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FIFTH DAY

~he b.-rd reconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 14 June 1969.

The board recessed at 1030 hours, 14 June 1969,

During this session the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and planned future
proceedings of the board. At the conclusion thereof the board reconvened in open session at 1045
hours, 14 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were agaln present.

Senior member: The board now being in open session, it is pointed out by counsel that any persin
vho 1s to be called as a witness or may be called as a witness should leave the board room and

withdraw. The board recalls Captain Stevenson.

Captain J. P. Stevenson, Royal Australian Navy, was recalled as & witness by counsel for the
board and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the boerd (CDR Glass):
Q. In your testimony yesterday you said, "I had already signalled that my course was 260. 71

wis staylng on that until the escort got astern.” You are invited, sir, to give the reasons for
the decision you made in that connection?

4. As soon as the EVANS altered course putting me on her starboard bow, I became a privileged
vessel and could not alter course until that collisfon ciroumstance was overcome dne way or
another. It would be a matter of minutes, a very short space of time, It would not have an
effect, or an appreclable effect, on the other escorts, a minute here or there, when they are
weaving in sectors on a zig zag. It would not be {mportant to them if I followed my zig zag
course of 260, that leg of the zig zag, until EVANS got into safe position astern of me when [
would have resumed the zig-zag without signal.

- Q. Counsel asks at what time, in your opinion, you took over the conning of the ship that

- night during the events immediately preceding the collisionl

i A. In these circumstances I--can I put it this way, I didn't officially take over the conn
until I gave that hard left rudder, but if anyone had given any other orders on the bridge, I

would have intervened. In my own mind I had the conn from the moment she started turning towards

me. 1 didn't give any inastructions that I had it, but if any other orders had been by anybody

else I would hsve stepped in to see that they were mine,

Q. And that you say was the position from what point f{n the sequence of events?
A. As soon as EVANS started her turm to atarboard.

Q. Is there provision in the standing orders which determine the manner in which the commanding
officer takes the conn from the officer of the watch?
A. Yes, there is.

Q. What is the provision?

A, Either by my giving a direct order stating that I had taken over the conn or by giving an
order, an engine order or a wheel order. .

Q. You are Lnformed that you are privileged now to make any further statement--

Senior member: Excuse me counsel, the board has a few queations.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Captain Stevenson, I believe that you mentioned that the escorts were weaving?
A. Patrolling their sectors was the word I should I have used.

Q. In what document {s contained the ship's order with respect to the moment which an

individual takes over the connl ,
A. It's in my Captsin's Standing Orders, I believe, the ship's standing orders. I haven't

got them with me.

Senior Member: Will counsel obtain that document.
Counsel for the board: Yes sir.
Senjor Member: We will then determine fif it should be admitted into evidence.

Counsel for the board: Can you help us, Captsin, by letting us imow {f that document 1s still
on the ship?

Witness: Yes, I will, {t's not here. I would have to get it from the ship.

Counsel for the board: Are there any further questions from the board?
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (cont'd) v
Questions by Senior Member:

Q. Captain Stevenson, under what terms of reference did you believe at the time that EVANS
placed MELBOURNE on EVANS starboard bow, at that time under what terms of reference did you believe
that MELBOURNE was a privileged vessel?

A. Two ways, sir. The Rules of the Road, normal rule of the road and secondly, the well
secondly, but not so clearly, the carrier's right of way. 1 was not operating aircraft at that
time but preparing to operate.

Q. By rules of the road, I presume you refer to the International Regulations for the
Prevention of Collisions at Sea?
A. That's correct, sir.

Q. And with respect to the second way, to what document would you refer?

A. ATP 1, sir, ATP 1(A). 1 can look it up for you. Chapter 15, of ATP 1(A), which says keep
clear of carriers. It does state when preparing to or operating aircraft. 1In actual fact, I
wasn't, hadn't indicated clearly that I was about to operate, although I was close to program.

Q. 1f I understand your response correctly, you believed, however, that that provision of
AT? 1(A) did apply to you under the eircumstances?
A. Yes,.

Q. Captain, you have mentioned in prior testimony that MELBOURNE's wheel was rather stiff.
1 don't have the exact words in front of me. Did your comment in this regard imply that there
was any problem or defect?

A. No, sir it did not. 1It's just that it does take a little, I imagined that it would take
a little longer to put on than the triumph's wheel, which was the turning data that you have.
I haven't been able to make a comparison of it. My indication there was that it would take just
a shade longer than the triumph timing. It is no defect.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions at thia time.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 1In that event you af; entitled to be informed that you have
a privilege of making a further atatement covering anything related to the subject matter of the
inquiry that you think should be a matter of record in connection with it and which has not been
fully brought out by the previous question.

Witness: One point I would like to make, which 1 didn't state before. After the collieion,
immediately after the collision, I ordered the escorts to close to assist with survivors. It
was within the steps taken immedistely after the collimiom. Secondly, I would like to make a
statement on the steps taken to ensure the safe operations of EVANS in the role of plane guard,
which were the following: (1) emphasis on care and safety in the escort hand-out, which all ships
had been handed one week previous to this collision; (2) careful training in close gquartera
maneuvering during the early stages of the exercise and also in maneuvering to the plane guard
station from a variety of screening stationg; (3) adherence to the set and practiced procedure
for moving to plane guard station, (4) use of navigation lights at full brilliance in MELBOURNE
to avoid doubt as to the relative position of the two ships; (5) signelling of MELBOURNE's course
to remecve any possible doubt as to her movement; (6) discussion with the commanding officer prior
to the exercise at which time the imperative need for care in order to keep clear of MELBOURNE was
emphasized. Despite these precautions the unbelievsble happened and my ship and its entire crew
were endangered. Immediately this wea apparent, a signal was sent werning the EVANS of the danger —
in plenty of time to avoid it. When collision became inevitable, I ordered drastic alteration of
. course of MELBOURNE in the only direction posaible. The correct sound signal was made and a voice
signal was sent telling EVANS of the action taken. When it was obvious this action would not
succeed, the engines were stopped and put astern. All hands went to energency stations in s
high damage control state. After the collision, rapid and efficient action was taken as a result
of which a very large portion of the EVANS ahip's company was reacued, all of them by MELBOURME.
I would have expected the EVANS to have taken careful note of all the precsutions I listed
previously, However, if sttention had been paid to even one of these cautions this collision could

never have occurred.
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel points out, sir, that part of your evidence
relating to rescue and salvage operations is not being taken at this time and we will be asking
you to come back later on, and the usual warning i{s to be given. You, like all other witnesses are
required not to discuss with any other witness or with any person the evidence you have given
before this board. You are excused subject to the liability to recall.
Senior Member: We will have 2 receas. 1115, 14 June 1969,
The board reconvened in open session at 1120 hours, 14 June 1969.
All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this ia an open session of the board.

Lieutenant Commander Richard Arthur Jsmes Tagg Arundel, Royal Australian Navy, was called as
s witness by counsel for the board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:
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EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you state your name, grade and present organization?
A. Llieutenant Commander Richard Arthur James Tagg Arundel. I am the Fleet Commbunications
Officer to the Flag Officer Commanding Austrelian Fleet.

Q. Do you have any particuler qualifications in the Royal Australian Navy?
A, Yes, alr. ,
Q. What are they?

A. 1 am a qualified Communications Officer since 1958.

Q. What i{s your background in communications procedures and techniques?
A In the course of my duties I have been conversant with communications procedures since 1958.

Q. Could you spesk a little more loudly please, so the members of the board can hear you?
Have you had any particular training or studies in this areal
A, 1 have sir.

. Would you state what they are?
. 1 studied in the United Kingdom for 12 months in a long communications course.

> 0

Q. Are you familiar with the term Tactfcal Primary Net?
A Yes, sir.

> O

What 18 it referred to in your communications- phraseology? .
The circuit your referring to is the Tactical Primary. ‘

And what i{s that circuit used for in fleet operations?
It 1s the principal tactfcal maneuvering circuit.

> O

And are any records kept by ships of transmissions on that elrcult?
Yes, sir.

» D

Q. What types of records?

A. The records kept by Commonwealth shipa are an exact record of every transmission that is
made on the Tactical Primary Circuit as recorded by a communications gailor that is trained in
tactlcal procedures.

Q. Have you had a chance to become familiar with the records kept in U.5. Ships?
A. I have, sir. As the result of compiling some records for the past few days, I realize
there are some differences in recording.

Q. Have you in the past two days performed auny tasks at the request of counsel for the board?

A. Yes, sir I have. This haa been the collation of the signals which were made, which had a
particular tactical implication from the completion of the replenishment phase on the 2nd to the
morning of the incident.

Q. And what was your basic source of this compilation or collation of signals made.
A. The Tactical Primary Log, sir.

Q. Of what ship. What ship was your primary document for this?
A. I used as my basic document the Tactical Primary Log as compiled by the Communications
Tactical Operator on FOCAF Staff.

Q. What additional logs did you use in this process? )
A. I used MELBOURNE's ship log, COMDESRON 23 and KYES combined log - LARSON's Log, BLACKPOOL's
log. Incidentally, there were two logs from BLACKPOOL.

Q. What were the two logs?
A. There was the bridge log snd another log kept in their CIC.

Q. Was the EVANS log available to you?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know the reason why not?
A. I presume it was lost with the ship.

Q. Did you also use the GLEOPATRA's logl
A. No, sir. It wvas not available to me until this very morning. I was unable to get into I:_he

details at this time. It is available.

Q. You do have it now?
A. 1 have it now,

Q. Did you have any assistance in the task of preparing this collatiom?
A. I had the assistance of Lisutenant Fisk, who is the Communications Officer of the KYES.

Counsel for the board: At this time I esk that this docunent be marked Exhibit 27 for
purposes of identification.
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Q.. Lieutenant Commander Arundel, I give you Exhibit 27 and ask you if you can identify it.
A. Yes, sir. This is the compilation I wes working on.

Q. Would you describe for the board what it contains?

A. Yes, sir. 1 have collated the principal maneuvering signals from FOCAF Log for the period
070550z until 0220182Z. In columns alongside each signal 1 have compared the transcript of the
log in MELBOURNE's bridge, CQGMDESRON 23 and KYES, LARSON's and BLACKPOOL's bridge and CIC logs.
Shown in the columns sre any discrepancies. That is any essential differences such as times or
non recelpt of signals, a certain signal.

Q. There sre a large number of entries of "agree"”, would you state what that term means?
A. Yes, sir. 1've put the term "agree” where the signal made or recorded in MELBOURNE, or
1 should say FOCAF's log, agrees with the record in the other logs in precise detail.

Q. In your opinion is that an accurste representation of the transmissions made and received
during that period by the unita indicated?

A. It is a very accurate record of the principal tactical signals made throughout. However,
ir does nct record in the case of the USK Logs where receipts were given, in all cases.

Q. Why is that true?
A, The reason, sir, is that the syatem of recording in the U,S. Logs is not to record exact
Jetail, such &s receipts or repetitions.

Q. FOCAF Tactical Primary Log has been admitted into evidence as Exhibit 12. 1Is that the
document that you used as the basic document in this preparation?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances sir, counsel requests admission of this
document as Exhibit 27. I think before doing so, sir, we would 1ike to ask one additional gquestion.

Q. Have you translated the signals into this document - in this document into the plain
language equivalent?
A. Yes, sir, I have.

Q. 1In your opinion are those translations accurate?
A. They are.

Counsel for the board: Counsel would also like to state at this time that we will ask
Licutenant Commander Arundel to continue this work now that he has the CLECPATRA's Log. At
a later time we will provide = supplement to the exhibit, indicating the results of that comparison.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member.

Q. I have one question before we admit this, possibly more. You have stated, Mr. Arundel, that
you have recorded in this document the principal maneuvering signals.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do I take it from that that some transmissions on the TACPRI1 Circult, which may be
evidenced by log entries of one or another ship, are not on this document?
A. That is possible, but as 1 said sir, I used the basic document. That is the FOCAF log

in which all transmissions have been recorded.

Q. The point which I wish "o establigh s whether the compilation that you have prepared
and which 1s now marked for identification Exhibit 27, contains notations concerning all
transmissions on the Tactical Primary Circuit during the period covered, or, whether it contains
as you sald earlier, only the principal maneuvering signals.

A. 1t ia the principal maneuvering signala,

Q. If e transmission did not consiat of a signal or a meneuvering signal or something you
thought of as & principal maneuvering signal, it does not appear on this compilation.’ ls that
correct? .

&. That would be correct sir. Except that my interpretation of principal maneuvering was
that any signal which could have had a bearing on a screen maneuver, am alteration of course, and

so forth.

Q. Does this include transmissions of a solely informative nature?
A. 1t does indeed, sir. Such as supplying course and speed.

Q. 1in the courae of your work and particularly that aspect which involves translation or
decoding of the signals from their signal form to plain language form, to what publicatiouns did you

refer?
A. 1 referred basically to ATP-1A, Volumes 1 and 2, change 4. Additionally, FOCAF's OPORDER ..

1-69 snd Annex Golf to the main OPLAN.

Q. Did anyone assist you in this work?
A. Yes, sir, lLieutensnt Pisk assisted me, Not interpreting all call signs, but certainly

interpreting maneuvering signals.

Q. And has there been any check of this material following it's completion by.yourself and

Lieutensnt Pisk?
A. Wo, there hasn't been, air.
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] Q. 'Does your collation include any indication as to which of the messages recorded were
originally in signal form and which were in plain language?

A. No, it doesn't, sir. The transcription is plain English language.
Counsel for the board: May I ask one question in that connection, sir?

Scnior Member: (nods his head in approval)

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Where & code was used for transmission of courses or speeds, is that indicated in your
translation?

4. It is not indicated, no, sir. Correction - except in one place, at the very end.

Q. Where is that place?
A, On the last page I have indicated alongside B course which was given, that it was in code.

Senior Member: Counsel, this Exhibit 27 may be admitted into evidence. However, in addition
to wh?t we have here a version of this document wherein CELOPATRA's dats 1s inserted, and in
a2ddition the exact terms of both the call signs and the transmission in each case are shown is to
be preprred.

Counsel for the boord: Both the call signs and what, sir?

Senior Member: And the transmitted message. In other words, the entire text of the transmission
including both the call up and the message or signal.

Counse! for the board: Sir, we have that already. Exﬁibit 12 which is admitted into evidence.

Senior Member: I understand that, T would like to have that placed alongside on this particular
dogunent for ease of reference.

Counsel for the board: 1 see, sir. That can be done.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

G. Mr. Arundel, with respect to this compilatiom, you stated that your basic reference source
wis FOCAF's TACPRI Log. 1In the logs of the other ships and staffs available to you, were there
any indications of trensmissions which were not in POCAF's.

4. I looked for some discrepnacles, or to see of there were any discrepancies, in MELBOURNE's
as o comparison. I didn't find any.

;. So that if one of the other ships, other than MELBOURNE had recorded a transmission not
vecorded in FOCAF's or MELBOURNES's log, it would mot be shown?
A. It would not be shown.
e Lot
Q. Or it would not be dq&rched from this document?
A. Not from that document,

Senior Member: The hoard would like to have the additional work mentioned, include the
examination of the other ships's Iogs. HRamely, KYES, LARSON, BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA, to determine
whether there were any transmissions not on here and L{f there were may they be inserted please.

witness: 1'd like to point out, sir, that there were two particular areas in which I did
examine all logs, to see whether any signals were not included in this basic document.

Senior Member: Subject to those comments ......-
Counsel for the board: Could we ask him which two those were at thig time? Which.two areas?

Witness: Yes, sir, these two areas were the last hour's signaling before the sccident and on
the occasion when the CTU, which was MELBOURNE, detailed or inatructed COMDESRON 23 to detail a

rescue destroyer.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the counsel for the board:

Q. And what was the approximate hour the that latter .....
A. 1t was approximstely 021108.

Q. 021108z1
A. ZULL.

§. Now what peried on esch side of that did you check?
A. 1 checked from that period for approximately half an bour.

Q. On esch side?

A. On - from that periocd to approximetaly half an bour after the time I gave you. And on the:
other occasion Lt was fust the total bour, precesding the accident. :
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Q. Lieutenant Commander Arundel, are there any other features of this document that ghould ba
known to the board in {t's examination of 1t?
A. I don't know whether you want me to go into some detail on the two areas I Just mentioned?

Q. Not as to actual substance of messages, purely the form and what the document contzins at
this time?

A. No, sir, except to emphasice that it has not been possible - there's been no conaistency in
the two American logs to establish whether receipts were given for example ....

Q. Did you find major discrepancies in the times?

A, BNo, sir, No major discrepancies. Where there had been a minute or two difference in
some ships logs, I have recorded it. However, 1'd like to emphasize that these logs, quite often
in the case of the American ships, the times have bean established in an ares remote from the
bridge arca and they may not be the times that the bridge would have made it.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness at this time.

Senlor Member: The board does not.

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony snd withdrew from the boardroom, subject
te recall. . B R e a e

Senior Member: The board will now recess to examine this Exhibit. The board will Tecess untﬂ_
1330. .

The board recessed st 1140 hours, 14 June 1969,
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The board opened at 1401 hours, 14 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the open session of the board recessed
are again present in open session.

" Counsel for the board: Any person who may have been called as a witneas or may anticipate that
¢ might be called as a witness is requested to withdraw from the hearing room.

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board calls Lisutenant (jg) Ramsey.
Lieutensant (jg) Ronald G. Rammey, USN, entered.

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Ramsey, the Judge Advocate General's Manual which governs the
proceedings of this board and the appointing order of the board require that prior to directing
questions to any witness who may be suspected of an offense, misconduct or improper performance of
duty, that it emst advise them as follows. Accordingly you are given this advice. First of all that
you are suspected of having committed the offense of negligently hazarding a vessel af the armed
forces. Second, that you have the right to remain silent as to that offense. Thirdly, that you
have the right to consult with and to obtain a lawyer, either & civilian lawyer retained by you at
your own expense or if you wish a Navy lawyer will be appointed by naval suthority to act as your
counsel without cost. Fourthly, that you have the right to have your retained civilian counsel or
your appointed military lawyer present during your interview. And finally, that you have the right
to terminate the interview at any time snd for smy reason. Do you understand what 1 have told you?

LTJG Ramsey: Yes, sir.

) .Counsel for the board: At this time then the board would like to know your response to that
advice,

LTJG Ramsey: I would like to have legal counuel:.
Counsel for the board: Do you have such counsel already?
LTJG Ramsey: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Will you name him, please?

LTJG Ramsey: Yes, that would be Lieutenant Tilton.

Counsel for the board: Would you like to have him join you here or would you like to have the
board recess so that you may consult with him?

LTJC Ramsey: He is just outside. I would like to have him here.
Counsel for the board: Very well, we will make such arrangements. Lieutenant Tilton, please.

At this point Lieutenant Fredric F. Tilton, JAGC, U. §S. Naval Reserve, entered the room and took
a seat next to LTJG Ramsey.

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Tilton, I, as counsel for the board, have just advised LTJC
Ramsey that he is suspected of the offense of negligently hazarding a vessel of the armed forces.
1 have given him the advice required by section 0606(d)2 of the JAG Manual. He has requested that
you join him at the witness table as his counsel, Have you accepted appointment es his counsel?

LT Tilten: Yes, 1 have,

Counsel for the board: Would you state your qualifications please, sir?

L4

LT Tilton: Yes, sir. I am a graduate of the University of South Dakots Law School. I am a
rmembor of South Dakota Bar. I have sttended the Naval Justice School in Newport, Rhode 1sland and
am a graduate of that school and 1 am certified as both trial and defense counsel by the Judge

Advocate General of the United States Navy.

Counsel for the board: Thank yvu, sir. LTJG Ramsey, is Lieutenant Tilton acceptable to you
as your counsel?

LTJC Ramsey: Yes, air, he is.

Counsel for the board: Very well, sir. Will you stand for swearing?

LTJ)C Ronald G. Ramsey, U. 5. Navy, was called a8 a witness for the board of investigation, was
sworn and testified as follows:

Counsel for the board: Did you wish to make a statement, Lisutenant Tilton?

