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-THIRD DAY· 

The board reconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 12 June 1969. 
During this session the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript 
and made executive decisions as to future proceedings of the board. At the 
conclusion thereof the board convened in open seBBion at 1100 hours, 12 
June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board 
adjourned were again present. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this is an open 
seSSion of the board. 

Commander Albert S. McLemore, U. S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by 
counsel for the board, reminded that he was Itill under oath and testified 
as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY OJUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. Commander Mclemore, at yesterday'. sesBion you were asked as to 
the events of the evening of 2 June for the task group to which you were 
assigned. Do you recall what those were? I'm thinking particularly of an 
exercise called the SAGEr. Do you recall that exercise? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall about when that terminated, 1£ that had terminated 
prior to your retiring? 

A. It had terminated prior to my retirinE' It was after dark. To the 
best of my recollection it was between 2000 L~~ lLOO. To say terminated, 
I'm not sure that's the tal"' 1 want to upe. B>.1 an a"tic". had taken 
place which seemed to me to be the end of it. 

Q. upon the end of the exercise how were the e~corts of your talk group 
disposed? I will rephrase the question. Into what type of screen were the 
escorts placed upon termination of the SAGEX? 

A. When they returned from the SAGEX? 

Q. Yes. 
A. They were placed in a sector patrol screen. 

Q. 
EVANS' 

A. 

Without disclosing classified details, what was your station, the 
station? 
I was on the right wing. 

Q. Had you taken that station prior to your retiring? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. During the course of the evening, had the MELBDUBNE conducted flight 
operations at any time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall who was assigned rescue destroyer duties during those 
flight operations? 

A •. 1 was. 
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Q. Do you recall how many times and approximately what times? 
A. One time. I honestly don't recall whether it was before the SAGEX 

ships rejoined or whether it was after, but it was in a period of say 
2000 to 2200. Maybe 1900 to 2200. 

Q. You indicated yesterday 
Operations Plan for that night. 

that you had received MELBOURNE's Flight 
Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall when it called for flight operations? 
A. No, sir, not off hand. But I have it if 1 can look it up. 

Q. Yes, you may refresh your recollection. 
A. Without looking at it, I do " know that it calls for flight opera­

tions in the early morning. (The Commander refers to his notes). 

Q. Are you ready? 
A. No, sir, I am not. As a matter of fact I'm faced with what we 

commonly call a garble in the communications business. 

Q. Does it give any information on this subject that would refresh 
your recollection as to any part of the'"schedule? 

A. Yes, sir. There are lome times that I can't read here without 
recourse to other means. It appearl that about 2300 there were flight 
operations and they were again Icheduled around 0330. 

Q. Do you recall if prior to your retiring, any other elcort in the 
group had performed rescue destroyer duty during that evening? 

A. Not that I am aware of. 

Q. We alBa heard testimony from you yesterday concerning your Night 
Order Book. Do you recall that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And we received into evidence Exhibit 13 which il a marked-up copy 
of the standing Night Orders. Could you clarify - I'm sorry, let me Itart 
Over. You indicated that the only lubstantive change made by pen and ink 
correction which would have been incorporated into the next revision, was 
the statement that officers of the deck did not need to call you for course 
and speed changes inCident to patrolling atation. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you also indicated, 1 believe, that 
promulgated orally to the Officer of the Deck. 

A. Yes, that's correct. 

that instruction had been 
II that correct? 

Q. Can you give the approximate date that that had been done? 
A. We had been doing sector patrol screens for probably three months 

prior to this time. 

Q. Had you allowed the officer of the deck to change course and apeed 
incident to patrolling for that entire period? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

DESRON 

Was there any other exception to that rule that you recall? 
Yes. there was one other. 

Would you atate it pl .... ? 
COUld that queation be .. ked in cloaed .e.sion. ple .. e? 
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utilized a sector patrol s~reen and the squadron commander had a system 
of aS6igning re~cue destroyers which have the rescue duty to a destroyer 
normally 6tation~d aatern of the CVS. The requirement then for moving 
into reecue destroyer atation was simply one of closing slightly, and 
then when flight ops w~re over, opening slightly. The flight operations 
cycle on the KEARSARGE was sometimes short. So the ship might frequently 
go to re~cue destroyer station. As long af we were in this station, which 
WaB practically in the rescue destroyer position, the officer of the deck 
could mOve to it. 

Q. 
the one 

A. 

Is that the only exception 
we have already discusss ? 
Yes, I ~~lie¥e so. 

of which you are aware? Other than 

Q. I beU"Ne you said that flight operations scheduled for the night 
of 2 and 3 June called for flight operations at about 0300. or thereabout~? 

A. About Ol30, sir. 

Q. Would your Night Order Book have - let me start over. Do you recall 
any special instructions that you may have included in your Night Order 
Book fer the night of 2 and 3 June? 

A. Not with respect to flight operations, no sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Would you state your reason for not including su~h instructions? 
I think that this is adequately'coveJ;ed in the S ending- Night 

Orders. 

Q. Baaed on the flight schedule was it your expectation that you would 
be called to rescue destroyer atation at about 030Q1 

A. I had no parti<:ular feelings either way. It could have gone to any 
ship. 

Q. Had you had sllI"h advance notice would you have made apedal pro­
vieion in the Night Orders? 

Se~ior Member: Counsel, before the witnes6 answere that question, ~ld 
you confer with me please? 

(CctL 1 a~l'r'-'i",heB the Senior Med·er 8l~d speus with .him for a eillute 
and then ret",.-as to hiB seat). 

Q. I think I would like to rephrase the question. I think I have asked 
you a hYPOthetical question and that's not appropriate for you. Let me alk 
you in positive terms. Was it your normal practice to be on th~ bridge 
when your ship was acting as the rescue d,stroyer at night? 

A. Not necessarily. 

Q. The question wa. somewhat imprecise, I think it Bhyuld read, vas 
it your practice to be on the bridge when your .hip was taking station as 
rescue destroyer at night? 

A. Again, not uecessarily, lir. 

Q. I have no further questions as to the pre-collision procedures. 

Senior Member: The board has some questions. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 
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Q. With respect to the MELBOURNE'8 flying operation achedule messsge, 
which you hold Commander, can you indicate the number of flight operations 
8cheduled between sunset and 04001 Let'8 a81ume that aunset wa8 about 
1900 on the 2nd of June. 

A. No 8ir, not at thia moment, I cannot. The que8tion as to why I 
cannot Admiral - thi8 mes8age haa aome garble8 in it. I'm lure it can 
be broken, but I can't here. 

Senior Member: Coun8el will obtain copies of the flight operations 
8chedule. 

Counsel for the board: I think it's important at thi8 point to aak 
him a clarifying que8tion in that re8pect. May I? 

Senior Member: Yes. 

EXAMINATION BY OOUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Que8tions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Commander McLemore, where did you obtain the copy you are ulling now? 
A. I believe this copy was obtained'from·the LARSON. 

Q. Do you recall whether the copy you had in he:r.d on the night of 2 
and 3 June on board EVANS waa garbled? 

A. No, I can't. I'd like to go back for a moment. I don't want to 
give the board the impre8sion that I unequivocally recall having this 
meBsage in hand prior to the events. I believe that 1 saw it, but we 
got flight operations schedules from two different ships on a daily basis 
and this particular date-time for this particular mes.age I can't state 
particularly that I did Bee this. However, a8 a lU,tter of couree if I: 

message did have transmission errors in it. every effort was made to 
clear them before it was routed to me. 

Q. Routed to you? 
A. Yes. 8ir. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Commander McLemore. do you recall what the specified course had 
been for the carrier launch jU8t prior to your retiring for the night? 

A. No, Admiral, I don't. 

Q. Do you recall the approximate time of the carrier launch or recovery 
prior to your retiring1 

A. 1 8tated in general terms a minute ago, that to the best of , my re­
collection it was between 1900 and 2200. This schedule would indicate that 
my recollectior. is in error. 

Q. On the occasion for flight operations prior to your retiring for 
the night, whatever time it was, did your ship move from ie. screening 
atation to the rescue de8troyer Itation? 

A. I'm lOrry, IiI', I don't believe 1 understand the question, Admiral. 

Q. Prior to your retiring there were s_ flight operation at the U .. 
which we have been at this moment, unable to eatablilh. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On that occasion, whatever the t:lme, ""ether it vas betwellll 1900 
and 2100, as you recollect, or ""ether it vas approxlllately 2300, .. II&Y 
be indicated by the schedule. Did your ship .,,,e from acreen station to 
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rescue destroyer station? 
A. Yes, sir, it did. 

Q. I would like to examine that particular move. Were you on the 
bridge? 

A. I believe I was on the bridge for at least part of the peri~d. I 
am not certain that I was on the bridge at the start and the finish of the 
evolution. 

Q. Do you recall the means, including the text of any si~al Which 
may have accomplished this, by which you were ordered to proceed from 
screen station to rescue destroyer station? 

A. In this specific instance, to recall specifically the signal, no 
sir, I don't. But I can tell you what the normal signal was. 

Q. No, I just wondered if you had recollection of this particular 
incident. 

A. No, sir. My tactical logs are not available. 

Q. Was there anything in that section of your Night Orders that you 
are referring to as Daily Night Orders in which you review the status of 
the force in company, including the formation, the course and speed itself, 
etc., indicating that MELBOURNE would be conducting flight operaticns that 
night? 

A. No, sir. I think your question requires an answer in t--MIO pllrtlJ. 
For the status of the formation at the time the Night Order is written, 
this of course is reviewed. The stationing assignment, the course and 
speed and who the OTC is, and many other items of detail. Now these of 
cour5e can change in the course of the night and as a tacticd situaU<m 
progresge~. The flight operation schedule is not a normsl part of the 
Night Order Book. 

Q. Did ~~y portion of your Night Orders for the night of 2-3Jun­
refer to an e~:pe<!ted flying operation by MELBOURNE c'r ar.tic1pated 1\I1t",-~1 0-;,­

t~g of EV&~S a8 a rescue destroyer. 
L. Not that I can recall, Admiral. 

Senior "'",mber: The Board will recess for five min1.ltee. 

The board recessed at 1126 hours, 12 June 1969. 

DECI.ASSJFlED 
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The board opened at 1140 hours, 12 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the 
board recessed were again present. 

Counsel for the hoard: The board in previous open leslion has asked 
that witnesses or prospective witnesses in this case should withdraw 
when the board is meeting. I make the same announcement at this time. 
Anyone who believes that he il a witness or a prospective witnell in this 
investigation should at this time withdraw. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by the counsel for the board. 

Q. COIIIJlander McLemore I have several more questionl. Between 1900 
on the 2nd of June and the collision, on how many occass1ons do you recall 
the EVANS being moved from one station to another? 

A. Only ~ce. This wal of course two moves. One into the plane guard 
station and then back to the screen formation position. 

Q. Were you on the bridge when the order W~I given to take plane guard 
station. 

A. I don't believe I was. 

Q. 
A. 

of it, 

Do you recall ~ether you went to the bridge during that evolution? 
I believe that I stated that I was on the bridgl for at least part 

but I don't recall if it was for all of it. 

Q. 
return 

A. 

Do you recall if you were on the bridge at the time the order to 
to screening station was received? 
No, sir, I don't. 

Q. Were there any occasions when you were not on the bridge when you 
were informed that EVANS was ordered to change station? 

A. Oh, most certainly. 

Q. Durins the period I am talking about, from 1900 till the time of 
the collision? ' 

A. I don't believe that there were any station changes during that 
time. 

Q. Other than the one you mentioned, il that right? 
A. To and from. 

Q. To and frau? 
A. I'm searchin6 back into events that should be clear but based on 

subsequent events, I'm not sure about some of them. 

Counsel for the 
different subject. 
specific subject1 

board: I have one or two questions on a sUghtly 
Does the board have any further questions on thil 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. On the one occasion, Coaaander McLemore, when you recall that you 
_re ordered to rescue deltroyer Itation end then returned to the Icreening 
Itation, did you return a. a relult of a lignal to the EVABS? 

A. Yes, airY Thil ii, if I might, the procedures which MlLBOUIIRI uses 
for controlUng a relcue destrqyer, are. clearly stated in the .scort hend-
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out. I don't have a copy of that here but I'm sure the board has ~~~ 
to it. A destroyer will not move back to the station without Deing directed 
by the MELBOURNE. 

Q. Do you recall about what time these evolutions occurred? That 
is, we're speaking now solely within the time frame 1900 to the time 
of the collision. On one occasiOn during that period, you have recalled 
moving from the .creen to the rescue destroyer station and back to the 
screen. Do you recall the times approximately of any of these events? 

A. No I don't. I think I've stated a time frame of 1900 to 2100, to 
the best of ~ recollection and I simply can't do any better. 

Q. During the period 1900 to the time of the collision, were time 
checks directed by the atc, one or more time checks? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you recall what voice radio call sigDs were being used by the 
OTC during this period? 

A. I do not, sir. 

Q. You have testified that, quote, "our speed 18 knou", unquote, 
referring presumably to ship'. speed, Is that correct? 

A. N~sir, I think I said baae speed ~as 18 knota. 

Base .peed 18 knota? Q. 
A. 

that. 
Yes, that was my intent. We normally patrol at .omething above 

Q. Does the commanding officer .pecify the speed at which the .hip 
will proceed when patroling? 

A. No, sir. The Officer of the Deck is given a certain amount of 
latitude unless it becomes necesaary because of changing of course and 
speed. I normally don't like to patrol above four knots over base, for 
reasons which I think you are well aware of. 

Senior Member: Coun.el, Commander McLemore has mentioned an escort 
handout. Is it counsel'. intention to enter this into the record? 

Counsel for the board: Yes .ir, it is. We can enter it at this 
point. We had intended to enter it through it's author, the MELBOURNE's 
Commanding Officer, but there's no reason why we can't do it now, air. 

Senior Member: I would like to have it entered at this time and 
determine whether Commander McLemore can identify it as identical to 
anything he may have had aboard hi. ship. 

Counsel for the board: I will ask the reporter to make this Exhibit 
17. for identification. 

EXAMINATION BY 'mE COUNSEL FOR 'mE BOARD 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. Coumander McLemore, I hand you a document marked for identifica­
tion marked Exhibit 17, and ask you if you recognize it? 

A. Yes .ir, I believe this i. the .ame handout I had aboard. 

Coun.el for the board: Coun.el will offer thta as Exhibit 11 nb­
ject to further proof as to authenticity by lat.r witn ••••• ' t.lt'-y. 

Senior Memb.r: You may 10 proc •• d. 
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EXAMINATION BY'THE BOARD 

Questiona by the Senior Member: 

Q. Commander McLemore, had a stationing speed beEn established 
for use in the formation of Which EVANS was a part and effective during 
this time frame from 1900 to the time of the collision? 

A. A stationing speed and a normal speed and an operational speed had 
been promulgated. However, these were not useable speeds because the base 
speed was above that, Which was considered normal for the promulgated speed. 

Q. 
l1shed 

A. 

Are you saying that the base speed in effect, Which has been estab­
as 18 knots, was higher than the prescribed stationing speed? 
1'm Baying it was higher tl.an the prescribed normal speed. 

Q. Normal speed? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall any reports from your officer of the deck during the 
night from 1900 until the time of the collision with regard to turns, zig­
zags or speeds or changes of these? 

A. I was on the bridge intermittently during this period until the 
time that I retired, and, yes, there were telephone reports and personal 
reports from the officer of the deck and of course my own observation 
during the time I waa on the bridge. From the time I retired until the 
ttml of the collision - is in the time frame we are atill talking about? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I do not recall rec~h'ing any reports, sir. 

