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Perception is Reality

in dealing with Vietnam on the

POW/MIA issue were not the brain
children of the Clinton Administration! While
citizens protested, rallied demonstrators out-
side the Clinton White House, the Viet-
namese Mission in New York and in Wash-
ington DC, to stop moves taken to improve
ties hetween Vietnam and the United States
until the last known alive U.S. POWs were
accounted for, behind the scenes, obscured
from view, was a plan that had been written
and put into effect in October 1992, under the
Bush Administration.

Although Vietnam Veterans, MIA
families, and their friends held the Depart-
ment of Defense publicly responsible, de-
manding that the "last known alive POWs"
be accounted for first, before there were any
moves to improve ties with Vietnam on an
economical or political level, evidence has
surfaced that the Department of Defense
abandoned its responsibility to the missing
men and its verbal commilmenis made to the
MIA families by launching a COVERT pro-
gram designed to brush aside the protester
and put the POW/MIA issue "behind us,"
unresolved, so that relations with Vietnam
could improve without achieving as fuall as
possible accounting of the POW/MIAS as

he engineers and architects of a pol-
icy change which set a new direction

was possible first.

Efforts to curtail the plan, sm.ged by Viet-
nam Veterans, MIA families, and their friends in
1994 and 1995 produced minimal results because,
as the following documentation will show, the
arrangemenis were already made in 1992 when the
Defense Depariment met with our former enemy in
Vietnam and outlined the plan, the guiding Viet-
namese required steps and actions to achieve the .
desired goals of both parties - renewed economic
and diplomatic ties. The advocales of a full ac-
counling of the POW/MIAs are in a predicament
where there was not and is not much that can be
done under the circumsiances. There was/is com-
plicity between those who were given the responsi-
bility to search for the missing POW/MIAs (DOD)
and those who withheld the information on their
fate (Viethamy).

Basically, the Department of Defense com-
plied and surrendered to Vielnam's long held de-
mands to improve diplomalic relations and re-
moved economic barriers imposed by the United
States against Vietnam with the hope that these
aclions would encourage Vielnam to come clean
with its knowledge as to what happened to the "last
known alive POWSs". All who think that the Clin-
ton Administration "did the deed” are wrong, be-
cause "it was a done deal” in the Bush Administra-
tion. When former President Bush traveled to Viet-
nam in the summer of 1993, as the paid speaker for
a U.S. bank, Bush acted as if he was demanding an
accounting for the POW/MIAs, but the Vietnamese
already had what they wanted and the Department
of Defense already had what they wanted - a way

leased.

This information service is designed 1o help President Clinton's appointees and
other officials understand that there are unresolved problems of Americans
who were captured alive and taken prisoner (POWs), but who were not re-
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Official Notice
1995 Evidence Kit

A group of current and former intelli-
gence officers has put together an edu-
cational package of material called the
"Evidence Kit" writlen for educators and
elected officials. With the "Evidence
Kil" you can show history professors at
Colleges and High Schools the evidence
of live POWs, so they might teach their
students about the POW/MIAs. With
the "Evidence Kil” you can meet with
your Congressman & Senator to show
them the proof & evidence of live
POWs. Included in the "Evidence Kit":
4300 live sighting reports; returned
POWSs debriefings; CIA & DIA reports;
309 discrepancy cases, select bio-sheets;
how and where to get newly declassified
POW intelligence reports. With the kit
you can hold "show irials" to present the
live POW data to the press and the pub-
lic. Buy your history teacher, congress-
man, and senator a live POW "Evidence
Kit".

To order, send $25.00 for each

*Evidence Kil" to:

Michael Van Atta, Director
The POW Educational Fund
P.O. Box 735
Stewartstown Station, PA 17363
or phone

(717) 993-5498

out of its responsibility to account for the
missing and Jast known alive POW/MIAs.

A study of the rhetoric in public state-
ments made by DOD officials clearly shows
that Vietnamese efforts to resist being “fully
cooperative” were hidden behind statements

by respected U.S. government officials that,
"Hanoi was being fully cooperative in ac-
counting for the POW/MIAs",

Who planned this COVERT OPERA-
TION? Who wrote these DOD "talking
points"? Who delivered this policy plan to
the policy makers? Who at DOD decided to
establish a cosy relationship with the Viet-
namese? Who knows the answers? THIS IS
THE FACTUAL EVIDENCE:

On ietier head that reads-Office of the
Assistant Secrelary of Defense-International
Security Aflairs, dated October 7, 1992 RE:
MEMO FOR Ron Knecht, Special Asst to
ASD/C31-"Ron, Mr. Ford asked that the
attached copy of the draft talking points be
passed to Mr. Andrews. This is a result of the
Chaney/Eagleburger breakfast this moming
MTG with SECDEF that Mr. Andrews and
Mr. Ford attended." Signed Vic-Victor G.
Raphael, Jr., LTC(P), USA, Military Assis-
tant.

