C

2’ How did that message come to your attention?
: It came over, what I would call PRITA They gave her a Formation One
stations as MELBOURNE, then EVANS. O They g and giving the

Q: And coming over PRITAC, did you h it th h
the Brideet , ¥ ear rough headphones or through an amplifier on

A: Through an smplifier-aspesker arrangement,

Q: Approximately when was it that you heard that message?
A: T would guees somewhere about 0310, in that area.

Q: At the time that measage came through what was the course of your ahip?
A: We had just resumed, I believe i1f I remember right, 26C¢, sround in that =ares,

Q: And was a rig-zag change coming up scmetime thereafter?
) Ai. Right. If I remember right we had just come to that course and still had about 3 or 4
minutes on that course to go, if I remember right.

Q: I would 1ike to correct the term of a question I put to you, it is the course of the
force at the time this measage came through that we are interested in, not the particular
course of the destroyer you were {n. What is the answer to that question?

A:  Exactly mt that time I cannot remember, I would say we were just coming to 260 or we
had just came to 260 as part of the zig-zag plan.

Q: What was the base course at that time?
A: 220,

Q: Well, what was the next matter that came to your attention after the signal Formation
One to EVANS? . " ) .

A: I heard over the seme circuit the MELBOURNE calling the EVANS. I believe at that time
she gave her heading and she coupled it.

Q: By that you mean that it was sent out in code, of course.
A: Yes.

Q: The code, what heading did she give?
A: I believe it wrs 260. I remember it - well, it was either 260 or 265, I can't
remember at this time. I remember we looked it up and it j{ibed with what course we were on

for that part of the zig-zag plan.

Q: Did you hear any acknowledgement of that signal from anybody?
A: Yes, sir. The EVANS rogered.

Q: And what was the next thing that you heard?
A: The MELBOURNE telling the EVANS that they held her on a collision course.

Q: Are you able to recollect the time that 1thbened between the signal giving her courae

and that last signal you mentioned?
A: It would all be a pure conjecture on my part. I would say that there was a pause, but

how long I don't know.

Q: And did you hear any acknowledgement of that signal?
A: Yes, well, I can't be sure {f {t was right after that. It was acknowledged and either

right then or shortly after that the EVANS came out with, "™y rudder is right full."

Q: And did you hear any other signal?
A: And the MELBOURNE came back immediately with, '™y rudder is left hard."

Q: During the time that these messages were being heard by you what were you able ta

observe of the two ships?
A: Only I heard that she was.....she stated that they held her on a collision course, I
atarted watching the radar scope. And I watched the two blips on the radar scope going

together.

Q: Waa there, as far as you were concerned, any communication difficulty during thie

period?
A: 1 do not believe so.

Q: The signala that you heard on the PRITAC, were they clear, indistinct or what?
Ay They were very clear on our bridge.

Q: Did you, apart from watching the evant on the radar display, also watch them visually?
A; Not until the ships had come togethar on the scope. It was only after that time that 1
went on the starboard wing of the bridge. My JOD had been up there all this time before. -

Q: Is he in Subic Bay or is he gone?
A: Ko, sir,
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. Q: Where 15 he now?
A: He has left Subic Bay and is in route to the United States at this time.

Q: When you went out on the starboard bridge what did you see?
A: 1 saw something going down the port side of MELBOURNE and what 1 realite now to be
steam, Iin the vicinity of her bow, That was with the use of glasses.

Q: And with what degree of clarity were you able to see tha tvo ships?

A: T could see the MELBOVRNE quite clearly because at this time she had ample lights on.
I could really not distinctly see what seemed to be passing down her port side. It could have
also been part of a ship, which is really all I could determine at that time.

What lights did she then have on, did you then see rather?
I really honestly couldn't answer that question.

> O

Q: Were there any lights exhibited in addition to the ordinary navigation lights?
A:  Yes, sir.

Q: What were they?

A: I would say just her deck lighting along the edge - other lights other than her normsl
navigation lights. It seemed like she waa starting to turn on all her lights at thia time.
Only at this time, I still did not realize that they had collided.

Q: How long after that - the collision had occurred, then you say?
A: 1 would aay it had occurred because of the fact, now what I believe to be steam, what
I saw on her bow. ’

Q: Do I understand you to say that it was only shortly before the collision that you had
a visuzl - -
A: T would say it was after the collision that-I first saw her doing this evplution.

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel has no further questions of the witness.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q: Mr. Newby, immediately following the collision when you stepped out to view MELBOURNE
through your glasses, did you see any lights that were identifiable as MELBOURNE's navigational
Iights? .

A: I believe I did, but thinking back, I really can't positively say that I did.

Q: Mr. Newby, when you were on watch prior to the collision, did you keep moment to moment
or minute to minute track of EVANS as she proceeded to move in response to the FORMATION ONE
signal?

A: Visually watching her, no, sir.

Q: By any means?
A: On the open bridge, up around the bridge, no, sir. I simply was watching the two blips
on the scope and they moved relative to each other.

Q: But, you did not track these?
A: No, sir. I did not track them.

Q: Use a grease pencil on a plotting head or anything?

A: No, sir.

Q: Do you know if anyone in your ship did?

A: I do not believe so. The only place it might be is on our DRT trace, if they did in

fact track her.

Q: Would you expect them normally to have done sol
A: No, air. They would be tracking the carrier, probably track the ship closest' to us and

any contacts.

Q: You testified that you heard a message from MELBOURNE to EVANS in which MELBOURNE said,
“You are on & collision course," or words to that effect.
A: Yes, sir.

7: Do you have any means of helping us establish the distance between those two ships at
that time?

A: It would only be a gueas. It would only be a pure guess. I'm trying to visualize the
scope as it was at that time, and I really couldn't aay with any real definite answer.

Q: Did you exchange information with the Junior Officer of the Deck, or anyone else, on -
the bridge immediately prior te collision, as to what either of you could seel

A: I went out on the starboard wing and looked and he was out there already looking, seeing
what he could see. Our CIC watch supervisor stepped out just shortly before and said, " it
looks like it's going to be a close one.”" That's about the only real communicatiom. Then we
stepped out and said well - I couldn’t quite get the positiom relative to the carrier where
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FVANS was, 1 thought she was going to pass clear of her, trying to get perception in there.
50 T Jon't think there was a real exchange about, except for the fact that it looked like it
was going to be close.

§: Do you recall seeing any li{ghts on either ship at this tima?

' A: Well then I stepped out there it was after the collision had already occurred. He was
out there watching, I was inside, and when I got out there, I believe the collision had already
occurred.

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Thank you Mr. Kewby. You are excused from further
attendance. You are not excused, you are invited to say whether there are sany other matters
related to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be brought out as a matter
of record which has not yet been brought out by questions. '

LT Newby: There is nothing.

The witness was warned, excused, and withdrew from the hearing room.
Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): The board cslla LTIG Thompaon.

LTJG Richard Wittick Thompson, U. S. Navy, wss cslled as a witness for the counsel for the
borrd, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glama):

Q: You have been called as a witness, LT Thompson, before this board of investigation
which 1s imnquiring into the circumstances surrcunding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and
1,§.5. FRANK E, EVANS, because Lt Ls understood that you have evidence that may assist the
board in its investigation. You sre advised that the evidence is being received in open
session of the board and the disclosure of cldsaifiéd information is not authorizéd during
open session. Should the answer to any question which you are asked require to disclose
classiffed information, you are requested not to answer the question but to advige the board
that the answer would require you to disclose clessified information. In such cases you will
later be given the opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed session.
However, if you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without discloaing
classified matters - specific classiifed details - you should do so, advising the board of your
desire to amplify in later closed session, Under United States law no witness may be compelled
to answer any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse
to snswer any such questions. Do you understand those matters?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Would you please atate your full name and your renk and ship?
A: Richard Wittick Thompeon, LTJG, U.5.S. James E. KYES (DD-787).

Q: And were you appointed to that ship on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June last?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: What were your normal duties in that ship?

A: I was CIC Watch Officer.

Q: And were you on watch that night?

A: I was.

Q: When did you come on watch?

A: At 2345, sir.

Q: And who was keeplng watch with you in CIC?
A: Well, the watch supervisor, petty officer first class Chapman, and there was petty
officer second class Hedley.

Q: And of the persons who were there with you, was one of them keeping & log of the eignals
tranamitted over the Primary Tatical Circuit? .
A;  Yes, sir, he was.

Q: Who was doing that?
A: I can't think of his name right now, sir.

Q: Whoever it was, was he keeping it under your direction and supervision?

A: " He was sitting in another part of Combat, sir, across the room.

Q: Was it your responaibility from time to time to yefer to him?

A: Yea, sir. .

Q: And did you from time to time during that swatch check what was being entered in that log?
A: Yes, sir.
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Q: 1Is this document which I ask to be marked as Exhibit 32, the FRITAC Log which was belng
kept in KYES on the night of the 2nd end 3rd of June?
A:  Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): The board is requested by counsel to admit this into
evidence as Exhibit 32,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass )

Q: What zone time wss kept im that log!?

A: At this time it was GQLF, sir. Sir, the log is kept in ZULU, we were in GOLF time,
Q: Yes. The log was kept in ZULU time and the ship was keepinz GOLF time.

A: Yes, sir. .

Q: What is the time differential between GOLF and ZULU?

At . Minus 7, eir.

Q: What time checks were made in CIC during the time you were on wateh that night?

A: T don't recall, sir.

Senior Member: Exhibit 32 may be admitted.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q: Would you be good enough to examine this document, LT Thompson, and tell.us what signal
was received in KYES around about 1852 ZULU time?
A: This 15 on the 2nd?

Q: Yes.
A: "Execute to follow, SHACKLE, ......”

Q: Stop, that's my fault. Could you, you know, translate it into plain - -
Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel has no further questions.

Senior Member: The board hss no questions.

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): You are pr‘vileged, if you wish, to make 8 further
statement covering any matter related to the subject of the inquiry that you think should be
a matter of record in conmection therewith, of which has not been fully brought out by
previous questions. Is there anything that you wish to add?

A: No, sir.

The witness was warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room.
Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS ): Counsel calls LT Haugh.

LT Jahes Robert Haugh, U. 5. Navy, was called as a witness for counsel for the beoard, was
gworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATIOR BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q: Lt Haugh, you have been called as s witness for this board of investigation, which is
inquiring into the circumstences surrounding the collision of the TMAS MELBOURNE and the
U.5.5. FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may assist the
board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence 1s being received in open
gession of the board, and that disclosure of clasaified information is not suthorized during
open session. Should the answer to any question you are asked require you to disclose
classified information, you are requested not to answer the question, but to advise the board
that the snswer would require you to disclose classified information. In such cases you will
later be given the opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed sesalon.
However, 1f you can answer the question either in part or in general terms, without disclosing
specific classified detaila, you should do so, adviaing the board of your desire to amplify in
later closed session. Under United States lav no witness may be compelled to anawer any
questicn, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to answer any
such question. De you understand those observations?

A: Yes, I do.

Q: Would you please astate your full name and rank?
A: James Robert Raugh, LT, United States Navy.
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Q: And on the night of the 2nd and 3xd of June, what was your appointment?
A: 1 was the Officer of the Deck on board Everett F. LARSON.

Q: And what watch were you keeping?
A: I had the 4 to B watch in the morning., I had just relieved the wateh. We had time
difficulties. That's why on the LARSON, at that time, we had just relieved the watch.

- Q: What time was it that the watch was relieved in LARSON, using GOLF time?
A: Using GOLF time, it was at 2:435.

Q: And when you came on the bridge at 2:45 GOLF time, what was the bsse course of the
force to which LARSON belonged?
A: The base course wag 275 at the time I relieved the watch.

Q: And was it changed before the collision occurred to any other course?
A: - The next course, in my recollection, was 260,

Q: And was that course come to before the collision?
A:  Specifically, 1 don't know exactly at that time. I know it was close to that time,
that we were to come to 260. It was very close to the time of collision.

Counsel and senior member had a brief consultation out of hearing of the reporter.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counael for the board (CDR GLASS):

Q: My questions may not have been properly expressed LT. I shall go back over_that ground
again., At that time, shortly before the collision, what was the base course of the formation
to which LARSON belonged, ignoring any zig-zag for the moment.

A: 1 don't recollect exactly. 1 believe the base course was 260 at the time &nd I was on
a 275 zig-zag course.

Q: And is there any difference-in that respect? Are you talking about the zig-zag for the
whole force or the particular course being followed by your ship for patroling purposea?

A: The course, the zig-zag course as I understood it, as ‘I remember it, was 275. 1 was
on course 280 for patroling purposes at the time.

Q: Well, now at this point of time, shortly before the collision, what was the weather
condition?

A: Weather conditions, as I recall, were slightly overcast. The wisibility was good, due
to the fact that the moon was above the clouds and provided an excellent horizon.

Q: MNow, 1f one were not using binoculars, for what range was LY possible to identify the
type of ship and the direction in which she was heading?

A: Yot quite 5 miles. 1 would say close to 5 miles, but in order to {dentify the course
you would have to use binoculars, as I recall.

Q: Well then, with binoculars, you could tdentify the course up to what rangel
A: 1 could identify the course beyond 5 miles, not necessarily the exact course, but the
sspect of the vessel.

Q: What lights were burning on the ships in the formation, just before the collision?
A- To the best of my knowledge and recollection, there were no navigational lights
showing on any vessel at the time I relieved the watch.

Q: What was, without revealing clessified information, the approximste distance from
TARSON to MELBOURNE and EVANS just before the EVANS was ordered to takc Formatione Ome?
A: LARSON was approximately 9,000 yards from MELBOURNE.

Q: And from EVANS? .
A: Approximately 6,000 yards from EVANS.

Q: Do you recall hearing that signal from the MELBOURKE to EVANS, 'Take station PGRM ONE."
A: Yes, air, I do. )

Q: Where were you when that mesasge ceme’ through?

A: I was on the open bridge.

Q: With respect to the subject of lights, just going back a moment, was there any change
in that connection from the time you came on watch until the time of collision?

A: 1 cannot specificslly say if there was a chenge prior to the collision - at the time
of the collision I sav lights on MELBOURME. -

Q: What lights did you seel?
A: 1 sav bright lights on the island and immediately thereafter flood lights on the flight
deck. But prior to the collision I cennot say wvhether there were sny lights showing.
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. ) Q: Well, 1 think you were telling us where you were when the FORM ONF signal came through,
Could T ask you that again, pleasc?
A: Yes, sir. 1 was on the open bridge.

. q: And did you observe what EVANS did following that signal?
%: No, sir, I did not visually sce exactly what EVANS did.
The first indication I had as to what EVANS was dolng was from the radar scope., She appeared
fror the radar scope to be headinp to her station.

q: lieading towards?
' A:  Heading to her statlon. She was moving towards - to take her station. I don't know
which direccion or anything.

Q: Well what was the next thing you heard or saw?

A: The next thing I heard on the radioc telephone was the MELBOURNE calling the EVANS
advising her that EVANS was on a collision course, at viich time 1 took a quick glance at the
radar ?nd I stepped to the starboard wing of the bridge with binoculars and I saw that they
were close.

Q: Were you by elther means able to estimate the distance then between the two ships?

A:  Just from the radar scope {tmelf, I was alarmed at the distance, and that's when
I stepped out to the starboard wing with the binoculars and picked up the two ships visually.
1 wouldn't want to estimate how far apart they were at that time.

Q: From your visusl observation, are you able to give us any information from what you
odserved on the radar display?

&: Yo, sir. That's what T mean. I wouldn't want to estimate it from the radar scope.
From the visual observation - it happended in such a short period of time, my only thought
vas, where is she going to pass, Is she going to pass astern or zhead. I couldn't tell
fram what 1 saw. - . . -

Q: What eould you see at that point of time as to the relative bearing of the two ships
from each other?

A: Well, at - T couldn't detetmine whether the EVANS was going to pass astern or whether
sie was going to pass ahead of the MELBOURNE. I saw the port bow of the MELBOURNE and the
starboard beam of the EVANS and I just watched the progression from there as the silhouettes
merge? together.

Q: On what bow of the MELBOURNE did the EVANS appear to you to be Tocated?

A: Well, from our peosition in the formation it appeared that the EVANS was on the
starboard bow, just from a visual, strictly from a visual presentation, silhouettes against
the horizon. It was difficult to say.

7: This ohservation you had was approximately how long before the collision?
£: Less than one minute.

Q: Afcer you heard the signal about collision course, did you hear anything further on

te PRITAC circuit?
A Yes, sir. @ heard the EVANS indicate that her rudder was right full and then I heard

the MELBOURNE indicate that her rudder was hard left.

N: And wvere you still observing the two ships at this stage?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: What did you further notice about them as they came up to collision?

A: I noticed that the two silhouettes merged and at that time I saw a large cloud at which
time I thought was dust, and 1 later decided that was steam that 1 saw, and {t was just - it
was well defined, there were some lights on the MELBOURNE at that time, because I could see

the steam from the EVANS.

(): What period of time did you have them under view before collision?
A: less than a minute, prior to the collision I watched them, with the binoculars.

Q: I would like to ask you the question again, about the course of 275, which you
mentioned, Did you mean that to be a base course, or a base course with a zig-zag added to it?
A: Base course with a zig-zag added to it. That's the best of my recollection.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

.Q: From the time, Mr. Haugh, that you came on watch at 2:45 local time, on the morning of

the 3rd, until the collision, was there any change in the base course?
A: WMo, sir. From the period of time I wae on watch, there was no change in any base

course that I .recall.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
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Quescions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q: From the period of time that you came on watch until the time of the collision, do you
recall whether zig-zegging was maintained throughout or whether it was stopped and resumed?

