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HANOIL, Vietnam (AP) — Fifty U.S. and Vietnamese officials met for
three hours Saturday in negotiations designed to chart the future
course of relations between the two former battlefield foes.

After a round of pleasantries, the discussions got down to the
serious business of Americans missing in action fram the war.

The 35-member U.S. delegation, including members of the five largest
veterans organizations in the United States, proposed that Vietnam do
more on its own to resolve the fate of the MIAs.,

Among other things, the United States asked the Vietnamese side to
turn over more remains and battlefield documents that might help locate
others.

President Clinton has made the granting of most-favored-nation trade
status to Hanoi and the establishment of full diplamatic relations
contingent on Vietnam's cooperation and on progress in the fullest
possible accounting of the MIas.

"Speaking on behalf of the American veterans ... The majority of us
think that if we can resolve the POW-MIA issue, the war will truly be
over," said Hershel Gober, deputy secretary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and head of the U.S. delegation,

"I think there has been same tangible results,” Gober told reporters
later. "I think the Vietnamese are making an effert. I think there are
pecple in America that think they can do more.”

Representatives of the veterans groups took a wait-and-see attitude
and said they were opposed to normalization of relations and
most—favored-nation trade status pending more cooperation.

"The tone has been ... that there needs to be more unilateral work
done by the Vietnamese,.” said John F. Sommer, Jr., executive director
of the American lLegion, the largest U.S. veterans organization with 3.1
million members and 16,000 posts across the United States.

Both the U.5. and Vietnamese MIA Offices in Hanoi, who work
together, have been saying that the Vietnamese are cooperating and that
there has been progress.

Vu Chi Cong, head of the Vietnamese MIA office, said that during
Saturday's negotiations the Vietnamese "explained very clearly that we
do as much as possible.”

"We have no interest in hiding documents," he said. "We have a lot
of difficulty in finding documents.”

"About 50 percent of the remains returned are from the pecple, so
the help of the people increased sharply, and this is a very positive
facter,” said Le Mai, deputy foreign minister and head of the
Vietnamese delegation.

But the American Legion's Sammer wasn't convinced.

"We haven't seen the progress that others have claimed has been
made," said Scammer, .

The two countries are preparing to open diplomatic missions after
signing a formal agreement last month. These would be upgraded to full
embassies once President Clinton is satisfied with progress on the MIA
issue.

Le Mai said the American mission can open whenever its members find
housing in Hanoi.

The U.S5. delegation, which arrived Friday, included Winston Lord,
assistant secretary of state. Delegation members also met with Do Muei,
secretary—general of the Cammnist Party, and with Vietnamese war
veterans, who pledged their support in trying to determine the fate of
the American MIAs,

So far this year, Vietnam has tummed over 3% sets of remains
believed to be those of Americans. It turned over 67 sets of remins
last year and 35 in 1992. Since the war ended in 1975, Vietnam has
turned over 623 sets, according to records of the U.S. MIA office in
Hanoi. Of that number, 287 have been identified as Americans.

The United States lists 2,231 Americans as missing in action fram
the war, including 1,641 in Vietnam, 504 in Laos, 78 in Cambodia and 8
in China.

But witnesses have confirmed that half those were killed in action,
even though their remains have not been recovered, U.5. officials say.
More than 400 others were lost over the sea and their remains probably
will never be recovered, officials say.
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HnNOI, Vietnam (ap) -- Vietnam has pledged to intensify its efforts
to resolve the cases of mmer icans missing in action from the wal in
return for diplmatic recoghiticn by the United States

rrost-favored—nation trade status: nigh-level U.S. delegation members

The 35-member american delegation wound up tWo days of major talks
in Hanoi, thep £lew south to Da NMang for a first-hand jook at a joint
U.5.-Vietnamese field search for MIAS.

The delegation included representatives of the five jargest U.S.
veterans organizations, who oppose normalization of relations with
yietnam until they are satisfied with the progress being made in the
fullest possibie accounting of the MIAS.

members of the delegation told a DEWS conference they were
encouraged by Yietnam's pledys of increased cocperation, especially @
get up its oWn research team to gearch for more documents that could
solve the fate of the MIAS. The United States has its own teal
investigating the MIAs, often jointly with the Vietnamese.

gut U.S. officials are urging the vietnamese to do more on their own
in obtaining documents and in getting villagers to tarm gver more
remains they are believed holding .

"Je realize we will never be able to account for every American that
was lost in the wat," said Rershel Gober , deputy secretary of Veterans
affairs and head of the U.S. delegation. "We have toO resolve this igsue
and it's to the interest of Vietna® to continue to cooperate, which
they are, SO rhat we can move to sane of the other things.”

