often have their own indige­noUS culture and uaditions. Each group is described by population. lan­guage. area of habitation. life style. family relationships and spiritual life. An ethno-linguistical map of Vietnam (10" by IS") is included. 

Fruit Trees in Vietnam 

An anthology of Huu Ngoc's Vietnamese News Sunday columns. Sketches for a Portrait of Vietnamese Culture presents a kaleidoscopic overview of a country steeped in history. mythology and a blend of multi­cultural traditions. Sifting through this book or reading it cover to cover gives one a feeling of eavesdropping on a thoroughly captivating conversa­tion. Here is an example of the different kinds of things Huu Ngoc address­es in this channing 5 12 _page collection. 
How Many Incense Sticks Are To Be lit? One may light, according to ri tual. one. three, five or seven incense sticks-always an uneven number. Each number has its own symbolic value. The number one represents unity. the whole. the fusion of the male and the female principles. The Buddhist believer who lights a single stick seeks to release the "incense of the heart" which combines five kinds of incense. The number three suggests the mobility of the uneven number. which tends to move toward evenneSS. stability. equilibrium. When some­one is grappling with difficulties. with something that upsets him, he offers Buddha three incense sticks. It is also customary to light three slicks at Tet and at funerals. but only one stick at ordinary rituals. Five sticks are lit only at the altar of the Holy Marner of the Forest attended by the Five Tiger Lords. to pray for their protection. On the fifth day of the seventh moon. the day of Pardon for all Wandering Souls, seven lighted sticks are planted on their behalf near banyan trees. their habitual haunts. This is a sign of Buddhist compassion. When the stickS burst intO flames. mis means mat some kind of message is coming from the nether world. 

T et: The Vietnamese lunar New Year by HUll Ngoc and Barbara Collen. The Gioi Publishing Hous~, 1997, 7 x 9 ~ paper. 92 pages, $20.00 This is the first English language publication devoted solely to the arts and ceremonies of the most significant holiday of the Vietnamese people. TIle diverse rites and traditions that mark this important time provide glimpses into the beliefs and arts which are at the core of Vietnamese traditional 

by Vu Cong Hau. The Gio; publihers, Hanoi 1995. 5" x 8". paper cowr. I II pages. color plates, illus.ra.ions. $15.00 Much research data is available for the industrial crops such as rubber. tea and coffee. Because fruits are not a major source of income. very little is written about them. This book covers the following fruits : orange. tanger­ine. grapefruit. banana. pineapple, cashew. mango. Coco Sau. Giau gia xoan. papaya, persimmon. sapodilla. star-apple. custard apple. jack-fruit. bread· fruit. litchi. longan and rambutan. 

society. 

T he lands, Peoples, and Cultures Series Editor: Bobbie Kalman, Crabtru Publishing Company, 1996, 8 W' x 
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1/ ", paper. 32pa 1 Th' . . . ges, co or phOTOS, glossary~ index. $7.95 each IS senes, which covers countries all . 
on Vietnam. They are ide I ~ . over the world. mcludes three titles a or teachmg and for young adult readers. 

• Vietnam: the land 
This book presents the naturaJ beau of the gles of the highlands to the . ty country. from the dense jun-examines the history geo rasc~mc ~aches of the Soum China Sea. It systems. and wildlife ~f Vi:tn:m~' agnculture, businesses. transportation 

• Vietnam: the people 
1ltis book introduces readers to the tha~ includes small tribes in highland~: ~etnam. a diverse group ChlOese. Khmer and Moo F" d .' peoples such as Cham 

h .. 1.0 out whal life is like in . ' 
ouse or along the ri\'er in Ho Chi M ' h C" . , a mountam long­their relali\'es even after mey die b ;:i1d~ty· D~s~O\'er how families honor way of life of Vietnamese poopl y I d' tog spmt houses. It looks at the 

and 
e. mc u 109 work.. pasti f ' . country life. language. and education. meso atnlhes. city 

• Vietnam: the culture 
This book celebrates Tet and other ~ . legends and heroes Disc . th. estJ\'als that honor Vietnamese beliefs 

from the trnd' . i ~\er elr theater. haunting music and fash ' . 
. 1U0na ao dai to western influenced ' Ion 

ancient .~ modern culture in Vietnam ~lothiO~. Aspects of 
ater. reitgJOn. architecture loth ' are ~overed. mcludmg music. 1he­, ClOg, and festivals. 

The Peasant, The Buffalo and The li-I V-
Iger: letnamese legends and Tales 

by Hoa Mai HUll Ngoc Th C' . 
$15 00 • ~ 101 Publishers. 1997 4 W' r 7"- 119 

. 
' " pag~s. 

u .. I Ion tales. 

This is a compilation of eleven time-honored __ dOl" aI 

~e Sculpture of Funeral Houses I in Tay Nguyen 
by Phan Cam Thllong and Ngu 'en Tan C Hanoi 1995 8 %" x 12" ) II. Fine Ans Pllblishing House This book " .. paper COl'er, I (i() pagt's. color plates, .53000' co\ ers religiOUS beliefs the t b . 
architecture of the funera l h . o~ abandonment ceremony. the 
D . ouse. symbolic pillars d f rawlOgs. photographs and h an uneraJ statues. 
Vietnamese. French and E I C

h
al1.S sup~rt the text which includes the ng IS translations. 

The Stone Stelae at the Temple pf literature The GIOI Pllblish~rs, Hanoi 1993 5" 7 112 , ,x " paper. 52 The doctors' stelae at the Temple of Litera ' .. pages. SI5.00 educational documents engrnved ture are historical. cultural and on Stone. They ha ' . h " 
aspects and deserve thorough study. . \e nc value 10 many 

The Traditional Village in Vietnam 
The Gioi Publishers. Hanoi 1993 5 l IZ " 8" 
.ables. SI5.oo , x , paper co\·er. 458 page$. 
Without an adequate knowledge of the villa structure of Vietnamese societ 0 . ge. one cannot understand the fully preserved in village life. y n:-i~h~~t1:;:1 traditi~ns which were care­aspects of cultural life. Many sch I ~ the h.lstory and communal o ars contnbute Infonnation co\'ering 

Things Asian 

subjects such as the traditional Vi 
f 

lelDamese villag " B B 
o the land register in Kien My (8 ' h O' h) e 10 ac o. an analysis Liem district. a survey of the ~ d '". '" : land distribution in the Tu and Kim Son districts early in ~:en I :~n of Villages in Ha Nam. Tien Hai Tonkin community in villages and century .. the economic basis of the tionships between tmditional V" collmmunes pnor to 1945. the social rela-let VI ages markets . del' peasant households and educa""o " th '. • Sl lne occupations of 

, n 10 e Villages. 

Traditional Festivals in Vietnam 
Do Phuong QU)'nh Th G " " P 

, ' e 101 ublishers. Hanoi 1995 5" .. co\er. 220 pages, color pla.u. S20.00 . .f 8 . paper As is common in agricuhural economi .. are linked to the growth c I es. traditional festivals in Vietnam T 
.. yc es o f crops and c d 

radltlonai Festivals ' n V' entere on the villages 
I letnam takes the d . 

Vietnamese festivals as well . . rea . er to 30 traditional festival. the author gi\'e5 d' as ?lOe festIVals of EthOic minorities. For each ITeCtlons on how to get he ' ry and meaning of the festi\'al d . to t village. the histo-bration activities. The book e~::: w~~mprehenslVe description of the cele­It a calendar of Vietnamese festiva ls. 

Van Mieu, The Temple of literature A Walking Tour ' 
Text: Diane Niblack Fox and Nora A ' .. 
In. '' x 9 3/4" . Ta)lor. The GEOI Publishers 1994 6 

, paper co\Y!r. 40 pages diag d .. 
V.

an 
Mieu (I iteratly ''Tem'ple of Li~rature~~ an c~or plates. $10.00 qUiet place where scholars c ) 10 the nuddle of Hanoi is a orne to read artists . . 

c~me to see traces of nearly a thousand come to p3mt and tra\'elers 
history. This guidebook take the ad years of Vietnamese culture and five courtyards. explaining th s . re e.r step by step through Van Mieu's elr symbolism and inscriptions. 

Viet Nam Forum 14-A R - f 
_ _ evtew 0 VIetnamese Culture and SOciety 

by Dan Dllify. Editor, Yale Univer. · Co '1 
7" x 10" 

Slty WICI on SIJII.Jreasl Asia SI d" . ' paper co\.'er. 358 pages. $25.00 
u les, In thiS anthology. there are three stories b tells stories about the old ki f Vi Y Nguyen Huy Thiep. who re-

.. ngs 0 letnam An es b " 
tonan explams why new tales abou .' say y an Amencan his-he 

t national heroes k 
w n they appeared at the begi' f . spar ed heated debate 
examine Thiep and Duo g ~lIn~ 0 economic renovation. Other essays Vietnamese The Giang n u u?ng: Two stories by the German he 

.' • present HanOI as It was' h . 
t re wasn t much food and no I" bl ID t . e early eighties. when Pr 

re la e electri·, A . . ophecy Fulfilled." is accompanied b C1 y. trnnsla.tlon of 'The 
les of the already legendary H 5 y. one of the first good historical stud-th F 

o. lones from the 1920s " 
e rench by authors Thach La d Ph . about life under 

lection closes with work fro m ~ am Duy Ton. are gentler. The col-
Ch . m o\erseas Vietnam . uong Nguyen's "Power from the H .. . ese-tra\"el essays like ghost story from his childhood ' ;an. Andrew Lam contributes a Shadows:' The humorist Khoi Luu

lD 
ke

e 
old country. " Dark Wind and the refugees Dr James F P? s fun at a famous and sad study of 

. .. reeman S " H f 
Amencan Lives." 

ean 0 Sorrow: Vietnamese-

V IETNAM: From Rice Paddies and T~mple Yards: Traditional Music of VIetnam 

by PhQllg Nguyen. Ph. D. and Patricia S Music Press. /995, Book: 8 *~.f I I " hehan Campbell. Ph.D .• World 
CD. $40.00 

paper. 88 pages. photos. Book and 
Th" boo . IS k and CD package represents the firs mtroduction 10 Vietnamese trad" al . t complete English-language mon musIc and cuhum. While the book 

'\ 
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offers an intellectual understanding or Vietnamese traditions, the heart or 
the cuJture is round in the music. The perfonners are aU Vietnamese living 
in the United States. 

Vietnamese Folk Tales: Satire and Humor 
The Gioi Publishers, 1990, 4 W' x 7 W', pafHr, 8lJ pages, $15.00 

The best way to describe this little gem is to cite one or its stories entitled 
What Difference? A miser sold everything he owned and bought a large 
ingot of gold and buried it in his garden. From time to time, he would 
sneak out to the hiding place and reast his eyes on the treasure. Alas, some 
rascal who had been spying on him found out about the buried gold and 
stole it. On his next visit, the miser discovered the theft and burst into tears. 
"Why are you so sad?," asked his neighbor, "Just bury a stone in the same 
place-it's exactly the same." " How can it be the same? Mine's an ingot 
of gold!" 

"Your gold was buried underground and you never did anything with it nor 
wiU you ever put it to any use. So what difference is there between your 
gold and a stone?" 

Vietnamese Legends and Folk Tales 
The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi. 1997, 4 1/2 " ..r 8", paper, 190 pages, $25.00 

A collection of 38 tales and legends. Includes popuJar tales such as The 
Twelve Midwives, The Sun Goddess and The Moon Goddess, The Buffalo 
Boy and The Banyan Tree, The Tai lor and 1be Mandarin, The Betel and 
The Areca Tree and The Story of Tam and Cam. 

Vietnamese Traditional Medicine 
The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1993, 5 1/2 " x 8", paper, 268 pages. $45.00 

Vietnamese traditional medicine is made up of ancient health care prac­
tices related to Vietnamese culture before European medicine arrived in the 
20th century. This book covers medicinal plants, traditional medicines of 
animal origin, acupuncture, bums treaunent and traditional pharmaceutical 
activi ties. 

HISTORY 

Ancient Town of Hoi An 
by National Committee for the Imernational Symposium on the Ancient 
Town of Hoi An, International Symposium held in Danang on 22-23 
March, 1990, The Gioi Pllbli:lhers, Hanoi 1993, :lecond impression, 7 
1/2" x 10 114 ", paper cover. 239 pages, photos. $30.00 

Proceedings from the Symposium which included Vietnamese scholars 
and representatives from Japan, the Netherlands. USS R, Poland, France, 
USA, Thailand, and Australia. Hoi An (Faifo) was a famous port town or 
Vietnam in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, which had trade rela­
tions with Japan and China in the North. with Southeast Asian countries 
such as Cambodia, Siam, Malacca, Java, Manila and European countries 
such as Portugal, Holland. France and England. Hoi An was also a center 
of extensive cultural interaction which was reflected in the unique outlook 
and cultural mosaic in the town. Historically speaking, Hoi An inherited 
the cul tural heritage of the ancient Sa Huynh and Champa. 1be symposium 
covered the history and archaeology of the region, the methods of conser­
vation and restoration, and discussed at length the characteristics and val· 
ues of the remains of the ancient town. 

C am Ruins: Journey in Search of an 
Ancient Civilization 

by Tran Ky Phuong, The Gioi Publishers, HOllO; 1993, 4 1/2" x 8 1/4 ", 
pafHr cover, 1/5 pages, maps and phOlOS. $10.00 

Tran Ky Phuong. curator of the Cham museum of Danang, introduces 
Cham civi lization and architecture. with descriptions of Cham sites and 
relics at My Son. Dong Duong, Tra Kieu, Bang An, Chien Dan, Khuong 
My, The Sac (Silver) Tower, Sinh Lam Tower, Thi ai C itadel, Canh lien 
and Cha Ban Citadel, Thoc Loc, Thu Thien, Duong Long, Hung Thanh, 
The Nhan (Swallow) Tower, Po Nagar (Nha Trang). Hoa Lai, Po Kloong 
Garai. Po Rome, The Po Rome Style and the Kuts. Po Dam, Phu Hai. 
Museum of Cham Sculpture· Danang, Hue Museum of Antiquities (Cham 
Sculpture Pavilion), and the History Museum of Ho Chi Minh City (Cham 
Sculpture Pavilion). 