A: I was only on watch, I only hed the deck for leas than 15 minutes prior to the
collision and et that time, I can't recall a change. All I know is that when I relieved the
watch, we had executed a zig-zag. I don' recall prior to that what the - -

Q: Did you hear any signal from the MELBOURNE giving her course?

A: I did not hear the signal giving her course. My junior Officer of the Deck indicated
to me that MELBOURNE had signalled her course, shortly thereafter the FORM ONE was given. But
I did not hear the signal, I was out on the wing of the bridge.

Q: When you are out on the bridge, are transmissiona on the Primary Tatical Circuit within
hearing or not?
A: They are within hearing if you've got your ear tuned, but if you are engaged in other

activities out on the wing of the bridge you can't always hear them. You can't hear the signal
come over,

EXAMINATICN BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q: What was the name of the Junior Officer of the Deck at this time, who informed you of
this message about MELBOURNE's course?

A: LTJG Payne.

Coungel for the board (CDR GLASS ) The board will hear from him, air.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cant'd)} , .

Questions by the senior member:

Q: During the period of time of execution of Formation One until the collision, was
anybody in your ship tracking EVANS and MELBOURNE on a permanent record or grease pencil
plotting head?

A: Not to my knowledge, sir.

Scnior Member: The board has no further questions of this witness,

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS ): You have a privilege to make any further statement
covering anything related to the subject matter of the inquiry, 1if you wish to do so, anything
that you think should be a matter of record which has not been fully brought out by the
previous questioning.

LTJ™ Haugh: I have nothing further to say, sir.

The witness was warned, excused, and withdrew from the hearing room,

The board recessed at 1204 hours, 16 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1440 hours, 16 June 1969,

Al% persons connected with the board who were pregent when the board recessed were again
present,

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this is an open session., Anyone who may

be expected to be called am a witness is asked to withdraw from the board room at this time,
Orderly will you call Doctor Cordes Please,

Counsel for the board: Sir, with the board's permission, at this time we would like to call a
witness out of logical order. The witness 1s scheduled to leave tomorrow on board the KEARSARGE.
He 1s the Senlor Flight Surgeon, and we would not like to detain him at this time.

Senlor Member: Understood. Please proceed.

Lieutenant Commander Bernard James Cordes, Medical Corps, U,S, Navy, Senlor Flight Surgeon on

board USS KEARSARGE (CVS 33), was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was sworn and
testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization?
A. My name ig Bernard James Cordes, Lieutenant Commander, Medical Corps, U.S. Navy, Medical
Offlcer, USS KEARSARGE.

Q. Do you have sdditional duties, in addition to your dutdes on board? *
A. T have additional duties as Medical Officer to Commander Antl-Submarine Warfare Group ONE,

Q. Do you recall a colllslon between the EVANS and MELBOURNE on 3 June?
A, Yes, sir, I do.

Q. Did you have any connectlon with that disaster?
A. Yes, sir, T did.

Coursel for the board: I have one statement that I should have made at the beginning Doctor
Cordes. Since 1t 1s not likely that you will be 1n the area of classifled inforwation, I will
limit the warning solely to the matter, under United States law, no Unlted States witnees may be

compelled to answer any questlon the answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may
refuse to answer any such question. Do you understand that?

Witness: Yes sir.

Q- Going back agaln, did you have any dutles in connection with that disaster?
A. Yes, slr, I did.

o. Have you at my request, prepared a summary of the medical actlvitles 1n cennection #ith
that disaster?

A. Yes, sir, I have prepared & etatement, concerned with the loglstics of the bringing of the
irjured to the KEARSARGE and thelr treatment and disposition from KEARSARGE.

4. Does it indicate those patlents who received serlous injurles sufficlent to require that
they be hospitalized, -

A, TYes, it does, sir.

Q. Does 1t indicate personnel who may suffer permanent injurles?
A, Yes, it does, slr.

Q. I show you a plece of paper marked exhibit 33 for identificatlon and ask you if Phat 1s
the paper you have prepared?
A, Yes, sir, 1t 1is.

@. And the information in there 1s true and correct?
A. Yes, sir.

G. In order to save the time of the board, we request that this document be entered as exhlbit
33 and entered in the board's record.

Senlor Member: I would like to know the date that this was prepared.
Counsel for the board: Doctor, could you indicate the date that this was prepared?
Witness: Yes, sir, this was prepared on the 16th of June, today.
Benlor Member: Yes, this may be entered as exhibit 33.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board,
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Q. Doctor, in addition, did you take any action with respect to persons who lost their lives?
A. Yes, sir, I have, As Medical Officer of the ship receiving the survivors, I initiated
both the Death Certificates which have to be prepared for the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery and

I also prepered death reports which might be applicable to be forwerded to the Judge Advocate
General in certain cases.

Q. Would you produce the latter documents?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Coungel would like to point out to the bosrd, we have not yet
introduced into evidence as to the specific individuels wbo have lost their lives in this
collision. However, this 1s a case of calling a witness out of order, and we ask that these
documents be admitted into evidence subject to connecting testimony by a later witness.

Q. Can you produce them at this time, sir?
A. Yes, sir, I have them, I also have the one injury report.

Counsel for the board: At this time we ask the reporter to mark this as Exhibit 3k,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Q. To your knowledge is this & complete set of death reports applicable to the personnel on
board EVANS?

A. Yes, sir, 1t 1g, there is one death report, the man GLINES, who was recelved dead on

arrival on board KEARSARGE, the remainder are those of the missing who were declared dead and all
are identical. One different and 73 identical,

Counsel for the board: Counsgel offers thils ss exhlbit 34 and ask that it be admitted into
evidence subject to the substitution of other copies identical to the ones here. And of course
subject to the identity or confirmation of the identity of the onee involved.

Senior Member: Very well, these will be sdmitted in evidence as Exhibit 3%,

Counsel for the board: In eddition you have one other document, Doctor, would yon ldentify it
please?

Witness: Yes, sir, 1t is a RAVJAG 5800/15, it is an injury report to be sent to the Judge
Advocate General in cases of personnel who may suffer permanent disabllity due to an injury in
which no question of their misconduct or in line of duty arises.

Counsel for the board: What 1s the name of the man ident.ifieA there?
Witness: The name of the man 1s Rodriguiz, Marcos.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Q. Are there any other members who in your opinion are likely to suffer permanently disabllity?
A. No, slr, there are not,

Counsel for the board: Very well. We wlll ask that document be marked Exhibit 35. We request
that it be admitted.

Senior Member: It will be admitted as Exhibit 35.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by Senior Member.

§. Do we have a report that is up to date concerning BTC Mecayan?

A. No sir, the most recent revort we have are two messages from Naval Air Facillty. Cam Ran
Bay, dated the Lth and the 5th respectively, I did send a measage on the 6th or the Ttir asking for
a 1ittle more detail to what was done, and I have not received an answer to thet, but the messages
at this time indicated the prognozis was good, and I would assume that the nature of the injuiry to
Chief Macayan was approximately the same as the four patients we have here. He should be doing
approximately the same., We did receive a message saying there wae no additional injuries.

Counsel for the board: Doctor there are no further questions from counsel for the boerd.
However before you are excused you are advised that at this time you have an opportunity to state
any further matter that you think should be placed in the record of this investigation which has not
been brought out by questions previously asked you.

Witness: I understand what you said and I have nothing to add.

Counsel for the board: Therefore before excusing you, you are adviged that you should not
discuss your testimony with any other witness or allow any other witness to discuss his testimony
with you. Should anyone attempt to discuss your testimony with you or his testimony with you, you
should report to counsel or the board. You are excused.
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Lieutenant (Jg) Gerald Kenneth Payne, U, S, Naval Reserve, was called as a witness by counsel
for the board, was sworn and testifled ss follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Counsel for the board (Commander GLASS): LT Payne, you have been called as a witness in this
board of investlgation that 1s inquiring into the circumstances, which surround the collislon of
HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVANS, becmuse it 1s understood that you have evidence that may
assist the board in i1ts investigation, you are advised that the evidence 1s belng received in open
session of the board and the digclosure of classified information is not authorized during open
sesslon, Should the answer to any questlon thet you are asked regquire you to disclose classified
information, you are required not to answer the question, but to advise the board that the answer
would require you to disclose classified information. In such casee, you may presume the opportunity
to testify as to such ¢lassified information in closed session., If however, you can ansgwer the
guestion, elther in part or in genersl terms without disclosing specified classified detalls, you
should do so, advising the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session. Under Unlted
States law no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the enswer to which may tend to
ineriminate him, and you may, therefore, refuse to answer any such question. Ts that understood?

Witness: Yes, sir.

Questions by counsel for the bosrd (CDR Glass):

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization?
A. Lieutenant (junior grade) Gerald Kenneth Payne, United States Naval Reserve,

Q. And on the morning of the 2nd and 3rd of June last, what wae your appolntment, to what ship
were you attached? -
A. USS EVERETT F. LARSON (DD 820).

- .

Q. On the night of the collision between HMAS MELBOURE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, to what shlp
were you attached?
A. The MELBOURNE, do you mean what ship was I on, or what group were we a part of?

@. What shlp were you on?
A. USS EVERETT F, LARSON,

Q. And what was your position in that ship?
A, Junior Offlcer of the Deck,

Q. And did you stand a watch that night?
A, Yes, sir.

@. When did you arrive on the bridge to stand that watch?
A. Approximately 0350 Hotel,

@. Hotel time?
A. Yes, slr.

Q. Now, what would that be in Golf time?
A, It would be 0250, one hour earller.

Q. Well, if you wouldn't mind, would you keep 1t in Golf time for the rake of unlformity?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At that time, was the ship in company with other ships?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were they?
A. MELBOURNE, KYES, EVANS, and I think the BLACKPOOL and CLEOFATRA, I'm not sure.

Q. And, was that force zig zagglng or not?
~A. Yes, glr, 1t was.

Q. What wag the base course to which the zlg zag was applied?
A. 220,

Q. And, do you recall that s signal Formation ONE wes transmitted by MELBOURNE to FRANK E.
EVANS?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Can you recollect what time that was heard by you?
A, I would say approximately 0309 or 0308 Golf.

Q. And, st the time that messege wms transmitted, what was the course, when the zig zeg had
been applied to it?
A, At that time, we were on course 260,

Q. What was the course being actually ateered by your ship?
A. .At that time, I was on 280,
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Q. For purposes off
A. Just patrolling my sector.

Q. €Can you recollect when the next alteration of course was due?

A, Not clearly, it was probably about 4 or 5 minutes. Usually the zlg zags came within that
time frame.

o L&ﬁsog: that time, when the signal Formation ONE was recelved, where was MELBOURNE in relation

A. Bhe was 9300 yards off our starboard quarter.

Q. And EVANS?
A. She was almost abeam, I can't remember,

Q. Could you judge the course that MELBOURNE was steering at that time?
A, Yes sir, 1t appeared to be 260, because I could see her bow.

Q. With binoculars, did you have difficulty in observing the directlon in which she was
heading?
A, No, sir,

Q. Where were you statlioned at this particular time?
A. I was on the starboard wing of the bridge.

g. Qnd in that position were you mble to hear transmissions on the primary tactlcal circult?
. es, sir.

Q. What was the next one that you heard? - . . -
A, Well, after she gave Formation ONE, she passed her course which broke as 260,

Q. You Just sald she passed her course as 260, could you just elaborate on that she passed
her course?
A, Yes, sir, as being 260.

Q. And, was that tranemission distinct or indistinct?
A. I think it was pretty distinct. I could hear the, what she passed and what 1t broke to,
which I got from combat, plus I broke 1t myself.

Q. From?

A, CIC.

Q. They communicated with you on the circuit is that right?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. By what means?

A, Over the 21MC,

Q. 2IMC. That's called familiarly the "squawk box?”

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did jou hear any acknowledgement of that glgnal?
A. I can't remember if I did or not.

Q. At this stage did you have any visual observation of the two ships?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. What dld you see?
A. I could see the MELBOURNE on what appeared to be 260 and the EVANS peemingly turning but
I couldn't tell which way she was turning, I could tell she wasn't sbeam of me, I wasn't looking

at her broadside.

+

Q. Did you hear another message on the primary tactical clrcult?
A. Yes, slr, approximately 3 or 4 minutes later, I heard the MELBOURNE pass to the EVANS, I
can't remember what the exact message was, but i1t was to the effect that I hold you on & collision

course.

‘Q. And were you able to see anything at that stage?
A. I could see the EVANS starboard eide and the MELROURNE's bow still, she still sppeared to

be on & course of 260,

Q. Could you observe the relative bearing of EVANS to MELBOURNE?
A. No, sir.

Q. Wag there any reply that you heard to that last signall?
A. Yes, sir, I heard EVANS say, "Roger, my rudder 15 right full, out,"

Q. And what time intervened between the glgnal end the reply?
A. T would say that not more than 10 to 15 seconds.
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Q. What other trangmissions did you hear?

A, Well I think about 30 seconds after that, MELBOURNE passed back to the EVANS, I am coming
hard to port, or, I am coming hard left, I can't remember which.

Q. At this stage could you see any more clearly the relstive positions of the two shipe?

A. Yes, sir, At this time about a couple of minutes before or right then, MELBOURNE turned
on her masthead, rangehead lights on her island, two white lights and I could see her and I could
see the EVANS comlng across from left to right.

Q. And would you identify again the location of the lights which you saw?
A. They seemed to be on her igland.

Q. And in relation to each other how were they placed?
A. The second light was above and behind the first light.

Q. What was the next thing that you observed?

A. I saw the EVANS croes in front of the MELBOURNE, it was cut in half, and the stern sectlon
swung around, well I couldn't see it, it looked like it swung around parallel to MELBOURNE, The
bow sectlon seemed to tumble and there was a bilg cloud of steam and the MELBOURNE had a search light
come on elther on the flight deck or somewhere on the 1sland, I couldn't tell where, and then it
wag all obscured, I couldn't see anything.

Q. Did you see any lightas on MELBOURNE apart from the ones you mentloned?
A. No, eilr, I couldn't.

Q. Well, of theae two lights, one of which you sald was higher then the other and behlnd 1t
could you see whether the higher rear 1light was to the left or to the right of the lower?
A, It was to the right, ’ - . .

Q. And you sald that EVANS was seen by you to come across from left to right?
A. Yes, slir.

Q. Could you describe that motion in little more detail?
A. MELBOURNE looked to be like this with the EVANS coming thls way.

Q. Would you care to use the peneil and the chart?
A, Yes,.

@, Draw two arrows, one labelkd M and one iabelpd E representing the headings of the two ships?
A, Yes, sir. (Witness drew sketch indicating the directlons of the MELBOQURRE and EVANS)

Q. What was the range from you to the point of collision approximately?
A. 9300 yards.

Q. Would you put that in on your drawing, draw a line and label 1t?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that chart marked for identification exhiblt 36.

Q. And could you merk where true north 1s on your diagrem?
A, (Witness indicated north on the chart by marking a directlon with an arrow)

Senlor Member: This 1s admitted as exhiblt 36 to this investigation.
Counsel for the board: Counsel have no further questions of this witness.

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Questions by Senior Member:

Q. Mr. Payne, with relation to the navigation lights which you testified you sew, could you
asslst us in establishing more definitely the time at which these were first seen by you?

A. I think I first saw them when MELBOURNE passed to EVANS that she was on & collislon course,
Tt was near there, I'm not quite sure when they came on.

Q. Prior to that mement, did you see any 1lights at all on MELBOURNE?
A. Ro, sir. .

Q. At the time that you first saw lights, you reported that'you first saw two white lights,

41d you see any colored llghts?
A. Ko, sir, I couldn't see any sir.

Q. Did you look through your binoculars at that time?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. So that at range 9300 yards, you saw two white lights but no colored lighta?
A. No, sir.

Q. And no other lights?
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A. No, sir.

Q. Did you during the watch for which
time have apon dur you arrived on the bridge at 0255 Golf time, at any

A. Yes, sir.

Q. During what period?
A, Froam 0303 Golf to approximately 0318, when the Ce
ptain came on the bridge and we went to
general quarters, at which time the Officer Sf the Deck took the co
nn and two minut
it to the Captain, and the Captain took the conn. minutes later gave

Q. What was the relative bearing of MELBOURMNE from LARSCN?
A. Approximately 160, 165 degrees relative. She was on our starboard quarter.

Q. And you testified that at about this time you saw MELBOURNE's bow?:
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Could you describe in more detall what you saw in regard to MELBOURNE?
A, Well I could see her bow approximetely like this (indicating direction by movement of

" iougsel for the board: Sir, may we ask the witness to drew agein, the record will not reflect
his hand.

Senior Member: There 15 a way we can get at this.

ad. Are you famillar with the term target angle?
A, Yes, sir. --

Q. What was MELECOURNE's target angle?
A. About 330, 340 approximately,

Senior Member: The board has nc further questions,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BCARD
Questions by counsel for the boarad (Commander GLASS)

Q. One final question, sir. During the period that you were on the bridge, was the zlg
zarginrg at any time discontinued and resumed?
A, UNo, sir.

