.-' ) _ | ( - O : r-‘ erme
o - CLOLASSIFIED
WINTR DAY

’ The board reconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 18 June 1969. During this session
the board reviewed and approved the prior day's trapecript and made executive decisions as to future

\ proceedings of the board. At the eonclusion thersof, the board reconvened in open session at 1038
hours, 18 June 1969. . : ;!

: A;l persons connected with the board, who were present when the board ldjoutﬁed were again
present.

Counsel for the board. Let the record reflect that this is an open session of the board amd
that anyone who may be a witness should at this time withdraw from the board room.

‘Senior Member: At the conclusion of yesterday's hearing the board had before it a request
from a witness, Lisutenant (junior grade ) Ronsld C. Remsey, U. §. Navy, that he be sxcused from
further attendance. LIJG Ramsey has ssked, in effect, to be designated a party to the board's
proceedings, an action which this board 1s not enpovered to take. ‘

However, having advised LTIG Ramsey that he is suspected of the offense of negligently
hazarding s wessel of the armed services, the board recognizes his right to terminate his interview
as to that matter at any time and for sny resson. '

This right Is grented to LTIG Remgey by the United States Uniform Code of Military Justice,
loterpretive court decisions, and the U. §. Navy Judge Advocate General Manual. The board will
continue meticulously to comply with the mandates of that Code snd the Manual {n the protection
of the rights of all persons who heve sn intereat in these proceedings. .

Should LTJC Remsey later change his position and decide to testify, the board would be pleased
to receive his testimony at any time before it completes Lte present assignment .

At this time the board will proceed to hear the tastimony of other witneases.

Lieutenant (junior grade) R, T, E. Bowler, II1, U. S. Navy, wes called as a witness for
counsel for the bosrd, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the So-rd: '

Q. LIJG Bowler, you have been called as s witness for the board of investigation which is
Inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVANS,
because Lt 1s understood that you have evidence that may agsist the bosrd in this investigation,
You are advised that the evidence is being received in open session of the board and the disclosure
of classified information is not suthorired during open session. Should the answer to any question
which you are asked requireyou to disclose classified imformation, you are requeated not to anawver
the question but to advise the board that the answer would require you to diecuss claasified
informstion. 1In auch cases, you will later be glven the opportunity to testify as to classified
information in closed seasion. Howewer, Lf ¥you can answer a question either in part or in
general terms, without disclosing specific clasaified details, you should do so advising the
board of your desire to amplify in later closed session. Under United States law, no witness
may be compelled to snswer any question, the snswer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you
mey refuse to answer sny such questions. Would you state Your neme, grade and present organization?

£. R. T. E. Bowvler, II1, Lieutensnt (junior grede), U. S. Kavy, USS FRANK E. PVANS (DD 754 ).

Q. Was that your orgemiszation -on the shird of Juse?
A. Yes; air, it wae. : .o o - o

ro,

Q. To what duties were you asuigned on board USS FRARE X, EVANS on the night of 2 and 3 June?
A. 1 was the CIC Officer. That was my job on board, 1 waa also the Officer of the Deck on
the 20-24 watch on the night of 2 June.

Q. How leng have you served as CIC Officer on boerd USS FRAMK E, EVANS?
A, Approximately 13 months. )

Q. Hov long have you been qualified as Officer of the Deck for fleet operationa?
A. Approximately 8 momths.

Q. Had you had any prior experiemce on other ahips prior to coming to FRANK I. EVANS?
A. My only experience on other ships waa on eruises while I was et the Naval Academy.

Q. Inviting your attention to the 7000 to ':Aoo watch on the wecond of June, could you state

the wveather conditions during that period? . . .
A. The ses vas calm snd the sky was clesr.  The meon wes mot out. It was obpeured by clowds.

Q. And waa that the condition of the westher st the time you ware relieved at sbout midnight?
A. Yeas, air, it wea,.

Q.  Would you name the other officers who were on wetch with you at that Time?

A. TYes, sir, I vas Officer of the Deck, the Junior Officer of the Deck was Ensign Qgewva.
The CIC Watch Officer wes LTIG Murphy end the Assistant CIC Watch Officer was Ensign Puttes.
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Q. Without disclosing classified details, would you state the disposition of the formation at
the time you went on watch?

A. When 1 sssumed the watch, the screen was a two layer screen, three ship inner screen, two
ship outer screen. However, when I assumed the watch we were proceeding to the astern station,
one thousand yards behind MELBOURNE.

Q. Would you state the names of the other units in company at that time?
A. USS JAMES E, KYES, USS EVERETIT F, LARSON, HMNZS BLACRPOOL, and IMS CLEOPATRA.

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the formation st that time?
A. To wy beat recollection, it was 185 at 15 knots.

Q. Was the formation zigzagging?
A. At what time was this, sir?

Q. When you assumed the watch? )
A. When I assumed the watch, the formation was not zigzagging.

Q. At any time during the warch, did the base course and speed of the formatfon change?
A. No, sir, to my knowledge it didn't.

Q. You indicated that at the time you were proceeding, at the time you relieved the watch, the
ship was proceeding to formation One astern of MELBOURNE. 1Is that correct?
A. Yes, sir, that is correct.

Q. At approximately what time did EVANS reach its position iz Pormation One?
A. I would say between 2000 and 2015.

Q. At that time what did the remsinder of the formation, the ships in company, do?

A. At approximately 2030, three ships, BLACKPOOL; - CLEOPATRA and KYES were broken off. They
were detzched to proceed to engage exercise units in an exericse that was being conducted. We
remained in the station astern of MELBOURNE, and the LARSON remained in formation, although not
assigned a apecific station,

Q. Was that the exercise we have heard referreq to as the SAGEXT
A. Yes, siy, it was.

Q. You indicated that you stayed astern of MELBOURNE; for approximately what period of time?

A. We stayed astern of MELBOURNE, as I Temember, quite awhile - during the whole SAGEX,
wvhich was a good hour to two hours, - and then, upon completion of the exercise, the other units
were told to rejoin and & new screen was set up, and then we proceeded to a new screening station.

Q. Cen you describe the new position you tock in the pew screen?
A. Yes, sir, we vere on the stsrboard wing of a 3 ship inner screen, and there was also g 2
ship outer screen. We were on o besring from 240 to 280 from the carrier, 3 to 5 thousand yards.

Q. At amy time during your watch, did you return to the RESDES station or to Formation One?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At approximately what time?
A. Again, to my recollection, it was approximately 2230. We were ordered to go to Formation
One stztion s thousand yards astern of MELBOURNE.

Q. Yow was the signal received? i
A. The signal vas receivad vis the RT cirecuit on the bridge,

Q. Was that the primary tactical circuit?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. At that time, do you recall the base course and speed of the formation?
A. To my knowledge we were taking station on his flight CORPEN, which was 180,

Q. At the time,.was the formation rigzagging?
A. Yes, I should ssy immediately prior to our being ordered to etation, the formation was
tigzegging. However, the OIC came up wvith a signal which ceased zigzagging.

Q. Without identifying the exsct mmber of the plan, can you give us the source of the plan?
A. Yes, sir, the source of the zigzag plan was OPORD PX 39.

Q- I show you exhibit one. Ia that the OPCRD?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And on this occasion, when EVANS went to the rescue destroyer station, how long did {t
remain in that station?
A. I think approximately 45 minutes. I would say & half hour to 45 minutes,

Q. And on either of the two occasions you have mentioned, was the Captain on the bridge for
either all or part of the time?
A. Yes, sir, the Captain wvas on the bridge but mot for all of it. As T ssid on the first
ocsesion, I assumed the watch while we were on the wsy there. The Captain was up there and I don't know
when he came up to the bridge. However, on the inatance when I took it to station the whole way,
The Captain was up there for the end of the maneuver. However, I would 1ike to aay that I did not
inform the Captain until we wvere well on the way to station bscasuse the signal given me was en
immediste execute to Formation Ome, which precludes the opportunity to inform before you start to
g0 to station. 199
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Q. 1Is that a normal way to receive the signal - the immediate execute?
A. No, not for a Form One, it isn't, no, sir.

Q. When did you inform the Captain on the second occasion?

A. Well, I turned, came around and as soon as I was abaft MELBOURNE's beam, and in my mind
safely out of the way of the carrier, past CPA in other words. I called up the Captain and told
him we were proceeding towarde rescue destroyer station. He came up to the bridge shortly after
that,

Qs+ Had you any prior notice #s to the spproximate times that you would be ordered to reacue
destroyer station?

A. The OTC, 1 should say CIF, CIG 472.1, put out a message, I think at least 12 hours prior,
which stated the times that MELBOURNE expected to go to flight operations.

Q. Had you seen such a plan for the period of your wateh?
A. Yes, sir, I had.

Q. Do you recall the approximate times that flight operstions were called for?
A. No, sir, I don't. 1 think one was at approximately 2200, but I can't say with certainty
at all,

Q. Do you recall the approximate position of EVANS in relation to the carrier at the time
the first - I'm sorry - at the time the second order Form One was received?

A. Yes, sir, as I remember we were in that screen station, 740 to 280. In other words, we
were on the starboard bow of the carrier.

Q. Do you recall, specifically, based on the leg of the zigzag that you were on at the time,
that you were on the carrier's starboard bow?

A. No, sir. As I said earlier, before we were ordered to station, he came up and gave us a
signal from ATP 1(A), Volume Two, which said to cease zigzagging and return to the base course,
which I remember as 185. Ar that time we were on the starboard bow of MELBOURNF.

Q. And what maneuver did you use to assume your rescue destrouyer station?

A. I did a U-turn, I came right, away from the carrier, and kept coming right till I steadied
on approximately the reciprocal of his course. When I was well abaft his bear and past CPA, 1
then came further right and slipped in astern of him.

Q. Was either you or the carrier using navigational lights at this time?

A, The OTC had come up and darkened the ships. The rcreened ships navigation lights, however,
had been left on, and during the maneuver we were at darken ship. However, when I got to station
astern we went to a lighting measure which he used during flight operations.

Q. Do you recall where his red and green side lights are placed?
A. As I remember they were forward of che island.

Q. Upon completion of the second rescue destroyer agsigoment, did you recelve orders to
return to the screen?
A, Yes, sir, we did. T proceeded to the screen agsin on the starboard side of the carrier.

Q. Do you recall L{f the Captain was on the bridge at this time, or any part of it?
A. Proceeding back to screen station?

Q. Yes.
A. Again, sas I remember, he came up towards the end of the maneuver.

Q. Did you call him when you received the signal?
A. Yes, air, I did. :

Q. Where did you find him?
A, I think he was in the wardroom, or in his inport cabin. 1 can't remember.

Q. Did you receive any recommendations from CIC as to courses and speeds to follow in any of
the maneuvers you made, either going to or returning from rescue destroyer atation?
A. Yes, sir. T recelved them for all the maneuvers I made that night,

Q. Did you check the recormendations made by CIC youself?
A. Not in every case, but in one case 1 did, yes, sir. In the other case my JOOD did check

the solution.

Q. And what system did you have between yourself, your JOOD and CIC in checking zigzag legs
during the pericd of your watch?

A. We had the operation order, which you have in front of you, open to the proper zigzag plan
and 1 had my Junior Officer of the Deck, Mr Ogawa, write down on the part of & plastic maneuvering
bosrd we had on the bridge, that was permanently affixed to a table on the bridge, the upcoming
tigzag plan and the expected courses for approximstely the next half hour in advence. CIC would
have the courses for the entire zigzag plan and approximately 2 to 3 minutes before an expected
course change, CIC would come out with their recommendation as far as time and course. I would
check with my Junior Officer of the Deck, Mr. Ogaws, for concurrence. If they didn't concur,
then I would look into the problem. If they concurred, then I assumed they were correct.

Q. During the pericd that you were rigragging did you have any trouble remaing in your sector?
A. No, sir.
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Q. At aaytime during the watch did you receive the Captain's Night Order Book?
A. Yes, sir, 1 received the Night Order Book at approximately 2100.

Q. The board understands that book consisted of 3 parts. The standing orders, details as to
disposition and soforth, and third part for specific details for the night's operation. 1Is that &
fair statement as to what it contained?

A. VYes, sir.

Q. Could you state for the bosrd any particular recollection as to the features of the third
part - the upcoming maneuvers, and the anticipated movements that night and any special inatructions
for that night? :

A. Talking about the third part of the night orders, as you said, there waa mention of the
upcoming SAGEX and instructions to keep the Captsin informed about this and anything that happened
concerning the SAGEX. There were slso instuctions concerning the renewal of zigzag plens, the
rules for zigzag plans, when to stop, when to continue tigzagging and so on. There was also a
point insuring that you remain five hundred yards awsy from your screen boundaries soc as not to
get close to any other screening ships. 1 think there was a point in there about being prepared
for going to rescue destroyer gtation.

Q. 1Is it your understanding that EVANS was designated for rescue destroyer during the night
of 2 and 3 June?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Do you recall how you resched that understanding? ,
A. I believe it was on a message that came out that gave the OTC's intentidns for a certain
specified period of time, and as I remember we vere designated the rescue destroyer ship.

Q. You said, you believe. Is thet firm knowledge?
A. RNa, sir, That's just I think.

Q. 7Did you discuss the subject with the Captain?-- . . :
A. Yes, sir. I didn't read the message. On my watch, the Captaoin read the message boards,
and he made some statements to me sbout that we were rescue destroyer ship egain.

Q. Going back to the night order book, do you recall 1f there were any special instructions
as to the Captain's desire to be called during the night?
A. You are talking about part 17

Q. FNo, sir, part 3. Were there any special instructions sbout being called during that
particular night?

A. As I remember, sir, the only special instructions about calling him was pertaining to
keeping him well informed concerning the SAGEX on the 20-24 watch.

Q. Do I understand that there are standing night orders giving instructions for calling
during the night?
A. Yes, sir. There is a 4 or 5 page typewvritten inatruction.

Q. I've handed you exhibit 13, and ask you {f you recognize that as the standing instructions
- standing orders covering night ordezs?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. You'll note that there are certain apparent pen and ink changes, do you attach any

significance to those?
A. Bo, sir. The pen and ink changes didn't appear in the regular night order book. It was

Just simply the typewritten portion.

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to whether the typewritten portion of this had been wmodified
in any way, by oral or other means, by the commanding officer?

A. I wouldn't say wmodified, but the rule such as staying 500 yards from your screen sector
were pretty standard rules on the ship, although it didn't appear in the standing night orders.
I wouldn't call them modifications but an addendum to that,

Q. Had there been any inatructions as to...let me correct that, Hsd there been any relaxation
or changes in the occasions on which to the Captain wished to be called?
A. No, sir.

Q. Would you state your understanding as to the Captain's orders concerning a call in case
the ship is called to rescue destroyer station?

A. Tot only if the ahip is ordered to rescue destroyer station, but, generally whenever the
ship was to move from one position to snother in any formation the Captain was to be informed.

Q. What wethod would you, as the Officer of the Deck, use to inform him?
A. Normslly, I would call him on the interior phone circuit. He was normally in one of three
places. His eea cabin, his inport cabin or the wardroom. That was the normsl method,

Q. And what would be hie action in such cases?
A, Well, it was dependent. Ris normal action?

Q. Yes.

A. I would say it depends upon several things, the complexity of the maneuver, the complexity
of the formation, whether it was day or night and whether he felt that from what you told him, you
knew exactly what you were doing up there.

201
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Q. Were you obliged to call the Captsin for each char~e of course and speed you made while
patrofyng your sector?
A. No, sir.

Q. How did you receive that modifcation to the night orders? :

A. As far as I know, it wasn't in the night orders not to call him. You were to call him
every time you had a formation course change or for say flight CORPEN. However, the Captain
wanted us to patrol stastion vigorously, It would be an almost impossible task to call him
everytime you changed course while patroling station, becsuse you change course almost constantly.

Q. You indicasted earlier that at the time you took rescue destroyer ststion, the carrier was
displaying navigation Iights?
A. As 1 remember, yes, sir, it was.

Q. Were there any other lights being shown by the carrier?

A. With carriers it is sometimes hard to tell whether the lights that are showing...whether
they mean to show or not. They have a lot of spaces that light comes out of normally. The
MEILBOURNE had a large array of red lights on her stern which she showed most of the time at night.
I have no idea what the purpose of these lights i1s. I know they weren't stendard navigation
lights, but the carriers certainly have different lighting requirements from the destroyers, so
they show a8 lot of Jifferent lights at a lot of different times, and it is sometimes hard to tell
vhat they arc showing and why their showing.

Q. Did the lights shown by MELBOURNE, in any way, cause difficulty in recognizing the aspect
that she might have?

A. No, sir. Vell, egain I should say it's certainly easier to look at a destroyer with her
navigation lights on, and get an aspect, than it is to look at a carrier and, in this case the
MELBOURNE, with her lights on. But 1f you used your binoculars and looked at the MELBOI™NE, you
¢icdn't have any difficulgy in obtaining her aspect.

Q. You are specking specifically of the night of... .
A. 1'm speaking of tic night of 2 June, yes, sir.

Q. At any time during the 20 to 24 watch, did you receive any time checks from anyone in the
force?

A. No, sir, I didn't receive a time check per ae. However, during one of the rzigzag plans
the OIC cam~ out with a signal which means to synchronige all zigzag clocks, which in effect
1s 2 time check.

3. How many times did this occur?
A, Once to my knowledge.

Q. You received certain messages containing numerals in coded form, is that correct?
A. VYes, sir. ’

Q. How did you handle the decoding of those messages between yourself, the JOOD and CIC?

A. Normally, at least during this exercise, I had the JOOD, Mr, Ogawa, guarding the
communication circuits and slso keeping the commnication log on the bridge. When the signal
would come over the numbers in code, he would write it down in the book. I would remove the code
sheet from the rack underneath the table on the bridge and he would repeat back the code and then
I would go down and break it. Meanwhile, CIC was doing much the same procedure in there, and
they would pass it out via the sound powered phone eircuit for concurrence with my solution.

Q. Did this procedure result in any descrepancies during this watch?
A. Yo, air. ’

Q. Did yuu tecelve any signsl by visuel means from MELBOURNE during the period of your watch?
A. I don't recall, sir.

Q. In the event that such signsls are received by the bridge, how are those signals passed

to CIC?
A. On the bridge, and in CIC and on the signal bridge there is a voice box that is called

the 29MC. The signal bridge would simultaneously pass it to the bridge and CIC, and the bridge
and CIC would both receipt for the signal.

Q. You indicated that the Junior Officer of the Watch was guarding the primary tactical
circuit. Was that the entire period of the watch?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Were you also listening to the primary tactical circuit?
A. VYes, sir. Well, we have speakers on the bridge and when I saw guarding, he was dong the
telking. He had the handset and was ansvering and receipting for any signals that came our way.

Q. But you were listening?
A. Well, we alsoc had it on a speaker and I was listening, yes, sir.

Q. Did you note the quality of reception of the primary tactical network during your watch?
A. I would say that it was good.

Q. Were there any problems with it?
A. With the quality of reception?
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Q. Any problems, in any respect, with the oparation of the primary tactical circuit?

A, 'In my mind there were no problems. Howevar, two task groups were operating on the primary
tacticsl net and when more than one task group gets on a net like that, it certainly has a
potentiality for confusion.

Q. Did you have any trouble understanding any messages that were addressed to EVANS or the

group as a whole?
A. ¥o, sir, I didn'r.

Q. Did you have any trouble having your messages received by the addressees of them?
A. Specifically on the 20-24 watch or in general?

Q. During the 20 - 24 watch?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall whether the formation commenced zigzagging when you rejoined the screen after
the second time that you had been to the rescue destroyer station?
A, When, or did ic?

Q. Did {t?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the approximate time?
A. It was shortly after 2300.

Q. I think you can anawer this question in open session. Do you recall the zigeag plan

designated?
A. Yes, 13 SIERRA.

Q. Can you recall & bese course that was signaled?
A. Again, 1 believe the base course wes 185, but I.can't say with any degree of_certainty.