D ien Bien Phu 
by General Vo Nguyen Giap, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1994,5" x 7 
1/1 ", paper COller. 166 pages, maps. $J 5.00 

Dien Bien Phil is a detailed story of one of the most infamous battles in 
the country's recent history. in 1953·54, the Vietnamese engineered and 
mounted a winning strategy against the French. Complete with maps illus­
trating the progress of the campaign. this book offers insights into history. 

Dien Bien Phu, The Most Difficult Decision 
by General Vo Nguyen Giap, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, /992,5" x 7 
1/2 ", paper, 76 page:l, $15.00 

General Giap spent many years by the side of Ho Chi Minh and this 
book's focus is on his impressions and recol lections. 

H
ighway 4: The Border Campaign 1947-
1950 

by ColOllel Dang Van Wet, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1990, 5 1/4" x 7 
1/2 ", paper, 170 pages, $20.00 

H
o Chi Minh: A Man, A Nation, An Age, 
A Cause 

by Pham Van Dong, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1996, second edition, 5" 
x 7 1/2 ", paper. 80 pages, $15.00 

TItis is a quick survey of Ho Chi Minh's cause, theory and action during 
the revolution. 

H
o Chi Minh: The Man Who Made a 
Nation 

The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1996,5 " x 7 1/2 ", paper, 246 pages, $25.00 

This is an overview of Ho Chi Minh's life and how it was shaped by his 
political and ideological growth. 

Ho Chi Minh's Testament 
The Gioi Publi:lhers, Hanoi, 1995, 5 1/2" x 8", paper. 64 pages, $10.00 

The last wiJI and testaments of Ho Chi Minh, reproduced here in type as 
well as his own handwriti ng. 

Things Asian 

H OW South Vietnam Was Liberated 
by General Hoang Van Thai, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi. 1996,5" x 7 
1/2", paper. 268 page:l, $25.00 

1bese are the memoirs of General Thai and focus primarily on the rapid 
development of the Party's war strategy and tactics over the years 1973· 
75. 

L Duc Tho - Kissinger: Negotiations in Paris 
by Luu \bn wi and Nguyen Anh Vu, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1996, 5 
1/4" x8 1/2", paper. 572 pages, $6().00 

This is a book which details the negotiations between the two statesmen 
from their first to last meeting which led to the signing of the 1973 Paris 
Agreement for the cessation of war and restoration of peace in Vietnam. 

Pho Hien: The Center of International 
Commerce in the XVllth - XVIIUh cen­
turies 

by the Association o/Vietnamese Historians, People's, Administrative 
Committee of Hoi Hung Province, The Gioi Publi:lhers, Hanoi 1994 
51/2" x 73/4", paper cover. 262 pages, "UlP, cham, color plates. 
$10.00 

In its heyday in the 17th century, Pho Hien, in the Hai Hung province, 
ranked with major city centers like Thang Long and Hoi An . Hai Hung lies 
at the center o f the Red River Delta., between Hanoi and Hai phong. Pho 
Hien was a foreign trade center, actively trading with countries in Southeast 
Asia and East Asia, as well as Holland, England, France and Ponugal . 

This book is a compi lation of reports given at a seminar held in December 
1992 in Hung Yen town, Hai Hung province. It focuses on the birth, growth 
and gradual decline of the area from the 13th through the 17th centuries. 
At this two day seminar 30 reports were presented by scientists from 
Vietnam and foreign countries dealing with Pho Hien from different angles 
including historical, archeological, e thnological, cultural , and research in 
archives and conservation. 1be reports are classified in four chapters: the 
birth o f Pho Hien, the socio-economic foundation of Pho Hien and its pop­
ulations structure and cultural life, the relations of Pho Hien with the other 
areas in Vietnam and wi th foreign countries, the process of decl ine of Pho 
Hien and the preservation of existing vestiges. 

Prison Diary 
by Ho Chi Minh, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 9th edition, 1994, 4 " x 7", 
paper. 256 pages, $25.00 

Ho Chi Minh spent August 1942 through September 1943 as a prisoner of 
war by the Chinese. This 'diary' is a record of the poems he wrote while 
!here. 

SaigOn: Twenty Years After liberation 
The Gioi PubJi:lh~rs, Hanoi, 1995,5" x 7 1/2 ", paper. 124 pages, $15.00 

For those interested in Saigon's past, present and future. this collection o f 
speeches, interviews and research work provides insights into the positive 
developments of the city. 

The Ancient Civilization of Vietnam 

Things Asian 

by Nguyen Van HII),en, The Gioi Publisher:l, Hanoi 1995, 5 1/2" x 8", 
paper cover. 304 pages, maps. $15.00 

Author Nguyen Van Huyen was a native of Luu Xa Village, Hoai Duc 
District, Ha Tay Province. He studied in France from 1936· 1945 and is 
well known for his studies on village institutions. popular festivals and 
folkloric songs and dances. The Ancient Civilization of Vietnam, conceived 
as a school book for secondary education. constitutes an excellent intro­
duction to the tradi l'ional culture of Vietnam. There are chapters on: The 
Family ( ha). The Commune (Lang). The State ( uoc), The House, The 
Village, Clothes, Food and Medicine. Econom ic Production, Religious 
Life. and Intellectual and Artistic Life. Originally titled : "LA CiviliZPtion 
Annamite", this work has been re-edited on its 50th anniverury. 

The Sino-Vietnamese Difference on the 
I Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes 

by Luu Van wi, The Gioi Pllblishers. Hanoi, 1996,6 1/4" x 9 3/4 ", 
paper, 158 pages, $50.00 

This study is aimed at exami ning the respective positions of Vietnam and 
China to assess the eventual likelihood of successful negotiations between 
the two countries and to suggest an advisable orientation. 

V nforgettable Days 
by General Vo Nguyen Giap, The Gio; Publishers. Hanoi, 1994,5 1/2" x 
8", paper. 404 page:l, $50.00 

From August 1945 through December 1946. from the victory of the 1945 
revolution to the stan of the resistance to French colonial aggression, 
Vietnam went through a crucial period. 

V ietnam: A Long History 
by Nguyen Khac Wen, The Gioi Pllblishers, Hanoi, 1993, hllrrJco\'er, 6" x 
8114", 4n page:l, $55.00 

This extensive history of Vietnam begins in the Stone Age and takes one 
through feudal periods, colonialism, socialism and reunification while giv­
ing an historical overview of the Indochinese peninsula. 

Vo Nguyen Qiap - Selected Writings 
by General \0 Ngllyen Giap, The Gioi Publi:lhers, Hanoi, 1994,5 1/2 " x 
8 114", hardcover, 618 page:l, $60.00 

This is a collection of the most important speeches and writings of 
General Giap in the period between 1969 and 199 1 and explains the gen­
eralline, strategy and tactics of the national liberation war. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

A Portrait of Viet Nam 
by Lou Dematteis, WlV. NOrloll &: CompallY, Nl!W York, 1996. 128 pages, 
hard cover $35.00 

Award-winning photographer Lou Dematteis captures the pivotal years 
fro m 1992 to 1995 when Vietnam's isolation ended and the larger world 
began rushing in. One hundred beautiful pholOgrnphs reveal a country in 
transition--changing. progressing, healing. Unforgettable images include 
boalS making their way down the Mekong Delta, the Cham towers and the 
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traditional planting of the rice paddies. There are also ballet classes, rock 

stm. tourists and traffic jams. A Portrait of Viet Nam is a visual record of 

ajoyous and enduring community, seen against a stunning backdrop of dra­

matic lllOUmains, rich farmland and shimmering rh'ers and seas. A Portrait 

o/Viet Nam documents a mysterious naLion opening its door to the world. 

M
ekong: AJoumey on the Mother of 
Waters 

by Michael Yamashita, TaluJrajit1U1 Books. 1995, II x II. 132 pages, 

$39.95 

"For more than 25 years it has been my dream to follow the 2,600 miles 

oftbe Mekong River. Mike Yamashita has not only lived that dream. he has 

photographed it -beautifully. For the time being. thaI will have (0 do. As 

substitutes go. it's a great one." Ted Koppel ABC NewsINighlJine 

Passage to Vietnam 
Rick Smolan and Jennifer Erwitt. Against All Odds Productions, 1994, 

Hard CO\'er, 224 pages, [isl price $50.00, our price $35.00 

Rick Smolan created From Alice to Ocean and the famous Day in the Ufe 

photography series. In the spring of 1994, Smolan and 70 award-winning 

photojournalists embarked on a week-long assignment; to create the most 

intimate ponrait ever of Vietnam. With the twentieth anniversary of the end 

of the Vietnam War approaching. Smolan wanted to document a counlt)' 

just now beginning to re-emerge from decades of tunnoil and isolation. 

Granted unprecedented access by the Vietnamese government. the project 

team spread throughout Vietnam. visiting many areas never before open to 

foreigners. Over the 7-day period, the team shot over 200,000 pho­

tographs. From this. 200 photographs were selected for !.his gorgeous 

book. 

Vietnam Album 
The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1991, 8" x 8 1/2 ", hardcO\'er, 136 pages, 

$JQ.OO 

Over 100 photographs (color and black and white) illustrate classical 

images of Vietnam, its peoples and rituals. 

Vietnam: Land of the Blue Dragon 

by Martine Aepli, Hong Kong 1995. 12 W' x 13 W' Casebound, 168 

pages, color plates. Book and CD $60.00 

TIle history of Vietnam is shrouded in a rich oral lradition of myth and leg­

end. 1be counlt)' has forged its identity out of a historic duality that con­

tinues into !.he present day. Exquisi tely photographed. this book examines 

a1l aspects of Vietnamese history and mythology through images. poelt)' 

and running commentary. The book is accompanied by original music 

played on traditional Vietnamese instruments. 

REFERENCE 

Civil Code 
The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1996,5 1/2" x 8114", paper, 376 pages, 

$35.00 

The civi l code of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

> 

. labour Code 
The Gioi Publishers. Hanoi, 1994, 31/2" x 5". paper, 158 pages, !/5.00 

The labour code of !.he Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 

Oriental Philosophy Fundamentals and 
Fuuy Set East and West 

by Nguyen Hoang PhlWng, The Gioi Publishers, 1994, 7 1/2 " x 10 1/2 ", 

paper, 206 pages. $100.00 

Dr. guyen Hoang Phuong was born on March 27, 1927 in South 

Vietnam. From 1954, he taught Ma!.hematics. Theoretical Physics, espe­

ciaJly Theory of Groups, Theoretical Mechanics, Theory of Relativity. 

Quantum Mechanics. Theory of Elementary Panicles at the Hanoi State 

University (now Vietnam National University). 

Selected Writings by Truong-Chinh 

The Gioi Publishers. Hano;, 1994, 5 ~ x 7, ns pages. hardcover; $ 35.00 

This book. written in 1946. is a coiJection of articles published in the 

newspaper Su That on !.he occasion of the August Revolution. The text is 

written from a perspective that emphasizes the French colonists. The 

August Revolution was analyzed from a Marxist-Leninist viewpoint and 

viewed as the first victory in the national liberation movement. 

Selected Writings by Pham Van Dong 

The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1994, 5 ~ x 7. 410 pages, hardcover, $ 35.00 

This is a collection of reports and speeches from the period of 1945 to 

1975 by a fonner member of the PoliticaJ Bureau oftbe CentraJ Committee 

and Prime Minister. This book is written from a Marx.is t-Leninist view­

point and emphasizes the struggle against US intervention in Vietnam. 

Selected Writings by Le Duan 

The Gioi Publishers. Hanoi, 1994, 4 ~ x 7, 540 pages, hardcover, $ 35.00 

Le Duan writes from a Communist viewpoint and excerpts include parts 

o f speeches made at events such as the 1960 Communist Workers Party 

Central Committee Meeting, on the anniversary of the 80th binhday of 

Karl Marx and at !.he Women's Congress and Trade Union Congress. 

The Constitution of 19911 

The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1993, 31/2" x 5. paper, 80 pages, $10.00 

The Constitutions of Vietnam: 1946,1959, 

I 1980, and 19911 

The Gio; Publishers, Hanoi, 1995,5" x 7 1/2". paper, 216 pages, S25.00 

Vilith National Congress Documents 

The Gioi Publishers, HarlOi. 1996,5114" x 7 1/2", paper, 208 pages, 

$25.00 

The political report of the Central Committee at the end of 1996. 

Things Asian 

V ietnam: 1996-1997 

The Gioi Publishers, Halloi, 1997,5//4" x 7 1/2", paper, 98 pages, 

$/5.00 

This is an excerpt of the report made by Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet on 

October 15. 1996 in Hanoi. 

TRAVEL 

A Phoenix Rising - Impressions of Vietnam 

by Zoi Schramm-E .... ans. HarperColli'ls Publishers, 1996, 61/4 " x 9 

1/2". hard cover, 207 pages, $20.00 

In this thoughtful. infonnative and very personal account of a journey 

from Ho Chi Minh City and the Mekong Delta to Hanoi and Hslong Bay. 

Zoe Schramm-Evans delves behind the cliche-ridden images of Vie In am. to 

discover a counlt)' poised on the brink of the most remarkable politicaJ and 

sociaJ change. Throughout her travels she observes wi!.h humour, and occa­

sional despair, the energy. the excitement. the struggles and the sometimes 

surreal juxtapositions of old and new. East and West. which are Vietnam. 