Atlached to this cover letter were 4
pages marked classified, "SECRET-EYES
ONLY 10/7 0900 HRS". The paper is
titled "DRAFT TALKING POINTS FOR
US/SRV POLICY-LEVEL MEETING"

-As you know, we have earnestly
sought bilateral cooperation fo reselve the
POW/MIA issue as a matter of highest na-
tional priority for the United States.(1)

-To accomplish our POW/MIA objec-
tives, we have sought means to reciprocate
Jor your humanitarian cooperation by ad-
dressing your concerns within the context of
our legal and policy restraints—agreements
reached orally in our exchange since the
mid-1980s.{2)

-In July, the President reaffirmed his
willingness to continue improving bilateral
relations in the contexi of our policy which
was most recently outlined by Assistant Sec-
retary Solomon in March of this year.(3)

-Despite oral agreements reached in

This information service is designed to help President Clinton’s appointees
and other officials understand that there are
unresolved problems of Americans who were captured alive and taken prisoner
(POWS), but who were not released.
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searching for MIAs but it appears that DOD
is instead, looking for a way out. The real
pornography of the POW issue is DOD's
unwillingness to firmly and openly assertto
U.8. law makers that Vietnam did, in fact,
gather up captured American POWs and
execute them in some silent grave, deep in
the jungles of Vietnam, sentencing them in
absentia.

Should diplomatic and economic
progress in Vietnam be blocked because
POW/MIA goals and objectives have not
been met? Absolutely!!!

Please contact Senator Jesse Helms
and support the blockade of funds and delays
in appointment confirmations of diplomats
who are designated to be assigned to Viet-
nam until Vietnam comes clean on what
happened to the last known alive POWSs,

Senator Smith (NH) responded to an
advanced copy of this inanusctipt and adds
that the document described herein first ap-
peared in the 1S, News and World Reporl.
Sen. Smith says, "I certainly share your out-
rage over this disclosure.” He goes further to
say, "Accordingly, I will continue to oppose
improved relations with Vietnam until that
country bas been fully forthcoming in ac-
counting for our missing persennel.” In addi-
tion Sen. Smith says, "Both President Clinton
and Vice President Gore had previously
promised they would not normalize until they
were satisfied Vietnam was no longer sus-
pected of withholding information on miss-
ing Americans. By normalizing relations in
this manor, President Clinton broke the
solemn promises he had made to the
POW/MIA families and our nation’s veterans,
and he instead put profit over principle.”

Rep. Roberi K. Doman (CA) adds
these words: "The Clinton administration's
appalling decision to normalize relations with
Vietnam is based on non-existent progress in
accounting for America's MIAs. In reality,
the Vietnamese communisis have yetto an-
swer for some 300 Amenicans last known
alive under their control in Vietnam and
Laos. In addition, Hanoi ha retumed only
three sets of remains out of 97 Americans
known to have perished in captivity.”

But alas, the document has been evalu-
ated as a forgery by DIA, who saysitisa

fake, most likely the work, similar to the style
of Bab Keplinger. Given that this forged
and/or accurate document has circulated
widely should not eliminate reasonable de-
bate by those who believe in the innocence of
our government. The ultimate evidence has
not yet been presented that these steps were
not taken or that the U.S. government offi-
cials, as accused, are innocent without doubt.
Sincerely,

Michael Van Atta
717-993-5498

P. O. Box 735,
Stewartstown, PA 17363

Prisoners of War
Missing in Action
A group of current and former intelli-
gence officers has established an educa-
tional fund to provide goverment olTi-
cials and the general public with hard
factual proof that Americans were cap-
tured alive, in war, and were not re-
leased. The group publishes a monthly
newsletter called
The insider
that reviews CIA documents and
provides insight through review of
POW sightings and discrepancy
cases of captives who were hot re-
leased. For subscriptions or informa-
tion, please contact:

Michael Van Atta, Director
The POW Educational Fund
P.O. Box 735
Stewartstown Station, PA 17363
or phone
(717) 993-5498
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Cluster Map Now Available
Now you can have your own copy
of the famous “Cluster Map*” which
reports on 928 sighting lecations. This
11” by 17” color map was made with
data taken from 16.000 source intelli-
gence reports which have already Al
tered out all non prisoner or
‘accounted-for’ reports. All reports of
Garwood, Kay, Gay, or Gougelinan, as
well as yachtsmen, smugglers, living
freeiy, foreign nationals, dog tag re-
ports, remains reports, and crash site
reportshave already been filtered out
for you. The dataisa picture of DIA’s
databasewith 928 live sighting prisoner
reports, pinpointing their locations,
current to April 8, 1992 sighting re-
ports.
216 blue pins - 1970°s eyewitness
484 red pins - 1980-1990 eyewitness
218 yeltow - hearsay, date not reported
For your own copy send a §10
contribution to:
The POW Educational Fund, Inc.
P.O. Box 735
Stewartstown, PA 17363

Chuck Trowbndge, the current head of inves-
tigattons at the DIAs unit called the DPMO
{Defense Prisoners and Missing Office). The
cover letler is written by LTC Victor G,
Raphael, Jr. The memo was written for Ron
Knecht, a Special Assistant to ASD/C31.
Those involved with meeting with the Viet-
namese to present DOD's drafl policy on the
POW/MIA problem are: Carl W. Ford, Jr. the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense, Mr.
Duane Andrews a DOD advisor, Dick
Chaney the Secretary of Defense, and
Lawrence Eagleburger an Assislant Secretary
of State.

Other players in this policy change are
Under Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowilz
and 1t. General James Clapper, the head of

DIA, Gen. John Vessey, the Presidents spe-
cial envoy to Vielnam and Senator John Mc-
Cain (AZ)- a staunch and vocal supporter of
normalized relations with Vietnam,

The Vielnamese officials who were
involved in the game: Prime Minister Vo Van
Kiet, National Defense Minister Gen. Doan
Khuc, Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh Cam,
and Deputy Foreign Minister Le Mai.

United States policy that seeks to in-
volve those who we want to change to our
way of thinking is a flawed policy when
DOD outlines clearly that we would be will-
ing to accept less than our stated public posi-
tion - the fullest possible accounting - as a
settlement of the POW/MIA issue, and DOD
clearly oullined that rewards will be paid if
compliance 1o a [ess than complels account-
ing of the POW/MIAs was adhered to. DOD,
the U.S. policy makers, and the President
must not be caught offering rewards for sub-
standard resulis or performance, but this is
exactly what has happened. Charges of an
impropriety are no longer baseless.

DOI¥s actions such as these bring
irritations and not smiles from the MIA fami-
lies who placed their trust in DOD. It looks
like the folks at DOD are communist sympa-
thizers. The mysterious question is how DOD
got involved in guiding policy. DOD has a
liaison office on Capitol Hill and an agree-
ment with the House and Senate that if any
issue is to be brought up, that might effect
DOD, the issue should be brought to DOD so
that DOD can provide its views/comments in
a position papers written by DOD for law
makers who would be discussing the subject.
In effect DOD has established an early wam-
ing system on Capitol Hill that allows DOD
managers to draft "talking points” to be pre-
senied by military officers to elected officials
in what is called an effori to educale, but is in
reality is a lobbying effort to present DOD's
views to law makers, who will suppert DOD.
A pemsistent myth is that DOD is sincerely

This information service is designed to help President Clintorn’s appointees
and other officials understand that there are
unresolved problems of Americans who were captured alive and taken prisoner
(POWs), but who were not released.

