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85. (') LTJG Hapson believed the base course and i
. speed of the formation to be
185 , 16 knots, and that MELBOURNE would continue the zigzag (R, p. 117, 119, exhibit 30).

66. .U} LTJG Hopson believed that during the * " '
cour<o would be 205° (R, p. 117). 9 e "Form Column" maneuver, MELBOURNE's

8?.1 EU) LTJG Ramseg knew that MELBOURNE's course and speed in accordance with the
zigz=t nlan was 260°, 18 knots, at the time of execute "Form Column" (Exhibit 100).

8d. gU) Hhatevgr exchange may have taken place between LTJG Ramsey and LTJG Hopson
lnAfoanCt1°n with the maneuver, it failed to reveal their divergent views as to
tvAlS' speed and MELBOURNE's base course, course steered, and speed {Oeduction).

8%. (U} At the time the signal to form column was received, the CIC Watch QOfficers
were ENS Alan #. Armstrong, USN, as Evaluator, and ENS Robert 6. Brandon, USN, as
bunnery Liaison Officer., Neither survived the collision (R, p. 112, 586).

92.“ 'J} At no stage during the "Form Column® maneuver did either LTJG Ramsey or
E J3 Hopron consult with or ask for any information from the Combat Information
enter or act on any information which may have been received from the Combat
Information Center {Deduction).

91. (U) There is no conclusive evidence as to whether or not CIC made recommendations -~
or provided information to the EVANS' bridge (R, p. 128; Exhibit 100, 101}.

9z. (U} The radar bearing of MELBOURNE, before EVANS moved in answer to the execute
Fcem Qo]umn signal, which LTJG Hopson says he took as 0B49% was incorrect as such

a bearing would have placed EVANS well to north of MELBOURNE's track throughout the

maneuver (R, p. 117; Deduction}. !

93. ‘U) At the time he took the radar bearing, LTJG Hopson measured a radar range
to MELBEOURNE of 3,800 yards (R, p. 117).

9a. (U)'LTQG Hopson did not make a visual sighting of MELBOURNE before he gave the
order 109 right rudder (R, p. 117).

9§. (Q) LTdG Hopson, who had the conn, either on his own initiative or at the
d1rect1on.of LTJG Ramsey, ordered 10° right rudder after receipt of execute "Form
Column" signal (R,p. 117; Exhibits 100 and 101).

96. (U) CO EVANS was not called by the 00D, LTJG Ramsey, or by anyone else through-
out the period from "Execute to follow form column® until collision (R, p. 124).

97, (U)lAt some stage during the “Form Column” maneuver, LTJG Ramsey attempted a
maneuvering board solution but abandoned it because he thought it was impracticable,
due to the close range (Exhibit 101).

98. {U) The movement of EVANS towards her course fram forward of MELBOURNE caused
concern in the mind of CO MELBOURKE and he ordered the transmission of a signal
telling EVANS that his course was 260° (R, p. 85, 86)}.

99. (U) A signal was sent to EVANS from CTU 472.1.0 meaning, "My course is 260
time 2012". The figures for the course were sent in code (Exhibft 27).

100. (U) The signal was received and receipt was transmitted by EVANS (Exhibit 27}.

101. (U) Either before, at, or immediately after the “Form Column" signal was
executed, CO MELBOURNE, ordered MELBOURNE's navigational lights turned on full
brilliance (R, p. 168}.

702. (i) Within two minutes after the execution of the "Form Column" sigmal,
MELBOURNE's navigational lights were on at full brilliance where they remained

until collision (R, p. 168, 266).

103. gﬂﬁ When LTJG Ramsey received the PRITAC message from the Task Unjt Commander
reading “JULIET SEVEN THIS IS MIKE TWQ MIKE CORPEN SHACKLE ZULU UNIFORM UNIFORM
LIMA UNSHACKLE TIME TWQ ZERD ONE TW0," he unshackled the letters ZUUL to read 16G.
The correct unshackle by the code in force for 3 Jun 1969 was 260 (Exhibits 100,

101).