Fielding's Vietnam including Cambodia and 

Laos 
by Wink Dulles, Fielding Worldwide, Redondo Beach. CA. 1997. 5" x 7", 

paper, 764 pages, $19.95 

Your ticket to adventure along Southeast Asia's new frontier. Your guide 

Wink Du1les has spent the beller pan. of five years in Southeast Asia. the 

lasl four as Southeast Asia correspondent for Fielding Worldwide. He's 

traversed Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand by motorcycle. his favorite 

means of transportation. He co-led the flfSt American motorcycle tour of 

Vietnam in February 1996. 

H anOi Atlas 
Editor: Tran Viet Anh, The Gioi Publishers. Halloi 1996, 7 *" x I'''. 

paper cover, 63 pages, color maps. $20.00 

A must if you are staying more than a few days or want to explore Hanoi 

beyond !.he central tourist area. The atlas's 15 color maps (15" x I I", I: to 

000 scaJe) give detailed infonnation on Hanoi. 22 pages of index of loca­

tions and 3 pages of street index make it easy to find destination . 

H anoi: Off the Beaten Path 
by Barbara Cohen, Global DirectiollS blcorporated. 1994, 1995, 8 1/2" x 

11 ", bound photocopies, voillme 1=1993; \'Olume 2= 1994, $/0.00 each 

A unique collection of reprinted articles that Barbara Cohen wrote for 

Vietnam News while living in Hanoi. Cohen captures the heart of Hanoi 

through her detailed descriptions of the city and Vietnamese culture. 

H anoi: Past and Present 
by Nguyen Vinh Phuc. The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi 1995, 4 1/2" x 8", 

paper cover, 303 pages, map (20" by 29" tourist map of Hanoi), color 

plates. !20.00. 

This is a versatile. multipurpose book that f31ls somewhere between a his-

Things Asian 

tory of Hanoi and a guidebook for fon:ign visitors. Hanoi: Past and 

Present recounts !.he history of Hanoi and explains the culture. economy. 

geography and weather of the city in great detail. A selection of photos 

provides a visuaJ overview of the lOOO-year-<>ld city. A wealth of more 

practical infonnation can be found in the section devoted to tourism which 

describes the sights worth seeing in Hanoi, including pagodas, temples. 

parks, lakes and museums. 

Hue: Monuments of an Ancient Capital 

by Mai Ung and Dao Hung. The Gioi Publishers. Hanoi 1993, 4 1/4 " x 7 

1/4", paper cover, 100 pages, maps, diagrams, photos. $/0.00 

A very good addition to Vietnam guidebooks, wi!.h detailed description of 

relics in and around Hue. Sites included are: the ImperiaJ CapitaJ, the Nam 

Giao altar, Van Thanh temple, Long An Temple - the Hue Museum of 

Antiquities, the Roy31 Tombs, the Amphitheater, well known pagodas, and 

!.he Pham Soi Chau memorial site. 

Map of Hanoi's Old Quarter 

by Barbara Cohen, Global Directions Incorporated, 1994, 11 " x 15", 

color, alillotated. $ /0.00 

llluSlrated by a local Hanoi artist and full of hand-written notes by 

Barbara Cohen. this map is the ideal companion for a self-guided tour of 

!.he old quarter. This map wiJI enable you to find well-known and nOi so 

welJ-known historical sites within !.he 36 streets of Hanoi. 

Rough Quide to Vietnam 
by Jan Dodd and Mark Lewis. Rough Guides, London, 1996.5" x 8", 

paper, 480 pages, $15.95 

A superb, up-to-date guidebook, the Rough Guide stands out in its orga­

nization and truly useful index. 

Rough QUide Vietnamese Phrasebook 

Rough Guides. London, 1996,4" x 51/2", paper; 232 pages. $5.00 

Our reviewer praised this as !.he most easy-to-use phrasebook made all the 

more accessible by its Vietnamese-English dictionary. 

Sapa 
Edited by Leigh Stubblefield, The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi, 1994,5 1/2" x 

8". 68 pages, $25.00 

This splendid Little resource book on Sapa gives a greater understanding 

of the regional history. culture and biology of the area. 

The Province of Ba Ria-Vung Tau 

The Gioi Publishers, Hanoi. 1994. 4 1/2 " x 8", paper, I 16 pages, $20.00 

Not only does this book give you what you want in a guidebook to the 

area, it also spotlights the growing industries there. You'U discover where 

the best beaches and sights are as weU as learn about the ways that the har­

bor and oil businesses are booming. 
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The Vietnam Ciuidebook 
by Barbara Cohen, Houghton MiJJlin. 1994, third edition, 464 pages, 

paper cO\'er, $19.95 

The VIetnam Guidebook. in its third edition. is a necessary resource for the 
firsHime traveler [Q Vietnam. The author. Barbara Cohen. served as a psy­
chiatrist during the Vietnam War and now lives in Hanoi. In this ins ightful 
guidebook. she pro\'ides infonnation regarding visa and entry require­
ments. health precautions. tips on traveling and accommodations. the his­
torical background ofYietnam. as well as the cu lture, climate. government. 
economy and language of the Vietnamese people. If you plan a trip to 
Vietnam, this practical book is an excel lent investment. 

V
an Mieu, The Temple of literature, 
A Walking Tour 

Text: Diane Niblack Fox and Nora A. Taylor. Tile Cio; Publishers. 1994,6 
112" x 9 3/4", paper COI'er. 40 pages, diagrams and color plmes. $/0.00 

Van Mieu (literally '1'emple of Literature") in the middle of Hanoi, is a 
quiet place where scholm come to read, artists come to paint and travelers 
come to see traces of nearly a thousand years of Vietnamese culture and 
history. This guidebook takes the reader step by step through Van Mieu's 
fi ve courtyards, explaining thei r symbolism and inscriptions. 

V ietnam 
Tile Gioi Publishers, Hanoi 1995, 5 114 " x 8", paper cover, 287 pages. 
map. photos. color plates. $J 5.00. Review b)' Steven Bailey (excerpt 
from "Through Vietnamese Eyes: New Guidebooks to VielIIalTl ". 
Destination:Vietnam, MaylJun 1996.) 

When you board your flight to Vietnam. you ought to consider bringing 
along IwO kinds of guidebooks. The first son of guidebook to include in 
your travel ki t is one written by a Western trave ler who has visited Vietnam 
and knows the country well . This kind of book is useful because the author 
shares your culture . He or she will have a prelly good idea of what you 
want to know about Vietnam. and will be able to explain these things in 
terms you can easily understand. 

1be second kind of guidebook worth taking with you is one by a 
Vietnamese author. This sort of book is \'aluable for its insider's view. 
Such a book wi ll tell you about Vietnam through the words of a knowl­
edgeable local. You will not just learn about Vietnam: you will learn what 
the Vietnamese think about Vietnam. Some good examples of this kind of 
book are printed by The Gioi Publishers of Hanoi. All their guidebooks 
ha\'e Vietnamese authors. 

One particularly useful book from The Gioi Publishers carries the 
straightforward title of Vietnam. This book provides a complete overview 
of Vietnam, and is meant to be more of a compendium of information about 
the country than a how-to travel guide. This book makes for good pre-trip 
reading. Everything you ever wanted to know about Vietnam. from annu­
al rice production to the nomenclature of ethn ic minorities. can be found in 
one of the books fi ve subsections. These are titled The Vielnamese Nation, 
The Economy. Education. 

Health, Sciences, Sports. and Culture, International Relations, and Tourist 
Information. The book is all the more interesting because it contains things 
a travel guide would never have, such as the Vietnamese national anthem 
and a portrait of Ho Chi Minh. Color and black-and-white photos and a 
detachable fold-out map of Vietnam supplement the text. 

If you are going there. Vietnam will prove to be an invaluable source of 
reference. It will not only provide you with facmal information about 
Vietnam-weather pauerns. transport networks. political history- but also 
ins ight into the Vietnamese themselves. 

Vietnam Country Map 
Periplus Edition, HOllg Kong. 4 ~ x 10 114, 17.95 

Fold-out map includes Hanoi area and city plans of Saigon, Hanoi. Oa 
Lat. Hue. Nha Trang. Oa ang. and Vung Tau. 

Vietnam Ciuide 
b)' Jud)' Moore, Open Road Publishillg. 1997.5 VI" x 8 VI". 288 pages. 

$14.95 

A comprehensive overview of a journey to Viemam including tips on 
preparation. suggested itineraries, tips on getting around. ambitious side 

trips and interesting places to stay. 

VOices & Visions 
A Journ f!y through Vietnam Today. b)' Carolljn Visser, Paladin Press, 
Colorado, 5 ¥2 "x 8 W '. lIarrl cover, 264 pages, $19.95 

Voices and Visions sweeps the reader along on Carolijn Visser's four-­
month journey through Vietnam and gives voice to the remarkable cast of 
characters - from prostitutes to princesses, from soldiers to singers. from 
peasants to priests - that inhabit Vietnam today. 

Caroije Visser arrived in Vietnam seventeen years after the end of the 
Vietnam war, anxious to reconcile her war-lime images with the realities of 
today. She roamed the Mekong Delta, wandered through Saigon and 
Hanoi, ventured into the Central Highlands and explored the old imperial 
capital of Hue. She d iscovered a country ravaged by decades of war but 
also fortified by its history, its culture. its geography. its vision for the 
future and especially its people. 

"The richness of Vietnam lies in its people who are natural storytellers. In 
Vietnam you can walk up to one on the streets and he or she will have a 

story to tell. ~ she says. 

Here. then. are their slories: A penniless father who sided with the 
Americans during the war; a singer in a Saigon hotel who dreams of Paris 
and sings of snow in her nightly show: an American GI who is curious 10 
discover more about the country he was once sent to defend: a diss ident 
writer who is grappling with his past as a Viet Cong soldier: a romantic 
poet who has befriended a princess descended from one of Vietnam's for­

mer emperors. 

Ever since a 1973 trip to Eastern Europe. Carolijn Visser has been unable 
to shake the tra\'el dust from her feet. In 198 1 Visser arrived in China j us t 
as it was opening its doors to individual travelers. Since then, she has con­
tinued to criss-cross the globe. regaling her readers with tales of sailing 
upriver on a Chinese junk. trekking on horseback through Mongolia and 
sojourning among Costa Rica's gold diggers. 

LnelY Planet travel guides 

• Bali and lombok, Sixth edition 
b)' James Lyoll. Lollely Planet. J996. 448 pages, 49 mops, SJ5.95 

Full of e\'erything you'll need to know. thi s title also includes a 32-page 
section on arts and crafts. 

• Cambodia: A travel survival kit 
b), Chris Taylor, TOllY Wheeler and Dalliel Robin.soll, Lonel)' Planet. 1996, 

5"x6~".170pages,115.95 
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Fully revised and updated, this ki t is an invaluable companion for your tri p 
to Camlxxlia. The only English language guide devoted solely to 
Camlxxlia. it contains full details on the magnificent ruins of Angkor Wat. 
the resurgent capital city of Phnom Penh and the latest infonnation on safe 
and affordable travel. 

• Indonesia, Fifth edition 
b)' Brendall Delahunty. et al., Lonel)' Plallet, 1996. r x 7 1,4". J056 
pages, 125.95 
This completely updated edition contains over 200 maps and lists hundred 

of places to stay for all budgets from huts to high-class hideaways. 

• Java: A travel survival kit 
by Peter Turner. Lollel), Planet. 1995,5" x 7 W'. 378 pages, 5/4.95 

Full details on trekking, national parks. relaxing hi ll resons, shopping. 
bargaining. hundreds of places to eat and stay. whatever your budget. 

• Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei: A travel sur­
vival kit 
b)' Peter Turner, Chris Taylor and Hugh Finla)'. Lollely Planet, 1996,5" x 
7 ~", 602 pages. 517.95 

This is the authoritative guide to where to stay and eat and how to get 
around with listings for all budgets and offers the lowdown on the best 
beaches. hill stations, national parks and jungle treks. from the peninsula to 
Borneo. 

• Myanmar IBurmal-A travel survival kit 
b)' Ton)' Wheeler &: Joe Cummings, Lollel), Plallet, 1996. Sixth Edition, 
400 pages, 49 maps, $13.95 

'This is Burma. and it will be quite unlike any land you know." So said 
Kipling in 1898. and a hundred years later you' lI say the same about 
Myanmar. This thoroughly revised edition, doubled in size, is the most 
comprehensive guide available to the 'Golden Land '. 

• Nepal, Third edition 
by Hugh Finla)" Lollely Planet, J996, 5" x 7 14",416 pages. $17.95 

The kingdom of Nepal is a fascinating blend of cultures and religions-a 
fe ni le land cradled by the world's highest mountains. The book includes 
comprehensive introductory sections on the people and cultures of Nepal. 

• Shopping for Buddhas 
by Jel!Gree,m'ald. Lonely Planet, J998, 5" x 8",208 pages, $10.95 

This is an engaging mix of travel narrative and cultural musings-includ ing 
spiritual materialism. the nature of contemporary travel and the quest for 
enlightenment. Set against the backdrop of the spectacular Himalayas. the 
book introduces the reader to the sights, sounds and smells of Katmandu 
and presents a kaleidoscopic array of characters and images. Greenwald 
offers an irreverent but illuminating look at the panoply of Hindu de ities 
and the many forms taken by the Buddha. He also incl udes an electric list 
of individ uals. past and present. whom he believes to be Bodhisallvas-nom­
inating people as diverse as Pablo Picasso, Mother Teresa and Gene 
Roddenberry. 

• Southeast Asia on a shoestring, Ninth edition 
by Peter TUnler, et al.. umel)' Planet, J997, 5" x 71,4". 1024 pages, 164 
mops, S2 I .95 

This comprehensive guide to Southeast Asia contains all of the informa-
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lion you'll need for independent travel throughout the region. 