At this time, gentlewmen, realizing the obligatiom of the board,

also realizing the serious nature of the procesdings, as Mr. Ramsey's counsel snd {un view of the
warning which hes just been given, the sericus naturs of that warning and the unique nature of

these proceedings, I have just joined hiwm as counsel before the board and 1 would rogpectfully
Tequest that prior to Mr, Ramsey's testifying bafore the board that 1 be given the opportunity

snd Mr, Ramsey be given the opportunity to fully evaluste the sitwation, to familarice ourselves
wmore fully with everything -that is going on hers in the entire situation. At this time ;mtln_ra. §
it would ba difficult for me, in view of the type of offense, to be sbaolutely sure with vegard to
some of the questions that may be asked and therefors 1 would ask the board to grant e emti_mll:tq-
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in Mr, Ramsey's testimony until Wednesday of this coming week, 1In addition to that gentlemen, 1
would ask again in view of the warning, the unique nature of the proceedings, that counsel be
afforded the opportunity to review the testimony that has been presented to this board prior to
our appearance here today. I would also ask and request as counsel that I be given the right and
Mr. Ramsey be given the right to examine all witnesses called by this board. I would ask for the
right to recall any witness who has previously appeared before this board.

Counsel for the board: A clarifying question.

LT Tilton: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the bomrd: First of all, when were you assigned as Mr. Rameey's counsel?

LT Tilton; It was approximately Wednesday morning, this past Wednesday morning.

Counsel for the board: 1s the board to understand your request for the right to exsmine wit-
nesses to mean that you wish to examine them during the hearings of the bosard?

LT Tilton: Yes, sir.

Senior Member: Lieutenant Tiltom, I would llke to ask if you are aware at this moment that
your client, Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey is not charged with an offense?

LT Tilton: Yes, oir, I am aware of that.
Senior Member: And are you aware that this board has no punitive power?
LT Tilton: I am aware of that, sir.

Senfor Member: And finally this board is charged solely with reporting its findings of fact
and opinione?

LT Tilton: Yes, sir, I understand that.
Counsel for the board: 1 would suggest that the board recess, sir.

Senior Member: The board will recess for the purpose of considering the request entered by Mr.
Ramsey's counsel and will estimate a recess at this time of thirty minutes.

The board recessed at 1416 hours, 14 Jhme 1969,
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The board reconvened at 1455 hours, l4 June 1969.
Senior Member: The hearing is open.
All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this hearing is in open session. Counsel
has sent for LTJG Ramsey and LT Tilton.

LTJG Ramsey and LT Tilton entered the hearing rooum.
Counsel for the board: Please be ssated.

Senior Member: LT Tilton, as 1 understand your requests to the board, they are three in number
and briefly stated are as follows: You requested a delay until next Wednesday for further appearance
of LTJG Ramsey before the board; secondly, you Tequested the right to review testimomy already given
to the board; and thirdly, you have requested the right to examine all witnesees and to recall any
witnesses who have previocusly testified.

LT Tiltom: Yes, sir.

Senior Member: As to the second and third of those requests, to review the testimony and the
right to examine the witnesses who may be called, the board has no authority under the Judge Advo-
cate General's Manual, U.S. Navy, which governs this procedure, to grant these requests. According-
1y, they are denied,With Tespect to the first request, the delay in the appearance of your client,
the board grants a delay until Monday next, the 16th of June. 1f, on thact date, a further delay is
required, you should submit & Tequest for such delay to the board together with the reasons therefor.

LT Tilton: Yes, sir. .

Counsel for the board: Do you have anything further to aay at this time?

LT Tilton: No, sir. Nothing further.

Counsel for the board: You are excused, subject to recall on Monday.

LTJC Ramsey and LT Tilton withdrew from the hearing room.

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board calls LTJG Hopson.
LTJG Hopson entered the hearing room.

Counsel for the board: Would you have a seat OvVer here, please? LTJG Hopson, the board's
appointing order and the Judge Advocate General of the Navy's Manual require that prior to directing
questions to any U. 5. Navy witness who may be suspected of an offense, misconduct, or improper per-
formance of duty, he should be glven the following advice, which 1 shall give you now. First of all,
that you are suspected of committing the offénse of negligently hazarding a vessel of the armed forces.
Secondly, that you have the right to remain silent as to that offense. And thirdly, that you have
the right to consult with and to obtain a lawyer, efither a civilisn lawyer retained by you at your
own expense or if you wish, Navy authority will appoint a wilitary lawyer to sct as your counsel
without cost. Fourthly, that you have the tvight to have your retained civilian counsel or your
appointed military lawyer present during the interview, And finally, that you have the tight to
terminate the interview at anytime and for any reason. -Do you understand what 1 have told you?

LTJC Hopson: Yes, sir., At this time I would like to conault with a lawyer.
Counsel for the board: Very well. Do you have a specific lawyer in mind T
LTJ; Hopeon: Yes, oir, I do.

Counsel for the board: Would you name him, please?

LTJC Hopson: LCDR Brickson.

Counsel for the bosrd: Is he present?

LTJG Hopson: Not at this time, air. He ia out in the passagevay.

counsel for the board: Would you like him to join you here or would you like the board to Tecess
so that you may conault with him?

LTXG Hopson: Possibly if he could just join me here.
Counsel for the board: Very well. We will call him. LCDR Brickson, plaase. .

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that LCDR Brickson has emtered the room. will
you be seated please, Mr. prickson?

LCDR Bricksom: Thank you.

Counsel for the board: Would you identify yourself, pleane?

LCDR Brickson: 1 == LCDR Herbert O. Brickson, JAGC, U. 6. Navy
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Counsel for the board: Have you been certified by the Judge Advocate General of the Navy in
accordance with Article 27(b), Uniform Code of Military Justice?

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir, 1 have.
Counsel for the board: LTJG Hopson, is LCDR Bricksom acceptable to you a&s your attorney?
LTJC Hopson: VYes, sir, he is,

Counsel for the board: Mr. Brickson, I, as counsel for the board, have just advised LTJG Hopson
that he is suspected of having committed the cffense of negligently hazarding a vessel of the armed
forces. 1 have given him the advice of section 0606(d)(2) of the JAG Manual, and he has requested
that you serve ae his coumsel. Do you have a statement at this time, sir?

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir, I do. (Standing)
Counsel for the board: You may be seated.

LCDR Brickson: With the permission of the board, in view of this development, it is respectfully
submitted that Mr. Hopson is entitled to know the context in which he is going to make a statement.
and additionally, in view of this development, it {s submitted that by the action of the board, Mr.
Hopsan has in fact been designated a party, and as such, should be entitled to exercise the rights
of a party as enumerated in section 0304 of our JAG Manual, which includes the right to examine the
evidence presented before this board up te this point, to cross-examine the witmesses at his dis-
cretinn or to recall any witnesses for purposes of cross-examination. Therefore, it is respectfully
requested for permission to examine the evidence that has been presented thus far, and reserve the
right to recall witnesses for purposes of cross-examinatiom, and to exercise the right of cross-
cxanination in the future. In this regard, it is respectfully requested that a continuance he granted
Mr. Hopson unti] probahly Wednesday, 1 think would be suffiedent. . .

Counsel for the board: Does the board wish to recess to consider that request of counsel?

Senior Member: No. Mr. Bricksom, this board wishes to ascertain first of all, vhether you
understand vour client has not been charged with an offense.

LCDR Brickson: He has not been charged?

Senior Member: He has not been charged with an offense. The etatement of counsel to your
client was that he is suspected of an offense. He has not been charged with an offense. Now if
that is not understsed I would like to have counsel develop it further for you.

LCDR Brickson: Wo, &ir. 1 misunderstood,

Senior Member: Secondly, the board would like you to know that the board is not endowed with
arv punitive power by its appointing orders, or its Tules of procedure. Do you understand that?

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir.

Senjor Member: And thirdly, the board is charged with reporting only its findings of fac: and
opininns, Now understanding those points, do you adhere to your previous statement and request?

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir. Just the - well, T think that under the circumstances and in view of
this development to the point feeling that his statement should be made knowing the context in which
he is making - going to make the statement. I would make the request for permission to examine the
record thus far.

Counsel for the board: May I ask one clarifying question? How long have you been assigned as
counsel for LTJG Hopsom?

LCDR Brickson: Approximately since Wednesday afternoom.
Counse! for the board: Thank you.

Senior Member: Mr, Brickson, there is ome further peint om which 1 wish to insure there is no
misunderstanding and that is that in fact, your client, Mr. Hopaom, has not been designated a party.
This board has no right or power to mo designate any individual.

LCDR Bricksom: I understand.

Senior Member: Does the board understand therefore, that you have made essentially four requests.
First, the right to exsamine the evidence already given. Secondly, the right to cross-examine wit-
nesses. And thirdly, the right to recall witnesses. and fourthly, a delay uncil this coming Wed-

nesday....
LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir.
Senior Member: ....for further appearance of your cliemnt.

LCDR Brickson: Yea, esir.

Senior Membar: As to the firat thres, that is, exmminetion of evidence already givem, cross-
exsmination of witnesses, end the recall of vitnasses already heard, the board, under its tules of
procedure vhich are governad by the Judge Advocate Ceneral's Manual, U. 5. Navy, has no right to

118

CECLASSIFIED

g e e g e L A L e waaa e




‘ ( i N
+ P¥ .r q; —'-
SulL eI N )

grant those requests. Accordingly, they are denied, As to your fourth request, the board grants
a delay until Monday, 16 June, and if on Monday further delay is required, you should request such
delay, together with reasons therefor.

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir. I understand.
Counsel had a discussion with the senior member out of the hearing of the reporter.

Counsel for the board: May 1 add one thing, Commander Brickson. You asked the context in which
LTJC Ramsey had been - 1'm sorry, LTJG Hopeon had been called as a witness. The context is thatr
information, preliminary information received by the board, indicates that LTJC Hopson was the Junior
Officer of the Watch at the time of the collision. The board has heard evidence to this point from
several witnesses, the Commanding Officer of FRANK E. EVANS, Comnanding Officer of HMAS MELBOURNE,
and the Flag Officer in Command of the Australian Fleet. 1L1JC Hopson would be, if he teatified now,
the first witnees to testify giving the board the view point of the events of the evening of 2 and 3
_June as seen from the eyes of the EVANS. It is in that coutext then as a witness with full rights
of representation by counsel to assist him in the - in his testimony, and to help him in ansvering -
to advise him in the snawering of sny questioms, and to advise him as to his rights not to ansver
any question or to terminate the interview, that he has been called as a witness., Would the senior
member like to amplify that in any way?

Senior Member: No,1 think that covers the situation at the moment.
LCDR Brickson: Mr. Hopson is ready to testify at this time.
Counsel for the board: Very well, Mr. Hopson would you please rise ad raise your right hand.

LTJC James A Hopson,U.S. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for the board,was sworm, and
testified as follows: - . } ..

EXAMINATION BY (OUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you please state your name, grade snd present organization? -
A. My name is James Armor Hopsom. My grade is LTJG, United States Navy. My organication is
the USS FRANK E. EVANS? :

Q. Was your organization on } June also FRANK E. EVANS?
A. Yes, sir. It was.

Q. At this time Mr. Hopson, would you briefly recount to t board your experience in the U. S.
Navy, : iz.é;?

A. 1 originally enlisted in the United States Navy inl , March the 8th of 1958, at Kansas
City, Kansas. It was the Naval Reserve. 1 was connected with Naval Air Statiom, Olathe, Kansas at
that time. 1 came on active duty on the 21st of July, 1961 and was sent to Norfolk, Virginia, Re-
ceiving Station. 1 stayed there for approximately two monthe and was then transferred to Hospital
Corps School in Great Lakes, Illinois, inm September of 1961. I attended a Hospital Corps course in
Creat Lakes and graduated in December of '61, was then transferred to Camp Le juene, North Carolina,
‘Marine Corps Base the latter part of December '61 and remained there until 1963. 1In April of 1963
1 made second class petty officer and in May I reenlisted in the regular navy, upon acceptance of
the NESFP program, the Naval Enlisted Scientific Education Program.

Q. Would you state the nature of that program a iittle wore clearly, please!
A. What it consists of, sir?

Q. Yes.

A. The NESEP Program is designed for selecting various enlisted personnel in the United States
Nevy to attend a four year course at selected universities throughout the United States Co obtain a
degree and eventually a comuission in the tnited States Navy. I was then transferred from the Mario~
Corps Base, Camp Lejusue, to Bainbridge, Maryland for a nine week preparatory course wvhich ended in
August of 1963, From there 1 was transferred to Moscow, ldaho, to attend the University. of idsho,
arriving there in September of '63 and I eventually graduated from the University of Idaho with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering om the 4th of hme, 1967. 1 was then transferred
to Newport, Rhode Island, toO attend the Officer Candidate School commencing in June of 1967 and was
ultimately commissioned on the 20th of October 1967. I was then transferred to the USS FRANK F. EVANS,.
1 ultimately arrived on board the EVANS uhen she was in Subic Bay on the 19th of November 1967. 1
reported aboard as prospective Main Propulsion Assistent and have bsen on board the FRANK E. Ev NS
ever since. 1 relieved LTIG Roger Struthers as Main Propulsion Assistant in February of 1968, and
1 was up until - well I still am designated as Main Propulsion Assistant of the FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. What does the term Main Propulsion Assistant wean? .
A. The Assistant portion of it Indicates that 1 assiet the Chief Engineer in maintaining the
main propulsion plant of the ship, namely the boilers, the main engine snd the various pumps connected

with maintaining the ship in a ready conditiom, -

Q: Very well. You may procesd, ’ i :

A: Ghen I first reported aboard the EVANS, I was assigned watches as Officer of the Deck in port
under inastruction, end after three watches or so 1 was then allowed to stand these watches on my own
uhen we were in port. The undervey watches that I stood were originally CIC Watch Officer under
instruction. This was for a period of approximately one month., And then 1 was stending watches as
Junior Officer of the Deck on the bridge, until approximately Jeouary of 1968. In Pebruary of '68
as T recell, 1 vas standing watches e CIC Watch Officer snd up until March the 15th of ‘68 1 was
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. of this hearing session. First of all, that the evidence which is being received in open session
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Q. May I interrupt, 1'm sorry. Are you referring to 196817
A. Yes, alr.

Q. All right.

A. On Mareh the 15th of 1968, I was flown from the Sea of Japan where the FRANK E. EVANS was
at the tim-, to the United States to San Diego to attend the Engineering Officer's School at the
Development and Training Center in San Diego. This was approximately a twelve week course, 1
graduated from this course on the l4th of August, as I recall. 1 believe that's the proper date,
the lath of Auguet 1968, and reported back to the FRANK E. EVANS. At this time the FRANK E. EVANS
was undergoing a major overhaul period at Lomg Beach Kaval Shipyard and she was in drydock at the
time. The overhaul period ended for us on the 3rd of September, the firet part of September 1968.
1~ then had varlous exercimes in the Southern California operating area. And during these exerclses
1 was standing both CIC Watch Officer and Jumior Officer of the Deck. And on March the 29th of 1969,
w;i—got undervay from Long Beach, California to begin ocur WESTPAC deployment, which we were on until
this time.

= O

Could you describe in detail your experience as Junior Officer of the Deck?
1 don't quite understand what you meam by in detail, eir. S

Q. How many months have you performed duties as Junior Officer of the Deck?

A. .That would just be an estimate on my part, I really - I can't remember. 1It's been about
half CIC Watch Officer and half Junior Officer of the Deck while we were underway. 1 would just
estimate this. If 1 gave it a little thought, 1 suppose 1 could come up with an answer, but I really
can't at this time, ' - S :

Q. 1f you can't do more than that at chis time, we will just leave that question until later.
what type of qualifications for standing watches were you certified For? Let me start over. TFor
what watches on board FRANE E. EVANS had you bean certified by the Commanding Officer?

A. 1 was certified as a qualified Officer of the Peck in-port, a CIC. Watch Officer and a Junior

_ Officer of the Deck.

Q. The latter two under what circumstances?
A. The latter two were undervay.

Q. Underway? Does that include fleet operationa?
A. Yes, sir, to the best of my knowledge, it was.

Q. During your period as CIC Watch Officer and Junior Officer of the Deck, did you have any
experience in ASW carrier screening operations?

A. Yes, sir. We did have experience in this. As 1 mentioned earlier we were on several exer-
cises in the Southern California operating area and that was the purpose of these exercises, ASHW.
And so any watch 1 did stand during that period would be connected with ASW.

Q. During those periods, had you had the opportunity to have the conn of the ship during ahift-
ing station in the screen or moving to plane guard station?
A. Yes, sir, I had.

Q. Do you have any estimate of the number of times?
A. No, air, 1 dom't have any idea.

Q. Inviting your attention to the night of 2 and 3 June 1969, would you state your duties at

that time?
A. You are referring to the night of the 2nd of June snd the morning of the 3rd of Jume?

Q. That's correct.

A. 1 went to bed on the 2nd of June at approximately 1915 in anticipation of having the wid-
watch. The last thing 1 recall on the 2nd of June was hearing "Lay before the mast all eight o'clock
reports”, wvhich was called away at 1930. 1 then went to sleep and was avakened at 2330 by the Meseen-
ger of the Watch and told that I had the next watch. 1 got up and dressed, went to the ward room and
had a cup of coffee and there met LTJC Ramsey, ENS Armstrong, and ENS Brandon, who were the officers
who were going to be on the mid-watch. ENS Brandon snd ERS Armatrong in CIC, and myself and Mr.
Ramsey on the bridge. 1 finiahed my coffee and then went up the ladder to the bridge, walked through
the pilot house and out on the open bridge and there met ENS Ogaws, who vae....

Q. Would you repeat his nmme, please?.
A. ENS Ogawa. Would you like for me to spell that, sir?

Q. Pleanse,
A. 0O-G-A-W-A. FNS ogawa vas the Junior Officer of the Deck on the 20-24 watch. 1 told r. Ogawa

that 1 was ready to relieve him and he related the basic setup L0 ®me. 1 have some graphical repre-
sentations here of vhat he did relate to me.

Q. Before doing that, sir, I should give you one atatement shich 1 neglected at the beginning

1a limited to unclassified information. You are not suthorized to disclose classified i_.nfnmtlun
during the open session. And should the answer to any question which you are asked require you to
disclose classified information, you ste requested mot to answver but ¢o sdvise the board. 1In that

case you will be givan the opportunity to answer it fully and completely in closed session. It-you_f-'_, Sl

can answer a question in general terms without disclosing clessified information, you are requested
to do so in open sesaion amplifying if necessary in closed session. Do you understand that?
Ac Yes, sir. 1 do.

Q. Can you show the chart vhich you have before you under those circumstances?
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Witness: What 1 have hereis my first representation of the setup of the acreen situation as it
wag at the time,

Q. The board understands that the detalls of the screen are classified.
describe the screen in general terms as to what type of screen it is and the location of FRANK E.
EVANS in that screen in unclessified session.

A. 1 do not have the screen named on this particular drawing.

Q. Does {t show the exact sectors?
A. Yes, sir, it does.

Q. I'm sorry, but you cannot use that in open session.

Senior Member: The board will recess for five minutes.

The board recessed at 1532 hours, 14 June 1969,
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The board opened at 1540 houts, 14 June 1969.
All persons connected with the board who were present wher the board recessed wer¢ again present.
Lieutenant Hopson and his counsel resumed their seats in the witness stand.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by thc counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Hopson, returning to the point at which you were awakened for the mid-watch, you
indicated that you were awakened at 11:30 1 believe. Was that the first notice that you had that
you had the watch?

A. Yo, sir. 1 did have smple notification and it was an snticipated thing. 1 had the 12
to 16 watch on the 2nd of June and 1 fully snticipated to have the mid-watch during the morning
of the 3rd of June. )

Q. During the 12 to 16 watch what was the EVANS doing?
A. As I recall we were patrolling a sector in a bent line acreen with a zig-rag plan that
was put into effect by the carrier.

Q. What was the screened unit? What unit was being screened?
A. The screened unit was the FMAS MELBOURNE.

Q. During thet period did EVANS go to plane guard station at all? ,
A. 1 don't recall, sir. I can't remember.

3. Going back then to the night of 2 and 3 June you indicated that you had gone,to the bridge
and were preparing to relieve Ensign Ogawa as JOOD, will you continne from that point?

A, Without being too specific as far as what he related to me, he told me that the screen
which was 1n effect was a bent-line screen and he indicated our position. This was written
down on a maneuvering board that we had on the chart table on the open bridge.

