





VIETNAMESE WRITING SYSTEM
I. Introduction

The standard Vietnamese writing system is that or
alphabetic writing, Qulc-ngll or written Vietnamese was
invented late in the sixteenth century by Western mission-
arles, It did not reach a definitive form until the pPublica-
tlon of the monumental Annamese-Portuguese-Latin dictionary
(Dictionariwm annamiticum, lusitanum et latinum) in 1651 1in
Rome, It was the first important Printed work in which the
Vietnamese words were transeribed into Roman Characters,

Since about 1920 1t has become the national or Vietnamese

language. It 13 a1g0 called Vi§t-ngii,

II., General Characteristics

A, Vietnamese uges Latin alphabet a, b, ¢ and so on.

B. Monosyllabic Teature: Every syllable prresses a
distinet idea and thus 1s a word in itselr,

C. Direction: Vietnamese 1ike English 1s written from
left to right,

D. The following diacritical marks (pgrts of the letter)
are used: |

l. ° (circumflex or hat)
e.g. 4, 23, 8



-’

2. (breve or saucer) over "g" only 2) g, ng and
¢ are written befo
_ re

e.g. & 81l other vowels.,

9 nam n,,"
3, (barb) on "o" and "u ©-8. ga 'rallroad station!
] ’

e.g. 9, U ngd 'to sleep?,

]
: : ] tofs
No:e: These diacritical marks are parts of the letter ua lof; to belong tot

——

and they indlicate & modification of the pronunciation of the

ITI. Vowels (12)

A conv
basic vowels. 7 enlent way for remembering these vowels ul
would

E,

F.

Ga

1.
Jeo

be the following:
@ (or barred d) 1s the only consonent modified by @
a

diacritical mark., The unbarred d is also used in -4 a
Vietnamese, o .
The single ietter q does not exist in Vietnamese, °
therefore, qu, a compound consonant is used, 1
p is final only; as initial it is always followed o 2
by h, hence ph coming into use. d
There are no f, J, w or z. ‘ u d
5 end 8 do not occur finally.
In Vietnamese writing, g equals gh, ng equals ngh, 7
c equals k 1in pronunciation, when occurring Notes on vowels:
1nitially in the syllable. ) 1. Vietnamese vowels mey be compl
Spelling notes: 1) gh, ngh and k are written e.g. ﬂ(chﬁu) Aatar P °t§.words in themselves,

before 1, y{ é.or e. 8 'mbrella !

e.g. gh8 'chair', nghe 'to y ‘him!

listen', ky 'to sign' 2. o kinds of vowels:
(Exception: before i, gi is a,

Si
mple vowels or those simllar (in writi
to English vowels: e

a e

written g)

1 T 0 u




A, -Combination of vowels

B.

3, Vowels with diacritical marks:

-

a8

1, Diphthongs:

al
8u
eo
8u
ia
oa
81
di
ua
ué
da

ao

ay

Ju

ul

ul

au

1u

oe

ue

8

o d

ey

ol

ud uy

du

2, Triphthongs (formed by placing i, o, 4, dory

before certain diphthongs):

18u
oal
udy
doi

yéu

Vowels and Combination of

080
udu

dcdu

oay

udi

oceo

@

uya uy uyu

Vowels with Final Consonants

Vowels

Combination

ac

ach

ao
ap
at
au

ay

Hec

in
ing
Hp
it

fc

5 F

Examples
A! texclamation
ot Joy!
ééc 1gll?

sich 'book!'

hai 'two!

tam 'eight!

bin 'table?
sing 'morninsl-
cénh twing!

cao 'tell; hight
Fhdp fFrance!
mat tto be coolt
sfu 'sixt

tay thand!

mic 'to put ont
nim 'five!

En 'to eat!

ning 140 be sunny!
bp tcorn?

mit *'face!

gldc 'nap!
mim 'tray!

vén talphabet!



