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FIFTH DAY 

"'he b,' 'rd reconvened in executive sf-ssion at 0830 hours, 14 June 1969. 

The board recessed at 1030 hours, 14 June 1969. 

~ring this session the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and planned future 
proceedings of the board. At the conclusion thereof the board reconvened in open session at 1045 
h,"'ur s. 14 June t 969. 

All person:,; connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were agtiin prU;("lt. 

Senior mpmber; The board now being in open session, it 1s pointed out by counsel that ;:my pl.-no'')n 
\.'ho is to be called as a witness or may be called as a witness should leave the board room snd 
\.:ithdr:tw. The board recalls Captain Stevenson. 

Captain J. P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for th~ 
b0~rd and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCIl THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

~. In ynur testimony yesterday you said, "I had already signalled that my course was 260. 1 
W;iS staying on that until the escort got astern." You are invited, sir, to give the reasons for 
the decision you made in that connection? 

r. As ~oon as the EVANS altered course putting me on her starboard bow, I became a privileg~d 
'/e,;3el ;'lnd could not alter course until that coll1s(on ciroumstance was overcome ctne ..... ay or 
another. It would be a matter of minutes, a very snort space of time. It would not have an 
effect, or an appreciable ~ffect, on the other escorts, a mdnute here or there, when they are 
weaving in sectors on a zig zag. It would not be important to them if I followed my zig zag 
coursE" of 260, that leg of the zig zag, until EVANS got into safe position astern of me when I 
would have resumed the zig-zag without signal. 

Q. Counsel asks at what time, in your opinion, you took over the conning of the ship that 
night during the events immediately preceding the collision? 

A. In these cirCUmstances I--can I put it this way. I didn't officially take over the conn 
until I gave that hard left rudder, but if anyone had given any other orders on the bridge, I 
~ould have intervened. In my own mind I had the conn from the moment she started turning towards 
me. I didn~ t give any instructions that I had it, but if sny other orders had been by anybody 
else I would have stepped 1n to see that they were mine. 

Q. fl..nd that you say was the position from what point in the sequence of events? 
A. As soon as EVANS started her turn to starboard. 

Q. Is there provision in the standing orders which determine the ~nner in which the co~nding 
officer takes the conn from the officer of the watch? 

A. Yes, there is. 

Q. What is the provision? 
A. Either by my giving a direct order stating that I had taken over the conn or by giving an 

order, an engine order or a wheel order. 

Q. You are informed that you are privileged now to make any further statement--

Senior member: Excuse me counsel, the board has a few questions. 

EXAMINAnON BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Captain Stevenson, I believe that you mentioned that the escorts were weaving? 
A. Patrolling their sectors was the word I should I have used. 

Q. In what document is contained the ship'. order with respect to the moment which an 
individual takes over the conn? 

A. It'. in my Captain's Standing Orders, I believe, the ship's standing orders. I haven't 
got them with me. 

Senior Member: Will counsel obtain that document. 

Counael for the board: Yea air. 

Senior Member: We will then de tend_ 1f it .hould be admitted into evidence. 

Counlel for the board: Can you belp UI, Captaln, by lettlna u. k:aov if that doc:u.ent 1, stU 1 
on tt:ae .hlp! 

Witne •• : Yea, 1 will, It'. DOt: here. 1 would luIve to pt it: fTG8 the ahip. 

Counae! for tbe board: Are there IDJ further ...... tlon. fro-. the harel! 
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EXAllINATICII BY TIlE BOo\lUl (eont'd) 

Questions by Senior Member: 

Q. Captain Stevenson, under what terms of reference did you believe at the time that EVANS 
placed MELBOURNE on EVANS starboard bow, at that time under what terms of reference did you believe 
th3t MELBOURNE was a privileged vessel? 

A. Two ways, sir. The Rules of the Road, normal rule of the road and secondly, the well 
secondly. but not 80 clearly, the carrier's right of way. I was not operating aircraft at that 
time but preparing to operate. 

Q. By rules of the road, I presume you refer to the International Regulations for the 
Prevention of Collisions at Sea? 

A. That'. c?rr.ct, sir. 

Q. And with respect to the second way. to what document would you refer? 
A. ATP I. sir. ATP l(A). I can look it up for you. Chapter 15, of ATP leA), which s8ys keep 

clear of carriers. It does state when preparing to or operating aircraft. In actual fact, I 
wasn't, hadn't indicated clearly that 1 was about to operate. although I was clo.e to progrsm. 

Q. If I understand your response correctly, you believed, however. that that provision of 
ATP leA) did apply to you under the circumstances? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Captain, you have mentioned in prior testimony that MELBOURNE', wheel was rather Itiff. 
I don't have the exact words in front of me. Did your comment in this regard imply that there 
wa. any problem or defect? 

A. No, sir it did not. Itls just that it does take a little. I i~gined that it would take 
a little longer to put on than the triumph'a wheel. which was the turning data that you bave. 
I h~ven't been able to make a campariaon of it. My indic.tion there was tbat it would take just 
a shade longer than the triumph timing. It is no defect. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions at this time. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): In that event you a~~ entitled to be informed that you have 
a privilege of making a further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the 
inquiry that you think Ihould be a matter of record in connection with it and which has not been 
fully brought out by the previous question. 

Witness: One point I would like to make, which I didn't state before. After the colli.ion. 
immediately after the collision, I ordered the escorts to close to 'I.ist with survivors. It 
was wilhin the steps taken immediately after the collilion. Secondly, I would like to make B 

statement on the steps taken to ensure the .afe operations of EVANS in the role of plane guard. 
which were the following: (1) emphaais on care and safety in the eacort hand·out, which all sh1ps 
had been handed one week previous to this collision; (2) careful training in close quarters 
maneuvering during the early stages of the exercise and al.o 1n mBneuverin& to the plane guard 
station from a variety of screening stations; (3) adherence to the set and practiced procedure 
for ~oving to plane guard station, (4) use of navigation lights at full brilliance in MELBOURNE 
to avoid doubt as to the relative position of the two ships; (5) signalling of MELBOURNE's course 
to remove any possible doubt as to her movement; (6) di.cuasion with the commanding officer prior 
to the exercise at which time the imperative need for care in order to keep clear of MELBOURNE waR 
emphasized. Despite these precautions the unbelievable happened and my ahip and its entire crew 
were endangered. Immediately this was apparent, I signal lola. sent warning the EVANS of the danger __ 
in plenty of time to avoid it. When collilion became inevitable, I ordered drastic alteration of 
course of MELBOURNE in the only direction possible. The correct sound signal was made and a voice 
signal was lent telling EVANS of the action taken. When it wal obvious this action would not 
succeed. the "engines were stopped and put astern. All handa went to emergency stations in a 
high damage control Itate. After the collision. rapid and efficient action was taken as a result 
of which a very large portion of the EVANS ship's company wa. rescued, all of them by MELBOURNE. 
I would have expected the EVANS to have taken careful note of all the precautions I listed 
previously. However, if attention had been paid to even one of tbese cautions this collision could 
never have occurred. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Class): Counsel points out. sir, that part of your evidence 
relating to rescue and salvage operation. Is not being taken at thi. time and we will be asking 
you to come back later on, and the uaual warning is to be given. You. likp all other witnes9PS are 
required not to discuss with any other witnels or with any person the evidence you have given 
before this board. You are excused subject to the liability to recall. 

Senior Member: We will have a recess. IllS, 14 June 1969. 

The board reconvened 1n open selsion at 1120 hours. 14 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were preaent when the board recessed were again prespnt. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this ia an open session of the board. 

J~leutenant Ca.aander Richard Arthur .J __ Tau Arundel. aoyal AUltrallen .avy, vas calleod 8S 

a wi tneal by coun •• l for the board, V.I cluly IIVOnt aDd t •• tifiecl .1 follows: , 
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EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL 1(11. TIlE BOARD 

Que~tlons by counsel for the board. 

Q. Would YOu sCate your name, grade and present organization? 
A. Lieutenant Commander Richard Arthur James Tagl Arundel. I am the Fleet Communications 

Offic~r to the Flag Officer Commanding Australian Fleet. 

Q. Do you have any particular qualifications in the Royal Australian Navy? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. What are they? 
A. I am a qualified Communications Officer aince 1958. 

Q. What 1s your background in communications procedures and techniques? 
A. In the course of my duties I have been conversant with communications proced~res since 1958. 

Q. Could you apeak a little more loudly ple •• e, 10 the .embers of the board can hear you? 
Rave you had any particular training or studies in this area? 

A. I have sir. 

Q. Would you state what they are? 
A. I studied in the United Kingdom for 12 months in a long communications course. 

Q. Are you familiar with the term Tactical Primary Net? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is it referred to in your communications phraseology? 
A. the circuit your referring to is the Tactical Primary. 

Q. And what Is that circuit used for in fleet operationa? 
A. It is the principal tactical maneuvering circuit. 

Q. And are any records kept by ships of transmisaiona on that circuit? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. What types of records? 
A. The records kept by Commonwealth ships are an exact record of every transmission that is 

mAoe on the Tactical Primary Circuit as recorded by a communications sailor that is trained in 
tactical procedures. 

Q. Have you had a chance to become familiar with the records kept in U.S. Ships? 
A. I have, air. As the result of compiling some records for the past few days, I realize 

there are some differences in recording. 

Q. KAve you in the past two days performed any tasks at the request of counsel for the bOArd? 
A. Yes, sir I have. This has been the collation of the signals which were ~def wh~~h had 8 

particular tactical implication from the completion of the replenishment phase on the 2nd to the 
morning of the incident. 

Q. And" what was your basic source of this compilation or collation of aignals made. 
A. The Tactical Primary Log, air. 

Q. Of what ship. What ship was your primary document for this? 
A. 1 used as my baSic document the Tactical Primary Log a. compiled by the Communications 

Tactical Operator on FOCAF Staff. 

Q. What additional logs did you use in this proce •• l 
A. 1 used HELBClJRNE' 8 'hip log, CC»mESRCIf 23 aDd ltYES coabined log - J.AllSCIf' a Log, BLACKPOOL' s 

log. Incidentally, there were two log. from 8LACKPOOL. 

Q. What were the two log.? 
A. There wal the bridge log and another log kept in their CIC. 

Q. Was the EVANS log available to you? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know the rea.On why not" 
A. 1 prelume it was lost with the .hip. 

Q. 
A. 

detaU. 

Dld you olao uo. tile CLEOPAtIIA·. loa? 
No, .ir. It wa. DOt avallable to .. until 
at thi. time. It 1 •• vo11.bl •• 

Q. You do boy. it _T 
A. I have it now. 

thi. very _III. I va. unable to pt into the 

Q. Did you bave any a •• l.tance in the ta.k of preparing tbi. collation' 
A. 1 bad the aa.l.tance of Lieutenant rl.k, who la the ec-.nicatlonl Offlcer of the ICYES. 

Coua .. l for tile bo.rd: At thh tt.e I .. k tbot tbh doe.-at be _rbd Exhibit 27 for 
purpoaes of identification. 
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Q., Lieutenant CO'Rfl'lander Arundel, I give you Exhibit 27 and ask you if you can identify it. 

A. Yes, sir. This is the compilation I waa working on. 

Q. Would you describe for the board what it contains? 

A. Yes, sir. I have collated the principal maneuvering signals from FOCAF Log for the period 

O~0550z until 022018Z. In columns alongside each signal 1 have compared the transcript of the 

log in MELBOURNE's bridge, COMDESRON 23 and KYES, LARSON's and BLACKPOOL's bridge and CIC logs. 

Shown in the columns are any discrepancies. That i8 any essential differences 8uch as times or 

non receipt of signals, a certain signal. 

Q. There are a large number of entries of Uagree", would you state what that term means? 

A. Yes, sir. I've put the term "agree" where the signal made or recorded in MELBOCTRNE, or 

I should say FOCAF's log, agrees with the record in the other logs in precise detail. 

Q. In your opinion is that an accurate representation of the tranllmissions made and received 

during that period by the units indicated? 

A. It is a very accurate record of the principal tactical signals made throughout. However, 

it does nct record in the CBse of the USN Logs where receipts were given, in all cases. 

Q. Why is that true? 
A. The reason, sir, is that the system of recording in the U~S. Logs is not to record exact 

Jetail, such as receipts or repetitions. 

Q. FOCAF Tactical Primary Log has been admitted into evidence as Exhibit 12. Is that the 

document that you used as the-basic document in this preparation? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Cuunsel for the board: Under those circumstances sir, counsel requests admission of this 

document as Exhibit 27. I think before doing so, sit, we .would like to ask one a~ditfon81 question. 

Q. Have you translated the signals into this document - in this doc~nt into the plain 

language equivalent? 
A. Yes. sir, I have. 

Q. In your opinion are those translations accurate? 

A. They are. 

Coun.'>el for the board: Counsel would also lik.e to state at this time that we will ask 

Lieutenant Commander Arundel to continue this work now that he has the CLEOPATRA's Log. At 

a tater time we will provide 8 supplement to the exhibit. indicating the results of that comparison. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

QUestions by the senior member. 

Q. I have one question before we admit this, possibly more. You have stated, Mr. Arundel, that 

y')U h<1ve recorded in this document the principal maneuvering signals. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do I take it from that that some transmissions on the TACPRI Circuit, which may be 

evid~nced by log ~ntries of one or snother ship, are not on this document? 

A. That is possible, but as I ssid sir. 1 used the basic document. That is the FOCAF log 

in ~hich all transmissions hsve been recorded. 

Q. The point which I wish :0 establish is whether the compilation that you have prepared 

and \.hich is now marked for identification Exhibit 27, contains notations concerning all 

transnissions on the ~actical Primary Circuit during the period covered, or, whether it contains 

as you said earlier. only the principal maneuvering signals. 

A. It is the principal maneuvering signals. 

Q. If a transmiSSion did not constst of a signal or a maneUVering Signal or something you 

thought of as a principal maneuvering signal, it does not appear on this compilation.' Is that 

correct? 
A. That wOlJld be correct siT. Except that my interpretation of principal maneuvering was 

that any signal which could have had a bearing on a screen ~neuve~, an alteration of course, and 

so forth. 

Q. Does this include transmissions of a solely informative nature? 

A. It does indeed, sir. Such as supplying courSe and speed. 

Q. In the cOUT8e of your work and particularly that aspect which involves tTanslation or 

decoding of the 8ignals fro. their slgnal form to plaln language fo~, to what publications did you 

refer! 
A. I 1:eferred basically to ATP-IA, VolUllea 1 and 2, chanae 4. Addi.tionally, rOCAF ' • OPcaDIll _ 

1-69 and Annex Golf to the .. iD OPIAII. 

Q. Did anyone a .. lIt you iD tbll work? 
~. Yel, lir, Lieutenant Pi.k ••• i.ted.e. Mot interpreting .11 call 811n8, but certainly 

interpreting .. neuverina 8llftSl •• 

Q. And hal there heen a.., check Df thh .. terta1 followina it'. COIIpleUon by.yourself and 

Lieutenant Piak? 
A. Ro, there haantc been, .11'. 
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. Q. 'Does your collation include any indication as to which of the messages recorded were 
orlginally 1n signal form and which were 1n plain language? 

A. No, it doesn't, sir. The transcription is plain English language. 

COlll1!';e 1 for the board'. lis I k 1 Y 88 one quest on in that connection, sir? 

SC'nior Member: (nods his head in approval) 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOo\RD 

QUestions by counsel far the board: 

Q. Where a code was used for trans~8s1on of courses or speeds, is that indicated in your 
tran51ntion? 

A. It 1s not indicated, no, sir. Correction - except 1n one place, at the very end. 

Q. Where is that place? 
A. On the last page 1 have indicated alongside a course which was given, that it was in code. 

Se~ior Member: Counsel, this Exhibit 27 may be admitted into evidence. Ho~ever, in addition 
to \,'h.1 t ',c have here a version of this document wherein CELOPATRA I S data 1s inserted and in 
.'l:1di tion tt;(> exact terms of both the call signs and the transmission in each case ar; shown is to 
:,C prep:~r('d. 

Counst'l for t:le bo::!rd: 80th the call signs and what, sir? 

Senior Mpmber: And the transmitted message. In other words, the entire text of the transmissior: 
i.ncluding both the call up and the message or signal. 

Counse: for the board: Sir, we have that already. Exhibit 12 which is admitted into evidence. 

Senior Mem.ber: I understand that. 
,joC'.l::lC:1t for ease of reference. 

I would like to have that placed alongside on this particular 

Counsel for the board: I see, sir. That can be done. 

EXAMINATION BY TIE BOARD 
Questions by ,the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Arundel, with respect to this compilation, you stated that your basic reference source 
',,'.15 FOCAF's TACPRI Log. In the logs of the other ships and staffs available to you, were then· 
.::ny indic<1tions of transmissions which were not 1n FOCAF's. 

A. ! looked for some discrepnncies. or to see of there were any discrepancies, in MELBOURNE's 
.'S ~ comp<!rison. I didn't find any. 

'to So that if one of the other ships, other than MELBOURNE had recorded a transmission not 
r~cnrdpd in FOCAFls or MELBClJRNES's log, it would not be shown'? 

A. It would not be shown. 
~ t.t<. La,"-

Q. Or it would not be d~ed from this document? 
A. ~ot. from that doc~nt. 

Senior Member: The board would like to nave the additional work mentioned, include the 
examination of the other ships's logs. Namely, KYES, LARSON, BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA, to determine 
whether there were any transmdssions not on here and 1f there were may they be inserted please. 

~itness: lid like to point out, sir, that there were two particular areas in which I did 
eh~mine all logs, to see whether any signals were not included in this basic document. 

Senior Member: Subject to those comments ••••••• 

Counsel for the board: Could we ask him which two those were at this time? Which. two areas'? 

Witness; Yes, sir, these two areas were the la.t hour's signaling before the accident and on 
the occasion when the CTU. which was MELBOURNE. detailed or instructed COHDESRON 23 to detail a 
rescue destroyer. 

EXAIIINATION BY COUNSEL FII!. THE BOARD 

Questions by the counsel for the board: 

Q. And what wa' the approxlJUte hour the that latter ••••• 
A. It wa. approxi .. tely 021108. 

Q. 02110821 
A. ZUW. 

Q. Now ""at period OIl .ach olde of that dld you check! 
A. I checked froa tbot period for approxl .. te1y bolf an hour. 

Q. On each alde1 
A. On. fr.,. that period to approd .. te1:r bolf an hour after the tWa I lIave :rOIl. And on the',' 

other occ •• ion it wa. ju.t the total hour, precee41na the accident. 
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Q. Lieut~nant Commander Arundel, are there any other features of this document that should be 
knl'I\JU to the bOArd in it's examination of it7 

.\. I don't know whether you want _ to go into _mae detail on the two areas I just tIlE'nttoned? 

Q. Not 8S to actual substanee of .e •• ages, purely the form and what the document contains at 
this tim£"': 

A. No, sir, except to empha.l~e that it baa not been poI.lble • there'. been no consistency 1n 
tilt' tWll American logs to establish whether receipts were given for example •••• 

Q. Did you find ~jor discrepancies in the times? 
A. No, sir. No major discrepancies. Where there had been a mlnute or two difference 1n 

some ship. logs, I have recorded it. However, I'd like to emphasize that thea. logs, quite often 
tn th~ case of the American .hips, the times have been eatablished In an area remote from the 
brid~(' ,nca and they 'IIUIy not be the times that the bridge would have made it. 

Counspl for the board; Counsel has no further questions of tht. witneas at this time. 

Senior Member: The board does not. 

The ""itn£>ss was duly warned concerning hiB testimony and withdrew frOCl the boardrOOnt, subject 
trJ reed!. 

Senior Member: The board will now recess to exaDdne this Exhibit. ~ board will recess until 
1330. 

The board recess~d at 1140 hours, 14 June 1969. 
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The board Opened at 1401 hours, 14 June 1969. 

are All persons connected with the board who were present when the Open BPI.lon of the board recessed 
again present in open a.l.lon. 

h. 
Counsel for the board: Any person who may have been 

might be called a •• witRe.a is requested to withdraw 
called as • witnels or .. y anticipate that 
from the hearing room. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board call. Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey. 

Lieutenant (j8) Ronald C ..... ey, USN. eatered. 

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant a.m.ey, the Judge Advocate Ceneral'. Hanual which governs the 
proceedings of thil board ~d the appoint!nl order of the board require that prior to directing 
questions to any witness who may be suspected of an offen.e, misconduct or improper performance of 
duty. that it muSt advise them as fOllowe. Accordingly you are given this advice. First of all that 
you are suspected of having committed the offenee of ne,ligently hazarding a veseel of the armed 
forc~s. Second. that you have the rilht to remain 8ileDt a. to that offense. Thirdly, that you 
have the right to consult with and to obtain a lawyer, either a civilian lawyer Tet.lned by you at 
your own exp~se or if you wteh • Navy lawyer viII be appointed by aaval .uthority to act as your 
counsel without coat. Fourthly, that you have the right to have your retained ciVilian countel or 
your appointed 1IIiUtary lawyer preaent d.uring your interview. And finally, that you have the right 
to terminate the interview at any time and for any reason. 00 you underatend What I have told you? 

LTJG Rams~y: Yes, sir. 

Counspl for the board: 
advice. 

At this time then the board would like to know your reaponse to that 

LTJG Rams~y: I would like to have legal counsel. 

CounAel for the board: Do you have such counsel already? 

LTJG Ramsey: Yes, sir. 

Counsel for thp board: Will you name hiM, please? 

LTJG Ramsey: Yps, that would be Lieutenant Tilton. 

Counsel for the board: Would you like to have him jOin you here or would you like to have the 
board recess so that you may consult with him? 

LTJG Ramsey: He is just outside. I would like to have him here. 

Counsel for the board: V~ry well, we will make such arrangements. Lieutenant Tilton, please. 

At this point Lieutenant Fredric F. Tilton, JAGC. U. S. Naval Reserve, entered the room and took 
a SF,lt !1ext to LTJG Ramsey. 

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Tilton. I, 8S counsel for the board, have just adVised LTJG 
Ramsey that he is suspected of the offense of negligently hazarding a vessel of the armed forces. 
I have given him the advice required by aection 0606(d)2 of the JAG Hanual. He has requested that 
you join him at thp witness table as his counsel. Have you accepted appointment as his counsel? 

LT TUton: Yes, 1 have. 

Counsel for th~ board: Would you state your qualifications please. sir? 

LT Tilton: Yes, sir. I am a graduate of the University of South Dakota Law School. r am a 
rnpmbcr of South Dakota Bar. I have attended the Naval Justice School in Newport, Rhode IFland and 
am a graduate of that school and I am certified aa both trtal and defense counsel by the Judge 
Advocate General of the United Stat.s Navy. 

Coun~el for the board: Thank yuu, sir. LTJG Ramsey. 1s Lieutenant Tilton ~cc~ptable to you 
as your counsel? 

LTJG Ramsey: Yes, air. he ls. 

Counsel for the board: Very well, sir. Will you stand for sweaTing? 

LTJG Ronald C. Ramsey, U. S. Navy. was called as a witnea. for the board of inveAtigation. was 
sworn and testified as follows: 

Coun.el for the board: Did)"OU wish to .alta a atateM'Dt, Lieutenant Tilton? 

LT Tilton: Yea. I would. At this tiae, lentl..en. realizinl the obllaatlon of the board, 

~c~; 

at80 reatiain. the leriou. nature of the proc.edina" a. ~ ..... e'·. counsel and in view of the 
varnia. ""ich ha. Ju.t beea alvea, tile .eriou. nature of that vaninl ad tb. uaifJUI natuT. of 
the.~ proceeding •• I ba"e just jol.a.ed bt. .1 counael before the board aDd I would re.pectfully 
reque.t that prior to Mr. _ey'. t •• Ufylna b.fore the board that 1 ... liven the oPPortunity 
and Hr. _ey ... Ihen the opportUlllt,. to fuU,. ... luat. the albOaUOD. to f_larbe our.dv.a 
_re fully with e.erythlaa'tlla. 10 lolna OD here ill the _Ure .ltuaUOD. At thlo tt.e contt_. 
it would loa diffieult for... ill vlew of the type of off ..... to ... abaolut.ly our. with r .. .rd to 
IDIW of the question. that .. y be a.kH ad therefore t would .. k the board to ar-t • contl""atlon :'1 

',.~;,.-: 
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in Hr. R8mB~Y"s testimony until Wednesday of this coming week. In addition to that gentlemen. 1 
~)uld ask again in view of the warning. the unique nature of the proceedings, that counsel be 
afforded the opportunity to review the testtmony that has b~en presented to this board prior to 
~lr app~arance here today. 1 would also .sk and request a. counsel that 1 be given the right and 
Hr. Ramsey be given the right to examine all witnes.el called by this board. I would .sk for the 
right to recall any witness who has previously appeared before this board. 