Q. Are any of these report. ~sufficiently e,lab1i.hed in your'mind that 
you could say preCisely what the; were? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. C~cing with the transit phase of the exercise in which you were 
participating Which we have been told Btarted on the 30th of May, was it 
practice at night for the rescue destroyer to move from screening station 
to rescue destroyer static~ direct? 

A. No, air. 

Q. What was the practice? 
A. Normal practice was for MELBOURNE to order the rescue destroyer into 

station or into Formation ONE. 

Q. 
A. 

rescue 

And then? 
And then after they settled on the flight course, move her into 

destroyer stati·~, whichever one she elected. 

f ~ liar Member: The board has no further questions on thb particular 
top!. . 

Counsel for the board: Counsel haa at least one, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

QueationL by counsel for the board: 

Q. Is the board to understand from your last answer that the procedure 
for rescue destroyer stationing md IIIDving to and from statlon, had ba. 
consistent from 30 May when the 'uerelse began untll the tlM of the colllsion? 
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A. The procedure for doing it - You mean as far as the signala given 

to the rescue destroyer? 

Q. Yes, I will restate the question to make it more precise. Had 
there been any changes in the manner of ststioning rescue destroyers 
durin~ night time hours at any time between 3C May and the time of the 
collision ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would yOU state what those changes were and when they occurred? 
A. In one of the previous answers that I had given I had said that 

it was standard practice when working with ASW Group ONE and DESRON 23 and 
KEARSARGE at night to normally station an escort in a position aft of the 
carrier where she coule' easily move into rescue destroyer station. This 
was established in the initial screen after the transit phase commenced 
and then was disestablished. 

Q. Was ~he destroyer in the after part of the formation actually a 
part ot cne screen or did he take SQmL other station durin~ the time that 
procedure was in effect? 

A. No, I think we are touching now on areas thst concern acreening 
doctrine and probably should not be •••• 

Counsel for the board: I understand. t take by that,. that you mean 
that it would be classified? 

A. It might well be, yes, air. 

Q. One additional question. You were asked if you had received any 
reports between the time you retired and the collision. I would broaden 
that term slightly and ask if you received any calla, notifications or 
reports or any other communications from the officer of the deck during 
that period, to your knowledge? 

A. From the time I retired until the time of the collision the general 
circumstances of which we described yesterday, of which I described yes­
terday, I reea1: no interruption. 

Counsel for the board: That's all the questions we have, sir. 

Senior Member: Do you have another subject that •••• 

Counsel for the board: That was the subject. 

Senior Member: We will recess until 1330. 

The board recessed at 1200 hours, 12 June 1969. 
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T~e ~,:)ard reC0:.1vened i!! o~en sessio~ Bt 1330 hcurs j 12 ":".!r..~ ! 9r3 3 0 

Pe:.cs::,:.s cor'''Ected with the board .. ,.ho were preser:.t wh"" the i::oarj 
recessed ""ere 8ga!.!"! preser..t. 

Cou",,,e 1 for the board. Be seated Commarc,;"r Me Le'llo1"e • : aga~", • ~"t" 
that a"y pe::son who chic,ks he may be a witness it: this i"vesUgat:oc: er 
has been notified that he is a witr.ess in this case should not ~e preee'vt 
and should at this time withdraw from the room. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by cou~sel for the board: 

Q. Commander McLemore, prior to the recess we discussed events leadiLg 
up to the collisio:::. You had very briefly indicated your first notice of 
an unusual e"e'er-t, in that you thought the ship had recei"ed a ~::",\:; or soc-.a 
such phrase. Would you aga!" repeat the answer yo" ga .. ·s to the que~tiot, 
as to the first notice you had of aLything unusual ard begin fro", that p"~,,t 
as to your actions and what you observed? 

A. We are now going back to testimony of yesterday ~or:::ing, a~e we not? 

Q. Yes, yesterday afternoon. 
A. You waZ't me to start wi th my first reco1!ection7 

Q. Yes, please. 
.... The first recollection was a flash of light ar,j a v!.olert -C''1'''::''',~ 

and a cO!l',plete disorientation. I don't thir.k at that pair,': that 1 rea~l:f 
had any thO"ghts, except, "What happened1" I'm fairly s",re b·u~ '!lot 
c=pletly sure at this point, that I was still 1.!'- my sea c5biYl. It was 
dark, c~pIet£ly dark, of cO'l:irse" even tho\,;gh there WaS. ~,~~c,-lig~t o·U:S~::;e. 
Inside the sr .. ip t~e:!'e was no lighting. r saw art 6rea of li.grl.~!1 it was 6. 

he-Ie that wasr~'t large e!J.ough to ge::: t:h~ough. ! wag a:,lli .0 t,e~::i sc:::a 
metal aside _ ••. 

Q. Would yoce repeat that, abJp ~" bet"d S"ll'e r,etali 
A. Yes a"t.le to be~~G some metaJ, : believe it: was a sf:rLp c·f jO~J:.i.::· 

metal, wt;ich is the ligt.twe1gh!; metal thaI: is "s~d ~'2 marcy rar:";s ci tt." 
ship for r.v~"structural p'.!rpoees. 

Q. Wo'!ld you ccnti.n"e? 
A. Well, I was able to squeeze through this hole ar,':; as r 1fe,~-a11 !.t:y 

8rI!!.S, shot;;i.ders and cr.e&t. went through, but I had a g::es'; b~t cf d.f-tf~_::t:,L::~r 
ge~ting my h~ps through the hole, ar,d I thought that tHs wa., sorre,,";;st cdd. 
At about this ti~ I was allt'ost clear and water started tc IC't~r ;';.",. :. get 
free of this particular area and started to move again tnro':gh Wl!'>e.:kege 
towards :ighc. I could see some people, I don't kr;ow how rtli~:~'. ""'! 
for sure moving ahead of me. I worked up onto the exterior of tr..; eto'.p 
and I can recall Fe.eing the ship lying over on her beal!l e;,<1&, :" ra"~rr:' . ,;~ 
the mast lying almost flat to the water. 

Q Would you define tr£ term beam ends? 
A. Yes. The ship lying on her side, 90 degrees fro~, he;: nc"",,,1 

position. It was quiet, I could hear a few people's voices ano abo~t 
this time there was a grea~ deal of action in the wa~er and I was at!11, 
except for having seer. the mast, and at this til'.£ I believe I waB 011_ the 
port side. 'l'his section of the ship started to lID""e quite v!oler.Uy. 
I called for anyone in hearing distance to jump clear as I thought the 
ship was going, a~d I then jumped clear. 

Q. Did you regard that order as an order to abandon ahip? 
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A. I don't think I thought of it that way in particular I really 
think the time for an order to abandon ship in the classic se~se was past. 
r think at that point it was just get off and get clear before the suction 
gets... I couldn't see any other part of the ship at this point and I 
swan clear and stopped I guess, its hard to say 30, 40, 50 feet away. The 
water had oil, more lubricating oil I think, than fuel oil. My eyes were 
t<urning and ther" were some people in the area, I called to them to join 
me and then saw a pneumatic fender, which is a rubber device used for 
placing between ships when mooring. It is roughly 3 feet long and 24 
inches in diameter and has a great deal of buoyancy and has lines at 
either end and these were stowed on the port side of the main deck in a 
rack. I went to this pneumatic fender and other people immeidately joined, 
I reached out and pulled a couple to it but I had no indication that anyone 
that was in this area was serioudly injured. We held onto the line •••• 

Q. May I interrupt for a moment. Can you identify the ones you pulled 
to it? 

A. No, I can't at this point identify anyone who was at the fender 
with me. 

Q. How was the Visibility at that time? 
A. Well I think the sky was clear. The water was quite disturbed, I 

think, because of the motion of the ship in the immediate area. It was 
dark, of course, moonlight but being so low in the water with essentially 
the head out of the water. I really don't knolrwhat my radius of'visibility 
was, it wasn't too awful far. I recall at about this point seeing a carrier, 
br~ghtly lighted and appeared to be dead in the water. And my first reaction 
was that it was KEARSARGE and my thought was that the war was started. 
Why is she sitting there like that, I don't know why I thought this. In 
a~y case I was still concerned about anyone else. I was looking around to 
see if there were anyone else I could see. I don't have any idea what 
tte time span was here between the collision and the time I'm now t,lking 
about. About this point there were at least two helicopters with bright 
spot lights in the air moving around and some of the people saw a boat and 
they started to call for the boat. I ordered the people with me on the 
fer.der to be quiet because obviously we had some security and the boat 
seemed to be moving "round purposefully at some distance away, and I thought 
that our chances, particularly with the helicopters moving around with 
their lights, were probably excellent. I would guess that we were probably 
in the water for 15 minutes until a motor whaler from MELBOURNE came directly 
to us and picked up the people at the fender along with me. 

Q. Following your pick up by the motor whaleboat where were you taken? 
A. I was taken to the, one quarter of MELBOURNE, I don't recall. I 

believe it was her port quarter and the people on the boat emberked on the 
MELBOURNE by a wire ladder and I embarked on MELBOURNE by the same method. 

Q. How did you let your presence on the MELBOURNE be known? 
A. There were officers in the area where the boat was. The first thing 

that happened was, as I recall, a blanket was thrown over me. I the~ identified 
myself to an officer that was present as the Commanding Officer of the EVANS 
and asked to be taken to the bridge. As I recall, and these events are not 
perfectly clear, they said you're hurt, you should go to sick bay. I don't 
believe it was called sick bay or possibly it was, but I recognized the term 
in any case and I said please I would like to go to the bridge and I was 
taken to the bridge. I saw Captain ,Stevenson momentarily. He then suggested 
that, well, I, as I recall, he was on the bridge, I came on the bridge and 
one of the officers walked over to him ~nd said the Captain of EVANS is here. 
He walked over to me. We were very close and I think esaentially we said. 
if not ~xactly along the lines of. I'm sorry, but I can't again aay 
unequivocally that those were the exact words. I was then escorted to 
Captain Stevenson's cabin, given an opportunity to dry off and put aome 
clothes on. I believe this was tbe aequence. or possibly first I was taken 
to aick bay for examination. I don't recall which of tbe two events took 
place first. I don't know who could clarify this. But very quickly 1 
believe I was taken,to Captain Stevenson's cabin firat and was given an 
opportunity to take some of the 011 off, to get some clothes which cona;,ate4 
of ahorts, shirt and a pair of sandals and then aak,to see my crew. Well, 
I had asked to see my crew before that, but they insiated that I ahould 
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do this. I was then taken to sick bay and immediately taken under tow by 
CoJ!" squadt'on doctor, the COMDESRON 23 medical officer, who by this time was 
~n MELBOURNE and who did a little bit of fast repair work. 

Q. Cou"d you describe your injuries? 
A. 

~. wbat a~tion was taken on your request to be taken to your crew? 
A. 1 waS taken to my crew, but my crew was assembled in th~ea of 

si,k ;'''y 6.1>" witt'" the squadron doctor Saw me he.just said, ccme·nere, 1 
"'L.., t tc> fix that he&d and there was some discussion as to whether or not 
they aheuld sew ~ ~ee and after flipping coins they decided no that 
F~obsbly ""sn't ne~ea5ary. 1 was then taken down to the area where the 
c!'aw .aB. Well, before I was taken down to see the crew I asked if there 
W~lrE ~y in!ured EJld they said yes there were, and 1 asked to see them and 
~a~ taken into the area of sick bay where they were working on tbe injured 
peep:e. I recall seeing Rodriguez. 

Q. 
A • 

fi1:l.:!ge 

Could you identify Rodriguez? _. 
Rodriguez waa the man who I understand was thrown from th;Signal 

of FRANK E. EVANS to the flight deck of MELBOURNE and suffered 
1 had no idea what the extent of bis injuries were at that time 

th~t they we~e working on him. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

i;,'Uastivn5 by Senior Member • 

Q. Excuse me counsel, I would like to give Commander McLemore an 
"ppC>1·tu~.ity to review wl:at he said about the _dica; decision with respect to 
eutl.ai::lg his knee. There may be some medical people who might not agree ss to 
haw the decision waa arrived at. 

A. Let me revise that, the doctor ex~ined the wound and decided the 
suturing would not be necessary. 

EXAMINATION BY CXlUNSEL FOR THE m ARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (continued). 

A. I was then escorted down to the meS8 deck area, I believe it was 
the mess deck area of MELBOURNE, Where a large part of the crew was assembled. 
I had in the meantime, and I don't know exactly where, I think very early after 
boarding MELBOURNE, been met by George McMichael, my Executive Officer who 
expressed a great deal of surprise at my being there. by tbe time I got down 
to the mes& deck area I believe that most of the crew were aware that I waa a 
survivor. 

Q. What actions did you take with respect to your crew at that time? 
A. Just said bello to them, asked bow they were. I .. ked how they wen 

being treated and if there waa anytbing they needed. 'l'bey asaured me to a mm\ 

that they were being taken care of excellently and that the cr_ of MELBOURNE 
wal looking after them very well and that they needed nothing further at the 
moment. 

Q. Did you bave a chance to obaerve the .uieal treatMAt "'leJOll."~ 
in sick baY,f" 

A. It a.-cl to me that •••• DO, not really, a_ of the boned pe<lIpll. 
obaerved in bunlta in MBLBOUIUIB'a alc:1tbay, bMaaecl ..... .1, 
aay obvlou.ty, but a-maly UDder .ulcatiOll. 
vas be1q vorltecl OIl and there were 'ura--, I.OIl't. 
he vas Dot COIl.clou. at thb point. 'lbe people appellhld 
halld. at that point. Other people ... re be1q I'UIl thI'OUah for .ltaor _rallt 
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and scratches and so forth. 

Q. You indicated that you observed a motor whaleboat apparently 

searching the area and two helicopters. Were you able to observe any units 

other than the helicopters and the motor whaleboat? 

A. I, as I say, my radius of visibility was very small. 

Q. Were you able to observe after you went on board MELBOURNE? 

A. Yes, I think that •••. I don't know how many whaleboats MELBOURNE 

carries but there were several boats in the water, by this time there were 

Illcre thar. two helicopters by far and I'm sure there were more than two at 

the time I saw two. 

Q. Did you see any other ships from the formation in the vicinity? 

A. Oh yes, yes. 

Q. How many? 
A. LARSON, KYES, BLACKPOOL. 

Q. What would you estimate to be the time lapse between the time you 

saw that, between the time of the collision and the time you saw the other 

units in the area? 
A. Well I observed MELBOURNE dead in the water with rescue activity 

going on just as soon as I was clear of the ship and able to see. As I 

said my first thought was that she was KEARSARGE,and that there was. 

obviously an effort going on. I didn't mention one thing in my previous discussion 

with this. At some point and I think it was after I cleared the sea 

cabin and not yet completely cleared the wreckage of the ship, I was pulled 

ucder water I don't know how far under water probably not too far and I was 

hung on mcf T-shirt and when I pulled free and came to the surface, I had 

already said, "Get out of here". And when I came up, I swam in a direction 

that I thought was clear and evidently was. I looked back over my shoulder 

and could see the bow section of the ship and at that point I didn't know 

it was the bow section, capsized and I was looking at the port bow, I'm 

quite certain I was looking at the port bow in the air. 