8t
2u
ay

ec
em

en

eng

eo

ep
et

1a
ich
18c

véng 'yes'
t§p 'to drill!
mft 'honey'
nEu 1to -cook’
2y 'that!
e ngal 'to be afrald?
4c-bc tgrunt of a plg
tem ‘'stamp’
den 'black!

ttinkle of &
reng bell'

theo 'to follow!
dep 'besutiful’
quét 'to sweep'
a_chd 'shameful!
%ch 'frogt
ch®t 'to dle!
a8m ‘night’
18n 'to go up'
18nh ‘order!
x8p 'to fold!
ndu 'to ralse’
} 'motionless!
513 'beer!
{ch 'useful'_

tiac 'partY'

os
oac
oach
oal
oam
oan

oang

canh
080
oat

oay

diém 'match?
tign 'faipy’
mi%ng 'mouth?
ti8p 'to receive!
vist 'to write!
t18u 'to spend!
tlm 'to look fort
chin 'ninet
1inh tsoldier’
kip 'on time?
1t 1rew!
chiu 'to be impossible!
© fto seduce!
hoa 'flower?
hoac 'wide open!
k8-hogeh 'strategy!
khoael t'potato!
ngogm 'to snap!
ngoan 'to be good!

thlnh thodng
- 'from time to timet

canh 'oriole!?

ngoao 'meow of a cat!?
S$inh-hogt 'to livet
xoay 'to find the

way to do
some thing!




onc hogc ‘'or! d-h3 'indifferent!
oEm - oai-ofm todc:r;tggl.' di xe hoi 'automobiler
okn xofin-xit 'to be Om ¢dm 'cooked ricet
- attached to! an
dn 'favort
olng ngolng ltoiziggr' dp 18p tclagst
olit nhd chokt 'very ot hdt 'to trimt
small!
u
oc dge 'to read! u "mothert
oe khoe 'to boast!' ua mua 'to buy!?
oen khoen 'link’ uén quén 'troop?
ceo ngoéo 'to die! uéing ba?g_khuang
, melancholic!
oet tau hoet 'thzhzzzig' udt xuBt Tto go out!
o1 néi 'to say! udy khudy 'to relieve!
om | nhom 'group! ue mic 'to hault
on | con 'small! ué 8-ud 'f1lthy!'
ong trong 'in' udeh khuSch 'to develop!
op cQp 'tiger! uénh hu@nh-hoang 'bombastic!
ot ngqt t'sweet! ul bul 'dust?
ult quit "tangerine!t
3 'umbrella! ung byng 'abdomen
3c goc 'foot of a tree! ube thuge "o belong!
a1 tdl 'I! udm nhuéﬁ "to dyet
2m Oom 'sick!? udn ludn 'always!
°on bon !four! ubng uBng 'to drink!
éng ong 'Mr.! ' udt chudt trat
1
SO . b et




11.

ua
e

ul

ung
o
udi
udm
udn

udng

10

que ! Stick'

udp Udp *to flavor!
e thm fthick! uot udt 'wet!
dun 'to heat! udu hudu 'roebuck!
xp 'soup’ ut nhilt *first?
1yt 'flood du clu 'to save!
talthough'
tuy "2 ' 12, y ¥ 'him?
t1ate at night -
khuya yém yem 'bra!
tgound of the
hyych s fall of a yén y8n 'peaceful!
heavy body"' .
yét yet 'to visit a
chuyén 'story’ superior!
tuyst 'snow! yéu

Yéu 'to love!
huynh telder brother

xhudu Telbow! IV. Consonants (26 in all)

huyt 'to whistle! A. Single Consonants (15)

bcddghklmn P

rstx
the u !'it's like th

. B. Compound Consonants {11)
chus ‘not yet'

ch, gh, kh, ng, ngh, nh, ph, th, tr,
mjc 'ink®

gl, qu
C. Classification of Consonants

gl 'to send'

1. Initial only (19)
chun 'foot!

b, d, g, g, gh, gl, hswi:hiﬁ: 1, ngh, ph, qu,
-dlng 'don't’ -

s 8, th, tr, v, x
duge 'to be able’ i

Either initial op final (7)
muai ' ten'

