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CEGLASSiflED 
IIftl Dt.Y 

The board reconvened in executive •••• iea at 0110 hour., 1. June 1969. Duri .. thi. ~.aion 
the board reviewed aad approved the prior day'. traucript and .. de executive deci81on. al to future 
proceedina' of the board. At the conelu.ion Chenof, the kard reconvened 1n open H •• ion at 1038 
heura, 18 June 1969. 

All per.ona COD.Dected vtth the board, who w:re pre-.ent when the board adjourned were •• atn 
present. 

Counael for the bo.rd. Let the record refllct that thi. 1. III open .e.,ion of the board and 
tMt Illyone who "1 be a witnel' .hould at thi' time w1tbdraw from the board room. 

Senior Member: At the conclu.ion of ye.terdl,', he,rina the board had before it • reque,t 
from I witne •• , Lieutenant (junior Ir,d.) aonald c. a..a.y, U. S. Wavy, that he be .. cu.ed from 
further Ittendance. LTJG Ramaey ha. a.ked, in effect. to be deallnated I party to the boaI'd'. 
proceedinal, aD. actioD which this bo.rd 11 DOt empowered to t.ake. 

~ver, having advi.ed LTJG aa.,ey that he i. ,u'pectad of the offen.e of a.gliBently 
bazarding I ~ •• el of the armed •• rvice •• the board recogni&e. hi. risht to te~nate his interview 
a. to that .. tter at any tiue and for any r .. son. 

Thl. right t. gr.nted to LTJG I .... y by tbe Unit.d St.t •• Un~form Cod. of Hl11tlry JUltic •• 
ieterpretive ~ourt deci.ion., .nd the u. S ••• vy Judge Advocate General Manual. The Board will 
continue meticulously to comply with the •• ndates of that Code .nd the Manusl in the protection 
of the rllhta of all person. who have an intere.t in theae proceedinas. 

Should LTJG Ramsey later ch.nge hi. po.ition and decide to testify, the board would be pleased 
to receive hil teatilllO!1Y at any time before it compleQ". lta-:present •• a1gnment : 

At this time the board will proceed to bear the te.timony Df other witne'.es. 

Lieutenant (junior grade) a. T. E. Bowler, III, U. S. Navy, was called aa a witness for 
counsel for the board, was duly wworn and te.tlfied •• follows: 

l!XAIIINATIOII BT COU\ISEL rlJl Til! 1ICl.\RD 

Que.tion. by counsel for the ~.rd: 

Q. LTJG !owler. you have been called .s • ~tnea. for the board of investigation which is 
inquiring into the circum.tances .urrounding the colli.ion of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS PlANK E. EVANS, 
because it is understood that yo~ have evidence that ~y aasist the board in this investigatlon. 
You are advised that the evidence is being received in open 'e •• ion of the board and the disclosure 
of cla.sifiad inform.tion 1s not authorized durlna open .ea.lon. Should the answer to any question 
which you are •• ked require you to di.clo.e cla •• ifi~d:iDformation, you are. requested not to .n.wer 
t"he questlon but to advise the board that the anaver would require' you to di-scu •• classified 
information. In .uch ca.es, you will later be given the opportunity to teltify a. to classified 
information in dosed s-ession. Howew'r. if you can answer" question either in part or in 
aeneT.l terms, without di.cloling specif.ic cla.sified detail., you .hould do .0 advising the 
board of your desire "to amplify in later elosed .e.aion. Under United Statea law, no witneas 
.ay b. compelled to anaver any question. the anawer to which III, tend to incriminate him, and you 
.. y refuse to answer any .uch questionl. Would you .tate your na.e, grade and present organization? 

Ii. It. T. I ...... 1.r. III. Ll.u"",,"t (junlor arode). u. S. ".VY. tlSS FRANK E. EVANS (DD 754). 

/1.11 •• that )'WUr ..... _ .. Cl_·Oft '*" IIItrd af._t 
IA. ~ •••• h'. it .... " . . . 
Q. To what duties vere you as.ilned on board USS nARK I:~ IVAWS ·Oft the ntaht of 2 atad 3 June? 
A. 1 waa the CtC Off1cer. That va • .,. job on board, I .a. aha the Officer of the Deck on 

the 20-24 w.tch on the nlght of 2 June. 

Q. \low I"", have you •• rv.d •• CIC Officer 011 I.o""d tlSS PlAB II. EVANS? 
A. Approxl .. tely 13 .,nth ••. 

Q. \low 10111 ...... )'WU be.n ~u.11f1.d •• Officer of the Deck for fleet ."....U01l.? 
A. ApJ!TOxlaately 8 -=»nth •• 

Q. Bad)'ou b.d .ny prior experience Oft Kher .Ilip. priO!' to comne to nAlIIt I. IVAlIS! 
"A. My onl, experience on other .hip. VII' on eruiae. while I W8 ilt the .a.al Aca • .,. 

Q. Invltinl feur attention t.o the 2000 to 2400 watch 011 tile Heond .t. JaM, could you stata 
the _.ther condition. dudne that period! 

A. The .ea wa. cat. and the Iky ••• clur.· 1'tle ..-eta "" _t _t. It,'VU Dtqe ... a by tl ..... 

Q. And ... that tho condltl_ of the _t"r .t t .. tI ... "'" wr .... 11_ .t ._ aidlllgllt7 
A. t •••• 11', it .... 

Q. _ld)'OU ..... the other ofther. _ .. e ...... tell witll "'" .t that I_t 
A. te., .ir, I WI. OfUceT .f the Deck, t_ Jtd1er OfficeI' o"f the Deck ..... Baeip eII--. 

tho CIC Watch Officer _. LTJG "'rphy oad tho "ahtaat CIC •• tch Officer ... lDoip Pdt ••• 
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Q. -Without disclosing classified detaill, would you .tate the disposition of the formation at 
the time you went on watch? 

A. When I alsumed the watch. the acreen wa •• two layer acreen, three .hip inner acreen, two 
ship outer acreen. However, when I assumed the watch we were proceeding to the •• tern atation. 
one thousand yards behind MELBOURNE. 

Q. Would you .tate the names of the other units 1n company at that time? 
A. USS JAMES E. ItY!S, USS EVERErr F. LARSON, ItINZS BI.\CKPOOL, and !tiS CLEOPATRA. 

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the fOrm8tion at that time? 
A. To my best recollection. it wa. 185 at 16 knot •• 

Q. Wa. the formatton zigzagging? 
A. At what time wal this. air? 

Q. When you assumed the watch? 
A. When I alsumed the watch, the f~rmstion w •• not .lgzIgging. 

Q. At any time during the watch, did the ba.e course and speed of the formation change? 
A. No, sir. to my knowledge it didn't. 

Q. You indicated that at the time you were proceed!n" at the time you relieved the watch, the 
ship was proceeding to formation'One estern of MELBOURRB. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, air, that is correct. 

Q. At approximately what time did EVANS reach it. position in Fo~tion One? 
A. I would say between 2000 and 2015. 

Q. At that time what did the remainder of the formation, the .hips in company, do? 
A. At approximately 2030, three ships, BLACKPOOL1·CLEO~~TRA and KYE~ were bro~n off. They 

~er~ det~ched to proceed to engage exercise units in an exericae that was being conducted. We 
remained in the station astern of MELBOURNE. and the LARSON remained in formation, although not 
aRsigned a specific station. 

Q. Was that the exercise we have heard referre~ to a. the SAGEX? 
A. Yes, sir, it was. 

Q. you indicated ~hat you stayed astern of HELBOURNEi for approximately what period of time? 
A. We stayed astern of MELBOURNE, a8 I remember, quite awhile - during the whole SAGEX, 

which was a good hour to two hours, - and then, upon completion of the exercise, the other units 
were told to rejOin and a ne~ acreen was set up, and then we proceeded to a new acreening atation. 

Q. Can you describe the new position you took in the new acreen? 
A. Yes, sir, we were on the starboard wing of a 3 ship inner screen, and there was also a 2 

ship outer screpn. We were on a bearing from 240 to 280 from the carrier, 3 to 5 thousand yards. 

Q. At any time during your watch, did you return to the RESDES station or to Formation One? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At approxi~tely what time? 
A. Again, to my recollection, it was approximetely 2230. We were ordered to go to Formation 

One station a thousand yards astern of HELBOURN!. 

Q. ~w was the signal received? 
A. The signal was received via the RT circuit on the ~r1dle. 

Q. Was that the primary tactical circuit? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At that time, do you recall the base course and speed of the fo~tion? 
A. To my knowledge we were taking station on hi. flight CORPEN, which wa. 180. 

Q. At the time, was the form.tion zigzagging? 
A. Yes, I should say immediately prior to our being ordered to station. the fo~tion was 

zigzlgging. However, the orc came up with a signal which cea.ed zigzagging. 

Q. Without identifying the exact number of the plan, can you give u. the sourCe of the plan? 
A. Yes, .ir, the source of the zigzag plan wa. OPORD P.X 39. 

Q. I show you exhibit one. Is that the OPORD? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
remain 

A. 

And on this occlsion, when EVANS went to the rescue destroyer atatton, how long did it 
in that statton? 
I think apprOXimately 45 minute.. I would •• y • half hour to 45 minutes. 

Q. And on either of the two occa.iona you have mentioned, vaa the Captain on the bridge for 
either all or part of the time? 

A. Yes, sir. the Captain was on the bridle but not for all of it. AI I laid on the first 
oce •• ion. I •• auaed the watch while we were OD the way there. The Captain was up there and I don't know 
when he ca .. up to the bridge. Ibwver, on tbe inatance when I took it to ltation the whole way. 
The Captain w.. up there for the end of the maneUVer. However, I would like to· .ay that I did not 
lnform the Captain until we were well on the way to .tation becauae the algnal given .. wa. an 
i ___ diate execute to Formation One, which preclude. the opportunity to inform before you start to 
go to atation. 
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Q. I, that. nor..l vay to receive the 8ianal - the '-.ediete execute? 
A. 10, not for a Porm One, it 18n't. no, air. 

Q. Whell did you inform the Captain on the aecond Dcc •• 1on? 
A. Well, I turned, came around and as loon .1 I WI. abaft MELBOURNE's beam. and 1n ~ mind 

safely out of the way of the carrier, paat CPA In other worda. I called up the Captain and told 
him we were proceeding towards rescue destroyer atation. He c..e up to the bridge shortly after 
thllt. 

Q. Had you any prior notice •• to the approximate times that you would be ordered to rescue 
destroyer station? 

A. The ore, 1 should .8Y eTF, CTG 472.1, put out • me ••• ge, I think at le •• t 12 hourI prior, 
which stated the times that MELBOURNE expected to go to flight operations. 

Q. 
A. 

Had you leen such a plan for the period of your watch? 
Yes. sir, I had. 

Q. 
A. 

at all. 

Do you recall the approximate times that flight operations were called for? 
No, sir, I don't. I think one W8S 8t approximately 2200, but I can't say ~th eertainty 

Q. Do you recall the approxim.te position of EVANS in relation to the carrier at the time 
the first· I'm sorry - at the time the second order Form One was received? 

A. Yes, sir, as I remember we were in that screen .tation, 240 to 280. In other words, we 
were on the starboard bow of the carrier. 

Q. Do you recall. specifically, based on the leg of the zigzag t,hat you were -on at the Ume. 
th3t you were on the carrier's starboard bow? 