Counsel for the board: You have the privilege at this time, if you wish to make a further
statement about any matter relevant to this inquiry, which you feel has not been brought out by
the questioning to date. Is there anything additionml you wish to state?

Witness: No, sir.

Counsel for the board: You are requested not to discuss your evidence with anyone other than
the board or counsel for the board, and you are not to allow any witness to talk to you about his
testimony, and if anyone wishes to talk to you about his testimony or yours, you are to inform

the board, 1s that understood?
Witness: Yes, sir.
Counsel for the board: You are excused then,

Encign Thomas Churchill Kuehn, United States Naval Reserve, was called as a witness by counsel
for the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

Coungel for the Board: Ensign KUEHN, you have been called as & witness in this baard of
investigation, which 1e inquiring into the circumstances which surround the collizion of HMAS
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may agslist
the board in its investigation., You are advised that the evidence is being recelved in open
session of the board and the disclosure of classified informetion is not muthorized during open
gession. Should the answer to any questlon that you are asked require you to dilsclose clasgified
information, you are required not to answer the questlon but to advise the board that the answer
would require you to disclose classified information., In such cases, you will be given the
opportunity to testify as to such classified information in closed session, If, however, you can
answer the question, elther in part or in general terms without disclosing specified clapslfled
details, you should do 8o advising the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session.
Under United States law no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which
may tend to incriminate him, and you may, therefore, refuse to answer any such questlon, Is that

undergtood?

Witnesg: Yes sir.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (Commander GLABS)
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Q. Would you state your full name, rank and organization?
N A. Thomas Churchill Kuehn, Engign, U, S, Neval Reserve, gervice number 745221, designater
1105.
[

Q. And on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June, what ship were you serving in?
A. USS EVERETT F. LARSCN (DD 820) .

Q. Did you stand a watch that night?
A. Yes, sir, I stood the OLOO to 0BOO watch in combat.

Q. That's Hotel time, 1s it?
A, Yee, sir.

Q. BSo, in Golf Lime, when did you arrive on the bridge?
A. In golf time, I would have arrived in Combat Information Center around 0255.

Q. And you took over the watch in CIC at that time, did you?
A. Yes, sgir.

2. And did you remain there, from that time, until the time the collieion occurred of which
you later heard?
A, Yes, sir.

2. And on that watch, was a log kept of the messages received on the FRITAC circuit?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: May this book be marked exhibit 37 for identification,

EXAMINATION BY THE COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd) : .

Q. Would you look at this log, and say if it was the log that was kept in CIC that night?
A. This is the log from our ship, I don't know where the proper pages are.

Q. Could I help you?
A. Yes, sir.

ERINEY Q. Can you say, by looking at that record, that it contains all the messages that were

TNy received in the CIC Room msbomrd USS LARSON that nlight?

—— A. Yes, sir, although there is one exception. When we were going on I think that my recorder
misse! one that night, My other watchstander did hear the message and interpreted it as such.

Senlor Member: Mr. Kuehn, would you please speak loudly and clearly so we can hear your
testirony, it is cf great interest to us,

Witness: Yes, sir,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
4. Please continue?

A. During the watch one of the messages, I believe, it was passed over the FPRITAC, was not
logged.

Q. Are you able to tell us what that message was? .

A. No, eir, but the other men in the watch section did hear it and remember it, but they didn’t
record it. I was at the time quite Interested in what waa happening, and I didn't quite understand
all the messages, I can't repeat them actually what they were,

Q. Other than that one message, it 15 your belief that all messages were logged that night.
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that book in evidence as Exhibit 37.
Senlor Member: Are the time entries in thie log in ZULY, GOLF or HOTEL time, Mr. Kuehn?

Witness: ZULU time, sir,

Serior Member: Mr. Kushn, would you review again this perticular page, and glve me your view
a5 to what time zone 1s in effect? .

A, Hotel time, sir.
Senior Member: It may be mdmitted into evidence as exhiblt 37.
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD (Cont'd) -

Q. According to your understanding, what was the message received about the time of the collieion, and what log
was made of thes record? .
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} A, Well, first off, the message that I distinctly remember, and know it'as logged, 1s the
MELECIRNE coming up, and saylng what course she was on, MELBOURNE sald what course she was on,
and then that was logged in there, and then MELBOURNE said to EVANS, "You are on a collision course,”
or something to that effect, That was logged in there, and then, as I understand, EVANS later on

:ﬁd; "I am coming right" or "I have hard right rudder on” and I don't believe that was logged in
re,

Q. Did you hear that message?
A. I dlan't hear it.

Counsel for the board: The counsel has no more questions for this witneas.
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BQARD

Questions by the Senior Member:

Q. Mr, Kuehn, during the watch that we've been discussing in CIC of USS EVERETT F, LARSON,
how many total pecple were on watch on this occasion?
A. There were five parsonnel other than myself,

Q. Were there any other officers other than you?
“n A. Not in combat, I was the only officer in combat.

Q. You've teatified that you heard a message from MELBOURNE to EVANS, saying that EVANS was on
a collision course?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Can you tell us what was the range betwsen MELBOURNE and EVANS at that time?
A. I cannot say, sir.

Q. During the watch that we've been discussing, was there any time ¢heck to synchronlize the
clocks, either internally within the ship or given over radio circuits externslly from the ship?
A. HNo, sir, not while I waz on watch,

Senior Member: The board has no further questions.

Counsel for the board: You have an opportunity at this time, if you wish, to make a Ffurther
statement sbout any matter relevant to this inquiry, which you feel has not been brought out by
the questioning to date. Is there anything additional you wish to state?

Witness: WNo, sir,

Counsel for the board: You are requested then not to discuss your evidence with anyone other
than the board or counsel for the board, and you are not to allow any witness to talk to you about
his testimony, and if anyone wishes to talk to you sbout his testimony or yours, you are to Inform
the board, is that understoocd?

Witness: Yes, sir,

Counasel for the board: You are excused.
Senior Member: We will have a brief recees now.

The board recessed at 1543, 16 June 1969,
The board omened at 1600, 16 June 1969,
A1l persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were agein present.

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this 1s an open session. Anyone who may
be exepected to be called as a witness is asked to withdiraw from the board room et this time.

Lieutenant Russell David Lamb, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for
the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board {CDR Glass):

Counsel for the Board: LT Lamb, you have been called as a witness in this board of investigation
waich is inquiring into the circumstances which surround the colliaion of HMAS MELBOURKE and Uss
FRANE E. EVANS becamuse it is understood that you have evidence that may assist the board in its
investigation. You are advised that the svidence is being received in open session of the board and
the disclosure of classified information.is not authorized during open session. Should the answer
to any questlion that you are asked require you to disclose classified information, you are required
not to answer the question but to sdvise the board that the answer would require you to disclose
claasified information. In such cases you may presume the opportunity to testify as to such -
classified information in closed session, Xf however, you can answer the questlon, elther in part
or in general terms, without disclosing specified classified detalls, you should do s0, advising
the board of your desirs to amplify in later closed session. Under Australian law it iz necessary
to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question, the answer to vhich may tend to expose you

* to any penalty or forfelture. It will %e for you to raise the objection, and for the board to
decide whether you must answer the question or not. I that understood?

Witness: Yes, »ir,
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Q. Would you state your name, grade and present appointment?
A. Russell David Lamb, Lieutenant, Royal Australian Navy. My present appointment ls gunnery
officer, HMAS MELBOURNE.

Q. And aid you hold that appointment on the night of the 2nd, 3rd June 19697
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And on that night, did you keep a watch on the bridge?
A. T 414, sir, from midnight until gbout 0300 on the morning of the 3rd of June.

. Q. Would you pleaze tell us the experience and tralning you haye had as a bridge watch keeping
officer?

A. From the time I graduated from the Naval College at the end of 1960, I served about 18
months as the second officer of the watch of various ships, as & cadet, as a midshipmen and then

as an acting sub-lieutenant. I recelved my watch keeping certificate from the Captain of HMAS
VENDETTA in February of 1964, Subsequently T sarved about five days, having recelved my certificate
in that ship watch keeping, and then I joined HMAS BANKS for 18 months. There was nothing further
until I joined MELBOURNE in September of last year.

Q. During the 18 months you spent 1n BANKS, what part of that time was spent at sea? .
A. Overall, I expect it was about 12 months total at sea, sir.

Q. And during that period, did you keep watches?
A. I did, sir.

Q. Now, you have sald that you came to the bridge about midnight that night, did you gee any
night orders there from the captain? ' '
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And did you read them?

A. Yes, slr. - -

Q. Can you recollsct, in general terms, to what they referred?

A. Yes, sir, they referred ..., do you want me to detmil what I actually saw in the way of

courses and speeds.

Q. Yes, if you would?

A. The night orders stated that the base course of the force wae 220 with a speed of 18 xnots.
The force in which there were five, six ships including MELBOURNE, was doing a short leg zlg zag,
which was 13 SIERRA, the base course of which was 200 and the zerc time was 2300. As well f£n the -
night orders, it warned me to keep a close watch on gll the ships in company, and to inform the
Captain immediately if any ghip was getting out of station or locked to be getting nesr other ships.
Also, it stated to call the Captain as usual, and for 20 minutes before flying, and at my recollection
about five o'cloek. :

Q. What persons were manning the bridge during that watch?

A. There was the second officer of the watch, Sub-Lieutensant Vorobieff. There were two
tactical operators. There was one leading tacticai operator and one tactical operator manning the
tactical primary circuit. There was also a boatswain's mate, who is an ordinary seaman, ang &
bridge messenger, who is glso an ordinary seaman.

Q. How did the leading tactical operator and the tactical operator share, between them, the
duties of manning the primary tactical operator?

A. To the best of my knowledge, sir, the tactical operator himself stayed on the circuit the
whole time, the leading tactical operator was avallable to ask gquestions and to receive and transmit
orders as given by either myself, or the Captaln if he was on the bridge. '

Q. What was the state of readiness of the ship during this watch?
A. What do you mean, sir?

Q. Well for the purposes of ship operations, flying operations, damage control purposes?

A. The damage control state was 3 X-RAY, The ship was fully darkened. This was for night
operations, We were not purning any navigation lights at @11, and there sbould have not been any
other lights showlng onboard, A1l other ships in the force were gimilarly darkened, We were
expecting sutmarine attack at the time, and, in fact, that was also in the Captain's Night Orders,
that the submarine was expected sometlme during that period. That was in general the state of the

ship's readiness,

Q. Wnen was it that the Captain appeared on the bridge?

A. The Captain appeared, Well, during that watch he was called twice, earlier for two
gubmarine contacts each about 15, 20 minutes apart, When it appearesd that both contects were not
sutmarines, he went back to his bed.

Q. Approximately when were those two calls made and responded to?

A. The first ope was at about 2 o'clock to the best of my recollsction, sir. Subsequently I
informed him each time helicopters were being #lown on and off the ship. At that time, I informed
him that the helicopters were about to be launched to go out to take their place on the screen, He
came onto the bridge and watched their launch, then went back to his bed again. At about 2:30 the "
helicopters were due to be returned to be refuelled and to go back again after retueding. I shock
him at sbout 2:30 vhen they were on there way back, He came onto the bridge, watched the helicopters
landing, and watched them refuel for some five minutes, Bubsequently he told me he was goling down
to the Operations Roam where he stayed Por sbout half an hour to U5 minutes, and he came back onto

the bridge at about 5 peast three,
Q. During the period up to three o'clock, had the pig zag continued uninterrupted or nott

A. Tt had, sir, yes.
- PEGLASRITED
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. Q. It had what?
A. Tt had been interrupted.

Q. At what times and for vhat purposes had it been interupted?
A, It was interrupted for sbout 10 minutes, perhwps 2 minutes lass, 3 minutes less, between 2:30
and a quarter to three, The exact times I cannot recollect.

Q, For What purposes?

A. The zig zag stopped so that the helicopters couid land on the ghip, and be refusled and take offl
egain, so that the helicopters would not be embarrassed by the ship turning, doing the zig zag while they
were elther taking off or landing on.

Q. During the period when the zig zag was stopped, did the shipe maintain a steady course Or Was it
altered? '
A. The course was altered, sir, several times.

Q@ In what manner?

A, The zig zag was stopped by signal, Bubsequently, the Captain turned around to me and asked we what
wap the next course and what was the next time of the next leg of the 2ig zag, I told him. I cannot
yemamber what they wers. Subsequently, all ghips wers turned together to the new courses, as should have
been steersd at that time of the zlg zag. Thare were about 3 alteraticns to the best of my recollection.

Q. And on each occasion did it hnppeﬁ in the same way, by order from the gulde ghip, all shipr turrn

together?
A, Yes, sir.
o o -
- Q. And i1z it in your recollection that in this way the zig zag was roughly followed?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What was done to recomsence the zig zag. ..

A, When the helicopters were gone, having been refuelkd, the Captain turned to the sleading tactical
operator on the bridge on watch at the time and sald "resume the 2ig zeg". This was dbne, and to me it meart
resuming the previous zig zag, which was base course of 220.

Q. At what speed?
A. 18 knots, sir.

Q. At appromimately what time was that base course and zlg zag resumed?
A. It was about a quarter to three, slr. It could have been five minutes either vay.

Q. And at the time it was resured, was a zero time glven for the zig zag?
A. It was not, sir.

Q. What was the zero time used for the zig zeg then?
A. 2300, sir.

2. Do you recall a Formation ONE signel from MELBOURNE to EVANS?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Approximstely when was that given?
A, Tt was about ten minutes pest three, sir.

Q. And whet wes the ceurse then being steered?
A. Course being steered by MELBOURNE was 260, sir,

@. At what time had she turned to that course?
A. The leg of the zig zag was due at 7 minutes past three, 0307, at which time I put on the
wheel to come around to course 260, We reached that course sbout a minute, a minute and a hslf later.

Q. When was the next alteration called for?
A, I cannot recall now, sir,

Q. At that time, how large & range did you have in seeing other ships in company using binoculars?

A, I could see all ships in campany, gir, both with the naked eye and with binoculars. Using
binoculars I could see them very clearly, with the naked eye, I could see the further ships as a black
mass on the horizon.

Q. At this time when the Formation ONE signal was given, did you observe EVANS poeltion?
A, I d4id, sir.

Q. Where waas she relative to MELBOURNE?
A, 5She was 20 degrees on MELEOURNE's port bow, at a range between 2,500 ana 3,000 yards.

Q. How did you determine that rangey

A, Some ten minutes before, at about 0300, I put the range ring of the redar on the bridge,
set it at 3,000 yards which was the minimum distance of the sectors to vhich the nearest ships were,
go that I knew that by glancing at the reder ingtantly whether any ship was within 3,000 yar's and
to watch them more closely.

Q. And looking at the radar, where did you see EVANS position reglster?
A, Just inside the range ring or the range strobe, which was set at 3,000 yards, sir.
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Q. It had been set there how long before you observed EVANS position by 1t?
A. Tt had been set about 10 minutes, sir,

Q. Is it possible or not possible that it might have been moved by someone else during that
ten minutea? -

A. Tt is possible, sir, yes.

Q. Well, at the time when you observed EVANS position visually and judged her ramge from the radar
display, were you able visually to judge her course?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. What did you judge it to be?
A. I judged 1t to be roughly parallel to ours, in other words about 260,

Q. When was "Formation ONE" mignalled _to EVANS?
A. About 0310, sir, or shortly after.’

Q. When that happened, where was the Captain?
A, The Captain was on the bridge, next to me, sir,

Q. VWhen in your opinion, if ever, did he relieve you of the conn of the ship?
A. At a later stage, sir, when he gave me an order, port 30.

Q. Well, we'll come to that later, When Formation QNE was ordered, was anything directed by the
Captain to be done?
A, Yes, sir, He told me first of all to switch on navigation lights at full brilliance.

Q. And what did you do in performance of that order?

A. The master switch for these lights 1s just forward of the pelorus on the bridge, I switched
on these lights, checked them. In fact, they were dim, a0 I told the second Officer of the watch to
turn the brilliance control up. The brilliance conotrol is situated at the back of the bridge, He
turned 1t the wrong way first which put tham off and subsequently some seconds later turned tham up to
full brilliance,

Q. And what lights dld you satisfy yourself were at full brilliance a= fram that time?

A, I checked myself, You can see one light, the forward steaming light, from the bridge itself,
I checked that one, 1t was burning brightly, I told the mecond officer of the watch to go and check the
second masthead steaming light to see Af 1t wes burning and also the port and starboard navigation
1ight.

Q. Did you recelve :a report frem him?
A, T aiad, sir,

Q. What was his report?
A, He told me they were brrning brightly.

Q. Are all those 1ights controlled by one switch or different switches?
A. By one switch, slr,

Q. And who switched 1t on?
A, I4id, sir,

Q. What was the state of lighting in the ship wp 't:l.:l.'L that moment?
A, We had been completly darkened, sir,

Q. Had there been 1ighting displaye=d earlier?
A, Yes, there had been on our flight deck, on the MELBOIRNE's flight deck, the moonlighting which
they use for moving alrcraft around the deck, That had been on and was subsequently switched off,

Q. What lights are provided on MELBOURNE's flight deck?
A, There are a serles of .,. 1t's called moonlighting, which 1s switched on and cnntrolled from the
flying position and they shine on from the mast on the bridge superstructure area onto the flight deck.

Q. How many are there and in what positions are they located?

A, I do not know the full answer to that, sir. The exact positions of them, I know that there are
two, one of whi:ch shines forward of the 1sland, another set which shine on midghips section of the flight
deck, and I assume that there is also a third light which ahines aft of the island,.