• Taiwan-A travel survival kit 
by Robert Storey, Lonel)' Planet. 1994. Third Edition. 360 pages, wit'l 12 
pages color, 70 maps, $14.95 

Early Ponuguese traders called Taiwan ' lhla Fonnosa' or Beautiful Island . 
Today. amid its flourishi ng traditional Chinese cu lture, Taiwan has built 
one of the world's most dynamic te-dde-oriented economies. Explore lhe 
treasures of China's emperors. try snake soup in a Taipei night market. stay 
overnight in a Buddhist monastery. explore remote aboriginal villages or 
just relax in therapeutic hot springs. From the chaotic boom town of Taipei 
to remote Buddhist temples and spectacu lar mountain scenery, thi s practi­
cal guidebook is the perfect companion whether you're travelling to Taiwan 
for business or pleasure. 

• Thailand-A travel survival kit 
b)' Joe Cummings, Lonel)' Planet. 1995, Si.:r:th Edition, 764 pages with 16 
pages color. 128 maps. $18.95 

This award-winning guidebook is the essential resource for independent 
travellers. It·s fu ll of down-to-earth information and reliable advice for 
every budget. And there are hundreds of tips on pi tfalls to avoid and high­
lights that shouldn' t be missed . 

• Thailand's Islands and Beaches 
by Joe Cummings and Nieko GO'lcharoff, Lonely Plallet. 1997, 5 N x 7 1,4" , 

456 pages. 67 mops, S15.95 

The alluring islands and beaches of Thailand abound in wildlife. coral 
reefs. limestone cliffs and hidden lagoons. This guide will help travelers on 
any budget discover the secrets of this breathtaking region. 

• Vietnam-A travel survival kit, Fourth edition 
by Roben Storey and Dalliel Robinson. Lollel), Planet, 1997. j " x 7 ~". 

552 pages, S 16.95 

This full y updated guide to Vietnam gives you the lowdown on trekking 
in the highlands, taking a boot trip in the Mekong Delta or sailing on 
HaJong Bay. this book will tell you how to do it. 

> 77 maps, including color country maps with highlights 

> recommended places to stay and eat for a ll budgets 

> useful language section and glossary 

> information on visit ing hi ll tribes 

Lnety Planet travel atlases 
Full color maps wi th locator maps, comprehensive index. infonnation on 

getting around. AU maps are checked by Lonely Planet authors on the 
road. 

• laos travel atlas 
b)' Joe Cumming')'. Lonel), Plallet, 1997.6 318" x 9". soft cover. 45 pages, 
color maps, $ 12.95 

Two locator country maps. 7 two-page route maps. 1.1.000.000 scale. J 2-
page location index. 

• Thailand travel atlas 
by Joe Cummings and Richard Nebesky, LoneJ)' Planet. J995, 63/8" x 
9", soft cOI'er, 44 pages. $8.95 

Eleven route maps in I: J .000.000 scale cover the whole country. to 
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accompany the Lonely Planet Thailalld guidebook. Maps were checked by 
Lonely planet's writers for accuracy. 

• Vietnam travel atlas 
by Roben Storey, umely Planet. 1996, 6 3/8" x 9", soft CO I'er. 50 Pages, 
color mnps, $9.95 

A localor country map leads you to 14 two-page route maps covering the 
who le country in I: 1,000.000 scale. The atlas is designed to be a compan­
ion to the Lone ly Planet Vielllam guidebook. A comprehensive index 
ensures easy location-find ing and includes a separate listing of cultural fea­
tures. 

Lnely Planet phrasebooks 
For many tra\'elers, learning a lillie of the language of the country they are 

in is the most enjoyable pan of a trip. These handy liule books (fit easily 
into a shirt px:ket) will certainly help. 

• Burmese phrasebook, Second edition 
Lollely Plallet, 1996, 3 W' of 5". 176 pages. $5.95 

• Lao phrasebook 
Lonely Plallet. 1996. 3 W' x 5", 176 pages. $5. 95 

• Malay phrasebook 
Lollely Planet, 1997,3 Vl" x 5 ", 130 pages. 55.95 

• Mandarin phrasebook, Third edition 
Lollely Planet. 1997. 3 v.:" x 5". 192 pages, $5. 95 

• Tagalog (Pilopino) phrasebook (Second edition! 
ume/y Plallet. 1998. 3 W' x 5". 240 pages. $5. 95 

• Thai Hill Tribes phrasebook 
by David Bradle)~ Lollely Planet. 3 W' x 5", 184 pages. $4.95 

• Thai phrasebook 
by Joe Cummillgs. Lonely Plallet, 3 W' x 5 "', 208 pages. $5. 95 

• Tibetan phrasebook (Second edition! 
Lollely Plallet. 1997. 3 V2" x 5". 160 pages. $4.95 

• Vietnamese phrasebook 
Lollely Plallet. 1996.3314 " x 5", soft CO I'er. 172 pages. $5.95 

Lnely Planet city guides 

• Bangkok city guide 
by Joe Cummjngs. Lollely Planet. 1995, 332 pages with color througholll. 

II maps. $9.95 
Bangkok is one of the world 's most exciti ng - and overwhelming - cities. 

This indispensable guide is packed with suggestions and insider tips on 
how to get the most out of your visit . This guide provides practical infor­
malion for independent tnwelers; accommodation suggestions from fi ve 
star to five do llars; restaurant recommendations for every budgct: ..... alking 
tours. river boat trips and all the city sights: a shoppi ng guide to strctch 
your imagination: a language section . incl uding Thai script: and II color 
maps. 

• Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) guide 
by Roben StOff),. Lonely Planet. 1995. 260 pages. J2 maps, $9.95 

An up-to-date guide to the largest city in Vietnam. If you are staying more 
than a day and want to get to know Saigon a little beuer, this is the guide 
for you . 

• Hong Kong city gUide 
by Nicko GOllcl/aroff. Lollely Plallet. 1996.352 pages. 16 maps. $ 12.95 
This book will help travelers discover the essence of Asia's most dynam­

ic city as it races towards an exciting new em. In an easy-to-usc. pocket­
sized fomlat. Lone ly Planet's Hong Kong city guide contains pmctical 
information for both leisure and business travelers. comprehensivc listings 
of hotels, bar.; and restaurants for all budgets and tastes and full dctails on 
cultural. historic and scenic sights. In addition there are suggestions for 
day lOps to the Outlying Islands and Macau, concise language sections 
with Chinese script. sample menus as well as an eight-page fu ll-color map 
section. 

• Jakarta city guide 
by Peter Turner. Lollely Planet, 1995. 3 W' x 7 W ', 280 pages, 16 maps, 
$9.95 

A handy guide 10 exploring the ins and outs of Jakana. the focal point of 
Indonesia. Get suggestions for things to see and do. excursions and an 
overview of this city's rich paSl. 

• Seoul city guide 
by Roben Storey, Lonely Plallet. 1996, 256 pages, 6 maps. $ / 1.95 
Th is pocket-sized guide is indispensable for visitors. whether they are 

business people or backpackers or both. It contains map keys with Korean 
script for easy place-name identification. loads of entertainment options 
from karaoke to traditional the~lt'er. comprehensive transportation informa­
tion including a subway map. a fuJl -color map section and suggestions for 
hundreds of places to stay and eat for every budget. 

• Singapore city guide, Third edition 
by Peter rumer. Lollely PIQtlet. 3 W' x 7 W·. 288 pages, $9.95 

Exotic Singapore is a melting pot of cultures. cuisine and unexpected 
pleasures and this guide comes with 12 maps and practical ti ps to make 
sure you enjoy your stay in th is bustling island republic. 

• Tokyo city guide, Second edition 
by Chris Rowthom . Lollely Planet. 1996. 224 pages. $14.95 
Soaring skyscrdpers. elabomte Buddhist temples. trendy boutiques and 

splendid museums make To\...-yo a fascinating city 10 explore . 

Moon Publications 
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For your trips around Asia. these guides wi ll come in handy. Handbooks 
are available for: Bangkok ($13.95), Hong Kong (S I5.95). Indonesia 
($25.00). Southeast Asia ($2 1.95). Thailand (5 19.95) and Vietnam. 
Cambodia and Laos ($1 8.95). 

• Staying Healthy 
Mooll Publications. $ // .95 
Whether you are just tmveling through the region or staying a wh ile, this 

book is a powerful tool to help you maintain good health. Author Dr. 
Schroeder offers a comprehensive overview of the most common health 
problems travelers encounter, along with lips on how to avoid them. 
Detailed sections on immunization. nutri tion. fi rst aid, and mental att itude 
will give you the knowledge you need to keep your travels healthy, safe. 
and enjoyable. 

• The Practical Nomad: How to Travel Around 
the World 
by Edward Hasbrouck. Moon TrUl'el Handbooks, Chico. CA, 1997, 5" x 
8 ", paper. 566 pages, $ 17.95 
The Internet's best-known authority on international airfares provides 

business and pleasure seekers with insider secrets that airl ines and tour 
opemtors don' t want you to know. 

• Thailand Handbook 
by Carl Parkes. Moon. / 997. 5 " x 7 W', 828 1Klges. $19.95 
Comprehe nsive coverage of Thailand's major cultural festivals, arts. 

dances. symbology and religion. Insightful essays on such topics as mon­
sters of the Mekong and the fate of the Thai elephant. 

D estination:Vietnam 
published by Global Directions II/corporated, San Frallcisco, Califom ia 
since 1994. bi-monthly. 8318 " x 10 718". back isslles $5 per copy 
Destillatioll:Viel1lam is a bi- monthly 64 page color magaz.ine designed for 

the American travele r lind business- person headed for Vietnam. 
Destillatiofl :Vietllam includes articles on when and how to travel to 
Vietnam, as well as what to do when you get there, complete with itiner­
aries and maps. Destillatioll:Viem(lt11 offers stories of local culture, an. cui­
sine, music. history, tips o n shopping and trave l essays with beautiful pic­
tures. 

Fro m September 1994 to Dece mber 1997. 20 issues o f 
DestinatiQfI : Vieltlllm were pri nted. As of Janu ary 1998. 
Destillatioll:Viefnam became an on line magaz.ine avai lable at www.desti­
nationvietnam.com 

Back Issues 

• September/October 94 
Hanoi's Old Quancr: The 36 streets - Barbara Cohen · The Spirit of 

Hanoi - Dana Sachs · A City in Rux - Dick Pirozzolo • Nice Finds: 
Vientiane Detour · Cult ure : Van Mieu: The Temple of Literature · Trave l 
lips . Arts: The Oldest Embroidery Shop in Hanoi· Cuisine : A Long and 
R avorful History · Touring: Cycling Vietnam: A Personal View · Books: 
The Making o f A Passage to Vietnam . Books: A Review of Susan 
Brownmiller's Seeing Vietnam · Directory: GalleriesIHotelsIRestauf3nts 

• November/December 94 

On the Road to Dien Bien Phu - Michae l McDonell · We' ll Get There 
When We Get There - Robert A. Hanes & Lynne Watenpaugh • A Culinary 
Tour of the Land of the Ascending Dragon - Richard Sterling · ice Finds: 
Cafe 252 Side Trips: Ridi ng the Eastern & Oriental Express· Arts: 
Woodblocks · Touring: Golfi ng Vietnam · Cuisi ne: Pizza Comes to Hanoi. 
Review of A Little Italian & Sunset Pub . Books: Going wi th the Right 
Guidebook· Directory: Galleries I Hotels I Restaurants 

• January/February 95 
Tet - Dana Sachs · Traditional Festi vals o f Vietnam - Barbara Cohen · 

Driving Highway One - Lisa Spivey and Albert Wen · ' ice Fi nds: A View 
from the Rex· Travel lips . Cu isine: Recipes. Pho Bo (Beef Soup); Banh 
Cuon Tom Viet Nam (Shrim p Crystal Spri ng Ro lls); Goi Du Du (Green 
Papaya Salad) . Books: Early Travelers' Tales· Culture : Pmycr Flags· 
Directory: Tours I Travel Agents 1 Galleries I Hotels I Restaurants 

• Marchi April 95 
Life on the Mekong, Photography - Lou Dematteis. Text - Sarah Tilton · 

Cruising Vietnam - Lisa Spivey and Albert Wen · The Bun Cha Obsession 
- Nguyen Qui Duc • Nice Finds: Hanging out in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Review of Le P' lit Bistrot & Q- Bar · Culture: The Exotic Sounds ofCa Tru 
· Travel Tips · Books/Movies: Vietnam on Video. Review of Vietnam: Land 
of the Ascending Dragon · Directory: Cruise Companies / Vietnamese Tour 
Operators I Trave l Agents 

• May/June 95 
Rice. Photogmphy - Lou Dematteis, Text - Sarah Tilton· Bat Trang -

Dana Sachs · Cham Museum - Tmn Ky Phuong · Nice Finds: Cafe Lam · 
An Artist and Her Work: Dinh Y Nhi . Books: Culture Briefi ng: Vietnam · 
Culture: Shuttlecock Travel Ti ps Happeni ngs: Hanoi Marathon 
Directory : International Air Service to Vietnam 

• July/August 95 
Escape to Vu ng Tau . Photography - Lou Dematteis. Text - Sarah Tilton · 

Motorcycl ing in Vietnam - Robert Strauss · Bunnese Days - A.R. West · 
Nice Fi nds: Vung Tau Ferry · An : Nguyen Quan's Apotheosis· Backseat 
Driving · An Artist and His Work: Vien Thuc . Traveling on Business . 
Online: Destination:Vietnam is on the Web · Travel Tips: Getting Around 
Ho Chi Minh City . Water Puppets 

• September/October 95 
Haiphong. Photography - Lou Dematteis, Text - Sarah Ti lton • 