March and increased field activities, resuits
JSrom implementation of the five points has
been minimal in terms of accounting for
missing Americans.(4)

-We believe, and hope you agree, that
it is the interest of both countries to get this
issue resolved as quickly and fully as possi-
ble so that we can put behind the problems of
the war and focus our attention on the fu-
ture.(5)

~The recent hearings of the Senate
Select Committee have generated more pub-
lic interest than at any time since the end of
the war. In this emotionally charged environ-
ment, results which have actually accounted
Jor missing Americans have been negligible
Jor well over a year, despite an increased
tempo of field activities.(5)

-During this same period, your gov-
ernment has been sending clear signals that
Yyou can account for many more Americans,
but perhaps may prefer a mechanism outside
of. or supplementary to, the joint field opera-
tions which could accelerate actual case
resolution.(7)

-The evidence which has come 1o our
attention has reinforced our long-held view
concerning the value of focusing on Viet-
nam'’s archival records and unilateral re-
mains repatriation efforts by your govern-
ment.(8)

-We had hoped that the information
provided by Under Secretary Wolfowitz and
Lt General Clapper last May regarding our
data base on your government's knowledge
would prompt a consensus decision by your
leadership to expedite resalts. It was intended
fo make our bilateral efforts more effec-
tive.(9)

-Whatever the channels chosen by
your leadership, our governments now have
an gpportunily o agree upon how to handle
the situation, provided we act quickly.(10)

-De to the privaie natire of the chan-
nels selected and our legal requirements 1o
inform the Congress and family members
directly affected, prudence suggest knowi-
edge of some of this information becoming
public is probable.(11)

-Should this occur without immediate
acceleration of unilateral Vietnamese ac-
tions, public opinion will certainly be hostile.

Demands created could make our current
course untenable and delay mutually desired
improvemenis in our bilateral relations.(12)

-We know your agree that this would
not be in the interests of either country.(13)

-For these reasons, we have come
directly fo you in (Washington, New York and
Hanoi) to try to work our a course of action
and acceptable explanations from which both
couniries can benefit (14)

-I would like to stop here and get your
comments especially your thoughts on how
we might proceed with a new initiative.(15)

(If prior set piece statements, such as
SRV Foreign Minister jusi siated in New
York, are made, react by stating that their
response is unsatisfactory, and continue
below).(16)

-We have considered plausible alter-
natives and have some ideas, but want io first
assure you that our intention is not only to
achieve our POW/MIA objectives, but recog-
nize both countries’ broader objectives as
well(17)

-Our suggestions were developed in
an attempt to address what we believe may
be some of your government’s sensitivities
and to rapidly achieve results in a way which

moves us forward.(18)

-At the same time, we believe this ap-
proach and anticipated results will minimize
as much as possible public antagonism about
the delay in receiving this information (19)

-This initiative could begin with a
public announcement by your government
noting that for the last serial monihs, Viet-
namese officials had embarked on country-
wide unilateral efforts to recover archives,
records, photographs and remains of unac-
counted for Americans.(20)

~While willing to continue the long-
term joint field operations to achieve the

Jullest possible accounting for all missing
Americans, adequate success has been
achieved unilaterally to warrant Vietnam's
publicly statement of its intention to begin
immediately and officially providing the U.S.
with the results of these efforts.(21)

-An announcement would be made
concerning the unilateral recovery of numer-
ous archival records, photographs and per-
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sonal effects of missing Americans which will
be turned over to the U.S., along with a invi-
tation for a team of U.S. research specialists
fo visit Vietnam ai an early date to partici-
pate in analyzing further materials as they
accumulate at both the central and provin-
cial level (22)

-Further, that rapid repatriation of the
remains of all Americans depicted as de-
ceased in the photographs, and those last
known alive discrepancy cases that may have
died, This should occur as quickly as mutu-
ally agreed upon arrangements can be made,
Jollowed by u public announcement of sched-
uled repatriations of additional remains
which U.S. forensic experts will be invited to
jointly examin.(23)

-In response, the U.S. would publicly
commend Vietnam's actions and, once these
actions have beern taken, we would immedi-
ately announce movement into Phase Il of
the "road map” pelicy.(24)

-This would include completing all
Phase If business related steps and working
with other countries on a program io help
Vietnam eliminate its arrears in the IMF.(25)

-Our announcemeni would also in-
clude a Phase IIf step: announcing that dis-
cussions would commence immediately on
exchanging diplomatic ligison offices in each
nation's capital (26)

-You may have other suggestions, and
we are certainly prepared lo consider any
alternative proposals; however, it should be
recognized that fime is crucial and the
graphic nature of the evidence thus far pro-
vided represents both a danger to your inter-
ests and an opportunity.(27)

-In our terms, we believe the process
we have jointly
developéd and implemented up 1o now is
taking precedence over results. Sucha

course could not, in any event, proceed indef-

initely, and the recent information makes a

reevaluation urgent.(28)

-I'm confident that you recognize that
with the current visibility of the issue in the
U.S. and the heightened political enrviron-
ment, all presidenffa! candidates and the new
Congress will have litle choice in reacting to
the event your goverrment has provided.(29)

-We hope to work together fo develop
a positive approach in this new emvironment,
one which will bring the results needed while
moving us forward on broader bilateral ob-

Jectives.(30) END

There are several ways too look at this
diplomatic communication presented behind
closed doors in a private meeting between
Vietnam's Foreign Minister and DOD offi-
cials, but the following are some of the views
of The Insider.

