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At 
George Dewey High School 
U.S. Naval Base, 
Sublc Bay, 
Republic of the Philippines. 
Monday. 9 June. 1969. 

The board met at 1000 hours. 

Present:-

Rear Admiral Jerome H. King, Jr. J U.S. Navy; 
Rear Admiral Hugh D. Stevenson J Royal Austra1.1an Navy; 
Captain Clyde B. Anderson, U.S. Navy; 
Captain stephen L. Rusk, U.S. Navy; 
Captain Kenneth W. Shands, Royal Austral.1an Navy; 
Captain John Davidson, Royal Australian Navy, members. 
Captain Horace B. Robertson, Jr., JAGe, U.S. Navy, counsel for the board. 
COIImander Harold H. Glass, Q.C., Royal' Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve, assistant counsel 
for the board. 

Counsel for the board: This board having decided in preliminary session that '1 t will meet 
with open doors and having deteo:nainerl that RADM Jerome H. King, Jr., U.S. Navy sbould be the senior 
member, 1s now open. At this time counsel will read the appointing orders appointing the board. 

Counsel l'ead the two aplX'inting orders, originals pref'1xed hereto marked "A" and "B". 

Counsel for the board: Since the board has been aplX'inted in accordance with Chapter VI 
of the JAG Manual, members and counsel. will not be sworn. In view of the fact that it has been 
directed to take testimony under oath and maintain a- verbat~ record, t~ reporter .. will be 
aworn at this time and I ask him to rise. 

The appointed reporter, Winston I. Cl.a1borne, Jr., yeoman first c1.ass, U.S. Navy, was sworn. 

The senior member read a statement which is suffixed hereto marked "C". 

Senior member: Counsel may proceed. 

Counsel tor the board: 
attention at this moment. 
senior members at the table 

Sir, we have a proced ural matter that has been brought to our 
I think it requires that the two cOUDsel confer with the two 

for a moment. 

(The two counsel, senior member and RADM Stevenson held a diBC1~RBlon out of hearing of the 
other members ot the board and the reporter). 

Counsel tor the board: At this 'time I'm sorry to announce that it will be necessary for 
the board to have a very short cl.osed session. Would the spectators please leave the roam. 
They will be admitted when it is completed. 

(The spectators departed from the hearing roam) 

The board, in closed session, considered the matter of a communication to the board 
received from Lieutenant A.R. Vincent, Royal Austra11an Naval Volunteer Reserve, whiCh is 
suff1xed marked "D". The board allowed Lieutenant Vincent to appear and make an oral 
argument in support of his request. The record of that proceeding is luf'f1xed, marked 
"E". The board having determined that Lieutenant Vincent's request should be denied, 
recessed at 1143 hours, 9 June 1969. 
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The !>"ard reccnve'ted at 1330, 9 .fun", 1969. 

All persons CO~,ne( ted with the bC);~'.,.,d who were present when the board 
!ec~"sed. we~e again present. 

S"·r·i"~ meml:-er: The b"ard hal' ce£'r. e:o,.sideri!1.g a procedural matter 
t'!""',l~ht t~ its ~t.t,=n;;-.ion a...'i\d th.:. m&tter has now been resolved. We regret 
8:1y i'r .. cor ''''€!liEnCe to spec: tators. 

~c'unsel: Sir, Counsel are ready to call their first witness. 

hef0~e ccntina!ng, however, the board asks that anyone who has been 
"Q~! fie';; that. he may be a witl~ess in the pendir.g investigaticn, or if he 
i'<"" .m;, ir,fo!1!Ciition that he feels might make him a witness, to withdraw 
h= the room. 

Cou~.&el: The boa'-.J (a11s·.<l2 its fir.st witness, RADM Crabb, Royal 
Aus;::t: .. lia.., Navy. 

'._', 
iU,c-t1 G. J. C~a!>b, Rcyal J."st~41!",,-~ 1:lavy. was.,catled as a witness by 

C~~:1r:s'e_l fOf< thlC bC'-:lI!-d, waos duly olir"-;ffi and t~8ti':!.ed as follpws: 

Cl.~'...;'. .... ,;el ~ RADM Crabb'} it is fly duty a~ Cou!ksel to advise you that :;01 

h_~.;'e h~-e<.;. c~ited v;, s wit"~~.;s fo!' th1.s boo.':d of f::r~V'e~.tigation which 15 
:h·~qU!:·~';~.? in~L' the {.':'·i',:urng~'>L'l,,:·.e-S 8u':rrc,un~i~g the cc,iiisiC"n of HMAS MELK>URNE 
~:-.. ~ ;_,;~. rr..',.!..3~~ E e E-t;;i',~""'3 ba":~-:1::i'<i" i:~ i!$ be~ie,,;e:d that y't./r,;J ha,,~e e\1'iden.ce wh!.:h 
>::ay i''' '..Et r..!!"I>card :!:." its ~r8e?~igatior.. 'lou are &c;rised ·that the evi­
~~'-_I::$ :'..:s ·Dei··1.~ -r~ceived it:! o'p.=·"";. se~,s!.o!.1 (j.f the boa~'~ anJ that disclosure 
c·f ,.-I£;;d~fi..<" info=ation is t'.ot authorized <!":ting "pen "ession. Should 
th.. aLE"er to /fu-;, q","sticn ~h ... t you au' asked reGul;re you to discl,,~~ 
,:l!>sEl.£:!"d 1c:rc,= .. cl.oo, you al!'e requeated II.Ct to ar."wer the questior., but 
N a':.'Lse the l,~& .. a that the &.,a"·er w~",ld ;tequire yeu to disclose cla~(.i­
tiec: 1"fo1n!l&tio". 1!1. s· .. "h ca&e you wiil later be gi~en an opportunity to 
t"gtHy i'~S t.:, the claeaif~~e" i>1f<>rmation in !:!.oaed aessi.on. Howeyer, 11 
)'c'~ ,"cr'. an'",,!, the question in "art 0:; in gu,e;:oal t~nu without diaclcsing 
ch •. e::ned L~f"rma~i<':!. you sht)ulcl do 30, ad,·1sing th~ board of your deBire 
tIC ""'.p;Uy in e latel: clo$ed eession. Under Mstl:'"aan law it is necessary 
~Q' W",,'1'1 yc'u that you may refuse to answer any question the answer to 10ilich 
ml'ly te"d to expose yO"~ to a penalty of forfeiturii. It will he for you to 
rahe the objection and for th~ b09.rd to deciDe if you must answer the 
Gue~tlro or ""t. Do y"'" ""d"ratlR.,j? 

". o;c·ul.d you atate yO'Cit: name, ra....,k and organization? 
;.~. My TiUJe b Corcl>fI. ,lenn Crabb, 1 &11' a ile"r Admiral, Rayal Austn.liar. 

I"t..ry, TrW pe:rBo:rmel <,.umber 1& 08251 ar.d my name appears itl the Official Na"y 
.. 1st 1'('1' the Royal Au~tralian Navy. 

Q. In What capacity were you serving on the 3rd of June 19691 
A. Flag Officer commanding Ber Majesty's Royal Australian Fleet. 

Q. Did you have any additional duties at that tu.? 
A. What day vas that.? 
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Q. 'rile 3rd of June 1969? 
A. Ye,s, on the third of June 

SU_TO exet'cise. 
1969, I was a task force commander for a 

Q. At that time was USS FRANK E. EVANS under your command? 

A. Yes it was. 

Q. Was HW.s MELBOURNE also under your command? 

A. Yes sir, not under my command, but under my operational command. 

Q. Could you describe the circumstances which placed these two ships 

under your conmand and the evolutions in which they were involved, going 

i'IiCk far enough so the board will have a complete picture leading up to 

that ever,ing ~ 
A. }~stralia is a member of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization. 

Under the 27th meeting of the military advisors they decided to have 

maritime exercises in 1969. Australia and the United States were co-

8p'~nsors for this exercise, and as Flag Officer in COuIIIand, Royal Aus­

t~alian Fleet, I was ordered by the Australian Commonwealth Naval Board 

to detail certain ships to take part in this exercise. This we did and 

c~e:r a perit;d from the middle of May ~ese ships assembled in Manila. 

I c~e up and arrived in Manila Bay on the 21st of May on HMAS 

l'.f.1J!rJIfl1NE. On the 21st of May and for a few days I was involved in 

protocol via its ashore with Philippine senior officers or else meeting 

witt. my colleagues in the task force. I arranged amongst other things to 

ha,;'e one luncheon to which I asked RADM RallP who is the director of the 

exercise, Erigadier Geft~r.l~~~~ who 18 one of the deputy directors 

"",t, 'Jaric",u oti",er flag officers. Because of the limitations of my flag 

offi~e 1 c~ld ocly meet with 12 and was no~ able to meet with everybody 

.,"- '.:, at the di<.nelt I had arranged. Most of the guests could not arrive 

b<?Jc:&~~e: o\i bac weather. 

~ one occasion Captain Stevenson asked me if he could use my 

GAbin fer a &1nne,r for the Captains of the various ships which would be 

ilC hh particular tuk group, and so I made my facilities to.him available 

£~d 1 eB&ume that he had that function. 

lb. exercise itself was dhided into two phases. 1here was what.t~ 

tt.,;y c .. ll the work up phase, - I'm sorry - so far as the Maritime part of 

it, from the Maritime point of view, there were two phases. one was the 

w01rk~up pha&e, which coumenced on the 22nd of May. And for the first: 

th~ee of fo~r days the ships stayed in the harbor checking their communi~ 

cations and getting used to working with each other on the communications 

side. When you have ships from six different navies this communication 

is a lit tip difficult to start with. And so from previous experience it 

had ~een decided by RADM King who was the task force commander for this 

ph&se of the exercise, the ships would stay in the harbor and get. their 

ccmmunications straight first. 

Then on the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th the whole task force went 

to eea fo. individual exercises. We exercised in the area off Manila. 

We did n~t exercise at that time with the ships we would be exercising 

with later on. In other words I had a group of ships with me that I 

wo~ld not have later on, but because I felt it was necessary, on at least 

three oceasiODs we took epecial precautions to get those ships together to 

exerciae as a group and once again thia ia not very e .. y _en you have ablps 

from six different nations and 1011 get th_ close together _euveriDa •. It,.,' 

was during this t~ that 1 was trying to get the feel of the atendard of 

training of the varioua ehlpe which _ld later come under my co ted. We 

came back lnto the harbor 00\ the afternOC'l of the 29th of May, and 1 

a88umed my duties as Task l'Grce C~er,deJ 472 on the night of the 30th. 
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Q. :ould you identify the nature of the exercise in terms of what the 
ehi?s were to do? 

A. You are talking about the transit phase. The transit phase had beer. 
pla:,rec over many months as a maritime exercise to escort a convoy from 
'1a::~la across to Sattahip. If you want more detail, I think we would hE'·" 
to go in closed .~ssjon. For this part of the exercise I issued a special 
operation o~der, 

O. Could yu~ identify that operation order? 
A. Yes sir, I have a copy of it if you would like. 

The document was produced and marked Exhibit I for identification. 

Q. Was that operation order in effect during the evening and night 
of the 2nd of June? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. And it also applied to HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EI'ANi>7 
A. Yes sir. 

CO'.lns.?! f:.:c- the foard: Under those circumstances counsel requests that 
the document marked Exhibit 1 for identification be admitted into Evidence 
srrd also asks that after obtaining a duplicate copy, the original be allowed 
'Co be retur!"Led a 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Q''l£~,tio .. :& by the Senior Member: 

Q. cust fOl- the record, counsel, if I may, I would like to h"ve it 
e,cablished what amendments and/or supplements of these operation oreer. 
a::"e ,,,eluded in the .,,,:c~Li.t (Exhibit I handed to Rear Admiral CRABE for hi. 
in-:?ec;tiC,;·~). 

;"'6 On thl2 f!"ont page, amendm.ent number one, 22nd of May, numbe~ t""~c, 27't\... 
of~ay. I!l ad::ition to this, I issued two separate operation orders for 
pac-:tc-"lar Far'.. of the exercise which would occur later on. 

DIF~CT EXAMINATION 

C;uee:!o:cs by counsel for the board: 

r. :"c-" identify those sir? 
A. ~ do nct have a copy with me at the present time. 

Q. Are they pertinent to the operation at the time, that is the cpergt!o~ 
t:ha: occ_i!rred or. the 2nd or 3rd? 

A. Yes, one of them had been issued for ar, exercise whie h we cgrrit'd oue 
or. the night of the 2nd which actuallv comm~7'''_''~ at 2000 0". the ~.ig~,~ :f tt-
2:,~d and the exercise had been completet: by 2.l?O !ocal ti:ne that n!.~~::;, am: t,· 
ethel: part was for a phase which came two :;lays later which "'c did n.ct u,;: ... 

Q. 
Uj this 

A. 

In your opinion they are not pertinent to the !n~ident under ir.·, •• t.'-~~· . 
board? 
r don't think so. 

Co;;cn~el for the board: Under those c_ircClm;ta:-.ce& 1 re<jueat admisdcr. of t~,~ 

docU1!lent. That "for identification" bt' stricken and that the documer.t !>"' 
admi tted into evidence as Exhibit 1. 

Senior Member: Very well. 
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Q. 
",aka-up 
:; June? 

c 
Admiral CR-.o.BB would you describe in more detail the un' ~ 1Ir'.d its 
which you commanded on the evening of 2 June and early morning of 

A. In this operation order 1 ordered that the ships taking part in thi~ 
mariti.me phase. should be divided into three groups. The first group w"s " 
convoy group Task Group 472.3 under the command of Captain D. H. SMYTHE, 
Royal A'.lstralian Navy, in Supply. Pith hf", "'PT'e a number of escorts which, 
I'm sorry, RFA (United L<ingdom Tanl er TIDEREACH, IlMAS VAMPIRE, IlMAS STUART, 
HTMS TACIUN, HTl'.s PINKLAO, CALIENTE, HPS OUEZOJ.~. The second group, Task 
Group 472.2, under the command of Rest Admiral KING, U. S. Navy in USS KEARSAR::E, 
USS KEARSARGE, Il!-$ DANAE, IlMAS PARRAMATl'A, USS WALKE, USS SCHOFIELD, USS 
BRONSTEIN. '~he third group under my command Task Group 472.1, HMAS MEL!'Or'WE, 
USS KYES, HMNZS BLACKPOOL, IIMS CLEOPATRA, USS FRANK E. EVANS, USS EVERETT F. 
LARSON. The organization of those ships was that the convoy would proceed 
as a central group. Rear Admiral KING's group were ordered to take station 
as detailed in what we called "Disposition PETER". 

Q. Can you testifY to this in open sessIon, sir? 
A. ! think 1 can. USS KEARSARGE and Task Force 472.2 was given the area 

to cover 45 to 75 miles from the central convoy. From 44 into 10 miles, in 
other words. for 35 miles, 1 beg your pardon,from 35 miles to 25 miles was 
a buffer zone which was kept clear for aircraft safety. IlMAS MELBOURNE 
sircraft and my task group were to operate in the inner zone which was 
centered on the convoy at a radius of 25 miles. As soon as we cleared the 
harbor I moved my task group 10 to 15 miles westward of the convoy On a 
souttwesterly course. Admiral KING moved his out approximately 65 to 75 mlies 
and that is how we started out on the afternoon of the 30th. We ~~ained tha~ 
formation until we did a replenishment at sea on the 2nd of June which was 
completed at 1330 and then my task group went On ahead and Admiral K:NG's ta.~ 
group came in. In other words, we changed the task group and that was the 
co~dition existing On the night of the 2nd and morning of the 3rd of June. 

Q. I understand then on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June you we.re 
the distant force rather than the close force? 

A. I was the distant force. Admiral KING was the close force. 

Q. In addition to the operation that was referred to were chere any 
other documents which provided for tactical doctrine for this particular 
exercise, if so, would you please identify them? 

A. First of all there was the operation order issued by the directors 
and the SEATO planners and I have a copy here. 

Q. In viaw of the classification of the document the Board .would prefpr 
not to receive it in ,vidence unless it is quite pertinent to the proceedic .. ~s. 

A. I think the pe~tinent parts all have been extracted and have been p~t 
into my operation orde? 

Counsel for the boarci: Subject to the app':'oval of the Board, CQU",s!!l ,,':' 

not develop further evidence at this time as to this order. 

The board assented. 

A. (Wi tness continued answer) Secondly, sir, my 5taff pls",ners and A'",!.r,,1 
KING's staff planners cooperated in producing ",hat we termed maritime oper .. ti~: .• 
procedures, PX 39 Maritime Operating Procedures. Thi. briefly is a conden$ar.tc~ 

'of the orders that my ~taff and Admiral KING's staff considered would be 
pertinent to this SEATO Exercise and would save certain ships from having a 
wide variety of books' in front of them. We condensed It into this. 
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Q. May I show you a docwilent, sir, and ask you if it appears to be the 
same document to which you referred? 

A. That is the same document. 

Counsel for the Board: I ask that this exhibit be marked as Exhib~t 2 
for identification. 

Q. Admiral, was that document the tactical doctrine for the operations 
being performed on the evening of the 2nd and 3rd of June? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Counsel for the Board: Under those circumstances we request that it be 
admitted into evidence and the "for identification" be stricken and admitted 
as Exhibit 2. 

Senior Member: Very well. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Were there any other allied publications that were in effett as 
prescribed tactical doctrine for this operation? I refer specifically, sir, 
to the ATPIA Volume I, changes 1 through 4, Allied Naval Maneuvering Instrtictio~" 
title unclassified. 

A. There are a number of tactical documents which any ship taking part 
in an exercise like this requires. Because from my point of view we were net 
certain of their clearance for ships of certain countries taking part in this 
exercise, we produced this Maritime Operating Procedures, which in my view 
wes sufficient to allow a ship to take part in this exercise, providing they 
had some naval background or training. 

Q. In your view then what was the applicability of Allied Tacticsl 
Publication la, Volume I, through change 41 

A. That is a basic document to any ship's captain operating at "ea the;, 
days, and I'm quite certain it is on the bridge of every ship. 

Q. And that includes HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. Yes sir, they should be there. Whether they were or not is not f(y; 

me to say. 

Counsel for the Board: Under those circumstances, sir, counsel asks tha~ 
the Board take judicial notice, which is a collateral duty. 

Senior Member: The board takes judicial notice. 

Q. 
it also 

A. 