Honeymooning in Vietnam - Robert Strauss · Chua Mia and Chua Thay -
Dana Sachs • An Artist and His Work: Le Doi . Culture: Celebrating the 
Mid-Autumn Ch ildren's Festival · Underwater: Scuba Diving in Nha Trang 

Online: Destination:Vietnam is on the Web Nice Finds: A Perfect 
Evening in Hanoi 

• November/December 9S 
Do Son. Photography - Lisa Spivey & Albert Wen · Go lfing in Vietnam -

Robert Strauss · Bicycling Vietnam - Bill Fridl • Dalat Tapestry - Kim Fay 
• Nice Finds: Maxim·s· Culture: White Horse Temple · Markets: Leaning 
over the Woks · Lodging: Spider Web, Tree House. Hotel · Cafe: A Poet's 
Comer in Dalat . Cuisine : Vietnamese Restaurant Reviews · An Artist and 
Her Work: Tran Tuyet-Mai . Tmvel Tips 

• January/February 96 
360 Days a Year - Robert Strauss · My Passage to Vietnam. Photography 
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- Denise Rocco · RJver Dreams - Scou Wild· Tet Paintings - Jim 
Sweeney· Nice Finds: Continental Dri ft · Art: Indochina Arts Project· 
Sidetrips: Laos Culture: Music Books: After Sorrow & Mekong 
Directory: Hanoi Hotels 

• Marchi April 96 
Taking the Hue Train - Ira Barrows • VielOam in Black and White, 

Photography - Peter Steinhauer· Global Volunteers - Sarah Ti lton· Nice 
Finds: Bookstores of Saigon· An Artist and His Work: Le Thanh Minh · 
Sidetrips: Bangkok· Cullure: Ao Oai . Books: Sketches for a Portrait of 
Vietnamese Culture· Directory: Ho Chi Minh City Hotels 

• May/June 96 
Escape to Cat Ba Island - Robert Strauss • Exploring Cambodia, 

Photography - Thomas Gettelfinger · A Musical Odyssey - Joyce Gregory 
• Nice Finds; The Majestic Hotel · Art: An American Artist in Hanoi · 
Sidetri ps: Hong Kong Culture: Eating Your Way lbrough Vietnam 
Books: Trave l Guides 

• July/August 96 
Changing Fortunes - Robert Strauss · Walking Hanoi's Old Quarter -

Lisa Spivey and Albert Wen · Fansipan and Sapa - Jeremy Finn and 
Stanley KJein • Nice Finds: My Khe Beach . Traditional Festvals in 
Vietnam Cuisine: Vegetarian Food in Hanoi Culture: The Hanoi 
Women's Museum · Books: Past and Present Vietnam 

• September/October 96 

Tam Dao Hill Station - Robert Strauss · VielOam, Land of the Blue 
Dragon, Photography - Martine Aepti • Making Silk in Lam Dong - Ann 
R. Braun· Books: The Traditional Village in Vietnam and Anc ient Town 
of Hoi An . Cuisine: Hanoi's Hoa Sua· Culture: Sketches for a Portrait of 
Vietnamese Culture · Shopping for Silk in Hanoi· Sidetrips: Indonesia 

• November/December 96 
Chau Doc - Thinh Le • Visit to Hoi An - Jacquelin Sonderling • A Portrait 

of Vietnam - Lou Dematteis · Sidetrips: The Charm of Distance· Books: 
Arts, Hue and Ethnic Minorities in Vietnam · Cruising; Andrew Pham does 
Vietnam on a shoe-string · Christmas in Ho Chi Minh City· Circus! Circus! 

• January/February 97 
Customs and Culture of Vietnam - Steven Bailey· A Visit with the Hill 

Tribes - Alison Wright· Vietnam - Mitch Epstein· The Meaning of Tet . 
Cuisine: Review of Dining with Headhunters· ice Finds: Coco Beach · A 
Tet Celebration· Books : Environ ment and Bioresources of Vietnam and 
Battle of Dien Bien Phu . Cruising: Jacquelin Sonderl ing cycles to Nha 
Trang· Culture: Vietnamese Table Etiquene· Football ! 

• March/April 97 
Life Along the Mekong - Fritz Nordengren • My Due - Graham Simmons 

• Festival - Lisa Spivey & Albert Wen· Art: Truong Dinh Hao . Side Trips: 
Kuala Lumpur· Culture; Ancestors· Culture: Paper Street · Making the 
film ;'Burning Incense" 

• May/June 97 
Traveling to Tra Vinh - Fritz Nordengren • Return to Vietnam - Mai Pham 

• Portraits of Vietnam - Mark Harri s · Mekong - Michael Yamashita · Side 

Trips: Singapore· First person: From Both Sides Now· A Place to Call 
Home· Book Reviews 

• July/August 97 
Travels with T.S. Ernie - Fritz Nordengren • In Search of a Hmong King 

- Leslie Nevison· Portraits of Indochina - Dana Kress · The Story of Nom 
- Sarah Tilton • The History and Mystery of Ceramics Vietnamese 
Sayings· An Artist and his Work: Dao Hai Phong . Book Reviews 

• September/October 97 

Hoi An Interlude - Kim Fay · Theatre - Photography by Joseph Mc aUy 
• Rise of the Resort - Annabel Jackson· Travel Tips: Obtaining your visa 
to Vietnam · Hoi An 's Tam Tam Cafe· The Tmn family home in Hoi An · 
Phu Quae for the weekend· Tam and Cam· Diving in Danang . An Artist 
and his Work: Hoang An . Video Review 

• November/December 97 

Vietnamese Art: A Passion for Painting - Nora Taylor · Shopping in Ho 
Chi Mjnh City - Annabel Jackson · Butterllies on Wheels - Tom Cockrem 
• NOll Hal - Steven Bailey · A Month of Smi les - Jul ian Cabrera with 
sketches by Jane Cabrera· Nice Finds: Morni ng on the Banana Boat Canal 
· Art: The Changing Face of Hanoi· Side Trips: Buon Ma Thuot . Monkey 
Island · Dalat . Cuhure: How the Tiger got his Stri pes ' Book Review: 
Lonely Planet's Vietnamese Phrasebook 

Gift Items 

desktop model, 3~" H x 5 W ' \V, $/0.00 

The cycla (:rich 10), short for the French cyclo-pousse, is the most conve­
nient way to get around the cities of Vietnam. It is the best way to wander 
around the city, especially when it is too hot to walk any distance. Stop 
anywhere you like. as frequentl y as your whim dictates. You can hire your 
own private cyclo for as little as US$ 1 per hour. Just remember 10 negoti­
ate before you start your journey. 

Cyc!oWatch 
comes in It-'omen's and mell 's models. $25.00 each 

The Gallery Cyclo logo watch makes a perfect gift fo r that special person 
interested in Vietnam. 

Dong Ho prints 
l'arioll5 images, from Dong Ho village. Ha Bae province, 10" x 14 ", 
shrinkwrapped, $75.00 each. see our web site for full selection. 

Multicolored Tel paintings from the village of Dong Ho, near Hanoi, are 
synonymous throughout Vietnam with the Tet festiva l. They have long 
been an indispensable element for bringing in the new year in Vietnam. 
The paintings, actually prints produced on engraved wooden blocks, are 
noted for the ir bright colors and luminous backgrounds. 
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In an article in the winter 1994 issue of the journaJ Asian Art & Culture, 
art cri tic Jeffrey Hantover said "the path to Vietnamese modernism went 
through the village:' 

Hantover, an expert on contemporary Vietnamese art, said that in Tet 
woodblock prints from Dong Ho, as well as other traditionaJ crafts, "north­
ern artists discovered the affinity between their indigenous aesthetic and 
that of early modernism: multiple perspectives, flatness, picture plane tilt­
ed forward, asymmetry, lyricaJ distortion of reaJity, color chosen for its 
expressive power." 

Tet prints, sometimes called woodblock paintings. are bought at the time 
of the Lunar New Year festival. They have varied subject matter, depicting 
scenes of rural life. Vietnamese history and legends. lbe prints also depict 
religious scenes, good-luck signs. popular allegories. landscapes and recre­
ational activities. The most popular prints display themes and messages 
that would be common in aJmost any society: wishes for prosperity. good 
heaJth, many children, good crops. 

Certain scenes and themes have become very popular for Dong Ho prints. 
One of the most popular is called Dai Cat, or "great luck." This scene 
shows a rooster, symbolic of a good stan to the day as well as of peace and 
courage. Another scene, Ga Dan, shows a flock of chickens. The mean­
ing is a wish to have numerous children and grandchildren. 

Lcquer Boxes 
made in Vietnam, set of three, $30 per set 

The Vietnamese have icnown the techniques cf lacquer work since ancient 
times when it was used for the waterproofing of barges. Under the reign of 
Le Nhan Ton (1443-1460) the technique also became used for decorative 
items. 

Lacquerware is an incredibly time consuming an fonn. Lacquer itself is 
a natural resin that is found by tapping the cay son tree. It is milky-white 
in its natural state. and is made black by mixing with resin for over forty 
hours in an iron container. The iron oxide blackens the lacquer, and the 
resin gives it a gloss. 

lbe process begins after finding the correct wood which is then coated, 
filled and sanded over several weeks time. The lacquering art itself 
requires ten base coats, and each coat takes one week to dry and then must 
be sanded before the next coat is applied. A specially prepared fine lacquer 
which has been blackened by the iron-oxide is required for the eleventh 
coat. During this stage, no dust may touch the object, and the final sand­
ing coat is done with fine coal powder and whitewash. The workers polish 
the surface with their palms until it becomes shiny. 

Land of the Ascending Dragon postcard 
book 

30 Postcards selected from the book Vietnam: Land of the Blue Dragon by 
Martine Aepli. 59.95 per postcard book 

Vietnam Art Posters 
GlobaJ Directions Incorporated specially commissioned San Francisco 

artists Arnold Iger and Paul Kwan to create a series of paintings for 
Destination: Vietnam magazine. 

Arnold and Paul embody the union of East and West in art and in life. 
Arnold. originally from New York, and Paul, an ethnic Chinese who immi­
grated from Vietnam in 1973, produced these paintings using rich, lumi­
nous oil paints to depict the country' s long histOf)'. 

Both artists found Vietnam an interesting anistic subject and strove to cap­
ture a sense of timelessness. "We want people to enjoy this, " explains Iger. 
"Vietnam is changing. These paintings acicnowledge the past and keep hope 
open for the future ." 
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Arnold and Paul are involved in a variety of projects and recent1y received 
an award for their video " Anatomy of a Springroll" which uses food as a 
metaphor for culture . Among their works·in· progress is a PBS speciaJ 
"Pins and Noodles," an hour long show about food as medicine in the 
Chinese tradition (pins refers to acupuncture needles). 

These paintings have been used as covers for Destination: Vietnam maga­
zine. 

Three of these paintings are available as art posters, ready-to-frame. They 
are titled 'Vietnam". "Hanoi" and "Ho Chi Minh City". The posters are 
printed in full color, on # 1 grade 80 Ib cover stock, and measure approxi­
mately 20" by 24". ($25.00 each) 

Vietnam notecards 
15 nOlecams, made from vignettes of the three paintings above by Arnold 
Iger and Paul Kwan. The set of 15 cards is ideal for sending off a quick 
lIote with a tOllch of Vietnam. ($3.75 per set of 15) 

Vietnamese Pottery 
The production of ceramics in Vietnam dates back to the reign of 

Emperor Trieu Vu De (207· 137 s.c.). lbroughout lime, evidence of these 
art objects has been discovered during the excavations of tombs, and whi le 
digging the irrigation canaJs which are found throughout the country. 

The most well known ceramics have come from Bal Trang (outside of 
Hanoi), where they have adopted the use of molds and lathes and more 
elaborate glazes. Long ago, the inhabitants of this village erected a temple 
in memory of the teacher and his students which introduced the art to the 
village. 

The pottery featured here is fro m the countryside. It was not envisioned 
as decorative art, but as part and parcel of the total environment in daily 
life. Each piece is unique because they are made by hand by people who 
work in the fields the rest of the day. These vessels are used for practical 
purposes, and are found in the homes of the villagers. During our travels 
we became convinced that their simplicity would make for beautiful deco­
rative art in our homes in America. 

Vietnamese art has traditionally adj usted the scale of each piece to strive 
for unity and harmony by blending with their natural surroundings. These 
pots reflect that harmony, and we hope you enjoy them as much as we do . 

• Kitchen Jar 
jar, 13" by 10", $25 + $10 s/h 

An everyday kitchen jar used for storing liquids such as water, rice wine 
or oil, this jar would look great on any shelf and can be used as a vase. 

• Pickle jar 
jar, 20" tall. 550 + $15 s/h 

The pickle jar is used locally to store food throughout the year. lbis 20" 
tall j ar would be beautifu l in an entry.'Way, a stair landing or by the fireplace. 

• Sticky rice pot 
pol, /4" by /5 ", $25 + $1Os/h 

Designed for making a staple cuisine of the area, this pot has holes in the 
bottom to allow for steam to come through. Works very well as a contain­
er for plants. 

• Teapots 
teapots, approximately 6" by 5 ", $20 + $/0 s/h 
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W ater Puppets 

Direction of the Central Troupe of Vietnamese Puppets. a govemmem 
agency, and they receive Special grants when they perform outside the 
country. 

each Olle of Ihese unique original "',mer puppets from one of the oldeSI 
wafer puppet troupes ;n Vietnam ;s indh'idually priced. Price range: $250 
10 SI.OOO. Su Our web sife for selection and al'ai/ability. 

The an of Water puppetry. or mua roi nuoc. has roots that dale back to the 
tenth ccmury when it originated in the Red River Delta area of northern 
Vietnam. The farmers in the region celebrated festivals and harveslS by 
performing this unique art form. Over the years, different Villages have 
developed their Own personal water puppet plays 10 mark certain baules or 
evems. 

