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Q: How did that meslaS. come to your attention? 
A: It came over. what I would call PRITA~ They save her 8 Formation One and giving the 

ststions as MELBOURNE, then EVANS. 

Q: And comdng over PRITAC, did you hear it through headphones or through an amplifier on 
the bridget 

A: Through an amplifier-apeaker arrangement. 

Q: 
A: 

Approximately when was it that you heard that message? 
I would guess somewhere about 0310, in that area. 

At the time that message came through what was the course of your ship? 
We had just resumed. I believe if I remember right, 260, around in that area. 

Q: 
A: 

Q: And was 
A: Right. 

minutes on that 

a zig· zag change coming up sometime thereafter? 
If I remember right we had just come to that course 
course to go, If I remember right. 

and sttll had about 3 or 4 

Q: I would like to correct the term of a question I put to you, it is the course of the 
force" at the time this message came through that we are interested in. not the particular 
course of the destroyer you were in. What t. the answer to that question? 

A: Exactly at that time I cannot remember, I would say we were just coming to 260 or we 
had just came to 260 as part of the zig-zag plan. 

Q: What was the base course at that time? 
A: 220. 

Q: Well. what was the next matter that came to y~~r attention after the signal Pormation 
One to EVANS? 

A: I heard Over the same circuit the MELBOURNE calling the EVANS. I believe at that time 
she gave her heading and she coupled it. 

Q: By that you mean that it was sent out in code, of course. 
A: Yes. 

Q: The code, what heading did she give? 
A: I believe it w· ... s 260. 1 remember it - well. it was either 260 or 265. 1 can't 

remember at this time. I remember we looked it up and it jibed with what course we were on 
for that part of the zig-zag plan. 

Q: Did you hear any acknowledgement of that signal from anybody? 
A: Yes, sir. The EVANS rogered. 

Q: And what was the next thing that you heard? 
A: The MELBOURNE telling the EVANS that they held her on a collision course. 

Q: Are you able to recollect the time that i~t~ened between the signal giving her c~se 
and that last signal you mentioned? 

A: It "Would all be 8 pure conjecture on my part. 1 ,~uld say that there was a pause, but 
how long I don't know. 

Q: And did you hear any acknowledgement of that signal? 
A: Yes, well. I can't be .ure if it was right after that. It was acknowledged and either 

right then or shortly after that the EVANS came out with. ''My l'Udcler Is right full. tI 

Q: And did you hear any other signal? 
A: And the MELBOURNE came back i-aaediately with. ''My rudder is left hard. n 

Q: During the time that the.e messages were being heard by you what were you able to 
observe of the two ships? 

A: Only I heard that she was •••••• he stated that they held her on a cotIllion course, I 
started watching the radar scope. And I ~atched the two blip. on the radar Bcope going 
together. 

Q: Was there, as far as you were concerned, any communication difficulty during this 
period? 

A: I do not believe 80. 

Q: The signals that you heard on the PRltAC, were they clear, indi.tinct or what? 
Al They were very clear on our bridge. 

Q: Did you. apart from watching the event on the radar 41.play, .1ao vetch t~ viaua1ly? 
A: 1I0t untll the .hips .... d c ... t"Bether on the ICope. It VII only .fter t ... t u..e t ... t 1 

.. ent on the .tarboard vi", of the bridgo. My JOD ... d been up there .n thio tbe before. 

Q: I. he in Sublc Bay or i. he aone? 
A: No •• ir. 
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Q: Where 1 s he now1 
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A: He has left Suble Bay end 1s 1n route to the United States at this time. 

Q: When you went out on the starboard bridge what did you 8ee? 
A: I saw something going down the port side of MELBOURNE and what I realize now to be 

steam, 1n the Vicinity of her bow. That was with the uae of glasses. 

Q: And with what degree of clarity were you able to lee the t~-lO ships? 
A: I could see the MELBOURNE quite clearly because at this time she had ample lights on. 

I could reRI1y not distinctly see what .eemed to be passing down her port side. It could have 
also been part of a ship. which is really all I could determine at that time. 

Q: What lights did she then have on. did you then see rather? 
A: I really honestly couldn't answer that question. 

Q: Were there any lights exhibited in addition to the ordinary navigation lights? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: What were they? 
A: I w,)uld aay juat her deck lighting along the edge - other lights othlor than her normal 

navigAtion light.. It .eemed like ahe wa. atarting to turn on all her lights at this time. 
Only at this time, I still did not realize that they had collided. 

Q: How long after that - the collision had occurred, then you say? 
A: I would say it had occurred because of the fact, now what I believe to be steam. whAt 

I saw on her bow. 

Q: Do I understand you to say that it was only shortty before the collision that you had 
a visual - -

A: I would say it was after the collision that- I firs,t saw her do~ng this ev"lution. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel has no further questions of the witness. 

EXAMINATl(Jq BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the aenior member: 

Q: Mr. Newby. immediately following the collision when you stepped out to view MELBOURNE 
through your glasses, did you see any lights that were identifiable as MELBOURNE's navigational 
lights? 

A: I believe I did, but thinking back, I really can't positively say that I did. 

Q: Mr. Newby, when you were on watch prior to the collision, did you keep moment to moment 
or minute to minute track of EVANS as she proceeded to move in response to the F~~TION ONE 
signal? 

A: Visually watching her. no. sir. 

Q: By any means? 
A: On the open bridge, up around the bridge, no, sir. I simply was watching the two blips 

on the scope and they moved relativ~ to each other. 

Q: But, you did not track these? 
A: No, sir. I did not track them. 

Q: Use a grease pencil on a plotting head or anything? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: Do you know if anyone in your ship did? 
A: I do not believe so. The only place it might be is on our DRT trace. if they did in 

fact track her. 

Q: Would you 
A: No, sir. 

any contacts. 

expect them normally to have done 501 

They would be tracking the carrier, probably track the ship closest'to us nnd 

Q: You testified that you heard a message from MELBOURNE to EVANS in which MELBOURNE said. 
"You are on a collision course," or words to that effect. 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Do you have any means of helping us establish the distance between those two ships At 
that time? 

A: It would only be a guess. It would only be a pure guess. I'm trying to visualize th~ 
scope as it vaa at that ti.e. and I really couldn't aay with any real definite answer. 

Q: Did you exchange information with the Junior Officer of the Deck. or anyone else, on 
the bridge immediately prior to collision, .s to what either of you could aee' 

A: 1 went out on the atarboard wins and looked and be waa out there already looking, seeing 
what he could aee. Our CIC watch auperviaor atepped out Just ahortly before and Baid. II It 
looks like it'. aoina to be • cloae one." That l • about the only real c.,...nlcatlon. Then WE' 

stepped out and Bald well - I couldn't quite let the position relative to the carrier where 
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FVA~S ..."u. 1 thought ,he was going to pass clear of her, trying to get perception In there. 
51' I <l0n't think there was a real exchange about, except for the fact that it looked like it 
\,'.1"; going to be close. 

Q; Do you recall seeing any lights on either ship at this time? 
A: Well then I stepped out there it was after the collision had already occurred. 

out there watching, 1 was inside, and when I got out there, I believe the collision had 
occurred. 

He was 
already 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Thank you Mr. Newby. You ere excused from further 
attendance. You are not excused, you are inVited to say whether there are any other utters 
rpl.-'ted to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be brought out as a matter 
of rpcord which has not yet been brought out by questions. 

LT NeWby: There is nothing. 

Th" .... itnes~ was warned, excu.ed, and withdrew from the hearing room. 

C\'unse1 for the board (CDR GLASS): The board calls LTJG Thompson . 

LTJG Richard Wittick Thompson, U. S. Navy, was called a. a witness for the counsel for the 
', ....... rJ. \ ... ns sworn and testified a8 follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fa! TIlE BOo\RD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDl Glas.): 

Q: You have been called as a witness, LT Thompson. before this board of investigation 
\ ... hlch is inquiring into the circumstances surroundina the collision of ffiAS MELBetrRNE and 
r.S.S. FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you heve eVidence that may •• si.t the 
board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in open 
session of the board and the disclosure of classified information Is not authorized during 
open session. Should the answer to Bny question which you are asked require to disclose 
classified information, you are requested not to anawer the question but to advise the board 
that the answer would require you to disclose classified information. In such cases you will 
later be given the opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed session. 
However, if you can answer the question either 1n part or in general terms without disclosing 
classified matters - specific classified details - you should do so, advising the board of _your 
desire to amplify in later closed session. Under United States law no witness may be cDmpelled 
to ans .... ·er any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse 
to answer any such questions. Do you understand thoae matters? 

A: Yes, sir • 

Q: Would you please state your full name and your renk and ship? 
A: Richard Wittick Thompson. LTJG, U.S.S. James E. KYES (OD-787). 

Q: And were you appOinted to that ship On the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June last? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: What were your normal duties in that ship? 
A: I was CIC Watch Officer. 

Q: And were you on watch that night? 
A: I was. 

Q: When did you come on watch? 
A: At 2345, sir. 

Q: And who was keeping watch with you in eIC? 
A: Well, the watch supervisor, petty officer first class Chapman. and there was petty 

officer second class Hedley. 

Q: And of the persona who were there with you, was one of them keeping a log of the signals 
transmitted over the Primary Tatical Circuit? 

A; Yes, sir, he was. 

Q: Who was doing that? 
A: I can't think of hi. DAme right DOW, sir. 

Q: Whoever it was, was he keeping it under your direction and supervision? 
A: ~ He was sitting in another part of COIIIbat, sir, across the room.. 

Q: Was it your responsibility from time to tt.e to refer to him? 
A: Yes, air. 

Q: And did you fr ... U_ to U .. dudDl thet _tcb check whet w .. heiDI entered in thet 108' 
A: Yes, air. 
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Q: 
kept in 

A: 

Is this document which I ask to be mBrked as Exhibit 32, the PRITAC Log which was being 

RYES on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June? 
Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): The board 1, requested by counsel to admit this into 

evidence B8 Exhibit 32. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL FCIl THE BOo\RD (Cant 'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q: What zone time was kept 1ft that log? 

A: At this time it was COLF. sir. Sir, the log is kept in ZULU, we were in GOLF time. 

Q: Yes. The log was kept in ZULU time and the ship wa. keeping GOLF time. 

A: Yes, air. 

Q: What 1s the time differential between GOLF and ZULU? 

A: . Minus 7. sir. 

Q: What time checks were made 1n eIC during the time you were on watch that night? 

A: I don't recall, sir. 

Senior Member: ~xhlbit 32 may be admitted. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL FCIl THE BOo\RD (Cant' d) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glas8~ 

Q: Would you be good enough to examine this d6cument, LT ThompsoQ. and tell.us what signal 

was received in KYES around about 1952 ZULU ti~? 

A: This is on the 2nd? 

Q: Yes. 
A: IIExecute to follow, SHACKLE. " 

Q: Stop, that's ~ fault. Could you, you know, translate it into plain 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel has no further questions~ 

Senior Member: The board has no questions. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): You are pr4vileged, if you wish, to make 8 further 

statement covering any matter related to the subject of the inquiry that you think should be 

a matter of record in connection therewith, or which has not been fully brought out by 

previous questions. Is there anything that you wish to add? 

A: No. sir. 

The witness was warned. excused and withdrew from the hearing room. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): Counsel calls LT ~ugh. 

LT James Robert Haugh, u. S. Navy, was called as a witness for counsel for the board, was 

sworn and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY CCllNSEL FCIl THE BOo\RD 

QuestioDs by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q: Lt Haugh, you have been called 88 a witness for this board of investigation, which is 

inquiring into the circumstsnces Burrounding the collision of the HMAS MELBOURNE and the 

U.S.S. FRANK E. EVANS. because it is understood that you have evidence which ~y .ssist the 

board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in'open 

session of the board. and that disclosure of ci •• sified information is not authorized during 

open session. Should the answer to any qu~stion you are asked require you to disclose 

classified information, you are requested not to answer the question, but to .dvise the board 

that the answer would require you to disclose cl.saified info~tion. In such c •• es you will 

later be given the opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed sesaion. 

However, if you can answer the que.tion either in part or in general terms, without disclosing 

specific classified details, you should do 80, advising the board of your deaire to amplify tn 

later closed aession. Under United State. law no witness may be compelled to answer any 

question, the anawer to which may tend to incr~nate him, and you may refuse to anaver any 

luch questlon. Do you underltand thole oblervationa1 

A: Yes, I do. 

Q: Would you ple .. e .tate your full _ and rankt 

A: James Robert Rlulh. LT, United States aavy. 
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Q: And on the n1aht of the 2nd and 3rd of June, wbat wa. your appointment? 
A: I wa. the Officer of the Deck on board Everett F. LARSON. 

Q: And what watch were you keeping? 
A: I had the 4 to 8 wetch ln the mornlng. I hod juet relleved the wetch. We had tlme 

difficulties. That', wby on the LARSON, at that tiee. we had jUlt relieved the watch. 

Q: What time W8. it that the watch wa. relieved in LAlSON. using GOLF t~t 
A: Using GOLF time, it wa. at 2:45. 

Q: And when you came on the bridle at 2:45 GOLF time, what wa. the beB. course of the 
force to which LARSON belonged? 

A: The ba.e cours. was 275 at the time I relieved the watch. 

Q: And was it changed before the collilion occurred to any other course? 
A: The next cours., in my recollectlon, v •• 260. 

Q: 
A: 

that we 
And wal that cour.e come to before tbe colli lion? 
Specifically, I don't know exactly at that time. I 
were to come to 260. It was very close to the time 

know it WI. clo.e to that time, 
of colUsion. 

Counsel and senior member had a brief consultation out of bearing of the reporter. 

EXAMINATION BY CCXIIISEL FOIl Til! IlQARI) (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR GLASS): 

Q: My questions may not have been properly expreased LT. I shall go back over. that ground 
again. At that time, shortly before the collision, what was the base eourse of the formation 
to which LARSON belonged, ignoring any zig-zag for the moment. 

A: I don't recollect exactly. I believe the base course was 260 at the time ftnd I was on 
a 275 zig-zag course. 

Q: And is there any difference-in that respect? Are you talking about the zig-zag for the 
whole force or the particular course being followed by your ship for petroling purposes? 

A: The course, the zig-zag course as I understood it, as'I remember it, was 275. I was 
on course 280 for patroling purposes at the time. 

Q; Well, now at this point of time, shortly before the collision, what was the weather 
condition? 

A: Weather conditions, as I recall, were slightly overcast. The visibility was good, due 
to the fact that the moon was above the clouds and provided an excellent horizon. 

Q: Now, if one were not using binoculars, for what range was it possible to identify the 
type of ship and the direction in which she was heading? 

A: Not quite 5 miles. I would say close to 5 miles, but in order to identify the course 
you would have to use binoculars, as I recall. 

Q: Well then. with binoculars, you could identify the course up to what range! 
A: I could identify the course beyond 5 miles. not necessarily the exact cour~t but the 

aspect of the vessel. 

Q: What lights were burning on the ships in the formation, just before the collision? 
A: To the best of my knowledge and recollection, there were no navigational lights 

showing on any vessel at the time t relieved the watch. 

Q: 
I.ARSrn 

A: 

What was, without revealing classified information, the 
to MELBOURNE and EVANS just before the EVANS was ordered 

LARSON was approximately 9,000 yards from MELBOURNE. 

Q: And from EVANS? 
A: Approximately 6.000 yardS from EVANS. 

approximate distance from 
to taltt "o~tione One? 

Q: 00 you recall hearing that lignal frOIl the MELB(lJRRE to EVANS, ''Take Itatlon FCIlM ONE." 
A: Yea. sir, I do. 

Q: Where were you when that .easage came- through? 
A: I wa. on the open bridge. 

Q: With respect to the subject of lights, just going back a ~nt, wa. there any change 
in that cOlUlection frca the tl .. you c_ on watcb until the tl .. of collision? 

A: 1 cannot a,.cl£lca11,. a.,. if there v.a • cbellle prlor to the col1101on - .t the tt­
of the collislon 1 saw ligbts on MlLlCOIII. 

Q: 
A: 

deck. 

What 11,htl dld you aee? 
I aow brisht l1sbta on tbe hl.IId .IId l_dlately ther •• fter flood "l1ahta on the f1iilht 

But prior to the collia1on 1 cannot a.,. vhether there vue a..,. l1shta a'-lng. 
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Q: Welt, I think you were> t~lling u~ where you .... ere when the FORM ONF. signal came through. 
C,''.I1J I .1sk you that ng<lin, plensc? 

A: .'('~, sir. I was on the open bridge. 

,1: And did you obs£'rve what F\'AN'S did following that signal? 
A: No, sir, I did not visually see exactly what EVANS did. 

Th( firt't indictltion I had 85 to what EVANS .... as doing was from the radar scope. She appeand 
[r,lT till' r,1d.1r scope to be- he<lding to her station. 

Q: H(';lding tOw"ards? 
A: H~Ading tn her station. She WAS moving towards - to take her station. I don't know 

' ... hich direction or anything. 

0: Well what W3S the next thing you henrd or saw? 
0\: The next thing I heard on the radio telephorte .... as the MELBOURNE calling the EVANS 

,1dvising her that EVANS was on a collision course, at nhich time I took a quick glance at the 
rad,:lr <lnd I st('pp('d to the starbo.::ard .... ing of the bridge with binoculars and I SBW that they 
were dose. 

Q: Were you by either means able to estimate the distance then between the two ships? 
A: Just from the radar scope itself, I was alarmed at the distance, and that's when 

I 'tepp~d out to the starboard wing with the binoculars and pick.d up the two ships visually. 
I ,,/,,ulcln't ",,'ant to estimate how far apart they were at that time. 

Q: From your visual observation. are you ablp to give us any information from *hat you 
0:',crvc·d 0n the radar display? 

A: ~o, ~ir. Thnt's what I mean. I wouldn't want to estimate it from the radar scope. 
F:.-om the visual observation - it happended in luch 8 .hort period of time, my only thought 
10'35, \,'here is she going to pass, Is she going to pass astern or ahead. I couldn't tell 
frC!:n ;,'hnt I saw. 

Q: '''hat coulL you see at that point of time as to the r('htive bearing of the two ships 
fr-em each other? 

A: Well, at - I couldn't determine whether the EVANS was going to pass astern or whether 
she- ~,~s h,)i:1g to p.-:!ss aheDd of the MELBOURNE. I saw the port bow or the MELBOURNE and the 
st..1rho,'1rc! beam of the EVANS and I just watched the progression from there as the silhouettes 
mE-rgt:": to.-;ether. 

Q: 0:1 ,,'hilt bow of the HELBOt!R~ did the EVANS appeAr to you to be located? 
A: ~"f'll, from our position in the formation it appeared tbat the EVANS was on the 

st:l.rbo.1rd bo,.:, ju.:;·;: from <l visu.1I, strictly from a visual pre<;entation, Rilhouettes agDinst 
t;-,e hurizon. It was difficult to say. 

't. Thi . .: :)~serv.::!tion you h.1d was approximately how long beforE' the call ision? 
t.; Lcs," than one minute. 

Q: After you he<lrd the signal llbout collision course, did you hear anything furthelt OT"! 

t!'e PRITAC circuit? 
A: Yes, sir. I heard the EVANS indicate that her rudder was right full and then I he1lrd 

the }lELBOT.JRNE indicate th1lt her rudder was hard left. 

q: And \-:ere- you sti 11 observing the two ships at this stage? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Wh.'lt did yO'..1 further notice about them as they came up to collision? 
A: t noticed that the two silhouettes merged and at that time I saw a targe cloud at which 

ti~ I thought was dust, and I later decided that was steam that I saw, and it was just - it 
was well defined, there were some lights on the MELBOURNE at that time, because I could see-
the steam from the EVANS. 

Q: Whnt period of time did you have them under view before collision? 
A: Less than a minute, prior to the collision I watched them, with the binoculars. 

Q: I wou\d like to ask you the question again, about the course of 275, which you 
mentioned. D{d you mean that to be a base course, or a base course with a zig-zag added to it? 