A. No, sir. As I said earlier, before we were ordered to station, he came up and g.we us 8 

signal fro~ ATP leA). Volume Two, which said to cease zigzagging and return to the base course, 
.hieh I remember as 185. At that time we were on the ~tarbo.rd bow of ME~OURNF.. : 

Q. And what mBneuver did you use to assume your rescue destroyer station? 
A. I did n U-turn, t came right, away from the carrier, and kept coming right till I steadied 

on approximately the reciprocal of his course. When I was well abaft his beam and past CPA. I 
then c~me further right 8nd slipped in astern of him. 

Q. Was either you or the carrier using naVigational lights at this time? 
A. The arc had come up and darkened the ships. Th. screen@d ships navigation lights, however, 

had been left on, and during the maneuv@r we were at darken ship. However, when I got to stotion 
astern we went to a lighting measur£ which he used during flight operations. 

Q. Do you recall where his red and green side lights are placed? 
A. As I remember they were forward of the island. 

Q. Upon completion of the second rescue destroyer assignment, did you receive orders to 
return to the screen? 

A. Yes, sir. we did. I proceede~ to the acreen again on the starboard side of the c8rrier. 

Q. no you recall if the Captain ~as on the bridge at this tlme, or any part of it? 
A. Proceeding back to screen station? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Again, 85 I remember, he came up eoward. the end of the msneuver. 

Q. Did you call him when you received the ailnal? 
A. Yea" air. I did. 

Q. Where did you find him? 
A. I think he was in the wardroom, or in his inport c8bin. I can't remember. 

Q. Did you receive 8ny recommendations from CIC as to courses and apeeds to follow in any of 
the msneuvers you made, either going to or returning from rescue destroyer atation? 

A. Yes, sir. I received them for 811 the maneuvers I ~de th8t night. 

Q. Did you check the recomaendations made by CIC youae1f? 
A. Not in every case, but in one case I did, ye8, .ir. In the other ca.e my JOOD did check 

the solution. 

Q. And what .y.tem did you have ~tween yourself, your 300D and CIC in checking zigzag legs 
during the period of your w8tch? 

A. We had the oper8tion order. which you have in front of you, open to the proper zigzag plan 
and I had my JUnior Officer of the Deck, Mr Osawa, write down on the part of • plastic maneuvering 
board we h8d on the bridge, that was pe~nently affixed to a table on the bridge, the upcoming 
&igzag plan and the expected cour.e. for apprOXimately the next half hour in advance. CIC WDuld 
have the courses for the entire zigzag plan and approxi .. tely 2 to 3 mdnut .. before an expected 
course change, CIC would come out with their recoaaend.tion .8 far .s tilDe .nc! course. I would 
check with ~ Junior Officer of the Deck, Mr. Ogav8. for concurrence. If they didn't concur, 
then I would look into the problem. If they concurred, tben I .ssumed they vere correct. 

Q. During the period that you were dgz8gaiDl did you bave .ny trouble remaing in your sector? 
A. Re, .ir. 

200 



· ._- -. -- .. _-_._-- .----
( n£Ct~SSIFI£D 

Q. At ".~time during the watch did you receive tbe Copt.in'. Right Order Book? 
A. Yes. air, 1 received the light Orde.r look at .pproxl .... tely 2100. 

Q. The board understands that book conat,ted of 3 parta. The atlnding ordera, details as to 
disposition and loforth, and tbird part for specific detail. for the night'. operation. II that a 
fall' .tRte~nt I. to what it contained? 

A. Yes, all' .. 

Q. Could you atate for the board any p.rtieul.r reeollection .8 to the feature. of the third 
part - the upcoming maneuverl, and the anticipated movement. that night and .ny special instructions 
for tluot night? 

A. Talking about the third part of the night ordera, as you .aid, there wa. mention of the 
upcoming SACEX and instructions to keep the Captain informed about this and anything that happened 
concprning the SAGEX. There were a1ao instuctiona concerning the renewal of zigzag plans, the 
rules for zigzag plans, when to ItOP, when to continue zigzagging and so on. There was also a 
point insuring that you remain five hundred yards awey from your screen boundaries 10 al not to 
get close to any other screening ships. I think there was s point in there about being prepared 
for going to rescue destroyer Itation. 

Q. Is it your understanding that EVANS was desigDAted for rescue destroyer during the night 
of 2 and 3 June? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall bow you reached that understanding? 
A. I believe it was on a message that came out that gave the ore'. intentions for a certain 

specified period of time, and as I remember we were designated the rescue destroyer ship. 

Q. You laid, you believe. Is that firm knowledse? 
A. No, sir. That's just I think. 

Q. Did you discUIB the subject with the Captain? ~. : 
A. Yes, sir. I didntt read the message. On my watch, the Captain re~d the message boards, 

and he made SOllIe statements to me about that we were rescue destroyer ship again. 

Q. GOing back to the night order book, do you recall 1f there were any special instructions 
as to the Captain's desire to be called during the night? 

A. You are talking ahout ?art l' 

Q. No, sir, part 3. Were there any special instructions about beina called during that 
particular night? 

A. As I remember, sir. the only special instruction. about calling him wal pertaining to 
keeping him well informed concerning the SAGEX on the 20-24 watch. 

Q. 
during 

A. 

Do I understand that there are standing night ordera giving instructions for calling 
the night? 

Yes, sir. There is a 4 or 5 page typewritten instruction. 

Q. I've handed you exhibit 13, and ask you if you recognize that as the Itanding instructions 
- standing orders covering night orde~s? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. you'll note that there are certain apparent pen and ink changes, do you attach any 
significance to those? 

A. No, sir. The pen and ink changes didn't appear in the regular night order book. It was 
just limpl~ the typewritten portion. 

Q. Do you hove any knowledge .. to whether the typewritten portion of this hod been _dif1ed 
1n any way, ~y oral or other means, by the com.anding officer? 

A. I wouldn't say modified, but the rule auch aa atlying 500 yards from your screen sector 
were pretty standard rules on the ship, although it didn't appear in the standing night orders. 
I wouldn't call them modifications but an addendum to that. 

Q. Had there been any instructions aa to ••• Let me correct that. Bad there been any relaxation 
or changes in the occasions on which to the Captain wiahed to be called? 

A. No, air. 

Q. would you .tate your underatanding as to the Captain'a orders concerning a call in ca.e 
the .hip is called to relcue deatroyer Itation? 

A. Rot only if the Ihip il ordered to relcue deltroyer Itation, but, lenerally whenever the 
ship was to move from one poaition to another in any foraation the Captain was to be informed. 

Q. 
A. 

places. 

What method would you, as the Officer of the Deck, ule to inform him? 
Normally, I would call him on the interior phone circuit. He was normally in one of three 

His lea cabin, his inport cabin or the wardroo.. That vas the norm.l aethod. 

Q. And vhat would be hi. action in such ca •• a' 
A. Well, it vas dependent. 11. nona-I action? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I would ,., it dependl upon leveral thinas, the complexity of the m.neuver, the complexity 

of the for.ation, whether it va. day or niaht and·whether he felt that from what you told him, you 
knew exactly what you vere dOina up there. 
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Q. Were you obliged to call the Capta1n for each cha~~e of course and speed you made while 
patro~ng·your sector? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How did you receive that modlfcatlon to the night order.? 
A. As far 88 1 know. it wasn't in the night orders not to call him. You were to call him 

every time you had 8 fonutlon course change or for .ay flight CORPEN. However. the Captain 
wanted us to patrol station vigorously. It would be an almost impossible task to call him 
every time you changed course while patroling station, because you change course almost constantly. 

Q. You indicated earlier that at the time you took rescue destroyer It8tion. the carrier was 
dlsplnying navigation lights? 

A. As I remember, yes, sir. it was. 

Q. Were there any other lights being shown by the carrier? 
A. With carriers it is sometlm~s hard to tell whether the lights that are showing .•• whether 

they mean to show or not. They hAve a lot of spaces that light comes out of no~lty. The 
~~LBOURNE had a large array of red lights on her stern which she showed most of the time at night. 
I have no idea what the purpose of these lights is. I know they weren't standard navigation 
lights, but the carriers certainly have different lighting requirements from the de9troyers. so 
they shO\ol a lot of different lights at a lot of different times, and it 1s sometimes hArd to tell 
what they arc showing and why their showing. 

Q. Did the lights shown by MELBOURNE. in any way, cause difficulty 1n recognizing the aspect 
that she mlsht have? 

A. No, sir. ~el1, again I should say lt's certainly easier to look at a destroyer with her 
navigation .lights on. and get an aspect, than it is to look at a carrier and, ln tbis case the 
HEtBOOR..'l!, with her lights on. But 1f you used your binoculars and looked at the MF.:T..BOlTRNE, you 
c!icn't howe nny difficulgy in obtaining her aspect. 

Q. You nre spe~kin~ specifically of the night of.:~ 
A. I'm speaking of the ni::;:lt pf 2 June, yes, sir. 

Q. At any time during the 20 to 24 vatch. did you receive any time checks from anyone in the 
forc~? 

.\. No. sir. I didn't receive a time check per se. However, during one of the zig?ag plans 
the ore cam. ... out with a signal lJhich means to synchronize all dgzag clocks. which in effect 
Is <! time check. 

Q. }-b". many time.; did this occur? 
A. Once to my knOwledge. 

Q. You received certain messages containing numerals in coded form, is that correct? 
.\. Yes. ~ir. 

Q. Hell.,. did you handle th~ decoding of those messages betwE'en yourself. the. JOOD and CIC? 
A. Normally, at least during this exercise, I had the JOOD, Mr. Ogawa, guarding the 

communication circuits and also keeping the communication log on the bridge. When the signal 
would come over the numbers in code, he would write it down in the book. I would remove the code 
sheet from the rack underneath the table on the bridge and he would repeat back the code and then 
I w0i,11d go down and break it. Meanwhile, CIC was doing much the same procedure in there, and 
they would pass it out via the sound powered phone circuit for concurrence with my solution. 

to 

the 
and 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
CIC? 

A. 

Did this procedure result in any descrepancles during this watch? 
!olo, air. 

Dld you receive any aignal by visual Beans from MELBOURNE during the period of your watch? 
I donlt recall, slr. 

In the event that such signals are received by the bridge, how are those signals passed 

On the bridge, and in CIC and on the signal bridge there is a voice box that is called 
29MC. The signal bridge would simultaneously paas it to tbe bridge and CIC. and the bridge 
CIC would both receipt for the signal. 

Q. You indicated that the Junior Officer of the Watch vas guarding the primary tactical 
circuit. Was that the entire period of the watch? 

A. Yes. lir. 

Q. Were you also listening to the primary tactical circuit? 
A. Yes, sir. Well, we have speakers on the bridge and when I saw guarding, he was dong the 

talking. He had the handset and was answering and receipting for any signals that came our way. 

Q. But you were listening? 
A. Well, we alao had it on 8 apeaker and I was 11.tenina, ye8, air. 

Q. Did you note the quality of reception of the pr~ry tactical network during your watch? 
A. I would aay that it was good. 

Q. Were there any problems with lt' 
A. With the quality of reception? 
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Q. Any problema. 1n .ny respect, with the operation of the primary tactic.l circuit? 
A. "In my mind there were no problems. However, two tlsk group. were operating on the primary 

tactical net and when more than one task group set. on • net like that. it certainly ha •• 
potentiality fOJ: confusion. 

Q. Did you have any trouble understanding any ..... ge8 that were addresaed to EVANS or the 
group as a whole? 

A. No. s1r, I didn't. 

Q. Did you have any trouble having your mes.agea received by the addresaees of them? 
A. Specifically on the 20-24 watch or in general? 