W OOd Block prints by Dinh luc 
mr;ous images, by D;nh Luc. approximately 7" x 7", shrinkwrapped, 
$75.00 each. see our web site for filII selection. 

Originally. the puppetry was a/ways performed on a siage buill in ponds. 
Wires were strung between slakes and as many as 200 scenes about village 
life and legends could be acted OUI. Today a show usually only incorpo­
roUes about Iwemy five scenes. Some of the stages were permanent. bUi 
most were temporary wooden or bamboo structures in the shape of a lem-
pie which would be PUI up on special occasions. 

The puppets are made of wood and usually sland sixteen inches high. but 
can be as tall as three feet. The puppet always has two parts: the body 
which is seen above the Water. and the base which is under the water. The 
head and the arms are usually movable and are sometimes attached with 
cloth. The strings or wires used to connect the different parts of the puppets 
body can be made OUt of many things - even twisled hair covered with a 
layer of wax. The puppets may take on a lacquered look after being paint­
ed many times with a vegetable-based paint. 

There are three ways of operating the puppets. Some puppets are allached 
to a long bamboo pole and dipped in and out of the water by a person 
behi nd a rallan cunain. The larger puppets are onen attached to a round 
wooden disc which can serve as a Ooating auachment to the poles. Some 
puppets use a combi nation of bolh and may have a rudder to help gu ide 
them. 

Learning to manipulate the puppets is usually a tradition that is passed on 
as a fami ly secret. It takes a great deal of skill and because the puppeteers 
hands are underwater it is easy for them 10 hide their methods. Up to three 
poles are used with the puppets attached to the middle pole and the other 
rods supporting the puppet·s. The legs don't move. Behind the stage. there 
is usually a central place to rest the puppets not in morion. and some pup­
peteers operate more than one figure at a time. 

The technique has not changed much s ince water puppets were fmil cre­
ated. although natural ponds have been replaced by nine-feet-long portable 
water basins. The stage is actually rectangular and is broken up into three 
areas. The puppets are kept on the Ooor above the two side rooms and the 
musicians play from one side. 

Woodblock craft is a time-honored an that holds a special place in 
Vietnam's cu ltural history. By the latc 11th or early 12th century, the 
Vietnamese were already prodUcing collections of Buddhist Sutras through 
woodblock printing. The use o f woodblocks for decordtivc purposes 
evolved later-in the late 18th century. HistOrically, creativity in the carv-
ing of WoodblOCks was discouraged. Instead, their primary purpose was to 
relate a well-lOved and known story or theme. Since the emphasis was on 
recognition rather than artistry. older Vietnamese prims rarely carned the 
name of the artist. Instead, they bore the name of the location where they 
were produced. 

1\vo separate slyles of Woodblock printing evolved at Iwo locations in the 
Red River Delta. The village of Dong Ho in the Ha Bac province near 
Hanoi is well-known even today for its production of woodblock prints. 
The prints from this village reflect daily coumry life. and are execUied with 
a coarse but fresh technique in bold. clear OUtlines. In Hanoi. Hang Trong 
Street produced a more urbane type of print. Dating from the 17th to 18th 
centuries, the subject matter in these prints was more elegam and the lines 
more subtle than those of Dong Ho village. 

In the Woodblock printing process, the design is first painted on a wood­
en board which is then carved. After the artist engraves the pattern on the 
woodblock. he prints it on paper cO\'cred with a paste of ground sea shells. 
He then colors the picture with natural materialS-black from charcoal, red 
from ochre, brown fro m yams, yellow from day lilies. 

Painter Dinh Luc, whose woodblock prims are featured here, captures 
Hanoi's historic charm. From t'r.:Jditional festivals and temples to folklore 
and the 36 Streets. Luc 's su bjects evoke the Vietnam of his childhood. Luc 
creates hi s works in strong black ink on tradirional thin do paper. All his 
works are square. Luc says that this is "a way to focus the viewer's atten­
tion for a deeper look at details." His pictures of old Hanoi life are con­
ceived in modem settings with tOUches that evoke the past. 

Luc's Woodblock depicting Hang Mam. a street historically known for its 
fish sauce. includes fou r litlle fish drying on a roof. In his prim of Hang 
Thice (Tinsmith Street), Luc shows tinsmiths squalling Over their work in 
a tribute to the street's tradition. In Other prints. he shows the familiar xoan 
tree which typically shades Hanoi's Sloping tile roofs and women vendors 
in ba tam hats-the old style wheel shaped hats. 

A native Hanoian, Dinh Luc aims to preserve the paSI heritage of his 
motherland. His works are truly Vietnamese in inspiration and execution. 

The faSCinating part is that the central room is below the water line, and 
the ptJppeteers stand in the waist-deep water. A raUan cunain hides them. 
but they can see the stage and the audience through the bamboo slats 

Water has always played a central role in Vietnamese culture. And the 
word for water. nuoc. also means country or nation. The puppets advance 
and retreat in the water with the wave SOund always being an important fac­
tor. The water must be a little muddy just like the ponds were so that the 
poles and mechanics can be Obscured. 

Y our very own CyclO 

People who have seen water puppet performances often remember the 
music that goes along with the show. The drum beats more and more quick­
ly as the show is about to begin. There is a drummer and gong and chants 
and songs to help animate the story. and the percussion inslrumems accom­
pany the gestures to kccp up the rhythm of a performance. The music also 
often introduces the theme of the play. No perfonnance is complete with_ 
OUt firecrackers which add to the excitement. 

In the past. the puppeteers were peasanlS and belonged to a guild. As time 
went on. permission to enter the guild was more and more selecti\'e and the 
head of the guild. or ong trum. was responsible for many things including 
finances because the performances were free. Today the puppeteers in the 
Central Troupe are professionals who receive a monthly salary from the 

You won' t find this one at the Sharper Image or in the eiman Marcus 
Christmas catalogue. Imponed from Vietnam by Global Directions 
Incorporated, this cydo (or xich 10) is one made Specially for us. Very few 
cyclos are in this country and you will Probably be the only one in your 
town to have one. 

Some assembly required, no battery needed. easy to opernte. strong mus­
cles helpful. $3.000.00 fob San Francisco. 
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Music 
Music CDs are $25.00 each 

MUSiC from Vietnam 
. .. of musicians fro m the tradi-

The Phong Long (Orchi~) Group, conslsbtmg s its "'new tradi tional music" 
" f 'he HanOI Conservatory, ase d 

lional section 0 . . . both arrangements an 
k d d·tional musIc fonns. uSing 

on earlier fo l an tra I . . I'd' The vocalist Quy Bon, together 
new compos itions in the tradiliona I 10m. 1 of Hat Cheo the repertoire of 

. rfonns some examp es . . 
with accompamsts. pe. d Hat Chau van _ ritual mUSIC 
the trad itional popular mUSIC dramas,;n tion of saints Folk singers of 
linked with the typically Vie~amese ~:~ specimens of its typical style 
both sexes from Ha Bac provmce ~on and instrumentalist Kim Sinh per­

f folk singing. Hat Quan ho, and smger " wed" 
~orms songs and music from the exciting world of opera rene . 

MUSiC from Vietnam 2: The City of Hue 
. od' be t with a typical dash 

This music is known for its distinctive ~e.' :..e f~~:d in the kingdom of 
of melancholy. Many believe that the °dngl~,s . [00 AD Doan Nghe That 

t ries before an all e.. . 
Champa for many cen ~ lh d f the Vietnamese impenal 

Th Hue carnes back to e ays 0 .. 
Truyen ong , ' 11 more ancient musical tradition, Th Doan Ca Hue represents a s I ...L. lh 
coun. e . . A" Hoa they also perfonn the Illy _ 
typical of ~ue. TOge~er ::t~;I~fs:~nc:ive Vietnamese "cult of the sai nts", 
mical mUSIC con~ecte WI n Ca Kich Hue, with a number of vocalists, 
chau van. The third group. Doa . gs inspired by the Perfume 
perfomls a repertoire based on the romanuc son 
River which nows through Hue. 

M USic from Vietnam 3: Ethnic Minorities 
. amon fifty or more ethnic minori-This is a musical voyage of discovery . g. truments and ensembles 

. melodies rhythms, vOices. illS 
liCS. Languages, ' d" " The contents include a number of d" ",y of cultural tra Ilions. E 
present a I\'ersl .. [ ed on tuned gongs by the _ 

I f the fantastic rhylhmic musIc p ay . . 
examp es ? 1 H· hlands. The Muong, one of the biggest ml~?n­
de people m the Centra .Ig h"" d 'rect contact with various dellJcs. . ts 'ocal music for ac levmg I . 
lies. presen \ b I e songs and instrumental musIc. 
This ethnic group is also represented . y .ov

the 
nonh have provided several 

H ho live in the mountams Ifl. .. 
The mong, w . . h flute which is absolutely umque In 

tracks featuring the famas[l1C f m::~items from the Nung mi nority, known 
tone. There are also a coup e 0 v . . . 
among other things for their strong poetiC tradmon. 

V
ietnam: Inst~~ents et ensembles de 
musique tradlhonnelle 

. of the ational Theater of Vietnam's Europea.n 
In 1984. on the occasion. rtunit of hearing a wide van­

tour. Western audiences were g.wen the oppo d ;sembles which are pre­
ety of traditional Vietnamese mstruments an e 
sented in this recording. 

V ietnam: Dreams and Reality 
. d Bach Yen perfonn traditional Vietnamese musi~. 

Trang Quang Hru an f .) who have been traditional mus\-Trang Quang Hai comes from a ami y 
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. was a fonner student at the National 
cians for five generations. He h v born ",n the Mekong Delta 

" " S' on Bac len was . 
Conservatory of MUSIC m alg. . . S" [ 1965 she went 

" " • pop smger m rugon. n 
and started her artiStiC career as d' th n they have given 
on a world tour and met Tron Quan~ Hai an Since e 
more than 1,000 concerts in fi ve comments. 

V
ietnamese Zither: The Water and the 
Wind 

. eces for the sixteen string zither. Tran Quang Hai has composed ten new pI.. f oin to France 

dan tranh. He studied at the Music SCh~ll n S~~eo:;:~~/Wit~ his father 
in 1961 where he studied the theory an prac ~ . 1966 has given over 

,Tran Van Khe. ~e plays fift~en ~trud:~nt~a~~ z~~:; came into existence 

2,500 conceberts ~n ~5 cOfu~~~;'th c:ntury and measures about 39 inches by 
towards the gmnmg 0 son.,or The sixteen strings are " h b d d wi th a convex re . 
8 mches at t e roa en . nd board made of oleococca wood and 
stretched along rounded ~ooden sou. f movable wooden uhan . At the 
are divided into two secuons by a. senes 0

000 
0' plastic pegs. TIle base 

. nd round Sixteen w en 
end the smngs are wou [ [V"e'nam instruments are often "n ' ththreehoes n I , 
of the instrument IS at WI I '. th dan tranh is placed on the 
hung on the walls for decoration. For p aymg, e th . 'an's knees. 
table. on the ground or else it rests aslant across e mUSlcl 

V ietnam: Reviving a Tradition 
. ular traditional pieces [rom the different ~s disc compnses ve~ ~p ired b the folk culture of certain ethnic 

regions of Vietnam, melo<hes msp y of musicians have been 
minorities, but also recent works. Four

r 
grou,Phse Music School in Hanoi. 

fi h groups come rom 
recorded. The Irst t ree ps on different instruments """ performed by two grou 
Two Similar PieceS are . '1 "'"es The founh ornup comes . to these Simi an I . 0- -
in order to draw attenuon . . ed by the fo lk culture of the 
from Cao Bang. In interprets a repertory mst r resented in the record­
ethnic minorities of this region. Sev~~1 sty. es :/Hat Cheo theater of the 
ing, in particular. songs of t~e Bac Nm regIOn, 
north. love songs and lullabies. 

A Joumey to Vietnam 
d th · recording include the dan 

TIle instruments and ensembles hear on fid~~ . the dan kim lute the dan 
tranh zither, the dan doc huyen, the dan co I e

bamboo 
flute the dai nhac 

tam thap luc struck ~x zitdheher. thehsanoh::::ge: music. A gre~t diversity of 
If coun mUSIC an t n a . 

to pe onnd " '-'ments are represented in the twenty three selections. genres an msu u 

Stilling Time. Traditional Musics of Vietnam 
. f the first musical exchange 

Compiled by Philip Black~::~::::;~~: ~e war. this pioneering. lav-
between Vietnam and the Uni t . f the hill peoples of Vietnam as 

od ed CD documents rare mUSICS 0 
ishly pr uc . [ rformances of traditional Vietnamese music. well as exceptlona pe 

S ong of the Banyan: Folk Music of Vietnam 
Ii ed by renowned mu.sician lbis recording features folk songs pe orm k fealUre vocal and 

d h' semble TIle founeen trac s ~ong NguYle~ anes .~~ eunse a variety of Vietnamese lutes, zithers and per­mstrumenta plec , 
cussion. 
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l andscape of the Highlands: String Music 
from Vietnam 

Trun Quang Hai . a talented and well-known musician, comes from a fam­
ily of five generalions of musicians. In this recording. he perfonns fi ve 
origin:ll composi tions for the sixteen-string zither dan tranh. Each compo­
s ition. based on a specific pentatonic scale. reflects part pf the total musi­
cal picture specially created for this recording. 

N orthern Viet-nam: Possession Songs 
Possession songs or dum l'an (also called "medium songs" or "female 

divi ner incamations") are sung during the trance sessions (It!n dong) of the 
dOllg bong rilUal ceremonies. The chau van is extremely rich in both 
melody and rhythm. borrowing from almost all the other popular arts of 
Nonh Vietnam. like co. Int . qlUIII 11o. or the songs from Central Vietnam, 
like 110 Hue and the songs of the minorities. Today van ehau is a medium 
song sung in temples or other places dedicated to ritual ceremonies. 