I would ask you 
be applicable? 
Yes, sir. 

also as to the applicability of ATP lA, Volume II, -... 

Counsel for the Board: Under those circumstan(.es let the court also c&-<" 
judicial notice of this publication, copies ei which will be available. 

Senior Member: Judicial notice is taker.. 

Witness: You were going to ask me about ATP 13 as an example. 

Q. I did intend to ask you, sir, if you would like to discuss it? 
A. I would just like to draw attention to the faet that there 1s sueh a 

publieation. 
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Q. 
A. 

we did 

c :) 

Was it applicable to the operation that was in effect that evening? 
In this Maritime Operating Procedures we did include some extracts, 

not limit ourself to using it only, we used many other publications. 

Counsel for the Board: Counsel will obtain a copy of that publication at 
that time we would ask that the board take judicial notice. 

Q. You indicated that earlier in the evening of the 2nd of June there 
had been a operation involving your task group. Would you briefly describe 
that operation, and the progress of it and whether or not it was completed? 

A. This had been laid on by the exercise commanders, and after all the 
ships completed fueling at approximately 1330 on the afternoon of the 2nd 
of June. I was just about to move MELBOURNE and her task group clear when 
we got the submarine contact on the screen. This was prosecuted by several 
of the escorts which delayed me moving MELBOURNE out till about 1430. 
MELBOURNE did move to the inner edge of that circle I mentioned earlier. 
In other words we moved out 35 miles ahead because I had noted the progress 
been made by the ships in my task group and I had thought that the exercise 
planned for that night was a little too simple, first of all, for the state 
of progress we had made, and, secondly, I wanted to involve if possible the 
aircraft from MELBOURNE. As originally planned, 3 ships were sent away to 
act as a Surface Attack Group. 

Q. Would you describe briefly the -functl,on of the, Surface .Attack Group' 
A. The Surface Attack Group is any group of ships that attack part of 

enemy surface units. They are normally sent out well beforehand, and given 
freedom of movement. They use their own initiative as to how they approach 
and the type of attack to carry out. 

As planned Admiral King and his U.S. KEARSARGE Group were - I'm 
sorry that's wrong. The target for this surface attack group was a convoy 
Admiral King disposed his escort and the escorts from the convoy so as to 
meet this attack. It was in my mind that the ships going out knew what 
Admiral King was dOing, so that when we separated from the convoy, I told 
my group that I also was going to counter this attack, unknown, in my mind, 
to the enemy and unknown especially that I would use naval air from 
MELB~~. As it turned out, the exercise started at 2000 local time, and 
within 2 minutes we had detected two of the three ships quite some way 
away. We watched them, they were hiding on either side of a tanker, fairly 
closely. I waited for the appropriate moment then detached my counter­
attack group so that, by the time my counter-attack group had opened fire, 
I also sent off 3 A-4G's from MELBOURNE. They all attacked these two ships 
together at 2030. Within 10 minutes I had sunk them, either by air or by 
our vast superiority in surface gunfire. ' 

We then discussed for a little while whether we would look for a 
missing ship since we had found two and there was a third, USS WALKE; anc! 
I said to my staff let's leave that one to Admiral King and his task group 
so they can have a bit of fun. 

So we thought we had done our bit by getting rid of two of them, 
and we had some idea where the other ship was so we were quite certain, I 
know he had passed me some how or another, and I knew the power Admiral 
King's group had and was quite confident they would be able to do away with 
that one ship. 
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tfJ tell il,'JU E;:..ltti~_,J:.y he,·w I~r~Li i~ \ia~·. 1 Wa~ &'Wf~12y worried ... to say awfully 
i~ a'> unde:o,,~;.tt;.IH,,'t • tcem';'"'~c.~sl)1 ""1n'Iel thl>t the bow sflction vent down 
su q .. d.::kly aB· it we:.~, ~c_;, c't,·.'~<I'-':.; t.hat s. l,lj.t'ge ~umber of men. DIilSt have gone 
d,·w:I w:th i~. In!"' ui~ .. ",,, .. : J ~hi,'k W.o.;· .. ~, e'l<trs.c .. .,.dlnarily b:rave actie~ by 
9. :r,,~mbe1r of ""''"., t'"e ",ft,," ~",.~ ~iC',1 Q·i tHo .... S was s.,cuted to. the starboard 
q\CBrt:er cf ME~'·lq<.'iE. ,. :,),:ge n=:,~:r ~f c'ffir.:elt'~ &r.d saHore from MELBOURNE 
jumpfld en to it "",f ".,,,itdoed it ",-,d brcusht "'P a number of survivors. 
S~'''~r&l Cf:'!.CUE i::.od a,d.l·):t'" juml'"'' from thfl flight deck of MELMURNF. which 
i & 45 fc-et., ;: t-d:.::~l~~ t ':':'~t~ tJ"_a w,~:'t:r t~') re,sc;,ue pecple. Others went by 
~'~~amt>l1ng net. h0ili th" riigt.'. de .. "k of MEU<I)lJRNE ove!: onto EVANS and at 
ti'i; time they j:d,," ~ k:"", wr.,<~h'!O':1: the v~d)~'us W(!l1pO:!~ on EVANS had been 
set t(, s"i(!ty or ,"':;:C. W .. d::." o(!Td a meuage dcwn to make sure this vas 
so, and I U'!",d""3ta",c that the weapon • .,fficer from EVANS vent back to 
e;'''.E'U1'e th<tt the torl'"ti:. ~"'\d ,~,ther we,&pona had been set to safe. 

I ,"ou Idsay that aftel' th"t after &e.'ti.m had bee;n moored for half 
2n hl)ur, the (;e,l'tli.:r. of !o'£;w,.:;''RN[ &Sked my permiuion to cast it off because 
it: Ill'PE.>ct'ed tn:;,t 1c ... ,0 ~t~!'t:i"g tc sink. He en;our"d me that his ;::OIIIIlandEr 
h'ld pel',.~'naHy \;(!€::I through .hi~ after se':;,tiOOI and made certain that there 
W.!I:S r~ob')dy £.l.s~ C~_ c'.:',s.~do £l_' r g!l\l'1S P~i'"1l&:'~,si~ .f(~t' it to be ..:ast off at 
the.t t'illle, a;c:c t!'!st h ~+,v 1 &"id thllt til" ME~L1!<NE IIK'ved away slightly. 
I kIW'W tr ... t th:!. C"pr.&L~. "~: the MElJ:QlJR:I,E gs.<fe hIll enginflB a slight touch 
ahe .. d. 1 W(."';" say th ... ~ .. !.tt.'::.n & half an hC·Jlr. the MELBCURNE, the he los 
and the b.', .. ,"~ had.:-£,(·"" = f,v",~yb(,d>, .left alige. 

t~. ""T~at.2..; y(}~'! t.,a~-l> £Ct~ C:P:~_:!.'d:i in that ~eap~c.t air? 
A. The :t'€pc~t~, that: l' 'Wag !t~'~£i<i,"ir.g. 

Q. Is t:"i; L!i.~,.d on p".ct (Ii the weather. {or example? 
A. '!he w~~tte~' ~,'; : ~cJ,i I;',£"f'~:',~ 'Wd3 cr.lite calm~ glas9Y calm. 

''l'.ly <k"utt af'-~r th., L.)!'>t h"ii h,,<> ... "1~:~. if w~ ho.ci missed anybody 
W':'ecll~ge • 

Q. r"" yc'c kN".~.th •. !C "ea~dl"~. ".ore made c f the W!'a",ltage? 

My 
in the 

A. £>ie.'., Fl~h= cd' >'c"."l<"l;'e ",,,~, picked "p. St, as tr, be ahsolutely 
eUTE thito! in if/j' (.w:.1 J!ti.nd. th~t- '.tf. h-~:] p{c'k.e:d up ev~rybQJdy), I order'Ed 
that eve~)i pLH' e of '''!:,,~ .. a?~. b", p::.ol<.e<l up,iOhld, w&s done. 

Q. y",,:! e .. :til,>!' "'~~tej th;;t ~f,e!: daylight you inetituted a systematic 
8e8.!"t~.ho ~'~Itlilci y~ ':~t.,_''i:~.~i~ the t'lA!:U!'c; o,f those searc,ht:8~ the. nwnber e£ 
ships i:tY't::/n'ed 7' 

A. Pt'!'c,!' to tn~t 1 .... u.B Uke to say ('Me again I was ahsoluc.ely 
certai" that we h&d pkli."d "'P ev,e'tf lh:'ng man befor~ ve instituted this 
syatE!I!J. At app'l"c,,,.imst",~JI 0'10(0 1 detaHed those fc, .. r ahips the neme" of 
whi<!h I have ju>t me".tfo~, .. a" ~O> do & systematic search throughout the ana. 
Md latt<r ",~ I cs.lled 1!Xt"th",:~ f"o.lt' ships to de a aearch, a closer search. 
CIne group was to ;:o"er a l':!'i1'et' u'ea to "over e',ery contingency. 'lhe 
othe~ four .:1"",eo h~ MEL!jl}t~.£ to seal"ch the local areas. Ar,d this whole 
search of thue eight 8hL~~ wo!.t on folt' 10 h.;>o.Jlrs. I did at one stage, I 
reu.ember quite ,,:'ealrly iU.&"",,,,::~,g with my th!'ee operatior.s officers, 
wheti".e,r ve ~hC!uld put OJ<t a o:a,-ll en 500 K.C. which 18 the _rgency distress 
wave fol': me:tchsnt ~h:ip!l be",~H~e in that ares. there are a lot cf mercharnt 
ships. We debate.d quiddy wl',,;,ehel': ve h.d eucugh doctors of our own or 
whflther we v8!lted any wt~M", u,?,istance. I finally decided against ca11= 
ir.g for outeide aui!Stanc:,,, i:.e:su!l1! I had Ii very largfl nUlliber of naval venels 
who, as I 8aid bef'~lre. bl.c ~,.,en ,'u"}, gemEltO'.,;sl) ph,ced under my coamand fo·r 
rescue operations. 80 I cor:d.dered it vas bette]!' to use to the fullest the 
naval veueb which velfe u\:l,;'~r ~"",ple!:e cC'!:'ttlt'ol rmtiler than call 111 ouUide 
help 1Ibich might have been _lightly lDOlre difficult to control. MIl that f..~ 
why. I just would like to explain 1Iby. I did not call in my _rchmt H}";.'~ 
in the area. . ·.c}i$ 
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Q. 1C:,:j ~"~~1:,Ey die yeo,", v~=uc" !lC,y ", .. "b {re'lll the ME..:.!»URNE'r 
k. ~"'. li. cL:.d",· t w.::t. o,,~. 1 h<&d e" .. n !:.he bo .. - cf MEU,:lURNE O':lt the 

ship in be.:"f, I cH:ln'c l"'ck fct: 4!'.ything e:'j!~. I went straight to the 
oper&tiond reem. 

Q. hdmiral, wc~ld you de.~%ibe the iighci~g mea~ures in effect as 
ordered ~" the lime o,{ t.he c:e,llbfcn Or && y,u mAy have oD!er'ved them 
at the ti"'" c,f th$ <:Co 11 h!,>n ~ 

A. C0>u1d:; go bad" a attle bit? Net havi!l;g WQrked with this in­
ternaU,o;,,,, 1 g~Ot",p5 of ships before aood not hailing had a chance to work 
in the wo:rk~'''p phase to impro\(~, on our first ,.ight At lea, which was 
the night of the 30th snj 31st of May, I ord~red all ships in our task 
group to b;;n: their n&"igaticn light. dimly. Tt.1s is a thing that in 
the Austir .. H6n JIlavy w~ jon' t do un6~r 1'.o=al exercise conditions because 
iCs"" immedhte g111e e;"sy ",f ccuue to a!.y ~'",bmarbe~ U'ying to find you. 
But because there v .. ; ~Q"''' dcc.Jbt in my mind && C~ the c'lIera11 expertise 
in the JI:&~t.\~re c'f 6:t'l: ns.ticms we have, it w'&s dor~e as a prec&ution~ But 
it was alac II bright lOC,on;ight n!.ght. 

h~ the "ight. of th., 2[00 and :Jed, when the ccllhion o""urred, I 
had o:-:d .. t:red th" n"',"!!!H!C'~ light; to t.o' 6with~ed out ~,ecause, a8 I men­
tir.;red eAt Her, we .;"t"t "a)frying ,,\it thh Search AttaC;\t Gt'oup e~erc:Ue. 
And whe,~ '1 h",",,':',,<1 t .. (~~'al <cc'l",tro: tc' the Captain of the MEl1>OURNE, a8 
far as 1 \u',ow, I d1& not give wy !lpeoif!<" in~tru"ttonB as to navigation 
lights. A~ that stage! had remarked to my staff that we had been at sea 
th.m th~ 30th, ~ht, 1st, ;<nd and we were now getting into our fifth day 
and we ,,'e.o; Ic"coonl.~,g mete ll!O.d mcn'a c":mfident of the ships in our task 
group. k!d I thi,e"k I re::oarked that afternoon what a big improvement it 
had been e,,-<ch day in L.'>" ""'-/ the shi?~ were ;'~ir.g l\8:tld led and the way we 
were getting aieng Ng"tn~lt. I wU lW~h mere confident chat night. than 
I had b6E,~, EcruI' nig'n:1I befon. ;:'" oth"lt word~ I was quite happy that my 
ta~k group ... t that tL",oe ".6! ab~,e to m.~",,,,~·,,er without sidelights" 

Q. Did you tn f"~t Me ..nethelt EVJ.:.~S, frem the time you fint twght 
eight "'f h~r, w .. ~ wt"lIir.g "'",1ig&tio" lights? 

A. l"m sorry, I dl'ifc''C lClc,ik for that. ! was attlta"ted by the ghaltly 
sight of HELl>CJUlU.l. 's be,. In''''itB.bl1 gc,>.nt co plow tht:rugh. My attention 
was fcc,,5ed on that. 

Questions ~'Y a llli!lllber of th .. lio&rd (Capta.in Shands): 

Q. Sir, in ot:der tc glve ua .<>me Hea aa to just how Dalch you could 
see, do you remdlDer any pOilnt of detail, COlt' instance do you remember: •. 
b4~ you could se~ a ~~? 

A. I could Bee the whc;,le of EVA'IS quite clearly. I do recall I 
didn't Bee any men on the deck of !rvANS. This is one thing that Burpri~ed 
me. I saw hoor vividly to what I csn the break 1>£ the for:ecaatle. 'l'Itn 
i8, the after end cf ti~~ bt:idge .upeltltru~ture. The rest of the Whole aft, 
I saw quite clearly. 

Q. W .. re there any points in particular, such as a gun? 
A. Oh yes, I saw th!! after mount C{lJite clearly, the funnel, the 

Whole ship quite clearly. It w.s a bright IIICOIl.light night and anybody 
could •• e a ship 2000 yuels away without Ufling b:Lnoc:ulara. 

Questions by a member of the board ~Cap'ta1D 5teV61!.IIo!l): 

Q. Admiral, in yrur picture nmaber twO, you .e_ to indic:at. th. 
whole of EVANS. When you firet .n b.r,clicl you •••. the whol •• blp' .. 

A. Jlo I didn't. . .. 
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Q.JeHion~ by a """""ber of the h~,ar:l (Captai" )) .. ,,1dB01:1): 

Q. In that d:$wing, sir, number two, does it represent EVANS and 
all that YOil! coul;! eee of hel! f ))oe& that meaf.! everything forward of 
where you had ~toppe" was out of your sight "",,:ler the bow of the 
frame of Mf:1J!CU'RNE 7 

A. Yea. 

Q. So that is a d~awing of what you could see of EVANS~ 
A. That represents the part of EVANS which I could lee which, was 

from the after end of the bridge aft, about two thirds of the ship. 

O. Could we perhaps ha',·" an "X" on that to make it clear? (Admiral 
Cral:~ marked an "Xii em the n:hibit ir,dicating the position he was standing) 

Counsel for the beard: l:.~t th., record reflect that th~ Admiral has 
marked an "X" o,~ th .. ~~arb<cal!'d side bricige 8tru~ture of MEl.BOUliNE. 

Examinatier, by the boaTd, continued: 

Ques tions by the So.niOlt _",bet: 

Q. M",~~al, is it ccrr~<ct that y<'ru Wl>l!'e "l>le til' see frmn your 
posttiun both 8mok~ 8tazka 00. EVANS? 

A. Yes, I did see both am6Ke stacks. All I'm trying to indicate is 
that I saw the ship coming, moving from right to left in my vision. 

Senior member: The b~ard has nO further questionl. 

Counsel for the b('Jalfd: Mlttrd, that com~lete!l the queatiC>lu of the 
beard in o~en 8e38iQ~. W~ ~~ld lrke y~u to return for questions in 
closed senton. lIo.ro1::e to.l'1.d.'Hting th~ open Beali.on you are at this time 
given the opportunity to malte any statement you may wish concerning the 
incident you feel wculd help the bC>iIllfa h6'\1''' a better understanding of ~<.e 
incident. 

Witness: If I may, 1 h6~e en .. or two points I would like to maK~. ~~ 

I said, we 8&11ed on the afte~aon of the 30th frem Manila. On the nl~r 
of the 30th, 3bt, as I SOlid before, I ordered the navisalion lights be 
put on dimly, ar.o IChere was an oCl:urren~e in the early morning of the 
31st of May. becau>!e of thb c~"urrence the night of the' 31st - 1st e,f 
June, I itl1structed the Captain of Ht;LBOUKlIE: tho:t his rescue deatroyer w!:s 
to be put astern ef ME:'BDIJl1NE at dusk and was to be left astern of MELII::'ln~; 

throughou t the night ti!l dawc. 