A: Base course with a zig-zag added to it. That's the best of my recollection. 

ElWIlNATI ON BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: From the time, Mr. Haugh. that you came on watch at 2:45 local time, on the morning of 
the 3rd. untIl the collislon. wa. there any change 1n the bas. cours.? 

A; No, 511'. From the period of ti_ I was on vatch, there wa. no chanae in any base 
course that I .. recal1. 

ElWIlNATION BY CWIISEL !'(II. THE BOI.RD (Cont'd) 
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Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q: From the period of time that you came on watch until the time of the coillsion, do you 
rec,l11 whether zig-zagging was maintained throughout or whether it was stopped and resumed? 

A: I was only on watch, I only had the deck for less than 15 minutes prior to the 
collisIon Bnd at that time, I can't recall 8 change. All I know is that when I relieved the 
watch. we had executed B zig-zag. I don' recall prior to that what the 

Q: Did you hear any signal from the MELBOURNE giving her course? 
A: I did not hear the signal giving her course. My junior Officer of the Deck indicated 

to me that ~~LBOURNE had signalled her course, shortly thereafter the FORM ONE was given. But 
t did not hear the signal, I was out on the wing of the bridge. 

Q: When you are out on the bridge, Bre transmissions on the Primary Tatical Circuit within 
hellring or not? 

A: They llre within hearing if you've got your ear tuned, but if you are engaged in other 
activities out on the wing of the bridge you can't always hear them. You can't hear the signal 
come over. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: What was the name of the Junior Officer of the. Deck at this time, who informed you of 
this message about MELBOURNE's course? 

A: LTJG Payne. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GLASS)' The board will hear from him, sir. 

EXMIINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: During the period of time of execution of Formation' One until the collision, was 
iln)'body in your ship tracking EVANS and MELBOURNE on a permanent record or grease pencil 
plotting head? 

A: Not to my knowledge, sir. 

SEnior Hember: The board has no further questions of this witness. 

~0unsel for the board (CDR GLASS): You have a privilege to ~ke sny further stat~nt 
c0'/oring <lnything related to the subject matter of the inquiry. if you wish Co do so, anything 
th2t ),ou think should be <i matter of record which has not been fully brought out by the­
pn".'i;)us <:juf>stioning. 

1.TY: Haugh: I have nothing further to say, sir. 

The l.Jitness was warned, excused, <lnd 'Withdrew from the hearing room. 

tr.e board recessed at 1204 hours, 16 June 1969. 
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The board opened at 1440 hours, 16 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again 
present. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this 1s an open session. Anyone who may 
be expected to be called as a witness is asked to withdraw from the board room at this time. 
Orderly will you call Doctor Cordes please. 

Counsel for the board: Sir, with the board's pe:nalssion, at this time we would like to call a 
witness out of logical order. The witness is scheduled to leave tomorrow on board the KEARSARGE. 
He is the Senior Flight Surgeon, and we would not like to detain him at this time. 

Senior Member: UnderstoOd. Please proceed. 

Lieutenant Commander Bernard James Cordes, Medical Corps, U.S. Navy, Senior Flight Surgeon on 
board USS KEARSARGE (cvs 33), was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was sworn and 
testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board 

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization? 
A. MY name is Bernard James Cordes, Lieutenant Commander, Medical Corps, U.S. Navy, Medical 

Officer, USS KEARSARGE. 

Q. Do you have additional duties, in addition to your dut~es on board? 
A. I have additional duties as Medical Officer to Commander Anti-Submarine Warfare Group ONE. 

Q. Do you recall a collision between the EVANS and MELBOURNE on 3 June? 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Did you have any connection with that disaster? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Counsel for the board: I have one statement that I should have made at the beginning Doctor 
Cordes. Since it is not likely that you will be in the area of classified information, I will 
limit the warning solely to the matter, under United States law, no United States witness may be 
cocpelled to answer any question the answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you ma~ 
re~use to answer any such question. Do you understand that~ 

~itness: Yes sir. 

Q. Going back again, did you have any duties in connection with that disaster? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. Have you at my request, prepared a summary of the medical activities in ccnnection with 
t~at disaster? 

A. Yes, sir, I have prepared a statement, concerned with the logistics of the bringing of the 
1::.jur~1 to the KEARSARGE and their treatment and disposition from KEARSARGE. 

;"" 
they b~ 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Do~s it indicate those patients who received serious injuries sufficient to require that 
hospitalized. 
les, it does, sir. 

Does it indicate personnel who may sufrer permanent injuries? 
Yes, it does, sir. 

Q. I show you a piece of paper marked exhibit 33 for identification and ask you if that is 
the pap"":r you have prepared? 

A. Yes, sir, it is. 

Q. And the information in there is true and correct? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In order to save the time of the board, we request that this document be entered as exhibit 
33 and entered in the board's record. 

Senior Member: I would like to know the date that this was prepared. 

Counsel for the board: Doctor, could you indicate the date that this was prepared? 

Witness: Yes, sir, this was prepared on the 16th of June, today. 

Senior Member: Yes, this may be entered as exhibit 33. 

EXAMINATION BY COUIISEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Questions by counsel tor the board. 
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Q. Doctor, in addition, did you take Bny action with respect to persons who lost their lives? 
A. Yes, sir, I have. As Medical Officer of the ship receiving the survivors, I initiated 

both the Death Certificates which have to be prepared for the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery and 
I also prepared death reports which might be applicable to be forwarded to the Judge Advocate 
General in certain cases. 

Q. Would you produce the latter documents? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel would like to point out to the board, we have not yet 
introduced into evidence as to the specific iDdlvi~uals.wno have lost their lives 1n this 
collision. However, this is a case of calling a witness out of order, and we ask that these 
documents be admitted into evidence subject to connecting testimony by a later witness. 

Q. Can you produce them at this time, sir? 
A. Yes, sir, I have them, I also have the one injury report. 

Counsel for the board: At this time we ask the reporter to mark this as Exhibit 34. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Q. To your knowledge is this a complete set of death reports applicable to the personnel on 
board EVANS? 

A. Yes, sir, it is, there is one death report, the man GLINES, who 'Was received dead on 
arrival on board KEARSARGE, the remainder are those of the missing who were declared dead. and all. 
are identical. One different and 73 identical. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers this as exhibit 34 and ask tb4t it be admitted into 
evidence subject to the substitution of other copies identical to the ones here. And of course 
subject to the identity or confirmation of the identity of the ones involved. 

Senior Member: Very well, these will be admitted in evidence as Exhibit 34. 

Counsel for the board: In addition you have one other document, Doctor, would you identify it 
please? 

Witness: Yes, sir, it is a NAVJAG 5800/15, it is an injury report to be sent to the Judge 
Advocate General in cases of personnel who may suffer permanent disability due to an injury in 
which no question of their misconduct or in line of duty arises. 

COllnsel for the board: What is the name of the man hientifieA there? 

Witness: The name of the man is Rodriguiz, Marcos. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Q. Are there any other members who in your opinion are likely to suffer permanently disability? 
A. No, sir, there are not. 

Counsel f'or the board: Very well. We wil.l ask that document be marked Exhibit 35~ We request 
that it be admitted. 

Senior Member: It will be admitted as Exhibit 35. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by Senior Member. 

Q. Do we have a report that is up to date concerning BTC Macayan? 
A. No sir. the most recent renort we have are two messages from Naval Air Facility. Cam Ran 

Bay, dated the 4th and the 5th respectively. I did send a JDeI!lS.B.ge on the 6th or the 7tlt asking f'or 
a little more detail to what was done, and I have not received an answer to that, but the messages 
at this time indicated the prognosis was g~, and I would &8SUIle that the nature of the injuiry to 
Chief' Ma.cayan wu approximately the same as the four patients we have here. He should be doing 
approximately the same. We did receive a message saying there was no additional injuries. 

Counsel for the board: Doctor there are no further questions fran counsel for the board. 
However before you are excused you are advised that at this time you have an opportunity to state 
any further matter that you think should be placed in the record of this investigation which has not 
been brought out by questions previously asked you. 

Witness: I understand what you aaid and I have nothing to add. 

Counsel for the board: Therefore before excusing you, you are advised that you should n~t 
discuss your testimony with any other witness or allow any other witness to discuss his teatimoD¥ 
with you. Should anyone attempt to discusa your testimony with you or hi. testimony with you, you 
should report to counselor the board. You are excused. 
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Lieutenant (jg) Gerald Kenneth Payne, U. S. Naval Reserve, was called as a witness by counsel 
for the board, was sworn and testified as follows: 

EXAMINAT ION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Coun~el for the board (Commander GLASS): LT Payne, you have been called as a witness 1n this 
board of investigation that is inquiring into the circumstances, which surround the collision of 
HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it 1s understood that you have evidence that may 
assist the board in its investigation, you are advised that the evidence is being received in open 
sesston of the board and the disclosure of classified information is not authorized during open 
session. Should the answer to any que~tion that you are asked require you to disclose classified 
information, you are required not to answer the question, but to advise the board that the answer 
would require you to disclose classif~ed information. In such cases, you may presume the opportunity 
to testify as to such classified information in closed session. If however, you can answer the 
question, either in part or in general terms without diSClosing specified classified details, you 
should do so, advising the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session. Under United 
States law no witness may be compelled to anewer any question, the answer to which may tend to 
lncrimdnate him, and you may, therefore, refuse to answer any such question. Is that understood? 

Witness: Yes, s;r. 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization? 
A. Lieutenant (junior grade) Gerald Kenneth Payne, United States Naval Reserve. 

Q. And on the morning of the 2nd and 3rd of June last, what was your appointment, to what ship 
were you attached? 

A. USS EVERETT F. LARSON (DD 820). 

Q. On. the night of the collision between HMAS MELBOURE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, to lIIhat ship 
were you attached? 

A. The MELBOURNE, do you mean what ship was Ion, or what group were we a part of? 

Q. What ship were you on? 
A. USS EVERETT F. LARSON. 

Q. And what was your position in that ship? 
A. Junior Officer of the Deck. 

Q. And did you stand a watch that night? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you arrive on the bridge to stand that watch? 
A. Approximately 0350 Hotel. 

Q. Hotel time? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, what would that be in G~lf time? 
A. It would be 0250, one hour earlier. 

Q. Well, if you wouldn't mind, would you keep it in Golf time for the sake of wiiformity? 
A. Yes,·sir. 

Q. At that time, was the ship in company with other ships! 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What were they? 
A. MELBOURNE, KITS, EVANS, and I think the BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA, I'm not sure. 

Q. And, was that force zig zagging or not? 
A~ Yes, sir, it was. 

Q. What was the base course to which the zig zag was applied? 
A. 220. 

Q. And, do you recall that a signal Formation ONE was transmitted by MELBOURNE to mANIC E. 
EVAIIS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you recollect what time that was heard by you? 
A. I would say approximately 0309 or 0308 Golr. . 

Q. And, at the time that message wa.s transmitted, what was the course, when the zig zag had 
been applied to it? 

A. At that time, WI were on course 260. 

Q. What was the cour.e being actually steered by your ship? 
A. . At that time. I was on 880. 
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Q. For purposes of? 
A. Just patrolling my sector. 

Q. Can you recollect when the next alteration of course was due? 
A. Not clearly, it was probably about 4 or 5 minutes. Usually the zig zags came within that 

time frame. 

Q. At that time, when the Signal Formation ONE was receiVed, where was MELBOURNE in relation 
to LARSON? 

A. She Was 9300 yards off our starboard quarter. 

Q. And EVANS? 
A. She was almost abeam, I can't remember. 

Q. Could you judge the course that MELBOURNE was steering at that time? 
A. Yes Sir, it appeared to be 260, because I could See her bow. 

Q. With binoculars, did you have difficulty In observing the direction 1n which she was 
heading! 

A. No J Sir. 

Q. Where were you stationed at this particular time? 
A. I was on the starboard wing of the bridge. 

Q. And in that position were you able to hear transmissions on the primary tactical circuit? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the next one that you heard? 
A. Well, after she gave Formation ONE, she passed her course which broke as 260. 

Q. You just said she passed her course as 260, could you just elaborate on that she passed 
her course? 

A. Yes, sir, as being 260. 

Q. And, was that transmission distinct or indistinct? 
A. I think it was pretty distinct. I could hear the, what she passed and what it broke to, 

which I got ~rom combat, plus I broke it myself. 

Q. From? 
A. crc. 

Q. They communicated with you on the Circuit is that right? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. By what means? 
A. Over the 2lMC. 

Q. 2IMC. That's called familiarly the I1squawk boX?11 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you hear any acknowledgement of that signal? 
A. I can't remember if I did or not. 

Q. At this stage did you have any visual observation of the two ships? 
A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. What did you see? 
A. I could see the MELBOURNE on what appeared to be 260 and the EVANS seemingly turning but 

I couldn't tell which way she was turning, I could tell she wasn't abeam of me, I wasn't looking 
at her broadside. 

Q. Did you hear another message on the prima.ry tactical circuit? 
A. Yes, sir, approximately 3 or 4 minutes later, I heard the MELBOURNE pass to the EVANS, I 

can't remember what the exact message was, but it was to the effect that I bold you on a collision 
course. 

Q.. And were you ahle to see anything at that stage? 
A. I could see the EVANS starboard side and the MELBOURNE's bow still, she still appeared to 

be on a course of 260. 

Q. Could you Observe the relAtive bearing of EVANS to MELBOIlIlIIE? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Was there any reply that you heard to that last signal? 
A. Yes, sir, I heard EVANS Bay, ''Roger, rrsy rudder is right full, out." 

~. And what t:lme intervened bet_en the signal and the reply! 
A. I would sOlI that not IDOre tban 10 to 15 aeconds. 
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Q. What other tran~lssions did you hear? 
A. Well I think about 30 seconds after that, MELBOURNE passed back to the EVANS, I am coming 

hard to port, or, I am coming hard left, I can't remember which. 

Q. At this stage could you see any more clearly the relative positions of the two ships? 
A. Yes, sir. At this time about a couple of minutes before or right then, MELBOURNE turned 

on her masthead, rangehead lights on her island, two white lights and I could see her and I could 
see the EVANS coming across from left to right. 

Q. And would you identify again the l.ocation of the lights which you saw? 
A. They seemed· to be on her island. 

Q. And in relation to each other how were they placed? 
A. The second light was above and behind the first light. 

Q. What was the next thing that you observed 1 
A. I saw the EVANS cross in front of the MELBOURNE, it was cut in half, and the stern section 

swung aroW1d, well I couldn t t see it, it looked like it swung around parallel to MELBOURNE. The 
bow section seemed to tumble and there was a big cloud of steam and the MELBOURNE had a search light 
come on either on the flight deck or somewhere on the island. I couldn't tell where, and then it 
was a.l.l obscured. I couldn't see anything. 

Q. Did you see any lights on MELBOURNE apart from the ones you mentioned? 
A. No, sir, I couldn't. 

Q. Well, of theBe two lights, one of which you said was higher than the other and behind it 
could you see whether the higher rear light was to t~e left or to the right of the lower? 

A. It was to the right • 

Q. And you said that EVANS was seen by you to come across from left to right? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Could you describe that motion in little more detail? 
A. MELBOURNE looked to be like this with the EVANS coming this way. 

Q. Would you care to use the pencil and the chart? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Draw two arrows, one labelkd M and one labelbd E representing the headings of the two ships? 
A. Yes, sir. (Witness drew sketch indicating the directions of the MELBOURNE and EVANS) 

Q. What was the range from you to the point of collision approximately? 
A. 9300 yards. 

Q. Would you put that in on your drawing, draw a line and label it? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that chart marked for identification exhibit 36. 

Q. And 'could you mark where true north is on your diagram? 
A. (Witness indicated north on the chart by marking a direction with an arrow) 

Senior Member: This is admitted as exhibit 36 to this investigation. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel have no further questions of this witness. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

Qu~stlons by Senior Member: 

Q. Mr. Payne, with relation to the navigation lights which you testified you saw, could you 
assist us in establishing more definitely the time at which these were first seen by you? 

A. I think I first saw the_ when MELBOURNE passed to EVANS that she was on a collision course. 
near there, I'm not quite sure when they came on. It was 

Q. Prior to that moment, did you see any lights at aD. -on MELBOURNE'l 

A. No, sir. 

Q. At the time that you first saw lights, you reported that. you first saw two white lights, 
did you see any colored lights? 

A. No, air, I couldn't aee any air. 

Q. Did you look through your binoculars at that time? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that at range 9300 yards, you saw two white lights but DO colored lights? 

A. No, air. 

Q. And no other lights? 
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A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you during the 
time have the conn? watch for which you arrived on the bridge at 0255 Golf time, at any 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. During what period 1 
A. From 0303 Golf to approximately 0318, when the Captain came on the bridge and 

general quarters, at which time the Officer of the Deck took the conn and two minutes 
it to the Captain, and the Captain took the conn. 

Q. 
A. 

What was the relati v~ bearine; of MELBOURNE from LARSON? 
ApprOXimately 160, 165 degrees relative. She was on our starboard quarter. 

Q. And you testified that at about this time you saw MELBOURNE I s bow? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 

we went to 
l.ater gave 

A. 
hand) 

Could you describe in more detail what you saw in regard to MELBOURNE? 
Well I could see her bow approximately like thie (indicating direction by movement of 

Counsel for the board·. Si k t wi r, may we as he tness to draw again, the record will not reflect 
his hand. 

Senior Member: There is a way we can get at this. 

Q.. Are you familiar with the term target angle? 
A. Yes) sir. 

Q.. What was MELBOURNE's target angle? 
A. About 330, 340 approximately. 

Senior l>1ember: The board has nc further questions. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (Commander GLASS) 

Q. 
zafgir.g 

A. 

One final question, sir. 
at any time discontinued 
No, sir. 

During the period that you were on the bridge, was the zig 
and resumed? 

C0unsel for the board: You have the privilege at this time, if you wish to make a further 
statement about any matter relevant to this inquiry, which you feel has not been brought out by 
the questioning to date. Is there anything additional you wish to state? 

Witness: No, sir. 

Counsel for the board: You are requested not to discuss your evidence with anyone other than 
the board ~r counsel for the board, and you are not to allow any witness to talk to you about his 
testimony, and if anyone wishes to talk to you about his testimony or yours, you are to inform 
the board, is that understood? 

Witness:' Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: You are excused then. 

Ensign Thomas Churchill Kuehn, United States Naval Reserve, was called as a witness by counsel 
for the board, was sworn, and testified as follows: 

Counsel for the Board: Ensign KUEHN, you have been called as a witness in this board of 
investigation, which is inquiring into the circumstances which surround the collision of HMAS 
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may assist 
the board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in open 
session of the board and the disclosure of classified information is not authorized during open 
session. Should the answer to any question that you are asked require you to disclose c1assified 
information, you are required not to answer the question but to advise the board that the answer 
would require you to disclose c1assified information. In such cases, you will be given the 
opportunity to testify as to such classified information in closed session. If, however, you can 
answer the question, either in part or in general terms without disclosing specified classified 
details, you ahould do ao advising the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session. 
Under United States law no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which 
may tend to incriminate him, and ;you may, therefore, refuse to answer any such question.. Is that ., 
understood? 

Witness: Yes sir. 

ElWIIIIATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counse~ for the board (C.-ander GLASS) 
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Q. 
A. 

1105 • 

Would you state your full name, rank and organization? 
Thomas Churchill Kuehn, Ensign, U. S. Naval Reserve, service number 745221, designator 

• 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

And on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June, what ship ~re you serving in? 
USS EVERETT F. LARSON (DD 820) 

Did you stand a watch that night? 
Yes, sir, I stood the 0400 to oBoe watCh in combat. 

That1s Hotel t~e, 1s it? 
Yes, sir. 

So, in Golf ~ime, when did you arri\'e on the bridge? 
In golf time, I would have arrived in Combat Information Center around 0255. 

And you took over the watch in CIC .t that time, did you? 
Yes, air. 