Counsel for the board: A clarifying queation. 

LT T11 ton: Yes, lir. 

Counsel fOT the bOlrd: First of all, tiheD were you •• signed 8. l1r. lta:msey·s counsel? 

LT Tilton: It was approximately Wednesday morning, ta's past Wednesday aornina. 

Counsel for the board: Is the board to understand your request for th. right to examine wit­
nesses to s@an that you wish to ex_in. them during the hearings of the board? 

LT Tilton: Yes, air. 

Senior Member: Lieutenant Tilton, 1 would like to ask if you are aware at this mo.ent that 
your client, Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey i. not charged with an offenle? 

LT Tilton: Yes, .ir, 1 am aware of that. 

Senior Member: And are you AWare that thi. board hal no punitive power? 

LT Tilton: 1 am aware of that. air. 

Senior Member: And finally this board 1_ charged aolely with reporting ita findings of fact 
and opinions? 

LT Tilton: Yes, sir. 1 understand that. 

Counsel fo~ the board: 1 would augg.at that the board recea., air. 

Senior Member: The board will rece •• for the purpo •• of conSidering the request enteree b~ Mr. 
Ramsey's counsel and will estimate a recess at this tlae of thirty minutes. 

The board recessed at 1416 hours, 14 June 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 145S hours, 14 June 1969. 

Senior Hesber: The hearing 18 open. 

All p~r80n8 connected with the board who were present when the board rece.aed were again present. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this hearing tl in open lession. Counsel 

ha~ arnt for LTJG Ramsey and LT Tilton. 

LTJC Ramsey and LT THton entered thf' hearinl room. 

Counsel for the board: Pl.a.e be I.ated. 

Senior Member: LT Tllton, a. 1 understand your request. to the board, they are three in number 

and briefly stated are as follows: You requested. delay untll next Wednesday for further appearance 

of LTJG Ramsey before the board, secondly, you requested the riaht to review testimony already given 

to the board; and thirdly, you have requested the right to examine all witDe ••• s and to recall any 

witne8sPS Who have previoully testified. 

LT Tilton: Yes, IiI'. 

Senior Member: As to the second and third of thOle requesta, to review the testimony and the 

right to examine the witnesses who .. y be called, the board has no authority under the Judge Advo· 

cate GeneralIs Hanuat, U.S. Navy, Which governs thia procedure, to grant thele requestl. According· 

ly, they are denie~"ith respect to the firlt request, the delay in the appearance of your client, 

the board grants a delay until Monday next, the 16th of June. If, on that date, a further delay 1s 

required, you should submit a request for auch delay to the board together with the reason I therefor. 

LT Tilton: Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Do you have anything further to lay at thi. <1_1 

LT Tilton: 110. lir. Noth ing further. 

Counsel for the board: You are excused, lubject to recall on It:mday. 

LTJG Ramsey and LT Tilton withdrew from the hearing rOOlll • 

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board calls LTJG Hopson. 

LTJG Hopson entered the hearing room. 

Counsel for the board: Would you have a leat Over here, please? LTJG Hoplon, the board's 

appointing order and the Judge Advocate General of the Navy's Manual ~equire that prlor to directing 

questions to any U. S. Navy witness who may be suspected of an offenae, aisconduct, or improper per­

formance of duty, he should be given the following advice, which 1 Ihall give you now. First of all, 

that you are suspected of committing the offense of negligently hazarding a vessel of the armed force •. 

Secondly, that you have the right to remain silent 8. to that offense. And thirdly, that you have 

the right to eonsult with and to obtain a l.wyer, either a civilian lawyer retained by you at your 

own expense or i£ you wish, Navy authority will appoint a military lawyer to act a. your counsel 

without cost. Fourthly, that you have the right to have your retained civilian counselor your 

agpointed military lawyer present during the interview. And finally, that you have the right to 

terminate the interview at anytime and for any reason. ,Do you understand "*tat 1 have t,old you? 

LTJG Hopson: Yel, sir. At this time I would like to conault with a lawyer. 

Counsel for the board: Very well. Do you have a specific lawye~ in mind? 

LTJG Hopson: Yes, air, 1 do. 

Counsel for the board: Would you n.me hia, pleaae? 

LT JG Hopson: LCDR Brickson. 

Counsel for the board: 1. he present? 

LTJG Hoplon: Not at this time, air. He ts out 1n the pa.aageway. 

Counsel for the board: Would you like him to jOin you here or would you like the board to recess 

so ~hllt you .. y consult with h:l.m? 

LTJG 1I0poon, ..... illly If he could juot join _ ben. 

Counlel for the board: Very well. We vill call hi-.. I.e .. Iric:uon, ,1 ... e. 

COUnsel for the board: Let the I'Kord I'eflec:t that I.eDl Iriekaoa bas ateTed the rGOa. Will 

you be aeated ,lea.e, ~. Iricklon? 

LCDIl Brickoon, 'lb ... k you. 

Counael fO'l' the board: WOuld ,OU identify YOUTlelf, pleaae? 

1£ .. Irickaon: 1 _ 1£ .. SaTHrt O. Iricksoa, .lACe, U. S. "avy 
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Counsel for the board: Havp you been certified by the Judge Advocate General of the Navy in 
accordAnce with Article 27(b), Uniform Code of Military Justice? 

LCOR Brickson: Yes, Bir, 1 have. 

Counspl for the board: LTJG Hopson, is LCDR Brickson acceptable to you as your attorney? 

LTJG HopsO'll: Yes, lir. he is. 

Counsel for the board: Hr. Brickson. 1, &s counsel for the board, have just adviaed LTJG Hopson 
that he is susppcted of having committed the offense of negligently hazarding a vessel of thp. armed 
forces. 1 have given him the advice of aection 0606(d)(2) of the JAG Manual, and be has requested 
that you serve as his counsel. Do you have a statement at this time, air? 

LCDR Brick..on: Yes, lir. I do. (Standing) 

Couns~l for the board: You may be leated. 

LeDR Brickson: With the permission of the board, in view of this development, it is respectfully 
~ubmitted that Mr. Hopson is entitled to know the context 1n which he is going to make a statPment. 
And ad.!Hionally. in vi@w of this development, it is submitted that by the action of the board, Mr. 
Hop~on has in fact been deSignated a party. and .1 such, should be entitled to exercise the rights 
of a party as ~umprated in section 0304 of our JAG Manual, which includes the right to examine the 
evidence rresented before this board up to this pOint. to cro&s·examine the witnesses at his dis· 
creti00 or to recall any witnesses for purposes of cross-exaQination. -Therefore, it Is respectfully 
re'1llC'!'tf'(i for permission to examinf' the eVidence that has beE"n presented thus far, and reserve the 
ribht to recall witnesses for purpOSf'5 of cross-examination, and to exercise the right of cross­
<xa~lination in thf' future. tn this regard, it is rUpectfutly rel')uested that a continuance be granted 
Hr. Hopson until probahly Wednesday, ] think would be'"suffie4.ent. 

Counsel for the board: Does the board wllh to recess to consider that request of counsel? 

Senior ~1emb£"r: No. Mr. Brickson, this board wishes to ascertain first of all. "mrther you 
Ulh~E'rstan~ your client has not been charged with an offense. 

LCDR Brickson: He has not bpen charged? 

Senior Member: He has not been charged with an offense. The statement of counsel to yOUT 
client '~!as that he is suspected of an offense. He has not been charged with an offense. Now if 
that is not undprst~oc I WOuld like to have counsel develop it further for you. 

LCOR Brickson: No, sir. 1 misunderstood. 

Senior Member: Secondly, the board w~uld like you to koo~ that the board is not endowec with 
dry puniti'.'e power by its appointing orders, or its rules of procedure. Do you understanrl that? 

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir. 

Senior Member: And thirdly, the board is charged with reporting only its findings of fact and 
D~ini~ns. Now understanding thosp points, do you adhere to your previOUS statemrnt and request? 

LeDR Brickson: Yes, sir. Just the - wrll. I think that under the circumstances and 1n vip,,", of 
this rl~velopmpnt to the point feeling that his statement should be made knowing the .context in which 
hE' is making - going to make the statement. 1 would make the request for permission to E'xaminf' the 
ree :)rd thus far. 

Counsf'l for the board: May 1 ask one clarifying questlon? How long have you been ~~~igned as 
couns~l for LTJG Hopson? 

LCDR Brickson: Approximately lince Wednesday afternoon. 

Counsel {or the board: Thank you. 

Senior Member: Hr. BricKson, there is one further paint on Which 1 wish to insure there is no 
misunderstanding and that 1& that in fact, youI' client, Mr. Hopson. has not been designated a party. 
This board has no right or power to 10 designate any indiVidual. 

LCOR Brickson: I Uftderatand. 

Spnlor Member! Does the boaI'd understand therefore, that ,ou have .ade essentially four requp~ts. 
First. the right to examine the evidence already given. Secondly, the right to croas-examine wic­
ness.s. And thirdly, the Tisht to recall vitoea.es. jad fourthly, a d.lay until this com1ng Wed­
nesday •••• 

LeDR Brickson: Yes, .ir. 

Senior ...... 1': •••• fol' further appear_ce of your client. 

LeDR BricklOft: Yea, 8ir. 

Senior """er: Aa to the firlt thTee. that 11, ex_inatlOD of evidence alread,. Ilv_. ".s­
ex_inatlon of vitnesse., ad the ncall of vlta ••• e. already heard, the Itoerd, _del' le. rut •• of 
procedure which are IOVerDed by the Judie Advocate General'. Mmuat. U. S. Wavy, h •• ftO rlaht to 
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grant thos~ requests. Accordingly, they are denied. As to your fourth request, the board grants 

a delay until Monday, 16 June, and if on Monday further delay ts required, you ahould request such 

delay, togf!'ther with reasons therefor. 

LCDR Brick.on: Yes, air. 1 understand. 

Counspl had a discussion with the senior ~er out of the hearing of the repOrter. 

Counsel for the board: Hay 1 add one thing, Commander Brick_on. You .sked the context in which 

LTJG Ramsey had been - tim sorry. LTJG Hopson had been called .1 • witness. The context 1s that 

information, preliminary information received by the board, indicates that LTJG HOp.on w •• the JUnior 

Officer of the Watch at the time of the collision. The board has heard eVidence to this pOint from 

RPveral witn ••• es, the eommandlng Officer of ,RANK E. EVANS. Commanding Officer of HHAS MELBOURNE, 

and the Flag Officer in Commend of the Australian Fleet. LTJG Hopson would be, if be teltified now. 

the first witness to testify giving the board the view point of the event. of the evenina of 2 and 3 

. June as seen from tbe eyes of the EVANS. It i. in that COD text then s •• witne •• with full rights 

of representation by counsel to alli,t him in the - in hil testiaony • .ad to help him in answering -

to advise- hill. in the .nswering of any questionl, and to adviae him a. to hil rights not to anlwer 

any question or to terminate the interView, that he bas been called a •• witnell. WOUld the .enior 

!DH'lber like to amplify that in any v,ay? 

Senior Member: NO,l think that cover' the lituatlon at the .onent. 

LCDR Brickson: Hr. Hopson Is ready to te.tify at tbis time. 

Counsel for the board: Very well. Hr. Hoplon would you please rile and rai.e your rlaht band. 

LTJG James A Hopson,U.S. Navy, was called •• a witne.s by counsel for the board,was sworn. and 

testified IS follows: 

EXAMINATION BY OOlJllSEL FOR 11IE IIlAllD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Would you please Itate your name, grade and present orgmization 1 

A. My name is James Armor HOpson. My arade Is LTJG, United States Navy. My organization is 

the USS FRANK E. EV~~S? 

Q. Was your organization on 3 June also FlANK E. EVANS? 

A. Yes. sir. It vas. 

Q. At this time Hr. Ropson, would you briefly recount to ~ board your experience in the U. S. 

Navy. . 1'15'7 
A. 1 orig1nally enlisted 1n the United States Navy in ~, March the 8th of 1958. at Kansas 

City, Kansas. It was the Naval Reserve. 1 vas connected with Nayal Air Station, Olathe, Kansas at 

that time. 1 came on act1ve duty on the 21st of July, 1961 and was sent to Norfolk, Virginia. Re­

ceiving Station. 1 stayed there for approximately two .onths and was then transferred to Hospital 

Corps School in Great Lakes, 111in01s, in September of 1961. I attended. Hospital Corps course in 

Great Lak~s and graduated in December of '61, vas then transferred to Camp Leju~e, North Carolina, 

"Marine Corps Base the latter part of December '61 and remained there until 1963. In April of 1963 

1 made second class petty officer .ad in May I reenlisted In the regular navy, upon acceptance of 

the NESF.P program, the Naval Enliste-d Scientific Education Program. 

Q. Would you state the nature of that proar~ a little .are clearly, please! 

A. What it consists of. sir? 

Q. Yes. 
A. The NESEP Program is designed for aelecting various enlisted personnel In the United States 

Navy to attend a four year courle at selected universities throuahout the United States to obtain a 

degree and eventually a coanlasion in the United States .aV}'. 1 was then transferred from the Marin· ... 

Corps Base. Camp LeJu.ue. to Bainbridae, Maryland for • nine week preparatory courSe ~ich ended in 

AuguSt of 1963. From there 1 va. tranlferred to MOscow, Idaho, to attend the University. of Idaho, 

arriv1ng there In Septe.ber of '63 and I eventually graduated fro. the University of Idaho with a 

Bachelor of Science Delree in Mechanical !nlineerinl oa the 4th of June, 1967. I was then transferred 

to Newport, Rhode ll1and. to attend the Officer Candidate School commencing in June of 196j and was 

ultimately commi.sioned on the 20th of October 1967. 1 va. then tTanlferred to the USS ~ F.. EVANS. 

1 ultimately arr1ved on board the EVANS when she va. in Subic Jay on the 19th of November 1967. 1 

reported aboard as prospective Maln Propul.ion As.istant and have been 011. boaTd the FlANK E. E\I \NS 

ever since. 1 rel1eved LTJG ROler Strutherl .s Main Propul.ion Alsietant in February of 1968, and 

I was up until - weill atil1 .. d •• ignated •• Hain Propul.lon A_sistant of tbe FlANK E. EVANS. 

Q. "'at do._ the ten Main Pl'opu1_1on Mli_tant _an? 

A. '!be AI'lstant portion of it ladlc_t •• that 1 a."'t the 

.. 1n propulsion plant of the ahlp, 1l_1y the boller., the .. In 

w1th .. intaininl the .hlp In a Teady condition. 

Q: Very _11. You.y proc"". 

Otlef BIt.tn •• r In .. tntalnlna the 
eIlglne and the various ,u.p. c:on.nf'cted 

~ 

A: "en 1 flrlt reported aboan th. PAIlS, 1 va ... alped watchel .1 Officer of lb. Deck in port 

under in"tructlon, _d after three watch •• Or 10 1 va. thea. allovecl to .t_d th.,. watche. on ., own 

when we vere Sa pOrt. 'l'h.e undelV&1 watch •• that I atODd ve'r. orlltnally etC Watch Officer under 

tnstructlDD. 'Itt,. v •• for a perlod of app'roxt.-tel, one .ath. IIDcI then 1 .... Itandina watch.s a' 

.Junior Offlcu of the Deck on the bridle, IBltU ."proal_tely ...... uy of 1968. In 'ebruary of '68 

a. 1 recan, 1 ..... tendlna vatche ... CIC Watch Officer end up IBltU March the 15th of '68 1 va. 

CIC Watcb Officer. At chi. tt.e wo •••• 
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Q. 
A. 

(" 

Hay I interrupt. 11m .orry. 
Yes. alr. 

Q. All right. 

) 

Are you referring to 19681 

A. On March the 15th of 1968. I wa. flown from the Sea of Japan ~ere the FRANK E. EVANS was 

at the tim". to the United States to San Diego to attend the Engineering Officer'. School at the 

Of"'plof"nlC'nt and Training CPnter in San Diego. '11lia wei approsimately a twelve week c:our.e. 1 

graJu3t~d from this cours~ on the 14th of August, a. 1 recall. I believe that'. the proper date, 

the 14th of August 1968, and reported back to the FIARK E. !VANS. At this tiee the FRANK E. EVANS 

vas und~rgoing • major overhaul period at Long leach Naval Shipyard and .he wal in drydock at the 

time. The overhaul period ended for U8 on the 3rd of September, the firlt part of September 1968. 

'.Jf"> thf>n had various exerches in the Southern california operating area. And during the •• exercises 

1 wa~ ~tanding both CIC Watch Officer and Junior Officer of the Deck. And on March the 29th of 1969, 

'U!' -got underway from Long Beach. California to begin our WEST PAC deployment, which we were on until 

this time. 

Q. Could you describe in detail your experience aa Junior Officer of the Deck? 

A. I don't quite unde~stand ~at you me.a by in detail •• ir. 

Q. H~w many months have you performed duties as 3unior Officer of the Deck? 

A. That would just be an estimate on lIlY part. I really ... 1 can't remt'mber. It's been about 

hnlf eIC Watch Officer and half Junior Officer of the Deck While we were underway. I would just 

estim8t~ this. If 1 gave it • little thought, 1 luppo.e 1 could come up with en answer, but I really 

can't at this time. 

Q. If you can't do acre than that at thie time, we vill just l •• ve that que.tion until later. 

What type· of 1Ualifications for atanding watches were you certified for? Let me atart oYer. For 

Vhat vetches on board FRANK E. EVANS had ,ou been certified by the Commanding Officer? 

A. 1 .... as eerttfied as a qualified Officer of the beck in· port. a CIC, Watch Offi~er and a JUl'Iior 

Officer of the Deck. 

Q. The latter two under what circumstanc •• ? 

A. The latter two were underway. 

Q. Underway? Does that include fleet operations? 

A. les, .ir. to the best of my knowledge. it was. 

Q. During your period as CIC Watch Officer end Junior Officer of the neck, did you have any 

experience in ASW carrier screening operationa? 

A. Yes, sir. We did have experirnce in this. As 1 mentioned earlier we were on several exer­

cises in the Southern California operating area and that vas the purpose of thes. exercises. ASW. 

And ~o any watch I did stan~ durin~ that period would be connected with ASW. 

Q. During those periods, had you had the opportunity to have the conn of the sbip during shift­

ing station in the Icreen or moving to plane suard station? 

A. Yes, sir. I had. 

Q. Do you ha~e any estimate of the number of tiaes? 

A. No, air, I don't have any idea. 

Q. InViting your attention to the night of 2 and 3 June 1969, would you .tate your duties at 

that time? 
I.. You are referring to the night of the 2nd of . June .rid the morning of the 3rd of June? 

Q. 11tat's correct. 
A. I vent to bed on the 2nd of June at apprOXiMately 1915 in anticipation of having thF ~id­

watch. ne last thing I recall on the 2nd of June vas hearing "Lay before the mast all eight o'clock 

reports". which was called away at 1930. 1 then vent to sleep and va. awakened at 2330 by the Hessen­

ger of the Watch and told that 1 had the next watch. t got up and dre.sed. went to the ward room and 

had a cup of coffee and there met LTJG _sey, ENS Araltrong ..... d ENS Brandon, _0 vere the officers 

who were going to be on the mid ... wateh. ENS Brandon end ENS ArlUtrool 1n CIC. and myself and Hr. 

Ramsey on the bridge. 1 finished my coffee and then vent up the ladder to the br1dge, walked through 

the pilot house and out on the open bridge and there .. t EMS Ogava, who ·vas •••• 

Q. Would yoU repeat hh n.-e. ple.se? 
A. ENS Ogava. WOUld you like for .. to .pell that, .ir? 

Q. Plea.e. 
A. O-C-A-W-A. ENS osawa was the Junior Offic.r of the Deck on the 20-24 watCh. I told ~r. Oga~a 

that 1 va. ready to relieve hi_ and he related the ba.lc setup to.e. I have some Iraphical repre­

sentatlon. here of What he did relate to ae. 

Q. lefore dol.ll~ that, air, I ahould Ii". you OIIe "at_t _ith I .... Ilected .t the .... i .... l.II. 
of this he.rin ••••• 1on. P,r.t of all. that the .vld_c. whlda I.. beln. rec.lved. 1e ctpeIII .... lon 

10 U.lted to uncl ... ifled info ... tlOll. You are not .. thori .. d to dbc10ae c1aadEled In'-U .... '" 

during the open •••• lon. Mad- 1Ibou1d tbe anawer to .. y que.tlOD which you are •• ked l'.qUire you to 

diaclo •• cl ••• tfled lnfor-aatlOll, you are r.~ •• ted aOt to ".wel' but to .-!"l •• the bo.rd. In dI.t 

ca .. you will'" Ii" ... the OppOrtuDity to __ it fully __ letely III clo.ed ... olan. If you 

cm alveI' • que.tloa in · ••• I'al tel'lll wlthout dlaclo.tDa cl .. atfied lnforaatloa. ,ou. ar. "queated 

to do sO in open •• a.lon ..,llfYlna if .ee •••• ry 111 cloa .. a •• 10ll. lID you. wllel'.t ... th.t? 

A-. Y •• , .tr. I do. 
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Witness: What I have herets My firat representation of the setup of the screen situation as it 
was at the time. 

Q. The board understands that the detail. of the screen are classified. However, you may 
describe the Bcreen in general terms as to what type of Icreen it is and the location of FRANK E. 
EVANS in that acreen in unclas.ified 8 ••• {on. 

A. I do not have the screen named on thta particular drawing. 

Q. Does it show the exact aectors? 
A. Yes, sir. it does. 

Q. I'm 8orry, but you cannot use that in open a ••• ion. 

Senior Memb.r: The board will rece •• for five .taut.l. 

The board recessed at 1532 hours, 14 June 1969. 
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The ~oard opened at 1540 hours, 14 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present wher. the board rE'ce!';sed wer< agnin pn'scl1t. 

Lieutenant Hopson and his counsel resumed their seats in the witness stand. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL roo. THE BOAAD 

QUcsti~lns by the counsel for the board: 

Q. Lieutenant Hopson, returning to the pOint at which you were awakened for the mid-watch, you 

indicated that you were awakened at 11:30 I believe. Was that the first notice that you had that 

you had the watch? 

A. ~o. sir. 1 did have ample notification and it was an anticipated thing. 1 had the 12 

to 16 watch on the 2nd of June and I fully anticipated to have the mid-watch during the oorning 

of the 3rd of June. 

Q. During the 12 to 16 watch what was the EVANS doing? 

A. As I recall we were patrolling a sector in a bent line screen with a zig-zag plan that 

was put into effect by the carrier. 

Q. What was the scre~ned unit? What unit was being &cr~ened? 

A. The screened unit vas the HMAS MELBOURNE. 

Q. During that period did EVANS go to plane guard station at al11 

A. I don't recall. sir. I can't remember. 

Q. Going bnck then to the night of 2 and 3 June you ind1~ated that you had gone.to the bridge 

ar • .1 .... ere preparing to relieve Ensign Ogawa as JOOD, will you contini". f,.o:n that pOinti 

A. Without being too specific as far as what he related tQ me, he told me that the screen 

which was 1n effect was a bent-line Icreen and he indicated our position. This was written 

down on a maneuvering board that we had on the chart table on the open bridge. 

Q. Was EVANS assigned a specific station or sector? 

A. The EVANS was assigned a sector. I would like to explain that later at or in a clo~cd 

session. I cannot divulge that at this time. 

Q. Would you state where EVANS sector was in relation to the other ships of the screen? 

A. We were to the right of the other ships. 

Q. How many ships were in the bent-line screen that you have described? 

A. (LT Hobson and counsel held brief discussion) There were three ships in an inner screen 

and t,,,o ships out in front of the formation. Would you like for talE" to name the ships? 

Q. Yes. You don't need to give their stations but name the other four ships as 1 understand 

it Were in the screen. 
A. The other ships 1n the screen situatlon were the KYES. the LARSON, the CLEOPATRA, a~d 

the BLAC1~POOL and then ourselves naturally. 

Q. As 1 understand it you were at the right-hand aide of the inner screen which consi.o;t:c>d C'[ 

three ships, is that correct? 
A. Yes, sir, that is correct. 