103.a. {(U) When LTJG Ramsey received a PRITAC CORPEN signal reading in its un-
classified form "EVANS this is Task Unit Commander, My course is 260 TIME 2012"
(ZULU TIME), he decoded the codewords representing 260 as 160. The figures 260

had been correctly coded, by the code in force at the time, and all other witnesses
who decoded the figures decoded them as 260 (Exhibit 101).

104. (@) The letters 2UUL d% not unshackle to 160 by the code for any day in Jun
1969. . ) . . B
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105. (@ By the code in force at the ti i i i
L) ime the only combination of 1
way similar to ZUUL which unshackle to 160 is NVU{. strers in any

106. LTJG Ramsey received the si i
. C gnal MIKE CORPEN 260 TIME 2012 (Z) which he
;28ﬁ1?ggh§;_d1fferent times to read either "F CORPEN (Exhibit 100) or "M CORPEN

xhibit 101) and interpreted it to mean that MELBOQURNE was coming left to a
tourse. possibly a flying course, of 160° (Exhibits 100, 101).

t06.a. (U} LTIG Ramsey incorrectly i i i

: ¥ 1nterpreted the CORPEN signal as meaning that
EEL?ggENEhwas in the Process of turning left to a course, possibly a f1ying course,
of 260°"" en the signal was an information signal which in fact meant, "My course

;gii égz :Inggsgsege:g§ aware :rgm visual observation that he was on MELBOURNE's
ing reached about 020°-030° in her initial turn t tarb d
before LTJG Hopson ordered left rudder {Exhibit 101). o srarhosr

108. {(U) When EVANS' heading was a i ° i initi i
3 pproximately 040° during her initial right turn
she bore about 245° from MELBOURNE and was at &2 range of about 2,600 yards {Deduction).

;Egﬁe(U) AngrIEVANS had steadied on & course of about 050°, which was a collision

: ar cg ¥sion course, with MELBOURNE on a course of 260°, LTJG Hopson was confused
]egiusg the V1sua1'bear1ng of 070° which he took of MELBOURNE at this time had moved
eft instead of right as he expected. This was the first visual bearing he took
during the maneuver (R, p. 117).

110. {U) When EVANS steadied on a course of about 050° she bore about 245° from
MELBOURNE and was at a range of about 2,200 yards {Deduction).

111, {U) EVANS was seen by observers in MELBOURNE to stead i
; a y on a course which the
CO MELBOURNE believed to be a collision course {R, p. 86).

T]2._(q) CO MELBOGRNE ordered the transmission of a signal to EVANS, “You are on a
collision course” (R, p. 86).

1¥3. (U) When CO MELBQURNE ordered this transmission, EVANS bore 245° from MELEOLURNE
and was at a range of about 2,000 yards (Deduction).

114. (U) After EVANS steadied on a course of about 050°, LTJG Hopson either on his
?;n 1n1%;;§1ve or at the direction of LTJG Ramsey ardered 5° or 10° of left rudder
L A P o .

115. (U) As EVANS began to swing slowly left with 5° or 10° Teft rudder, EVANS'
bearing from MELBGURNE, having been steady at about 245° for about a minute, began
to draw right - that is, finer on MELBOURKE's port bow (R, p. 86).

116. {U) Whatever visual checks LTJG Hopson made of MELBOURNE did not reveal to him
?S :as on ?ELBOURNE'S port bow and naot on MELBOURNE's starboard bow as he believed
eduction).

117. (U) The signal from CTU 472.1.0 to EVANS, "You are on a collision course,” was
558?5m1tted and due to the non receipt of a “Roger” the signal was repeated (R, p.

118. (U} It is not known whether LTJG Ramsey made, with binoculars, a visual check
of MELBOURNE {Exhibits 100, 101). N

319. (U} MELBOURNE's port navigation light at full brillance showed LTJG Ramsey
at this time a discernible aspect of the carrier {Exhibit 101).

120. {U) Red lights were observed on the bridge or directly below, on the starboard
side of EVANS, after she completed her initial turn to starboard in her maneuver to

take station (R, p. 170, 171, 34%).