~. And did you remain there, from that time, until the time the collision occurred of which 
you later heard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And on that watch, was a log kept of the messages rece1ved on the PRITAC circuit? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: May this book be marked exhibit 37 for identification. 

EXAMINATION BY THE COUNSEL FOR THE 'liOARD (cont' d) 

Q. Would you look at this log, and say if it was the log that was kept in ere that night'? 
A. This is the log from our ship~ I don't know where the proper pages are. 

Q. Could I help you? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you say, by looking at that record, that it contains all the messages that were 
received in the CIe Roam aboard USS LARSON that night? 

A. Yes, sir, although there is one exception. When we were going on I think that ~ recorder 
missej one that night. My other watchstander did hear the message and interpreted it as such~ 

Senior Member: Mr. Kuehn, would you please speak loudly and clearly so we can hear your 
testimony, it is cf ~~&t interest to U8. 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

~. Please continue? 
A. During the watch One of the messages, I believe, it was passed over the PRITAC, was not 

logged. 

Q. Are you able to tell. us what that message was? 
A. !lo, sir, but the other men in the watch section did hear it and remember it, but they didn't 

record it. I was at the time quite interested in what was happening, and I didn't quite understand 
all the mesl!lages. I can't repeat them actuaJJ.y what they were. 

Q. other than that one message, it is your belief that all me!!lsages were logged that night. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that book in evidence as Exhibit 37. 

Senior Member: Are the time entries in this log in ZULU,. GOLF or HOTEL time, Mr. Kuehn? 

Witness: ZULU time, lir. 

Senior Member: Mr. Kuehn, would you review again this particular page, and g1 ve me your view 
as to what time zone 1s in effect? 

A. Hotel time, sir. 

Senior Member: It may be admitted into evidence &0 exhibit 37. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Q. Acc.or.fng to your understanding, what was the message received about the time of the collision, and what los 
was made of the record? 
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A. Well, first oft, the message that I distinctly remember, and know it's logged, 1s the 
MELBOURNE coming up, and saying what course she was on. MELBOURNE said what course she wu on, 
and then that was logged in there J and then MELBOURNE laid to EVANS J "You are on a collision course, tI 
or .om.thing to that ett.ot. That was logg.d in ther •• and th.n. a. I und.r.t~ld. EVANS lat.r on 
said, ttl am coming right" or "I have hard right rudder onn and I don't believe that was logged in 
there. 

Q. Did you hear that messag.? 
A. I didn't hear it. 

Counsel for the board: The counsel has no more questions for this witness. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF TIlE BOABD 

Queations by the Senior Member: 

Q. Mr. Kuehn. during the watoh that we've be.n disoussing in eIe of USB EVERETT F. LARSON. 
how many total people wer. on watoh on this ocoasion? 

A. There were f1 ve personnel other than ~Ielf. 

Q. 
"P', A. 

Were there any other officers other than you? 
Not in combat, I waa the on~ officer in combat. 

Q. You 'v. testifi.d that you h.ard a menage fran MELBOURNE to EVANS •• aying that EVANS was on 
a COllision course? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Can you tell us what w&e the range between MELBOURNE and EVANS at that time? 
I cannot sa:y, sir. 

Q. 
clocks, 

A. 

During the WIltch that we've been discussing, was there any time ~heck to SyTIchronize the 
either internaJ.ly within the ship or given over radio circuits external.1.y from the ship? 
No, sir, not while I WIlI!I on watch. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: You have an opportunity at this time, if you dsh, to make a f'urther 
statement about any matter relevant to this inquiry, which you feel hu not been brought out by 
the questioning to date. Is there anything additional you wish to state? 

Witness: No, sir. 

Counl!lel for the board: You axe requested then not to discuss your evidence with anyone other 
than the board or counsel for the board, &nd. you are not to allow any witness to talk to you about 
his testimony, and if anyone v1shes to ta.lk to you about his testimony or your!, you are to inform 
the board J Is that understood? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: You are excWled. 

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess now. 

The board r.c •••• d at 1543. 16 Jun. 1969. 

Th. board o"""n.d at 1600. 16 June 1969. 

All persons· connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were ~n present. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record reflect that this is an open session. Anyone who may 
be exepected to be ca.lled as a witness is asked to withdraw from the board room at this time. 

Lieutenant Russell David Lamb, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a w1tness by cOUDsel for 
the board, was sworn, and testified as follows: 

EXAJlINArION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Que.tion. by ooun .. 1 for the board (CDB Glas.): 

COUDsel for the Board: LT Lamb, you have been called as a witness in this board of investigation 
1Ihicb is inquiring into tbe circum.tance. wldcb .urround the colllaion of IIMAS MELBOURNE and USS 
FRAlIK E. EVANS beoaua. it 10 und.r.tood that you have .vid.nce that lI1IIO' as.i.t the board in it. 
investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in open session of the board and 
the disclosure of elualfied 1nformatlon~l. not authorized during open seaslon. Should the answer 
to arJ¥ queltion that JOu are ..... d require JOU to discl.ole olas.1fied infomation, ;rou are required 
not to an.,..,r tile question but to advi.. the board tbat the an ..... r 1IOUl.d require you to diecl.o .. 
olalsified infomation. In sucb cu.s you lI1IIO' preSlBe the opportunity to test1fY .. to such 
cluaified information in closed ae8810n. If however, you can anawer the question, either in part 
or in general te"""'. without disol.oaing specifi.d classified d.tallo. you sbou1d do 10. advising 
tile board of your d.lire to IIIIpllfY in later cl.osed oession. UDd.r Australian law 1t 11 neeel....,. 
to warn you that ;rou ..., ref ..... to an ..... r arJ¥ queltion, the an ..... r to wldcb ..., tend to expoae you 
to arJ¥ penalty or forteiture. It will be tor you to raile the obj.ction, and tor the board to 
decide vbetller you .uat anaver tile question or DOt. Is that und.rstood? 

Witne •• : Ye., air. 
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Q.. Would you state your name, grade Blld present appointment? 

A. Russell David Lamb, Lieutenant, Royal Auetra.11an Navy. .My present appointment 18 gunnery 

officer, HMAS MELBOURNE. 

Q. And did you hold that appointment on the night of the 2nd, 3rd June 1969? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And On that night, did you keep a watch on the bridge? 

A. I did, air, from midnight until about 0300 on the morning of the 3rd of June. 

Q. Would you please tell us the experience and training you have had as a bridge watch keeping 

officer? 
A. From the time I graduated from the Naval College at the end of 1960, I served about 18 

months 8S the second officer of the watch of various ships, as a cadet, as a midshipmen and then 

as an acting SUb-lieutenant. I received my watch keeping certificate from the Captain of HMA.S 

VENDETTA in February of 1964. Subsequently I served about five days, having received my certificate 

in th~t ship watch keeping, a~d then I joined HMAS BANKS for 18 monthe. There was nothing further 

until I joined MELBOURNE in September of last year. 

1(. During the 18 months you apent in BANKS, what part of that time was apent at aea? 

A. Overall, I expect it was about 12 months total at sea, sir. 

Q.. And during that period, did you keep watches? 

A. I did, sir. 

Q. Now, you have said that you came to the bridge about midnight that night, did you see any 

night orders there from the captain? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And did you read them? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you recollect, in general terms, to wbat they referred? 

A. Yes, sir, they referred ••• do you want me to detail what I actually saw in the way of 

courses and speeds. 

Q. Yes, if you would? 
A. The night orders stated that the base course of the force· was 220 with a speed of 18 knots. 

The force in which there were five, six ships including MELBOURNE, was doing a short leg zig zag, 

which Was 13 SIERRA, the base course of which W81!l 220 and the zero time was 2300. As well in the 

night orders, it warned me to keep a close watch on all the ships in company, and to info~ the 

Captain immediately if any ship was getting out of station or looked to be getting near other ships. 

Also, it stated to call the Captain as usual, and for 20 minutes before flying, and at my recollection 

about five o'ClOCk. 

Q. What persons were manning the bridge during that watch? 

A. There was the second officer of the watch, Sub-Lieutenant Vorobieff. There were two 

tactical operators. There was one leading tactical operator and one tactical operator manning the 

tactical primary circuit. There was also a boatswain!s mate, who is an ordinary seaman, and a 

bridge messenger, who is also an ordinary Seaman. 

Q.. Ho .... did the leading tactical operator and the tactical operator share, between them, the 

duties of manning the primary tactical operator? 

A. To the best of my knowledge, sir, the tactical operator himself stayed on the circuit the 

whole time, the leading tactical operator was available to ask questions and to receive and transmit 

orders as given by either myself, or the Captain if ne was on the bridge. 

Q. What was the state of readiness of the ship during this watch? 

A. What do you mean, sir? 

Q. Well for the purposes of ship operations, flying operations, damage control purposes? 

A. The damage control state was 3 X-RAY. The ship was fully darkened. Thil!l was for night 

operations. We were not burning any navigation lights at a.ll., and there l!lhould have not been any 

other lights showing onboard, All other ships in the force were similarly darkened, We were 

expecting l!Iutln&rine attack at the time, and, in fact, that was a.1.so in tbe Captain's Night Orders, 

that the sutmarine was expected sometime during that period. That was in general the atate of the 

ship's readiness. 

Q. When wa.s it that the Captain appeared OD the brid~Y 

A. The Captain appeared. Well, during that watch he was cal.1.ed twice, earlier for two 

submarine contacts each about 15, 20 minutes apart. When it appeared that both contacts were not 

submarine IS , he went back to his bed. 

Q. Approximately when were those two cLUa made and responded to? 

A. The fir.t ooe .... at about 2 o'clock to the beat of IQ' recollection, air. Sub.equoDtl,y I 

informed 111m each time helicoptera were being rlown on and ort the .hip. At that time, I intol'llOd 

111m that the helicopters ftre about to be launched to go out to take their place on the ecreen. lie 

c .... onto the bridge and watched their launch, then went blll:k to hi. bed again. At about 2:30 the 

heHcoptera ftre due to be returned to be retuell>d and to go blll:k again after refue:Mng. I ahook 

111m at about 2: 30 wheD they ""re on there ~ bac k. He c.... onto the bridge, watched the helicopter. 

landiDg, and watched them refuel tor .<Be five miDutea. SubsequeDtl¥ he told me he ...... soing d01lD 

to the Operation. ROCIII1 where he at~d tor about halt an hour to 45 minutea, and be c .... back onto 

the bridge at about 5 put three. 

Q. During the period up to three o'clock, bad the oig &ag continued uninterrupted or nott 

A. It bad, Bir, Y"'. 
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Q. It had wbat Y 
A. It had been interrupted. 

Q. At wbat t1llle1 and for what purpo ••• had it be.n interuptedY 

A. It was int.rrupted for about 10 lII1nut.I, perhaps 2 minute. le .. , 3 minut •• lell, between 2: 30 

and a quart.r to three. Th •• xact t1llle. I cannot recollect. 

Q. For What purpo •• IY 
A. Th. zig zag .topped 10 that the helicopter. could land on the .hip, and be r.fueled .:ld take off 

again, .0 that the helicopter. would not be embarraoled by the .hip turning, doing the zig zag while they 

were either ta.k1.n8 off Or anding on. 

Q. During the period When the zig zag was stopped, did the ships maintain a steady course or was it 

altered? 
A. The course was L1tered, sir, several times. 

Q In wbat lII&nIler? 
A. The zig zag wal .topped by aignal. 8ub •• quent~, the Captain turned around to me and ask.d me what 

was the n.xt cour.e and what was the n.xt t1llle ot the next leg of the zig zag. I told him. I cannot 

remember what they were. Subsequently, all ships were turned together to the new courses, as should have 

be.n .te.red at that time of the zig zag. There were' about 3 alteration. to the belt of JtIIf r.coll.ction. 

Q. And on .ach occaoion did it happen in the .ame way, by order from the guide .hip, all .hipE turn 

togeth.'" 
A. Yes, .ir. 
Q. And i. it in your recollection that in this way the zig zag was roughly followed? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. What was done to recClllmence the zig zag. 

A. When the helicopters were gone, having been refueU!t!, the Captain turned to the-leading tactical 

operator on the bridge on watch at the time and said "resume the" zig zag". This was d6ne, and to me it ~6.;.t 

resuming the previous zig zag, which was bas~ course of 220. 

Q. At what speed? 
A. 18 knots, sir. 

Q.. At apprcaimately what time was that base course and zig zag resmned? 

A. It was about a quarter to three, sir. It could have been five minutes either way. 

Q.. And at the time it was resumed, was a zero time given for the zig zag? 

A. It was not, sir. 

Q. What was the zero time used for the zig zag then'l 

A. 2300, 8ir. 

Q. Do you recall a Formation ONE signal from MELBOURNE to EVANS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.. Approximately when was that giVEn? 

A. It Was about ten minutes past three, sir. 

Q. And what wa.s the ceurae then being steered? 

A. Course being steered by MELBOURNE was 260, sir. 

Q. At What time had she turned to that course? 

A. The leg of the zig zag was due at 7 minutes past three, 0307, at which time I put on the 

wheel to come around to course 260. We reached that course about a minute, a minute and a half later. 

Q. When was the next alteration called for? 

A. I cannot recUl now, air. 

Q. At that t1me, how large a range did you have in aeeing other ships in company using binoculars'? 

A. I could se. all ships in company, lir, both with the naked eye and with binoculars. Using 

binoculars I could aee them very clearly, with the naked eye, I could aee the further ships as a black 

~s on the horizon. 

Q. At thil t1llle when the Formation ONE signal was given, did you observe EVANS position? 

A. I did, air. 

Q. Wher ...... Bhe r.lative to MELBOURNE? 

A. She was 20 degrees on MELBOURNE's port boW, at a range between 2,500 and 3,000 yards. 

Q. How did you d.t.rmin. that r..n~ 
A. Some ten minutes before, at about 0300, I put the range ring of the radar on the bridge, 

Bet it at 3,000 yards which was the minimum distance of the sectors to which the nearest ships were, 

10 that I kn .... that by glanCing at the radar instant~ whether any ship was within 3,000 yar~. and 

to watch them more closely. 

Q. And looking at the radar, where did you see EVANS position reghter? 

A. Just inside the range ring or the range strobe, which was set at 3,000 yards, sir. 
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Q. It' had been let tbere how long before you oblerved EVANS posiUon by it? 
A. It had been .et about 10 minutea, air. 

.. 

Q. II it poasible or not possible that it might have been IDOved by saoeone elae during that 
ten minutes? 

A. It Is possible, air, yea. 

Q. Well, at the time ... hen you observed EVANS position visuaJ.J.y and judged her ruse from the radar 
display, were you able visuaJ.J.y to judge ber course? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. What did you judge it to be? 
A. I judg.d it to be roughl,y parall.l to ours, in otber ... ords about 260. 

Q.. When was "Formation ONE II l!Iigna.lled to EVANS? 
A. About 0310, lir, or shortly after •• 

Q. Whan that happen.d, wiler. was tbe Captain? 
A. The Captain va. on the bridge, next to me, .ir. 

Q. When in your opinion, if ever, did he relieve you of tbe conn of tbe lhip? 
A. At a later Itaae, lir, when be gave _ an order, port 30. 

Q. Well, we'll come to that lat.r. When Formation IDHE was ordered, "'80 anything directed by tbe 
Captain to be done? 

A. Yes, sir. He told me first of all to switch on navigation lights at full brilliance. 

Q. And What did you do in performance of that ord.r? 
A. The master lwitch for tbese light. is just forward of the pelorus on the bridge. I switched 

on these llghts, checked them. In fact, they were db, 80 I told the second Of'f1cer 01 the watch to 
turn the brilliance control up. Tbe brilliance control 10 sitilated at tbe back of the bridg.. He 
turned it the wrong ... ay first which put them off and sUb •• quently some seconds later turned them up to 
full. brilliance. 

Q. And what lights did you satisfY yourself were at full brilliance a. frClll that time? 
A. I ch.cked lI\YOelf. You can see one light, tbe forward steaming light, frCIIl the bridge its.lf. 

I checked that one, it was burning brightly. I told the .eeond officer of the watch to, go and check the 
.econd lOuth.ad steaming light to see if it was burning and al.o the port and starboard navigation 
light. 

" 

Q. Did you rec.i ve a report rr.m him? 
A. I did, sir. 

Q. What WB.,! his report? 
A. H. told me tbey were brrning brightly. 

Q. Are all those lights controlled by on. switch or diff.rent switches? 
A. By one switch, air. 

Q. And who switched it on? 
A. I did, 8ir. 

Q. What was the at.te of lighting in the ship up 'till that Jll<llllent? 
A. We had been caupletly darkened, air. 

,. Had there been lighting displayed earlier? 
J.. Yes, there had been on our flight deck, on the J4ELBQtJUiE I 8 flight deck, the moonllghting which 

they use for moving aircraft around the deck. That bad been on and was aUbsequently switched off. , 
Q. What light. are provided on MELBOURNE's flight deck~ 
A. There are a aeries of ••• it's c&lled moonlighting, which 1s switched on and cl")ntrolied from the 

flying position and they abine on from the mast on the bridge superstructure &rea onto the flight deck. 

Q.. How many are there and in what poSitions are they located? 
A. I do not know the full answer to that, sir. The exact positions of them, I know that there are 

two, one of whl~h shines forward of the island, another set which shine on midships section of the flight 
deck, and I assume that there 18 also a third light which shines aft of the island •. 

Q. Up till vru.t time .... r. those lights burning on the flight d.ck? 
A. Up to about 1;30 till 2:00 sir. I cannot recall exactly when. 

Q. In what circumstances kad they been switched off? 
A. When I first went onto the bridge at midnight, the lights were on then. It was begining to 

vorry me a little about the movements of the other ships. I CQuld not see them exactly as I had wished 
because of the reflections coming from aircraft on the flight deck. So I asked them to be switched off. 
They said they still had some more aircraft to move, and in about an half an hour after I asked them at 
about one o'clock they vent off. 

Q. Do you know whether at any time before the collision those flight deck lights were switched on again? 
A. To the best of my knowledge sir, they did not. I did not see them switched on. 
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Q. If ~he ones abaft the bridge, the island, were Iwitched on, would you"have been aware of it? 
A. Possibly not, sir, no. 

Q. If the on •• forward of the bridge bad been switched on, would you have been aware of it. 
A. Yes, I would have, air. 

,. Who is the perioD who has the authority to control those lights on the flight deck? 
A. The Commander Air of the ship sir, delegated to his Lieutenant Commander Flying, or to the 

duty air officer of the deck. 

Q. Up till the time of the collision, did you hear anyone give orders for the flight deck lights 
to be switched on or oft? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Coming back to the Formation ONE signal which you thought was given about 0310, in what way did 
EVANS respond to that signal? 

A. She turned to starboard, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Yel? JI~ou..tI.L 
And came ' ..... throught about 160 degrees "0 that she was Iteering almOlt directly at MELBOURNE. 

Q. And what wal her courle' 
A. Her courle? 

Q. bearing. ber relative bearins? 
A. 

degrees 

I'm lorry. What was ber 
When .he had steadied on 
on MELBOURNE'. port bow. 

a oourse c"",ing direotly for UI, I took a bearing which made her 15 

Q. Where did you take that bearing? 
A. I too" it fr"'" the bridge pe1orus, sir. 

Q. Was any message originated around this ttme. 
A. Yes, sir. Ther~ ":ere t~:o Ilessages around this time, The first one, about when ahe had commenced 

her turn, the Captain told the signalman to tell her we were steering a course of 260. 

Q. Where was this in relation to the time you read off her bearing on the pelorus? 
A. It was some minutes before, sir. 

Q. And was the message Bent in plain language or code? 
A. I understand it was sent in plain language, sir, but have since learned that it was lent in code. 

Q. What did you hear the Captain say to the tactical operator? 
A. I heard him say tell EVANS my course ia 260. 

Q. And at that time what was EVANS doing? 
A. EVANS had just started her turn, sir, her turn to starboard. 

Q. And did you hear any reaction from the tactical operator? 
A. My recollection is that he repeated that, that we were steering 260. 

and I heard him come back and say "message passed, sir" • 
. , 
Q. You Bay you saw the EVANS steady1 
A. Yes, sir. 