Q. Could you state the base course of the fo~tlon at the time you relieved the watch e~ 

you t't!call? 
J~. 1 don't recall what the base course or what the baBe speed was when I dId relieve the w~tch. 

Q. Do you recall that you were advised 88 to what they were by Ensign Ogawa? 

A. Yes. sir, I was. 1 do remember tnat I was given the base course. the base speed. he 

related the screen plan to me also the zig-zag plan that vas 1n effect at that time. 1 can't: 

divulge that at this time as I under.tand. 

Q. There was a specific zig-zag plan then in effect, is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. that is correct. 

Q. From what publieation was that taken, if you can recall? 

A. That was from the Sea Spirit Operation ~der. 

Q. I .how you Board Exhibit 1 and a.k if that is the document from which the zir.-zag p'~n W~R 

taken (handing the document to the witnes8,. 

A. (Witness looking through Exhibit l) Yes, lir, this ia the docu.ent. 

Q. 
let me 

A. 

At the time you relieved the watch who else va. on the watch on the bridge? I'm 90rry, 

rephra.e it. Who a180 vas on watch durlng the 00 to 04 watch with you on the brldg~T 

Not the people who we were reU.vtna juot the people •••• 

Q. That'. correct, 1 want you to identify the people who alao bad the watch at the same time 

that· you did. . 
A. T~ people having the aid""atch, •• lde frca .,..elf, vere Lieutenant (jg) amast', as the 

Officer of the Daclq the Ioat."aln'. Mate of the Watch who v ••• Se ... n by the n.-e of p(·tty. 

P-E-T-T-Y; and the Quarteraester of the Watch va. a .. n by the naIIIe of Vlgue. 
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Q. Say that again, please? 
A. Vigue, V-I-G-U-E. The others w~re a Seamsn by the name of Baughman, B-A-U-G-H-M-A-M. 

Q. What was his job? 
A. He was rotated to several jobs during the eourse of the watch, and we had vari~us other 

seaman but I can't recall who t~y were. 

Q. And if you know, could you state what other ,tatlons in the ships were manned during the 
ruid- .... ·otch. in general terms? 

A. In general termm the after .teering was manned. 

Q. By how many men, do you know? 
A. There was one man back there during that vatch, I believe. The VD5 detail was manned. 

Q. State what VDS means? 
A. vns 1s Variable Depth Sonar. 

Q. Very well. 
A. The radio was manned for the midwatch, the CIC. 

Q. I understood that there were two officers and 8 number of enlisted men there, 1s that correct? 
A. In CIC, yes, sir. Then naturally the bridge, the signal bridge watch and the watches in 

the engineering spaces. 

Q. Could you describe the engineering condition of readiness during your watch? 
A. We had two bOilers on the line, Number I and Number 4 boiler and Number I and Number 2 

Ships Sprvice Turbo-generator and we were running 8p!~t-plant. 

Q. What does split-plant mean? 
A. It means that the forward main engine and its auociated equipment. bollers and machinery 

ar£ isolated from the after main engine and its bOiler and auxiliaries and what have you. 

Q. Were any lookouts stationed On the bridget 
A. Yes, sir. The lookouts were up on the ftying bridge, .ir. 

Q. Could you hear their reports if they .. de them? 
A. They passed their reports down through the .JL circuit. We had a JL talker on the brid~c. 

Q. Is that a telephone circuit? 
A. It is a sound-powered phone, sir. 

Q. This is manned on the bridge level? 
A. Yes, sir. It is manned on the bridge level, the flying bridge and in CIG. 

Q. Could you state the condition of water tight integrity that existed on the ship during the 
:nid""8tch? 

A. Condition "Yoke". 

Q. Hould you describe in more detail what that .. ans for a ship of FRANK E. EVA~C; cla!ls Ilnd 
specifically for FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. It indicates .••• I don't understand by what you aean in specific terms. Let me approach 
it in this manner and maybe this will be what you are after. It .eans that evrry ~ater tight 
clo!;ure that is labelled with "Yoke" or Xray" is to be closed at t.hat time. 

Q. And what is the purpose of this condition, when aet? 
A. The main purpose is for damage control and water tight integrity. It i~ to isolate 

v:Jriou.'I compartments of the .hip from. other compartments in case of a tragedy or what have you. 

Q. Would you give the board the state of training of the personnel on watch on the bridge 
with you during the midwatch? 

A. The enlisted people on watch? 

Q. All of those whose atate of training you were f.miliar with. 
A. We had several new people that had recently reported on bo~rd the FRANK E. EVANS and liS 

~as the case they were generally assigned to lit Division. We did have some of theae new people 
on the bridge during that watch. Exactly how .. ny I can't aay, but we did have experienced people. 
For eXBmple, the Boatawain's Hate of the Watch, Se..an Petty, was an experienced man and the 
Quarte~ster of the Watch, Vigue, wss an experienced men. 

Q. Did the hel.sman and the engine order telegraph operators carry out your orders properly 
and efflciently during the watcb to the beat of your kDowledlet 

A. When I had the conn, I dido't hive the COIUl t.broulhout the whole watch, but when I did 
bave the conn it va. lameti ••• very coocenina chilli. 1 watched the 'E'Udder lndicatol' very 
closely whenever an order wa. liven to the bela to _ke aure that it wa. answered pl'ope.rly. 

Q. To your knowledge vere JOUr order. answered prvperl7t 
A. Yes, Ill'. 'the aajol'ity of cba were. If they weren't, then it va. COl'l'ected i_diateI7· 

Q. When you arrived on "be bridle did ]'011 find a .ilht Ckder look .1eft by the Captain before 
he retired'! 

A. Yeo, oir. 1 reU.""d .noi", 0&_0. Mr. _]' tbn AUeved U ... telUlnt (J&) ..,.,lor. 
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He walked over to the chart table and read the night orders and then he called me over and I read 
the night orders and signed them after that time. As I recall the things that were mentioned in 
the night orders, that stick 1n my mind, were be prepared to follow the zig-zag plan which vas 1n 
effect, which I can't mention at this time, upon command of the carrier. This is paraphrased natur­
ally, I can't remember the exact worda. 

Counsel for the board: You'll have 8 chance to amplify later. 
A. I think that there was something in there about the boundaries of the sector that ~e were 

1n and it H8S a modification that was applied to this (witnes. held brief discussion with his 
counsel.) This was 8 modification which vas put 1n by the Executive Officer on the bearing 
boundaries of OUr sector. He said that our li.tts were SOO yards within the bearing boundary that 
was established in the screen/patrol sector. 

Q. You say "put in by the Executive Officer" was it also approved by the Coumanding Officer? 
A. Oh, yes, sir. The Executive Officer wrote the things that be thought pertinent for our 

watch and the Commanding Officer would review the.e and then add hil specific 1nstructions, if he 
had any at the time, and then be did sign them.. 

Q. You indicated but I didn't quite understand when you indicated that you read and signed 
the orders. Was it before or after relieving the watch? 

A. This was tmmediately after I relieved the watch. 

Q. You have spoken, I asaume, as to night order. particular to the night of 2 and 3 June, 
is that correct? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. Were there any indications in there of intentions for the night in the way of expected 
movements, changes in disposition or otherwise, that you cecall? 

A. To the best of my knowledge, as I look back, I sees to recall something in there about: 
follow the directions of the carrier in going to plane guard but I can't be too sure about this. 
A "he prepared statement" more or less. The thing that sticka out in my mind mostly of the 
Night Orders of that particular time is several "be prepareds." It said to be prepared to do 
this, be prepared to do that. 

Q. Do you recall what they were in particular? 
A. No, sir, I don't. 

Q. In addition to the daily Night Orders which y?~ referred were there any standing Night 
Orders that were applicable to all officers on watch that night? 

A. Yes, sir. The standing night Orders were in front of the Night Order Book which was on 
the bridge every night. This consisted of about five or six pages of standing night orders. 
I couldn't recite them to you verbatim naturally but, but they were definitely in the Night Order 
Book. 

Q. Do you recall whether either the daily or standing night orders contained any specific 
reference to what occasion the Captain should be called to the bridge? 

A. The Captain wanted to be notified whenever a ahip had a CPA of less than 10 miles and its 
course changed to come closer to the ship. 

Q. Were there any specific instructions 8S to notification in the case of changes of 
dispositions, itations, ectera. 

A. I don't recall any at this time, sir. 

Q. When you relieved the watch who had the conn? 
A. Lieutenant (jg) Bowler had the conn, and when Hr. ~ey relieved Lieutenant (lg) Bowler, 

he assumed the deck and the conn. 

Q. Did you at any time during the period of the watch assume the conn? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. At approximately what time? 
A. It was between 0230 and 0300 that I assumed the conn. 

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the formation at that time? 
A. No, sir, I can't recall. 

Q. Do you recall whether the disposition vas zig-zagging? 
A. Yes, sir. It va. definitely zig-zagging and on top of the zig-zagging ve were patrolling 

our sector. 

Q. By patrollina your aector you .an .,v1'D8 about within t.he boundaries. is that correct? 
A. Yea, sir. 

~ 

Q. Do you recall the course aDd .peed, the base courle and speed of the formation at any ti_ 
prior to the time EVANS va. in colliaion with MELB0URRE7 

A. Ye., alr, 1 do. 

Q. Would you .tate vb.t it va. aad. at approxl .. tely what tiM? 
A. To the beat of OIY knovladae .a 1 r.c.ll .... I can't r_r the time tluot it "". order.d 

but the baae coura. va. chaaaed to 18S at 16 knots. 
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Q. And was that during the time that you had the conn? 
A. As I recall •••. I can't remember it was in effect at •• (witness held brief dlscus~lon with 

his counsel.) It was put into effect in a message that came over the radio telephone and it was 
shnckled. 8S I think it was called. 

Q. The board as you are aware, are interested in the events concerning the co111s10n. Was this 
c.'ursc and speed you have mentioned 185 at speed 16 and· in effect just prior to that. 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. During the time you had the conn was FRANK E. EVANS required to change station in the 
formation? 

A. No, sir. on I'm sorry, are you talking about ordered to change station within the serpen? 

Q. Either within the screen or taking another atation within the formation? 
A. Yes. sir. 1 didn't understand you at first. 

Q. Yould you describe the circumstances, please? 
A. (Witness discussing the question with hi. counsel) I have a diagram here that I will have 

to show the board in closed session, but I can give you aome of the factors surrounding the 
incident up to the collision. 

Q. The board would desire that you give as much .s you can in as much detail as you can in 
the open session and then you will be given the opportunity to amplify and add such additional facts 
as you would like in closed seslion. 

A. Yes, sir. We were ordered to take plane guard station 1,000 yards astern of the 
:l!1AS l1ELBruRNE. 

Q. ~wy I interupt at th.,t point? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Approximately what time was that? 
A. It would be between 0310 and 0320. When the order was executed I went to the radar 

repe,:tcr on the bridge and checked the bearing and range to the MELBCXJRNE. 'Ibis bearing was 084. 
the range was 3,800 yards. I then turned and looked at the clock on the after bulkhead of the 
pilothouse. I checked the zigzag plan that was in effect and according to the base course vhich 
~~s 185 nnd the zigzag plan her course should have been 20 degrees to starboard at that tinE or 
c.ourse :'05. I was patroling the screen and I was at 22 knots with a bearing of 084, 3,800 yards 
to th~ MELBCXJRNE and her on 205. I then informed Mr. Ramsey that my intention was to come around 
to the right and pass down the starboard side of the MELBOURNE ~nd fall in astern of her at 1.000 
yaru$. at which time I would reduce my speed. 

Q. According to your understanding of the situation of her course and speed. where would 
j'ou have been in relatio:l. to MEtBOiJRNE's bow? 

A. I would have been on her starboard bow. I then went to the starboard wing of the bridge. 
Ordered right 10 degrees rudder and told the helmsman to steady on a course of 050. When the 
ship came around I took my first visual bearing on the starboard polaris and noticed that the 
be:lring to the MELBOO'RNE was 070. I was very confu.sed at this time because I perfectly expected 
the ,mLBOURNE to be drifting right. The ahips were at darken ship and all I could see of th~ 
!1EJ.BOORNE was a shadow. I could see no aspect at all. 1 then told Mr. Ramsey that she was 
drifting left and then I applied 5 degrees left rudder. At this time over the radio telephone circuit 
on the bridge, I heard from the MELBCXJRNE. "You are on a collision course." I turned and looked 
at Mr. Ramsey. Mr. Ramsey looked up and ordered right full rudder. At that time 1 turned and looked 
again at the MELBOURNE and she was drifting rapldly left across our bow. She bad bright white 
lights on her flight deck. a mast head and range light, well her navigational lights were on, but 
due to the number of lights we still couldn't tell what aspect we were seeing. We then. both 
Mr. Ramsey and myself, went over to the port wing because she had driftpd across our bow and it 
was at that time we saw that we were looking at the bow a.pect of the HELBClJRBE. I saw that the 
MELBOURNE was in very close proximity to the EVANS. I turned around and I ordered the lee 
helmsman to place the engines at "All Back Pull". At this time I ran Over to tbfo, starboarod wing 
and 1 was shouting at the time that "She i. going to hit us", IIShe is going to hit us". 1 
reached the starboard wing. 1 turned and law a flash of light on the bridge. I was hit very solidly 
in the back and I was in the water. 

Q. Lieutenant Hopson. the board hopes to separate the test~ny into two sections. if at all 
possible, that leading up to the collision and then follOwing that, rescue operations, aalvage 
and so forth. 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. At this point I would like to .ak you acme amplifying questions leading up to this point. 
You indicated that you were first given a lignal to take formation 1,000 yards astern of the carrier. 
is that correct! 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. SCRN U .. betweeo 0310 and 03207 
A. Yel, air. To the heat of ay kDowledle, ,el, itl about the t1M. I have no docu.entation 

on this. 

Q. Unde".tood. wer. a07 ... corel. of IVAIIS cone.mi ... tbia lncle1eDt ... covereel to 7""" knovleelse7 
A. 110, al". To rq knovlec1p tba, all _Dt _ "Ub tile .blp, tile fo ..... "eI .action of tile .blp. 

Q. I undantand that 7"" are acti .... 01al, on tba 10 •• 10 of 7""".->1:7. 10 that cOlTecU 
A. 11NIt'. true, ,.. ••• lr. 

nEClASSIHED 117 

.. 



( ) 

~. r.~n you recall if there was an appreciable interval between the time you were given the 
sign.ll .md the ('x('cution of thilt sienal? 

A. (WitnC'ss holding brief discussion with his counsel) You nrc referring to the time thllt T 
,'-, ... given the' initial signal .:md the time of the execution of that signal, Is that corn'ct? 

~. That's correct. 
1 d~'n't rC'call what the time fr:1me was on th9.t. 1 'm sorry. 

~. You indicated that followins the receipt of the execution you lookeod at the dgug plan and 
the r<1Jar ~C"?C' LInd determined what action you should take. Can you recall the length of til"!€; 

bet\,'C'cr. the execution signal nnd the next scheduled change 1n the zigzag plan? 
A. Thf> periods of time on the zigzag plan 1 Bm Bure are classified and I don't kno,,",' whether 

'::~k'ul d an~, ... cr that or not in open session. 

~. 1 h01icve. the b03rd can correct me if 1 am wrong, 1 believe the board would permit you 
t·' ,Hl~\'l'r if you gave the length of time between the time you received the lIexecutc" and the ne,.:t 
~ch('Ju1I?d change. 

Senior Member: Yes. 

A. As I recall when I looked at the zigzag plan the course which the MELBOURNE was on had 
ju~t started. That was 20 degrees to starboard. 

Q. Do y()U recall in which dlrpction the next zigzag leg would have taken MELBOURNE? 
A. If I could see the operation order I could. 

'.:{. !,.,'ould ),ou recognize the plan if you saw it in the operation order? 
.\. y('~, ~ir, 1 would. 

(1. Very \ .... cll (counsel handing the document to the witness). 

-)L'niar memhcr: He '''ill recess for five minutes. 

7hc board recc5se.1 at 1614 h mrs, 14 June 1969. 
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The board recon~ened 1n open session at 1625 hours, 14 June 1969. 

All persons concerned with the board's proceeding who were present when the board recessed 

\"E"rp agAin prE'sent. 

Counsel for the board: The board now being 1n open session, it 1s pointed out by counsel that 

,lny rers,m who is to be called as a ..,itness or may be called as a witness should leave the board 

rOOm and withdraw. The board recalls LTJG Hopson. 

LTJG JamE's A. Hopson, U.S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board and testified 

as fol10,",,5: 

EXAMINATION BY OOUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Question5 by counsel for the board: 

Q. 1 believe that just before the board recessed, Mr. Hopson, 1 asked you concerning the length 

of time between the execute "Form One" until the next leg of the zig"zag plan was scheduled. Do you 

rt'call that? 
A. Yes, sir, after checking the operation order 1 found that it would be three minutes. 

Q. Three minutes, that's based on you receiving the execute at what time? 

A. That would be 0313. 

Q. That would be the next change, Is that correct? 

A. No, sir. that's the time we received the order. 

Q. Then the next change would be at time? 

A. 0316. 

Q. I See, and what would the change be. right or left, and how many degrees? 

A. It would be to the right, and it would be 28 degrees. 

Q. 28 did you say? 
A. Yes, sir, 28 degrees. 

Q. And what would be the deviation then from the base course, when the carrier was on that course? 

A. It would be 48 degrees to starboard. This was not the one that was in effect When the order 

\,'as il:'xecuted. 

Q. Let me go back a step. Maybe lIve confused the issue. Based on the Zig-zag plan that \."as 

in effect at the time the order to take station one thousand yards astt'rn of the carrier, can you 

estimate the length of time until the time of the next leg of the zig-r.ag plan that was in effect 

Has to be executed? 
A. The length of time that the carrier would be on the course that she was on would be 3 minutes. 

Q. And that was based on the zig-zag plan that you understand to be in effect? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the next course as we understood it, would be to the right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it would be a turn to the right of how many degrees from the course of the carrier at 

that timC'? 
A. From the base course it would be 48 degrees to starboard. Th.is would be, sir, if 1 ma: .. - add, 

this would be at time 16 that she would be coming right. 

Q. At timp 0316 is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And what did you understand the zero hour of the zig-zag plan to be? 

A. Well, the zero hour would have been 0200. This plan was put in effect, and, 

was stopped once by a Signal and then restarted again. Now When restarting this you 

the same initial time and you just start where you should have been. '11l.e way we kept 

werp Htth small, penciled in, tick marks alongside of each time as thC' time arrived. 

from combat information center the course that MELBOURNE was coming to, we checked it 

and then we either agreed and if there was any disagreement at all then we had it out 

to find out which waS the proper. 

Q. Was there any disagreement between you and CtC on this particular night? 

A. On this particular night? 

Q. Yes. 8S to the times and directions of zig-zag movements? 

as t recall, it 
still maintain 
track of thE'S£' 

We received 
on the bridge 
then and there 

A. There .. y have been one or two discrepancies. but not at this.leneral time that w. are 

mainly concerned with. The discrepancies being of a minor nature, .. ybe 4 or 5 degrees one way Or _ 

anoth.r and then at that tlmE' they were straightened out and the outcome of these were the rro.,.,r 

course as we saw It. 

Q. To your knowledge dld the carrier intend to continue zig-zagging during the time that you 

wr·re to take your station astern? 

A. As we understOOd it, yes 8ir. 
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Q. Let me take uou back to the time thilt you received the signal "Formation ONE". '{ou indicaterl 

that you received that over the primary tactical circuit, I believe? 

A. les, sir. 

Q. HOI,' is that circuit monitored on board USS FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. ~~ have a radio telephone On the Open bridge; we have a remote speaker on the open bridge. 

;he open bridge has control of this particular circuit. It is monitored in combat information center. 

by the erG \"atch, they maintain a log 1n there as we do on the bridge. 

Q. If the signal is received in code, who has the responsibility for decoding it? 

A. Both of us. 80th of us meaning thf' watch in Combat Information Center and the vlatch Cor, the 

t-ri '\~I'. 

Q. ;,1H':1 :"TC receives a signal docs it pass that signal to you in anr way? 

A. Ye~, sir. We have a sound powered phone circuit that I mentioned carlier in my testimony. 

that .,:onnected the talker on the bridge, the lookout on the flying bridge and the radal'man in combat 

in[on.lntion cc>nter and they would relay th(- information from ere to the bridge and if there we-re 

lliHrepancil:'s \.,re would note it at that time and take corrective action. 

Q. \~o has the responsibility of acknowledging signals coming over the primary tactical circuit: 

,\. The bridge watch. 

Q. And Who spC'cifically on the bridge? 

A. !hI:' Junior Officer of th" Deck has the primary re~pon5ibi1ity of acknowledging the tran!:o­

mi:'sions that come in over the RT circuits. 

Q. flo you n·call whether you specifically acknowledged the "Form One" that you recpiveu'? 

A. t don't recall whether 1 did or Mr. Ramsey did. It was ackno\"ledged howE'ver. lt .... ·a5 f'xr­

cut~d an ,I ...... C' did acknowledge the execution. 

Q. Were there any othrr radio telephone circuits being monitored on the bridge that evenins. 

th",t night? 
A, y~s, sir. we had anoth~r circuit, it was on the port side of bridge, but 1 can't recall 

... >hat it \-.'85 at this time. 

Q. iolhere \.,ras the speaker for the primary tactical circuit on the bridge? 

A. It ..... as On thE' forward bulkhead of the pilot house, starboard side. 

Q. Was it inside the pilot house? 

; .. No sir, it was outside the pilot house. When 1 say the forward bulkhead, 1 mean the exterior 

portion ~f that bulkhead within the bridge area. 

Q. And ho\,' fAr approximatc>ly \·'11.5 it from where you were standing in carrying out your dutiC'S 

~~ conning officer? 
A. Thi>- ' .. '''Juld depend on the time that you're referring to. As conning officer I \oIould be on 

or.C' of the \<lings or at the center portion of the bridge depending On what the situation was. 

~. Do you recall where you were at the time the signal IIFonnation ONE" was given? 

A, No, sir, I can't recall. 

Q. But do you specifically recall hearing that signal over &he primary tactical circuit? 

A. Yes •. sir. 1 can verify that it was executed. 

15 
Q. "f... there a hand SE't for the purpose of answering the radiO telephone? 

A. Yes, sir, the hand set is located onthe starboard side of the bridge on the'forward bulkhead 

~nich is just forward of the chart table at the center of the bridge. 

Q. Is it near the speaker? 

A. Yes. sir, it's almost directly in frODt of the speaker. 

Q. Did 1 understand that the transmisSions are recorded by an operator on the bridge? 

A. No. sir. They're recorded either by myself or the Officer of the Deck. If I am conning on 

the port wing, then he would answer a slgnal or something like this. he would record them. 

Q. Was that a permanent log that was kept of the transmissions? 

A. Yes. sir, it was a primary tactical log. 

Q. Who has the responsibility of the JOOD and the ooD. who would normally decode a message 

received in code? 
A. Wbuld you repaat the question again, sir? 

Q. Yes. I'll be glad to ... ybe 1 can rephrase it and .. te it more easily understood. you 

indicated, 1 believe. previously, that if a lignal val received in lome sOrt of • code that it 

wOuld be decoded on the bridge and allo in eoabat and you would eo.pare notel, 1 bellpve aa.rthlng 

along that line. Was there any IpeciUc a •• igNDent of duty between the 000 ad the JOOD as to ",",0 ., 

decoded the lignal thaJ -was received? 

A. As to the Ipecific •• lignlHftt of the duty, the way it va. done 11 that one of us would decode 

it and then the other one would check it, 10 it wal done by both of uS noraally. 

Q. Do you recall whether there vere any co.nunicationl difficulties ~dlately prior to the 

collilion In thil cale? 
A. That 1 don't know, air. 
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Q. Old the messages that came to you over the primary tactical circuit seem clear and readable? 
A. Yes, sir. n"ose that I heard. 

Q. After you had received the signal IIFormation ONE" did you receive any further transmissions 
on the primary tactical circuit until the time of collision? 

A. The next transmission 1 heard over the primary tactical circuit was "you are on a collis ton 
course," 

Q. Can you recall at approximately what time that was received in relation to coming around 
to the right and steadying up? 

A. It was very shortly thereafter. When we came around to the right we had a very high relatiye 
speed and &0 it was very shortly thereafter, I can't say what time it was. 

