~THIRD DAY-

The board reconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 12 June 1969.
During this session the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript
and made executive decisions as to future proceedings of the board. At the
conclusion thereof the board convened in open session at 1100 hours, 12

June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board
ad journed were again present,

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this is an open
session of the board.

Commander Albert S. McLemore, U. S, Navy, was recalled as a witness by
counsel for the beard, reminded that he was still under oath and testified

as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by the counsel for the board: .. . | .

Q. Commander Mclemore, at yesterday's session you were asked as to
the events of the evening of 2 June for the task group to which you were
assigned. Do you recall what those were? I'm thinking particularly of an
exercise called the SASEY. Do you recall that exercise?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall about when that termirated, if that had terminated
prior to your retiring?

A. It had terminated pricr to my retiring. It was after dark. To the
best of my recollection it was between 2000 an. 2100. To say terminated,
I'm not sure that's the term I want to ure. Bu an actior had taken
place which seemed to me to be the end wf it.

Q. Upon the end of the exercise how were the escorts of your task group
disposed? I will rephrase the question. Intc what type of screen were the
escorts placed upon termination of the SAGEX?

A. When they returned from the SAGEX?

Q. Yes.
A. They were placed in a sector patrol screen.

Q. Without disclosing classified details, what was your statiom, the

EVANS' station?
A. I was on the right wing.

Q. Had you taken that statiom prior to your retiring?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. During the course of the evening, had the MELBOURNE conducted flight

operations at any time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall who was assigned rescue destroyer dutiee during those

flight operations?
A, 1 was,
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Q. Do you recall how many times and approximately what times?

A. One time. I honestly don't recall whether it was before the SAGEX
ships rejoined or whether it was after, but it was in a period of say
2000 to 2200. Maybe 1900 to 2200,

Q. You indicated yesterday that you had received MELBOURNE's Flight
Operations Plan for that night. Is that correct?
A, Yes, sir. :

Q. Do you recall when it called for flight operations?
A. No, sir, not off hand. But I have it if I can look it up.

Q. Yes, you may refresh your recollectionm.
A. Without looking at it, I do . know that it calls for flight opera-
tions in the early morning. (The Commander refers to his notes).

Q. Are you ready?
A. No, sir, I am not. As a matter of fact I'm faced with what we
commenly call a garble in the communications business.

Q. Does it give any information on this subject that uould refresh
your recollection as to any part of the schedule?

A. Yes, sir. There are some times that I can't read here without
recourse to other means. It appears that about 2300 there were flight
operations and they were again scheduled around 0330.

Q. Do you recall if prior to your retiring, any other escort in the
group had performed rescue destroyer duty during that evening?
A. Not that I am aware of,

G. We also heard testimony from you yesterday concerning your Night
Order Book. Do yocu recall that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And we received into evidence Exhibit 13 which is a marked-up copy
of the standing Night Orders. Could you clarify - I'm sorry, let me start
over. You indicated that the only substantive change made by pen and ink
correction which would have been incorporated into the next revision, was
the statemert that officers of the deck did not need to call you for course
and speed changes incident to patrolling station. Is that correct?

A, Yes, sir. .

Q. And you also indicated, I believe, that that instruction had been
promulgated orally to the Officer of the Deck. Is that correct?
A. Yes, that's correct,

Q. Can you give the approximate date that that had been done?
A. We had been doing sector patrol screens for probably three months
prior to this time.

Q. Had you allowed the officer of the deck to change course and speed
incident to patrolling for that entire period?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Was there any other exception to that rule that you recall?
A. Yes, there was one other.

Q. Would you state it please?
A. Could that question be asked in closed session, please?

Q. Does it require a classified answer? '
A. In my own mind - I don’t know maybe 1 can phrase it this way. thn
DESRON 23 operated as an entity with the KEARSARGE and COMASWGRU ONE, we
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utilized & sector patrol screen and the squadron commander had a system
of assigning rezcue destroyers which have the rescue duty to a destroyer
normally stationed astern of the CVS. The requirement then for moving
into rescue destroyer station was simply one of closing slightly, and

then when flight ops wore over, opening slightiy. The flight operations
cycle on the KEARSARGE waz scmetimes short. So the ship might frequently
g0 to rescue destroyer station. As long as we were in this station, which
was practically in the rescue destroyer position, the officer of the deck
could move to 1it.

Q. 1Is that the only exception of which you are aware? Other than
the one we heave already discusse ?
A. Yes, I believe so.

Q. I belicve you said that flight operations scheduled for the night
of 2 and 3 June called for flight operationz at about 0300, or thereabouts?
A. About 0330, air.

Q. Would your Night Order Book have - let me start over. Do you recell
any special instructions that you may have included in your Night Order
Book for the night of 2 end 3 June?

A. Not with respect to flight operations, no sir.

Q. Would you state your reason for not including such instructions?
A. T think that this is adequately covered in the S anding Night
Oxrders.

Q. Based on the flight schedule waz it your expectation that you would
be called to rescue destroyer station at about 03007

4. I had no perticular feelings either way. It could have gone to any
ship.

Q. Had you had such advance notice would you have made special pro-
vieion in the Night Crders?

Senior Member: Counsel, before the witness answers that question, would
you confer with me please?

{Cou. 1 appru=ches the Senior Member and speaxs with him for a eiaute
and then retusns to his seat).

Q. I think I would like to rephrase the question. I think I have asked
you a hypothetical question and that's not appropriate for you. Let me ask
you in poeitive terms. Was it your normal practice to be on the bridge

vhen your ship was acting as the rescue destroyer at night?.
A. Not necessarily. R

Q. The question was somewvhat imprecise, I think it should read, was
it your practice to be on the bridge when your ship was taking station as
rescue destroyer at night?

A. Again, not necessarily, sir.

Q. I have no further questions as to the pre-collision procedures.

Senior Member: The board has some questions.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the Senior Member:
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Q. With respect to the MELBOURNE's flying operation schedule message,
which you hold Commander, can you indicate the number of flight operatiomns
scheduled between sunset and 04007 Let's assume that sunset was about
1900 on the 2nd of June. .

A. No sir, not at this moment, I cannot. The question as to wvhy I
cannot Admiral - this message has some garbles in it. I'm sure it can
be broken, but I can't here.

Senior Member: Counsel will obtain copies of the fiight operations
schedule.

Counsel for the board: I think it's important at this point to ask
him a clarifying question in that respect. May I?

Senior Member: Yes,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Commander McLemore, where did you obtain the copy you are using now?
A. 1 believe this copy was obtained from-the LARSON. .

Q. Do you recall vhether the copy you had in hend cn the night of 2
and 3 June on board EVANS was garbled?

A. No, I can't. TI'd like to go back for a moment. I dom't want to
give the board the impxession that I unequivocally recall having this
message in hend prior to the events. I believe thet 1 saw it, but we
got flight operations schedules from two different ships on a daily basis
and this particular date-time for this particular message I can’'t stare
particularly that I did see this. However, as & matter of ccurse if &
message did have transmission errora in it, every effort was made to
clear them before it was routed to me.

Q. Routed to you?
A. Yes, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the Senior Member:

Q. Commander McLemore, do you recall what the specified coufse had
been for the carrier launch just prior to your retiring for the night?
A. No, Admiral, I dom't. '

Q. Do you recall the approximate time of the carrier launch or recovery
prior to your retiring?

A. I stated in general terms a minute ago, that to the best of ‘my re-
collection it was between 1900 and 2200, This schedule would indiczate that
my recollection is in error. ’

Q. On the occasion for flight operations prior to your retiring for
the night, whatever time it was, did your ship move from its screening
station to the rescue destroyer station? '

A. I'm sorry, sir, I don't believe I understand the question, Adwiral.

Q. Prior to your retiring there were some flight operation at the time

which we have been at this moment, unable to establish.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. On that occasion, whatever the time, whether it was between 1900
and 2100, as you recollect, or whether it was approximately 2300, as may
be indicated by the schedule. Did your ship wove from screen station to
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rescue destroyer station?

A. Yes, sir, it did,

Q. I would iike to examine that particular move. Were you on the
bridge?

A. I believe I was on the bridge for at least part of the pericd. I
am not certain that I was on the bridge at the start and the finish of the
evolution.

Q. Do you recall the means, including the text of any signal which
may have accomplished this, by which you were ordered to proceed from
screen station to rescue destroyer station?

A. 1In this specific instance, to recall specifically the signal, no
sir, I don't. But I can tell you what the normal signal was.

Q. No, I just wondered if you had recollection of this particular
incident.
A. No, sir. My tactical logs are not available.

Q. Was there anything in that section of your Night Orders that you
are referring to as Daily Night Orders in which you review the status of
the force in company, including the formation, the course and speed itself,
etc., indicating that MELBOURNE would be conducting flight operaticmns that
night?

A. No, sir. I think your question requires an answer in tw> parte.
For the status of the formation at the time the Night Order is written,
this of course is reviewed. The stationing assignment, the course and
speed and who the OTC is, and many other items of detail. Now these of
course can change in the course of the night and as a tactical situation
progresser, The flight operation schedule is not a normal part of the
Night Order Book.

Q. Did any portion of your Night Orders for the night of Z-3Jun-
refer to an expected flying operation by MELBOURNE cor arnticipated #t=iior-
irg of EVANS as a rescue destroyer.

£. Not that I can recall, Admiral.

Senior Member: The Board will recess for five minutes.

The board recessed at 1126 hours, 12 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1140 hours, 12 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the
board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board: The board in previous open session has asked
that witnesses or prospective witnesses in this case should withdraw
when the board is meeting. I make the same announcement at this time.
Anyone who believes that he is a witness or a prospective witness in this
investigation should at this time withdraw.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the counsel for the board.

Q. Commander McLemore I have several more questions. Between 1900
on the 2nd of June and the collision, on how many occassions do you recall
the EVANS being moved from one station to another?

A. Only orce. This was of course two moves. One into the plane guard
station and then back to the screen formation position.

Q. Were you on the bridge when the order was given to take plane guard
atation.
A, I don't believe I was,

Q. Do you recall whether you went to the bridge during that evolution?
A. I believe that I stated that I was on the bridge for at least part
of it, but I don't recall if it was for all of it.

Q. Do you recall if you were on the bridge at the time the order to
return to screening station was received?
A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. Were there any occasions when you were not on the bridge when you
were informed that EVANS wae ordered to change station?
A. Oh, most certainly,

Q. During the period 1 am talking about, from 1900 till the time of

the collision?
A. I don't believe that there were any station changes during that

time.

Q. Other than the one you mentioned, is that right?
A. To and from.

Q. To and from?
A. I'm searching back into events that should be clear but based on

subsequent events, I'm not sure about some of them.

Counsel for the board: I have one or two questions on & slightly
different subject. Does the board have any further questions on this
specific subject?

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the Senior Member:

Q. On the one occasion, Commander McLewmore, when you recall that you
were ordered to rescue destroyer station and then returned to the screeming

station, did you return as a result of a signal to the EVANS?
A. Yes, sir.’' This 1s, if I might, the procedures which MELBOURNE uses

for controlling a rescue destroyer, arqvclggtly stated in the escort hand-
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out. I don't have a copy of that here but I'm sure the board has skcsss
to it. A destroyer will not move back to the station without being directed
by the MELBOURNE.

)
Pf‘;

Q. Do you recall about what time these evolutions occurred? That
is, we're speaking now solely within the time frame 1900 to the time
of the collision. On one occasicn during that period, you have recalled
moving from the screen to the rescue destroyer station and back to the
screen. Do you recall the times approximately of any of these events?

A, No I don't. I think I've stated a time frame of 1900 to 2100, to
the best of my recollection and I simply can't do any better.

Q. During the period 1900 to the time of the collision, were time
checks directed by the OTC, one or more time checks?
Al I dOl‘l't hlow- !

Q. Do you recall what voice radio call sigﬁa were being used by the
OTC during this period?
A. I do not, sir,

Q. You have testified that, quote, "our speed 18 knots", unquote,
referring presumably to ship's speed, Is that correct?
A. No, sir, I think I said base speed was 18 knots.

Q. Base speed 18 knots?
A. Yes, that was my intent. We normally patrol at something above
that.

Q. Does the commanding officer specify the speed at which the ship
will proceed when patroling?

A. No, sir. The Officer of the Deck is given a certain amount of
latitude unless it becomes necessary because of changing of course and
speed. I normally don't like to patrol above four knots over base, for
reasons which I think you are well aware of.

Senior Member: Counsel, Commander McLemore has mentioned an escort
handout. 1Is it counsel's intention to enter this into the record?

Counsel for the board: Yes sir, it is. We can enter it at this
- point. We had intended to enter it through it's author, the MELBOURNE's
Commanding Officer, but there's no reason why we can't do it now, sir.

Senior Member: I would like to have it entered at this time and
determine whether Commander McLemore can identify it as identical to
anything he may have had aboard his ship.

Counsal for the board: 1 will ask the reporter to make this Exhibit
17 for identification.

EXAMINATION BY THE COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the counsel for the board:
Q. Commander McLemore, I hand you a document marked for identifica-
tion marked Exhibit 17, and ask you if you recognize it?
A. Yes sir, I believe this is the same handout I had aboard.

Coumsel for the board: Counsel will offer this as Exhibit 17 sub-
ject to further proof as to suthenticity by later witnesses' testimony,

Senior Member: You may so proceed.
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EXAMINATICN BY'THE BOARD &U'Ilr/f.g

Questiona by the Senior Member:

. Q. Commander Mclemore, had a stationing speed been established
for use in the formation of which EVANS was a part and effective during
this time frame from 1900 to the time of the collision?
A. A stationing speed and a normsl speed and an operational speed had
been promulgated. However, these were not useable speeds because the base
speed was sbove that, which was considered normal for the promulgated speed.