Q. Have you had any chance to refresh your memcry aince the event - by any logs or other
things of that nature?
A. ¥o, I haven't,

Q. Do you know from your personal knowledge whether any logs were recovered?
4, NWo, as far as I know all the radio logs, quartermaster's and CIC Supervisor Log went down

with the ship.

Q. Do you recall what the zero hour signal was?
A. Yes, sir, 2300,

Q. Mr. Bowler, please refresh my memory, how long have you been standing Officer of the

Deck watches?
A. About 13 months, sir. Fleetwise, about 8 months, sir,

Q. During that B month period, hgve you been involved in either plan guarding or rescue
destroyer duties frequently?
A. Quite frequently.

Q. Mainly with what carrier?
A. USS KEARSARGE (CVS 33).

Q. Were there any differences between the procedures uased by KEARSARGE and those used by
KELBOURNE which would, in any way, affect the safety of the maneuver required of a rescue destroyer?
A. Which would affect the safety, no, sir.

Q. Mr. Bowler, you indicated a familiarity with the SEA SPIRIT Operation Order 169, BRow did
you obtain famillarity with that on board EVANS?
A. T read it.

Q. Were any other means used to fam{liarize officars of the deck and others with that

publication?
A. Prior to the exercise, we had a tactical school in the wardroom, which all officera were

required to attend, in which we discussed the exerciame. The CO and XO were also there.

Q. Do you tecall any other publications that were effective for this exercise?
A. Specifically for this exercise?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, sir, ATP 1, volume 1 and volume 2, with a certain change number, were effective only

for this exercise. There were also other operation orders.

Q. Do you recall a pamphlet czlled Maritime Operating Procedures?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And do you recell having seen a small pamphlet called MELBOURNE Escort Handout?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall whether that was used in this tactical school which you referred to?
A. As 1 rvemember, the MOP was. I don't think the handout was used, because I don't think

it had been received on board yet,
203
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Q. Do you recall when it was received?
A. As 1 recall, it was either the day before, or the day prior to thst - 2 days before the

exercise started, which was in Manila.

Q. Did you have an opportunity to review it before you took duties as rescue destroyer?
A. Certainly, it was routed to everyone of the Officers of the Deck, who had to initial that
they had read 1t.

Q. Was a copy on the bridge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Going back to the visibility question I reised earlier, you indicated that you could detect
MELBOURNE's aspect, as 1 understand it. This was even though the moon was obscured by the clouds,
iz that correct?

A. Yes, nir.

Q. Could you give the board an approximate range that you were able to do this with and
without binoculars?

A. No, I can't, because 1 never really attempted to do it without binoculars. In other
words, in our station, which wes between 3 to 5 thousand yards uaing binoculars, as I did each
time, I had no problem. However, I didn't attempt to do it withour binoculars, so I can't say
st what range I could have done it.

. Q. Do you recall at what time the Captain went to bed?
A. It was just prior to midnight - at about the same time I was being relieved,

Q. Could you state the officer's name who relieved you?
A. Yes, sir, LTIC Ramsey,

Q. Do you recall the particular information you passed on to h‘m about the upcoming watch?
A. About the upcoming watch? r : y

Q. Let me rephrase the question. Can you tell the board to the best of your recollection,
the information you passed on to him at the time you were relieved?

A. Yes, sir, I think I can. I sort of gave him a brief rundown on what had transpired during
my watch - the SAGEX, going to resuge destroyer stetion. 1 told him that we had just recently
returncd from rescue destroyer station, and that most likely during his watch he would be
returning to rescue destroyer station. I then informed him that we were rigzagging. 1 then went
over the operation order and showed him to where I had it opened. Informed him of the base
course, base speed, the lighting weasure in effect, the communications set up that we have,
which was the same that we had used during the entire exercise, ani the whereabouts of the CO,

I informed him that we were patrolling and that we were patrolling at 2 knots over base speed,
I showed hin the screen set up, gave him the standard information, what boilers, generetors were
on the line, and any easuslties that we had., I think that is about all I told him.

Q. Were there any alds on the bridge to refresh your recollection of base course, speed and
so forth, which were avrilable to you during your watch?

A. Yes, sir. There was a status board on the forward bulkhead of the pilnt house on the
outside dbulkhead of the pi11ot house, which diepleyed information concerning your base course,
base speed, the OTC, screen commander, bearing and range to the guide when on ststion,

Q. Did it have the zigzag plan on 1t?
A. No, sir, I don't think it did.

Q. W¥Who had the conn during your watch?
A. T1-did, sir,

Q. The entire time?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Sir that is all the questions counsel has at this time on this Eubject.
" This witness has something to eay as to the rescue operations but very briefly, 1 was wondering
if 1t might not be appropriate to ask those questions now in order to avoid having to reczll him.
He 1s available to recall if the board desires.

Senior Member: The board hss one or two unclassified questions.

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Questions by Senior Member,

Q. Mr. Bowler, referring to your comment that the escort handout from RMAS MELBOURNE was
routed to officers of the deck, was it also routed to those officers who were stonding or might

stand Junior Officer of the Deck watches?
A. Wo, sir, at least the copy that I saw and initialed was not routed to the Junior Officers

of the Deck.

Q. 1s it pomsible that more than one copy was routed to a group of people other than the one

you saw?
A. Yes, sir., More than one copy was on board.

Q. You have stated that the Captain's Wight Order Book inetructed the Officer of the Deck to
review zigzag rules or in some manner mentioned the zigzag rulea?
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Q. Could you describe that in more detailf?

A. As 1 remember, the note concerning zigkag rules said, review in your mind the rules for
zigzagging. 1 can't recall whether it gave a reference for you to go to or not, but I'm sure you
know there are certain rules concerning zigzagging about the automatic cessation of ztigzagging or
the continuance of zigzagging. 1f, say, you go to a new...

Q. The board is familiar with that. In general cen you say in what publicetion or publications
you have referred to, during this exercise, in order to review those rules?

Counsel for the board: Before the witness answers the question, I balieve the answer he may
have to give would be classified. :

Senior Member: I think not, if he mentions only the short title of the publication.

Witness: Generally, the publicstion that would cover this would be ATP 3A. However, during
this exercise the same rules were also covered in, I think, in the exercise SEA SPIRIT OPORD. 1
know they are in one publication, either that or Maritime Operating Procedures. However, it could
have been your (COMASWGRUONE) OP ORDER also, air. I know tha zigzag rules were put down in one
of the OP ORDERS we used during the exercise.

Q. Mr. Bowler, would you say again what the base speed for the formation was?
A. During my watch it was 16 knots, air.

Q. During your watch, while zigzagging or while turning together in response to any signals
that may have been received to turn together, did you observe any differences from normal or any
difficulties in maintaining station on the guide, during or immediately, following the turn?

A. Difficulties in maintaining station?

Q. “rs.

A. No, sir, T had no difficulty {n mainteining my screen station. Fowever, I can't recall
whether it was on the 20-24 watch. 1 think it was on my preceding watch.. The ahip Hid get out
of station once but that was due to my helmsman going the wrong way for approximately 15 seconds.
This was enought to get us out sbout a thousand yerds out of station and the MELBOURNE ceme up
and said, "Interogative your movements", I simply replied that I was returning to atstion. I
believe this was on the morning watch and on the 20-24 watch I had no problems at all.

Q. Mr. Bowler, you mentioned that, to the best of your recollection, some time not long after
2300, during your watch, there was a signal which required you to zigzag or required the information
to zigzag?

A. To the best of my recollection, yes, air,

Q. Can you provide any detsils of that signal in unclassified session?

A. Well, the signal glven was a atandard signal from the Allied Signal Book, which told
you that you were going to zigzag, on what the plan number was and what the base course was for
vhich you were going to zigzag on. This is all the information that is required.

Q. With respect to that signal Mr. Bowler could you give us, to the best of you recollection,

what the base course as signaled was?
A. To best of my recollection, it was 185, but I can't say that with any degree of certainty

at all,

Q. At the time the signal was received wam it your practice to record the base course?
A. Certainly, we recorded the entire signal given in the RT log.

Q. 1Is there then some procedure to enter the details on the gtatus board that you said was
on the port side outboard bulkhead of the pilot house?

A. FNormally, the Junior Officer of the Deck would. It was ons of hias jobe to keep the
status board up, not only as far ae base couae and speed but as to casualties and other things
on the status board. That was the normal procedure. But when you got a signal, what you had to
to do, when you get & thirty aecond bresk, wse put whet tie base course was on the status board.
However, I can't recall whether that was done prior to my getting off watch or not.

Q. Was the status board referred to when briefing your relief as to the details of the watch

and other information?
A. Normally, the status board was referred to as far as the casualties that the ship might

have. For instance, a mount being down or something, or some failure of communication equipment.
When I relieve the watch I don’t particular count on the status board,

Q. With regard to the signal directing the zigzeg shortly after 2300, did you report to

anyone the receipt of this signal?
A, You mean did I inform anyone on board the ship?

Q. Yes.
A. T don't recall that I did, sir. I know the Captain was on the bridge during this time,

I told him we were zigragging.

Q. Who is the navigator of USS FRANK E., EVANS?
A. LCDR MC MICHAEL.

Q. Be is the Executive Officexr slao?
A. Yes, gir.
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Q. Did he require & report on eourse and 9peed changes, rigzagging and the 1ike?
A. Yes, sir, he did, He required base speed changes, formation cqurse changes and anything
that would certainly affect the navigational safety of the ship,

Q. Were these reports made during your watch?

A. As far as I know, sir, The normal procedure is to have the Quartermaster call the
Navigator and the Officer of the Deck would cell the esptain. I told the quartermaster to call
and I agsume he did.

Q. Mr. Bowler, you have stated that you have noticed no particular problem in maintaining
your screening station during your 20-24 watch. After you resumed screening station at approximacely
2300, did,you notice any tendency to drift to any particular part of your sector?
A. No, sir. I didn't notice a tendency to drift. As I remember, I was keeping closer to
3000 yards than I wag 5000 yards, but there waan't a tendency for the ship to drift without it
being controlled by myself.

Q. In your ship, Mr. Bowler, were there any prescribed mimimum CPA's, closest polnts of approach
to the carrier, when you were moving from screen statfon to rescue station or from rescue
destroyer to acreening statpon?

A. In our orders the CPA to the carrier wds to be a thousand yards on his beam and 2000
yards on his bow. 1In other words, for any reason at all, if you had to cut in front of a carrier,
which was frowned upon, you had better be at lesst 2000 yards awvay, The normal route to rescue
destroyer station, both coming away from him and coming in wae a thousand yards. This was the
closest you could get.

Q. How were you app‘hsed of that minimum distance?

A. 1 can't recall whether ita in the Standing Night Orders or not. However, I've been told
personally by the Captain before that thats the way it e/

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for the unclassified session

.
-
-

Counsel for the board; LT Bowler, before the board goes into classified session, you are
informed that you are privileged to make any further statement covering anything related to the
subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith,
which has not been fully brought out by the previous questioning. Do you have any such statements?

Witness: No, sir, I do not,
Senlor Member: We will recess until 1330,
Counsel for the board: May 1 advise the witness that he is directed not to diccuss his

tastimony vith anyone other than a member of the board or counsel. If any witness or prospective
witness attempts to talk to you about his testimony you should advise counsel immediately of that

fact.

The board recessed at 1148 hours, 18 June 1969,

[ )
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The board reconvensd at 1330 hours, 18 June 1969 in executive session,
The board recessed gt 1430 hours, 18 Jme 1969,

The board reconvenad in closed session at 1440 hours, 18 kme 1969,

All persoms connected with the board, who were Present wvhen the board recessed were again present,

The previoua witness, Lieutenant (Junior Grade) R,T. Bowler, 111, U.5. Naval Reserve, was recalled
a8 a witness by counsel for the board] was reminded of his cath and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board,

Q. Mr. Bowler, although this s & claspified session this room 18 cleared only up to
Confidential, If you have to g0 above Confidential, will ¥You let ue know?

A, Yes, air.

Q. You indicated Mr. Bovler, that at the tlu'of the.... at the time ¥Oou wvent to screening
station that your ship was in a Sector scresen, I balfeve.

A. On the 2000 - 2400 watch you're talking sbout?

Q. On the 2000 - 2400 watch we're talking about.
A, Yes, sir, we were,

Q. Could you give the exact bearing and range limizationa of that sane screen...
A. You're talking about the one where I got off watch when Mr, Ramsey velieved ma?

Q. That's correct, at the time you were ralieved of the watch.

A. As T remember it was 240 to 280, 3000 to 5000 yards from MELBOURNE. It was oriented on
4 course of, or I shouldn't Say course, but a bearing of 220, ' .

Q. Orfented on 220, would that be .,.,

Senior Member: With Teapect to the latter part of the answer, the screen as a whole or
EVANS sector was orfented vee?

A. No, #ir, the screen vas orifented on 220,
Questions by couneel for the board (continued).

Q. Do you recall any specific legs of the zigzag plan you were on, without referring to the
zigzag plan, during that period?

A. No, sir,

Q. Between 2300 and 24007
A. No, sir, I don't,

Q. You have indicated that the zigeag plan was 13 SIERRA, I belfeve?
A. To the best of my memory, yes, sir,

Q. I'd like to discuss shackle codes with You at this time, How d1d you handle shackle
codes on the bridge? Di# you have more than one day's schedule? How did you use them on the

A. We had the vhole month's book out there on the bridge,

Q. How did you find the right day when you 80t a signal that required use of the shackle

A, Uell, normally the day you were using = the book was open to that day.

Q. Was there anything marked on the Page to indicate what day 1t was?

A, Oh, certainly, Not anything that the ‘ship itself would put in there, but, as far as....
for instance if it was the third there would be a littie "3" ot the bottom of the page to tell you
that that was the day you were supposed to be using.

Q. Do you recall from your own memory what the effective time of day for changing shackle
coden was?

A, At the time of the collisfon it was 0700,

Q. So what day were yYou on vhen you had the watch?
A. When I had the vatch we were on day two,

Q. And that would have continued until when?
A. 0700,

Q. 0700 Ccolf?
A. Yes, sir. Ve were in minus Seven GOLF #o0 ZULU tiwe would be 0700,

Q. 8o you're saying that the time of change vas whet time - ZULY time?
A, Oh, well, 0000 ZULU. Pxcuse me, 2400 ZULU, Midnight.
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Q. With respect to rigrag plans, you have testified in open session as to the effective
publications that might be used in determining doctrins. Could you smplify your answer
utilizing such classified information that you would like to.

A, Really there is no move amplification. The ATP 3(A) « Allied Technical Publication ia
Anti- Submsrine Evasive Steering. Among other things it contains zigrzag plans, mot only the
basic plans, but the rules governing zigrag plans.

Q. 1f zigrag plan 13 SIERRA was prescribed, would you have gone to the OPORDER or to ATP-
3(A) to obtain the plan?

A, Oh, for this exercise 1 would have gone to SEA SPIRIT QFORDER, 472's OPORDER and that's’
the one we used, And as 1 said this morning, I believe that the PX 39 OFORDER, the ome which'
contained the zigzag plan, alsc contained the basic rules for rigzagging. In other words, it
wag pretty self sufficient.

Q. Assuming that it was not self sufficient, was there another publication other than
ATP 3(A) that you would have gone to for doctrine?
A, Doctrine strictly pertinent to zigzag plans?

Q. Zigragging.
A, No, sir, that's the one 1 would have gone to.

Q. Would you have used ATP 1{A} Vol. 1, under any circumstances?
A, For zigsagging?
Q
A

Yes, for zigzag doctrine.

1 never used it before and I'd have to be given a questien or a problem to find out.
If I couldn't find it in ATP 3(A) then I probably would start looking around and end up with
Vol 1. But, I have never run into anything that ATP 3(A) didn'tc¢over for me.

Q. Do you kmow if, in the course of the instruction in preparation of the Operation,
specific reference was made to ATP 3(A)? .. .
A, You mean on the ship? B ' "

Q. On the ship.
A. No, sir, 1 don't believe it was. 1 can't remember that it was.

Q. You referred to instructions in the Night Order Book to brush up on zigzag procedure.
Did it refer you to a publication?

A, 1 can't remember, sir. It said, review zigzag plans and I can't remember whether it
said to go to ATP 3(A) or tc the OPORDER of where to go, sorry.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the Senior Member:

Q. The beard has one question, which is simply to clarify the version of ATP 3 that we are
talking about. ATP 3(A) has been mentioned here, is that the one in effect? Do you know how
long it's been in effect?

A. 1'd say somevhat, somewvhere in the vicinity of ¥our or five months, if I recall.

Q. What was its predecessor?
A. ATP ).

Q. In connection with the screen your.... you expressed a view that the screen in which you
were formed after the rescue deatroyer assignment, presumably about 2300,,..
A. Yes, sir, :

Q. Was oriented on 220. What &s the basis for that observation?

A. The basis is strictly, again, my recollection. It is the fact that our sector was from
240 to 280, and the ship next to us had from 240 to 200 and the other had 160 to 220 and I think
the - two outer ships had 50 degree sectors also on 220.

Q. I see. With respect to the shackle code, was it the practice to mark on a page'uhan it

was no longer effective.
A. Yes, sir. We "X'ed" it out with pencil.

Q. Mr. Bowler, the board has been attempting to establish the base course of the formation
with confidence and as you're well sware, sometimes memory dosn't serve 100%. We have aguired a log
of the Primary Tactical Circuit wvhich was maintained in MELBOURNE. It covers a series which
includes your watch, the 2000 to 2400 watch on the evening of 2 hme.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'd like to resd you some signals from that log and provide you with the necessary
documents and ask you to translate the signal into plain language, Now for these purposes we
will not ask you to deal with the call sign, but sclely with the text of the signal.

A, Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: May I interrupt right hers, sir, to state that Mr. Bowler has for

his use ATP 1{A), Vol 1 and 2 through change 4, and tbe shackle code that the board had independently
determined to its belief was in effect for that period.
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Q. Mr. Bowler, if there is any information or publication that jou need to decipher these
signals we would like you to ask for the information or publication rather than gusssing.
* A, Yen, siy, certainly,

Q. This entry is at 1559 and all times are in ZULU times. CHARLIE & this is MIKE 2 -
EXECUTE TO FOLLOW - TURN ERACKLE INDIA ROTEL ALFA ZULU UNSHACKLE TACK SPEED ECHO ECHO UNSRACKCE
’ TACK CALL SIGN JULIET SEVEN ZULU BRAVO 83 FOXTROT JULIET SEVEN OVER.
A. JULIPT SEVEN ROGER OUT. Now you just simply wnt me to look this up and tell you....

Q. 1 would just like for you to give me a plain language mesning of that signal.

A. It means we have a signal in the air to base course, or turn right with the carrier, to
course 220 and speed 16. And we are, I remember, to rejoin the screen. 1'11 look that up,
air, to be sure. ZULU BRAVO means join, and 83 FOXTROT weans the screen.... So vhen the signal
is exscuted the base course will become 220, base speed will become 18 kmots, call sign JULIET
SEVEN, which as I remembar was our call sign that night. Again, I'm fairly certain of that.

Call sign JULIET SEVEN is to reloin the screen upon execution of the signal.

Q. Would you explain how you arrived at the conclusion that the base course is 220 and the

base apeed is 18 knots.
A. Mell, 1if he comes - again I'm assyuming that CHARLIE 6 is the OTC and MIKE 2 is some sort
of collective call sign..... .

Q. I believe you have those two reversed. The call up was CRARLIE & THIS I5 MIKE 2.

A. Yes, sir., I'm sorry, maybe I'm making an assumption, eomething I shouldn't assume.
1f this, assuming CHARLIE 6 is collective and that MIKE 2, ie an OTC then the group that he is
ordering around, whatever the number of units that is, will turnm together with the carrier or
cruiser, or whatever you want to have it, to 220 and come up or come down to speed 18. Now base
course and base speed, at least for the purpose of JULIET FZVEN and figuring out her course hack
tc station, mu:st be 220, apeed 18.