Q. During the 20 - 24 watch7 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall whether the formation commenced zigzagging when you rejoined the sereen .fter 
the second time that you· had been to the rescue destroyer st.tion? 

A. When, or did it? 

Q. Dld it? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Do you recall the approximate time? 
A. It was ahortly after 2300. 

Q. I think you can answer this question in open a.8810n. Do you recall the zigzag plan 
designated? 

A. Yes, 13 SIERRA. 

Q. 
A. 

Can you recall a base course that waa aignaled? 
Again, I believe the base course was 185, but z· c.n'~.aay with anf degree o~.cert8inty. 

Q. 
things 

Have you had any chance to refresh your memory since the event - by any logs or other 

,\. 
of that nature? 

No, I hllven't. 

Q. Do you know from your personal knowledge whether any logs were recovered? 
A. No, as far as I know all the radio loga, quartermaster'. and CIC Supervisor Log went do~n 

with the ship. 

Q. Do you recall what the zero hour signal was? 
A. Yes, sir, 2300. 

Q. Hr. Bowler, please refresh my memory, how long .have you been staDding Officer of the 
Deck watches? 

A. About 13 months, sir. Fleetwise, about 8 months, sir. 

Q. Ouring that 8 month period, h,ve you been involved in either plan guarding or relcue 
destro)'er duties frequently? 

A. Quite frequently. 

Q. MBinly with what carrier? 
A. USS KEARSARGE (CVS 33). 

Q. Were thPre any differences between the procedures used by KEARSARGE and thoSE' used by 
MELBOURNE which would, in any way, affect the safety of the .. neuver required of a re.cue destroyer? 

A. llhic"h would affect the safety, no, slr. 

Q. Mr. Bowler, you indicated a familiarity with the SEA SPIRIT Operation Order 169. Row did 
you obtain familiarity with that on board EVANS? 

A. I read it. 

Q. Were any other means used to f.miliarice officers of the deck and other. with that 
publication? 

A. Prior to the exercise, we had a tactical Ichoo1 in the wardroom, which all officers vere 
required to attend, in which we discua.ed the exerciae. The CO and XO were a180 there. 

Q. Do you recall any other publications tbat were effective for this exercise? 
A. Specifically for thi. exercise? 

Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, sir, ATP 1, volume 1 and volume 2, with a certain change number, were effective only 

for this exercise. There were alia other operation orders. 

Q. Do you recall a pamphlet called MBritime Operating Procedures? 
A. Ye., air. 

Q. And do you recall having seen a ... 11 pamphlet called MELBOURNE Escort Handout? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Do you recall whether that waa used in this tactical school which you referred to? 
A. A. I remember, the MOP vas. 1 don't think the handout va. used, because 1 don't think 

it had been received on board yet. 
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Q. Do you recall when it wa. received? 
A. As I recall, it wa. either the day before, or the day prior to that - 2 days before the 

.xercise started, which was in Manila. 

Q. Did you have an opportunity to review it before you took duties as rescue destroyer? 
A. Certainly, it vas routed to everyoDe of the Officers of the Deck, who had to initial that 

they had read it • 

Q. WAS a copy on the bridge? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Going back to the visibility question I raiaed earlier, you indicated that you could detect 
MELBOURNE's aspect, a. I understand it. This was even though the moon was ob.cured by the cloudS, 
is that correct? 

A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Could you give the board an approximate range that you were able to do this with and 
without binoculars? 

A. NO, 1 can't, because I never really attempted to do it without binoculars. In other 
words, in our Itation, which was between 3 to S thous.nd yards using binoculars, as I did each 
time, I had no problem. However, 1 didn't attempt to do it without binoculars, 10 I can't .ay 
at what rlnle I could have done it. 

Q. Do you recall .t what time the Captain went to bed? 
A. It was just prior to midnilht • at about the • .me time I wal being relieved. 

Q. could you It.te the officer's name who relieved you? 
A. Yes, sir, LTJG RaMsey. 

Q. Do you recall the particular information you p_ •.•• ed on to h~m about the upcoming vatch? 
A. About the upcoming watch? : 

Q. Let me rephrase the question. Can you tell the board to the best of your recollection, 
the information you passed on to him at the time you were relieved? 

A. Yes, sir, I think I can. I aort of gave him a brief rundown on what had transpired during 
my watch - the SAGEX, going to res~e destroyer station. I told him that we had just recently 
return~d from rescup destroyer station, and that most likely during his watch he would be 
returning to rescue dpstroyer station. I then informed him that we were zigzagging. I then went 
over the operation order and showed him to where I had it opened. Informed him of the base 
course, base speed, the lighting measure in effect. the communications aet up that we have, 
~hich was the same that we had used during the entire exercise, an1 the whereabouts of the CO. 
I informed him that we were patrolling and that we were patrolling at 2 knots over base speed. 
I sho'''ed hiM the screen set up, gRve him the standard infoIllUltion, what bOilers, generators '.~'ert? 
on the linf', and 3ny cllsuplties that we had. I think rhat is about all I told him. 

Q. ~"(·r~ t.!ler(> any .:lids on the bridge to refresh your recollection of base course, speed and 
so forth, which were avr.ilnble to you during your watch? 

A. Yes, sir. There was a status ,board on the fOr'1.".rd bulkhelld of the pl1r>t house on the 
outside bulkhen~ of the pilot house, which displayed info~tion concerning your base course. 
b~se ~peed. the orc, screen c~onder, bearing and range to the guide when on station. 

Q. Did it have the zigzag plan on it? 
A. No, sir, 1 don't think 1 t did. 

Q. Who had thp conn during your watch? 
A. I did. air. 

Q. The entire timp.? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the· board: Sir that is all the questions counsel has at this time on this subject. 
This witness has .omething to say 8R to the rescue operations but very briefly, I W8~ wondering 
if it might not be appropriate to ask those questions now in order to avoid having to recall him. 
He is available to recall if the board desires. 

SPonior Member: The board has one or two unclassified questions. 

EXAMINATION BY HJ!MBlRS OF TIlE BClA.RD 

Questions by Senior Membf'r. 

Q. Mr. Bowler. referring to your eonment that the escort handout from lIiAS MELBOORNE was 
routed to officers of the deck, was it also routed to tnose officers who were standing or adght 
stand Junior Officer of the Deck watches? 

A. No. sir. at least the copy that I .aw and initialed was not routed to the Junior Officprs 
of the Deck. 

Q. Is it possible that more than one copy was routed to a group of people other tban the one 
you saw? 

A. Yes, air. MOre than one copy was on board. 

Q. 
review 

A. 

You have Itated that the Capta1n l
• W1aht order look instructed the Officer of the DPck to 

zigzag rules or 1n some manner ~ntioned the zigzag rules? 
Yel, .ir. 
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Q. Could you describe that in more detail,? 
A. AR I remember, the note concerning zlg~.g rules .ald, review in your mind the rules for 

zigzagging. I canlt recall whether it gIve. reference for you to go to or not, but I'm sure you 
know there are certain rules concerning zigzagging .bout the automatic cessation of zigzagging or 
the continuance of zigzagging. If, say. you go to • new ••• 

Q. The board is famiUar with th.nt. In general can you say in what publication or pubUcnUons 
you have referred to, during this exercise, In order to review those rules? 

Counsel for t~ board: Before the witness answers the question, t believe the answer he may 
have to give would be classified. 

Senior Member: I think not. If he mentions only the short title of the publication. 

Witness: Generally. the publication that would cover this would be ATP 3A. 
this ex~rcise the same rules were also covered in, I think, in the exercise SEA 
know they are in one publication. either chat or Maritime Operating Procedures. 
have been your (CCJolASWGRUctm) OP CMDER also, sir. I know the zigzag rules were 
of the OP ORDERS we used during the exercise. 

However, during 
SPIRIT OPORD. I 

However. it could 
put down in one 

Q. Mr. Bowler, would you say aga1n what the base speed for the formation was? 
A. During my watch it was 16 knots, air. 

Q. During your watch, while zigzagging or while turning together in response to any signals 
that may have been received to turn together, did you obaerve any differences from normal or arty 
difficulties in maintaining sCation on the guide, during or immediately, following the turn? 

A. Difficulties in maintaining station? 

Q. \''-'s. 

A. No, sir. I had no difficulty in maintaining my screen station. However. I can't recall 
whether it was on the 20-24 watch. I think it was on my preceding watch.- The ship ~id get out 
of atation once but that was due to my helmsman going the wrong way for approximately 15 seconds. 
Th1s was enough~ to get us out about a thousand yards out of station and the MELBOURNE came up 
and nid, "Interogative your movements". I Ilmply replied that I vas returning to atation. I 
believe this was On the morning watch and on the 20-24 watch I had no problems at all. 

Q. ~~. Bowler, you mentioned that, to the best of your recollection, some time not long after 
2300, during your watch, there was a lignal which required you to zigzag or required the information 
to zigzag? 

A. To the best of my recollection, yes., air. 

Q. Can you provide any details of that signal in unclassified aelsion7 
A. Well, the signal given was a standard signal from the Allied Signal Book, which told 

you that you were going to zigzag, on what the plan number was and what the base course was for 
which you were gains to zigzag on. This is all the info~tion that is required. 

Q. With respect to that signal Mr. Bowler eould you give us, to the best of you recollection, 
what the base coura~ as signaled was? 

A. To best of my recollection, it was 185, but I can't say that with any degree of certainty 
at all. 

Q. At the time the signal was received was it your practice to record the base course? 
A. Certalnly, we recorded the entire slgnal given in the RT log. 

Q. Is there then some procedure to enter the details on the status board that you said was 
on the port aide outboard bulkhead of the pilot bous.T 

A. Normally, the Junior Officer of the Deck would. It wei one of his jobs to keep the 
status board up, not only as far as base COUse and speed but a. to casualties and other things 
on the Itatus board. That was the normal procedure. But vhen you got a slgnal. what 'you had to 
to do, when you get 8 thirty second break, was put what tne base course vas on the status board. 
Hawever. I can't recall whether that was done prior to ~ letting off watch or Dot. 

Q. Wa. the status board referred to when brieflng your relief as to the detailA of the watch 
and other information? 

A. Normally, the status board vas referred to aa far as the casualties that the ship Ddght 
have. For instance, a mount being down or aomething, or aame failure of communication equipment. 
When I relieve the watch I don't particular count on the atatus board. 

Q. With regard to the .ignal directing the zigzag .hartly after 2300, did you report to 
anyone the receipt of this lignal? 

J.. You mean did I inform anyone on board the sbip? 

Q. 
A. 

I told 

Yes. 
I don't recall that I did, 

him we were zigzagging. 
sir. I know the Captain was on the bridge during this time, 

Q. Who i. the navisator of USS FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. LCDR HC MICHAEL. 

Q. He is the Executive Off1~ alao? 
A. Yes, slr. 
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Q. Did he require. report on eourse and Ipeed changea,"llgz8,81ng and the like? A. Yes, sir, he did. He required ba.e speed chlnges, formation c~urse changes and anything that would certainly affect the navigational .afety of the .hip. 

Q. Were these reports made during your watch? 
A. As far as I know, sir. The normal procedure il to have the Quartermaster call the Navig~tor and the Officer of the Deck would call the captain. I told the quarte~ster to call and I aSlume he did. 

Q. Hr. Bowler, you have stated that you have noticed no particular problem in ~lnt81nlng your screening station during your 20-24 watch. After you resumed acreening station at .pproxl~tely 2300, did,you notice any tendency to drift to any particular part of your .ector? A. No, sir. I didn't notice a tendency to drift. As I remember, I was keeping closer to 3000 yards than I was 5000 yards. but there w.sn't a tendency for the ship to drift without it being controlled by myself. 