Q. Was EVANS assigned a specific station or eector?
A. The EVANS waes assigned a sector. 1 would 1ike to explain that later at or in a closed
session. I cannot divulge that at this time.

Q. Would you state where EVANS sector was {n relation to the other ships of the screen?
A. We were to the right of the other ships.

Q. How many ships were {n the bent-line screen that you have described?
A. {LT Hobson and counsel held brief discussion) There were three ships in an inner screen
and two ships out in front of the formation. Would you like for me to name the ships?

Q. Yes. You don't need to give their stations but name the other four ships as I understand
it were in the screen.

A. The other ships in the screen situation were the KYES, the LARSON, the CLEOPATRA, arnd
the BLACLPOOL and then ourselves naturally.

Q. As I understand it you were at the right-hand side of the Inner screen which consisted ©f
three ships, is that correct?
A. Yes, sir, that is correct.

Q. Could you state the base course of the formation at the time you relieved the watch as

you recall?
4. 1 don't recall what the base course OT what the base speed was when 1 did relieve the watch.

Q. Do you recall that you were advised as to what they were by Ensign OQgava?

A. Yes, sir, I was. I do remember that I was given the base course, the base speed, he
related the screen plan to me also the zig-zag plan that was in effect at that time. I can’t
divulge that at this time as 1 understand. *

Q. There was a specific rig-zag plan then in effect, 18 that correct?
A. Yes, sir, that is correct.

Q. From what publication was that taken, Lf you can recall?
4. That was from the Sea Spirit Operation Order.

Q. 1 show you Board Exhibit 1 and ask if that is the document from which the zig-zag plan was
taken (handing the document to the witness),
A. (Witness looking through gxhibit 1) Yes, wir, thia is the document.

Q. At the time you relieved the watch who else was on the watch on the bridge? 1'm serry,
let me rephrase it. Who also was on watch during the 00 to 04 watch with you on the bridge?
A. Not the people who we were reliaving just the people....

Q. That's correct, 1 want you to identify the people who also had the watch at the same time

that’ you did. .

A. The people having the mid-watch, sside from wmyaelf, were Lieutenant (jg) Rmasey as the
Officer of the Dock; the Poatavsin's Mate of the Watch who was a Scaman by the nome of Petty,
P-E-T-T-Y; and the Quartermaster of the Watch was a man by the name of Vigue. )
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Q. Say that again, please?
A. Vigue, V-I-G-U-E. The others were a Seaman by the name of Baughman, B-A-U-G-H-M-A-M.

Q. What was his job?
A. He was rotated to several joba during the course of the watch, and we had varicus other

seaman but I can't recall who they were.

Q. And Lf you know, could you state what other stations in the ships vere manned during the

mid-watch, in general terms?

the

A. In general terms the after steering was manned.

Q. By how many men, do you know!
A. There was one man back there during that watch, I believe. The VD5 detail was manned.

Q. State what VDS means?
A, VDS is Varisble Depth Sonar.

Q. Very well.
A. The radio was manned for the midwatch, the CIC.

Q. I understood that there were two officers and 8 number of enlisted men there, i{s that correct?
A. In CIC, yes, sir. Then naturally the bridge, the signal bridge watch and the watches in
engineering spaces.

Q. Could you describe the engineering condition of readiness during your watch?

A, We had two boilers on the line, Number 1 snd Number &4 boller and Mumber 1 and Number 2
Ships Service Turbo-genersator and we were running split-plant.

Q. What does split-plant mean?
A. It means that the forward main engine and its assoclated equipment, boilers and machipery
{solated from the after main engine and its boiller and auxiliaries and what have you.

BYE

Q. Were any lookouts stationed on the bridge?

A. Yes, slr. The lookouts were up on the flying bridge, eir.

Q. Could you hear their reports if they made them?

A, They passed their reports down through the JL circuit. We had a JL talker on the bridge.

Q. 1s that a telephone circuit?

A. It is a sound-powered phone, sir.

Q. This is manned on the bridge level?

A. Yes, sir. It is manned on the bridge level, the flying bridge and in CIC.

Q. Could you state the condition of water tight integrity that existed on the ship during the
midwateh?

4, Condition “Yoke".

Q. Uould you describe in more detail what that mesns for a ship of FRANK E. EVANS class and

specifically for FRANK E. EVANS?

A. It indicates....I don't understand by what you mean in specific terms. Let me approach

it in this manner and maybe this will be what you are sfter. It means that every water tight
closure that is labelled with “Yoke" or Xray" is to be closed at that time.

Q. Aand what is the purpose of this conditienm, when set?
A. The main purpose is for damsge control snd water tight integrity. It is to isolate

various compartments of the ship from other compartments in case of s tragedy or what have you.

Q. Would you give the board the state of training of the peraonnel on watch on the bridge

with you during the midwatch?

A. The enlisted people on watch?

Q. All of those whose state of training you were familiar with,
A. We had several new people that had recently reported on board the FRANK E. EVANS and as

w8s the case they were generally assigned to lst Division. We did have some of these new people
on the bridge during that watch. Exsctly how many I can't say, but we did have experienced prople.
For example, the Boatswain's Mate of the Watch, Semman Petty, was an experienced man and the

Quartermaster of the Watch, Vigue, waa an experienced man.

Q. Did the helmsman and the engine order telegraph operators carry out your orders properly

and efficiently during the watch to the best of your knowledge?

have the conn it vas sometimes s very concerning thing. I wvatched the rudder indicator very

A. When I had the conn, I didn't have the conn throughout the whole watch, but when 1 did

closely wvhenever sn order was givea to the helm to make sure that it was answered properly.

Q. To your knowledge were your orders answared properly?
A. Yes, air. The majority of them were., I they weren't, then it was corrected fomedistely.

Q. When you arrived on the bridge did you find a Night Order Book .left by the Captain before

he retired?

A, Yes, sir. 1 relisved Ensign Ogawa. Nr. Remsay then realieved Lisutenant (ig) Bowler.
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He walked over to the chart table and read the night orders and then he called me over and 1 read
the night orders and signed them after that time. As Y recall the things that were mentioned in
the night orders, that stick in my mind, were be prepared to follow the zig-zag plan which was in
effect, which I can't mention at this time, upon command of the carrier. This is paraphrased natur-
ally, I can't remember the exact words,

Counael for the board: You'll have a chance to smplify later.

A. 1 think that there was something in there about the boundaries of the sector that we were
in and it was a modification that was applied to this {(witness held brief discussion with his
counsel.) This was a modification which was put in by the Executive Officer on the bearing
boundaries of our sector. He said that our limits were 500 yards within the bearing boundary that
was established in the screen/patrol sector.

Q. You say "put in by the Executive Officer" was it also approved by the Commanding Officer?

A. ©Oh, yes, sir. The Executive Officer wrote the things that he thought pertinent for our
watch and the Commanding Officer would review these and then add his specific inatructions, Lf he
had any at the time, anéd then he did sign them,

Q. You indicated but I didn't quite understand when you indicated that you read and signed
the orders. Was it before or after relieving the watch?
A. This was immediately after I relieved the watch.

Q. You heve spoken, I assume, ms to night orders particular to the night of 2 and 3 June,
is that correct?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any indications in there of intentions for the night in the uay of expected
movements, changes in disposition or otherwise, thdt you recall? .

A. To the best of my knowledge, as I look back, I mseem to recall something in there about:
follow the directions of the carrier in going to plnne guard but I can't be too sure about this.
A "be prepared statement" more or less. The thing that sticks out in my mind mostly of the
Night Orders of that particular time is several "be prepareds.” It said to be prepared to do
this, be prepared to do that.

Q. Do you recall what they were in particular?
A. No, sir, I don't.

Q. 1In addition to the daily Night Orders which you referred were there any standing Night
Orders that were applicable to all officers on watch that night?

A. Yes, sir. The standing night Orders were {n front of the Night Order Book which was on
the bridge every night. This consisted of sbout five or six pages of standing night orders.
I couldn't recite them to you verbstim naturslly but, but they were definitely Lin the Night Order
Book.

Q. Do you recall whether either the daily or standing nmight orders contained any specific
reference to what occasion the Captain should be called to the bridge?

A. The Captain wanted to be notified whenever a ship had a CPA of less than 10 miles end its
course changed to come closer to the ahip.

Q. Were there any specific iastructions as to notification in the case of changes of
diapositions, stations, ectera.
A. 1 don't recall any at this time, sir.

Q. When you relieved the watch who had the conn?
A. Llieutenant (jg) Bowler had the conn, and when Mr. Ramsey relieved Lieutenant (jg) Bowler,

he assumed the deck and the conn.

Q. Did you at any time during the period of the watch assume the conn?
A, Yes, sir, I did.

Q. At approximately what time?
A. It was between 0230 and 0300 that I assumed the conn.

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the formation at that time?
A. No, sir, I can't recall.

Q. Do you recall whether the disposition waa zig-zagging?
A. Yes, sir. It was definitely zig-zagging and on top of the rig-zagging we were patrolling

our sector.

Q. By patrolling your sector you mean woving about within the boundaries, is that correct?
A. Yes, sir.

-
Q. Do you recall the course and speed, the base course and speed of the foruation st any time
prior to the time EVANS was in collision with MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, sir, I do.

d. NHould you state vhat it was and at appro:i-.tely wvhat time?

A. To the best of my knowladge as I rTecall....I can't remembar the time that it was ordered
but the base course was chenged to 183 at 16 kmots.
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Q. And was that during the time that you had the conmn?

A, As I recall....I can't remember it was in effect at.,(witness held brief discussion with
his counsel.) It was put into effect in a message that came over the radio telephone and it was
shackled, as I think it was called.

Q. The board as you are aware, are interested in the events concerning the collision. Was this
course and speed you have mentioned 185 at speed 16 and in effect just prior to that.
A, Yes, sir.

Q. During the time you had the conn was FRANK E. EVANS required to change station in the
formation?
A. Wo, air. Oh I'm sorry, are you talking about ordered to change station wvithin the screen?

Q. Either vithin the screen or taking another station within the formation?
A. Yes, sir. 1 didn't understand you at first.

Q. Would you describe the circumstances, please?

A. (Witness discussing the question with his counsel) 1 have a diagram here that I will have
to show the board in closed session, but I can give you some of the factors surrounding the
incident up to the collision, :

Q. The bosrd would desire that you give as much as you can in as much detail as you can in
the open session and then you will be given the oppertunity to amplify and add such additional facts
as you would like in closed session.

A. Yes, sir. We were ordered to tske plane guvard station 1,000 yards astern of the
MAS MELBOURNE.

Q. Moy I interupt at that point? o . . -
A. Yes. '

Q. Approximately what time was that?

A. It would be between D310 and 0320. When the order was executed I went to the radar
repe.ter on the bridge and checked the bearing and range to the MELBOURKE. This bearing was 084,
the range was 3,800 yards, I then turned and looked at the clock on the after bulkhead of the
3 pilothouse. I checked the zigzag plan that was in effect and according to the base course uvhich
o JJ,] was 185 and the zigzag plan her course ashould have been 20 degrees to starboard st that time or
.z 1 course 205. I was patroling the screen and I wss at 22 knots with a bearing of 0B4, 3,800 yerds
to the MELBOURNE and her on 205. I then informed Mr. Ramsey that my intentiom was to come around
to the right and pass down the starboard side of the MELBOURNE and fall in astern of her at 1,000
yards, at which time I would reduce my speed.

Q. According to your understanding of the situation of her course and speed, where would
you have been in relation to MELEOURNE's bow?

A. I would have been on her starboard bow. I then went to the starboard wing of the bridge.
Ordered right 10 degrees rudder and told the helmsman to steady on a course of 050. When the
ship came around 1 took my first visual bearing on the starboard polaris and noticed that the
bearing to the MELBOURNE was 070. 1 was very confussed at this time because I perfectly expected
the MELEOURNE to be drifting right. The ships were at darken ship and all I could see of the
MEIBOURNE was a shadow. I could see no sspect at all, I then told Mr. Ramsey that she was
drifting left and then I applied 5 degrees left rudder. At this time over the radio telephone circuit
on the bridge, I heard from the MELBOURNE, “You are on a collisien course." I turned and looked
at Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Ramsey looked up and ordered right full rudder. At that time I turned and looked
again at the MELBOURNE sand she was drifting rapidly left across eur bow. She had bright white
1ights on her flight deck, a mast head and range light, well her navigational 1lights were on, but
due to the number of lights we etill couldn’t tell what aspect we were seeing. We then, both
Mr. Ramsey and myself, went over to the port wing because she had drifted across our bov and it
was at thst time we saw that we were looking at the bow aspect of the MELBOURKE. 1 saw that the
MELBOURNE was in very close proximity to the EVANS. I turned around and I ordered the lee
helmsman to place the engines at "All Back Full". At this time I ran over t¢ the starboard wing
and T was shouting at the time that "She is going to hit ua", "She is going to hit us”. I
reached the atarboard wing, I turned and saw a flash of light on the bridge. I was hit wvery solidly
in the back and I was in the water.

Q. Lieutenant Hopson, the board hopes to separate the testimony into two sections, if at all
possible, that leadimg up to the collision and then following that, rescue operations, salvage
and so forth.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. At this point I would like to ask you some amplifying questions leading up to this point.
You indicated that you were first given a signal to take formation 1,000 yarda astern of the carrier,

is that correct?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Some time between 0310 and 03207
A. Yes, sir. To the best of my knovledge, yes, its sbout the time. I have no documentation

on this.

Q. Understood. Were any vecords of EVANS concerning this incident recovered to your knovledge? -
A, Wo, sir. 7o my knowledge they all went down with the ship, the forward section of the lhip_.

Q. I understand that you are acting solely on the basis of your memcry. Is that correct?
A. That's true, yes, sir.
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3. Can you recall if there was an appreciable interval between the time you were given the
sipnal osnd the execution of that signal?

A, (Witness holding brief discussion with his counsel ) You are referring to the time that I
wis piven the inftfal signal and the time of the execution of that signal, is that correct?

Q. That's correct.

\

A T don't recall what the time frame was on that. 1'm sorry.

3. You indicated that following the receipt of the execution you looked at the zlgzag plan and
the radar scope and determined what action you should take. Can you recall the length of tire
betweer the execution signal and the next scheduled change in the zigzag plan?

A. The periods of time on the zigzag plan 1 sm sure are classified and 1 don't know whether
I should enswer that or not in open session.

¢, I believe, the board can correct me if 1 am wrong, I believe the board would permit you
t+ snswer Lf you gave the length of time between the time you received the "executc" and the next
scheduled change.

Senior Member: Yes.

A. As I recall when I looked at the zigzag plan the course which the MELBOURNE was on had
just started, That was 20 degrees to starboard.

Q. Do you recall in which direction the next zigzag leg would have taker MELBOURNE?
A. If T could see the operation order I could.

%, Would you recognize the plan Lif you saw it in the operation order?
&. Ye:, sir, T would.

7, Very well (ecounsel handing the document to the witness).
Senior memder: UYe will recess for five minutes.

The board reccssed at 1614 hours, 14 Junme 1969,
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The board reconvened in open session at 1625 hours, 14 June 1969.

All persons concerned with the board's proceeding who were present when the board recessed
were again present,

Counsel for the board: The board now being in open session, it is pointed out by counsel that
any persun who Ls to be called as a witness or may be called as a witness should leave cthe board

room and withdraw., The board recalls LTJG Hopson.

LTJG James A. Hopson, U.S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board and testified
as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. 1 believe that just before the board recessed, Mr. Hopson, 1 asked you concerning the length
of time between the execute "Form Ome” until the next leg of che zig-zag plan was acheduled. Do you
recall that?

4. Yes, sir, after checking the operation order 1 found that it would be three minutes.

Q. Three minutes, that's based on you receiving the execute at what time?
A. That would be 0313.

Q. That would be the next change, 1s that correct?
A. WNo, sir, that's the time we received the order.

Q. Then the next change would be at time?

A. D03l6.

Q. 1 see, and what would the change be, right or left, and how manf degrees?
A. It would be to the right, and it would be 28 degrees.

Q. 2B did you say?

A. Yes, sir, 2B degrees.

Q. And vhat would be the deviation then from the base course, when the carrier was on that course?
4., It would be 4B degrees to starboard. This was not the one that was in effect when the order
was executed.

Q. Let me go back a step. Maybe 1've confused the issue. Based on the zig-zag plan that was
in effect at the time the order to take station one thousand yards astern of the carrier, can you
estimate the length of time until the time of the next leg of the zig-zag plan that was in effect

was to be executed?
A. The length of time thar the carrier would be on the course that she was on would be 3 minutes.

Q. And that was based on the zig-zag plan that you understand to be in effect?
A. Yes, sir.

. And the next course as we understood it, would be to the right?
A Yes, sir.

Q. And it would be a turn to the right of how many degrees from the course of the carrier at

that time?
A. From the base course it would be 4B degrees to etarboard. This would be, sir, if 1 mav add,

this would be at time 16 that she would be coming right.

Q. At time 0316 is that correct?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And what did you understand the zero hour of the zig-zag plam to be?

A. Well, the zero hour would have been 0200. This plan was put in effect, and, as I recall, it
was stopped once by a signal and then restarted again. WNow vhen restarting this you still maintain
the same initial time and you just start where you should have been. The way we kept track of these
were with small, penciled in, tick marks alongeide of each time as the time arrived. We received
from combat information center the course that MELBOURNE was coming to, we checked it on the bridge
and then we either agreed and i{f there was any disagreement at all then we had it out then and there

to find out which was the proper.

Q. Was there any disagreement between you and CIC on thie particular night?
A. On this particular night?

Q. Yes, sas to the times and directions of rig-zag movements?

A. There may have heen one or two discrepancies, but mot at this general time that we are
mainly concerned with. The discrepancies being of a wminor nature, maybe & or 5 degrees one way or
ancther and then at that time they were straightened out and the outcome of these were the proper

course as we saw it.

Q. To your knowledge did the carrier intend to continue zig-zagging during the time that you
were to take your station astern?
A. As we understood it, yes sir.
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Q. Let me take uou back to the time that you received the signal "Formation ONE". You indicated
that vou received that over the primary tactical edircuit, I believe?
A. Yes, sir.

. How is that circult monitored on board USS FRANK E. EVANS?

A. Wo have a radio telephone on the open bridge; we have a remote speaker on the open bridge.
The open bridge has control of this particular circuit. It is monitored in combat Information center,
by the CIC watch, they maintain a log in there as we do on the bridge.

Q. 1f the signal is received in code, who has the responsibility for decoding ie?
A. @®oth of us. Both of us meaning the watch in Combat Information Center and the watch or the
bridae.

J. When CTC receives a signal does it pass that signal to you in any way?

A. Yes, sir. We have a sound powered phone ¢ircuit that I mentioned earlier in my testimony,
that connected the talker on the bridge, the lookout on the flying bridge and the radarman in comrbat
inforuation center and they would relay the information from CIC to the bridge and if there were
discrepancics we would note it at that time and take corrective action.

{J. uho has the responsibility of acknowledging signals coming over the primary tactical circult?
A. The bridge watch.

Q. and who specifically on the bridge?
A. The Junior Officer of the Deck has the primary responsibility of acknowledging the trans-
missions that come in over the RTI circuits.

Q. o you recall whether you specifically acknowledged the '"Form Cme" that you received?
A. I don't recall whether I did or Mr. Ramsey did. It was acknowledged however. It was exc-
cuted and we did acknowledge the execution.

Q. Were there any other radio telephone circuite being monitored on the bridge that evening,
that night?

A. Yes, str, we had another circuit, it was on the port side of bridge, but I can't recall
what {t was at this time.

Q. where was the spcaker for the primary tactical circuit on the bridge?
A. It was on the forward bulkhead of the pilot house, starboard side.

Q. Was it inside the pilot house?
A4. Ko sir, it was outside the pilot house. when I say the forward bulkhead, 1 mean the exterior

portion of that bulkhead within the bridge area.

Q. and how far approximately was it from where you were standing in carrying out vour duties

as conning officer?
A. This would depend on the time that you're referring to. As conning officer I would be on
orc of the wings or at the center portion of the bridge depending on what the situation was.