Q. Up till what time were those lights burning on the flight deck?
A. Up to about 1;30 till 2:00 sir, I cannot recall exactly when.

Q. In what circumstances Bad they been gwitched off?

A, When I first went onto the bridge at midnight, the lights were on then. It was beglning to
worry me a little about the movements of the other ships. I could not see them exactly as I had wished
because of the reflections coming from aircraft on the flight deck. So I acked them to be swlitched off.
They said they =till had some more alrcraft to move, and in eabout an half &n hour after I asked them at
about one o'clock they went off,

Q. Do you know whether at any time before the collision those flight deck lighte were switched on again?
A. To the best of my knowledge sir, they did not. I 414 not see them switched on.
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Q. If ‘the ones abaft the bridge, the island, were awltched on, would you have been awvere of 1t?
. A, Poasibly not, sir, no.

Q. If the onzs forward of the bridge had been switched on, would you have been aware of it.
A. Yes, T would have, air, )

§. Who is the person who has the authority to control those lights on the flight deck?
A, The Commander Alr of the ship sir, delegated to his Lieutenant Commander Flying, or to the
duty air officer of the deck,

Q. VUp till the time of the collision, did you hear anyone give orders for the flight deck lights
to be switched on or off?
A. BNo, sir.

Q. Coming back to the Formation ONE slgnal which you thought was given about 0310, in what way did
EVANS respond to that signal?
A. She turned to starboard, sir.

Q. Yes? Nu,;.l, _
A, And came annd' thrOughf about 160 degrees 8o that she was steering almost directly at MELBDURKE.

Q, And what was her course?
A, Her course?

Q. I'm sorry. What was her bearing, her relative bearing?
A. When she had steadied on a courase coming directly for us, I took a bearing which made her 15
degrees on MELBOURNE's port bow,

Q. Where did you take that bearing?

A. I toox it fram the bridge pelorus, sir.

Q. Was anv message originated around this time, T ) v

A, Yes, sir, There ere tvo messages around this time, The first one, about when she had commenced

her turn, the Captain told the signalman to tell her we were steering a course of 260,

Q. Where was this in relation to the time you read off her pearing on the pelorus?
A, It was some minutes before, sir,

Q. And was the megsage sent in plain language or code?
A. I understand it was sent in plain language, sir, but have since learned that it was sent in code.

Q. What did you hear the Captain say to the tactical coperator?
A. I heard him say tell EVANS my course is 260.

Q. And at that time what was EVANS doing?
A. EVANS had Just started her turn, sir, her turn to starboard.

Q. And did you hear any reaction from the tacticsl operator? .

A. My recollection is that he repeated that, that we were steering 260. He passed the message
and T heard him come back and mey "message passed, sir".

Tt

Q. You say you saw the EVANS steady?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. How long was that, eo far as you can recollect, after the Captaln ordered that message “be-be
to be gent? '
A. Times I cannot remember exactly, sir. I could try to reconstruct, but I prefer not to

Q. When the EVANS steadied on the course you read as 245 what vas MELBOURNfe course?
A. MELBOURNE's course was 260, sir.

Q. Bearing 245, 1'm sorry, MELBOURNE's course was 260.
A, Yes, olr.

Q. uhat was the next message you heard?
A. The next message. I heard the Captain turm to the signalman and say, "Tell EVANS that she
s on a collision cowrse".

Q. When did you hear that order given in relation to the time when EVANS steadied?
A, Bome 15 to 30 ssconde later, sir.

Q. what were you doing at the time the Captain ordered that signal to be passed?
A. 1 was watching EVANS through my binoculars, sir.

Q. Did the tactical operator say anything later about that message? TRy
A. 1 camnot remesber. I think he came back and said message passed. 1 cannot wvhether
he did yer not,

Q. After EVANS had steadied on a besring of 245, did you notice any later change.
A. 1 414, eir. As 1 wvas watching through wy binoculars, her aspect when she first steadied
her masts YWere alwmost directly in line and her bow was very close to coming almost straight

&t us, Bubsequently as I watched she appeared to come around to port, altered course to port some
10 to 20 degrees, I could see this quite clearly, The mast came from being in line. The mast
opened and I saw her starboard bow, The moon shone on her starboard bow and I could just faintly
see her pennant numbers shining in the moonlight,
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Q. Pennant oumbers shining - did you see anything else on the EVANS at that time?

A. When she Tirst turned and stendied, I saw a red light which showed momentarily for between
five and ten seconds. This was on the level of her bridge, about ahidships on her bridge, My
immediate reaction was that it was a signallng lantern which American ships use - red signaling
lanterns at night. And because I did not see any other lighte at all, I sssumed that is what it
was,

Q. But that is just an assumption you make?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you obmerve sbout this alteration to port on EVANS part? Did it continue or did
she steady on it?
A. She steadied, sir, having turned through sbout 10 and 20 degrees.

Q. What was the next thing that happened?

A. The next thirg that happened, sa I noticed har come around to port and steady, the Captain
gaid to me, "Port thirty." I repeated the order to the wheel house. As the order was passed it was
repeated back to me from the wheel house, The Captein sald, "Port 35". I repeated the order to
. -the wheel house, "Port 35 quartermaster on the wheel”, Up to that stage sauprdinary seaman had been
on the wheel, .

Q. Wes anyting else done at that time?
A. As the ship commenced to swing, the Captain told the signalman of the watch, "Tell EVANS
that we are coming to port".

Q. Anything else? Any sound signala?
A. Yes, ag we commenced our turn, the ship had actually started swinging, perhaps five degrees
we had moved by this stage, the Captain said, sound two short blasts,

Q. Who d4id that?
A. T don't know who did it, sir, there were three of us that went for the handle. I do not
know who got there. I know I didrn't, first. . . . *

Q. Was it done?
A. Tt was done, yes, sir.

Q. You said that MELBOURNE started turning, in which direction?
A, To port, sir,

Q. Did you observe what effect this hsd on EVANS relative bearing to MELBOURNE?

A. The begring moved from 15 degrees on the port bow, moved slowly &t first, and then as we
commenced our swing, as the swing got faster, she moved from that position to right ahead tinl
finally she was about 10 to 15 degrees on our starboard bow, air,

Q. What was the next thing you noticed?
A. The next thing that T noticed, - I was still watching her through my binoculars at this
etage - suddenly saw her turning to sterboard.

Q. Stopping there can you estimate the direction of MELBOURNE's head at the time you zaw EVANS
commence her turn to starboard?
A. Tt would have been somewhere between 230 and 240, sir.

Q. At this time did you heer any messages belng exchanged between the ehips?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were they? .

A. I did not hear the messages., I heard the report being made by the signalman of the watch
as 8 result of what came over the circuit. When the Captain said tell him I am comlng to port, the
gignelman went to the circuit, the message was passed. He came back mome seconds later and said
message passed, sir, She eays she is coming hard right. In fact I had already noticed that she
was coming right by the time the signalman had told us that he had heard this,

Q. By this time where was EVANS bearing relative to MELBOURNE ?
A, It was between 10 to 20 degrees on our starboard bow, sir.

. And how far off?
. My estimate was about 400 yards,

. MELBOURNE was coming hard to port and EVANS was coming hard to starboard.

wWhat effect did this have on the range between them?

Q
A
Q. And what were the two ships doing at this stage?
A
Q.
A. It closed very rapidly, sir.

Q. Were any engine orders given?
A. I gave the order "stop both engines” shortly before both ships collided. Just before the
ghips actually hit, the Captain ordered me to go full astern both engines.

Q. Any pipes made?
A. Beg your pardon, sir.

Q. Were any pipes made?

A, Yes, sir. When it wae obvious that we were going to hit EVANS, the Captain turned around
and #eid sound hands to collision stations, The Navigating Officer, Commander Horton, went to the
broadcast box and made the pipe, “Hands to collisions stations™,
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Q. What was the angle between the heading of the two ships when they collided?
. A, My estimate iz that we were at right angles at collision, sir.

Q. And vwhere on the EVANS did the collision occur?
A, It was just abaft her bridge superstructure, sir, Right about midships. -

Q. And what part of MELBOURNE was initially involved?
A. The bow, sir.

Q. What was the approximate time that this occurred?

A. Tt was about 3:15, sir. I didn't look at a clock at that stage, I can't tell you the
exact time,

Q. At the time of the collision, what do you estimste ag the hemding of MELBOURNE?
A. T did not look to see what the heading was, my estimate is between 200 and 220, sir,
anywhere between those two numbers.

Q. What 41d you observe so far as lighting was concerned in relation to EVANS during this
period?

A. Except for that one red light which I saw initially when, after she had first turned, I
did not see any other lights at all until after we had hit her, sir.

Q. Did you hear from her, any sound signals?
A. No, sir,

Q. If both ships had continued on their course without alteration, what, in your opinion,
would probably have happened?
A. ¥Which course was this, sir?

Q. Before MELBOURNE went port or EVANS went starboard?
A, She was on a steady bearing, sir, and the ghips would have hit 1f neither ship would have
altered course, ' E . !

Q. If MELBOURNE would have made the alteration she did and EVANS hed not altered course, what,
in your opinion, would have happened?
A. I estimate we would have cleared her, sir.

Q. IT MELBCURNE would have remained on course and not altered and EVANS had turned as she 4i4,
what do you estimate would have happened?

A, T wouldn't like to comment on that, gir, she may have hit, she may not have, I don't
know, It would have been close.

Q. Have you been able to testify today from your unailded recollectlon or using notes which
you made?
A. Using notes that I made very shortly after the collision, sir,

Q. What time was that?

A. I first commenced making notes at about 3:30. I was relieved very quickly as Officer of
the Watch. I made notes then, betwmen 3:30 and 4:00, and then at L4:00 from the rough notes that
I had made another copy.

Q. Could you tell us the reason that you were relieved at that time?

A. Shortly after the collision, the Captain gave the order, "Sound hands to emergency stations."”
When hands go to emergency stations, another officer has station as officer of the watch and that
is the reason why I was relieved.

Q. Did you observe what was being done by way of rescue operations?

A, Not really, sir. I only have a very vague idea, I didn't go down to gee what was golng
on because the subsequent half hour I was writing up these notes as I had been ordered to do by
the navigating officer.

Q. I asked you in relation to your evlidence, about engine ordere, you sald, I think, that you
first went to stop engines and then to full astern, ls that the emergency procedure or not?
A. To go full astern, sir?

Q. To do i1t in two operations or in one?

A. I have never been on the bridge before, sir, where we had to go full astern, 8ir, I
really do not know, I think it probably varies from ship to ship, That 1s my experience, although
that was the first time I actually ever had to give the order, sir,

Q. And at what stage were the two orders glven in relation to the collision?
A. The stop both engines was given about 15 peconds before we hit, and the full astern both
englnes was glven Just at the time we hit.

Q. You mentioned that you took a bearing on EVANS on the pelorus at one stage. Did you take
any others in addition to that? .

A. I took her bearing 3 times as I remember, at each stage very close together, and this was
in between her steadying on her course and comlng towards us and the Captain glving the order,
"Port thirty."

Q. And what were the other bpearinge you obtained?
A, The three bearings were alli the same, sir, 2L5,

Q. Did you take a range at the time on the radar display?

A, I did not, sir, no,
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Q. Where were you staticned on the bridge during this period from Formation OFE to collision?
A, T was behind the pelorus in the conning position the whole time, sir, except for one
occasion when the Captain said sound two short blasts. I went over to 'make sure that somebody

else was going for it, and when I saw that aomebody else had gone for the handle, I resumed my
position, .

Q. Where is that handle located on the bridge? . .
A. Well there are two handles, sir, one on either wing of the bridge. The one that was
eventually sounded was the one on the starboard side aft of the bridge.

Q. And where was the Captain standing during this period?

A, He was standing to my left and slightly ahead of me, sir, Just in front of the Captain's
Chalr on the bridge.

Q. And did you see the navigator there at any time?

A. I 4d1d, elr, He arrived on the bridge as I was giving the order to the wheel house to port
30 and port 35.

Q. And vhere did he take his position?

A. Initislly he was to my left on the same level as me, Bubsequently he moved over to my
right.

Q. Where was the Junior Officer of the Watch during this period?

A. When the pignel was sent telling EVANS to take Formation ONE, I sent the second officer of
the watch to shake the navigating officer, He then came back and arrived at mbout the same time
as the Captain said switch on navigation lights. He then checked that, and his position throughout

most of the subsequent actlon was to the right and slightly behind me in about the vicinity of the
radar screen on the bridge,

Q. And the leading tacticel operator and the tactical operator, where were they?

A. The tacticel operator 1s sitting down, behind the chart house, The leading tactical
operator went from that position working the circult to my left. He went backwards and forwards
passing the messages.

Q. Where 15 the circuf¥ actually located?
A, It i located on the after end of the bridge, amidships,

Counsel for the board: Counsel have no more questions at this stage.

Benior Member: We will have a short recess. 1642 bours, 16 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1700 hours, 16 June 196%.

All persons connected with the board who were present vhen the open session of the board
recessed are again pressnt., Lisutenant Lamb resumed his seat in the witness chair.

~ Counsel for the bcard (CDR Glass): Any person who thinks he may be a witness or has been
told that he 4is a witness is asked to withdraw.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the Counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Lieutenant Lamb, is it the practice, or was it the practice, at the time on the MELBOURNE

‘for the Officer of the Watch to keep a notebook?

A. Yes, #ir.

Q. And from that notebook what other record did he make up?
A. The log, air, the Master Llog.

Q. Also know/as the Deck Log?
A. Yes, sir,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers this document labeled "Officer of the
Wacch -lﬂ';h-t Book" as marked for identification Exhibit 38.
»§ve
Q. 1s that the document, MFI 38, the Officer of the Watch Notsbook that you kept that night?
A. Yas, sir, 1 should explain hers that I did not actually keep it myself. The Second
Officer of the Watch wrote it out as thess events occurred.

Q. And did you have a chance from this notebcok tv make up the Deck Log in the ship for that
night?
A. Yes, air.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Couyld this be marked for identification as Exhibit 39?

Q. Is MFI 39 the Bridge log?
A, Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Cowmsel suggests to the board that these documents speak
for themselves and be admitted into evidence as Exhibits 38 and 39, it being imderatood that only
those parts relating to the night in question are offered into evidence.

Senior Member: Very well, Commander.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel also offer this photograph to be marked Exhibit 40
for identificatiom.

qQ. ,Il that a photo of an "aide memofire" which i{s kept on the bridge in relation to zigzag
courses? .

A. That is, »sir.
Counsel for the board {(CDR Glass): Counsel offer that in evidence as Exhibit 40,

Q. 1 should establish that this was the condition of the "aide memofire" during the time immed-
iately before the collision?
A. To the best of my recollection, sir, it was, yes.

Q. 1s there a loudspeaker on the bridge by means of which PRITAC messages can be smplified
to a perscn there?
A. Yes, there is, sir.

Q. Was it switched on that aight?
A. 1t may have been switched on but it was not loud, It was not switched up loud enough so
that I could hear it, sir.

Q. Did you hear any "Roger" from EVANS for your aignal "My course 2607
A. I personally did not hear a "Roger”, sir, on that.

Q. I ask you with respect to the engine ordars this question. If the engines had been
stopped or reversed, at an earlier time, would that have prevented a collision?
A. In my opinion, no, sir.

Q. Whatireason do you give for holding that view?

A. Becauae in a large ship such as the MELBOURNE, {t takes some considerable time for the way
of the ship to be,.correction, the ship to be actually stopped or any effect of going astern to
be felt in the forward motion of that. My estimation is two to three minutes perhaps before any
perceptible motion could have been felt in stopping before the movement.

Senior Member: The board has a questionm.
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. What was the length of time between the time EVANS was told she was on collision course

and the collision itself?
A. To the best of my recollaction, sir, about two minutes.

Q. Could there have been mmy alteration in MELBOURNE's spesd if the engines had been atopped

or reversed at that time?
A, May have just been started, sir, yss.

Q. If MELEOURNEZ's engines had baen put full astern at the time 1t was determined that EVANS
was on a collision course, if 1 understand you, sha may have just been stopped or just started to
slow?

A. Just started to slow, »ir.

.Q. A fev minutes later?
A. Yeos, air.

. Counse] for the board (CDR Glass): On thaet might I follow it up, sir?
EXAMINATION BY QOUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the Counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Two minutes later, vhat do you adtimate would have been the axtent to which this 'spud

would have besn Teducad? _
A. Difficult to estimate, oir, perkaps ome knot, perhape two. I do not know exactly.

Q. Did you |1v'e'conl1derntion at the time to atopping the engines or reversing them?
A. 1 did not, sir. - - . -

Q. In your opiniom, would an earlier change of course in MELBOURNE have prevented the collision?
A. No, sir. :

Q. What reason do you advance for holding that view? . :

A. Taking into consideration the subsequent movements of EVANS, I do not think that even if
we had turned earlier, we would still have collided with EVANS. We may not have collided at right
gngles but certainly the collision would still have occcurrad. )

Q. You ssid in your testimony that you heard no sound signals. I ask you to specify, nc
sound signals from what scurce?
A. No sound signals trom her siren apparatus which she should make the sound signals for

when she is turning.