121. (U) EVANS' port and starboard running lights were on at the time of collision.
There i5 no evidence as to who ordered or turned them on, or when they came on

(R, p. 282, 264)..

122. {U) About 15-20 seconds after he heard the signal, “You are on a collision
course,” LTJG Ramsey ordered "Right full rudder" {Exhibit 101).

123. {(U) LTJG Ramsey then transmitted to MELBOURNE, "Roger my rudder is right full
over," which was receipted for by MELBOURNE (Exhibit 101},

124. (G) At approximately the same time as LTJG Ramsey's order, "Right full rudder,*

CO MELBOURNE ordered, “Port 30 - Port 35" (Deduction).

125. (U) When the wheel orders, "Right full rudder," in EVANS, "Port 30 - gpyt_35,“s
in MELBOURNE were given, the bearing of EVANS from MELBOURNE was ab 2475 a )
range about 1200 yards (Oeduction). : IR e,
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126 (uy €0 MELB?URNE then ordered the transmission of a signal to EYANS, "I am
going hard left. He also ordered the sounding of two short blasts on the siren
which was done within a few seconds (R, p. 87).

127. {U) The transmission of the signal, "I am going hard left," was commenced
and completed within 1% seconds after the transmission, "Roger my rudder is
right full" (deduction).

128, EU) The ships proceeded under these rudder orders {Findings of fact 120
and 122} until the collision.

129. (U} Shortly beforz the collision, the O0OW MELBOURNE, LT Lamb, ordered,
Stop both engines." The order was acknowledged by the engineroom (R, p. 170, 361).

130, U) %hort]y before the collision the JOOD EVANS, LT Hopson, ordered, "All
back full, The order reached the engineroom (R, p. 117, 401).

131. (U) Immediately before the collision CO MELBOURNE ordered, "Full astern
both engines." The order reached the wheelhouse as the collision occurred
(R, p. 170, 361).

132. ##) At approximately 0315G, the two ships came into collision at latitude
08°-59.2N, ‘longitude 110°-47.7E {(Exhibit 61).

Signals

133. (&) From the time of the "form column® signal until collision, the
sequence of signals and their meaning was as follows:

a. The transmission of the Formation ONE signal was made at approximately
0308G as follows:

MELBOURNE CHARLIE SIX THIS IS MIKE TW0- -
EXECUTE TQ FOLLOW FORMATION ONE- -
CALL SIGN WHISKEY TWO CALL SIGN
JULIET SEVEN - - JULIET SEVEN OVER

EVANS JULIET SEVEN ROGER OUT

The correct translation of this signal is

MELBOURNE TU 472.1.0 from CTU 472.1.0 form column at standard distance in

the sequence MELBOURNE, EVANS. EVANS over.

EVANS EVANS - Roger out

b. The next transmission was made at approximately 03106 as follows:

MELBOURNE CHARLIE SIX THIS IS MIKE TwW0- -
STANDBY EXECUTE - - JULIET SEVEN OVER

EVANS JULIET SEVEN ROGER OUT

The correct translation of this signal is

MELBOURNE Ty 472.1.0 from CTU 472.1.0 execute all unexecuted signals. EVANS
over.

EVANS EVANS - Roger out

{This has the effect of executing the signal at a)
c. The next transmission was made at approximately 0312G as follows:

MELBOURNE JULIET SEVEN THIS IS MIKE TWO- -
MIKE CORPEN SHACKLE ZULU UNIFORM

UNIFORM LIMA UNSHACKLE - - TIME 2012
OVER
EVANS JULIET SEVEN ROGER OUT

The correct translation of this signal is

MELBOURNE EVANS from CTU 472.1.0 my course is 260 time 20122 over

EVANS EYANS - Roger out

DECLASSIFIED




COMMBENTM L

ool |

CLUTE, Benny V., SN, B89 13 83
CMLYLA, James, R., YN3, B54 25 89
COJL, Larry W., ETN3 794 99 23 DEELASSIFIED
CORCORAN, Patrick M., SN, B45 0} 59
CRAIG, Joe E., SA, B86 34 70