The talks, described as cordial, strai.ghtforward and productive by
the delegaticn, brought the one-time pattlefield foes closer €O
diplomatic ties.

Relations between the two nations nave warmed in the past year:
especially since President Clinton 1ifted a 19-year trade embargo last
Feb. 3. They appear to be at their pest since the end of the war nearly
20 years ago-

The delegation acknowledged progress has been made in accounting for
the B , but it echoed Clinton's position that more results must be
obtained pefore the twWO pations could restore full diplomatic relations
ard sign a trade agreement.

Put the United States appeared to pe softening its stand on human
rights in yietnam. The .5, State Department 1ast February cited the
Communist government for severelY 1imiting freedem of speech, presss
asserbly ard associations apd holding political prisoners-

nThis issue Was raised, and it's one of great importance to the
United States," said pssistant Secretary of State Winston Lord. "This
is a global approach. We do not single out vietnam or any cther

Foreign Ministry and “agaln underlined the importance of the issue."
*1 @id raise some specific cases for parpose of access or more

information about them,” he said. wMany of these have been presented by

members of the House and Senate of our Congress and they (the
vietnamese) indicated they would try to get us more jinformation on
these subjects.”

10rd said has proposed another round of talks on human rights son
at a time and place to be set. Talks were neld previously in New York
last February.

put Gober said, "the only issue {s POW-MIA in this deleqation.“

5o far this yeal, vietnam has rumed over 39 sets of remains
polieved to be tnose of americans. 1t rurmned over 67 sets of rerains
1ast year and 15 in 1992. Since the war ended in 1973, vietnam has

urmed over 623 setsy according to records of the U.5. MIA office in
Hanoi. Of that number, 287 have been jdentified as Americans.

The United States jists 2,231 Americans as missing in action from
the war, including 1,641 in vietnam, S04 in Laos, 18 in Cambodia and 8
in China.

But witnesses have confirmed that half those were killed in actiony
aven though their remains have not been recovered: U.5. officials say-
More than 400 others were 1ost over the sea and their rerains propably
will never be recovered, officials say-
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HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — A Vietnam War veteran will head the new U.S.
diplomatic mission in Hanoi, a senior State Department official told
Cammnist leaders Saturday.

James Hall, 54, head of the department's Office of Vietnam, Laos ard
Cambodia, was presented to Cammunist Party Secretary-General Do Muoi as
the top envoy to Hanoi.

Hall was introduced by Assistant Secretary of State Winston Lord,
part of a U.S. delegation on a four-day visit to Vietnam to assess
progress in accounting for Americans missing in action in the Vietnam
War.

The United States and Vietnam signed agreements last month to open
diplomatic missions in Hanoi and Washington, a preliminary step toward
full diplomatic relations. The United States is expected to open its
mission in Hanoi as soon as offices and housing can be arranged.

But President Clinton has made the granting of further ties
contingent on progress in obtaining the fullest possible accounting of
the MIAs.

At talks Saturday, the 35-member U.S. delegation, including members
of the five largest U.S. veterans organizations, proposed that Vietnam
do more an its own to resolve the fate of the MIAs.

The U.S. team also asked the Vietnamese to turn over more remains
and battlefield documents that might help locate other MIAs.

"The majority of us think that if we can resolve the POW-MIA issue,
the war will truly be over," said Hershel Gober, deputy secretary of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and head of the U.S. delegation.

Vu Chi Cong, head of the Vietnamese MIA office, said the Vietnamese
"axplained very clearly that we do as much as possible.

"We have no interest in hiding documents," he said. "We have a lot
of difficulty in finding documents.”

Since the war ended in 1975, Vietnam has turned over 623 sets of
remains, of which 287 have been identified as Americans, according to
U.S. records.

The United States lists 2,231 Americans as missing in action fram
the war, including 1,641 in Vietnam, 504 in Laos, 78 in Cambodia and
eight in China.

But U.S. officials believe half those were killed in action, even
though their remains have not been recovered. More than 400 others were
lost over the sea and their remains probably will never be recovered,
officials say.

Hall served extensively in Vietnam.

In 1965-66, as an Army captain, he was based in the Mekong Delta as
a district adviser to the U.S.-backed South Vietnamese regime that was
defeated in 1975 by the Coammunist North Vietnamese.

He was with the U.S. Agency for International Development in Phong
Dinh Province in 1971-72. He was an economic officer at the U.S.
Embassy in Saigon from 1973 until he left 10 days before the fall of
the South Vietnamese capital on April 30, 1975. He married a Vietnamese
woman, Phan Thanh Huong, in 1973. The couple has three daughters.