Q. Are you saying that the base speed in effect, which has been estab-
lished as 18 knots, was higher than the prescribed stationing speed?
A. I'm saying it was higher than the prescribed normal speed.

Q. Normal speed?
A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall any reports from your officer of the deck during the
night from 1960 until the time of the collision with regard to turns, zig-
zags or speeds or changes of these?

A, 1 was on the bridge intermittently dutfing this period until the
time that I retired, and, yes, there were telephone reports and personal
reports from the officer of the deck and of course my own observation
during the time I was on the bridge. From the time I retired until the
time of the collision - i3 in the time frame we are still talking about?

Q. Yes,
A. 1 do not recall receiving any reports, sir.

Q. Are any of these reporis sufficiently establizhed in your mind that
you could say precisely what ther were?
A. No, sir.

Q. Commencing with the transit phase of the exercise in which you were
participating which we have been told started on the 30th of May, was it
practice at night for the rescue destroyer to move from screening statiom
to rescue destroyer static. direct?

A. No, sir,

Q. What was the practice? .
A. Normal practice was for MELBOURNE to order the rescue destroyer into

station or into Formaticn ONE.

Q. And then?
A. And then after they settled on the flight course, move her into
rescue destroyer statf p, whichever one she elected.

£ . aior Member: The board has no further questions on thie particular
topi. .

Counsel fer the board: Counsel'has at least one, sir.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questioni. by counsel for the board:
Q. 1Is the board to understand from ycur last answer that the procedure

for rescue destroyer stationing and moving to and from station, had been
consistent from 30 May when the exercise began until the time of the collision?
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A. The procedure for doing it - You mean as far as the signals given
to the rescue destroyer?

Q. Yes, I will restate the question to make it more precise. Had
there been any changes in the manner of stationing rescue destroyers
during night time hours at any time between 3C May and the time of the
collision?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Would you state what those changes were and when they occurred?

A. 1In one of the previous answers that I had given I had said that
it was standard practice when working with ASW Group ONE and DESRON 23 and
KEARSARGE at night to normally station an escort in a position aft of the
carrier where she could easily move into rescue destroyer station. This
was established in the initial screen after the transit phase commenced
and then was disestablished.

Q. Was “he destrcyer in the after part of the formation actually a
part oi cne screen or did he take som. other station during the time that
procedure was in effect?

A, No, I think we are touching now on areas that concern screening
doctrine and probably should not be....

L Counsel for the board: I understand. T take by that, that yov mean
that it would be classified?
[ A. Tt might weil be, yes, sir.

Q. One additional question. You were asked if you had received any
reports between the time you retired and the collisfon. I would broaden
that term slightly and ask if you received any calls, notifications or

_ 3 reports or any other communications from the officer of the deck during
sl that perisd, to your knowledge?
- A. From the time I retired until the time of the collision the general
circumstances of which we described yesterday, of which I described yes-
terday, I recal! no interruption.

Counsel for the board: That's all the questions we have, sir.
Senior Member: Do you have another subject that....

Counsel for the board: That was the subject.

Seniocr Member: We will recess until 1330,

The becard recessed at 1200 hours, 12 June 1969.
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The Board recoavened in open session st 1330 heurs, 1z June 1363,

Perscrz connected with the board who were presernt whea the toard
recessed were agaln presert.

Counsel for the beocard. Be seated Commander Mclemore., I agatn swate
that anmy person who thisks he may be a witness ir this imvestigatlien cr
has been notified that he is a witness in this case should not e precant
and should at this time withdraw from the room.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCOR THE BOARD
Questioms by counsel for the board:

Q. Commander Mclemore, prlor to the recess we discussed events leadirg
up to the collision. You had very briefly indicated your first notice of
an uausual evenrnt, in that you thought the ship had received a Lszt or soma
such phrase. Would you again repeat the answer you gave to the question
as to the first rotice you had of arything unusual ani begin from that pcoirnt
as to your actions and what you observed?

A. We are now going back to testimony of yesterday corming, are we noi?

Q. Yes, yesterday afternoon.
A. You want me to start with my first recollection?

. .

Q. Yes, please.

L. The first recollection was a flash of light and a viclert ~owament
and a complete disorientation. I don't thirk at that poirt that I reaily
tad any thoughts, except, "What happered?"” 1I'm fairly suwre but not
completly sure at thie point, that I was still iz my sea csbin, it was
dark, completely dark, of course, even though there was menelight outside.
inside the skip thete was no lightlng. I saw an srea of 1igh¥, 1t was a
heie that wasn't lerge enmough to ge: through. T was &vle Eo bend soma
metal aside....

b

Q. Would you repeat that, able ~o Lend scwe retal?l

A, Yes atle to bend scme meial, T believe it waz a sfrip cof jolnsr
metal, which is the lightweight metal that is used Lr wmaxny parts ci the
ship for ncmstructural puerposes.

Q. World you continve?

A. Well, I was able to squeeze through this keie erd as I recall my
arms, shoulders and chest went through, but I had a grea: bit of GLfflovily
getting my hips through the hole, ard I thought that tkis was somevhat odd,

= 34

£

At about this time I was almost clear and water etavted tc pour In. I g
free of this particular area and started to move again thro:ugh wreckage
towards tighe. I could see some people, I don't know how many. On2
for sure moving ahead of me. 1 worked up cnto the exterior of the akir

and T can recall seeing the ship lying over on her bearm erds, v paetia,
the mast lying almost flat to the water.

Q Would you define the term beam ends?

A. Yes. The ship lying on her side, 90 degrees fror her normel
position. 1t was quiet, I could hear a few peopie's volces and about
thie time there was a great deal of action in the water and I was stlill,
except for having seern the mast, and at this time I believe 1 wae or the
port side. This section of the ship started tc move quite viclerntly.

I called for anyone in hearing distance to jump clear as I thought the
ship was goirg, ard I then jumped clear.

Q. Did you regard that order as an order to abandon ship?
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A. I don't think I thought of it that way in particular, I really
thirk the time for an order to abandon ship in the classic sense was past.
I think at that point it was just get off and get clear before the suction
gets... I couldn't see any other part of the ship at this point and I
swan clear and stopped I guess, its hard to say 30, 40, 50 feet away. The
water had oil, more lubricating oil I think, than fuel oil. My eyes were
burning and ther~ were some people in the area, I called to them to join
me and then saw a preumatic fender, which is a rubber device used for
placing between ships when mooring. It Is roughly 3 feet long and 24
inches in diameter and has a great deal of buoyancy and has lines at
either end and these were stowed on the port side of the main deck in a
rack. I went to this pneumatic fender and other people immeidately joined,
I reached out and pulled a couple to it but I had no indication that anyone
that was in this area was serioudly injured. We held onto the lineeee-

Q. May I interrupt for a moment. Can you identify the ones you pulled
to 1t?

A. No, I can't at this point identify anyone who was at the fender
with me.

Q. How was the visibility at that time?

A. Well I think the sky was clear. The water was quite disturbed, I
think, because of the motion of the ship in the immediate area. It was
dark, of course, moonlight but being so low in the water with essentlally
the head out of the water. I really don't know what my radius of visibility
was, It wasn’t too awful far. I recall at about this point seeing a carrier,
brightly lighted and appeared to be dead in the water. And my first reaction
was that it was KEARSARGE and my thought was that the war was started.
Wwhy is she sitting there like that, I don't know why I thought this. In
any case I was still concerned about anyone else. I was looking around to
see if there were anyone else I could see. I don't have any idea what
thke time span was here between the collision and the time I'm now telking
atout., About this point there were at least two helicopters with bright
spot lights in the alr moving around and some of the people saw a boat and
they started to call for the boat. I ordered the people with me on the
farder to be quiet because obviously we had some security and the boat
seemed to be moving around purposefully at some distance away, and I thought
that our chances, particularly with the helicopters moving around with
their lights, were probably excellent. I would guess that we were probably
in the water for 15 minutes until a motor whaler from MELBOURNE came directly
to us and picked up the people at the fender along with me.

Q. Following your pick up by the motor whaleboat where were you taken?

A. I was taken to the, one quarter of MELBOURNE, I don't recall. I
believe it was her port quarter and the people on the boat emberked on the
MELBOURNE by a wire ladder and I embarked on MELBOURNE by the same method.

Q. How did you let your presence on the MELBOURNE be known?

A. There were officers in the area where the boat was. The first thing
that happened was, as I recall, a blanket was thrown over me. I then identified
myself to an officer that was present as the Commanding Officer of the EVANS
and asked to be taken to the bridge. As I recall, and these events are not
perfectly clear, they said you're hurt, you should go to sick bay. I don't
believe it was called sick bay or possibly it was, but I recognized the term
in any case and I said please I would like to go to the bridge and 1 was
taken to the bridge. I saw Captain Stevenson momentarily. He then suggested
that , well, I, as I recall, he was on the bridge, 1 came on the bridge and
one of the officers walked over to him 2nd said the Captain of EVANS is here.

He walked over to me. We were very close snd I think essentially we said,

if not exactly along the lines of, I'm sorry, but I can't again say : e
unequivocally that those were the exsct words. I was then escorted to '
Captain Stevenson's cabin, given an opportunity to dry off and put some
clothes on. I believe this was the sequence, or possibly first I was taken

to sick bay for examination, I don't recall which of the two events took

place first. I don't know who could clerify this. But very quickly I

believe I was taken:to Captain Stevenson's cabin first and was given am -
opportunity to take some of the oil off, to get some clothes which consisted
of shorts, shirt and a pair of sandals and then ssk to see wy crew. Well,

I had asked to see my crew before that, but they insisted that I should

71




i ALY Ry
! -:r'f'gﬂ,é.!."‘
La.:_,su'_ LR

%,

r
P
Lo

)

do this. I was then taken to sick bay and immediately taken under tow by
¢ar squadron doctor, the COMDESRON 23 medical officer, who by this time was
in MELBEOURNE and whe éid a 1little bit of fast repair work.

Q. Cculd you describe your injuries?
AI

G. What action was taken on your request to be taken to your crew?

£. 1 was tgken to my crew, but my crew was assembled in thegarea of
Fizk bay &nu when the squadrom doctor saw me he.just said, comquzie, 1
wint to fix that head and there was some discussion as to whether or not
they should sew my knee and after flipping coins they decided no that
probably wezn't nezessary. I was then taken down to the area where the
crew wsk, Weil, before I was taken down to see the crew I asked if there
were any injlured and they said yes there were, and I asked to see them and
was taken into the area of sick bay where they were working on the injured
peopie. I recall seeing Rodriguez.

Q. Could you ideatify Rodriguez? . .
&. Rodriguez was the man who I understand was thrown from the Signal
Eridge cf£ PRANK E., EVANS to the flight deck of MELBOURNE and suffered
1 had rc idea what the extent of his injuries were at that time

erzept that they were working on him.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Quastions by Senior Member.

G. Excuse me counsel, I would like to give Commander McLemGre an
opportunity to review what he said about the medical decision with reaspect to
gucuring his knee. There may be some medical people who might not agree as to
how the deciaion was arrived at.

A. Let me revise that, the doctor examined the wound and decided the

suturing would not be necessary.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE B ARD

Guestions by counsel for the board. (continued).

A. I was then escorted down to the mess deck area, I believe it was
the mess deck area of MELBOURNE, where a large part of the crew was assembled.
I had in the meantime, and I don't know exactly where, I think very early after
boarding MELBOURNE, been met by George McMichael, my Executive Officer who
expressed a great deal of surprise at my being there. by the time I got down
to the mess deck area I believe that most of the crew were aware that I was a

survivor.

Q. What actions did you take with respect to your crevw at that time?

A. Just said hello to them, asked how they were. I abked how they were
being treated and 1f there was anything they needed. They assured me CO & man
that they were being taken care of excellently and that the crew of MELBOURNE
wes looking after them very well and that they needed nothing further at the

moment.

Q. Did you have a chance to observe the medical treatment whils you we
in sick bay? _ e T

A. It seemed to me that.... no, not really, some of the burned peop
observed in bunks in MELBOURNE's sickbay, bandaged and obviously, 1 shou
say obviously, but seemingly under medication, Redrigue one. th
was being worked on and there were surgeons, I don't, I o 3
he was not conscious at this point. The people appearad to 1 : besL.
hands at that point. Other people were being rum through for minor ab asions.
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and scratches and so forth, -

Q. You indicated that you observed a motor whaleboat apparently
searching the area and two helicopters. Were you able to observe any units
other than the helicopters and the motor whaleboat?

A, 1, as 1 say, my radius of visibility was very small.

Q. Were you able to observe after you went on board MELBOURNE?

A. Yes, I think that.... I don't know how many whaleboats MELBOURNE
carries but there were several boats in the water, by this time there were
mcre thar two helicopters by far and I'm sure there were more than two at
the time I saw two.

Q. Did you see any other ships from the formation in the vicinity?
A. Oh yes, yes.

Q. How many?
A. LARSON, KYES, BLACKPOOL,

Q. What would you estimate to be the time lapse between the time you
saw that, between the time of the collision and the time you saw the other
units in the area?

A. Well I observed MELBOURNE dead in the water with rescue activity
going on just as soon as I was clear of the ship and able to see. As I
said my first thought was that she was KEARSARGE .and that there was.
obviously an effort going on. I didn't mention one thing in my previous discussion
with this. At some point and I think it was after I cleared the sea
cabin and not yet completely cleared the wreckage of the ship, I was pulled
urder water I don't know how far under water probably not too far and I was
hung on my T-shirt and when I pulled free and came to the surface, I had
already sald, "Get out of here". And when I came up, I swam in a direction
that I thought was clear and evidently was. I looked back over my shoulder
ard could see the bow section of the ship and at that point I didn't know
it was the bow section, capsized and I was looking at the port bow, I'm

quite certain I was looking at the port bow in the air.

