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VAN MIEU- Quae Til GIAM 

Van Mi~u - Qu&c Tv Gieim, Ha Ni)i bi~u tuqng viin hoa 
nho glaO eua Vi~t Nam, 18 di tich lich su van hoa tieu bi~u 
va quan tr()ng van b~c nhAt eua Thu do H a NQi va ell nUDe. 

D~i vi~t su ky toan tht! vi~t : uNiim eanh Tuitt. nien 
hi~u Th~n Vii thu 2 (1070) diri vua Ly Thanh Tong, miia 
thu thang Tam d1Jl1g Van Mi~u, d~p tU<;fng Kh5ng Tii, Chu 
COng va Tu Ph.}i, ve tU<;fng th~t th~p nhi hi~n bAn miia 
cung ~ va eho Hoang Thai Ttl d~n h~c" . 

Niim 1076 vua Ly Nhfm Tong I~p Qu5c Tii Giam ben 
c~nh Van Mi~u eho con em t~ng lop quan I~i quy ~c va 
hQC sinh gioi trong nuOc d~n h Qc. 

Viri han 700 nam ho~t d!lng (1076-1779) Qu5c Tii Giam, 
truifng d~i h~ d~u tien ella Vi~t Nam dii dao ~n hang 
nghtn nhsn tai eho dilt ntroc, trong do co nhs 511' h~ Ngo 
81 Liim, nhs toan h~c LUling Th~ Vinh, TIha bac h~c Le Quy 
Don, nha chtnh tM ngo~i giao Ngo Thl Nh~m ... 

Tnii qua hem 900 n8m. Van Mi~u- QuAe 'N Glam dii 
dulJC nhi~u I~n tu 1>6, ton t<:t0 nhung van gitl dUfJc dang ve 
c6 kinh viti d~c dl~m ki~n truc cua nhi~u trl~u d~i va nhi~u 
hi~n v~t quy bria Ism chung tich cho nghin na m van hi~n 
nhu : Bi a ti~n 6), gac Khue Va n , gi~ng Thien Quang, nhs 
Bai Dl1c1ng, Di~n Thanh , tU(1J1g Kh;;ng Tu, r~ng da, nghien 
da, tlcang ck . Cling Val nhung ciiy da, cay d~i c~ thl,l da 
t ung chun~ ki~n vl~ t~ Ie, hl!C hanh, thi cu qua cac tri ~u 
d~i Ly, Tran, U . 

82 t~m bia ti~n S) la nhLlng phi~n da lOll duqc d~t tren 
lung rua viri nhl~u dang ve khac nhau dUIJe d\!llg ttl nam 
1484 d~n nam 1780 ghi I~i ho ten, que quan cua 1306 ti~n 
5) cua 82 khoa thl. 

Vi~ dt,tng bia ght tim cac vi d& ti~n 5) cua cac tri~u d~i 
Is nh~m m\lc ruch khuy~n hl!C va d~ cao hi~n tal. 

Vim Mi~u- QuAc TU Giarn hi~n nay dang dUlJc tu hA, tim 
t~o khong chi d~ xUng dang viYi m~t di tlch nch 5U - van 
hoa cA kinh , rna con 18 nm tA chuc cac hOl,lt d{)ng van hoa 
khoa h9C d~m da ban 5.ftC dan tc:lc cua thu do H it N~i. 
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" Virtuous and talented men 

are state s ustaining elements: 

The st,enghth and the prosperity 

of a s tate depend on its stable vi­

tality and it becomes weaker as 

such vitality fails. That is why all 

the saint emp erors and clear­

sighted kings didn't fail in see­

ing to th e formation of men of 

ta lent and the employment of 

literati to develop this vitality. " 

Memoir on the Stele 01 Doctors. Laureates 

at ""'an fuel Exa mination, Dol Boo C>,1losl1c 

TItle, Tlird Yea (1 442 ) 

VAN MIEU - QUae TU GIAM 

Van Mieu - Quoc Tu Giam in Hanoi (The Temple 
of Lite rature and ational Univers ity ) is not only a 
symbol of Confucianism but a lso an extr emely signifi ­
cant cultural and histori cal vestige of Vietna m in gen­
era l and of Hanoi in particular. 