Q. Could you see the carrier at that titre 1 
A. At which time, sir? 

Q. 
A. 

1 heard 

After you had steadied up and heard this message "you are on a collision course"? 
I would like to say that after I steadied up I eame left with five degrees rudder and then 
the signal. 

Q. If 1 understand your prior testimony, you came right and after steadying up discovered that 
there had been a left bearing drift rather than a right bearing drift and that's the reason for the 
five degrees left rudder? 

A. Yes. sir. And then after the five degrees left rudder was applied then I heard the trans­
mission saying "'{ou are on a colliSion course." At this time as to your Initial question. I could 
see the carrier but I couldn't tell what aspect I was seeing because we were at darken ship and 
there were no lights on the carrier at this tiee. 

Q. You saw nO lights whatsoever? 
A. No. sir. 

Q. Following that did you hear any further transmissions over the pri~ry tactical circuit? 
A. Yes, sir, would you like the ones that we initiated or •••• 

Q. I would like transmissions that you initiated as well as those you received from MELBOURNE. 
A. I see sir. Immediately after seeing that the carrier had the left bearing drift we applied 

the five degrees left rudder and then I heard the signal over the radio telephone saying "You are 
on a collision course." I turned to Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Ramsey looked up and ordered right full rudder. 
At this time I then turned around and looked at the carrier again and saw tbat she had her lights 
on, on the flight deck and a lot of white lights. 

Q. Can you identify the white lights on the flight deck? Do you know wat type of lights 
they were? 

A. No, sir, I don't know. 

Q. Were they navigational lights? 
A. No, sir, just white lights. The next transmission I heard was .••• 

Q. Did you also see any running lights at the time? 
A. NO, sir, if I could have, I would have been able to tell the aspect: of the carri.er at that 

time. 

Q. Did the white lights in any way confuse you 1 
A. Yes. sir, definitely. Let's see, back to your question of the transmissi~ns. ~mmediately 

after this there was some hesitation and the next transmission over the radio telephone was the 
MELBOURNE saying "Roger, my rudder is hard left." 

Q. Could you estimate the distance between you and MELBOURNE at the time you received the 
message "You are on a collision course"? 

A. No, sir, I couldn't. The MELBOURNE at this time was a shadow, the moon was clouded over 
with a cloud covering and it was just a shadow. There was a moon that night and there wer~ patches 
of clouds and the clouds just happened to be in the pOsition that the MELBOURNE was just in a 
shadow at that tt... 

Q. Could you describe the weather conditions in more detail itl addition to the moonlight? 
A. It was a very calm sea, very calm •••• 

Q. My wind? 
A. Very little wind. 

Q. Visibility? 
A. Visibility was very good in the uoonlight. 

Q. Following the tranaai •• ion "My nulder i. bard Ieftll 

transmis.ionll or transmit eny other _ •••• e. 01\ the primary 
frOll J1EL8JURRE. did you hear any other­
tactical network! 

any 

A. No .ir. 

Q. lUring thi_ period froa the time of "For1Ution ORE" untll 
time. tranaai •• ion fr_ HELIJOUItME anDouncina it. courle' 
A. No lir. 

the colli.ion, did you hear at 

Q. Can you live the board aD •• tt_te of the rang. between IlELIIOUIIIE and EVMlS at the U .... y .... ~" ... 
received the ..... se from l£UOUItNE. "My rudder 11 bard left'" T'~:::<~: 
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A. No, sir, I couldn't. I couldn't tell the aspect of the carrier, and so 1 couldn't determine 
th~ range. The first time I could estimate the range was when we went to the port wing and we 
rC'albpd that we had a bow On aspect of the MELBOURNE. She was in very close proximity and colli. 
sian was iTmlinent. 

Q. And what was your rudder at that time? 
A. Our rudder was right full at that time. 

Q. Was the ship already swinging right? 
. A. Yes, sir, as I stated before the MELBOURNE bad drifted across our bow and 1 was On the star-
ooard wing when the evolution first started and then when we started to come left and Mr. Ramsey 
ordered right full rudder. the ship started to swing very rapidly since we were at 22 knots. A full 
rudder at that time would swing the ship quite rapidly and the carrier drifted left across our bow, 
\,(, went to the port wing and that ""as the first time we realized l,mat 'ole saw. 

Q. ,\fter initially coming around to the right and steadying up you indicated you put on fivE"' 
de5rees left rudder. Do you recall What course the ship reached before Mr. Ramsey put on right 
full rudder? 

A. No, sir, I don't. I don't remember What it was. 

Q. Is there a doctrine in EVANS as to who has the conn and the method of relieving the conn 
between the ODD and the JOOD? 

A. Would YOU pl~ase repeat the question? 

Q. Yes, sir. Is there a doctrine in EVANS as to who shall have the conn between the 000 and 
the K'{"[I and is there an established procedure for one or the other to relieve the other of the c'Jnn? 

A. That's a two-fold question •••• 

Q. 
it "hen 

A. 

Ye.s, anc! I'll !'itart all over, 1 apoligize. 
the manu{'vers stArted. Is that correct? 
Yes, sir. 

• 
First of all you had the conn as I understanc' 

Q. What would have been the normal procedure if LTJG Ramsey desired to relieve yOu of the conn? 
A. I understand. The normal procedure for reUeving the conn is for the individual ",tlo < .... as 

going to take the conn to be informed of the course and the speed of the carrier which "'Qu1d bf' .... bas€' 
course and base spped and then also the number of turnf: that we had to maintain station on~' 
[ormation center and at that time the conning officer would turn into the pilot house an~ say this 
is ~-tr. so-and-so, Mr. "X" has the conn and thpn Mr. "X" \JOuld say this 1s Mr. "X", I have the conn. 
The helmsman would then report to the new conning officer his cOors€' and his ~peed, the steering 
motor and cable and then the lee helmsman would report the status of the main engines. That was thp 
normal procedure. 

Q. One timC' in your testimony you indicated that Mr. Ramsey gave an ord~r "right full rudder." 
~-.'as that order issued to you or to the helmsman? 

A. It was issued to the helmsman. 

Q. What was the effect of that order on who had the conn? 
A. The effect of Mr. Ramsey' issuing the order of right full rudder was that he did assume the 

conl', . 

Q. 
A. 

full. 

You understOOd that from that momemt that he had the conn? 
Yes, sir. I might add that just prior to the collision, I did issuE' an order for all back 

This ·was when we were definitely in extremis. 

Q. Old you receive any direction from LTJG Ramsey to issue that order? 
A. NO, sir, I didn't. 

Q. That was on your own initiative? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. Hopson, I hope you will forgive me 1f I repeat a couple of things, 11m trying to make 
sure_l cover everything and my memory might not be completely accurate as to what you have already 
answered. I apologb:e in advance. First of all you indicated that upon receipt of thEl. order, you 
ordered right ten degrees rudder. steady on 050. 

A. Yes. sir. That is correct. 

Q. Did you ever steady on 050 to your knowledge? 
A. Yes, sir. I believe we did to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. Did you receive a report from the helmsman to that effect? 
A. Yes, lir. as I recall. 

Q. And I alked you, I believe. loIhea you came left, how far you came before you got the "right 
full" order. Old I receive an .awer to that? 

A. Yel, Ilr, you did and that v .. I didn't know. 

Q. You atated that one tiM LT.J; ~ey looked up ad not ina the .ltuatioo, took .o.e action. 
Could, you Itat. wat he looked up froa ad .at he va. doml at that tl.e that va. taklnl hi_ 
attention? 

A. ae v •• 
tion order. I 
brldle. 

looJdna at • _ .... e at the t.iM .. 1 racall. It va. eith.r a ...... or the opera­
can I t recall which, hut h. Val reAdina lo.ethina at the chart tOle on the open 
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Q. 
you had 

A. 

Do you recall if the course change to 185. speed 16 knots, occurred during the time that 
the conn? 
No, sir, I can't recall. 

Q. 
A. 

But it was in effect at the time the order to "Form ONEil was received? 
Yes. 8ir, that was the base course and speed. 

Q. What was the first time that you recall aeeing any lights on MELB)URNE? 
A. It was immediately after 1 looked at Mr. Ramsey when he had ordered right full rudder. 1 

then looked back at the MELBOURNE and law the white light. that she had. 

Q. But no side lights at that time? 
A. No, air. I couldn't see them. 

Q. Old you at any time use binocular.? 
A. I had them around my neck at the time as we always did When we were on watch, but I was 

looking through the bearing circle on the port pelorua. and 1 didn't have an opportunity to use 
the binoculars. 

Q. Was anyone aSSisting you from the radar repeater? 
A. No, sir, not at the time 1 was on the starboard wing. 

prior to making my turns, the bearing of MELBOURNE was 084 the 
hundred yards. 

I did check 8a 1 atated earlier 
range was t~ree thousand eight 

Q. After that initial range of, bearing 084, range 3.800 ,ards, do you recall any specific 
bearings and ranges at any time thereafter? 

A. Yes, sir, the one bearing on my visual check after we had made our turn to the right was 
070 and this at the point where 1 became confused because she was drifting left instead of right. 

Q. At that time was she on your starboard or your port ~? 
A. She was definately to starboard of ua, 070 and we were on 050. 

Q. Did you receive any recommendations at any time from CIC as to action to take to execute 
the r~'rm o~.,,- signal? 

A. NO, sir, I did not. 

Q. \.J'as it normal practice for you to receive such reccmmendations? 
A. No. CIC did not sive a recommendation at this time. 

Q. Was it normal for CIC to do so in changing stations? 
A. Yes, sir. CIC generally did give courses, some timea. 

Q. Did anyone on the bridge work out a solution to the problem? 
A. No sir. 

Q. When the order was received where was the OOD? 
A. Sir, I can't remember Where I was, I can't •••• 

Q. At the time you received the order "Form ONEil you were p<3troling station .. t recall. 
Patroling sector I should say. 

A. Yes, air. That's correct. 

Q. Do you recall what course you were on at the time you received the order? 
A. We were at 22 knots and our course was, we were paasing through 220 at the time. If I may 

I would like to clarify this. What we did When we partolled our sector is we would maintain usually 
between 3 and 5 degrees rudder at all times and awing the ship in the different directions so that 
...,e could properly patrol our sector. So, as I recall, we were passing through 220 coming right. 

Q. You spoke of a normal procedure for decodtng messages received Over the pr~ry tactical 
circuit. Do you recall specifically what waa the procedure at the time that the base course signal 
of 185 was received? 

A. I don't recall who receipted for the meaaage. but I do recall that it was brOken and checked. 
The code waa broken and checked. 

Q. And that's under the procedure you previously mentioned of one breaking and one checking? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. Hos did you arrive at a course of 050 as a courae to steady on? 
A. 050 was ~ initial choice. It waa a very conservative choice, baaed on the course of 205 

and apeed of 16 knots that the MELBOURNE was on. On a .... neuver like this what normally bappens is 
we would ~ke our lnitial move and make ainor adjuac.ents after we did come about, OUr initial move 
would be a very conservative move. The 050 courae. I have had an opportunity to cheCk it, and the 
closest potnt of approach would place ua 2,700 yards away from the MELBOURNE. 1 have a maneuvering 
board solution for this with _. A d:laar_ that abowe ebe •• ctor that we vera in" unfortunately, 
80 I ean't sbow it at thi. tt... It will be in closed aea.ion. 

Q. we will aive you an opportunity to do that later. SIDce the bearing drifted left during 
your tum to OSQ can you explain your rea.OIla for then cOla1ns left? 

A. 1 oaw that ohe .... driftl", left and 1 perfectly expected her to be on • couroe of 205 and 
1 thought according to avery lDdlcatloa 1 hed, accord I", to the bearl", and the renae that 1 had 
checked prior to .. kln& IIY turn that 1 .u 6ff her atarboard bow •• 0 eoaina left would be a toate.l 
.ove in that particular in.t.nce. 
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Q. Did you receive any suggestions as to course changes from LTJG Ramsey? 

A. At which point, sir? 

Q. Prior to the time he issued the 'order right full rudder? 

A. Not for a particular course change, no sir. 

Q. Was there any status board on the bridge Which gave Buch information as base course, base 

~p~edt zig~zag plan in effect, etc.? 

A. Yes. sir. There was a very good status board that we had On the port side of the forward 

bulkhead of the pilot house. It was on the bridge itself. It had the base course, base speed. 

the [ormation, the screen, what our position was 80 far as beating and range, SOPA, OTC, the status 

of the engineering plant, and all equipment on the .hlp that had be~n down at any time or was down 

r~th£>r •. "1nd alao its expected estimated tiue of repair....--

Q. To your knowledge was it complete and up to date at the time of the incident? 

A. Yes, sir. That was my job. 

Q. Where was the Captain ~ during this evolution? 

A. The Captain was in his sea cabin which was adjoining the pilot house. 

Q. Did you at any time during this maneuver notify the Captain? 

A. No, sir. 1 did not. 

Q. To your knowledge did anyone else notify the Captain? 

A. Not to my knowledge, no sir. 

Q. Would you state the reason why you did not? 

A. Why 1 did not? 

~. Yes. 

i~. The Office-r of the Deck was the normal contact with the Captain in any instance during the 

·".:ttch. 

Q. Did you rr.ake any recOtmlenrlations to the Officer of the Deck with respect to notification? 

A. Ko, sir. I did not. 1 might add that I don't know for a fact Whether anybody did or not. 

j1,ln' t. notic~ that he wa~ notified. 

Q. You have no recollection? 

.\. Yes, sir, 1 have nO recollection. 

~. Your testimony is that you took no actiOn to notify the Ca?tain? 

..... That's true, yes. 

Q. Is it your understanding of the t":aptain's orders that he sllould be notified u"'oet' circt:.:n· 

stance.!' such as the onE'S you found yourself in upon receipt of the Signal "For:n O!>iF" CIt' at f:~y ::r';' 

~he_reaf ter 1 
A. It's my understanding that the Captain 1s to be notified \·.--hen '<If' have a major cnursE' change 

or something of this natut'e or a change of our station, yes, sir. 

~. And ~lat is your understanding of who has the duty to make this notification: 

A. It is my un:ierstanding that the Officer of the Deck has the dut), of notificat ion... 

1. At this time I ~il1 show you what has been admitted into ~vidence as exhibit 13 and rurporl~ 

to be th" St;lOJing Night Orders of FRANK E. EVANS ..mich were in effect on the evening of 2 June nT',; 

the rrcrning of 3 June 1969. and 1 would like you to look at them at this timp. If the pen an~ ink 

c! .'l!1ges on there confuse you, don't hrsitate to say so, we've had a previous explanation of lhos('. 

A. 'ies, sit', I understand. 

Q. I believe my question was do you recognize those as being the night orders in effect on 

the night of 2, 3 June. 

A. Yes, sir, 1 recognize th~. 

Q. You believe they are. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. There are certain instances there in which the order i8 called for to call to the Capt;:dn. 

Do you see those? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Was it practice in EVANS that those should be the occasions when the Captain !;houlr1 be ('Alll','-: 

A. Yes. sir, it was. 

Q. Was it usual that be should be called on those occa.lons? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever personally called the Captain at night to nottfy him of anything or cal1e~ 

him for any.purpose? 
A. Not While I va. JUnior Officer of ehe Deck. nO .ir. Unle •• 1 was directed to by the Officer 

of the Deck. 

Q. You .t.ted that at one tt.e you • .w a .idelisht of the carrier, 1. that correct? 

A. 'l'be only tilDe I lcnew "at .. pect I va. looking at va. vlteft it was bow on and that vas """en 

you were 1n very close proximity. 

124 



Q. 
A. 

( 

Was she starboard or port of EVANS? 
She 'MS on our port side. 

) 

Q. Was that when you had right rudder on? 
It was when we had right rudder. 

Is that correct? 

,:... 

Q. Right full? 
A. Yes, sir. 

~. Going back to the rece1pt , the time of the receipt of 

stand it , that was glv~n 1n a tWO step process, a preparatory 

correct -: 

the message, "Form ONE", as 
11gna1 and then ~execute. 

I under­
Is that 

A. AS far as I recall the issuance of the tlForm ONEil message was an execute to follow message 

and then at a later time it was executed. 

Q. And you indicated that you were pasling through 220 coming right. Was that at the prepara­

tory algnal or at the execute signal? 

A. This was when I initially checked the radar repeater checked the course of the MELBOURNE and 

notified Mr. Ramsey of my intentions and went to the starboard wing and came around to the right. 

1 was passing •••• 

Q. ~ou already had a 8low Iwing to the right as a result of the 3 to 5 degrees rudder? 

A. 
in our 

Yes. air. It was very slow becaaae we were p~,..lling atation and. swinging back and forth 

Sector. 1"'" ... 

Q. As 1 under8tand it, then, you were passing 220 at the time you had completed all your pre­

parations after receipt of the execute? 

A. Let's see. I'm trying to recall when I did look at ~he. there is a gyro repeater just above 

the chart table in the open bridge and this 1& where I look.ed·.at the course when I w" checking the 

radar repeater and the course of the MELBOURNE. I don't recall when I did it. but it was in this 

chain of events just prior to my turn. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel have nO further questions in open se8sion, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. ~. HOpson, did you hear any sound signals, during the perio~ immediately prior to the colli-

sion? 
A. Immediately prior to the collision I did hear a collision alarm. yes sir. 

Q. From Where did that originate? 
A. 1 couldn't tell. It was just so short a tiroe prior to the time that I was under water that 

1 couldn't tell. 

Q. You're not certain whether it came from MELBOURNE or not? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear any whiltle signals or siren signals? 

A. No, sir. just a collision alarm is all. 

Q. What kind of a Bound 1s this colli.ion alarm Which you heard? 

A. It's a high pitch tone of a varying intenSity. 

Q. 1& it common to United States deltroyers of ~he clas. of FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. Yes. sir. it sounded like ourSe 

Q. Did you actuate a collision alarm? 
A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did you order one? 
A. No, sir. 

Qe Did you sound any other danler lignal. either internally Or externallY? 

A. No, sire 

Q. Do you recan, Mr. Hopson, any occallons, when under the Itanding night orders, which you 

have examined, where the Captain was to be notified. when he val not 10 notified? 

A. I don't recall any specific inltance. nO sir. 

Q. Either on th10 vatth or "" ... y prior vatch? 

A. It may have.happened, but 1 don't recall any lpecific t~ that it did happen. I don't 

recall Wheth.r it did happen or not. 

Q. On any watch which you bave .toad on the bridle have you ever bean preleat when the captain 

va. called to the bridse by the Officer of the Deck? 

A. Not that 1 recall, no air. 

Q. lIIat 10 the pre.crlbed procedure for caUlD& the captain to tho bridse? 

A. Any Manl pollible If It' ... __ n_ey or a, .. the vay that .. bad it .et up tl that there 

wa. a bu .. er on the 0_ bridse ju.t _ the forward bulilhe..s of the ope ft1d&e. _ thh bu .. er 

could be pulhed and the phone ill the Ceptaln t 
•••• cabin could b. picked up. 
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Q. What message would you give him on the telephone? 
A. Well, I normally didn't call him, sir. 

:> 

Q. What was the prescribed procedure for calling him? Was there any prescribed procedure, and, 
if so, what was it? 

A. As I understand It, sir, what I have heard 18 the Officer of the Deck would eall the Captain 
and say. "Captain, this is the Officer of the Deck", and then relate to him what the situation was 
that h~ wanted to get clarified. 18 that your question .ir? 

the 

Q. My question is, what 1s the prescribed procedure for calling the Captain to the bridge? 
A. Oh! To the bridge, the procedure 1. to contact the Captain 1n any way possible. If over 
Hie, it would be, "Captain to the bridge, Captain to the bridge, Captain to the bridge." 

Q. Well, let us suppose the Captain was in the aea cabin? What would be the procedure, pre­
scribed procedure? 

A. Well, it would be etther calling him on the phone if the situation was such that you could 
do that or have the boatswain's mate of the watch or the watch go in and awake the Captain. ask 
him to come to the bridge: 

the 

Q. Have you ever been present on the bridge when tbia occurred? 
A. I have never been on a watch where this did take place. 

Q. Have you ever been on a ship when you heard thb mesaage passed over the It«:, "Captain to 
bridge" ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Mr Hopson. you stated that it was among the dutiea of the Junior Officer of the Deck to 
maintain the Itatus board that was on the port .ide of the open bridge? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you make any alterations to the status board during your watch on the third of June? 
A. Yes, sir, 1 did. 

Q. Do you recall any of these? 
A. 1 made the course and apeed changes that were necessary, but 1 can't recall the specific 

courses and speeds changes that 1 did make. 

Q. When you were patroring station, what courses were cOlTmOnly recorded on the status boar,d? 
A. The base course and the base speed and also the zig-zag course at the time. No, correction, 

the base course and the base speed, the zig-zag course was taken from the operation order that was 
on the chart table and maintained there by tick marks by myself as Junior Officer of the Deck. 

Q. So that the zig-zag course wal not recorded on the status board? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Mr. Hopson, you stated that the base speed in the moments immediately prior to the collision 
vas, as you understand it, 16 knots? 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. And would that have then been the .peed at Which HMAS MELBOURNE was proceeding when she was 
the guide? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You stated that EVANS was doing 22 knots? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that there was a six knot differential between MELBOURNE and EVANS? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that thenannal differential you would use when p~ling station with 3 to 5 degree. of 
constant rudder? 

A. Well, sir, it all depended on the degree of .wing that we would allow whllC' we we-re patrol­
ins the sector. In this particular instance, as 1 recall, 1 was trying to get to the upper right 
hand corner of our patrol sector and that's why it vas such a differential, just a rand on patrol, 
to gPt up there and then start back again. 

Senior Member: The board will have further questions for this witness in open session and thpn 
it will be necessary to hear the testimony of Mr. Hopson in closed sessioo. We will do this to­
nIOTro·..... 'ftte board will now adjoum for the day, until 1330 tomorrow, Sunday. 

Counsel for the board: Before doing 80, however. ~ HOPlon, you are inltructed not to dt8cUS~ 
thE- testitDOny you have given with any person other than your counsel, counsel for the board and 
members of the board. If anyone other than thele persons attempts to dtacus8 your tp.stimony ,,,tth 
you, you are directed to get in touch with counsel. Do you understand that? 

~1tne.s: Yea, air. 

The board adjourned at 1735 hours, 14 .June 1969. 
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SIXTH DAY 

The board reconvened 1n executive I ••• lon at 1330 bour •• 15 June 1969. 

The board reealaed at 1355 hour., 15 JUnl 1969. 

During the above I.e.ion the bOlrd reviewed and approved the prior diY" tran.cript and planned 
future proceeding. of the board. 

The board reconvened in open 1.1,{on at 1400 houri. 15 June 1969. 

All perlon. connected with the board who were prelent when the board adjourned vere 1,lln prlaent. 

Senior Member: The hearing i, now open. 

Counael for the board: Let the record reflect that thi. i. In open bearing. Anyone who .. y 
be a witnesl 1n thi. hearing, or expect. that be -'she be, 1, •• ked to l •• ve the "room at thi. 
time. Counlel for the board call. ~eutenant Hoplon. 

Lieutenant (junior grade) James A. Hoplon, U.S. Wavy. accompanied by hi. coun.el, LCDR Herbert 
o. Brickeon, JACC. USN, waa recalled as a witneaa by counael for the board, reminded that he was 
still under oath and examined aa follow.: 

EXAIIINATHII BY COOIISEL PCll TIlE BOIUUl 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. At the close of yeaterday's ae.sion, the board iadicated it and counael would have further 
questions in open ses8ion today and you are reminded that thi~ ia an open ,aea8ion an&you are not 
permitted to answer any questions that call for a clalaified answer. Do you understand this? 

A. Yes, sir, I underatand. 

Q. We asked you yesterday as to your background in the Navy. In addition to what you related 
yesterday. have you completed any courses of inatruction of any sort in connection ~th standing 
watches on the bridge or in CIC? 

A. Officer Candidate School had aome phases of this, quite a bit a8 • matter of lact, air. 

Q. 
A. 

ship. 
Senior 
hridgp 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

What type of instruction in your duties did you receive on board USS PRANK E. EVANS? 
The type of instruction was more or less worked around the operational commitments of the 

We had formal lectures when posaible. These were conducted by the CIC Officer, or the 
Watch Officer, or variousofficers on the ship 1n connection with the CIC and .tanding of the 
watches. 

You indicated that on the morning of 3 June you were on watch with Lieutenant Ramsey? 
Yes, sir, that is correct. 

Had you stood Officer of the Deck watches with him previou.ly? 
I had stood Junior Officer of the Deck watches with him, yes, sir. 