' ¢, ¢k, m, n, ng, nh, t
1lugm 'to gather

3. Final only;

P (e.g. Phap)
mign 'to borrow'

ludng 'salary’

11




Part III. Vowels with tones followed by n

. 5 4 1. an - an an an in in gn
L) e, & 2. & - ®n & & M0 #n " gn
. 5 P 3. én - &n 8 & & W 4
u d 4. tn - tn fn Tn  1n 14 in
VOWEL PRONUNCIATION EXERCISE ooermoen fnEn b b g
6. en - en én en én én gn
part I. 7. én - én €n &n &n 8n én
L a 5 4 8. dn - on én on dn &n ¢n
o 1 o & 9. un - un {n un tn in yn
5. o 5 4 10. u4n - un in tn in iin yn
b s “ d 11. 6n - 6&n Bn 3n dn ®n én
Part II. Vowels followed by n CONSONANTS
1. an #n &n
2. 1in en én ¢ gh 5 nh
3. on én  dn °h gl kh qu
. an un un ¢ . ne T
8 tr
t v
th x
13

12




CONSONANT PRONUNCIATION EXERCISE

V. Tcne Marks (6)

' he |
combine with t

ant above, then

(Take a consona

vowels 8 1 u i)

Name Symbol |Description Graph Frequency
1. | sée Rapid rise
el ° 4 |to high then r~ | 2k o/0
c ca ki ku : high rising (@Q)|staying high ,
hi -
Chi chu ¢ 2. ngsa - Acute 4
CH cha ai 8 'interz"upted - g 0/0
da di du high broken ~ |by a glottal
gu
G &% g i 3. | khdng d&u No change
I gia gi glu g (none) |of pitch ~— | 25 0/0
¢ puu huy mid-level @) —
huy
hua i 4b. |nofing Grave, ‘T
ka el ku . Interrupted 8 0/0
K i whi low broken (@) by a glottal L
top —
KH kha khi X s
a nghi ngu nghi, 5. |{hd1 Gradual rise T
NG ng )
nhi s |[Trom low to - 9 0/0
NE nha nhi nhu _ low rising (a)|high I
) qua qul quu qui 6, huyéen . Rapid fal1 1
_Q 1 to low then | 29 0/0
R ra ri ru low falling (Q)|staying low —
i
1 su s
S aa 3
T ta £1 tu ti Illustration: Tones Meaning
TE tha  thi thu  thi 1, 14 leaf
TR tra tri tru tri 2. la Plain (nude 1&: plain water)
v va vi vu vi i 3. la to shout
X z8 xi xu x1 4. lg to be strange )
5. 18 to be exhausted
6. 13

to be

15




VIETNAMESE TONE MARKS Part TT,
—_— e

! !
DAU SA / ban -
2. ghé .
Y ~ _ cua o
DAU NGA /f\,}
Part ITI.
4
DAU NANG . .
/a mi .
R >, s
DAU WOJ -
v ban -
ghé -
cuas -

. . |
DAU HUYEN \

TONE PRONUNCIATION EZERCISE

Part 1.
1. ma mi - ma ma - ma mi - ma mi - ma
2. mi m - m m - m m - m m - m

- m6 md - mé

16

B

& K

ban
ghé

cue

-

ma md

ml o

m3 -

ban ban

gh¥  gps

cuda oda
17

bin
ghb
ella

mg

mj,

bgn
ghé
cya




Notes on Tone Marks:
ronunciation of a word 1is affected by the tones;

A. The p

so 1s the meaning. It is necessary to place the right

tone marks over the right vowels.

h ]
e.g. cua

1ta

8, All tone marks, except (,) or low-broken tone, are to

placed over the &, 8, 8§, 8, ¢, and U if a word has on
of those vowels:
e.g. akt, mdt, qus, 1dn

If a word has two of those vowels the tone mark shou

be placed over the second one:

xudng 'factory'; thudng 'ordinary'

e‘g-
Or beneath it if 1t is (,) or low-broken tone:

HIGH- €
Rgwe  7M2-Q-C

e.g. dugec 'to be possible'; rugu 'alcohol!