He passed the message 

Q. H)w long was that J so far as you can recollect ,. after the Captain ordered that message ~ 
to be: sent? 

A. Times I cannot remember exactly, sir. I could try to reconstruct, but I prefer not to 

Q. "'en the EVANS .teadied on the courle you read al 245 what v •• MELBOURNC:. cour.e? 
A. I1ELIOtJIUfE'. cour.e va. 260, 'ir. 

Q. Bearing 245, II •• orry, HELIOURNE'. cour.e v .. 260. 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. "'at va. the next -".ae you h •• rd? 
A. "nie next ....... 1 heard the captain turn to the .lgnal.an and .ay, ''Tell IVANS that .he 

t. on • collialon coerae". 

Q. When did you h.ar that order liven in r.lation to the time when EVANS 'teadied? 
A. Some 15 to 30 .econd. lat.r, .ir. 

Q. What were you doina at the ti_ the Captain ordered that .ignal.to be p .... d? 
A. I v .. watching EVANS throuah II)' binocular., lir. 

Q. Old the tactlcal operator .ay anythiu& later about that .e ..... ? 
A. I cannot remember. 1 think he came back and 'aid ..... e p ••• ed. 

h. did 't-PT not. 

t·"' ... " ..... I cannotemeh'l' 1IIhether 

Q. After EVANS had .teldled on a be.rin. of 245, did you notlce any later chanae. 
A. I did, lir. M I v .. v.tchinl throuah wy binocularl, har a.pact when Ihe fir.t IteacUed 

ber aaaU ~ere .bIoat directly in line and her bow was very close to coming a.lmost straight 
at UI. Bublequentl1" as I watched she appeared to ccae around to port, altered course to port some 
10 to 20 degreel. I could lee this quite clearly. The mast came from being in line. The mast 
opened and I saw her Ituboard bow. The moon ahone on her Itarboard bow and I could just faintly 
see her pennant Dumbers ahining in the moonlight. 
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Q. Pennant numbers Ihining - did you aee anything elle on the EVANS at that time? 
A. Wlien she first turned and ateadied, I law a red light which showed momentarily fOT between 

five and ten seconds. This was on the level of her bridge, about .midships on her bridge. My 
immediate reaction was that it was a algnal!ng lantern Which ~rlcan ships uae - red aign~ng 
lanterns at night. And because I did not lee any other light I at all, I assumed that 1a what it 
was. 

Q. But that ls just an •• s\.IDPtlon you make? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. What did you observe about this alteration to port on EVANS part? Did it continue or did 
the steady on it? 

A. She steadied, air, having turned through about 10 and 20 degrees. 

Q.. What va.!!! the next thing that happened? 
A. The next thing that happened, as I noticed her came around to port and steady, the Captain 

said to me, "Port thirty .. " I repeated the order to the wheel house. As the order was passed it was 
repeated back to me from the wheel house. The Captain said, "Port 35". I repeated the order to 
the wheel house, "Port 35 quartermaster on the wheel". Up to that stage a.J:lrdinary seaman had been 
on the wheel. 

at that time? Q. 
A. 

that we 

Was anyting else done 
As the ship commenced 
are coming to port tI. 

to .wing, the Captain told the signalman of the watch, "Tell EVANS 

Q. Anything o1ae? An:r aound o1gnala? 
A. Yea, as we coamenced our turn, the ship had actually started Swinging, perhaps five degrees 

we had moved by this stage, the Captain said, sound two short blasts. 

Q. Who did that? 
A. I don't know who did it, sir, there were three of us that went for the handle. I do not 

know who got there. I know I didn't, first. "' 

Q_ Was it done? 
A. It was done, yes, air. 

Q. You said that MELBOURNE started turning, in which direction? 
A. To port, sir. 

Q. Did you observe what effect this had On EVANS relative bearing to MELBOURNE? 
A. The bearing moved from 15 degrees on the port bow, moved slowly at first, and then as we 

commenced our swing, as the swing got faster, she moved from that position to right ahead 'till 
finally she was about 10 to 15 degrees on our starboard bow, air. 

Q. What was the next thing you noticed? 
A. The next thing that I noticed, - I was still watching her through my binoculars at this 

stage - suddenly saw her turning to starboard. 

Q. Stopping there can you estimate the direction of MELBOURNE's head at the time you saw EVANS 
commence her turn to starboard? 

A. It would have been somewhere between 230 and 240, sir. 

Q. At this time did you hear any messages being exchanged between the ships? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What were they? 
A. I did not hear the messages. I heard the report being made by the signa.l..maD of the watch 

as a result of what came Over the circuit. When the Captain said teU him I am coming to port, the 
signalman went to the cirCUit, the message was passed. He came back same seconds later and aaid 
message passed, sir. She says she is coming hard right. In fact I had.already noticed that she 
was caning right by the t~ the signalman had told. us that he had heard this. 

Q. B:r this time where was EVANS bearing relative to MELBOURNE? 
A. It was between 10 to 20 degrees on our starboard bow J sir. 

Q. And how far ofn 
A. My estimate was about 400 yards. 

Q. And what were the two .hips doing at this .tage? 
A. MELBOURNE was coming hard to port and EVANS was coming hard to starboard. 

Q. What effect did this have on the range between them? 
A. It closed very rapidly, air. 

Q. Were any engine orders given? 
A. I gave the order "stop both engines" shortly before both ships collided. Just before the 

ships actually hit, the Captain ordered me to go full astern both engines. 

Q. An:r pipe. made? 
A. Beg your pardon, sir. 

Q. Were an:r pipel mad.? 
A. Yes, sir. When it was obvious that we were going to hit EVANS, the Captain turned around 

and said sound hands to collision Itations. The Navigating Officer, Ccmnander Horton, went to the 
broadcast box and made the pipe, "Hands to collisions stations ". 
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Q. What was the angle between the heading of the two ship. when they collided? 
A. My estimate ls that we were at right angles at collision, sir. 

Q. And where on the EVANS did the collision occur? 
A. It was just abaft her bridge superstructure. lir. Right about midlhips. 

Q. And what part of M!:LBOl1RNE was initially involved? 
A. The bow, air. 

Q. What was the approximate time that this occurred'l 
A. It was about 3:15, air. I didn't ~ook at a clock at that stage, I can't tell you the 

exacot time. 

Q. At the time of the collision. what do you eltimate as the heading of MELBOURNE? 
A. I did not look to see what the heading was, my estimate is between 200 and 220, sir, 

a.nywhere between those two numbers. 

Q. What did you observe so far &s lighting was concerned in relation to EVANS during this 
period? 

A. Except for that one red light which I IIlW initially when. after Ihe had firlt turned. I 
did Dot lee any other lightl at all until after we had hit her. lir. 

Q. Did you hear from her. any sound lignals? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. If both ships had continued on their courae without alteration, what, in your opinIon, 
would probably have happened? 

A. Which course was this, 8ir? 

Q. Before MELBOURNE went port or EVAlis went starboard? 
A. She was on a steady ~arlng, sir, and the ship .• would have hit if neither ship would have 

altered course. ' 

Q. 
in your 

A. 

If MELBOURNE would have made the 
opinion, would have happened? 

alteration .he did and EVANS had not altered course, what, 

I estimate we would have cleared her, sir. 

Q. 
what do 

A. 
know. 

If l>1ELBOURNE would have remained on 
you estimate would have happened? 
I wouldn't like to comment on that, 

It would have been close. 

course and not altered and EVANS bad turned as she did, 

sir, she may have hit, she may not have. I don't 

Q. Have you been able to testify today from your unaided recollection or using notes· which 
you made? 

A. Using notes that I made very shortly after the COllision, sir. 

Q. What time was that? 
A. I first commenced making notes at about 3:30. I was relieved very quicUy as Officer of 

the Watch. I made notes then, between 3:30 and 4:00, and then at 4:00 from the rough notes that 
I had made anotller copy. 

Q. Could you tell us the reason that you were relieved at that time? 
A. Shortly after the collision, the Captain gave the order, 11 Sound hands to emergency stations. 11 

When hands go to emergency stations, another officer has station as officer of the watch and that 
is the reason why I was relieved. 

Q. Did you observe what was being done by way of rescue operations? 
A. Not rea.lly, sir. I only have a very vague idea. I didn't go down to see what was going 

on because the subsequent half hour I was writing up these notes as I had. been ordered to do by 
the navigating officer. 

Q. I asked you in relation to your evidence, about engine orders, you said, I think, that you 
first went to stop engines and then to full astern, is that the emergency procedure or not? 

A. To go full astern, sir? 

Q. To do it in two operations or in one? 
A. I have never been on the bridge before, sir, where we had to go full astern. Sir, I 

really do Dot know. I think it probably varies fran ship to ship. That is my experience. although 
that was the first time I actually ever had to give the order, sir. 

Q. And at what stage were the two orders given in relation to the collision? 
A. The stop both engines was given about 15 seconds before we hit, and the full astern both 

engines was given just at the time lie hit. 

Q. You mentioned that you took a bearing on EVANS on the pelorus at one stage. Did you take 
any others in addition to that? 

A. I took her bearing 3 times as I remember, at each stage very close together, and this was 
in between her atead;y1ng on her course and ccming towards us and the Captain g1 ving the order, 
''Port thirty." 

Q. And what were the other bearingl you obtained? 
A. The three bearings were al.l the same, .ir, 245. 

Q. Did you take a range at the time on the radar display? 
A. I did not, air, no. 
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Q. Where were you Itationed on the bridge during this period from Formation ORE to collision? 
A. I 'Was behind the pelorus in the conning pod tion the whole time, sir, except for one 

occasion when the Captain Baid sound two short bla.atB. I went over to 'make Bure that somebody 
else wall gOing tor it, and when I saw that somebody e18e had. gone for the handle, I resumed my 
position. 

Q. Where 11 that handle located on the bridge? 
A. Well there are two handles, air, one on either wing of the bridge. The one that wall 

eventually sounded W&8 the one on the starboard .ide aft of the bridge. 

Q. And where was the Captain .tanding during thi. period? 
A. He was atanding to my- left and slightly" ahead of me, air, just in front of the Captain's 

Chair on the bridge. 

Q. And did you see the navigator there at any time? 
A. I did, sir. He arrived on the bridge as I was gIving the order to the wheel house to port 

30 and port 35. 

Q. And where did he take h1l position? 
A. Initially he was to ~ left On the lime level &8 me. Subsequently he IDOved over to ~ 

right. 

Q. Where was the Junior Officer of the Watch during this period? 
A. When the Signal. was sent telling !VAlIS to take Formation ORE, I sent the second officer of 

the watch to shake the navigating officer. He then came back and arrived at about the ..... time 
as the Captain said switch on navigation lights'. He then cheeked that, and his podtion throughout 
IDOst of the subsequent action was to the right and slightly behind me in about the vicinity of the 
radar .creen on the bridge. ~ 

Q. And the leading tactical operator and the tac-ti.cal ~rator, we,re were th9'? 
A. The tactical operator is s1tting down, behind the chart hou.e. The leading tactical 

operator ...,nt from that position working the circuit to ~ left. He went backwards and forwards 
passing the messages. 

Q. Where is the circu!1ractually located? 
A. It is located on the after end of the bridge, amidships. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel have DO IlOre questions at this stage. 

Senior Member: We will have a short recess. ~642 hours., ~6 June ~969. 
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The ~oard opened at 1700 hour., 16 June 1969. 

All perlona connected with the board who wer. pr.,ent When the open 1.'lion of the board 
rece •• ed are again pre,ent. lJeutenant Lamb r •• u.ed hil ••• t in the witn.l. chair. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR GI ••• ): Any perlDa Who tblnka he .. y be a witn." or ha. been 
told that he 11 • vitn ••• ia •• ked to withdraw. 

EXAKIlIATION BY COUNSEL roa TIlE IOAIUl 

que.tions by the Coun.el for the board (CDR Gl ... ): 

Q. 
for the 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Lieutenant Lamb. 11 it the practice, or va. it the practice, at the time on the MELBOURNE 
Officer of the Watch to keep a notebook? 
Y.I, Ilr. 

And from that notebook what other record did he .aka up? 
The 10&. Ilr, the Halter Log. 

Aho ....o,..Ia. tho Dock Lo&? 
Yel, lir. 

Coun.el for tho board (CDR Gla •• ): Coun.el offer. thi. document labeled ·~ffic.r of the 
Watch ~ Book" a ... rked for identification Ixhibit 38. 

/I.-re 
Q. 1. that the docunent, HFl 38, tho Officer of the Watch Notebook that you kept that ni,ht? 
A. Ya., 'ir. I .hould explain horo that I did not actually ke.p it .y.olf. The Socond 

Officer of the Watch wrote it out •• thl'l event. occurred. 

Q. And did you have a chane. from thia notebook 1:0 ... ~ up the DoCk Lol in th ... hip for tha, 
night? 

A. V", air. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gla.s): Could this be marked for identification a. Exhibit 39? 

Q. Is HFI 39 the Brid,e Logl 
A. Yes. sir. 

Counsel for the board (COR Gla.s): Coun.el auggelts to the board that thele documents speak 
for themselvee and be admitted into evidence as Exhibits 38 and 39, it being understood that only 
those parts relating to the night in que.tion are offered into evidence. 

Senior Member: Very well, Commander. 

Counsel for the board (COR GI ••• ): Counsel al.o offer thil photograph to be marked Exhibit 40 
for identification. 

Q. Is that. photo of an "aide memo~ire" whieh is kept on the bridge in relation to' zt"zag 
eourses? 

A. That i., .ir. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR Gl .. s): Coun.e! offer that in evidence a. Exhibit 40. 

Q. 
iately 

A. 

I should e.tabUsh that thh v .. the condition of the "aide memC#ire" during ,the time imrt\eo­
befol'e the colli.ion? 
To the best of my recollection. air. it wa., yel. 

Q. II there a loudspeaker on the bridge by .. an. of Which PRITAC mes.agel ean be amplified 
to a person there? 

A. Ye., there ii, air. 

Q. Vas it awitched on that DiBht? 
A. It may have been switched on but it Val not loud. It v .. not switched up loud enough 80 

that I could bear It, .ir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
Itopped 

A. 

Did you hear ... y "Roger" from EVANS for your signal "My course 260"? 
I perlonally did not hear a "Roger", air, on that. 

I a.k you with re.pect to the engine orderl thb que.tion. If the engines had been 
or reverled, at an .arlier time. would that have prevented a collision? 
In ~ opinion, no, air. 

Q. What're •• on do you live for hold ina that viewT 
A. Bec.auae 1n • l.rse ahip auch •• the MELBOURNE. it tak ••• ome conliderabla time for the way 

of the ship to be •• correction. the ship to be .ctually atopped or any effect of going altern to 
be felt in the forward aQtion of that. MY e.timatioo i. two to three adnutes perhaps before any 
perceptible .otion could have been felt 1n atopping before the 8Dvement. 

Senior Member: The board ha •• que.tion. 

173 



c o 
DAMIRATIOR BY till IDAID 

QuOi t lonl by thl .... lor ...... r: 

Q. "'.t .... tho l"'sth of U .. b.t ...... tho u .. !VAlIS .... told .hl .... on colUilon courle 
and tho colll.lon it •• lf' 

A. To the belt of ~ recollection •• 11', about two .taut ••. 

Q. Could th.re h."o bo ..... y altlr.Uoo in MELlDUIIIE' ...... d if tho .... in •• had bo.n .topped 
or rever"d at that tl .. ? 

A. May hav, ju.t b.en Itarted, .11', yea. 

Q. If MELlDUIIIE' ..... in .. had b .... put full .. Uro .t th. UN it .... dot ..... in.d thot EVANS 
v •• on • collliion cour •• , if I under.tand you, ,h ... y hay. ju.t beeD .topped or JUle .tarted to 
olow? 

A. JUlt Itarted to ,low, .ir. 

Q. A fow .inuto. lour' 
A. Y,., .11' • 

. Coun •• l for the buerd (CIIIl Glo .. ): On that mallt I follow it uP. lirt 

UAKIIIATIOR BY OOUIISIL POI till IDAID 

Qu •• tlonl by tho eoun.el for tho board (CDR Gl ... ): 

Q. Two .inut.. later. what do you o.timato _ld b.". bolD tho at ... t to which thi •• peed 
would hIve b.en reduced? 

A. Difficult to •• tl_t ••• ir. pettl.pI OD' bot, pem.,. two. I do Ilot bow .uetl,. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

we had 
angle. 

Did you Ii"" 'con. iderat ion at tho tt.. to .topPiD& the ",sin .. or ro""r.ina th .. , 
1 did DOt, .11'~ #. --

In your opinion, would an ear11.r chmS' of cour •• in MELKJUItNI bay. prevented th. collllion'! 
Mo, .11'. 

What r ••• on do you advance for boldina that view? . 
Taking into con.ideration the .ub •• quent DOv..ent8 of IVANS, 1 do Got think that even if 

turned earlier. we would .till have collided with IVANS. we .. y Dot bave collided at right 
but certainly the collilion would Itill have occurred. 

Q. You I.id in your te.timony that you heard no aound aignall. 1 .. k·you to apecify, ao 
aound .lgnall from what aauree? 

A. No lound lignal. from her airen apparatua which ahe Ihould .ate the .ound lignall for 
when .he il turning. 

Q. Would you have expected to hear them if Ihe had lounded her .iren 1 
A. I would, lir. 

Q. Did you lee any vilual evidence of luch • lignal. for .sample, & plume of Iteam? 
A. No, air. 

Q. You have already .aid that you took IVANS' bear ina Oft the pelorul three tiael. Did you 
report any of th.le to the Captain? 

A. The firlt b.aring I did report to the Captain •• ir, yel. 

Q. And hod the other two chODS.d? 
A. Ro, lir. 

Q. You .aid earlier that you had the cOIla Ul\til the Captain ordered "full altern" and you ,.id 
lub,equently that you lave the order to "Stop both _aine,". II it to be de4uced from that that you 
Tesumed the conn or not? 

A. No, lir. 

Q. \Atat ligniftcance do you attach to the fact that you save the "Stop engine" order? 
A. The only .ignificance 1 attach to that, air. i. the fact that I cannot remember whether the 

Captain told _ to "Stop engine.". 1 knew at that .tace that we vere loing to collide. therefore, 
lome action had to be taken. JUlt.1 1 thought the Ihip. were loing to hit 1 lave the order, 
"Stop engin.a," aDd 1 V.I ju.t about to aive the order. "Pull altern," when 1 heard the Captain •• y. 
uFull altern. both nain..... I dld not hear hiJI .ay. "Stop both naio.I". 

Q. And who, to be perfectly clear on the matter. had the CDnn at the time of the colli. ion? 
A. 'l'be Captaln. 

Q. Row many •• u of runniaa Hghu do .. MELIDURNE ha"e? 
A. She ba. two different .y.t .... alr. 

Q. Y.I. Which one V.I in ua.? 
A. The illand •• t, air. 

Q. Th. illond •• t? 
A. Y ••• 
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Q. ,Where 11 the other let of running light.? 
A. The port and atarboard navigation 11&hta are forward of the bridge, jutt below fli,ht deck 

level, about 30 to 40 feet forward of the leland. 

Q. Which let va. more readily vietble to v •••• l. in company? 
A. 1 don't know, lir. 

Q. And apart from location, do they differ in point of brilliance? 
A. To my knowledge, lir, no. 

Q. What factore govern the deciSion to UI. one •• t rather than ~other? 
A. We us. the forward onel at flight deck level during flying operationl and 

on the ieland superstructure during normal pal.age or for non-flying conditions. 
wing flying conditions, lir. 

we ule the onel 
That'. fixed-

Q. At the coqpal. platform where you were .tanding, you .1 Officer of the Watch are able to 
make a transmislion on PRITAC? 