Q. In your ship, Mr. Bowler, were there any prescribed admimum CPA's, closest points of approach to the carrier, when you were moving from screen Itation to rescue Itation or from rescue destroyer to screening statfon? 
A. In our orders the CPA to the carrier WIS to be a thousand yards on his beam and 2000 yards on his bow. In other words, for any realon at all, if you had to cut in front of a carrier. which was frowned upon, y ... u had better be at least 2000 yarda away. The normal route to reacue destroyer atation, both coming away from him and coming in was • thousand yards. This was the closest you could get. 

Q. How were you app~sed of that minimum distance? 
A. I can't recall whether its in the Standing Night Orders or not. However. I'v!! been told personally by the Captain before that thats the way it is/ 

Senior Member: The board has no further quest1on~ .for the unclassified lessiotl,. 
Counsel for the board: LT Bowler. before the board goes into classified session. you are informed that you are privileged to make any further statement covering anything related to the .ubj~ct matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which has not been fully brought out by the previous questioning. Do you have any such statements? 
Witness: No, sir, I do not. 

Senior Member: We will recess until 1330. 

Counsel for the board: M~y 1 advise the witness that he i8 directed not to diccuss his ta.timony ,,'ith anyone other than a member of the board or coun!';eI. If any witness or prospective ",'itness attempts to talk to you About his testimony you should advise counsel immediately of that fact. 

The board receqsed at 1148 hours, 18 June 1969. 
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eell.-.:rliAL 
The. board reconven" at Il30 houri, 18 JUDe 1969 in ex.cutive I ••• lon. 
lbe boud rece .. ed .t 1430 hour.. 18 Jun. 1969. 

The board reconven .. Sa c]o.ed •••• 1on at 1440 houri, 18 June 1969. 

All perlon. connected with the board. who vere pre.ent when the board rece'led were ... In pre.ent. the previoul witne •• , Lieutenant (Junior Grlde) k.T. Bowler. III, U.S. Naval a •• erve, w •• recalled & •• witne •• by coun.el for the board4 v •• r .. lnded of hil oath and t •• tifled .1 fottowa: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL JIIlR DIE BOARD 

Q. Mr. lawler. although tht. tl • cl •• ,ified I •• alon thil room 18 cleared only up to Confidenti.l. If you hIve to 10 above Confidential, viII you let UI know? A. Yea •• ir. 

Q. You indicated Mr. Bowler, that at the tta. of the •••• 
that your .hip v •• in a .ector acreen. I believe. 

at the tta. ~ou went to .creening ItaUon 
A. 0. the 2000 - 2400 v.tch you're t.lking .bout? 

Q. 0. tho 2000 - 2400 v.tch we're talking .b ... t. 
A. re., lir, we were. 

Q. Could you gtve the eaaet b •• riDS and ranse U.Il:f.::atlon.. of that ... 'creen ••• A. You're talking about the one where I lot off watch when Mr ....... y relieved _? 
Q. That', correct, at the time you were relieved of th£ watch. A. ,.. I r ...... b.r it ..... 240 to 280, 3000 to 5000, y.rds frOll MELBOURNE. It wa., oriented on • coor •• of, or I .houldn't •• y coor •• , but. b.ariDI of 22~. 

Q. Oriented on 220, VDUld th.t b ..... 

Senior Member: With respect to the latter part of the an'ver, the Icreen .1 • whole or EVANS lector WI. oriented .o.? 
A. NOt lir, the .creen va. oriented Ott 220. 

Que.tiona by counlel for the board (continued). 

Q. 
dgzas 

A. 

Do you recall any 'pectftc 
plan, during that period? 

legl of the zigzag plan you were on, without referring to the 
No, .ir. 

Q. Between 2300 and 24007 
A. No, atr, I don't. 

Q. You have indicated that the etaz .. plan va' 13 SIERRA. I believel A. To the belt of my memory. Y.', air. 

Q. I'd like to dilcu.' ahackl. code. with you at thl. time. How did you handle ahackle code. on the bridle? DU you have more than one day' a achedule? How did you: use them on the bridle? 
A. We had the whole Bmth'. book out there OIl the brldle. 

Q. Row did y ... find the riSht 4.,. ....... you .ot •• i ... al th.t roquirad u •• of the ah.ckl. oode? 
A. Well, normally the day you vere ullnl - the book va • .,en to that day. 
Q. Wa. there anything .. rked on the pas. to lndicate what day it .,a.? A. Oh. certalnly. Not anything that the'.hip It.elf would put in there. but, •• far ••.••• for In.tance if it "aI the thlrd there would be • little "31f .t the bot to. of the paae to tell you that that wa. the day you were luppo •• d to b. uainl. 

Q. Do you recall frOID your own taeIDOry what the effective ti .. of day for changing .h.ekle code •••• ? 
A. At the ti_ of the colliaion it .... 0700. 

Q. SO ..... t d.y vor. y ... on whom you had the •• tch 7 
A. When I had the watch we were on day two. 

Q. And th.t _ld h.v. continuo. UIltil ....... 7 
A. 0700. 

Q. 0700 Golfl 
A. Y .. , air. We were ln _lnul aeven GOLF .0 ZUW tlM- would be 0700. 

Q. 
A. 

So you'r ••• yilll th.t the tiM of ch .... v ....... t tWi - ZULU tWi7 OIl. well, 0000 ZUW. beu.e _, 2400 ZUW. Midnlaht. 
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Q. With r •• peet to &ilzag plan., you have t •• tifled in open I ••• lon .1 to the .ffective 
publicationa that _isht be uaed in determinina doctrina. COuld you oaplify your onavor 
utilizing auch claaaified information that you would liko to. 

A. Really there ia no more amplification. The ATP 3(A) • Allied Tochnical Publication i. 
Anti- Submarine Eva.i •• Steering. Among other thing' it contalnl zigzag plan., not only the 
b •• ic plans, but the rule. governing zigzag plan •• 

Q. If zlaza8 plan l' SIERRA val pr •• crlb.d, would you have gone to the OPORDER or to ATp· 
3(A) to obtain the plan? 

A. Oh, for thi. exereile 1 WOUld have gone to SEA SPIRIT OFOIDER, 472', OPORDER and that's' 
the one we uled. And •• 1 ,aid this morning. I believe that the PX 39 OPORDER. the one which', 
contained the zigzag plan, a180 contained the b •• ie rule. for zigzagging. In other word., it 
wa. pretty .e1f 8ufficient. 

Q. A.suming that it w •• not .e1f lufficient, va. there another publication other than 
ATP 3(A) that you would have gone to for doctrine? 

A. Doctrine strictly pertinent to zig~ag plans? 

Q. Zigzagging. 
A. N~. air, that'. the one 1 would have gone to. 

Q. Would you have uted ATP l(A) Vol. I, under any circ~tances? 
A. For ziaulling 7 

Q. Yes, for zigzag doctrine. 
A. I never used it before and I'd have to be given a question or a problem to find out. 

If I couldn't find it in ATP 3(A) then I probably would .tart looking around and end up with' 
Vol L But, I have never run into anything that ATP 3(A) didn'tcover for me. 

Q. Do you know If, in the course of 
.pacific reference vas made to ATP 3(A)? 

the inltruction 1n preparation of the Operation, 

A. You mean on the Ihip? : 

Q. On the ahip. 
A. No. lir, I don't believe it was. I can't remember that it was. 

Q. You referred to instructions in the Night Order Book to brulh up on zigzag procedure. 
Did it refer you to a publication? 

A. I can't remember, 'ir. It said, review zigzag plans and I can't reme~er Whether it 
aaid to go to ATP 3(A) or to the OPORDER of where to go, .orry. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. The beard has one question, which is limply to clarify the version of ATP 3 that we are 
talking about. ATP 3(A) has been mentioned here, is that the one in effect? Do you know how 
long it'. been in effect1 

A. I'd .ay aomeWhat, aomewhere in the vicinity of lour or five months, if I recall. 

Q. What was it. predecessor? 
A. ATP 3. 

Q. In connection with the Icreen your •••• you exprel.ed a view that the Icreen in Which you 
were formed after the relcue deltroyer .Iaignment, pr!lumably about 2300 •••• 

A. Yea. lir. 

Q. WaS oriented on 220. What ,. the bas!s for that oblervatlon? 
A. The basis ia Itrictly, again, my recollection. It II the fact that our aecto~ va. from 

240 to 280, and the Ihip next to ua had from 240 to 200 and the other had 160 to 220 and I think 
the - two outer ahipa had SO degree .ector. al.o on 220. 

Q. I .ee. With reapect to the _hackle code, va. it the practiee to mark on a page when it 
was no longer effective. 

A. Ye., lir. We 'tx'ed" it out with pencil. 

Q. Hr. Bowler. the board haa been attempting to .atablilh the bale eourle of the formation 
with confidence and al you're well aware. lometimel memory dOln't lerve lO~. We have aquired a log 
of the Primary Tactical Circuit which va. maintained in MELBOURNE. It cover. a leriel Which 
include_ your vatch, the 2000 to 2400 watch on the evening of 2 June. 

A. Yel, lir. 

Q. I'd like to read you aome 81pall from that loa and provide you with the necelaary 
document. and a.k you to tran.late the aignal into plain language. Mow for thele purpo.el we 
will not Ilk you to deal with the call 8ign, but 801ely w1th the text of the .1gnal. 

A. Yea. air. 

Coun •• l for the board: Hay I interrupt rilht her .. , 8ir, to Itate that ~. Bowler hal for 
hi. ul. ATP leA), Volland 2 through change 4, and the Ihackle code that the board had independently 
determined to itl belief va. in effect for that period. 
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Q. Hr. Bowler, 1f there t. any information or publication that you need to decipher the •• 
lignall we would like you to .,k for the information or publication rather th.n aue •• tnl. 

A. Ye., 11r, certainly. 

Q. Thi. entry to .t 1559 ... d .11 ti ..... re ln ZULlI tima.. alARLIE 6 thi. to IIIXE 2 -
EXECUTE 1'0 POLlDW - T\lIIR SHACKLE INOlA IJ)T!L IiLFA Z11W UNSHACKLE TACIt SPEED ECHO ECHO UNSHAcr.z 
TACK CALL SICN .ruLlET SEVEN ZUW BIIAVO 83 POXTROT .ruLlET SEVEN OVER. 

A. .ruLIET SEVEN IJ)GER OUT. Now you Ju.t o1mply WIIIIt _ to look thi. up and tell you •••• 

Q. I would Ju.t 11ke for you to Sl •• me • pl.ln lansuase ..... lnS of th.t .1In.l. 
A. It mean. we have a .ignal in the air to ba •• cour •• , or turn right with the carrier, to 

courl. 220 and _peed 18. And ve are, I remember, to rejoin the 'crean. 1'11 look that UP. 
lir, to be lure. ZUW IJlAVO mean. jOin, .,.d 83 POxtltOT meanl the acreen •••• So when the 11gnal 
1, executed the bale cour •• viII become 220, bal •• peed will bacon. 18 knotl, call lian JULIET 
SEVEN, which a. 1 remember w.' our call lign that night. Again, I'm fairly certain of that. 
Call sign JULIET SEVEN i8 to rejoin the Icrean upon execution of the 'ignat. 