Q. Were you advised at any time after you arrived on MELBOURKRE as
to what had occurred? I refer specifically to the fact that the bow had

gunk and the stern was still afloat?

A. No, it was probably....I can recall that while in the boat that we
must have boarded MELBOURNE on her port guarter, seeing the stern of a
destroyer alongside MELBOURNE and there were only two destroyers that had
this particular configuration in our group, USS WALKE and myself, and my
thought was how did WALKE get here so quickly because she wasn't with cur
group and of course it turned out this was my stern section lying alongside
MELBOURNE, but I simply didn't recognize it. I guess I had already accepted
in my own mind that something catastrophic had happened to the gship and that
she had gone down.

Witness: May I ask the counsel a question. Before lunch I had some notes
and you said you would take care of them, you evidently did. I had some
{n there that I had made up as soon as I got to KEARSARGE which were my
best recollection of the events that occurred, I think I would like to review

those.

Counsel for the board: Counsel suggests a five minute recess 80 we may
have a short discussion and return the witnesses notes.

Senior Member: Very well we will have a short recess.
The Board recessed at 1415, 12 June 1969.
The Board reconvened in open session at 1420, 12 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board
recessed were agaln present.
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Counsel for the board: Commander McLemore you sre reminded of the oath
which you previously took. All persons who may have any information vhich
would lead them to believe they are witnesses in this case are asked to
withdraw from the bcard room.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Q. Commander McLemore in order to develop this evidence in a logical
way, the board would like to terminate the opening part of your testimony
at a point at which your personal recollection of your own rescue and imme-
diate actions end and before the actual start of a search and rescue and
salvage or recovery of records operations begins. 8o, I would like at
this time to give you the opportunity to complete your personal recollections
of that phase and then I will ask you a couple of clarifying questions and
then we will terminate that particular part of the interview with you. Do
you have any further recollections within the framework I have indicated
to you?

A. Well I have reviewed the notes that I made and have nothing I
think of consequence to add. I would add that on return to KEARSARGE
which, as I recall, about 10 o'clock in the morning when the survivors
were transferred from MELBOURNE to KEARSARGE, that, at about 10 o'clock
in the morning, the....let me go back just a moment please. The injured
had been transferred previously by helicopter from MELBOURNE to KEARSARGE,
and I went down to sick bay to visit these men. At this time the senior
medical officer from KEARSARGE, whose name I should recall, but can't at
the moment, asked to look at my injuries, particularty with respect to,
well he gave me a quick run through, physical is what it amounted to.
He also asked at that time if I would give him my recollections and he explained
this along the lires that it's the same type of routine he would put a pilot
through immediately after an accident, to get fresh impressions and I gave
him my impressions and I am sure that he took them down on paper, whether
or not they are of i{nterest to the board is your decision.

Q. Could you identify the person you gave those recollections to?
A. Yes, zhe senior medical officer of the KEARSARGE.

Q. Comrarder McLemore, you indicated that you remained afloat by
hanglng orto ar inflatatle fender. Did you see any of EVANS liferafts

in the water?
A. After I was aboard MELBOURNE, I saw liferafts in the water. I
don't think there was any particular marking that would identify them to a

particular ship.

Q. What type of liferafts did EVANS carry?
A. She carried inflatable 24 man liferafts. These are automatically
released from the ship and when they come to the surface they automatically

inflate.

Q. Did you see any of them in the water?
A. Not during the rescue operations. I have ideas on this, it's
conjecture of course, and I don't know 1f you want it as testimony or not.

Q. Not at this time.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. One other question. You indicated that you thought it might have
been the KEARSARGE when you looked up at the carrier. Do you have any

explanation for that thought going through your mind?
A. Only that I've operated so long with KEARSARGE that I think she

18 our home base so to speak and it was obviously a carrier and 1 think .
from the quarter MELROURNE and KEARSARGE look quite similar. = -'3‘“,
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Counsel has no further questions at this time. T

Senior Member: The Board has no questions for Commander McLemore at !
this time.

Commander Mclemore we ask that you remain available as the board intends
to resume questioning in closed session,

¢

Senior Member: The Board at this time will proceed to visit USS BUCK
DD 761. The purpose of this visit is to acquaint the members of the Board
with the physical layout of certain spaces in the ship. This ship was
chosen because she is closely similar to USS FRANK E. EVANS. The Board will
be accompanied on this tour by the Executive Officer of USS FRANK E. EVANS
LCDR McMicahel.

e e,

The Board recessed at 1420 hours, Thursday, 12 June 1969.

1

At 1456 hours, 12 June 1969, the board including counsel and appointed
reporter, visited USS BUCK (DD 751), which had been determined to be of the
same class and modificatfon as USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) for the purpose
of inspecting those parts of the bow section of the ship which sank
following the collision. The board was escorted by LCDR George L. McMichael,
who, after being duly sworn, pointed out particular features to be noted by
the board. Spaces visited were the following: bridge and pilot house,
captain's sea cabin, CIC, sonar room, signal bridge, Ol level in the vicinity
of the expansion joint, life raft stowage stations.forward, radio central,

4 chart roo~. division commander's statercom (Commanding Officer's in port
stateroom), wardroom area, executive officer's stateroom, crew's messing
spaces, CPO Quarters, forward fireroom, forward engine room. The board

] completed its inspection at 1555 hours, 12 June 1969, and entered into
% executive session at 1615, after which it adjourned untfil 0830 homrs, Friday,
i 13 June.

—
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~POURTH DAY-
The board reconvened in executive session st 0830 hours, 13 June 1969.
The board recessed at 1215 hourse, 13 June 1969.
The board reconvenead in executive session at 1330 hours, 13 June 1969,

During these sessions the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and plammed
future proceedings of the board. At the conclusion thereof the board reconvened in open session at
1437 hours, 13 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were again present.
Senior Member: The hearing is now open,

Counsel for the board: The board now being in open seseion, it is pointed out by counsel that
any person who is to be called as a witness or may be called as a witness should leave the board
room and withdraw. The board calls Captain Stevenson.

Captain J, P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness by coumsel for the
board, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Captain Stevenson, you have been called as a witness for the board of invearigation which
is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision’of HMAS MELBOUENE snd DS5 FRANK E.
EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may assist the board in this investfza-
tion. You are advised that the evidence is being received in open sesslon of che board and that
disclosure of classified information is not suthorized during opan session, Should the answer to
any question which you are asked require you to disclose classified informstion, you are requestid
not to answer the question but you must advise the board that the answer would require you to dii-
close clessified information. In such cases you will later be given the opportunity to testify as
to classified information in closed session. = However, if you can answer a quescion either in pact
or in general terms without disclosing specific classified details you should do so advieing the
board of your desire to amplify in later closed session. Under Australian law it is necessary to
warn you that you may refuse to anewer any queation the answer to which may tend to expose you to
any penalty or forfeiture. It will be for for you to raise the objection and for the board to
decide whether you must smswer the questiom or not. Will you please state, sir, your name, rank
and present command.

A, J. P. Stevenson, Captain, Commanding Officer, HMAS MELBOURNE.

Q- And since when have you held your preeent cowmand?
A, October the 8th, 1968.

Q. What training did you have which led up to your being commissioned in the Royal Australian
Navy?
yA. I joined the Royal Australian Navy ie 1935 at the age of 13 and went to the Royal Australian
Naval College where I spent four years as a cadet. At the end of 1938 I went to sea, agsin as a
cadet, in EMAS CANBERRA for a short period of time and early in 1939 went to continue my training
as a cadet and later as a midshipman in the Royal Navy cruiser SHROPSHIRE vhich was aerving in the/
Mediterranean at the time. I stayed there snd was im the SHROPSHIRE when war broke out, served in
her until August 1940, when 1 went on training courses in Pngland. As & result of those training

courses, I received my commiseion.

Q. Could you tell us what dutiea you have performed, in general terms, from the time you were
then commissioned until the time that you sasumed command of HMAS MELBOURNE recently?

A. At the end of 1940 1 went to the Australisn destroyer NESTOR and served in her between 1940
and 1942 in the Atlsntic-Mediterranean. When she was sunk in the Mediteresnema, 1 vas tru!lf.tmd
to the HMAS NAPIER, a similar destroyer, serving in her until 1943 vhen I went to England énd jolned
the SHROPSHIRE, which was then transferred to the Australisn navy and joined her as the HMAS SHROP-
SHIRE. 1In her we came out to Anetralia and joined the combined Americam-Australim task force serv-
fog in tha Solomone-New Guinea area. I stayed in her until early 1944 vhen I went to England for

training for s Radar Specialist Officer. .

Q. Stopping you there, Captain, what was the nature of the duties you had performed in those

various ships up until the time that you went back to England?
A. 1In the WESTOR I was the Wavigating Officer for the first year and then the Gunnery Officer
for the last perfiod. In the NAPIER a Watchkeeping Officer, in the SHROPSHIRE again s Watchkseping

Officer, line officer. . . )
Q. Well, during what pu-lbd of time wera you trained in Eugland, when you
A. That initiel period of training lasted about five mouthe. In war time .

somevhat shortensd, : j - T
Q. I mean the pariod after the yaf to which you hed coms aftsr you unm
A. I hadn't got after the wer yst, we are still ia iz, ot b
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Q. You are still in i{t. I'm sorry. Well, would you continue, five months in 1944, yes.

A, In 1944 1 went to England for this radar training course which lasted six months. At the
end of that time I went out to rejein the SHROPSHIRE which was chen further up in the Pacific war
and served on the Admiral's Staff as Squadron Radar Officer for thie combined Americen-Australian
Squadron. When the war ended, we were in Subic Bay and we woved up to the surrender in Japan. At
I:I'_le end of that time I transferred from SHROPSHIRE, ~ that was the end of the war -~ to be the Radar
Training Officer at our Radar Training School in Sydney. I served there for a year, And in 1947 I
was given the opticn of becowing s tehcndcal officer or remaining as a line officer. I chose to
remain a line officer and went to England in 1947 and I did a year's training to become a specialist,
navigation and aircrafc directiom officer. At the end of that training I went to the Far Eastemn
etation in the Indian Ocean serving in a Royal naval Frigate, HMS LOCAQUOICH as Wavigating Officer.
allnd frcnn.there I went to HMS FLYING FISH as Firat Lieutenant and Navigating Officer. That was in
47 and '4B. At the end of '48 I went back to England, having cdone some experience as Navigating
officer, and I went back to more training, where I attended a six month's course which qualified me
:lt'le:hfor :avigation and handling of major war ehips and a.so for comtrol of CIC of major war ships.
]y e end of that time I served in HMS VENGEANCE, a Royal navy aircraft carrier, for a short period.

in 1950 came out to Australis in HMAS SYDNEY, which was then an Australimn aircraft carrier.
After a brief per}od of time in Australia I was given command of the Frigate BARCOO, a DE type. I
served in her in '50 and '5). And at the end of '5) I transferred to command of HAWKESBURY a similar
type of frigate. 1In 1952, I went as Navigating Officer of the heavy cruiser AUSTRALIA. And in 1953
}9;&1: ag the Navigating Officer of the SYINEY, the aircraft carrier. 1 stayed in her from 1953 to

4, during which time we came up to the Korean show. In 1955 I was promoted to Cowmander and went
as Director of Plans in the Navy Office. I stayed there a year and then went to Menus Island as
executive officer, a shore establishment. 1In 1956 I went as equerry to the Duke of Edinburgh for the
bpening of the Olympic games, spending about five monthe on the Royal yacht. After that I went in
command of the destroyer ANZAC. We spent most of that time which was 1957-1958 up here working with
U.5. and British forces. From ANZAC I went to the United States Naval War College at Newport, Rhode
Teland, for a year. I served from 'SB-59. At the end of that time I went as the Services Attathe in
Bangkok, Thailand, from 1959-60. 1In 1961 I went to command the Navigation School In Sydney, HMaS
WATSON, spending a year there. In 1963 I took command of the destroyer VENDETTA, which also wam the
Commander of the TENTH Destroyer Squadrom, Again we spent most of 1963 up in the Far East working
with U.5, and British forces. In 1964 1 took command of the HMAS SYDNEY, a similar type to the MFL-
BOURNE, which wae actually doing trooping activities at that time, rather than opersting aircraft.
At the end of 1964 and the beginning of 65 I went - was promoted to Commodore end wemt to Commodore
Superintendent of Training and Naval Officer-in-Charge of VICTORIA in the scuthern part of Australia,
where 1 spent 1965 and '65. At the end of 1966 1 went to the United States as the Naval Attache in
Washington, where I remained until I took command of MELBOURKE in October 1968,

Q. 1Is there anything thsat you would care to say about your particular experiences of problems
of destroyers maneuvering in company with carriers as seen firstly from the cerrier’'s standpoint
and secondly from the destroyer's standpoint?

A. You are asking for my experience?

Q. Yes.
A. I've had no difficulties in a destroyer, providing a careful watch is kept om the carrier.

Not st all. Because....

Q. I'm sorry to interrupt you, but those experiences you have described, what length of rime
would you have had in destroyers operating in company with carriers?

A. ANZAC snd VENDETTA both carried out plane guard duties quite frequently with carriers. I
wouldn't care to say just what period of time.

Q. And in which of the ahips you have mentioned do you have experience of carriers operating
together with destroyers?

A. The SYDNEY, VENGEANCE, SYDNEY again frequently, particularly around the Korean time with
U.S. screen that we normally had., Again, when I was in the United States, I spent a week in the
USS HANCOCK and s week in the Canadian carrier BONAVENTURE. So again, I saw quite a bit recently.