According to The Complete Hi sto ry of the Great 
Vi et : "In th e Autumn of the year Canh Tuat, t h e sec­
ond year of Than Vu (1070), in th e 8th lunar month , 
during the reign of King Ly Thanh Tong, t he Temple 
of Literature was bui It_ The statu es of Confucius, hi s 
four best di scip les (Tu Phoi ) and Chu Cong were 
carved and 72 other statues of Co nfucian schol ars 
we re painted. Ceremonies were dedicated to th em in 
each of the four seasons. The Crown Princes Studied 
here." 

[n 1076 Kinh Ly Nhan Tong ordered th e building 
of Quoc ' l'u Giam (National Univercity ) close to Van 
Mi eu to teach the children of Mandarins and Ar isto­
crats as well as the best students of the common peo­
ple. 

Althou gh Van Mi eu - Quoc Tu Gia m has bee n re­
paired a nd restored many t imes over 900 yea rs it s till 
preserves it s ancient a rchitectura l sty le of s uccessive 
dynasties and precious re li cs ren ecting the Millinery 
ci vi lization , s uch as stelae with the inscripti ons of the 
names of laureates. the pavilion dedi cated to the con­
stellati on of literature (Khue Van Cacl. t he we ll of 
Heave nl y Clar ity (Thien Qua ng Tinh ), the Great 
House of Ceremonies, Kowtow portico and the sanc­
tua ry. the statue of Co nfucius. the sto ne dragons, the 
ancient wa ll. the ink stone stands, still standing are 
also the banyan and fr a ngipani and oth er secular 
trees which witnessed the many festivals, offering 
ceremoni es, lite ra ry di scussions . study sessions and 
examinations under Ly , Tran, Le dynasties. 

Of particu lar interest are 82 stone ste lae pl aced on 
tortoi se shell s with different styles_ They were erected 
betwee n 1484 and 1780 bearing the names and birth 
pl aces of 1306 docto r laureates of 82 examinations 
held at Quoc Tu Giam in those yea rs_ 

The erectio n of t he st elae a nd engraving of th e 
names of th e doctor laureates under different dyna s­
ti es were aimed at encouraging learning and showing 
honour to t he talented men. 

At prese nt. Van Mieu- Quoc Tu Giam is being re­
paired a nd r estored to its ori gi nal featu re in order to 
emphas ize its importance as a hi s torical cultu ral ves­
ti ge of the entire nation a nd a venue of traditional 
cultura l and scientific activiti es in t he Capital of 
Hanoi 
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CONFUCIUS 
(551-479B.C) 

Confucius (Kung Fu- tse) was a native of 
the Kingdom of Lu in ancient China, now in 
Qufu district, Shang Dong province. Confu­
cius was the great philosopher and teacher 
who founded a doctrine bearing his name, 
confucianism, which has had far reaching im­
pact on the culture, psychology and ethics of 
the Chinese people and other peoples in 
neighbouring countries, including Vietnam. 

Confucius has been honoured as the "Teacher of ten thounsand generations". 
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Khue Van Pavilion and stelae of laureates. 

THE CENTRE OF CULTURAL- SCIENnFlC 
ACTIVITIES VAN MIEU- QUOC TU GIAM 

The Centre assumes the tasks of: 
- Preserving and restoring the vestige, 
- Organizing cultural and scientific activities, 
- Providing tourist services . 
The Centre welcomes all assistance and cooperation 

of cultural and scientific organizations and individu­
als at home and aboard interested in researching, 
preserving and developing Vietnam's national 
culture. 

MAP OF VAN MIEU - QUOe TU GIAM 
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