Q. Would you have expected to hear them if she had sounded her siren?
A. I would, sir.

Q. Did you see any visual evidence of such a aignal, for example, a plume of steam?
A. No, sir.

Q. You have already said that you took EVANS' bearing on the pelorus three times. Did you
report any of thase to the Ceptain?
A. The first bearing 1 did raport to the Captain,eir, ves.

Q. #And had the other two changed?
A. No, eir.

Q. You said earlier that you had the conn until the Captain ordered "full astern” and you said
subsequently that you gave the order to "Stop both sngines". 1Is it to be deduced from that that you
resumed the comn or not?

A. No, alr.

Q. what significsnce do you attach to the fact that you gave the "Stop engine" order?

A. The only significance I attach to that, sir, is the fact that I cannot remember whether the
Captain told me to "Stop engines”. 1 knew at that stage that we were going to collide; therefore,
some action had to be taken. Just as I thought the ships were going to hit I gave the brder,

“Stop enginas,” and 1 was just sbout to give the order, "Full astern," when I heard the Captain say,
Ypull astern, both engines”, I did not hear him say, "Stop both engines”.

Q. And who, to be perfectly clear on the matter, had the conn at the time of the collision?
A. The Captain,

Q. How many sete of running lights does MELBOURNE have?l
A. She has two different systems, sir.

Q. Yas. Which one vas in use?
A. The island set, sir.

Pl
Q. The island set? n-\‘&‘}:%
A. Yes. - ";‘\\hut i
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Q. .Where is the other set of Tunning lights?
A. The port and starboard navigation lights are forward of the bridge, just below flight deck
level, about 30 to 40 feet forward of the island.

Q. which set was more readily visible to vessels in company ? .
A. I don't kmow, asir.

Q. And apart frow Iocation, do they differ in point of brilliance?
A. To my knowledge, #sir, no.

Q. what factors govern the decision to use one set rather than smother?

A. We use the forward ones at flight deck level during flying operations and we ule the ones
} . on the island superstructure during normal passage of for non-flying conditions. That's fixed-
! wing flying conditions, »ir,

Q. At the compass platform where you were standing, you as Officer of the Watch are able to
make a transmission on PRITAC?
A. No, sir,

Q. What is the practice in MELBOURNE as to the person who makes transmiseioms on PRITAC?

A. 1If there is & transmission to be wade, we tell the Yeoman or the Senior Signalman on the
bridge to send the following signsl. He then goes and translates it into the necessary signal and
he then tells the tactical operator on watch te transmit it.

Q. And are you able to tell us exactly who it was that transmitted the ugnul, "‘lou are on a
collision course"?
A. I am unable, sir, I cannot say it.

Q. But you could say, you could narrow it down to a particular claes of persons?
A. Yes, sir. . .

Q. M*o would be in the class that possibly transmitted {t?
A. Tactical operator, sir.

Q. Or, is it possible that the leading tactical operator?
A. Yes, sir, the leading tactical operator could have sent {it,

Q. One of the two?
A. One of the two, yes, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): I might say that it is proposed to call the leading tac-
tical operator.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the seriot member:

AllieyiaT
Q. Mr. Lamb, does the MELBOURNE bridge have any form of soundproofing to ﬂk&ﬂ*ethe sound
of jet engines on deck?
A. It does, sir,

Q. Was it in place or in use on that occasion?
A. The bridge wvindows were opan at the time of the c¢ollision, sir.

Q. You stated earlier that, in your opinion, stopping or reversing of MELBOURNE 's enginee would
not have prevented collision?
A. In my opinion, sir, ne.

Q. But if there had been a deceletration, MELBOURNE would not have been in the same place at
the time of collision that she was in fact in, would she?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. She would have been in some different placae?
A. Not very much different, sir.

Q. But some different place?
A. Possibly, sir, yes,

Q. You stated there is nothing in your opinion that MELBOURNE could possibly have done to
prevent collision, is that eorrect?
A. That is corrsct, yes, sir.

Q. How long does it take to turn MELBOURNE 90 degrees at 18 knots with 30 degrees rudder?
Approximately?

A. Approximately one and a half to two minutes, sir. 1 might add, -1:. that I haven't
very frequently used 30 degrees of vheel. I normally use 20 vhich is the standard rudder we use

for normal course -apaFablomes
4;12\-41‘”-"5 N

Q. How long would ft take to turn 90 degreas at 20 degress rudder?
A. In excess of two minutes, sir. Between two to two and & half minutes I would think.

Senior Member: The board has no further gquestions for Lisutemant Lamb at this time in open
session.
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. Counsel for the board: May I have the board's peraission to inquire if there's any naed for a
closed session with this witness.

Senior member: The board will have to consider that.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by the Counsel For the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Before we terminate your evidence in open session, Lieutenant Lamb, can you tell us
whether you have any i{nformation of o classified nature that you would wish to place before the
board relating to the circimstances leading up to the ccllision?

A. Very lictle, sir, of vhich I am not certain how much bearing it hes on the, on what
happened, the reactions leading up to what happenad.

Q. But you think there may be something? !
A. There may be, air, yes,

Q. Very well, So far as your avidence in opén session is concerned, you are informed that
you have the privilege to wake a further statement of an unclassified nature covering anything
relating to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be & natter of record and
which has not yet besen brought out by questions. Now-do you wish to say anything in response to
that invitation? *

A. No, eir,

Senicr member: I have one further Question.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member: ..

- . -~
Crin
Q. Mr. Lamb, at the moment of collision exactly what lights were showing J::'n:mumm

+ Ones that I knew about, sir, were the two masthead ‘steaming lights, the port and starboard
navigation lights snd the overtaking lights, sir. And also, I have learned since, but I did not
know at the time, one group of lights shining onto the flight deck aft of the island.

Q. At vhat time were the latter group of lights shining onto the flight deck turned on?
A. I believe it was after the "Formation One" had baen passed, sir, I do not know for certain,
At about the same time,

Q. You have testified that these are controlled from the flight control station?
A. That's correct, sir, yes.

Q. Is the Officer of the Watch informed at such time as thase lights are turned on?
A. Normally he is, sir.

' Q. Was he on this occasion?
- I was not informed, sir.

A
Q. Is it a matter of informing him or requesting his permission before they are turned on?
A. Informing him, sir.

Q. In the situstion that has been described, leading up to the collision, what do you understand
was the MELBOURNE's duty in relation to the International Regulacions for the prevention of
collision at sea? ' ' :

A. At the time to which it was coming on a collision course?

Q. VYes.
A. Under the International Regulations we should have given way. I'm Sorry. She should have
Biven way to us, sir. I'm sorry, sir. Can I withdraw that and think about that more?

Q. Yes, I would like for you to comsider your answer carefully. I will restate the question.
In the situation which has been described, what do you understand was MELBOURNE's duty in relation
to the International Regulations for the prevention of collision at sea? And you may take as long
a8 you wish to consider your amswer.

A. It was ocur duty, sir, to keep & straight course.

Q. Did you have any particular duties under those rules with respect to MELBOURNE's speed?

A. The rules state that when a dangerous situetion is developing, the ship which is to keep a
Atraight courde to ensure that she does not,... is to ensure that she takes action as necessary
to avoid a collision {f it eppears to be developing and if necessary to slack or to reduce her speed.

Q. Would you say that a dangerous situation was developing at the time when it was reported
to EVANS that she wvas on a collision course?
A, Yes, w»ir,

Q. Bur MELBOURNE did not at that time slacken her speed?

A. No, we did not, eir, because reducing speed at that stage would not necessarily have
averted a collision.

Q. Does that effect the duty of MELBOURNE?

A. No, »sir.
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Q. 8o that, if I understand you correctly, you are stating that on the one hand there was the
duty to slacken speed on the part of MELBOURNE and on the hand she did not do so!?

A. 1'm sorry, sir, I may have put a.... I do not think thers was any duty in this case for us
to slacken spaed, in the particular situation whare she was on a collision course. initially,

Q. The collision @ourse represented a dangarous situation or mot?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. It did represent a dangerous situation’
A. Yea, sir.

T
A
13

Q. And your understanding of the Internstional Rules for the prevantion of collieion at sea
is that in & dangerous situation a ship should slacken her speed? : . -

A. I'm sorry, sir, that is not wy full understanding of it. It is the.duty of the ship that
has the right-of-way in a situation such as this to take such action she conmsiders to avoid a
collision which may tnvolve changes of speed and changes of coursa. ST

Q. Did MELBOURNE have the right-of-way? . . . o LT
- A. MELBOURNE had the right-of-way, air. T

S e et il

Q. 5o that it was her duty to avoid collision by changes of speed and changes of course, 1f
1 understand you correctly? - . . L - -
A. Under the regulations, air, {t....1'm sorry, lat me think. ‘It {s the duty of both shipd
1f a danger situation developes for both ships to take such action they may consider it nhecessary
to avold a collision. . - . .
Q. Was a danger situation developing at the time that MELBOURNE raported to EVANS that she .
was on a collision course? ‘ e R T
A. Yes, sir, T T P R

r

. LT T

Q. And in your opinion, did MELBOURNE do her duty? -~ -~ ' -
A, We did, sir. Yes we did. : ' S "
Q. But you made no alteration of course or speed until some later time? . ST 23

A. It was very quickly, sir, it was not long,

Q. What vas the period of time between the report to EVANS that she was on a collision
course and the time of the collisfon? S .

A. I stated before, sir, that I am very hazy on the exact time that alapaed between particular
occurrences on this night. I can not really estimate., It mey have been two winutes. It may have
been a minute and a half, it may have been three winutes. 1 cenmot vecollect. I :

Q. 1f MELBOURNE had put her engines full astern and applied 30 degress rudder st the time
that it was detected that TVANS was on a collision course, would this have placed MELEOURNE in
some different place than she was in fact wvhen the ecollision occurged ? .

A, Not very much different, sir. ' :

e

Q. Would it have been in a differsnt place?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Lamb, you have stated that at the time of collision a group of lights, known as moonlights

were shining upon the flight deck? :
A. I understand this to be so, sir. I have been told that they wers ewitched on sbout this time.

Q. I take if then you did not detect them at that time?
A. 1 did not see them,sir, no, Pure haarsay.

Q. Could you tell us who would be able to provide reliable information as to when they were
turned on and exactly which lights were on?
A. 1 believe the Flight Deck Officer, Lisutenant Commander Patterson, may have some informatiom

on that, sir,
Senior member: Counsel develope that point further, plasse.

Q. Since you did not detect the fact that these ldghts were on, can you say whether or not on
occasions when you bave kmown they wers on in the past you had besn sble to detect the fact that
they wers on?

A. No, sir, I have to actuslly go, physically, to the port wing of the bridge and look aft
before I know if they are on. In my normal position standing where I am behind the pelorus, I
cannot sea them, see {f they are on.

Q. And you cannot see reflections on them on aircraft on deck or other sources?
A. No, »ir.

Senior member: There are no furthar questions at the moment.
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): There is just one small matter.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsal for the board (CDE Glass):

n



B L R

C OLEE ASSIFED

Q. :Between the time that MELBOURNE informed EVANS that she was on collision course and the time
that MELBOURNE altersd course to port, did EVANS, in your opinion, have an opportunity to avoid
collisiom?

A. Bhe did, eir.

Q. What wvas the approximate time during which this opportunity presented iceelf?
A. Between thirty seconds and one minute, sir.

Q. In your opinion, what would have been the proper action to have takey by the dastroyer
during that period?

. A+ At this stage we had not commenced our turn. Therefore, she could have gone one of two
ways. She could have turned to port, which wouldnde st{l]l have embarassed us or she could have
tumed to starboard which would have passed har well clear down our port side. Therefore, I
consider that if she had turmed to starboard when she was told ahe was on a collision course she
would have cleared us comfortably, sir,

Couneel for the bosrd (CDR Glass): This open seasion of the board is brought to an end and the

" Persons present are asked to leave 5o that the closed session wmay begin. (All spectators who

were present in open session have withdrawn from the hearing room. Only mambers, counsel, witness,
and the court reporter are prasent.)

T s
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Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The beard now stands convened in closad leuicrm.' ’

' EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass ): _
Q: Lieutenant Lamb, you said in open session that you thought you might have lm‘clullf-ted.

‘material to offer bearing on the circumstences of the collision. , s :
A: It concern the rigzag, sir. I noticed when I read the operation order for the Exerciase

Sea Spirit that in the OpOrder {tself there were sxtracts from the classified publicationon -~ - -

~Anti-submarine Evasive Steering. These extracts conaisted purely of peges of eigrags. To -y - o
- Tecollection about five pages. There were no explanations in the OpOrder of how the eigzag - . - -
were ‘toc be carried out, the doctrine behind them, when to stop the zigzag, when to resume {t and c
other information such as this. My immediate reaction on seeing this was that it conld be L

dangerous for any ship of any other nations that does not operate with ATP 3, which is the - - - = =

book on Anti-submsrine Evasive Steering. 1I1f it does not operate with this normally, they ceuld e

be avare at looking at the OpOrder, could be unawsrs of the correct procedures to use when ..
carrying out zigrags, My {mmediste reaction waa it could be dangerous. . -7 . .-

Q: Did you hold the view that ATP 3 applied to this particular miittdﬁ‘l :

A: 1 did, sir, 1 checked the zigzags that were in the OpOrder and they are the seme as the ~

zigzags that were in ATP 3.

Q: Apart from the fact that they had been drawn h-om‘tﬁat source, was thare smything in The -
OpOrder, that you knew of, that brought ATP 3 {nto operation for purposes of Sea Spirit? - '
A: Yot that I saw, sir, po. . . . T e

"Q:  In what manner are you suggesting that this uncertainty of that eigzag document wey huve
had something to do with what took place? o C ! B

A: 1 do not know, sir, what extent other Navies operate using ATP3, using zigeags. 1 know
that in our own Navy we uase it quite extensively. It is possible, my thought on this having .- .
observed ships on the screen that night and on previous nights, that aome of them ¢d1d oot know

the courzes which MELBOURNE was steering as laid down on the declarad rigzag for that night.

Q: On what do you base this belief that they do not know MELBOURRE's courses being ateered?

A: Ships went out of their sectors very easily vhen MELBOURNE turned. They had a certain
sector in which they had to remain, When MELBOURNE turn anything more than about 40 to 50
degrees, there were some gigrags which we turned 90 degrees at s time, some ships went cut of S
station very easily instead of doing what I would have expected them to do, ‘turn roughly with’ e
us. Instead it appeared that they were doing the opposite thing and #ti1ll trying to stay in
station on their previous course, : o -

Q: Did you think that the tactical doctrine in ATP 1(A), Volume I and 11 was sufficient
for the ships in the operation? A

A: 1 am uncertain at this time exactly how much there ia in ATP 1{A), sir. My psraonal
way of checking things was to go straight to ATP 3. If I wasn't sure vhether the zigzag should
be stopped if the course was to be altered, 1 would go and check 1f from ATP 3 rather than '
ATP 1(a). :

Q: Did you see any indication of sny time the ships in company with MELBOURNE were using
their wrong base course? . :
A: Fot the wrong base course, sir, no. Not that night.

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT
Questions by the senior member:

Q: My Lsmb, 1f I understand correctly, you stated that your own reference to guide you ss
to zigzag doctrine and rules of procedures was ATP 37 ‘
A: That is correct, sir.

Q: Are you now spesking of periods of time during exercise Sea Spirit when the FOCAP
OpOrder 1-6%9 was in effect?

A: That's correct, sir. In fact during the axercise I did not have occasion to ge to look
at that ATP 3, because I had previous experience of rigzags and I had already checked the rules
prior to the exercise. ‘

Q: But with respect to your own actions during exercise Sea Spirit your gigiag terms of
reference 80 to speak were ATP 37
A: I believe that wae the correct reference to use, sir, during exercise Sea Spirit.

QI: At the same time, 1f 1 understood you correctly, you testified that it was not prescribed
for use in exercise Sea Spirit?
A: To the best of my knowledge it was not prescribed, sir, no,

Q: But you continued to use those rules yourself?
A: That's correct, sir.

Q: 1a ic than correct to say that while you, on the times when you were guiding MELBOURNE's
actions, were using ATP 3 rules other ahips wmay not have been? ’
A: T do not know of the exiatence of any conflicting rules, sir. If there are differing

rules to what are laid down in ATP 3, 1 do not know them, air, i l.
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Q: But you have already said that you didn't know what was said abeut zigzag Ln ATP ]| Alfa?
. A: T know that whet 15 satd in ATP | Alfa s the same as in ATP 3, slr.