Hall later served as a diplomat in China and Burma. He was pramoted
to his current position in June 1993.



Labour Law Passed

But does noft re
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of deliberarion and

i more than 30 rejected
wiimm miie drafts, Vietnam’s
National Assembly has finally
passed the controversial Labour
Code which is expected to curb
the recent outbreak of strikes
and weed-out unwanted foreign ¥
investors who are physically
abusing staff.

At least 20 of the 70 strikes
across Vietnam over the past
two years have erupted at
foreign enterprises, some of
which, according to a govern-
ment official, were in protest
over “mediaeval” conditions
imposed against Vietnamese
workers, which set wage pack-
ets well below the legal mini-
mum wage.

Mr Ha Ngoc Que, legal affairs
assistant to the Minister of
Labour, Invalids and Social
Affairs, said one foreign
employer made a staff member
stand outside under the hot
sun for half a day as a punish-
ment for arriving to work lare.

“Many Deputies are not
satisfied with certain situations
especially the question of
maltreatment of the workers,”
Mr Que said.

“Of course it’s not the major-
ity, but it’s not just one or two
foreign managers. They beat
them ... slap them as one kind
of punishment, keep them
standing under the sun for
half a day ... it’s mediaeval.”

“It is unlawful. It is against
233, he said referring to
Decree 233, which was intro-
duced in June 1990. This Decree

ANOI After 18 years
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set special labour regulations
for enterprises with foreign
investment.

Under the government decree,
foreigners are required to follow
regulations including rules on
minimum wages, annual leave
and matcrmty feave.

Thc new labour code, which
will take effect from January 1,
1995, following six months of
fine tuning, will primarily affect
the local Vietnamese private and
State-owned sectors.

Foreign investors, however,
will have to follow both the new
Law and still be required to
operate under Decree 233 which
in its original form is now
considered inappropriate. In
light of the new labour code,
it will have to be abolished or
revised, according to Mr Que.

He said foreign investors
would be required to follow
both the new labour code
and must also abide by °
Decree 233, meanwhile the
Government will ger to work
on a new set of regulations
for foreigners.

“The Government started
working on the decree last
year and had hoped to revise,
or replace it in six months
in conjunction with the imple-
mentation of the labour code”
he said.

The new Labour Law is a
cluster of codes comprising 17
chapters, which address issues
including occupational health
and safety, training and voca-
rion, employment contracts,
wages, compensation, female

o INBOUND/OQUTBOUND '

eplace
- Decree 233!

labour, trade unions and
labour disputes.

The right to strike and the
minimum wage are among
the issues to be finalised by
the government over the next
six months.
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Forelgn investors are requu'ed
to pay a minimum wages to
unskilled workers of ($35 in
HCMC and $30 in Hanoi)
however, according to Mr Que,
many foreigners do not comply
with this.

He said some companies pay
$20 a month to workers and
others were applying the basic
wage to skilled Vietnamese
employees. With the increase in
the cost of living, the basic wage
for an unskilled workers ar a
state enterprises is expected to
increase to $50 a month when
the code is finalised.

This will lift the basic wage at
fore:gn enterpnses Mr Que said.
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Matermty is another issue to
be addressed in Decree 233. At
the moment, women working
for foreign funded enterprises
are offered three months
maternity leave, which is less
than those working in the
domestic sector, who get a full
six months.

The government considered
six months too long and has
reduced it, under the new code,
to berween four and six months,
a move which is likely to increase
the period of maternity leave
time for women employed by
foreign companies.

By Tina Diaz

Annual Lcavc as spcc1flcd
under Decree 233 is currently
three weeks. The Vietnamese
sector allows only 10 days.
Under the new labour code, staff
are offered 12 days for the first
five years® work, and a bonus
day each year thereafter. Decree
233 will be adjusted in line
with this.
i U

Stnkes u.nder the new labour
code are permitted. Workers
can legally strike if more than
50% of the employees vote to
walk out. Strike action at a
company must be declared 24
hours before the workers
walk out.

Social Security contributions
is a major complaint of investors
about Decree 233 provisions.
Under these special financial
contributions employers for
employees contribute 15% of
their employees gross salary
for a social security fund.

However, Mr Que would not
say whether this would change
following the approval of the
new labour code.

Fines and the cancellation of
licenses, come with the intro-
ducrion of the new code if
companies, local or foreign
violate the law.

' He said it was the government’s

intention to gradually edge
towards one uniform system
for foreign state enterprise and
private enterprises, but this
would not happen in the next
two years. |
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