A. No, lir. 

Q. What 1a the practice in MELBOURNE al to the per. on who makes tran'.l •• lon. on PRITAC? 
A. If there il • tranlmi •• ion to be a.de. we tell the Y.oman or the Sen10~ SiaDal..n oD the 

bridge to .end the following 11gnal. He then go •• and tran.l.te. it into the n.c •••• ry lignal and 
he then tell. the tactical op.rator on watch to tranamit it. 

Q. And are you able to tell u' .xactly lIho it wa. that tran.mitted the aignal, "You are on • 
collbion cour.e"? 

A. I am unable, .ir, I cannot .ay it. 

Q. But you could lay, you could narrow it down to a particular c:la •• of perlonl? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. ~~ ,III' ISH utatd. Wto would be 1n the cIa •• that pOlsibly tran.mitted it? 
A. Tactical operator, .1r. 

Q. Or, il it poslible that the leading tactical operator? 
A. Yel, sir, the leading tactical operator could have lent it. 

Q. One of the two? 
A. One of the two, ye., .ir. 

Counsel for the board (COR Gla •• ): I might .ay that it i. propo.ed to call the leading tac­
tical operator. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the ledior member: 
MlleVI-tte 

Q. Hr. Lamb. doe I the MELBOURNE bridge have any form of loundproofing to ~t S'rele the lound 
of jet enginel on deck? 

A. It doe., lir. 

Q. Was it in place or in ule on that occaaton? 
A. The bridge windowl were open at the tia. of the colli.ion, .ir. 

Q. yO\. atated .arlier that, 1n your opinion, .toppina or rever.ing of MELBOURNE·'. engines would 
not have prevented colli.ion? 

A. In my opinion, air, no. 

Q. But if there had been a deceleration, MELBOURNE would not have been in the lcae place at 
the time of colli.ion that .he wa. in fact in, would Ihe? 

A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. She would have been in .ome different place? 
A. Not very DUch different, air. 

Q. But lome differant place? 
A. Pollibly, air, ye •• 

Q. You Itated there i. nothing :In your op1nion that MELBOURNE could poI.ibly have done to 
prevent colli.ion, i. that correct? 

A. That i. correct, ye., air. 

Q. How long doel it take to turn MELBOUItNE 90 deare •• at 18 bot. with SO degrees rudder? 
Approximate ly? 

A. ApprOXimately one and a half to two _inut •• , lir. I .tght add, lir, that I haven't 
very frequently u.ed 30 degree. of Wheel. I normally uae 20 which i. the Itandard rudder we u.e 
for normal cour.e •••• 't'lfte, 

.., L .,.er~lIO""S 
Q. Row long would it take to turn 90 deareel .t 20 dearee. rudder? 
A. In exee •• of two minute., air. Between two to two and a half _inutel I would think. 

Senior Member: 'l'he board baa no further queationa for Lieutenant w.b at titi. til .. in open 
a.a.ion. 
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COUQael for the board: May I have the board'. permi •• ion to inquire if there', any need for I 

ela.ed 1.,.1on with thi. vitne ••• 

Senior member: The board will have to conllder that. 

ElWIlNATIOH BY COUIiSEL POR 11IE BOARD 

Qu •• tlon. by the eoun.el for the board (CDR CIa •• ): 

Q. Before we terminate your evidence in open •••• ion. Lieutenant Lamb. can you tell u. 
whether you have any information of • cIa'lified nature that you would vilh to place before the 
board relating to the circ1matance' l.ading up to the colli.ion? 

A. Very littl., .ir, of which I am not certain how auch bearing it halon the, on what 
happened, the reaction. leading up to What happened. 

Q. But you think there may be .omethlng1 
A. There may be, .lr. Y.I. 

Q. Very veIl. So far .. your evidence in open le •• ion ,. concerned, you are infOrmed that 
you have the prly!l'I' to .. ke • further atatement of an uncla •• ified aature cov.riftS anythina 
relatina to tho oubJoct .. ttor of tho inqulry thot you think ohould bo • mattor of rocord and 
whlch ha. 1Iot yot bo ... brouaht out by quo.t1on.. l!ow-do you vhh to ooy onythlna ln ro.pon .. to 
that invitation' 

A. NOt lir. 

Senior member: I have one further qu •• tion. 

ElWIINATIOH BY l1IE BOARD 

Questionl by the lenior .ember: 
~ 

Q. Hr. Lamb. 
A. Ones that 

navigation lights 
know at the ti .. , 

g~ at the moment of collilion exactly what lightl were Ihowlng MELBOURNE? 
1 knev about, ,ir. were the two .. ,th.ed',teaming light" the port and Itarboard 
and the overtaking lightl t lir. And al,o, I have learned lince, but I did not 
one group of llght. ohlnlng onto the fllght deck oft of the 1.lond. 

Q. At what time vere the latter group of lights Ihining onto the flight deck turned on? 
A. I believe it va. after the "Formation One" had been paa.ed, 'ir. I do not know for certain. 

At about the lame time. 

Q. '{au have teatified that theae are controlled from the flight control 'tation? 
A. That t

, correct. air, yel. 

Q. II the Officer of the Watch informed at auch time a. th.'e light. are turned on? 
A. Normally he ia. air. 

Q. Wa. he on thil occalion? 
A. I val not infol'1lled. lir. 

Q. II it a matter of informing him or requelting hil permillion before they are turned on? 
A. Informing him, .ir. 

Q. In the .ituation that ha. been delcribed, leading up to the collilion, what do you understand 
was the MELBOURNE'I duty io relation to the International Re,gulationl for the prevention of 
coll1sion 'It lea? 

A. At the time to which it val comiog on a collilion courae? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Under the International aegulationl we Ihould have liven way. 

liven vay to UI, lir. t'm lorry, lir. C.n I withdraw that and think 
I'm Sorry. She Ihould have 

about that more? 

Q. Yel. I would like for you to conllder your an.wer carefully. I viII rei tate the question. 
In the lituation which ha. been delcrlb.d, what do you underltend va. MELBOURNE'. duty in relation 
to the International Regulations for the prevention of colli.ion at lea7 And you -.y take a6 long 
aa you vilh to conaider your en.wer. 

A. It valour duty, air, to keep a Itralght courle. 

Q. Did you have any particular dutiel under thole rule. vith re.pect to MELBOURNE'I lpeed? 
A. The rule •• tata that when a dangeroua .ituation il developin&. the .hip which 1. to keep a 

Itraight cour'e to enlure that .he doel not, ••• 1. to enlur. that Ihe takel action a. nece.lary 
to avoid a colliaion if it appeara to be developing and if necealary to alack or to reduce her .pe~d. 

Q. Would you lay that a dangerou. lituation wa' developing at the time when it wa, reported 
to EVANS that Ihe valona collilion courle? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. ..t MELBOURNE did not at that time alac'ken her .peed 7 
A. No, we did not, lir, becaua. reducing lpeed at that .tage would not nece.l.rily have 

Iverted a collialon. 

Q. Do .. that effect the duty of ltELBOUlUIE? 
A. No, lir. 
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c i-!l!J.r:SSIHED ... 
Q. So th.t, if I ..,d.rataod you correctly, you ..... toting th.t OIl th. DO ....... th.r. V" tho 

4 .. ty to .l.ckon .peed on the part of II!LBOUIII! ... d l1li the hUld .h. did Dot do .or 
A. If. lorry, air, I .. y have put ••••• I do Dot think there va' any duty In Chi. e ... for UI 

to .lacken .peed, in the particular altuation ~.re .he ... GD • colli.lon cour ••• laielally. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

The col1lelon CPur.e repre.ented a d ... rou •• 1tu8U,Oft or Dot! 
YI', lir. 

It did repre.ent a dana_roul .ltuatiOD! 
Yel, 'ir. 

" ,-

Q. And your under.tandina of the Intlmational lule. for the prevention of col1111on at ••• 
t, that in I danserou •• ltuation •• hip .boutd .lacken her .,..d? 

A. I' •• ony, atr. th.t i. not ay full und.r.taodinl of it. It 10 the·duty of the ohip that 
has the right-of-vIY 1n a .ltuation luch .. thi. to take IUeb action .h. coa.lder. to avold • 
collision which may 1Dvolve chana.a of .peed and ch-SI. of cour'l. 

Q. Did ItELBOUIII! ha.e tho ri&ht-of .. ay r 
A. IIELBOUIIIE had the risht-of_OJ, .air. 

, . ~ . 

Q. So th.t it v .. her duty to a .. id D011io11111 by ch ...... of .peed and chan," of c ... r •• , i.E 
I under.tand JOU correctly? 

A. Under the rellUl.tion •• air, it •••• I· •• ony. let _ think. It 10 the duty of both ahlp' 
1f • danger lituation developel for both Ihips to take IUch aetion they .. y conlider it nece •• ary 
to avoid • colli.lon. 

w .. 
Q. W •• a don,er .It .. ation de.elopl", .t the tt_ th.t IIELBOURNE reported to !VAlIS dlat: •• 
on • colli.ion caurl.? 
A. Yel, 111'. 

Q. And in your opinion, did MELBOURNE do her duty? 
A. We did, .ir. Ye. we did. 

.. ' 

Q. Jut you JUde tlO alteration of courle Dr .peed antil lome later-'tt.e! . 
A. It va •• ery qulckly, ,iT, it •• , DOt loaa. 

. '. 

- -: . 

Q. What v •• the period of time between the report to'EVANS tbat .... val oa a o cotillion 
courl. and the tlme of the colillion? 0 

A. I atated before, lir, that I _ very hazy -OIl the exact time that .lapaed between ,articular 
occurrence. on thll night. I can not really .'tillate. It .. y have been two -.taut... -It .. y have 
been a ~lnute and a half, it may have been three .inute.. I cannot ~oll.ct. 

Q. If MELBOU\\NE had put ber online. full •• tem and appUed 30 de,r ... nddu .t· the U. 
that it va. detected that EVANS va. on a collilioa cour.e, would thi. have ?laced MELBOURNE in 
.OIM: different place than Ihe va. in fact vben the colli.IOll Decuned? 

A. Not very ~ch different, .11'. . 

Q. Would it have been in a different pl.ce? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. 1Ir. Lamb, you ha.e .tated th.t .t the U_ of colU.lon • _p of Hshto, .......... _11ahto 
were .hinin, upon the flight deck? 

A. I under.tand thi. to be 10, .ir. I ba.e Men told that they were Iwitched 011 about thl. time. 

Q. I take if then you did not detect th_ at tb.t t1a? 
A. I did not .e. them,ltr, no. Pure bear •• y. 

Q. Could you tell ua who would be abl. to provlde reUable inforaatiOD •• to when they vere 
turned on and aactly which liaht. were on? 

A. I believe the 'light Deck Offlcer, t1eutenmt eo...nder 'atter.on, .. y have aaa. tnfonutlOD 
on that, .ir. 

Senior _ber: Counlal davelope that point further, ple .. e. 

Q. Since you did not detect the fact that thele 16aht. vere on, can 
occallon. when you bave bown they vere an in the put you had been able 
they wera on? 

you ,.y lIbether or not on 
to detect the fact that 

A. .0, air. 
before I know if 
cannot lea them, 

I ha.e to actually 10. phy.lcally, 
they are 011. In .. Donul po.itton 
aee if they are on. 

to tho port wins of the bridge and look .ft 
.taodlna .... er. I _ behind the pelo .... , I 

Q. .And you canot .ee reflectionl on th_ on aircraft oa. deelr. or other aDUrce.? 
A. No, lir. 

Senior -.mber: '!'here are no further que.tion. at the .oaent. 

eoun.el for the board (CIlIl Clu.): 'l'h .. e 10 ju.t DOe ... n _ttor. 

!lAllINATION BY alUIISIL .0. 'rIlE JOA1tD 

Queotion. by COlOn.at for the board (CIlIl Clu.): 
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Q. . Between the U ... that HEIJIOURNE lnformed EVANS that ah. va. on collUlon cour •• and the time that MELBOURNE alterld cour.e to port, did EVANS, in your opinion, have an opportunity to avoid collhlon? 
A. She dld, .lr. 

Q. What vel the approxlmate ttl .. durtna .... lch thh opportlDllty pr •• ented lt1elf? A. Between thirty I.condl and ane .inute, .lr. 

Q. In your opinion, what would have been the proper action to have taked by the d •• troyer during that period? 
A. At thi •• tag. we had not cOIIIIIenced our turn. Therefore, Ihe could have lODe one of two waYI. She could have turned to port, Which would~ .till have emb.r •••• d ul or Ihe could have turned to starboard which would have p •••• d her well clear down our port .ide. Therefore, I con.lder that if ehe had turned to .tarboard when Ihe va. told .h. v •• on • eolli.ion couree .he would have cleared UI comfortably, .ir. 

Couna.1 for the board (CDR Gla.I): '1'h1l open leillon of the board i. brousht to an end and the per. on. pr •• ant are a.ked to leaye 10 that the clo.ed I ••• ian .. y belin. (All .pectator. Who vare pr •• ent in open ••• Iion hav. withdrawn from the hearlna room. Only .ember., coun •• l, vita •••• aDd the court reporter ar. pre.ent.) 

( 
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• Counsel for the board (CDR cI ... ): The hoard now .tnMS. conftDeCI III clo •• d ""loa. 

EXAIIINATION BY CClllNSEL rca TIl: lOAltD 

Quc8tlon. by counsel for the board (CDR G1 ••• ): 

Q: Li.utenant Lamb, you .aid In open .e •• lon that you thoulbt you wdtbt hav. .oae cla.sified 
material to offer bearing on the circumstance. of the colli. Ion. 

A: It concern the .llza •• lir. I noticed when I r.ad the operation orde~ for'the Ix.reil. 
s •• Spirit that In the OpOrder itaelf there were extracts from the cl ••• ified public.tion-on 

.:".:.r".-.,AnU·sublDlI rlne Evasive Steering. These extract. conlisted purel,.. of page. of &lIU.I. 1'0 my 
-recollection about five pl.el. There were no explanationa in the OpOrder of bow the a1lcI, . _ 

were -to be carried out. the doctrine behind them. when to .top the z1azag. when to rellQee" i,t -Ind .. { 
other info~tion lueh as this. My i~diate reaction on I.eing thi. VI' that it could be . 
danaerous for .ny .hip of any other n.tionl that doe. not operate with.TP 3,-whlch -t. ·the 
book on Antl-.ubmsr1ne Ev8l1ve Steer1",. If it do .. DOt operate with cbu ftOnDIIllr,cber could ,.,','. 
~ aware at lookina at the OpOrder, could be un.war. of c .. correct -prOceclure. b \I:M '.vtie(t .. ', ... ~-.) .. _~' .. /,..- 4c' 
carrying out ZiaZIII. My { .. di.te reaction WI' Lt could b. d.blftou.. '. ,,'. ,:;." . " ':' _" >'.,~ ~-". ':':.: "r~ 

. . ., .,.,-. I 

Q: Did you hold the vie" that ATP 3 appUed to this particular operaUon1·' 
A: I did, lir. I checked the zig.a," thlt were in the OpOrder and they ore 

zigzags that were in ATP 3. 
the .aIIe •• die 

.--( .... :. 

Q: Apart from the fact that they had been drawn from~t .auree, v.. there 
OpOrder, that you knew of, that brought At? 3 into operation for purpoae. of Sea 

A: Not that I .aw •• ir, no. 

anrthl'" 1n 't1oe 
Spirit1 ,: 

., 
Q: In what manner are you luggesting 

had something to do with what took place? 
that this uneert.i:aty of that £il&81 doeurent My ~e . 

A: 1 do not know, sir. what extent other N.vie. operate using ATP3. using zigzass. I know 
that in our own Navy we use it quit~ extensively. It is posaible, .y thoulht on thil bavina 
observ~d ships on the .ereen that night and on pre~loua Dilhta, that ao.e of them~ld ROt know 
the courses which MELBOURNE was ateering .a laid down on the declared zigzaa for that Dlght. 

Q: On what do you haae this helief that they do not know MELBOURNE'. courlel belUC steerea? 
A: Ship~ went out of their aectors very .a.ily when HELBOURH! turned. 1bey hed • eerteln 

sector in which they had to remain. When MELBOUIlN! turn anything awe tun .bout 40 to 50 
degrees, there were lome zigzags which we turned 90 degree •• t a time, aa. ahips vent out of . 
station very easily instead of dOing what I would Mv. expeeted them to do. -turn roughly ·w1th -
us. Instead it appeared that they vere doing the opposite thing and .till trying to .tay In 
station on their previous course. 

Q: nid you think that the tactical doctrine in ATP I(A), Volume I aDd II .'1 Buffielent 
for the Ihips in the operation7 

A: I am uncertain at this ti.e exactly how auch there i. in ATP l(A), .ir. My personal 
way of checking things was to go Itraight to AT? 3. If I wasn't Bure whether the si,zag should 
b~ 5to~ped if the eourae was to be altered, I would 10 and check if from ATP 3 rather tban 
ATP l(A). 

Q: Did you lee any indication of .ny time the ahlps in ec.pany with MELBClJRM! were ulna 
their wrong base courle? 

A: Not the wrong bile course, air, DO. Rot tha.t aight. 

EXAMINATION BY TIl: CCllItT 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: My Lamb, If I understand correctly. you atated that your own reference to luide you a. 
to zigzag doctrine and rules of procedures waa ATP 31 

A: That is correct, sir. 

Q: Are you now apeaking 
OpOrder 1-69 was in effect? 

of periods of time durlna exerciae Sea Spirit when the FOCAP 

A: That'l correct, air. 
at th~t ATP 3, because I had 
prior to the exercile. 

In fact durlng th~ ~aerci.e I did not bave occ.aion to 10 to look 
previous experlence of zi,zals and I had already checked the rules 

Q: But with respect to your own actionl during exercise Sea Spirit your zigzag terms of 
reference so to apeak were ATP 3? 

A: I believe that was the correct reference to uae, air. during exercise Sea Spirit. 

Q: At the s.me time, if I underltood you correctly. you testified that it val DOt prescribed 
for use in exerci.e Sea Spirit? 

A: To the best of my knowledge it v., DOt prescribed. lir, no. 

Q: But you continued to use thoa. rule. your •• lf? 
A: That'. correct. air. 

Q: Is it than correct to aay that while you, on the tiNS when you were auidiD8 MEUOOINE's 
actions, were uaiDg ATP 3 rule. other ahip, .. y DOt have been? -

A: I do not know of the exi.tenee of any conflictina rule., air. If there .re 4ifferins 
rules to what are laid down in AT? 3, I do not know them. air. 
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D·£r.! ~ ~'(I '-=1 ~D !J.h~~11 &. ,,.1_.,,1. 
Q: But you have already ~~id that you didnlt know what va. said about zigzag in ATP 1 Alfa? 
A: I know that what 1s said in ATP 1 Alfa ,. the same as In ATP ). sir . 

. Q: To ~ that does not snund constatent with your atatement that on the one hand you didn't 
knnw wh~t wa •• ald 1n ATP 1 Alfa sbout zigzags and on the other hand you noticed tbat there" 
might be a possible hazard In th~ fact that the zllza, rul •• Ire not in the OpOrder. 11m not 
cprt~ln that I under.tand your pOint. Could you explain it 8,81n. pIe ••• ? 

A: Yes. air. I thought that there was danger in putting extract~ of zigzags In the 
ope>r.,Uon ordpr instead of lIBying: zigzags •••• In.ltc.ad" of .Bying In the operations 'order that 

-<" ,.·zigzags VGuld be cnrrled out in accordance with ATP 3 of ATP I Alta or any other pubUcation 
which they cared to n.... Instead of drawing attention to the correct publication to use, ie 
the OpOrder, they just put extracts from the ATP 3 into the OpOrder. I don't know.if &hat 
explains it well enough for you, air, but.tbat ia what I felt. 

Q: I. the vert.OD of ATP I Alfa which v •• in ua. during ex.rciae S.a SpiTit the aame 
yerd.on which you had been ua1D& in pt'ior operation. before the .nrciae? . .... .. 