Q. Very well, 1let's go to the next one. The next enCry in the log fs: CHAHLIE 6 this is
MIKE 3 - STANDBY EXECUTE - JULIET SEVEN OVER. Would you briefly say what your understwading is.
A, Well, that the preceding signal that you gave me, execute to follow turn couple INDIA
HOTEL ALFA Z2ULU, correction, SHACKLE INDIA HOTEL ALFA ZULU UNSHACKLE TACK SPEED SHACKLE ECHO ECHO
UNSHACKLE TACK CALL SIGN JULIET SEVEN ZULU BRAVO TACK 83 FOXTROT TACK JULIET SEVEN has been '
executed. Thérefore, the units, in other words CHARLIE 6; however many units that iocludes, is
to come right together and change speed to 18 knots with MIKE 2 and call sign JULIET SEVEN is to

return to screen. :

Q. Very well. The next entry KILO EIGHT INFORMATION ZULD FOUR THIS 15 WHISKEY TWO. Now
you needn't worry about the call signs in working this one out. CHARLIE BRAVO SIX KILO EIGRT OVER

KI10 EIGHT ROGER OUT.
A, Whisky two has completed operating fixed wing afrcraft.

Q, Very well. Now we come to the next entry. WHISKEY YWO INFORMATION ZULU FOUR THIS IS
MIKE TWO. For these purposes you may assime that MIKE TWO is the OTC.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. EXECUTE TO FOLLOW. TURN ZULU SHACKLE JULIET HOTEL UNIFORM GOLF TACK INDIA BOTEL CHARLIE

ALFA UNSHACKLE.
A. That was TACK SEACKLE IFDIA HOTEL, sir.

Q. No I'll read the entire signal again. EXECUTE TO FOLLOW TURN ZULU SHACKLE JULIET HOTEL
UNIFORM GOLF TACK INDIA HOTEL CHARLIE ALFA UNSHACKLE.
: A, 51ir, the signal meens, WHISKEY TWO from the OTC MIKE TWO with a signal in the air, meaning
eigzag, in accordance with plan number 13 SIERRA and the base course is 220, So upon execution
cf chat signal you will commence rigzagging using plan 13 SIERRA on a base course of 220, The

only....

Q. Does the signal iteelf carry say information concerning the zero hour for the rigragging

plan?
A, No, sir it doesn't. The time of the signal.... I can look at wy watch and say ....

Q. Well, wait a minute, The signal was executed at 1610 ZULU time.
A. Yes, sir. I didn't get that informatiom.

Q. I'v telling you that now.
A. Well, it was executed at 1610 ZULU.

Q. Yes.
A. Then the ZULU time would be, correction, zero time would be 1600 ZULU,

Menmber (Rear Admiral Seevenson: Uhat was ths local time?
A. 2300,

Questions by ths senior member {(cont'd):
Q. Mr. Bowler, the signals which we have just besn dheuui.iu wars in the log in the time which
coversd your watch, and as you have just indicated, they directed & zigzag with zero hour 2300,

which was in your watch.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. ‘Do these assist you in refreshing your recollection as to what the base course may have been
at that time?

A. Yes, oir, I - using this I would have to say, certainly, with some more certainty than I
did before, that the base course was 220.

Q. Do you recall in comnection with these signals, these specific ones, whether you received
# #ignal decode from CIC on your watch?

A, Yes, sir, 1 am theroughly certain that these signals did come over and I'm also fairly
certain that CIC did sent them cut. On all my watches I alwayssdemand they do send them out. If
for some reason some signal didn't come out of CIC then I would call in there and find out what the
story is. .

Q. In other words, by sending them out you mean provide them to the Officer of the Deck or send
them out on some other circuit?

A. 1'm sorry. I mean to send them out over the sound powered phones for the information of
the Officer of the Deck, sir.

Q. Was this practice peculiar to your watch solely because of your own demands or becauas you
were the CIC Officer, or was this standard practice?

A. No, sir, it wvas a very, very standard practice. Not only because 1 was the CIC Officer
but on every watch that I stood either on the bridge or in the CIC and any watch that I happened
to be up in CIC, which was a great deal of the time. Not only my watches, but in CIC because
it was my space, The CIC would bresk, using volume II, any signals that came over and pass out
the signals to the Officer of the Deck.

Q. Mr. Bowler, you mentioned in your earlier testimony that there was a restriction on
approaching the boundaries of the sectors assigned to your ship.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could you say whether this restriction applied to each of the four boundaries cor if mot,
just to which ones? .

A. No, sir. As I recall it, it applied to just the bearing limits-only. Thit would make
it the sides, let's say, the rectangle instead of the - {n other words it applied to the bearing
and not range. The only reason 1 remember, 1 know the night before, on the bridge, or the night
prior to that, they had a box set up, which you had to stay 500 yards from any boundaries. But
on this particular night I'm certain it was just 500 yards from the bearing.

Q. Going back to the signals which we have just dicciesed, what was the practice on the
bridge with respect to changing the status boards 1f the signals such ae the last ones we just
discussed were received?

A, Normally you wouldn't - say I wes going to station like we were going to here. First
thing, the most important thing, is to get your course tr station, proceed to station and when you
get to station and you re on station safely and doing as your doing the things your supposed to do,
then worry about changing your status boards and getting your watch caught up. There is a certain
priority involved and the changing of the atatus boards is not the most important thing.

Counsel for the board: Before the board leaves the question of base course, may I ask a
couple of clarifying questions?

Senior Member: Yes, I have one more.
Queations by the senior member (continued):

Q. 1In the eventa new base course or zigeag were established as in ome of the signals we
Just discussed, would that result in an entry in any log such as the deck log or quartermaster
note book, and if so, who would do 1t? -
A, In other words, say a formation course was changed.... I don't quite understand that Admiral?

. Q. Well, according to one of these signale, formation was ordered to carry out a zigzag on
base course 220, which you just explained to me. .
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Would this resul: in an entry in amny log?

A. Certainly. Well you have got, of course, your RT Logs, both in CIC and on the bridge,
which is recerded in this form as I have recorded in. The quartermaster would also enter it in
his quartermaster log on the bridge after the officer of the deck would inform him to snter {it.
And it would alsc be entered in the supervisors log in CIC.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by coumsel for the board:
Q. Mr. Bowler, the process that the board just went through, of giving you these signals, was
not meant to plant nev ideas in your mind, but:tc help you refresh your recollection if possible.
A, Yes, sir.
Q. And T would like to ask you a question to clarify your previous testimony. Do you now
have an indepsndant recollsaction, based on the refreshing, that the base course was 220 or are

you relying solely on the signals you have used here? I realize that's a hard question to
sort out, but I think it's important for the boayd to know that so they can sort out in their
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A. 4. Wall, bafore I heard the signals I was ..., Ités difficult to Temember vhat base course was
because a great deal of the watch we were not out in the screen. e ware behind the carrier snd
FLIGHT CORPEN was either 180 or 185, and this base cowrse 220 on my watch 1 spent a very small
portion of it on this course, But 1 do remember that the Scresen was oriented on 220 end it's
logical that if the screen is orignted on that, the base course should be 220. But I can't and

with - that I'm fairly certain that base course was 220. It's hard to day at what mental
Process 1 arrived at that conclusion,

Q. If you cen't anewer this next one, say sc. Do you have an independant recollaction of
the course you passed - of the base course You passed on to your relief?
A. You meen whether I came up and passed that ,.,.

Q. Passed to him either 185 or 220 or some other course. Do you recall -pcificilly which
course you passed to him? . .

A. No, I don't recall SRéept that I imov {¢ wes - well it vas the correct course that 1 passed
on because we went over the zigzag plan and everything, But, again I can't tell you vhat my
exact wvords were to him.

Q. We're not asking for exact words hes
A. Well, yes, sir. If the base course vas 220, I passed that on.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member.

Q. Mr Bowler, you stated that you recall these eignals that we have Just gone over. Can you
say whether you remember the actual letters used in shackling the numbers?

A. No, sir, I can't. I con't recall the - whether the shackle codes are the ones used,
SPEFD ECHO ECHD i» very familiar, but the other ones are completely foreign as far as recollection
1f those are the ones we used on the night of 2 Jkme or not.

Q. Going back to an earlier period in your watch, when You wers ordered by a Formation ONE
signal to laave your scresn station and take station behind MELBOURNE, what rudder order did you
give as your initial wmove?

A. As 1 remember, soir, 1 gave right 15 degrees rudder.

Q. Would you briefly describe the considerations which led you to this order.

A. Well a ~ I was going approximately 16 to 18 knots. I wanted to ensure that I didn't, say,
vhip around on - or come around too far on - MELBOURNE and end up heading towards her so I gave
a4 smaller rudder angle than ¥you would normally give in maneuvering, It's a aituation whora - -
if 1'm here sir, and the MELBROURNE 1s here, the relative movemsnt is getting abaft her besm
vhich is what I want before I can really move into the stern of her. In wmy mind there is little
teason to come around with a hard rudder and get around to her reciprocal just to stay here. By
the time I get arcund normally, the MELBOURNE was - I was abaft her beam and it was a simple
matter to come around.

Senior member: Understood.
Counsel for the Board: May I interrupt.

Witness; Plus the fact that we wars straaming VDS, and if poesible you don't like to use a
heck of a lot of rudder with that.

Counsel for the board: May I interrupt to state for the record that the witmess, with his
hands, indicated the position of his own ship on the starboard bow of the MELBOURNE. 1Is that
correctd -

Witness: Yes, sir, that is correce.
Senior member: The board has no further questions of this witness.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR TRE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q what were the restriction in effect on the EVANS a8 far as use of rudder vhen the VDS was
stresming. .

A. Thare were none. You could use as much as you vanted except there was no real reason to
use full rudder while you had it streamed and take the chance of something going wring. But there
were no vrestrictions, I1f you neaded the ruddar of the spead, then you could use them. It was
Just - they edvise you not to back down with VDS stresming.

Q. Mr Bowler, before closing your testimony, you are given the opportunity at this time to
state in closed session such additional mattars that you think should be brought to the attention
of the board in its investigation of this matter as have not been brought out in the questions of
the board. Do you have sny such statements.

A. Mo sir, I do not,

Counssl for the board: Very well, the board will recess for tem mivutes,

The board recessed at 1525 hours, 18 June 1969,
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The board reconvened at 1546 hours, 1B June 1969,

All persons connected with the board, who were present when the board recessed, were again
present, Lieutenant (Junior grade) Bowler III resumed his seat as a witneas, reminded that he
was still under oath and was examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Prior to going dnto the classified mesalon, I indiceted to you that the board would have
several questions concerning the immediate events following the collision.
A. Yes, gilr,

Q. Would you staete where you were at the time of the collision?

A, 8ir, I was in my stateroom, which is in the after part of the ship. I wae sound asleep
at the time of the collision,

Q. What is your first recoliection of what happened? -

A. My first recoliection ls hearing a loud ungodly nolse and a lot of loose gear that I had
in my room, my books and everything, flying around, I was almost thrown out of my rack.

Q. What did you do then?

A. Well, I was compldtely disorientated as to what had happened. I had thoughts of either
running sground or being hit by a torpedo or something like that. I really didn't know, All the
lights were out with the exception of our two battle lanterns in after officers, The first thing
I did, of course, vaas get up. Mr. Murphy, who was in the stateroam next to me, was yelling, "Go
to your (@ station,” and that seemed like a real good idea, The first thing,I looked for was my
trousers which weren't where I had left them, The only thing that I could remember was that if I
ever had {o go over board it would be a good idea to have my trousers to use as a life preserver,
I finally secured a palr and went cutside to the starboard side of the main deck, I went forward
with the intention of going to my General Quarters Bt.ntion,'.'vh:l.ch was located in CIC, and turned
forward and saw that the forward part of the ship waan't there anymore, I alsc saw the MELBOURNE,
At that time I was more or less awestruck, I really didn't know what had hlppened and I went back
te the fantail.

Q. Who was in charge on the fantall?
A, ILieutenant Dunn, and Lieutenant (junior grade) Covert,

Q. Who was the senior?
A. Lieutenant Dunn,

Q. What measures did he take to organize the persons on the fantail?

A, Well, he cautioned us all against panicking, and told us the ship was not going to sink
and that we were going to get off of it, He directed several people to do meveral different jobs,
For instance, he told me to make certain the life rafts on the starboard side of the ahip were cut
loose and put into the water so that we would have a method of removing the injured, The few injured
personnel that we did have were moved back on the fanteil, That was our first worry, If the ship
happened to go down, we wanted to make sure the injured people had a way of you know, staying
afloat. I directed Gunner's Mate Second Class Lester to go and get those life rafts down and he
gathered up about four or five people, He went and took the life rafts down and put them in the
water, Alsc Lieutenant Dunn told pecple to make sure we checked through all the gpaces, and make
sure that no one was knocked unconacious during the collision and still down there. Which we did,
He also directed the setting of Condition "Zebra" to ensure that the ship didn't siok,

Q. Did there appear to be any penic or confusion? B

A. No, eir, Everyone - locking back on it it was amazing - everyone did thedr Job very well,
The enlisted personnel didn't try to use or usurp any suthority. Didn't penic at all and did
exactly as they were told to, The officers took charge, got the jJobs that had to be done - the
immediate jobs, For instance, getting the life refts off, getting the injured people cut in the
open on the fantail and metting Condition "Zebra"., The officers directed those jobs and they
wvere done in & timely manner.

Q. What action wes taken with respect to life Jackets?

A, The majority of the life jacketz were forward, However, there were some othera back in
Mount 53, the after mount, Someone went back and and threw them out on the main deck, Lieutenant
(junior grade) Hiltz, the Weapons Officer, I believe, went up to the Dash hanger, which is located
on the next deck up., There was some life Jackets up there, He went up there and started throwing
those down, I think that by the time we got off the majority of the people had 1life Jackets,

Q. In your opinion, were the efforts well organized and effective?

A. ©Oh certainly, yes, sir, Very well organized, which surprised me,

Q. Was there any particularly outstanding performance by any individual?

A. That's difficult to say, sir, Everyone 4id their Job in the finest sense of the word and
I 3ddn't note any heroism, at least to me that seemed beroism, In the after part of the ship the
people were not paniciy. They did exactly what they were told to do, took care of the injured,
and we got off there very quickly, 80 in other words, I reaslly believe that the best way to

describe it is that everybody did their Job.
Q. Were you injured?
A, No, sir, I wasn't, No injury at sll.
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- Q. How did you get off the stern section?

A, I climbed up from a ladder frem cur main deck to MELBOURNE's quarterdeck, I think they
refer to it as, which is not their flight deck, their main deck,

* Q. Do you have any other observations with respect to post collision matters which you would
like to bring to the attention of the board?
A, HNo, sir, I don't.

. Counsel for the board: No further questions here, sir,
Senior Member: The board has no further questions for this witness,

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Bowler, at this time you are mgein advised that you have
the right to bring out any matters that have not been brought out pertaining to the investigation
by previous questions, You have a privilege at this time to make a statement on those matters
which you think should be in the record for the board and pertaining to the boardk investigation,
Do you have anything further to state?

A, Yes, sir, I do, With respect to my testimony concerning the base course of the formation
when I was relieved by Lieutenant {junior grade) Ramsey at approximately 2400. During the closed
sesslon I went over some of the tactical signale that were given to the formation that night and
I can say that I am almost certain when I was relieved by Lieutenant (12) Ramsey, at approximetely
midnight, that the base course of the formation was 220 degrees trus,

Counsel for the board: As a result of that statement, does the board have any further question?
Senlor Member: No questions.

The witneas was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing roam.

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board calls Iieutenant (Junior grade) Murphy.

Counsel for the board: Lleutenant Murphy, you have been called ms a witness fox this

investigation which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS

/ MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS because it is understood that you mey have evidence that will
assist the board in ites investigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in
open session of the board, and that disclosure of classified information in not authorized during
open seasion., Ghould the answer to any question that you are asked requires you to disclose
classlfied informatlon, you are requested not to answer the question but to advise the board that
the answer would require you to 1isclose classifled information. In such cases you will later be
glven the opportunlty to testify as to such classified informstion in closed mession, However,
if you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific
classified details, you should do so, advising the board of your desire to amplify later in
closed session, Do you understand what I have saild?

Witpess: Yes, sir,

Counsel for the board: You are also advised that under United States law, no witness may be
compelled to answer any question the answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may
refuse to answer any such question, Do you understand?

Witness: Yes, sir.
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you state your name, grade and organization?
A, My rame is Lieutenant (Jg) Donald L, Murphy.

Q. And your grade?
A, Ildeutenant (jg), =ir.

Q. And your organization?
A, United State= Naval Reserve,

Q. To what unit were you ass ed on the night of 2 and 3 June?
A. USS FRARK E. EVARS (DD-’ ), sir.

Q. Is this your present organization?
A. Yes,

Q. What were your primary duties on board EVANS?
A. I was the prospective Communications Officer, I assisted the Communications Officer in

all his duties,

Q. How long had you been on board EVANS?
A. I had been aboard FRANK E, EVANE since 26 April 1968,

Q. Have you had any previous duties in the Navy other than irndoctrination, tralning and so forth?
A. No, sir,

Q. Were you assigned to a particular watch on the evening of 2 June?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. What watch was that?
- A. I had the 20 to 24 watch in the Combat Information Center.
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Q. Who else was on watch with you in CIC?
A, I had one other officer, Ensign Dwight Scott Puttee and a watch of eight enlisted men,

* Q. Would you state the present whereabouts of Ensign Pattee?
A, Mr. Pattee went down with the forward portion of the ship.

Q. Mr. Murphy, without disclosing classified details, could you state the basic situation of
* F‘RANrK EI::?EVANS at the time you relieved the watch in terms of base course, speed, disposition and

so for

A, Yes, sir, When I relicved the watch at approximately 1945, I believe the base course was
220, mlthough I am not reslly quite sure. It was in that general vicinity. The basme mpeed was,
I would say, 16 knots. We were in a screening station ahead of MELBOURNE along with four other
destroyers,

Q. In general terms, vhat was EVANS' screening station?

A. We had an area patrol station, I would say, on the starboard bow of MELBOURRE.

Q. At the time was the formation zigragging?
A, Yes, sir, I believe it was.

Q. And your answer, "on the starbosrd bow of the MELBOURNE", do you tie that to the base
course or a particular course?
A, T considered that to the base course,

Q. Do you recall the zigzag plan in usef
A, Yea, sir, 2igzag Plan 13 Sierra.

Q. From vhat document was that zigzag plan taken, if you can recall?
A. In general the zigzag plans are taken from ATP 3(A). However, it was also paralleled in
the CTF 472 Opirder, )

Q. In this particular case on the night of 2 June where d1a you take the zigzaf plan from?
A. In Combat I was using CTF 472 OpOrder.

Q. Do you recall whether EVANS was directed to take any particular position op station
during your watch other than the station you just described?

A, Yes, sir, Shortly after I relieved the watch we were ordered to a station astern of
MELBOURNE for rescue operations during flight operations.

Q. Do you recall approximately what time you arrived on station?
A. I can only give a guess, but I would estimate shortly after 2000, 2010 - in through there,
That 15 a guess on my part, I don't recall exactly what time,

Q. Do I understand that all your testimony 1s solely fTsm your recollection, that you have
nd documents before pertaining to this matter? :
A. Yes, eir, ﬁ: is correct,

[
Q. Was it ycxu-‘l';rnctice, when EVANS received a sjgnal, such as that to take reacue destroyer
station astern or "Formation One", for CIC to recommend courses and speed to the bridge?

A. Yes, gir,

Q. Do you recall whether that was done in this particular case or nos?
A. Yes, Bir, it was,

Q. Do you recall the particular maneuver that was used by FRANK E. EVANS to take station?
A, Yea, sir. We turned right and passed down the starboard side of MELBOURNE.

Q. Do yo1 recall the course and apeed of MELBO'RKRE at that time?
A, No, sir, I would assume that she was o1 base course at the time - base course and speed.