3. Do you recall where you were at the time the signal "Formation ONE" was given?
A. No, sir, I can't recall.

Q. But do you specifically recall hearing that signal over the primary tactical circuit?
A. Yes, sir. 1 can verify that it was executed.,

Q. i.there a hand set for the purpose of anawering the radio telephone?
A. Yes, s{r, the hand set is located onthe starboard side of the bridge on the forward bulkhead

vhich is just forward of the chart table at the center of the bridge.

Q. Is it near the speaker?
A. Yes, sir, it's almost directly im fromt of the speaker.

Q. Did 1 understand that the transmissions are recorded by an operator on the bridge?
A. No, sir. They're recorded either by myself or the Officer of the Deck, If 1 am conning on
the port wing, then he would answer a signal or something like this, he would record them.

Q. Was that a pérmanent log that was kept of the transmissions?
A. Yes, sir, it was a primary tactical log.

Q: who has the responsibility ef the JOOD and the 00D, who would normally decode a message

received in code?
4. Would you repeat the questiom again, sir?

Q. Yes, I'll be glad to, maybe I can rephrase it and make it more easily understood. You
indicated, 1 believe, previocusly, that if a eignal was veceived in some sort of & code that it
would be decoded on the bridge and also in combat and you would compare notes, 1 believe something ]
along that line. Wae there any speciiic assignment of duty between the OOD and the JOOD as to who

decoded the signal thag was received?
A. As to the specific assignment of the duty, the way it was done is that one of us would decode
it and then the other one would check it, so it was done by both of us normally.

Q. Do you vecall vhether there were any commmications difficulties immediately prior to the

collision in this case?
A. That 1 don't know, sir.
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Q. Did the messages that came to you over the primary tactical circuit seem clear and readable?
A. Yes, sir. Those that I heard.

Q. After you had received the signal "Formation ONE" did you receive any further transmissions
on the primary tactical circuit until cthe time of collision?

A. ‘The next transmission 1 heard over the primary tactical circuit was "you are on a collision
course,’’

Q. Can you recsll at approximately what time that was received in relation to coming around
to the right and steadying up?

A. It was very shortly thereafter. When we came around to the right we had a very high relative
speed and 50 it was very shortly thereafter, I can't say vhat time it was.

Q. Could you see the carrier at that tim ?
A. At which time, sir?

Q. After you had steadied up and heard this message "you are on a collision course™?

A. I would like to say that after 1 steadied up I came left with five degrees rudder and then
1 heard the signal,

Q. 1f 1 understand your prior testimony, you came right and after steadying up discovered that
there had been a left bearing drift rather than a right bearing drift and that's the reason for the
five degrees left rudder?

A. VYes, sir. And then after the five degrees left rudder was applied then I heard the trans-
mission saying ''You are on a collision course." At this time as to your initlal question, I could
gee the carrier but 1 couldn’'t tell what aspect T was seeing because we were at darken ship and
there were no lights on the carrier at this time,.

Q. You saw no lights whateoever?
A. No, sir. ' " . -

Q. Following that did you hear any further transmissions over the primary tactical circuit?
A. Yes, sir, would you like the ones that we initlated or....

Q. 1 would like transmissions that you initiated as well as those you received from MELBOURNE.

A. I see sir. Immediately after seeing that the carrier had the left bearing drift we applied
the five degrees left rudder and then 1 heard the signal over the radio telephone saying ''You are
on a collisfon course."” I turned to Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Ramsey looked up and ordered right full rudder.
At this time I then turned around and looked at the carrier again and saw that she had her lights
on, on the flight deck and a lot of white lights.

Q. Can you identify the white lights on the flight deck? Do you know vhat type of lights
thev were?
A. No, sir, I don't know.

Q. Were they navigational lights?
A. No, sir, just white lights. The next transmission 1 heard was....

Q. Did you also see any running lights at the time?
A. No, sir, 1f 1 could have, I would have been able to tell the aspect of the carrier at that

Q. Did the white lights in any way confuse you?

A. Yes, sir, definitely. Let's see, back to your question of the transmissione. Ymmediately
after this there was come hesitation and the next tranamission over the radio telephone was the
MELBOURNE saying "Roger, my rudder is hard left."

Q. Could you estimate the distance between you and MELBOURNE at the time you received the
message "You are on a collision course”?

A. No, sir, I couldn't. The MELBOURNE at this time was a shadow, the moon was clsuded over
with a cloud covering and it was just a shadow. There was a moom that night and there were patches
of clouds and the clouds just happened to be in the position that the MELBOURNE was éust in a

shadow at that time.

Q. Could you describe the weather conditions in more detail irn addition to the moonlight?
A. It was a very calm sea, very calm....

Q. Any wind?
A. Very little wind.

Q. Visibilicy?
A. Visibility was very good in the moonlight.

Q. Following the transmission "My rudder is hard left"” from MELSOUBNE, did you hear smy other
transmissions Or transmit eny other messages on the primary tactical netvork? .
A. NWo sir.

Q. During this period from the time of "Formation ONE" until the collision, did you hear at
any time a transmission from MELMOURNE announcing its course?
A. No #ir.

Q. Can you give the bosrd an estimate of the range betwesn MELBOURNE and EVANS at the time ypu
received the message from MELBOURNE, "My rudder is hard lefe"?
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. A. No, sir, I couldn't, I couldn't tell the aspect of the carrier, and 8o 1 couldn't determine
the range. The firast time I could estimate the range was vhen we went to the port wing and we
tealized that we had a bow on aspect of the MELBOURNE. She was in very close proximity and colli-
sion was imminent.

Q. And what was your rudder at that time?
A. Our rudder was right full at that time.

Q. Was the ship already swinging righe?
) A. Yes, sir, as | atated before the MELBOURNE bad drifted across our bow and 1 was on the star-
paard wing when the evolution first started and then when we started to come left and Mr. Ramsey
ordered right full rudder, the ship started to swing very rapidly since we were at 22 knots. A ful]
rudder at that time would swing the ship quite rapidly and the carrier drifted left across our bow
we went to the port wing and that was the first time we realized what we saw, I

Q. After {nitially coming around to the right and steadying up you indicated you put on five
degrees left rudder. Do you recall what course the ship resached before Mr. Ramsey put on right
full rudder?

A. No, £ir, I don't. 1 don't remember what it was.

Q. 1s there a doctrine in EVANS as to who has the conn and the method of relieving the conn
between the Q00D and the JOOD?
A. Would you plcase repeat the question?

Q. Yes, sir. 1Is there a doctrine in EVANS as to who shall have the conn between the 00D and
the XOD and {5 there an established procedure for one or the other to relieve the other of the conn?
A. That's a two-fold question....
[ ]
Q. Ves, and I'll start all over, 1 apoligize. First of all you had the conn as I understand
it when the manucvers started. Ts that correct? ..
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What would have been the normal procedure if LTIG Ramsey desired to relieve vou of the conn?

A. I understand, The normal procedure for relieving the conn ia for the individual who was
going to take the conn to be informed of the course and the spead of the carrier which would he, base
course and base speed and then also the number of turne that we had to maintain station onthz s
formation center and at that time the conning officer would turn inte the pilot house and say this
is Mr. so-and-so, Mr. "X" has the conn and then Mr. "X" would say this is Mr. "X", I have the conn.
The helmsman would then report to the new conning officer his course and his speed, the steering
motor and cable and then the lee helmsman would report the status of the main engines. That was the
normal procedure.

Q. Ome time in your testimony you indicated that Mr. Ramsey gave an order “'right {ull rudder.”
Was that order issued to you or to the helmsman?
A. 1t was issued to the helmsman.

Q. What was the effect of that order on who had the conn?
A. The effect of Mr. Ramsey issuing the order of right full rudder was that he did assume the

contni,

G. You understood that from that momemt that he had the conn?
A. Yes, sir. 1 might add that just prior to the collision, I did {ssue an order for all back

full. This was when we were definitely in extremis.

Q. Did you receive any direction from LTJG Ramsey to issue that order?
A. No, sir, 1 didn't.

Q. That was on your own {nitiative?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Hopson, I hope you will forgive me if I repeat a couple of things, 1'm trying to make
sure_ 1 cover everything and my memory might not be completely accurate as to what you have already
answered., I apologize in advance. First of all you indicated that upon receipt of the order, you
ordered right ten degrees rudder, steady on 050,

A. Yes, air. That is correct.

Q. Did you ever steady on 050 to your knowledge?
A. Yes, sir. 1 believe we did to the best of my lmowledge.

Q. Did you receive a report from the helmsman to that effect?
A. Yee, sir, as I recall.

. And I anked you, I believe, when you came left, how far you cmme before you got the "right

full" order. Did I raceive an sanswver to that?
A, Yeos, sir, you di¢ and that was I didn't know, .

Q. You stated that one time LTJC Ramsey looked up and noting the situation, took some action,
Could you state what he looked up from snd what he was doing at that time that was taking his

attention?
A. He was looking at a message at the time as I recall. It was sithsr a message or the opera-

tion order. I can't recall which, but ha was reading eomething at the chart teble on the open
bridge.
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Q. Do you recall if the course change to 185, speed 16 knots, occurred during the time that
you had the conn?
A. No, sir, 1 can't recall.

Q. But it was in effect at the time the order to '"Form ONE" was received?
A. Yes, slr, that was the base course and speed.

Q. What was the first time that you recall seeing any lights on MELBOURNE?
A. It was immediately after 1 looked at Mr. Ramsey when he had ordered right full rudder. I
then looked back at the MELBOURNE and saw the white lights that she had.

Q. But no elde lights at that time?
A. No, sir. I couldn't see them.

Q. Did you at any time use binoculard?

A. 1 had them around my neck at the time as we slways did when we were on watch, but I was
looking through the bearing circle on the port pelorus, and I didn't have an opportunity to use
the binoculars.

Q. Was anyone assisting you from the radar repeater?

A. No, sir, not at the time 1 was on the starboard wing. 1 did check as I stated earlier
prior to making my tums, the bearing of MELBOURNE was 084 the range was three thousand eight
hundeed yards.

Q. After that initial range of, bearing 084, range 3,800 yards, do you recall any specific
bearings and ranges at any time thereafter?

A. Yes, sir, the one bearing on my visual check after we had made cur turm to the right was
070 and this at the point where I became confused because she was drifting left instead of right.

Q. At that time was she on your starboard or your port bow? ) .
A. She was definately to starboard of us, 070 and we were on 050,

Q. Did you receive any recommendations at any time from CIC as to action to take to execute
the Torm Oy} signal?
A. ko, sir, 1 did not.

Q. Was it normal practice for you to recelve such recommendations?
A. No, CIC did not give & recommendation at this time.

Q. Was it normal for CIC to do Bo in changing staticns?
A. Yes, sir. CIC generally did give courses, some times,

Q. Did anyone on the bridge work out a solution to the problem?
A. No sir,

Q. Wwhen the order was received where was the 00D?
A. Sir, I can't remember where I was, I can't....

Q. At the time you received the order "Form ONE" you were patroling station as I recald.
Patroling sector I should say.
A. Yes, sir. That's correct.

Q. Do you recall wvhat course you were on at the time you received the order?

A. We were at 22 knots and our course was, we were passing through 220 at the time, If I may
I would like to clarify this., What we did when we partolled our sector is we would maintain usually
between 3 and 5 degrees rudder at all times and swing the ship in the different directioms so that
we could properly patrol our eector. So, as I recall, we were passing through 220 coming right.

Q. You spoke of a normal procedure for decoding messages received over the primary tactical
circuit. Do you recall speciflcally what was the procedure at the time that the base course signal
of 185 was recelved?

A. I don't recall who receipted for the message, but I do recall that it was broken and checked.

The code was broken and checked. .

Q. And that's under the procedure you previously mentioned of one breaking and ome checking?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Hos did you arrive at a course of 050 as a course to steady on'?

A. 050 was wy initial choice. It was a very conservative choice, based on the course of 205
and speed of 16 knots that the MELBOURNE was on. On a maneuver like this what normally happens is
ve would make our initial move and make winor adjustments after we did come about, our initial move
would be a very conservative move. The 050 course, I have had an opportunity to check it, and the
closest point of approach would place us 2,700 yards away from the MELBOUBNE. 1 have a nlneuvering_
board solution for this with me. A diagram that shows the ssctor that we were in, unfortunately,
8o I can't show it at this time, It will be in closed sessiom.

Q. We will give you an opportunity to do that later. Since the bearing drifted left during
your turn te 05( can you explain your reasons for then coaing lefe?

A. I saw that she was drifting left and I parfectly expected her to be on a course of 205 and
I thought according to every indication I had, according to the bearing and the range that 1 had
checked prior to making my turn that I was 6ff her starboard bow, so coming left would be a logical

move in that particular instance.
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Q. Did you receive any suggestions as to course changes from LTJG Ramsey ?
A. At vhich point, sir?

Q, Prior to the time he issued the order right full rudder?
A. Not for a particular course change, no sir.

Q. Was there any status board on the bridge which gave such information as base COUTSE, base

speed, zig-zag plan in effect, ete.? L
A. Yes, sir. There was a Vvery good status board that we had on the port aide of the forward ¥
bulkhead of the pilot house. 1t was on the bridge iteelf. It had the base course, base speed,

the formation, the screen, what our position was 80 far as beating and range, SOPA, OTC, the status

of the engineering plant, and all equipment on the ship that had been down at any time or was dowm 5,
rather, and also its expected estimated time of repair.- e

Q. To your knowledge was 1t complete and up L0 date at the time of the incident?
. A. Yes, slr. That was my job,

Q. Where was the Captain dp#fig during this evolution?
A. The Captain was in his sea cabin which was adjoining the pilot house.

¢. Did you at any time during this maneuver notify the Captain?
A. No, sir. 1 did not.

Q. To your knowledge did anyone else notify the Captain?
A. Not to my knowledge, no sir.

@, Would you state the reason why you did not ?
A. Why I did not?

S. . -

J. Yes.
A. The Officer of the Deck was the normal contact with the Captain in any instance during the
watch,

Q. Did you make any recommendations to the Officer of the Deck with respect to notification?
4. No, sir, I did mot. I might add that 1 don't know for a fact vhether anybody did or not.
1 3idn'ct notice that he was notified.

Q. You have no recollectiom?
A, Yes, gir, I have no recollection,

. Your testimony j= that vou tock no action to notify the Captain?
4. That's true, yes.

Q. 1s it your understanding of the captain's orders that he should be notified urder circum-
scances such as the ones you found yourself in upon receipt of the signal "'Form ONF" or at aay Lime
thereafter?

i, 1It's my understanding that the Captain is to be notified when we have a major course change
or something of this nature or & change of our station, yes, sir.

7. and what is your understanding of who has the duty to make this notification?
a. 1t ls my understanding that the Officer of the Deck has the duty of notification.

7. At this time 1 will show you what has been admitted into evidence as exhibit 13 and purports

to be the Standing Night oOrders of FRANK E, EVANS which were in effect on the evening of 2 hne ard

the worning of 3 June 1969, and 1 would Iike you to look at them at this time. If the pen and ink

¢t anges on there confuse you, don't hesitate te say so, we've had a previous explanation of those.
A. Yes, sir, 1 understand.

G. 1 believe my question was do you recognize those as being the night orders ir effect on
the night of 2, 3 June.
A. Yes, sir, 1 recognize them.

5. You believe they are. 18 that correct?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. There are certain instances there in which the order 18 called for teo call to the Captain.
Do you see those?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was it practice {n EVANS that those should be the occasioms when the Captain shoulid be called?
A. Yes, sir, it was.

Q. Was it usual that he should be called on those occasions?
A. Yes, sir.

G. Have you ever personally called the Captain at night to notify him of anything or called

him for any.purpose?
A. Not while I was amior Officer of the Deck, no sir. Unless 1 was directed to by the 0fficer

of the Deck.

Q. You stated that at one time you saw & sidelight of the carrier, is that corvect ?
A. The only time I knew vhat aspect 1 vas looking at was when it was bow on and that was vhen

you were in very close proximity.
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Was she starboard or port of EVANS?
She was on our port side.

>0

Q. WYas that when you had right rudder on? 1s that correct?
A {t was when we had right rudder.

. Right full?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Coing back to the receipt, the time of the receipt of the message, 'Farm ONE", as 1 under-
stand it, that was given in a two step process, a preparatory signal and then lv'execute. 1s that
correct ?

A. As far as I recall the issuance of the “rorm ONE'' message was an execute to follow message
and then at a later time it was executed.

Q. And you indicated that you were passing through 220 coming right. Was that at the prepars-
tory signal or at the execute signal?

A. This was when I initially checked the radar repeater checked the course of the MELBOURNE and
notified Mr. Ramsey of my intentions and went to the starboard wing and came around to the right.
1 was passing....

Q. You already had a slow swing to the tight as a result of the 3to 5 deg.rees rudder'?
A. Yes, sir. It was very slow becanse we were pa?olling station and swinging back and forth
in our sector. Lg

Q. As I understand it, then, you were passing 220 at the time you had completed all your pre-
parations after receipt of the execute?

A. Let's see. I'm trying to recall vhen 1 did look at the, there is a gyro repeater just above
the chart table in the open bridge and this is where I looked at the course vhen 1 wae checking the
radar repeater and the course of the MELBOURNE. I don't recall vhen I did it, but it was in this
chain of events just prior to my turn.

Counsel for the board: Counsel have no further questioms in open sesaiom, sir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senlor member :

Q. r. Hopsen, did you hear any sound signals, during the period immediately prior to the colli-
sion?
A. TImmediately prior to the collision I did hear a collision alarm, yes sir.

Q. From where did that originate?
A. 1 couldn't tell, It was just BO short a time prior to the time that T was under water that
1 couldn't tell.

Q. You're not certain whether it came from MELBOURNE or not?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear any whistle signals or siren signals?
A. No, sir, just a collision alarm is all.

Q. What kind of a sound is this collision alarm which you heard?
A. 1It's a high pitch tome of a varying intensity.

§. 1s it common to United States destroyers of the class of FRANK E. EVANS?
A. Yes, sir, it sounded 1ike ocurs.

Q. Did you acruate a collision alarm?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you order one?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you sound any other danger signal, either internally or externally?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall, Mr. Hopson, any occasioms, when under the standing night orders, which you
have examined, where the Captain was to be notified, when he was not 8o notified?
A. 1 don't recall any specific instance, mo sir.

Q. Either on this watch or on amy prior watch? .
A. It may have happened, but I don't recall sny specific time that it did happen. I don't

recall vhether it did happen or not. -

Q. On any watch which you have stood on the bridge have you ever besn present when the Captain
was called to the bridge by the officer of the Deck?
A. Not that 1 racall, no sir.

Q. What is the prescribed procadurs for calling the Captain to the bridge?

A. Any means possible {f it's an emargency Or &, = the way that wve had it set up is that there
was & buzzer on the open bridge just oa the forward bulkhead of the open bridge, and this buzzer
could be pushed and the phone {n the Captsin's sea cabin could be picked up.
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Q. What message would you give him on the telephone?
A. Well, I normally didn't call him, sir.

Q. What was the prescribed procedure for calling him?
LE 5o, hat e 0 ng him? Was there any prescribed procedure, &nd,
g A. A: I understand it, sir, what I have heard is the Officer of the Deck would call the Captain
and say, "Captain, this is the Officer of the Deck", and then relate to him what the situation was
that he wanted to get clarified. Is that your question sir?

Q. My question is, what is the prescribed procedure for calling the Captain to the bridge?
A. Oh! To the bridge, the procedure is to contact the Captain in any way possible. 1f over
the 1MC, it would be, "Captain to the bridge, Captain to the bridge, Captain to the bridge,"

Q. Well, let us suppose the Captain was in the sea cabin? What would be the procedure, pre-
seribed procedure?

A. Well, it would be either calling him on the phone 1f the situation was such that you could
do that or have the boatswain's mate of the watch or the watch go in and awake the Captain, ask
him to come to the bridge.

Q. Have you ever been present on the bridge when tbis occcurred?
A. I have never been on a watch where this did take place,

Q. Have you ever been on a ship when you heard this message passed over the 1MC, "Captain to
the bridge"?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In FRANK E, EVANS?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Mr Hopson, you stated that it was among the duties of the Junior OfFicer of th; Deck to
maintain the status board that was on the port side of the open bridge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you make any alterations to the status board during your watch on the third of June?
A. Yes, sir, 1 did.

Q. Do you recall any of these?
A. 1 made the course and apeed changes that were necessary, but I can't recall the apecific

courses and speeds changes that I did make.