Q. Where was HMAS MELBOURNE when you assumed command?
A. She was in Sydney at Garden Islamnd Dockyard.

Q. 4And vhat was being done to her?
A. She had been carrying out what ie
of aircraft, a lot of new machinery and equipment, really modermizing her for th

her life.

known as a half-1life conversion to fit her for a new suit
e next ten yecars of

Q. And how long in all did that refit take?
A. Twelve months.

Q. #nd vhen was it completed?
A. It was completed on December the 23rd, 1968.

Q. what in your opinion was her condition as to naval readiness on cowplation of the reli

A. Hothing wore than she had completed Tefit. From then we went into a series of saa trials
the gradusl workup process, some amendments to the work that vas done as the result p! the sea . -
trials. And we commenced shakedown and workup axercises in February. A

Q. And vhat 4id those shakedown and workup exercises includel . . . e e

A. I think the board would be pretty fsmiliar with the sormsl process of “working w
complement into sn effecient tesm. You start off slovly with {ndividuale, ‘you work
the ship in groupings, snd finslly work the whole ship together as a temm through & sériss
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complicated exercises and battle training problems, until I was happy that the ship could operate
her aircrafr effectively.

Q. And how did the ship and her company respond to those testa?

A. They responded very well indeed. I wouldn't say though that we were completely happy with
some of the operations of the aircraft until we reached Subic Bay. We Hadn't had a great deal of
chance to pperate the helicopters. We had concentrated mostly on the fixed wing.

Q. At this point could you describe the nature and the number of planes with which the ship
was equipped?
A. We carried four A4G Skyhawks, six S2E Trackers, and 8 Wessex anti-submarine helicopters.

Q. Could you describe in brief terms the nature of the ship?
A. The ship 18 a 22,000 ton escort type aircraft carrier, light atrcraft carrier, designed -
well the role it was playing was an anti-submarine type CVS aircraft carrier.

Q. And what are the details of the ships maneuverability?
A. If you wish me to read that, I've got the turning data here, if you wish that as evidence.

Q. Yes, if you belleve it to be true.
A. I think rather than going into great detail with manewwerability, that is the turning data
of a eimilar ship.

?. And does this publication which has no classified rating set out the relevant data for this
ship's turning circles, dismeters and things of that kind?
A. Yes, it does.

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that document into-evidence as. Exhibic 18
Senior Member: Permission is granted to receive that document.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questiona by counsel for the board (CDR Glass)

. Q. Can you tell us in you experience, how long it takes for the ship to take to respond to
movement of the rudder, say of 20 degrees?
A. It varies a great deal, depending on the energy of the quartermaster, the stiffnese of the
wheel, which MELBOURNE's is quite stiff. I would szy to put on 20 degrees of rudder, from the time
of giving the order would take between 8 and 10 geconds.

And thirty degrees?
You are asking to put on from 20 to 30 degrees?

Q.

A.

Q. To get on 30 degrees starting from....

A. Could I refer you to the document to be accurate im that.
Q. Very well, Now you mentioned Subic Bay. When was it that MELBOJRNE sailed from Sydney for

Subic Bay?

A. On the 5th of May.

Q. And wvhen did she arrive?
A. On the 15th.

Q. And what exercises, if any, were carried out en route?
A, We carridd out a constant series of exercises all the way, flying both fixed wing and heli-
copter, but more fixed wing than helicopter en route, and a series of continucus operationgl type

exercises within the ship until we reached Subic Bay.

Q. And from the rime of your arrival umtil the commencement of the Sea Spirit Operatiom, what

was done?
A. We spent the l6th and 17th in Subic Bay. Frowm the L8th to the 22nd we carried out a compre~-

hensive series of exercises using the Subic Bay facilities. And again shaking dowu the ship snd
working her up after that sea passage, until we then on the 22nd went into Manila snd snchored.

Q. Now when you commenced this cperation, were you aware of the prublem involved in a destroyer
taking up ite position as plane guard to a carrier?
A. Very well aware.

. Were there any particular events which brought your attentico to that problem?
A. Events of recent note or do you wish me to go back in time?

Q. Events of racant character of a motorious kind? T e _,

A. Well I was very well swvare of the MELBOURNE-VOYAGER collision which was very wmch fn the
forefront of my mind all the time. 1 was fully eware of the effect it would have on the Mmstralisn
navy and the Australisn government for that matter if a eimilar accident ewer qeumd again.

. Q. Had you taken sny particuler precaution directsd towards preventing wmy.
nature? - ST
A. Yes, 1 think the escort hamdout that 1 produced for the staff was slam
preventing & recurrence. 1 emphasized safety mnd care at all times in that handout
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more lengthy procedure for bringing a destroyer into station astern before going to plane guard duty.

b ?7, When you say, that handout, are you referring to this document which is in evidence as Exhi-
t ?
Al Yes, I am.

Q. And ake there any particuler parts of it that you would say that referred specifically to
that problem?
A. Yes, I would.

Q. Do you care to identify {t?
A. Can I borrow that from you for a second? Would you like me to read them out?

Q. 1If you please.

A. "RESDES operations will be conducted in accordance with the provisioms of ATP I(A) Vol. 1
Chapter 15 unless otherwise directed with the following exceptions. The resfue destroyer will
only proceed to and from the rescue destroyer statiom when ordered". This was applicable I think,
wvhen I didn't want him to move until I was ready for him. "Station. The main consideration in the
control and operation of rescue destroyers is that they should remain abaft the beam of MELBOURNE
vhenever possible in order to provide freedom of movement coumensurate with maximm safety and
efficiency."” There 1s one other section in here which is rather in signalese indicaring that the
destroyer will always follow astern until she is ordersd to go into the rescue destroyer station.

Q. And to what ships has that handout been distributred? M
A. Every ship before she takes over as or is likely.to take plme guard duty with MELBOURNE,
Bete this handout. And the five ships of the screen for Sea Spirit had the handout.

Q. And did they include FRANE E. EVANS? . -
A. Yes, they did. N
5 Q. Now, in addition, had you had any discussion of this problem, inter alia, with the commanding

officers of the ships working with you?

A. Yes. On the night of Sunday the 25th in Manila, I had all the commanding officers of the
screen on board for dinner, with exceptionm of the commanding officer of BLMCKPOOL, whom I previously
talked to on the subject. I then laid down in no uncertain terms my concerm with the previous
accident that the MELBOURNE had had, emphasized the need for great care, and stated that I dide't
want any deubt with signalling., There is always doubt in aignalling, but they could watch the ship
with great care. And so0 long as they watched it there could be mo problem. Watch amd krep clear.

Q. In your view, vhat precaution should be adopted by a destroyer which is directed to assume
plane guard or rescue destroyer positiom?

A. So lonmg as she keeps well clear of the carrier in moving to take up her station. That's the
only precaution I would demand.

Q. Do you recall precisely when it was the first phase of the Sea Spirit Operation began?
A. Yes. On the morning of the 29th.

Q. Of May?
A. Of May.

Q. And what was thar first phase called? \
A. It was a departure from - an opposed departure from Msnila Bay. I'm sorry, I dom't know if

you wish me to go back to the training period of the....

Q. No, no, departure.
A. Yes,

Q. And vhen you left Manila Bay, this was actually to be the beginning of the traneit phase?
A. That's correct.

Q. Perhaps I should ask, what period of time was occupied by the earlier phase?
A. 1t was a four day training period in the Subic Bay area.

Q. What exercises were carried out during that period?

A. Oh, I would draw your attention to the exercise orders. They are quite a couprehensive
series of exercises. In fact a very comprehemsive series which got us all femiliar with each other
end I think our group made a point that vhmnever the individusl groupings of exercises were over,
we got back together again and steamed at night in company as much as possible.

Q. Well, coming hack to the point wvhere the force left Manila Bay at the beginning of the

transit phase, what ships were in company with MELBOURNE when she left? .
A. JAMES E, KYES, FRANK E. EVANS, EVERETT F. LARSON, CLEOPATRA, mdmluﬁl Qﬁmuﬂ
associated with that unit. There wers numercus other ships shich left the harbor ltth- o Aoz

Q. I think that it can be taken that the transit phese sctually begen on the 30th £ Moy
that it continued, did it not, until sbout the 2nd of June when it was interrupted for _rgp]..

A m:o :

Q. WNow, during that period, the first half of it, during tramsit, you wentiocued:de
compsmy with you.  Did they form themsslves in a scresn, without identifying 1};!




Q. And were....
A. Tf I could stop you once, I think the replenishment was on the first.

Q. Oh?
A. T've been ascratching on my mind here, first or second, sir? I'm sorry. It was the second
of June,

Q. Well, there ie no particular importance attaching to dates. But I am directing your mind
to the pericd from departure to replenishment. Screen was provided, you say, and flying operatioms
were carried out?

A. Yes,

Q. And did they involve the use of a plane guard destroyer?
A, At night, yes.

Q. And during that period did that role fall upon EVANS?
A. VYes, 1t did.

Q. Can you recollect how often in that period that EVANS was plane guard?
A. She had onme night of duty, but during that time ahe was tucked in astern the vhole time.
We didn't send her out to the screen and back.

Q. Well, was there, perhaps you will just amswer to this in the affirmative, some incident on
the morning, somewhere between the 30th and the 31st of May? 15 that right?
A. Yes,

Q. And did that i{nvolve a destroyer of the screen?
A. Yes, it did.

Q. And at the time of the incident, what maneuver was being performed?
A. The destroyer was moving from the screen to plane guard.

Q. 4And did you see this operatiom yourself?
A. Yes, I certeinly did.

Q. And was it in your opinion safely conducted?
A. No, it was not.

Q. And vhat was the closest distance that the destroyer came to the carrier?
A. I think probably 150 to 200 feet. Something in that nature.

Q. Well, now, after that incident, was any change made with respect to the screen or the plane
guard before replenishment?
A. Before replenishment?

Q. Yes. After the occurrence of that incident and before the replenishment took place, was
there any change in the system with respect to plane guard destroyers?
A. 1 believe the change took place after replenishment exercise.

Q. Well, during the night of the 31st to the lst and the lst to the ?nd, how was the plane

guard stationed?
A. The EVANS - it was only one night and the EVANS was stationed astern snd etayed there.

Q. Stayed there all night?
A. That's right.

Q. Now, during the replemishment period were you preaent at any discussion which took place

on the aubject of stationing the plane guard?

A. Omly briefly. The - I knew that COMDESRON 23 was coming across to see the admiral, but we
were replenishing at the time from a tanker. The admiral brought Captain Doak up to see me while
I was on the bridge handling this replenishment and we had & few words, just was he happy vith the
way we were handling things and he said, yes, he thought things were going fine. And then he went

on his way.

Q. Did you hear any diecussion between him and Admiral Crabb with respect to the placement of

the rescue destroyer?
A. No.

Q. When was it that you got underway after replenishmentc?
A. 1'd be guessing a little bit here, it would be available in.the logs. 1 would think about

1700; 1600 or 1700.

Q. ©On the 2nd of hme?
A. On the 2nd.

Q. And vhen you got wmderway, did you notica sny changes in the scraem of destroyers compared
with those vhich had besn in operation before replemishment? . b -iB o

A. 1 had alresdy discussed vith the adwiral what he wes going to do, vhat chanje
ing into force to.... i
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Q. Well, what were the changes you observed?
A. The destroyers on the inner Screen vere moved out to a4 minimum distance of 3000 yards....

Senior Member: Excuse me. Is this a ¢classified area, counsel?

o Counsel for the board: Yes, it is. I was about to stop when ty attention was distracted., I
ink I mis-stated the position in talking about getring underway after replenishment., 1t was com-
ducted while the ship was underway, was it not? Is that not so?
A. Yes, it wvas,

2. Well, now the screen disposition was changed?
. Yes.

Q. T:e nature of the change ve can deal with in closed
destroyer drawvn from? 7 ciosed senplon.  Mnd here was the vescue

A. From the wing of the screen.

Q. And vhere was EVANS stationed in the screen?
A. On the wing, starboard wing.

2. I;,lad you promulgated the carrier's flying program for the period which was in progress?
- Yes.

Q. Do you have a copy of the signals by means of which that was being done without identifying
date time group?

A.. Yes, I have, and one minor amendment to it.

Q. May I have the signal and the amendment, please?

(The witness did as directed).

A. You might want them to check on times.

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers this signal and the one amendment in evidemce as Exhibit 19,

Witness: The amendment was just to bring in Wessex choppers which we wanted to bring in lster on.

Senior Member: (Nodded in the affirmative indicating the document was accepted im evidence as
Exhibit 19).

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Comt'd}
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasse):

Q. Captain Stevenson, do you wish this document before you?! Do you?
A. I would like that, yes. If you are chasing times of flying operations.

Q. What period of time is covered by that flying program?
A. 5ix o'clock on the morning of the 2nd to eight o'clock on the wmorting of the 3rd.

Q. During that evening was there = the evening of the day of the Ind of June, was there an

exercise held?
A. Yes, there was a particular type. We were axercising the whole time. There was a particular

type, a night encounter type,

Q. Yes. What was the deaignation of that exercise?
A, Surface attack group was going to move in on the convoy.

Q. And approximately when did it begin and end?
A. They detached during the day. Well, it began at dusk and lasted until about 2230.

Q. Now I ask you about the period before that exercise began, and after replenishment was com-
pleted. Were flying operations performed during that period?
A. Yes, they wvere.

Q. Are you able to recall vhich destroyer was given the role of rescue destroyer during that

A. Yes, EVANS was rescue destroyer.

Q. During the period of the Surface Attack Group Exercise, was flying contioued?
A, Yes, it was.

Q. Was & plane guard still used?
A. Yas, it was.

Q. WVas any sig-sagging performed?
A. Yen, most of the time.

- Q. Vas there any discontinusnce of the zig-zagging that svening ln' l_!!_lﬂ s
A. Yes, as we detached from the convoy we discontinued until.- will we dtlh _
we had broken well clear of the convoy. And vhen the surfacs threat was parsmovnt o
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Bet avay from the surface threat, I stopped the rig-zag while I moved clear to eastward. I didn't
resume it until I wae back in contact with the screen again who had gone out to meet that surface

threat.