Q. Would you •• plain how you arrived at the cODcLl,lioa that the b ... courle 18 220 and the 
b.le Ipeed il 18 knotl. 

A. Well, if he comel - Alain 1 ''II a'lumina that alAIlLIB 6 :b the ore and HIlCE 2 :1..1 lome sort 
of collectl •• c.ll .1gn ••••• 

Q. I believe you have thol. two reverled. 'l'ha call up va. QlARLlE 6 THIS IS HllCE 2. 
A. Yel, lir. 1'. lorry, maybe I'm _kinS an .! •• um:ption, lomethina 1 Ihouldn't "IUM:. 

If this, ... _lnS aliABLIE 6 is collective anel th.t illitE 2, i. an OTC then the group th.t he 1. 
ordering around, Whateyer the number of unitl that ii, viII turn tOlether with the carrier or 
cruiler, or whatever you want to have lt, to 220 and COIle up or come down to .peed 18. Now baae 
course and ba.e lpeed, at lea.t for the purpole of JULIET lIVEN and f!lurins out her courle back 
to Itation, mult be 220, lpeed 18. 

Q. Very well, let'. 10 to the next OIle. The ';~Kt .fery ln the log 11: auJiLIE 6 thil 1a 
IIlKE J - STANDBY EXECUTE - .ruLlET SEVEN OVER. WOUld you bri.fly •• y wh.t your underltwadlng 11. 

A. Well, that the precediJ:l1 11gnal that you save _, esecute to follow tum couple INDIA 
IJ)T!L IiLFA ZULlI, corr.ctlon, SHACKLE INDlA HOTEL AliA Z11W UIISHACJaZ TACIt SPEED SHACItLE ECHO ZQIO 
UNSHACltLE TACIt CALL SICN .ruLIET SEVEN Z11W B1IAVO TACIt 83 POXTROT TACIt .ruLIET SEVEN hal been 
gecutad. 'l'h4refore, the unit., in other word. QIAllLIE 6; however many unit. that inclucle., i. 
to c .... rlght tOlether and ch_e .paed to 18 .... ote with IIlKE 2 ... d c.ll .11n .ruLIET SEVEN 11 to 
return to .crean. 

Q. V.ry .... 11. 111. nut entry EIUl I!lGHT INPO\tIIA7ION Z11W FOUR THIS IS WHISKEY TW. IIov 
you needn't worry .bout the c.ll .1gn. 1ft vorklna thl. on. out. awtLIE B1IAVO SIX II:lID EIGHT OVER 
II:lUl EIGHT IJ)CER OUT. 

A. Whilky two ha. completed operating ftsed vina .ircraft. 

Q. Very well. Now we CDIM to the next entry. WHISKEY TWO IIIPORllATlON Z11W POUR THIS IS 
MlD 'lW. For the.e purpolel you .. y a .... that MJlCE TWO 11 the OTC. 

A. Yel, lir. 

Q. EXECUTE 1'0 POLIDW. TURN Z11W SHACKLE .ruLIET IJ)T!L UNIPORM COli TACIt INDlA IJ)T!L QlARLlE 
IiLFA UNSHACKLE. 

A. 11I.t .... TACIt SHACKLE DmL\ IJ)TEL, lir. 

Q. No I'U read the entlre .1gnal asain. EXECUTE 1'0 POLlDW T\lIIR Z11W SHACKLE JULIET IJ)T!L 
UNIPOlIII COli TACIt INOlA IJ)T!L awtLn IiLFA UIISJIACXLI!. 

A. Sir, the lign.l ... I f WRlSUY'lW fl'Olll the me MID 'l'W with. lip.t til the .ir. _anlftg 
zilzag, in accordance with plan number 13 SIIkIA end the b •• e courl. il 220. So upon execution 
cf that lignal you viII cOIIIDImce zllzas.ina vliUI pl_ 13 SID.RA on • b ... cour.e of 220. 'l'h. 
only •••• 

Q. Do.I the lignal itaelf carry eay information concerning the zero hour for the zigzaaaiul 
pi ... ? 

A. Mo, air it dO'ln't. The tlme of the .lIn.l .... I can look at ay .atch .ad .ay •••• 

Q. Well, vait a .!nut.. 'l'h. lignal v ••• Dcuted at 1610 ZUUJ tiM. 
A. l •• , lir. 1 didn't let that informatlOD. 

Q. I'. tall1na you th.t DOV. 
A. W.ll, it v .. necutad .t 1610 Z11W. 

Q. Y ••• 
A. Then the ZUW tiM would be, con,ction, •• ro ti_ would be 1600 ZUW. 

_er (bar Mmlral S ....... on: Wh.t no th. local ti_? 
A. 2'00. 

Qu •• tion. by th •• anlor _or (cODt'd): 

Q. Mr. _l.r, the otan.to whlth ... b ... ju.t been dloeu •• iftl wer. in the lOS ln the ti_ ""1e11 
coy.red your wtch, ad .. you h.ye jUlt indicated, they directed & 2ta.&I vtth .ero hour 2300, 
whleh Val in your _tch. 

A. Yel, lir. 

ell."I., Itr:U 
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Q. '00 th.a. a'ltlt you in refr •• hing your recollection II to what the ba.e cour •• may have been 
at that time? 

A. Yel, lir, I - ullng tht. 1 would have to '.Y. certainly, with lome more certainty than 1 
did before, that the bal. courl. wa. 220. 

Q. Do you recall in connection with thel. Ilgnat., th.,. lpecific one., whether you received 
• 11gna1 decode from CIC on your vatch? 

A. Y'I, lir. 1 am thcroughly certain that thel. lignal1 4id come over and I'm a1,o fairly 
certain that CIC did lent them out. On 811 my watche. 1 alwaYlsdemand they do lend them out. If 
for lome r ... on lome 11gna1 didn't come out of CIC then I would call in there and find out what the 
Itory h. • 

Q. In other word., by lending them out you mean provide them to the Officer of the Deck or lend 
them out on lome other circuit? 

A. 1'm lorry. I mean to lend them out over the lound powered phonel for the information of 
the Officer of the Deck. lir. 

Q. Wal this practice peculiar to your watch lolely becaJle of your own demands or bec .... you. 
were the CIC Officer. or vas this standard practlce? 

A. No, lir, it va. a very, very Itandard practice. Not only becaule I val the CIC Officer 
but on every watch that I stood either on the bridge or in the CIC and any watch that I happened 
to be up in CIC, which wa. a great deal of the ~ime. Not only my watche., but in eIC becau.e 
lt wal ~ Ipace. The CIC would break. u.ing volume II, any 11gnal. that c.me over and pa •• out 
the .ignal. to the Officer of the Deck. 

Q. ~. Bowler. you mentioned in your earlier te.t~y that there wa. a reltriction on 
approaching the boundarie. of the lectors ••• igned to your Ihip. 

A. Yes. lir. 

Q. Could you 8ay whether this restriction applied to .ach of the four boundarie8 or if not. 
just to which one.? 

A. No, sir. As I recall lt, it applied to jUlt~the bearing limits'only. ~t would make 
it the lides. lee'l laYr the rectangle instead of the - in o'ther word. it applied to the bearing 
and not range. The only reason I remember. I know the ni8ht before. on the bridge, or the night 
prior to that, they had a box let up, which you had to Itay SOO yard. from any boundarie.. But 
on this particular night I'm certain it wa. jU8t 500 yardl from the bearing. 

Q. Going back to the aignals which we have ju.t dieo~l.ed. what was the practice an the 
bridge with respect to changing the Itatus boards if the .i8nals luch as th~ last ones we JURt 
discussed were received? 

A. Normally you wouldn't - s.y I was going to Itatian like we vere going to here. Fir8t 
thing, the most important thing, is to get your course tr .tation, proceed to Itation and when you 
get to Itation and yOd'we on .tation .afely and 40ing a. your doing the thinge your luppoeed to do, 
then worry about changing your atatus boards and getting your watch caught up. There ia a certain 
priority involved and the changing of the atatul board a ia not the moat important thing. 

Couneel for the board: Before t;he board leavea the queation of base courle, .. y I alk a 
couple of clarifying queationa? 

Senior Hnaber: Ye •• I have one more. 

Queltiona by the eenior ~er (continued): 

Q. In the event a new ba.e courle or zigzag vere eltabliehed aa in one of the .1gnata we 
jult dilcul •• d. would that relult in 81'1 entry in any log IUch .1 the deck 101 or quartermuter 
aote book. and if 10, who would do it? 

A. In other word ••• ay a formation cour.e va. chang.d •••• I don't quite underltand that Admiral? 

Q. Well, according to one of thele .ignale, formation w .. ordered to carry out a zigzag on 
baae couree 220, Which you jUlt explained to me. 

A. Yel. lir. 

Q. Would thll relul: in an entry in ..,y log! 
A. Certainly. Well you hav. got, of coure •• your RT Log., both in CIC and on the bridge, 

which 11 r.corded in chi. form a. I have recorded In. The quartermaeter would aleo enter it in 
hi. quartermaeter 108 on the bridge after the officer of the deck would inform htm to enter it. 
And it would allo be entered in the lupervilor. log in CIC. 

!lWIINATIDN BY OJUNSEL POR THE 1OA1tD 

Que.tion. by comte.l for the bo.rd: 

Q. ~. Bowler. the proce •• that the board ju.t vent through, of givine you th.ee eignal., wa' 
not aeant to plant new id.ae in your mind. bue:to help you refr •• h ,our recollection if po •• ible. 

A. Y •• , lir. 

Q. ADd I -.ld like to Ilk you • qu.IUon to clarify your provioul t.ltimony. Do you now 
bave an independant recollection, b .. ed OD the refre.hina. that the ba •• courle v .. 220 or are 
you relyinl lolely on the .ignal1 you have ueed here? I realiz. that'e a hard queetion to 
.ort out, but I think it'. important for the board to know that 10 they can .ort out in their 
own .inde. 

DECL4SSIFIED 
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A. ~ •. Well, before I h .. rd tho '''''011 1 ....... Id. difficult to 1'_01' ..... t ~ .. o eoun ••• becaul. a Ir •• t d •• I of the .atch ve were DOt out In the ,creen. we were b.hind the carrier ~d rLIGHT IDIlP!ll v .. eith.r 180 or 185, and thi. b ... c ....... 220 on III)' v.tch I .,..,t 0 very ... 11 portion of it on dala cour... Jut I do r ....... r that the ac:raen vu oriented on 220 and it '. IOlieal that ~f the acre. 1, orllJ'lted OIl that. the b ••• cour •• Ihould be 220. Jut I can't and with .. that J m fairly certaln that bu. cOUr •• v •• 220. It'. hard to •• y at what ~t.l proce •• I arrlv.d at that cOftciultan. 

tho 
Q. If you can't an_war th1a nezt on., '.Y 10. Do you have an independant recollection of cour.e you pa •• ed .. of the ba •• courl. you PUled oa. to your relief? 4. You _an ..... ther I cae up and p .... d that •••• 

Q. P .... d to him .ither 185 or 220 or .... othor caur.e. Do you roc.ll .,.cific.lly .... ich courl. you p ••• ed to hi.? 
A. Mo, I dOll t t recall ....,t that I bow " ... - .. 11 it va the oorrect cOUr •• that I pu.ed on bec.".e we vent over the &1&& .. plan and everythill8. But, .. ain I can't tell you what ., exact word. were to him. 

Q. We're not .. kinl for exact word ••••• 
A. Well. ,e., lir. If the b ... cour.e ••• 220, I puled that an. 

IDWIIIIATION BY nu: IOAIlJ) 

qu •• tion. by the .enior ~er. 