All outside indicators show clear that
the arrow shot by DOD did not miss the
mark, but hit a bull’s eye. Nothing can gener-
ate a more visceral bang than to look at that
facts,

BK 1910155592 Hanoi Voice of Viet-
nam Network in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 19
Oct 92 [Joint communique issued on 19 Oc-
tober in Hanoi by Vieinamese Government
and General John Vessey special emissary of
the U.8. President.]

-Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh Cam
and Gen. Vessey reviewed recent activities
related to the humanitarian concerns of both
countries.

-The two sides reached an agreement
on an important new step which aims at ac-
celerating resulis of the search for Americans
missing from the war, The Vielnamese Gov-
emment mformed Gen. Vessey (hat, lately,
Vietnam was unilaterally conducting a
country-wide search, of all of its archives for

(Continued onpage 5}

This information service is designed to help President Clinfon’s appointees
and other officials understand that there are
unresolved problems of Americans who were captured alive and taken prisoner
(POWs), but who were not released.
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testified about his observations while he
worked for U.S. 1eams doing field investiga-
tions in Vietnam wilh the JCRC and the JTF-
FA from 1989 through 1994. During this
time Mr. Janich siates that there was lack of
cooperation on the part of his Vielnamese
counter-paris and in fact, in some cases, there
was out-right obstruction of the POW/MIA
investigation by the Vietnamese. Reports of
substantial progress obtained as a result of
giving Hanoi concessions (lifting the IMF
loan band) (lifling of the trade embargo)
(opening diplomatic offices) have encour-
aged Vietnam to do as little as possible on the
POW/MIA issue. Vietnam is involved in
intrigueand cover-up, helped along by DOD's
silence about any failure on Vietnam’s part to
live up to ils agreements or commitments to
account for captured alive and missing Amer-
icans (POW/MIJAs).

Reviewing history, this is what hap-
pened:

-On July 2, 1993 Hanoi was rewarded,
the U.S. asked the IMF to allow Vietnam's
delinquent IMF loan to be re-writlen.

-Om July 20, 1993 The Siate Depart-
ment posted three inid-level diplomats in
Hanoi.

-On February 3, 1994 the U.S. im-

e

posed "trade embargo” agamst U.S. busi-
nesses trading with Vietnam was lifled.

-On July 11, 1995 the U.S. normalized
relations with Vietnam at a formal ceremony
at the White House-(no MIA lamilies were
invited to atlend).

Now the DOD, State Department, and
White House are looking for money and
approval of diplomats for postings in Viet-
nam and Senailor Jesse Helms, the head of the
Senate Foreign Relations Commitlee, has
halted all business meetings - holding 400
State Department promotions - blocking
more than a dozen treaties - refusing to con-
firm 30 Ambassadors and an Assistant Secre-
tary of State nominee. Helms has opposed
dealing with Vietnarmn until they account for
the last known alive POWs, While, DOD has
pulled the wool over the eyes of the U.S,
Congress and Senalte, the press, the American
public, the MIA families, Vietnam Velerans
and their friends (possibly President Clinton
is unawarc that DOD and Vietnam are sleep-
ing in the same bed as friends and comrads).

If you would like to obtain a copy of
the DOD/TSA document from which these
facts and views are extracted please send me
a self addressed pre-paid postage envelope.

The talking points were penned by

' The Insider

Mai} your check or money order for $24.00 for a one year subscription (12 Issues) to:
Post Office Box 735, Stewaristown Station, PA 17363

I i Start My Subscription 0 Tell me more { Iwanttohelp!

Your Name
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Your City,
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made in Hanoil)

(21) DOD told Vietnam that adequate
success has been achieved through bilateral
efforts to warrant Vietnam's publicly state-
ment that it will undertake unilateral efforts.
DOD told Vietnam that it was satisfied with
effort over results and that it was imperative
1o the plan to have Vietnam act independent
of DOD involvement.