N
orthern Vietnam: Music and Songs of the 
Minorities 

Vietnam counts 54 ethnic minority spread out over the whole nation. The 
minorities presented on this record include the Dao. Giay, Hmong, Kinh , 
Muong. Nung. Thai and Tay. The recording and editing were done by 
Patrick KersaJe and include: Giay • wedding music. Giay - welcome song. 
Muong - funeral music. Muong - lullaby. Muong - courting music. Nung 
An - love song. Tay· rural song. Dao - celebration music, Dao - a sung pop­
ular tale. Thai - pi pap solo. Thai· pi lam lay solo. Thai - celebnllion drum, 
Thai - wedding music. Thai - funeral music. Hmong - love song. Black 
Hmong - knen solo. Kjnh- funeral music. In the northern minorities pre­
sented on this CD, one dist inguishes three linguistic groups. 

V ietnam: Music of the Truong Son 
Mountains 

Nestled :llong the Truong Son mountain range, the Central Highlands have 
long been a safe haven for some twenty non-Viet minority ethnic groups 
speaking both Mon- Khmer and Malayo-Polynesian languages. Their habi­
tat stretches from Song Be province in the south to Quang Binh province 
in the center o f Vietnam throughout the mountains and even crossing into 
eastern Laos and Cambodia. Music in the Centnd Highlands encompasses 
both vocal and instrumental types. many exhibiting characteristics likely of 
ancient origin. Recordings made in the 19505 and 1960s, principally by 
French anthropologists. remain valuable as historical documents. bot none 
include as great a variety of song types or musical instruments as can now 
be offered resulting from through new research. The following selection 
includes: Gong ensemble of the Jarai , Bamboo flute ensemble e of the Ede. 
Antiphonal wedding song of the Trieng. Responsorial song of the Trieng, 
Instrumental love song of the Trieng. Gong ensemble of the T rieng, Pair of 
gongs of the Bmu, Lute of Bahnar, Free-reed pip of the Bahnar. Bundled 
flute of the Bahnar. Tube zither improvisation with the bamboo lUbe 
accompan iment of the Bahnar. Bamboo flute ensemble of the Trieng. Gong 
ensemble of the upland Cham. Gong and drum ensemble of the upland 
Cham and Bahnar. Matchmaker's Song of the upland Cham, Song of the 
Jami , Courting music for bowed stick zither of the Jarai, Gourd-resonated 
free-reed pipe of the Ede, Free-reed buffalo horn of the Ede. Free-reed 
gourd mouth organ of the Ede,Song with free-reed gourd mouth organ of 
the Ede. Gong ensemble of the Mnong Non, Gong ensemble of the Ede, 
Love song of the Pacao, Rcpanee song of the Pacao, Lullaby of the Ta Oi, 
Lute improvisation of the Ta Oi. Ensemble music for the harvest played by 
the Pacao. and Song accompanied by gong ensemble of the Jarai. 
Produced by Dr. Phong Nguyen and Dr. Terry E. MiUer in 1997. 

V
IETNAM: From Rice Paddies and 
Temple Yards: Traditional Music of 
Vietnam 

by Phong NgJlyen. PII.D. a"d Patricia Shehan Campbell. Ph.D., World 
Music Prt!ss. 1995, Book: 8 W' x I I " paper, 88 pages, photos. Book alld 
CD. $40.00 

This book and CD package represents the first complete English-language 
introduction to Vietnamese traditional music and culture. While the book 
offers an intellectual understanding of Vietnamese traditions. the heart of 
the culture is found in the music. The perfonners are all Vietnamese living 
in the United States. 

Video 
Burning Incense: UHuong" 
by Nora Taylor. 23 minutes. 1994. $25.00 
An independently produced video on an and spiri tual l i fe in contemporary 

Vietnam is a collaboration of Nom Taylor. PhD in An History from Cornell 
University. cinematographer M ac Van Chung and painter and art hi storian 
Bui Hoai Mai. Filmed and edited entirely in Vietnam, the production was 
supported by the M inistry for Culture and Infonnation and the Institute for 
Art Historical Research in Hanoi. 

With footage of the beautiful northern Vietnamese landscape, Buddhist 
pagodas, altars to ancestors and paintings by old masters hanging in the 
NationaJ Museum of Art in Hanoi, the video illustrates the many layers of 
juxtaposition between an and l ife in contemporary Vietnam. Rather than 
focus on historical or political issues. the video provides newcomers to 
Vietnamese culture with a visual representation of themes and symbols in 
daily spiritual and artistic life. 

"An in Vietnam is found in daily l ife and daily life becomes art that is as 
fragrant and ephemeral as a stick of burning incense ." Nora Taylor 

Lnely Planet Video: The Vietnam Experience 
Lollely Planel. 47 minules, $19.95 
This video translates the approach and style of Lonely Planet guidebooks 

into video. The program captures the unplanned exploits of adventurous 
independent travelers. The only thing to expect is the unexpected. 
Descend into subterranean IUnnels. l ight fireworks to ring in the new year, 
drink the juice of a snake to ward off sickness, and ride the Reunification 
Express. 

Raise the Bamboo Curtain: Viet Nam, 
Cambodia and Bunna. 

by Rick Ray. Vagabond Productiolls. 95 mimllles.$29.95 
Join Rick as he journeys from Saigon to Hanoi on Vietnam 's Highway 

One. with stops in Dalat, Nha Trang. China Beach. Danang. the DMZ, 
Halong Bay and Hanoi. 
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le Due Tho - Kissinger: Negotiations in Paris .... 
Pho Hien 
Prison Diary, 9th edition ........... . 
Saigon: Twenty Years After liberation .... 
Selected Writings - General Vo Nguyen Giap 
The Ancient Civilization of Vietnam 

Things Asian 

...................... Oty:_- --
... Oty:----

........... Oty:_---
. .. .. Oty:_--­
.... Oty:_---

..................... Oty:_---
.... Qty:----­

... .. Oty: 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

5125.00 each 
$20.00 each 
$20.00 each 
$45.00 each 
$50.00 each 
$40.00 each 
$30.00 each 
$45.00 each 
510.00 each 
$60.00 each 
$20.00 each 

$10.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$25.00 each 
$15.00 each 
515.00 each 

$9.95 each 
$9.95 each 
59.95 each 
$9.95 each 

$50.00 each 
56.95 each 

$t9.95 each 
$t9.95 each 
515.00 each 

$19.95 each 
57 .95 each 

$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$15.00 each 
SSO.OO each 
$50.00 each 
$80.00 each 
520.00 each 
$7.95 each 
57.95 each 
$7.95 each 

$15.00 each 
S30.00 each 
$15.00 each 
515.00 each 
$20.00 each 
$10.00 each 
$25.00 each 
$40.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$25.00 each 
$45.00 each 

$30.00 each 
$10.00 each 
515.00 each 
$15.00 each 
$20.00 each 
$15.00 each 
525.00 each 
$10.00 each 
$25.00 each 
$60.00 each 
510.00 each 
525.00 each 
$t5.00 each 
$60.00 each 
$15.00 each 
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The Sino-Vietnamese Difference 
on the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes ................................. Oty: _____ _ x $50.00 each 

Unfofgenable Days .. ................. . ..................................... Oty:-====== 
Vietnam: A Long History ..................................•.................. . .. Oty:_ 

x $50.00 each 
x $55.00 each 

Vo Nguyen Giap - Selected Writings ..................... . .... Oty: _____ _ x $60.00 each 

Books: PHOTOGRAPHY 
A Portrait of Viet Nam....................... . ........ Qty: _____ _ x $35.00 each 
Mekong: A Journey on the Mother of Waters .. .. ............................ Oty: _____ _ x $39.95 each 
Passage to Vietnam .............. ......... ........................................ Oty: ___ _ _ _ x $35.00 each 
Vietnam Album .. . ........................... .................... ...Oty: _____ _ x $30.00 each 
Vietnam: Land of the Slue Dragon (book + CD) ..... . ..... Oty: _____ _ x $60.00 each 

Books: REFERENCE 
Civil Code .... . ... ..... .... ........ ... ........................................................ Oty: _ ____ _ x S35.oo each 
Labour Code .................. . ............. .. .... Oty: _____ _ x $15.00 each 
Oriental Philosophy Fundamentals and Fuzzy Set East and West.. ..... Oty: _____ _ x $100.00 each 

E::~~:~E ~2::E;~~ :·:::·~====== 
x 535.00 each 
x $35.00 each 
x $35.00 each 

The Constitution of 1992 .......................... .................... .. .... Qty: _____ _ x $10.00 each 
The Constitutions of Vietnam: 1946, 1959, 1980, and 1992 ................ Oty: _____ _ x $25.00 each 
VlIlth National Congress Documents .................................................... Oty: _____ _ x $25.00 each 
Vietnam: 1996-1997 ....... .......... ............................................... .. ......... Qty: _____ _ x $15.00 each 

Books: TRAVEL 
A Phoenix Rising - Impressions of Vietnam ................................ Qty: _____ _ x $20.00 each 
Fielding's Vietnam including Cambodia and laos ................................ Oty: _____ _ x $19.95 each 
Hanoi Atlas ...................................................................................... .. Oty: _ _ _ _ _ _ x $20.00 each 
Hanoi: Off the Beaten Path (Volume One: 1993) ... Oty: _____ _ x $10.00 each 
Hanoi: Off the Beaten Path (Volume Two: 1994)... . ........ Oty: _____ _ x 510.00 each 
Hanoi: Past and Present .................. ..................... .................. .Oty: _____ _ x $20.00 each 

Hue: Monuments of an Ancient Capita!,. . .. ............................ .... Oty:~~~~~~~ 
Barbara Cohen's Map of Hanoi's Old Quarter ...................................... Oty: 

~~~ ~~:~: ~.~~~~~~e .~hr~~~k · ••••••••••. ······················.··.::: ... :.::.~. 

x $10.00 each 
x $10.00 each 
x 515.95 each 
x $5.00 each 
x 525.00 each 

The Province of Ba Ria-Vung Tau ................................. . .. Qty: _ ____ _ x $20.00 each 
Barbara Cohen's Vietnam Guidebook .... ................... Qty: _____ _ x $19.95 each 
Van Mieu, The Temple of Literature, A Walking Tour ........... Qty: _____ _ x $10.00 each 
Vietnam .. .. .. ............ ... ......•....................... . ......... Oty: _____ _ x 515.00. each 
Vietnam Country Map .......... .......... ....................................................... Oty: ___ __ _ x $7.95 each 
Vietnam Guide ................... ....... ................................. .. .. Oty: _____ _ x $14.95 each 
Voices & Visions . .. ............................................... Oty: _____ _ x $19.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Bali and Lombok: travel survival kit .............. .Oty: _ ____ _ x 515.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Cambodia: travel survival kit ........ .. ........ Oty: _____ _ x $15.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Indonesia: travel survival kit............ .. ............. Oty: _____ _ x $25.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Java: travel survival kit.................... .. ............. Oty: _____ _ x $14.95 each 
Lonely Planet Laos ........... .. ................................................................. Oty: _____ _ x $15.95 each 

Lonely Planet: Malaysia, Singapore & Brunei: travel survival kit. .. .. Oty:-====== 
Lonely Planet: Myanmar (Burma) - a travel survival kit. ........................ Oty: _ 

x $17.95 each 
x $13.95 each 

Lonely Planet: Nepal : travel survival kit . ............................................. Oty: _ _ _ _ _ _ x $17.95 each 
Lonely Ptanet: Shopping for Buddhas . ........... ............... ..Oty: _____ _ x $10.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Southeast Asia on a Shoestring ................................. Qty: _____ _ x $21 .95 each 
Lonely Planet: Taiwan - a travel survival kit ................. ........................ Oty: _____ _ x $14.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Thailand - a travel survival kit.. ... ..Oty: ___ _ _ _ x $18.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Thailand's Island and Beaches.......... .. ............ Oty: _____ _ x $15.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Vietnam - a travel survival kit ......................... Oty: _____ _ x $16.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Laos travel atlas .. ............ ...... .. ......... Oty: _ _ ___ _ x $12.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Thailand travel atlas... ................. ..Oty: ___ _ _ _ x $8.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Vietnam travel atlas ....... .................... .................. ..Oty: _____ _ x $9.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Burmese phrasebook ........................ Oty: _____ _ x $5.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Laos phrasebook ....... ..................... .. ................. Oty: _____ _ x SS.95 each 

~:::~ :::::~ ~:=~se:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::~~ _____ _ x SS.95 each 
x $5.95 each 

Lonely Planet: Tagalog (Pilopino) phrasebook ...................................... Qty: ____ _ _ x SS.95 each 

~~~~i§li ~EE?£7:.:::: •• ::.: •••••• : •••• : ••••• : •••• :::: ••••• ~i.~~~~~~ 
Lonely Planet: Bangkok city guide ...................... Qty: = 

x $4.95 each 
x $5.95 each 
x $4.95 each 
x SS.95 each 
x $9.95 each 

Lonely Planet: He Chi Minh City (Saigon) guide ................................... Oty: _____ _ x 59.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Hong Kong city guide .......................................... Oty: _____ _ x $12.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Jakarta dty guide ............................................ .. ... Oty: ____ _ _ x $9.95 each 
Lonely Planet: Seoul city guide .. Oty: x $11 .95 each 
Lonely Planet: Singapore city $9.95 each 
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Lonely Planet: Tokyo city guide ...... ......................................... . ........ Oty: _____ _ 
Moon: Bangkok Handbook ............. .............................. . .... . Oty: _ ___ _ 
Moon: Hong Kong Handbook ... ..................... . ........ Oty: ____ _ 
Moon: Indonesia Handbook............ ............................ . ....... Oty:: _ ____ _ 
Moon: Southeast As;. Handbook... ......................... . ....... Oty _____ _ 
Moon: Thailand Handbook ....................... .................. .. .. . Oty: _ _ ___ _ 
Moon: Vietnam, Cambodia & Laos Handbook .............................. ....... Oty: _____ _ 