Q. When you were patro'ing station, what courses were commonly recorded on the astatus board?

A, The base course and the base speed and also the zig-zag course at the time, No, correction,
the base course and the base speed, the zig-zag course was taken from the operation order that was
on the chart table and maintained there by tick marks by myself as Junior Officer of the Deck.

Q. So that the zig-zag course was not recorded on the status board?
A. No, sir.

Q. Mr, Hopsom, you stated that the base speed in the moments immediately pricr to the collision
was, as you understand it, 16 knots?
A. Yes sir.

Q. And would that have then been the speed at which HMAS MELBOURNE was proceeding when she was

the guide?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You stated that EVANS was deing 22 knots?
A. VYes, sBir.

Q. So that there was a six knot differential between MELBOURNE and EVANS?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Is that thenarmal differential you would use when ps’?:11ng station with 3 to 5 degrees of

constant rudder?
A. Well, sir, it all depended on the degree of swing that we would allow whilc we were patrul-

Ing the sector, In this particulsr instance, as 1 recall, 1 was trying to get to the upper right
hand corner of our patrcl sector and that's why it was such a differential, just a randon patrol,

to get up there and then start back again.

Senior Member: The board will have further questions for this witness in open session and then
it will be necessary to hear the testimony of Mr, Hopson in closed session. We will do this to-
morrow. The board will now adjourn for the day, until 1330 tomorrow, Sunday.

Counsel for the board: Bafore doing 80, however, Mr Hopson, you are instructed not to discuss -
the testimony you have given with any person other than your counsel, counse] for the board and

members of the board, 1f anyone other than these persons attempts to discuss your testimony with .
you, you are directed to get in touch with comsel. Do you understand that?

witness: Yes, sir.

The board adjourned at 1735 hours, 14 June 1969. .
126 {@‘ _a\fgggis
W




' SIXTH DAY

The board reconvened in executive session at 1330 hours, 15 June 1969.
The board receased at 1355 hours, 15 June 1969,

During the above session the bosrd reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and planned
future proceedings of the board.

The board reconvensed in open session at 1400 hours, 13 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were again present.

Senior Member: The hearing is now open.

Counsel for the board: Let the record raflect that this is an open hsaring. Anyone who may
be a witness in this hesring, or axpects that he might be, is asked to leave the room at this
time. Counsel for the board calls Lteutenant Bopson. '

Lieutenant (junior grade) James A, Hopson, U.S. Navy, accompanied by his counsel, LCDR Herbert
0. Brickson, JAGC, USN, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board, reminded that he was
still under oath and examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. At the close of yesterday's session, the board indicated it and counsel would have further
questions in open session today and you are reminded that this is an open sesilon and you are not
permitted to answer any questions that call for a classified answer. Do you understand this?

A. Yes, sir, I understand.

Q. Ve asked you yesterday ss to your background in the Navy. In addition to what you related
yesterday, have you completed any courses of instruction of any sort in connection with standing
watches on the bridge or {n CIC?

A. Officer Candidate School had some phases of this, quite a bit as a matter of fact, sir.

Q. What type of instruction in your duties did you receive on board USS FRANK E. EVANS?

A. The type of instruction was more or less worked around the operetional comnitments of the
ship. We had formsl lectures when posaible. These were conducted by the CIC Officer, or the
Senior Watch Officer, or variousofficers on the ship in connection with the CIC and standing of the
bridge watches.

Q. You indicated that on the worning of 3 June you were on watch with Lieutepant Rameey?
A. Yes, sir, that 1is correct.

Q. Had you stood Officer of the Deck watches with him previously?
A. 1 had stocd Junior Officer of the Deck watches with him, yes, sir.

Q. You were the Junior Officer of the Deck when he was the Officer of the Deck, is that correct?
A. Yes, sir. This was....As I recall, it was just since the start of the Sea Spirit Exercise,
after leaving Manila, that I was assigned as his JOOD,

Q. Did you find that he corrected your errors as he detected such errors?
A. Yes, sir, he would correct them. I don't know what you are referring to right now.

Q. 1 was trying to find out {f he demanded that you performyour duties in a correct manner as
Junior Officer of the Deck?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Had you stood watches as Junior Officer of the Deck with other Officers of the Deck of
the ship? .
A, Yes, sir, I had.

Q. Did you find that r.i:e standards of performance were high smong Officers of the Deck of
FRANK E. EVANS?
A. 1 have nothing to compare them with.

Q. Did you find that they demanded that you perform your duties in a correct and satisfactory
mannet?
A, Yea, air.

Q. Prior to Exerciss Sea Spirit, you indicated that you had bacome, thst you had seen at :
least, the operation order in effact for that operstion. .
A, Vould you repest that? : o

Q. I'm sorry. You indicated that there was an opsration order in effact for this particular
operation in that you stated that ths xigrag plsn was taken from it. Is that corvect? '
A. Yan, sir.

Prior to the commsucement of th transit pHiffese of Bea Spirit, bad you bad the opportunity to
study the cperation order? . .
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A. Not to atudy it in detall, no, sir.

Q. Had you at any time prior to the night of the 3rd of June had th
familiar with this? & " Fie opportunity to becone

A. Yes, sir. I did look at the OpOrder several times prior to this particular watch,

Q. Were you aware of sny other publications that may have been in effect for this particular
operation that were Lssued just prior to the exercise?

A. There was what we called the "Mar{itime Operation Procedure," it was connected with this.

Q. Had you had the opportunity to atudy that document?
A. I had looked at {t, yes, sir,

Q. Had there been a requirement placed on ths officers standing watch that they be familiar
with chat prior to the exerciae, to your knowledge?

A. The Senior Watch Officer cn the ship did give ua instructions to fmmiliarize ourselves
with these various publications which were in effect, that would be in effect during the period.

Q. Were any formal instruction periods hald for the watch standing officers? I should smend
that to read conferences also. i

A. There were meetings in the Wardroom on this and it was discussed at the time.

Q. Do you recall seeing a document entitled "RMAS MELBOURNE Eecort Handout" prior to this time.
1 show it to you now (handing the document, Pxhibit 17, to the witneas).

A. (Witness examined the document briefly) I don't recall specifically seeing this particular
document., There were quite a few pieces of paper concerning this exercise and I may have. I don't
recall at this particular moment.

Q. You testified that there was a sound-powered telephone communications circuit connecting
you with the lookouts and with CIC? - . . -
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any other means of communications with CIC, and were they utilizied {mmediately
prior to the collision?

A. The other forms of communications with CIC were the 29MC which is a box with loudspeaker
on it, a two-way box. ’

Q. Is that commonly referred to as & "Squawk box?"

A. Yes, sir. I don't recall the 29MC being used for communication. I do remember, just
immediately prior to the collision, I heard over the 29MC what sounded like Ensign Armatrong's
volce. 1 really couldn't tell for sure, but sll I heard was, "hey."

Q. All you heard was what?

A. l'ky."

Q! “}hy?“

A, Yes, sir, and then the collision occurred.

Q. During the period between the execute of the "Porm One" signal and the collision, did
you receive any reports from any lookouts, that you recall?
: A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you receive any reports from CIC during that same period?
A. Immediately prior to the collision, I don't recall any report from CIC, no, sir.

Q. I would sppreciate 1if you would amplify your answer to i{nclude the period between the
execute "Form One' signal and the collision. Did you receive any communicstions from CIC during
that period?

A. No, sir, not that I recsll.

Q. I am afraid that our record is not clear on what you saw in the way of navigational lighta
on board HMAS MELBOURNE during the period that you were executing the aignal "Form One". Could
you state again for us what it wea that you saw and when if you can posaibly do that? '

A. Yes, sir. I1'll start from the time that we received "Formation One", is thet the moment?

Q. That's correct.
A. T checked the radar repeater on the bridge to determine the bearing and the range to the

HMAS MELEOURNE.

0. May I interrupt at that point? Waa there any difference in the bearing that you received
by viewing the...,.any difference in the bearing by ra_dnr than by visual sighting through the

pelorus to your knowledge?
A. 1 checked the radar repester at that time only., I didan't take a visual besring at thet time.

Q. Did you at suy time compere the two?
A, Prior to the turn?

Q. Either prior to or after?

A.” Bo, sir. 1 took the hearing and rangs from the radar repeater and checked the sigzag
plan and the time and the courss the MELBOURNE would he on. 1 told Mr. Ramsey of wy intentions
to come around to the right and go down the starbosrd side of the MELBOURME snd fall in astern of
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her. He sald that that would ba f{ne and then 1 want to the starboard wing. Ordered right 10
degrees rudder, I then ordered the helmsman to steady up on course 050. T took my first visual
bearing from the atarboard wing and found that the MELBOURNE was on a bearing of 070, I realized
that she had drifted left and I couldn't understand this so I applied 5 degrees left rudder to
halt the left bearing drift, I then heard over the radio telephone the signal come in that ssid
we were on a collision course. I turned to look at Mr. Remsey, Mr. Ramsey looked up amd order
right full rudder.

Q. May I interrupt at that point? At thet point the rudder was still & degrees left, {»
that right?

A. Yea, sir. Mr. Ramsey then picked up ths radioc telephone and sent the mossage to the
MELBOURKE saying, "Roger, my rudder is right full", and I turned back, looked at the MELBOURNE
and saw vwhite lights and this is all I sav at this time.

Q. Was that the first time that you had seen lizhts omn the MELBOURNE?

A. Yes, sir. At that tima we had started to swing to the right quite rapidly with full
rudder and we then heard over the radio telephons, from the MELBOURNE, that she had her rudder
hard left. I believe that that anawers your question,

Q. Yes. Did you ever eee any lights of a color other than white?
A. No, sir. The brilliance of the lights I saw were quite confusing to me. 1 eouldn't
tell the aspect of the ahip.

Q. Do you happen to know the placement of the navigational lights on board the MELBOURNE?

A. She has a masthead and range 1light.

Q. Where are they placed, do you know!?

A. Her wmasthead and range light are on the island.

Q. Do you know where the side lights are placed, her red,and green side tighta?-

A. Yes, sir. There, as I recall.,.,

Q. Mr. Hopson, the board would not ask you to guess if you do not kmow.

A. I can't remember the exact placement of them, sir, but I know that they are forward though.

Q. Do you know at approximately what level, main deck level, or what level on the ship?
A, No, sir, I don't

Q. Am I to understand your answer to mean that they are not on the island?

4. I don't know is wy answer, sir.

Q. Do you have any idea of how many white lights you saw?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did they light up the entire flight deck?

A. As far as I now, yes, sir.

Q. Could you tell the board the name of the helmaman who was at the helm at the time of this
diaster?
A. I don't recall his name,

Q. Do you recall the placement of the other people on the bridge during these events of the

last few minutes prior to collision?
A. The enlisted watch was in the pilot house and I couldn't tell you exactly vhere they

were at the time, no, sir. 1 wasn't particularly looking in that direction.

Q. As far as you know, you and Mr. Ramsey were the only ones on the open bridge?
A. Well, we did have the JL talker, who was on the open bridge.

Q. Going back again to the question on lighta. 1Is it true that you saw white lights other

than the two standard white range lights?
A. Yes, sir, I saw other vhite lights. 1 could aee the masthead and range lights above the

bright wvhite lights on the carrier.

Q. And from the masthead and range lights could you tell the aspect of the carrier?
A. FNot from the masthesd and range, no, sir.

Q. As I understand it then, you were close enough to see without the lights, ia that correct?

Ignore that if I misquoted you, I'm sorry. ¢
A. 1 don't understsnd, air. Would you repeat it please, sir?

Q. 1t was my understanding from your previous questioning, that you saw the lights at about
the time thet you were able to determine the aspact without lighte, s that correct or 1.5 that erronous?t -

A. That isn't correct, sir. -

Q. Would you state the correct fects, sir?

A. From tha time thet I initislly sav the lights of the carrier, to the time that I
determined har sspect, was after she hed drifted scross our bow with our rudder right full. We
then want to the port wing and that was tha first time that I could tell what the aspect of the

carrier was, :

Q. What was the sspect at the time?
A. We could ses her bow. She vas bow on.
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Q. Bow on?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Understood. Could you give the board your exact recollection, so far as you are able to
do so at this time, of the exact radio mesgages exchanged between you and the MELBOURNE between
the time of the execute and the collision?

A. The three messages concerned after the time of the execution of the "Form One”. The
first one 1 am not too sure about, but as I recall it was, the fnit{al call-up and she gave her
coded signal.

Q. By signal you mean coded call sign?

A. Yes, sir. 1'm sorry, coded call sign. And then she said, "You are on 2 collision course."
The next tranamission was originated from us, by Mr. Ramsey, after the initial call signa. He said,
"Roger.... I ean't be too sure about the call signs. I don't know whether he used the call signs
in this particular situstion, but his statement was, "Hoger, my rudder is right full."” The next
one - I atm not sure if call aigns were used then or not either - was originated from the MELBOURNE
saying, "My rudder ia hard left."” I don't remember whether the MELBOURNE used "Roger", or not,
but that was essestially the tranamiseion. ’

Q- Do you recall the interval of time between the taasage "You are on a collision course"
and "Roger, my rudder {s right full"? ’

A, It vas a very short period of time. I couldn't Kuess at the time {witness conferring with
his counsel). As just an estimate of the time, it was just a matter of seconds, a very short time,

Q. Do you recall the fnterval between that message, "Roger, my rudder is right full", and the
next message received from MELBOURNE which was, "My rudder is hard left?"

A. As I recall at the time, there was some hesitation there because we were very anxious to
hear. But there again, I suppose it was another matter of seconds.

Q. Did it seem to be a longer period than the interval between the other two messages?
A. I think so, yes, sir. '

Q. You {ndicated that immediately after receiving the execute signal, execute of the "Form
One' signal, you checked radar bearing and range and then took action. Did you at any time after
that point use radar bearing and range information?

A. Ro, eir, I did not. I was on the starboard wing..

Q. Do you know if anybody on the bridge did?
A. No, sir, I don't. I don't know.

Q. Do you have an estimate, or can you give us your best estimate, as to the range to
MELBOURNE when you put your rudder 5 degrees left?

A. T couldn’t tell, no, sir, because there were no lights on the MELBOPRNE at this time
and she was in 2 shadowed condition, meaning that she was in shadow and that is all T could see.
I couldn't tell her aspect. I expected the range to be approximately 3,000 yards at the time.

Q. What is that expectation based on?
A. Just from the original range when I first made my move and the time that I had come around,

Q. Do you recall the relative bearing of the MELBOURNE when you received the aignal, "You
are on a collision course'? e - o T

A. As I recall, when we did receive that transmiesion, "You are on a collision course",
I did turn and look at Mr. Ramsey and then vhen I 1ooked back, her relative bearing was approximately
between 020, 040 something like this. Thia ia Just a very rough guess. This i{s as much &8s I can
remember. '

Q. Can you recall the relative bearing at the time the order, “Right full rudder,* waa given?
A. It would have been approximately the mame because the time was very shortly thereafter,

Q. You indicated that the original order, "Form One," was given in a two-step procedure,
execute to follow and the execute. Did you take any preparatory action during that period?

A. I don't remember whether it was an execute to follow or an immediate execute signal....
I might say that what I normally did in & situation like this would be to look up the signal in
ATP 1(A), Volume II, to check this. WNow I am not that familiar with the signals and I always
checked then, '

Q. Did anyone else normally check your translationa of the signals? I am asking as to the

practice on board the EVARS.
A. Sometimea the Officer of the Deck would check them and sometimes he wouldn't. I don't

know w it criteria he used on this thing.

Q. Mr. Ropson, do you recall a series of questions yesterday dealing with when and under what
circumstancea the Captain would be called to the bridge?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. I would like tc read to you a aection of yesterday's transcript and then I will ask
you a couple of questiona on it. You were asked first as to s call to a Captain 1if he was not
in his Sea Cabin and he was nesded lmmedistely and you stated that there would be an announcement
over the IMC, "Captain to the bridge, Captain to the bridge", Captain to the bridge.” Then the
question was, let us suppose the Captain was in ths Ses Cabin, vhat would be the procedurs,
prascribed procedura. Answer, "Well, it would be sither celling him on the phone 1f tha situation
vas such thit you could do that or have tha Bostswain's Mete of the Watch or tha Messengsr of the
Watch go in and swaken the Captain and ask him to come to the bridge,” Question, "Have you ever
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:::nnzr'es;nt o': t;u bridge when this occurred”, Answer, "I have never been on a watch where this
e place. 8 the board to underatsnd from that that ou do not recall the
called to the bridge while you were on watch at all? Y captain being

A. 1 have been on the bridge vhen the Captain was called over the "E" call system.

Q. Over the what kind of syatem?
A. The intercommmications telephone system on bosrd the
ship. As an informstion call, but
1 have never been on the bridge when the Captain was called in an {mmediate nature to the b;idge.

Q. Do you recall anv sccasions on which the Captain was ad
vised that pendi
that thers were pending maneuvars.at night? ’ o PenTIng mansuvers.
A. This fs isolated from the night of June the 3rd or just on & broad....

Q. On a broad,' I mm trying to establisi a practice.

A. Yes, oir. I can recall several times when
that were sntictpatad calls were made to the Captain on II-IMI.IVG!I

2. gld :: cu; cuneht!o the bridge in responsas to those notifications?
' ometimes he would, and other times I suppose what hs would do would be to give instructions
over the phone to the Offfcer of the Deck. As I said yesterday, Lt was generally the Officer of
the Deck who did call the Captain during the night-time houyrs. Well, during the daylight hours also.

Q. But there were occasions when the Captain did come to the bridge in response to such a call?
A. Yes, sir, ss I recall, he did,

Q. Do you recall the lighting on the bridge of FRANK E. EVANS on the morning of 3 June,
in the way of reading lights and other tllumination?
A. There was a lamp over the chart table which had red cellophane over it to reduce the

glare of the 1ight, Some Iight vas admitted from the radar trepeater.

Q. What 1light did you use when you were using the signal book or other publicatfon you
peeded to refer to 1it?
A. The light there at the chart table.

Q. Did this provide sufficient illumination sc thet you could read the publicationa?
A. Yes, sir.

+ You indicated st the time that Lieutenant Ramsgy looked up, he was reading something I
believe, a message or something of thst nature?
A. Yes, air,

Q. Was he also atanding at the chart table at thet time?
A. Yes, alr. He wes forward on the bridge there.

Q. 1s that the starboard side of the bridge?
A. Yes, he wvas slightly to the starboard efde. He was standing right beside the Captain's
chair. Right {n front of him was the phone that he picked up.

) Q. Can you describe to the board the sctions taken by Mr, Ramsey betwsen the time the execute
of the "Form Cne" signal was received until he ordered "right full rudder"?
A. Not completely. I naturally wasn't watching all this time.... I really don't know, air.

Q. Going back again to the question of notification of the Captein. Was it the Captain's practice
to keep the Officer of the Deck or the JOOD informed of his whereabouts on the ship?

A. Generally the "practice" is a hard question to answer, sir. But the Captain, when he
would be on the bridge, and he would leave the bridge, he would tell the Officer of the Deck
vwhere he was going. If that is what you meant by your question.

Q. Did you have any experience {n trying to resch him on such occasions and finding him where

he had stated he was going?
A. Did he go where ha said he was going, is that the....

Q. T was asking you if you had sny experience in trying to reach him on those occasions
and what the result of that was. Did you find him where you expected to find him, based on his
report to you? If you have no experience you may say so.

A. T have never called the Captain in this situation.

Q. ‘Was there a practice on the FRARK E, EVANS of requiring junior officers to complete a
certain prescribed training syllabus after their arrival on board?
A. It was called the JO Journal.

Q. What did it include in genarsl terms? .
A. There were aeveral lessons. The lessons in the course were concernsd with the gemaral . -
knowledge of the ship’s nomencIsture, dsmage control, the engineering plant, mavigation, rules
of the road. Those are about all I can recall at this time.

Q. Did you complete such a courss?
A, ' I complated the nine lasson course, yes, sir. Thet was the last cruise.

Counsel for the board: That is all the questions counsel has in open session, sir.
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Senior member: The board has no further quasticns. We will have a recass of a few minutas snd
then resume in closed session for classified matarial,

Counsel for the board: Let the hesring be recessed then,

The board racessed at 1450 hours, 15 June 1969,
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The hearing reconvened at 1510 hours,15 June 196%?

oy R ey

i

All persons connected with the board whoe were present vhan the board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board: The hearing is reconvened in closed session,. ITJG Hopson you are reminded
of the oath that you previously took.