Q. You were the Junior Officer of the Deck when be was the Officer of the Deck, is that correct? 
A. Yes. sir. This was •••• Aa I recall, it was juat .ince the start of the Sea Spirit Exercise, 

after leaving'Manila, that twas aasigned as hia JOOD. 

Q. Did you find that he corrected your errorl a. he detected such errora' 
A. Y(>s, air. he would correct them. I donlt know what you are referring to right nav. 

Q. I was trying to find out if he demanded that you per fora your duties in a correct aanner 8S 

Junior Officer of the Deck? 
A. Yes, 8ir. 

Q. Had you stood watches a. Junior Officer of tbe Deck with other Officera of the Deck of 
the shlp? 

A. Yes, sir. I had. 

Q. Did you find that the atandards of perfonunce were hiah aaong Officers of the Deck of 
FRAN!( E. EVANS? 

A. I bave nothing to compare the. with. 

Q. Did you find that they demanded that you perform your duties in a correct and satisfactory 
manner? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. 
leaat, 

A. 

Prior to lX.reb. S •• Spirit. ".,.. iDllieatod tbat JOG bad ... e .... tbat ".,.. bad ...... t 
the operation order 10 effect for tb.t operation. 
Would you repe.t tbat! 

Q. I'. aorry. You ladieated that there va. ao operation orc1er in effect for thi. ,articuler 
operat'ion tn that you. atated that the al8a •• platll v •• taken frca it. II thllt conect! 

A. Y •• , all'. 

Prior to tho e_llC_ftt Df tba tr .... it ,~ ... Df Ie •• ,irit. bad ".,.. bad tM _tUlllty to 
.to4y the operatioa order! 
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A. ,Not to .tudy it in detail, no. air. 

Q. Had you at any time prior to the night of the 3rd of June had the opportunity to become 
familiar with this? 

A. Yea, air. I did look at the OpOrder leveral time. prior to this particular witch. 

Q. Were you aware of any other publication. that .. y b.ve been in effect for thi. particular 
operation that were i.aued just prior to the exerei •• ? 

A. There w •• what we cilled the ''Maritime Operation Procedure," it va. connected with thi •• 

Q. Had you had the opportunity to Itudy that docuaent? 
A. I had looked at it. yea, air. 

Q. Had there been. requirement placed on the officer. standing Witch that they be familiar 
with that prior to the exereia., to your knowledge? 

A. The Senior Watch Officer en the ahip did live u. inatructionl to f .. iliarlze ouraelve. 
with the.e verioua publicationl which vere in effect. that would be in effect during the period. 

Q. Were any formal 1a.truct1on period. held for tho watch .t.ndlng officer.' I .hould ..ond 
that to read conferences 81.0. 

A. There were .eetinga in the Wardroom on this and it waa diacu •• ed at the tt.e. 

Q. Do you recall .eeiug a document entitled "IItAS M!L!OURNE Escort Handout" prior to this time. 
I .how it to you now (handing the document, Exhibit 17 to the witaea.). 

A. (Witness examined the document briefly) I don't recall _pecifically leeing this particular 
document. There were quite. few piecea of paper concerning this exercise and I ~y have. I don't 
recsll at this particular moment. 

Q. You testified that there was a sound-powered telephone communications circuit connecting 
you with the lookouts and with CIC? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were there any other means of communications with CIC, and were they utilizied immediately 
prior to the collision? 

A. The other forms of communications with CIC were the 29HC which is a box with loudspeaker 
on it, a two-way box. 

Q. Is that cOIIDOnly referred to as a tlSquaw1t box!" 
A. Yes, air. I don't recall the 29HC being used for communication. t do remember, just 

immedi.tely prior to the colliSion, I heard over the 29HC what sounded like InsigD Armstrong', 
voice. I really couldn't tell for lure, but all I heard waa, "lIey." 

Q. All you heard was what? 
A. "Hey. II 

Q. IlHey?" 
A. Yes, sir, and then the collision occurred. 

Q. During the period between the execute of the "Porm One" signal and the collision, did 
you receive any reports from .ny lookouta, that you recall? 

A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. Did you receive .ny reports from CIC during that lase period? 
A. Immedi.tely prior to the colliaion, I don't recall any report from CIC, no, s~r. 

Q. I would appreciate if you would amplify your answer to include the period between the 
execute "Form One" signal and the colIlIion. Did you receive any cOlllllUnic.tionl from CIC during 
that period? 

A. No, sir, Dot that I recall. 

Q. I ••• fr.id that our record i. Qot cl.ar on what you • .w in the way of navigation.l ILghts 
on board fltAS MELBClJRNE during the period. that you were executing: the aignal "Form One". Could 
you atate ag8in for us what it waa that you .aw and when if you c.n po.libly do that? 

A. Yes. air. J'l1 .tart from the time that we raceived "Pormation One", i. that the 1DOIDent? 

Q. That', correct. 
A. I checked the radar repeater on the bridle to determine the bearlna and the r.nae to the 

IlIA S HE LBOIJIlIIE • 

o. May I interrupt at that point? Wa. there any difference in the bearing that you received 
by viewing the ••••• ny difference in tbe beariag by radar than by viaual .ightina through the 
pelorus to your knowledge! 

A. I ehecked the r.dar rapeater .t thet tiM only. I d1dn't t.ke • vllual he.ring .t thet U_. 
Q. D1d you .t .ay tiM cc.p,r. the ~, 
A. I'rlor to the t ..... , 

Q. Ii ther pr10r to or after' 
A.· Ro, air. I toolt the .... r1 .... Dd r .... o &oa the rador repeater oDd e"'cked tho 01 .... 

pion oad the Ume .Dd the eouroo the IIILB_ ""uld ... on. 1 told 1Ir. buoy of ., l"te"U_ 
to c ... orOllDd to tho rllht oDd 10 d ...... tho .tor_reI aide of the IIILB_ ..... f.n 1a .otern of 
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her. He •• id that that would bo fine and then 1 wont to the .t.rboord wina. Ordered riBht 10 
degrees rudder. I then ordered the helmsm.n to .teady up On COUrl. 050. I took., firlt vi.u.1 
bearing from the starboard wing and found chit the MILBOURN! WI' on I b.aring of 070. I reali •• d 
that ahe had drifted left Ind I couldntt understand chi, .0 I applied 5 degrees left rudder to 
halt the 1.ft bearing drift. I then heard over the radio telephone the liln.1 ca.e in thlt .aid 
we were on I collislon course. I turned to look at Mr. lam.ey. Mr ..... ey looke~ up and order 
right full rudder. 

Q. ~y I interrupt at that point? At that point the rudder v •• Itlll S dear ••• lett, 1. 
that riBhtr 

A. YI'S, .ir. Mr. bmaey then picked up the radio telephone and .ent the ••• Ise to the 
MELBOORNE "ylng. "Roger, my rudder 1. risht full II , and I turned blck, looked at the MELIOURRE 
and .aw white light. and thi. 18 .11 I 'IW at thi. tt.e. 

Q. W •• that the fiut time thet you hed ••• n H."t. on tho MELBOVRII!r 
A. Yo" .ir. At th.t time we h.d .t.rtod to .wins to the rilht quito r.pidly wi~b full 

rudder and we then heard over the radio telephone, trOll the MELBOURNE, that abe b.d her rudder 
hard, left. I believe that that anawer. your que.tion. 

Q. Yea. Did you ever aee any light. of • color other than whiteT 
A. No. sir. The brilliance of the light. I law vere qUite confuling to.e. I couldn't 

tell the .Ipect of the .hip. 

Q. Do you happen to know the placement of the navigational light I on board the MELBOURNE? 
A. She has a ... thead and range light. 

Q. Where are they placed, do you know! 
A. Her masthead and range light are On the i.land. 

Q. Do you know where the 8ide light. are placed, h~r red.aad green .1de 1ightsf. 
A. Yes, lir. There, as 1 recal,I ..... 

Q. Mr. Hopson, the board would not alk you to guels if you do not know. 
A. I can't remember the exact placement of thea, 8ir, but I know that they are forward though. 

Q. Do you know at 8pproxi~tely what level. main deck level, or what level on the ahip? 
A. No, sir. I don't 

Q. Am I to understand your answer to mean that they are not on the 181and? 
~. I don't know is my answer, lir. 

Q. Do you have any idea of how many white lights you saw? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did they light up the entire flight deck? 
A. As far as I now, yes, sir. 

Q. Could you tell the bOlrd the name of the helmeman who waa at the helm at the tine of this 
diaster? 

A. I don~t recall his name. 

Q. 00 you recall the placement of the other people on the bridge during these events of the 
last few minutes prior to collisiont 

A. The enlisted watch was in the pilot house and ,1 couldn't tell you exactly whe~e they 
were at the time. no, sir. I wasn't particularly looking ln that direction. 

Q. As far as you know, you and Mr. aamaey were the only ones on the open bridge? 
A. Well, we did have the JL talker. who vas on the open bridge. 

Q. Going back aglin to the question on lights. Is it true that you saw white lights other 
than the two standard white range light.? 

A. Yes. sir, I saw other white lighta. I could aee the .. sthead and range lights ab~ve the 
bright white lights OD the carrier. 

Q. And from the ... tbeld and range lights could you tell the aapect of the carrier? 
A. Not frOID the .. athead and rallle, DO. sir. 

Q. As I under.tand it then, you were clole enough to aee without the lights, is that correct? 
Ignore that If I lIIf.aquoted you, I'm lorry. 

A. I don't understand. air. Would you repeat it plea.e, .irt 

Q. It va. my understanding from your previous questioning, that you aaw the lights at about 
the ct .. thet you ...... 1>1. to datenlna the .. poct without U,bt., to thet correct or to thet errotlDU.1 

A. ~t tan't correct. alT. 

Q. Would you atate the correct facts, .i~' 
A. rr ... the tlM thet 1 initi.ll, .... tho ll,btl of the corrier, to tho tlM thet 1 

detenl ... d hor "poct, ..... fter .he hed drifted .ero •• our bow with our rudder rilbt full. We 
then "'nt to the port wina .Dd thet .... tho firot tlM thet I could tell ..... t the a.poct of tho 
c.arri.er .... 

Q. 1Ibet .... tho a.peet at tho tlM1 
A. We could _ her bow. She w. bow OD. 
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Q. Bow on? 
A. .Yes, sir. 

c 

Q. Understood. Could you give the board your exact recollection, so far a. you are able to 
do so at this time, of the exact radio mess8ges exchanged between you and the MELBOURNE between 
the time of the execute and the colli.lon? 

A. The three me'8sges concerned after the time of the execution of the "Form One". The 
first one I am not too sure about, but .8 I recall it was, the initial call-up and ahe gave her 
coded signal. 

Q. By signal you mean coded call aign? 
A. Yes, lir. 1'm lorry, coded call 11gn. And then .he said, "You are on a ectHsien coor.e." 

The next transmis.ion wa. originated from us, by Mr. Rama~YI after the initial call alsnl. He said, 
"Roger •••• I can't be too aure about the call 11gnl. I don't know whether he used the call 11gns 
In this particular aituation, but his Itatement wal, ''''o8er, my rudder is right full." The next 
one - I am not lure if call lign. were used then or not either ~ was ori8inated from the MELBOURNE 
saying, "Hy rudder 11 bard left." I don't remember whether the MELBCMlHE uled "Rogerll, or not, 
but that wa. ea.eltiatty the tr.na~l.ion. . 

Q. Do you recall the intervat of time between the .".Se "You Ire on • colU.lion courle" 
Bnd "Roger, my rudder ia right fult"! 

A. It was a very short period of time. I couldn't ru.as at the time (witnea. conferring with 
his counsel). As just an estimate of the time, it was jUlt a .. tter of aeconds, a very .hort tiae. 

Q. Do you recall the interval between that meslage, "R.oger, my rudder la right £ull'\ and the 
next messagE" rece{ ved from MELBClJRNE which was, "My rudder is hard left?" 

A. As I recall at the time, there wal same heaitation there becaus. ~ were very anxious to 
hear. But there again, I suppose it waa another matter of aeconds. 

Q. Did it seem to be a longer period than the interval between the other two ~8ag.s? 
A. 1 think so, yes, sir. 

Q. You indicated that illlDediately after receiving the execute lignal, execute of the "Form 
One" Signal, yo~ checked radar bearing aDd range and then took action. Did you at any time after 
that point use radar bearing and range information? 

A. ~o, sir, I did not. I was on the starboard wing~ 

Q. Do you know if anybody on the bridge did? 
A. No. sir, I don't. I don't know. 

Q. Do you have an estimate, or can you give us your best estimate, as to the range to 
MELBOURNE when you put your rudder 5 degrees left? 

A. I couldn't tell, no, sir, because there were no lights on the MELBOURNE at this time 
an~ she was in a shadowed condition, meaning that she was in shadow and that is all I could see. 
I couldn't tell her aspect. I expected the range to be approxi~tely 3,000 yards at the time. 

Q. What is that expectation based on7 
A. Just from the original range when I first made my move and the time that I had come around. 

Q. Do you recall the relative bearing of the MELBOURNE when you received the aignal. "You 
are on a colUsion coursen? 

A. As I recall, when we did receive that tranlnlli8lion, ''You are on a collision couTse", 
I did turn arid look at Hr. Ramsey and then when I looked back, her relative bearing was approximately 
between 020, 040 something like this. This ia just a very rough gueas. This is as much as I can 
remember. 

Q. Can you recall the relative bearing at the time the order, "Right full rudder," was given? 
A. It would have been approximately the aame because the time was very .bortly thereafter. 

Q. You indicated that the original order, "Fol'll One," w.s given in 8 two~.tep procedure, 
execute to follow and the execute. Did you take any preparatory action during that period? 

A. I don't remember whether it was an execute to follow or an immediate execute .1gnal •••• 
I might lay that what I no~lly did in a situation like this would be to look up the algnal in 
ATP I(A), Volume II, to check thil. Naw I am not that familiar with the 8ignals and I always 
checked them. 

Q. Did anyone elae normally check your tranalations of the signala? I am asking as to the 
practice on board the EVANS. 

A. Sometimea the Officer of the Deck would check them and lOIIeti .. _ be wouldn't. I don't 
know W J-ot criteria he used on thia thing. 

Q. Mr. Hopson, do you recall a aeries of queationa yelterday d.aling wtth when and under what 
circumstance. the Captaln would be called to tbe b~idle? 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. I would Ub to re.d to )'011 •• ectlon of yesterday'. tran.crlpt and then I .111 eak 
you a couple of question. on it. You were .aked fir.t •• to • call to • Captain if he va. not 
tn hil Sea Cabin and be v •• _ed., t..cliately .ad you atated that there would he an a1UlOUDC_nt 
over the lHC, "Captaln to the bridga, Captaln to the bridga", Captaln to tba brl...... nan tba 
queation v.a, let ua auppoae the C.ptain v •• in the Sea Cabin, vbat would" ehe procedure. 
prescribed proc.d...... AD_, "llall, lt ...... ld ba altbar caUll111 bbI OD the ......... lf the altuatlOD 
va •• uch that 70U could do that or haft tba Bo.tov.ln'. ""to of tba W.tch or tba "" •• _r of tba 
Watch 10 in and .vaken the C.pt.ln aDd: a.k b1a to co. to the briel.e," QueattOll, ·.ve you 8fti' 
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b ' he aen present on t bridle when thit occurred". A11Iver, "I uve never been on I witch where this 
did take phce." Is the board to under_tand from that th8t you do not recall the Captain being 
called to the bridge while you were on wwtch at ,111 

A. I have been aD the bridge when the Captatn va. caUed over the nEil can .y.tem. 

Q. 
A. 

I have 

OVer the what kind of .y.tem? 
The intercOlZlllUnicaUonl telephone .yateJD on board the .hip. AI an infonation can, but 

never been on the bridle when the Captain WI. called in In immediate nature to the bridge. 

Q. Do you recall ~nv aCCI.ionl on which the Captaln WI. advised that pending .. neuvera 
that there were pend1na unwvara. at nlaht' • 

A. This 1a tsolated from the night of June the lrd or jUtt on • bro.d .••• 

Q. On. broad, I am trying to •• tabllab • practice. 
A. Yea, air. I can recall leverat time. when call. were made to the Captain on maneuver. 

t~t were anticipated. 

Q. Did he ever CQme to the bridge in re.pon.e to tho •• notification.? 
A. Sometime. he would, Ind other time. I .UppOI. ~t he would do would be to give in.tructions 

OYer the pbone to the Officer of the Deck. A. I Ilid yelt.rd.y, it va. senerally the Officer of 
the Deck who did call the Captain during the Qight-ti .. houri. W.~l. during the daylight hour. alao. 

Q. But there were occasiona when the Captain did come to the bridge in reaponSe to .ucb a call? 
A. Yes, 8ir, a. I recall, he did. 

Q. Do you recall the tilhtlng on the bridle of P'RANJC E. EVANS on the IIOrning of 3 .June. 
in the way of reading tights and other illumination? 

A. There was 8 lamp over the chart table which ~~ red cellophane over it to r~duce the 
glare of the light. Some light was admitted from the r.dar-~epeater. 

Q. 
needed 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

WbAt light did you use when you were using the lignal book or other publication you 
to refer to it? 
The light there at the chart table. 

Did this provide sufficient illumination 80 that you could read the publications? 
Yes, lir. 

Q. You indicated at the time that Lieutenant aa.s,y looked UP. he was reading aoaethina I 
believe, a message or something of that nature? 

A. Ye., sir. 

Q. Was he alao 8tanding at the chart table at that time? 
A. Yes, lir. He was forward on the bridge there. 

Q. 
A. 

chair. 

Q. 
of the 

A. 

Is that the starboard side of the bridse? 
Yes. he was .lightly to the starboard side. 
Right in front of him was the phone that be 

Be wa. atandina right be.ide the Captain'. 
picked up. 

Can you describe to the board the actions taken by Mr. Ramsey between the time the e:zeeute 
"Form Oneil signal was received until he ordered "risht full rudder"? 
Not eompletely. I naturally wa.n't watching all this time •••• I really don't know, ~ir. 

Q. Going back again to the question of notification of the Captain. Was it the'C~ptain's practice 
to keep the Officer of the Deck or the .JOOD informed of his whereabouts on the ship? 

A. Generally the "practice" i. a hard queatlon to anawer •• ir. But the Captain. when he 
would be on the bridge, and he would leave the bridge, he would tell the Officer of the Deck 
~here he was going. If that Is what you meant by your question. 

Q. 
he had 

A. 

Did you have any experience in trying to reach him on luch occ8sions and finding h~ where 
stated he was going? 
Did he go where he laid he waa gOing, 1s that the •••• 

Q. I was asking you if you had any experience in trying to reach him on those occasions 
and what the result of that was. Did you find him where you expected to find him, ba.ed On his 
report to you? If you have no experience you may say 80. 

A. I have never called the Captain in this .ituatlon. 

Q. ·Wa. there a practice on the PRAHl E. EVANS of requiring junior offlcers to complete a 
certain prescribed training .yllabus after their arrival on board! 

A. It was called tbe JO Journal. 

Q. What did it lDelud. lQ ..... ro! cenu7 
A. There vere .everal le •• onl. The lealon. In the eour •• were concerned with t.he seDel'al 

knowledge of the .hlp'. DCMenclature, d .... control. the 81111uerl111 plant. un.atlon. rul.1 
of the road. Thoa. are about all I can recall at thi. tt.e. 

Q. Dld JOU cOIIIpleee eucb a cour.e7 
A •. I cOlipleted tbe nlne 1.alOn caurae. ,.. ••• tr. '!'bat va. the l •• t crul ••• 

Covnlel for t .. 'board: That 1. all t .. qualtlon. coun.el ba. In open .... lon •• ir. 
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Senior member: The board ba. no further qua. tiona. We will MY. a rece •• of • few minute. and 
then resume 1n cloled 1.'lion for cl ••• ifted .. tarl.t. 

Counael for the bOlrd: Let the he.rina be rec ••• ed then. 

Th. bOlrd r.c •••• d .t 1450 hour., 15 JUDe 1'6', 
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The hearing reconvened at IS10 hour.tlS JUne 19691 

All per.on. connected with the board who WIIre pre.wt "'.n the board ree.,led were .. aln pre,ent. 

Counlel for the board: The h •• ring h reCODyeaed 10. clo.ad. •••• lon •. LTX Hop.on you are reminded 
of the oath that you pr8v1oolly took. 

I!XAMI!IATIDN BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE IIOARD 

Que.tionl by counl.l for the board: 

Q. ~ HOp,on, prior to the elo •• -of the opea I •• alon, I .hould have given you the opportunity 
to make any .tetement you desired bringing out mattiI" which vere not fully covered by 'the qua.tionl 
and anlwere whleh you lave. Were there any matter. you would like to have 8iven in luch .tetement. 
If 10, you will be giveD. an opportunity at • later time, in open li •• loa.. In .ddltlon you viii be 
liven the lame right at the conclulion of Ibe clo.eeI •••• 1on .0 that yOU .. , bril'll out any .. tter. 
that were Qot brought out by the que. t ion. • Did you vt.h to .alte .uch •• tat .. nt in open .el.ion t 

LCDR. Bricbon: In order to intel1ilently d.cid., 1 would like the opportunity to reyi .... at 
has taken place yeaterday and today. 

Coun.e! for the board: Would you like then at the conclu.ioa of all of *'. Rop.on' •• tatement. 
the opportunity to conllder at that tta. Whether you w.nt to .eke a .tatement? 

LeDR Briclulon: Y •• , 'ir. 

CounlOl for the board: All ri3ht. You v1l1 be 11v~ that" opportun1t,~ If part. of it n.ed to 
be It.ted in clo •• d •••• ion that .. y be don. ~d thea at the coaclu.ion of the open •••• 1on. 

LCDil Bricboa.: Y •• , .ir. I viII abo inform you. 

Q. Hr. Hop.on, in the open •••• ion you vere a.ked a que.tiOll .. to the .creenina lituation at 
the time you were on watch, on the 00 .. 04 watch, on 3 June, ~d you an'¥ered in I.neral te~ u.ins: 
the t.rra ''bent line .cr •• n. It At oth.r time. the .creen w. deacribed .. a ",ector .creell. It I. 
there • difference between the two, or in your mind are the two the .ame? 

A. Ye., lir, th.re I, a difference between the two. 

Q. And which type of Icreen VI. the FRANlC E. EVANS OIl the .id .... tch? 
A. I do have a diagram of thi.. May I Ihow it at thil t~1 

Q. Would you produce that diqr_ and we can put it up on. thi. board? 

Ttle vitne" placed the diagram on the .... 1. 

q. Prior to your u'. of that diqr_, we vill .. rk it .. bblbit 28 fO'l" identifi •• tion purpo •••• 
Could we have a cl ... ification on that 7 II that Coa.fldential? 

A. Ye., .ir. Thi. dravina which I have prepared depict. the .creen .ibation that va. in ext. .. 
tence to the be.t of ..., bowledle durtna the eat ire watch on t.h • .u.."atch OIl the 3rd of .lin.. .. 
I have pointed out h.re, the boundarj' lUdtl of our patrol •• etor vere 240 aDd 280 fra. the auld. 
or to.ttaen we vere on .tation the auide would b.ar betwea 060 aacI 100. The raage U.ita ver. circle 
3, 3000 yard., and circle S, 5000 yard.. U. in th1l polttion, the BLACJaIOOL, the CLIOPArRA in the 
inner .creen fonaation. All of th ••• b.arina differ_tial. are 40 d .. r.... We had addact lwitation. 
to.ttaich vere plac.d upon our .creen lector of 500 ,ard. within the bearina bouradarie.. I ..ationed 
thh in lIlY t •• timon.y ya.t.rday. 'l'bi. would b. within our .ector on .ith.r bearina bouIulary. 'l'b. 
IYES and the LARSON vera in froat of the lDner .creea. ,.. I recall it ... betveen circle 7 ad 
Circle 10, which would be between 7000 and 10.000 ,.ard., aDd I CaDtt r.call .at their beariDa 
UJllitation. vere. 

Q. 
ash of 

A. 

May I uk a .. e.tion •• ir1 Dld 
true north? II that corr.ct l' 
Ye., lir. True 1l0000th. 