A: It waa. air, , ••• 

i): 
A: 

J)o you happen to know what chaDI.a were in A." 1 Alt. in exercis. Sea sptrlt1 
I believe it va. change four, air. 

Q: 1. that the latest change in ATP 1 Alfa to your knowledge? 
A: To my knowledge, air, there il another change, it ~y be two 

effect in ~mLBOURNE after exercise Sea Spirit W.I completed. 

Q: And not beforeT 
A: Not before, air, no. To ~ knowl.dle. . , 

chanaes whicb ·CaM! into· 

:-c-. 

. . 
Q: 

change 
A: 

So th~t your underatanding ia that the AT? 3 &ig&al rule and tho.e in AT? 1 Alla, wi~h 
four in.erted, are the lame? 
·Yes, lir. 

Q: And you have perlonally checked thoa.? 
A: I had not personally checked, air, nO. 

• 

Q: Then what makes you believe that they are the same? 
A: ~caU8e baaed mainly on the. on my interpretion of t~ rules 'In AT? 3. 1 have been 

;Jsked questions about them by the C;tptain and the Navlgating Officer of the MEtBOUR.N'E, ·snc! ·1 
h~ve not been corrected on my answer which 1 gave. So therefore 1 assumed they were correct. 
And I got my anSwprs from ATP 3. Therefore there vas no reason for me to auspect that the rules 
in AT? 3 had not been changed or had been changed. 

Q: Then how do you account for the difficulty vhich you aentioned you have observed with 
S~ ships msintstning Itation whil MELBOURNE turned? 

A: I cannot account for it at all, sir. 

Q: Did you take any action 81 £ re.ult of this oblervation? 
A: I did not take action. air, no. They never developed into. danger aitu.tlon. I noticed 

a tendency for them to drift out of atation and be .low in confOrming to our zigzag. 

Q: You brought this up 1n relation to your apprehenlion about the danger of not including 
the zig1ag rules 1n the OpOrder. Do you see a connection between the two? . 

A: There could be 8 connection, air. I do not know how the brid8es on other navies 
operate. I do not know whether they have the books available to them on the brid8e and whether 
they ",,'ould refer to them. If they looked at the zigzag plans in ATP I Alfa correction, th(· 
YOCAP OpOrder, they m.y have just looked at them and not taken any further action relying 
Instead to watch KELBClJRNE. I donlt know In fact vhether they did ... ·fther. Whether they watch 
the: zig?i1g as laid down or whether they watch KELBantNE. but my observations tbr!y were .low tn 
recovering from MELBOURNE alteration of course during the c18zag. 

Q: Would you I~y that ther~ i& anything dangerous in u.ing zigzag rules from a publicatinn 
not !Mdt- effective for the exercise instead of using the zigzag rules from the pubH.cation ." .. !llt'h 
~4S in effect for the exercise? 

A: I'm $orry, .1r, could you repeat that? 

Q: Yes. Would you say that there i, anything dangerous in uling zlgz81 rules from a 
public3tion not in effect for the exercise rather than using zigzag rules from 8 publicAtt~n 

·,~hich was In effect for the exericse? 
A: Yes, I would lay that it would be dangerou., sir, yes. 

Q: Why would ·it be dangerous? 
1\: ATP 3, air, is a NATO publication. t do not know whether it has been released to tIl£> 

Thni ~nd Philipptnp navies taking pArt In the, in order words the SEATO Nations. Therefore. ~ 
J t would be dangerous to oprrate in an· exerebe such as thia with SamP ships which ma)' n-,t h,:w(> 
it. 

~: My question WBS why would there be a danger In this? 
A: Jt will be dangeroul because they may not Deceaserily follow the .a. doctrine "e; we dr,. 
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Q: With r~lation to the difficulty which you observed lome ahips had in maintaining st~tion 
",'hile MELBOlJRt,,'E turned, can you state whether to your knowledge any taeticat data retatine to 
MfLD01'RN£. such .18 t:'lctico!ll diameter. 8eeleration, deceleration, and nthf"1' facts hlld been 
?r,)vldt-cf to the screen ships? 

A: I dn not know whether they have been provided or not, sir. 

EXMIINATION BY COUNSEL PIl\ TIlE BOARD 

QUf"stl~ns by counsel for the board (CDR Class): 

Q: In relation to difficulties that you observed some ships haVing In maint.inint station, 
\Jt"re you able to tell whether this was due on the one hand to unfl1mliarl1y with tACtiCll 
.1.-.. C'trinf' or on the other hand to J.1ck of experience to maneuvering or 1s either pc,"sible 8C1; an 
("xf'l~n,'tlon? 

A: N.l, I cquld not SIlY elther, sir. 

Q: lHll you look at MYl Exhibit 41, do you reco8nize that .~ip? 
A: That'll the EVANS, air. 

Q: Are you able to explain to the bOllrd making uae of that photograph. your perception of 
thf .tarb~~rd njpect of EVANS openina as the malta Aeplr.ted. Can you delcrlbed thlt? 

A: Y.~. I1r. 

Q: elln you tell ua then in using this photo,raph what you sa'" before tht" change and what you 
snw a3 the ch~nge occurred' 

A: Ber0re the change I could see tht" forward ~st and what appeared to be her after stack 
:tnd her "'fter m:lst, almost in line. As her aspect changed, as I watched her through the 
binocul.:~l'l's. the line between the two masts opened and I could see more of his starboard bow 3" 
she turned as the moon shone on it more than it ha~been. I don't know whether the moon had camp 
out of the cloud more or whether it was the aspect as she 'changed, but' certair.ly ;: could SE-e her 
starboard bo~ more clearly and I could just make out the outlines of her pennant numbers sho~lng 
in the moon light. 

Q: What did you observe as to the relationship between the two points. the fore mast and the 
after stack which had previously, been in line? 

A: I SAW them opening, sir. 

Q: To what angle approximately? 
A: I judged my aleration at course of, the EVANS alteration course o~ 10 to 20 degrees on 

ho, ... much her masthead opened. sir. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: Mr. Lamb. returning to the zigzag rules. Did you mention your unease about the fact that 
the rules were not included in the OpOrd to anyone prior to the collision? 

A: I remember discussing it with two other deck officers or officers who kept officer of the 
watch. I can't remember who they were, lir. I may have mentioned it to the navigating officer. 
I cannot remember. but I certainly remember discusaing it with two other officers of the same 
rank as I. I've forgotten, in fact. whether I mentioned it to the navigating officer. I can't 
remember. 

Q: When MELBOURNE was being Icreened with only her own task group present, was she no~lly 
the guide? 

A: She was normally the guide, sir. yes. 

Q: Does the guide have any obligation to adhere to zigzag rules and doctrines? 
A: The guide does, sir, yes. 

Q: Were there any means in effect in MELBOURNE to ensure uniformity of understanding of these 
rules as between one watch officer and the next and his auccessor and so on? 

A~ The only means ••• corrections, not the only means. the means by which we passed on 
information about the zigzag from Officer of the Watch to Officer of the WA·ch was ~y means of 
the little board of which you have photograph there, the Captain's night orders which stated the 
zigzag plan in use, snd ~rom a verbal passover or handover from the Officer of the watch to the 
Officer of the Watch and several times I made it ~ practice to check the tactical operators log 
to ensure that we were using the correct zigzag with u.ing the correct zero bour. 

Q: Do any of those items which you have mentioned include detailed discription of the zigzag 
rules end doctrine such as in contained in the first few pages of ATP 31 

A: No. sir. 

Q~ Ia it then possible that one officer of the watch might have uaed as his reference for 
zigzag rules the material 1n ATP 3 while another one standing watch immediately before or after 
him Ddght have been using ATP 1 Alfa m.terial? 

A: I do not think it 1s possible. air. Because the Captain ~nd the Navigating Officer 
making it a correction, aaking questions of Officers of the Watch and I know that questions were 
asked of other officers about their intrepretation of what happens if • course alteration is 
ordered while a zigzag 1s 1n force. And I am aure that if they had given incorrect answers, then 
we all would have been asked to explain where you aot your ide •• from or told we w~re incorrect. 
Therefore, I had to .ssume that everybody uled the lame rul.a, from ATP 3. 
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Senior member: The boar.d has no further que.eione. 

Couns~l for the board (CD. Glass): You are now invited to .ay whether you ~ve anything 
further to add in this closed •••• {on of • ct •• stfied nature that has aot yet been brought out. 

VLtnels: 1 do not have anything further. lir. 

T~ wttne •• WI. duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): The bearing 11 adjourned • 

The board adjourned at 1800 hours, 16 JUDe 1969. 

182 

~-... ." 
. "'''~ . ... ',"'~ 

b 



---_.-------_._- - ._-

~---

- EIGIITII DAY -

The board reconvened in executive les.ion at 0830 hours, 17 June 1969. During this session 
the board reviewed and approved the prior day'. transcript and planned future proceedings of the 
board. At the conclusion thereof, the board reconvened in open Bellion at 0928 hourI, 17 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board, who were present When the board adjourned Were again present. 

Senior member: The bearing 1s now open. " 
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board now being in open Itssion, it 1s necessary to 

point out that any person who has been told he 1s a witness, or who may be a witness 1s alked to 
withdraw from the board room. The board calla &8 its next witness, Commander Horton. 

Commander Anthony R. Horton, Royal AUltralla.n lavy. val called .a a witness by counsel for the 
board, val aworn and telt1f1ed &1 follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY cotJIISEL Fal THE lIQARD 

Questions by couns.l for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q.. Commander Horton it is lIlY duty as counlel to advise you that you have been called al a 
witness for this board of investigation, which il inquiring into the cirCUMstances surrounding the 
collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and U.S.S. !RANK E. EVANS, becau •• it 11 bel1 ..... d that you have 
evidence which may assist the board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence 1s 
being received in open session of the board, and that disclosure of classified information is not 
"61.uthorized during open session. Should the answer to any question you are asked require you to 
disclose classified information, you are requested not. to answer the question, but to advise the 
board that the answer would require you to disclose cltB8if1e~ informatlo~. In such,case you will 
later be given an opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed session. 
However, if you can answer the question in part or in general terms without disclosing specific 
classified information you should do so, you should also advise the board of your desire to 
amplifY any classified information in a later closed session. Under Australian law, it is 
necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question, the answer to which may tend 
to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objection, and for 
the board to decide if you must answer the question or not. Do you understand those matters? 

A. Yes,sir. 

Q. Will you please state, COIIID8.nder," your full name, rank and present appointment? 
A. Anthony Rockley Horton, Commander, RAN, Fleet Navigating Officer. 

Q. And as Fleet Navigating Officer, are you a member of the Staff of FOCAF? 
A. Yes, I am. 

Q. And did you hold that appointment on the night of 2nd and 3rd June last? 
A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Would you tell us, sir, in general terms, the details of your experience and training 
as a Navigating Officer. 

A. As a Navigating Officer, I went to England in 1960 to undergp the Specialist .. 
Navigating course for nine months. 

Q. Could I interrupt you to ask what you had been doing the years before that? 
A. I got ~ watchkeeping certificate in 1956, and then for the subsequent four years I was an 

air observer. 

Q. An air observer. And how long did that special navigation course in England last? 
A. Nine months, sir. 

Q. And where did you go upon its completion. 
A. Upon completion, I did two years at sea with the Royal Navy, and in a period of about five 

months was the Second Navigator of the carrier HERMES and the remaining time in two frigates of 
the Royal Navy. 

Q. And thereafter? 
A. I then returned to Australia and did a short period as Executive Officer and First Lieutenant 

of a survey ship, And then went to VENDETTA for one year as Navigating Officer. I then did the 
advanCEd navigational course, lasting nine weeks, in England. On return I did almost two years in 
~~S SYDlilri as Navigating Officer. 

Q. What kind of .hip is HMAS SYDNEY. 
A. Air"craft carrier. 

Q. And where were you posted after that? 
A. Upon completion of my time in HMAS SYDNEY, I went to HMAS DERWENT as Executive Officer. 

This was the year 1967. In ly68 I undertook the A~ Staff course in Australia. 

Q. Yes. 
A. I then joined HMAS MELBOURNE as Fleet Navigating Officer and ship Navigating Officer, from 

the 16th of Dec.mber 1968. 
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Q. So you have, at tne time in question, that dual capacity as Navigating Officer on FOCAF's 
Staff and Navigating Officer of MELBOURNE! 

A. That 1s correct. 

Q. Now, during tne period of time between replenilbment of the force and midnight of the 2nd 
of June, did you observe operations involving a rescue destroyer? 

A. Ye., I did. 

Q. On how many occasions did you see a relcue destroyer take up her posltlon1 
A. I only law the relcue destroyer actuaJ.ly tald.ng up her politioD on one occa.ion. By 

taking up her poSition, I mean moving from the Bcreen into altern, rather than altern to any 
particular rescue ItatioD .s luch. 

Q. Yes. And what ship did you see executing that manEuver? 
A. I saw the USS EVANS. 

Q. And did you oblerve anything eloe in relotion to the EVANS and the reocue destroyer Itation 
during that period! Apart from what you mentioned. _ 

A. My only observation i. - commenting at the time- the metl'lod of moving J.n-astern - tt vas mping 
well clear of the ship In a curve of pursuit but I observed nothing else at the particular time. 

Q. Could you pleale repeat that last answer you gave? 
A. My only observation at the time, I did comment to somebody standing with lie, VILlI that EVANS 

was coming in astern in a very safe 1n fact roundabout manner, and I did comment on it -as ahe was 
proceeding in aatern. I had no other cOllllDents concerning the maneuver. 

Q. What'tin you understand vaa the position, regarding the use of a rescue destroyer, during 
that period from replenishment until midnight? 

A. During the day there was no requirement for a rescue destroyer. I understood at ~1ght 
that EVANS, being the starboard wing ship of the inner ·acree~, vou1d carry out the ~tlEa of 
rescue destroyer for the night. . 

Q. What was your understanding of the number of occasions upon which a rescue -destroyer 
would be needed? 

A. On that night~rescue destro,yer would have been needed on each occasion of launching or 
landing and, dependinc on the time interval between the yarious launches and und .. ons, be may 
or may not have gone back to the screen between each period. 

Q. Very weil, Commander. Now, around about midnight, bad you. turned in Dr were you about 
to turn in? 

A. I turned in at about Bddnight. 

Q. And did you record any instructions in the Navigating Officer's Night Order Book? 
A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Counsel asks that this book be marked for identification as Exhibit 42. Is that the 
book that was used by you, as your Night Order look, on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June. 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And would you be gpod enough to read out what instructions you recorded that night in 
your ~ight Order Book? 

A. My instructions for the night were. "Call me as for the Captain, and at 0440 for 
morning stars". I had further put a note in the Night Order Book about the cleaning'-· 
responsibilities for the morning watch, as I reminded the Officer of the Watch. I do have 
standing instructions inside the cover, which is the normal procedure. 

CounSEl of:Lp.rs that Night Order Book in evidence as Exhibit 42, With the proviso that the 
tender/limited to the standing instructions and ent.ries for the night of 2nd and 3rd of June. 

\e 
Senior Member: Commander Glass this may be introduced as evidence~ 

testimony to indicate to whom these instructions are intended to apply? 
Would you develop 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass). 

Q. Yes, sir. Can you tell us what persons are required to read the Navigators Night Order 
Book! 

A. The Officer of the Watch is required to read the Night Order Book when he takes over his 
watch, or as soon as he can do it. At the time of taking over his watch~ at the same time he 
would b~ reading in the Captain's Night Order Book. 

Q. 
Junior 

A. 

Is it limited to the Officer of the Watch, or is 
Officer of the Watch? 

The Junior Officer of Watch would also read it. 

the reqUirement also extended to the 

Q. At the time you turned in about midnight, between the 2nd and 3rd of June, what was the 
base course of the formation. 

A. The base course, as from sometime after 2300, was 220 and speed of 18. 
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Q. And was a zigzag plan being used or not? 
A. Yes, it was. 

Q. Was it short leg, or long leg zig.:l.ag 
A. Short leg zigzag. 

Q. At that same time t when you turned in, we have been told the weather wal char and no 
wind and 80 on. What was the position of the moon? 

A. At the time I turned in? 

Q. Ye.. When bad the moon ri.en? 
A. The exact time I WOuldn't state, but around 2100. I bad, in fact, taken evening stars 

using the moon at about 2130. 

Q. And what were the general conditions of visibility when you turned In? 
A. The visibility was good, medium cloud cover, which was moving fairly clearing and clouding 

over, but f"irly .wiftly, but good visibHity, little wind. 

Q. And whit va. the .tate of the lighting of the Ihip. in the force? 
A. The lhip. were darkened. My recollection is thlt lhips burning dim Itern lightl, but I 

might be wrong on thlt point. Certainly, normal navigational lights, lid. light. and ateaming 
lights were not being barnt. 

Q. Returning to the question of rescue destroyer t can you tell ua bow it came about that 
EVANS was designated as reSCue destroyer for the night'. operation? 

A. Only from hearsay, sir. The Captain informed me that EVANS would be the rescue destroyer 
during his discussions earlier in the day. 

Q.. And did he tell you who was the person who actually designated EVANS tor that positon? 
A. I don't think the Captain told me. I assumed the ... screen cOllln8:nder. ,~ 

Q. Who was he? 
A. CCMDESRON 23. 

Q. What was your understanding as to the persons who would direct the rescue destroyer to 
return from her station astern and back to the screen? 

A. I underctand that the Captain of the MELBOURNE, being the commander of the task unit, 
would direct rescue destroyers to move from the screen as he required.· 

Q. And was it 
operational period 

A. Yes, sir. 
sufficient to make 

the practice to have the rescue destroyer return to the screen after the 
of each fight was concluded? 
It was the practice, provided the time between landings and launches was 
it worth while. 

Q. And I assume that if the period or time interval was short the destroyer wouJ.d be left 
there'? 

A. The destroyer would be left in the wake. 

Q. 
scre-e-n? 

A. 

Yes. Well, what period of time would seem to be 8ufficient to direct her to return to the 
What period of time and over led her to be sent back to the screen? 

I wouldn't like to answer that at the particular time. I think it depended on the 
circ I.lII1stances. 

Q. What was the normal position? Would she be Tedirected to the screen or kept astern? 
A. ·On~e again, I think this varies with the time interval between flying operations. With 

a lligntof four hours or something-in that line, and I would say that she would go back to the 
scrEEn. 

Q. I think that you have said you only observed the rescue destroyer operation being per­
formed on one occasion. 

A. I said I only observed it going from the screen on one occasion. 

Q. Yes. When was that? 
A. At about 2045» I would say. 

Q. And on that occasion what was done when flying operations were over, so far as the rescue 
QEstroyer was concerned? 

A. To the best of my knowledge she was left with us, and moved in astern of us again into 
the wake. At the time I was taking stars, so I am not positive. 

Q. So you donlt know if she stayed there for another operation, or was sent back to the 
screen? 

A. No. 

Q. Were you called between the time you retired and the time you were last called before 
the collision? 

A. Yes, I was, sir. 

Q.. On how many occasions? 
A. I was called three times. 
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Q. Can you tell ua what the report. made to you were? 
A •. The first occaaion was about 0145, when I waa informed that a .creening .hip had a .onar 

contact. I turned out. The aecond occaaion va. aame 20 or 30 m1n~te. later, about 2:15, for a radar 
contact from a screening ship. I turned out again. The third. occalion was about 2: 45. when I 
was called prior to helicopter operation •• 

Q. What did you do on that occaaion? 
A. On thatoccaaion I informed the Officer of the Watch that;: would not be Coming up to 

the bridge, ai the Captain was on the bridge. 

Q. Well, when were you next in receipt of a callT 
A. I didn't look at JI1II wat4h at the time, but it was about 3:10, which W&I the time I had 

asked to be shaken for flight operations. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

And who called youT 
The A .. 1atant Officer of the watch, Sub-Io1eutenant Vorobieff. 

You dressed, no doubt? 
Yea, lir. 