LTXG Hopsom: Yes, sir,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Mr Hopson, prior to the close -of the opem session, I should have given you the opportunity
to make any statement you desired bringing out matters which were not fully covered by the questions
and answere which you gave. Were tharas any matters you would like to have given in such statement.
If so, you will be given an opportunity at a later tima, in open sdssion. In sddition you will be
given the sgme right at the comclusion of the closed session so that you may bring out any matters
that were not brought out by the questions. DMd you wish to make such a statement in open session?

LCDR Brickson: In order to intelligently decide, I would like the opportunity to review what
has taken place yesterday and today,

Counsel for the board: Would you like then at the conclusion of all of Mr. Hopson's statements
the opportunity to consider at that tims whether you want to make a statement?

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: All right. You will be giv;h that’ opportunity. If parts of it need to
be futed in closed session that way be done and then at tha eonclusion of the open sassion.

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir. I will salso inform you,

Q. Mr. Hopson, in the open sassion you were asked a questicn as to the screening eituation at
the time you were on watch, on the 00-04 watch, on 3 June, and you snswered in general terma using
the term "bent line screen." At other timas the acreen was descrihed as a "sector screem." 1Is
there & difference between the two, or in your mind are the two the same?

A. Yes, sir, there {¢ 2 difference between the two.

Q. And which type of screen vas the FRANK E. EVARS on the mid~watch?
A. I do have a diagram of this, May I show it at this time?

Q. Would you produca that diagram and we can put it up on this bosrd?
The vitness placed the disagrsm on the sasel.

Q. Prior to your use of that diagram, we vill mark it as Exhibit 28 for identifisation purposas.
Could we have a classification on that? Is that Confidantial?
A, Yes, sir. This drawing vhich I have prapared depicts the acreen situation that was in exis-
tence to the hest of my knowledge during the entira watch on the mid-watch on the Ird of June. A2
I have pointed out hera, the boundary limits of our patrol sector weare 240 amd 280 from the guide
or vhen we ware on station the guide would bear between 060 and 100. The range limits wera circle
3, 3000 yards, end circle 5, 5000 yards. Us in this position, ths BLACKPOOL, the CLEOPATRA in the
inner screen formation, All of these bearing differantials are 40 degress. We had addad limitatioms
vhich were placed upon our screen sector of 500 vards within the bearing boundaries. I mentioned
this in my testimony yesterday. This would be wvithin ocur sector on either bearing boundary. The
KYES and the LARSON were in front of the inner screan. As I recall it was between circle 7 and
circle 10, which would be betwsen 7000 and 10,000 yards, and I can't racall wvhat their bearing
limitations were.

Q. May I ask a question, sir? Did T understand that thoss sectors are laid out buo:i on an
axis of true north? Is that correct?
A. Yes, sir. True north,

Q. Now,....
A. This {s the cuter perimeter of a maneuvering board.

Q. I see., Perhaps this is an assumption on my part, but the scresn {s oriented toward a for-
mation course in a particular direction, Do you kmow what tha orientation of this particular scraem

i?
A. Ro, sir. There again this was the original course and apsed when I relieved the watch which
1s somathing that I can't recall at this time. But this {s to the bast of my kmowledge the was the

screen was set up.

Q. Ars those sectora given any particular designation by letters or otherwise?
A. Oh, yes, sir. Thers ~ let's see, this would be one, thres, and two,

Q. .I'- sorry, sir. When that particular screen 1s signalad, how is the signal received fudi-

cating vhat the bearing and range limits of your sector are? .
A. Thers would be 20 degree sectors set up around thé msmuevering board. Thesa would be labelad

ALPAN, BRAVO, CHARKLIE, etc., with the axception of.... _
ALTA CONMDEBNTAL
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Senfor Member: Excuse me & moment. I would like to confer off tha record with counsel.
Counsel and senior member had a discussion out of the hearing of the reporter.

Q. Were these sectors described in the MOP that you have previcusly refarred to? Maritime
Operating Proceduresa?
A. These particular ssctors?

Q. No, sir, the designation that you talked about, ALPHA, BRAVO, end so forth.
A. I don't tscall,

Q. Do you recall where you did get these disignations, ALPHA, BRAVO, and so forth?
A. No, sir, I cen't recall.

Q. Proceed. I'm s0rry to have interrupted your train of thought.

A. As 1 recall I was explaining that 20 degres ssctors wers designated completely around the
mansuvering board and the sectors would be ordersd. FPirst the inner circle, with the two letters
that would be involved in the bearings here, and then the outer circle, the number of the outer
circle, which would be 3, ALMA, BRAVO, SEVEN, or somsthing of this nature. Then there was an
XRAY, YANKEE, WHISKEY, which would be placed in there to dasignate differemt increments within the
lettered circles, or lettered sectors.

Q. The board has slready received into evidence documents satting forth the mechanics of laying
out this screen and is satisfied that you have a kmowledge that thers are ways of prescribing it -
prescribing the cnes laid down for this particular pertéd, so I think you cam proceed directly to
your actions with respect to your station.

A. Yes, sir. This is - 1 have no further use of this particular diagram now.

Q. The board may have some questions om it,

The ssmhior member nodded in the negative.

Counsel for the board: Bsfore you take it down, we would like this to be entered into avidence
as Exhibit 28,

Senfor member: Yes, it will be entered.
Counsel for the board: And substitute photographs upon completion of the hearing.
The senior member nodded in the affirmative.

Coumsel for the board: The witness has placed smother chart which we will mark as Exaibit 29
for purposes of idemtification.

Q. Proceed.
A. This particular drawing here designated our sactor as on the original drawing that I had up
here previcusly. The circle in our sector represents the EVANS, the bearing, rangs - vherse we wers,

1''m sorry, where we were in our sector when I checked the radar repeater. The MELDOURNE’s bearing

was 084, the range was 3,800 yards, This was the position of the EVANS at approximately 0310, this
vas prior to the tims that I locked at the eig-zag plan and I couldn't remenber the exact time.

So that's why the 0310 is an approximation on this particular drawing. This is the position where
wve wvere immediately prior to commencidg the turm to starboard. The course at this time wes the
MELBOURNE on 205. The base course was 185 and the base speed was 16 kmots. Are there any questions?

Q. Are there any questions on this particular chart?

The sanior member nodded in the nagative.

Counsel for the board: You are going to put on another?

LTJG Hopson: Yas, sir.

Q. At this time as I underatand it, you had on about 3 or 5 dagrees right rudder and were swing-
ing through course 220, Is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. that I was - it was wy intention to come up in this arsa hare and patrol this
position of the sactor.

Q. Llet the record indicate that LTJG Hopson has pointed tc the northwest corner and outer

limits of the sector.
A. Well, within the 500 yard boundary.

Q. Within the 500 yard bowmndary.
Counsel for the board: May we ask that this exhibit be adoitted as Exhibit 297
Senior Hember: 6o be it.

Counsel for the board: LTJG Hopson would you mark the chart yes have just placed on the board
Exhibit 30 for idemtiffcation?
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Q. Proceed.

A. This drawing deptcts a maneuvering board solutiom of my choice of 050. As T statad in
previous testimony, 1t was a very conservative course. The closest distance would be 2700 yards,
and I alsoc stated that I did not at the time do a maneuvering board solution prior to my turn.
This 1¢ from the original point when the MELBOURNE's bearing was 084 and the range was 3800 yards.

And the time again is approximately 0310, as previously explained
aim the Opsvariain o T ’ pr ¥y exp ed, was prior to the time that I

185 Q. 2:)&5'. Hopson, dées that mansuvering board solution use as an input & MELBOURNE courase of
or .

A. No, sir., The MELBOURNE course is 205, her spead 1s 16 knots, and my spaed at 22 kmots on
course of 050 are in direction of relative motion along this line which is parallel to this lins.

Q. Lat the record indicate that the two relative motion lines are lines tending in a north-
easterly direction st the outermost edges of the diagram. Would the board like to leave that up
for further questions? 1If not, can we ask that it be admitted ae Exhibit 30?

Senicr Member: It may ba sc admitted.

Q. Mr. Hopson, you indicated that you understood the base course to be 185 degrees true?
A. Yes, sir, that's correct,

Q. All of your actions were taken on the basis that that was the base course?
A. Yes, #ir.

205 ?Q. You also indicated that at the time of the "exscute”, you understood the carrier to be on
A, Yes, oir.

" Q. And that would be based on a zig-zag plan in which t-he carrier m on a lag 20 degrees to

o Yens atpe

Q. Can you indicate the basis - let me rephrase that, Can you indicate how the formetion got
on to base course 1857
A. There was a signal requiring us to turn to a course of 185,

Q. At the time, had the formstiom been zig-ragging?
A. Yes, sir, as I recall it was.

Q. Do you recall vhether at that time the - do you recall the base course at that time?
A. No, sir, I den't.

Q. Do you recall whether 185 wae the leg of the zig-zag plan that you ware on at that time?
A. NWo, sir, I don't recall that.

Q. Do you recall vhether upon resuming zig-ragging, a new course of 185 - I'm sorry. That
the base course 185 was prescribed by the signal itself or by tactical doctrine?

Captain Shands;: Could that question be rephrased, sfr?

Counsel for the board: 1Is the question confusing you?
: 1

LTJXG Hopson: Yes, sir, slightly,

Counsel for the board: Let me rephrase it then. You indicated that at some time during the
watch, the formetion was rig-zagging on & base course which you do not remembar? That's prior to

the svent we are talking about?
A. Prior to the ti{me that we ware on 185 as base bourse?

Q. Yas, right.
A. Yeas, sir,

Q. And at some time the formation turned to 185 and ceased sig-zagging., TIs that correct?
A. Thers was a time during the watch when the zig-zagging was halted and then re-resumed.
What the course was though, I really don't know.

Q. When the force rasumed zig-zagging, can you recall the exact signal sent or any details

of 1it?
A. Tha aignal that was sent?

ICDR Brickson: Captain, I think questions in this srea would help to refresh Mr. Hopson'a
memory if he had an access to ATP-1(A).

LT)X: Hopson: 1(A), Volums II.

Counsel for the board: While wa are waiting for the publication to be brought in, may I go on
to another quastion? Do you recall the mmber of the sig-sag plan that you wers on?
A. Yeas, sir, It was 13 SIERRA. :

Q. I see. And you indicated that that came from the OPORDER?
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Q. 1'll give you the OPORDER now, and ask you to rafer to plan 13 SIFRRA in the OPORDER and
Mic.c.lt:dch. board if you recall whers you wers inthat zig-zag plan at the tima the sxacution
was recaived.

A. The hour and winute is the one hour and thirteen minuyts sectiom here. Which is angle off
the base course is 20 degress to atarboard.

Q. S0 according to your recollection the axecute signal was received after 03137
A, VWo, sir, As 1 recall it was received right about 0313, What do you mean, after 03137

Q. Well, all your documents that you displayed to the board indi{cated that you took your
actions on the basis that the carrier was 20 degrees right of base coures.
A, Yes, six.

Q. This gig-sag plan showa that prior to 0313 the carrier, or the force would have baen at some
different course. Could you explain that?

A. Yss, sir., At the time whan I checked the clock - I always carry a flashlight with a red
lens - the clock on the bridgse, it was on the after bulkheed of the pilot houss, and it did have a
small red 1light that 4did shine om it, but I always carried a flashlight with a red lens and I alweys
shined the flashlight on the clock because it was quite a distanca. And it was the beginning time
of the 20 degrees to starboard during my turn.

Q. Going back then to the earlier question I asked. What I'm seeking by the answer is to
determine the mannar in which the signal to resume zig-zagging or exetute & new rig-zag plan wvas
given, if you can recall.

A. The manner in which - if I may ask you. You want the signals that wers given to us, i»
that correct, sir?

Q. Yes. We are trying to determine vhether in ydur understanding the signal wvas to establish
a new base course or resume zig-zagging on the old base course or some other thing that 1 have not
mentioned. Mr. Hopsom, for your information the board has taken judicial notice of ATP-1(A) so you
may refer to spacific sections of that publicatiom

A. What I was doing was refreshing my memory om the various efgnals that were given, during
this period. As I recall the signals that were transmitted were the various turn signale associated
with zig-zagging. Turn ROMEO, as I recall, was a signal that was transmitted frequently during the
exercise, or resume previous rig-zag., Turn XRAY was given occasionally. And as I racall Turn STERRA
was also given, vhich is cease rig-zagging and Temain om course being steared when this signal ia
executed.

Q. Now do you recall which of those, if any, was given at the tima of the 185 - at the time

that you were on 1857
A. I'm sorry, sir. I don't remember the times that these things were given. I have no

documentation on this,

Q. Do you recall - and if you don't please say 50 - do you recall vhether a new base course
was signaled when the force recommenced zig-zagging, or whather it was on the old base courase?
A. There agiin, sir, I dom't know,

Senior Member: The board has a question.

Counsel for the board: Yes, eir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr. Hopsom, the most recent axhibit which you showad and the ome just prior to that are
oumbered 30 and 29, These depict & courss for MELBOURKE of 205, in sach case?

A. Yes, w»ir,

Q. And 1if I understood you correctly, they dapict the situatiom as of 0310, approxzimately.
A. Yass, sir. That's correct. Would you like me to amplify this? ’

Q. NWo. Now, having reénn-od to zig-zag plan 13 SIERRA in FOCAF'a OFORDER 1-69, you have stated

that the plan called for a turn right to 20 degrees to the right of the base coursa, at time 0313. py-1
A. Yes, air. It doesn't recuire a turn right. It requires that she would be 20 degraes to the o
right of her base course. "5

Q. 1I1'11 clarify then. At 0313 4f the course in effect froa that woment onwards is 20 degrees
to the right of base course, so that at time 0313 having completed the required sig-zag turn, the
guide would have begen on a courss 20 dagress to the right of the bass couwss.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And. you have said that the bass courss was 185. - ‘
A. Yeas, oir. -

Q. So that the guide would have been on 203 at tims 0313.
A. Yes, #ir.

Q. Then why, is the tima shown on this diagrem at time 0310, 3 minutes earlier? -
A. Sir, tha tims 0310 was prior to the ima that T had access to the Operation m. -d R
this was just to the best of my kmowladge the time frame that 1 could placs the utntlu gl :
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saw it, It wasn't until I did see the Operation Order and saw the actual 20 dagree to starboard
courss that I could dafinitely say that the time was 0313. This is why, sir, that I put approxi-
mately in ther. Just kind of a time frama situation, to give the board an idea.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for tha board:

Q. Mr. Hopson, referring back to your Exhibit 28, the screen diagram, isn't it normal that the
screaen such as this would protect the front of formation, would ba oriented along the base course
of the force? 1If that's not within your kmowledge....

A, Sir, this was the screen....

Senior Mamber: Befora tha witness's answar, could we discuss this?
The counsél and senior member had & discussion out of the hearing of the reporter.

Q. 1'11 withdraw the last question. 1'l1l restate the question in smother way, Mr. Hopsom,
The screen you have shown on Exhibit 28 - it does not appear to be symmatricsl along the basa
course 185. Does it appear that way teo you?

A.. Yea, sir, it dowss.

Q. When the base course was changed to 185 did you expect that there would be a reorientation
along that course?
A. I really can't answer that, sir.

Q. 1let me ask snother question then. Had you been on watch previously during the exercise when
formation course had changed?
A, Previous watches? - . ) .

Q. Previous wathces, yes,
A. Yesa, sir.

Q. Had {t been the practice in those cases to reoriant the acreen in the direction of the new

base course?
A. On occasion, yes, sir. Depending on what the situatico was. It wasn't always done.

Q. I see.
Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions, sir.
Senior Member: The board has one questiom.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the semior member:

Q. Mr. Hopsom, during your mid-watch on the morning of 3 June, did EVANS, vhether you were
conning or whether Mr, Ramsey was comning, have any particular difficulty in remaining within her
assigned screen sector?

LCDR Bricksonm: If I may, what we are having a little trouble with is what you mean by difficulty.
Do you mean is, it would be within the sector or difficulties with some other ship or....

Q. Let me restate the questiocn in snother way.
LCOR Brickson: If you would, please.

Q. With the exception of the instance we have just bsen talking about wvherein the ship was
ordered to take atation astarn of MELBOURNE and procesded on a course intended to do that, did EVANS
remain &t all times during the mid-watch within her assigned sector?

LCDR Brickson: Due to the circumstances, I don't think the witneas should snswar -that question.

Counsel for the board: BRe has the right not to answar the questiom.

Senior Member: Mr. Bopson, at what time approximately, to refrash wy recollection of yesterday's
testimony, at vhat time approximately did you assums the conn during the mid-watch on 3 June?
A. It was betwaen 0230 and 0300,

Q. And during the time that you had the comn, from vhatever that time was until you departed
your sector proceeding towards the assigned staticn astern of MELBOURNE, did EVARS rewain within her
assigned ssctor?

LCDR Brickson: Under the circumstances, we don't balieve the witness should answar that question -
at this time,

Senior Member: Mr. Hopstn, when you assumsd the watch at midnight on 2 June, what was the status
of the variable depth sonar towad body? :
A. The status of it, sir?
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Q. "rhe statue of {it.
A. It was streamed.

Q. What were the {netructions in USS FRANK E. EVANS for the variable depth sonsr vhen the ship
vas aseigned to rescue destroyer duty?

A. To the best of my knowledge, there would have been no changa, If it wers down, it would
have been left dowm.

Senicr Msmber: Tha board has no further gquestions which may require classified answars. The
board has soms additional gquestions for this witness in open sessiom,

Counsel for the board: Would the board like for him to rsturn tomorrow?
Senior Member: Yes.

Counsel for the hoafd: Prior to closing the open session, Mr. Hopson, you are priviledged at
this time to make any further statement - did I say open, I meant closed. You are priviledged to
make any further statemant covering anything relating to the subject mattsr of the inquiry wvhich you
think should be & matter of record in connection therswith, which has not been fully brought out by
the previous questioning in this closed session. Do you have anything that you would 1like to say
that you consider classified end should be considered by the board, you have the opportumity now
to do wso, '

LTJC Hopson: May I have & minute, please?
Counsel for the board: Yas, you may have as long as you naed.

, LCDR Brickson: The witness at this time - the witness has indicated that he would like to with-
draw his objection to the two questions he refusdd to snswar and would desire to answar them at this
tima. - . - -

Counsel for the board: Sir, would the ssnior member like to repeat those questions?

Senior Member: I will do so as closely as I cam, On the mid-watch on the morning of 3 Junme,
did EVANS remain within her assigned sector throughout the watch, with the exception of the period
vhith she vas proceeding to new station, in accordsnce with the Formation ONE signal ?

LTJC Hopson: There was amn instgnce at which time the EVANS was out of her sector, by & very
short margin, I don't recall what it was. But we were in the BLACKFOOL's sector. We came around
to the right and increased the speed to 22 knots and got back into our sector, And in this instance
we were out of our sector.

Senior Member: Approximately what tims did that occur?

1TX: Hopson: This I don’t racall, sir. As I recall it was when I initially took the comnn, and
to the best of my kmowledge in trying to reconstruct the situation, the ship was in the southsast
corner of the sector, end it did drift over to the BLACKFOOL's sector, &nd then I mads some corrections
to it and we did get back into our sector.

Senfor Membar: Did you intend to indicate that to the bast of your knowlsdge, the ship was out
of her assigned sector whan you. took the conn - the moment that you assumed the conn?

A. No, sir. It happened just shortly after I did take the comn, but it was corrected within
a short time.

Q. Did EVANS return to her assigned sector pr‘.l.oi' to the time of the Formation ONE signal?
A. Oh, yes, sir. Vs were definitely in our assigned sactor whern ve did receive that, the
execytion for that Formation ONE.

Q. During the time that the ship was out of her assigned sactor, did any transmission on the
radic draw your sttention to this fact?

A. No, sir. This was caught by myself when I plotted wy path on the minsuvering board with a
pencil tick mark, and it was then that I mads the corrective action.

Senior Mamber: As we ATe in an area wherein the questions and amswers are unclassified, the
board has no further questions on this point.