~=; ~~~mz;;;;d.:·~~·t~· T~:;(;i;;;;;M·the World :: ...... ::::~~====== 

x 514.95 each 
x 513.95 each 
x $15.95 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $21.95 each 
x $19.95 each 
x $18.95 each 
x $11 .95 each 
x $17.95 each 

Destifllltlon:Vletnam BACK ISSUES 

- SepVOct 94; _ NovlDec 94; _ JanlFeb 95; _ Mar/Apr 95; _ May/Jun 95; _ JullAug 95; _ SeptlOct 95; _ Nov/Dec 95: 
- Jan/Feb 96; _ Mar/Apr 96; _ May/Jun 96; _ JuVAug 96; _ SepVOct 96; _ NovlDec 96; 
- Jan/Feb 97; _ Mar/Apr 97; _ MaylJun 97; _ JuVAug 97; _ SepVOct 97; _ NovlDec 97 

................................ ... ........................ .. .. . Oty: x $5.00 each 

GIFT ITEMS 

Cyclo ............................. .......... ... ... . .... Oty: ____ _ 
Cyclo watch _ women's; _ men's ................ .. ... Oty: _____ _ 
Dong Ho prints ................... .. .... Oty: _ ____ _ 
laCQuer boxes (set of 3) ..................................................................... Oty:: _ ____ _ 
Land of the Ascending Dragon Postcard Book ................................... Oty:: _____ _ 
Vietnam Art Poster - "Vietnam" .............. ...................... .. ... Oty:: _ _ ___ _ 
Vietnam Art Poster - "Hanoi" ................... .. ...... Oty:: _____ _ 

Vietnam Art Poster· "Ho Chi Minh City"' ............................................. Oty:======= 
Vietnam Notecards (set of 15) ... . ..................... ... ...... ............ Qty: 
Vietnamese Pottery: Kitchen Jar (includes shipping) ......... .. .. Oty: 
Vietnamese Pottery: Pickle Jar (includes shipping) ........ .. .... Oty: _ ____ _ 
Vietnamese Pottery: Sticky Rice Pot (includes shipping) ..................... Oty: _____ _ 
Vietnamese Pottery: Teapot (includes shipping) ................................. Oty: _____ _ 
Wood Block prints by Dinh Luc ............... ........................ .. ... Oty: _____ _ 
Your very own Cyclo .................. ............ .. ...... .. ....... Qty: _ ____ _ 

MUSIC 

Music CO: MusH: from Vietnam .. ................... . ......... Oty: _____ _ 
Music CO: Music from Vietnam 2 ...................... .. ............. Oty: _____ _ 
Music CO: Music from Vietnam 3 ................... .. ........... Oty: _____ _ 
MusH: CD: Vietnam: Instruments . .. .. Oty: _____ _ 
Music CO: Vietnam: Dreams and Realities ... .................. .. .... Oty: _____ _ 
MusH: CO: Vietnamese Zither ...................... ................. .. ..... Oty: _ ____ _ 
Music CD: Vietnam: Revtving a Tradition ....... ................. ...Oty: _ ____ _ 
Music CO: A Journey to Vietnam ...... ............ ................... .. ... Oty: _____ _ 
Music CO: Stilling Time ....................... . ... Oty: _ _ ___ _ 

Music CD: Song of the Banyan .......................................... . .... ... Oty:.~~~~~~~ 
Music CD: landscape of the Highlands ............................. . .......... Oty: 
Music CO: Northern Viet-nam Possession Songs ...................... . ... Oty: 
Music CO: Northern Viet-nam Music and Songs of the minorities ........ Oty: 
Music CD: MusH: of the Truong Son Mountains ....... .. .. Oty: _____ _ 
Vietnam: From Rice Paddies and Temple Yards ......... .. ............ .. Oty: _ ____ _ 

VIDEO 

Burning Incense: Huang ...................... . 
Lonely Planet Video: The Vietnam Experience 
Raise the Bamboo Curtain, Vietnam 

Sub Total 

California reSidents, please add 8.5% selas tax 
Shipping and handling 

.... Oty:_--­
.Oty:_---

....... Oty:._---

x $10.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x 575.00 each 
x $30.00 each 
x $9.95 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $3.75 each 
x $35.00 each 
x $65.00 each 
x $35.00 each 
x $30.00 each 
x $75.00 each 
x $3,000.00 each 

x 525.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x 525.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x 525.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $25.00 each 
x $40.00 each 

x $25.00 each 
x $19.95 each 
x $29.95 each 

TOTAL (Please make check or money-order payable to Global Directions Incorporated) 

Charge my credit card (AmexlMCNisa). Card NO.:.---_____ _________ Exp.date: 

5.00 

Signature '_ .... ...... _ _____________________ _______ _____ _ 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ __ 

AddreSS (ItreM~orVw. no POBc:.) : ____ _ _________ _____ _ _ ____ _________ _ 

City/StatelZiP: ______________________ ___ _________ _ 

----- ___ Fax: ______ _ Email: __________ _ 

Global Directions Incorporated, 116 Maiden Lane, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94108. 415-982-8811. Fax: 982-8817 
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cyclo The cyclo (xich 10), shan for the French 
cyclo·pousse. is the most convenient way to 
get around the cities of Vietnam. It is the best way to wander around the city. especially when it is too hol to walk any distance. Stop anywhere you like, as frequemly as your whim dictates. You can hire your own private cycla for as little as USS I per hour. Just remember to negotiate before you start your journey. 

desktop modd. 3~" H x 5 Yz" W, $10.00 

the 
watch 
perfect as a 
gift 
but get one 
for 
yourself too! 

Women's 2nd Men's $25.00 och 
(~order fo rm page 21) r- - ------------, 

- From Vagabond Productions -

Raise the Bamboo Curtain: Viet Nam, 
Cambodia and Burma. 

A Video Journey with Rick Ray 
When most people think of Vietnam, Burma, and Cambodia, they think of them as shes of war and suffering. Indeed, these three countries have languished for many years behind the "Bamboo Curtain", and their recent emergence has given tourists the opportunrty to explore lands which have changed little in decades. 

No country has been more hidden from the modern world than Burma. Since the 1950's tourists have been restricted to between 24 hours and 7 days to see the country. Called the "Albania of Asia-, Burma has only recently begun to open its doors to travelers, and I was there on the "Road to Mandalay" to film the wonders of Inle Lake, the coklnial decay of Rangoon, the -long neck women- hill tribes and the temple studded plains of Pagan. Join me as I journey from Saigon to Hanoi on Vietnam's Highway One, with stops in Dalat, Nha Trang, China Beach, Danang, the DMZ, Halong Bay and Hanoi. 
Finally, venture into the land of Cambodia, for a look at a country still coming to terms with the ravages of war. From the killing fields of Phnom Penh to the magnificence of Angkor Wat, our journey explores the heights and depths of human achievement and suffering in the homeland of Khmer culture. 

Running time: 95 minutes. Price: $29.95. Order with form on pg. 21 . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ______________ .J 

Things Asian 

Your very own 
Cyclo 

You won't find this one 
at the Sharper Image or in 
the Neiman Marcus 
Chri stmas catalogue. 
Imported from 
Vietnam by Global 
Directions 
Incorporated, this 
cyclo (or xich {oj is 
a model made in 
Hanoi. Very few cyclos 
are in this country and you wiU probably be the only one in your town to have one. 

Some assembly required, no battery needed, easy to operate, strong muscles helpful. $3,000.00 fob San Francisco. Immediate delivery. 

Global Directions Incorporated: 415-982-8811 
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Lacquer Boxes 
The Vietnamese have known the techniques of lacquer work si nce ancient times when it was used for the waterproofing of barges. Under the reign of Le Nhan Ton (1443-1460) the technique also became used for decorative items. 

Lacquerware is an incredibly lime consuming art form. Lacquer itself is a natural resi n that is found by tapping the cay son tree. It is milky-white in its natural state, and is made black by mixing with resin for OVeJ" fony hours in an iron 
container. TIle iron oxide blackens the lacquer. and the resin gives it a gloss. 

The process begins after finding the correct 
wood which is then coated, filled and sand­
ed over several weeks lime. TIle lacquer­
ing art itself requires ten base coats, and ~~-.•• '-i;. each coat takes one week to dry and 
then must be sanded before the next 
coat is applied. A specially prepared 
fine lacquer which has been blackened by 
the iron-oxide is required for the eleventh coal. During this stage, no dust may touch the object, and the final sanding coat is done with fine coal powder and whitewash. The workers polish the surface with their palms until it becomes shiny. 

Over the years, we purchased these beautiful nesting sets for our friends when we were traveling in Vietnam. They were so well liked thai we decided to work with the crafts people and impon enough for others to buy too. ($30.00 per set of three.) 

The Vietnam Experience 

This 47 minute video 
translates the approach 
and style of Lonely 
Planet guidebooks into 
video. The program 
captures the unplanned 
exploits of adventurous 
independent travelers. 
The on ly thing to 
expect is the unexpect­
ed. Descend into sub­
terranean tunnels. 
light fireworks to ring 
in the new year, drink 
the juice of a snake to 
ward off sickness, 
and ride the 
R e unifi ca tion 
Express. 

$ 19.95 
(use order ronn. pg. 2 J) 
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The art of water puppetry. or mua ra; nuoe. has roots that date back to the tenth century when it originated in the Red River Delta area of northern Vietnam. The farm· ers in the region celebrated festivals and harvests by per· fo rming this unique art form. Over the years. different villages have developed their own personal water puppet plays to mark certain battles or events. 
Originally, the puppetry was always performed on a stage built in ponds. Wires were strung between stakes and as many as 200 scenes about village 

life and legends could be acted out. Today 
a show usually only incorporates about 
twenty five scenes. Some of the stages 
were permanent. but most were tempo­
rary wooden or bamboo structures in the 
shape of a temple which would be put up 
on special occasions. 

The puppets are made of wood and 
usually stand sixteen inches high, but can 
be as tall as three feet. The puppet always 
has twO parts: the body which is seen 
above the water, and the base which is 
under the water. The head and the arms 
are usually movable and are sometimes 
attached with cloth. The strings or wires 
used to conneCt the different parts of the 
puppets body can be made out of many 
things - even twisted hair covered with a 
layer of wax. The puppets may take on a 
lacquered look after being painted many 
times with a vegetable-based paint. 

There are three ways of operating the 
puppets. Some puppets are attached to a long bamboo pole and dipped in and out of the water by a person behind a rattan curtain. The larger puppets are often attached to a round wooden disc which can serve as a floating attachment to the poles. Some puppets use a combination of both and may have a rudder to help gUide them. 

Learning to manipulate the puppets is usually a tradi­tion that is passed on as a family secret. It takes a great deal of skill and because the puppeteers hands are under­water it is easy for them to hide their methods. Up to three poles are used with the puppets attached to the middle pole and the other rods supporting the puppet's. The legs don 't move. Behind the stage, there is usually a central place to rest the puppets not in motion, and some 
more than one 

The technique has not changed much since water pup­pets were first created. although natural ponds have been replaced by nine-feet-Iong portable water basins. The stage is aCtually rectangular and is broken up into three areas. The puppets are kept on the floor above the two side rooms and the musicians play from one side . 
The fascinating part is that the central room is below the water line, and the puppeteers stand in the waist­deep water. A rattan curtain hides them, but they can see 

the stage and the audience 
through the bamboo slats 
Water has always played a 
central role in Vietnamese 
culture. And the word for 
water, nuoc, also means 
country or nation. The pup­
pets advance and retreat in 
the water with the wave 
sound always being an 
important factor. The water 
must be a little muddy just 
like the ponds were so that 
the poles and mechanics can 
be obscured. 
People who have seen water 
puppet performances often 
remember the music that 
goes along with the show. 
The drum beats more and 
more quickly as the show is 
about to begin. There is a 
drummer and gong and chants and songs to help animate the Story. and the per­cussion instruments accompany the gestures to keep up the rhythm of a performance. The music also often intro­duces the theme of the play. No performance is com­plete without firecrackers which add to the excitement. 

In the past. the puppeteers were peasants and belonged to a guild. As time went on, permission to enter the guild was more and more selective and the head of the guild, or ong uum, was responsible for many things including finances because the performances were free. Today the puppeteers in the Central Troupe are profes­sionals who receive a monthly salary from the Direction of the Central Troupe of Vietnamese Puppets. a govern­ment agency, and they receive special grants when they perform outside the country. 

/? qa\lery 

~' 
Original Waler Puppels (price range: $250 10 $1 ,000), Imported by: (jallery Cydo - Conlemporary Vietnamese Art 116 Maiden Lane, San Francisco, Californi a 94108. Telephone: 415-98cyd o. Email : cyd088@aol.com. Inlemel : http://www.destinalionvietnam.comlcydo 
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Vietnam Art Poster 

. San Francisco ~ists Arnold Iger and Paul Kwan created this painting entitled Vietnam. This multi-media painting combines oli paint, glazing and drawing to create a highly textured and original look. The painting dep'cts a layenng of historical monuments and rural scenes that show the long and rich history of the country. 
Both arti.sts fO~~? Viet~am an interesting subject and strove to capture a sense of timelessness. "We want people to enJoy thIS, explainS Iger. "Vietnam is changing. These paintings acknowledge the past and keep hope open for the future." 

Vietnam is avai lable as an art poster. It is printed in full color, on #1 grade 80 Ib cover stock, and measures approximately 20" by 24". 

(Use order foml on page 21) 
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Destination: Vietnam 
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