Q. Were you advised at any time after you arrived on MELBOURNE as 

to what had occurred? I refer specifically to the fact that the bow had 

sunk and the stern was still afloat? 
A. No, it was probably •••• I can recall that while in the boat that we 

must have boarded MELBOURNE on her port quarter, seeing the stern of a 

destroyer alongside MELBOURNE and there were only two destroyers that had 

this particular configuration in our group, USS WALKE and myself, and my 

thought was how did WALKE get here so quickly because she wasn't with cur 

group and of course it turned out this was my stern section lying aiongside 

MELBOURNE, but I simply didn't recognize it. I guess I had slready accepted 

in my own mind that something catastrophic had happened to the ship and that 

she had gone down. 

Witness: May I ask the counsel a question. Before lunch I had some notes 

and you said you would take care of them, you evidently did. I had some 

in there that I had made up as soon as I got to KEARSARGE which were my 

best recollection of the events that occurred, I think I would like to review 

those. 

Counsel for thebosrd: Counsel suggests a five minute recess so we may 

have a short discussion and return the witnesses notes. 

Senior Member: Very well we will have a short recess. 

The Board recessed at 1415, 12 June 1969. 

The Board reconvened in open session at 1420, 12 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board 

recessed were again present. . 
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Counsel for the board: Commander Mclemore you are reminded of the oath 

which you previously took. All persons who may have any information which 
would lead them to believe they are witnesses in this case are asked to 
withdraw from the board room. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL FCll TIlE BOARD 

Q. Commander Mclemore in order to develop this evidence in a logical 
way, the board would like to terminate the opening part of your testimony 
at a point at which your personal recollection of your own rescue and ~­
diate actions end and before the actual start of a search and rescue and 
salvage or recovery of records operations begins. S~, I would like at 
this time to give you the opportunity to complete your personal recollections 
of that phase and then I will ask you a couple of clarifying questions and 
then we will terminate that particular part of the interview with you. Do 
you have any further recollections within the framework I have indicated 
to you? 

A. Well I have reviewed the notes that I made and have nothing I 
think of consequence to add. I would add that on return to KEARSARGE 
which, as I recall, about 10 o'clock in the morning when the survivors 
were transferred from MELBOURNE to KEARSARGE, that, at about 10 o'clock 
in the morning, the •••• let me go back just a moment please. The injured 
had been transferred previously by helicopter from MELBOURNE to KEARSARGE, 
and I went down to sick bay to visit these men. At this time the senior 
medical officer from KEARSARGE, whose name I should recall, but can't at 
the moment, asked to look at my injuries, particularry with respect to; 
well he gave me a quick run through, physical is what it amounted to. 
He also asked at that time if I would give him my recollections and he explained 
this along the lines that it's the same type of routine he would put a pilDt 
through immediately after an accident, to get fresh impressions and I gave 
him my impressions and I am sure that he took them down on paper, whether 
or not they are of interest to the board is your decision. 

Q. Could yo~ identify the person you gave those recollections to? 
A. Yes, the senior medical officer of the KEARSARGE. 

Q. Commander Mclemore, you indicated that you remained afloat by 
hanging o~to an inflata~le fender. Did you see any of EVANS liferafts 
in the water? 

A. After I was aboard MELBOURNE, I saw liferafts in the water. I 
don't think there was any particular marking that would identify them to a 
particular ship. 

Q. What type of liferafts did EVANS carry? 
A. She carried inflatable 24 man liferafta. 

released from the ship and when they come to the 
inflate. 

Q. Did you see any of them in the water? 

These are automatically 
surface they automatically 

A. Not during the rescue operations. I have ideas on this. it's 
conjecture of course, and I don't know if you want it as testimony or not. 

Q. Not at this time. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. One other question. You indicated that you thought it might have 
been the KEARSARGE when you looked up at the carrier. Do you have any 
explanation for that thought going through your mind? 

A. Only that I've operated so long with KEARSARGE that I think she 
is our hpme base so to speak and it waa obviously a carrier aDd I think 
from the quarter MELlIOORNE aDd KEARSARGE look quite 811111ar. 
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Counsel has no further questions at this time. 

Senior Member: The Board has no questions for Commander McLemore at 
this time. 

Commander Mclemore we ask that you remain available as the board intends 
to resume questioning in closed session. 

Senior Member: The Board at this time will proceed to visit USS BUCK 
DD 761. The purpose of this visit is to acquaint the members of the Board 
with the physical layout of certain spaces in the ship. This ship was 
chosen because she is closely similar to USS FRANK E. EVANS. The Board will 
be accompanied on this tour by the Executive Officer of USS FRANK E. EVANS 
LCDR McMicahel. 

The Board recessed at 1420 hours, Thursday, 12 June 1969. 

At 1456 hours, 12 June 1969, the board including counsel and appointed 
reporter, visited USS BUCK (DD 751), which had been determined to be of the 
same class and modification as USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754) for the purpose 
of inspecting those parts of the bow section of the ship which sank 
following the collision. The board was escorted by LCDR George L. McMichael, 
who, after being duly sworn, pointed out particular features to be noted by 
the board. Spaces visited were the following: bridge and pilot house, 
captain's sea cabin, CIC, sonar room, signal bridge, 01 level in the vicinity 
of the expansion joint, life raft stowage stll'tions.forward, ·radio central, 
chart roar. rlivision commander's stateroom (Commanding Officer's in port 
stateroom), wardroom area, executive officer's stateroom, crew's messing 
spaces, CPO Quarters, forward fireroom, forward engine room. The board 
completed its inspection at 1555 hours, 12 June 1969, and entered into 
executive session at 1615, after which it adjourned until 0830 hogrs, Frida], 
13 June. 
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-FOURTH DAY-

'!11. board reconvened in executive les810n at 0830 hours. 13 June 1969. 

'!11. board rec.lled at 1215 hour •• 13 June 1969. 

'!11. board reconvened in executive 1.lsioo. at 1330 hours. 13 June 1969. 

During thea. 8e.l10n' the board reviewed and approved the prior day·. transcript and pl~ed 
future proceedings of the board. At the canciu_ton thereof the board reconvened in open ae •• lon at 
1437 hour •• 13 June 1969. 

All perlona connected with the board who were pre.eat when the board adjourned were 8ga1n present. 

Senior Member: The hearing Is DOW open. 

Counael for the board: The board now being in open 8e •• lon, it 18 pOinted out by coun.el that 
any per.on who 18 to be called a •• witness or may be called a. a witness .hould leave the board 
room and withdraw. the board calls Captain Ste.enson. 

Captain J. P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, va. called as a witneas by coun.el for the 
board, wa-. aworn and testified as follows: 

EXAHlNATION BY CXlUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Question. by counael for the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q. Captain Stevenson, you have been called aa a w,tness for the board of inveat!gation wh1ch 
is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the co111.ioo-"0£ HHAS IE.LJSOURNE and USS FRANK E .. 
EVANS, becaaae it is understood that you have evidence that may as.ist the board in chil 'nvestlla­
tion. Y_ou are advised that the evidence is being received in open ses.l00 of the board and that 
disclosure of classified information ia not authorized during open aea.lon. Should the anawer t~ 
any question which you are ask.ed require you to disclose classified information, you are request;ed 
not to answer the question but you mu.at advise the board that the answer would require you to clh­
close classified info~tion. In such cases you will later be liven the opportunity to t.ltify as 
to claSSified information in closed sesslon. However. if you can answer a question either in paat 
or in general terms without disclosing specific cla •• ified details you ahould do so advising the 
board of your desire to amplify in later closed aesaion. under Australian law it 1s necessary to 
warn you that you may refuse to answer any question the answer to which may tend to elq)o.e you co 
any penalty or forfeiture. It will be for for you to raise the objection and for the board to 
decide whether you must answer the question or not. Will you please .tate, sir, your name, rank 
and present command. 

A. J. P. Stevenson, Captain. Commanding Officer, HMAS MELBOURNE. 

Q. And aince when have you held your present command' 
A. October the 8th, 1968. 

Q. What training did you have which led up to your being commissioned in the Royal Australian 
Navy? 

A. 1 joined the Royal Australian Navy 1n 1935 at the &Ie of 13 and went to the Royal Australian 
Naval College where 1 spent four years as a cadet. At the end of 1938 1 went to lea, a,ain aa a 
cadet. in HHAS CANBERRA for a ahort period of time and early in 1939 vent to continue ~ training 
as a cadet and later aa a midshipman in the Royal Navy cruiler SHROPSHIRE which va. aerving in the ~ 
Medlterrmean at the tille. 1 Itayed there and waa in the SDor~ when war broke out, lerved 1n 
her until August 1940, wen I vent on train1D& courles in England. Aa. result of tb.oa. training 
couraes, I received my ca.miasion. 

Q. Could you tell ua what duties you have perfora.ed. in senerat teras, frOlll the time you vere 
then coadaaioned until the ti .. that you aasumed cOla81ld of JtHAS I£~UINE recently? 

A. At the end of 1940 I vent to the Aultralian deatrOyer RESTO .. md serv.d ill her b.tw .... 1940 
and 1942 lD the Att_tic-Mediterranean. Vb __ he vas BUIl'k in the Meditere.e ... I ,... tr._ferrted 
to die HMAS "APIER. a_ .ilailar destroyer, lervllli in her UDtil 1943 when I ¥eDt to _lmd and Jolned 
the SHROPSHIRE, which V.I then tran.ferred to the Au.tralt8n navy and Joined her a. the B~ SBBOp· 
SHID. Ie ber we c_ out to AuatraU. ad Joined the cOlllbined Alleric_-Au.tralie talk fOTee Mrv­
ina in the SoiOllOllI-Nev Guine. area. 1 atayed in ber until early 1944 "'eIl I vea.t to B:naland for 
trainlna for a Radar Specialiat Officer. 

Q. Stopp1nl you there, Captain •• at was the aatuTe of the cluti •• you. had perfcmled ill tboae 
varioul .hip. up until the tt.e that you went back to 1Dg1andT 

A.IIl thl !lESTOa 1 w .. the lIavilltina Officer for thl flrlt y"ar ... th ... the _"r, Officer 
for the lalt pedod. III the IIAnD a VatchkeopiGa Officer. ill tho SllJIOPSBIU .. aill a Ilatch ..... lIlB 
Offic.r. lill. officer. ';.;-

Q. llell. cluriGa .... t .... i ... of tS- vera ,..... tralllecl ill .... 1 ........ "';';"'t :~'f_~' -_ 
II. !h.t iIliti.1 pedod Df trailliGa luted .... t tift _th.. lII ... r t_ til. _ ••• -are 

Q. 
II. 

._It oIIor_. 
I _ til ..... iod after tile _to "'!.do ,... ... c_ .fcer ,... lefC ,~?t' -
I ...... ·t 'DC after tile ver yet. we are .tt.ll Sa t.t. 
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Q. You are atill in it. 11m sorry. Well, would you continue, five months in 1944, yes. 
A. In 1944 I went to England for this radar training course Which lasted 8ix months. At the 

end of that time 1 vent out to rejoin the SHROPSHIRE which was then further up in the Pacific war 
and served on the Admiral's Staff 88 Squadron Radar Officer for this combined American-Au.trallan 
Squadron. When the war ended, we wp.re in Subic Bay and we moved up to the surrender in Japan. At 
the end of that time I transferred from SHROPSHIRE, _ that wa. thp. end of the war - to b~ the Radar 
Training Officer at our R3dar Training School in Sydney. I served therp for a year. And in 1941 I 
,.,as givl"D the option of becoming 8 tehcQicat offtcer or remaining ••• Une offieer. I choae to 
remain a I1np. officer and ~nt to England in 1947 and I did a year'. training to become a specialist, 
navigation and aircraft direction officer. At the end of that training I went to the Far Ea'tern 
station in the Indian Ocean serving in a Royal naval Prigate, HHS LOCHQUOICH as Navigating Officer. 
And from there I went to HMS FLYING FISH as Pirst Lieutenant and Navigating Officer. That va. in 
147 and 148. At the end of '48 I went back to England, having cione lome experience as Navigating 
officer. and 1 went back to more training, Where I attended a six month's course Which qualified me 
then for navigation and band ling of major war ships and aLSO for control of eIC of .. jor war ships. 
At the end of that time I served in HMS VENGEANCE, • Royal navy aircraft carrier, for a short period. 
And in 1950 came out to Australis 1n HMAS SYIlfEY, which vas then an AustraUan aircraft carrier. 
After a brief period of time in Australia I was given command of the 'rigate BAROOO, a DE type. 1 
served in her in 'SO and '51. And at the end of '51 I transferred to command of HAWKESBURY a similar 
type of frigate. In 1952, I went a. Navigating Officer of the heavy cruiler AUSTRALIA. And in 1953 
I vent a. the Navigating Officer of the SYDNEY, the aircraft carrier. I stayed tn her from 1953 to 
1954. during which time we c.me up to the Korean show. In 1955 I was promoted to Commander and went 
a8 Director of Plana in the Navy Office. I stayed there a year and then went to ~us Island •• 
executive officer. a ahore establi.h..at. In 1956 I went a. equerry to the Duke of Edinburgh for th~ 
bpening of the Olympic games, spending about five month. on the Royal yacht. After that I wenC in 
command of the destroyer ANZAC. We spent DOst of that tt.e which was 1957-1958 up here working with 
U.S. and British forces. From ANZAC I went to the United States Naval War College at Newport. Rhode 
Island, for a year. I served frOl'Jl 158-59. At the end of that time I went as the Services Atta'the in 
Bangkok. Thailand. from 1959-60. In 1961 I went to command the Navigation School in Sydney. H~ 
WATSON, spending a year there. In 1963 I took comm.Dd of the de&troyer VENDETTA. Which also v .. the 
Commander of the TENTH Destroyer Squadron. Again we spent most of 196] up in the Far East working 
with U.S. and Britiah forces. In 1964 I took command of the HMAS SYDNEY. a similar type to the MEL­
BOURNE. which was actually doing trooping activiti~s at that time, rather than oper.ting aircraft. 
At the end of 1964 and the beginning of 65 I went - was promoted to Co.modore and went to commodore 
Superintendent of Training and Naval Officer-in-Charge of VICTORIA in the southern part of Australia, 
where I spent 1965 and 166. At the end of 1966 I went to the United States as the Naval Attache in 
Washington, where I remained until I took command of MELBOURNE in October 1968. 

Q. Is th~re anything that you would care to say about your particular experiences of problems 
of destroyers maneuvering in company with carriers as seen firstly fr3m the carrier's standpoint 
and secondly from the destroyerls standpoint? 

A. You are asking for my experience? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I've had no difficulties in a destroyer. providing a careful watch is kept on the carrier. 

Not at all. Because •••• 

Q. 11m sorry to interrupt you, but those experience. you have described, what length of :ime 
would you have had in destroyers operating In company with carriers? 

A. ANZAC and VENDETTA both carried out plane guard duties quite frequently with carriers. I 
wouldnlt care to say just what period of tt~. 

Q. And in Which of the .hips you have .entioned do you have experience of carriers operating 
together with destroyers? 

A. The SYDNEY. VENGEANCE. SYDNEY again frequently, particularly around the Korean time with 
U.S. screen that we normally had. Again, when I was in the United State., 1 spent • veek in the 
USS HANCOCK and a week in the -Canadian carrier BONAVENTURE. So again, 1 aaw quite a bit recently. 

Q. Where was HMAS KELBOtJRNE when you assumed coaaand? 
A. She was in Sydney at Garden Island Dockyard. 

Q. And what was belag done to her? 
A. She had been carrying out what i_ known as a half-life conversion to fit h~r for a new suit 

of aircraft. a lot of new machinery and equipment, really aodernizing her for th~ next ten years of 
her 11ft!. 