Q. HI' Bowler, you .tated that you recall the ••• tan.l. that we have juat lone over. can you lay whether you remember the actual letter. uled in .hackling the uuaberl? A. No, lir, I can't. I can't recall the - whether the ,hackle code. are the on.e. uI.d. SPEF.D ECHO ECHO i. very femiliar, but the other on •• are complet.ly foreign .. far .. recollection. if tho.e are the one. ve Uled on the nilht of 2 June or Dot. 

Q. COins back to an earlier period in your vatch, when you were ordered by • Pomatioa ONE lignal to l.ave your .creen .tation and take .tation behind MELBOURNE. what rudder order did you live .1 your initial move? 
A. AI I rmmber t .ir. I .ave right 15 delr ... nacldu. 

Q. Would you briefly de. crib. the con.ider.tion ..... ich led you to thi. order. A. Well a ~ I wa. loing approximately 16 to 18 knot.. I wanted to enaure that I didn't, •• y, whip around on .. or come around too far on MEIJI)l.JRNE &Del end up heading toward. her 10 I .ave a ... ller rudder angle than you would normally live in maneuvering. It'. a .ituation where -if I'm here .ir, and the MELBOURNE 1. here, the relative aDvement i. setting abaft her be .. which t. what I want b.fore I can r.ally .ov. into the Item of her. In., .ind there i. little realon to come around vith a hard rudder and get around to ber reCiprocal jult to .tay ~.re. By the U.-. I get arcund normally. the !€LBOURN! v .. - I v .. abaft her be. and it v .. a 11mple ... tter to COIle around. 

Senior _er: llnderotood. 

COun •• 1 for the Board: Hay I interrupt. 

Vien."i Plu. the fact that ... wre .trea.ing YDS, ad if po •• ible you don't like to ule a hock of • lot of rudder with th.t. 

COlm •• 1 for the board: May 1 interrupt to .tate for the record that the vitael', with Ilil h_., indic.ted the _itioo _f hi. _ &hip on the at_rd _ .f tho ICLIIOUIIIE. 10 th.t eOl'l'Ktc! 

Vitnel. : Ye., lir, that i. correct. 

Senior member: 'l'h. board hAl DO further qu.ltian. of thi. vitoell. 

Qu~st1on. by coun.el for the board: 

Q What vere the re.triction in effeet OIl the IVAlfS .. far .. ule of rudder when the VDS VAl Itre_nl_ 
A. "l'here were Doa.. You could u •• AI .. eb .. you v_ted except there vAl aO real u •• full rudder .... 11. JOU hod it .tr._d md tolte tho chmco of .... thi'" 10i", vnna. .re no re.trictiOllI. If you needed the rudder of the lpeed. then you. could DIe the. ju.t -th.y odvi .. JOU not to b.ck dOW! with VDS .troao1ng. 

nalon to 
Jut th.re 
It Val 

Q. Mr Bowler, before clo.lnl your te.tt.Day, you are ,iven the opportunity at thi. t~ to Itate 1n cloled .ession IUch additional .. tterl that J'O\l think Ihould be brouaht to the attention of the board in it. inv.atlsaCion of thi. matter AI have Dot be. brouaht OUt in the qua.tion. of the board. Do you have any hell .tat..."tl. 
A. .0 .ir, I do Dot. 

eou...ol for the board: Vary wll, tha board viII recall for t __ iaut ••• 

'l'h. board rece •• ed at 1525 houn, 18 Jun. 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 1546 hours. 18 June 1969. 

All perlona eonnected with the board, who were present when the board recessed, were again 
present. Lieutenant (junior grade) Bowler III resumed his seat as a witness. reminded that he 
was still under oath and was examined as follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fal TIlE BOARD 

Questions ~ counsel for the board: 

Q. Prior to going dnto the classified le .. ion. I indicated to you that tbe hoard would have 
several questions concerning the immediate event. follOWing the collis10n. 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. Would you state where you were at the time of the coW-aion? 
A. Sir, I was in my stateroom, which 18 in the a1'ter part of the ship. I WD Bound aal.eep 

at the time of the collision. 

Q. What is your first recollection of what happened? 
A. ~ first recollection is bearing a loud ungodly noise and a lot of loose gear that I had 

in JIll{ room. JIll{ boob and everything. tly1ng around. I was alJDost thrown out of JIll{ rack. 

Q. What did you do then? 
A. Well. I was completely dis orientated as to what had happened. I b8d thoughts of eitber 

running aground or being hit ~ a torpedo or something like that. I real..ly didn't know. All the 
lights were out with the exception of our two battle lanterns in after Officers. The first thing 
I did, of course, vas get up. Mr. Murphy, who was 1n the ataterocm next to me, "... yelling, !lGo 
to your (J( ItatioD," and that seemed llke a real good idea. The first thing;I looked for was my 
trousers which weren't where I had left them. The only thing that I could remember was that if I 
ever had to go over board it would be a good idea to have ~ trousers to use as a life preserver. 
I finally secured a pair and went outside to the starboard side of the main deck. I went forward 
with the intention of going to 'III9 General Quarters Stat10n~~which was lOCated in C~C, and turned 
forward and aaw that the forward part of the Ship wasn't there anymore, I alao saw the MELBOURNE. 
At that time I was more or leas awestruck, I really didn't know what had happened and I went back 
tc tbe fantail. 

Q. Who was in charge on the fantail? 
A. Lieutenant Dunn. and Lieutenant (junior grade) Covert. 

Q. Who was the senior? 
A. Lieutenant Dunn. 

Q. What measures did he take to organize the persons on the fantail? 
A. Well, he cautioned WI all against panicklng, and told us the Ship was not going to sink 

and that we were going to get off of it. He directed' leveral people to do several diff'erent jobs. 
For instance, he told me to make certain the life rafts on the starboard side of the ship were cut 
loose and put into the water so that we would have a method of removing the injured. The few injured 
personnel that we did have were moved back on the fantail. That was our first worry. If the Ship 
happened to go down, we wanted to make lure the injured people had a we::! of you know, staying 
.f'loat. I directed Gunner's Mate Second. Clus Lester to go and get those life rafts down and he 
gathered up about four or five people. He went and took the life raft! down and put them in the 
water. Al.ao Lieutenant Dunn told people to make sure we checked through all. the apaces, and make 
sure that no one was knocked unconlcioWl during the colllsion and still down there. Which we did. 
He alao directed the aetting of Condition "Zebra" to enlure that the ship didn't sink. 

Q. DI_d there appear to be any panic or eonru.ion? 
A. No. sir. Everyone - loolr.1ng back on it it was _zing - everyone did thlltr job very ... 11. 

The enlisted personnel didn't try to use or usurp any authority. Didn't panic at all. and did 
exactly as they were told to. The off'icers took charge, got the jobs that had to be done - the 
1mmediate jobs. For instance. getting tbe Ufe rai"ts off. getting the injured peopl.e out in the 
o~n on the fantaU and letting Condition "Zebra". The officers directed those jobs and they 
were done in a timely JIW'lDer. 

Q. What action was taken witb respect to life jacket.? 
A. The majority of the life jacketl were forward. However, there were scme others back in 

Mount 53, the after mount. 8aDeone went back and and threw them out on the main deck. Lieutenant 
(junior grade) Hiltz. the Weapons Officer. I believe. went up to the Dub banger, whicb is located 
on the next deck up. There was some life jackets up there. He went up there and started throwing 
thoae iown. I thinlr. that by the time we got off tbe majority of tbe people had life jackets. 

Q. In your opinion, were the efforts well organized and effective? 
A. Oh certainly, yel, sir. Very wll organized, which surprised me. 

Q. Was there any partiCularly outstanding perfo=ance ~ any individual? 
A. That'l difficult to say, air. Everyone did their job in the f1Dest sense of the word and 

I dd.dn· t note any heroi.... at least to me that eeemed heroilllll. In the ai"ter part of the ship the 
people were not panicky. They did exactly what they were told to do. took care of tbe injured, 
and ... got off there very quiclr.ly. So in other words. I real..ly believe that the best way to 
describe it is that everybody did their job. 

Q. Were you injured? 
A. No. air. I wasn't. No injury at all. 
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Q. How did you get off the stern section? 
A •. I climbed up fran a ladder from our main deck to MELBOURNE's quarterdeck, I think they 

refer to it as, which is not their ~ght deck, their main deck. 

Q. Do you have any other observatioDI!I with respect to post co1lision matters which you 'Would 
like to bring to the attention of the board? 

A. No, sir, I don't. 

Counsel for the board: No fUrther questions here, air. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for th1e: witness. 

Counsel f'or the board: Lieutenant Bowler, at this time you are again advised that you have 
the right to bring out any matters that have not been brought out pertaining to the investigation 
by previous questions. You have a privilege at this time to make a statement on those matters 
which you think should be in the record for the board and pertaining to the boardilh investigation. 
Do you have anything further to state? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. With respect to my testimony concerning the base course of the fo~tion 
when I was relieved by Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramsey at approx1mate~ 2400. During the closed 
session I went over same of the tactical signals that were given to the formation that night and 
I can say that I am almost certain when I was relieved by Lieutenant (jg) R .... ey, at approximately 
midnight, that the base course of the fo~tion waa 220 degrees true. 

Counsel for the board: As. result of that statement, does the board. have any further question? 

Senior Member: No questions. 

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing roan. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel for the board calls Lieutenant (junior grade) Murphy. 

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Murphy, you have been ... call.ed as a :witness fol:. this 
investigation which ia inquiring into the c1rc~tances surrounding the collision or HMAS 

.' MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS because it is understood that you may have evidence that will 
usist the board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence ia being received in 
open session of the board, and that disclosure of classified information in not authorized during 
open session. Should the answer to any question that you are asked requires you to disclose 
clusified information, you are requested not to answer the question but to advise the board that 
the answer would require you to Usclose classified information. In such cases you will later be 
given the opportunity to testifY as to such classified information in closed session. However, 
if you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific 
classified details, you should do so, advising the board of your desire to ampl1f'y later 10 
closed session. Do you understand what I have said? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: You are al.so advised that under United states law, no witness may be 
compelled to answer any question the. answer to which may tend to incr1m1.nate him and you may 
refuse to answer any such question. Do you understand? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FG1l TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Would you state your name grade and organization? 
~ ...... is Lieutenant {jgl Donald L. Murphy. 

And your grade? 
Lieutenant (jg), sir. 

And your organization? 
United States Naval Reserve. 

To what unit were you ~9fned on the night 
USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-'734), sir. 

of 2 and 3 June? 

Q. Is this your pre.ent organization? 
A. Yes. 

Q. 
A. 

all his 

What were your primary duties on board EVANS? 
I was the prospective Communications Officer. 
duties. 

I assisted the Communications Officer in 

Q. How long had you been on board EVANS? 
A. I had been Iboard FRANK E. EVANS lince 28 April 1968. 

Q. Have you had any previOUS duties in the Navy other than indoctrination, training and so forth? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you assigned to a particular watch on the evening of 2 June? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

What watch was that? 
I had the 20 to 24 watch in the Combat Information Center. 

~\2> 
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Q. Who elae ..... on watch With you 1n eIC? 
A. I had one other officer, Enaign Dwight Scott Pattee and a watch of eight enliated men. 

Q. Would. you state the present whereabouts of Ensign Pattee? 
A. Mr. Pattee went down with the forward portion of the ahip. 

Q. Mr. Murphy, without disclo.ing cla.sifted details, could you state the basic situation of 
FRANK E. EVANS at the time you relieved the watch in terms of bue course, _peed, disposition and 
ao forth? 