R. Do y»i know whether zigzagging was stopped or no:t for that manuever?
A, It was stopped, !

2. Would you state how long EVANS remained in the rescue destroyer position astern of the

MELBOURNE during the event?
A. In that particular "Form ONE" we remained for a considerable length of time. I would
estimate that it was in excees of an hour. I would say it was around an heur and a half,

Q. And during that time 40 you recall the courses and speeds steered by MELBOURNE?
A. No, sir, I believe she resumed the rigzag plan using the previous bass course,

Q. Upon completion of your duties as rescue destroyer for that event, vhat action was EVANS

directed to take?
A. EVANS was ordered by MELEOURNE to resume station ahead of MELBOURNE,

Q. And vhat station did EVANS take?
A. Ve took the station that we previocusly occupled,

Q. And, in doing that maneuver, did CIC recommend courses and speeds to the bridge?
A. Yes, air, we did.
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Qs During your watch was EVANS directed to return to rescues destroyer stations?
A, Yes, sir, ILater on in the watch., Again, I would estimate approximately 2230 or in
through there we were ordered to take rescue destroyer astern of MELBOURNE.

Q. And how long did you remain there this time?
A, Approximately a half hour,

Q. And upon completion what were you directed to do?
A. We were again directed to resume cur previous station ahead of MELBOURKE.

Q. The eame screening station?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And do you recall whether or not the base course and zigzag plan had changed dwring this
period?

A. No, sir. During my entire watch I believe we used the "13 Eierra" and baze courese had
remained the same, The only aslteration in course other than the zigzag plan was the carrler
turning to their flight course,

Q. Do you recall what that may have been?
A. I believe the flight course was in a southerly direction, 180 or 185, in through there,

Q. What was the procedure for controlling the Primary Tactical Net or board EVARS, Was it
controlled on the bridge or in CIC?

A. The Primary Tactical Net was controlled on the bridge. CIC had a speaker and we copled
everything that came over the Primary Tactical Net in CIC along with the bridge copying.

Q. In mddition to copying, did you take any uction on messages received?
A. Yes, sir, Every message that came over the Primary Tactical Circult, Combat Information
Center sent out an interpretation as to whet the signal meant.

Q. In addition, did you give the bridge advice &3 to action it could take on such signals?
A, Yes, sir, Any signal that required action on the FRANK E. EVANS part we interpreted the
glgnal and recommended an action,

Q. How did you communicate with the bridge?
A. We communicated with the bridge primerily using the sound powered phone, the JL phone.
A radar man in Combat was on our end of the phone and a man on the bridge was on the other end.

Q. Are there any other stations manned on that cirecult?
A. Yes, silr, The lockouts are aiso on that circult.

Q. Would you state the procedure used in CIC for decoding messages in which the numerals
are coded - tactical signals I am talking about?

A, Anytime a signal came over the primary tactical or any tactical net for that matter, we
always broke them down in Combat and sent out their meaning to the bridge.

Q. In case there was a differénce of opinion as to what it meant, what would you do?

A. Both the bridge and combat would check to see, double check, break it again, and if we
still came out different, I would say that what we would do is meke sure that we copled it
right - that we came up with the right message.

Q. Do you recall whether such a disagreement occurred during your watch?
A, FNo, sir.

Q. By that you mean you don't recall o that no such disagreement occurred?
A, Nc, sir, no such disagreement occurred.

Q. Would you indicate the procedure for zigzagging....let me start over, Would you indicate
the procedure in effect during your watch for determination of proper zigzag courses?

A, Well, when we were ordered to commence zigzagging we immediately broke out the proper
publications, In my case, I used CTF 472 OpOrder at the proper page. We would make a listing
of courses and times based on that particular order.

Q. What would you make that ldsting on? Wes there a status board?

A. No, =ir, I would, whan I was on watch, Just use the pad of paper, while one radar man on
watch would ait right next to the JL talker with the publication with a clock handy, and he would
make a list of courses at the particular times, Tharefore, he waz able to make recomrendations
to the bridge.

Q. How were the times checked with the bridge?
A. First of all, when a zigzag plan waz compenced lmmediately, we had to tell them which
course was the first course,

Q. Tell who?
A. Puss it over the JL circult to the bridge.

Q. Yesn, .

A, Wnat is the first course of the zigzag plan. Then, afier that course has been executed or
the carrier has turned to that course, the RD - radarman - in combat would pases out to the bridge
the next course, at time such and such will be,
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Q. What I am referring to is synchronization of clocks, Wase there any synchronization of
¢locks between, not only between MELBOURNE and EVANS, but between bridge and CIC?

A. Yes, sir. MELBOURNE came up with the tmctical aignal to synchronize the clocks when the
zigzag commenced,

Q. Do you recall whether that was done on each occasion the force began zigzagging?
A, It seems to me that 1t was, Yes, sir,

Q. And would both bridge and CIC synchronize their clocks to your knowledge?
A, Yes, sir. I did it in CIC and I have to assume that the bridge also did 1it.

Q. What plots were being maintained in CIT during your watch?

A, We kept & plot or disgram of the screening situation. In other words, which shipe were
in which station, where the guide is and where our station is. Also, on that same plot we would
have information, for example, base course, base speed and zigzag plan, in effect,

Q. Wes thet plot maintained on the face of the radar scope or on some other type of equipment?
A. No, gir, It was maintained on a plexiglase board.

Q. In addition, was anyone keeping a current status plot using the face of the radar?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Who Aid that?
A. The radarman sitting at the scope used & gresse pencil to plot ships on the scope.

Q. What did he do in case he saw a dengerous situation developipg? Or what was the ship's
practice I should eay?

A. Hig instructions were upen seeing a Aangerous situation developing to immediately notify
CIC Watch Officer and call his attention to it.

Q. To your knowledge was that ships' doctrine or was that peculler to only your watch?
A, As far as I know that was standard practice, -- . . .

Q. Wazs the DRT in use?

A, Yes, sir, 1t was,

Q. What wasz being plotted there?

A. On the DRT we plotted the mavigational picture plus various other information that would
come in to Combat over our circuits in there. For example: possible simulated enemy attacks,
direction, ett.

Q. By whom were you relieved at about 2L00?
A. T wme relieved by Ensign Allan Armstrong, approximately 2345.

Q. Do you recall the information you passed on to him as to base course, speed and zigzag plan?
A. Yes, sir. At 2345 we were again in station ahead of MELBOURNE, I described the limits of
the situation to Mr, Armstrong, Base course and speed at the time, as I recall, was 220 at 16.

Q. Were there any status boards in CIC on which these items were recorded?
A. Yes, sir. Thet informstion is on that status board vhich I previcusly aspoke of,

Q. And whose duty is it to maintaln the status board?
A. Well, the responsibility is that of the CIC Watch Officer, However, he delegates it to
the supervisor or RD on watch who keeps it up.

Q. Is it your belief that the information on the status boards was up to date at the time the
watch was relieved by the 00 to Ok watch?
A, TYes, sir.

Q. Wae it practice on board EVANS for the CIC Watch Officer to read the Night Order Book?
A, Yes, sir, 1t waa,

Q. Do you recall any particular ingtructions for the night of 2 and '3 June in the Captain’s
Mght Order Book?

A, In the Night Order Book we had the basic information down on the screening situation, base
course and speed as of the time that they were written. I can't recall any particular comments
other that the basit information screening stations manned, base courses, base speed and zigzag plan.

Q. Do you recall whether you had seen a message or any other directive which indicated that
EVANS would be plane guard or rescue destroyer during the night of 2 and 3 June?
A, No, sir, I don't recall such a message,

Q. Were you under the impression that the EVANS had that duty for that night?
A. Bince we were ordered to plane guard station twice and we were the only ship that was
ordered, I was under that lmpression,

Q. To your knowledge, what is the procedure for the bridge to pass visual signals to CIC?
A. When a visual signal is received by the signal bridge, the signal bridge slsc informs
combat of the signal.

G¢. FHow do they inform combat?
A. They use the 21 M unit.
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Q. Do they do it at the same time they inform the bridge or two separate messages?
A, No, air, They use the same message., They Just call up both bridge and combat.

Q. Do you recall receiving any messages from the signal bridge during the course of your 20
- to 2L0O watch on 2 June?

A, No, sir, not in particular.

Q. To your knowledge, were all tactical signals received over the primary tactical redio net?
* A. Yes, sir.

Q. "Whose responsibility was it to set up the naxt day's encoded voice call signs and pass:
them on to the watch - to the relieving watch?

A. We had all the voice call signs that we would be involved with set up before we went out
on the exercise and they wound up in a pad in combat.

Q. For everyday of the operation?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. What happened to the ones for the dayz that had already past?
A. They were torn off the pad and put in a durn bag I assume,

Q. At what time did the new day!s call ¢all signs came.into effect?
A, We were using Zulu time 30 it was, on that particular day it wes ©700.

Q. But what time Zulu time?
A. 0001 Zulu,

Q. Do you know who had prepared the call signe for the entire operation?
A. FNot in particular, but it was one of the RD'e,

Q. Were each day's call signs oo a separate sheet
A. Yes, =ir, .- ‘ .

e -
-

Q. If you have answered this gquestion, I apolagize, but I'll.msk.it once mere. Do you.recall
the base course and speed that you turned over to your relief at the time you were relieved?

A. I would say mgain, I am not absoclutely sure of it., However, it's 220 at 16 knots, It
seenms right.

Q. During your watch did you have the effective flying schedule for MELBOURKRE?
A. I do not recall seeing it.

Q. Did you expect the flylng operations at the time that they occured during your watch?
A. UNot at the particular time, no, sir, '

Q. Do you recall whether you had the effective OpGen Alfa message for the period 02 080G
to 03 0Bo0? ’
A, Yes, sir, I do.
Benior Member: I have a queatibn:
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Did the OpGer Alfa designate the rescue destroyer for that period to your recollection?
A. Not that I recall, No, air. .

EXAMIRATION BY THE COUNSEL FOR THE BCARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. What flight information was passed by MELBOURNE over the CI net?
A. Over the CI net? :

Q. Yes.
A. I don't recall MELBOURNE passing any flight information,

Q. Do you recall receiving any flight information on any net other than primary tactical?
A, FNo, sir,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions in open session nor in closed.

Counsel for the board: Would the board like to examine this witness in a classified session?

Senior Member: The board has no further question as to this witness in aither open or closed
seszalons at this time,

Counsel for the board: Mr, Murphy, you are informed that it is your privilege to make any
further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the Investigation that should

be & matter of record in connection therewith, but which has not fully hrought out by previous
guestioning, Do you have anything to say at this time?
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Lieutenant Murphy: No, s=sir,

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room.

Counsel for the board: Bir, the board will recall that when Commander McLemore was excused
earlier, there was no opportunity to conduct ar examination of him in a classified session,
Counse]l fell that this is an appropriate time to 4é that., It togically follows the evidence ths
board hes heard and it recommenda the board go into closed semsion at this time for the purpose of
hearing classified testimony from Commander McLemore,

Benior Member: Make it 80, please, counsel,

The board closed at 1630 to g0 into a closed session,

RECLASSISHED

218



Cr SR A Q}?gc’r O
CA——-L CONMDENTIAL

The hearing reconvened at 1632 hours, 18 June 1969.

All persone connected with the board, who were present when the board receased, were again
present.

Benior Member: The hearing is aopen.

Commander Albert 5, McLemore, a witness for the counsel for the board entered, was reminded
of hie previous oath and of the classification of the hearing and testified as follows. :

EXAMINATICON BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: CIR McLemore, it's been so long since we have Seen you maybe we should set the stage a
little bit again, On the evening of 2 - 3 June would you recall for the board your recollection
of the basic situstion in which MELBOURKE and her task group were at when you retired?

A: Yes, We were steaming on a generally southwesterly course in a normally called sector
type screen, advanced type anti-submarine screen, with my station on the right wing of the inper
screen, with BLACKPOOL mnd CLEQPATRA in that order to oy left. The LARSON was in an advanced
screen position, 8 to 10,000 yards I believe shead of the guide, on the right wing, and XYES on
the left wing. It was sort of a 25 3, 1 defense if you would 1ike to call it that.

Q: Do you recall the base course and speed?
A: As I recall the base course was 220, base speed 18.

Q: BSpeed what?

A: 1B, Of course - -

Q: Was it - - . - ' '

A: T was not on 220 very much because we were not only zigzagging but patrolling station,
and T was at a speed other than base gpeed to patrol,

Q: Would you indicate the zigzag Plan in which you believe was in effect?
A: 13 SIERRA, sir.

Q: And from what publication was that taken?
A: That was taken from the MOP, Maritime Cperating Procedures s &pplicable to this exercise,

Q: Before you give a final answer to that question, would you like to briefly review the

OPORDER and the MOP?
A: Yes, I would, and I would like to change my answer. If the board please, the publications
which I had, I had to return to other ships so I am now at this point with my briefcase without

ary background information,
Berior Member: Fully understood, Commander,

A: The zigzag plan is contained in FOCAF's OPORDER 1-69 and if you would 1ike me to refer to
that portion, I will,

¢ Would you refresh your memory to insure that Yyour information as to 13 SIERRA ia correct?
13 BIERRA ie correct.

¢ Do you recall the gero hour?
A: No, 2ir, I don'§. For that particular plan T don't recall it.

Q: Do you recall instructions in your NRight Order Book as to fumlliarization, as to the duty
of OUD's to familiarize themselves with the zigrag doctrine?

A: Well, this is... In the Standing Night Orders the GODs are required to familiarize
themselves with the zigzag plan in effect,

Q: I'm referring specifically to doctrines from particular publications as to the meaning of
zigzag signals, how to resume and stop zigzagging and so forth?
A: No, sir, I don't specifically recall if this was in the Night Orders for that night.

Q: Do you recall whether you had &glven any instructions at amytime to OODs and other wateh -
standers on that subject?

A: I can't answer that. The senior watch officer in the ship is responsible for the conducting
of instruction periods for OODs, along with our Executive Officer a8 Training Officer. I would like
to say, yes, I know thia was done but I can't answer it definitively,

Q: Had you issued any particular instructions to your OCD's as to the manner in which they

should patrol their sectors?
A: A= to the manner in which they should patrol?

Q: As to particular moves they should use or should pot use, the v_:lgor which they should patrol

and so forth?
A: No, T don't... I can't recall if,J had given apecific directives on this subject, We had

been doing such a patrol screen for a long time in preparation for this and also doing previocus
operations with KEARBARGE. And sector patrol screening is pomething that a great many of the Officers
of the Deck had not been familiar with, And I spent a great many hours on the bridge with various

D's showing them my thoughts on sector screening. . . )
ny CONFBDETAL oo
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. ) EXAMIRATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

. Q: With respect to that last question, are you saying that it was unfamiliar to Officers of
the Deck as they entered exercise Sea Spirit or at some prior time?

A: Bome prior time, Admiral, I think when we entered Sea 8pirit we fully understood sector
screening and knew how to do i{t. The rules as to sector screening, asz to what speeds to use, how
much of a course variance to use or how much of a course offset to usge, are not clearly written.
They are dependent on many things s 8¢a state, sonar conditions, base speed, and then it sometimes
comes down to the fact that in a sector screen you simply don't patrol anymore.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: Do you recall the specific limiting boundaries of your sector?

A; If I may have a moment, gir. I believe My sector limits were NOVEMBER PAPA, which would
make it LO degree sector, 240, mo, 220 to 260, I would have to refresh my memory from the book on
that one,

Q: I show you a plotting board marked Exhibit 25, It does not come from your ship, I
recognize that. Does it in general picture the screening disposition and specifically the
position of EVANS?

. A: Generally, yes, exactly, no, As I sald, as I recall, my sector limits were NOVEMEER PAPA
which would be, I'm sorry, 240 to 280. This does not show that exactly, These sectors can be
divided into 5 degrees so a degree area is significant.

Q: CIR McLemore, there hae been some indication that du.ring the course of Sea Spirit, from
the time from sortie from Manila, the screen disposition had been changed on several occasions,
Do you recall such changes?

A: Well, I'm not sure I understand your question. Of course, anytime base course changes,
the screen disposition is going to be changed, Are you talking ebout the screening - the relative
position of ships or screening concept?

Q: I perhaps didn't make my question clear, I'm really referring to a basic change in the
nature or type of screen in use, from say a single line to a screen in depth or samething in that
pature?

A: Yes., When Sea Spirit first started out, when we sortied from Manila, the initial screen
was a four ghip ahead bent line sector screen and one ship astern, This was in general the same
"type of screen which DESRON 23 had used with ASW Group ONE many times, primarily to - I should
say particularly at night. The Captains and the Commodore had gotten together on many occasions
to discuss screening from the standpoint of effectiveness, safety, basically the best way to
screen in a wide range of situstions. And there were certain factors which were taken into
consideration as to the type of threat, for example, that we might encounter. As to whether or
not & rescue destroyer might be required, And the Bquadron Commander had developed a screening
Plan - I think I should say we, the Captains and the Bquadron Commander had developed a screen
concept for the squadron, which had been placed in effect at the outset of sortie from Manile, It
was changed,

Q: And what was the change?
A: To greater depth, In other words, a two line screen and the rescue destroyer was taken
out of the position in the rear and put into the screen forward or on the wing.

Q: In your opinion did this create any severe handicap for a ahip which might be designated
as rescue destroyer? .
A: A severe handicap?

Q: Did it create any additional risks for a rescue destroyer?

A: Well, I think that - my personal reaction to i1t and this is a personal reaction, was not
one of great concern, We had discussed the - or we had in detail discussed the assigmment of
rescue destroyers, particularly at night, and the squadron plan was to have a ship in a screening
station astern detailed as a rescue destroyer so that he did not have to move from position ahead
of the carrier to a position astern of the carrier, But this was a plan that was in effect, I
think primarily in DESRON 23. I can't say that unilaterally, but I think it was - that we were the
ones who were looking at it the hardeat,

Q: Did it cause you any great concern?
A: No. Fo, I don't think 1t did. I think I would have been a great deal more at ease with

a rescue destroyer in astern because in this way this ship always knows who he is and can plan for'
the rescue destroyer Job a great deal better,

Q: Could you refresh the board's recollection as to whether you knew you were designated as
rescue destroyer on 2 and 3 June?
A: To the best of my recollection I did not know,

Senior Member: That answer requires a little clarification. Burely you knew on the occasions
when the ship was so statloned, ’

A: Well, I had, as previously testified, gone into rescue destroyer station.

2201 ml‘ COMAONEAL
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Benior Member: That's what I mean,

A: But there are many factors which might determine the ship to go into rescue destroyer
. station, and I don't belleve that any preset plan necessarily need be followed s particularly if
it puts the ship into a bad situation for going in. I wasn't necessarily surprised to go in
earlier, because it looked like I was in a good position to go in,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: But, do I understand your answer to say that you had received no message designating you
as rescue destroyer, to your knowledge?

A: To my knowledge, I had not received the message s although I know in retrospect that such
a message dld exist, I saw 1t after the fact,

Senior Member: For the record, counsel, that answer still doezn't seem to say really what the
question intends to elicit. The difference I am concerned about is we should try to separate
designation as rescue destroyer for a particular flying operation on the one hand , from the
notification that for a particular period of time, a ship i so deaignated for any and all flying
operations that may come up during that time, And I believe that latter...

Counsel for the board: That's correct, Tov correct any erronecus impression that may have
been created,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board: . i . -

Q: I understand your answer, sir, that you had not received a mespage designating you or
notifying you that you would be designated as rescue destroyer for a particular period of time ’
say from 0500 to 0800, is that correct?

A: That's correct, sir.

Q: During that period between the replenisiment at see on the afternoon of the second of
June and the time you retired, had you been specifically designated to take rescue destroyer
station at that time? )

A: Yes, sir,

Q: Do you recall how many times?
A: I think I testified previously that it was one, and that'a what I recall,

Did your Night Orders normally include base course and speed?
Yen, sir, they dia,

et

If known at the time you retired?
t Yes, sir, they did.

L »0 >0

: Is that in the part prepared by you or in the part prepared by the Executive Officer?

A: Well, I think that to clarify that, the Executive Officer, as Navigator, normally prepares
the Night Orders including any remarks, And 1f I have additional remarks I add them on. But,
normelly, in the great many cases, I don't have additional remarks, and simply sign them and add
the time I wint to be called.