Q. And how long in all d1d that refit take? 
A. Twelve .anths. 

Q. .\ltd when wa. it c_Ioted? 
A. It wa. caopleted OD Doceober the 23rd. 1968. 

Q. lIbat iD JOUr opiDl __ her caadltiDD .. to Daval nadiDe •• __ letl_ of the ~f~"i\ . 
A. lIothtaa..,.. th_ ahe had caopleted r.Ut. Pro. thn va _t iDto a .erie. of •• a tnal., . 

the Iractual vorlaap proe.... .aM ' t. to th. VDl'k that: val doD_ •• the n_lt of the -. 
trub ..... _ c_ced _akad __ d .orllup ...,1 ••• iD hbnu:J. 
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complicated exercises and battle training problems, until I was happy that the ship could operate 
her aireraft effectively. 

Q. And how did the ship and her company respond to those teata? 
A. They responded very well indeed. I wouldn't ,.y though that we were completely happy with 

lome of the operations of the aircraft until we reached Sub!c Bay. We Hadn't had • areat deat of 
chance to ~per.te the helicopters. We had concentrated moltly on the fixed wing. 

was 
Q. At this point could you describe the nature and the number of planes vtth which the ship 
equipped 1 

A. We carried four A4G Skyhawks, aix 52£ Trackera, and 8 Wessex antt-submarine helicopters. 

Q. COUld you describe in brief terms the nature of the ship? 
A. The ship i8 a 22,000 ton eBeart type aircraft carrier. light alrcraft carrier. de.lgned _ 

well the role it was playing was an anti-aubmarine type CVS aircraft carrier. 

Q. And What are the details of the ships maneuverability? 
A. If you wish me to read that, I've lot the turning data here, if you wish that as evidence. 

Q. Yes, if you believe it to be true. 
A. I think rather tban going into great detail with m&neuwerability. that 1s the turning data 

of a similar ship. 

Q. 
ship's 

A. 

And does this publication which has no classified rating set out the relevaDt data for chis 
turning circles, diameters and things of that kind? 
Yes, it does. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offera that document lnto.evidence as· Exhibit 1!r. 

Senior Member: Permission is granted to receive that document. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR GlaBs) 

Q. Can you tell us in you experience, how long it takes for the ship to take to respond to 
movement of the rudder, say of 20 degrees? 

A. It varies a great deal, depending on the energy of the quartermaster, the stiffness of the 
wheel. which MELBOURNE's is quite stiff. I would say to put on 20 degrees of rudder, from the time 
of giving the order would take between 8 and 10 seconds. 

Q. And thirty degrees? 
A. You are asking to put on from 20 to )0 degrees? 

Q. To get on 30 degrees Btarting from ••.• 
A. Could I refer you to the document to'be accurate 1D that. 

Q. Very well. Now you mentioned Subic Bay. When wa& it that MELBOURNE sailed from Sydney for 
Subic 8ay? 

A. On the 5th of Hay. 

Q. And when did ahe arrive? 
A. On the 15th. 

Q. And what exercises. if any, were carried out en route? 
A. We carrt.d out a constant series of exercises .11 the way, flying both fixed wing and heli­

copter, but acre fixed willi than helicopter en route, and a series of continuous operational type' 
exercises within the ship until we reached Subic Bay. 

Q. And from the ti .. e of your arrival until the COlmleftCeaaent of the Sea Spirit OperatiOll. what 
va. done? 

A. We spent the 16th and 17th in Subic Bay. Prom the 18th to the 22nd we carried out a COlllpE'e­
hensive series of exercises using the Subic Bay facilities. And again ahaking dowo the ship aDd 
working her up after that aea pas.age, until we then on the 22nd went into Manil. aa.d anchored. 

Q. Mow lIben you coameDcect this operation, were you aware of the probl_ involved: in • destroyer 
taking up its position as plane guard to • carrier? 

A. Vpry well aware. 

Q. Were there any particular events Which brouabt your attention to that probl .. ? 
A. IVeilto Df roc_t IIDt. Dr dD ,.... viob _ to ID back in tWet 

Q. Iv_to Df rac_t cbaractar Df • DDtorl_ klDdf . . .. , 
A. llell 1 va. VHf ... 11 _re Df th. IELIIOUIIII-WYMIIR cD11101DD alch .... weC)' ._ iD 

fDrefroat Df ., _ad .11 che tiM. 1 _ fu1l1 .-r. Df ch •• ffect it _ld laa~:"':.~:~r:':::1~"U-:i 
D.",. _ th •• atrelieD _own t for that _ttar if • alailar .. "' .... t _ • 
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more lengthy procedure for bringing a destroyer into atation •• tern before going to plane guard duty, 

Q. When you say. that handout. are you referring to this document which I. in evidence 88 Exhi-
17 ? bit 
A; Yea, 10m. 

Q. And are there any particular parts of it that you would •• y that referred Ipecifically to 
that problem? 

A. Yes. 1 would. 

Q. Do you care to identify it? 
A. Can 1 borrow that from you for a aecond? Would you like me to read them out? 

Q. If you please. 
A. "RES DES operations will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of ATP ICA) Vol. 1 

Chapter IS unless otherwise directed with the following exception.. The re~. destroyer will 
only proceed to and from the rescue destroyer station when ordered", This w •• applicable I think, 
when I dido 't want him to move untll I wa. ready for him. "Station. The .. in consideration in the 
control and operation of rescue destroyers is that they sbould remain abaft the beam of MELBOURNE 
whenever possible in order to provide freedom of movement CDamenlurate with aaximum .afety and 
efficiency. II lhere is one other section in here which 11 rather in 81gnaleae indlcating that the 
destroyer will always follow astern untll she 1s ordered to 10 into the rescue destroyer station. 

Q. And to what ships has that handout been distributed? 
A. Every ship before IIhe takes over as or 1_ Ukely",to take plane guard duty with MELBOURNE, 

gets this handout. And the five ship_ of the screen for Sea Spirit had the handout. 

Q. And did they include FlUIIIK E. EVANS? 
A. Yes, they did. 

Q. Now, in addition, had you had any discussion of this problem, inter alia, with tne commanding 
officers of the ships working with you? 

A. Yes. On the night of Sunday the 25th in Manila, I had all the commanding officers of the 
screen on board for dinner, with exception of_ the coamanding officer of BLAClCPOOL. whOll I previously 
talked to on the subject. I then laid down in no uncertain terms my concerm with the previous 
accident that the MELBOURNE had had, emphasized the need for great care, and stated that I didn't 
want any doubt with signaillng. There i8 always doubt in aignallins, but they could watch the ship 
with great care. And so long as they watched lt there could be no problem. Watch and ~ep clear. 

Q. In your view, what precaution should be adopted by a de.troyer Which is directed to aasume 
plane guard or rescue destroyer position? 

A. So long as she keeps well clear of the carrier in moving to take up her station. That's the 
only precaution I would demand. 

Q. Do you recall precisely when it was the first pha.e of the Sea Spirit Operation began? 
A. Yes. On the mornlng of the 29th. 

Q. Of Hay? 
A. Of Hay. 

Q. And what was that first phase called? 
A. It wa. a departure from - an opposed departure from Manila Bay. I'. sorry, I don't know ,if 

you wish me to go back to the training period of the .••• 

Q. No, no, departure. 
A. Yes. 

Q. And when you left Manila Bay. this was actually to be the begirming of the tran&i.t phase? 
A. That ' • correct. 

Q. Perhaps I should .sk, Wiat period of tilDe val occupied by the earlier phase? 
A. It was a four day training period in the Sublc lay area. 

Q. What exercises were carried out during that period? 
A. Ob, I would draw your attention to the exerciae ordera. 'l1Iey are .ite a cOIIpr .... en.lve 

.eries of exercisea. In fact a very comprehensive leries whiCh got UI all faailiar with each other 
and I think our group .ade a pOint that _enever the ta.ividual grouping' of nereiaes vere over, 
ve got back together again and _te..ad at niaht in co.p.ny aa .uch a. po.aible. 

Q. W.ll, C01ll1118 back to the point .... r. the force left _Ua Bay at the be,lIming of the 
tran.it ph •• e, what ship. vere in ccnapany with MBLIOUIJIE _en ae l.ft? 

A. .JAMES E. UIS. PlAIa E. EVAIIS •• iii&if r. L&I8C*. cgo'AI'I4 .... -:~::~~.ut:::~;;:':'~~:,,,.;,,, 
a •• oeiated with that _it. '!ber. wara rDUa other obi,. ... icla l.ft cia. a 

Q. 1 think that it ..... be t ..... that the tr •• it plaa •• &cmallr ..... GIl til. sod. '!if 
that it CGIltl.maed. did it DOt ..... tU '-t the :lad of .JaDa ..... it .... I.1ltenupted for "OIpl'.t ...... it1r,;; 

A. tiabt. 

Q. ...... ""rl.1ll that ,.dod. til. fl.rat baU of it. during traait. ,.... ....... ,t~ .. a· .I .. ~~,jj 
c_r witll,..... Did tile)' fomo dl_.l .... I.1l •• cne. widoooat Id .. tl.f)'ti!I 

A. Y.a, they wre for.d iDto • acre.. 

_._---.~_._----- ... -_.- --.----~---~.- ._ ... '--_._----------
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Q. And were •..• 
A. If I could Itop you once, I think the replenishment was on the first. 

Q. Oh? 

A. I've been scratching on my mind here, first or .econd. air? I'm lorry. It wa. the aecond 
of June. 

Q. Well, there is no particular importance 
to the period from departure to replenishment. 
wer~ carried out? 

attaching to date.. But I am directing your mind 
Screen wa' provided. you •• y. and flying operations 

A. Yea, 

Q. And did they involve the use of a plane guard destroyer? 
A. At night, yea. 

Q. And during that period did that role fall upon EVANS? 
A. Yes, it did. 

Q. Can you recollect how often in that period that EVANS was plane guard? 
A. She had one night of duty, but during that time Ihe waa tucked in 8stern the Whole time. 

We didn't lend her out to the screen and back. 

the 
Q. Well. was there, perhaps yOu will just answer to this 
morning. somewhere between the 30th and the 31st of May? 
A. Yes. 

Q. And did that involve a destroyer of the screen? 
A. Yes, it did. 

in the affirmative, some incident on 
Is that right 1 

Q. And at the time of the incident. what maneuver was being performed? 
A. The destroyer was moving from the screen to plane guard. 

Q. And did you see this operation yourself? 
A. Yes, I certainly did. 

Q. And was it in your opinion safely conducted? 
A. No, it was not. 

Q. And What was the closest distance that the destroyer came to the ~rrier1 
A. I think probably 150 to 200 feet. Something in that nature. 

Q. Well. now, after that inCident, was any change made ~th respect to the screen or the plane 
guard before replenishment? 

A. Before replenish~nt? 

Q. Yes. After the occurrence of that incident and before the replenishment took place, was 
there any change in the system with respect to plane guard de.troyers? 

A. 1 believe the change took place after replenishment exercise. 

Q. Well, during the night of the 31st to the 1st and the 1st to the 2nd, how was the plane 
guard stationed? 

A. The EVANS - it was only one night and the EVANS was stationed astern and stayed there. 

Q. Stayed there all night? 
A. That's right. 

Q. Now, during the replenishment period were you present at any discussion which took place 
on the subject of stationing the plane guard? 

A. Only briefly. The - I knew that COHOEsaON 23 was coming across to .ee the admiral, but we 
were replenishing at the time from a tanker. The admiral brought Captain Doak up to see me While 
I was on the bridge handling this replenishment and we had a few words, just was he happy with the 
way we were handling things and he said, yes, be thought things were going ftDe. ADd then h~ went 
on his way. 

Q. Dld you hear any discussion between hi. and Admiral crabb with respect to the plac.-ent of 
the rescue destroyer? 

A. No. 

Q. When wa. it that you got underway after replenishment? 
A. I'd be guessing a little bit here. it would be available in the lOS •• I would think about 

1700; 1600 or 1700. 

Q. 0.. tho 2nd of June? 
A. 0.. tho 2nd. 

Q. And "" .... y .... lot underway, did y .... notico any chanao. in tho .cr_ of d.otro,.r. c-Ue<! 
with tho •• ""ich be<! been 111 oper.tion before rep1nilh_d 

A. I b ... &1r .... ,. diacu •• od with tho _r.1 .... t b .... aol.D& to do, 
tna tnto force to •••• 
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Q. 
A. 

Well, what were the changes you observed? 
The destroyers on the inner screen were moved out to • Minimum distance of 3000 y.rds •.•• 

Senior Member: Excuse me. Is this. cl.ssified area, counsel? 

Counlel for the board: Yes, it is. I w.s .bout to ItOP When my .ttention wal 4istracted. I 
think I mis~stated the position in t.lking about getting underw.y after replenishment. It w •• con­
ducted While the ship was underway, was it not? Is that not 10? 

A. Yes. it was. 

Q. Well, no. the screen dlspolition w.s changed? 
A. Yea. 

Q. Tbe n.ture of the change ve can deal with 1n closed lelS1on. And litere was the rescue 
destroyer drawn from? 

A. From the wing of the screen. 

Q. And Where was EVANS stationed in the screen? 
A. On the wing, starboard wing. 

Q. Had you promulgated the carrierls flying program for the period ~lob w.s in progress? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have a copy of the Signals by means of which that was b.lng done without identifying 
date time group? 

A. Yes. I have, and one minor amendment to it. 

Q. May I have the signal and the amendment, plea8~.? 

(The witness did as directed). 

A. You might want them to check on times. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers thla signal and the one amend_nt in ev1deace as Exhibit 19. 

Witness: The amendment was just to brins 1n Wessex choppers which we wanted to bring in later on. 

Senior Member: (Nodded in the affirmative indicating the document was accepted im evidence .s 
Exhibit 19). 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR llIE BOARD (Cont'dJ 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Gl.ss): 

Q. Captain Stevenson, do you wish this document before you? Do you? 
A. I would like that, yes. If you are cha.ing times of flying operations. 

Q. What period of time is covered by that flying progra.? 
A. Six 0 I clock on the morning of the 2nd to eight 0 tclock on the 1DDrli.ing of the 3rd. 

Q. During that evening was there - the evening of the day of the 2nd of June. wa. there an 
exercise held? 

A. Yes. there was a particular type. We were exercising the whole time. There w.s • particular 
type, a night encounter type. 

Q. Yes. What was the deSignation of that exerciae? 
A. Surface attack group was going to move In on the convoy. 

Q. And approximately when did it begin aad end? 
A. They detached during the day. Well, it began at dusk and lasted .ntil about 2230. 

Q. 
pleted. 

Now I alk you about the period before that exercise began, and .fter repleals~t vas ea.~ 
Were flying operations performed during that period! 

A. 

Q. 
period? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

Yes, they were. 

Are you able to rec.ll which destroyer was given ~e role of rescue destroyer during that 

YeS. EVANS vas rescue destroyer. 

During the period of the Surface Att.ck Group Exercise, vas flying coat1nuedt 
Ye., it v ••• 

v ••• pl •• pad aUll uaed? 
Ye., it .... 

v •• -'1 .la-a ... ' .. pareo~? 
Yel. _at of th. t .... 

waa then -'1 'bc_U ..... c. of th •• la-.... laJ tIIat -laJ or DiaI!*" ,,' •• ""'.;*' 
A. 

we had 
Yea, ..... 'etaebad tro. tha c_....., ... 'la_ttauad _til - ... 11 .... tda,t, ''i''~.~il(;l~:i 

br ...... _11 ctaR of til. _v...,. .... ..... til ... dace tllreat ........ _~. 
,';,,,;:').,,,,, 
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get away from the surface threat, I stopped the zig-zag while I moved clear to eastward. I didn't 
resume it until I was back 1n contact with the .creen again who had gone out to meet that lurt.c. 
threat. 