On the lst of .}une I rel'~:! da twO exercises. I replanned 
them 80 a8 to invohe MF.LBDUl!NE'. air group. Since they had belm .n."i". 
leng hoon, I ce,ued flying then 00 thO' night of the lat, 2nd of June. 
On the 2nd of .rune I aSked CODIIICldore lDak, OOMDESRON 23. who il in }(YES, 
I asked him to C<lJiDe ad aee me. He ~~r:y kindly came and Baw me. I u""<': 
to see him f"l" a lll.!!"ber of reeIlOO!. Fint of all, I had not had a ch •. ,,~ 
to meet him. We hft ManUa without me having s chance to meet hi... ko 
he was the senior officer in the screen in front of MELBOURNE I thought 
we should meet. We discus.ad s number: of subjects, and, if I a.y. I ~uld 
like to meT,tion the subjects sa I ~e~~ll them. First of all, we discu •• ed 
in some detail the inddent to Wiicb 1 just refarrH Wiicb _ned &t,~,;: .. 
0304 in the morning of the 31st of May. 1 told bill a. & r"'lto,f~~ . .r~ 
inCident I had ordeored MELBOURNE to keep bi. rascue dastroyer a.tan . ,,';;''''' 
throughout the night. It vas obvious to both of US and I bow fraa . 
having talked with him that tbe c--odore i. a vary aperi_cedtl"t~:i! 
_. 1 didn't like the idea of taking a destroyar off the .cr_.~:~~~4t 

·S~.~.I 
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p;>tting him 6ote:P,' at r,ight. 1 war,ted to maice the best use: of them from 
the &t.ti~aubmalri"e pre·tee ti.J'C\ point of IYiew. CC1III!odore lloak told me 
that pro<ridir,g MEL&:;t;~H: w'~'U:<! use a wing 6tdp of his screen, either th£ 
right har,d W'~ng shiI', 0,11' ehe left bai1ld wing ship, there would be nC proh­
lem becauie thU 1~ tho!' way they were uaced to operating procedure for 
hh destroyer squadr,,,,. :;j) 1 then agreed with him that I would alter my 
order lea';ri"g the ship astern ali. night, and I would instruct the Captain 
of Hl'::;',EOUR.'IE to use th~ wt."g ship as hiB reBcue destroyer. 

He then !lsked me my .'iew~ c·! the type of screen that he was 
uBing. 1 am not an a~t!·Bubmarine expert, but hia screen that he had 
been using had been the subject of dht:uss1on, and I had talked it over 
with my staff off:kers, I had not e1gnalled anything to COHDESRON 23. 
I was rather loatlh to he tieing a senior officer in a foreign nayy 
whose particular j_~ &t this time was to screen carriers. I was a l1ttle 
loath to suggest that he might like to think about altering his plan, 
b",t as he ga"e me the. oppe>r-tur,ity to express my viewB on it, I did 
suggest !l new type o'f a'~l'e.£m and it h obv10<"!I that he took note of what 
I laid, because when he we"t bll.ck and the gro.ups broke away from replen~ 
1shment, he immediateiy put MELBOtijl~E destroyers into the. formation 
which I had Asked. He also asked me hew tlolle I liked destroyers to come 
to carriers. He Baid his reagan for asking this was that the commander 
of his anti-submarine gr~p has a·rula that deatroyars soould not normally 
take static, .. , withir. <:C!)O yuds of the curier. '1 said that I had been a 
little cO'n~e!T.ed fCH up to that time eme oi their destroyers, the BLACK­
POOL, hed been zig~zaggtr.g in front of the carrier At 2000 yards. I 
asked him from there ,,"1' ltil6C to put any screening etations within 3000 yards 
of the ca>tr1e~. Onc~ agll.1'.1 thh he did for me. 

I also dB me:dicr. tr him the: I hs':: a standing order it! the 
Ai!nraU.&'.1 ~'leet thOlt &,,"'y de~crc'yer scceenbi! A cslttier, if they h&d t" 
move st.th'~., the? /Il! .... y,c (,,"0,,;1 away iI'''''' the ~ ... rlFier. I have to,).d 
my cscpt"~n~ c.f my 8r.~p6 that tf he eller t<>rn!od htl c!testrDyer intc a canie~ 
I would &&d{ hi"', C'rl t.he ap<>t, I'm reet just aaytr,g that ncw. 1 lIIade that 
statement la~ t ye .. r .. rd ~th"r p'''''ple C&It be esc'''e:! in to ~"bBt.ntiAte it. 
1 thfd< ~.t"8 a b .. !i." r,,:e that on a acreen y~'> tun. away frC>m a carrielL 

I had a gt~~t deal of eXDettf~e available to me in the opetationa 
ro:lo!n, my duty "taff cffic",1l" was ,,~the<' ill LCD!;, or a 6enior lieutenant. I 
had fout lCLR'a ... d <>r,e s",~dbr lieClter,anL In. .dditi!>n the ship had an 
operations rc,Dm offtc<!lf, a 6er.i;;;r lieuter.ant w·~ wall the duty flying oift",,,, 
a::.d a number of =o="'r".:,,~i"'"~ 3ailors. this i" 1r, a:tdition co whatever 
the C8,pt.&i!, haa 6'r, the il~!'dge. W" "",,,ld i::'ke tc di!C:uu in clcaed !le&Bi~ 
the ind,dent to whLc,br Hf",rred. 

C"unsel felt" th" bL'''~c!: L'Ces that complete y.:ur statement 7 
A& Yea ~.:tr il f(,r f~CW'~ 

~ungel fcni the c,:'Jti:t,{ ~ ~ (5, that the-re will he DC, miSUDd~r&tanding!l }6..;: 
tefe.z"red tCJ an if'!cidcn; &!' .. (i: . ..... u~1"en\;:;e 0 Doe5 chia· involve a collision or 
anything ,of thllit nat,"'.~,,1 

.LC :L"'v"H'~,l a nesr u'1::1 .• 1"n, AII{;ther ship pauing within 50 fet!<t 
of MELl!i)UlI.NE. 

EJWUNATIOli BY TdE BOARD 

Questi=s by " 1Ilra1".;ce11' of the boud (RADM Stevenson): 

Q. Admiral, when ycu _re talking to c-dore Dou. you .atd thU. 
you wiahed no ship to be atationed within 2000 yards of MELIIOtJRNE? 

A. I said that 1t was my wish that no ship would be stationed withi" 
3000 yards of MELBOURNE. 
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q~ :. <~ j y::>-.:. nb.~'e e,:.;q :'~':."".f:r-.!e,tir:::. with him ahcut. :istance other 
tnE:::; fel :'"";'p_e.:,~!rm:c.:.t C:l t:r-<i.;.I!C't CI h.'-'~~ C;'C6c liny cf hi! S.hipS 5h~ld 
o.ppr ~~;,: 'b !"".i:~?,~·ij'r.;~E-: 

A.~ i(:!" t.!i: . .£!~:- en!" t'~i-':e::-<r5hment1 

Q. Whee::. Y':" <"y H"ti~~, witn;,,, ~OOO yards Y"'..I !ire talking abo.<c 3000 
y".o. "head or: be.hin1 yc..... Ye,,,", a~'e refetri:!.g tC £':':Taening MELBOOR.'n:? 

Ao 'lhi.': "s cC't'l"~~to 

Q. Dld yc~ ~ome tc ... r.y agreaI,enl a\:'.:lut I:he. diStance any ship. shc~ld 
appr:o .. ~'" MEL.."6FK.'!E' 

A. N·~ s l,S fat as 1. -.~&n recc;.l: j that WiLb not mentioned 0 

Co"nsel fot the b" .. :rc, beto.e e""'.1sing you Admiral the board would 
1i\c~ tr., lr,Hr\Lt yCiJ that you arE< requested not to dhcu.s your telitimony 
\I::'th a~yone othe't' th,·.J!l r..t.~~el-:' ,:<;f the bC9.rc ar..d the coune.eIo YOil will be. 
@uLJe:t tc, l' a {,"" I in dc-sed 8ueic.Tl sir. y"", &r-o, ~xc"Bed sir. In 
!';'i,e\irt cf t't:.e hClu't'~ .1 r~(~c.,m.ue~~j "lrtl'a car';:, no mc:te w1..tne!ses. 

Seni,>r me",bt~, he!.:re we aCjr."~"!i for the day. in addition to the 
c"",,"cnts at the ~.,ghmtng of th<; seniccII the. pTe;. and the public may be 
h.tel':~otEd !n tht> lnf"ftMtic: .. : lc.l;'owing ~=pieti.c,., of t"days senion 
the. lxud f.i .. rd t.; -Hit UOS r:iJ._~)I: E."EVA-tlS toze HWS MlLBoURIIE for the 
F.lTp.·;se of ii\6P"'cti£\~ the d.m:aga to th" tWe' ard.p~. '!he so.e pur-pose of 
th·~!e inSI'6'OUc'." i; L p.t1dt rhe fULlest apf.!:ed.Ation by the board cf 
e.ider,ce <,;':.o,rn.::.g the ~c"!laitic" cof the ships whe,~ it 1& lat~lt' given 
by witne.se~ in the ~cu~.e of the prc6~eding6. As nc' evidence. will be 
taker., there wE 1 be nu ".,ed f"r .:.oun&el. 01' r-eporter to attend. 
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-SECOND DAY-

The board reconvened at 1035 hours. 11 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board 
adj~~rned are again present. 

Senior Member: The board has been discussing the testimony given on 
Monday and has determined that some matters in Ad~1ral Crabb's testimony 
should be clarified and has requested that counsel recall Admiral Crabb 
at this time for additional testimony in open session. 

Counsel for the board: Before Admiral Crabb appears we have a new 
appointed reporter who will be sworn at this time. 

Yeoman first class Kenneth L. Himango. U.S. Navy. the new appointed 
reporter was sworn. 

Rear Admiral Gordon J. Crabb. Royal Australian Navy, was recalled 
as a witness by counsel for the board, reminded that he was under oath 
and testified as follows: 

Counsel for the board: Admiral, the board has reviewed the transcript 
of Monday's session and after doing so has asked that you testify further 
in open session as to certain matters as to which they would like clari­
fication. At this time I would like to ask several questions in that 
connection. 

EXAM::NATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. First of all, I believe, you were asked a8 to the operation orde% 
in effect and any changes, amendment~ and supplements that might have been 
pertir.ent. And you said that there were two supplements. neither of which 
applied to this particular operation in course. Were there any ether 
remarks that you Wl)Uld like to add on this subject? Are there any inaccum 

~acie8 that I have stated in your testimony? 
A. No, I can't recall any inaccuracies. I issued one operational 

order for the surface attack group exercise on the night of the 2nd and 3rd 
of June. Subsequently, as I think you will get in the record, I amended 
that by signal. As I said the other day, by the time we were dOing the 
replenishment on the 2nd of June. I felt that from my own tek group point 
of view. I got to know the ships as they were working together ••• team 
rather than as a group. and I felt entitled to add • little more compli~ 
cation to the surface attack group exercise tiie'.following night th.t had 
originally been planned by the exercise directives. This is where, .s 
you may recall. I fed in my own anti-surface attack group and .lso part 
where I was able to employ the aircraft from MELBJUBNE. That b already 
on the record. I ·did say that last tiDe. 

Q. Perhaps I am a little imprecise, but I am specifically interested 
in whether there were additional supplements to the two you mentioned? 
Were there only two supplements? 

A. As far as I recall. yes. except there we one third book called 
''For the Ships Entering Sattahip Harbor". ." • 

.. 
Q. The next area is an internal inconiiat_cy in OItt, record .. to the 

termination of time of the surface attack group exercise. 'Qould you tell 
us about the tiM that it terminated 1 " ' 

A. Yes. The exercise "go" time va. 2000 (8 o'clOCk loe'" tiM)· in . 
the evening. ttlch to ..,aurprise. ooce again thia is elready'lIP the ncod • 
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with!:::. the filtH' f.:I:'e to .'l:!". mf.nuti!S we detected the other ships and the 

whole thing was o~er fer e~~lier than I thought. In my recollection it 

finished at 2230. I W~! the~ able to relax for the first time fer quite 

some time. 

Q. Would you the~ fcll~lng that, clarify when you turned over 

tactical cCDmUL~d to MELBOURNE and in what manner, sir? 

A. First of all, you recall, I had it in my night orders that the 

tactical command was to be handed OV6r to the MELBOURNE. With me in the 

ope:radOOlis room was my Fleet Operaticms Officer, Coamander Hudson. The 

captain of MELBOURNE rang from the bridge to the operations room and I 

think in deferenCE. to my rank he spoke to my Operations Officer and he 

said, "What ue the M1I'Iliral's inte'l!t1cms about tactical command?" Coamander 

Hudson took my Night Ol!:der Book and read back what I had written in my 

Night Order B<ook. At what precise time that wal dO'&.. I would not know. 

Q. Was a signal pwt out 1ndicati~g that you had turned over tactical 

c_nd to MEl!.EOUlL>a:? 
A. No, the signal W:&1i ,wt yat QJUt, but you _at understand that by 

handing over to the MELBOUR~E. that imme.diately under the system applying 

that allows the captain of the MELBOURNE to use my call sign when he 

wmted to maneuver. 

Q. Sir, we asked y~~ at t~e last 86s8iOb to draw a figure' indicating 

the podtioos of the tw<:- ships at the time you first saw them and at the 

mOme~t of impact. C~~ld you, in ~rd8. sir, estimate for the board, if 

you ('.an, the amgle between the tw ships' headings at the first time you 

saw the EVANS and following that. at the time of impact? 

A. I saw EVANS moving f~om right to left in my view. in other words, 

coming in from the starboard side with his bow moving to port. I would 

be guessing if I tried toe.> tell YCiU the angle, but it was close to'090 

degree.a. 

Q. lIll YC>o<r obaervaU,",,,, WIiB there a significant change between the 

time you fint saw r,-A..~S tmd the moment of impsct, in80far 8!1 the angle of 

the t~ ships 0 headiXligs is C01l' • .:euled T 

A. NOl. 

Q. You also testified, Sir, follOWing your conversation with Commodore 

Doak as to IIlcrelming procedures. you agreed with C»Dmcdore Doak that you 

would inst~ct MELBOURNE that aa long as he used the wing ships. that it 

would be all right to terminate thie procedure of having the RESDES deltroyer 

following alo~g at night. And the question in the minds of the board is, 

did you eo instruct 00 MEl.BOiURNE as you indicated you would, and when, sir1 

A. What is called ''OPGEN Al.¥A" (special type of signal) had in it 

that the New Zeal~d ship BLACKPOOL would be the rescue destroyer. After 

we had f~i8hed refueling en the afternoon of the 2nd of June, the BLACK­

POOL was one of the center ships in the screen. 'lberefore. I think to 

d-.mstrate my point the fact that USS FRANK E. EVANS bec_e the rescue 

destroyer is a clear demonstratlom of my request to Commodore Doak that he 

had heard what I had said. If y01il would like, I will draw it for you. 

Q. No, the question was (and perhaps it waan't clear) - you indicated 

that you would instruct CO MELBOURNE to thb effect, and did you instruct 

00 MELBOURNE and if so. when? 
A. Yes. 1 instructed him and it was a result of my instructions the 

rescue destroyer was changed from BLACXPOOL to EVANS. 

Q. Do you recall when you instructed bim in that _er. air? 

A. No, all I would say that it was sometime after c-dora DoH b8d 

been on board and before dark. 
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Q. Sir, you also testified that you had a standing order in the 
Australian Fleet, "that any destroyer screening a carrier, if they had 
to move station, they a1waya truned away from the carrie[". I have 
told my captains of my ships that if they ever turned a destroyer into 
a carrier, I woul" sack him on the spot." 'Ibe question is, do you 
regard this as an invariable rule, sir, that the turn .ha11 always be 
made away from the carrier? 

A. Do I understand? What you're saying is that you are talking about 
destroyers on the screen of the carrier? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I maintain that this is an inflexible rule. 

Q. 
a tum 
tion? 

You do: not envisage that there are any circumstances under which 
could be made toward a carrier, by a .creen de.troyer changing sta-

A. On a screen it depends on the type of screen you have. My rule 
envisages a screen ahead. If you have, for instance, a circular screen, 
encompassing 360 degrees, there are times when they are abaft the beam 
of the carrier, when they may tum towards because then the relative 
movement of the two ships, as you turn towards the ship from the beam or 
abaft the beam, you can never hit him, providing you are both doing the 
same speed; relative velocity. We are talking about relative velocity, 
and my rule applies to what used to be known as "bent line .creens", 
screens which are normally forward of the b'eam of the ship being screened. 
I have not got that in writing. If the board queries my statement on 
this, I would like them to ask or get any captain who has served in the 
Australian Fleet for the last fifteen months. 

Q. Sir, near the end of your testimony youn~eferred to an incident 
or occurrence that had occurred a day or so previous to the collision 
between MELBOURNE end EVANS. Did you see the incident yourself, s1r? 

A. No, I didn't. .• 

Q. If not, then could you .tell us whom you received the report from? 
A. I received it from ~ Duty Staff Officer in the normal course of 

his duties. 'Ibis incident happened so quick1t:,that he st.ated to me after­
wards that he just did not have time to ci11 me. 

Q. Do you have knowledge as to whether the Duty Staff Officer saw 
it himself? 

A. I prefer you to •••• 

Q. Could you identify him, sir, so that we may determine 'that? 
A. Yes, but I don't have the list with me at the moment. Would 

you like for me to do that? 

Counsel for the board: Yes, sir. ". 

Senior Member: With respect to the last answer, if Admiral Crabb 
would simply inform counae1 a8 to the identity of the individual then 
we could have access to him. 

Counsel for the board: I did have one more, sir, I'm sorry. 

Q. I asked you about whether you had observed certain rescue operations 
and you said, no, that you were fully occupied in the operations room all 
day and could not observe them. I think that the inference I obtained from 
that w .. that you never left the operations ~. ilai.that .at you _t 
to say, air? .. 
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A. No, I ",,,,,ld rigl:t n.", ~l.k~· to tell you what I did. I have the 
title Flag Offi~e.", (;=a:~d~c~g kc;;~~4lien Fleet. This is a title which 
fint of aH, b diffi.::ult tC(J.!'.ci·~r,;ot4IId. FOCAF can be repreaen~ed it'. 
a num!:ar c·f pla.,,-,s. At this tDC'lIlent the signal title FOCAF immediately 
ref8r$ to my headquarters i~ Syd~ey. Australia. FOCAF Flag refers to me 
personally, John Crabb peraor,ally, and also to my operational staff who 
accompany me. Now when 1 made that statement I was in the operations 
rOI)lD all day long. What yC1\! must understand is that here FOCAF Flag h 
me personally and my ~caff, and all day long either I or my Duty Staff 
Officer was in the operations room and if I waan' t there my Duty Staff 
Officer k:r"·~w exa'~~ly wh",re I was. So if I may bore you for a moment I 
will tell you What I did. 

Counsel for the board: I don 0 t think that' 8 neceuary unless the 
board would like to hear it. We jU8t wanted to clarify that peint, s1r. 