Q: Do you recall if you were on the bridge or in CIC of EVANS at about 1800 on the 2nd, 1800

-

GOLF?
A: Ko, I don't recall, 1730 was the normal meal hour, I simply cen't say.

Q: When you testified earlier that you were aware of a message which indicated that sameone
had been designated for the rescue destroyer duty, that you had not 0 your recollection received
that message. Wae that an OPGEN ALFA message designating you or same other ship?

A: The - possibly I might go back, if I might on this,

Q: Maybe I am confused on this. Could you 4o that?
A: Yes, Of course in the loss of the forward section of the EVANS, all of our communications
flles were loat. The bridge ready reference flles were lost, Eszsentially anything that would aid
in reconstruction was lost. The one message board that was not lost was that maintained by the
Operations Officer in his stateroam. And of course this board could have contained any and all
of the messages which were recelved by the ship, but normally contained those of a lasting interest:
to him, Bince an OPGEN ALFA was a 2L hour type message I wouldn't have logically expected him to
hold that on that board. I then asked the Communications Officer - Assistant Communicatiens Officer,
I'm sorry, to see i1f he could round up for me any of the particular messages that were in effect

for that night,

Q: This was after - =
A: Yee, pir. This was after we had got into Subic Bay, as a matter of fact. And he picked

up & copy of the OPGEN ALFA from KEARSARGE, :

Q: And vhat ship did that designate as RESDES?

A: That designated ELACKPOOL as RESDES, ! Cm
2 | O
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Q: Now, do you recall - do you have any information on a subsequent message, perhaps from the
screen commander which designated you as RESDES destroyer? .
A: No, not to my recollection, sir, I don't.

Q: Eilther before or after?
A: No.

Q: You indicated that the Officer's message board was recovered. Is that among the documents
which are available to the board?

A: To be perfectly frank, Captain, I don't know. We have been going through an awful lot of
material, getting rid of classified material, which I think is an understandable resolution at this
point. I honestly don't know,

Q: Counsel will make arrangements to try to preserve that record if it i1s still in existance.
During the period you have been in either CIC or on the bridge during the afterncon of 2 June ’
afternoon - evening of 2 June, had the PRITAC communications with the MELBOURNE and CTU 472.1.2
been reliable?

A: Yes,

Q: Did you have any means for - would you like to amplify that answer at all?
A: Well, I know no occasion of which they weren't reliable, I had had exceptionally good
luck during Sea Spirit in not heving communication failures.

Q: Do you recall vhether you were Iinformed that EVANS was ordered to FORM 1 at approximately
1815 on the 2nd of June? .

A: I don't recall the exact time, I think I previously gave a time frame which would
encompass that.’

Q: Did 1t in any way surprise you that your ship was belng ordered to FORM 1 ufter not having
been previously selected?
A: Certalnly not.

Q: Did you have any mesns for receiving Primary Tactical Net treffic 1f you were not on the
bridge?

A: No. Only if it ordered the ship to do something which I would normally be informed of,
then I was informed of it by interlor communications circuit.

Counsel for the board: Sir, that’s all the questions I have on tactical matters, I have some
on readiness which I would 1like to go into, but maybe the board would prefer to ask its guestions
on those matters first,

CDR Mclemore: I would like to comment on cone thing which hasn't been brought up, 1f I might
and 1f you would like to hear my comments off the record and then decide whether or not to put
them on the record,

Counsel for the board: No, sir, I think they would like to hear them on the record.
Senlor Member: On the record.

CDR McLemore: One thing in See Spirit which concerned me and it became particularly a concern
during replenlshment operation of the morning before. This was that essentially 3 tesk groups, the
replenishment group or the convey group as it were, the inner screen group which was MEIROURNE and
became KEARSARGE and the outer screen group which had been KEARSARGE and became MELBOURNE, were all
communicating on the same primary tactical frequency. And there was no screen tacticel frequency
in use, This meant that an awful lot of people from time to time were on that circuit talking to
an avful lot of different people, And it sometimes became & matter of some concern to break the
appropriate call signs and really see who was being talked to, This 18 one of the areas that I had
gone Into quite deeply on tape, that afternoon. I say on tape, I should amplify that, I kept a
tape recorder in my cabin and when something came up that I thought worthy of comment I put it on
tape and then this was used for a basis of generation of post exercise reports. But there was just
too much traffic and too many people on one radio telsphone circuit, in my opinion.

Counsel for the board: Does the board have gquestions, sir?
Senior Member: No, I think not at this time. Proceed.
EXAMINATION BEY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counael for the board:

Q: CDIR Mclemore, what are the normal steps taken on board - what were the normal steps taken
on EVANS to insure the setting of condition YOKE?

A: At approximately 15 minutes prior to sunset each day, the word is passed over the interior
announcing system for demage control petty officers, and dwmage control petty officers are relatively
senior petty officers, from esch of the ship's divisions to check that Material Condition YOKF is
set in their respective apaces, and to report this to the Officer of the Deck on the bridge. That's
the bagis on which it is done. After once being set, 4{f this {s of interest, the roving security
watch 15 normally responsible for correcting any deficiencies that he might see in setting of YOKE
that would have been caused by people going through a fitting and not reclosing it.

Q. And who constitutes that roving security watch? l ml

A. This is normally a man from the repair division of the ship.
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And to whom does he report?
He reports to the Officer of the Deck on the bridge,

- s

How often?
: Every hour, I believe. It is every hour.

»L 20

: Do you recall the status of the forward fuel tanks on the night of 2-3 June? Maybe I should
give you a background of the question, The board is quite interested in the reason that the forward
section sank so quickly and would like information on the loading and so forth. Do you heve any
information on the fuel tanks? -

A: No, I don't specifically have that - I should recall what the fuel percentage on board that
evening vas, and I don't recall that, But we were - well, I refueled that morning during replenishment.
I aidn't refuel to 100 percent, The reason that I didn't was that the oiler that I was refueling
from had & defective coupling on her after rig and it was talking me forever to get fueled, BSo I
fuelsd to about 88 or 89 percent of capscity but I was topped off forward, So I would gueas that my
fuel status forward was about 90 percent.

Q: Do you recall the status of the emmunition loading forward?

A: Yes, I had just about a full war allowance on board, My forward guna were fully up to
allowance because my after mount was inoperative at the time, so whenever I used bullets forward I
shifted from the after mount to keep the forward magazines filled.

Q: Among the documents recovered following the collision, was there a copy of the Ship's Booklet
of General Plana?
A: TYes, sir, there was,

Q: Do you have a copy with you?
A: Yes, sir, I do, . . . . .

Q: I would ask you to produce it, please,

Counsel for the board: Could we have this marked as Exhibit k4 for identification.

The reporter did as directed.

Q: CDR, you have Exhibit Ll marked for identification in front of you and I would ask you to
indicate to the board whether or not that Booklet of General Plans is to your kmowledge up to date,

as of 2 June? ,
A: Thie Booklet of General Plans reflects all changes to the ship through the overhaul of 1968.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, ‘we request the admisaion as Exhibit Lke
Senior Member: Permisgsion granted.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board: .

Q: Ceptain, I would like to return agein to tactics for a moment, You indicated that the Senior
Watch Officer was responsible for training of ODe, but if you can answer these from your own knowledge
we would appreciate it. What was the general content of the instructions given to the Officers of
the Deck on zigzagging, do you recall? I'm referring specificelly to the publications which wvere
used in the instructions and in particular, instructions for exerclise Sea Spirit.

A: Well, sir, I can't teatify to that with any degree of certainty. I attended OD tralning
sessions whenever I could, and a great many of them, the briefing particularly for Sea Spirit from
the operation ordera I attended. I don't recall that the mechanics of zigzagging per' se were the
subject of any of these, There was nothing different from the zigzag rules and that we had practiced
from ATP-1 many times.

Q: What in your opinion would be the effective publication to go to for zigzag doctrine durlng
Bea Spirit?
A: ATP-1.

Q: 1 or 1 ALFA?
A: I'd have to see it, It's a light brown manual. Possibly it was 1 ALFA,

I'll ghow you = -
I'm sorry. No, #ir, that's not the doctrine, Tt's ATP-3.

Q
A

Q: The board does not have an ATP-3 in its possepsion, Tt does have an ATP-3 ALFA, Is thet
the doctrine to which you are referring?
A: I would like to loock at this if I might,

Q: Certainly.,

A: I don't recall that the document that I had on my bridge looked exactly like thie. However,
that doesn't mean anything. It could have had & protective cover placed on it. ATP-1 was a mental
slip on my part. I know well that ATP-3 is the book,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions, sir, i
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Counsel and the Senior Member had a brief discussion out of the hearing of the reporter,
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: CIR McLemore, I may have misled You and I certainly didn't intend to do that. I think
ATP-3(A}, 1f you will look at the date » 18 quite recent and may not have been distributed to all
participanta of Sea Spirit,

At T would like if I might, to refresh Iy memory by going back through FOCAF's OPCRDER 1-69
and even possibly going back to the basic Planning document for this exercise and see what the 1list
of references were, to see « -

@: You are aware that there is a 1list of effective references?
A: There were a great many list of references, whether or not this particular one 1s - that's
only the COM Plan I believe, is it not? The other document 1s quite thick,

Q: I show you Annex GOLF and let You have a chance to review it,
A: Of course this is only a Cammunications Publication out of a Communications annex,

Benior Member: Counsel, may we review now, is there a pending question to which the witness
is = -

Counsel for the board: Well, it might be better 1f I were to review the bldding and give him
a chance to clarify. CIR Mclemore, we realize that you are disadvantaged not having had a chance
to see the OPORDERS since the collision, but the question of 2igzag doctrine has come up a= to the
applicability of particular publications and if ¥you would like a chance to review the OPCRDER, you
may certainly have that opportunity at this time, But the board is interested in your id f what
Publication a watch officer would go to if he recelved a signel as to a zlgzag golng Anto effect or
resuming or something in that nature, to determine what the meéaning of the esignal was, other than
what 1s contained in the signal book. i

A: T can recall with some clarity, caming on the bridge and finding that ATP-3 didn't seem to
be there and getting rather disturbed » Primarily to me, because that's alvays been a very good, very
simple, one place document for being able to review very quickly the ground rules for zigzegging.
They are also in ATP-1. The signal forms of course are in ATP-1A, Volume II, In retrospect now I
knew that - well I knew even then that ATP-3 per se did not apply in Sea Spirit. Otherwise why would
FOCAT have put all of the fancy plans into hig OPCRDER, that were excerpted out of ATP-3, But to me
it was still a very handy place to go to a page that I knew very well and review the bidding with
respect to the ground rules. I don't think these basic rules change. T would have to review this
very carefully to see if there iz a conflict, but I could be very surprised, almost unbelieving 1if
there were, :

Counsel for the board: That's all the questions we bave, gir,
Senior Member: The board has no further questiona.

Counsel for the board: CIR McLemore, as in the unclassified session, the board gives you the
opportunity at this time to make any further statement covering anything related to the subject
matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of record therewith, which has not been
fully brought out by previous questions. Do you have anything that you would like to add?

CDR McLemore: Yes, gir. I have. In going through papers the other night, which I hadn't
looked at since I transferred off KEARSARGE » I found same written notes and these were written down
by me, as I recall, the afternoon of the day that I came aboard KEARSARGE, a= my recollections at
that time of what had occurred. And since I have already testified in some detall as to my
recollections and my escape from the ship, I thought that going back and bringing these thoughts in,
which may vary slightly to what I testified to before, would not be out of line.

Counsel for the board: Would you like to do that in open session, CDR McLemore? Bince this is
a closed session, the only reason for doing it mow would be if it was classified.

CIR Mclemore: It is not classified., It 15 of no immediate consequence, And it may be if T
can hear the testimony that I gave before and compare these notes there would be no significant
change, T really don't think there would be, But T think thase are a more accurate representation
of the evente as recalled at the time than 10 days later. Or for that matter, I could transcribe

these and turn them over to you,

Counsel for the board: It would appear appropriate to counsel that if it is unclassified and
it clarifies CTR McLemore's statement in open session that it should be done in open session.

Senior Member: Counasel, 1s it feasible to ask CIR McLemore to sutmit these note so ax to
reinforce his testimony?

Counsel for the board: Do that mnd elarify? That is feasible, sir,

Member (Rear Admiral Stevenson): Perhaps counsel, if they can be taken by counsel, and if there
is anything of substance there which differs from the testimony that CDR McLemore gave, then perhaps

be can be examined again.
- GOMBIBENEM L
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_ Counsel for the board: That would be satisfactory, sir, I am sure that at some later time
° after hearing all witnesses, the board may have further questions for CIR Mclemore,

Senior Member: Very possible,

Counsel for the board: He has not testified to the rescue and salvage cperations and it might
be appropriate at that time that we develop this information through questions,

Senior Member: May I ask if the notes address other than post collision matters?
CDE Mclemore: Ko, sir, they do not,

Counsel for the board: I belleve that would be the appropriate time to do it. CIR Mclemore,
do you have any statement in response to the invitation I gave as to basically classified
pre-collision mattera?

COR McLemore: Another thing which was of some concern to me, one of the little irritating
things more than anything else about Sea Bpirit was the fact that we had to regress in many areas
to the use of publications which we hadn't used for scme time, As a specific example, we were using
ATP-1A, Volume I and II, change 4, when we were very used to using change 6, And there were scme
significant differences, For one it was quite a challenge to get the aignalman not to put up ZULU
for helicopters mgain. But it means a very quick shift in thinking and anything that pecple may
have learned in change 6 they have to unlearn very quickly and double check themselves. This in
itself is probably not too bad, but for the officers I don't think i1t was any particular problem,
Another area that I had continuing problem during the work up phase, this didn’t hurt us during
the transit phase, but it did bother me a great deal during the work up phase was that we were ueing
a different set of books and doctrines for exercise than we use in the U,5, Navy. We were using
AXP series publications during Sea Spirit where we normally use FXP series publications in the Navy.
And there are some significant differences in the method of corducting exercises here. Basicelly it
meant that everything had to be double checked, and I did an awful lot of researching. I understand
why this was done in Bea Spirit, but I do question the real deep necessity for it. It seems that it
would be very helpful if we could work out one set of rules.

Counsel for the board: Anything Further?

CDR MclLemore: No, sir.

Counsel for tha board: Does the board have any queations as the result of the statement?
Benlor Member: No further qt.xestians.

The witness was warned, excused subject to recall, and withdrew from the hearing room.

The hearing adjourned at 1735 hot¥s, 18 June 1969, until 0830, 19 June 1969,
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TENTH DAY
The board reconvened in executive session at 0830, 19 Juns 1969.

"w
T, During the executive session the board review and approved the prior day's transcript and
planned future proceedings of the board .

The board's executive session adjourned at 0940 bours, 19 June 1969,

L

The board reconvened in open seseion st 0946 hours, 19 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board wvho were present when the board adjourned were agein
present.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board is convened in open session and counsel point
out that if there is any person present who knows himself to be a witness or feels that he may be
called as a witness, he i3 not entitled to be present and he should withdraw '

Captain John P. Stevenson, Roysl Australian Navy, was recalled as & witneas by cdunsel for
the board, reminded that he was atill under oath, and examined as follows:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass:):

Q. The purpose of the board in ealling you to give evidence now is to desl with the post-
collision rescue stage. Accordingly, I ask you what position you were i{n during the period
immedistely following the occurrence of the collision?

A. As the MELBOURNE hit the EVANS I was standing just fo the port of the cowpass on the
bridge. I issued the initial series of orders from there. - °

Q. What were the orders thst were issued, in the order in which you gave them?

A. I wouldn’t like to be apecific on the order in which I gave them. "Stop both engines"
and'"them full asterd'- this was roundabout the time of atriking EVANS., The hands were
already at collision stations or going to collision stations end I went to emergency stations
roundsbout the same time or just before the collision. Also, the highest demage control stste,
"One Zulu," was ordered.

Q. What was the damage control position immedistely before that order?
A. Three XRAY. The normal seagoing condition. Right after the collision I ordered, "Away
all boats, out life rafts and 1ife buoys",

Q. 1I'll stop you there, Captain. Were all boats brought into operation? How many boats and
what type? .

A. It brought into operation three boats., One of which suffered demage in Msnila and wasn't
particularly effective - One bost on the port side, a 25-foot motor cutter - the Admiral's barge
on the starboard side aft and the sea-boat, the utility boat, starbosrd side forward, which was
ineffective for about thirty minutes.

Q. How long was it before those boats were in the water?

A. A matter of minutes, the port motor cutter was in the water in three or four minutes.
The barge had to wait until the EVANS was sufficiently far out for it to be lowered and was in
the water in ten minutes, I should think. : .

Q. How were those boats manned? :
A. By the nesrest people that got to them, snd the port motor cutter by the sea-boat's crew.

Q. How many sre there in the crew?
A. Normally four.

Q. Well, that was the order, "Awsy all bosts,” and I interrupted you when you were going to
speak sbout 1ife refts and 1life buoys.

A. At the ssme time I sent out life rafts and life buoys and pushed the buzzer myself that
releases the actual 1ife buoys, which are right aft on the quarterdeck for emergency use, The
order to, "Out life rafts and 1ife buoys" was reslly oot a normal crder, but was to indicate to
my officers to get the emergency life rafts over the side,

Q. How many life rafts and life buoys were in this way brought into use?

A. T think eight went over the port side that we used and only one went the starboard side
and was not inflated - just lay in the water. We didn't pull it to inflate it as it was obvious
that wve weren't going to naed {t. About six life buoys went ever the saide and in addition people
were throwing life jackets over from the flight deck.

Q. What was the aize of the 1ife rafts thst you hed on bosrd?
A. They are the 25-man life veaft.

Q. Whet was the next order given?

A. I sent a signal to the screening ships to cless me to pick up survivors from the water in
the vicinity of MELBOURNE and I told the flying control position to bring the helos back to us.
These were the ones that were on the screen. Thers were two airborne at the time.
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Q. Hov many ships ware there in the screen which closed on you?
A. There were four ships in the screen which closed.

Q. And you were about to say how many helicopters you hed in the air?
4. I had two helicopters in the air which came back. 1 told the flying control position
to bring up as many more as they could ax quickly as pessible. :

Q. Did you, yoursslf, cbaserve the helos fn sction or not?
A. Yes, I could see them flying around with their spot-lights on.

Q. What else happened?
A. I then went to the. This happened very quickly...I then went to the starboard wving of
the bridge.

Q. I think perhaps there was an airborne fixed-wing,

A. Yes, I think s0. We had one fixed-wing airborne and this was diverted to KEARSARGE, but
it really wasn't diverted at this stage. I knew that it was airborne and it was diverted a
little later to KEARSARGE.

Q. What about the flight deck, was anything done in relation te it, to clear thinge awny
for action?

A. Well, this statement to bring up the helos was an sutomatic order and flying control got
on with the job of clearing fixed-wing away and bringing up helos,

Q. You were saying that you went to the starboard wing of the bridge.
A. 1 went straight out to the starboard wving. I still had "full astern" on and observed
the after half of EVARS passing down my ship's aide.

Q. At what distsnce from your ship's side? )
A. Very close, ’ : .

Q. Very close?
A. Starting to move out a bit as it got further down.

Q. Could I just stop you there? What about the forward section of EVANS?

A. I couldn't see a great deal of the forward section of EVANS, but I had presumed that it
had capsized. There was nothing visible of the mast or funnels, nothing further that I could see
on the port aide.

Q. What did you do, directing your attention to the after half of the EVARS, on the
starboard side? :

2. Well, as the ship stopped, I stopped the engines sc that the ship was dead in the water
and then kicked the stern around a little closed te EVANS with a touch astern on the port engine
which bumped her in against EVANS. I could then see that the team on the flight deck and the
team on the quarterdeck were taking action themselves to secure the two ships together.

Q. How were they doing that?

A. By berthing lines. Actually the quarterdeck ataff was very prompt in getting berthing
wires out and they had wires ready before EVANS got aft. They secured it that way and the flight
deck crew threw over scrambling nets.