Q. Old you at aome Itage on the night of the 2nd of June, assume or take over command from 
Admiral Crabb? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Approximately when did that take place? 
A. Between 2230 and 2300. 

q. And of what coaaand was transfer made? 
A. The command of task unit 472.1.0. 

Q. And in what manner was the transfer made? 
A. It was made on • personal level from the admiral to myself. then to the unit &. va. indicated 

by call sian. 1 used my call sign 8S CTU and the admiral'. call sign w •• no laager used &. CTG. 

Q. From the conclusion of the Surface Attack Group ExerCise, What was the objective of the force 
for the rest of the nlgb~? 

A. I had intelligence that one submarine was near by, lying in wait for the convoy and I was 
going to mount an allout effort to locate and destroy that submarine. 

Q. And what vessels did you have in company with you? 
A. I had the aame five e8corta in company with me that I related before. 

Senior Member: We will recess for five minutea. 

The board recessed at 1519 hours, 13 JUne 1969. 

12 
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The bOArd opened at 1528 hours, 13 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the bo~rd recessed were again present. 
Captain Stevenson was reminded that he was stIll under oath and resumed his seat as a witness. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOIl TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counael for the board (CDa GLASS): 

Q. Before the recess you mentioned the objective. that the force was pursuing during the nlght 
of the 2nd and 3rd, after the discontinuance of aurface attack group exercise. Was it your practice 
to keep a Night Order Book? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And would you pr~duce that book? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Would you be good enough to read y01.lr entry for the n1(!ht In question? 
A. It Is headed exercise Sea Spirit. Course 220. Speed 18. Zig-zag 13 Sierra. With a Zero 

time of 

Q. Leaving out date time groups or any classified information. 
A. Five ships screen on. augmented by belos. Force operating offenslvely against submarine 

30 to 40 miles ahead of convoy. Ships darkened, no navigation lights. Keep a very careful watch 
on the screen and give me good warning of approaching merchant shipping, 12 adlea or more. Call 
me as usual, twentyadnutes before flying and at 0500. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel offers that document into evidence a. Exhibit 20. 

Senior Member: Very well. 

Q. I have asked you earlier about the stationing of the rescue destroyer for flying opera,tiona, 
was that done for helicopters, fixed-wing aircraft or both? 

A. Only fixed-wing. 

Q. You mentioned earlier that the zig-zag was discontinued for sometime durimg the surface 
attack group exercise. Can you tell us by whose authority that decision was made! 

A. When it was discontinued? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Admiral Crabb. 

Q. Was the zig-zag resumed sometime on the night of the 2nd and 3rd? 
A. Yes. it was. 

Q. Can you tell us approximately when that was? 
A. It would have been shortly after 2300. The time would be shown in the signal log. 

Q. And before that was ordered what direction was given to the force in regard to its course? 
A. It was ordered on 8 base course of 220. 

Q. When a zig-zag was ordered from what source was it selected? 
A. It was selected from the exercise orders, orders for tbe transit. 

Q. What was the designation of the particular zig-zag ••••• It bad a particular designation 
did it not? 

A. Yes, it did. 

Q. In connection with zig-z8ling what Iteps were taken to check tbe synchronization of clecks? 
A. The clocks would have been synchronized shortly after the zig-zag was started. Again that 

should show in the log. 

Q. What was your practice io regard to Iynchronizing the clocks of ships io ehe forcet 
A. If the ships stayed of the same type, if we didnlt chanae ships around at alII would do 

it about four times • day, if we continued zig-zaging. 

Q. And what was your practice with regard to synchronizing the individual clocks in MELBOUBJiIE? 
A. They were synchronized once a day in the morning. 

Q. Dld you give any consideration to abandoning the zig-zag during the fly1ng operations that 
night? 

A. Yes, 1 did. 

Q. ADd what v •• your decilion! 
A. I decided DOt to becou •• of the ou_ri.... I v •• quite oure that c:he _riDe .... ;"'c:lde 

20 mile. of ... t the ti_. 
, 

Q. Ye.. Were tbere any other rea_ vb1 .. b lDflueDCe<l ,.,. <leel.loa DDC: to .~:~:::~~~a~ 
A. It: v ••• d.ar 1lf.abt, ,ou could ... qulte • 1 __ " ...... 91.1b1111:7. :II 

v •• quite • 1_ ODe vb1cb I •••••• ed _ld 11ft C: ... tiM t:o .. c: beck let:o .t..el .... 
to It. ADd. I _. qulte COIlfideet 91tb C:be .caca of the .bip., tile, VOlired up ''',It· •. -. 
I felt that _ could _1. Cbi. jm>bl_. 
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Q. During the period which commenced at the end of replenishment and midnight, how many times 

was B destroyer directed to assume plane guard statton? 
A. 1 believe that it was four times, but you can check that from the log. 

Q. What destroyer was so directed? 
A. The EVANS On each occasion. 

Q. Was any other destroyer given plane guard duties between replenishment and midnight? 
A. No. 

Q. At midnight between the 2nd and 3rd of June what wa. the state of the weather? 
A. At that time practically no wind. very good visibility, good moon, clear sky, about 3/8's clouds. 

Q. What length of visibility WBS there for fully da.:kened lhip? 
A. Using glasses you could see them at 12 miles, aee .... tro~ .1 11 .t1a •. 

Q. 
A. 

DId any change in that weather occur up to the time of the collision? 
No, it did not. 

Q. During the middle watch during the ni~ht in question, what was the state of the ship 
regards darkness, the carrier? 

A. We were fully darkened and no navigation lights. 

Q. What was the state of readiness? 

.s~ 

the 
A. The flight deck was operating in two watches, 
rest of the ship practically in three watches. 

the operations crew in three watches, like 

Q. What officers were on duty on the bridge? 
A. On the bridge was the First Officer of the Watc"h and .. n Asshtan.t. That's an the bridge. 

Well, stopping there can you tell us who they were7 Q. 
A. The Officer of the Watch was Lieutenant Lamb and assisted by Sub·Lieutenant V~obieff. 

Q. 
A. 

ticket 

And to your knowledge what degree of watch keeping experience had Lieutenant IAmb had? 
Lieutenant Lamb was a very experienced watch keeping officer. I believe that be had his 

about four years. In fact t believe I gave it to hia when he was serving in VENDETTA, with me. 

Q. And the Sub· Lieutenant. Vorobieff? 
A. He was a youngster and he hadn't got his ticket yet. 

Q. Who else was on the bridge during the middle watch that n1ght? 
A. There would be a leading signalman by the name of Seevens, and a signalman by the name of 

Jacobs. 

Q. What lookouts were there? 
A. Two lookouts and a lookout supervisor up on the gun direction platform above the bridge. 

Q. Were they all there, the two lookouts and the supervisor? 
A. There might have been four lookouts and the supervisor but a minimum of two. 

Q. Was there an Operations Room Officer OD duty during that watch? 
A. Yes there was. Lieutenant Commander MOoney wal Operations Room Officer and he had a chief 

petty officer a8 an assistant. 

Q. Were there other officers on watch at or about the bridge that night? 
A. There was a Staff Duty Officer, Admiral's nuty Staff Officer in the Operation. Room or on 

the Admiral's bridge or one of the two, and there would be people in Damage Control and the Engineroom. 

Q. You have before you, sir, the signal giving details of the proposed flying operations. Are 
you able to tell us whether those operations were carried out in accordaDCe with the pcogram up until 
the time of the collision? 

A. Very close. The 2359 S21, the one that wa' due on at 2359, mat~ of fact we 'rougnt hi. 
on at the 2300 tLme. We combined tvo operations into one because the .urface action ~oup had been 
checked out by them. 

Q. Apart from that was the 
A. Not entirely, there vas 

would have been at about 2130. 

program carried out a. planned? 
an additional launch of 4 A4'. for 
That vas the ,tri.ke on the surface 

.trike duriag the night which 
group. 

Q. Would. destroyer have been stationed i.n plane guard po.itton in connection ~th that? 
A. Yea it would. 

Q. llbat deetroyer .... that' 
A. !VAlIS. 

Q. 10 that iDeluded in tha four that JOU _Dti""" en: iD edditl_' 
A. That to iDclud.d bec.uee ODe __ out ..... __ • 1 .. OD ella ~. 

Q. Well, .bortly before tbe co111olOD do JOII nea11 •• ipal beilll .... , 
.: 1 tblDk you _14 ha". to _lily that. 
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Q. Yes. Well what was the last time that plane guard position was required before the collision? 
A. Are you looking for the 81gnal which brought him back into station? When I was called and 

came on the bridge for this fly1ng operation, baYing seen the situation, aince I was ready, I aent 
the signal "Formation One" to EVANS. 

Q. "Formation One" translated into ordinary language means? 
A. That EVANS was to form 1,000 yards astern of tbe MELBOURNE. 

Q. Is that the signal which 18 ordinarily given a. part of the operation of ltationing a plane 
guard destroyer? 

A. Yes. One that I used and have used. This 18 the practice we have been in. 

Q. What Is the next stage in the operation after the destroyer hal taken up his position astern? 
A. Once he has taken up his position astern we turn to the flying cour.e which has previously 

been sign~d to the force. We turn together, but the plane guard destroyer 1s ordered to follow 
around i.n the wake of MELBOJRNE. There is a signal group for that. Once" are close to into wind 
then send him telling him to take up his rescue destroyer atation and he move. out to f~ on the 
port quarter. ~ 

Q. Well, now on this night, what was the approximate time when you were called to the bridge? 
A. I think that it was between five and ten past three, ~~ I went out myself on thl. 

occasion as I was awake. 

Q. And when was it that "Formation Oneil was signaled to EVARS? 
A. It was signaled to EVANS soon as we were steady on the leg of the zig-zag. 

Q. And approximately when was that? 
A. I think that it was either eight or nine minute_s. past three. Again, this sh~ld be in the log. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
~ .... 

Q. 
A. 

through 

And was it given in a form to be obeyed instantly or was a preparat·:)ry ,ignal? 
Preparatory signal. 

When was the signal to execute gtven? 
Fairly 800n after that, a matter of half a adnute after t~t. 

So that would make it about ~~~? 
I would say nine minutes. t~n .:l;'1"lt,~q. past three. 

In what manner 1s your order transmitted? 
I tell the leading signalman what I want, he translates it into signa lea. and puts it out 
his liTO" on the act-.Hl Ollicr.)?h.:>n:e. 

Q. So there is the signalman who makes the translation and the liTO" standing for? 
A. Tactical operator. 

Q. And he makes a voice transmission? 
A. That's right. 

Q. And ""hen that !'Iij:!l~l t) ~ .... ~.: l!:~ W'u given in that way, what: was the course of HELBOURl'iE? 
A. 260. 

Q. She had been on that course since when? 
A. She had turned to that course at seven minutes ·past three. I should thid: that we had J:Jt 

on to it, it was a forty degree alteration as far as I recall. We would have be.n on it at eight 
minutes past. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Any further questions abol1-t that we will keep for a 
classified 8es8ion. 

Q. On that course of 260, what was MELB<XJR.NE's .peed? 
A. 18 knots. 

Q. At the same time that the Signal to execute vas given, where was FRANK E. EVANS, relative 
to IlELBOURNE? 

A. Between about 15 and 25 degrees on my port bow and between three and three and • half 
thousand yards. Thele are al~ eltlmatee, I didn't actually go to the campaa. or cheek the radar to aee. 

Q. And what 1. your eatimate of her courl. at that t~t 
A. She was parallel to MELBOORNE, about 260. 

Q. After that dgnal had been given, did you ob.erve FUIIIt I. IVAllS7 
A. Ye., I WItChed hiOl do.ely _Ib lla..... 110 didn'e _ for _C I C"be ..nCAl. period 

of U_. I _lda'C vaaC to ,.y '- 1...... IC •• _ like • 1 ..... ti_ ....... ,.... aft _lU .... ,lISa - ",',"-,1' 
Co 10. Probably. half • ainuCe co • aiDUCe. 

Q. 
A. 

Did ,.... do IDytbi.,. Oft Chac .=-aU ' , , 
I had .lready avltehed "'!' naYipUOft lilbt. up co full brUU ....... nd .ll_lad Idol",!, CCi!I~",,i1 

Q. V •• Chat .11DOl pa •• ed In Cha ._ WlY ChaC ,.... ...... ducri .... ' 
A. Throuab Cbe l .. dl.,. .lpat.n, yel. 1be e ........ _1. lie". ..... eoot.d. 
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Q. And your course was? 
A. 260. 

Q. What was y~ur particular reaaon for pa •• ing that lignal for your cour •• ? 
A. The incident that you referred to previously wa. where we had • near mi •• with another destroyer. 

In dileu.sion with her commanding officer, their Officer of the Deck had .. de an error in the zlg-&ag 
and had their cours. wrong. I wanted to avoid any repetition of that .ort of thing and to be quite 
certain that there was to be no mistake I sent him my eourse. 

Q. Now you mentloned your lights being put up, when va. tbat done" 
A. That was done before we turned. 

Q. And what lights were turned on? 
A. The two masthead steaming lights, the red and are.n alde lights aod • overtaking ligbt. 

These white lights are five miles or more visibility. 

Q. Dld you give any thought to the effect of switching on those light. 1n relation to a su~rine? 
A. Yes, I did. The night of that nature wa •• 0 clear that the lubBarlne would have DO difficulty 

aeeing us. I was relying on the zig-sag to effectively keep h~ out of getting into an attacking 
position. The fact that he could see me waa not all that tmportant. 

Q. Did you continue to observe the EVANS? 
A. Yes, I did. 

Q. What did you notice? 
A. He atarted to awing to starboard. 

Q. And how far did he swing to starboard? ~. • ,q):.,,, T 
A. He swung right around to st.arboRrd to a colUsion coUrae which in . our parlance va ...... n 

inclination of 160 right. In other words, he va. coming about 20 degrees acro.s ~ course. 

Q. 
A. 

And your course then was? 
260. 

Q. 
A. 

And his bearing to you then, relative bearing? 
Which was about Red 20, something like that. 

Q. 
A. 

And at that st~l~hat was the approxtmate range? 
About 3,OOO,~us~ a little In exces8 of 3,000. 

Q. What was the next Btep that you took? 
A. I aware at hl.m in actual fact. I recall, aad tben aent hia a <;i~r~"!.;ll, ''Watch itl You're on 

a collision course." 

Q. Was that sent in plain language? 
A. Yes, it wa!';. 

Q. About what time was that sent? 
A. Guessing again I would think about 11 minute. paat three. 

Q. Same manner of passing it? 
A. Same manner of passlilg. 

Q. Was there any change in your course? 
A. None at all. 

Q. And at the time that you sent that aignal what would you eatimate the range to bave been 
reduced to? 

A. About two and a half thousand. Again, I .. gue.aing 1 think this 1a fairly difficul~ to 
asse5S rangea. From the time he turned thinga happened very quiCkly. 

Q. No doubt you continued to obaerve b~? 
A. Yea, I did. 

Q. What did you .ee1 
A. I a.w DO change .t all, except that he continued to cloa. on a collialon bearing. 

Q. And what was it at this .tage? 
A. It vas getting a little finer a. he came down, to a cro •• ing, well. point of l~ct. 

Q. It wa. letting finer. Did that continuo? 
A. That continued. 

Sonior _ber: Will .ou ... el clorify tbe ... aing of "fl ... r"? 

eou .... l for the board (CIJII. Gla •• ): y .. , .ir. 