Counsel for the bosard: Again, Mr. Hopson, we rensw the board's offer tb you that you ey at
this time make sny statement comcerning eny clasasified metter that you feel should be brought to its
attention in connection with the investigation, which has not baen brought out by previous questioms.
Do you hava sny such statemsnt?

1TJC Hopson: Mo, sir, I do mot.
Coumsel for the board: You are reminded that you sre not to discuss your testimony with amyone
other than your counssl, counsel for the board or its mambars., Should sayons attempt to discuss -

your testimony with you or eny testimony ha proposes to give as & witness, you should edvies the
board {mmadiately through coumsel.

ITX; Hopson: Yas, eir.
Counsal for the bosrd: The hearing is closed.

The hearing adjourned at 1617 hours, 15 Ame 1969,
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-SEVENTH DAY-

The board geconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 16 June 1969, During thia session the
. board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and made executive decisions as to future
proceedings of the board.

The board recessed at 0920 hours, 16 Jme 1969.
The board reconvened in open session at 0930, 16 hme 1969,

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board ad journed were again
present.

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this is an open sessiom. Any person vho
may be called as a witnessa, should at this time withdraw from the board room.

Senior Member: Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramsey has been granted a further twenty~four hour
delay in appearance before this board and the board at the present time expects him to appear
romorrow.

Counsel fot the board: Counsel for the board calls Lieutenant (junior grade) Hopeon.

Lieutenant (junior grade) James H. Hopson, IV, U. S. Navy and his counsel, Lieutenant Command er
Herbert O, Bricksom, JAGC, U. 5. Navy entered the board rocm, Lieutenant (junior grade) Hopson
was reminded of his cath and he testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL

Questions by counsel for the board.
. Mr. Hopson, you are also reminded that this is an open session of the board ‘and any

ques:imywlchimy call for a classified answer should not be ansvered in open sesaion.
. es, sir,

Q. Lieutenant Hopson, do you recsll whether any time checks were made during your watch, both
internal to the ship and within the force.

A. Idon't seem to recall any time checks that I was aware of, There may have been, since
we were very aware of the significance of the time. But I can't recall whether any time checks
were made, as I say, there wmay have been. .

Q. Are you referring to both internal and external?

A. I don't tecall either one, sir. If I may elaborate om that, as 1 say, we were aware of
the significance of the time, and WWV in Hawaii, I think it i{s, was checked by the quartermaster,
but it wasn't relayed to me if it was done.

G. Do you recall the zone time that was being kept by EVANS during this pericd?
A. It was minus - to the best of my knowledge, it was minus aeven {-7).

Q. Can you describe for the board the method by which you ensured the FRANK E, EVANS was
- kept within its correct screen sector?

A. While patrolling the screen we would check. the radar repeater and place ticKmarks on the
maneuvering board and our position where we didn't check the ... let me put it this way. When we
did check the radar repeater, which was very frequently vhile patrolling this screen, we would trans-
fer this positiom to the maneuvering board on the chart table and maintain a path that we were
following through our patrol sectolt

Q. Did the maneuvering board to which you are referring have superimposed upon it the aector
to which you are referring?
A, Yes, sir, it did.

Q. Did you receive any help in this comnection or any recomuendations from CIC?
A. From CIC we did receive the courses that the zigzag plan prescribed at that particular time.

Q. I'm referring specifically ro advice or recommendations with respect to remaining in your
sector?

A. When we were patrolling the sector, it was considered more or less a station keeping
problem, and CIC sometimes would sand out recommendations and sometimes they wouldn't., It would
depend on the situation, 1 suppose. 1 don't know any criteria that would be used in a situation
like this.

Q. At the time you received the signal “Formation ONE", which I believed you testified was
approximately 0310, did you take a visual sighting of the MELBOURNE at that time?
A. No, sir, I didn'c.

Q. Do you know {f MELBOURNE was visible from EVANS at that time? -
A. She would have been pretty far back on our port quarter at that time. 1 checked the radar
. repeater, and that was the only bearing and range indication that I did have.

Q. Do you recall the last time prior to that, that you had looked at her visually?
A. I can't recall when the laat time was, no sir.
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Q. Were you ever given any {nstructions, either oral or written, as to how close ybu werc per-
mitted to approach a carrier while going to a new station, such as in this case wvhere you were
taking position astern?

“ A. Yes, sir. During some of my watches when the Captain would be on the bridge and 1 would be
wvorking a maneuyvering board problem to get to one place or another, the Captsin would mention that
e wanted a course to come no closer than one thousand yards to the main body, the one ship or
what have you.

Q. At the time you noted that MELBOURNE's beering had drifted left from 084 to 070, did you
form an opinion as to why there was an unexpected drift to the left?

A. As I said before, it was a very disconcerting thing. I realized that she wasn't drifcing
as I was expecting her to drift, which would have been rapidly to the right. This was in part -
the reason for applying left rudder, to move away from the carrier.

Q. Lieutenant Hopsom, you indicated that the first time that you were able to determine the
aspect of MELBOURNE was when you shifted to the port wing of the bridge and chen found a bow
aspect, as 1 recall?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was thst.... could you tell whether that was a port or starboard bow aspect that you
received?
A. 1t was..,. it looked like it was dead on to me.

Q. Mr. Hopson, what did you consider EVANS responsibilities were in staying clear of the
MELBOURNE during this maneuver? 1 refer specifically to wricten suthority governing maneuvers
around a carrier. -

A. As I understand, it was our responsibility to stay clear of the carrier.

Q. What do you consider to be the applicability of the ‘International Rules for the Prevention
of Collisions at Sea to this situation? By Internationai Rules 1 mean the so called “Rules of
the Road," :

A. As far as I know, there are exceptions made to the "Bules of the Road” in formation
maneuvers, but as I umderstand it, the reaponsibility ultimately is to adhere to the "Rules of
the Road." A5 an example, in the darkened ship situaticn, the ultimate criteria used is that
responsibility belongs to the ship that is at darkened ship, according to the 'Rules of the Road,"
as 1 understand them,

Q. You first referred to the responsibility of EVANS to stay out of the way or to aveld
collision with MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, air.

Q. What {s the source of that rule that you referred to, as you recall?
A As far ss I know, sir, it's .... I don't know what the source is, but I would assume just
customary - the way I heard it, it's always stay away from the big guy.

Q. During the maneuver you made to take station astern of MELBOURNE, did you at any time
consider turning on your navigation lights?
A. No, sir, I didn’c.

Q. You testified a few minutes ago that you cannot recall the last time that you checked
the position of MELBOURNE visually, did you have any regular procedure for checking ranges and
bearings received by radar such as sighting through the binoculars to check relative size,
visability and so forth?

A. I didn't have a standard set procedure whereby ‘1 would check this one and then. this one at
a specific time period. It was a random check. Visusl checks were made, however, by myself and
then [ would check the radar repeater. Then maybe the next time I would take a bearing position.
1 did, as 1 stated before, have the binoculars aroung my neck during the watch, this was standard
procedure on our bridge and the binoculars were used.

Q. Do you recall seeing MELBOUKNE at any time through those binoculars?
A. Yes, sir, several times I looked at the MELBOURNE through the binoculars.

Q. Did the information you received by looking through the binoculars cast any doubt ‘as to
the accuracy of the informatiom you may have been getting by radar?
A. No, sir,

Q. Did you use your binoculars at any time between the signal "Formation ONE" snd the collision?
A. I believe 1 stated this before, that 1 was over om the starboard wing and I was looking
through the bearing circle at the time, so I did not use binoculars for this particular eituatien.

Q. What were you looking at through the bearing circla?
A. 1 was looking at a shadow of vhat vas the MELBOURNE.

Q. Do you recall the baaring you saw?
A. When 1 looked through the bearing c¢ircle? Yes, sir. It wvas 070. -

Q. That's after your turn?
A, Yes, #sir.
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counsel for the board: No further questions, sir.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for this wvitness at this time.

Counsel for the board: Mr, Hopson, at this time neither counsel for the board nor the board has
any further questions. However, at this time you are privilegsd to make any statement covering any-
thing that is related to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of
record in comnection therewith, which has not been fully brought out by the previous questioning.

LCOR Bricksen: 1In this regard, it & respectfully requested that the - Mr. Hopson be allowed
the opportunity to view a transcript of what he has saiB in order to arrive at an intelligent
decision as to whether or not to make additional information availabla.

Counsel for the board. Sir, (to senior membar) counsel at this time would suggest that since
this opportunity has not been granted prior witnesses that the board might wish to allow the
witness to make such statement as he wishes at this time, reserving decisicen on that request
until a later tima. ‘

v

Senior Member: Comcur.

Counsel for the board: Did you understand the ruling of the board? That you may wake such
ststement that you wish at this time. The board reserves it'e decision as to your request until a
later time.

LCDR Brickson: Yes, sir. Under those circumstances 1 think that Mr. Hopson would like the
board to understand and the racord to reflect, that what he has said, he has said only from memory
and the facts that he has related, he feels are the truth to the best of his mowledge and belief.

Senior Member: The board underscands that Mr. Brickson, and Mr. Hopsou.

The witneas wss duly warned by coumsel for the board concé‘:-hlng his te'stinony. and excused
from the boardroom, subject to recall.

Counsel for the board: At this time sir, counsal for the board will call Captain Doak,
COMDESRON TWENTY-THREE.

Senior Hember: Very well.

Captain Joseph J. Dosk, Jr,., U. S. Navy, Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE, was called
a8 a vitness by counsel, for the board was duly sworn and testified as follows: . :

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board.

Q. What were your duties om 3 June 19697
A. I was screen commander of a scresning wnit that was screening MELBOURNE .

Q. What units were in that screening unit?
A. USS KYES, USS LARSON, HMZS BLACKFOOL, HMAS .... excuse we HMS CLEOPATRA and the USS
FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. Captain Doak, my co-coumsel has just called to wy attentiom that 1 have omitted a

necessary step prior te questioning you, 1 will do that at thia time. Captain, you have baen
called a witneas to an investigation that is inquiring into tha circumstsnces surrounding the
collisicn of HMAS MELBOURNE s&nd USS FRANK E. EVANS because it is understood that you have evidence
which may assist the board in it's investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being
received in open session and that disclosure of classified information is not suthoriszed during
this open session., Should the snswer to eny question you are asked require you to disclosé
classified informarion, you are requested not to smswer the questiom, but sdvise the board that
the snewer would require you to disclase classified information. In such cases you will later be
given the opportunity to testify as to the classified {nformation in closed session. However,
{f you can snswer the questiom either in part or in general terms without disclosing detalls, you
you should do so, advising the board of your desire to amplify at a later closed session. Do
you understand? .

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Finally, under United States lav, no witness may bs compellsd to answer any question, the
answer to which may tend to incriminate him, end you may refuse to answer any such question.

Q. Commodore, so that the board may appraise your testimony, would you briefly outline your
experience in destroyer type ships.

A. 1 was gunnery officer Bf the USS HEALEY (DD-672). I was Executive Officer of the USS
LLOYD (APD-63); Executive Officer of the USS BORDELON (DDR-881); Cowsandimg Officer, US5 VAN VOORHIS
(DE-1028); Commanding Officer, USS DOUGLAS H. FOX (DD=779); the Commending Officer, USS BARNEY .
(DDG~6); Cowmanding Officer, USS SI1ERRA (AD-18); the latter being more of a repair ship than one
that would be concerned with the operations of destroyers.

Q. #nd your present capacity, how long have you been in that? ’
A. 11 mounths.
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L] Q. Can you give the board an eatimate as to the total number of years you have spent in
destroyers and destroyer types?
A. I have to think about it a litrle bit, Oh, a good ten years.

i Q. Do you recall the nature of the screen that was in effect on the night of 2 and 3 June in
your tatk group?
A. Yes, oir, in general.

Q. Would you describe it so the board, aveiding classified information?
A. We had vhat is called a sector patrol screen, with defense in depth.

Q. Do you recall the starion that was assigned the USS FRANK E. EVANS T
A. Yes, sir. She was the starboard destroyer of the inner line, let's say.

Q. Had the screen which was in affect on the night of 2 and 3 June been the sgme.... been in
effect since the sortie from Manila?
A, No, sir.

Q. Would you describe the changes that had been made during that period and the reasons for
them?

A. Yes, sir, I ... vhen we sortied from Manila the first time, I was told to form a ecreen,
1 was tequested to form a sector patrol screen, I formed the type screen I used with the U. S,
Task Group I normally operate with.

Q. which Task Group is that, sir?
A. 70,4

Q. And what is the carrier in thst....
A. USS KEARSARGE. I could explain these screend, but in a way I feel it would be classified.
However, I'll try to do my best without geing into details, if that's all right with_ the board?

Q. They would like to hear as much as possible that is unclassified.

A, Well, I tried to form the type screen 1 normally use with KEARSARGE. 1 didn't try, I did.
This was the 30th I believe, we sortied. That evening I received a message om the Primary Tactical
Circuit ordering me to reform amother screen becsuse the one I had was too loose and lacked defense
in depth. 1 was alsoc told to put the destroyer that I would have used for plame guard in a
position that would emable him to assume his plane guard statiom rapidly.

Q. Where was that destroyer placed in your original screen?

A. Astern of the carrier. I pondered over this for swhile because I.... we all have our
1deas of screens 1 suppose. I tried to develcp the type 1 thought 1 was asked to, Therefore, 1
instituted a sector patrol screen with a “pouncer™. The Pouncer....

Q. By "pouncer" you mean wvhat ?

A. "Pouncer" is a destroyer or destroyers we place between the main screen and the main body,
primarily becsuse of the fact that 1f a submarine manages to punch the main screen = "punch” I
mean, means to elude it, the pouncer {s in the best position to thwart any further attack form the
submarine. And the pouncer being closer to the carrier, he happened to be the man who was in the
plene guard. We operate with that screen, 1 suppose for - we did other things cther than that
screen. We went and joined a convoy group and ao forth. But vhenever we were with MELBOURNE, we
used that screen until the morning of the large replenishment, which was 2 Jme. .The prior evering
I received a memo asking 4f I would cowme to MELBOURNE and discuss some anti-purface action group
operations that would be conducted on the 2nd, There 1 had a discussion with our Task Group
Commander. We discussed several areas of the operation, and I indicated to him that I knew he was
displeased with the type screend that I vas using, and I wanted to naturally abide by his wishes
and asked, since 1 was face to face with him, vhat type of mcreen he would like? And the screen
was the one 1 first explained which is the one that we had on the night of 2-3 June.

Q. Was there any discussiom with Admiral Crabb as to the assignment of a plane guard from
the screen?

A. No, the Admiral said that, ... well lat we back up a little bit. The Task Croup would be
1ssued Operational General forms which, in essence, gave the duties of various ships in the task
group. .

Q. How often were those issued?
A. 1 believe 1'm correct, they wers from 0800 to 0800,

Q. Daily?

A. Daily. And the plane guard was fndicated in that - messages. My discuseions with the
Mniral...he said you can designate the plane guard., 1 balieve 1t was because of the fact that wher
you try to form the screen 1f your closing a group and trying to form a scraen around it, you would
wint to put the plane guard in a spot you thought he should be in. He may be on the wrong side
of the formation and so on and sc forth and you may create & situation which could be overcome if
you were permitted to say "ue'1]l make this man plane guard" rather thmn & dispatch. That's
about the only discussion regarding plane guard,

Q. As a result of that discuasion, who assigned plane guard for the night of 2 _-nd 3 June.
A, 1 d4d,

Q. #nd vhich unit did you asaign?
A. USS FRANK E. EVARS,
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Q. Following your meeting with Admiral Crabb, did you advise the units of your screen as to the
nature of the changes that you instituted and the reasons for them?

A. No, 1 just.... We wvere replenishing in a very large formation snd the first time we joined
together with MELBOURNE 1 sent the signal which placed the ships in a screen that the Admiral
wanted., The first time ve were.... whem MELBOURNE was ready for flight operatioms, he asked me
to designate a destroysr for plane guard, and 1 did.

Q. D4d you make that designatiom for a period of time or for each time a plane guard was
desired?
A. 1 made it ynder the impression that once 1 made it, it would always be the plane guard.

Q. Until changed by you, is that correct?
A. Until changed by wma, or, of courss, our Task Group Commamder.

Q. At your meeting with AMuairal Crabb, was there any msntiom of a prior incident involving a
unit of the screen and the MELBOURNE?

A. Yes, sir. 1t was very sketchy, The AMuiral said, "I consider the incident closed". It vas
rather obvious to me, wa had besn talking for quits soms time, he didn’t care to say anything
alse about it.

Q. Did you have information &f the incident at that time?
A. HNot solid concrete information, nec, sir.

Q. Did you see the incident that he referred tol
A. No, sir.

Q. You indicated that during one period of the operation the plane guard followed the carrier
astern all night, I believe. Do you recall that. Could you amplify it?

A. 1 don't believe we.... I believe 1 was ordered, to change that screen about, Sometime around
2200 local time the first night. 5o we never really got through the full cycle with that screen.
%o, he was, this destroyer, he had a sector to patrol, he Just wasn't dead astern of the alrcraftr
carrier all that time.

Q. Was there any night during the operation in which the plane guard trailed the carrier the
entire night, to your recollection?
A. Yes, we received A mescage, and I'l1 to remember the date.

Q. Who was it from also?

A. HWe received s message form the Task Group Commander saying that im his impresaion it was
highly 1ikely that the convoy would be encountered by one or two submarines during the next ten
hour period. Based ov this informstion we took the MELBOURNE group, 1 mean the MELBOURNE plus
the destroyers, and sugmented the convoy with our destroyers, the convoy screen. The carrier
operated astern of the convoy which was the normal method of operating - one of the normal methods
of operating in that case and took a plane guard with him and stayed astern, which, again, I would
say is a normal way of operating 1f you want to get into the 1ittle protected box, which is what we
were doing.

Q. To your knowledge vas there any comnection with the assignment of this plane guard to trail
astern and the pricr incident which we have discussed?
A. Not to my knovledge.

Q. To your knowledge was it dene that way for the purpose of the safety of the carrier or
protecting the plane guard from c#llision?

A. No, I would say that's a normal way of operating if you want to include an aircraft carrier
within a comvoy that's being protected by screen ships.

Q. You indicated that the first day or night you received a message asking you to change the
screen. Would you indicate the originator of that message also?
A. It was our Task Group Commander.

Q. By Task Group Commander, you mean Admiral Crabb?

A, Mell now, I would have to look at the circuit log. It was either the overall Task Group
Commander or the Commanding Officer of the aircraft carrier who at times would institute some maneuvers.
1f my memory serves me correctly, it was the Task Group Commander, Admiral Crabb. Why I can't
answer perfectly is, you probably know  you see alpha numeric signals snd 1 just cen't recall that
day who had vhat. In either case they were wy superiors and, of course, I had to abide by their
wishes,

. . &

Q. Do you know why the Task Group Commander asked you to designate the plane guard vhen he had
areviously done it in the OFGEN Message. 1 believe you have answered this in part already, but
could you smplify that? .

A. 1 really didn't see vhy except the one reason I explained. However, there may have also
been & case - the screen that we had, the one we had on tha svening of 2-3 June was a double sector
patrol, and in those cases doctrine tells you to put your high powared sonar, of you happen to
have sny, in the forwvard sector. Mow we may have somsvhere along the line designated one of
those ahips as plane guard and he would have to come through the inmer screen. Perhaps there was
snother reason.

-
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Q. You indicated that both the Task Group Commander, Admiral Crabb, and the Commanding Officer
of the MELBOURKE gave you orders at different times. Were you always able to identify the
originator of the messages you received?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How? T
A. Well normally if they were on the tactical eircuit, they had a call sign, and that was the
WAy We,...

Q. They used different call signs?
A. Yes, this is common practice to do this.

Q. To your lnowvledge, were any messages originated by CO MELBOURNE using the Task Group Com-
mander's call sign?
A, I don't believe so.

Q. Prior to being asked to come aboard MELBOURNE te talk with Adwiral Crabb, had you had any
previous opportunity to discuss with him screening and othar matters related to your duties?
A. No, sir. I tried to arrange that but operational commitments didn't permit it.

Counsel for the board: I1f the board pleases, I1'm going to move on to more geneval matters '
now, not specifically related to this incident. You may have questions on subjects 1've covered
so far. Y¥You might find thies sn appropriate time to ask them.