Q. Nov, •••• 

I und.rataad that tho ••• ector. are laid out buact OIl au 

A. Thla 10 the out.r perimeter of ..... ...".rt.ag board. 

Q. I.... hm.a,. tli. 11 an ... u.ptton on ., part, hut the .ereen 11 ortented toward a for­
mation cour.e ill a particular direction. Do you bow .at the ori8lltattOG of th1l particular .cr.ea 
101 

A. Mo, Itr. There .. ata tht .... the orlaiDal coura. eel .peed _ ... I r.lleved the watch which 
ia ... tht.ag that 1 can't ncall .t Claia t.... lilt Clalo lo to CIa. _t of l1li' _1 .... the _ the 
acr ........ t ap. 

Q. Ara tho •• oector •• i" ... , particul ... d.et .... tiOil by llltter8 or lIth .. via., 
A.. CIt, Y •• , .ir. '!h.ft ... l.t' .... , th1a would be ODe. three .... bIO. 

Q. I' •• cony •• ir. .. .. th.t particular .u_ lo .lpaled, h_ lo the .lpal neel .... tadi-
cett.ag .... t the ...... t.ag aad ...... lbllt. of your .... tor .... , 

A. Th .... _1<1 ... 20 d .......... ton e.t ........... th. _t.ag board. 'Ita ••• _1<1 ... l .... led 
...... , aAW. CllA'LD, _e •• "'til til. acept:t. of •••• 

AI.:t" 
p, 

,-.::.: 
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Senior MillIbar: beu •• _ • ___ to I WIlle! like to con for off tho record with coun .. l. 

Counlel and .enlor ..aber had •• 1Icu •• loa out of the bearlna of the reporter. 

Q. Were thel. lector. d •• crlbed in the JC)P that you haye previoully refen" to? Marltt­
Operating Procedurea? 

A. The •• particular •• ctor.? 

Q. No, lir. the de.1gn_tion that you talked about. ALPHA. IlAYO. and ,0 forth. 
A. I don't Teelil. 

Q. Do you recall were you did let the •• diat.patioral. ALPHA, BltAVO. and 10 forth? 
A. No, .ir,.I can't recall. 

Q. Procaed. I'. aony to have interrupted your train of thOOJiht. 
A. ,.. I recall I vu axplain1na that 20 dqra •• actor ... er. da.iBnated c_lately ...-d tho 

maneuveTins board and. the lector' would be order... rirlt the tna..r circle. with the two lettera 
that would be involved in the b •• ri1ll1 ber., and. then the outer circle, the GUllber of the outer 
Circle. which would be 3, ALPHA, BRAVO, SEVEN. or lcaethin& of thil nature. Then there va. au 
XllAY, YANICE!, WHISKEY, oIIlch would be placed in th.ra to d •• iBnate different incr_at. within the 
lettered circl ••• or lettered •• ctor •• 

Q. 'l1Ie board h •• already Z'eceived into evidence doeu.enta .ettina fOl'th the .chanic. of 1ayilll 
out thi. Icreen and tl latilfied that you haye a knovled,e that there are vaYI of pre.cribtaa it -
pr •• cribins the on •• laid down for thi. particular poet~, .0 I think you COD procaed diractly to 
your action. with relpact to your Itation. 

A. Yel, IiI'. Thb 11 - 1 haye no further ua. of ~il particular dll8r_ nov. 

Q. 'l1le board may have aome queationa on it. 

'l1Ie I .. lor member nodded in the n.ative. 

Counsel for the board: Before you take it down, we would like thia to be entered into eyidence 
.. Exhibit 28. 

Senior member: Yel, it viII 'be entered. 

Counlel for the board: And aubatitute photolraph. upon completion of the bearina. 

The aenior member nodded in the affir.atiye. 

Ca.mael for the board: 'ftle witn.aa ha. placed _other chart which we will ... rk a. EXhibit 29 
for purpo.e. of identification. 

Q. Proc.ed. 
A. 1bil particular dravinl here deaignated our •• ctor .. OIl the Ht.ainal dl'awi1ll that 1 had up 

here previoualy. The circle in our .actor rapra.antl the EVANS, the bear1Dg, renae - whare we were, 
I'm .orry, where we were 10 our aector when 1 checked the radar repeater. fte tELIOtJINE'. "'ari11l 
waa 084, the ranle Val 3,800 yard.. 'l.'hil vaa the po.itton of the EVANS at approx1u.tely 0310, thi. 
va. prior to the time that I looked at the zll-z" p1_ md 1 eoulcfn' t r""er the exact time. 
So that'. oily the 0310 10 an approxiution on this particular droviq. 'l.'h1o 10 th. pooition oII.re 
we vere i..ediately prior to coaaanclq the turn to .tarboard. 'l.'he couraa at thi. ts.. va. the 
HELI!OURNE on 205. 'l.'he bo •• couro ..... 185 and the b .. a .paed _. 16 knot.. Are there ...., que.tion.? 

Q. Are there any qua.tion. on chil particular chart? 

The .anior member nodded in the ne.ative. 

Collnlel for the board: 1bu are 10ina to put OIl _other? 

LT.x; Hop.on: Y.a, air. 

Q. At th10 tiM .. 
ina throuBh eour •• 220. 

A. Y •• , IiI'. What 
po.1tiOD of the aector. 

1 underatand it. you had OIl about l or 5 deareel rilht rudder and were lviq­
II that correct? 

I ... - it ... WI i.Dt.otiOIl to co.. up to thl. are. hen and patrol thla 

Q. 
limite 

A. 

Let tha record indicate that LT.J: Hoplon h .. pointed to the northva.t comer and outer 
of the .ectH. 
Well, .. ithin the 500 yard _ary. 

Q. Within th. 500 yard _ary. 
Coon •• l for tho board: Hay va .. k that thlo ahihit b. ad1of.tted .. bhibit 297 

Senior Hallber: 80 be it. 

Coon.al for the board: LTJG Bop.on _ld you .ar1t the c:hart ,.. hav. ju.t placed OIl th. board 
bhibit 30 for iAlntf.U ... tiOilT 

'l.'he witna •• diAl .. directed. 
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Q. Proceed. 

A. "l11.11 drawing depictl a maneuvering board .olution of my choice of 050. Aa I It.ted in 
previous te.tlmony. it va. • very con.ervatlve cour... The clo'.lt distance would be 2700 yard., 
and I also It.ted that I did not at the time do • maneaverina board .olution prior to my turn. 
This 1s from the original point when the MELBOURNE'. b •• ring Val 084 and the range v •• 3800 yard •• 
And the time again 1 •• pproximately 0310, .. prevlou.ly explatned, va. prior to the time that I 
law the Operation Order. 

Q. 
185 or 

Hr. Hop'on, dOl. that maneuvering board .elution UI •• , an input • Ir£LBOURN! eour.e of 
205. 

A. 
cour.e 

No, 'ir. The H!LBOURNE cour •• 11 205, her .peed b 16 knot., and my .peed at 22 knote on 
of 050 are in direction of relative motion alana thil line which i. parallel to thi. li ••. 

Q. Let the record india.t. that the two relative motion lin •• are 11na. tending in a north­
••• tarly direction at the outermolt edSI. of the dlaaram. Would the board like to leave that up 
for further quelUon.1 If not, CIII WI ult that it be admitted a. bhlbit 301 

Senior Member: It may be .0 admitted. 

Q. Mr. Hopaon, you indicated that you under.tood the ba •• courae to be 185 degree. true? 
A. Yel, Bir, that'. correct. 

Q. All of your action. were taken an the ba.i. that that va. the bale cour.e? 
A. Y •• , lir. 

Q. You also indicated that at the time of the ".xecute". you underatood the carrier to be on 
205 ? 

A. Yes. lir. 

Q. And that would be ba.ed on a zig-zag plan in which the carrier ... on a leg 20 degree. to 
the rlght of bale courle? 

A. Yea. lir. 

Q. Can you indicate the ba.i. - l.t me r.phra.e that. can you indicate how the formation got 
on to ba.e cour.e 185? 

A. 'l1ter~ wa. a .ignal requiring u. to turn to a cour •• of 185. 

Q. At the time, had the formation been ztg-zasging? 
A. Ye., air, a. I recall it was. 

Q. 00 you recall whether at that time the - do you recall the bale ~our.e at that time? 
A. No, sir, I don't. 

Q. Do you recall whether 185 vas the leg of the zlg-Iag plan that you were on a:t that time? 
A. No. lir, t don't recall that. 

Q. Do you recall whether upon reeuming zig-zagging, • new courae of l8S - I'm eorry. That 
the bale coure. 185 va. prelcribed by the lignal iteelf or by tactical doctrine? 

Captain Shands: Could that queltian be rephraeed, atr? 

Coun •• l for the board: Ie the que.tion COOfuliDa you? 

LrJG Hoplon: Yea, air, Illshtly. 

Counsel for the board: Let me rephrae. it then. You indicated that at aome tllte during the 
watch, the formation va. zig-zagging on a bu. cour •• 1Ihich you do Qot r8IIIIImber? 'ftIaat'l prior to 
the event we are talking about? 

A. Prior to the time that ve vere on 185 .. b ... bourae? 

Q. Yel, r1&ht. 
A. Ye •• eir. 

Q. And at lome time th.' fo .... U"" turned to 185 and eeaaed .1&-.... 1ns. 
A. Ther. va. a tima durina the vatch wb_ the ala-._ina va. halted and 

What the coura. v .. thouah. I really don't lcDow. 

II that correct? 
then r.-rea~. 

Q. When the force ree~ .la-..... :lDa. CaD you recall the exact Il.gDal lent or any detaila 
of it1 

A. The alpal that v .. a.t? 

LCDI. kleD"'" c.pta1n. I thiAl< ..... nl"". in thla erea _111 help to ... f .... h Hr. Hope",,' • 
....,. if h. hod an IOCU •• to ATP-1(A). 

LT.J; Hopi"'" l(A), '01_ II. 

eoun •• l for th. boerd, lIh11 ........ walttaa for do. pubU ... U"" to .. ","-"t in, _y I '" 011 
to _oth ... qu •• Cl"" , Do,.,.. ...... 11 tho ......... of th. '1&-... ,laD that ,.,.. ... n 011' 

A. Y_ •• 1... It ... U IUIIA. 

Q. I .... MId,.,.. SDlileatod that that _ tra. th. 0_' 
A. Y ••• 11r. 

U5 
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Q. I'll livo you tho 0101D1il nov, cd uk 10U to rofor to plan 13 SIIUA in tho OPORDIil and 
indicoto to tho board if you rocall ""oro you wero inlllot ail-a .. plan at tho tlM tho ""ooutlon 
v •• r.c.iy ..... 

A. Tho hour and miouto 10 tho ono hour and thirteen 8inutO .oction horo. Which i. anlll off 
the ba.e cour •• 11 20 dear ••• to atarboard. 

Q. 
A. 

So occDrdlnl to your r.colloction tho ""ocuto .1Inal .01 rocoivod of tor 03131 
Ho, .ir. AI I rocoll it wa. rocaived rilbt about 0313. Whot do you .. an, of tar 0313? 

Q. 
actione 

A. 

Woll, all your docuaent. that you di.playod to tho board indicatod 
on the baah that the CUTler v •• 20 degr ••• rtaht of baa. cour ••• 
Y.', lir. 

that you took your 

Q. Thll 111-... plan .h_ that prior to 0313 tho cenior, or tho forco would bav;, boon at ._ 
diffarent cour.o. Could you explain that? 

A. Yo •• dr. At tho tlM .... 00 I chocked tho clock - I a1.ay. carry a flubUght with a red 
lon. - tho clock on the bridle, it VOl on tho of tor bullhead of the pilot hOUla. and it did bavo 0 

.... n rod lilht that did .hino on it, but I alvay. carried a nuhl1ght with a rad lon. ODd I alvay • 
• hined the nuhl1ght on the clock bocau.o it val quito a dbtODce. ADd it wa. the beg1Dnlnl t_ 
of the 20 dear ••• to Itarbo_reI during my turn. 

Q. GOing back then to the earlier qua'tion I •• ked. What I' ••• ek1r&g by the .aver 11 to 
determine the manner in lIhich the lignal to r •• ume r:i&-zaa8in& 01' execute. new zlS-zag plan _. 
Blven, 1f you e.n recall. 

A. The manner in which ... if I may uk you. You vant the It.gnala that vere liven to UI, tl 
that correct, air? 

Q. Yel. We are trying to determine whether in yOUr underltandi.a.g the ligna1 Vft to .,t.blbb 
• new baa. cour •• or relume Zig-zagging 01\ the old bu. courle or lome otbeT th1n8 that I bave not 
mentioned. Hr. HoPlon, for your infcmution the board bu taken Judicial !lOtice of ATP-l(A) 10 you 
may refer to lpacific I.ctlonl of that publication 

A. What I Val dOing vas refr.lhing tay D8D0ry on the varioul l1.pall that were liven, durinl 
this period. Aa I recall the lignal1 that were tranlm1tted vere the various turn lignall a •• oeiated 
with zig-z&lling. Turn ROMEO, a. I recall, va. a .ignal that v .. trm.m1tted frequently during the 
aerche, or reaume previoua zlg-zag. Turn XRAY vaa liven occ.llonally. And u I recall rum SIERRA 
V.I allo liven, wich is ce ... d.I-Z&I.in& and remain on courle being Ite.red when thil ltanal i. 
executed. 

Q. Now do you recall which of thOle. if any. vu given at the time of the 185 .. at the time 
that you vere on l85? 

A. I'm aorry, lir. 
documentation on this. 

I don I t remember the time. that theae thing. vere liven. t have no 

Q. Do you recall .. and 1f you don' t pleue •• y 10 .. do you neal I wether a new ba •• cour.e 
va. aignaled when the force recommenced zia-zagging. or whether it Val on the old ba •• courle? 

A. There ... 1n, air, I don't know. 

Senior Mnlber: Tbe board bu a queltion. 

eounlel for tbe board: Ye., lir. 

I!XAKIIIATIOH BY THE ICARD 

~e.tiona by the aenlor .... r: 

Q. Mr. HOp.on, 
numbered 30 and 29. 

the mo.t recent ozhiblt ""ich you .hovad and the one juot; prior to th.t are 
The.e depict & cour.e lor MELBOUItNE of 205, in _ch cue? 

A. Ye., .lr. 

Q. And if 1 under.tood. you corr.ctly, th.y depict th. lituatioa .. of 0310, appro.taately. 
A. Yo., I1r. That'. corr.ct. Would you like _ to _lily> thio? . 

Q. No. Hov. having rei.rred to .iI-'" p1 ... 13 SIIUA in POCAF'. Ol'Ollllll 1-69, you have ototed 
that tho plan called for a turn rilbt to 20 d .. r ... to the rilbt of the bOla couroo, at tiao 0313. 

A. Y.I. aIr. It 'Demlt reauir. a turn -riaht. It r.aul-r •• that .b. would be 20 degr ••• to the 
-right of her b ... coura •• 

Q. l' 11 clarify then. At 0313 if the cour.e in offect fro. that _t onward. i. 20 degro •• 
to the right of boo. couroe, .0 that at tiao 0313 ba"lng c_leted the roquired -il-'" turn, tho 
auide would ha"e b.en OIl a cour.e 20 dear ... to th. r1&ht of th. b ... cauw ••• 

A. y .. , lir. 

Q. ADd· you bava oaid tha~ th. _. oouro ..... 185. 
A. Y.', li-r. 

Q. SO that the pU. _14 b_ be. OD 205 at ~iao OSU_ 
A. y .. , li-r. 

Q. 1.'b ..... y. 10 th. tiao .b_ OD thi. 4iqr_ at Ciao 0310, , _~ .. _liar! 
A. Sir tho tiao 0310 .... prior to tb~Jiao tbaC 1 bad _. to tbo Oparatf.OD Ode .... 

thb .... ~t co tha _C of .,. _led •• '; th. Ciao &as that I _U !liMe tb •• ltllat~ .. 1. 

U6 
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•• w It. It w •• n't until I did lee tbe Operation Order and lew the actual 20 degree to .tarbo.rd 
couro. that I could d.fin1taly o.y that tho time v .. 0313. Th11 11 why, 11r, that I put apprOK1-
mat.iy in ther. Ju.t kind of • time frame .itUltion, to IlvI the board an id ••• 

EXAMINATION BY COUIISBL lOR TIlE 1O.uJl 

Qu.at1onl by cOlln .. l for tho board: 

Q. Hr. HOPlon, roferrlna back to your 1xh1b1t 28, tho Icr.en d1aarom, 11.'t 1t Dormal that tho 
lereen IUch u thb would protect the front of formatioa.. would ba oriented a101lS the bu. cour •• 
of tho forc.? If that'l DOt within your kDovlodl ••••• 

A. Sir, thll Wal the 'creen •• I. 

Slnlor ~.r: Beforl the wita •• ,', anewer. could we dlicul. thief 

Th. counlU and oen10r memIoer hod a .bcull1on out of th. h .... tna of tho repert.r. 

Q. I'll withdraw the t.et que.tion. I'll relt.t. the qu.atton in another way, Mr. Boplon. 
The Icreen you have ehewn on Exhibit 28 - it doel not appear to be .ymmatrical lions the baa. 
couree 185. Doel it appear that way to you? 

A •. Yes. lir. it do ••• 

Q. When the base course was changed to 185 did you expect that there would be a reorientation 
along that course? 

A. I really can't answer that, lir. 

Q. Let me ask another question then. Had you been on watch previou.ly during the exercise when 
formation courae had changed? 

A. Previous watchel? 

Q. PreviOUl vatheel, yel. 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Had it been the practice in thoae cases to reorient the Icreen in the direction of the new 
base course? 

A. On occasion, yes, air. Dependtng on what the situation va.. It wasn't always done. 

Q. I aee. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further queltiona, 11'1'. 

Senior Member: The board has one question. 

I!XAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the a .. ior member: 

Q. Mr. Hopson, during your mid ... vatch on the .,ru1ng of 3 June. did EVANS, wether you were 
conning or whether Hr. Ramsey W&8 conning, have any particular difficulty in remaining within her 
assigned screen sector? 

LCDR Brickson: If I may, what we are hav1n& • little trouble v1th is -what you mean by difficulty. 
Do you mean i •• it would be v1thin the sector or difficultiel with lome other Ihip or •••• 

Q. Let me rea tate the que.tion in another vay. 

LCDR Brickaon: If you would, pl ..... 

Q. With the exception of the inltance we have just been taUtt.n& about vberein the .hlp VP 
ordered to take atatlon astern of t£LBOURNE md proceeded on a cour •• intended to do that. did EVANS 
remain it. all time. during the ~d-w.tch within her a.signed .ector? 

LeDR Brickson: Due to the clrcurutDce., 1 donlt think the witoe •• should lIIl.ve~_~th.t queation. 

Colmlel for the board: He haa the ri&ht not to •• wer the que.tiOD. 

Senior Member: Mr. Bop.on, at what tlM a'PProxiJDaeely. to ref're.h ., recollection of ye.terday's 
teatimony. at what time approximately did you a •• aa. the COftD durin, the .dd-vatch on 3 JuDe? 

A. It val betvoen 0230 and 0300. 

Q. .....d durina tho tlate th.t you hod the COl1ll, from whatever that t1M V.I UDtll you deportod 
your I.ctor proc.odtna t_ardl the .. llsDod .. atton .. tom of I«LIOURNE. did BYAIIS r_1a within her 
"'laned .ector? 

!.CDR Br1ckaon: 
.t thb t1M. 

UDder the c1rc..-tODc.l. _ don't bo1,". cII. wit ..... """"ld OD_r th.t .... tton 

Sen10r _r: Mr. !k>poon, wh. you all_ 
of the var1ab1. d.pth 'DDU" tooed body! 

A. The It.tUI of it, air! 

nECL~SSIFIED 
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Q. The .tatul of It. 
A. It wu Itr,aIDed. 

( 

Q. What were tie lnltruction. 10 VSS nANJ: !. EVAIIS far the varlable depth .ooar when the .hlp 
WI. ,sligned to re.cue de.troy.r duty? 

A. To the be.t of my knowlodse. ther. -.ld have ba.., no chanaa. If lt vera dOWl>. lt would 
have be.. 1aft dOWl>. 

Senlor _ar: Tha board ha. no furch.r qu •• tioo. whlch .. y r.qulre d .. df1ed ....... ro. Th. 
board ha. .ome addltlona1 qu •• tlon. for thl. wita." 10 open •••• 100. 

eoun •• 1 for the board: Would the board ltb for hiol to r.tum towohow1 

Sanior Mlmber: YII. 

eoun.a1 for the ~_: Prlor to dodns the open .... lon. Hr. Bop.on. you ara prlvU.dSed at 
thlo t1mo to make any further .tat_t • dld I .ay open, I _ ... t do.ed. You are prlvtledSed to 
make any furth.r .tat_t coyerlns onythlns r.lotlns to the aubj •• t .. ttar of chI lDqulry whlch you 
thlnk ahould b •• !Utter of record 10 conne.tion therewith, whlch .... DOt been fully brousht out by 
the prevlou. queltlonlns 10 thb .lo.ed .... 100. Do you have ... ythlns th.t you -.ld Ub to .ay 
that you consider ela •• lfted and Ihould be con.ldered by the board, you ha.e the opportunity now 
to do 10. # 

LTJG Hopson: May I have a minute. p1 •••• , 

Counsel for the board: V •• , you .. y have .. 10111 .1 you need. 

LCDR Bricklon: 'ltI. ritne'. at tht. tllM - the witne.. ha. indicated that he would like to with­
draw hi' objection to the two que.tiona be reful4d to an.ver and would de. ire to an.ver them at thie 
time. 

Counlel for the board: Sir, would the aentor .... r like to repeat tho •• qul.ttOD." 

Senior Mlmber: I will do ao .. clo •• ly .. I em. On the 1If.d-watch OD the morning of 3 .Junl, 

did EVANS remain within her "Iigneel lector tkroughout the vatch, with thl exception of the period 
..tilth Ihe val proceeding to new Itation, in accordanc. with the rormatioa ONI lignal? 

LT.J:: Boplon: There val en instance at 
short margin. I don't recall what it v ... 
to the right and incre •• ed the lpeed to 22 
WI were out of our I.ctor. 

which time the EVANS _ .. out of her •• ctor. 
But we vere in the BLAClCPOOL'. lector. V. 

knOtl ad sot back into our I.ctor. ADd in 

Senior Member: Approximately what time did that occur? 

by • vary 
came around 
this inltance 

LTX Hoplon: Thi. I don't recall, .iT. M I recall it va. when I iDitially took the CODD, and 
to the be.t of my knowledge In trying to recon.truct the .ltuation, the .hip val in the louth.alt 
corner of the .ector. and it did drift over to the BLA.CXPOOL'I •• ctor. and then I -.d •• ome cOrTlctloas 
to it and ve did set back iDto our •• ctor. 

Senior MBlber: Old you intend to indicate that to the belt of your knowledse, the .bip va. out 
of ber ... lgned Sector wen you. took the CODD - the 1DDIIIiI'I'It that you a.aumed the ccmn? 

A. No, .ir. It happened jUlt .bortly after I did take the coan, but it Val corrected within 
a ahort time. 

Q. Did EVAlIS rotura to her ... 1ped .ector prlar to the t_ of the Fonation O'IIE .1po11 
A. Obi yel. air. W. vere definitely in our .. 11gned lectOT wen we did receive that. the 

execution for that Foraatioa. ONE. 

Q. DuTing the time that the Ihip was out of ber "Iigned .. etor, did uy t'l'anll1llbllon OD. the 
radio draw your attention to thil fact? 

A. No •• lr. Thlo woo cauaht by 1O)' •• lf when I plotted 10)' path on the _auv.rins board with a 
pencil tick ..rk, &Del it " .. then ,that I .ade the corrective actiOD. 

Senior Mllaber: M we are "in aD. ar.a wherein the qu.ationa .d ._rl are uncla •• lfied, the 
board h .. DO furth.r qu •• tion. on thb po1ot. 

eoun .. l far the board: Alain,~. Bopoon .... ren ... the board'. offer til _ that you .. y .t 
thb time mob my .t.t_t c ...... rains any d ... Uled _ttar th.t you f •• l .hould be bl'OUlht to it. 
.ttention 10 connectlon with the 1ova.tlsatlon. wlch h .. DOt be.., brousht out by praYlou. qu •• tion •• 
Do you bave ., Iuch Itatementf 

LTJG Bope"": Bo, .ir. I do DDt. 

eoun •• l for the 1Ioard: You an r..tnded that _ an DDt to db .. a ,.. _t __ with __ 
other thon your c ........ l .......... 1 for the IIoard or ita ...-or.. Should _yana at~ to Ua_ 
your t.atiolony with you or any t.atiolony h. propoa •• to Ii". .. a wi_a, _ ahould IOIIwta. the 
board t-dlataly tIIrouah _ •• 1. 