Q. Were you sble to see at that stage what was being done.on MELBOURNE with Tespect to the
people In EVANS?

A. T could see. We put the pignal leps on her to light her up to see what was happening.
I couldn't see clearly except that people were going over from MELBOURNE.

Q. Do you know in what manner they were boasrding EVANS from MELBOURNE?
A. Well, I saw a couple jump. I think there vas & scrambling net from the quarterdeck,

Q. What would be the vertical distance, .pproxi..tely‘ down from the deck of the MELBOURNE
to the deck of EVANS?
A. Oh, I couldn't guess. It's quite a long vay. I wouldn't like to Jump it myself.

Q. What was the next event, in sequence?

A. The Executive Officer rang me on the bridge at about 3:20 and gave me a run down on the
action he was taking - the people were being brought in from the after half, the boats were going
away for survivors and that he would keep me informed as things developed,

Q. Does it seem to you that the afforts were being sufficiently organized at that stage?

A. T was completely satisfied with what he was soing. I didn't have to give any further
instructions to him, but to agree with what he was doing. Then I rsng the sickbay and Supply
Officer to see {f their organitation was getting moving as well,

Q. And did you give them any particular instructions, that is te sey to the sickbay and the
Supply Officer, or did you lasve it to their discretion?

A. HNo, I told them to prepare for survivors, They said that everything wvas in hand and they
were quite happy. They would be ready for survivors in any condition they came on board.

Q. What medical facilities and medical personnel did you have on board MELBOURNE?

A. I had a medical staff of one Commander and one Lisutenant assisted by a Chief Petty
Officer and about eight corpemen.
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Q.  And the eickbay and the sickbay facilities, eould you give ua a general account of them?
A, "It 1» about a fourteen bed sichbay with a good operating area, good surgery, capable of
handling most casualties.

-y
L] .
Q. What was the next part of the ship that reported to you?
A. Damage Control Headquartars reportad in that, the initial reports were that there was no
serious flooding beyond the collision bulkhead and they would give me a further report after they
‘e had carried out a closer examinatiom. ‘

Q. What was the position with respect to the collision bulkheads?
A. They held. There was no leakage beyond the ecllision bulkhands.

Q. What do you recall is the pext step you took? .
A. T then went down to the Operations Room to see the Aduiral and discues the situation with

him. He was very busy in contact with the rest of the force and taking action to prepare
coordinated search and rescue activities in the area.

Q. What people did he have in the Ops Room assisting him i{n this task?
A. I think the major one was the Fleet Operstions Officer, the Duty Staff Officer and
Flag Lieutenant. In fact, the majority of his staff was there at that time.

Q. Did he give you any instructions as to the division of the functions between yourself

and him? .
A. Yea, he told me to carry on with the rescue of survivors in the imrediate vicinity of

MELBOURNE ‘and he would handle the rast of the situation,

Q. In so far as you could see, was the reat of the situation being adequately handled from
the Ops Room? . .

-.

A. Most adequately, yes. : .

Q. What do you next recall happening?

A. The Executive Officer of the EVANS, Lisutenant Commander McMichael, was brought to me on
the bridge. I think he was one of the first men picked up - picked up by helo. He came up to
see me. I asked him to take action as quickly as possible to record the survivors as they came
board - to get a list of the survivors together.

Q. Did you offer him any assistance in regard to that?
A. Yes, he was given assistance by my own officers.

Q. And the next event?

A. I think the next one was the Gaptein of the BVANS, who was brought up to the bridge to
see me. I sent him below to the sickbay to be attended to. He was obviously hurt and was
bleeding quite badly., T asked him as acon as he had been patched up to move around his men to see
that they were being cared for as he'd wish.

Q. Wwhat did you observe as to the condition of the EVANS Executive Officer?
A. He was in good shape. '

Q. Gan you recall when it was that you next received a report?

A. Tt was about 3:30. I would be fairly hazy as to the time, but the Executive Officer
reported that a1l survivors were off the after end of BVANS. I think it was my Executive Officer
who reported that. They asked permission to let 8o, cast off the after end of EVANS from the
ship, as they were concerned that the aettling in the vater might cause damage, if it went
dowm,

Q. Damsge to what?
A. Screws,

Q. What did you decide in relation to that request?

A. T told them not to cest off at that stage but to told my Executive Officer bhimself to
conduct a very thorough search of the after half, of all compartments in the after half. 1
wanted to be sure that everybody was off that before I let it go.

Q. Your Executive Officer was?
A. Commander Stevens.

Q. When did you next hear from him?
A. At about ten minutes later - ten or fifteen mirutes later. He reported that he had

conducted & really thorcugh search. He was absolutely certain there wes nobody left on the
after half of EVANS.

Q. What did you then do?
A. I then called up the Admirsl in the Operstions Room and told him that, and asked

permission to let go the after half of EVANS and move clear. He gave me that permission.

Q. How did you go about 1t? _
A, We let go all 1ines and I just put a slow shead on the port engine for a few minutes and

moved about five cablas clear. Then we stopped again.

Q. Did you obaerve what happened to the after section of EVANS when ahe was cest off?
" A. Well, it stayed afloat.
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Q. What did you next recall happening, sir? :
A. The next action really wes with the damage to the ship. The reports came in that, of the
damage up forward, we were making water in the trimming tanks; that the collision bulkheads were
holding, and there was no leakage past them, and action was being takan to shore-up those
e bulkheads which they expected would be fully shored-up by five or six hours. The estimate then
was that we would be able to steam at & knots.

Q. Do you recall what happened after that?
te A. The Engineering Officer and the Executive Officer of the EVANS came up to the bridge and
asked permiassion to return to thair ahip. They believed that with their knowledge they would
be able to save her if they could get the assistance of some of their fellow officers in the
other ships. They believed their knowledge would be waluable in salvaging the after half.

Q. Did you have any discuscion with them of this problem of salvage?
A. A very brief discusasion. They assured me that they felt they would be valuable back
there and they both seemed uninjured, so I arrsnged a boat for them to go back and send them

back.

Q. And who went back with them? N
A. Just the boat's crew took them back, to my knowledge. I just gave the two of them

permisgion., Whether they took anybody else with them I couldn't be sure.

Q. Was the ssme subject matter raised by the commanding officer?

8, ‘es, the Captain of EVANS, about ten minutes later came up with & similar request but
I didn't consider he would help a great deal. He was very shocked and in a fair smount of pain
and T asked him to deter that, as I thought his Executive Officer and Engineering Officer would
be sble to handle it. I asked him to continue to keep an eye on his men on board, which he
agreed to do.

Q. Where was he at the stage he spoke to you?! . . :
A. On the bridge, again. ’

Q. Where had most of the men from EVANS - the FVANS purvivors been mustered?
A, They mustered in sickbay and the wardroom. The emergency medical center is the wardroom
in addition to the sickbay,

Q. What was the next thing you recall happening?
A. 1 think about 4:00 o'clock, or a 1ittle earlier than 4:00 o'clock, I got the first
estimate of the number of survivors and 1 signaled that to the Admiral.

Q. Do you remember what the estimate was at that stage?
A, It was an optimistic one of about two hundred and thirteen.

Q. Your next recollection, sir?
A. About 5:30 1 secured the hands from emergency stations, and they went back to their
normal sctivities. I maintsined s high damage control cendition.

Q. What action continued from 5:30 on?
A, We continued to search the area for survivora and wreckage by boats and helos.
1
Q. At that stage was your force of boats snd helos augmented from any other source?
A. Augmented by the rest of the escorth with us by KEARSARGE helos, and by-all the other
ships which were c¢losing from the other force. There was a very large number of ships and boats
in the area at that time. -

Q. Are you able to give any reliable estimate a8 to the number of boats in the water and
helos i{n the air looking for survivors?

A. There upre four helos in the air. We kept it to that mumber, divided the air into
sectors of four with one helo in each. I think the number of boats were 6 or 7.

Q. What was the reason for limiting helos in the air to four?
A. Seafety of the helos, They could cover the area quite satisfsctorily, in fact more than
satisfactorily, we thought.

Q. Would there have been any advantage in having wmore than the four that you had?
A. No, I don't think so,

Q. And in your opinion, what would you state as to the thoroughness in recovering aurvivors
of efforts made by boats and helca?

A. I think that {t was absolutely thorough. 1T think that there was no possibility that
anyone was missed, Although I would qualify that by aaying that obvioualy some people were lost
in the initial collision. We obviously didn't manage to pick up everybody in the water
immediately that needed to be picked up.

Q. Why do you say that, sir.
A, Because of the time.

Q. By what hour J2id light first appear?
A. I wouldn't like to say. I think it was around 5:00 o'clock.

Q. And by 5:30 the conditions of light - how would you describe them?
A. Again, I would be a 1tttle hary on this. I think quite 1light.
29
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Q. .And by 3:30, vhat was the states of tha weather?
A. Juet the same, flat calm, clear sky.

Q. Well, at that same time, 5:30, what was being done so far as you knew for the survivors
on board?

A, They were being cared for very well, ss far as I could see. They had been fitted out
with clothing, they had been given food, hot drink. Those that had been damaged were looked after
in sickbey and my ship's company ware doing their best to mix with them and try to take their mind
off what had occurred.

Q. When was it that you were first able to leave the bridge and viait the survivors in the
wardroom and sickbay? ‘
A. I went to them at about 9:30 in the morning.

Q. And did you give sny instructions for any particuler smenities - food to be provided?

A. I asked - told them to give them a beser issue. To give them a can of beer apiece and
the band turned out to play for them. A little in congruous, but it seemed to lighten the
sitoation a little bit.

Q. W%as snything done to send any of the survivors away?!
A. VYes, they were sent to the KEARSARGE, on the instructions of Admiral King, st about -
shortly before midday.

Q. Does that mean all of them?
A. All of them., The serious casuslties were sent across by helos earlier. The ones that

remained on board were all sent across.

Q. Where was KEARSARGE by that time?

A. Within about s mile. . -

Q. Returning to the time of the tmpact, can you tell us what affect it had on the
MELBOURNE's forward motion? .

A. No, I can’t. It didn't seem to. I can't recall being thrown forward st all by the ship
being pulled up. The fact that we actually pulled up with EVANS close to my stern, I think 1t
must heve taken a couple of knots or more off the speed of the ship,

Q. Are you able to give us any observation ss to the relative speed of MELBOURNE and EVANS
as the EVANS's stern section passed the MELBOURNE's bridge?
A. Yes, not more than 4 to 6 knots. & knots I would guess.

Q. Up til what time did ....I wvithdraw that. Wes some service held during that day?
A. Yes, we held a voluntary memorial mervice on the flight deck at about 1700 that
afternoon.

Q. What form did the service take? .

A. It was a combined service held by Roman Catholic and the Protestant chaplains. It was
voluntery, but a2s far as I could see, every member of the ship was there. It lasted about
twenty or twenty-five minutes. We had the lest post and hymms. The normal memorial service.

Q. And when di{d the ship leave the area?
A. We left at 1830 for Singapore.

Q. Bound for Singapore at what speed?

A. We started out with the engines just turning over to see how the collision bulkhead would
hold and built up the speed gradually to - in steps until we were doing 12 knots. Everything was
qQuite secure at that speed.

Q. In your opinion could sny greater ll.l&ll have been achieved if additiomal r"oui'ces hed
been available for the rescue operation? ’
A. No.

Q. In your opinion with what degree of efficiency were the rescue operations conducted?
A, Most efficient.

Q. Did you, yourself, observe any particular acts of heroism that you would wish to commend?
A. Not myself, other than the steadiness of the men in the after half of EVANS. I would
certainly commend them. I could see them in the lighta. They seemed to ba very steady,

Q. Captain, a few quections by way of smplification on what you have said, When you formed
your initial estimste of two hundred and thirteen survivors, upon what was that base?

A. That was a report from Lieutenant Commander MeMichsel and a Lieutenant Commander O'Donnel
whom I had detailed out to get the list of survivors. It seemmd that there had been some
duplicetion which was shown up lster on. :

Q. Can you tell us when it was that this estimste was ravised as for as you knew?
A. T feel that it was about 4:00. It would show in the eignal log, because the gignal was

logged in.

Q. And who was it that gave you the revised figure?

A. Lieutenant Commander O'Donnel, whom I had told to compile the list. They went around very
closely. The initial one was made out more by 8 count of hasds. After thet they all made out next
of kin forms. They filled cut a forw and wvhen they finishad this, which took quite some time, then
the revised numbers ware claar.
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Q. And so far ss that relates to mattars within your knowledge, it is true?
A. Yes. :

Q. And so far as it relastes to matters outaide your personsl observation, do you believe
the report to be true?
A. Yes, I do.

Counsel far the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers that teport in evidence &3 Exhibit 45,
Senior member: This may be admitted.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Does the board give permission for the document to read
at this time?

Senior member: If you think it desirable.
Counsel for the bosrd (CDR Glass ) Yo;.
Senior member: Very well,
At this time counsel for the board (CDR Glass) read Exhibit 45 to the board.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa ):

Q. Further to the helo participstion, Captain. This refers to six helos sesrching, one in
‘each sixty degree sector. You recsll you mentioned four before, would you 1ike to elaborate on
the position?

A. Yes, I didn't pick that mistake up. It atarted. off at six. I'm fust trying.to recall
when it reduced to four. It started at si{x and reduced to four during the day. I believe it
was down to four at s fally reasonable hour during the day. Arcund ten or twelve o'clock. I
would like to check on that one.

Q. Do you remember if the question of reducing the number was submitted to you for approval
or what?
A. No, this would be the Admiral's decision at this stage. This was an over all search.

Q. Admiral Crabb. He was deciding how many helicopters were needed to obtain maximum
coverage?

A. He had control of the over all search effort, But I think Lieutenant Commender Rogers,
who you have here to call, is the CO of the hele squadron. He will be able to clarify this.

Q. Further to your earlier ststement that in the initial moments it wasn't possible to pick
up everybody, are you able to elaborate on that?

A. 1 remember the complete anguish of two of the boat crew who couldn't pick up one chap
who was drowning. They had, each one had - were recovering one man from the water and couldn't get
scross to this other chap. They needed a little sedation when they got back on board. I imagine
there would have been other similsr cases.

Q. You know of one from the report to you. Do you have any reliable information that there
were others or is it pure speculation?

A. There i{s a report of two men going down in the suction of the ship. They were standing
on the keel of the ship a3 she went, the port side. There were people standing on the upper
- deck. We didn't see them sgain. ' .

Q. From your knovledge of reports made to you, you can speak only of three men who were lost
in that way?
A.  Yes,

Q. Are you able to tell us from your observation whether any of EVANS' inflatable 1ife
refts from the forward section of the ship were released from EVARS and became inflaced?
A. Not from my observation, mno.

Q. From any report to you, do you know?
A. No.

Q. With respect to damage control training in your ship, do you have any comment to make on
its effectiveness in the events which happened?

A. It was most effective. We had conducted a very concentrated series of damsge control
exercises and I believe it was in a high state of sfficiency and it worked very well indeed,

Q. Can you tell us whether the port boat was turned out bafore the impact?
A, Yen, sir.

Q. How much before?
A, It wvas the sea-boat and was turned out,

Counsel for the board: Counsel aaks 1f this would be a convenient time to break in proceedings.
Senior member: Yes, it would. We will have a brief recess.
The board recessed at 1037 hours, 19 June 1969,
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The board reconvened at 1105 hours, 19 Juns 196G,

All persons conbedted with the board, who wers present when the board sjourned, were again
Fresent,

Dounsel for the board (COR Gless): The board being in open session again, counsel would like
to point out that any person who may be & witpess before the board should witbdraw, Captain
Stevenson ia to be recalled.

EXAMINATION BY COUNEEL FCR THE BOARD
Questionz by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

Q. Captaln Stevenson, raturning to = question, which has been raised before, do we understand
correctly that you know of only one man who was in the water and accessible to be picked up by boat
or helicopter, but who was not reached in timet?

A, That is the only one I know of personally.

Q. Are you in position to give us amy reliable assessment of the dumage done to MELBOURKE?
A, Fot reliadble, no, I1'd prefer to leave it to .,,..

Q. Iz there scme person who 18 preparing an accurate survey of damage?
A. Admiral Crabb's Chief of Staff Technical, who 1s Captain Elldot,

.Q+ Did you call for a report from your supply officer with respect to the provisions he had
made available, and other action he had taken, for the relief of the survivors?
Ae Yel, I did-

Q. What is his name?
A. Commander Kemp. - e . .

Q. Would you look at this document, Is that the report which he prepared in obedience to
your requirement? (showing the witness a paper or papers).
A. Yes, it 4=,

Q. And are there matters in that report which are true within your own knowledge?
A, Yes, there are,

Q. And, so far as they aren't within your own imowledge, do you believe them to be true?
A, Yes, I do.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel mske that this report be received into svidence
as Exhibit 46. (Handing the exhibit to the Senior Member)

Senior Member: Yes, that will be received into evidence,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel does not deem it 1p necessary to read this document.
It relates to varicus provisions supplied and ememities furnished to the EVANS survivors.

Q. Captain, d4id you also call for a report from your Medical Officer, relating to the treat-
ment given to EVANS survivors on board MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, I aid.

Q. What is his name?
A. Comanier Parsons,

Q. And is thia document the report which he furnished in answer to your instruction?
A. Yes, it ip, ]

Q. And are there matters contained therein which are true to your own knowledge?
A, Yes,

Q. S0 far as regards those outside your knowledge, do you believe them to be true?
A, Yes, I do.

Qounsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers into evidence thisz document as Exhibit L7,
(Handing the exhibit to the senior member)

SBenior Member: Commander, one of these names is misspelled in the exhiblt as inlicated.
Counsel for the board {CIR Glass): 8o corrected.
Senior Member: It may be admitted.

Coungel for the board (CDR Glass): Likewise, with respect to this document, counsel cannot
see any purpose to be served by reading it. .
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Q. Captain, were there any communicetions passed to the men in the water or those on board
the after section of EVARS by means of the top side speakeps of MELEOURNE which may have originated

from the bridge?
A, FNo, the topside speakers of the MELBOURNE are the flight deck speaker system and that would

have been somewhat confusing to the helicopter operations.

Q. And they weren't used for,that purpose?
A. They wvere not,

Q. At this stage, Captain Stevenson, you are informed in relation to post collision matters
that you are privileged to make a further statement covéring anything relating to the subject matter
of the inquiry you $hink should be a matter of record and which has not been fully brought out by -
previous questions,

A. T would like to state that we recognize thie collision as a disaster, Nevertheless, the
courageous behavior of the sallors of both the EVANS and the MELBOURNE highlights the great
qualities of these young men of America and Australia, Thik was a time whén men thought not of
themselves, but in the normal tradition of the sea, riskedtheir lives to help others. When the
c¢risis was over and the survivors were resting, the sense of loss was tempered by one of comradeship
which was exemplified by Commander McLemore leading his men in three cheere for MELBOURNE as they
left by boat for the KEARSARGE. Finally, I would like to read the signal that I received the day
after the collision, It is from Admiral T, H, Moorer, the Chief of Naval Operations, United
States Navy. "At a time of sorrow for sailors everywhere, be assured that we stand with MELBOURNE
and the rest of the great Royal Australian Navy. Flease know our greteful appreciation for your
prompt, effective rescue operstion, without which the loss would have surely been greater.” The
MELBOURNE assures Admiral Moorer of her continued strongest admiration of the men, the ships and
the organization of the United States Navy. Thank you,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Captain Stevenson, sir, I believe I am correctly stating
the board's views in this matter whin I say that although you are excused from further attendence,
it is very likely that you will be asked to come back when all the evidence on the pre-collieion
aspect has been received, You are now excused subject to that recall, which will be . communicated
in due course. And the board thanks you for your attendance,

Senior Member: Thank you, very much, Captain,
Witness: Thank you, sir.