Q.
Admira
A.

Q.
A.

9.
A.

Q.
A.
by call

Q.
for th
A,

Did you at some atage on the night of the Znd of June, sssume or take over command from
Crabb?
Yes, I did.

Approximately when did that take place?
Between 2230 and 2300,

And of what command was transfer made?
The command of task unit 472,1.0.

And in what manner was the transfer made?
It was made on s personal level from the admiral to myself, then to the unit as was indicated
sign. 1T used wy call sign as CTU and the admiral's call sfgn was no longer used as CIG.

From the conclusion of the Surface Attack Group Exercise, what was the objective of the force

rest of the night?
I had intelligence that ome submarine was near by, lying in wait for the convoy and 1 was

going to mount an allout effort to locate and destroy that submarine.

Q.
A.

And what vessels did you have in company with you?
I had the aame five eacorts in company with me that 1 related before.

Senior Member: We will recess for five minutes.

The board recessed at 1519 hours, 13 June 1969. -- .
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The board opened at 1528 hours, 13 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.
Captain Stevenson was reminded that he was still under oath and resumed his seat as a witness.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Queations by counsel for the board {CDR GLASS ):

Q. Before the recess you mentioned the objectives that the force was pursuing during the night
of the 2nd and 3rd, after the discontinusance of surface attack group exercise. Was it your practice
to keep a Night Order Book?

A. Yes, it wag.

Q. And would you produce that book?
A. Yes.

Q. Would you be good enough to read your entry for the night in question?
A, Tt is headed exercise Sea Spirlt. Course 220, GSpeed 18, Zig-zag 13 Sierra. With a Zero
time of ..,...

Q. Leaving out date time groups or any classified informatiom.

A. Five ships screen on, augmented by helos, Force operating offensively against submarine
30 to 40 miles ahead of convoy. Ships darkened, no navigation lights. Keep a very cereful watch
on the screen and give me good warning of approsching merchant shipping, 12 miles or more. Call
me as usual, twenty minutes before flying and at 0500.

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel offers that document into evidence as Exhihit 20.

Senior Member: Very well.

Q. I have asked you earlier about the stationing of the rescue destroyer for flying operaticns,
was that done for helicoptera, fixed-wing ailrcraft or both?
A. Only fixed-wing.

Q. You mentioned earlier that the zig-zag was discontinued for sometime during the surface
attack group exercise. Can you tell us by whose authority that decision was made?
A. When it was discontinued?

Q. Yes.
A, Admiral Crabb.

Q. Was the zig-zag resumed sometime on the night of the 2nd and 3rd?
A Yes, it was.

Q. Can you tell us approximately when that was?
A. It would have been shortly after 2300. The time would be shown in the signal log.

Q. And before that was ordered what direction was given to the force in regard to its coursel
A. 1t was ordered on a base course of 220.

Q. When a zig-zag was ordered from what source was it selected?
A. 1t was sgelected from the exercise ordera, orders for the tramsit.

Q. What was the designation of the particuler zig-zag ..... It had a particular designation

did it not?
A. Yes, it did.

Q. In connection with zig-zaging what steps were taken to check the synchronization of clocks?
A. The clocks would have been synchronized shortly after the zig-zag was started. Again that
should show in the log,

Q. What was your practice in regard to syanchronizing the clocks of ships in the forcet!
A. If the ships stayed of the same type, if we didn't change ships sround at all I would do
it about four times a day, {f we continued rig=zaging.

Q. And what was your practice with regard to synchronizing the individual clocks in MELEOURRE?
A. They were synchronized once a day in the morning.

Q. Did you give any considerstion to abandoning the zig-rag during the flying operations that
night?
A, Yes, I did.

Q. And vhat was your decision? _ : I RO
A. T decided not to because of the sutmarine. I was quite sure that the mhnt!.m.v_l_l;!lthl,n

20 miles of me at the time.

* . o
Q. Yes. Were there any other reasons which influenced your decision mot to abandon the sig-
A. It was a clesr night, you could ses quite s long way, good visibility. This leg of &
was quite a long one which I asssssed would give them time to gat back into station or pret

to it. And. I was quite confident with the state of the ships, they worked up quits well
I feit that we could handle this probdlem. R
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Q. During the period which commenced at the end of replenishment and midnight, how many times
was a destroyer directed to assume plane guard station?
A. I believe that it was four times, but you can check that from the log.

Q. What destroyer was so directed?
A. The EVANS on each occasion.

Q. Was any other destroyer given plane guard duties between replenishment snd midnight?
" A, No.

Q. At midnight between the Znd and 3rd of June vhat was the state of the weather?
A. At that time practically no wind, very good visibility, good moom, clear sky, about 3/8's clouds.

Q. What length of visibility was there for fully da-kened ship?
A, Using glasses you could see them at 12 miles, see a destroyer a8 13 miles.

Q. Did any change in that westher ocecur up to the time of the collision?
A. No, it did not. .

Q. During the middle watch during the aight in question, what wae the state of the ship ﬂi{“:j
regards darkness, the carrier?
A, We were fully darkened and no navigation lighta.

Q. What was the state of readiness?
A. The flight deck was operating in two watches, the operations crev in three watches, like

the rest of the ship practically in three watches.

Q. What officers were on duty on the bridge? . .
A. On the bridge was the First Officer of the Wstch and =n Assistant. That's on the bridge.

Q. Well, stopping there can you tell us who they were?
A. The Officer of the Watch was Lieutermant Lamb and assisted by Sub-Lieutenant Vexobieff.

Q. And to your knowledge what degree of watch keeping experience had Lieutenant Lamb hsd?
A. Lieutenant Lamb was a very experienced watch keeping officer. I believe that he had his
ticket about four years. In fact I believe I gave it to him when he was serving in VENDETTA, with me.

Q. And the Sub-lieutenant, Vorobieff?
A. He was a youngster and he hadn't got his ticket yet.

Q. Who else was on the bridge during the middle watch that night?
A. There would be & leading signalman by the name of Stevens, and a signalman by the name of

Jacobs.

Q. What lookouts were there?
A. Two lookouts and a lookout supervisor up on the gun direction platform above the bridge.

Q. Were they all there, the two lookouta and the supervisor?
A, There might have been four lookouts and the supervisor but a minfmm of two.

Q. Was there an Operations Room Officer on duty during that watch?
A. Yes there was. Lieutenant Commander Mooney was Operations Room Officer and he had a chief

petty officer as an assistant.

Q. Were there other officers on watch at or sbout the bridge that night?
A. There was a Staff Duty Officer, Admiral's Duty Staff Officer in the Operations Room or on
the Admiral's bridge or one of the two, and there would be people in Damage Control and tha Engineroom.

Q. You have before you, sir, the signal giving detaile of the proposed flying operatioms. Are
you able to tell us whether those operations were carried out in accordance with the program up until

the time of the collision?
A. Very close. The 2359 S2E, the one that was due on at 2359, matter of fact we drought him
on at the 2300 time. We combined two operations into one because the surface action group had been

checked out by them.

Q. Apart from that was the program carried out as plenned?
A. Not entirely, there wss an additional launch of 4 Ai's for strike during the night which

would have been at about 2130. That was the strike on the surface group.

Q. Would a destroyer have bsen stationed im plame guard position in connaction with that?

A. Yes it would.

Q. What destroyer vas that?
A. EVANS.

Q. 1Is thet included in the four that you menticoned or in additiont
A. That 1s included because ons goes out and one comes in on the program.

Q. Well, shortly before the collision do you recall s signal baing wmedat
A. I think you would have to amplify thet, .
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Q- Yes, Well what was the last time that plane guard position wag required before the collision?
A. Are you looking for the 8ignal which brought him back into station? When I was called and
came on the bridge for this flying operation, having seen the gituation, since I was ready, I sent
the signal "Formation One" to EVANS.

Q. "Formation Ome" translated into ordinary langusge means?
A. That EVANS was to form 1,000 yarde astern of the MELBOURNE.

Q. Is that the signal which is ordinarily given as part of the operation of stationing a plane
guard destroyer?
A. Yes. One that T used and have used. This 18 the practice we have been in.

Q. What is the next astege in the operation gfter the destroyer has taken up his position astern?

A. Once he hag taken up his position astern we turn to the flying course which has previously
been signgted to the force. We turn together, but the plane guard destroyer is ordered to follow
around in the wake of MELBOURME. There is a signal group for that, Once Wk are cloge to into wind
then send him telling him to take up his rescue destroyer statiom and he moves out to five on the
port quarter.

Q. Well, now on this night, what was the approximste time when you were called to the bridge?
A. I think that it was between five and ten past three,ﬁgﬁéﬁ-i went out myself on this
occasion as I was awake,

Q. And when was {t that "Formation One" was signaled to EVANS?
A. It was signaled to EVANS soon as we were steady on the leg of the zig-xzag.

Q+ And approximately when was that?

A. I think that it was either eight or nine minutes past three. Again, this should be in the log.
Q. And was it given in & form to be obeyed {ngtantly or was a praparatory wignal?

A. Preparatory signal.

Q. When wag the signal to execute given?
A. Fairly soon after that, a matter of half a minute after that,

Q. So that would make it about whan?
A. 1 would say nine minutes, ten =minitas, past three.

Q. In vhat manner is your order transmitted?
A, 1 tell the leading signslman what I want, he translates it into signalese and puts it out
through his "TO" on the actisl aicraphane,

Q. S0 there is the signalmsn whe makes the translation and the "TO" standing for?
A. Tactical operator.

Q. And he makes a voice transmission?
A. That's right,

Q. And when that signal £o s¢z:ire was given in that way, what was the course of MELBOURNE?
A. 260.

' T
% Q. She had been on that course since when?

A. She had turned to that course at seven minutes past three. I should thirk that we had jout
on to it, it was a forty degree alteration as far ss I recall. We would have bean on it at elight
minutes past.

4
pkﬁ1 Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Any further questions about that we will keep for a
i classified sesaion.

B Q. On that course of 260, what was MELBOURNE's speed?
‘ A. 1B knota.

Q. At the same time that the signal to execute was given, where was FRANK E. EVANS, relative
to MELBOURNE?
A. Between about 15 and 25 degrees on my port bow and between three and three and a half
thousand yards. These are all estimatec, I didn't actually go tc the compass or check the radar to see.

Q. And what is your estimate of her course at thet time?
A. She was parallel to MELBOURNE, about 260,

Q. After that signal had been given, did you observe FRARK E, EVANS?

A. Yes, I watched him closely through glasses. Ba didn't move for what I thquqht.qﬂll!.!_!.ltqu
of time. I wouldn't want to say how long. It ssems like a long time when you are waiting for him -
to go. Probably a half a minute to & minute, . : oo L

Q. Did you do anything on thet account? . L
A. 1 had already switchad my navigation 1ights up to full brilliance and signaled h":",?;

Q. Was that signsl passed in tha seme way that you have described? .
A. Through the lesading signalman, yes. The course uuulq have been coded.

DECUSSFED
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Q. And your course was?
A. 260.

Q. What was your particulsr reason for passing that signal for your course?

A. The incident that you referred to previously was where we had a near miss with another destroyer.
In discussion with her commanding officer, their Officer of the Deck had made an error in the zig-zag
and had their course wrong. I wanted to avoid sany repetition of that gort of thing and to be quite
certain that there was to be no migtake I sent him my course.

Q. Now you mentioned your lights being put up, whan was that done?
A. That was done before we turned.

Q. And what lights were turned on?
A. The two masthead steaming lights, the red and green side lights and a overtaking light.
These white lights are five miles or more visibility.

Q. Did you give any thought to the effect of switching on those lights in relation to a submarine?

A. Yes, I did. The night of that nature was sc clear that the submarine would have no difficulty
aeeing us. I was Telying on the zig-zeg to effectively keep him out of getting into an attacking
position. The fact that he could gee me was not all that {mportant.

Q. Did you continue to observe the EVANS?
A, Yes, I did.

Q. What did you notice?
A. He started to swing to starboard.

Q. And how far did he swing to starboard? .- ‘ . . Al
A, He swung right around to starboard to a collision course which in our parlance wasfan
inclination of 160 right. In other words, he was coming about 20 degrees scross my course.

Q. And your course then wes?
A. 260.

Q. And his bearing to you then, relative bearing?
A. Which was about Red 20, something like that.

.

i Q. And at that sl: {dﬂhat was the approximate range?
A. About 3,000 55ust 2 little in excess of 3,000.

Q. What was the next step that you took!? .
A. I swore at him in actual fact, I recall, snd then aent him a signal, 'Watch it] You're on

a collision course.”

Q. Was that sent in plain language?
A, Yes, it was.

ConT ;‘-I-

Q. About wvhat time wag that sent?
A. Guessing again I would thlnk about 11 minutes past three.

e

Q. Same manner of passing 1t?
A. Same manner of passing.

{. Was there any change in your courge?
A. None at all,

Q. And at the time that you sent that signal what would you estimaete the range to have been

reduced to?
A. About two and a half thousand. Again, I am guessing I think this is faeirly difficult to

assess ranges. From the time he turned things happensd very quickly.

Q. No doubt you continued to observe him?
A. Yean, I did.

Q. What did you see?
A. 1 saw no change at all, except that he continued to cloee on a collision bearing.

Q. And what was it at this stage?
A. It was getting a little finer as he camea dowm, to a crossing, well a point of impact.

Q. It was getting finer. Did that continue?
A. That continued.

Senior member: Will counsel clarify the meaning of "fipar"?