(22) DOD told Vieinam that an an-
nouncement should be made by Vietnam that
unilateral recovery from numerous archival
records, photographs and personal effects has
been under way and that Vietnam will tumed
over to the U.S. research specialisis at an
early date materials collected. (Although this
public announcement by Vietnam was made,
no visual evidence has been presented or oral
statements have been made by DOD suppont-
ing that "archival cooperation” has happened,
other than the leaks of some of the photo
archives to private sector individuals, who
have put them on display.)

(23) DOD told Vietnam that public
announcements should be made when addi-
tional remains are repatriated (but, this has
only subtle and minimal happened on a small
scale).

(24) DOD told Vietnam that the U.S.
would publicly commend Vietnam's actions
and, we would immediately announce move-
ment along the "road map". (Although Viet-
nam has not, visibly proceeded along this
path, the U.S. has continued to do so, without
reciprocating actions by Vietnam.)

(25) DOD told Vietnam that business-
related steps and working for Vietnam to
eliminate ils arrears in the IMF, would be
actions that DOD would see to it were done
(and they did),

Looking back in history to the time
when Vietnam was penmitied to bring ils past
due IMF loans current without a payment
simply by agreement, on July 2, 1993 the

U.S. asked the IMF to allow Vietnam's delin-
quent IMF loan to be rewritten without any
payment, bring Vietnam's loans current and
making Vietnam eligible for additional loans.

(26) DOD told Vietnam that it would
gee to it that an exchange of diplomatic liai-
son offices would take place (and DOD did,
because on July 20, 1993 the State Depart-
ment posted three mid-level diplomats in
Hanoi in a liaison office).

{27) DOD told Vietriam that the
graphic nature of the evidence thus far pro-
vided represents both a danger to your inter-
ests and an opportunity. (Thus, DOD wamed
Vietnam that it would work on their behalf to
keep a lid on the information - photos of dead
Gl's, elc. - that clearly showed that Vietnam
knew more ahout the fate of several MIAs
but that Vietnam had refused or failed to
account for them physically.)

(28) DOD tells Vietnam that the
"established process" has "precedence over
results” and that it would not proceed indefi-
nitely. This a most revealing revolution, be-
cause DOD has stated clearly the Vietnam's
efforts have produced very small results, but
that DOD was willing to continue the smali
results producing efforts, even though they
were only marginally successful. No public
testimony given by DOD officials has ever,
once, hinted that acknowledgment of this
failure to produce results was acceptable.

(29) DOD admits to Vietnam that
public awareness and the political environ-
ment, presses upon DOD and Vietnam to
produce results that can only be achieved if
Vietnam cooperated in the outlined plan of
"PERCEPTION IS REALITY".

(30) DOD tells Vietnam that some
results are needed while we are moving for-
ward to normalize relations (but, not a full
accounting). So, where are the measurable
results?

On June 28, 1995 Michael Janich

Project:
Unauthorized Entry

The Live POW Lobby of
America sponsors trips back to
Vietnam and Laos to look for the
Americans who were captured alive
but not released. We provide maps
and put you with a team of
searchers in an area where there are
of live sighting reports. You stay in

during the day. We have a search
team advisory group that will help
you with every detail. We have sent
16 teams in the last 2 years into
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Russia,
and Cuba.

Ever thought of going to look for

the live POWs?

Call us today, because you can help.
A two week trip costs about $3500.
CONTACT
Michael Van Atta, Chairman
The Live POW Lobby of America
P.O.Box 736
Stewartstown Station, PA 17363
or phone
(717) 993-6498

This information service is designed to help President Clinton’s appointees
and other officials understand that there are
unresolved problems of Americans who were captured alive and taken prisoner
(POWs), but who were not released.

documents, photographs, and other materials
related o missing Americans and it will make
all material available to the U.S. at ils mililary
museums.