W1tnea~: With due reepect, air, I would like to continue. 

Senior Member: Quite agreeable Admiral. 

Witness: I was \Called at 0312. I went to the Flag Bridge in my 
pajams3. By 0316 I had initiated the fir~t signal 9U the cQlli~ion. By 
0317 I was ir. my Ilea cabin ch.mging into uniform. a8 I thought it iu­
con-ect for an Admiral to be lIee::> 1n an operational area in pajama.. And 
I was seen in my sea cabin at 0317 by my Fleet Operations Officer and I 
said to him, 'Yes, I know." By 0319 my Flag Lieutenant, Lieutenant Scott, 
noted my presen~e in the operations room in a log, which log is not my 
coru;E'.m. My Flag LleutenM.t had been Duty Staff Officer from 2000 (8 
o' clock) the r.:!.ght bef,,~ .. untU mldr.ight and his cabin is right down aft 
in the carrier 8llId h~ ~ct b&ck in this emergency in Beven minute!! and 80 

he was with me again 1:>, 1)3~9. Between 0317 and sunrise, I peraonally was 
in the operation.~ r~,~ dL~~~ti~ the rescue. At 0325 the after section of 
the EVANS had been l!e,,,"'!,,eQ Ito Ml!LB()L"lUi'E' 8 starboard/after quarter. And 
~ce again it wa~ a fiat, ~elm, glassy sea. Ant to thiS, I should have 
done it before, I tI',,,,,ld Uke to draw attention to the fa(!t of the vellY 
accurate weathe:!:' foree.aet which were given to me throughout th:l.s night 
and the following tw~ or three days by the Meteorological Officer of 
MEl.8:lURNE, Lieutenant CtOlDlUZ!.der Roba.on. It was vital from my point of 
view, frem Admiral Ki::\g'!! point of view, that we should know the weather. 
For once the Met people we~e completely aceurate. Lieutenant Commmmder 
Rob"~on's forecast was for calm. glassy seas and we had it all tha~ day. 
At twenty-three minutea past three in the moming I nnt a signal to the 
Address Indicat1r.g Group pe"ple saying, "Sea Spirit Stopped". All AlG's 
concemed with "Sea Spirit" 5901 , 5906 inclusive. '!'hat is all the sea, 
all the shore auth~'r1tie. involved with "Sea Spirit" stopped. 1 say I 
personally said that becauBe we eould not find the right way to stop the 
exercise. There were certain WOrdll that shoold have been used, but in 

, 

the emergency I cc~ldn't remember the particular code word. I~ i8 in the 
operation order. At phis time I have it here. '!'hat signal W&B BeDt "stop," 
just stop every thin... '!'hat was twenty-three minutes past three. At 
twenty-five pa.t three 1 lent a lignal to all authorities thmt I could 
think of. Glflii'y!,-:.s the report that the MEWURNE had beeD in a collidou 
with the EVAN". .L~ you would like the signal. I have it all here. Before 
dawn I left the oper8ti~ room to go al~ to flying CDntrol to see h~~ 
the flying people were getting CD. Lleuteomt ~der Payne vas the 
cOIImIIInder of operllti0ll8 Imd 1 WM particularly concerned that he had .0 
IIIIIDY helicopter. in the air IIDd coulcJ one officer _aol all of the •• 
helo. in safety. He .. sured _ that he coulcJ IIDd that everythlll8 ., .. ~ 
control. 
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S<mi~lr Memt~lr: tn,! b~~lrj f~"h that: there _y be SQJC'>!; doubu as to 
the lrs'l.eli&Itce of tlt1.e m&itel:i!ll wt,tc:h yCFJl Iilr<e giving to the question 1L3kfld 
by cCJC!u::~d, whi'::!! wa~ ~imply int!!",j'!'1d tc ~l!llrHy .m lmpell!'3!1iCln whicll may 
h~rqeb'~R\ ch',",,1,;! flr(~ p!!'o;wlc'l!;2\ te>llH_"~y to !:he effl!lot thliil: ycru were in 
the OP®lrILU"tl1.8 r~,,0111 ell dey l(J'_~ -mien w felt might have not beelrl the 
case. I tM.t~k Ithat It;~,® ~~_l:' t<:> that has bOla adequately conve.yed t\ll Uii. 

COUMd for the bc,01)td: ~,u ~he board hewe ImY additi_d queSlUOO::IIl 
for Adciral G~ab~1 

Se\l'liClr Member: No sdditiooal que!ticma. 

C0lm3el for the houd: Admilral C!.'abb, at thil time, u in the previous 
open lIeadM, y~ !Ire gi1l'eIrI the opportunity to state to the 1Icl<'fd my 
&ddit1o~!il rde'ii's:..~1t i'l!.fo:l'lMtioo tIn!!t yoo feel wwld help illl aBleumg Il:be 
illiddent wlHcll i:h!'l), iu.",,~ beu 1MU'U<!lted to inv~iltigllte. 

All perao,M COKlt; .. C<ted wilth the beard WIG were p~eselrlt when it recend 
were ag&~ p~e~~t. 

CJw.Ie~1. f",~ Ut® b"'Slt'd: AcmilJ:«l, before we reeu~ed, yOlUi were g:h,Ul 
the oppoll'lto.."1:1Iilty it;,j) _Ite /!jete!\: ~eiIl:iOl",d .m!pUfy1l:'-8 ~_k!! a yoo might 
lib relLenilLt ltd) I::b. ~ub~®«:1t <OJ! the "4"dry. At th!~ t~ ¥\Ill r®lu,,,, tI,~ 
offer to ya>'<lI. 

IJdmiltd CriiV;: Thlll':tk y,ofli. \'<!lry _cll!. 1 _ld jUi!lt Uke to> hP<C'llt 
(:ue Cl!' Itwo th:!l",g~ I '1'<&'",'" alll'<9uj' ~~,d. Fine @f aU, li: _1<& vmt t@ 
make ~ite cle~ i!:h~~ e~l!'~g the day of the re~cue, tbat e~el!'y piece of 
flloal1:ilng _e<r:k.-,ge W£ll\ re:J:ll'i®"li!ld, and in a glusy ':.!llm Ilea thb might 
ee®m Bltu~id. ~t fr~ ~~~ It~~klng it was abeolutely neceBsazy t@ ~ 
cer~.!lin that W~ had l®ft t;@ ilit~e unltu~ed It:@ recover ~y lIul!'Vlvcrs. ~ 
s<ei:~d pfj~,1t b, thi't 1: """CllLd like to make it quite clear, that my ~u.ff 
and It c(;f.lldd"l!'ed quH:e e!1ll'®!:'"lly aa to whether we 'iiKJIlJld p!l!t 'out !:be caU 
00 SOOiCC's fell!' melI'eh!i:>l1t l!it:ip fer u~btll!lce. Ned 1 v~ carefully eood­
derw Ithis d",c:;:!\.sioo <J.".. !lEY' p~t, beGlw!!<!l 1 d1d\lh'1: watt: to a!ik the IMlrcluet 
shipe to come into the area be~aulle 1 hed a large u~~ of Daval v<!l •• e13 
under my p"'~IICinIlll cmll:lt'<:»l wM,roh 1 pen<1:llIllUy cooaidelted wa~ IIwffieifilt to> 
carry ooit the ro!ecue. My t~'-it'd point b, that I ¥:lJ\ll!li.d lL1ke to put Cili the. 
rec<CJlrd, is th<!l c@""P",~aU':JI:l: w1h::!lc..it Re4.r Admird ltixlIg gaV<!l 1m> ~b,tdy pll!'~~ 
1lrig UIliited State~ 8h1. 1"8 \ill'cd"," m v cO!!IIIIIltOld for the perloo of the ruoot!<. 
T'ney were lefe umd<!ll:' my CC>em!l'lil :mtil aflter duk that day, Il>!ild thb VP 4i\ 

very gene~ouill gelltul!'®. Se.c~dll.f. Iir<l><'~d ~t. the f@l!:'eIlllom, I vas call"" 
up Oil the radi<:> tde~,,">!J;e by Vic<!l Mmilrd Griffiml, Flag OfUce!' SeicOIld 1m. 
CoaI:I;.md of the lldt:!.l>lh Far Eut :nfliO!t .... d he d1d not uk me. he add that 
I ... cOJllii,..;g to help. Ufo S£\Je "Je a u_ ,-,f &n'iwal ~d 1400. ajLi! 81\.ipa 
utually arrived a:row.d ab~t l300 c,lr 1330 Imd we the<Jl had a pfllrllOOel 

cooII'erlllatic;m. ro the redio tdsfh=e were I said at thatt time, ail ~ will. 
Bee 00 the track charts, we hed covered the area at leut OIlee vlth the 
shipe avll11able to us 80 1 d1cl not uk Mudral Griff:ln to join :In the , 
lIear.:h. I woulcl DOW like a signal placed em the record if I may. 1 have 
decluelfied that. 
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Counsel for the board: 
by you. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

I understand that this aignal was originated 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances we request that it 
be admitted as Exhibit 7. 

Counsel for the board: The message is from FOCAF Flag to MELBOURNE •••• 

Mpmher (R~Ar A~~ir~' StevenAon): Excuse me if you please, do not copy 
dowu· 'dle uu~~ ~-.i..m~ g/.:0L.¥'. . 

Counsel for the board: I will not. 

}ofpmh .. r fRear Ad"'iral Stevenson): Just the originator or whatever it 
say" • 

Counsel fer the boud: The message is from FOCAF Flag and it il to 
MELBOURNE; SUPPLY: PARRA."IATTAl VAMPIRE; and STUART. Information to 
FOCAF, All Units of HMA Fleet. The text is: ''Seldom are lailors subjected 
to such a harrowing spectacle as that which faced the Captain, officers, 
and ships company of HMAS MELBOURNE-in the early hours of S June 1969. I 
was a witness to the event and am fully conscious of the acts of courage 
and bravery which were enacted around me. As the officer in tactical 
command of S~O Task Ferce 472 when the tragedy occurred I owed responsiG 

bility to every ship in my command regardless of nationality. As the Flag 
Officer commanding HMA Fleet, I am proud to be associated with a team, who 
regardless of their age or experience in the naval serVice are capable of 
reacting efficiently and effectively in the middle of the night to the 
extent that they saved every man whom it was possible to Bave ta a tragedy 
"Il<hh few ~f \&8 _ld eHE contemplate was possible to lave in a tragedy 
which few of US would ever contemplate was possible. For the quick reactiu~. 
for the aid given by other ships of the Task Borce, for the exemplary con­
duct under stress and iDlnediate response to the emergency I give cr~it to 
you all personally and to your training in the Royal Australian Navy. I 
am very proud to be the Fleet COUIDander of such a team. II 

Senior Member: Counsel, at this time, if Admiral Crabb has nothing 
further for open session, we would like to proceed with his clauified 
testimony. 

Counsel for the board: May the board recess for five Diinutes? 

Senior Member: The board will recess for five minutes. 

The board recessed at 1123 hours, 11 June 1969. 
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The board reconvened in closed session at 1132 hours, 11 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the boar~ 
recessed were again present. 

Counsel for the board: 
took earlier. At this time 
I will swear in. 

Admiral, you are again reminded of the oath you 
we have a new court reporter who at this time 

Yeoman first class Rodney D. Knox, U.S. Navy was duly sworn as the 
reporter. 

EXAMINATION BY CCUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Admiral, even though this is closed session, the space in which 
we are having the hearing is only cleared up to Confidential. If you 
have to go above that classification, would you notify the board so that 
we can make arrangements for another space. 

During the open session sir, you were asked in general terms as to 
the tactical disposition on the night of 2 and 3 June. In this closed 
session, sir, are there any additional details which you can provide for 
the board at this time? 

A. Yes, I can if the board would like. 

Q. Would you do so, sir, at this time? 
A. I think I would like to, if I may, for the board, state the dis­

position of my task group before the preparations for goining to sea on 
the 2nd of June. After I talked to Commander DESRON TWENTY-THREE, if 
I may •.. 

Counsel for the board: We can have the board turned this way. (Large 
board holding chart paper is provided for Admiral Crabb to illustrate on). 

A. I made one mistake yesterday. I referred to the ATP 13. It 
should have been ATP 3. This is the way the MELBOURNE was being screened 
at the time we cleared Manila Bay until we commenced the R.A.S. on the 
morning of the 2nd of June. The MELBOURNE here •••• 

Q. Would you put an "M" there please sir, to indicate the MELBOURNE. 
A. Yes, this is the MELBOURNE. This is all relative, my distances 

are a little off (indicating the drawing). The screen was set up, up to 
7 June. 

Q. Sir, would you indicate for 
line in front of the carrier? 

A. Yes, the MELBOURNE had five 
four and this is the fifth one here. 

the board the meaning of the curved 

escorts. This is one, two, three, 

Counsel for the bQard: Let the record show that .the Admiral is pointing 
to the curved line for the carrier's screen. Now would you indicate what 
that curved line indicates so far as the movement? 

A. This indicates that they were moving and weaving possibly 2000 
yards in front of the carrier. 

29 

, Ii .. 

q..1'«: • 



.... 
I_~,: 

Ie' 

' .... 

Counsel for the board! Would yOu like then to draw the secom disposition 
am we will take this sheet off.' But, before' daing so I would lfi;e to have 
this marked as Exhibit (8), am request that under the ~laDation that has 
been made that it be admitted into evidence as Exhibit (8) at this tilDe. 

Senior Member! It DIEt! be so done. 

Admiral Crabb! On the morning of 2m' June I uked COMDESRON 2:3 to 
con-s over am see me, for seteral reasoIlB. '}tr first reason was I had ' 
not had an opportunity to meet with him before we' len. Mlnila. 'Secomly, 
he was the senior officer in the MELBOURNE' ,screen, am therefQ1"e 
resfonsible for the screening given to MELBOURm. lbv all explanation. 
When you have a senior officer on a screen lite this ••••• 

Counsel for the board! M!oy we im.erruptl 18 this distractiJIg JOIl (i~ 
dicating tpe reporter am tha tape recorder).' ,.""'.. ' 

A. lb. When you have a'group of destroyers like thiB, screening one 
or more ships, either the screen commamer is detailed or8l8s it ill based 
on seniority. The senior officer in the screen takes av,r the 1Iu:t;y l1li 
the screen co!D11lamer. From the paim. of ,view of ' the bOdy or sipgle ship 
being screened. I, as the senior officer presem., addressed sevetoal sigiialB 
to the screening commamer such as "screen this unit f'rOIlI subQlarines" or 
"screen this unit against air attack'". This then iDiicated to pim' what 
I cOIlSidered to be the potemial threat to the body that we were screening. 
As an ElYperieJX:ed naval- officer he than used that experience to give the 
best protection possible, in this case to the MELBOUlUII!:. ' The "creen that 
I draw there b a result of my imtructi6n to COMDESRON 2:3 to IIcreen this 
unit am defem agaimt submarine attack. He came aVe~ eta the lIIorning 
of the 2m of June am, first of all, I discussed this c4'le of ~e LARSON 
coming close to the MELBOURNE. I showed him approxtmate17 what happened 
am why I was extremely worried. That this had occurred in calin weather 
on a moonlight night between ships of two Davies who I comide~ to be 
well trained am trained to mesh ••••• 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOAllD 

Questiom by the Se~or Membert Excuse me Admiral. To olarifT this 
matter. The name 01' LARSON has not previously ariiien in this board's 
proceedings. First of all, When you say the matteij of LARSON, do you 
refer to the ocourrence which'you mem.ioned in ;your earlier open test1mo~' 

A. In open testimo~ sir, I referred to the occurrence. That 
occurrence was coooerning the LAR"lON am the MELBOORm. 

Q. WOUld you say !lOW how the matter of the LARSON came to JOIll' 
attem.ion7 

A. YM, it was reported to me by my DIlty Staff Offioer. I did 
not sae the occurrence at all. , 

Q. Then referring back to open test1mo~, cOUld 'you at 1501IIII later 
time advise counsel as to who the DIlty Staff Officer vas that OpDlllllnicated 
this information to y~. , 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I think it would be helpful Admiral if' you cClll1l.d iIItP~ to ~ 
board at this time the detaUs that you 1I:DDw of this' OC~.8 80 that. '"' 
can visualize vhat it is about. it that distressed 7W' . 
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A. As long as H's uz:rlerstood that I did bot se. it. , 

Q. Yes. perhaps you vou1d care to inf6nn us at this time of the details 
of the matter as they vere reported to you, Bir. 

A. I vas informed that" the USS LARSON being one of the ICl'fIen destroyers 
for MELBOURNE had been instructed to" take a station astein intprmation ONE 
on the MELBOURNE, preparatory to becoming the resCue destroyer. -It vas 
routine for the Captain of the MELIlCJ!JRNE vhen ordering a rescue destroyer 
to first of all go into formation ONE. That is, the MELBOURNE placed the 
rescue destroyer astern of him 1000 yards. When he had that defltroyer 
there and he vas ready to fly, he then" told the destroyer to take up the 
rescue station vhich vas on the port quarter, 1500 yards~- LARSON was 
detailed to do this. I vas told t.hat LARSON turned toward the carrier and 
oame extremely olose to him the eXtent MELBOURNE vas embarrassed. The 
Captain of the MELBOUME without referring to me cOllllllUnicated" tp the "- " 
Captai n of the LAllSON, po.inted- out -his mistakes and called for Il report. 
The Captain of the MELBOORNE received this report im1 th!s vas" phovn to 
me. With due respeot at this time I do say beeaaIse of the foreign nag 
officer having been embarrassed by' a USN ship, -I sent vl1at I cOJlSidered to 
be a mild rebuke. The last paragraph of JJV" sigllal sidd, w&!.bjeot closedw• 
In other vords I did not vant this to go aI\V' f'ut-ther. 'Once again\dth 
due respeot it vas diffioult to do this beca1ll!.e, vell; I vas Il fprelgn flag 
offioer and giving a rebuke. This is a little difficult. Is that 
sufficient ? 

Q. Yes, thank you sir. With lIespect to information just given to 
the board Dv Admiral Crabb describing the OOCUrraDCe invOlving the LARSON 
and ME:r.BOlJRm, I believe the informaticn we llOW' have is useful to us 
from the background standpOint and this need not be f'urtqer elllrrated 
for the pruposes of this investigation. " 

EXAMINATION BY COUlSEL FOR THE OOAllD 

Questione by' oouns el of the board I 

Q. I believe at this point yOu vere discussing your oonver,ation with 
COMDESRON 23. Proceed from that point if you 1olOI1ld please? 