. Q: To me that does not sound consistent with your statement that on the one hand you didn't
knmw what wae eaid {n ATP 1 Alfa about zigzags and on the other hand you noticed that there '
might be a possible hazard in the fact that the gigrag rules are not in the OpOrder. I'm not
certain that I understand your point, Could you explain it again, pleasa? .
A: Yes, sir. I thought that there was denger in putting extracts of rigzags in the

operation order instead of saying zigzags....instcad of saying in the operations order that

<. - Elgtags would be carried out in accordance with ATP 3 of ATP 1 Alfa or any other publication
which they cared to name. Instead of drawing attention to the correct publication to use, in ~
the OpOrder, they just put extracts from the ATP 3 into the OpOrder. I don’t know 4f that
explains {t well enough for you, sir, but .that is what I felt. IR

Q: Is the verison of ATP 1 Alfa which was in use during exercise Sea Spirit the same
version which you hed been uaing in prior operations before the exercise? PR A
A: It wvas, air, yes. o . LT

~

Q: Do you happen to know what changes were in ATP 1 Alfs in exercise Ses 591f1ﬁ?1:
A T believe it was change four, sir. co T T

I
e

Q: 1s thst the latest change in ATP 1 Alfa to your knowledge? - < o o .
A: To my knowledge, sir, there i{s another change, it may be two changes which came into
effect in MELBOURNE after exercise Sea Spirit vas completed. L AT R

R
. By

Q: And not before?
A: Not before, sir, no. To my knowledge. - . S - -

Q: So that your understanding i{s that the ATP 3 zigzag rule and those in ATP 1 Alfa, with
change four inserted, sre the asme? _ . B

A: 'Yes, sir. L e IR

Q: And you have personally checked those?
A: 1 had not personally chacked, eir, no,
Q: Then what makes you believe that they are the same? - e e,
A: Becsuse based mainly on the, on my interpretion of the rules in ATP 3, I have been -
2sked questions about them by the Captain and the Navigating Officer of the MELBOURNE, and I
have not been corrected on my answer which I gave, So therefore I assumed they wers correct,
And 1 got wy answers from ATP 3. Therefore there was no reason for me to suspect that the rules
in ATP 3 had not been changed or had been changed. .

Q: Then how do you account for the difficulty which you mentioned you have wbserved with
some ships maintaining station whil MELBOURNE turned?
A: T cannot account for it at all, sir.

Q: Did you take any action as £ result of thia observation?
A: I did not take sction, sir, no. They never developed into a danger situstion. I moticed
2 tendency for them to drift out of station and be alow in conforming to our zigzag.

Q:  You brought this up in relation to your apprehension sbout the danger of not Including
the zigeag rules in the OpOrder. Do you see & comnection between the two? :

A: There could be & connection, sir. I do not know how the bridges on other navies
operate. I do not know whether they have the books avsilable to them on the bridge and whether
they would refer to them. I1f they looked at the zigzag plans in ATP 1 Alfa correction, the
FOCAP OpOrder, they may have just looked at them and not tsken any further sction relying
instead to watch MELBOURNE. 1 don't know in fact whether they did ~fther. Whether they watch
the zigzag as laid down or whether they watch MELBOURNE, but my observations they were slow in
recovering from MELBOURNE alteration of course during the eigzag.

Q: Would you say that therc is anything dangerous in using zigzag rules from a publicatieon
not made effective for the exercise instead of ueing the tigzag rules from the publication which
was in effect for the exercise?

A: 1'm sorry, sir, could you repeat that?

Q: Yes. Would you say that there is anything dangerous in using zigzag rules from a
publication not in effect for the exercise rather then using zigzag rules from # publicatinn
which was in effect for the exericse?

A: Yes, T would say that it would be dangerous, sir, yes.

Q: Why would it be dangerous?

At ATP 3, sir, is a NATO publication. 1 do not know whether it has been released to thie
Thai and Philippine navies taking part in the, in order words the SEATO Nations. Therefore, -
ft would be dangerous to operate in sn exercise such as this with some sphips which may nat have
it.

7 My question was why would there be a denger in this?
A: Tt will be dangerous because they may not necessarily follow the same doctrine as we dn.

CONMPITRL
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Q: With relation to the difficulty which you observed some ships had in maintaining satation
while MELBOURNE turned, can you state whether to your knowledge any tactical data relatinp to
MFLBOIRNE, such as tactical diamcter, aceleration, deceleration, and ather facts had been
arovided to the screen ships?

A: 1 do not know whether they have been provided or not, sir.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

?: In relation to difficulties that you observed some slips having in maintaining station,
were you able to tell whether this was due on the one hand to unfamilarily with tactical
Jdactrine or on the other hand to lack of experience to maneuvering or is either possible ac an
explonntion?

Al No, T eould not say elther, sir,

N Wi1l you look at MF1 Exhibit 41, do you recognize that ship?
A: That's the EVANS, air.

Q: Are you able to explain to the board making use of that photograph, your perception of

the atorboard aspect of EVANS opening as the masts separated, Can you dewcribed that?
A Yes, sir,

Q: Can you tcll us then in using this photograph what you saw before the change and what you
saw as the change occurred?

A: Before the change I could see the forward mast and what appeared to be her after stack
and her after mast, almost in line. As her aspect changed, as I watched her through the
binozulars, the line between the two masts opened and 1 could see more of his starboard bow as
she turned as the moon shone on it more than 1t had been. I don't know vhether the moon had come
out of the cloud more or whether it was the aspect as she changed, but’ certainrly 1 could see her

starboard bow more clearly and I could Just make out the outlines of her pennant numbers showing
in the moon lLight.

Q: What did you observe as to the relationship between the two points, the fore mast and che
after stack wvhich had previously, been in line?
A: 1 sav them opening, sir.

Q: To what angle approximately?
A: T judged my aleration at course of, the EVANS alteration course of I0 to 20 degrees on
how much her masthead opened, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q: Mr. Lamb, returning to the rigzag rules. Did you mention your unease ebout the fact that
the rules were not included in the OpOrd to anyone prior to the collision?

A: I remember discussing it with two other deck officers or officers who kept offfcer of the
watch. I can't remember who they were, sir. I may have mentioned it to the navigating officer.
I cannot remember, but I certainly remember discussing it with two other officers of the same
rank as I. I've forgotten, i{n fact, whether I mentioned it to the navigating officer. I can't
remember.

Q: When MELBOURNE was being screened with only her own tesk group present, waa she normally
the guide?
A: She was normally the guide, sir, yes.

Q: Does the guide have any obligation to adhere to zigzag rules and doctrines?
A: The guide deoes, sir, yes. ’

Q: Were there sny mesns in effect in MELBOURNE to ensure uniformity of understanding of these
rules as between one watch officer and the next and his successor and so on?

A: The only means...corrections, not the only means, the means by which we passed on
information about the zigzag from Officer of the Watch to Officer of the Wa*ch was by means of
the little board of which you have photograph there, the Captain's night orders which stated the
zigzag plan in use, and from a verbal passover or handover from the Officer of the Watch to the
Officer of the Watch and several times I made it my practice to check the tactical operators log
to ensure thst we were using the correct zigrag with using the correct zero hour.

Q: Do any of those items which you have mentioned include detailed discription of the zigzag
rules and doctrine such as in contained in the first few pages of ATP 3?7
A: No, sir.

Q: 1Is it then possible that one officer of the watch might have used as his reference for
zigzag rules the material in ATP 3 while another one standing watch immediately before or after
him might have been using ATP 1 Alfa materjal?

A: 1 do not think it is possible, sir. Because the Captain and the Navigating Officer
making it & correction, asking questions of Officers of the Watch and I know that questions were
asked of other officers about their intrepretation of what happens if a course alteration is
ordered vhile a sigrag 16 in force. And I am sure that if they had given incorrect answers, then
we all would have been asked to explain where you got your ideas from or told we were incorrect.

Therefore, 1 had to assume that everybody used the same rules, from ATP 3. m
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Senlor member: The board hes no further quastions.

. Counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): You are now {pvited to say whether you have anything
further to add in thia closed session of a ¢lasaifled nature that has not yet been brought out.

Witness: I do not haye anything further, sir,
The vitneas was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room,
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The hesring is adjourned.

The board adjourned at 1800 hours, 16 June 1969,
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- EIGHTH DAY -

; The board reconvened in executive session at 0B30 bours, 17 June 1969, During this session
the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript and planned future proceedings of the
board. At the conclusion thereof, the board reconvened in open session at 0928 hours, 17 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board, who were present when the board adjourned were again present.
Senior member: The hearing is now open. “

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board now being in open session, 1t 1s necessary to
point out that any person who has been told he ig a witness, or who may be a witness is agked to
withdraw from the board room. The board calls as its next witness, Commander Horton.

Commander Anthony R. Horton, Royal Australian Navy, war called as a witness by counsel for the
board, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMTRATIOR BY COUNSEL FCOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board {CDR Glasa):

Q. Commander Horton it 1s my duty as counsel to advige You that you have been called as a

witness for this board of investigation, which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the
collislon of HMAS MELBCURNE and U,E.5. FRANK E. EVANS, because it 1s believed that you have
evidence which may wesist the board in its investigation, You are advised that the evidence 1s
being received in open session of the board, and that disclosure of classified informstion is wot
-wuthorized during open session. Should the answer to any question you are asked require you to
disclose classified information, you are regquested not to answer the gquestion, but to advise the
board that the answer would require you to disclose cldasified information. In suchecase you will
later be given an opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed session.
However, if you can answer the queetlon in part or in general terms without disclosing specific
classified informstion you should do so, you should also advise the board of your desire to
amplify any classified information in a later closed session, Under Australian law, it 1=
necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question, the answer to which may tend
to expose you to a penalty or forfelture. It will be for You to ralse the objection, and for
the board to decide if you wmust answer the guestion or not, Do you understand those matters?

A. Yes,sir.

Q. Will you please state, Commander,. your full name, rank and present appointment?
A. Anthony Rockley Horton, Commander, RAN, Fleet Navigating Officer.

Q. And as Fleet Navigating Officer, are you a member of the Staff of FOCAF?
A, Yes, I am.

>

.

And d1d you hold that appointment on the night of 2nd and 3rd June last?
Yes, I did. _

Q. Would you tell us, eir, in general terms, the details of your experience and training
as a Navigating Officer.

A. As a Navigating Officer, T went to England in 1960 to undergo the Specialist Jew
Navigating course for nine months,.

Q. Could I interrupt you to msk what you had been doing the years before that? . .
A. I got my watchkeeping certificate in 1956, and then for the gubseguent four Years I was an
air observer.

Q. An alr observer. And how long did that special navigation course in England last?
A, Nine mwonths, sir. -

Q. And where dild you go upon its completion.

A. Upon completion, I did two years at sea with the Royal Navy, and in a period of about five
months was the Second Navigator of the carrier HERMES and the remaining time in two frigates of
the Royal Navy, :

Q. And thereafter?

A. 1 then returned to Australias and did a short period as Executive Officer and First Lieutenant
of a survey ship, &nd then went to VENDETTA for one year as Navigating Officer. I then did the
advanced navigational course, lasting nine weeks, in England. On return I did almost two years in
HMAS SYDHNEY as Navigating Officer.

G. What kind of ship is HMAS SYDREY.
A. Alrcraft carrier.

Q. And where were you posted after that?
A. Upon completion of my time in HMAS SYDREY, I went to HMAS DERWENT as Executive Officer,
This was the year 1967, In 1968 I undertook the Army Staff course in Austrelia.

Q. Yes,

A. I then joined HMAS MELBOURNE as Fleet Navigntirig Officer and ship Navigating Officer, from
the 16th of December 1968,
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Q. So you have, at the time in question, that dual capacity as Navigating Officer on FOCAF's
Staff and Navigating Officer of MELROURNE?
A. That 1s correct,

Q. Now, during the period of time between replenishment of the force and midnight of the 2nd
of June, did you observe operations involving & reacue deatroyer?
A. Yes, I did.

Q. On how many occasions did you see & rescue destroyer take up her position?

A. I only saw the rescue destroyer actually taking up her position om one occasion. By
taking up her position, I wean moving from the gcreen into astern, rather than astern to any
particular rescue station as such.

Q. Yes. And what ship 414 you see executing that maneuver?
A. T saw the UBS EVARNS,

Q. And d1d you observe anything else in relation to the EVANS and the rescue de:troyer station
during that period? Apart from what you mentioned.

A. My only observation ir - commenting at the time- the method of moving in astern - it was keeping
well clear of the ship in a curve of pursuit but I observed nothing else at the pnrticulnr time.

Q. Could you please repeat that last answer you gave?

A. My only observation at the time, I did comment to somebody standing with me, was that EVANS
was coming in estern in a very safe in fact round about manner, and I did comment on 1t &s she was
proceeding in astern. I had no other comments concerning the maneuver. . .

Q. What'ild you understand was the position, regarding the use of a rescus ﬂestruyer, during
that period from replenishment until midnight?

A. During the day there wae no requirement for a rescue destroyer. I understood at nignt
that EVANS, being the starboard wing ehip of the 1nner'ncreen, would clrry'out the dutles of
rescue destroyer for the night.

Q. What was your understanding of the number or occagione upon which 2 rescue deatroyer
would be needed?

A. On that nightirescue destroyer would have been needed on each occlsion of 1aunehing or
landing and, depending on the time interval between the ¥arious leunches and land-ons, he may
or may not have gone back to the screen between ezch period.

Q. Very well, Commander, Now, around about ﬁidnight, had you turned in or were you about
to turn In? .
A. I turned in at about midnight.

Q. And did you record any instructlons ln the Navigating Officer's Night Order Book?
A. Yes, I aia.

Q. Counsel asks that this book be marked for identification as Exhibit 42, Ir that the
book that was used by you, as your Night Order Book, on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June.
A, Yes, it is,

Q. And would you be good enough to read out what instructions you recorded that night in
your Night Order Book?

A. My instructions for the nfight were, "Call me as for the Captain, and at OL4O for
morning stars”. I had further put a note in the Night Order Book about the cleaning”
responsibllities for the morning watch, ag I reminded the Officer of the Watch, I do have
standing instructlons inside the cover, which is the normal procedure, )

Counsel ofi=rs that Night Order Book in evidence ag Exhibit 42, with the proviso that the
tendertlimited to the standing instructions and entpries for the night of 2nd and 3rd of June.

e

Senlor Member: Commander Glags this may be introduced as evidence. Would you develop
testimony to indicate to whow these Instructions are intended to apply?

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass),

Q. Yes, sir, Can you tell us what persong are required to read the Ravigators Night Order
Book?

A. The Officer of the Wetch is required to read the Night Order Book when he takes over his
watch, or atc soon as he can do it, At the time of taking over his watchy st the same time he
would be reading in the Captain's Night Order Book.

Q. Is 1t limited to the Officer of the Watch, or is the requirement also extended to the
Junior Officer of the Watch?
A. The Junior Officer of Watch would alsgo read it.

Q. At the time you turned in about midnight, between the 2nd and 3rd of June, what was the

base gourse of the formation,
A, The base course, as from sometime after 2300, was 220 and speed of 18,
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And was a zigzag plan being used or not? L
. Yes, it was,

> o

= i

+ Was it short leg, or long leg zig:zag
+ Short leg zigzag. '

Q. At that same time, when you turned in, we have been told the weather wag clear and no
wind and so on, What was the position of the moon?
A, At the time T turned int

Q. Yes. When had the moon risen?

A, The exact time I wouldn't state, but around 2100. I had, in fact, taken evening stars
using the moon at about 2130,

Q. And what were the general conditions of vieibility when you turned in?
A, The visibility was good, medium cloud cover, which was ®woving fairly clearing and c¢louding
over, but fairly swiftly, but good visibility, 1little wind,

Q. And what was the state of the lighting of the ships in the force? ’
" A. The ships were darkened, My recollection is that ships burning dim stern lights, but I
might be wrong on that point, Certainly, normal navigational lights, side 1ights and ateaming
lights were not being barnt,

Q. Returning to the question of rescue destroyer, can you tell us how it came about that
EVANS wag designated as rescue destroyer for the night's operation? . - : o

A, Only from hearsay, sir. The Captain informed me that EVANS would be the rescue destroyer
during his discussions earlier in the day.

Q. And did he tell you who was the person who actually designated EVANS for that positon?
A. I don't think the Captain told me, I assumed the screen commander, )

Q. Who was he?
A, COMDESRON 23,

Q. What was your undergtanding as to the persons who would direct the rescue destroyer to
Teturn from her station astern and back to the screen?

A. I undersctand that the Captein of the MELECURNE, being the commander of the task unit,
would direct rescue destroyers to move from the screen as he required,

Q. And was it the practice to have the rescue destroyer return to the screen after the
operational period of each fight was concluded?

A, Yes, sir. It was the practice, provided the time between landinge and launches was
sufficient to make it worth while.

Q. And I assume that if the period or time interval was short the destroyer would be left
A. The destroyer would be left in the wake,

Q. Yes. Well, what period of time would seem to be mufficient to direct her to return to the
screen? What perlod of time and over led her to be sent back to the screen?

A. I wouldn't like to answer that at the particular time. I think it depended on the
circumstances.

Q. What was the normal position? Would she be redirected to the screen or kept astern?

A, 'Once again, I think this varies with the time interval between Tlying cperations. With
8 1ligatof four hours or something in that line, and I would say that she would g0 back to the
BCTEEN,

Q. I think that you have sald you only observed the rescue destroyer operation being per-
formed on one occasion.
A. I sald I only observed it going from the screeo on ome occasion.

Q. Yes. When was that?
A. At about 2045, I would say.

Q. And on that occasion what was done when flying operations were over, so far as the rescue
destroyer wes concerned? 4

A. To the best of my knowledge she was left with us, and moved in astern of us again into
the wake. At the time I was taking stars, so I am not positive,

Q. So you don't know if she stayed there for another operation, or was sent back to the
screen?
A. No.

Q. Were you called between the time you retired and the time you were last called before
the collision?
A, Yes, I was, Bir.

Q. On how many occasions?
A. I was called three times.
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Q. ) Can you tell us what the reports made to you were?
A." The first occasion was about 045, when I was informed that & screening ship had a sonar
contact, T turpned out. The second occasion was some 20 or 30 minutes later , about 2:15, for a radar

contaect from a screening ship., I turned out again. The third occaston was about 2:45, when I
wag called prior to helicopter operations.