Senicy Member: \’és, the board has some questions.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Queations by the senior member.

Q. Commodore, with relation to your last question, you said that operational commitments did
not permit. The board has had testimony indicating that there wvas a period in port prior to the
"at sea" phase of the exercise for familisriaation, discussion and so on.

A. %Yes, sir,

Q. Were efforte made ro discuss these matters berween you and your Task Group Coomander at
that time?

A. NBo, sir. 1 thought that there's enough = there are encugh procedures in our publications
wherein we could screen any unit properly. But yet, I still thought it would be best 1if we could
get rogether, and this {is the reascn I sent a message asking if we could. This vas during the
wotk up phase. .

Q. You ment a message asking to do vhat?
A. I1f I could - if MELBOURNE could send a helicopter for me mnytime to discuss screens,
screen orientation and rescue destroyer operations.

Q. d4pproximately what date did you send that?
A. 1 believe 26 HMay, sir.

Q. Uhat response did you receive?

A. 1 never - 1 almost got a helicopter one morning. As a matter of fact, 1 was ready to go.

I received a mesasge reading that there would be a helicopter for you at let's say 0500, 1 was
ready ané all set to go and it had to be cancelled for some reason by MELBOURNE, Another time vhen
MELBOURNE was going back into Subic Bay for material, we were going to Manila, I received a message
saying, "we can send a helicopter over to you, but the Admiral won't be aboard”, which indicated
to me that the man I should speak with would be the Admiral and not the Commanding Officer of the
carrier. It 8o happened that the ship 1 was on was on one shaft at that time and we had to plan

a sortie the next morning, and 1 eas concer ed with getting into Manila and getting onto another
ship, Lf I had to, rather than being side ¥racked into Subic Bay. 1 had no idea really vhat time
MELBOURNE would be back into port.

Q. During the time on the second of Ame when you conferred with your Teek Group Commander,
do you recall any discussions regarding the distance of destroyed from carriers vhen ocenp*lng -
vhen the destroyers were occupying the screening stations.

A. No sir, I placed the screen, as 1 said esrlier, after I was told my initial screen was
not desired, I placed the man two to four thousand yards shead in the pouncer statiom, which in ASE
doctrine is certainly acceptable. when I brought the subject up with my Task Group Cowmnander, 1
said, "1 realize we're not seeing eye to ays om screens, vhat exactly would you like?', 1t vas
then I was told, like so and so, 80 and 8o, 20 and eo, and to form the screan. 1 pointed out two
{tems concerning the screen, which 1 thought should be made known. One of them wes that the outer
screen was rather far and if we had a large reorientation it would be eome time before we got around.
Also, 1if we got Treduced sonar ranged the inner screen may not have covered the limiting lines of
approach, : ‘ '

Q. Does this get into classified material?
A. If we go wuch farther, 1 belisve, yus, sir.

Q. 1s it possible in your mind that some of the #ifferente in view point vhich you referrad to
may have been from differsnces in the characteristics of smti-submarins sensors of weapons between

the ships which you mormally work with and those vhich Task Group Commander normally works with?
A. 1 don't belisve so, sir.

144




e

et et e et i L S R Rt i S

a . "?:-?:iflfﬂ °

Q. Did you discuss with the Task Group Commander the CPA of destroysrs from carriers vhem the
destroyers are moving from one statfon to snother?
A. MWo, sir.

Q. When and by vhat method did you designate FRANE E. EVANS as the rescus destroysr on the 2nd

of hme?
A. 1 recaived a normal tactical messsge from the Task Group Commsnder which said “designate a
plane guard”, and st that time 1 designated FRANK E. EVANS, :

Q. And can you recall the time you received thosa instructions? o .
A. I believe it was in the afternoon of the 2nd, sir. It was upon completion of the large
replenishment and the first time we rejoined u'om*llmm.

Q. Was that {sstruction to designate a rescue destroysr received on the Tactical Primary Circuit?
A. Yes, sir. ’

Q. Did you mska the designation of FRANK E. EVANS on the sams circuit?
A. Yes, sir. .

, Vhat was the basis for your decision to dssignate FRANK E. EVANS as rescue destroysr on
that particular occcasion?
] A. [ believe the position she had in the screen, sir. It was the wost logical position for a
rescue destroyer.

Senior Member: The court has no further questions on this topic at the moment. The counsel
shead proceed.
stoutd
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for tha board.

Q. ‘Coumodore, 1 have some more general questions, dealing with doctrine and so forth. First
of all, is there an instruction from Commander Cruiser - Destroyer Force Pacific, or higher
authority as to a procedure for qualifying officers of the deck for destroyers?

A. Yes, #ir.

Q. Do you have a copy of such?
A. 1 do.

Q. Could you produce it at this time?
A. Yes.

{Comnaodore leaves the witness chair briefly to get his brief case at the other end of the
board ronm, then retwrns to his chair)

}. Vhat document is this that you have produced?
A. This is COMCEUDESPAC Instructiom 5000.3c, coeyonly called "Commander Cruiser - Destroyer,
U. S. Pacific Fleet Eegulacions.”

Q. &and to what specific articles do you refer in those regulations?
A. Article E3014, "Qualifications of Officers of the Deck.”

Counsel for the board: Counsel would ask that this section only of this document be marked as
Exhibit 31 for idemtificatiom. ’

{Counsel hands the Exhibit marked 31 for identification by the reporter to the vitnes:)

. Does that particular section lay down the criteria for the qualifications of officers of

the deck?
A. Yes, it does.

Q. To whom does it give authority for qualifying officera as cofficers of the deck?-
A. The Commanding Officer.

Counsel for the board: Rather than go through the details, counsel would ask that this be
admitted into evidence as Exhibit 31 for perusal of the board at a later time.

Senior Member: It may be so admitted, counsel.

Counsel for the board: We would ask for author'ty to reproduce coplies for the record and return
this copy to Commodore Doak ?

Senior Member: GCranted.
Questions by the counsel (continued).

Q. Commodors, you indfcated that you wvere the operatiomal commander of the USS FRAWNK E. EVANS
on 3 June., Were you alao the Administrative Commendar of the FRANK E. EVANS?

A. Yes, FRANK E. EVANS 15 a member of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE, and consequently 1 have
a great deal to do with the administration of the ship.

145

opt FOSHED

Ll




Q. Have you - has FRANK E, EVANS bemn under your command the entire 11 montha you have been
in command of DESRON 237
A. Yes,.

Q. During this pericd have you had an opportunity to determine the -~ to form an cpinion as to
state of readiness and trajning of the FRANK E. EVANS ?
A. Yes,

Q. Would you at this time state that opinion?

A. 1 believe the USS FRANK E, EVANS wae in a high state of readiness and certainly she was -
she had met all her ctraining criteria that's established by our twpe commander. 1 considered her
to he probably the most outstanding ship in our squadron.

Q. Each year you are required to make nominations for the Battle Efficliency Pemnant. Could
vy state what ection you had planned to take with respect to that award for this year for that

sauadron?
A. The answer is, there is no doubt in my mind that I would have recommended the FRANK E. EVANS.

Counsel for the board; Sir, that's all the questions counsel has, This witness will leave, or
g0 to sea LOMOTTOW. I1f the board has no questions for him we would like to delve very briefly into
the rescue phase with this witness.

EXAMINATION B8Y THE BOARD

Quesrions by the senior member.

y. Commodore, at the time of the collision of the FRANK E. EVARS and MELBOURNE, a time
whizh has not been specifically established, but it was approxinately 0315 local time the morning
of 3 June, where were you®

&He I was asleep, sir.

§. Had you had occasion to view MELBOURNE in say the hour immediately preceeding the collisiorn?
4. Not that close to the colliston, sir. About 2330 1 did.

Q. Commodore could you elaborate a little bit on your reasons for having made up your mind,
as you indicated, that you would nominate the FRANK E. EVANS for squadronm Battle Efficiency Award
for this fiscal year?

A. Yes, sir, when we make such a nomination we consider all of the actions that the destroyer
would be emceryndd with or had been concer¥ped with throughout the entire year. This includes his
operations at sea, the completion of his training requirements, many administrative inspections,
dav to day observations and so forth. I1'm confident that he would not be surpassed in our squadron
in any of those fields, Perhaps one man would have received a litcle more higher grade in an
Administrative Inspection, but overall, no doubt at all in my mind.

Q. Did you, Commodore, as the Screen Commander in this formation, maintain a watch on the positions
of the ddstroyer in the screen, monitoring their per formance? )

A. 'Yes sir. 1'd say that's a normal practice for a watch, a staff watch to do. It's done
periodically though, there isn't a man glued all the time to the scope.

G. During the mid-watch on the morning of 3 June, prior to the collision, did you receive any
reports that any ships in the screen were outside their assigned sectors of designated postions -

A. No, sir.

Q. If such had been observed by your staff watch officer, would have you expected him to notify
you, or to take action himself, or what? .

A. I would expect him to notify me, sir.

Senior Member: The court has no further questioms. We will have a brief recess.

The board recessed at 1035 hours, 16 June 1969.
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The hearing reconvened at 1055 hours, 1& June 1969.
All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.
Senior Member: The hearing will resume.

Counsel for the bosrd: Let the record reflect that this is an open hearing. Comodore Doak
you are reminded of the oath you previously tock.

Witness: Yes, sir.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q:. Commodore, I believe your testimony is to the effect that during the period we have been

" talking about, there were three different screening formations, basically.

A: That's correct.

Q: The first one rou established, the second one was a 80 called "pouncer screen," and
the third one was the "screen’in depth. Would you state the resson you used the screen you
first established?

A: Yes, sir, I believe when you are screening an antisubmarine warfare carrier, you must
consider several things when you develop the screen. Obvicusly you must give him sonar
protection., In addition you wust, in my belief, cater to the needs of the aircraft carrier.
The fact that he moat certainly wil be steaming on varicus courses and at various speeds aund
various directions, nsturally, to evade the enemy if we heppen to know where he may be. And,
of course, to conduct flight operations. Therefore, the screen that I originally inatituted,
I believe, was geared to accommodate both of these sltuations, and at the time same time 1
believe it could be easily manipulated and maneuvered and it could be safely manipulated and
maneuvered. Is that clear, sir?

Q: With respect to each of these type screens, would you indicate the basis on which a
plane guard would be designated from which station as to each of these acreena?

A: The one that I proposed would be the astern station. When we had the final screen, it
would be the man on the starboard wing, all in my impression.

Q: Between the final two, the pouncer and the final screen, insofar as plene guards
taking station, was there any difference in safety between the two?

A: 1 would say in essence, no, sir. 1In both cases they had to come from ahead to their
astern position.

EXAMINATON BY TRE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q: Commodore, in your final screen you said that the rescue destroyer would be taken from
the starboard wing. Was there any difference between that and the port wieg in this regard?

A: No, air. Just from my experience with aircraft carriers, I think they like to have
them come down their starboard side so they can see them, and that'a the only reason, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE COUNSEL POR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questions by counael for the board:

Q: Do you recall how many times EVANS took plane guard atation between replenishment on
the afternoon of 2 June and the collision?

A: 1 can't recall tha exact numbers of times, primarily because the EYES, CLEOPATRA and
BLACKPOOL were detached for a considerable period of time then on anti-aurface group operations.

Q: And you were in KYES?
A: 1 was, yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no questions of this witness which require cloged
session as far ae we know. Does the board?

Srn’ v Member: The board has no questioms.

Counsel for the board: Do you have sny statement which you feel would require an answer in
closed session?

COMM DOAK: No, sir. I don't.

Counsel for the board: Or amplificston of prior answars you have gliven? -

COMM DOAK: Ra, air, unless you care to delve into all the ifs, ands, and vhys of acreen and
so forth.
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Senlor Member: The board has enough information on that subject at this moment.

Counsel for the board: With the board's permission I would like to ask the Commodore just a3
¢ few questions about the rescue operations since he is departing tomorrow.

Senior Member: Proceed.
EXAMINATLON BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questons by counse! for the board:

Q: Commodore, you do recell the approximate time of the collision, do you?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: Following that, what was the notification given to you of the collision?

A: 1 received it via "E" call belt system, which is a sound powered telephone system.
Q: And what action did you take upon receipt of that call?

A: I {mmediately went to Combat and I was back and forth from bridge to Combat.

Q: What rescue operations did you observe take place from what point on?

A: My impression was that the performance of everyone there was absolutely magnificent,
I don't think many people had to be told to do much of anything. We all knew what we were -
naval officers of various countries, yet, we just pitched in and did what we thought we had to
do. .

Q: What action did KYES take?

A: KYES closed the contact area, which we all did, and we formed & ring, so to spesk,
around the srea and we all put boats in the water. There were helicopters, I couldn't tell
_ you how many. There were so darn many there. When I first realized what was happening the

P MPLBOURNE had EVANS alongside, and they were, in my impression... they did a tremendous job.
- : We were very fortunate 1 think in that we had ideal conditions.

Q: How was the visibility?
A: It was a moonlight night. If I recall correctly, the water was as amooth as a lake.
Shortly thereafter, just a few hours is seemed the sunlight came and this greatly assisted us.

¢ 7“' Q: 1In your view, was the rescue operation which was conducted thorough and complete?
[ - A: Undoubtedly. :
iy

Senior Member: Your answer again, Commodore.

A: Undoubtedly so, yes. The water conditions were such and the visibility was such, and
I haven't seen it very often in my naval career. You could see a matchbox I would say.

FXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd}
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: In you opinion, were any reaources which would have been required unavailable to the
Task Group Commander for the rescue operations?
A: 1 don't believe so.

Q: Would the addition of further ships, for exsmple merchent ships in the area, have
: . assisted the operations?
P T A: I don't belleve so. I believe we had smple ships and aircraft and small boats.

A Counsel for the board: That's all the questions we have sir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

. Q: Commodore, would you describe the position of the moon, that is its altitude, whether
it was rising or setting and the cloud conditions existing during the periocd of the search and
rescue operations?

A: I couldn't really do that, sir. Those are the things that you don't look - at least I
didn't, that day or that evening. fut I do kmow {t was very clear., We could easily see ships
even though it was still dark. I could obtain that informstion as you know, sir.

Counsel for the board: Sir, counsel will present in evidence a vitness who will testify
as to the time of the moon rise and other factors.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by the senior member:
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' Q: Commodore, you stated that the period *following th#collision you spent some of your
time on the bridge and some time in the Combat Information Center. Could you estimate, for
the board, the visibility conditions immediately following collision with respect to the
distance at which you could recognize that a ship was of a given type with the unaided eye?

4: 1 would certainly say five miles or greater.

Q: Would this distance increase if you used blngpulars?
A: Yes, sair.

Q: During the period immediately following the collision, who directed the movements of
the destroyers in the immediate vicinity of MELBOURNE?

A: 1 would sey little direction had to be ordered, sir. 1 directed KYES. 1 was about to
direct other ships to go around the other side of MEIBOURNE, and I believe it was LARSON who
went around and so, as I said earlier, eyeryone did their tasks almost without being told. I
recall MELBOURNE asking us to send our doctora over, which we certainly did as socon as we coul

" get close enough to put the boat {n the water. But at that moment most of the recovery

operations were belng conducted right alongside MELBOURNE, And it was obvious that this is
where we should concentrate.

Q: The board has been told that at some period of time subsequent to the collision, the
after section of EVANS, which had been alongs'de MELBOURNE, was cast loose and drifted clear
of MELBOURNE. Was any particular ship then detailed to tend that section of EVANS?

A: Yes, sir.

What ship?
The U.S$.5. LARSON.

wWho so detailed U,5.5. LARSON? ' -
I did, sir.

>0 PO

Counsel for the board: Commodore, you are informed that you are previleged to make any
further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the investigation rhat
you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which has not been fully
brought out by previous questioning. Do you have such a atatement?

A: Right now, sir, no. Not that I can think of.

do
d

Q: Very well, you are excused, subject to recall by the boerd. Counsel for the board asks

that Commodore Doak} be authorized to depart with his unit tomorrow, sir, subject to being
recalled in the event there is a need.

Senior Member: Yes. That's agreeable. Commodore, we will make every effort, in the
event we require further information from you, to provide you with maximum lead time.

A: Thank you, sir.

Q: Por you planning.
A:  Thank you, sir.

The witness was warned, excused sublect to recall, and withdrew from the hearing room.
Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel calls LT Newby.

LT Richard Eugene Newby, U. §. Navy, waa called as a witness for the counsel of the board,
was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa):

Q: LT Newby you have been called as a witness for this board of investigation, whieh 18
inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collieion of RMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E,
EVANS, because it is understodd that you have evidence which msy agsist the board in this
{nvestigation. You are advised that the evidence i{s being received in open session of the
board and that disclosure of classified {nformation is not authorized during open session.
Should the answer to any question which you are asked require you to disclose classified
information, you are requested not to answer the question, but to advise the boerd that the
answer would require you to disclose classified information. In such cases you will later be

given the opportunity to testify as to the classified information in closed session. However,

1f you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific
classified details, you should do so, sdvising the board of your desire to smplify in later

closed session. Under United States law, mno witness may be compéied to answer any question, the

anaver to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to ansver any question. Do
you understand those matters?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: Would you please state your name, rank and appointment?
A: Richard Eugene Newby, LT, United States Navy.

‘hﬁ'.' Li
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Q: And to what ship are you assigned?
A: U.S.8. James E, KYES (DD-787).

Q: And were you a member of that ship, omne of that ship's officers, on the night of the 2nd
and the 3rd of Junel?
A:  Yes, sir.

Q: And what particular duty did you perform in that ship?
A: At the time of the incident, I was the Offfcer of the Deck.

Q: What sre your normal duties?

A: I'm the Engineering Officer.

Q: When did you take over watch on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June?
A: I took over the watch at approximately 2345.

Q: "and at that time what was the base course and aspeed of the ship?

A: If T remember, it was 220.

Q: - Speed?

A: Speed, I believe - I do not remember at this time.

Q: What other ships were in company with KYES at this time?

A: The LARSON was on my port hand, the BLACKPOOL - - -

Q: I'm sorry to interrupt. To avoid giving classified material, could you just glve us
the names at this stage.
A: The LARSON, BLACKPOOL, CLEQPATRA, EVANS, MELBOIRNE . .

Q: And did you remain on watch on the bridge of U.S.5. KYES until the collision later
occurred?
A Yes, sir.

Q: And what was the state of the weather at around 0300, just before the collision, say?

A: Well, there was very low wind, I would say, probably 10 knots of wind. The skies were
overcast. There was a good moon, but like I say, the skies were overcast, It was patchy at
times, not much light came through.

Q: What was the degree of visibility just before the collision for persons not using
binaculars as to regards type of ships, what length of view without binoculars?
A: You mean, how far away I would be able to see a ship?

Q: Yes.

A: Without binoculars and to recognize its type, that would depend on the size of the ship.
& smaller ship, 1it's a good chance you wouldn't be able to see it much over about 5 or 6 miles.
tctually, I don't think you could really see without binoculars, unleas it was silhouetted on
the horizen. Anything inside the horizen would be hard to see without binogulars.

@: Without binoculars, what lemgth of view did you have as to the heading of a particular
ship?
A: I don't follow your question.

Q: What range did you have, without binoculars, in determining the direction that the ship
was heading?
4: 1 would say Lf it was on the horizen, there wouldn't be any difficulty whatsoever, which

would be about 6 or 7 miles.

Q: Now using binoculars, how far could you tell the type of ahip in question?
A: I would probably say an additional 2 miles.

Q: And using binoculars, feor what range could you tell the direction in which a ship was
heading? :
A: Probably about the same.

Q: At this period just before the collision, what lights were being shown by ships in the
force as far as you observed?

A: As I observed it, 1 know that the LARSON was not showing lights, and she was the one I
was most particular intereated in or worried about at the time. As for the other ahips, 1 don't
remember seeing any lighta on any of the escorts. And immediately prior to the collision, 1
cannot say what the MELBOURNE was showing.

Q: Wwithout revealing any classified material, vhat wes the distance from the XYES to

MELB OURNE?
A: At the time of the incident it was exactly 8,500 yards and had been so for about 10

minutes before that because I made a note of speaking to my JOD at the time that he was right on
station.

Q: Do you vecall a signal to EVANS to take up positiom Formation Onel
A: Yes, sir.
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