Leading Tactical Operator Christopher Btevens was called as a witneas by counsel, was duly
sworn and testified ax follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glasne):

Q. Leading Tactical Cperator Stevens, you have been called as a witness for thia board of
investigation which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURRE
and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may assist the board
in itz investigation. You are advised that the gvidence is being received in open session of the
board and that disclosure of clagsified informsation is not authorized during open sesaion, Bhould
the answer to any question which you are asked require you to disclose classified information, you
are requested not to answer the question but to advise the board that the answer would require you
to disclose classified information. In such case you will later be given the opportunity to testify
as to the classified information in closed session, However, if you can answer the question either
in part or in general terms without disclosing specific classified details, you should do so,
adviesing the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session, Is that clear?

A, TYes, »ir,

Q. I aiso tell you that under Australian law it is necessary to warn you that you may refuse
to answer any question, the answer to which may dmtend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture.
It will be for you to railse the objection and for the board to decide whether you must answer the
questior or not. Do you understand that?

A, Yea, alr,

Q. Fipally, I ask you on behalf of the reporter, to speak slowly and loudly, and yet, not too
close to the microphone. Would you please state your full names and your rank,
A. Christopher Stevens, Leading Tactical Operator, air,

Q. And on the night of 2nd - 3rd of June, were you a member of the ships company of MELBOURNE?
A. That is correct, sir.

Q. An2 what watch did you keep that night?
A, BStarting from two A.M., sir, - the watch ecompleted at eight o'clock in the morning.

Q. When you came on watch at two o'clock, this was to carry out the duties, was it Leading
Tactical Operator? .
A, Well, yes, sir, Actually the duty I was performing vas Yecman of the Watch, sir.

Q. Yecman of the Watch?
A. Yes, sir,
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Q. But among the duties of Yeoman of the Watch was included that of the Leading Tactical
Operator? )
A, That is right, sir,

te Q. And working together with you on the bridge, was there a Tactical Operator?
’ A. That is correct, sir,

Q. And what was his name?
* A. Tactical Operator Jacdbs, sir,

Q. Now, we're going to ask you, leading Tactical Operator Stevens, to explain to us the normal
way in which the Leading Tactical Operator and the Tactical Operator work the Primary Tactical
Circuit. Do you understand that?

A. Yes, gir,

Q. But, perhaps first I should ask You whether the normal system of working was observed that
night?
A. The normal system was observed that night, yes, sir,

Q. From the time you came on watch untl] tha collision, the normal practices were observed,
weré theyt
A, That is correct, sir,

Q. Now, what is the location of the Frimary Tectical receiver and tranemitter?
A. Well, the location is at the rear of the bridge, manned by TO Jacobs on the headset and
also on a loud speaker to the right of him,

Benlor Member: We can't hear that,

Witness: Well, the circuilt is manned by the crpernt',ér on ‘4 headset and also we h.ive the circuit
on the loudspeaker as well, S0 I could hear {t as well, )

Q. How loudly does the circult come over the loud apeaker. 80 as t0 be within hearing of
everyone on the bridge or not?
A. Audible for a couple of feet » 8ir,

Q. I take it you would atation yourself within that range so you could hear it?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Now, if the Captain wished to send a megsage out on the Primary Tactical Net, how wa=z it done?
A. Well, the Captain,... Well, I rormally stand by the Captain, sir. He tells me vhat he
wants passed out on the net, Then I would €0 over and do a grouping of necessary - group it up,
write it down for the operator on a Plece of perspexwith a Chinagraph pencil, He would then look
at this and pass out the signal from there. Then I would go back an report it, sir,
Q. Now just take it glowly,
Senior Member: Wrote it down on a plece of what?
Counsel for the board (CIR Glass): Plece of Perspex with a chinagraph pencil.
Witnesa: Or we bad mcribble PAlB.sus

Q. Well, do you remember what sort of material was being used on this particular right?
A. Well, I was using the chinagraph, sir,

Q. Chinagraph on perspex?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Is this what you said. That the Captain would tell you what message he wanted sent on the

Primary Ket?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And you would provide the hecessary call signs and do any pecessary coding that was called for?
A. That is correct, sir.

Q. And you would write down in this wvay the call signs and the encoded message on a plece of

perspex?
A, That is right, mir,

Q. And you would place this in the hands of Tactical Operator Jacobs?
A, Yes, air,

Q. And he would then transmit through a speaker of some kind, the memsage that you had given
- to him?
A. That's right, sir,

Q. And was that the manner in which he and you were operating during that watch?
A, Yes, #oir,

EGLASSITIED
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Q. Whose reaponsibility was it that night, and generally, to log the outward messages of
that kind? '
A, The Tactical Operator, sir,

Q. And at what time would he normally enter the outward massages in the log?
A. Usually ws he was passing the signal out, sir.

te Q. VWhere did he ksep the log in relation to where he was stationed?
A, VWell, he had the log directly in front of him, sir.

Q. Was he sitting or standing?
A. Bitting, eir.

Q. Did he have any degk in front of him, vhare he could write?
A. A bench, sir,

Q. And did you observe him during the watch logging outward messages, using the ordinary '
log and the bench provided?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. FNow, I want to ask you about the procedurs in relation to inward messages. What would the
Tactical Operator do when he received an inward message?

A. He would just call out "LTO", sir. I would go up to the log and witness the logging in
and again if there was any coding,,.. - .

Q. Just a minute, You would go over to him and look at the log?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Does that mean that you would look at what be-was then entering in the log?.
A. That is correct, sir, . .

Q. And would he enter it in the log exactly as he received it or after ceztain decoding had
been done?
A. As he received it, sir.

Q. As you observed the message as he logged it exactly as received, what did you dot
A. Then, if there was any decoding, I would then go to the book.,..

Q. If there was any decoding, yes?
A. I would go to the book and f£ind what it meant in Plain language, Then report to the Officer
of the Watch, sir.

Q. Did you write down any translation to hand to the Officer of the Watch? Or did you
deliver it by word of mouth?

A. It would all depend on the length of the signal, sir, 'If it were one of the common ones,
then it would be just translated verbally.

Q. Did you tell him what translated version to enter intc the log or 4id he translate it himself?
A. Borry, sir, I don't understand.

Q. OK, Just to clarify some of the earlier anawers you've given, LTO Stevens, What was the
distance from the position of the Tacticil Operator to the position where the Captain noermally stood?
« I'd say mbout ten feet, sir, .

Q. Apd was that the distance which existed that night during that watch?
A. The Captain was on the front of the bridge, sir. Bo the distance would have been a bit

greater,

Q. Well, how much greater?
A. Oh, four feet, sir.

Q. If you were standing next to the Captain, about 1i feet from the Tactical Operator; were
you able to hear the amplifier?
A. FNegative, air,

Q. You couldn't heart
A. Fot if T wes standing with the Captain, sir.

Q. Because, as I think you sald, you could only hear it within a range of a few feet, Was
the .speaker itself near where the Tactical Operator was sitting?
A. Yes, pir, Just to the right of the Tactical Operator, sir,

Q. Well, now we've got these two positions, that of the Tactical Bperator and that of the
Captain, and I understand you to say that there wxa about 14 feet between them. In what manner did
you move about between these two positions?

A, Well, I Just walked,

Q. Yes, you walked. I'm sorry. When the Captain wanted a mejsage sent, you would go over to
where he was, I take it?
A, That's right, sir,

) erea hSEED
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Q. And what would you than do with the zessage he gave you?
A. . I'd go straight back over to where the operator was, sir,

Q. Yes, and then translate anything that needed to be translated?
A, That's right, sir,

Q. Would you stay there within range of the speaker while he was transmitting the message?

A. Yes, sir. I always made 1t a habit of staying there while he transmitted a few feet awny,
balf ready to go as soon as it was passed out and receipted for, Then I would go tell the Officer
of the Watch straight awmy, sir.

Q. After you had reported that the message had been sent and recelpted for, where did you
take up your position?
A. Back next to the Captain again, sir,

Qs By that stage you would have been out of hearing of the speaker?
A. That 1is right, sir,

Q. Well, nov I want to ask you vhat messages you recall bhaving been sent or received in
MELBOURNE during the time you were on watch that might, Do Yyou remember the message from MELBOURNE
to EVANS "Take Formation ONE"%

A. Affirmative, pir,

Q. Do you recollect whether you heard a "roger” for that signal?
-~ As I eouldn't say that I heard a "roger", air,

Q. What waz the next measage that you remamber passing between the two ship's, inward or out-

ward?
A. After the "Formation OME", air?

e . .
.

Q. Yes.
A. Well, the next one after that was executed, sir, was, "You are on a collision course”,

That was from MELBOURNE to EVANS,

Q. What did you do about that?
A. Correction, sir,

Q. Yes? -
A. The next one after that was, "My course 260", sir.

Q. In relation to that message, where were you when the Captain gave it to you?
A, I was up by the Captain, sir.

Q. What did you do when he told you to send that message?
A, I went over to write it down on the perspex, and then encoded it in the numeral code, sir....

Q. Shackle code?
A. Yea, yes, It was passed out and recorded,

Q. TIn a little more detail, what did you do with it after you encoded it on the perspex?
A, Well, the Tactical Operator then passed it out, sir.

Q. VWere you there when he passed it out?
A, Affirmative, gir,

Q. What 414 you hear on the speaker? Not the exact words, but did you on the speaker, hear
him pass the message?
A, You cen't hear messages going out on the speaker, only incoming messages,

Q. Can you hear him, not through the speaker, but as he talks into the transmittert
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And did you hear him transmit through the apparatus in front of him?
A. Affirmative, sir,

Q. And 414 he do it in accordance with your signal?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall hearing any "roger” for that?
A. I can't say, sir. I don't recall.

Q. What was the next message that you knov of between the two shipat
A, Well, then it was, "You are on a collision courae", air.

Q. Who or:l.sinn‘l.'.ed that?
A, That was MELBOURNE, sir.

Q.. Who gave it to you?
A. The Captain, sir,

Q. And did that require to be written down by you!
A, Fegative, sir, I passed that verbelly to the Tactical Operstor, wir.

237



DEE FeCITlED

— b

Q. And vere you ahle t0 hear him transmit that?
A. Yes, »ir,

Q.  Did you heéar any "roger” from EVANE for that signal?
A. No, sir, At this stage, I just reported right back to the Captain that the mespsage had
s . been passed out, air. I didn't stay at my usual place walting for the "roger".

Q. What was the next message that you heard between the two ships?
A. Well, the next message was "My rudder hard left” from MELBCURNE, eir,

Q. Was that written down by you or not?
A. FNegative, sir. Passed verbally too, sir,

Q. Paased werbally to whom?
A. The Tactical Operator, air,

Q. Did you hear him transmit that?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Did you hear any "Roger" from EVANS for that?
7 A. Yes, sir. We passed it, "My rudder hard left". EVANS came back, "Roger, my rudder hare
risht".

Q. What was the interval of time between that message from MELBOURNE, the "roger” and the
message from EVANS,
A, Immediately, sir.

Q. Immediately? o
A. (Witness nods bis head in the affirmative),

Q. Going back to the message you mentioned earlier in which MELBOURNE gave her course. (Can
you tell us what the Captain's instructions to you were? - . :
A. "Tell EVANS my course is 260", sir. :

Q. Did he give you any inetructions as to whether you should encode it or not?
A, FRegative, gir.

Q. Who's decision was it to encode 1t?
A, Mine, sir.

Q. And was it the normel practice for algnals giving course to be encoded on thic operation?
A. Yes, gir, The security palicy in force calls for all courses and speeds t0O be given in
"shackle", sir,

Q. Who gave you those instructions? :
A. These are laid down, sir, I got them from the watch before me,

Q. Lald down - pasmed over by the watch before ¥ou. Do you suggest that you were given this
instruction by the man you relieved every time, or was this a standing instruetion?

A, Well, all the information, - it 1s all written up on another pilece of perapex and I conly
glanced down there to know what was going on, sir.

Q. And what does that plece of perspex have written on it with respect to encoding courses
in FRITAC messages?
A. Is i1t all right to speak about this, sir?

Q, VWell, pnot if it's classified.
A, Well, it is communications, sir,

Q. A1l right. Now LTO Stevens, have you ever sald anyvhere that the order of those last two
signals between MELBOURNE and EVANS was different from'.the order you gave here todayt
A, Affirmative, sir,

Q. Where was it that you put them in a different order] In what manper?
A. In my statement, sir,

Q. Would you explain to the board why you say now that the order in your statement was wrong?

A, Well, last night, air, I wvas reading the paper and one of the officers off the EVANS said
something about, "Roger, my rudder hard right", Tt Buddenly Just clicked in head that what I
have just told you happened. That!s the only reason for it, It hit me last t.

Q. Now, according to the best of your recellection nov, which of the two signals came on the

alr firat?
A. As I snid before, sir, wve put "My rudder 1s hard left” and he came streight back with
"Roger, my rudder hard right", sir,

Q. Now is this - this is Exhibit 11 = the Tastical Log that was being kept on the bridge that

night?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. An2 do you recognite the writing that appears in it?
A, Yes, air.

Q. Who's writing is it?
A, T Jamots, sir,
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Q. Are you abls to recollsct at what point of time he made the entries in this log in relation
to those two signals?
A. After be came back from shaking the Chief Yeoman, sir,

Q. When did he do that?
A. I can't remember, sir,

Q. Was if before or after the collision?
A. I think it must have been after the collision, sir.

Q. Give us an estimate how long after?
A. No, I can't, sir.

Q. Were you there vhen he made those entries?
A, Yes, gir,

Q. Do you see in the log, entries of aignals, before the last two, that you have been asked about?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When were they, according to your recollection, entered in the log!
A, As they were sent, sir,

Q. Do you remember anything else happening after those two messages went on the air?
A, Communications wise?

Q. On the ship. :
A, Well, there wus the two blasts sounded on the ship's siren, sir,

Q. Two blasts gounded on the ship's siren, yes? . _ .
A, And piped hande to collision station, sir, - ' .

Q. Can you reccllect what interval of time there was after the signal, "You are on alcollision
course”, and the firat of these last two signels?
A. T can't really say, slr,

Q. Now is it possible that "Roger, my rudder hard right" could have followed immediately after
the signal, "You are on a collision course™?
~ A. No, sir, no,

Q. Why is that not poasible?
A, Ue:l.l, it was at the time that it waas....

Q. Ue:l.l then, can you give us an estimate of tbhe time between "You are on a collision cou.rse
signal and the next signal between the ships?

A, The only way that T can tell you, sir, is by the relative position of the EVARS at the
time the signal was passed,

Q. Yes?
A. Ehe must have bespn 1500 yards away,

Q. What stage?
A, Well, vhen the signal was passed,"You are on a collision course” at least..., I'm sorry. 1
It's probably a rough &ftimate, but it will give you same indication on....

Q. Yes, and at the time of the last two signals, vhatever their order, how far awvay was the
EVANS?

A, Oh, far away enough, sir, so that when the last signal was passed, the comsion Just
about immediately foliowed,

e

Q. Well, I ask you ngd.n, you give ws any gtinte of the time interval between the gignal,
"You are on a collision ecourse”, and the signal that followed it - l.pprox:lntely‘r
A, Well, I stil] wouldn't J.‘lkn t0 ssy, #ir, because,...

Q. Very well, After you heard Jacobs pass the message, "You are on a collision course™, and
before the Captain told you to pass, "My rudder hard left", where were you standing?
A. T was by the Captaln sgain, by his chair, sir.

Q. And that puts you out of hearing of the loud speaker, doesn't it?
A. Just about, sir,

Q. When the message was sent, "You are on a collision course”, did you see EVANS?
A, Affirmative, air,

Q. ¥here was EVANE at that time?
A. Bhe wus on a course heading straight towards MELBOURNE, sir., 1'm not a great judge of
distances, sir, put it was a reasonable length away, sir.

Q. A reasonalle length is not wery exast,Can yrm do a bit better? Could you say not less than
so farand not more than so far?
A, Well, I'd.say between 1500 and 2000 yurds, sir.
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Q. And her relative bearing from MELBOURNE at that time?
A, Oh, I'd say about ten degrees off the port bow, esir.

I I

-t

Q. And was she showving any navigation lights?
A, Negutive, sir,

fenior Mexber: Ccsmander, may we reviev the moment of time that this position,...
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Yes.

Q. At the time you saw EVANS, as you say, about 1500 to 2000 yardz avay, and on the MELBOURRE
port bow, when wes that in relation to these messages ve have discussed?
A. That was about, "You are on a collision course"” was passed, sir,

" Q. Now you remember that moment of time when that message was passed by JACOBE, do you
remember?
A. I don't understand, sir.

Q. When that message was passed by Jacobs, where were you standing? ’
A, The, "You are on a collision course"?

Q. Yes.
A. I wvas sort of halfway between Jacobs and the Captain’s chalr, sir,

Q. Did you hear it passed?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. You were halfway between the two, going in which direction?
A. Well, I was ready to report it 6o the Captain as having been passed, 80 I wia looking
towards him, : ’

Q. Now I wonder if you would help us by retracing your movements from that point of time.
If I can help you, you have heard Jacobs pass, "You are on a colliesion course” and are halfway
back to the Captain, What did you do from that point in time and space?

A, Well, I went to the Captain's chair, sir, and told the Captain the measage had been passed,
He was on the forward part of the bridge and then just waited a few moments s then told me to pass,
"My rudder hard left,” which I did, sir.

Q. Fow could you be a littge more exact as to those few moments between telling him, "You
are on a collision course” was passed and his saying to you, tell them "My rudder hard left,"
A, Well, I think there were a few aeconds when nothing was happening, there was just silence,,..

Q. Nothing happened? Silence, yes?
A. Then the Captain ordered, I don't kmow whether it was befors of after he told me to pass
the signal, but he ordered the wheel over to port,

Q. Yes, Well, it's the estimate from you that we want.... The estimate from you that we want
i the time that intervened between your going back to him and reporting the collision course message
passed and his seying to you,"Tell them my rudder bard 1léft.” Can you give us your best gstimate
of that interval of time?
A, Do you actually want it in seconds, EHoneatly, things were happening just so fast that I
-can't put 1t into seconds,

Q. Mot in exact mmber of geconds, but spproximately how many? ,
A. Well, 1t could be anything from thirty seconds, I suppose, sir, to a minute,

Q. Thirty seconds to a minute, Well, after be had sald that to you, how long was it before
you got back to Jacobs and heard him transmit that signal, "My rudder hard lert,”
A. Could you say that again sirt

Q. TYes, you have just gytimated that it was thirty seconde to a minute from the time that you
reported to the Captain that the collision course message was passed and the time he agig to you, -
"Tall them my rudder hard left,” From the time he t0ld you that, how long was it before that
massage got on the air?

A. About two seconds, sir, Just enocugh time for me to take a couple of ateps.

Q. Two seconds, just enough time for you to take a couple of steps?
A. A couple of steps, to get to the position of theT0, sir,

Q. Did he transmit it as soon as you got to him?
A. Affirmative, sgir.

Benior Member: We will recess until 1330.

The board recessed at 1200 hours, 19 June 1969,
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The board reconvened at 1347 hours, 19 June 1969,

Al persons connected with the board who were pPresent when the board recessed
were again present

Counsel for the board (COR §lass): The board Is convened again 1n open session,
1f there are witnesses or persons who may be witnesses they are reminded that they
are net entitled to be present and should withdraw.

Leading Tactical Operator Stevens, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the
board, was reminded that he was st111 under oath and testified a5 follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. You mentioned during the last sessfon, that there was s speaker which on
thisAnigct cou:d be heard within a range of a few feet. Remember that?
. es, sir.

Q. Was 1t possible to increase the range within which 1t could be heard?
A. 1t 1s possible, sir, but by increasing the volume of 1t, 1t usually brings
in more distortion.

Q. And what was the usual practice as to the level of the volume of the speaker?
A. Well, Just that it could be heard from a few feet, sir.

q
A

Were there any other speakers beside that particular one, on the bridge?
There were, but the fact is that they were not activated, sir.
Q. You said, I think, that the last two entries in the log, "Rudder hard left,"
and, “Rudder hard right,” were made sometine after the signals were passed and
received. Remember that?
A. The signals what, sir?