Wit ...... PI".- lad 20 to bd 10. It .... ptti ... dour, the _ring ... pttl ... e1 .... , .•• 'l_HI 

Q. Did it: _ to ,.... tbat the d •• cra,er t..·1d .... pct to ,.c! ., 
A. There ... VIIry littl. cheaco of it. ~ ..... !alae .lIaMa, .... t ftry,,,.ry.tl,tt"~;.{""::;i 
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at that stage I didn't think any chance of it. I'm lOrry, there 11 no chance In the world of • port 
to port, no. 

Q. What was the state of EVANS' lights? 
A. They were not on. 

Q. Old you consider going a.tern? 
A. Yes, I conaidered it. But to awing the enginel to •• tern on a .hip of thi' nature 1. very 

ineffective. The only chance you have really got 1. to swing her from one side to the other. 1, 
the only effective way of avoiding anybody. 

Q. What was your judgment 8. to the best thina to be done. 
A. Well the only thing that aeemed po.aible va. to. it leema to, .-. have In mind to continue 

across my bow. The only thing that I could see when we were finally in a stage where the collision 
could not be a~olded to my mind unles8 I took action, I went to port. 

Q. 110,; much port or left rudder did you order? 
A. I ordered 30 degrees of left rudder, which 1. a. good a. full left rudder. 

Q. Did you take any other action in the ship? 
A. I sounded two ahort blasts on the .iren and .ent him a ligna1 .aying my rudder 1. bard left. 

Q. Did the ship respond? 
A. Yes, in the normal fashion that lt doe.. It takes tlme before lt move •• 

Q. Was there any alteration in the cour~e of EVANS before MELBOURNE began to move left? 
A. At about this .tage, this 18 the flrst time I took my gla •• e. off of her while I had this 

action golng, by the tlme I had looked the slgnal had Come through from her that her. rudder wa. 
hard right and by the time I got my gl •• se8 on her agaln ahe -Vas starting·to come right or so 
indicated that she at that stage was going to paBs down my starboard aide 1f ahe had atayed on the 
heading that she was on. 

Q. At the time EVANS started coming right, was MELBOURNE moving left? 
A. She was Btarting to move. 

Q. If EVANS had continued on a steady course what would have happened? 
A. I think my aerial. might have clipped her stern, but 1 think we would have cleared her baBically. 

Q. In what manner did EVANS start turning right? 
A. She spun to the right very quickly. 

Q. Were you able to judge at what speed? 
A. No I wasn't. 

Q. What was the apprOXimate range of EVANS when .he atarted coming rigbt? 
A. Do you want me to sort of guess at this? 

Q. If you can only guess, sir, we don't, only if you have an inforaed e.timate. 
A. No informed estimate. It would be only an estimate of my own judgment. I doubt if that 

is going to be accurate enough for you in trying to reconstruct. 

Q. What was the angle between the two shipa beads when the collislon oceurred? 
A. I think she was about 60 degrees angled down toward my .tertia In other words; the angle 

between her bow and my .tern was about 60 degrees. 

Q. 
points 

A. 

If I give you this pencil, sir. could you illu.trste 
of time by drawing on the chart to your left? 

I have done this, I think it will belp. 

the angle between the two ships at different 

Q. Well, firstly, could you .how the relative bearing of the two ships at the t1me the signal 
was given to execute the fly1ng order? 

A. Right. 

Senior Member: Would counsel rephrase the question. It i. lomewhat t.precil. in that it refers 
to the time in executing the flying order • 

Q. It. aorry. I .. ant to aay that the time the order val given to execute and take up plane 
guard position, the time of the lignal, formation ORE. Is that what youtre doing air? 

A. That'. about the time of the "ozmatlon ClJlII, the ''-Y cour •• " and the uvlS.tion lighta. 

Q. 
put ''M'' 
that7 

Yea. Well now, the larger outline at tbe top of the plan repre.entl the carrier, can you 
on·thaU ADd cOIlld ,.... put "I" IIDd.neath it, 1 • .,,1l1li ._ for _tha" dnwl ...... ' • ..,..tII. 

A. Ye •• 

Q. _ at tha tm. ,.... .1 .... lad to BAllI, .... cau .. 18 260," _ tha nlatlft po.lt1_ of 
the .hlp. ellalllled or DOt! 

A. CaalpanU ... ly tha _. 

Q. At the tm. _ ,.... .i .... lled to Ida "you ........ a ~ll18i .... _," will,... ; .... ,;ClIii· . 
• hip. at nat poiDt of tm., pI .... ' .> .. ,. 

A. Ye •• 
.7 
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Q. Would you put --. oh you have nE" on E"'NS • YA ,ye8. 

Senior Member: Hay I review. What time does number 2 represent? 
A. The time would have to be from the log, lir. I would think it • minute and a half to two 

minutes .fter the 11gnal wa. executed. 

Q. 
are on 

A. 

The question wa ••• ked in terms of the relative position at the time you signalled "You 
• collision eourse," whenever that w ••• 
Beg your pardon. 

Q. This represent. the 
course," whenever that was. 

relative position at the time: you signalled, "You are on a eoll1sion 
Is that correct? 

A. That's eOt-rect. 

Q. Now could you --. Now what do thOle dotted linea represent? 
A. That's the bearing. that ts EVANS. 

Q. The lower dotted line represent. the bearing of EVANS from MELBOURNE, and the upper 
represents her course. Now could you turn that page up 80 ___ _ 

one 

Senior Member: In diagram number one, Captain would you clearly .how EVANS' head by an arrow? 

Counsel for the board: Anything further from the board before we turn 1t over? 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOI.RD 

Q. Ca~tain Stevenson, in both these drawings the bearing appears to be approximately the 
same. That 1s 20 to 25 degrees? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Despite the fact that in one diagram he bas turned through a considerable course angle. 
A. Sir, t can only give you to my mind, I can do some juggling 1n my ~nd as to hovmuch his 

transfer would be from an alteration of course. But it would be quite untrue to say I eDuld assess 
any better. To my m1nd he was about 20-25 before his change and roughly in that same pa.itlon when 
he ended it. I could asse •• to you that becaule of hil turn he would come around two degrees off 
a bearing because of that, but it wouldn't be any use •••• it's only reconstruction after the event. 
To my mind he was up there as I looked througb my glaa.es about 20-25. I don't want to try and 
reconstruct an actual thing back from the point of impact. You'd get an entirely differwnt story 
out of it. 

Q. At the time of drawing 2 the signal was given "You are on a collision course," hlOW did 
you determln~ that that was the case? 

A. Purely by the fact that he was angled across my bow on his bearing. By saying that you 
are on a collision course, he was on a dangerous course, he was angled over my bow or he was going 
to be very close to me if he continued on his course. Purely visual through my glasses. There 
was no question of seeing that he vas on a steady bearing, his .ove was too dangerous to waste 
time on checking whether his bearing was steady or not. 

Q. Did you have a source of information with respect to his bearing from moment to moment and 
if 80, what was it? 

A. I didn't take his bearing at one time. I just watched him through ~ gla •• es. I believe 
that the Officer of the Watch at .ometime took his bearing. No, I did not check h1s bearing. 

Q. And I take lt that to the best of your knowledge no one else did? 
A. I think the Officer of" tbe Watch did. It i. of no use to me, the report, if he had taken it. 

Q. Was anyone providing you with information with respect to his range! 
A. No, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

me that 

Was anybody on your bridge measuring his range? 
No, sir. Again it would have been of no use to me. 
is all. 

I was just golng to keep hLm away from 

EXAHINATIIII BY CWllSEL F(Jl TIE BOAlUl 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q. Sir, when the paae bas been turned over would you make figure 3. an illustration of the 
r~l.tlve position of the two .hips at the time you atarted goinS bard left? 

Senior _her: Will l:oun .. 1 n.uu the ti_ of thid 

Counoe1 for the _rd (CIJI. C1 ... ): At the tt.a ....... you •• ve the order. "tun herd left". 

The vit .... drew • diqr_ Oil the _rd. 

Q. _ the dotted nne rwm1111 f~ the _ la the .... _rae. 1a it _U , . 
A. Ye •• It i. "'17 herd _in but the _1. _ to he • littl. broader. it __ .",loout'40",,"."· 

de.r ••• vhen he crood .,. traclt. 
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Q. Could you mark that Figure 3, please? 
The witness did aa directed. 

Q. And lastly for Figure 4 could you draw the angle between the two ship. heads when they came 
together? 

The witness drew a diagram on the board. 
A. This again ia estimate. on course. 

Q. And you estimate that the course of HELBOORNE at the time of collisioD. vas? 
A. I think we got around about 20 degree.. It'. pretty hard to a •• es. this. 

Q. Could you mark that Figure 4, pleaae? 
The witness did 8S directed. 
A. This angle between the two came to about 60 degrees across~ 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers those four diagrams iu evidence as Exhibits 
21 snd 22. Plan 1 and 2 1. Exhibit 21 and Plan 3 and 4 ia Exhibit 22. 

Witness: May I point out that they are not to leale in any way. 

Q. What orders were given at about the time of collision with respect to ships engines? 
A. The engines were stopped just before impact and put full .atern in a sort of o~two step. 

Q. What did you observe was the "effect of the collision on EVANS? 
A. She was cut 1n two. 

Q. And what happened to the two halves? 
A. I didn't aee the port half. The starboard half" came -down my starboard lide and I went 

out on the starboard side of the bridge and watched it to assess what I should do with the 
engines and I managed to get the way off the ship by the time. just before .he reached., stern. 
A little bit of a kick on the port engine to kick my stern into her. By this time I co~ld aee 
the nets going over to her from aft and with an occasional touch astern we kept them that way. 

Q. Were any other means adopted to keep the after section of EVANS alon&side? 
A. Yes, linea were put across from us. 

Q. What pipes were sounded to tell the ship's company what to do? 
A. Well, shortly after 1 went hard over and beard that she had gone hard right I sent handa 

to collision stations and assumed Damage Control State 1 Zulu, this is the hlghest state we have 
got. At around the paint of Lmpact we went to emergency stations which is slightly different. 
There is no real station of collision stations except to warn people that something Is happening. 
We then went to emergency stations and shortly after the impact I piped out all boats let go 
liferafts and life-buoys, and punched the bells to let go the life buoys. 

Q. What was done to get aircraft into the air? 
A. We had two helicopters in the air and in fact I immediately started bringing up the 

other helicopters from lawn below and respotting the deck and we had another three helos on deck 
shortly and ready to be airborne within ten minutes. We then kept three airborne for a time 
then reducing to two and flew two all around the clock. 

Q. During the rescue operations which ensued, where did you station yourself? 
A. I stayed on the bridge to take reports. 

Q. Sir, that is another phase of the inquiry which we may not pursue at this tlme. May t, 
reverting back to the earlier questions, ask you these questions? What was the base courae of 
the force during the events leading up to the collision? 

A. 220. 

Q. What was the flight course to be assumed vben the time CUIe:? 
A. It probably would have been the leg of the zig-ug that: we happened to be on at tile .time. 

There w •• no wind. I was waiting for EVAlfS to get back into station before I atarted building up 
the speed, since ahe waa .atern we would have built up speed depending on the leg of the alg-zag 
that we were on at the time we probably would have flown on that leg. But I. would not haft set 
the flying eourse until I could have .een where we would be. 

Q. With respect to .ync.hionizing clock.s of the force. who would have _de that .1gnal'l 
A. I would hIIve made that .ignal shortly after starting the aig-zag. 

Q. In vhoae name? 
A. In my ....... 

Q. ADd JOUr _ in that co ....... Uon, 
A. C!U. 

Q. At thb etas ...... t vae t ... direction i .. which C'" "eCrGJer .cr ....... oriented' 
A. 220. 

Q. 118" c"'re .... n ..., .... _ i .. thet orientaUon dun ... the 1I1ahtf 
A. Oh ;pee, __ ............. i ... it ...,.te ~_t17. 
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Q. No doubt the details of that would fall in the classified area? 
A. Well, they certainly would be in the logs. I wouldn't be able to give you great details 

of them at the moment, but we were endeavoring to keep in a certain position ahead of the convoy 
which required me to steer slightly broader legs across the front of the convoy. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Woald that be a convenient time to take. recess, sir? 

Senior Member: Yes 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Well then, Counsel have no further questions. 

EXAMINATION BY TIll! BOo\RD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. My recollection 1s that you said perhaps between 2230 snd 2300, tactical command of the 
MELBOURNE group with her screen was transferred from the Admiral to yourself. 

A. Right, sir. 

Q. And you used the term "transferred on a personal basis"? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you elaborate on that, please? 
A. The Cps room is just below the bridge on the MELBOURNE. The Admiral was in the Operat1.ons 

Room and I was on the bridge. I got a message from the Fleet Operations Officer that the Admiral 
wished to transfer tactical coumand to me. I said "Fine, ready to tak.e it nowl!; that would he 
give me any particular instructions that he has~me to the Operations Room Officer to pass 
up. The Operations Room Officer came up shortly afterwards with a note from the Admiral on the 
basis wishing me to remain 30 to 40 miles ahead of the ~onvoy .cting in a support role. I 
think that there is a record of the note that was conveyed. 

Q. Is this a hand written note? 
A. A hand written note, yes, air. 

Q. By whom was this WTitten? 
A. I believe that it was dictated to my Operations Room Officer or Fleet Operations Officer 

and brought up to me by the Operations Room Officer. 

Q. Did you regard it as coming from the Admiral? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

that I 

Q. 
A. 

Did it say anything about the transfer of tactical command? 
I would like to check back on that note. Whether it did or not, air, I was in' no doubt 

had tactical caamand. 

As from what moment did you have tactical command? 
I couldn't give you the exact timing, sir, but I was quite happy to take it from about 2230. 

Q. Is there a record as to the moment that you assumed tactical command? 
A. Any change of call signs which you see in the log, well at the moment it would have been 

shortly afterwards. When the call sign of CTU was used, that would be about the timing. 

Q. Did you issue a signal to the ships in company stating that you had assumed tactical command? 
A. No sir, I did not. 

Q. Turning now to the moments after EVANS had been ordered to station in "Formation One" -
do you know whether or not anyone in the operations room was observing intermittently or continuously 
the range and bearing of EVANS with respect to MELBOURNE? 

A. No, sir, this was not the role of the Operations Room to keep an eye on the acreen at all. 
The control of the screen remained On the bridge. The Operations Room bad more of a di,tant 
picture, but just might be on the Local Operations Plot for the tracking of one or two of ~he screening 
,hips. I doubt if they would keep them all. The MELBOURNE wa. given the particular ta,k of keeping 
track of the screening ships by radar or reporting them. That was the Officer of the Watch's task 
and mine when I came out on the bridge. 

Q. 
unususl 
this or 

A. 

If I understand you correctly then, upon the development of a potentially danaerous OT 

situation involving the screening ships you would not expect the Operations Room to observe 
call your attention to this? 
That 1s correct, sir, I would not. 

Q. Doe, the Officer of the Watch on the bridge have available to him a radar, source of radar 
inforutiont 

A. Ye., air. You have the radar picture right be.ide IWa and drllVll OQ the face of tile nder 
are the boxea, the aectors in which the ahipa are operating;. Be could tell at • alanee when ODe 
ia out of the lector. So he would keep a viauel watch aDd check the radar ICope to lee whether 
they are 1n or out of their statioDl. Thl. il reported to _ If anybody 18 out of their Hctor. 