A. Yea, air. When I relieved the watch at approximately 1945, I believe the base course w~ 
220, although I am not rea.lly quite sure. It waa in that general vicinity. The baae apeed waa, 
1 would say, 16 knots. We were in a screening atation ahead of MELBOURNE along with tour other 
destroyers. 

Q. In general te~, what was EVANS' screening Itation? 
A. We had an area patrol statton, I would say, on the starboard bow of MELBOtmNE. 

Q. At the time was the formation zigzagging? 
A. Yes, air, I believe it was. 

Q. And your answer, "on the starboard bow of the MELBOURNE", do you tie that to the bue 
course or a particular course? 

A. I considered that to the base course. 

Q. Do you recall the zigzag plan in use? 
A. Yes, sir. Zigzag Plan 13 Sierra. 

Q. Fram what document was that zigzag plan taken, if you can recall? 
A. In general the zigzag plans are taken from ATP 3(A). However, it waa also paralleled in 

the err 472 OpOrder. 

Q. In thia partiCular case on the night of 2 June' where- did you take the zigzag plan from? 
A. In CO>lbat I waa using CTF 472 OpOrder. 

Q. Do you recall whether EVANS waa directed to take any particular position OJ' atation 
during your watch other than the station you just described? 

A. Yes, sir. Shortly after I relieved the watch we were ordered to a station astern of 
MELBOURNE for rescue operations during flight operations. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you recall approximately what time you arrived on station? 

That is 
I can only give a guess J but I would estimate shortly after 2000, 2010 - in through there. 
a guess on my part. I don't recall exactly what time. 

Q. Do I understand that all your test1mo:lY is solely frtIDI your recollection, that you have 
n~ do=uments befor~~rtaining to this matter? 

A. Yes, sir, ~~t is correct. 
V'6 Lf 

Q. Was it ydUT practice, when EVANS received a signal, auch as that to take rescue destro,yer 
station astern or "Formation One l

., for eIe to reccmnend courses and speed to the bridge? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall whether that was done in this partiCular case or not? 
A. Yes, air, it was. 

Q. Do you recalJ. the particular maneuver that wu used by FRANK E. EVANS to take statio':l? 
A. Yes, air. We turned right and paased down the atarboard aide of MELBOURNE. 

Q. Do yo', recall the cO'Jrae and apeed ot MELBO:JRIiE at that time? 
A. No, air. I wolll.d assume that she was 0:.1 base course at the time - base COLll'se and speed. 

Q. Do Y:J.;. kil~lW whether zigzagging was stopped or no: for that manuever? 
A. It was atopped. 

Q. Would you Itate bow long EVANS remained in the reacue destroyer poai tion .. tern of the 
MELBOURNE during the event? 

A. In that particular "Form ONE" we remained for a considerab~e length of time. I would 
estimate that it was in excess of an hour. I would say it was around an hpiur and a ha1f'. 

Q. And during that t1me do you recall the courses and apeeds ateered by MELBOURNE? 
A. No, sir. I believe she reaumed the zigzag plan 'using the previous base course. 

Q.. Upon completion of your duties as rescue destroyer for that event, what actioD was EVANS 
directed to take? 

A. EVANS was ordered by MELBOURNE to reaUlDe atation ahead of MELBOURNE. 

Q. And what atation did EVANS take? 
A. We took the Itation that we previOWlly occupied. 

Q. And, in doing that maneuver, did eIe recOIIIDend courses and speeds to the bridge? 
A. Yes, air, we did. 
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Q, During)"Our watch 1IU EVANS directed to return to re.cue de.troyer stations? 
A. Ye., sir. Later on in the watch. Again, I woulJ! utimate approximately 2230 or in 

through there we were ordered to take rescue destroyer aatern of MELBOURNE. 

Q. And bow long did )"Ou remain there tb1. time? 
A. Approximately a haJ.f hour. 

Q. And upon ccmpletion what were you directed to do? 
A. We were again directed to reoume our previOUS station ahead of MELBOURNE. 

Q. The same screening Itation? 
A. Yea, lir. 

Q. And do )"Ou recall whether or not the bue course and zigzag plan bad changed during tb1s 
period? 

A. No, air. During my entire watch I believe we used the "13 Sierra" aDd baae course had 
remained the same. The only a.lteration in courae other than the zigzag plan was the carrier 
turning to their night courle. 

Q. Do you recall what that may have been? 
A. I belleve the fllght couroe was in a southerly direction, lao or 165, in through there. 

Q. What 1IU the procedure for controlllng the Primary Tactical Net on board EVANS. Wao it 
controlled on the bridge or in ere? 

A. The Primary Tactical Net was controlled on the bridge. CIC bad a speaker and we copied 
everytb1ng that come over the Pr!mary Tactical Net in crc along with the bridge copying. 

Q. 
A. 

Center 

In addition to copying, did you take any .. etlon on messages received? 
Yes, air. Every message that came over the Primary Tactical Circuit, 

lent out an interpretation as to what the signal meant. 
Combat Information 

Q. 
A. 

signal 

In addition, did you give the bridge advice .a to action it coulJ! take on ~uch signals? 
Yes, sir. Any signal that required action on the FRANK E. EVANS part we interpreted the 

and recommended an action. 

Q. How did you cClllllunicate with the bridge? 
A. We communicated with the bridge primarily using the sound powered phone, the JL phone. 

A radar man in Ccmbat wu on our end of the phone and a man on the bridge was on the other end. 

Q. Are there any other stations manned on that circuit? 
A. Yee, sir. The lookouts are alao on that circuit. 

Q. Would you state the procedure used in CIe tor decoding messages in which the numerus 
are coded .. tactical signaJ.s I am talking about? 

A. Anytime a signal came over the primary tactical. or any tactical net for that matter J we 
always broke them down 1n Combat and sent out their meaning to the bridge. 

Q. In case there was a difference of opinion as to what it meant, what would you do? 
A. Both the bridge and combat would check to see, double check, break it again, and if we 

still came out different, I would say that what we would do 1s make sure that we copied it 
right - that we came up with the right ..... age. 

Q. Do you recall. whether such a disagreement occurred during your watch? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. By that you mean you dontt recall oW that no such disagreement oceurred? 
A. He', sir, no sueh disagreement occurred. 

Q. Would you indicate the procedure for zigzagging •••• let me .tart over. WoulJ!)"Ou indicate 
the procedure in effect duzing your watch for determination of proper zigzag eourses? 

A. Well, when we were ordered to eoamence zigzagging we 1Dmediately broke out the proper 
publlcations. In my cue, r used CTF 472 OpOrder at the proper page. We woulJ! make a lllting 
of eourses and times based on that partieular order. 

Q. What woulJ! you make that 14sting on? Was there a status board? 
A. No, sir. I voul.d, whin I vu on wateh, just Wle the pad of paper, while one radar man on 

watch would sit right next to the JL talker with the publlcation with a clock handy, and he would 
make a list of courses at the particular t:lmes. Therefore, he was able to make recommendations 
to the bridge. 

Q. How were the timeo checked with the bridge? 
A. Firot of all, when a zigzag plan was cCllllllOnced 1lIIDediately, we bad to tell them which 

eourse was the first eourse. 

Q. Tell who? 
A. Pus it over the JL circuit to the bridge. 

Q. Yes. 
A. What is the first course of the zigzag pl.an. Then, &f'ter that course hal been executed or 

the earrier hal turned to that course, the RD - radarman - in combat woul.d pailS out to the bridge 
the next course, at time 8uch and luch vUl. be. 
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Q.. What I om referring to is synchroniZAtion of clocka. W ... there any synchronization of 

clocka -between, not onlo' between MELBOURNE and EVANS, but between bridge and ele? 
A. Yes, air. MELBOURNE Come up with the tactioal .ignal to .ynohronize the olocka when the 

zigzag commenced • 

Q. Do you recalJ. whether that was done on each occasion the force began zigzagging? 
A. It seems to me that it YaS. Yes, air. 

Q.. And would both bridge and ele synohronize their olocka to your know-ledge? 
A. Yes, sir. I did it 1& ele and I have to ... sume that the bridge also did 1t. 

Q.. What plots were being maintained in ere during your watoh? 
A. We kept a plot or diagram of the screening situation. In other worda, which ships were 

in which station, where the guide is and where our atation 1s. Also, on that same plot we would 
have information, for example, bale course, bale speed and zigzag plan, in effect. 

Q. Wall that plot maintained on the face of the radato scope or on sane other type of equipnent? 
A. No, sir. It was maintained on a plex1gl.us board. 

Q. In addition, was anyone keeping a current status plot using the face of the radar? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q.. Who did that? 
A. The radarman sitting at the soope used a grease penoil to plot ahipa on the aoope. 

Q. What did he do in case he law a dangerous situation developiJIg? Or what was the ship's 
practioe I ahould Bay? 

A. His instructions were upon .ee1ng a dangerous aituation developing to 1mDediate~ notify 
ele Watoh Offioer and oall his attention to it. 

Q. To your knowledge wa! that ships t doctrine or was that peculiar to only your watch? 
A. As far as I know- that was standard practioe. --

Q.. Was the DRT in use? 
A. Yes, sir, it was. 

Q.. What was being plotted there? 
A. On the DRT we plotted the mavigational pioture plus various other information that would 

came in to Combat over our circuits in there. For exampl.e: possibl.e simulated enemy attacks, 
direction, e<tC. 

Q. By whom ¥ere you relieved at about 24001 
A. I was relieved by Ensign Allan Armstrong, approx1mate~ 2345. 

Q. Do you recall the information you passed on to_ him as to base course, speed and zigzag plan? 
A. Yes, sir. At 2345 we were again in station ahead of MELBOURNE. I described the limits of 

the situation to Mr. Armstrong, Base course and speed at the time, as I recall, was 220 at 16. 

Q. Were there any status boards in ere on which these items were recorded? 
A. Yea, lir. That information 1s on that status board which I previously spoke of. 

Q.. And whose duty i. it to maintain the statu! board? 
A. Well, the responsibility is that of the CIC Watch Officer. However, be delegates it to 

the supervisor or RD on watch who keeps it up. 

Q.. Is. it your belief that the infonoation on the .tatus boards was lIP to date at the time the 
watoh wu relieved by the 00 to 04 watoh? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q.. Was it praotioe on board EVANS for the ele Watoh Offioer to read the Night Order Book? 
A. Yes, lir, it was. 

Q.. Do you reoall any partioular instructions for the night of 2 and 3 June in the eaptain' a 
Night Order Book? 

A. In the Night Order Book we had the buic information down on the screening situation, base 
course and speed as of the time that they were written. I CI.Il't recall any part1cul.ar coaments 
other thatl the buie information screening atations ma.nned, base cOUl'ses, base speed and zigzag plan. 

Q. Do you recall. whether you had seen a message or any other direct1 ve which indicated that 
EVANS would be plane guard or resoue destroyer during the night of 2 and 3 June? 

A. No, air. I don't recall such a message. 

Q.. Were you under the impre .. ion that the EVANS had that duty for that night? 
A. Since we were ordered to plane guard Itation twice and we were the only Ship that ~ 

ordered, I was under that impression. 

Q.. To your know-ledge, what is the procedure for the bridge to pass wi.ual .ignals to eIC? 
A. When a visual signal is reoeived by the Signal bridge, the signal bridge also informs 

oombat of the signal. -

Q. !low 40 they inform oombat? 
A. They use the 21 MC unit. 
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Q. Do they do it at the ..... time they inform the bridge or two .eparate ..... ap.? 
k. NO, .ir. Th.y ua. the .......... ag.. They 3u.ot call up both bridge and canbat. 