-The two sides also reviewed the U.S.'s
efforts to address Vietnam's humanitarian
needs. Gen. Vessey informed Prime Minister
Vo Van Kiet that the United States was mak-
ing available immediately a new disaster
assistance grant to help alleviate the suffering
of residents of Quang Binh Province, which
was affected by recent severe floods. Gen.
Vessey also noled the recent U.S, contribu-
tion of two million dollars through non-
govemment organizations to assist in Viet-

a hotel at night but search for POWs

nam impacted by returning refugees, as weil
as the implementation of 17 Fulbright schol-
arships for Vietnamese students. Gen. Vessey
further said that the U.S. would soon submit
concrete proposals regarding U.S. technicaj
assistance in Vietnam to address the impor-
tant health issue of malaria,

-The two sides reaffiomed their gov-
emmenis' desire for early normalization of
relations between the two countries. Gen.
Vessey mdicated that in the context of accel-
crated cooperation o resolve the MIA issue,
the United States will move rapidly toward
normalization of relations. END

Thus, Vielnam responded exactly as
prompted and coached,
based upon the "talking points" presenied on
October 7, 1992 by DOD 1o the Vietnamese.
The "alking points" reveal several here-fo-
for publicly unknown factors that exceeding
the understanding and expectations of the
average American:

(1) DOD told Vietnam that bilateral
cooperation (joint U.S. and Vietnam teams
working together in the field to resolve
POW/MIA cases) was working as requested
by the U.S. This aclion started when the
JCRC was established in February 1973 and
continues today under the names of the JTF-
FA (Joint Task Force for a Full Accounting)
that was established in January 1992. DOD
pushed Vietnam to allow joint investigations
of POW/MIA cases and the process has been
eslablished.

(2) DOD told Vietnam that agreements
reached orally were set in writing in a "road
map" defining a Quid pro Quo process that
basically says-you rub my back and I'll rub
yours, If Vietnam would proceed down the
path, so far, the U.S. would reward Vietnam
if they proceeded with progress towards what
DOD wanted. Basically, DOD would pay the
bills,

(3) In March 1992 Secretary Solomon,
received a commitment from President Bush
to continue along the “road map" drafted
under the Reagan Administration to solve the
POW/MIA problem and to improve relations,

(4) Resufts have been minimal in ac-
counting for POW/MIAs. Note that DOD's
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public statements reflected rhetoric that
mainfained that Vietham was being fully
cooperative and removed from its public
statement the term "minimal results".

(5) Quicken the pace can put the
POW/MIA problem behind us. DOD told
Vietnam that it was DOD's desire to put the
probiems of the Vietnam war behind thetn as
quickly as possible, that include the
POW/MIA problem.

{6) Results that have accounted for
missing Americans have been negligible.
DOD, again states that efforts have not pro-
duced results in accounting for POW/MIAs.
It should be fully apparent to anyone who
reviews DOD's public slatements that the
term "negligible resulis” was lefl out.

{7) Vietnam has signaled that they can
account for many more Americans, outside
of the formal mechanisin.

-Based upon the testimony given to
the Senate Select Committee by Robert Egan
on November 23, 1992, in which he stated
that before he lefl Vietnam on August 12,
1992, two communist pary officials said,
"We're going to release the pictures, helmets,
and documents on some men who died in
caplivity. They are going to release lots of ID
cards and artifacts with no admission and no
proof, all pre-1973 stuff, to be released step
by step.” Egan claims that he was shown this
material and it was offered to him, but he
declined i, asking instead for live POWs.

(8) Vietnam's archival records and
unilateral (not joint) efforts by Vietnam could
help resolve many POW/MIA cases.

-Based upon archival records that were
being collected by Ted Schwitzer who was
pari of an undercover private archival acqui-
sition program funded by the DOD in 1992,

(%) In May 1991 Under Secretary Wol-
fowilz and Lt. General Clapper gave Vietnam
copies of DIA’s data base, on cases in which
Vietnams government had knowledge on

missing Americans it had failed to account
for.

-Question-where is the Wol-
fowitz/Clapper list of individuals and the case
study or back up material to support this
DOD claim? Vessey produced his list wish
was made public mformation, but Wol-
fowitz/Clapper (Director of DIA) list has
never been made public information.

{10) The channels chosen by Viet-
nams' leadership were not government-to-
government, the Vietnamese supplied data
from its historical archives-passed through a
private channel.

-Ted Schwitzer cut a deal in 1992 to
buy information from the Vietnamese Army
on U.S. MIAs. Thousands of dollars was paid
to gain access and copy photos of-mostly
dead GT's, killed in battles that were pho-
tographed hy Victnam comhat photogra-
phers, during the Vietnam War. Schwitzer is
the back channel described in the ™alking
points”, the private back channet through
which the Vietnam choose to pass their war
time archives. Schwitzer's dealings were
presented by a former-CIA agent as a private
effort acquired by the DOD, but the "talking
points” tell a much different story-that the
DOD may have set up the Schwitzer deal
with Vietnam.