A. It vould be better from JJV point of view if I do~'t go into the 
details of the points that I did discuss with him, bat the actUlti results 
of thatCOIlVersation; First of all there vas a result ot-vh~" n vent 
back ve finished replenisliment at sea and the MELBOURNE lICIVed t for the 
next part of the exercise. Inetead of having a screen ~e 
(referring to Exhibit S) MELBOURNE had a screen like t.hit. _ 

Counsel for the boardl -Let the record show that the Admiral has dravn 
a screen on a piece of paper whioh ve shav at this time and IUlU'lr Exhibit 9 
for purposes of identification. 

A. .. this time BLACXPOOL vas there. , 
Counee1 for the 'board! Would you indicate that by' marki~ WE-, Jdldral? 

A. He had previously detailed as the rescue destroyer ba.t as a result 
of our conversation, BLACXPOOL W8BreIIOVed as the rescue destrqyer dut)' aDd _ 
it vas given to this ship here" (markiilg a painton the paper). "That is 
the s8COD! result of our oonvertiation. " "'1'he third ruult of CIIJ1" coanreatloa. 
I'III 1101'17. you have the plam tor the sc~Jd.II£' , 

COUJIIel for the board. Yes. sir. 

A. 'rh1s screeli here (irllioatlDg ple:rlglMs plo1;tiDg ~ ~ 1Ir "'­
oomel tor the board). 
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Q. I was going to introduce this after y~1t had drawn that (indicating 

the drawing the Adm1ral was making on EKhibi! 9). 

A. The third result of our conversation was that, you will note that 

the ship in my previous diagram which was moving across here (pOinting to 

the diagram again), and you will see from the screening diagram which shows 

no ship screening the MELBOL1tNE was closer than 3000 yards. This is what 

is called s sector screen. Each ship had it's own little box. When ordering 

them into position they are given bearings and ranges from the flag ship and 

they have freedom of movement within this sector. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record show that the Admiral is drawing 

dotted lines around the ships. 
A. This is strictly diagrammatic, the screens can be obtained from 

various other sources. 

EXAMISATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Admiral, counsel has obtained in the course of his initial effort 

to preserve information on this, a diagram which may have been the screening 

diagram in effect at the time. Instead of the one you have drawn here that 

is marked Exhibit 9 for identification, would you examine counsel-' s material 

and see if it is an exact duplication of it so that we may use this1 

Counsel for the board: Before doing this sir, may I have it marked 

Exhibit 10 for identification? 

Senior Member: Yes. 

EXAw.:NATlON BY COUNSEL Fat TIlE BOt\RD 

Questions by the counsel fo~ the board: 

Q. Admiral, I show you this which has been marked for identification 

and ask if you do recognize it? 
A. I recognize it as a plotting board. I recognize the relative positions 

of the ships, but I did not order this. I think with due respect you should 

ask Officer of the Watch if these were the sectors that were ordered. 

Q. To your knowledge have you seen this plotting board previously? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where did you see it? 
A. In my operations room. I had a similar board. 

Q. Who maintained this board? 
A. Mine is maintained by my staff chief yeoman. 

Q. Do you believe this is either the same board or the identical board1 

A. Yes, to my belief this is the same board. 

Q. Let me rephrase the question. 
board or a board that is identical to 
section of the operations office. 

A. Yes, the board is - the board 
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Q. Does, however, the diagram drawn on the board reflect the screen more 

accurately than the schematic you have drawn on Exhibit 9 for identification? 

A. If you're asking for a comparison between my drawing there and this 

drawing on that board, yes, 1 would say that is more accurate. But 1 did not, 

1 maintain, go into the details of the screen. 1 should not be asked about 

this. 

Senior Member: Since that is marked Exhibit 10, may the board look at 

it please? 

(The board examined Exhibit 10 marked f'~r identification) 

Witness: May 1 say a little bit more about this please? 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Q. Yes, please. 

Admiral Crabb: I'd just like quickly to say that I'm not an Anti-Submarine 

specialist, but the reaso~ I ordered this, 1 would like it to be quite clear 

for the record, the reaso~ I asked Commodore Doak to do this is because 1 

think it's obvious to us all that the limiting lines of an approaching submarine 

are like that. This screen gives far more depth to the protection of the 

MELBOURNE than we were getting before wit!1-. on~ line destroyers. 

Counsel for the board: May 1 interrupt. At this pOint let the record 

reflect that the Admiral at this point drew two diagonal lines on the diagram 

indicating the limiting lines of approach. 

Witness: One final point. You see from that diagram this distance 

is 3000 yards (indicating Exhibit 10 for. identification). 

Q. By this distance you mean the distance from the MELBLURNE to be 

the inner screen sector, is that correct? 
A. That is correct. 1 will mark it as such on the diagram. 

Q. 
sector 

A. 

Do you have knowledge as to the outer limit of the 

and the screen established by Commodore Deak? 

I would prefer that you ask Commodore Doak that. 

inner screen 

Counsel for the board: 1 would ask at this time that Exhibit 9 marked 

for identification be admitted. 

Senior Member: 1 have one question before responCilng ,to ,that 'cclUttael. 

EXAMINATlaq BY THE llOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

'. , ",'. 'J; 

~. :.<.1"' ... ;;"1 ".e 'he bVAes ehat you have drawn indicating the stations 

or the area which each ship is to patrol? Are they separated from each 

other deliberately to indicate that, for example, MELBOURNE and EVANS had a 

buffer zone in between their respective stations? Excuse me, the BLACKPOOL 

and the EVANS had a buffer zone between their respective positional 

A. You will recall while I was doing, this I said this is the sector 

diagram. I did not say that this was accurate. In actual fact there 

is no space in between them, but there is, you'll find, in the rules 

governing sector screens, no ship is allowed to come within a certain 

distance of this boundary here because it's adjacent to another ship on the 

screen. Whereas, this ship here while he can not go within a certain 

distance of that line, he may go right up to the edge of this aide witb lID 

adjscent ship. In actual fact these boxes, these sectors, they are r11bt 

together. . 
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DIRECT EXAMINATIOO 
DECLASSIFIED 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. So that the record may reflect what you are pointing to sir, may I 
restate it sir, in words, and correct me if I'm wrong? The ships on the wing 
are permitted to go to the outer edges of their sectors but there is a buffer 
zone between the inner boundaries so that the ships will not come too close 
to each other. Is that what you said there, what you pointed to? 

A. I did say that there was a buffer zone within the inner boundaries, 
yes. The reason is naturally so the ships will not come too close together. 

Q. Admiral, that covers the questions that I have as to the screen 
procedures and screens that were in effect and changes made during the exercise. 
If you have no further remarks on that point I will move on to the question 
of the zig-zags. 

A. I think that's all. 

Counsel for the board: You may be seated now sir. 

Senior Member: Let's recess for lunch now. 

The board recessed at 1200 hours, 11 June \969. 
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All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed 
were again present. 

The board opened at 1355, 11 June 1969. 

Counsel for the board: Admiral, you are reminded that the oath that 
you took is still binding and you are also reminded that this session is 
closed and the classification is Confidential. 

Prior to asking questions of Admiral Crabb, counsel will ask that Exhibit 9, 
marked for identification, be admitted into evidence as Exhibit 9, and requests 
the opportunity to substitute pbotograpbs of it for the record. 

Senior member: (nodded in the affirmative). 

EXAMINATI(II BY COONSEL P(II. TIE BOMlD 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. Admiral Crabb, on the evening of 2 June and the early morning of 
3 June, do you know of a zig-zag plan that was in affect in the MELBOURNE 
group? 

A. No. You are talking about the ni.ght ()f the 2nd and the 3rd of June? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Well, I must just reiterate that on that night we had this special 

exercise, this surface attack group exercise where I was exercising control 
and that was a particular part of the exercise. And you are now asking me 
whetber we were zig-zagging at that time? You are now asking me the tactics 
that I employed during tbis surface attack task group exercise, is that 
what you mean? 

Q. I was asking primarily as to any knowledge you had of zig-zagging 
during the night of 2-3 June? 

A. Yes. A zig-zag was being carried out during that nigbt, but not 
the whole night. 

Q. Do you have knowledge as to what zig-zag plan was being used?, 
A. I do, yes. 

Q. Would you stste that, please? 
A. 13 Sierrs • 

Q. And is that contained in any of tbe documents which have been admitted 
into evidence? 

A. It's in my operational plan. It's also in ATP 3. 

. Q. I deliver to you Exbibit I and ask that you identify where the zig-zag 
plsn may be found in tbat document? 

A. The plan that I am bout to show you is what I am worried about. Tbe 
plan that I am about to show you, the plan that you see bere, is only a copy 
from the official document. 

Q. By here, you mean where, sir? 
A. I mean in my operation order. 

Q. What __ or 1fhat appeDdix is that, air' 
A. AppeDdlz 6, amlex D, to err 472 (POCAI') OllOBD'DrH,9.,. 

Q. Bad that dg-zag plan been used previouaIy to the night of 2 J_ 
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By your group? 
would show in the record. I think that I would 

prefer if I may, for the board to check the carrier's logs to see when 
the zig-zag was ordered. 

Q. Is there anything particular about that plan that you would like 
to bring to the attention of the board in terms of length of lega, of 
radical turns or anything of that nature? 

A. It'a a normal - aa far as I am concerned it'a normal - all of 
these are normal zig-zags. MY staff selected these zig-zags out of ATP 3 
for uae in thia,particular exercise. To me there is nothing unuaua1 about 
any of these zig-~aga. They are official zig-zags for naval veaaela, to 
be used by naval vessels who are entitled to use the book from which we 
extracted them. Because we weren't certain, because neither my .taff nor 
the staff of Admiral King was certain whether everybody, every IIIItion taking 
part in this exercise would have available the book from which these were 
taken, ATP-3, had these copied under the aame aecurity level as i. in the 
original book. 

Counsel for the board. Couu&el has no further questions. 

Senior member. I have some. 

QuestilOD8J)y .. "tb.~ .eniortaember.. .. , . 

Q. Admiral Crabb, you stated that in the OpOrder that the zig-ug 
plan diagram are merely copies of thoae which are in ATP-3. 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. You would nevertheleas, I presUIM, have the impression that there 
is no doubt in anybody's m11!ld that either could be used, either the 13 Sierra 
from ATP-3 or 13 Sierra from yQ<Jilr Operation Order. 

A. There is no doubt in my m1nd, but I can't go any further in answering 
that question than to ask some expert to compare them. This diagram and 
the diagram in ATP-3. 

Q. And one further question, sir. You have stated that this plan, 
13 SIERRA was in effect for some period of time during the night of 
2 and 3 .June. 

A. Yes, I stated that. 

Q. Can you state precisely the period of time during which the ship. 
were expected to be zig-ugging - were ordered to be zig-zagging? 

A. I would prefer, if I may, sir, for you to ask the officer who ordered 
that zig-zag.·':!" 

Q. Hay I take it then. Admiral, that at no time did you personally while 
you had tactical control or command of your task group, at no time did you 
order a zig-zag plan? 

A. No, sir. Not that night. No. 

Q. Thank you. One further point. to clarify, Adm1ral in some of your 
previous testimony. During the period in which you turned over t.ctical 
cOlllDand of your task group to the COII'I1I8ndiz,g Officer. MELBOURNE, whenever 
MELBOURNE during auch period isaued a tactical signal to the hak group. iV 
whose name or whose call sign did they use to originate auch signal? ~ 

A. I have it laid df¥tbere are two d1fferent metbocla. And thb is 
laid down on the form whic I think you aalted me that que.tion aD4 1 C:1d.1Ik 
the form .hould be befOre ou, sir. It is a nlf:.xplanat9r)' eitu&Uon of 
when I hand over, exactly t it mean. and what call aign. may be used. 
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A. Yes. The form which I issue. A typewritten form which I issue. 

Q. And to whom is it issued? 
A. Captain of the MEL5OURNE. 

Senior member. The board will recess for approximately five minutes to 
discuss a procedural matter. 

The board recessed at 1406. 11 June 1969. 

The board opened at 1450. 11 June 1969. 

AU persons cor-.Meted with the board who were present when the board 
recessed were prese~e. 

Counsel for the board: The hearing i. DOW open in closed aea.ion. Admiral. 
the board has no further queatio!ls of ycu which it believes requires cla .. ified 
answers. It doe8 have some qillestio~s whic! 1t believes .the answersto·are 
.111 ...... 1f1ld. which it beHeves is obligated to ask you IU open aession. 
However, at this time, before going to ope!i session we would like to give 
you the opportunity. sir, to state auytbing related to the subject matter 
of the inquiry of a clas81fied nature that you think should be a matter of 
record in connection with the investigation. which has not been fully 
brought out by the previous questions. 

Admiral Crabb~ I would like to car'ry on"where I was yesterday with my 
Night Order Book to p01~t ~t the different types of commands which could 
be enforced in my flsg ship. 

Senior member: Excuse me, Admiral. Do you regard this _terial 8S 

classified information? 

Admiral Crab~: I think that's up to the board. air. really. 

Senior member: Well, we have examined the Night Order Book and noticed 
that it bore no clsssification. Now it's quite evident that perhaps 
classified matter could arise in the nsture of a discussion of the contents 
of the Night Order Book, and we would defer to your judgment. But if the 
material is unclassified, we believe that the board should hear it in open 
session. 

Admiral Crabb: There's one other point - two points if I may then. to 
draw your attention with respect, that in my Night Orders for Monday, the 
2nd of JUtlle. I say here and I quote, "cw 472.1.0 has been handed control 
of this task group." At".d I would ask, if I may, to have a eopy· of my 
operation order so that I can show you what is exactly CTU 472.1.0. Now 
the organisation for CTU 472.1.0 is on page C-2. Annex C to err 472 (FOCAF) 
OpOrder 1/69 and that is the organisation which I brought into force after 
the surface attack group exercise on that night. And that organisation 
remained in force until I reassumed tactics1 control at fifteen minutes 
past three the next 1IlOrning. Unless you want me to quit, I have one lIlOre 
question, one 1IlOre that I think is a classified question. 

Senior member: Please proceed. 

Admiral Crabb: I don't wish to burt aztybody, but one thing - one of 
the many things that has been worrying me ever since this collis1on occurred. 
and I'm not quite sure if 1t is in your records, jU8t why that bow section 
of the EVANS vent down 80 quickly. And what worries me about it - the 
rea_ why I _ worried 18 that the bow section .ticl clown bac:1arad.. ·le 
did not turn turtle. ! If it bad turIIad turtle it _,ht ..... tramcJ so. 
air and might have 8~ayed on the surfaca. vh1eh _,ht ..... been ._ bel, 
to it. The bow seetton sUd back. Bow 1 underataDll - 1 _ no eonatnctor. 
but there vas 8 lotf-' f weight ill that bow section. Of ca.. se ~. '.' .......... ' ..• 
the two turret.. I Id not leave this iaqulry. dr. vlthout ""'." .. '; . 
thi8 point up. 1 cl 't!mow how to do it. but 1 aak that it be "'HiI4. 
that 1 have made thi. - that 1 have this worry. 
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Senior memb.er: Adl!J,ral, yo,," used one phrase and I do not understand 
and that is "tur=t turUe." 

Admiral Crabb: By turn tur~le, I mean that the ship was floating like 
that and turned on its side and on i~s back so the keel is up, and by 
doing that occasionally air is trapped inside the hull and the hull floats 
for a period of time. 

Senior member: Admiral, w~re you a witness to the actual sinking of 
the bow section? 

Admiral Crabb: No, I was not, sir. The bow section sank on the 
port side of MELBOURNE and so I would think it would have been in the shadow 
as it is called. MY view, even if I had had a chance, my view would have 
been blocked. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions. 

Senior member: Admiral, coazld yo'", elaborate a little bit on the nature 
of your concern. You hsve said you were worried because the bow section 
went down so quickly. Is your concern one of feelir..g that there may have 
been a defect in the stability of the ship? 

Admiral Crabb: No. Quite hor~stly, my basic concern is, one of the 
ships under my c=Sll'"d - in O!':e of the ships uMer my CO!llD8nd, over 70 
men were killed. I am conce~ed as to how those men were killed. 

Senior member: Admiral, on vario~s occasions in your testimony you 
have referred to ships unde~ yo~~ tactical command. Now, would you agree 
that at the time certai~ of these ships reported to yoa, namely those 
from countries other than your ~, that they reported for what is known 
as e~ercise control? 

Admiral Crabb: That was rcy ur:derstanding, sir. Yes. 

Senior member: And do you regard ttis as in a~y way different from 
tactical command? 

Admiral Crabb~ No, not for the period they were under my exercise 
control. 

Senior member: Thar.k you. 

Admiral Crabb~ Let me elaborate on just one small point. When I, 
at midnight on the 30th, whe~ I assumed comma~ of Task Force 472, there 
was no difference in my mind regarding the responsibility or my power over 
any ship, no matter what nation it belonged to during that exer~ise. 

Senior member: 
questions which may 

Thar.k you. The board tUlS ",0 further questions, 'or 
require ~,laesified i'O;formation. 

The board recessed at 1500, 11 Ju~ 1969. 
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c nECtAssmfD o 
The board opened at 150:;::, 11 JU"2e 19c9. 

All perso!';s COl"'Lectec with the bc,sltd woo were present when the board 
adjourned are aga!" p=eser;t. 

Counsel for the board: The he8riT~ 1s now open in open sesion. 

Senior member~ The board has ~e~ discussing and receiving testimony 
from Admiral Crabb material involving some maneuvers described in classified 
documents. Incident to this the board has developed some additional questions 
for Admiral Crabb involvlr~ unclassified material and counsel will proceed 
with those at this time. 

EXAMlNATICN BY COUNSEL F<B THE BOARD 

Questions by cou~sel for the board. 

Q. Admiral, 'on Monday, you, sir, referred to your 'Night Order Book 
and stated that at a period late in the evening about midnight, you 
handed over tactical command to the flag ship. And I believe that you 
testified that the flag operations officer read to the flag captain, 
a quotation from YO:;)1I: Night CXder Book for 2 June as follows: "CTU 472.1.0 
has been handed control of this task group." Were you present and did 
you hear this conversation? 