LTJG Bope_: y .. , air. 

eounaal far the 1Ioard: Th. hearins la alaeed. 

Th. hearins edJ ........ ed at 1617 "--. U ..... 1"'. 
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-SEVENTH DAY-

The board ~.convened 1n executive lelaion at 0830 hourI, 16 June 1969. During this le.slon the 
board reviewed and approved the prior day's tran.crlpt and ~e executive decisions .s to future 
proceedings of the board. 

The board rec.I.ed at 0920 hourI, 16 June 1969. 

The board reconvened 1n open leslion at 0930, 16 June 1969. 

All perlons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were agaln 
present. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this 11 an open lelsion. Any person who 
may be called ••• witnel •• shOUld at this time withdraw from the board room. 

Sentor Member: 
delay 1n appearance 
tomorrow. 

Lieutenant (junior grade) ..... ey ha. been granted a further twenty-four hour 
before this board and the board at the pre.ent time expects hi. to appear 

Counsel fot the board: Counsel for the board calla Lieutenant (junior srada) Roplon. 

Lieutenant (junior Irade) James R. Hopson, IV. U. S. Navy and hia counael, Lieutenant Commander 
Rerbert O. Brickson. JAGC. U. S. Navy entered the board room. Lieutenant (junior Irade) Hopaori 
wa. reminded of his oath and he testified aa followa: 

DIRECT EXAIIINATION BY COUNSEL 

Questions by counsel for the board. 

Q. Mr. Hopson, you are alao reminded that this 1& an open leaaion of the board -and any 
question which may call for a clas.ified anawer ahould not be answered in open 'es8ion. 

A. Yes, all'. 

Q. Lieutenant Hopson, do you recall whether any time checks were made during your watch, both 
internal to the ship and within the force. 

A. t don't seem to recall any time checks that I was aware of. There may have been, aince 
we were very aware of the significance of the time. But t can't recall whether any time checks 
were made, as I aay~ there may have been. 

Q. Are you referring to both internal and external? 
A. I don't recall either on~ air. If I may elaborate on that, aa 1 s.y, we were aware of 

the significance of the time, and WWV in Hawaii, I think it i., wa. checked by the quartermaster, 
but it wasn't relayed to me 1f it was done. 

Q. Do you recall the zone time that wa. being kept by EVANS during this period? 
A. It was minus - to the best of ~ knowledge, it was minus aeven (-7). 

Q. Can you describe for the board the method by which you ensured the fRANK E. EVAlIS was 
kept within itl correct screen aector? 

A. While patrolling the screen we would check. the radar repeater and place ttd(marb on the 
maneuvering board and our position Where we didn't check the ••• let me put it this way~ When we 
did check the radar repeater, Which vas very frequently while patrolling this acreen, we would trans· 
f~r this poaition to the maneuvering board on the chart table and maintain a path that we were 
following through our patrol aectoJr. 

Q. Did the maneuvering board to which you are referring have aupertmposed upon 1t the sector 
to Which you are referring? 

A. Yes, Sir, it did. 

Q. Did you receive any help in this connection or any recommendationa from CIC? 
A. From CIC we did receive the courses that the zigzag plan prescribed at that part~cul.r time. 

Q. t'm referring apecifically to advice 01' recommendations with respect to remaining in your 
sector 7 

A. When we were patrolling the aector, it wal conaidered more or le8. a station keeping 
problem, and CtC 80metbnes would .and out recoanendations and sometimes they wouldn't. It would 
depend on the situation, I suppose. I don't know any criteria that would be uspd in a situation 
11ke this. 

Q. At the time you received the 8ignal "'ormation ONEil, which 1 believed you testified was 
.ppr~ximately 0310, did you take a viaual sighting of the MELBOURNE at that time? 

A. No. air. I didn't. 

Q. Do you know if MELBOUJIIIl! v" vlaible frOlll EVANS at that time? 
A. She would have been pretty far back on our port quarter at that time. I checked the radar 

repeater, and that was the only b •• rina and range indication that I did have. 

Q. Do you recall the l .. t time prior to that. that you hall looked at her .. i .... ny? 
A. 1 can't recall wbeD ~e la.t ti.e v •• , no air. 
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Q. Were you ever given any instructions, either oral or written, as to how close you wer~ per­
nlitted to approach a carrier wtlile going to a new atation. such as in this case wher. you were 
taking position astern? 

A. Yes. sir. During some of my watches when the Captain would be on the bridge and 1 would b~ 
working a maneuvering board problem to get to one place or another. the Captain would mention that 
\w wanted a course to come no closer than one thousand yards to the main body, the one ship or 
what have you. 

Q. At the time you noted that MELBOURNE'. bear ins had drifted 
fom an opinion a. to Why there was an unexpected drift to the left? 

left from 084 to 070. did yau 

A. As I said before, it waa a very dilconcerting thing. I re.lized that 
as I was expecting her to drift, which would have been rapidly to the right. 
tne reason for applying left rudder, to move away from the carrier. 

she wasn't drifting 
This val in part 

Q. Lieutenant HOPlon, you indic.ted th.t the firlt time that you were .ble to determine the 
.Irect of MELBOURNE was when you shifted to the port wing of the bridge .nd then found • bow 
.spect, as I rec.ll? 

A. Yell ... ir. 

Q. Wa. th.t •••• could you tell whether th.t v., .,port or st.rboard bow &apect that you 
recpived? 

A. It w.s •••• it looked like it vas dead on to .e. 

Q. ~. Hopson, what did you 
MELBOUR!a during this maneuver? 
around a carrier. 

conlider !VAN~ reaponlibilltiea were in Itaylng clear of the 
I refer specifically to written authority governing maneuvers 

A. As I'underltend, it was our relponlibility to atay clear of the c.rrier. 

Q. What do you conSider to be the applicability of the 'International Rules for the Prevention 
of Collisions at Sea to this lituatlon? By Internatlonai Rulee 1 mean the'lo called ~Rules of 
the Road." 

A. As far a. 1 know, there are exceptions made to the "Jules of the ltoad"l in formation 
maneuvers, but as I understand it, the reaponsibility ultimately 1s to adhere to the '~l.s of 
the Road:' As an example, in the darkened Ihip ,ituation, the ultimate criteria used il that 
responsibility belongs to the ship that 11 at darkened ship, according to the "Rules of the Road." 
as I understand them. 

Q. You first referred to tbe responsibility of EVANS to stay out of the vay or to avoid 
collision with MELBOURNE? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. What is the source of that rule that you referred to, a8 you recall? 
A. As far as I know, sir, it's •..• I donlt know what the .ource is, but I would assume just 

customary· the way I heard it, itls always stay away from the big guy. 

Q. During the maneuver you made to take Itation astern of MELa)URNE, dld you at any time 
conSider turning on your navigation lights? 

A. No, sir, I didn't. 

Q. You testified. few minutes ago that you cannot recall the la.t time that you checked 
the position of MELBOURNE viaually, did you have any regular procedure for checking range. and 
bearings received by radar such as lighting through the binoculars to check relative aize, 
visability and 80 forth? 

A. I didn't have a at.ndard set procedure whereby·I would check this one and tben, thil one at 
a specific time period. It was a random check. Viaual checks were .. de, however, by ayaelf and 
then I would check the radar repeater. Then .aybe the next time 1 would take a bearing paeition. 
I did, .s I stated before, have the binoculars araung mf neck during the watch, this wa. Itand.rd 
procedure on our bridle and the binoculars were uled. 

Q. Do you recall leeing MELBOURNE at any time through those binocular .. ? 
A. Yes, sir, several times I looked at the MELBOURNE through the binoculars. 

Q. Did the infonution you received by looking through the binoculars Calt any doubt. '.1 to 
the accuracy of the information you may have been setting by radar? 

A. NO, lir. 

Q. Did you ule your binoculars at any time between the aignal "Formation ONEil and the colltaionZ 
A. I believe I Itated thil before, that I va. OVer on the starboard wing and I v.. 100k1ng 

through the bearing circle at the time, so I did not ule binoculars for thi. particular situation. 

Q. What were you lookinl at through the ieulna circl.7 
A. I va. looking at a Ihadow of .at val the MELBOURNE. 

Q. Do you recan the baarl", JOIl •• 1 
A. \!hen I looked through tho bead", clrcltoT Y •• , dr. It va. 070. 

Q. 'Jhat 'a .fter your turn? 
A. Yes, Ilr. 
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Counsel for the board: No further questionl, lir. 

Senior Member: The board has no further qu.ltion. for thil vitnell at thh time. 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Hopson, at thia time neither counlel for the board nor the board has 

any further questions. However, at this time you are privileged to .ake any atatement covering any­

thing that ts related to the lubject matter of the inquiry that you think _hould b. a matter of 

record in connection therewith, which ha. not baen fully brought out by the previous que.tioning. 

LeOR Brickson: Iu Chil regard, it ~ respectfully requasted that the - ~. HOpson be allowed 

the opportunity to view a transcript of What he ha •• ai8 in order to arrive at an lntalliaeftt 

deciaion aa to whether or not to make additional info~tiOD available. 

Counlel for the board. Sir, (to aenior memb.r) eouna.l at thi. tiae would lugge.t that .ine. 

thil opportunity h •• not b.en granted prior vitn ••••• that the board might vi.h to allow the 

vitne •• to .. ~ .uch .tatement aa h. vi.h •• at thi. ti.e, r ••• rvtna daci.ion on that requ •• t 

until a later ti ... 

Sen lor Mlaber: Concur. 

C""".e1 for the board. Did you underatand the ruUni of the board? tIlat you _Y _M eueb 

.tat~nt that you viah at dbi. time. The board reaerve. it'. d.ci.ion .. to your reque.t UDtil a 

later time. 

LCDa Brick.on: Yea, air. Under thole clrcUlUtance. 1 think that Mr. Boplon would llke the 

board to understand and the record to reflect. that what he haa aaid, he haa .ald only from ...ory 

and the facta that he ha. related, he feela are the truth to the belt of hi. knowledge .ad belief. 

Senior Member: The board understand. that Mr. Bricuoo, and Mr. Hopioa. 

'n\e witness va. duly warned by coun •• l for the board concerning hil testimony, and excu.ed 

from the boardroom, aubject to recall. 

Counlel for the board: At thta time air, counael for the board will call Captato Doak, 

COMDESRON TWENTY-THREE. 

Senior Member: Very veIl. 

Captain Joseph J. ooak, Jr., U. S. Navy, Co1rmender Deatroyer Squadron TW£NTY-nlltEE, vaa called 

••• witnea. by coun.el, for the board v.a duly lworn and t.atified a. follovw: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR 'DIE JIOAIUl 

Questiona by coun.el for the board. 

Q. \l\at vere your duties on 3 June 1969? 
A. I v •• leraen coamander of a aereening unit that wa •• creening MELBOURlIE. 

Q. What units were in that .craening unit? 
A. USS ICYES, DSS LARSON, HHZS IIACKl'OOL, SIlAS .... axcu'. _ HM> CLEOPATIIA and the USS 

FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. Captain Doak, fII'/ co .. coun.el h.a ju.t called to wry attention that I bave omitted a 

nec.saary .tep prior to que.tioning you, I will do that at thia ti.e. captaln, you have been 

called a vitnel. to an inve.tication that il laquirinC tIlto the cir~tanc •• lurroundiDl the 

colli_ion of HKAS MELBOURNE and USS FlANK !. !VANS bee .... it 11 underltood that you have ... idence 

which may al.llt the board in it'a inv.atigation. You are advi.ed that the evidence 1. belns 

received In open a •• sion and that dtaclo'ure of claa.ifled Information 1. DOt authorized during 

thie open .e •• lon. Should the an.war to any qu •• tion you are aaked require 10U to dl.clo.e 

elas_tfied information, you are requ •• ted not to anawer the queation, but advile the board that 

the an.wer would require you to diaclQa. cta •• ifled inforaatioo. In .uch eaae. you vi11 later be 

given the opportunity to teatlfy .. to the cl ... ified info~tloo in cio •• d •••• 1on. Bovever, 

if you can anawer the queation either in part or in leneral t.~ without di.cl0.1ns detalla, you 

you ahould do '0, advi.ing the board of your de. ire to .-pl1fy at a later clo.ed ••• slon. Do 

you under.tand? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Finally, under United: Statea law, no vitn ••• 1I&y be cOIIIpell.d to .'ver any ,,'Ition, the 

anaver to which .. y tend to incriminate hill, .d you .y refu •• to ... ver any IUch queltlOft. 

Q. CowDodore,.o that the board .y apprai.e your ta.tt.Dny. would you brIefly outline your 

experience in deatroyer type Ihip •• 
A. I wa. aunnery officer .f the USS HIALIY (DD-672). I wee Eaacutive Officer of the USS 

LIDYD (Al'D-63); Eaacutl"e Officer of the USS JOIDELOII (D .. -881); 0 mlta& Officer, USS VAIl WOIHIS 

(DE-1028); co-andina Officer, DSS DOUGUS S. POX (DD-779); the C. =«iDa Officer, USS UIIIEY .. 

(DDG-6); C_ding Officer, USS SIDRA (AD-18); the letter belng ..ore of e repair ehip than on. 

that Would be cOfte,mad with the operatioal of d •• troyerl. 

Q. And yourpre.ant cepacity, how lonl ha"e ,.... Han In that! 

A. 11 _th •• 
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, Q. Can you give the board an .stimate a. to the total number of year. you have lpent in 

d~.troyer. and de.troyar typel? 
A. 1 have to think about it a little bit. Oh •• load ten yearl. 

Q. Do you recall the nature of the Icreen that va. 1n effect on the nlgbt of 2 and 3 June in 

your task group? 
A. Yea, lir, 1n leneral. 

Q. Would you describe it 80 the board, avoiding cl ••• ified information? 

A. We had what tl called a lector patrol Icreen. with defense 1n depth. 

Q. Do you recall the .tatton that "'a ••• signed the USS FRANk E. EVANS? 

A. Yel. air. She wa. the starboard deltroyer of the inner I1ne, let," •• y. 

Q. Had th. lereen which vas in effect on the night of 2 and 3 June been the ......... been in 

effect linee the lortie from Manil.? 
A. No, 'ir. 

Q. would you describe the changes that had been .ade during that period oIIld the rea.onl for 

them? 
A. Yel, IiI', I .•• When we lortied from Manila the firlt time, I val told to form a Icreen. 

1 was requelted to form a lectOr patrol Icreen. I formed the type Icreen I uled vith the U. S. 

Task Group I normally operate with. 

Q. Which Talk Croup i. that, lir? 
A. 70.4 

Q. And what II the carrier In th.t •••• 
A. USS KEARSARGE. 1 could explain thele 

However, I'll try to do my belt without going 
Icreenl, but In a way I feel it WOUld be ctaaltfied. 

into detaill) if that's all T1Rht with the board1 . . . 
Q. They would like to hear al much .. po.slble that il uncla'lified. 

A. Well, I tried to fora the type Icreen I normally ule with IJARSARGE. I didn't try, I did. 

This was the 30th 1 believe, we lortled. That evenina I received a meslage on the Primary Tactical 

Circuit ordering me to reform another screen because the one I had val tOO loose and lacked defenle 

in depth. I val .lso told to put the deltroyer that 1 would have Uled for plane guard in • 

position that would enable him to a.lume hi. plane guard Itatioo rapidly. 

Q. Where wal that deltroyer placed 1n your original ICTeen? 

A. Altern of the carTier. I pondeTed over thil for awhile becaule I. •.. ,. all have our 

ideal of .creen. I .uppale. 1 tried to develop the type I thought I vaa .. ked to. Therefore, I 

inltttuted • lector patrol Icreen vith a "pouncer". The Pouncer •••• 

Q. By "pounceI''' you mean what? 
A. "PounceI''' 11 a destroyer or deltroyer. we place between the ... in Icreen and the .. in body, 

primarily becaule of the fact that if a .ubmaria.e .-:teel to punch the .. ia. sereen - "pundt" I 

mean, meanl to elude it, the pounceI' 11 in the belt ,.,.itioa. to thvart any fuTther attack. form the 

.ubmarine. And the pounceI' being cloler to the carrier. he happened to be the -.n vbo va. in the 

plane guard. We opeTate with that ICTeen. 1 suppa •• for· we did other thing, other than that 

Icreen. We vent and joine. a convoy group and 10 forth. But •• ever we were with MEL.:>URNE, we 

uud that Icreen until the .,ming of the 1al'le repleniahment, 'Mblch vas 2 June •. 'ftle prior eVeT''!ng 

I received a ...0 aak1ng if I would come to MELBOURNE and dilcu.1 lome anti·.uTfaee action group 

operationl that would ... coac!ucted on the 2nd. Thera I had a diacu •• ioa. with our Talk Croup 

Coaaander. We dileu •• ed leveral areal of the operation, .."d I indieated to hi. that I knew he va. 

displea.ed vith the type .creen. that I val uling. and I wanted to natuTally abide by hi. vilhel 

and a.lted, linee 1 va. face to face with him, what type of .ere. h. WOuld lUte? And the Icrean 

was the one I firlt explained which 11 the one th.t we had on the night of 2·3 June. 

Q. Wa. there an; di.cuI.ion with Amliral crabb .. to the ... ignlMllt of • plane guard frOla 

the Icreen? 
A. NO, the Admiral ,ai' that, ••• well lat .. back up a little bit. The Ta.k GTOUp would be 

issued Operational General EDna which, in •• Ience, •••• the dutie. of .&rloul .hlpa .1n the t .. ", 

group. 

Q. How often were thole i.lued' 
A. I believe I'. eorrect, they were fTOII 0800 to 0800. 

Q. Daily? 
A. Daily. And the plane ~ard v •• indicated in that _....... My dllCU.lionl vith the 

Admiral ••• he Baid you can designate the plane guat4. 1 believe it va' b.caule of the fact that wh~~ 

you try to fon the Icreen If YOUT closlng • IrouP and tryiq to fora a Icreen around It, you would 

want to put the plane auard in • lpot you thoupt he .bould be in. Be .. y be on the vrona .ide 

of the fot'U.tion .. d ao OR and ao forth ad you "Y' ereate a lituation which could be overeo.- if 

,OU ... re permitted to oay ''We'll ... thio _ pi ... pard" .. ather th ... a diopatth. That'o 

about the only diocuul.oD re,a .. dial pi ........... 

Q. ".. reoult of th.t dioc:uooion, "'0 .. olped plan. pard for tho Ilisht of 2 ODd 3 June. 

A. I did. 

Q. AIld ... ieh unit did,.... .. olp' 
A. USS nAIIl I. !VAlIS. 
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Q. Following your _eting with _ra1 Crabb. dIAl you advi •• the ...,ito of your .cre ..... to the 

nature of the chan, •• th.t you in.titutad end the r ... on. for th_? 

A. No.1 ju.t .... lie vere "pleni.hinl in ••• ry 1arl. f_tion end the Urat tiM we joined 

toaether with II!:LIIOuaJIE 1 .... t the .ilO.1 .... ich p1ecad th •• hip" in •• cr_ that th. _r.l 

wanted. 'the Urat tiM ve ver ............ II!:LIIOuaJIE _ ready for fll&ht .... r.tion •• h ....... -

to de.iIOat. a d •• troy.r for plan. soard. end 1 dIAl. 

Q. Did you .... th.t deailO.tion for a period of tiM or for each tiM • p1 ... pard _ 

d •• ired? 
A. 1 .... it ... d.r the lapr ... ion th.t onc. 1 Md. it. it _ld alw.y. be th. p1 ....... rd. 

Q. UntU chan&ed by you. 10 th.t correct? 

A. Until chaled by _. OT, of COUT •• , our Teak GrOll", e=-m'u. 

Q. At YOUI' Meting with Adlairal crabb, vu there .ny ..atton of • prior incident involving a 

unit of the .creen ond the II!:LIIOUKNI!? 
A. y .. , .11'. It .... vary lketch,.. The Almiral .ald, "I Coa.l IdeI' thl iDcldent cloeedll • It v •• 

rather obvloul to _. we had b.8Il Calkin. for quitl 10M tiM, h. didn't care to I.,. -ythlDl 

abe about it. 

Q. Did you have infonation 6f the incident .t th.t tiM? 

A. No~ 1011d CORer_Ce iufor.at~. DO, lir. 

Q. Did you I.e tit. incident that he referred to' 

A. No, lir. 

Q.. You indicated that during one period of the operation the plan. auard followed the earrier 

astern .11 night. I believe. Do you reeall that. Could you amplify itT 

A. 1 don't believe we •••• I believe 1 Wal ordered~to chanae that lereen about. lometime around 

2200 tocal time the flrlt night. So we never really lot thrOUah the full'eyele with-tbat Icreen. 

No, he va., this de.troyer. he had •• ector to patrol. he ju.t v •• n't dead a.tern of the aircraft 

carrier all that time. 

Q. Wa. there any night during the operation in which the plane guard trailed the earrier the 

entire night, to your recollection! 
A. Ye., we receiged ~ me.eage, and I'll to r~ber the date. 

Q. Who va. it from a1.0? 
A. We received a .. asage fom the T.ak Croup Connander .aying that i'D hia i'llpre"ion it va. 

highly likely that tht convoy would be encountered by one or ~ .ubmarinea during the next ten 

hour period. Baled CD thil infora&tion we took the MELBOUJUrIE group. I .. an the: HELBOUlUIE plul 

the destroyer •• and aagmented the convoy with our destroyera, the convoy acreen. The earrier 

operated astern of the: convoy whieh va. the normal method of operating - one of the normal .thods 

of operating In that t4ae and took a plane guard vith him and atayed aatern, which, .. ain, I would 

.ay is • normal way of operating 1f you vant to get into the little protected box, Which ia what we 

were doing. 

Q. T~ your knowledge va' there any eonnection vtth the .. aignment of thi. plane guard to trail 

.. tern and the prior incident which we have diacua.ed? 

A. No~ to my knowledge. 

Q. To yOdr knowledge vaa it dene that way for the purpoae of the .afety of the earrier or 

protecting the plane guard from celli.ion? 
A. No. I would aay that' a a no~l vay of operating If you. want to include __ aircraft carrier 

within a convoy that'a being protected by .creen ahipa. 

Q. You indicated that the firat day or ni&ht you reeeived a .... age a.king you to change the 

screen. Would you indicate the originator of that .... age al.01 

A. I t va. our Ta. k Group eo.under. 

Q. By Ta.k Group co.aandel'. you .eAR Admiral erabbl 

A. Well nOV, I would have to look at the circuit loa. It va. either the overall 'Taak Croup 

Commander or the Commanding Officer of the aircraft carrier who at ti ... would inatitute aome m.neuYer'. 

I f my memory aerves me correctly. it vaa the Taak Group eo-.nder, Adairal Crabb. .y I can't 

~n8ver perfectly i., you probably know you .ee alpha numeric lignal. and I Ju.t canlt recall that 

day who had what. In either caa. they vere ~ .uperior. and, of coura., I had to abide by their 

wishes. .. 
Q. Do you know why the Ta.k Group ConIaander aaked you to d.aignate the plane guard when hl" had 

previously done it in the OPGEN Me.aage. I believe you have 1Ift.",,.red this In part already, but 

could you amplify that? 
A. I really didn't lee why except the one r ... on I explaln.d. However, there may bave also 

bp@'n a ea •• - the .creen that we had, the one we had an the ... eatna of 2.-3 June v .. a double .ector 

patrol, md in those caae. doctrine tella you to put your hlah power" aonar, of you "appel' to 

have .ay. til the forward .eetor. low we _y ha.e ...... ere alOftI the till. d •• tenated OIle of 

thoa •• hipa aa plme suard aDd he would have to ca.e throuah the i1lller .crean. Perhaps thf're watll 

Clother reason. 
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" Q. You indicated that both the T."k Gt'oup Ca.aander, Adlllral crabb, and the eo.-anding Officer 

af the HELBOumcl lave you order. at different ti._I. Were you al".y. able to identify the 

originator of the we ...... you received? 

A. Yea, IiI'. 

Q. How? 
A. Well normally if they vere GO the tactical Circuit, they bad • call atan. ad that Vall the 

w.y we •••• 

Q. They u •• d different call lIgna? 
A. Yea. thll I, C~ pt'&Ctice to do thil. 

Q. To your knowledge, vere any ........ originated by CO ME1JK)UIN! uling the tdk Croup Com­

mander'. call 11an? 
A. 1 don't belleve 10. 