Q. What 4id you do on that occasion?

A. On that occasion I informed the Officer of the Watch that I would not be coming up to
the bridge, ad the Captain waa on the bridge.

Q. Well, when were you next in receipt of a call?

A. I didn't look at my watdh at the time, but it was about 3:10, which was the time I had
asked to be shaken for flight operations.

Q. And who called yout
A. The Aspistant Officer of the watch, Bub-Lieutenant Vorobief?,

Q. You dresszed, no doubt?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you able to fix the time when you got to the bridge or mot? :

A. Kot as a minute, no, gir. Just based on the time that I think it took me to put on
shorts end ahirt.

Q. Well, how leng do you think that took you? ) :
A. I would say probably about a minute and a half from the time I wvas shaken,

Q. And where is your gea cabin located in relation to the bridge?

A. Tt is located on the port side aft of the bridge. I bad two routes to get to the
bridge. One around past the Captain's cabin, or a direct route from my cabin through the port
wing of the bridge, on to the bridge itself. :

P im
. ' .

Which route did you take that night?
I went out through the port wing.

Well, where were you when you first heard scmething being sald on the bridge?
Just leaving my cabin. Just stepping on to the port wing of the bridge.

Yes. What was it that you heard when you were there?
I heard the order, "Port 30."

And whose volce guve that order, as you recognized?
I feel the Officer of the Wetch gave the order.

And to whom did the Officer of the Watch give his orders?
To the quartermaster or helmsman in the wheelhouse.

.

Where 1g the wheelhouse located in relation to the bridge?
Three decks below and slightly forward,

How are the ordere communicated down those three decks?
Either by intercom or by volce pipe.

.

>0 »0 PO >0 PO PO »O

Well, that order that you heard the Officer of the Watch give, "Port 30," I think you saild.
"Port 30.7

-

Was there any change made?
Yes, he followed it immediately by, "Port 35."

Where were you when you next heard something said by an officer on the bridge?
I had just stepped on to the bridge, and the Captain said to the Leading Tactical
Operator, "Pass to EVANS, I am coming hard left,” or words of that nature.

0 bJ_D =0

Q. Yes. Can you-help us with the time interval between when you heard the Officer of the
Watch give orders to the wheelhouse, and when you heard the Captain give instructions to the
Lesding Tactical Operator?

A, I'd say a very short time interval, inasmuch ag it takes me 2 or 3 seconds, and I have
the impression that I was just on the brldge when he gave the order to the Leading Tactical
Operator.

Q. When you got to the bridge, where did you take your position?
A, Just behind and to one slde of the Captain, who was on the port slde forward of the
bridge. In other words, more or less next to the Officer of the Watch,

Q. And you were between the Captain and Officer of the Watch?
A. Not really between, Just behind both of them really, but able to look between them,

Q. Well, ag the three of you stood there, and reading from left to right, how were you
placed in relation to each other?

A. The Captain was on the port side forward of the bridge, I was some 3 feet behind and
slightly to one side - -
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Q. Which side?
A. Well, I moved, of course, behind him go I was able to see,

Q. Yes.
A. The Offlcer of the Watch was standing mt the pelorus, which 1g the outer line of the
bridge.

Q. And, therefore, to the right of you and the Captain?
A. Yes.

Q. Well, what was the first thing that you obeerved from that position?
A. I observed a ship, that I assumed to be EVANS, about 10 degrees on the port bow,

Q. And at what range did you estimate?

A. I d1dn't esgtimate a range until I reached past the Capbtain, plcked up bincculars, and
had a look through the binoculers at EVANS, and at & very quick instant appreciatlon thought about
1500, perhaps & little more, yards.

Q. And when you used the binoculars, did you revise o¥ confirm your estimate of her relative
bearing?

A, The relatlive bearing, I only did it visually, about 10 degrees on the port bow, The
binoculars did not help me in that regard at all,

Q. What was the atate of EVANS 1llumination?
A, Fully darkened. She may have had a truck light or a red mast obstruct:l.on light, but she
certeinly had no other lights that I saw,

Q. And what was your judgement, as to the effect of the courses of the two ships at that
point?

A. Idon't think I came to any immediate judgment, inasmuch as we were starting to swing
ard T had no prior indication of what EVANS was doing. Bhe was pointing towarde,

Q. ©She was pointing towards?
A. Towards MELBOURRE,

«. Now, at that gsame time, when you made that obgervation of EVANS, that she was 10 degrees
to port, 1500 yards or so, what was MELBOURNE doing. Was she steady or moving? :
A, Bhe was moving.

Q. In what direction?
A, To port,

Q. What did you estimate that her heading was at that point of time?

A. I did look at a gyro strip repeater Just a§ I got.to the brldge which was two-five something
degrees, and moving which indicated to me that we had probably come from something like 260, or
there abouts, and were swinging to port.

Q. And when you say moving, you mean moving 1n which directlon?
A, The ship was moving to port, turning port.

Q. What was the conditign of MELBOURNE's 1llumination at that polnt of time?

A. MELBOURNE was darkened. My only indlcatlon of the state of the navigation light was
that the overtaking light indicator was on, From this I assumed that all navigation lights were
on, &5 was the common magter swltch.

Q. Where 1s the overtaking light indicator situated?
A. 0On the port slde, forward on the bridge.

Q. Were you able, from where you stood, to check whether other navigation lights were burning?
A. No, I wasn't.

Q. Where 1s the switch which you say ls common to all the navigation lights and the
overtaking light? )
A. Port slde, forward on the bridge. On the forward screen.

Q. At this point of time, did you hear any sound gzignals?

A. At about this time the Captaln ordered to sound two short blasts. I moved around behind
the QOfficer of the Watch and saw the Second Officer of the Watch make the two short blasts, from
the starboard siren.

Q. Now this movement of MELBOURNE to port that you described, did that have any effect on the
relative bearing of EVANS from MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, 1t diad.

Q. What effect did you observe it to have?
A. I obeerved EVANS to move from about 10 degrees on the pert bow to about 1C degrees on the
starboard bow.

¢, Did you see her moving through ahead to the starboard bow?
A, Yes.
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Q. Wwhat was the next thing that you observed about EVANS' relative bearing from MELBOURNE?
A. I have no particular recollestions of any observations as regards relative bearing.
EVANS moved to the starboard bow. It may have been 10 or 15 degrees.

Q. 10 or 15 degrees?
A. ©Out on MELBOURNE's starboard bow.

Q. Yes, And then?

A. Then the Leading Tactical Operator reported to the Captain from the EVANS, "I am coming
hard right," or "I have right full rudder.” I'm not sure of the exact words. And, &t the same
{ime, I observed visually that EVANS wae starting to swing to starboard.

Q. Cen you give us an idea of the time that intervened between the Captain giving the
Leading Tactical Operator a message to EVANS £bout his course, and the Leading Tactical Operator
coming back and giving him a measage from EVANS?

A. T estimated the time to be, the time it took me to - between the two orders or the two
statements - to move across the bridge, watch the Becond Officer of the Watch sound two short
blasts, and then move back to the port side again,

Q. And your extimate of that time interval would be what?
A. 10 secondg, 12 seconds,

Q. Did you continue to observe EVANS' course?
A. I continued to observe that she was swinging to starboard.

Q. Yes. And with what degree of helm, as far as you could see?
A, Az far as I could see, maximum rudder was being used, jnasmuch as the turn was tightening,
until the moment of impact. .

Q. Before the moment of impact, were any pipes sounded in MELBOURRE?
A. Before the impact we - I sounded collision gtations.
Q. Before the moment of colligion, were any engine orders given in MELBOURNE?

A. I think I heard, "Stop both engines." I certainly heard, “Fyll astern both engines,”
passed from the Captain to the Officer of the Watch and down to the wheelhouse,

Q. With what officer did those two orders originate? )
A. "Stop both engines," I don't know, "Full astern both engines,” I heard the Captain give
the order.

Q. What is your estimate of the time whan the collision between the two ships occurred?
A. It is only an estimate, About 3:15. :

Q. And did you observe, from the compass, the heading of MELBOURNE at the time of collision?
A: No, I didn't.

Q. Are you able to give us an estimate of MELBOURNE's heading at the time of the collision?
A. I did observe the strip repeater on 235, aome ghort time before the collision. T
wouldn't like to say how long before. Bome seconds, in my impreesion.

Q. And are you able to glve an estimate from that?
A. Purely an estimate. I thought about 230.

Q. At the time of the collislon, what was the angle between the headings of the two ships?
A. About 100 or 110 degrees. In other words, EVANS was not - had not reached the point at
being at right ghgle to MELBOURNE 's course. ’ .

Q. And where was the impact principally taken by EVANS?
A. In the vicinity of the forward funnel, Just & 1little aft of the forward fannel.

Q. Ard by MELBOCURNE?
A. On the bow, virtually right ahead, full bow,

Q. Was there any nolse associated with the impact?
A. Yes, some noise. Not as much noise as I would have expected.

@. If EVANS had not altered course to starboard, after the MELBOURNE had altered course to
port, would the collision in your opinion have occurred?
A. In my opinion, no.

Q. If the MELBOURNE had remained steady and the EVANS had altered course to starboard as
she did, would the collision have occurred?
A. I don't know, inasmuch as MELBOURNE was swinging at the time I got on the bridge.

Q. Accordlng to your understanding of the position, who had the eonn of the ship at the
tim- you arrived on the bridge?
A. The captain,

Q. From thaet time, until the time of collislon, to what extent was there collaboration
between you and him?

A. There was no collaboration from the time I arrived on the bridge. He knew I was there
but he did not discuss actions.

i
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Q. 1've ask you about the ships navigating lights. Are you able to tell us anything about
l1ights on the flight deck of MELBOURNE?

A. My {mpreasion, on coming out of my sea cabin was that there were no noticable lighting on
the f1ight deck at that time.

Q. 7Did you make any reports to him during that psricd?
A. No, 1 did not.

Q. Ah you come out of your sea cabin, do you have a view or not of the whole of the flight deck?
A. 1 have a view of the whole of the flight deck, but I did not in faet look aft. I would see
the middle and the forward section of the fligha deck by just walking out of the cabin. :

Q. 4And in thoge sections, did you have any observation of lights?
A. I wasn't conscious of any bright lighting, or moon 1ighting, on the £fl{ght deck,

Q. Where are the lights on the flight deck located? Can you tell uas, Commander?

A, There are outline lights on the flight deck, small white, sometimes rTed lights, on the deck
itself. There is also the moon lighting system, uhich consiste of lights above thc bridge and the
mast which e¢sn illuminate the flight deck in three different groups.

Q. Where are those three groups situatad?
A. The control switches . ., ,

Q. No. The groups of lights, the three groups, where are they situated?’
A. They are all on the island forward of the mast, pointing to the forward section, amidships
aection and after section.

Q. And are they trained to illuminate different parts of the flight deck?
A. Inasmuch as the three groups {lluminate eithar the forward, smidships or after section or
any combination. - . 2

Q. I think you said earlier in your testimony that only. . .Before we come to that, what color
do the "moon lights" show?
A. They sre a whitish color. I haven't seen them from outboard,

Q. But inboard they are white? Where is the overtaking light situated?
A. The overtaking light itself is on the walkway right at the stern of the lhip, some 3 feet
below flight deck level.

Q. Now, 1s the switch for that light independent of, or eonnected with, the switch for the
navigation light?

A. All the lights cap be operated independently, but the normal procedure L{s, {f running without
lights the independent switches would be made, 8o it could be controlled by the officer of the watch
with the one common master switch, some 3 feet in front of the center line compass.

Q. It is desired then, to burn the overtaking light and no other lights, this can be done?
A. This can be done, yes.

Q. You eaid, that you haven't observed the precise color of the moon lighting from outboard,
but ¢an you tell us the extent to which they sre visible to ships in company?

A. Only from the reports from ships in company, that we have asked on occasions, 1f they can
see them, or whether they are bright or not.

Q. Yes.
A. And the report is that they can be seen quite noticeably, and the ahips themselves haven't
had any difficulty because of {it.

Q. What are the duties of the Navigating Officer, with respect to the ahip!s lighting?

A. My responsibility is to ensure that the lighting {s operating satisfactorily, in a eorrect
operating state, although it mey not necessarily be on. When they are burning, I am reaponsible
for the correct lighting in accordance with the normal regulations or for the requirements for the
perticular period concerned. The Officer of the Watch is in fact responsible for switching them
on and off as required. .

Q. Do you have control of any lights other than the navigsting lights?
A. Only signal projectors, chart table lights. Generally, internal lights {n the bridge srea.

Q. Who has the prime responsibility for the lights on the flight deck?
A. The Flying Control Position.

Q. Can you tell us who was the off{cer in that position on the night in question?
A. LCDR Payne. He informed me that he was the officer in the Plying Control Position at the time.

i}
Q. You have told us that st the time you firet aww EVENS what was her bearing relative to
MELBOURNE's. Are you sble to tell us what would have been tha MELBOURNE's bearing relative to EVRENS?
A. My immediate impression, which was just & glance through, or one look through the binoculers,
was that we were ahead of EVANS, I don't know the appreciable inclination.

Q. Could you elaborate on that a little? Seen from EVANS, where would you have expected MELBOURNE \q

ta be?
A. From my first glance, right shead.
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Q. 1If the situation ia that only the overtsking light was burning, what would be the position
with regard to the master wwitch, and with the individusal svitches for the main navigation lighta?
- A. T.o master switch would be on, and the remaining navigation lights would be required to be

switched off individually on the switchboard, which is st the back of the bridge.

Q. So if only the navigation and tha overtaking light is burning, the master switch is on, then
the individusl switches to the steaming lights and the running lights would be?
A, Would need to be made,

Q. They would be in what situation?
A. They would be off,

Q. 1Is there a responsibility to see that the ship doesn't show lights which might be confused
with navigation lights and if so, whose responsibility is that?

A. Well, sir, I would say there is & responsibility to see that we don't burn lights that eould
be confusing. The initial responsibility, I don't think, rests with the ship, inasmuch as the lighte
are - should be fitted with these 1ights which are required for varicus operations.

Q. These 1ights on the flight deck are required to ba switched on for the purpose of what operstion?
A. Normally, switched on for the atarting of propellor driven aircraft. Then tha sections changed
for the actual light groups, change for the launch snd then once agsin change for the land-on and
then switched off again.

Q. Is it your opinion that these lights, when in use, could be confused with ship's nevigation
lights? S
A. Not having seen them from outboard, I don't know. They are fitted in all carriers, I goather,

Q. Are you familiar with a publication called the, "MELBOURNE Escort Handout," which is exhibited
in evidence here as Exhibit 171 ..
A. Yes, I sm, R . ¥

.Q. Examine it, {f you wish. Can you tell us if that contains any information with reapect to
MELBOURNE's lights, what they - where they are located? - - :
A. Yes, it does contsin informstion regarding lights.

Q. Can you tell us what it saye?
A. For which lights, sir?

Q. What information has it with respect to MELBOURNE's lights?

A. It indicates the type of lighting that would normslly be uased, which would be laid down in
the tactical doctrine for the operational exercise. And it indicates which lights we would be burning
for fiving operations.

Q. What does it say with respect to that matter?
A. For all lights, sir?

Q. Yes.

A. Dimmed forward side lights, flying lights, which are red, white, red lights to conform with the
International Regulations, an additional red 1ight visible from the air for the benefit of the pilots,
drop lights over the stern, once again for the benefit of the air crew and visible from the stern,
the truck 1lights which I mentioned earlier, and moon lighting, which are of course, are in addition
te the flight deck illumination lights.

Q. Do you know if the carrier was burning red trnick lighta before the collision?.
A. 1 assumed she was, but I don't know. Helicopters were airborne and it would be normsl to
burn them.

Q. vhat Ls the ususl practice about switching on red truck lights before flight operations?

A. Red truck lights will be switched on {f helicopters are i{n the vicinity of the ship, and
also immediately before launch and land-on. And they will be switched on at the time the {lying
lights are switched on.

Q. 1s this fact transmitted to the task group by any aignala?

A, We will transmit to the task group, & group signal that we are about to commence flying
operations. At the same time, we will change our navigational lighting to the lighting required
for - by the regulations, which will inctude truck lighting.

Q. Are you able to say from when the helicopters had been in the air before collision?
A, No. I wasn't there when they were airborne. There had been a running turnaround and
gometime before, they had taken off again.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Commander, are there certain legal requirements with the respect to the navigation lights of
a ship? ‘
A. Navigstion lights are to be burnt in accordance with International Regulations, yea, sir.

Q. Does the ship itself or anyone in the ship have the responsibility to inaure that those
legal requirements are met by the ship's lighta?

A, The Captain ultimately has the responaibility to insure that he shows the correct lights
necessary.
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Q. Dres the Captain charge anyone under his command with responsibility for dealing with these
matters on his behalf?

A. He would charge by his Night Ovders, sir. Ha would require to be called at a particular
time for - in event a ship approaching s ship in the formation. He would also require the Officer
of the Wateh to display the correct lighting, 1f necessary.

Q. Do the legal requirements you have referred to, include anything concerning the placement
¢f the lights, their color and the bearing from which they may be seen?
A. The navigation lights, yes, sir.

Q. Does the Captain have responsibility for compliance with those asspects of law? .
A. He has responsibility to insure that the lights, the navigation lights he is burning, is
in accordance with these regulations, yes.