A. No, I didn't. 

Q. Under your Sta~di!"'~ Night Orders, sir, ya.1 list three ways to 
exercise tactical c~nd. Namely. flag ccrnrnand, flagship command and 
ship command. Under the Night Orders for 2 June, as I read them, sir, which 
of these categories was intended to be conveyed to the Commanding Officer 
MELBOURNE by the language used, A~d I will give yo~ yoar Night Order Book 
at this time. It is Exhibit 3. 

A. As I say here in paragraph 8A, Flag Command, FOCAF eTC CTG and/or 
CTU exercising full tactical comma~d. A~d ny operstior. order CTU 472.1.0, 
the Captain of the MELB~~~ ar.d his task u~it. This is the area in which 
I meant to apply. Whe~e I say eTC. 

Q. As a result of pa8s!~~ over tactical comma~d, which call sign 
would you have expeeted the CcmmancH.lr.g Officer, MELBOURNE to use? 

A. The call sign which applied to CTU 412.1.0 and tssk unit 472.1.0. 

Q. The board urAerstands that you used a typewritten form for the 
actual handing over of comma::d to COIIIliandir.g Officer, MELBOURNE. Is the 
form actually used on 2 J~ne available to the board? 

A. I think the form to which you are referring only lays down slightly 
more officially what I ha.e just said here. It 1s not a form which I make 
out every night at:d I thi:-.k Yoll> have the wrong impl!:'ession in that wsy. But 
in that form - just lay it down in three columns what I have listed here. 

Q. Could you provide the board a copy of the ~orm ao that they ,could 
understand it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is thatavaila1:,le here or could it be forwarded to the board? 
A. I'll make one available. And to clear just one point. This is to 

put on the record that flag command, and it's in in writing here. I'll 
just read it out. You asked me about call signs. I am not a communicator, 
but I lay it down here. "The duty Staff officer is to be closed up on the 
flag bridge or in the operations room when HEUlOIlJINB or S'!DlIIY is flq ald.p_ 
And CIII the bridge when .ny other ship is flag ahip. TACPIlI, that is the ., 
tactical circuit which :I,s used when controlling ships, TACPIlI is to be 
controlled by the 8taff 'radio operator using FOCAF' 8 call sign. That i8 the 
answer to your question,: sir, which is on the record. ' 
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Q. I would l~ke t:. 1';~"'::e"" Ad:rI.i.ral, you ~"a·.·e just said that under these 
conditions wherE.l~: yo·;; !~_ter:eed a£ I un:ier~ta~J. it, that flag conmand was 
to; be used purs:;;;li~.t to thE ] a~..g"lige in your Night Orders of 2 June. 

A. Yes. 

Q. A::d that the ~.aH s1g::, aFPLicable to cr.: 472.1. 0 would have been 
used. 

A. No. I don't say this, sir. 1 did say, as you recall, I am not a 
communicator. But I don't <:or,sider it is my point to worry - to be 
concerned with the a~tual voice call sign used in transmitting an order. 
What I have laid dew:: here ie pass1:lg co:::trol to CTl! 472.1.0. My technical, 
my specialist cO""'lC'c:r,icatO:'rs, cfH,:e!'s a,..,d saUors the!: use the call sign 
which are app=opriate. 

Q. Adtr.iral, at aq U;!.IE. fr. relat:!cr; to the haT.de·ver of tactical conmand 
of the task group to the CO"'''T::l~=cg Offi cer, MEU·C1l.'RNE, on the night of 2 
June/3 June, was a sig"al made to the ships of the task group or the task 
unit conveying the fact thst tactical ccomand had been sO transf-:rred? 

A. I made no E1:,;h sigDal. I had 1:;) reaso~ to. . 

Counsel for the bo"!'.:i: Art! H'ere a~y queseions frOOl a:r.oy member of the 
board? 

Q. What is th" d:.",'c;:::':r.,'':!c:, of the fC!:m te. wl:i.ch yo'-l referred. the 
typewrittet: forre? 

A. I could:!t tea ;P" the f'",U d!.str~buUot:. I see what you sre 
inferrir..g. I wlY .. ld a"k t~,at yC"~ ask Captain MELBO'JlL'\E 01' my staff. 

Q. The last q'"esti,,:-; may Lot have bee:: clear, sir. To whom is the 
form, about which we have be.e~ ta:'ki:og, dietri'b>.llted other than the 
Coamandir..g Officer of MEUOL'P.NE1 

A. Every ccmna~oir..g officer of ~ fle~t a~d my staff. I think that 
would be in my re~crds. 

Q. In case of a:: Allied Fleet such as this, would it also be distri­
buted to the me~ere i!l comps~;y with you in yo,,'!: glroup? 

A. No, I don't thirJc it was. 1 don't tti~k that that is relevant. 

Coun.,,1 ,,-.,. t~£ board. Ar:.y quest:!.c~S' by metrhers of the board? Counsel 
has none. 

EXAMlNATICN BY TIlE Ba.\RD 

Qu·estior;,s by the Senior MelLber. 

Q. Admiral, is it normal practice fer the cotllll!Bnding officer of the 
flagship to read the ~ral's Night ~ders for a given night? 

A. There were ceEitain people to sign the Night Orders here. That 1a .-
my Fleet ~erations ~flcer. the Duty Staff Officer for the first watch which 
is from 8 o'clock at ~ght until midnight and the middle watch from m14u1ght 
until 4 0' clock in tbl/ morming and the _rning watch. Those officer. alp 
the orders each night.' The Captain does not sign these. That is the all"'MI' .' 
to your question. 

Q. Yes, air, I understand that the Captain doss not sign the .. , but 
is it llorWa~ pra~~ice for the Captain to read the orders' 

."" 
40 



I·· 
I 

i 
I 

.'-. , 

c o 
A. The normal practice is for the Captain to ring up ~ Fleet Operations 

Officer and ask him what are the Admiral's desires for the night. 

Questions by a member (Rear Admiral Stevenson). 

Q. In your answers to the questions about command, you said you turned 
over the command to the commander of the task unit, who under the exercise 
would have his own call sign. But you were also asked by counsel, and I'm 
sure that you didn't mean to omit the answer, did you consider this in the 
terms of your orders as Flag, Flagship, or Ship command? Or do you think 
it doesn't come under your orders at all? 

A. The point is, I have written CTU 472.1.0 which corresponds with 
an organization in these particulAr exercises. And I might have caused a 
bit of confusion here, but having written that, that immediately indicates 
that everybody concerned, that I am taking an extract from these orders 
which were agreed orders for this particular exercise and therefore that 
brings into the command structure, the CTU 472.1.0 and my organiation of 
flag ship command obviously which is not relevant in these exercises. 

Admiral Stevenson~ Thank you. 

Counsel for the board! May I ask one more question, sir? 

Senior Member: Yes. 

EXAMINATIm BY COONSEL Fat THE BOMUl 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. Is there a document or signal by which command was actually turned 
over that evening? This Night Order Book indicates that it has been turned 
over. Is the document by which it is done or the signal available? Is 
there such? 

A. As I said, no, I did not send a signal. The passing of command 
from me personally to the Captain of the MELB~ was done through my 
Fleet Operations Officer who spoke to the Captain of the MELBOURNE. I 
think you ought to ask those two. 

EXAMINATIm BY THE BOt\RD 

Questions by the senior member. 
Q. Admiral, I think it might help clarify this matter if you could 

answer this question. HOw can we identify the exact moment at which the 
responsibility as described of Commanding Officer MELB~ as CTU 472.1.0, 
commenced and yours left off as the officer in tactical command of the 
ships in company with MELBOURNE on the night of 2-3 June? 

A. You can't, because mine never left off. If you look at the 
organization you will see that I am CTF 472. The Captain of the MELB~ 
is only one of the unit coomanders under my command. I deligated to him 
temporary control. I didn't pass him coomand. The command is mine. 

Q. Perhaps I can clarify my question in this way. There is a passage 
in your Night Orders for 2-3 June which says, "CTU 472.1.0 has been handed 
control of this task group." 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can we establish at what moment that became effective? 
A. Yes, you can. 

Q. Would you aS8~8t us. sir? 
A. At the end of the Surface Attack Group Exercise which to my 

recollection was 2230. 
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Q. Admiral, is 2230 the time at which the Fleet Operations Officer read 

that passage to the Commanding Officer MELBOURNE in response to Commanding 

Officer MELBOURNE's inquiry? 
A. I am afraid you will have to ask the Fleet Operations Officer that 

question, sir. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of the witness at 

this time. 

C~unse1 for the board: Admiral, at this time you are privi1edged to 

make any further statement, any further unclassified statement, concerning 

anything related to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should 

be a matter of record in connection therewith which hss not been fully 

brought out by the previous questioning? 

Admiral Crabb~ I think that you should look at the log books of the 

TACPRI eircuit to clear the point you have been making. It is there. The 

actual time is there. I think I would ask you to please check it. 

EXAMINAnON BY THE BCWU> 

Questions by the board. 

Q. You have stated that the actual times that we are interested in are 

in the TACPRl log book. Does this mesn that yC?u are saying th8ti;.~ere was 

a signal to the ships in company relative to the handing over of tactics1 

command? 
A. No, but there's a - no. The answer to this is no. 

Q. What is it then in the TACPRI log books to which you are referring? 

A. The:,end of the Surface Attack Group Exercise. 

Q. Admiral, was there a signal prior to the end of the SAGEX or at the 

end of the SAGEX saying that at the end of the SAGEX the handover of conmand 

would take place? 
A. No. 

Senior Member. The board has no further questions. 

The witness was warned, excused and withdrew from the board room. 

The board recessed at 1522, 11 June 1969. 

The Board opened at 1540, 11 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board 

recessed are again present. 

Counsel for the Board~ At this time counsel have been made custodians . 

of two documents, the MELBOORNE Tsctica1 Primary Log for the 2nd of June and 

the same document for CTF 472/CTG 472.1. We would tender them into evidence 

at this time subject to later proof by appropriate witnesses. I ask that 

they be marked IKhibits 11 and 12 respectively. 

Senior Member~ Yes, these may be received. 

Counsel for the boaril~ At this time counsel for the board calls 

Commander McLemore. 

COIIIIIander McLemore was called as a witness for the boarc!. waa duly 

sworn and examined as follows: 

Counsel for the bo/lrd~ COIIIIIander McLemore, you have been called ••• 

witness for this inves~igation which is inquiring into the c1rc ... ataDcaa 
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surroundi,..g the ccllisb:. of II".AS MEISOL'Ri~ and USS FRANK E. EVANS 
because it is u,..,.:lersto:,:1 't!:st Y''''l 1:03y have evidence that will assist the board 
in its investigatio,... Yeu a1"" advised that the evidence is being received 
in open sessio:;. of the ~ .. :o;~1, ae! that disclosure of classified information 
is not a .. thorized dur1=:g open sessio". Should the answer to any question 
that you are asked requi~e3 you to disclose classified information, you are 
requested not to ar.sWer the quest~cr- but to advise the board that the 
answer would require yo::. tc disclose olassified information. In such cases 
you will later be given the op?o~tunity to testify as to such classified 
information in closed session. Ebwever, if you can answer the question 
either in part or in ge~eral terms with~ut disclosing specific classified 
details, you should de so, adVising the board of your desire to amplify later 
in closed session. Do you ur:derstand what I have said? 

Witness' Yes sir. 

Counsel for the b,;,ard. Yo·" are also advised that under United States 
law, no witness may be c~p~11ed to answer any question the answer to which 
may tend to incrireir,ate hin" at,d yeo\! may refuse to answer any such question. 
Do you understand? 

Witness~ Yes sir. 

EXAY-l:NATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOt\RD· 

Questions by counsel for the board. 

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization? 
A. Albert S. McLemore. C=r:der, U. S. Navy, COImISnding Officer, USS 

FRANK E. EVANS, hull number 754. 

Q. And were your duties t~e same on 3 June 1969? 
A. Yes, they w~re. 

Q. So that the b~ad =y kc.orw your i:ackground, we ask at this time you 
outline the duties yo", h&ve tis': sircze cammissioning in the U.S. Navy? 

A. I was ccmrJ.ssi·~r:.e:l c:r.; the 17th of September 1949 upon graduation 
from the California Mariti~ Academy. At that time I graduated as a 
mercha~t mari~e er.gineer, with a third e~i~eer's license, and 8 reserve 
commission. My first d,-,~y was in USS TITANIA (AKA 13) as Assistant 
Engineer IIntil late 1950 ",>h",:1. I was transferred to USS SUISCIi (AVP 53) 
as Assistant Engineer. I was the:1. transferred to Electronics School, Treasure 
Island. I then joined USS AR"!OLD J. ISBELL (DD 869) as Electroni.cs Officer 
and served on this ship fo~ 36 mcmths lDO".ing up to the position of Chief 
Engineer and qualifying as a Fleet 000. I was then, and if you will excuse 
me for dates because I am d,,;,ing this f:rom memory and unfortunately I haven't 
been able to find my records as of this time. We are now in the early 
1953 or 1954 time frame. I was then transferred to Las Vegas, Nevads. 
for about six months in co!,.,..ecl:!.on with the TEAPOT nuclear tests series 
and from there to Monterey fer General Line School.; Upon completion of 
duty under instruction at Ge~eral Ll~ Schcol I was ordered to Treasure 
Island as Officer in Charge of the Rsdarman School. ' In 1956 I was ordered 
to USS AUlDRA (AF 55) as Exe.cutive Officer and from there to the staff of 
Coumander Cruiser Destroyer Sqaadron 25 at Pearl Harbor as Chief, Staff 
Officer and Operations Officer. 

Q. Could you give the ap~roximate times of those two occurences? 
A. It was 1960 that I went to Pearl Harbor. 

, " 
Q. What were your duties at that Staff? ... ". 

A. Chief Staff Officer and Operations Officer. I was ordered to Staff. 
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, as Assistant Surface Operations 
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Officer for majcr warsh:p=, sc·b:!:arines a:-,d spe::ial operations. In 1966 I 
was ordered to USS BON H~ RICHARD (eVA 31) as Chief Engineer. I served 
in her until Fetruary 1968 when 1 was ordered to the Staff Commander Cruiser­
Destroyer Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, for indoctrination preparatory to taking 
command of USS FRANK E. EVANS. I assumed Command of USS FRANK E. EVANS in 
April 1968. 

the 

Q. At that time, wh~re was FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. FRANK E. EVA~S was in SASEBO When I joined her. She got underway 
night after I joir_ed her to return to CONUS after a WESTPAC deployment. 

Q. Excuse me would you define CONUS please? 
A. I'm sorry, continental United States. 

Q. Please complete the remainder of your answer? 
A. She Wss in. Seseho whet: I jcined her, preparatory to returning to 

the Continental United States frem a normal WESTPAC deployment. I got 
underway with her and relieved three days later at sea and returned her to 
the United States. 

Q. Could you briefly tell the Board what has been the employment of 
USS FRANK E. EVANS? Since you relieved, that is? 

A. We returned to the United States-·arriving back approxiuurtely 1 May 
and the normal routine for a ship is to go into a period of post-deployment 
upkeep, which would normally last about 30 days. After that the ship was 
scheduled for a normal routine overhaul and refit, which was conducted at 
Long Beach Naval Shipyard. The refit completed, in late July or early 
August the FRANK E. EVANS went to San Diego, after a short work-up period, 
for refresher training. 

Q. As a res~lt of the yard overhaul, can you state the material condition 
of the FRANK E. EVA~:S at that time? 

A. The conditi"" of t"e major systems, electronics, machinery, the 
basic h"ll was excellent. There was a trea:e!1:dous amount of work that had 
to be done and was done i" getting so;:;e of the ancillary systems up to the 
standard that was req;;tred. 

Q. After completio~, of the yard overhaul, you may continue? 
A. After the yard overhaul and refresher training -

Q. Could you briefly describe what is mea~t by refresher trsini~~? 
A. Refresher traicing is a period normally six weeks, sometimes seven 

weeks for destroyers, i~ our case it was seven weeks; where the ship is 
considered to be an untrained ship ha,~ng just completed overhaul and she 
is taken through all the basic exercises, all the basic steps required to 
demonstrate her readiness for war. This is consummated with a battle problem, 
which is usually at the end of refresher trai:ting. There are many exercises -
anti-aircraft, anti-surface, a~ti-sub~rine a~d all of these are put into 
one as the final battle problem. 

Q. Did FRANK E. EVANS 8uccessf~11y complete its battle problem? 
A. It did. 

Q. Following refresher trair,ir,-& and battle problem what was the employment 
of EVANS unti it deployed to WESTPAC? 

A. Almost immediately upon completion of training we chopped to the 
operational control -

Q. Could you define "chop" please? 
A. I'm 80rry, we changed our operational control from COIIIIlBnder Crui8er­

Destroyer Force Pacific under whose cOlllllBnd we were during the overhaul period 
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to Commander Anti-Sub~arine Group ONE, who took command of the ship and 
its associated squadrons as we cO~~ucted exercises on the west coast of 
the United States to prepare the ship for deployment to WESTPAC. 

Q. What type of exercises were these? 
A. Primarily anti-submarine exercises. To go any further than that I'm 

afraid I'd have to ask for -

Q. Did they include screening of aircraft carriers? 
A. Affirmative. 

Q. And did you participate as a member of the screen for ASWGROUP ONE? 
A. I did. 

Q. Could you give the Board the approximate length of time or the 
number of such evolutions that may have occurred? 

A. There were five at-sea exercises conduoted with ASWGROUP ONE. 
Each of these lasted approximately 10 to 12 days. In some- cases we did 
not act as a group the entire period but rather some of the ships were, 
at least in the first two exercises or during some part of it, the ships 
operated semi-independently, conducting the exercises required for completion 
prior to deplo~£nt to WESTPAC. On the latter three exercises we operated 
almost exclusively as a group and a great deal of screening was done. 

Q. Did the screening duties also include plane guard duties? 
A. Yes they did. 

Q. Was FRANK E. EVANS involved in such plane guard duties? 
A. Yes, she was. 

Q. Could you give an approximate estimate as to the frequency and 
duration? 

A. I probably plane guarded a good third of the time that a plane 
guard was required or possibly more than that. 

Q. What day did FRANK E. EVANS deploy to WESTPAC? 
A. 29th of March sir. 

Q. That is departure from where? 
A. Long Beach. 

Q. Were there any evolutions or training enroute to WESTPAC? 
A. Yes there were. Let me break that down into two parts. The task 

group deployed on the 29th of March 1969 enroute Pearl Harbor. Upon arrival 
Pearl Harbor we underwent a short in-port period and then got underway for 
approximately ten days for what is called the Hunter-Killer Operational 
Readiness Evaluation. 