Counael for the board (CDR Glass): Yes, sir.
. Witness: From Rad 20 to Red 10. It was gatting closer, the baaring was ntttl-ﬂ ¢1°I!l‘

Q. Did it sasm to you that the destroyer 1d pass port to porl:?
A. Thete was very little chence aof it. was a faint chancs, but my. "“7‘“'“3.
86
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:t that stage I didn't think any chance of it. I'm sorry, there is no chance in the world of a port
0. port, no.

Q. What was the state of EVANS' lighta?
A. They were not on.

Q. Did you consider going astern?

A. Yes, I considered it. But to swing the engines to astern on a ship of this nature is very
ineffective, The only chance you have really got is to swing her from one side to the other, is
the only effective wey of avoiding anybody.

Q. What was your judgment as to the best thdng to be done.

A, Well the only thing that seemed poseible was to, it seems to, --- have in mind to continue
across my bow. The only thing that I could see when we were finally in a stage wvhere the collision
could not be avoided to my mind unless I took action, I went to port.

Q. Ho: much port or left rudder did you order?
A. I orderdd 30 degrees of left rudder, which Ls as good as full left rudder.

Q. Did you take any other action inm the ship?
A. 1 sounded two short blasts on the siren and gent him a signal saying my rudder is bard left.

Q. Did the ship respond?
A. Yes, in the normal fashion that {t does. It takes time before it moves.

Q. Was there any alteration in the course of EVANS before MELBOUENE began to move left?

A. At about this stage, this ie the first time I took my glasses off of her while I had this
action going, by the time 1 had looked the signal had come through from her that her rudder was
hard right and by the time I got my glasses on her again she was starting to come right or so
indicated that she at that stage was going to paes down my starboard side if she hed stayed on the
heading that she was on.

Q. At the time EVANS started coming right, was MELBOURNE moving left?
A. She wvas starting to move.

Q. If EVANS had continued on a steady course what would have happenad?
A. 1 think my serials might have clipped her stern, but I think we would have cleared her basiceally.

Q. In what manner did EVANS start turning right?
A. She epun to the right very quickly.

Q. Were you able to Judge at what speed?
A. No I wasn't.

Q. What was the approximate range of EVANS when she started coming right?
A. Do you want me to sort of guess at this?

Q. If you can only guess, sir, we don't, only 1f you have an informed estimate.
A. No informed estimate. It would be only an estimate of my own judgment. I doubt L{f that
1s going to be accurate enough for you in trying to reconatruct.

Q. What was the angle between the two ships heads when the collision occurred? _
A. T think she was sbout 60 degrees angled down toward my stern. In other worda, tha angle

between her bov and my stern waa about 60 degrees.

Q. I1f I give you this pencil, sir, could you illustrate the angle between the two ships at different

points of time by drawing on the chart to your left?
A, T have done this, I think it will help.

Q. Well, firstly, could you show the relative bearing of the two ships at the time cthe aignal
was given to execute the flying order? .
A. BRight,

Senior Member: Would counsel rephrase the question. It is somewhet imprecise in that it refars

to the time in executing tha flying order.

Q. I'm sorry. I mesnt to say that the time the order was given to execute and take up plane
guard position, the time of the signal, formation ONE. 1s that whet you're doing sir?
A. That'as about the time of the *Pormation QGME", the "my courge” snd the navigation Lights.

Q. Yes, Well now, the larger ocutline at the top of the plan represents the carrier, can you
put "M" om that? And ;onld you put "1" underneath it, leaving space for saother dmlunadlgmﬂl .

that? .
A. Yes. _
Q. Now at the time you signaled to EVANS, "My course is 260," had ths relative positions
the ships changed or pot? _ 7 _
A. Comparatively ths pams. . 4 A
Q. At the time when you signalled to him "you sre on a collision course,™ 'l.uyauluv
ships at thit point of time, pleasel? . o
A. Yes. -

DECLASSIFIED
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Q. Would you put --- ch, you have “E" on EVANS, yes.

Senior Member: May I review. What time does mmber 2 represent?

A. The time would have to be from t
ninutes after the slpuar ers il he log, sir. I would think it a minute and a hslf to two

Q. The queation was asked in terms of
the
are on a collision course," whenever that was. relacive Position at the time you signalled "You
A. Beg your pardon.

Q. This represents the relative
position at the time " i
course,”" whenever that was. Is that correct? you signalled, "fou are on & collision
A. That's correct,

Q. Row could you --- Now what do those do
tted lines r 7
A. That's the bearing, thec 1s EVANs. epresent

Q. The lower dotted line re
presents the bearing of EVANS from MELBOURNE, and th
represents her course. KNow could you turn that page up B8O ---- ' © fpper ome

Senior Member: In diagram mumber one, Captain would you clearly show EVANS' head by an arrow?
Counsel for the board: Anything further from the board before we turn it over?

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Q. Captain Stevenson, in both these drawin,
gs the bearing appears to be approximately the
eame. That is 20 to 25 degrees? s 1ppe PP Y
A, Yes.

Q- Despite the fact that in one diagram he hag turned through a considerable course angle.

A. 3ir, I can only give you to wy mind, I can do some juggling in my mind as to how much his
transfer would be from an alteration of course. But it would be quite untrue to say I could assess
any better. To my mind he was about 20-25 before his change snd roughly in thst seame position when
he ended it. I could assess to you that because of his turn he would come around two degrees off
&8 bearing because of that, but it wouldn't be any use....it's only reconstruction after the event.
To my mind he wag up there as I looked through my glasses about 20-25. I don't want to try and
te:on:t:ucl: an actual thing back from the point of impact. You'd get an entirely different story
out of 1it.

Q. At the time of drawing 2 the signal was given "You are on a collision course," hew did
you determine that that was the case?

A. Purely by the fact theat he was angled across my bow on his bearing. By saying that you
are on & collision course, he was on a dangerous course, he was angled over my bow or he was going
to be very close to me 1f he continued on hia course. Purely visual through my glasses. There
was no question of seeing that he was on a steady bearing, his move waa too dangerous to waste
time on checking whether his bearing was steady or not.

Q. Did you have a source of information with respect to his bearing from moment to moment and

if gso, what was 1t? :
A. I didn't take hig bearing at one time. I just watched him through my glassea, I believe

that the Officer of the Watch at sometime took his bearing. No, 1 did not check his bearing.

Q. 4And I take it that to the best of your knowledge no one else did?
A. I think the Officer of the Watch did. It is of no use to me, the report, {f he had taken Iit.

Q. Was anyone providing you with information with respect to his range?
A. No, s=sir.

Q. Was anybody on your bridge measuring his range?
A. Ko, sir. Again it would have been of no use to me. I was just going to keep him away from

me that 1s all.

' EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Qquestlong by counsel for the board (CDR Glase }:

Q. 5ir, vhen the page has been turned over would you make figure 3, an illustration of the
r2lative position of the two ships at the time you started going hard left?

Senior Membar: Will counsel restata the tims of this?

Counsel for the board (CDR Class): At the time vhen you gave the order, "mrh hard left™.

The witness drew & disgrsm on the board.

Q. Now the dotted line running frowm the bow is the EVAMS' course, is it Iot‘l
A. Yes. It i3 very hard again but the angls seems to be a little brosder, it u-d bout

degreas vlnn he crosad my track.
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Q. Could you mark that Figure 3, please?
The witness di{d es directed.

Q. And lastly for Figure & could you draw the angle between the two ships heads when they came
together?

The witness drew a diagram on the board.

A. This again is estimates on course.

Q. And you estimate that the course of MELBOURNE at tha time of collision was?
A. I think we got around about 20 degrees. It's pretty hard to assess this.

Q. Could you mark that Figure 4, please?
The witness did as directed.
A. This angle between the two came to about 60 degrees acrossiwg"

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers those four diagrams in evidence as Exhibits
21 end 22. Plan 1 and 2 is Exhibit 21 and Plan 3 and & is Exhibit 22.

Witness: May I point out that they are not to scale in any way.

Q. What ordera were given at about the time of collision with respect to ships engines?
A. The engines were stopped just before impact and put full astern in a sort of ond two step.

Q. What did you observe was the effect of the collision on EVANS?
A. She was cut in two.

Q. And vhat heppened to the two halves?

A. I didn't see the port half. The atarboard half came down my starboard side and I went
out on the starboard side of the bridge and watched it to assess what I should do with the
engines and I managed to get the way off the ship by the time, just before she reached my sterm.
4 little bit of a kick on the port engine to kick my stern into her. By this time I could see
the nets going over to her from aft and with an occasional touch astern we kept them that way.

Q. Were any other means adopted to keep the after section of EVANS alomgaide?
A. Yes, lines were put across from us,

Q. What pipes were sounded to tell the ship's company what to do?

A, Well, shortly after I went hard over and heard that she had gone hard right I sent hands
to collision stations and assumed Damage Control State 1 Zulu, this {s the highest state we have
got. At around the point of impact we went to emergency statioms which is slightly different.
There is no real station of collision stations except to warn people that something is happening.
We then went to emergency stations and shortly after the impact I piped out all beats let go
liferafts and life-buoys, and punched the bells to let go the 1{fe buoys. :

Q. What was done to get aircraft into the air?

A. We had two helicopters in the air and in fact 1 immediately started bringing up the
other helicopters from lown below and respotting the deck and we had another three helos on deck
shortly and ready to be sirborne within ten minutes. We then kept three airborne for a time
then reducing to two and flew two all around the clock.

Q. During the rescue operations which ensued, where did you station yourself?
A. I atayed on the bridse to take reports.

Q. Sir, thet is another phage of the inquiry which wve may wot pursue at thia time., May I,
reverting back to the ezrlier questions, ask you these questions? What was the base course of
the force during the events leading up to the collision?

A. 220.

’

Q. What was the flight courae to be sgsumed when the time came?

A. It probably would have been the leg of the zig-zag that we happened to be on at The time.
There was no wind. I was weiting for EVAKS to get back into station before T started buslding up
the speed, since she was sstern we would have built up speed depending on the leg of the zig-zag
that we were on at the time we probably would have flown on that leg. But I would not have set
the flying course until 1 could have seen where we would be.

Q. With respect to synchronizing clocks of tha force, who would have made that signal?
A. I would have made that signal shortly after starting the =zig-zag.

Q. In whose name?
A, In my name.

Q. And your name in that conmection?
A. CIU.

Q. At this stage what was the direction l.n which the dntrayu screen was oriented?

A. 220. . .
Q. Had there baen auy chenge in that ortincqtlou during the night? S
A. Oh yss, we had besn chenging it guite frequently.
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Q. No doubt the details of that would fall in the clessified area?

A, Well, they certainly would be in the logs. I wouldn't be able to give you great details
of them at the moment, but we were endeavoring to keep in a certain position shead of the convoy
which required me to steer slightly broader legs across the front of the convoy.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Would that be a convenient time to take a recess, sir?

Senior Member: Yes

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Well then, Counsel have no further questions.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. My recollection is that you said perhaps between 2230 and 2300, tactical command of the
MELBOURNE group with her screen was transferred from the Admiral to yourself.
A. Right, sir.

Q. And you used the term “transferred on a personal basis'?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could you elaborate on that, please? o
A. The Ops room iz just below the bridge on the MELBOURNE. The Admiral was in the Operations o

Room and I was on the bridge. I got a message from the Fleet Operations Officer that the Admiral

vished to transfer tactical command to me. I said, "Fine, ready to take it now"; that would he

glve me any particular instructions that he has me to the Operations Room Officer to pass

up. The Operations Room Officer came up shortly afterwards with a note from the Admigal on the

basis wishing me to remain 30 to 40 miles ahead of the convoy hcting in a bupport role., I

think that there is a record of the note that was conveyed.

Q. Is this a hand written note?
A. A hand written note, yes, sir.

Q. By whom was this written?
A. I believe that it was dictated to my Operations Room Officer or Fleet Operations Officer
and brought up to me by the Operations Room Officer.

Q. Did you regard it as coming from the Admiral?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did it say anything about the transfer of tactical command?
A. 1T would 1ike to check back on that note. Whether it did or not, sir, I was in no doubt
that I had tactical command.

Q. As from what moment did you have tactical command?
A. I couldn't give you the exact timing, sir, but I was quite happy to take it from about 2230.

Q. 1Is there a record as to the moment that you asaumed tactical command?
A. Any change of call signs which you see in the log, well at the moment it would have been
shortly afterwards. When the call sign of CTU was uaed, that would be about the timing.

Q. Did you issue a signal to the ships in company stating that you had assumed tactical command?
A. No sir, I did not.

Q. Turning now to the moments after EVANS had been ordered to station in "Formation One" -
do you know whether or not anyone in the operations room was observing intermittently or continuously
the range and bearing of EVANS with respect to MELBOURNE?

A. RNo, sir, this was not the role of the Operations Room to keep an eye on the screen at all.
The control of the screen remained on tha bridge. The Operations Room had more of a distant
picture, but just might be on the Local Operations Flot for the tracking of one or two of the screening
ships. I doubt if they would keep them all. The MELBOURNE was given the particular task of keeping
track of the screening ships by radar or reporting them. That was the Officer of the Watch's task
and mine when I came out on the bridge.

Q. 1If 1 understand you correctly then, upon the development of a potentislly dangerous or
unusual situation involving the screening ahips you would not expect the Operations Room to otserve
this or call your attention to this?

A. That is correct, sir, I would not.

Q. Does the Officer of the Watch on the bridge have available to him a radar, source of radar
information?

A. Yes, sir. You have the radar picture right beside him and drawn on the face of the radsr
are the boxes, the sectors in which tha ships are operating. Be could tell at s glance when one
is out of the sector. So he would keep a visual watch and check the radar scope to see whether
they are in or out of their stations. This 1s reported to me if anybody is out of their ssctor.

Q. 1Is the Officer of the Watch expected to do this personally?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. 1Is anyone else expected to do thigs?