A. 
ahorts 

Are you able to fix the time when you got to the bridge or notT 
Not &8 a minute, no, lir. Just baaed on the time that I think it took me to put on 

and shirt. 

Q. Well, how long do you think that took you? 
A. I would 8117 probably about a minute and a half fran the time I va. shaken. , 
Q. And where is your aea cabin located in relation to the bridgeT 
A. It is located on the port aide aft of the bridge. I had two routes to get to the 

bridge. One around past the Captain'. cabin, or a direct route f'rom my cabin through the port 
wing of the bridge, on to the bridge itaelf. 

Q. Which route did you take that night? 
A. I went out through the port wing. 

Q. Well, where were you when you first heard aomethlng being aaid on the bridge? 
A. Just leaving ~ cabin. Just atepping on to tbe port wing of the bridge. 

Q. Yes. What was it that you heard when you were there? 
A. I heard the order, "Port 30. 11 

Q. And whose voice gave that order, as you recognized? 
A. I feel the Officer of the Watch gave the order. 

Q. And to whom did the Officer of the Watch give his orders? 
A. To the quartermaster or helmsman in the wheelhouse. 

Q. Where is the wheelhouse located in relation to the bridge? 
A. Three decks below and alightly forward. 

Q. How are the orders communicated down thoBe three decks? 
A. Either by intercam or by voice pipe. 

Q. Well, that order that you heard the Officer of the Watch give, "Port 30," I think you Baid. 
A. "Port 30." 

Q. Was there any change made? 
A. Yes, he followed it immediately by, "Port 35." 

Q. Where were you when you next heard aomething said by an Officer on the bridge? 
A. I had just stepped on to the bridge, and the Captain aaid to the Leading Tactical 

Operator, "Pass to EVANS, I am coming hard left, II or words of that nature. 

Q. Yes. Can IOu-help us With the time interval between when you heard the Officer of the 
Watch give orders to the wheelhouse, and when you heard the Captain give instructions to the 
Leading Tactical Operator? 

A. I'd say a very ahort time interval, inasmuch as it takes me 2 or 3 seconds, and I have 
the impression that I was just on the bridge when he gave the order to the Leading Tactical 
Operator. 

Q. 
A. 

bridge. 

When you got to the bridge, where did you take your position? 
Just behind and to one side of the Captain, who was on the port 

In other words, more or less next to the Officer of the Watch. 

Q. And you were between the Captain and Officer of the Watch? 

side forward of the 

A. Not real.l.y between, just behind both of them really, but able to look between them. 

Q. Well, as the three of you stood. there, and reading from left to right, how were you 
placed in relation to eaeh other? 

A. The Captain val on the port aide forward 01' the bridge, r was 1000e 3 feet behind and 
slightly to on. .ide - -

l.B6 



• 

Q. Which side? 
A. Well, I moved, of course, behind him 80 I was able to see. 

Q. Yes. 
A. Th~ Officer of the Watch was standing at the pelorus, which is the outer line of the 

brLige. 

Q. And, therefore, to the right of you and the Captain? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Well, what was the first thing that you observed from that position? 
A. I observed a ship, that I assumed to be EVANS, about 10 degrees on the port bow. 

Q. And at what range did you estimate? 
A. I didn't estimate a range until I reached past the Captain, picked up binoculars, and 

had a look through the binoculars at EVANS, and at a very quick instant appreciation thought about 
1500, perhaps a little more, yards. 

Q. And when you used the binoculars, did you revile ot"'conflrm 70ur estimate of her relative 
bearing? 

A. The relative bearing, I only did it vilualiy, about 10 degre .. on the port bow. The 
binoculars did not help me in that regard at all. 

Q. What was the state of EVANS illumination? 
A. Fully darkened. She may have had a truck light or a red mast obstruction light, but _he 

certainly had no other lights that I saw. 

Q. And what was your judgement, as to the effect of the courses of the two ships at that 
point? 

A. I don't think I came to any immediate judgment, inasmuch as we were starting to swing 
and I had no prior indication of what EVANS was doing. ~e was pointing toward,. . 

Q. She was pointing towards? 
A. Toward s MELSCURNE. 

Q. Now, at that same time, when you made that observation of EVANS, that she YaS 10 degrees 
to port, 1500 yards or so, what was MELBOURNE doing. Was she steady or moving? 

A. She was moving. 

Q. In what direction? 
A. To port. 

Q. What did you estimate that her heading was Fit, that point of time? 
A. I did look at a gyro strip repeater just as ·I got. to the bridge which was t1-l0-f1ve _something 

dEgrees, and moving which indicated to me that we had probably come from something like 260, or 
ther~ abouts, and were swinging to port. 

Q. And when you say moving, you mean moving 1n which direction7 
A. The ship was mo"dng to port, turning port. 

Q. What was the conditiQll of MELSCURNE's illumination at that poiDt of time? 
A. MELBOURNE was darkened. My only indication of the state of the navigation light was 

that the overtaking light indicator was on. From this I assumed that all navigation lights were 
on, as was the common master switch. 

Q. Where is the overtaking light indicator situated? 
A. On the port side, forward on the bridge. 

Q. Were you able, from where you stood, to check whether other navigation lights were burning? 
A. No, I wasn't. 

Q. Where is the switch which you say is common to all the navigation lights and the 
overtaking light? 

A. Port sid~, forward on the bridge. On the forward screen. 

Q. At this point of time, did you hear any sound signals? 
A. At about this time the Captain ordered to sound two ahort blasts. I moved around behind 

the Officer of the Watch and saw the Second Officer of the Watch make the two short blasts, from 
the starboard siren. 

Q. Now this movement of MELBOURNE to port that you described, did that have any effect on the 
relati v€ bearing of EVANS from MELBOURNE? 

A. Y~s, it did. 

Q. What effect did you observe it to have? 
A. I observed EVANS to move from about 10 degrees on the port bow to about 10 degrees on th~ 

starboard bow • 

. Q. Did you see her moving through ahead to the starboard bow? 
A. Yes. 
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Q. What was the next thing that you observed about EVANS' relative bearing from MELBOURNE? 
A. I have no particular recolleatlons of any observations as regards relative bearing. 

EVANS movf'd to the starboard bow. It may bave been 10 or 15 degrees. 

Q. )0 or 15 degree.? 
A. Out on MELBOURNE's starboard bow. 

Q. Yes. And then? 
A. Then the Leading Tactical Operator reported to the Captain trom the EVANS, "I am coming 

hilT,1 right," or "I have right full rudder." I'm not lure of the exact words. And, at the lame 
time, I observed visually that EVANS was Itartlng to swing to starboard. 

Q. Can you give us an idea of the time that intervened between the Captain giving the 
LFading Tactical Operator a message to EVANS Lbout his course, and the Leading Tactical Operator 
comin~ back and giving him a message from EVANS? 

A. I estimated the time to be, the time it took me to • between the two orders or the two 
st~t~ments - to move across the bridge, watch the Second Officer of the Watch sound two ahort 
blasts, and then move back to the port side again. 

Q. And your extl.mate of that time interval would be what? 
A. 10 seconds. 12 seconds. 

Q. Did you continue to observe EVANS' course? 
A. I continued to observe that she was Iwinging to starboard. 

Q. Yes. And with what degree of helm, as far as you could see? 
A. A~ far as I could see, maximum rudder was being used, inasmuch as the turn was tightening, 

until the moment of impact. 

Q. Before the moment of impact, were any pipes sounded in MELBOURNE? 
A. Before the impact We - I sounded collision s.tations. 

Q. Before the moment of collision, were any engine orders given In MELBOURNE? 
A. I think I heard, "Stop both engines.'T I certainly heard, "Full astern both engines." 

passed from the Captain to the Officer of the Watch and down to the wheelhouse. 

Q. With what officer did those two orders originate? 
A. "Stop both engines," I don't know. "Full astern both engines," I beard. the Captain give 

thE Order. 

Q. What is your estimate of the time when the collision between the two ships occurred? 
A. It is only an estimate. About 3:l5. 

~. And did you Observe, from the compass, the heading of MELBOURNE at the time of collision? 
A: No, I didn't. 

Q. Are you able to give us an estimate of MELBOURNE's heading at the ttme of the collision? 
A. I did observe the striy repeater on 235, some short time before the collision. I 

wouldn't like to say how long before. Same seconds, in my impreSSion. 

Q. And are you able to give an est~te from that? 
A. Purely an estimate. I thought about 230. 

Q. At the time of the collision, what was the angle between the headings of the two ships? 
A. About 100 or 110 degrees. In other words, EVANS was not - had not reached the point at 

Le-ing at right ~le to MELBOURNE's course. 

Q. Ar.d where was the impact principally taken by SVANS? 
A. In the vicinity of the forward funnel, just a little aft of the forward funnel. 

C/. Ar.1 by MELBOURNE? 
A. On the bow, Virtually right ahead, full bow. 

Q. Was there any noise associated with the impact? 
A. YES, some noise. Not as much noise as I would have expected. 

Q. If E.S had not altered course to starboard, after the MELBOURNE had altered COurse to 
port, would the collision in your opinion have occurred? 

A. In my opinion, no. 

Q. Ir the MELBOURNE had remained steady and the EVANS had altered course to starboard as 
~tJ(; did, would the collision have occurred? 

A. I don't know, inasmuch as MELBOURNE was swinging at the time I got on the bridge. 

Q. According to your understanding of the position, who had the conn of the ship at the 
tim~ you arrived on the bridge? 

A. The captain. 

Q. From that time, until the time of collision, to what extent was there collaboration 
betw~~n you and him? 

A. th~re was no collaboration from the time I arrived On the bridge. He knew I was there 
but he did not discuss actions. 
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Q. Did you mike any report. to him during that period? 
A. No, I did not. 

- ----------------------

o 

Q. I'v~ ask you about the ships navigatina light.. Are you able to tell us anything about 
lights on the flight deck of MELBOURNE? 

A. M}' impression, on eoadng out of my sea cabin was that there were no noticable lighting on 
the flight deck at that time. 

Q. Ai you come out of your lea cabin, do you have a view OT not of the whole of the flight deck? 
A. I have a view of the whole of the flight deck, but I did not in fact look aft. I would see 

the middle and the forward section of the flighl deck by Just walking out of the cabin. 

Q. And in those sections, did you have any observation of lights? 
A. I wasn't conscious of any bright lighting, or DOon lighting, on the flight deck. 

Q. Where are the lights on the flilht deck located? Can ,au tell ua, Commander? 
A. There are outline lights on the flight deck, 8mall white, sometL .. s red lights, on the deck 

it.eIf. There il allo the moon light!na sy.tem, which conailt. of lisht. above the bridge and the 
",t which can illuminate the flight deck 1n three different Sroups. 

Q. Whpre are those three sroups .itu.ted? 
A. The control .witches • • • 

Q. No. The groups of lights. the three groups, where are they lituated?· 
A. They Ire allan the island forward of the ma.t. pointing to the forward .ection, amidships 

aection and after section. 

Q. And are they trained to illuminate different parts of the flight deck? 
A. Inasmuch as the three groups illuminate either the forward, .midships or after section or 

any combination. ': 

Q. 
do the 

A. 

I think you .aid earlier in your testimony that only. .Before we came to that, what color 
"moon lights" show? 

They are a whitish color. I baven't aeen them from outboard. 

Q. But inboard they are white? Where is the overtaking light .ituated? 
A. The overtaking light itself is on the walkway right at the stern of the .hip, .o.e l feet 

belo~ flight deck level. 

Q. Now, is the switch for that light independent of, or eonnected with, the switch for the 
navigation light? 

A. All the lights can be operated independently, but the normal procedure is, if running without 
lights the independent sw'itches would be made, so it could be controlled by the officer of the w.!ltch 
with the one common master switch, some 3 feet in front of the center line compass. 

Q. It is desired then. to burn the overtaking light and no other lights, thil can be done? 
A. This can be done, yes. 

Q. You said, that you haven't observed the precise color of the moon lighting from outboard, . 
but can you tell us the extent to which they are visible to ships in company? 

A. Only from the reports from ships in company, that we have asked on occasions, if they can 
see them, or whether they are bright or not. 

Q. Yes. 
A. And the report is that they can be aeen quite DoticeabJy, and the ships themselves haven't 

had any difficulty because of it. 

Q. What are the duties of the Navigating Officer, with respect to the .hlp~s lighting? 
A. My responsibility is to ensure that the lighting is operating sstisfactorily, in a correct 

operating Itate. although it ~y not necel.arily be on. When they are burning, I am responsible 
for the correct lightin, in accordance witb the Dormal regulations or for the requirements for the 
particular period concerned. The Offieer of the Watch is in fact Tesponsible for lwitching them 
on and off a. required. 

Q. Do you have control of any lights other than the Davilsting lights? 
A. Only .ignal projectors, chart table lights. Generally, internal lights in the bri4ge area. 

Q. Who has the prime responsibility for the lights on the flight deok? 
A. The Flying Control Post_tion. 

Q. Can you tell U8 who was the officer in that position on the night in question? 
A. LCDR Payne. He informed me that he was the officer 1n the Flying Control Position at the time. 

\ 
Q. You have told UI that at the tiae you f1rat aww E~S what wa. her bearing relative to 

MELBOURNE's. Are you able to tell us what would have been the MELBOURNE'. bearing relative to E~S? 
A. My immediate impression, which was just a glance through, or one look through the binoculars, 

vas that we were aheld of EVANS. I don't know the appreCiable inclination. 

Q. Could you elaborlte on that a little? Seen from EVANS, where would you have expected MELBaJRNE, 
to be? 

A. From my firlt Illnee, riabt ahead. 
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Q. If the litu.tion i. thet only the overtaking light va. burning, whet would be the position 
with regard to the malter .witch, and with the individual twitch •• for the main navigltion light.? 

A. T .. co malter .witch would be on, and the remaining nIIvlsation Ii.htl would be required to be 
.witched off individually on the Ivltchboard. which 1. at the blck of the bridle. 

Q. So If only the navigation and the overtaking light i. burning, the ... ter .witch i. on, then 
tho Individual swltche. to the Itesming light. and tbe running lights would be! 

A. Would need to be made. 

Q. they would be in what litu.tion? 
A. They would be off. 

Q. Is there a responsibility to lee that the 'hip do •• n't .how lights which might be confused 
with navigation lights and if 10, whose relp0ft.lbl11ty 18 that? 

A. Well. sir. I would •• y there 1. a reaponlibil1ty to •• e that we dontt burn light. that could 
be confusing. The initial reaponsibility, I don't think, r.ats with the ship, ina..uch IS the lights 
are - should be fitt.d with theae liahts which ar. raquired for .arioua op.rationa. 

Q. Thete light. on the flight .ipck are required to b. awitched on for the purpoae of what operation? 
A. Normally, Iwitched on for the Itarting of propellor driven aircraft. !'ben the ,aection' changed 

for the actual light group., change for the llunch and then onee s.aln change for the land-on Ind 
then awitched off again. 

Q. II it your opinion that th ••• lightl, vh*n in uae, could be confu.ed with .hip', nlviaation 
Hghts? 

A. Not having .een them from outboard, I don't know. They are fitted in III carrierl, I lather. 

Q. Are you familiar with a publicltion called the, ''MELBOURNE. Escort Handout," which ia exhibited 
in evidence here a. Exhibit 171 

A. Yes, I am. ~: 

Q. Examine it, if you wish. Can you t.l1 us if that contain. any info~tion with re.pect to 
MELBOlJR..'m's lights, what they - where they are located? 

A. Yes, it does contain info~tion r.garding lights. 

Q. Cen you tell U8 what it says7 
A. For which lights, sir7 

Q. What information has it with respect to MELBOURNE's lights? 
A. It indicates the type of lighting that would normslly b. used, which would be laid down in 

the t~ctical doctrine for the operational exercise. And it indicates which lighta we would be burning 
for r:1ying operations. 

Q. What does it say with respect to that matter? 
A. For all lights, sir? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Dimmed forward side lights, flying lights, which are red, white. r.d lights to conform with the 

International Regulations, an additional red light visible from the air for the benefit of the pilotA. 
drop lights over the stern, once again for the benefit of the air crew and visible from the stern, 
the truck lights which I mentioned .arlier, and moon lighting, which are of course, are in addition 
tc the flight deck illumination lights. 

Q. Do you know if the carrier was burning red tniclt lights before the collision? 
A. I assumed she was. but I don't know. Helicopters were lirborne and it would be normal to 

burn them. 

Q. ~hat is the usual practice about switching on red truck lights before flight operations? 
A. Red truck lights will be switched on if helicopters are in the vicinity of the ship, and 

al:;o inrnediately before launch and land-on. And they will be awitched on at the time the flying 
lights are switched on. 

Q. Is this fact transmitted to the task group by any 11gna1a1 
A. We will transmit to the task group, a group 8ignal that we are about to commence flying 

operations. At the same time, we will change our navigational lighting to the lighting required 
for - by the regulations, which will include truck lighting. 

Q. Are you able to .ay from when the helicopt.rs bad been in the air before collision? 
A. No. I wasn't there when they were airborne. There had been a running turnaround and 

sometime before. they had taken off again. 

ElWIlNAnOli BY Til! Bt».RD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Command.r, are there certain legal requirement8 with the r.spect to the navigation lights of 
a ship? 

A. Navigation lights are to b. burnt in accordance with International a.gulations, yes, sir. 

Q. Doea the ahip it •• lf or anyone in the .hip have the reaponsibility to in.ure that those 
legal r.quirement. are mat by the .hip'. li,ht.t 

A. The Captain uttl~tety has the re.ponsibility to In.ure that he .how. the correct tights 
nec •••• ry. 
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Q. Dn~~ the Captain charge anyone under his c~nd with responsibility for dealing with thrse 
rMt:.('r~ on hi s behal f? 

A. HP would charge by his Night Orders. sir. Be would require to be called at • p.rticular 
timr for • in event a ship approaching a ship in the fo~tion. He would alao require the Officer 
~r thp W~tch to display the correct lighting, if nee •••• ry. 

Q. 
c-f the 

A. 

Do the leg81 requirements you have referred to, include anything concerning the placement 
li~hts. their color and the bearing from which they .. y be seen? 
The navigation lights, yes, sir. 

Q. Does the Captain have responsibility for compliance with tho.e •• pect. of lew? 
A. H~ has responsibility to insure that the lights, the n.vigation lights be i& burning, i~ 

in accordance with these regulations, yea. 

Q. And does he charge anyone within the ahip with the responlibility of dealing with thea. 
matters on his behalf? 

A. I wouldn't like to aay th.t he .pecifically charge I anybody. He would expect ••• l conlider 
it the Navisator'. re.ponaibility to insure that those lighta are in accor4ance to the reBulation. 

Q. Would you describe - let me .tart over. You have de.eribed a .tem light or overtaking 
light indicator, which i. visible on the forwlrd bulkhead of ~he bridge. 

A. Yes. str. 

Q. Which 1s illuminated when the overtaking 1ilbt il on. 
A. Yel, sir. 

Q. Are there .imiliar indicators for any otber navigational li.htl' 
A. Yes. air. There are indicators for all the navigationel lightl. 

Q. Individually? 
A. Yes, sir. '. 
Q. So that there is. if Iunder.tand you correctly, an indicator for the red port running light, 

the green starboard running light, the mast head light and the range light' Is that correct? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Where are they located? 
A. They are located on the starboard after bulkhead of tbe bridge. 

Q. Are they visible so there is an unobatructed view of those lndicators from the position 
which you were occupying just prior to collision? 

A. From the position that I said that 1 vas at. wa. on the port Itde. 1 could not lee them. 
The Second Officer of the Vatch, by turning and looking aft could lee them. 

Q. Did you happen to notice ~hose indicators just prior to collilion? 
A. Not consciously noticing them, no, air. 

Q. Was it' the ,ractice in MELBOURNE to check thoae indicators on each occalion when the 
navigation 1ights were switched on or off? 

A. Yes, it was, sir. 

Q. Who would do that? 
A. The Officer of the Watch. 

Q. Was it also the practie, to go to whatever po.ition ia necesaary, 10 that one could actually 
view the light in question to determine whether it was on or off? 