Q. 10 the Officer of the Watch e>tpected to do tM. per.oull)'! 
A. Yel, 8ir. 
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Q. Is anyone else expected to do this? 
A. He and his assistant work it together, sir. Doing a task at a time they both keep at not 

a continuous watch, but 8 casual watch on it. It 1s not something where you expect 8omethln~ to 
develop rapidly. A screen unit might wander off, and he would bring him back to his senses. Once 
8 change of station is taking place then everyone is on the alert and everyone 1s watching. It 
is something that you can track down. It is a different story if you are an escort, then you wlll 
be w8tchin~ the radar very closely to see 1f your station 1s off. 

Q. You have stated that a zig-zag turn in due course wss made at time 0307 and that the new 
course at that time was 260. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall what the next zig-zag turn w8s7 
A. 20 degrees to port at minute thirteen, sir. 

Q. So that at time thirteen the new course would be 240? 
A. Should have been, yes, sir. 

Q. Would have been? 
A. Would have been if the ship had altered to it. 

Senior Hember: We will now have 8 five minute rece8S. 

The board recessed at 1624 hours. 13 June 1969. 

flECtASSlflED 
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The board reconvened in o~en session at 1643 hours, 13 june 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present -Len the board d 
Ml recesse were again present. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board now being 1n open session, it is pOinted out by 
counsel that any person who is to be called a8 a witness or may be called as a witness sheuld leave 
thE" room and withdraw. 'l1le board recalls Captain Stevenson. 

Captain J. P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, was called 8S a witness by counsel for the 
board, and testified as fOllows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Captain Stevenson, sir, you mentioned a hand-written nOte with respect to transfer of command, 
would you look at this document produced to you please? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that the note to which you referred? 
A. That's the note to Which I referred. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that document in evidence as Exhibit 23. 

Senior Member: Permission is granted to receive that document into evidence. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Q. In your evidence sir, you mentioned that between the position indicated in figure two when 
the relative bearing was 20 to 25 degrees of EVANS from MELBOURNE and figure three the relative 
bearing became finer, do you remember saying that? 

A. Yes i~s an impression but of courSe •• yes i~s an impreSSion. 

Q. And the angle between the heading of EVANS and the heading of MELBOURNE had opened up to 40 
degrees as you show? _",c.-

A. Yes, again it's an impression, irs the impression at the!time, it seemed to be, trying to 
cast your mind back sir, 1 can see the picture of it in my minJ~~ 1 c.n see the picture of it in my 
mind now. It's that or even perhaps broader but there is no impression in my mind of her coming down 
on a colliSion course SJI that distance, .... cross .. my bow. Then she seemed broad when she was 
across it. ."...,.... ~ 

Q. What would her relative bearing from MELBOURNE have been in figure three as shown by you? 
A. Well pretty much the same, pretty much the same. 

Q. And in figure three, it is the starboard side of EVANS which is exposed to MELBOURNE, and 
in figure four it is the port side. What was the transition between those two figures?, 

A. She had crossed my bow before I had turned or she was across ~ bow, and if I hadn't 
turned I would have cut her in two. And as 1 went over she had skidded around. 

Q. I Well that skidding around operation was a turn by EVANS to her -
A. To her starboard. 

Q. And was that a gradual or a •••• 
A. Oh no. it was a very sharp turn. You could see the kick of the water sideways, her stprr 

swung, you could see the ship(8w1nging a& she was coming in close. 
S.'~I'f 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has DO further questions at thi8 stage. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member. 

Q. Qaptain Stevenson, you listed the persons on the bridge just prior to the time of th~ 
collision. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you say when, can you say Where wa' the navigatin officer at that time? 
A. He was on the bridge at the collision. He c.-e ont the bridge about two or three minutes 

after I did. We normally get up together for any or activities. 1 would .ay he was 
on the bridge by the time or probably between the ti18e I told her to coate lnto Itation •• tern ad 
the ti ... 1 oaid youte on 0 co111oioo couroo, I would thiu he .... ~ tho bridao obout the tI .. ' 1 
you're on • colli.ion courae. Be played a very bil part to help De in all activiti •• fcoa 
thereon. 'lbere v •• a great de.l of lntereblDl. of tnfonaatlon be en ua. We work pretty well 
together. He worked the airen, and BUU.sted _line IIOV .... t. ad. ~ worked back and 
~-, t--~ 

Q. From the ...ant of the tTa_i.alOft of the .lpal ''Poraatlon One''until the IlDalel\t of 
collision, do you recall aeelnl .. y U.gbta of .. y character Oft !VANS? 
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A. Yes, I had a slight feeling 
subsequent conversations I had with 
navigator on the bridge immediately 

that she had dim side lights, but it was not borne Out by any 
people. I had a vague feeling, I discussed it with my 
after the collision, and he didn't feel she had any side lights. 

Q. 
A. 

Did YOu direct or request EVANS at any time during thi i d id 1 h ' s per 0 to turn on 8 e ig ts. 
No. sir. I could see her clear 8S daylight. 

period was the bearing of EVANS from your bridge at any time Observed to be on Q. During this 
your starboard bow? 

A. Yes, just prior to the collision. ~ 
--.)..~ fS. 

Q. Was this before, you ordered left rudder? ~c.1t'W\ ~ DQ'V' 
A. No. When I ordered left rudder, 1 would say her ~ was about crOSSing ~ track an up 

ahead from port to starboard. This was the i -~ I h acc •• on wnen went over and sent the slgnal,4l", By 
t e time that activity was over and 1 looked up again we had started to swing and/was on my 
starboard bow swinging into me, that was the next thing I saw. S~ 

Q. 
time of 

A. 

During this period from the moment you transmitted the signal IIFormation ONE" til I 
collision, how many messag-s were transmitted from MELBOURNE to EVANS? 
From the time of "Formation ONEil till the time "you're on a collision course?1I 

the 

the 
Q. No, from the time of the completion of the signal "Formation ONEil, the execution of it, )till 
moment of collision, would you review the signals? 
A • ..hJst the two slgnals, "You're on a collision course," and "My rudder is hard left." 

Q. Was there not a signal in which you stated what your course wa.? 
A. That was before, sir. 

Q. That happened before? 
A. Yes sir. Before he, in my memory of it,(without checking back on the logs, "Formation. ONE" 

was executed. 1 beg your pardon, before he ~, the "My course 260" W88 sent, but before he 
had moved, there was the "Formation ONE", the execute, before he moved liMy course 260", and the 
lights went on. 

Q. And then two more after that? 
A. Two more after that, the collision course and my rudder hard left. 

Q. At the time that you ordered left rudder, 1 believe that you said it was )0 degrees. Could 
you see EVANS complete down to the water line, down to her water line? 

A. Yes, Sir, 1 believe so. 

Q. So that to the best of your knowledge at that ti~ she wa~ far enough away to be completely 
out of your shadow area? 

A. Yes, she was out of my shadow, sir. 

Q. Can you estimate her distance from MELBOURNE at that time? 
A. Again pretty hard sir, 1 would say. I'm guessing at 5 cables. 

Q. Captain, since this 1s a combined board may we also put that in yards? 
A. I'm sorry, sir, a thousand yards. 

Q. One thousand yards? 
A. About a thousand yards. Hight have been a little more or a little less, again itls pretty 

ha~d to assess, in my mind the only thing 1 would act on at this stage was to say is that with nn 
alteration by either ship the collision would have occurred. 1 don't think the distance or guessing 
of distances is going to help much, my judgment of this case was that if nothiDg bad happened, we 
would have collided. 

Q. And at the moment that you put on, that you ordered 
that her distance vas 5 cables or • thousand y.rda •••• 

A. That's a rough estimate. yes. 

...... 
thirty degrees(rudder and you estimate 

Q. What ~~her bearing? 
A. Her ~ was about to the line of my tr.ck. 

10, 5, between 10 and 5, sir. 
Again, it's an estimate of her inclination, 

Q. Red or green? 
A. Red. 

Q. And at th.t moment where were you physically aituated? 
A. Standing right 1n frODt of the coarp." with 1DY 11 •• aes 

between my ch.ir and the compas •• 
on, sorry jUlt to port of the comp •••• 

Q. Can you .s.ilt the bo.rd in determining the exact time of the COllision? 
A. NO, I can't air. 1 dido't look .t _y cloclta at this tbae, thing, vere happening pretty 

f.st, 8ir. 1 would hope it would be recorded in the operations roo. or the engine room. the exact 
time. But it would be roundabout. 1 .ean 1 have looked at log. and talked .fter that. I would 
think about 0315. I couldn't 80 any closer than th.t. 

Q. !bring the period frOll the t1ae of execution of the stanal formation 0IfE untll the tlae of 
coillsion, did you hear anyone within your presence, or any voice on the bridle at all. ,.y any­
thing about range of EVANS from MELBOUINE? 
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A. 1 think at one moment I asked the Officer of the Watch for a range. This again 15 ••. but 1 

don't think that by the time he got it, it was any use to me and 1 wasn't paying any attention to 
it. Things were moving, and I don't recall ever getting 8n answer. J'm not eyen certain I asked 
it. Its just something 1n the back of my mind that I may have shouted for a range. 

Q. Did you during this same period, instruct anyone to take EVANS bearing, to watch the bearing 
orit'. trend? 

A. No, 1 had it personally, I was watching it myself, not the bearing, but I was watching the 
~hip. I'm fully aware of wh~n a ship 1s on a steady bearing and 8 dangerous one. 

Q. Was anyone taking bearings using the bearing circle on the pelorus? 
A. Yes, 1 believe the Officer of the Wltch had a look at it a couple of times. Lieutenant Lamb. 

Q. Captain, in diagram number two, your estimates of the bearing of EVANS is such that she was 
20 to 2S degrees on your port bow. In the next diagram the same angle is labeled, and again I'm 
sure it's an estimate, 40 degrees. 

A.~at's a 40 degree angle across I'm trying to imply there (witness illustrates by pointing 
to the diagram) this is the 40 degrees. 11m just trying to give the inclination of the ship across 
my track, not the bearing of it, but the angle between her track and my track. her inclination across 
~ I don't know if that's clear or not. I'll write inclination on there. 

EXAMINATION BY OOUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

~lcstions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. That 10 degree angle that you've shown in figure three. what bearing does ~ represent? 
A. That's the line of sight. the bearing between our track and her bearing relative to my 

track. noes that help or confuse the issue. sir? 
~ ", . . 

Q. That relative bearing of EVANS J;c(MELfK)URNE is indicated by a dotted line and the angle is 
10 degrees. Is that right? 

A. That's right. 

EXAMINATION BY mE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Captain, would it be possible for you to clarify in any more detail the motion of EVANS rel­
ative to MELBOURNE during the period at time between diagram 3 and diagram 4? 

A. (Answer was illegible to eourt reporter) 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): For the record Captain. eculd you just repeat the answer you 
just gave in answer to the Senior Member? 

A. 1 can't quite remember What I said except that it would be a very rough estimate 8S to what 
I could recall. I took my eyes off the ship during this period. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Captain. may I make one observation before you proceed? In MELBOURNE your station is over 
on the starboard side •••• 

A. Port side. sir. 00 you mean the island? Yes. air. the island is on the starboard Side. yes 
sir. 

Q. Ant that is where you were situated? 
A. Yes sir. 

Q. In a close in situation this might make some difference in any e8timates one could make of 
bearings with respect to ships ahead. You could take that into account in the diagrams you are 
about to draw. 

A. 1 don't believe it makes a very big difference. sir. in anything under a few cabies. (Wit­
ness draws diagram) I believe it 1s something like that. 

EXAMINATIOII BY OOUNSEL FOR mE BOARD 

~e8tion8 by cOUPsel for the board (CDR Glaaa): 

Q. 
if ahe 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

my bow, 

Captain, 1n that diagram doea the dotted line represent the projected course of the carrier 
had not altered course to left? 

Yea. 

And the heavy line cro.alng it 1. the line of the path of the deatroyer after colli.ion! 
Y •• an att~t at it .ir. It'. difficult to ... e ••• It'. an '-Pr ••• ioa that .he cro •• ed 
and'came onto the other aide of .e. I'. not aure that'. a Ireat deal of help. 

Q. Could you nuaber dDat dlagr .. five plea.e, air! 

EItAHlMATIOII BY 'DIE BOARD 
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Q. IMring the pertod from the execution of the signal "Formation ONE" until the time of colli­
sion, did you hear anything that may have been a Bound 81gna1 except those made from your awn siren? 

A. No air. To be fair, 8ir, I don't think 1 would hear it. We're a closed bridge. 

Q. Old you see a plume of steam or other evidence that EVANS may have sounded a whistle? 
A. No sir. 

Q. Did any lookouts report any sound signals? 
A. No sir. 

Q. Old anyone e1&e report any? 
A. No 811'. 

Q. As I see diagram number five, Captain, it appears that just prior to collision EVANS was 
wholly to starboard of the projected track of MELBOURNE? 

A. No, J've drawn it wrong then. That'. not the lmpre •• ion 1 want to give. The impression in 
my mind is that she got wholly to starboard when I was. little bit to pOrt. My feeling and my 
judgment was we would hit her. I got a little to port of her 80 she was to starboard of me. When 
1 was a little to port of her. she 8pun hard in. but by.n alter.tion •.•• yes, then she w.s to star­
board of me .s soon .s the ship started to 8wing. 

Q. Captain. during the exercises in Which the MELBOURNE crew had been engaged, was it customary 
to order cease ~ig-zag prior to flight operations? 

A. Yes, several times. 8ir. Usually we' were very rarely on a zig-zag unless there was a sub­
marine environment. I think probably 2 or 3 times. 

Questions by a member of the board (Captsin Anderson): 

Q. Captain. one question. Between your diagram 2 and l you indicated • change in inclination 
of EVANS from about 20 degrees across your course to about 40 desrees across your course. Did that 
indicate anything to you at the time? 

A. Not at the time. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions at this time and I suggest that we proceed 
with the classified portion of testimony of Captain Stevenson. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glas.): Could I. sir, jU8t complete one matter. Captain, would 
you be good enough to put ''M' on the track of the MELBOURNE and "E" on the track of EVANS? Counsel 
offers that last plan in evidence as Exhibit 24. and I ask one question In relation to one matter 
previously dealt with. At any time before MELBOURNE started moving left. how far towards her atar­
board bow did EVANS come? 

A. I'm not sure I really understand the question. I think it's apparent from the sketches that 
at the time MELBOURNE started to come left her stem was about on the I1ne of my track. 

Q. Did she ever get across onto the starboard side from the pOint of view of your track before 
you turned left? 

A. At this time 1 had ceased looking at her to take action. By the time I next looked the ship 
was on the move and she was on my starboard bow. 

Q. At that" stage how 1II.1ch had you moved left? 
A. 10 degrees maybe. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): I don't think, sir, that you've reacted to the application 
of this diagram in evidence as Exhibit 24. 

Senior Member: 

Counse I for the 
in closed sesaion. 
have left the room. 

Let it be adaitted into evidence as Exhibit 24. 

board (CDR Gl ••• ): Thts open sesslon is now concluded. The board will reconvene 
Will spectators please retire. (All spectators Who were present ln open session 

Only members, counsel, witnels, and the court reporter are present) •. 
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Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board 1s now in closed 8e8810n. 

EXAMINAnON BY CWNSEL Fa>. BOARD OF INVESnGAnON 

Questiona by counael for the board (CDR GI ••• ): 

Q. The first question sir 1s directed to the zig-zag plan which v •• 1n operation. How ~y 
that plan be identified? 

A. Zig-zag plan 13 SIERRA. 

Q. And how was it distributed to the members of your force? 
A. All members of the force were to have 8 document known •• ATP 3, the anti-Iubmarine 

evasive screening book, this one (indicating subject publication) and a180 the extract. were 
in this CTF 472 OPOkDER 1/69 just to rather restrict us to • few zig-zag patterns in ca.e we 
operating with ships who didn't have this particular book. 