A. He and his assistant work it together, sir. Doing a task at a time they both keep 8, not
a continuous watch, but a casual watch on it. It is not something where you expect somethin; to
develop rapldly. A screen unit might wander off, and he would bring him back to his eenses. Once
a change of station is taking place then everyone is on the alert and everyone is watching. Tt
is something that you can track down. It is a different story if you are an escort, then you will
be watching the vadar very closely to see Lf your statiom is off.

Q. You have stated that a zig-zag turn in due course was made at time 0307 and that the new
course at that time was 260,

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall what the next zig-zag turn was?
A. 20 degrees to port at minute thirteen, sir.

Sa that at time thirteen the new course would be 2407
Should have been, yes, sir.

E g~

¢. Would have been?
A. Would have been i{f the ship had altered to it.

Senior Member: We will now have a five minute recess.

The board recessed at 1624 hours, 13 June 1969.

DECLASSIFIED
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The board reconvened in open session at 1643 hours, 13 June 1969,
All persons comnected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board now being in open session, it is pointed out by
counsel that any person who ias to be called as a witness or may be called as a witness sheuld leave
the room and withdraw. The board recalls Captain Stevenson.

Captain J. P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for the
board, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q- Captain Stevenson, 8ir, you menticned a hand-written note with respect to transfer of command
would you look at this document produced to you please?
A. Yes,

Q. 1Is that the note to which you referred?
A. That's the note to which I referred.

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that document in evidence as Exhibit 23.

Senior Member: Permission is granted to receive that document into evidence.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) -

-

Q. In your evidence eir, you mentioned that between the pesition indicated in figure two when
the relative bearing was 20 to 25 degrees of EVANS from MELBOURNE and figure three the relative
bearing became finer, do you remember saying that?

A. Yes it’s an impressiom but of course -- yes it's an impressionm.

Q. And the angle between the heading of EVANS and the heading of MELBOURNE had opened up to 40
degrees as you show? avt

A. VYes, again ic's an impression, its the impression at the|{time, it seemed to be, trying to
cast your mind back sir, I can see the picture of it in my mini} 1 can see the picture of it in my
mind now. It's that or even perhapas broader but there is no impreseion in my mind of her coming down
on a collision course that distnnce) Shescrossed my how. Then she seemed broad when she was
acroas {t,

Q. What would her relative bearing from MELBOURNE have been in figure three as showm by you?
A. Well pretty much the ssme, pretty much the same.

Q. And in figure three, it is the starboard side of EVANS which is exposed to MELBOURNE, and
in figure four it is the port side. what was the transition between those two figures?

A. She hed crossed my bow before I had turned or she was acrosa my bow, and if I hadn't
turned 1 would have cut her in two. And as I went over she had skidded around.

Q. ! Well that skidding arcund operation was a turn by EVANS to her -
A. To her starboard.

Q. And was that a gradual or a ....
A. Oh no, it was a very sharp turn. You could see the kick of the water sideways, her sterr
swung, you could see the ship‘;ringﬁng as she was coming in close.
¥

Counsel for the board: Counsel has mo further questions at this stage.

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member.

Q. Gaptain Stevemson, you listed the peraons on the bridge just prior to the time of the

collision.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you say when, can you say where was the navigating/officer at that time?

A. He was on the bridge at the coilisfon. He came ontg/the bridge about two or three minutes
after 1 did. We normally get up together for any or activities. 1 would say he was
on the bridge by the time or probably between the time I told her to come into station astern and

»

the time I said youte on & collision courss, 1 would think he was\on the bridge about the time 1 said

you're on s collision course. He played a very big part in help me in all activitias frow
thereon. There was a great deal of {nterchange cof information betieen us. We work pretty well
together. He worked the siren, and suggested angine mOvements and sd, on and we worked back and

forth.

Q. From the moment of the transmission of the signal “Formation One'until the woment of
collision, do you recall seeing any lights of sny character on EVAKS?
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. A. Yes, I had a slight feeling that she had dim side lights, but it waa not borne out by any
Subsequent conversations I had with people. I had a vague feeling, I discussed it with my
navigator on the bridge immediately after the collisiom, and he didn't feel she had zny side lights.,

Q. Did you direct or request EVANS at any time during this period to turn on side lights?
A. No, sir., 1 could see her clear as daylight.

Q. During this period was the bearing of EVANS from your brid
your wterbocey bor® g y ridge at any time observed to be on

A. Yes, just prior to the collieion. W
oo WP P

Q. Was this before, you ordered left rudder? slewm
A. No, when 1 ordered left rudder, 1 would say her seesn was about crossing my track an%.lp
shead from port to starbonrd. Thie was the occasiom when I went over and sent the signalﬁ‘, By

the time that activity was over and 1 looked up again we had started to swing andjwas on my
starboard bow swinging into me, that was the next thing I saw. S
3

Q. During this peried from the moment you tranamitted the signal "Formation ONE" till the
time of collision, how miny messag=s were transmitted from MELBOURNE to EVANS?
A. From the time of "Formation ONE" till the time “"you're on a collision course?"

Q. No, from the time of the completion of the signal "Formation ONE", the execution of it, 'till
the moment of collision, would you review the signals?
A. Just the two signals, "You're on a collision course,” and "My rudder is hard Ieft,"

Q. Was there not a aignal in which you stated what your course was?
&, That was before, sir. .

Q. That happened before? M

A. Yes sir. Before he, in my memory of 1(:,/without checking back on the logs, "Formatiom ONE'
was executed. 1 beg your pardon, before he oxdased, the "My course 260" was sent, but before he
had moved, there was the "Formation ONE'", the execute, before he moved "My course 260", and the
lights went on.

Q. And then two more after that?
A. Two more after that, the colligion course and my rudder hard left.

Q. At the time that you ordered left rudder, 1 believe that you said it was 30 degrees. Could
you see EVANS complete down to the water line, down to her water line?
A. Yes, sir, 1 believe so0.

Q. So that to the best of your knowledge at shat time she was far enough away to be completely

ocout of your shadow area?
A. Yes, she was out of my shadow, sir.

Q. Can you estimate her distance from MELBOURNE at that time?
A. Again pretty hard sir, I would say, I'm guessing at 5 cables.

Q. Captain, since this is a combined board wmay we also put that in yards?
A. 1'm sorry, sir, a thousand yards.

Q. One thousand yards? .
A. About a thousand yards. Might have been a little more or a little less, again it's pretty

hard to assess, in my mind the only thing I would act on at this stage was to say is that with oo
alteration by either ship the collision would have occurred. I don't think the distance or guessing
of distances is going to help much, my judgment of this case was that if nothing had happened, we

would have collided. 2 “

Q. And at the moment that you put on, that you ordered thirty degteeerudder and you estimate
that her distance wasa 5 cables or a thousand yards.... .
A. That's a rough eatimate, yes.

Q. Wwhat Ens her hearing?

A. Her was about to the line of my track. Again, it's an estimate of her inclinatien,
10, 5, between 10 and 5, sir.

Q. Red or green?
A, Red

Q. And at that moment where were you physically situvated?
A. Stending right in front of the compass with my glasses on, sorry just to port of the compass,

between my chair snd the compass. - '

Q. Can you assiet the board in determining the sxact time of the collision?
A. No, I can't sir. I dida't look at any clocks at this tiwme, things were happening pretty

fast, sir. 1 would hope it would be recorded in the oparations room or the engine room, the axact
time. But it would be roundabout, I mesan I have looked at logs and talked after that, I would
think about 0315, I couldn't go any closer than that.

Q. During the pericd from the time of execution of the signal formation ONE until the time of
collision, did you hear anyone within your presence, or sny voice on the bridge at all, say any-
thing sbout range of EVANS from MELBOURNE?
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.A' 1 think at one moment I asked the Officer of the Watch for a range. This again is... but I
don't think that by the time he got it, it was any use to me and I wasn't paying any attention to
it. Things were moving, and 1 don't recall ever getting an answer. 1'm not even certain 1 asked
it. 1ts just something in the back of my mind that I may have shouted for a range.

Q. Did you during this same period, instruct anyone to take EVANS bearing, to watch the bearing
or it's trend?

A. Eo, 1 had it personally, I was watching it myself, not the bearing, but I was watching the
ship. 1I'm fully aware of when a ship is on a steady bearing and a dangerous one.

Q. Was anyone taking bearings using the bearing circle on the pelorus?
A. Yes, I believe the Officer of the Witch had a look at it a couple of times, Lieutenant Lamb.

Q. Captain, in diagram number two, your estimates of the bearing of EVANS is such that she was
20 to 25 degrees on your port bow. 1In the next diagram the same angle 1s labeled, and again I'm
sure it's an estimate, 40 degrees.

A at's a 40 degree angle acroas I'm trying to imply there {witness illustrates by pointing
to the diagram) this is the 40 degrees, I'm just trying to give the inclination of the ship across
my track, not the bearing of it, but the angle between her track and my track, her inclination across
M 1 don't know if that's clear or not. 1'll write inclination on there.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. That 10 degree angle that you've shown in figure three, what bearing does & Tepresent?
A. That's the line of sight, the bearing between our track and her bearing relative to my
track, Does that help or confuse the issuve, sir?

. That relatrive bearing of EVANS,JG'HELBDURNE is indicated by a dotted line and the angle is
10 degrees. 1Is that right?
A. That's right.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Captain, would it be possible for you to clarify in any more detail the motrion of EVANS rel-
ative to MELBOURNE during the period ot time between diagram 3 and diagram 47
A. {Answer was illegible to court reporter) :

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): For the record Captain, eculd yecu just repeat the answer you
just gave in answer to the Senior Member?

A. I can't quite remember what I said except that it would be a very rough estimate as to vhat
1 could recall, 1 took my eyes off the ship during this period,

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Captain, may 1 make one observation before you proceed? In MELBOURNE your station is over

on the starboerd side....
A. Port side, sir. Do you mean the island? Yes, eir, the ialand is on the starboard side, yes

sir.

Q. Ant that is where you were situated?
A. Yes sir.

Q. 1In a close in situation this might make some difference in any estimates one could make of
bearings with respect to ships ahead. You could take that into account in the diagrams you are

about to draw. .
A. I don't believe it makes a very big difference, sir, in anything under a few cables., (Wit-
ness draws diasgram) 1 believe it is something like that,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glaes):

Q. Captain, in that diagram does the dotted line represent the projected course of the carrier
if she had not altered course to lefe?
A. Yes.

Q. And the heavy line crossing it is the line of the path of the destroyer after collisfion?
A, Yes, an attempt at it sir. it's difficult to assess, It's an impressiom that she crossed
my bow, and came onto the other side of me. 1'm not sure that's a great deal of help.
Q. Could you number that diagrem five please, sir?
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:
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Q. During the period from the execution of the signal "Pormation ONE" until the time of colii-
sion, d1d you hear anything that may have been a sound signal except those made from your own siren?
A. No sir, To be fair, sir, 1 don't think 1 would hear it. We're a closed bridge.

Q. Did you see a plume of steam or other evidence that EVANS may have sounded a whistle?
A. No sir.

Q. Did any lookouts report any sound aignala?
A. No sir,

Q. Did anyone else report amy?
A, No sir.

Q. As 1 see diagram number five, Captain, it appears that just prior to collision EVANS was
wholly to starboard of the projected track of MELBOURNE?

A. No, l've drawn it wrong then. That's not the impression 1 want to give, The impression in
my mind is that she got wholly to starboard when I was a little bit to port. My feeling and my
Jjudgment was we would hit her. 1 got a little to port of her so she wss to starboard of me. When
I was a little to port of her, she spun hard in, but by an alteratiom.... yes, then she was to star-
board of me as soon as the ship started to swing.

Q. Captain, during the exercises in which the MELBOURNE crew had been engaged, was it customary
to order cease zig-zag prior to flight operations?

A. Yes, several times, sir. Usually we were very rarely on a rig-zag unless there wac a sub~-
marine environment., I think probably 2 or 3 times.

Questions by a member of the board (Captain Anderaom): - . . .

Q. Captain, ome question. Between your diagram 2 and 3 you indicated a change in inclination
of EVANS from about 20 degrees across your course to about 40 degrees across your course. Did that
indicate anything to you at the time?

A. Not at the time.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions at thie time snd I euggest that we proceed
wvith the classified portion of testimony of Captain Stevensom.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Could I, esir, just complete ome matter. Captain, would
you be good enough to put "M' on the track of the MELBOURNE and "E" on the track of EVANS? Counsel
offers that last plan in evidence as Exhibit 24, and I ask one question in relation to one matter
previcusly dealt with. At any time before MELBOURNE started moving left, how far towards her star-

board bow did EVANS come?
A. I'm not sure I really understand the question. I think it's apparent from the sketches that
at the time MELBOURNE started to come left her stem was about on the line of wmy track.

Q. Did she ever get across onto the starboard side from the point of view of your track before

you turned left?
A. At this time I had ceased looking at her to take actien., By the time I next looked the ship

was on the move and she was on my starboard bow.

Q. At that stage how much had you moved left?
A. 10 degrees maybe.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): I don't think, sir, that you've reacted to the application
of this diagram in evidence as Exhibit 24.

Senior Member: Let it be admitted into evidence as Exhibit 24
Counsel for the board (CDR Glaes): This open seasion is now concluded. The board will reconvene

in closed session. Will spectators please retire. (All spectators who were present in open session
have left the room. Only members, counsel, witness, and the court reporter are present). .
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Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board is now in closed session.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR BOARD OF INVESTIGATION
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glaaa):

Q. The first question sir is directed to the zig-za hich
Chat plan be Ldercs st g-zag plan which was in operation. How may

A. Zig-zag plan 13 SIERRA.

Q. And how wes it distributed to the members of your force?

A. All members of the force were to have & document known as ATP 3, the anti-wubmarine
evasive screening book, this one (indicating subject publication) and also the extracts were put
in this CTF 472 OPORDER 1/69 just to rather restrict us to a few zig-rzag psatterns in case we were
operating with ships who didn't have this particular book.