Q. What does "hunter-killer" mean? 
A. This is an anti-submarine term. 

Q. What are the types of ships involved? 
A. The CVS KEARSARGE and destroyers, submarines, of course, and the 

associated aircraft that go with the carriers. Upon completion of the 
Operational readiness evaluation at Pearl Harbor. the task group then went 
as a body to WESTPAC. 

Q. Did the transit to WESTPAC involve acreening exerciaea? 
A. The ahips were formed as a screen but - I would like to take thia 

up separately if I might. 

Q. Could you indicate the date you arrived in WESTPAC? Maybe that', 
a bad question, I'll rephrase it. What was your firat port of call in 
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WESTPAC ar.d when did you arrive at it? 
A. My first port of call was Yokosuka, Japan, and we arrived the latter part of April. The exact date I can't recall. 

Q. And following arrival there, could you briefly relate the operations that have been conducted by FRANK E. EVANS since then? 
A. Yes, we had a short period of what is called upkeep, for the opportunity to do any maintenance or repairs that is necessary after a transit voyage, in Yokosuka and then as a group proceed south passing into the Philippine Sea. 

Q. As a group, you mean which group? 
A. ASW GROUP ONE, consisting of KEARSARGE and her six assigned escorts. There were some material problems on some of the ships during this transit and all of us did not proceed together, but I did remain with KEARSARGE. 

Q. Did you have any material problem? 
A. No, I did not. Upon arrival in the Vietnam area, myself and one other ship were detached to report to Commander Task Unit 70.8.9 as naval gunfire support ships and I was on the gunline for approximately two weeks in support of the Republic of Korea Marines and the United States Marine Corps. Upon completion of naval gunfire duties, I rejOined Task Group 70.4 enroute Subic Bay for a short upkeep' period in preparation fbr the exercise SEA SPIRIT. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BClo\RD 

Questions by the senior member. 

Q. Would you clarify this use of the term task group 70.4? A. Task Group 70.4 is the Anti-Submarine Unit of the Seventh Fleet which normally consist of the CVS and whatever escorts she is assigned. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BClo\RD 

Questions by the counsel for the board. 

Q. Would you describe the operations of EVANS during the period immediately preceding 3 June 1969? Beginning with the Operation SEA SPIRIT which you have mentioned. 
A. Yes. We, of course, along with the rest of the task group, had a 4 day period in Manila which was called the in-port work-up, during which we attended briefings, had many communication exercises and generally got to know each other in an in-port environment. We were then underway from Manila. I was in the group which was associated with MELBOURNE during this period, consisting of 8 ships, plus MELBOURNE. And we were broken off into two ship units in which we conducted during the day, and sometimes during the night, many individual exercises designed to test the ships' capability and as a side bonus, I think, it gave us an opportunity to get many training exercises done that are most difficult in the Western Pacific. I was fortunate enough to work with HMNZS BLACKFoot. We did gunnery. anti-submarine warfare, communication, seamanship exercises, normally rejoining MELBOURNE at night upon the completion of exercises. 

Q. Did you have any opportunity to work with the MELBOURNE as a screening unit or plane guard during this period? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. Following that period, following individual ship and two ahips 
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exercises and operations with MELBOURNE what was the schedule for SEA SPIRIT; 
A. Generally, without going into any detail which I prefer not to do 

in open session, SEA SPIRIT was an exercise designed to test the ability of 
the SEATO navies and it generally ran s devious track from Manila and would 
have terminated in Thailand. 

Q. To which group were you assigned to that operation? 
A. I was assigned to the MELBOURNE group. 

Q. Could you give the names of the other ships assigned to that group? 
A. Yes, there was MELBOURNE of course, FRANK E. EVANS, BLACKPOOL, JAMES 

E. KYES, EVERETr F. LARSCN, CLEOPATRA. 

Q. Could you give the nationalities of those ships a180? 
A. CLEOPATRA was British, BLACKPOOL was New Zealand and the others were 

United States, FRANK E. EVANS, JAMES E. KYES, EVERETr F. LARSCN were United 
States and MELBOURNE of course, Australian. 

Q. After you joined this group and left the Manila area what was the 
nature, in general t~rms, of the operations you were performing? 

A. This was a very complex exercise in-its concept, I think designed 
that way, there were many things coming up all the time, but, generally 
speakir.g, it was the protection and escort of the convoy ,under various types 
of opposition. 

Q. Did it involve screening of aircraft carrier MELBOURNE by EVANS? 
A. Yes, it did. 

Q. Were the screening procedures in any ~ay similar to those that had 
been used in ASW GROUP ~~? 

A. They were similar. 

Q. Could you indicate who the screen commander was? 
A. The screen commander in this group was Commander Destroyer Squadron 

23, embarked in USS JAMES E. KYES. 

Q. Did you also have the opportunity in this group to do plane guard 
duties? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Could you indicate generally the naturp of the operations being 
conducted by this group on the night of 2 and 3 June? 

A. Generally speaking, we were in a transit situstion maki~ good a 
certain course and a certain speed over the ground to reach a destination. 

Q. In what sort of general formation was the group in? 
A. It was a fairly standard advance screen type formation. Any further 

details of this I would like to defer. 

Q. Had any exercises been conducted esrly in the evening? 
A. Yes, in fact the dsy had started early with an underway replenishment 

and there had been an exercise conducted in the evening actively concerning 
some of the ships, not actively concerning FRANK E. EVANS, although 1 was 
most interested and was participating as best 1 could in it. 

Q. What was EVANS role in that exercise? 
A. I was screening MILBOURNE. 

Q. At that time were there any prescribed conditions of readina .. in 
force? 

A. 1 would like to defer that question if 1 might. 
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Q. Can you say the~ the condition of readiness of your ship during the 
s~reeni~g that evening? 

A. I was at condition III. 

Q. Can you define that in terms of what stations are generally manned, 
the conditions of closure of water-tight doors and so forth? 

A. Well I can answer part of it, I don't thir:k I can answer all of it. 
Generally it's a modified wartime cruising condition, condition YOKE is set, -

Q. Can, you indicate what condition Y(l{E means? 
A. Condition YOKE means that certain designated fittings in the ship, 

and by fittings I mean doors, hatches, ports, scuttles are closed. Generally 
it mea~s that sufficient are left open so that the ship can operate and 
people can get from space to space, that you can still feel that there is 
still a bit of habitability but the ship can be closed up rapidly. Very 
few doors have to be closed to set the next higher condition which is ZEBRA 
in which the maxirrum degree of watertight integrity is achieved. Additionally, 
it is normal routine of FRANK E. EVANS at sea to darken ship every night 
whether we were required to darken ship or not, and as a result my main deck 
doors which are not 3ecessarily required to be closed for the setting of 
condition YOKE were closed. 

Q. By darken ship, did you also mean the extinguishing of navigation 
lights? 

A. No, not necessarily. ,I prepare to darken ship and do darken ship 
simply means that I don't shaw any light other than those that can be 
controlled by the running lights panel on the bridge. 

Q. We've heard previous testimony going back to the darken ship 
question, could you give us your reason for darkening ship when its not 
required?" 

A. Yes I can, i~s in my judgment that it does not reduce the habita­
bility of ',he ship to any great extent and it keeps people on the step in 
that we learn to keep a darken ship so that it does not become a flail 
when its ordered by higher authority. 

Q. What d"l you mean by "on the step?" 
A. The people expect every night to be required to go through and darken 

ship and inspect it and ensure that there are no lights showing which are 
not controlled by the bridge and these are those on the running light panel. 

Q. We've heard previous testimony that there was an exercise of surface 
attack group and heard your testimony of an exercise on the early evening 
of the second of June. Following that were there any evolutions'for the 
task group planned? 

etc. 

A. Not that I'm aware of sir. 

Q. Did you make any preparations for the night steaming of your ship? 
A. I don't understand the question. 

Q. Did you leave any orders that might be carried out during the evening, 

A. I prepared a Night Order Book, which is a normal routine at sea. 

Q. Do you recall at approximately what time - I'll rephrase the question -
after the completion of the exercise could y~J relate your activities on board 
ship? 

A. Yes, as I recall I went below to my inport cabin and wrote a couple 
of letters and came back to the bridge and I retired about midnight or a 
little later. The Night Order Book was prepared and on the bridge at about 2100.' 

Q. By night order book you mean what, 'could you briefly describe it! 
A. Yes, it is the orders to the Officer of the Deck for the night. 
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Q. Who prepares the book? 
A. The Executive Officer normally prepares it and I review it and add 

any comments I desire. 

Q. Is it normal to prepare it each evening? 
A. Yee it is. Let me clarify that by saying a Night Order Book is 

really 3 separate parts, there are first of all the standing night orders 
which are those orders to the Officer of the Deck which are to be carried 
out as a normal routine which are not restricted to the night but apply 
equally during the day, in other words, standing orders to the Officer of 
the Deck. The second part of the Night Order Book is a review of the 
current status of the formation at the time the book is prepared, and this 
mBy change during the night and frequently does and what any expectations 
are during the night. The third part are the Captain's orders during the 
night. 

Q. Do you have a copy of the night orders that were in effect on 
2 and 3 June? 

A. No sir I do not. 

Q. Why do you not? 
A. They went down with the ship. 

Q. Do you have a document that woula indicate what· was conrained in 
those night orders? 

A. I have a copy of the standing night orders. 

Q. Could you produce that at this time? 
A. Yes I can. 

Q. Could you do so please? 
A. This is a copy, the standing night orders of course were lost with 

the ship, this is a copy of the orders which were in effect, it has been 
written in pen and ink in some areas of changes that the Executive Officer 
and I had discussed and intended to promulgate. These had not yet been 
promulgated. 

Q. Where did you obtain this copy? 

Senior Member: May we clarify. The changes had not yet been promulgated? 

Witness: They had not been promulgated in writing Admiral. 

Senior Member: But the typewritten mBteria1 was in effect? 
A. Was exactly the same material that was contained in the Officer of 

the Deck Night Order Book. 
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCIl THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board. 

Q. Can you indicate where you obtained this? 
A. This was obtained from some of the files that were still dry in the 

ship's office. 

Counsel for the board! I ask that the repor.~. mark this as exhibit 13 
for identification. 

Witness! I would like to clarify one point, if 1 might. I think that 
the standard orders for a Captain at sea, and 1 don't think this peculiar 
to me, require the Captain to be called whenever the course or speed is ~ 
changed, but in the type of screening that we were doing, course and speed 
changes are continuous and frequent. As a result there was a modification 
that had been written in that did not require the Captain to be called for 
courses and speed changes which took place as a matter of patrol.iaa our station .• ,. 
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If I may understand clearly, the copy I have in front of 
part of the document that is printed is the one that was in 

That's correct. 

Q. Are we to understand that all the pen and ink changes indicated 
NOT 

here were.1n effect On EVANS during the night of 2 June? 
A. I would like to study that for a moment if I may before I answer 

that. 

Q. What does the term "new rough please" at the top of the page mean? 
A. That's a direction to the yeoman from the Executive Officer saying 

please type me another one so I can read what I wrote. And whether the 
yeoman had complied with that or not I don't know. It's a possibility that 
he had, and the new rough was in the Executive Office~s cabin. 

Counsel for the board: At this time the Counsel tenders the document 
and ask that it be admitted into evidence. 

There being no objection exhibit 13 was received into evidence. 

At this time I would ask for a short recess. 

Senior Member: The Board will recess for 5 minutes. 

The Board recess at 1630 hours, 11 June 1969. 
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The board opened at 1635 hours, 11 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board 

recessed were again present. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. COIIIIlander McLemore, you indicated that you bad these Night Orders 

in effect. Is there any way of assuring that the people tbat bad to have 

them knew about them? 
A. I think that there are two ways. The standing Night Orders are 

conta1.ned in the Night Order Book which the various officer and Itey petty 

officers who stand watch on the bridge and in the Combat Information Center 

acknowledge that they have read and understand these standing Night Orders. 

Q. Do you have any personal recollection that Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey 

and Lieutenant (jg) Hopson had so indicated? 
A. They had. All officers who were standing watcb on tbe bridge and 

in CIC had done tbis. This was something that was simply required. Now 

additionally, each evening the nightly Nigbt Orders, if you will, were 

also initialed by those key positions sucb as tbe Officer of tbe Deck; 

the Junior Officer of tbe Deck; the CIC Watch Officer; the CIC Leading 

Petty Officer, that tbey understood the Nigbt Orders in effect for tbe 

night. 

Q. Were there any other orders in effect for tbe night of 2 to 3 June, 

particularly applicable to your ship, for the purpose of nigbt steaming? 

A. No, not that I can recall. 

Q. Could you indicate the operations orders under which you were 

operating if you recall them? 
A. Yes. We were operating basically under two operations orders I 

tbink at the time. FOCAF (Flag Officer in COmmand of the Australian Fleet) 

Operation Order for the transit phase of Exercise Sea Spirit. I can't re­

call the exact number of this book, but it is ratber long. 

Q. I sbow you Exhibit I and ask you if that appears to be the document 

(handing the document to tbe witness)? 
A. That is CTF 472's 1-69. That is it. 

Q. And it was in effect for the EVANS on the evening of 2 to 3 June? 

A. That is correct. The second document is called the Maritime 

Operating Procedures which was issued jointly by FOCAF and Commander ASW 

Group ONE and was a procedural book. 

Q. I sbow you Exhibit 2 and I ask you if that is the document? 

A. That is the K>P. I cm not attest tbat all the cbanges &rein it, 

but that is tbe book. 

Q. I notice bere in my notes that I omitted one item, the condition 

of engineering readiness that you were in on the evening of 2 and 3 June. 

A. 1 waB in Engineering ReadineBs Condition 11. 

Q. What does tbat mean, baBically? 
A. That mean8 that I bad boUer power for half power avaUable and 

split plant and boiler power for full poWer available within two hour •• 
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[JECL~SSIFIED 
Q. By split plant you mean what? 
A. This means that, let me go back just a bit. A destroyer, a 2200 

class such as the FRANK E. EVANS has two firerooms and two engine rooms. 
Normally one fireroom with its associated boilers will provide the ,steam 
for one engineroom. The second fireroom with its associated boilers 
provides the steam for the second engineroom and split-plant means that 
these two were entirely separated. In other words, there was no steam 
common to both. It also means that the generator forward was on and a 
generator aft was on separately providing power to the ship. Now this 
is basically about the same degree of readiness that you would have for 
battle. 

Q. 
retire 

A. 

Following the promulgation of your Night Order, did you then 
for the night? 

As I recall I retired sometime after midnight. 

Q. At the time that you retired do you recall the formation course 
and speed and whether or not the formation was zig-zagging? 

A. The base course was 220 and our speed as I recall was 18 knots 
and we were zig-zagging plan thirteen. _ 

Q. Were you aware of any task group commanders orders for the evening 
of events coming up? 

A. I had the air plan from MELBOURNE for the night. 

Q. 
A. 

0330. 

Q. 
should 

A. 

What did that encompass, if you recall? 
A recovery and a launch at around, in the time freme of 0300 to 

Did you leave any specific instructions as to Whether or not you 
be called for that evolution? 

No, I did not. 

Q. What was it that your standing Night Orders had' required? 
A. They required that I be called if our ship was required to change 

station, 

Q. After you retired at about midnight, What was the next event that 
you recall? 

A. I recall being violently awakened, being completely disoriented, 
to this moment having no ~Lear recollection of actually Where I was although 
I had retired in the sea cabin. There was a loud crash, I recall seeing 
what appeared to be an explosion or fire or at least bright light and then 
silence. I had absolutely no concept of Where I was or What had happened. 
I could Bee light, I think in my own mind I put together how I got out of 
the Bhip, but I am not confident that this is accurate. Anyway, ~ aaw 
light. I had to bend some metal aside to make a hole large enough to get 
through. What I could Bee as I broke into the clear, I could Bee the ship 
lying on its side well over on beam end. ~ first reaction was that, we'd 
been bombed. (Text garbled). 

Q. Yes, and I would like to interrupt 'at'that pOint. Had you received 
any calls to your recollection prior t~ that'/ 

A. No, I had not. 

Q. Did you have any indication aa to What evolution the ahip llilbt 
be involved in? 

A. No. 

Q. Going back one atep, do you know who might have been on watch at 
that time? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. The officers? 
A. Ye& I do. 

UfGLASSIFlED 

Q. Who would have that been? 
A. Lieutenant Junior Grade Ramsey was the Officer of the Deck, 

Lieutenant Junior Grade Hopson was the Junior Officer of the Deck, and 

I had two officers in Cle. 

Q. Could you identify them? 
A. Yes, En6ign Armstrong and Ensign Brandon. 

Q. And what were the qualifications of the Officer of the Deck and 

the Junior Officer of the Watch. 
A. The Officer of the Deck, Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey, was qualified as 

an Officer of the Deck. 

Q. Under wha~ conditions? 
A. He was a Fleet Officer of the Deck. 

Q. By that you mean what? . 
A. He was qualified to operate the ship in a fleet task force manue-

vering environment. .• 

Q. And how long had he been so qualified? 
A. As a Fleet OOO? 

Q. Yes. 
A. His formal qualification was about ten days old. 

Q. Say again? 
A. H1s formal qualification was about ten days old. He had been stand­

ing watches as FOO for some time previous to that. 

O. wbat do you mean by formal qualification? 

A. I better clarity that to the extent that the qualification of the 

Officer of the Deck, or any watch keeper for that matter, is the perogative 

of the Commanding Officer. And it is a matter of the Commanding Officer's 

judgement as to whether a particular officer should be qualified to stand 

a particular watch. In FRANK E. EVANS to add formality to this proceedings 

although there is nO preference or requirement for it, we did 'have a quaii­

fication board for Fleet 00, which met from.time to time to examine a par­

ticular candidate. But again, ~e board recOMmend'tions were certainly 

considered by the-Cemmanding Offi~er, and I 8~t as a m~er of .the board, 

but the final determination all to qualification or non quaUficlltlon rested 
. . " ". .. ..... 

solely with me. ' . 