DAVIS, James N., ETR3, B52 94 8%
CEAL, Leon L., SA, B86 34 76

DYKES. James F. III, SK, B43 57 43
EARLEY, Raymond J., SA, B44 68 97
ESPINOSA, Steven F., GMG3, BB} 26 76
FAGAN, Stephen D., SA, B43 86 bd
FIfeDs, Witliam D., SA, B86 34 73
FLUMMER, Atan C., SA, 686 34 71
FRYE, Henry K., SA, B86 81 34
GARIA, Francis J., SN, B84 17 27
GARDNLR, Melyin H., STG3, 913 10 96
(EARMART, Donald E., SA, B44 59 0]
GLENNON, Patrick G., BM3, Bol 77 78
GUNZALEZ, Joe L., SA, B73 18 43
GRACELY, Larry A., STG3, B42 18 37
GRISSOM. Devere R., Jr., SA, B8& 79 69
GUYER, Steven A., SA, B64 83 79
HENDE2S0N, Terry L., RD3, B40 76 13
HESS, dward P.,, EMC, 499 39 77
HODGSON, Garry B., RD2, 457 43 21
JOHNSTON, Dennis R., SA, G52 b8 62
~LQR, James W., SA, BB6 82 HE

LING, Willie L., BMC, 483 56 75
.4LL1BERTE, George J., RD1, 48u 80 93
LEG~ih, Ray P., RM2, 937 45 6U
LEF4AN, Eugene f., RD1, 450 71 22
YOS, Isaac (n), SA, B86 82 39
MEISTER, Douglas R., SA, 354 14 44
MELTNDREZ, Andrew M., SA, B86 81 16
MESSIER, Frederic C., SN, B14 71 52
MILLER, Timothy L., SA, B56 10 35
URLiKOWSKL, Michael, SA, B54 139 19
ORPJRT, Linden R., IL2, B51 75 /73
PENNELL, Craig A., SA, B86 8O 71
PICKETT, Jerome {n), SA, B53 81 99
PRESTON, Earl F. Jr., YN2, B1) 16 48
PEILLY, Lawrence J. Jr., BT3, 677 37 43
RIKAL, Victer T., RD2, 139 15 34
SAGE, Gary L., BM2, B60 86 79

SAGE, Gregory A., RD3, B60 93 22
SAGE, Kelly J., SA, BB3 97 91
SAUVEY, John A., SA, B42 62 62
SEARLE, Robert J., BTFA, B89 93 32
SHMITH, Gerald W., FA, B51 97 77
SMITH, Thurston P., Jr., SN, B38 44 93
SPRAY, John R., S$TG2, 920 09 18
TALLON, Thomas F., SA, 779 07 24
THIBODEAU, Ronald A., RD2, B8O 12 91
THOMAS, Jon W., RD3, B52 74 48
TOLAR, John T., SA, BB6 g7 87

VIGUE, Gary J., QM3, BH1 98 19
WARNOCK, Con W., RD3, B7] 74 03
WEST, Henry D. 111, SA, B33 38 52

ersonnel listed in Findings of Fact
(Exhibit 34).

355, (U) As a result of the collision, the following named EVANS personnel suffered injuries which
resulted in their inability to perform duty for a period exceeding 74 hours:

354, (U} Death reports on all the s 350 and 353 nave beam
submitted an NAVJAG Form 5800/16

MACAYAN, Florentino F., BTCS, 455 1oz
BAUGHMAN, Terry L., FR, B52 18 25
LOCKWOOD, Robert E., FN, B21 13 26
PEACOCK, Michael W., FA, B863 44 81

PETERS, Roy E., MM3, B50 37 61 ( .
' 4/
RODRIGUES, Marcus (n) Jr., SA, BuZ o4 s ooy 53y 0y 553 Ko B,
398, 4uc, 4ud, /]

356. (1)) There were no personnel casualties in MELBOURNE as a result of the collision {Exhibit 47},
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