¢. If a word has a diphthong formed by combination of

g, €, 1, ¥, 0, 1, such as aso, osa, au, al, ia, ua,

and so on, the tone mark should be placed over the

first vowel (1f such a tone mark 1s beling used).

-

. » , LY
e.g. cal, mua, a0, nao

D. If a word carrles & diphthong formed with 3, 2, 8,

Low -
Brokzy =0
m-a-g

d and 4, the tone mark should be placed over or be

the vowel with diascritical mark,
e.z. dfta, 1ya, 19n, 1¢n
E, A word never has two different tone marks,

F. Some words have no tone marks.,

18




Vi, Symbols of Vietnamese writing

(Complete Vietnamese Alphabet) | ‘*', - Numﬁérsg o (,.:.-‘ ) (n )
b '
3 . | mat Adw
vAN QUOC-NGU - 1 (m2) ( _ )
i Q (Hai)

~ }
Yp
N

VIII. Punctuatlion:
(,) chaém
(,) phet (phly)
(3) chém phét

B (¢

& v

j % () hai ch’:‘m
. |

%

t

yo VN
A
% (?) chém hol

(1) chBm nh8u (chim than)

( (--) ) d&u ngofjc ddn

2

©

( "---" ) dBu ngojc kép

( ... ) ba chém

qd @
g
xz}fu
9 O

l

|

i T B G ggeh dal
|

1

20 21




(44

%4

PRONUNCIATION DRILL I (With 12 basic vowela)

a Lt 8 e
an BEm an em
am nim Bm dem
nam VAN ném den
van bin vam me
dan bing d8&m xe
san ving mém xem
can aing 8u tem
'

qua ‘ming  1l8u kem
quan sing d8u nem
qual &n nau lem

Ma

ta

ra (out)-

3ng (sir)
khtng (not)
b8ng (flower)
s8ng (river)
t81 (1)

th81 (no)

a1 (to go)

o IR

PRONUNCIATION DRILL II (With Tone Marks)

(leaf)

kha (quite)
sfc (sharp)
st (iron)

bAt (to catch)

mft (eye)

[

but (pen)
phut (minute)

chit (11ttle)

+

thi (contest)
khi (whan)

ctt (button)
khé (difficult)

8 °

8m lo
a8m to
bén ho
18n no
qudr  lon
nén non -
phén  hom
té&n ong
sén dong
dén song

M
chdo (to greet)
ndo (which)

vao (to enter)

nay (this, that)

nhd (house)
14 (to be)
td

ba

(plece)
(Mrs.,)

r61 (already)
ngdl (to ait)
t51 (oheap)

O’
18 dn
td con
hd om
nd cdm
cdn hdn
ndbn bd
hdm bdn
Bng md
dadng mdn
adng sdn

Mé
nhd (small)
phdi (must)

clla (door)
cd (all1)

nd (to open)
ad (office)
hd1 (ask)

u

bu

du

dun

dua

maa

cua

nul

vul

mui

sul

xhd1 (to reqovor)

th8 (could)
b8 (sea)
a8 (to put)

4
ua im
cua in
mia a1
uu vi
muu al
ung mai
bung tal
lung ol
ludng vol
cudng tol

Ma

nga (to fall)
cu (old)

mu (hat)

nta (also)
mii (nose)
md1 (each)
da (already)
chd (word)
sda (milk)
My (America)

nghl (think)

ky
my.
tuy
ay
may

bay

~ méy

by

cly

Ma

dep (pretty)
pat (face)
m§t (tired)
1¢ (pot)

lg (strange)
1gn (pig)

8¢) (scared)

vg (wife)
chg (market)
duge (can)

ggl (to call)