A. The actual light itselt? It was the practice of the lookout. reporting every cbange in 
stenming and running lights - ~ide lights. 

Q. The lookouts? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In addition to the visual check of the indicator light? 
A. Visunlly, the Officer of the Watch would check the indicator light. sir. He could also 

check of the lights visually. He could lee two of them from the bridge. 

Q. Which ones? 
A. He could see a glow from the forward .teamiag light to indicate that it wa. on. 

Q. A white light? 
A. White light, yea, lir. 

And what is the other? Q. 
A. 

bridge 
And he could aee a glow from both tbe port and starboard lights, if they were in the 

position. 

Q. That is to .ay, if the ones cloaer to the bridge were being us.d? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Which ones Were being used on the night we are talki", about? 
A. 70r normal runninl. we would use the bridle Ii.ht •• 
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Q. Were tho •• the one. 1n u.e? 
A. I'm not - 1 didn't cheek them ~Ielf to I •• if they wer. in f.et the onel on .t the time. 

The others would only be put on for-switched aero •• It the tt.. ve operlced aircraft. and on 
eompletion would be ov1tched bock to tbe blend poa1t1on. It'. put of the no ..... 1 dr111 for 
changing light •• 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
,"'RA on, 
off dur 

A. 

Would :pou uy 1,l1n how lona you ... "" heln .balrd I!!Ll0IlaR!1 
Slnee the 16th of December, lalt y •• r. 

Have you ever bean con.clou. of In occ •• lon durlna that period. whan the lndlcltor llsht 
but the corr •• ponding running light w •• off or vice vera.? Whera the ladle, tor l1aht val 
to aome defect. but the corr •• pond1aa nevialtlon li,ht VI' on? 
Not to my knowledae. no, lir. 

Senior Member: W. will take • brief rIc •••• 

Th. bolrd r.c •••• d .t 1032 houri, 17 Juno 19'9, 
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The boord opoaed It 105S, 17 JUDe 1969. 

All perlona connected with the bOlrd, who .. re pra •• nt when the board rlc ••• ed, vere Illln 
preaent. Commander Horton relumed btl •••• II • vitDe' •• 

ElWIlllAnOll BY CcmrSEL rca Till BIIAID 

Questions by counael for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q: Could you tell UI, Comm.nder. whether •• avis.tlonal Detl look 1. kept in MELBOURNE? If 10, 
where it Is now? 

A: Yes, it ta kept. It 1. in .y briefc •• e. 

CouDael for the board (CDR Gla •• ): Could we trouble you to open it, air. Counael DOW offer 
this to be .. rked for identification •• Exhibit 43 

Q: That document now marked for identification Exhibit 43 1. the MELBOOlNE .. vil.tlonal Data 
Book. and doel it correctly record the a.vi.ltlonal dlta pertinent to that .hlp? 

A: I correctly recorded the dltl thet I bad to basln vtth. There 11 dltl rosardl"l tumlns 
trial. that I bad DOt lot. thlt Captain Stevenlon va. liven. 

Q: Yea. I think you adght accept. Commander. that we bave that information in a I.parate 
~ublication. Apart from that. i, it complete and accurate? 

A: Aa far al I know it i. accurate, and nav1.ationally. it t. ca.plete. 

Counlel for the board (CAPT Robert.on): I'. larry, Ilr. but they are Dot letting the anlwer. 

Q: Would you repelt thlt lilt' 
A; A. fIr a. I know, it i. accurate and complete on navisational ~tter •• 

Counlel for the board (Cn& GIl •• ): Coun.el thin offer. 1ft evidencl al Ixblblt 43, thi. record. 
on the underltanding that at a later Itase, it will be determined by the board what part. are 
relevant and only tbo •• part. will be part of the record. 

Senior member: That t. entirely .uitable, eomm.ader. 

Questions by the .enior member: 

Q: Comm.nder, you have .tated that in the period prior to the colliaion. that you hed come to 
the bridge, but that you had no collaberation with the Captain. I believe you .ald that you did 
not discuss anything, and that you made no reports to him. Did you make any recommendations to him 
concerning engine orders or wheel orders? 

A: No, I didn't, sir. 

Q: Commander, you have stated that you ~re called, al plaaned, at about 0310 in anticipation 
of flying operations? 

A: Yes. sir. 

Q: Which, I believe, were scheduled for about 0330? 
A: That's correct, air. 

Q: If I recall correctly, you .tated that it ~y bave taken you 8 udnute and a balf to dress 
and ~roceed to the bridge? 

A: An estimation •• ir, yes. 

Q: Could you estimate the time between the time you arrived close enouiht to the bridge to hear 
the first thing that you reported hearing, namely, "Port 30", and the collision? 

A: I would have thought about I adnute and a half, lir. Tbda ia purely an eatimetlon. sir. 

Q: 
a view 

A: 
and my 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
k 

From the time that you were .wakeDed. to tbe tiM you arrived on the bridae. where you had 
of EVANS, ware your eyea exposed to any white light? 

No, .ir. My cabin. with the door open, tbe lighting circuits are automatically cut out. 
door had been open all night. 

Would you .ay that your eye. were dark adapted? 
Yes. sir. 

At the tiae you arrived on the bridge? 
Yea •• ir. 

Q: You estimated that the range to. EVANS from MELBOURNE, at the time 'OU firat saw EVANS, may 
have been 1,500 yard. or .are? 

A: ~hatl. correct, air. 

Q: Did you lee the entire .hip down to the waterltne. or was part of the .hip obscured by 
MELBOURNE'I fllght dock' 

A: We. I .aw the entire ship, sir. 

Q: C01IIUnder. are you familer with the term "extremis", a •• pplied to shiphandling situations? 
A: Itla not fadlar to _, DO, air. 
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Senior -=bu: The boord he. no further quOlUou for tbb wit ...... 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gl ... ): Coaunder Borton. the rul .. now provide thlt JOU hive I 
privilege to make any further atatement covering anythina relatina to the lubject .. tter of the 
inquiry, that you think ahould be brouBht out .a a ~tter of record. that ~I not been lolicited 
by previou. que.tiona. Do you have anything to aay fa accordance with thlt iavitatiou? 

A: No, t dou't, air. 

Senlor member: The board ba •• further queation. 

EXAIIINAnOll BY TBI! lOAID 

Questions by the .enior member: 

Q: 
in the 

A: 

Commander, is it the responsibility of the nlvisatina officer to enaure that the clocka 
Ihip Ire accurate and .ynchroniaed? 
Thole clocka that bave to do with the operational a.pectl, ,.1. -.ir. 

Q: Could you describe the procedure for enaur1ns that clock. are operational, or aavialtional 
related clock. kept accurate and In .ynchronieltlon7 

A: Yel, lir. I have I yeoman. Hil tlak il to perlon.IIy check and line up the clockl. Elch 
morning at .bout 7:40, in that are., at the aame time. be makel I .eneral tt.e check throughout 
the whole .hip. He al.o holda ti~ checkl for the clockl concerned. Tb.tla the Siln.l Department, 
Operations ," Flying, the bridge, and b.for.· .D)' part1cul.r evolution ••• uch. 'Be allo dou it. .e ,the 
end of the dey b .. fore tho nilht flY'ina or •. v ... 1Da~ •. c __ e., ..... J _14 -,.t. to' eO' it 
.t lellt twice ond ,ollibly three timo •• do,. por.oaall, choCk .11 thl clocka. 

Q: And .glinst what Itlndard doe. he check the clock.! 
A: 8P. tlkes I time check dlily. For chronometer and deck w.tcbe., he keep •• con.tant log on 

.ain .nd 10... But before he doel a time check. be will do·it by checkins hi. own·clock by radiO 
time lignal, Ind from the deck Witch check the other clocka! 

Q: And would you get the time .ignll by radio On the one occ.sion per d.y, or would be be on 
each of the two or three occasions get .uch I time check? 

A: He would normally do it on each occasion, .ir. But if be doe.n't let it, he can refer 
back to the chronometer or the deck watchel, on which be tl running a daily tiae check and daily 
gain Ind loss of time. This way he can interpollte for aDY am.ll dilcrepanciea. 

Q: Looking back from the time of collision, la the record of the latelt time check obtained 
by radio in MELBOURNE? 

A: The record of the l.test ttme check, that'. the records, it w.s 0800 the previous aorning, 
but he had in fact checked In the clocks It about lunlet on the evening ,of the collision. I, In 
fact, saw him there turning the bridge clocka myaelf. 

Q: Did he get a time check by radio .t that time in the evening? 
A: I don't know, sir. He was uling the deck Witch to check them. 

he had Ictually had. time check, or had t.ken it from his chronometer. 
aubsequently checked .fter the collision. 

I didn't know "".ther 
The c loct. were .11 

Q: Is it desirable to check the cyncbronieltion of clockl 1n the ta.k group when the task 
group plans to &i8zag? 

A: During the &1&8g, the time checkl viII be palaed durinc It.gel, air. I cannot .ay when 
the talt time check had been p ••• ed. 

Q: WhOle responlibility il it to accompli,h th.t, witbin the t •• k croup? 
A: The Officer of tb. Ibtch will, when the eiaz •• is executed, unies. otherwt.e directed by 

the Captain, then he wi 11 do. ti_ check at the. next turniq point 

Q: Commander, are you f.millr with the International .. sulationa for the Prevention of 
Colli.ion at SelT 

A: Yel, .ir. 

Q: Are you familar with lule 21, thor.of? 
A: Yel, .ir. 

Q: Rule 21, I believe, pr •• cribe. cert.in obli.ationa of • v. •• el which 11 required by the 
rules to keep out of the vay of the otber. It IDea on to aay .~thina. about whIt the other 
ve •• el. 11I_ly the one who i. normally r.ferr •• to •• the privilesed .... el. Do you recall whit 
ia .tated thereln' 

A: Yel, air. It .tatel that if tbe privil~led ve •• el conlider. t~t the action heins taken 
by the giving way ve.ael 1. not lufficient, or ta lufficient tt... to Avoid a.collilion, then the 
privileged ve.sel mu.t take nec •••• ry action herlelf to endeavor to avoid a colli.ion. 

Q: With re.pect to thil rule, what i. your opinion .a to' tho ...... nt thlt Dblig.tion of tho 
privileBed vel.el became aperitive in tbe cal. of MELlOUIIE! 

A: It ia .y opinIon, .ir, ina.-uch aa I va. DOt there in the initial Ita.e., but the Itlses 
tbe Captain conlldered, that Iction beina tlken by IVANS v •• DOt lufficient, or would DOt be 
lufficient to avoid a collision. He, by lule 21. VI' required to take It.pa bi .. elf. 

Q: 
A: 

when I 

VI. thlt before or after your .rriYll at the bridae! 
I don't think I can 10 into that ODe, air. 1na..uch '1 .. were takina avoidiftl Iction 

arrived 011 the bridle. 
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Q: J .,ked for your opinion, Coaaander •• 1 to when thi. IDOment arrived? 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glasl): With re'pect, 'ir, perhaps the witnel' could be told that 
if the facta which exi.ted before he arrived Ire not kDown to him, it .1aht be difficult for him 
to express In opinion. 

Senior member: Let me put it this way. 

Q: Given the situation, which you law at the time you arrived on the bridge. 1. it your view, 
then, that it was then at or paBt the tlse at which the prlvileged ves.el ,bould take Iction on 
her own to avoid collision? 

A: I atill don't feel, air, that I can give an opinion inasmuch I don't know what EVA~. 
movements were nor ours. for that matter, up until the time I arrived on the bridge and this would 
of necessity. influence ~ thinking one way or the other. 

Q: to~nder. were the clocks related to operations and navigation checked .fter the collision? 
A: Yes. air. 

Q: At what time? 
A: About ten, fifteen minute •• 

the clocks that werl relevant at the 
I wouldn't like to sive an exact ti.e. 
time. 

Q: Againlt what atandard did he check them? 

My yeOlll4n cbackad .n 

A: He checked them, certainly. against the chronometer. and perbips asainat a radio tta. 
check, but t would .ay a chronometer inasmuch as we had an constant record of the chronometer and 
it could be ,ot at immediately. He checked 811 the operation., bridge and £lyin, control clocks. 

Q: Was there any indication of any error in any of them? 
A: I did see the results which were immediately afterwards liven to the 

the records. I saw nothing more than seconds b.twee~ the various clocks. 
people collecting 

." 
Q: Can you tell us where that record of relults may be found at this time? 
A: It was handed in with all the other documentl, which were conlidered to be handed in. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL F(II. THE BOoIRD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q: Could you tell us, please. the name of the yeoman who made the checks at the various times? 
A: Leading Airman McIntosh. 

Senior member: The board has no further questions. 

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room. 

Counael for the board ( CAPT Robertson): Counsel for the board at thi. ttme will call 
Lieutenant (junior grade) llamsey. 

Senior member: Very well. 

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Ramsey, you recall the oath which wal administer to you at 
the ,rior leslion1 

LT Ramsey: Yes, lir. 

Counlel for the board: You are reminded that you oath il .till biDding. 

LT llamaey: Yes, 11r. 

Counsel for the board: Because of the proceedings which took place at that time, I did not 
have the opportunity to give you the preliminary Itatement which we are living to 'each witness. 
You recall the specific advice you were given at that time as to your right.. I will live you the 
additional advice .t this time .a to the lubject .. tter of the hearing and the nature of the 
proceedings. Lieutenant (junior grade) Ram.ey, you have been called as a witnels for thil board 
of investigation which is Inquirying into the circumstances surrounding the collillon of BHA5 
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS becau.e it understood that you have evidence which .. y a.silt 
the board in itl investigation, you are advised that the evidence {s being received in open 
lession and the dilclosure of classified information is not authorized during open leasiona. Should 
the answer to any question which you are asked required you to diaclose claasified information, you 
are requested not to answer the question but to advise the board that the anawer would require YOp 00 
to disclose claasified information. In luch casel you will later be liven the opportunity tu 
testify as to the classified information 1n closed le.lion. However, if you can answer the question 
either in part or in general terms without disclosIng apecific classified detail, you lhould do ao 

.advising the board of your delire to amplify in later closed le.lion. Do you understand that? 

Lt aamsey: Ye., lir. 

Counsel for LT Ramsey (LT Tilton): Yes, lir. Gentlemen, prior to proceeding I bave a request 
for inquiry if you please. Regarding any testimony Hr. Ramsey .. y give I would .nticlpate . 
thia testimony would t.ke aeveral le.sions. And in view of this a. Mr. Ramaey'l counsel, I would 
ask that following each lelaion perhaps we would be entitled to • copy of the teatimony for our 
own review. Would tbi. be po •• iblef 
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Senior .. aber: The ~.r. will conaider this reque.t durlas ltl eloled •••• 1OD. 

Counsel for the board: I. that the only reque.c tbat counael Intends to ~ke at thi. time! 

Counsel for LT ..... y (LT Ttltou): The onl, nque.t, ye •• 

Counsel for the board: Are there any other .. teera the board Ihould take up in closed I ••• ion 
before it cloaea with reepect to Lieutenant "ma.y'. telttaDny, to jour knowledge that you wish to 
bring to the board. Itt.ntlon? 

Counsel for LT .am.ey (LT Tilton): 1 would prefer to ~ve the .. tter which I just brought up 
taken care of firat. 

Senior member: I want to have it understood that I would like to bave a cloled executive 
leasion. 

CouDael for tbe board: At thi, time the board will be clo •• d. All per.oDI except baard 
.embers and counael will leave the room. 

The board clo.ed for executive ••• Ilon at 112S houri, 17 JUDe 1969. 

, . , 
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The ·bDard Dpened at 1)30, 17 June 1969. 

Coune.l for the board: All perlon.' connected with the board who were pre.ent .men the board 
reees,pd. were again pr.lent. Let the record reflect that thil tl an open le.alon ~d anyone who 
haa been called al • vitne •• or may be called .1 • vitne" Ihould withdraw from the board room. 

Senior Member: LTJG Ramley. your couna.I hal requa.ted to review your t •• ti..ony daily. A 
prior vitne •• h •• made an e •• entlal1y identical requa.t. In both c •••• we are to lome .. tent 
limited by mechaniC' of the production of the written record of proceedinal. In both calel the 
board rule. that it will make the written traftlcript of hil C •• timony available for the review 
by the relpecttve witne •• and hil coun.el at the completion of the vita ••• ea ' aDela •• ified aDd 
cla.sifted te.timony 10 that he may d.termine if he vi.he. to add anything. FollOWing thi. reyiew, 
each .uch wi tn ••• viII be given an opportunity to add anything related to the .ubject .. tter of 
the inveltigatian. 

LT Tilton: Captain Robert.on, at thi. time a' ~ ...... y'. counlel I would like to aake a 
atatement, if I _ight. 

Senior Member: GTanted. 

LT Tilton: Centlemen of the board, Hr ...... yand 1 recogniz. and appreciate the arave-r •• poa­
aibility and extremely difficult talk which you have been called here to peT fora. We al,o fully 
recognize and under.tand the limitationl of chi. board and certainly we .ppreciate the court •• y 
and underltanding you have extended to ~ •• ..-.y, within and conaonant with thele limitationl. 
Furthermore, it i. Hr. a.m.ey" very .inceTe d •• ITe to bTlna forth .11 the true facti concerning 
this tragic naval di ••• ter In which 10 many of hil per.onal friend. and fellow ahlpmate. 10.t their 
lives, in the hope that auch an event might neyer happen again. Both Hr. R.msey .nd I are certain 
this board recogni7.e. that the truth will prevail and that the true fact. viII be known and will b~ 
rn~~c aV8ilabl~ to th~ Navies of all free nation. of the world. Our own-hiltory tetll us, hOW@ver, 
that th~ truth can best be reached in an environment in Which all the con.titutional right. and 
guarantees of the individual are fully and completely .afeguarded. Thi. board on Saturday of thp. 
rast week, after carefully eon.idering our requelt and reviewing ttl own authority, concluded that 
it was without authority to make eeleimony of prior witnee.e. available to me .. Hr. a.m.ey'e cDunse' 
and that it va. without authority to grant the right to reeall prior vitne •• ea, and that it wa. with­
eat authority to grant the right to confront and crols-examine all witne •• e.. Earlier, thi. board 
prohibited the pre.ence of coun.el during te.timony pre. en ted by other witneaael though in fact the 
public. quite properly, were permitted to attend .uch •••• ton.. You have 8110 advi •• d Mr. t.msey 
that he hal been lu.pected of a military offenle of negligently hazarding a velael. In view of _the 
complex nature of this offenle and the total inability of coun.el to effectively advi.e Mr. Ramley 
without a complete and thorough knowledge of all the facti, I have accordingly advi.ed Hr. Ram.ey 
that he should not under these pre.ent circumstances waive hi. conltitutional right. by making any 
atatement to this board. Mr. Ram.ey, after careful consideration and vith this advice, decline. to 
make a Itatement at this time, re.erving of courae the right to te.tify before any board or formal 
body, hereinafter convened which has the authority to grant him hi. full con.titutional rights. We 
are confident in making this decilion that our Australian friend •• a well ••• 11 ~rican. viII 
understaftd and apprecaite that thil decisioo i. fully conailtent with both realon and honor. and 
lignifies nothing more nor anything Ie... Thi. deci.ion il ba.ed not on What we know, gentl~nt 
but rather limply, on what we do not know, but what ve in fact DUlt know if we are to intelligently 
waive any of thel. rights we all hold 10 d.arly. Therefore, gentlemen, it ia relpectfully reque.ted 
that Mr. Ramsey be excused from further attendance of the hearing. of thi. board. 

Senior Member: The board wUI wish to confer with counsel on this request that Mr ....... y be 
exeused from attendance in this board and therefore we viII ad~n ~ clo •• executive ee •• ioo. 

Counsel to the board: The board vill r.c •••• 

!h. board having deliberated in executive le •• lon, adjourned at 1800, 17 June, until OSlO, 
18 June 1969. 
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