Q. 'YO\! ind!ca.tiW E4I!!t OD., llfe there any degrees of qualification? 

A. Yes there ilrthe - tn'es<e are not defined in Navy Regulations, but 

in the destroyer community we have three grades - the OD inport, who is 

called OOOP, who has to know certain of the emergency procedures, b .. tc 

honors, attending the Side, etiquette, ship's routine, lteJlll! such' ...... tht.,. -­

emergency procedures. fire fighting, the SOPA regulations for the particular 

port in which the ship is and one of those qualified as an OODP he is assigned 

a watch. and there is a fourth category too. l' 11 take thilup. COO il ._ .. 

formally a Fleet OD and has the qualificatit:m to- take the .hip to ... • houl~ 

the need arise. The next category is ODI - Officer of the Deck 1Dd.,.4a1l"-~'lL 

Steaming - he is elsentially on his way up to OODF. 
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Q. And he is qualified to do what? 
A. Basically to operate the ship and to con the ship in a fleet 

environment under the direction of a qualified Fleet OD. In other words 

he has been instructed on the basic bridge layout~the organization of 

the watch, the tactical characteristics of the ship. Experience is the 

basic thing, that is the difference. 

Q. How much experience has Mr. Ramsey had? 

A. Mr. Ramsey has been in the ship for approximately 20 months. 

Q. Had he had any prior naval experience? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Could you state the qualifications of Lieutenant (jg) Hopson? 

A. Lieutenant (jg) Hopson was not qualified yet as Fleet OD. He 

was an COD (Independent Steaming). He was well on the way to becoming 

Fleet OD. He had be~n in the ship for approximately 15 months. However, 

some of this time had been spent at schooL· 

Q. And you indicated that ele had been manned by two officers and 

others. Could you state the qualifications of the two eIe officers? 

A. Yes, Ensign Brandon, he did not survive, was probably one of the 

officers showing the most promise among the junior officers on the ship. 

He was detailed as the ship's First Li~utenant. He had a fine feel for 

the ship. He was qualified as a eIe Watch Officer and as a Gunnery 

Liaison Officer and he was doing well. Mr. Armstrong, the other officer 

in eIC, was again among the strongest Ensigns on board. He was an ex­

enlisted electronics technician who had gotten a commission. He had 

init1ally set his sights On Bubmarining but had quickly decided that that 

was no way to make a living and had came to destroyers. He was most 

anxious to qualify in destroyers and his primary duty was Electronics 

Officer, and, of course, this was his electronics technician background. 

He made a fine Electronics Officer. The decision had been made a few 

days before that when the cruise got a little bit further along to send 

EnSign Brandon, who was the eIe Officer, back early for ASW School, to 

make him the ASW Officer and to move Ensign Armstrong to the First 

Lieutenant's billet,simply to break him out of the electronics field 

before he got stabilized in it and it hurt him. 

Q. What were Mr. Ramsey's primary duties? 

A. He was the Communications Officer. 

Q. And Mr. Hopson? 
A. Main Propulsion Assistant. 

Counsel for the board: May I have a minute to confer with co-counsel? 

The senior member indicated in the affirmative. 

The senior member called counsel to his table and a brief conversation 

was held. 

Q. Would you define the term First Lieutenaut? 
"" A. Yes, I can see why that would come up. The Pirat Lieut_t in ~ ,'. 

the United States Navy Ship, warship, is an usistant to the Weapoa8 OffiCar 

and is charged with the responsibility for the .. intenauce and cleck leI!4~~,~", 

ship. SOlEtimes he~is referred to as the ship's janitor, and tbi8ceit.l~Jf,'~.:': 

is not a true reflection of his duties., ... ,·,~~; 
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Q. I would like to divide this basically into two parts, that 
pertaining to action prior to the collision and that pertaining to rescue 
and salvage operations. At this point then I would like to divert slightly 
and discuss something about tactical characteristics of EVANS and I would 
like to ask you several questions in that respect. First of all, you in­
dicated that the speed of EVANS was 18 knots, the formation speed was about 
18 knots. Could you indicate at that speed the turning diameter of the 
EVANS, if this is unclassified? 

A. This of course is dependent on rudder angle as you can see. Are 
you looking for her turning radius with full rudder? 

Q. 
if you 

A. 

Would 
could? 

May I 

you give her turning radius at various degrees of rudder 
Starting from ten degrees if you can from memory. 

refer to notes ~ this particular thing? 

Q. May we ask what notes you are referring to? 
A. Yes, the various combinations and so forth of speed and rudder 

angle are quite complex and are normally derived as class data for a 
particular class of destroyer. This .. is the class data for a 2250 class 
destroyer. Our class tactical data was destroyed on the ship. This 
particular data belongs to a long hull, which is essentially same data 
except she is sixteen feet longer. In reviewing this against the tactical 
diameters I think they are essentially identical. 

Counsel for the board: I think that the board would probably like to 
have that entered into evidence unless we can obtain something specifically 
applicable to the EVANS. 

Senior Member: We certainly have a desire to obtain proper data to 
ships of the exact class of the EVANS and I believe that this can be done. 
The difference will undoubtedly be small, but nevertheless, I think for 
the record we would prefer to admit into evidence preCise data. 

Counsel for the board: We would then ask you to use these to refresh 
your memory and testify from your own knowledge. 

Q. Could you tell uS at 18 knots the approximate turning circle of 
the EVANS? 

A. Wi th standard rudder •••• 

Q. By standard you mean? 
A. I mean twenty degrees rudder, the approximate final turning Circle 

of the ship is about 850 yards. 

Q. Could you give a turning circle with ten degrees rudderJ 
A. Yes, approximately fifteen hundred yards. 

Q. Do you have any indication as to the rate, perhaps in degrees per 
second, that your turn would be made at ten degrees ridder, twenty degree' 
rudder, and thirty degrees rudder at 18 knots? 

A. Well, this is directly proportionate to the tiDe the rudder is put 
over that _ start timing. For example, when initially putting the rudder 
over nothing happens for a few seconds until the rudder take8 effect and 
then the inertia of the ship baa to be overcoae so the inltlal .vtaa 1. 
qulte slow and a8 the lnertia 18 overcoae and the rate of avtna1luUd. up"", 
then 8he will 8tart turning a c0ll8tant rate. I think all the board .-ben 
are all _11 versed in advance transfer and the fact that a shlp cloesn't 
start turning very qulckly immediately. 

Q. 1ihat rate would lt reach at thb c0ll8tant rate 
I have given T 

A. With full rudder •••• 

of the rudder "leI::.;;~~:" 
:-'H"~~ 

- ':~~~~;~ 
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Q. Maybe I can phrase the question a little better. Can you give 
an estimate how long it would take the ship to turn 180 degrees with 
ten degrees rudder, twenty degrees rudder, and thirty degrees rudder at 
18 knots? 

A. Using no combination, except nothing to turn the ship except the 
rudder? 

Q. Right. 
A. I would guess with ten degrees rudder probably five minutes and I 

must admit that that is strictly a guess. There are data for this but I 
don't have them here. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel will attempt to attain these data. 

Senior Member: Yes, I would suggest that a guess would not serve 
our purposes here, counsel. 

Witness: Now there are better tactical data available for ships of 
this class, but unfortunately mine was in the bridge folder. 

Q. I assume that that means th~t it was lost? 
A. That is correct. It was lost. 

Q. GOing back to Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey's qualifications you indicated 
that he had been formally qualified only for ten days. Can you state 
actually how long he had been standing Fleet OOD watches? 

A. Yes, he had been standing them for four months. I think I might 
divert here just a bit. There is no requirement in the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, for example, that these particular qualification for OOD, OODP 
or OODF be the governing factor concerning the watch an officer is assigned 
to. We use them primarily to assist the Bureau of Naval Personnel in 
deciding if this officer, well, in deciding the slot he should fit in this 
ship and any other ship that he is transferred to. In other words, if he 
has this qualification in this ship he is a certain value to another ship 
that he is transferred to whereas if he didn't have it he might not be of 
value. 

Q. 
to the 

A. 

So on the basis of formal qualification you report his qualificacion 
Bureau of Naval Personnel? 
That is correct. 

Counsel for the board: That is all the questions the counsel has as 
to pre-collision matters. 

Senior Member: The board has some questions. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Commander McLemore, could you give a little more on the background 
of the changes which you have testified were in preparation to the present 
draft of your standing Night Orders? 

A. Yes, Admiral, with one exception, these were changes to clarify 
wording and did not make a substantive change in the Ntsht Orders at all. 
The only substantive change_th.~t 1 have previously indicated va" t"o," pent, t ' 
the Officer of the Deck to ~ a sector type acreening .a.i..-.nt. stll}'- ;. 
ing within his sector limits, without calling the C-nding Officer tor' ' 
each and every course and speed change. And this w.a simply to for 
the Officer of the Deck that he had the authority to stay within hit 

Q. And does the patrolling of the sector screen involve speed 
A. Yes. it should involve both course and speed changes. 
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Q. Commander, in relation to qualification for ODDF (Fleet Officer 

of the Deck) are any written examinations, or formal courses of study 

required or any particular length of time or experience required for 

qualification in addition to the final judgment of the commanding officer? 

A. No, sir. Not associated with Fleet ODD perse"but 'there are 

things that any officer coming on board must do, the junior officer train­

ing courses have to be completed by all officers within a period after 

they come on board. But directly associated with Fleet ODD, no, sir. 

Q. When you retired for the night which you testified was sometime 

after midnight on early morrdng of 2 June, did you have any information 

which would lead you to suspect that your ship would be required to move 

from screen station to plane guard station, incident to the flying opera­

tions which you indicated had been planned for 3:00 or 3:30? 

A. No, I really didn't know, Admiral. I had not received the 

assignments for the day on destroyer duties. 

Q. For what day had you not received them? 
A. Well for the day from 0800 on the 2nd to 0800 on the 3rd which 

was the normal 24-hour planning message which was put out. I might add 

since then I have gotten a copy on this subject and I was not the disig­

nated plane guard. 

Q. Would you describe the content of the message and the originator 

thereof? 
A. The message is classified, Admiral. 

Q. Can you describe the content and the originator as unclassified? 

A. Yes, sir. This is a ~ssage which is a formal type message which is 

called an OP;EN ALFA and it is designed to give you a waming of what you 

might expec~ and a handy ~uide as to what you might do about it. It is 

originated by CTG 472.1 which if FOCAP, addressed to Task Group 472.1 and 

information to some other people. 

Q. Then if t understand it correctly it was addressed to a group 

which includes FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Does this message, the OPGEN ALFA, designate the rescue destroyer 

or plane guard for the period in question and for what period? 

A. Yes, Sir, it does. The OPGEN was in effect from the replenishment 

which you will recall was the previous moming until 030800'Hotel. 

Q. Then what ship was assigned in this message for rescue destroyer? 

A. BLACKPOOL. Not having received this message I don't really think 

with respect to rescue destroyer with me I don't think it was that particu­

larly important as we were evidently ordered into rescue destroyer station 

and that is enough. 

Q. ConIIIander, you have testified that prior to retiring on the night 

of 2 June, zig-zag plan thirteen was in effect, if I understood you correctly? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what document may we find zig-zag plan 13? 
A. That is contained in FOCAF OPORDER 1-69. 

Q. Ant that doc:u.nt is c1a .. Uied? 
A. Yes, sir. 

.. 
Q. OI_der, 1 believe that you had stated that you r.tired ill JOaI:' 

sea cabl1.. Cou1!S you d.scrib. the location of the •• a cahill ill relatlOla., 

to the pilot house or the bridge? 
A. Could 1 u •• ttl. board, pl .... ? Do you have a ar .... peeil en: 

something? 
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Q. Yes, you may. 
A. 1 think that this will be the easiest way to do it. (Witness 

drawing the forward half of a destroyer bridge) this is forward and 
this h starboard and 1 am now on the 03 level of the ship, which is 
three decks above the main deck. this is the area which we call the 
open bridge (witness indicating section forward of bridge). 'Ibis is the 
open bridge where the Officer of the Deck stands his watch. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record indicate that OB means open 
bridge. 

Witness: 1 can spell that out if you want. 

Counsel for the board: No, that is all right. 

A. PH is the pilot house (witness indicating the area behind the 
open bridge). The pilot house contains the helm which is a steering 
station, the engine order telegraph, the navigator's table and alao many 
other pieces of equipment, also a radar repeater and has doora on each 
side opening out onto the bridge wings. There are ports all around the 
pilot house. 1 can't recall exactly, but bight rings a bell. These are 
portholes (witness indicating dots-in ft.:ont of pilot hous~. So the 
Officer of the Deck in giving his orders to the steeraman will give them 
through the port. 

COUnsel for the board: May 1 suggest that the witness direct hia 
testtmony to the board. 

Witness: I'm sorry. These doors leading out of the pilot house to 
the open bridge (indicating the doors on each side of pilot houle). And 
this is a bulkhead •••• 

COUnsel for the board: By bulkhead you mean? 
A. A solid wall. (Indicating the wall aft of the pilot house). There 

is a door at approximately this location which leads to the Captain's lea 
cabin directly from the bridge. 

Counsel for the board: Would you indicate that door by an ''%''? 
A. An "X"? 

Counsel for the board: Yes, you have it there. 
A. This also is a door (indicating the starboard door'of the pilot 

house) and this alBo is a door (indicating the port lide door of the 
pilot house). 

COUnsel for the board: Would you indicate the door of the sea cabin 
with an "X" so that they will know which door:l 

A. 'Ibe sea cabin ia a figure something like this (witne .. drawing a 
room on the starboard side just aft of the pilot house). 

Counsel for the board: Would you write ses cabin in it? 
A. 1 think 1 have the door off just a little bit. I should be in­

board a little bit (witnesa moved the door inboard a little on the drawing) 
but nonetheless. In fact I'd lik~ to move it if I might. The door is 
here, two steps down and which 'location there is a water closet. 

Counsel for the board: Indicated by ''We''. 

A. Transom' type bunk. By tr_om type bunk 1 _an a bunk that can 
fold up during the day as a aettee or folded d_ at n1&ht as a bunk. MIl 
a deak (witn.s. drawing .ach of thea. in the picture). At thia poSat 
there s.a a door (indicating the aft part of the aea cabin). 1bis400r 
leads to the Combat Information <:eDter. 
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Counsel for the board: At this point you mean the farthest point 
aft on your diagram. Is that correct? 

A. 11Iis is the door leading into the Combat Information Center. 
11Iere is another door on this Side of the pilot house. I am going 
to, if I may, show the complete layout in this area because I am .ure 
that it will come up. 

Senior Member: 
adequately answered 
as to the remaining 

I would like to suggest that the question hal been 
and by other means the board will familarize it.elf 
layout. 

Counsel for the board: If the board please I valId like that dia­
gram just made admitted into evidence as Exhibit 14. 

The senior member indicated in the affirmative • 

Q. Commander Mclemore, you have stated that at the time you retired 
on the night of 2-3 June you had not received the effective OPGEN IJ2A 
which designated BLACKFOOL the rescue destroyer, but that since then 
you have acquired copies. Can you shed any light on why you did not 
receive that message by the time that you had retired, and, secondly, 
would you have normally expected to receive a copy? 

A. Admiral, of course in the eollisJ,on my cOlDlllUtlications fUes 
which were in radio central were destroyed. Now, there were a few 
messages that were of interest to me in the last few days in juat 
reviewin~ where we stood and I asked my communictions officer or my 
assistant communications officer, I'm sorry, to get copies of the OPGEN 
ALFA fot the preceding several days from the other destroyers of the 
squadron. I can' t testify to this as a fact, but he reported to me that 
none of the American destroyers, neither RYES or LARSON, which he visited, 
had the OPGEN for this period. 11Ie copy that I have •••• 

Q. Your request to him was made at what time? After the collision? 
A. Yes, sir. The copy that I have came off the monitor roll of 

the KEARSARGE. 

Q. Would you have expected to receive this particular OPGEN ALFA 
by late on the night of 2-3 June? 

A. No, I really wasn't concerned about it Admiral, at thiB point 
because I had received a separate message which could have provided 
adequate intentions for the period until early the next morning. This 
was a message which took effect and I insert the date time group 
into the record at this •••• . 

Senior Member: No. 

A. Well, in general terms, this particular document set forth CTG 
472.l's intentions for the period that a certain exercise was going on 
and it was considered that this exercise could have extended well into 
the night. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior -w.er: 

Q. Can you give us the name of the exercise? 
A. Thi. was the SAG. 

Q. Commander McLemore, 1 would like to 'US8ut that the ....... 
which you have ju.t referred .. well .. the OPGBN A:UA which you .tat. 
was .ff.ctive but not received on board the EVANS and which you have 
sinc. obtained be Offered for incluaion in the reccml. 

S9 llECI.ASSJFIED 
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Counsel for the board: Would you produce the two messages to which 
you have referred? 

Witness: Yes, sir. CWitness handing the documents to the counsel) 

Counsel for the board: I ask the reporter to mark the message identi­
fied as OPGEN ALFA as Exhibit 15 for the purpose of identification and 
the second one will be Exhibit 16. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel'for the board: 

Q. Would you at this time indicate the source of Exhibit 15? Where 
did you obtain Exhibit 15? 

A. This message was obtained by my Assistant Communications Officer 
from the USS KEARSARGE Communications Center. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. On approximately what date? 
A. This morning, Admiral. No, I take that back. 

I have noted the name of the officer that gave me the 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Queations by counsel for the board: 

Last night, Admiral. 
copies. 

Q. And the other message, Exhibit 16, was obtained where and when? 
A. This was a message that I had recalled having seen, I don't know 

where that particular copy exactly came from. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. But you had seen that message on board the EVANS prior to the colli­
don? 

A. Yes, sir. I beHeve that came from the LARSON, but I am not one 
hundred percent confident. 

Counsel for the board: Does the board have any more questions after 
this phase? 

(A negative response from the board). 

Counsel for the board: Counsel may have a few after reviewing the 
testimony. We would Buggest that this i8 an appropriate time to terminate 
for tOnight and suggest an adjournment until 0830 tomorrow morniDS. 

Senior Member: concur, except that tomorrow morning at 0830 the deter­
mination as to whether to have a deliberative or open BeBsion at Oe30 
tomorrow morning be reserved until later tonight. 

'!.'he vitne .. was duly warned and requeated to return at 0830 tOllDUOW 
morning. 

COunael for the board: '!.'he board is adjourned. 

'!.'he board adjourned at 1731 hourB, 11 .JIme 1969. 
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