(11) DOD clearly states its legal re-
quirements to inform the Congress and fam-
ily members of data it collects on a specific
MIA cases-a legal requirement that some
MIA families say is not completely and to-
tally followed by DOD.

(12) DOD requested Vietnam to em-
bark on a unilateral journey, showing that
Vietnam acted alone, without U 8. involve-
ment, to resolve POW/MIA cases. To prove
that Vietnam was being "totally cooperative”
DOD ask Vietnam to take independent steps
that could be used to support the, "being
totally cooperative" argument or conclusion.

This information service is designed to help President Clinton’s eppointees
and other officials understand that there are
unresolved problems of Americans who were captured alive and taken prisoner
(POWs), but who were nof released,

DOD in effect guided Vietnam to take steps
that would be called "cooperation”.

(13) DOD encourages Vietnam to see
that their failure to act on their own would
not be in the best interests of either country.
DOD, in effect, guided Vielnam to take steps
that would be perceived as "cooperation”.

(14) DOD went to the Vietnamese,
direcily, to try to work out acceptable actions
and/or acceptable explanatjons. If Vietnam
choose not to act they could provide accept-
able explanations which DOD outlined in
advance. (This action of complicily is a clear
mistake, for DOD to present that it would be
willing to accept a simple "explanation” in-
stead of action. In some MIA cases this is
exactly what happened. Vielnam provided
oral history recollection by former POW
camp commanders and DOD "resolved” MIA
cases, with no physical evidence, based only
upon the verbal assurances by Vietnam.)

(15) DOD Requested that Vietnam
state their position, The assumption that must
be drawn here is that Vietnam stated its
agreement, because the actions that followed
bear out that the Vietnamese followed the
steps outlined by DOD.

(16) DOD acknowledges that Viet-
namese officials have given prior set piece
statements that have no substance. Publicly
DOD never has made the public or the MIA
families aware that DOD considered Viet-
namese actions to have "no substance™. In
fact DOD public statements have always
masked its remarks about Vietnam in the
policy statement that Vietnam was being
fully cooperative, when in reality they were
not.

(17) DOD tells the Vietnamese that
they would consider plausible alternatives
instead of physical accounting and assured
the Vietnamese that our intention is to recog-
nize both countries' broader-normalize ties-
the main objective. Continuing on the same
theme, DOD 1ells Vietnam that it would ac-
cept "plausible altematives” or explanations
instead of a physical accounting. DOD has
never publicly staied that it would be willing
to accept explanation instead of evidence.

(18) DOD recognizes Vietnam holds
some sensitive records but by releasing them
secretly Vietnam can achieve results that will

THE INSIDER newsleiter started publi-
cation in January 1982 and is written by
a group of current and former intelli-
gence officers who sel up an educational
fund to provide government officials
and the general public with hard, factual
proof that Americans were captured
alive, in war, who were not released.
The group publishes a monthly newslet-
ter called THE INSIDER that reviews
CIA documents, interviews intelligence
officers, provides insight through ana-
Iytical review of Pnsoners of War sight-
ings and discrepancy cases of captives
who were not released. THE INSIDER
is available in hard copy format on a
subscription basis at $24.00 for 12 is-
sues; or using personal computers via
phone modem on the military affairs
section on COMPUSERVE, the POW
Computer Network and the National
Forget-Me-Not Association Computer
Network. For a hard copy subscription,
write to:

Michael Van Afta,
P.0. Box 735
Stewartstown Station, PA 17363

move us forward without a full accounting.
DOD encouraged Victnam to "deal secretly”
with DOD on sensitive material, so that it
would not damage Vietnam's public image as
being "fully cooperative" and helpful in ac-
counting for POW/MIA cases. (If Vietnam
had American POWs they execuled in captiv-
ity, DOD would possibly heip hide this infor-
mation from the American public, the press
and the MIA families.)

(19) DOD will minimize public antag-
onism towards Vieinam, DOD clealy states
that it is willing to hide POW/MIA data that
would put Vietnam in a poor light.

(20) DOD told Vietnam, to begin, they
must make a public announcement that for
the last several months, Vietnamese officials
had embarked on country-wide unilateral
effort to recover archives, records, pho-
tographs and remains of unaccounied for
Americans. (This is exactly what happened as
demonstrated below by public addresses