Q. And does he charge anyone within the ship with the reaponsibility of desling with these
matters on his behalf?
. A. I wouldn't like to say that he specifically charges snybody. He would expect...l consider
it the Navigator's responsibility to insure that those lights are in accordance to the rogulltion.

Q. Would you describe - let me start over. You have described a stern light or overtlking
Iight {indicator, which is visible on the forward bulkhead of rhe bridge.
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Which is {1luninated when the overtaking light is on.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are there similiar indicators for any other navigstionel lights?
A, Yes, sir. There are indicators for all the navigational lights.

Q. Individually? - D
A. Yes, air. T ' T

Q. So that there is,1if Iunderstand you correctly, an indicator for the red port running light,
the green starbosrd running light, the mast head Iight and the range light? 1s that correct?
A. Yes, air.

Q. Where sre they located?
A, They are located on the atarboard after bulkhead of the brtdge.

Q. Are they visible so there iz an unobatructed view of those lndicators from the positinn
which you were occupying just prior to collision?

A. From the position that I said that 1 was at, was on the port side, T could not see them.
The Second Officer of the Watch, by turning and loocking aft could see them.

Q. Did you happen to notice those indicators just prior to collision?
A. Not consciously noticing them, no, sir.

Q. Was it the practice in MELBOURNE to check those indicators on each occasion when the
navigation lights were switched on or off?
A. Yes, it was, sir.

Q. Who would do that?
A, The Officer of the Watch,

Q. Was it aslgo the practiée to go to whatever position is neceassary, #o that ome could actually
view the light in question to determine whether it was on or off?

A. The actual light {tgel¥f? It was the practice of the lookouts reporting every change in
steaming and rumning li{ghts - ride lights.

Q. The lockouts?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In addition to the visual check of the indicator light?
A. Visually, the Officer of the Watch would check the indicator light, sir. He could also
check of the 1ights visually. He could see two of them from the bridge.

Q. Which ones?
A. He could see a glow from the forward steaming light to indicate that it was on.

Q. A white light?
A. White light, yes, sir.

Q. And what is the other?
A. And he could see & glow from both the port and starboard lights, 1{f they were in the
bridge position.

Q. That is to say, if the ones closer to the bridge were baing used?
A, Yes, oir. .

Q. Which ones were being used on the night we are talking about?
A. TFor mormal running, we would use the bridge lights.
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Q. Were those the ones in use?

A, I'mmnot - T didn't check them myself to sea Lf thay were in fact the onss on at the time.
The others would only be put on for-switched across st the time we operated afrcraft, and on
completion would be switched back to the island position. It's part of the normal drill for
changing lights.

. Would you say agsin how long you have bean sboard MELBOURNE?
A. Since the 16th of December, last year.

Q. Have you ever bean conscious of an occasion during that period, when the fndicetor light
was on, but the corresponding running light was off or vice versa? Whers the indicator light was
off due to some defect, but the corresponding navigation light was on?

A. Not to my knowledge, no, air.

Senior Member: We will take a brief recess.

The board recessed at 1032 hours, 17 June 1969,
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The board opened at 1055, 17 June 1969.

All persona connected with the board, who were pressnt whan the board racessed, were again
present. Commander Horton resumed his seas ans a witness.

EXAMINATIOR BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q: Could you tell us, Commander, whether a Navigational Dats Book is kept in MELBOURNE? If so,
where it is now?
A: Yes, it is kept. It is in my brisfcase.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Could we trouble you to open it, sir. Counsel now offer
this to be marked for identification as Exhibit 43

Q: That document now marked for identification Exhibit 43 ia the MELBOURNE Havigational Data
Book, and does it correctly record the navigational data pertinant to that ship?

A: 1 correctly recorded the data that I had to begin with. There is data regarding turning
trials that I had not got, that Captain Stavenson was given.

Q: Yes, I think you might accept, Commander, that we have that information in a‘tcparnte
publication. Apart from that, is it complete and accurate?
A: As far as I know it is accurate, and navigastionslly, it is complete.

Counsel for the board (CAPT Robertson): I'm sorry, air, but they are not getting the answer.

Q: Would you rapsst that last?
A: As far as I know, it is asccurate and complate on navigational matters.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel then offers in evidenca as Exhibit 43, this racord,
on the understanding that at s later stage, it will be determined by the board what parts are
relevant and only those parts will be part of the record.

Senior member: That is entirely suitable, Commander,
EXAMINATIOR BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:
L)
Q: Commander, you have stated that in the period prior to the collision, that you had come to
the bridge, but that you had no collaberstion with the Captain. I believe you said that you did
not discuss anything, and that you made no reports to him. Did you make any recommendations to him
concerning engine orders or wheel orders?
A: No, I didn't, sir.

Q: Commander, you have stated that you were called, as plemned, at about 0310 in anticipation
of flying operationa?
A:  Yes, sir.

Q: Which, I believe, were scheduled for about 03307
A: Thet's correct, air.

Q: 1If I recall correctly, you stated that it may heve taken you a minute and a half to dress
and proceed to the bridge?
A: An estimation, sir, yes.

Q: Could you estimate the time between the time you arrived close encught to the bridge to hear
the first thing that you reported hearing, namely, "Port 30", and the colliasion?
A: 1 would have thought about a minute and a half, sir. This is purely an estimation, sir.

Q: From the time that you were awakened, to the time you arrived on the bridge, where you had
a view of EVANS, ware your eyes exposed to any white light?

A: No, wir. My cabin, with the door open, the lighting circuits are automstically cut out,
and wy door had besn cpen all night.

Q: Would you ary that your eyes were dark adapted?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: At the time you arrived on the bridge?

A:  Yes, sir.

Q: You estimated that the range to EVARS from HIIBOURNE, at the time you firat saw EVANS, may
have been 1,500 yards or more?
A: that'l correct, sir.

Q: Did you see the entire ship down to the waterline, or was part of the ship obacured by

MELBOURNE'a flight deck?
A: Fo, I saw the entire ship, sir.

Q: Commander, are you familar with the term "extremis", as applied to shiphandling situations?
A: It's not familar to wme, oo, sir.
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Senior member: The bosrd has no furthar quastions for this witnass.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Commander Horton, the rules now provide that you have a
privilege to make any further statement covering anything relating to tha subject matter of the
inquiry, that you think should be brought out as & matter of record, that has not been solicited
by previous queations, Do you have anything to say in accordance with that invitation?

A: No, I don't, sir.

Senior member: The board has a further question.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q: Commander, is it the responaibility of the navigating officer to ansure that the clocks
in the ship are accurste and aynchronized?
A: Those clocks thet have to do with the operstional aspscts, yas, sir,

Q: Could you describe the procedure for ensuring that clocks are opsrational, or mavigational
related clocks kept accurste end i{n aynchronization? -

A: Yes, sir. I have a yeoman. His task is to psreonally check and line up the clocke. Each
morning at ebout 7:40, in that srea, at the same tims, he makes a general time check throughout
the whole ship. He also holds time checks for the clocks concerned. That's the Signal Department,
Operations, Flying, the bridge, and before sny particular avolution as such. He also doms it At the
end of the day before the night flying or avening's cowmpence. .80, ] would empect to 8o {t
at least twice and possibly three times a day, parsonally check all the elocks.

Q: And ageinst what standard does he check the c¢locka?

A: He takes a time check daily. For chronometer and deck watches, he keeps a constant leog on
Bein and loss. But before he does a time check, he will do-it by checking his own’clock by radio
time signal, and from the deck watch check the other clocks, .

Q: And would you get the time signal by radio on the one occasion per day, or would he ba on
each of the two or three occasions get such a time check?

A: He would normally do it on each occasion, sir, But if he dossn't get it, he can refer
back to the chronometer or the deck watches, on which he {3 running a daily time check and deily
gain and los: of time. This way he can interpolate for any small discrepancies.

Q: Looking back from the time of collision, is the record of the latest time check obtsined
by radio in MELBOURNE? ’ ]

A: The record of the latest time check, that'a the records, it was 0800 the previous wmorning,
but he had in fact checked all the clocks at about sunset on the evening of the collision. I, in
fact, saw him there turning the bridge clocke myself,

- Q: Did he get a time check by radic at thet time in the evening?
A: 1 don't know, sir. He vas using the deck watch to check them, I didn't know whether
he had sctually had a time check, or had taken it from his chronometer. The clocks were all
subsequently checked after the collision,

Q: Ts it desirable to check the cynchronization of clocks in the task group wvhen the task
group plans to rigzag?

A: During the zizag, the time checks will be passed during stages, sir. I cannot say when
the last time check hed been passed. :

Q: Whose responsibility is it to accomplish that, within the task group? :
A: The Officer of the Mktch will, when the szigzag is executed, unless otherwise directed by
the Captain, than he will do a time check at the next turning peint -

Q: Comnander, are you fsmilar with the International Regulations for the Prevention of
Collision at Sea?
A:  Yes, oir.

Q: Are you familar with Rule 21, thereof?
A: Yas, sir.

Q: Rule 21, I believe, prascribes certain obligations of s vessel which 1s required by the
rules to keep out of the way of the other. It goes on to say somathings about what the other
vessel, namely the one who is normally raferred to as the privileged vesael. Do you recall what
is stated therein?

A: Yes, sir. 1t states that if the privileged vassel considers that the action being taken
by the giving wey vessel is not sufficient, or in sufficient time, to avoid a_collision, then the
privileged vessel must take necessary action herself to endsavor to avoid a collision.

Q: With respect to this rule, what is your opinion ss to the moment that obligation of the
privileged veasel became operative in the case of MELBOURNE?

A: It is my opinion, sir, inasmuch as I was pot there in the initial stages, but the stsges
the Captain considered, thet action being taken by EVANS wss not sufficient, or would not be
sufficient to avoid a collision. He, by Rule 21, was raquired to take steps himself.

Q: Was thst before or after your arrival st the bridge?
A: I don't think I can go into thet ome, sir, inastuch as we wers taking aveiding action
when I srrived on the bridge. : SR R - -
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Q: I asked for your opinion, Commander, as to when this moment arrived?

e e e e |

Counael for the board (CDR Glass): With respect, sir, perhapa the witness could be told that
if the facts which existed before he arrived are not known to him, it might be difficult for him
to express an opinion.

Senior member: Let me put it this way.

Q: Given the situation, which you saw at the time you arrived on the bridge, is it your view,
then, that it was then at or past the time at whicb the privileged vessel should tske action on
her owvn to avoid collision?

A: T still don't feel, sir, that I can give an opinion inasmuch I don't know what EVAN'»
movements were nor ours, for that matter, up until the time I arrived on the bridge and this would
of necessity, influence my thinking one way or the other.

Q: Commander, were the clocks related to operstions and navigation checked after the collision?
A:  Yes, sir.

Q: At wvhat time?
A:  About ten, fifteen minutes. I wouldn't like to give an exact time. My yeoman chacked all
the clocks that were relevant at the time.

Q: Against vhat standard did he check them?

A: He checked them, certainly, against the chronometer, and perhaps ageinst a tvadio time
check, but I would say a chronometer inasmuch ss we had an conatant record of the chronometer and
it could be got at immediately. He checked all the operations, bridge and flying control clocks.

Q: Wes there any indication of any error in any of them?
A: I did see the results which were irmediately afterwards given to the people collecting
the records. I sav nothing more than seconds between the various clocks.

-
-

Q: Can you tell us where that record of results may be found at this time?
A: It was handed in with all the other documents, which were considered to be handed in.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL F(R THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q: Could you tell us, please, the name of the yeoman who made the checks at the various times?
A: Lleading Airman McIntosh.

S$enior member: The board has no further questions.
The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room.

Counsel for the board ( CAPT Robertson): Counsel for the board at this time will call
Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramsay.

Senior member: Very well,

Counsel for the board: - Lieutenant Ramsey, you vrecall the cath wvhich was administer to you at
the prior session?

LT Ramsey: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: You are reminded that you oath is still binding.

LT Ramsey: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Because of the proceedings which took place at that time, I did not
have the opportunity to give you the preliminary atatement which we are giving to each witness.
You recall the specific advice you were given at that time as to your rights. I will give you the
additional advice at this time as to the subject matter of the hearing and the nature of the
proceedings. Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramaey, you have been called as a witness for this board
of investigation which 1s inquirying into the circumstances surrounding the collision of RMAS
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS because it understood that you have evidence which may assist
the board in its investigation, you are advised that the evidence is being received in open
session and the disclosure of classified information is not suthorized during open sessiong, Should
the answer to any question which you are asked required you to disclose classified information, you
are requested not to answer the question but to advise the board that the answer would require you to
to disclose classified information. In such cases you will later be given the opportunity tu
testify as to the classified information in closed session. However, if you can snswer the question
either in part or in gensral terms without disclosing specific classified detsil, you should do so
.adviging the board of your desire to amplify in later closed sesaion. Do you understand that?

Lt Ramsey: Yes, sir.

Counsel for LT Ramsey (LT Tilton): Yes, sir. Gentlamen, prior to proceeding I have a request
for inquiry if you please. Regarding any testimony Mr. Ramsey may give I would anticipate
this testimony would take several sessions. And in view of this as Mr. Ramsey's counsel, I would
aak that following each session perhaps we would be entitled to a copy of the testimony for our
own review, ¥ould this be possiblet .
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Senior member: The board will consider this request during fts closed session,

Counsel for the board: ¥s that the only r.quas:'tlnt counsel intends to make at this time?

Counsel for LT Ramsey (LT Tilton): The only requast, yes.

Counsel for the board: Are there any other matters the board should take up in closed session

before it closes with respect to Lieutenant Ramaey's testimony, to your knowledge that you wish to
bring to the boards attention?

Counsel for LT Ramsey (LT Tilton): I would prefer to have the mstter which 1 just brought up
taken care of first,

Senior member:

I want to have it understood that I would like to have a closed executive
session.

Counsel for the board: At this time the bosrd will be closad.

All persons sxcept board
members snd counsel will leave the room.

The board closad for executive session at 1125 hours, 17 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1330, 17 June 1969.

Counsel for the board: All person; connected with the board who were present when the board
recessed, were again present. Let the record reflect that this is an open session and anyone who
has been called at a witness or may be called as a witness should withdraw from the board room.

Senfor Member: LTX Ramsey, your counsel has requested toc review your testimeny daily. A
prior witnese has made an essentially identical requsst. In both cases we are to some extent
limited by mechanics of the production of tha written record of procesdings. In both cases the
board rules that it will make the written transcript of his tsstimony available for the review
by the respective witness and his counsel at the completion of the witnesses' vnclassified and
classified testimony so that he may determine {f he wishes to add anything. Following this review,
each such witness will be given an opportunity to add anything related to the subject matter of
the investigatien. :

LT Tilton: Captain Robertson, at this tims as Mr. Ramsey's counsel I would liks to make a
statement, if I wmight,

Counsel for the board: With perwmission of the board, eir? -
Senior Member: Cranted.

LT Tilton: Gentlemen of the board, My. Ramsay and I recognize and appreciate the grave raspon-
eibility and extremely difficult task which you have been called here to perform. We also fully
recognize and understand the limitations of this board and certainly we appreciste the courtesy
and understanding you have extended ro My. Ramsey, within and conacnant with these limitations.
Furthermore, it is Mr. Ramsey's very sincere desire to bring forth all the true facts concerning
this tragic naval disaster in which #o0 many of his personal friends and fellow shipmates lost their
lives, in the hope that such an event might never happen again. Both Mr. Ramsey and I are certain
this board recognizes that the truth will prevail and that the true facts will be known and will be
made avallable to the Navies of all free nations of fhe world. Our own history tells us, however,
that the truth can best be reached in an enviromment {n which all the constitutional rights and
guarantees of the individual are fully snd cowmpletely safeguarded, This board on Saturday of the
rest wveek, after carefully considering ocur request and reviewing its own sutherity, concluded that
it was without authority to make testimony of prior witnesses available to me as Mr. Ramsey's counse!
and that it was without authority to grant the right to recall prior witnesses, and that it wvas with-
out authority to grant the right to confront and cross-examine all witnesses. Earlier, this board
prohibited the presence of counsel during testimony presented by other witnesses though in fact the
public, quite properly, were permitted to attend such sessions. You have also advised Mr. Remsey
that he has been suspected of a military offense of negligently hararding a vessel., In viewv of the
complex nature of this offense and the total inability of counsel to effectively advise Mr. Ramesey
without a complete and thorough knowledge of all the facts, I have accordingly advised My. Ramaey
that he should not ynder these present circumstances waive his constitutional rights by making any
statement to this board. Mr. Ramsey, after careful consideration and with this advice, declines to
make & statement at this time, reserving of course the right te testify before any board or formal
body, hereinafter convened which has the authority to grant him his full comstitutional rights. We
are confident in making this decision that our Australian friends as well as all Amsricans will
understand and apprecaite that this decision is fully consistent with both reason and honor, and
signifies nothing wore nor anything leas. This decision is based not on what we know, gentlemen,
but rather simply, on what we do not know, but what we in fact must know Lif we are to intelligently
waive any of these rights we all hold so dearly. Therefore, gentlemen, it is respectfully requested
that Mr, Ramsey be excused from further attendance of the hearings of this board.

Scnior Member: The board will wish to confer with counsel on this request that Mr. Ramsey be
exsused from attendance in this board and therefore we will adjourn to close executive sessiom,

Counsel to the board: The board will recess.

The board having deliberated in executive session, adjourned at 1800, 17 June, until 0830,
18 June 1969, -
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