Q. Was it your understanding that publication ATP 3 applied to these operations?
A. Yes, it was.

Q. How was that brought into force for purposes of SEA SPIRIT cperations?

A. I think only the fact that it never went out of force, it's an allied publicaticn that we
use for zig-zagping. When you use s signal out of the ACP 175, the Signal Book, it refers you
back to this document for s means of atarting and stopping rig-zags.

Q. - How was the force {nformed that 1]} SIERRA plan was brought into operation?
A. By signal on tactical primary sometime after 2300.

Q. And what was the zero hour given?

A. 2300.

Q. When are you due under that plan to make tha next zig-rag alterations?
A. You mean after the alteration at 7 minutes past?

Q. No, you've mentioned that that was the next one, seven minutes past --
A. There was an alteration at seven minutes past three.

Q. And after that the next one was due?
A. To 240 at 1) minutes past three.

Q. And what alteration was that?
A. That would have been 20 degrees to port that would have taken you to 240.

Q. Was that alteration in your opinion ever executed by MELBXIRKE?
A. Not by MELBOURNE, I had already signalled that my course was 260. I was staying on that
until the escort got astern.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by senior member:

Q. Counsel, may I interpose a question,at this point. With reference to your last enswer
Captain, at the time juast after the execution of "Formation ONE,”" you informed EVANS that your
course was 260. Did you then or at any time tell him that you intended to stay on that course
until he got astern?

A. No, I didn't sir. I hoped he would clear, well clear of me at rhis stage. It waen't
in my mind that I would have to. I wanted him to know what course I was on at that time hoping
that he would then get well clear of me. He would be aware of the next stage of the eig-zag, but
as, in fact, he came down on a dangerous course, there waa no time to tell him anything elae
except to tell him he was on a collision course and to leave him to draw his own conclusiona
to take actions, I could not take actions at that point until the situation was goue. '

Q. Were there any formal or informal instruction to EVANS that in such a situarion whare you
were in the course of zig-zagging that you would withhold the next turn specified by the tig-zag
plan until puch time as he may get past the stern of you?

A. No, sir. 1In fact if ha had gone well clear of me, I would have continued the zig-zsg as
I had hoped he would have done, would have got cleared, well out of the way knowing I wss going to
turn to port. I would have hoped ha would have gone either the long way down to port or if he
had been further over to have cleared my bow and got out to starboard to leave me clear to
maneuver. A 20 degree alteration is & very small one.

Q. Where was the next escort to the left of EVANS?
A. I can show you the screen sir.

Senior member: Csptain, I believe counsel would like to offer a screen diagram to which we
may have reference.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Yas.
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (cont'd)

Witness: Well you can see from that, gir, that there was one to the left of her. Each
destroyer was instructed to keep 500 yards clear of the limits of her sector so thet no destroyer
can be closer to another one than a 1000 yards, would have allowed her plenty of room to turn.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Having identified this as the board in the ship showing the
sector screenlgﬁiorce I offer that in evidence as exhibit 25

Senjor member: 1 would like to confirm that the witneas has so identified it.
Witneas: Yes siy.
Senior member: Then it ies admitted into evidence as exhibit 25.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass ):

Q. For purposes of clarification, is it not a fact Captain, that this is a replica of the
one kept on the bridge which is fixed in position, this being as it says, taken from the operations
room?

A. Yes, that's correct. Could I read in one section of what I stated before on the 500 yards
from the limits of the sector on the instructions.

Q. Your drawing out a part of the MOP are you? . .
A. Yes. -

Q. Which paragraph?
A. Instructions for sector screens, annex DELTA, its on page D4 to annex DELTA.

Q. You're referring to --
A. . b(l) !m #hich it says, "A ship is not to close nearer than 500 yards to the boundary separating
its sector from one occupled by another ship."

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by senior member:

Q. Referring to the exhibit which has just been admitted, exhibit number 25, was the ship in
the sector adjacent to EVANS to the left of EVANS, was it BLACKPOOL?
A. Yes sair.

Q. Can you give us any information on BLACKPQOL's location or movements from the moment of
execution of Formation ONE until! the collision?

A. No sir. All I ca. tell you is that as I came past the radar screen onto the bridge, I
could see that BLACKPOOL was over well clear of EVANS. That's all I can say, she was in plenty of
room, distance I wouldn't say but she was over towards the port side of her sector.

Q. Captain you have stated that you camnot apeist us in precisely determining the time of the
colliglon, can you say whether it was before or after 03147

A. Hell as closely as I could say it would be about 0314, between 14 and 15, 1 know it had
passed the time of 13 the time of the alteration of the zig-zag.

Q. If the zig-zag turn to the left 20 degrees to 240 which was due at time 0313 had been
carried out by MELBOURNE, what would have then been the resulting position?

A. T think you're putting me in & bit of a hypothtical question here sir, I was in no position
to turn with 8 collision situation on my hands. I had a green light on my port side, I could not
turn. I could guess at where she would be, but it doeen't arige. I couldn't tell.

Q. Captain you had previocusly stated that you saw no lighta. Your vaage of the term "green
light" should be clarified?
A. BRight sir, her atarboard aspect.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questione by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Captain, the arrangement of the screen shown on the board which is in evidence as exhibit 25,
from wvhat time had that been present?
A. From what time had that been i{n force?

Q- Yes.
A. I would say from gbout 2245, 2250, sometime around about there, which again will shew in

the logs, from the and of the SAG action.

Q. What sort of screen had you had sfter replenishment had been completed?
A. Same one, without the helicopters.
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Q. What sort of screen had you had before replenishment?
A, Before replenishment we had one ship less, because one ship wes astern. It wae a four
ship sector, to my memory. There was four ships in the one sector of range with one ship astern.

Q. And who was respcnaible for deciding what sort of screen gshould be provided?
A. Up until the time I took control of the unit, Admiral Crabb. From the time 1 took over it

was my responsibility.

Q. Did anyone else have responsibility for 1t?
A. The screen commander could change the screen as he wished, but normally wouldn't do so without

discussion.

Captain Shands: I think we're getting into a bit of difficulty with terms here when you say
type of screen.

Senior member: Would counsel rephrase the questiom to specify the arrangements of ships in the
screen rather than the type?

Q. The questicn is intended to raise the arrangement of the ships in the screen and whose

responsibility was that?
A. The screen commander had responsibility for acreening MELBOURNE. If I wished to over-ride

him I could have.

Q. What was the operating effect of the type of screen that was being used that night so
far as patrolling in aectors was permitted?

A. The ships had to patrol their stations. Can I quote again? "Units are to patrol widely
throughou* their sectors choosing their speed to make beat use of sonar in the candigiona prevailing.”

Q. The quotation you meke {3 from what publication?
A. "Maritime Operating Procedures,' page D=4.

Q. Which is Exhibit 2 to these proceedinga. According to your understanding, by what method
are the sectors within which each destroyer may patrol fixed?

A. They are fixed by the method,... they are signalled. They are fixed by range, the inner
limits and outer limits in thousands of yards, and by a lettered sector wvhich they cover. There
are letters indicating a section of 360 degreea at 20 degree sectioms.

Q. And apart from the inner and outer limits how are the size of the sectors determined?
A. By the letter.

Q. Which laye down a bearing from what axis?
A. From Forth, I believe. Hold on, let me have a quick check on this. Yes, North.

Q. And what were the distances and bearings which determine the sectors in the screen on that
night?

A. Do you wish me to go through them, or could we not refer to this, which lays them down on
the sketch which has been submitted.

T ‘ Q. Are they correctly shown {n Exhibit 25, the Operations Room maneuvering board?

T - A. Could I just check it again, please. I could put the signaling on or I could give you

g a sketch which gives you the signalled letters to read in if you wish. This has the signalese on
it as well, 1f you wish.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): May counsel offer in evidence as Exhibit 26, this
maneuvering form ahowing the sectora of the screen with some additional {nformation in relation tc
them. In support of the tender, can I ask you this, Captain. Whoge document is that, who complled

it?

A. My Commnications Officer compiled that from the screen that was ordered that night.

Q. And on wvhose direction?
A. On my direction.

Senior member: When was it compiled?

Witness: The day after the collieion, the day of the collision whan I was making out my report.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): And are you satisfied that it accurately represents the
screen that was in force that night?
A. Yes, I am, .

Senior member: Very well, it will be admitted into evidence ss Exhibit 26.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Sir, it 's half past five. There are not many wore questions
that counsel wishes to ask in closed session. Thers is one that we might prefer before it is ralsed
to discuse with you, but I must point out that by over sight, Captain Stevemson, was not given the
opportunity in open session to say 1f he had anything to add of his own accord to the evidence he
has given, snd for that reason 1 would suggest we would have to go into open session tomorrow for
that purpose. ’
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOGARD
Questions by senior member:

Q. I have one or two clarifying questions if 1 may for this session. With respect to the zero
hour of the zig-zag, Captsin, by what means was the zero hour which you stated was 2300 establizhed?
A. It uas established by ordering the zig-zag, sir, by gignal. When you send the signal to
establish a zig-zsg, the zero hour ia the hour preceding the time the signal is sent, and this

zig-zag was instituted between 2300 and widnight.

Q. 5o that the zero hour in this instance was establighed by precedural doctrine?
A. That's right, sir.

Q. Rather than by explicit signal?
A. That is the only explicit signal to establiah the zero hour for a rig-rag sir, I withdraw
that. There is another method, but the normal method of doing it is by procedural doctrine.

Q. What was the normal method of selection of the rescue deatroyer for a given moment?
A. It was selected by the Admiral’s Staff, sir, for a period of 24 hours.

Q. How was that selection made known to others in the force?
A. By signal eir. By OpGen Alfa.

Q. 1Is there a signal which so designates EVANS?

A. I haven't been able to lay my hands on it, sir. I believe there iz, but I haven't had
access to the signal log since the time of the collision. There was certainly no doubt in my
mind from the start that the EVANS was the rescue destroyer f?r the night. .

Q. How did you establish in your mind that EVANS was the designated rescue destroyer for the
night?

A. The Operations Room handles the details in this directien. It was a combination of the
Admiral's Staff and the Operations Room who told me who was tha rescue destroyer. I can't factually
say to you now such and such told me at such 8 time that it waas, but I wss inatructed that EVANS
was the rescue destroyer.

Q. So that to recapitulate. There is no signal available to you at the moment which
designated EVANS ss rescue destroyer for this period of time just prior to the colligion, even
though the normsal method was to have a signal?

A. Yes.

Q. You felt confident that EVANS was tha rescue destroyer?
A. Yes.

Q. 1In your capacity as the task unit comnander snd having been given tactical command, did
you feel free to select whatever ship you wanted to select for rescue destroyer for a particular
occasion of flying when a destroyer was needed to be stationed as auch?

A. Yes gir, certainly, because if EVANS had been sent off as s SAU, I would have had to select
another one, but I would not normally do so.

Q. On the particular occasion of most interest, did you give considerastion to selection of
a destroyer other than EVANS for rescue destroyer?
A. No, sir, I didn't.

Q. Would there have been, in your opinion, any advantage in aelecting, say, the ship on the
left wing of the inner acreen under the particular conditions which then existed?

A. No, sir. I don’t think so under the particular conditions at the time, which weren't
difficult, there was just no reason at all. The other one would have had s long way to come.
I ssv no reason for it everyone concerned was completaly switched om and tuned in. We had done
this so many times previously. EVANS was a very guitched on ship., It never crossed my mind.

The board has no further questions for this particular closed sessiom.
Witness: Could I possibly read items into this closed session?

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Well, you'll have an opportunity, sir, to atate in closed
segsion those matters which you feel have not been adequately brought out, and this is now a chance
to do so. )

Witress: Just in the question as to why 1 was zig-zagging, the circumstances. I feel there
is some criticism on thia point. I would like to quote Armex E of the Maritime Operating Procedures,
page k-1, para &4, which stetes, "Evasive steering will be smployed whenaver possible providing the
speed of advance permits, and the selection of zig-zag plans will be provided in OPORDERS". I
would like that read in if possible, and the other ome is ATP 1.

Counssl for the board (CDR Glass): Just stopping thers, sir. You are referring to Annex K,
paragraph &, of Maritime Operating Procedures which is already in evidence as Exhibit 2.

Senior member: Befors procesding amy furthsr, Captein Stevenson, 1'd 1like to make it very
clear to you that the fact that the board asks quastions on any particular point should by no
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means be interpreted se meaning that they have criticism of you or anyone else with respect to
any matter.

Wwitness: Mo, I know that sir. I still feel I would like these in if possible.

Senior member: I certainly have no objection to you entering into the record anything that
you think is relevant. 1 was simply wanting to set the record straight with respect to perhaps the
reason why you wanted them,

Witness: Thank you, sir. The other one 1is ATP 1(A), Volume Ome, Article 1526, which states,
“Prolonged periods on a steady course into the wind may be dangerous and unacceptable from the
ASW point of view; therefore, 1f there are delays in flight operations it would be wise to ovder
temporary alterations (rom the landing or launching course. The OTC is to be informed at once of
the estimated duration of any apprecisble delays." Those are the two I wanted to read in, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass}: 1Is there anything you wish to say relating to classified’
topics?

A. No, thank you.

Senior member: We will now sdjourn until tomorrow. The board will meet in closed executive
session at 0830, and we will make the determination prior to that rime what will be the next order
of business.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glaes}: Before excusing you Captain, the board would like to
instruct you that you are requested not to discuss your testimony with anyone other than members
of the board and the counsel.

The board adjourned at 1745, 13 June 1969.
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