Q. 
A. 

Was it your understanding that publication ATP 3 applied to these operations? 
Yes, it was. 

put 
were 

Q. 
A. 

use for 
back to 

How was that brought into force for purposes of SEA SPIRIT operations? 
I think only the fact that it never went out of force. it's an allied publicaticn that we 
Zig-zagging. When you use a signal out of the ACP 175, the Signal Book. it refers you 
this document for a means of starting and stopping zig-zags. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Haw was the force informed that 13 SIERRA plan was brought into operation? 
By Signal on tactical primary sometime after 2300. 

And what was the zero hour given? 
2300. 

When are you due under that plan to make the next zig-zag alterations? 
You mean after the alteration at 7 minutes paat? 

No. you've mentioned that that was the next one, seven minutes paat -­
There was an alteration at seven minutes past three. 

Q. And after that the next one was due? 
A. To 240 at 13 minutes past three. 

Q. And what alteration was that? 
A. That would have been 20 degrees to port that would have taken you to 240. 

Q. Was that alteration in your opinion ever executed by MELBOURNE? 
A. Not by MELBOURNE. I had already signalled that my courae was 260. I was staying On that 

until the escort got astern. 

EXAlIINAnON BY TIlE BQ/JU) 

Questions by senior member: 

Q. Counsel, may I interpose a questi0n.at this point. With reference to your last answer 
Captain, at the time just after the execution of "Formation ONE. II you informed EVANS that your 
course was 260. Did you then or at any time tell him that you intended to stay on that course 
until he got astern? 

A. No, I didn't sir. I hoped be would clear. well clear of me at ~hia stage. It waan't 
in my mind that I would have to. I wanted him to know what course I was on at that time hoping 
that he would then get well clear of me. He would be aware of the next atage of the zig-zag, but 
as. in fact, he came down on a dangeroua course. there wa. DO time to tell bim anything elae 
except to tell him he was on a collision course and to leave him to draw his own conclusions 
to take actiona. I could not take actiona at that point until the sltuation was gODe. 

Q. Were there any formal or informal instruction to EVANS that in 8uch • aituation where you 
were in the course of zlg-zagging that you would withhold the next turn apecified by the zig-zag 
plan until such time aa he may get past the atern of you1 

A. No. sir. In fact if he had gone well clear of me, I would have continuf!d the zig-zag as 
I had hoped he would have done. would have got cleared, well out of the. way knowing I was going to 
turn to port. I would have hoped he would have gone either the long way down to port or if he 
had been further over to have cleared my bow and got out to .tarboard to leave me clear to 
maneUver. A 20 uegree alteration Is a very ... 11 one. 

Q. Where va. the next eacort to the left of EVARS? 
A. I can ahow you the acreen air. 

Senlor ... her: Captain, I believe counael would like to offer a Icreen diagram to which we 
.. y have reference. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR Gl ••• ): Y ••• 
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EXAMINAnON BY THE BOARD (cont'd) 

Witness: Well you can see from that, sir, that there was one to the left of her. Each 
destroyer wa. instructed to keep 500 yarda clear of the 1~it8 of her sector 80 that no destroyer 
can be closer to another one than a 1000 yards, would have allowed her plenty of room to turn. 

Counsel for ~he board (CDR Glaa.): Having identified this as the board 1n 
sector sereen~force I offer that in evidence as exhibit 25 

"'" 

the ship showing the 

Senior member: t would like to confirm that the witnes. haa 80 identified it. 

Witness: Yes ail. 

Senior member: Then it 1. admdtted into evidence •• eXhibit 25. 

EXAMINAnON BY C(IJ!ISEL P(II. THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q. For purposes of clarification, 18 it not 8 fact Captain, that this 1s a replica of the 
one kept on the bridge which is fixed in position, this being •• it .ays, taken from the operations 
roan? 

A. Yes, that's correct. Could I read in one section of what I atated before on the 500 yarda 
from the limits of the sector on the inatructions. 

Q. Your drawing out a part of the MOP are you? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Which paragraph? 
A. Instructions for sector screens, annex DEL~, its on page D4 to annex DEL~. 

Q. You're referring to _. 
A ••• b(l) 1 • .,hlch it says, IIA ship is not to close nearer than 500 yards to the boundary separating 

its sector tram one occupied by another ship." 

EXAHINAnON BY THE BOARD 

Questions by senior member: 

Q. Referring to the exhibit which has just been admitted, exhibit number 25, was the ship in 
the sector adjacent to EVANS to the left of EVANS. was it BLACKP00L? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Can you give us any information on BLACKPooL's location or mo~ements from the moment of 
execution of Pbrmation ONE until the collision? 

A. No sir. All I Cb •• tell you is that 8S I came past the radar .creen onto the bridge, I 
could see that BLACKPOOL was over well clear of EVANS. That'a all I can say, she was in plenty of 
room, distance I WOuldn't say but she was over towards the port side of her sector. 

Q. Captain you have stated that you cannot a.sist us in precisely determining the time of the 
collision, can you ssy whether it wal before or after 0314? 

A. Well as closely .as I could say it would be about 0314, between 14 and 15, I know it had 
passed the time of 13 the time of the alteration of the zig-zag. 

Q. If the zig-zag turn to the teft 20 degrees to 240 which wa. due at time 0313 had been 
carried out by MELBOURNE, what would have tben been the reSUlting position? 

A. I think you're putting me in 8 bit of • hypothtical question here sir, I was in no position 
to turn with a collision situation on my hands. I had • green light on my port slde, I could not 
turn. I could guess at where she would be, but it doesn't ariae. I couldn't tell. 

Q. 
light" 

A. 

Captain you had previously stated 
should be clarified? 
tight air, her starboard aspect. 

that you saw no lights. Your usage of the term IIgreen 

EXAMlNAnON BY COUNSEL P(II. THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Captain, the arrangement of the acreen ahown on the board which is in evidence s. exhibit 25, 
from whllt time bad that been preaentT 

A. Proa vbat tille had that been 10 forcet 

Q. Ye •• 
A. I would .ay fro. about 2245, 2250. soaetime around about there, which again will a~ in 

the logs, frca the end of the SAG action. 

Q. What aort of screen had you ud .fter repleniataent had been cc:.pleted1 
A. S_ one, without the helicoptera. 
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Q. What sort of screen had you had before replenishment? 

A. Before replenishment we had one ship less, because one ship was astern. 

ship sector, to ~ memory. There was four ships in the one sector of range with 
It was a four 
one ship astern. 

Q. And who was responsible for deciding what aort of screen should be provided? 

A. Up until the time I took control of the unit, Admiral Crabb. From the time I took over it 

was my responsibility. 

Q. Did anyone else have responsibility for it? 

A. The screen commander could change the screen a. be wished, but normally wouldn't do so Without 

discussion. 

Captain Shands: I think w~lre getting into s bit of difficulty with te~ here when you s~y 

type of screen. 

Senior member: Would counsel rephrase the question to specify the arrangements of ships in thp 

screen rather than the type? 

Q. The question is intended to raise the arrangement of the ships in the screen and whose 

responsibility was thet? 
A. The screen commander had responsibility for 8creening MELBOURNE. If I wished to over-ride 

him I could have. 

Q. What was the operating effect of the type of screen that was being used that night so 

far as patrolling in sectors was permitted? 

A. The ships had to patrol their stations. Can I quote again? "Units are to patrol widely 

throughou~ their sectors choosing their speed to make ~e.t use of sonar in the condi~ions prevailing." 

Q. The quotation you make is from what publication? 

A. '~ritime Operating Procedures," page 1>-4. 

Q. Which is Exhibit 2 to these proceedings. According to your understanding, by what 

are the sectors within which each destroyer may patrol fixed? 

A. They are fixed by the method, ••• they are aignalled. They are fixed by range. the 

limits and outer limits in thousands of yarda, and by a lettered aector which they cover. 

are letters indicating a section of 360 degrees at 20 degree section •• 

method 

inner 
There 

Q. And apart from the inner and outer limits how are the size of the sectors determined? 

A. By the letter. 

Q. Which lays down a bearing from whet axis? 

A. From North. I believe. Hold on, let me have a quick check on this. Yes. North. 

Q. And what were the distances and bearings which determine the sectors in the screen on that 

night? 
A. Do you wish me to go throvgh them. or could we not refer to" this, which lays them down on 

the sketch which has been aubmitted. 

Q. Are they correctly shown in Exhibit 25, the Operations Iloom maneuvering board? 

A. Could I just check it again, please. I could put the 8ignftitng on or I could give you 

a sketch which gives you the signalled letters to read in if you wish. This has the signales~ on 

it as well, if you wish. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): May counael offer in evidence as Exhibit 26. this 

maneuvering form showing the sectors of the acreen with aome additional information in relation tc 

them. In support of the tender, can I ask you thia, Captain. Whose document i8 that. who compiled 

it? 
A. My Communications Officer compiled that from the acreen that was ordered that night. 

Q. And on whose direction? 
A. On my direction. 

Senior member: When was it compiled? 

Witness: The day after the collia1on. the day of the collision when I was making out my report. 

Counael for the board (CDR Glass): And are you .ati.fied that it accurately represents the 

Icreen that waa in force that night? 
A. Yea, I am. 

Senior _r: Very well, it will be adIaltted into ""idellCe •• IIxhibit 26. 

Counsel for the bond (CDR GI ... ): Sir, it '. lulU p •• t five. There .re not _ny ...... queatioruo 

that ~oun.el wi.he. to a.k. tn closed •••• ton. There i. one that we m,ht prefer befor.e it t. rai.ed 

to di.cu •• with you. but 1 .... t point out that by over .taht, Captain Steven.on. va. not given the 

opportunity 11'1 open •••• 10D to NY if M had 8nytbtna to add of ht. ova. accRcI to the evi.ence he 

h~. given, .nd for that ~ ••• on 1 would .ula •• t we would bave to 10 Into open •••• ton tc.orrow for 

that purpo.e. " 
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EXAMINATION BY THE B!lARll 

Questions by aenior member: 

Q. 1 have one or two clarifying questlons 1£ 1 may for this a •• 810n. With respect to the zero 

hour of the zig-zag, Captain, by what mean. Va. the zero hour which you stated wa. 2300 establhhed1 

A. It was established by ordering the zig-zag, air. by lignal. When you send the signal to 

establish. zig-zag. the zero hour 18 the hour preceding the time the atgna1 1s aent. and this 

zig-zag wa. instituted between 2300 and midnight. 

Q. So that the zero hour in this instance vas eatablished by precedural doctrine? 

A. That'. right, lir. 

R.ather than by explicit signal1 Q. 
A. 

that. 
That i. the only explicit lignal to establiah the zero hour for a zig-zag air. I withdraw 

There ia another method, but the normal method of doing it ia by procedural doctrine. 

Q. What vas the normal method of selection of the rescue destroyer for a given moment? 

A. It vas selected by the Admiral's Staff, sir, for a period of 24 hours. 

Q. How was that selection made known to others in the force? 

A. By signal sir. By OpGen Alfa. 

Q. Is there a signal which so designates EVANS? 

A. I haven't been able to lay my hands on it, sir. I believe there i8, but I haven't had 

access to the signal log since the time of the collision. There was certainly no doubt in my 

mind from the start that the EVANS was the rescue destroyer f~r the night. 

Q. How did you establish in your mind that EVANS was the designated rescue destroyer for the 

nightl 
A. The Operations Room handles the details in this direction. It was a combination of the 

Admiral's Staff and the Operations Room vho told me who was the rescue destroyer. I cantt factually 

say to you now such and such told me at such a time thet it was, but'I VaS instructed that EVANS 

was the reacue destroyer. 

Q. So that to recapitulate. There is no signal available to you at the moment which 

designated EVANS as rescue destroyer for this period of time just prior to the collision, even 

though the normal method was to have 8 signal? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You felt confident that EVANS was the rescue destroyer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your capacity 85 the task unit commander and having been given tactical command, did 

you feel free to select whatever ship you wanted to aelect for rescue destroyer for a particular 

occaaion of flying when a destroyer waa needed to be stationed 8S such? 

A. Yes sir, certainly, because if EVANS had been aent off a. a SAU, I would have had to select 

another one, but 1 would not normally do 80. 

Q. On the p8?·ticular occaalon of -.ost interest, did you give consideration to selection of 

a destroyer other than EVANS for rescue destroyer? 

A. No, air, 1 didn't. 

Q. Would there have been. in your opinion, any advantage in selecting. 8ay, the ship on the 

left wing of the inner screen under the particular conditions which then exiated? 

A. No, sir. I don't think 80 under the particular conditiona at the time, which weren't 

diffiCUlt, there was just no reason at all. The other one would have had a long wa, to come. 

I saw no reaSOn for it everyone concerned was completely ewitched on and tuned in. We bad done 

this so many times previously. EVANS wa •• very awitched on ship. It never croased my mind. 

The board bas no further question. for thia particular closed .esaion. 

Witness: Could I possibly read itema into this closed ae •• ion7 

Counael for the board (CDR Glas.): Well, you'll have an opportunity, air, to state in closed 

aession those matters which y~ feel have not been adequately brought out, and this is now a chance 

to do ao. 

Witr-ess: Just in the question a. to why I wa. zig-cagging. the circumstances. I feel there 

i. aome critici .. on this point. I would like to quote Annex X of the Maritime Operating Procedures, 

page k-l, para 4, wh1ch atat.a, "lIvaal". ateed,.. vl.1l be _loy_d vheaever po .. ibl_ providilll the 

.peed of advance pendt •• and. the .electlon of .il-UI piau ¥l11 be provided In 0P<aDIllS11
• 1 

would 11ke that read in 1£ po.alble, and the other one 10 AtP 1. 

Counael for the board (CIa Gt ••• ): Juat atoppins there, air. You.re ref.ulna to Annex X, 

paragraph 4. of M8rtt~ Operating Procedure. Which t. already In evidence a. Exhiblt 2. 

Senior _r: Befora __ ed1,.. aoy further, captaill Stann8On, I'd 11b to .. ke 1t wry 

clear to yau that the fact thet the _cd a.lt. que.tiona on a.., particular point ._ld by 110 
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means be interpreted as melning that they have criticism of you or anyone else with respect to 

any matter. 

Witne.s: No, I know that sir. 1 still feel I would like these 1n if possible. 

Senior member: I certainly have no objection to you entering into the record anything that 

you think 18 relevant. I wa. simply wanting to set the record Itralght with respect to perhaps the 

reason why you wanted them. 

Witness: Thank you, aIr. The other one 1s ATP I(A), Volume One, Article 1526. which states, 

"Prolonged periods on ~ steady course into the wind may be dangerouB and unacceptable from the 

ASW point of view; th~reforet if therp are delays in flight operations it would be wise to order 

temporary alterations from the landing or launching course. The arc 1s to be informed at once of 

the estimated duration of any appreciable delays.1t Thoae are the two I wanted to read in, sir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glaa.): I. there anything you wish to say relating to classified 

topics? 
A. No, thank you. 

Senior member: We will now adjourn until tomorrow. The board will meet in closed executive 

session at 0830, and we will make the determination prior to that time what will be the next order 

of business. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Before excusing you Captain, the board would like to 

instruct you that you are requested not to discu.s your testimony with anyone other than members 

of the board and the counael. 

The board adjourned at 1745, 13 June 1969. 
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