Q. The signal, "My rudder* - you can look at the log 1f you wish - "My rudder
hard left", and, “My rudder hard right", were entered in the log sometimeA after
they were sent and received. '

. That is correct, sir.

What was the position as to time of logging in regard to the other signals?
A11 the other signals, sir, were logged as they were being transmitted, sir,

And what is the usual practice as regards the time of logging signals?
. The time, sir?

D PO BO

Yes. :
A. On my watch, sir, 1 make the Tactical Operator log the signals as he is
transmitting them, sir,

Q. And in relation to signals received, what is the practice?
A. Usually, they are being logged as received, sir, :

Q. You mentioned earlier that you heard a wheel order given by the Captain.
Do you remember what that was? :
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you mind repeating {1t?

A. “"Port 3D" and "“Port 35", sir, immediately after.
Q

A

.- 1 see. What was the interval of time between the two orders?
It was immediately after, sir. There was no interval.

Q. We didn't entirely hear what you said. Did you add anything after the words,
*immediately after” just a moment Rgo?
A. I can't remember, sir.

. 1 see. Well, I1'11 ask you the question again so you can fully answer it.
Uhutatiae interval was there between the two wheel orders, "Port 30, Port 3577
A. There wasn't any, sir, 1t was immediately after.

Q. Wil1) you look at the log in froat bf you? Do you see that the shackle groups
for the signal giving MELBOURNE's course 260 are written 1n?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, without mentioning them, do those groups appear to you to be the groups

that were transmitied tnat nignt?
A. No, ] wouldn't know, sir. I can't remember.

1
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Counsel for the board (COR Glass): The board has no further questions of you
LTD Stevens in open session, but at this time you have an opportunity to add any
matter that has not been brought out in questions and to state what you think should
T be placed on record before the board. Is there anything that you wish to add, of

an unclassified nature?

A. No, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): That being so, the hoard will now convene
in closed session with this witness and the members of the public are asked to

withdraw,

The hembers of the public withdrew from the board room.

Bt
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EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. LTO Stevens, you were going to tell the board in open sessfon what instructions
you were given about the circumstances in which shackle code should and should not
be used in passing messages. HWould you develop that matter, please?
. A. Well, the signal security policy in force is was two, sir, and....

Senior Member: I'm sorry, I could not hear that.

A. Sorry, sfr. The sfgnal security policy in force at the time code signal:
which could be valuable information to the enemy, had to be shackled up, sir, -
courses and speeds.

Q. And was 1t the practice then, at this time, invariably to shackle a message
as far as it gave course and speed?

A._ Yes, sir. If the message sounded of an urgent nature it would be passed out
in plain language, sir. But fn this instance it was not urgent, sir, because 1t was
;gger t?e EVANS started to turn, I think, and the Captain said, "Pass out my course

u’ sir.

Q. And can you tell us in what language you instructed the TO pass 1in plafn
language words, "My course"? .
A. MIKE CORPEN, sir.

Q. I think you have already said that you have no recollection of what the
shackle code groups were that were used.
A. That's correct, sir.

-

Q. In what manner did you determine what was the appropriate shnciTe group
to be used for this message?

A. By looking at the numeral code, sir, and picking out the group from there,
sir.

Q. Where was that kept?

A. MWe keep our copy under the Perspex, sir. It would just be one effective
page sticking through the perspex and the others covered by white sheet, sir. I
would pick out the group and write it down in brackets for the Tactical Operator,
sir, and then check it as the group 1s being passed out, sir.

Q. And this being some time after 0300 on the 3rd, what day did you use for

the shackle group?
A. A1l the days were written on the pages themselves, sir, in big red letters,

sir. We were using the day in force, sir.

Q. At what time did you change.... According to what zone time or time zones
did you change from one shackle page to another?
A. With a new day 1n ZULU time, sir. GMT.

Q. Do you recall whether you checked not only that you were giving the correct
shackle groups, but that the shackle groups entered by the TO in the log were the
ones you had given him?

A. I listen out as he 1s passing the message, sir. Therefore, I would be
listening out to be sure he passed out the group I had written down for him, sir.

Q. And did he, in relation to this signal, pass the correct group?
A. Affirmative, sir. .

Q. You mentioned in open session that the previous watch passed on instructions
to you by writing them on the perspex board. Do you remember that?
A. Yes, sir,’

Q. #hat were the instructions which were recorded in that way when you took

over at 02007
A. Well, actually, sir, the board had already been made up with 211 the infor-

mation 1ike flying courses, replenishment courses, zigzag plans and all that on
the board actually before., So, 1f there was anything, course changes, they were
changed on the board accordingly, so 1t is kept up to date, sir.

Whose responsibility is it to keep the board up to date?
The yeoman of the watch, sir. _

And was that you that night?
On that watch? Yes, sir.

You were the yeoman on that watch?
. Yes, sir.

Any other information besides the base course, speed and type of zigzag?
Screening plans in use, sir. The ship's stations on the screen.

O O 0 PO
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Q. What is tﬁe normal practice as regards the entr opposite the si
the log of the time when it is sent or regeived? v opP slgnal in

A. Well, the normal) practice, sir, is on completion of a send is the time that
is logged in the log, sir.

Q. And would this practice normally be followed?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You will note that it was not followed in relation to some of the si
about this time. How do you account for thig? sfgnals
A. With the times actually being omitted, sir?

Q. VYes. ’
A. If I can say here, well it wasn't - wes logged in after it happened, sir.
Therefore, he wouldn't have a time to put in, s‘lr.gg PP

Q. Is it or is it not the normal practice to report to the Captain or the
Officer of the Watch that a message has been passed before the action addressee has
given a “Roger"?

- It's not normal practice, sir. I usuall wait for a "Roger" and then
to the Officer of the Watch. Y . s en report

Q. And how do you account for the fact that that didn't happen this night?
A. 3011. 1t did happen right up until the last two signatls, sir.

Q. VYes. . '
A. And with the urgency of the factor, I just reported to the Captain that it
had gone out on the circuit, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD ' .
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Stevens, when you.... In one part of your most recent answer, there you
sald reporting to the Officer of the Watch.
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And in the other one you reported to the Captain. What 1s the practice in
this regard?

A. To speak in a loud and clear voice to the Officer of the Watch so the
Captain knows that the signal was interpreted correctly.

Q. And is this the practice regardless of whose direction you were following
in transmitting the message?

A. Yes, sir. Well, I'm responsible to the Officer of the Watch, as Yeoman
- of the Watch, sir, and the Chief Yeoman is responsible to the Captain. So as the
Officer of the Watch makes commands on the bridge, I have to report to him 1n a
loud and clear voice so that the Captain can also know as well, sir,

Q. And you would do this even though the Captain may have been the one to
issue the instructions for transmission of the signal?

A. Yes, sir. Because they are in close proximity you say, sir, and they both
hear. They both acknowledge by a nod of the head or say "Roger", or something, sir.

And {s it the practice to repeat back the message which you have transmitted?
.. Well, I have to repeat it, sir, so the Officer of the Watch knows exactly

what he has go to do, sir.

Py =]

But you don't use phrases such as, "Message transmitted, sir".
No, sir,

L »D

You repeat the entire text of that which you transmitted. Is that correct?

A. That's correct, sir. Excuse me, sir. There {s one thing. If it's a
delayed executive signal like the Formatfon ONE and it was fully explained to the
Officer of the Watch in the delayed executive part of it and the Captain said
execute 1t, I told the TO te execute and then ! made a report of the executive
signal for Formation ONE without explaining 1t all.

EXAHIN&TIDN BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. And could I ask - was the practice that you just described being followed
by you that night from the time of Formation ONE?
A. Affirmative, sir.

Q. I want you to assume a situation, LTO Stevens, where a tactical signal has
been encoded by you because it says to commence zigzag on a certain base course.
Now what person, if any, checks the correctness of your translation before it is
transmitted?

A. Well, I usually repeat back what the Captain says or when the Officer of the
Watch tells me what to pass - I repeat it back to him. Then go over and group it
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up and 1f my signals are delayed executive, therefore, they are passed over - they
are not executed until I have reported back, and report back exactly what's been

transmitted. And if the Captain s happy he will say, “"Execute", at the right

gime. 0%?e;uise. if there has been a mistake, he will query 1t and the signal wil]
e cancelled,

Q. But when you report back, do you report back your translatfon or just the
plain ?angu*age signal?

A. Well, the most commonly used signals are the ones used all the time, sfr.
I think I would Just use the groups, the groups going out.

Q. Well, {n this particular case where you have got a course to encode 1in
shackle would you report back to the Captain that you sent something using the
shackle graoups or not?

A. Negative, sir, Just the course, sir.

of the course into shackle code before or after it goes out?
A. Myself and the TO. He usually checks 1t too, sir.

Q. And does he have eccess to the shackle code sheets so that he cen check
what you have done?
A. Affirmative, sir. It's right alongside to the right of him,

Senior Member: Commander, the answer included the phrase, usuvally., Could we
examing that? .

Counsel for the board (CODR Glass): Right, sir.

Q. And with respect to the matters yvou haye Just discussed, about the TO checking
your shackle groups and so on, was that done on this night? ) .

A. Well, he doesn't have to check me, sir. All he 1s 1s the operator who has
to push out whatever we are going to put out, sir. Ig Just on my watch that he's
used to check as well.

Q. And did he, on this night, check your translation in the shackle code, as

far 2s you recall?
A. During the whole watch, sir, or just.....

This particular time from Formation ONE down to collision.
Well, the only one he would have 1s the course.

Yes.
And T can't say for sure whether he did check it or not, sir.

0 20 »o

- What was the position as regards the signalese, the call signs and things
of that nature? Who checked them?

A. The Chief Yeoman, the other yeoman and myself had got together, sir, and
because of the confusion there is with call signs in an exercise of this nature
we had all the commonly used signals like rescue destroyers taking station and
addressing the screen. They were all prewritten out, sir, end kept under the Sheet
of perspex, sir,

There on the perspex board as well,
On a sheet of paper underneath the perspex, sir.

What about the call signs of ships 1n company?
They are alil displayed on 2 large board Just to the right of the operator,

0 mO

sir,

. Well, at the time you were giving call signs and using signalese symbols,
was there anyone checking that you used the correct ones?

. Negative, sir. During the daytime the Chief Yeoman would normally do what
I do, to shackle the call signs in the signals, and all ] would do 1s report to
the Officer of the Watch, sir. But during the nfghtime hours the Chief 1is on the
bridge quite a bit of the time, and we would..... completing it would be our
responsibility.

G. Did this perspex board have on it the name and call sign of the rescue

destroyer?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And what name did it have on that night?
A. EVANS, sir,
Q.

Do you recollect what was, at the time for Formation ONE to collisfon, the
base course and speed of the formation?
A. I think it was 220, 18 knots, sir.

Q. Do you remember what the Zigzag number was?
A. 1t could have been 13 SIERRA, sir, but I wouldn't swear to 1t. -
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Q. What is the practice of the Chief Communication Yeoman as regards being on the bridge when
the Captain 13 there?

A. Well, he normally takes all the orders from the Captain, the signals from the Captain and
he encodes them and passes them to the TD, sir. I stand on the other side of the TO and pass the
information te the Officer of the Watch.

Q. When the chief fa there, the Chief Yeoman, what action do you take to check his translations
into shackle and call aigns and so on of thet nature?
A. Well, I do check all the shackle transmissions thet the chief puts out, sir.

Q. When were you on watch before 0200 on the night of the 2nd and 3rd?
A. During the dog watches, sir. Both dog watches.

Q. Both dog watches?
A. Affirmative, sir.

Q. Do you recollect any measage designating the rescue destroyer for the evening and night?
A. I think there wss a signal, eir, to the screen commsnder telling him from us to detail
off the rescue destroyer, sir.

Q. And do you remember any signsl being passed following that?
A. I can't remember it off hand, eir, but I should imagine there would have been omne, sir.

Q. Well, we are particularly interested to knov {f you remember any thing from the screen
commander and whether it was rogered for? .
A. No. I can't actuslly remember, sir.

Q. Is the Chief Yeoman usually on the bridge when the Captain is there?
A. Usually, yes, sir.

- -
c-

Q. Where was the Chief Yeoman that night? Where did the TO have to go to shake him?
A. In an office on the 277 platform, sir. It is one deck above the bridge, air.

Q. When did the TO go for him?
A. T can't remember sir.

Q. When you transmit a message with a collective call, and it'a a message of a delay executive
kind, what steps do you take to make sure that all ships have received the signal?
A. Well; we usually ask for 1 or 2 ships to receipt for the signals, sir.

Q. And does this apply both to the execution to follow signal and the execution signal?
A. Affirmative, sir,

Q. Could you explain thet a little further? Which ships do you ask to roger on behalf of all?
A. Well, if it's a signal addressed to all ships, alr, concerning one or two, then we get those
to receipt for the signal. If ft's a signal to all ships concerning the whole lot of them, sir,
we just pick two ships-one or two ships at random to roger for the signal, sir.

Q. And how do you pick them? How do you let them know that they have been picked?
A. At the end of the signal you give their call sign and say, "Over".

Q. 4And do you choose during & given period the same ships for this purpose or do you vary?
A. Well, we try and vary it, sir, but it's hard to remembar which ships you had used before,
sir. As T said, you juat pick them at random, air. ’

Q. 4And wap that the practice not to regard the signal as being received by all until the
designated ships hed receipted for at?
A. That's right, sir.

Q. 1In relation to the FORMATION 1 signal, was that passed to be immediately executed or to
be delsyed in execution?
A. Delayed in execution.

Q. And was the execution signal passed?
A. Affirmative, sir.

Q. How long afterwards - do you remember?
A. 8o, I don't remsmber.

Q. When you are picking tepreuhtltlve ships to receipt for signals, and you have an execute
signal, and a delayed signal, do you choose the same shipa for each one of the two ., . « or different
shipe?

A. Well, I can't really remember, sir. It's just sort of something that you do every day and
you can't remember if you did it to the same ships for tha delayed executive and the executive
signal, sir.

Q. Assuming that you hed 5 ships or so in company, would it ever happen thet you would only

ask one ship to receipt for & collective message?
A. 1t could happen that you ask one ship, yes, sir.
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Q. Would it ewetr happen that the one ship that you asked to receipt on bahelf of all of them
was your own ship?

A. 1t shouldn't happen, sir, but I suppose you could point to a call sign, and seeing, you
know, a ship like ours had so many call signs and we would answer for it. I think I can recollect

that happen‘.l.n‘ once, sir.

Q. ‘When can yau recollect it happening?
A. It wasn't on this night, sir. It could be & few nights before, sir.

Q. And what was the reason for it heppening in that way?
A. T asked the operstor to ask one ship to receipt, sir, and he just waw the first ship's
call sign not realizing that it was ours, sir.

Q. Did you get a receipt for 1it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. If MELEQURNE is asked to receipt for a signal, where i¢ the receipt given?
A, From the bridge, sir.

Q. By the same man that sends out the eignal?
A. That's right, .eir.

Q. Would it ever happen thet the man that sends out the signal would ask for a receipt from

MELBOURNE and give one?
A. In this instance it did happen, sir.

Senior Member: I believe the Board has no further queastions, the answers to which may be
classified, I know of only one in the unclassified area, sc I think we should proceed with that
one in open session.

Counsel for the Board: Yes, sir. As in the case of the qpen session we now give you an
opportunity to add anything that you believe should be placed -on record of a classified nature
vhich has not been brought out by the questions eo far. Is thare anything of a classified nature
that you wish to add?

LTO STEVENS: Ro, air.

Counsel for the Board: The Board is convened again in open session. You are bound by the
oath you took previously, LTO STEVENS., We have this queaticn to ask of you.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TEE BOARD
Queations by counse! for the Board (CDR GLASS ):

Q. You have said in your earlier testimony that lt.nm stage the TO left his station to
shake someone? Who was it that he went to shake?
A. The Communications Chief Yeoman.

Q. Can you tell us when he left in relation to the time of the variocus signlll we have been

dimcussing?
A. Well, T don't know the exact time he left, sir, but it mugt have been, it was sfter the

lagt two lignnln concerning the rudder, esir.

Q. You recollect that do you?
A. Yes, sir. He wap there to pass those, sir, and to receive. I don't remember him going,

sir.

Q. Was he absent at any time from FORMATION 1 signal to the pessage of thoss last two signals?
A. Negative, sir. .

Q. And when was it when he logged the signals in the book which were not logged as soon as
they were received?
A. I beg your pardon, sir?

Q. I think you said ~arlier that he logged certain signals otherwise than at the moment they

were received and sent. When did he do that?
A. Well, he did that as goon as he came back on the bridge again, sir. That's vhan the Chief

Yeoman was present, sir.

Q. And how long was he away?

A. Well, I don't know the time ha left, gir, so I can't say. It didn't appear - I didn't
know that he was gone so I didn't know.

Q. Bow far did he have to go to get to the Cbict’ Yeoman?
A, The deck above, sir.

Q. How long would that normally take?
A. Well, if ha wvalked it, I suppose it would take 30 seconds or wo.

Q. And you could do better if you were running?
A. Yag sir.
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Senior Member: The Board has no further quéstions of this witness.

’ . Counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS ): 1Is thare anything that you wish to say in open session
additfonal to what you have slresdy said. You have this i{nvitation before but it is being extended
again.

(- LTO STEVENS: DNo, sir.

The witness was warned and excused and withdrew from the Board room.

&n;'l/ Counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS): The Board now calls Tactical Bperztor Rodnay Jacobs.
\

Tactical Operator Rodney Jacobs, Royal Australian Navy, wae called as a witness for counsel
for the Board, was sworn and testified as follows:

Counsel for the Bosrd (CDR GLASS): I neglected to peint out that in sccordance with usual
practice, persons who are witnessas or who may be witnasses are required to leave the Board room.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD
Quutlo'm by counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS ):

Q. TO Jacobs, you've been called ag a witness for this Board of investigation which is
inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and U.S.S. FRANK E.
EVANS, because it is underatood that you have evidence which may assist the Bosrd in its
investigetion. You are advised that the evidence 1» being received in open session of the Board
and that disclosure of classified information fs not suthorized during open session. If the
answer to any question which you are asked requires you to disclose classified information you
are requested not to answer, but to advise tha Board that the answer would so require you to
disclose classified information. In such case you will be given a later opportunity to testify
as to the clagsified information in closed session. However, {f you can answer the quastion
either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific classified details you should do
so and advise the Board of your desire to amplify the answer in later closed sassion. Do you
understand that?

A. Yes, air.

Q. Under Austrslian lsw, it {s neacessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question
the ansver to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeifture. It will be for you to
raise the objection and for the Bosrd to decide whether you must answer the question or mot. Ia

that also understood?
A. (The witness nodded in tha affirmative).

. Would you please state your name and rank?
« Rodney L. Jacobs.

. Your rank 1is?
+ Tactical Operator.

» Yes, sir.

» And were you a member of that ship's company on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June last?

Q
A
Q
A
Q. Awnd are you the member of the ship's company of BMAS MELBOURNE?
A
Q
A. Yes, sir.

Q. 4And did you stand a watch on the night on which the cellision occurred?
A. Yes, sir.

@. When did you arrive on the bridge for that purposa?
A. At 0150, ofr.

Q. 0150, to take over watch at what time?
A. 0150, air, :

Q. And with vhat other communication rating were you stending that watch?
A. LTO STEVENS.

Q. And did you and he constitute the communications steff until the time of the collision?
A. Yas, sir.

Q. In order to do your work, where were you stationed?
A, I was at the desk where the Tactical Operator site, aeir.

Q. You were at the desk where the Tactical Operator eits?
A. Yaa, oir.

Q. And what apparatus did you have for the purpose of receiving and sending signala?
A. A wmicrophone and a headaset, sir.

Q. And if & message was to be sent from the ship which originated with the Captain what happened

before it got to you?
A. It would be passed to the LTO, sir. He weuld encede it inte a coded signel to be put out

on the efrcuit to all ships, sir.
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