Q. Prlor to b.l.", •• ked to c_ aboard HELllDUlliEto taUt with Admiral crabb, had you bad any 

previoul opportunity to dl.cu" with him Icr.eninl and other .. ttera related to your duti.,1 

A. Ko, Ill'. I tried to arrange that but operational commltwentl didn't permit It. 

Coun.e-l for the bo.Td: If the board ple ••• a. 1'. lolng to .,ve on to .are general matterl 

now, not _peclfically related to this inCident. You .. y have queltion. on lubJect. I've covered 

10 far. You 1Iight fb.d thb an appropriate ts..e to a.t thea. 

SeniW' Member: YN, the board hal IQIIme que.tiOllI. 

EXAMlIIATlON BY THE BOARD 

Question. by the lenior member. 

Q. Commodore, vith relation to your lalt queltion. you laid that operational commi~ta did 

not permit. '1'\1e board hal had teltimony indicating that there vu a period in port prior to the 

"at lea" ph •• e of the exereil. for familiari •• tioa., dilcu •• iou' aDd 10 Dn. 

A. Yel, alr. 

Q. ~ere efforts made to discu.a these matter. between you and your Taak Croup Commander at 

that time? 
A. No, 111'. I thought that there 'a enough - there are enough procedurel in our publicationa 

wherein we could Icreen any unit properly. But yet, I Itill thought it would be best. if we could 

get together, and thill is the reason I lent a ..... ge a.lting 1f we could. ThlB waa during- the 

work up phaa •• 

Q. You Bent a mesaage aaking to do what? 

A. If I could - if MELBOURNE could lend a helicopter for me anytime to discus. screen', 

screen orientation and rea cue de.troyer operations. 

Q. "pproximately what date did you lend that 1 

A. I believe 26 Kay, IiI'. 

Q. Uhat relpon.e did you receive? 
A. t never - I a~lt sot. helicopter one .orning. Aa a ~tter of fact, I va. ready to go. 

I receiY~ a ~llage reading that there would be a helicopter for you at let'l lay 0900. 1 va. 

ready ani all let to 10 and it had to be cancelled for lome rea.on by MELBOURNE. Another ti8e when 

MELBOURNE val goins back into Sublc Bay for ~terial, we were l0ina to Manila, I re<:~ived a _I.age 

laying, 'Ve can lend a helicopter over to you. but the Admiral von· t be aboard", wich indicated 

to 11M! that the .an I mould lpeak vith would be the Adairal and not the co-anding Officer of the 

carrier. It 10 happened that the Ihip I va. on v.s on one Ihaft at that ti .... and we had to plan 

a lortie the next morning. and 1 ... concerlned with getting into Manila and letting ontO another 

.hip, if 1 had to, rather than being lide Jracked into Sublc lay. I h8d no idea really what time 

MELBOURNE would be back into port. 

Q. During the time on the lecOne! of June when you confened vith your Talk Croup eo..ander, 

do you recall any di.cuI.ion. resarding the dhtance of del troy_ fre. carrieI'I wben occuptng -

When the de.troyer. were occupy ins the Icreening Itationl. 

A. No IiI'. 1 placed the Icreen, al I laid .arlier. after 1 va. told .y initial acreen Val 

nOt de.ired, I placed the 1UI\ two to four thouI ... d yardl ahead in the pounceI' Itation ... ieb in AS. 

doctrine i. certainly acceptable. When I brought the .ubject up with ray Tuk Group eo-aader, 1 

laid, "1 realize w're not a.eing eye to eye on Icreenl, lIhat exactly would you like?". It wu 

then I val told, like 10 and 10, 10 and 10. 10 md 10, and to fora the Icr.en. I pointed out two 

it ... concerning the Icreen, which- I thought ahould be .ade bowa. On. of th_ waa that the outer 

aCTeen vaS rathar far and if we had a larle reorientation it would be ..... U ... before we sot around. 

Alao, if we lot r.duced _onar r_se. the !Dner .creen MY Ilot have covered the UJlitiq line_ of 

.pproach. ' 

Q. 001. thl. •• et into cl ... ifl.ed .. terl.al? 

A. If we 10 wch fartheT, I b.li .... ,.1, lir-. 

Q. I. it po .. lbl. ill JOUr aid that _ of the .I.ff ..... e. lo "I. ... polot ""lcb JOU ref.rred to 

.. y have be. frOli dlffe~cel in the character-i.tici of _ti-Iu"r-iu _.aon or .a,..1 Mtwe_ 

the ohl.,. ""I.ch JOU .. _11y ""'" with cd tho •• with T .. k Group c-.dar ..... 11y _rita witb! 

A. t don't belte .. 10, IiI'. 
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Q. Old you dl.cu .. with the T .. " Group co=eeI." the CPt. of d •• t....,.... f" .. cord.ro .... en the 

deltroyerl ara ..,In, rrc. on. ItatlOG to _otb_' 

A. liD, air • 

Q. lib ... eel 101 ..... t .thod did you d •• lp.t. ftAIIK K. KVAIIS eo tb. ".cue d.et....,...· OD the 2nd 

of Jun.? 
A. 1 rec.ived • a_I t.ctlc.l ...... fro. the Teo" Group C eelu .... ith IIU "d •• laa.to • 

ph" ..... rd .. , eel .t th.t ti ... 1 4 •• lp.ted _ K. KVAIIS. 

Q. And c .. you "ec.U the tiM you "eceived tha .. t.altruction.' 

A. 1 NU.". it VII t.a the .ftemooa af the 2104, .i". It VII upaa c_leti_ af tho lara. 

repl."loh_t .... the nrot tllll .. rejot.ae4 or"""'IELllDumm. 

Q. w •• that l •• truction to d •• ignate a r.lcue d •• troyer received on tb. tactical Pr~ry Circuit? 

A. Yel. lir. 

Q. Old you _Ita the d •• ian.U"" of nwo: E. !VAlIS on the ._ circuit' 

A. t.l, 811'. 

Q. ..t w" the b •• l1 fOT your decillon to .llp_C, FlANX E. EVANS .. r"cul d •• troyar on 

that partleular ace •• lon? 
A. t belilve the polttioa Ihe had in the Icrean, '11'. It va. the ~.t logical po.ieton for a 

"relcue dMtroyer. 

Senior Mlalber: The court ba. no further queltion. on chi. topic at the ..,..,.t. 'l'b.e counl.l 

~proceed. 

s/loItl,l 
EXAKINATION BY COUIISEL FOil THE IOAIID 

Que.tiona by coual.l for the board. 

Q. tCoalDOdore, I have lome more leneral que.tion., dealing with doctrine and 10 forth. Firlt 

of all, il there an lnltruction from Commander Cruller - Deltroyer Force .acific, or bisher 

authority" to a procedure for qualifyinl officerl of tbe deck for d •• troyer.t 

A. Yel. IiI'. 

Q. Do you have a copy of IUcb? 
A. I do. 

Q. Could you proclaee it at tb18 timet 
A. !fea. 

(Commodore leavel the vitnel' chair briefly to get hi. brief eale at the other end of the 

board ronm, then ret~TnS to hi. chair) 

Q. What document il tbi. that you have produced? 

A. n"b i. COHCIlJDESPAC tn.truction 5ooo.3c, cOllllDftly called "eo-artder crul.er - Deatroyer. 

U.S. Pacific Fleet Jlelulation •• " 

Q. And to what .pecific article. do you refer in tho.e regulation.? 

A. Article £3014. "QuaUfications of Officer. of the Deck." 

Counlel for the board: eoun.el would .. k. that thle .ection only of tbia document be marked a. 
Exhibit 31 fOT identification. 

(couna.l hand. the Exhibit marked 31 for identification by the reporter to the vitne.~) 

Q. noe. that particular .ectlon lay down the criteria for the qualification. of officer. of 

che deck? 
A. Y.I, it does. 

Q. To ~om does it live authority for quallfy1na officer ... officers of the deckt. 

A. 't1le COIII'IICldiDI Officer. 

Counsel for the board: Rather than 80 throuah the detall., coun.e1 would ask that tbil be 

admitted into evidence .. Exhibit 31 for peru.al of the board at a later time. 

Senior Member: It .. , be so ed.ttted. coun •• l. 

Counlel for the board: We would .. k for author!ty to reproduce copi •• for the record and return 

thb c.opy to eo-odore Dou? 

QueoUon. by the c_ •• l (coatlaue4). 

Q. eo.aodore, JDU indicated that you vere the operattoaal c-.acler of the USS .PaA.1IK I. DAIS 

on 3 June. ller. you a100 the AIIaialot".U". c:a-en4." of the ftAIIK E. EYAIIS 7 

A. Ye., nwo: E. !VAlIS i •• _" af DIItr01l" Squad"" TW!IIl'Y-_, ... d eaa •• queatly 1 have 

• are.t 4.01 til 4a with the echot.ai.t"atiaa of the .bip. 
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Q. Have you • hal FRANK E. EVANS been under your command the entire 11 month_ you have been 

in command of DESRON 231 
A. Yes. 

Q. During this period have Y~1 had an opportunity to determine the - to form an opinion 8S to 

state ~( readiness and training of the FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. Yes. 

~. Would you at tht. time Itate that opinion? 

A. 1 believe the USS FRANK E. EVANS wa. in a high .tate of readinel' and certainly ahe was -

she had met all her training criteria that', eltabIi.bed by our t_pe commander. 1 considered her 

tP he probably the molt outstanding ahip in our .quadron. 

Q. Each year you are required to ... k.e nominations for the Battle Efficiency Pennant. C~uld 

yl'~1 state what action you had planned to take with re.peet to that award for this year for that 

s C1l1Eld ron 1 
A. The answer i., there 1s nO doubt in my mind that 1 would have recommended the FlANK E. EVANS. 

Count. I for the board: Sir, that'. all the quettiona countel has. This vitnet. will leave, or 

go to Ie. tomorrow. If the board has no queltionl for him we would like to delve very briefly into 

thp. rescue pha.e with thi. wito •••• 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member. 

~. Commodore, at the time of the collilion of the FRANK E. EVANS and MELBOURNE, a time 

",tli::h h.l!1 not been tpecif1ca1ly eltablished, but it was .approxlnately 0315 local time the morning 

;) r 3 June, where were you? 
.•. I \.las asleep, sir. 

~. Had you had occasion to view MELBOURNE in I.y the hour immediately preceeding the coillsior.? 

~. Not that close to the colliston, sir. About 2330 I did. 

Q. Commodore could you elaborate a little bit on your rea.ona for having made up your mind, 

a ... you indicated, that you would nominate the FRANK E. EVANS for squadron Battle Efficiency Award 

for this fiscal year? 
A. Yes, sir. when we make luch a nomination we consider all of the actions that the destroyer 

wouL-! be conce~ed with or had been conce~ed with throughout the entire year. Thh includes his 

operations at sea, the completion of his training requirementl, -any administrative inspecti~s, 

da:-' to day observations and 10 forth. I'm confident that he would not be surpss,ed in our squadron 

in any of those fields. Perhaps one man would have received a little more higher grade in an 

Administrative Inspection, but overall, no doubt at all in my mind. 

Q. Did you. ~ommodore, al the Screen Commander in thil formation, maintain a watch on the positions 

Or the ~Istroyer in the screen, monitoring their performance? 

A. Yes air. I'd lay that's. normal practice for a watch, a ataff watch to do. It's done 

periodically though, there isn't a man glued .11 the time to the scope. 

Q. 
reports 

A. 

During the mid-watch on the morning of 3 June, prior to the collision, did you receive any 

that any ships in the Icreen were outside their a .. igned lectorl of delignated poaitions·?~ 

No, lIir. 

Q. If such had been observed by your staff watch officer, would have you expected him to notif~ 

you, or to take action himself, or what? 

A. I would expect him to notify me, 111'. 

Senior Member: The court haa no further queltions. We will have a brief rece ••• 

The board reeessed at 1035 hours, 16 June 1969. 
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The hearing reconvened at 105S hours. 16 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present. 

Senior Member: The bearing ~ll resUMe. 

Counsel for the bOlrd: Let the record reflect that this 1s an open hearing. Commodore Doak 
you are reminded of the oath you previously took. 

Witness: Yea, lir. 

EXAMINAnCli BY COUNSEL Fat THE BOARD 

• 
Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: 
talking 

A: 

Commodo~e, I believe your testimony is to the effect that during the period we have been 
about, there were three different Icreeuina formationa, basically. 
That'l correct. 

Q~ The firat one rou eatablished, the aecond one wa •• ao called "pouncer lereen, tt and 
t~ third one wa. thelaereenltn depth. Would you atate the realon you uaed the screen you 
fir.t eatabliahed? 

A: Yes. air. I believe when you are acreening an antisubmarine warfare carrier, you .ust 
consider .everal things when you develop the acreen. Obvioualy you must sive him lonar 
protection. In addition you mult, in my belief, cater to the needs of the aircraft carrier. 
The fact that be most certainly wil be IteBBing on varioua courses and at various .peeds and 
varioua directiona, naturally, to evade the enemy 1f we happen to know where he ~y be. And, 
of course, to conduct flight operations. Therefore. the acreen that I originally instituted, 
I believe, waa geared to accommodate both of these situationa, and at the time same time I 
believe it could be easily manipulated and maneuvered and it could be safely ~nipulated and 
maneuvered. Is that clear, sir? 

Q: With respect to each of these type acreens, would you indicate the basis on which a 
plane guard would be designated from which station as to each of these screens? 

A: The one that I proposed would be the a.tern .tation. When we bad the final acreen. it 
would be the man on the starboard wing, .11 in my impression. 

Q: Between 
taking station, 

the 
was 

final two, the pouncer and the final acreen. insofar as plane guard. 
there any difference in safety between the two? 

A: I would .ay in easence, no, sir. In both cases they had to come from ahead to their 
astern position. 

EXAHINATCII BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: Commodore, in your final screen you said that the rescue deatroyer would be taken from 
the starboard wing. Was there any difference between that and the port wing in this regard? 

A: No, sir. Juat from my experience with aircraft carriers, I think they like to have 
them come down their starboard side ao they can see them, and that's the only reason, str. 

ElWIlNAnOli BY Ti£ COUNSEL Fat TIlE BOARD (Cont' d ) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: Do you recall how many times EVANS took plane guard atation between replenishment on 
the afternoon of 2 June and the collision? 

A: I ·canlt recall the exact numbera of times, primarily because the EYES, CLEOPATRA and 
BLACKPOOL were detached for a considerable period of time then on anti-surface group operations. 

Q: And you were in KYES? 
A: I waa. ye8, sir. 

Counsel for the board: 
session as far a8 we know. 

Counsel has no questions of this witne8S which require closed 
Doe a the board? 

Srn i 'r ¥.e:nb,.r: The board haa no questiona. 

Counsel for the board: Do you have any atat.-ent which you feel would require an answer in 
closed aesalon? 

C04M DQ.fJ(: 110. air. 1 don't. 

Coun •• l for the board: Or .-pU.ficaton of prior auaverl you have Il .. ot 

COM DOAlt: Ro. air, unlesa you. care to clelve lnto all the ifa, anda. and whya of screen and .0 forth. 
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Senior Member: The board has enough information On that subject at this moment. 

Counsel for the board: With the board's permis81on-I would like to ask the commodore just 8 

few questions about the rescue operations since he 1. departing tomorrow. 

Senior Member: Proceed. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL lCII THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questons by counsel for the board: 

Q: Commodore, you do recall the approximate time of the collision, do you? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Following that, what was the notification given to you of the collision? 

A: ·1 received it via "EII call belt system, which is a sound powered telephone system. 

Q: And what action did you take upon receipt of that call? 

A: I immediately went to Combat and I wa, back and forth from bridge to Combat. 

Q: What rescue operations did you obaerve take place from what point on? 

A: My impression waa that the performance of everyone there was absolutely magnificent. 

I don't think many people had to be told to do much of anything. We all knew what we were -

naval officers of various countries, yet, we just pitched in and did what we thought we had to 

do. 

Q: What action did KYES tak.? 

A: KYES closed the contact area, which we all did, and we formed a ring, so to speak, 

around the area and we all put boats in the water. There w~re helicopt.ra, 1 coul~n't tell 

you how many. There were so darn mBny there. When I first realized what was happening the 

MELBOURNE had EVANS alongSide, and they were, in my impression ••• they did a tremendous job • 

We were very fortunate I think in that we had ideal conditions. 

Q: How was the visibility? 
A: It was a moonlight night. If 1 recall correctly. the water was a8 smooth as a lake. 

Shortly thereafter, just a few hours is seemed the sunlight came and this greatly assisted us. 

Q: In your view, was the rescue operation which was conducted thorough and complete? 

A: Undoubtedly. 

Senior Member: Your answer again, Commodore. 

A: Undoubtedly so, yes. The water conditions were such and the visibility was such, and 

I haven't seen it very often in my naval career. You could see a matchbox I would 8ay. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL FCII THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: In you opinion, were any resources which would have been required unavailable to the 

Task Group Commander for the rescue operations? 

A: I don't believe so. 

Q: Would the addition of further ships, for example merchant .hip. in the aresl have 

assisted the operations? 
A: I don't believe so. I believe we had ample ships and aircraft and small boata. 

Counsel" for the board: That's all the questions we have sir. 

EXAHINATIOII BY THE BQMU) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: Commodore, would you describe the position of the aoon, that i. its altitude, whether 

it was rising or setting and the cloud conditions existing during the period of the aearch and 

rescue operations? 
A: 1 couldn't really do that, air. Thoa. are the thing a that you don't look ~ at leaat I 

didn't, that day or that evening. But 1 do know it wa. very clear. We could easily see ships 

eVen though it was still dark. I could obtain tb.t information as you know, air. 

Counsel for the board: Sir, counael viII prea.nt in evidence a vitne •• vho viII testify 

as to the tl_ of the 8)OD ri •• aDd other factora. 

EXAHIRATIOII BY TIE BOAID (Cont'd) 

Questions by the aenior ~r: 
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Q: Commodore, YOu stated that the pertod4following t~colli8ion you spent some of your 
t1m~ on the bridge and some time 1n the Combat Information Center. Could you estimate. for 
the b0nrd, the visibility conditions immediately following collision with respect to the 
distance at which you could recognize that a ship was of a given type with the unaided eye? 

A: I would certainly say five miles or greater. 

Would this distance increase 1£ you u.ed bln~ou18rs? 
Yes. sir. 

Q: During the period immediately following the collision, who directed the movements of 
the destroyers 1n the immediate vicinity of MELBOURNE? 

A: I would say little direction had to be ordered. air. I directed KYES. I was about to 
direct other ships to go around the other side of MEI~OURNEt and I believe it was LARSON who 
wcnt around and so, as I said earlier, eyeryone'" did their tasks almost without being told. I do 
recall MELBOURNE asking us to send our doctors over, which we certainly did as soon 8S we could 
get close enough to put the boat in the water. But at that moment most of the recovery 
operations were being conducted right alongside MELBOUBNE. And it was obvious that this is 
where we should concentrate. 

Q: The board has been told that at some period of time subsequent to the collision, the 
after section of EVANS, which had been alongs 4 de MELBOURNE, was cast loose and drifted clear 
of MELBOURNE. Was any particular ship then detailed to tend that section of EVANS? 

A: Yes, air. 

Q: What ship! 
A: The U.S.S. LARSON. 

Q: Who so detailed U.S.S. LARSON? 
A: I did, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Commodore. you are informed that you are previleged to mak~ any 
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the investigation that 
you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which has not been fully 
brought out by previous questioning. Do you have such a statement? 

A: Right now, sir, no. Not that I can think of. 

Q: Very well, you are excused, subject to recall by the board. Counsel for the board ask.c: 
that Commodore Doak! be authorized to depart with his unit tomorrow, sir, subject to being 
recalled in the event there is a need. 

Senior Member: Yes. That's agreeable. Commodore, we wtll make every effort. tn the 
event we require further information from you. to provide you ~th maximum lead time. 

A: Thank you, sir. 

Q: For you planning. 
A: Thank you. sir. 

The witness was warned, excused subject to recall. and withdrew frOm the hearing room. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel calls LT Newby. 

LT Richard Eugene Newby. U. S. NaVy. was called as a witness for the counsel of the board, 
was sworn, and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY CWNSEL FCI!. THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q: LT Ne~by you have been called as a witness for this board of investigation. which is 
inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HHAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. 
EVANS, because it is underst~ that you have evidence which may assist the board in this 
investigation. you are adVised that the evidence 1s being received in open session of the 
board and that disclosure of classified information is not authorized during open session. 
Should the answer to any question which you are asked require you to disclose cla.sified 
information, you are requested not to anawer the question, but to advise the board that the 
answer would require you to disclose classified information. In such ca.es you will later be 
given the opportunity to testify as to the elaasified information in closed leasion. However, 
if you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific 
classified detail., you .hould do so, advisiDg the board of your desire CO a.,lify in later 
closed aes8ion. under United States 1 .. , DO witness .. y be ea.p4led to answer any questlon. the 
answer to which may tend to incriminate him, aud you .. y refus8 to answer any questlon. Do 
you understand those matters? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Would you pleaae atate your naaIe, rank and appointment? 
A: kichard Eugene Newby, LT. United Statea Bavy. 
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Q: And to what ship are you assigned? 
A: U.S.S. James E. KYES (00-787). 

Q: 
and the 

A: 

And were you a member of that shlp, one of that ship's officers. on the night of the 2nd 
3rd of June? 
Yes, sir. 

Q: And what particular duty did you perform 1n that ship? 
A: At the time of the incident, I was the Officer of the Deck. 

Q: What are your normal duties? 
A: I'm the Engineering Officer. 

Q: When did you take over watch on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June? 
A: I took over the watch at approximately 2345. 

Q: And at that time what was the base course and speed of the ship? 
A: If 1 remember, it was 220. 

Q: Speed? 
A: Speed, t believe - I do not remember at this time. 

Q: What other ships were in company with KYES at this time? 
A: The LARSON was on my port hand, the BLACKPOOL 

Q: I'm sorry to interrupt. To avoid giving classified material, could you just give us 
the names at this stage. 

A: The LARSON, BUCKPOOL, CLEOPATRA, EVANS, MELB.DURNE. 

Q: And did you remain on ~atch on the bridge of U.S.S. XYES until the collision later 
occurred? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And what was the state of the weather at around 0300, just before the collision, say? 
A: Well, there was very 10\.' wind, I ~ould say, probably 10 knots of wind. The skies were 

overcast. There ~as a good moon, but like I say. the skies were overcast. It was patchy at 
times, not much light came through. 

Q: What-was the degree of visibility just before the collision for periona not using 
binoculars as to regards type of ships, what length of view without binoculars? 

A: You mean, how far away I would be able to see a ship? 

Q: Yes. 
A: Without binoculars Bnd to recognize its type, that would depend on the size of the ship. 

t, 5r.loller ship, it's a good chance you wouldn't be able to see it much over about 5 or 6 miles. 
Actually. I don't think you could really see without binoculars, unless it was silhouetted on 
the horizen. Anything inside the horizen would be hard to see without bino~ulars. 

Q: Without binoculars, what length of view did you have as to the heading of 8 particular 
ship? 

A: I donlt follo~ your question. 

Q: What range did you have, without binoculars, in determining the direction that the ship 
was heading? 

A: I ~ould say if it was on the horizen, there wouldn't be any difficulty whatsoever, which 
would be about 6 or 7 miles . 

Q: Now using binoculars, ho~ far could you tell the type of ship in question? 
A: t would probably sayan additional 2 miles. 

Q: And using binoculars, for what range could you tell the direction in which a ship was 
heading? 

A: Probably about the same. 

Q: At this period just before the collision, what lights were being shown by ships in the 
force as far aa you observed? 

A: As I observed it, I know that the LARSON w.a not ahowing lights, and ahe was the one I 
~as most particular interested in or worried about at the time. As for the other ships, 1 don't 
remember seeing any lights on any of the escort.. And immediately prior to the collision. I 
cannot ~y what the MELBOURNE vas .howing. 

Q: Without reve.tina any cla •• ified .. terial, what va. the dietance h'ca the rtlS to 
MELBOVRN!? 

A: At the time of the incident it va. exactly 8,500 yard. and had been .0 for about 10 
minutes before that because I .. de a note of apeaking to .y JOD at the time that he va. right on 
atation. 

Q: Do you recaU I al,na1 to EVANS to take up poo1tion ro ... UOll ODe? 
A: Yes, .ir. 
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