Q. Do you recall receiving any mel'age. tran the signal bridge during the cour.e of your 20 
to 2400 .... tch on 2 Jun.? 

A. No, lir, not in particular. 

Q. To your knowledg., were all tactical .1gnal1 rec.ived ov.r the pr:lmary tactical radio net? 
A. Yes, lir • 

Q. 'Whol. rOlponaibility Wal it to •• t "'P the next day'l encod.d voic. call signl and pas I , 
them on to the watch - to the r.li.ving watch? 

A. W. had all the voic. call I1gnl that"" voul.d be involved with •• t "'P before "" went out 
on the exercise and they wound up in a pad in combat. 

Q. For .v.ryday of the operation? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. What happen.d to the ones for the days that had alr.ady past? 
A. They were torn off the pad and put in a burn bag I usume. 

Q. At what time dU the n.w day~1 call call signs cane .into effect? 
A. w. were u.oins Zulu time 10 it vaa, on that particular day it was 0700. 

Q. But what time Zulu time? 
A. 0001 Zulu. 

Q. Do you Imow who had prepar.d the call I1gnl tor the entir. operation? 
A. Not in particular, but it was on. of the RD'I. 

Q. Were each day's call signs on a separate sheet? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. If you have answered this question, I apgbg1ze, but I'll.uk.it -once more." Do YO\1_recall 
the base course and speed that you turned over to your rellef at the time you were relieved? 

A. I woul.d .ay again, I 11m not ablolut.4' sure of it. Howev.r, it'l 220 at 16 knots. It 
seems right. 

Q. During your watch did you have the .ff.ctiv. f4'1ng schedule for MELBOURNE? 
A. I do not recall seeing it. 

Q. Did you expect the f4'1ns operations at the time that th.y occured during your watch? 
A. Not at the pl!Lrticular time, no, lir. 

Q. Do you r.call wheth.r you had ,the eff.ctive OpGen Alfa me •• ag. for the period 02 0800 
to 03 0806? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Senior Member: I have a quesUon: 

EXAIII1'IA1'ION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Did the OpGer.. Alfa designate the rescue destroyer for that period to your recollection? 
A. Not that I recall.. No, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY THE C01l1'lSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. What flight information vaa pasl.d by MELBOllUlE over the CI net? 
A. Ov.r the CI net? 

Q. Yes. 
A. I don't recall MELBOURJiE p"sins any flight information. 

Q. Do you r.call rec.iving any flight information on any n.t other than primary tactical? 
A. Wo, sir. 

COWUlel for the board! CoU1lllel has no turther questions in open session nor in closed • 

Counsel for the board: Would the board llke to examine this witness in a cla!u51f'ied 8e1lll10n? 

Senior Member: The board has no further question u to this witness in .ither open or closed 
sessioDs at this time. 

Coun •• l for the board: Mr. Murp~, you are informed that it 11 your pri vil.eg. to make any 
further statement covering anythins r.lat.d to the .ubject matt.r of-the inv.ltigation that lhould 
be a matter ot record in connection therewith, but which baa not tully brought out by previous 
que.tioniJu<. Do you have anything to .ay at this time? 
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Lieutenant !lurpb¥: 110, 11r • 

The witne .. WU duly warned, excused IIlld withdrew f'r<lm the hearing roam. 
Counlel tor the board: Sir, the board will recall that when COIIID&!lder McLemore vas excused earlier, there wu: no opportunity to conduct an examination of him in a classified lession. Counsel fell that thil i8 on appropriate time to d. that. It itog1c~ follows the evidence the board has beard and it recOJlllllendl the board go into closed session at this time for the purpose of hearing cla .. ified testimony f'r<lm COIIID&llder McLax>re. 

Senior Member: Make it 80, pl.eue, counsel. 

The board closed at 1630 to go into a closed .e •• ion. 
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The hearing reconvened at 1632 hours, 18 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board, Who were present when the board recessed, vere again 
present. 

Senior Member: The hearing is open. 

CO!!D8.nder Albert S. McLemore J • witness for the counael tor the board entered, was reminded 
of hi. previous oath and of the clas.ification of the hearing and te.tified as follows. 

ElWIIIIATION BY COUNSEL Fa! TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel tor the board: 

Q: CDR McLemore J it' 8 been 80 long since we have leen you maybe we should set the stage a 
lltt1e bit again. On the evening of 2 - 3 June would you recall for the board your recollection 
of the basic situation in which MELBOURNE and her task group were at when you retired? 

A: Yes. We were steaming on a generally southwesterly course in a normall.y called sector 
type acreen, advanced type anti-submarine acreen, with DW atation on the right wing of the inner 
screen, with BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA in that order to lIlY left. The LARSON was in an advanced 
Screen position, 8 to 10,000 yard. I belleve ahead of the guide, on the' right wing, and nES on 
the left wing. It was sort of • 2, 3, 1 defense if you would llke to call it that. 

Q: Do you reca.ll the bue courle and speedY 
A: As I recall the base course was 220, base speed 18. 

Q. Speed what? 
A. 18. Of courle 

Q. Was it - - • 
A: I was DOt on 220 very much because we were not onlY zigzagging but patrolling atation, 

and I was at a lpeed other than bue speed to patrol. 

Q. Would you indicate the zigzag plan in which you belleve was in effect? 
A. 13 SIERRA, sir. 

Q: And from what publication was that taken? 
A: That was taken from the M'JP, Maritime Operating Procedures, applicable to this exercise. 

Q: Before you give a final anower to that question, would you llke to briefly review the 
01'GIID and the IIlP? 

A: Yea, I would, and I would llke to change JJIy Answer. If the board pleu:e, the publicationa 
Which I had, I had to return to other ships so I am nOW at this point with 7IIY briefcase without 
any background Infor.matlon. 

Senior Member: FuJ..ly understood,. CCIIm8.1lder. 

A: The zigzag plan i8 contained in FOCAF'. OPOlDER 1-69 and 11' you would llke me to refer to 
that portion, I will. 

Q: Would you refreSh your memory to insure that your information as to 13 SIERRA i. correct? 
A: 13 SIERRA 10 correct. 

Q: Do you recall the zero hour? 
A: No, ~ir, I don". For that particular plan I don't recall it. 

Q: Do you recall. instructions in your Night Order Book as to tadllarizatlon, as tp the duty 
of OOD' s to fam1l1arize th .... elve. with the zigzag doctrine? 

A: Well, this Is,.. In the Standing Night Orders the 0008 are required to fam1l1arlze 
themaelv •• with the zigzag plan in effect. 

Q: 
zigzag 

A: 

I'm referring speCifically to doctrines from particular publlcations as to the meaning of 
signala, how to resume and stop zigzagging and 10 forth? 
No, sir. I don't lpecifically recall if this was in the Night Orden for that night. 

Q: Do you recall whether you had given any inltructions at anytime to OClls and other watch 
standers on that 8ubject? 

A: I can 't &Dswer that. The .eDior watch officer in the ship la reaponslb1e tor the conductlIl$ 
of instruction period I for ODDs, alons with our Executive Officer as Train1ns Officer. I would like 
to lay, yes, I know this was done but I can't answer it def'1n1tlvely. 

Q: Had you i .. ued any partiCular instructions to your 0Cll'. as to the manner in which they 
.hould patrol their lectors? 

A: As to the manner in which they ohould patrol? 

Q: As to particular lIOVe. they should us. or ohould not use, the vigor which they .hould patrol 
and 10 forth? 

A: Ro. I don't... I can't recall. 11f-1 had. given lpecific directives on this subject. We had 
been doing such a patrol screen tor a long time in preparation tor this and WO doing previous 
operations with IEARSARClE. And lector patrol ocre...ning 11 something that a great many of the Officers 
of the Deck had not been flllll1liar with. And I opent a great many houro on the bridge with various 
CD'I showing them ~ thoughts on lector Icreening. 
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ElW!IIIA.TION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions b,y the senior member: 

Q: With respect to that la.st question. are you IlYing that it .... unfom1liar to Officers of 
the Deck as they entered exercise Sea Spirit or at lame prior time? 

A: BaDe prior t!JDe. Admiral. I think when we entered Sea Spirit we full,y understood lector 
screening and knew how to do it. The rules IU to Bector screening, as to what speeds to uae, how 
much of a course variance to use or how much of a eourse offset to use, are not clearly written. 
They are dependent on m&IJY things, sea state, sonar conditions, base speed, and then it sanet1mes· 
comes down to the tact that in a lector screen you .~ly donlt patrol anymore. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fa! TIlE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions b,y counsel tor the board: 

Q: Do you recall the lpecific limiting boundaries of your sector? 
A: . If I DIllY have a ..... nt. sir. I believe I1I;f sector limits were NOVEMBER PAPA, which would 

make lt 40 degree lector, 240, DO, 220 to 260. I would have to refresh I1I;f memory from the book on 
that one. 

Q: I show you a plotting board marked Exhiblt 25. It does not came from your Ship, I 
recognlze that. Does lt ln general plcture the Icreening dlopoa1tlon and specifiCally the 
posltlon of EVANS? 

A: General.ly, yes, exactly, no. h I s&1d, as I recall., DIY lector llmits were NOVEMBER PAPA 
which would be. I'm sorry, 240 to 280. This does not show that exactly. These sectors can be 
divided into 5 degrees 80 a degree area 1s significant. 

Q: CDR McLemore, there has been same lndication that during the courioe of Sea sPirlt, from 
the time from ;ortie fran Manila, the acreen disposition had been changed on several occasiona. 
Do you recall such changes? 

A: Well, I'm not sure I understand your question. Of course, &rJ¥t1me bue course changes, 
the screen disposition is going to be changed. Are you talking about the screening - the relative 
position of ships or screening concept? 

Q: I perhaps didn't make DIY question clear. I'm rea.l.ly referring to a basic change in the 
nature Or tn>e of screen in use, from 8Q' a single line t:o a screen in depth or ac:meth1ng in that 
nature? 

A: Yes. When Sea Splrlt first started out, when we sort led from Manila. the inltlal screen 
was a four ship ahead bent line sector screen and one ship astern. This was in general the same 

·type of screen which DESRON 23 had used with ASW Group ONE many times, pr!JDar1ly to - I should 
say particularly at night. The Captains and the Commodore bad gotten together on many occasions 
to discuss screening from the standpoint of effectiveness, safety, basically the best way to 
screen in a wide range of situations. And there were certain ~actors which were taken into 
consideration as to the type of threat, ~or example, that we might encounter. As to whether or 
not a rescue destroyer might be required. And the Squadron CClllD8.Dder had deveJ.oped a screening 
plan - I think I should say we. the Capta1ns and the Squadron CClIIIIW1der bed developed a screen 
concept for the squadron, which had been placed in effect at the outset of sortie from Man1l.a.. It 
vas changed. 

Q: And what .... the change? 
A: To greater depth. In other WOrds, a two line acreen and the rescue destroyer wu taken 

out of the position in the rear and put into the screen forward or on the wing. 

Q: In your opinion dld this create any severe handlcap tor a ship which might be designated 
as rescue deltrayer? 

A: A levere handlcap? 

Q.: Did it create any additional rilks .t'or a rescue destroyer? 
A: Well, I think: that - DIY personal reaction to it and this ill a personal. reaction, WlLS not 

one of great concern. We had discussed the - or we had in detail discus led the assignment o~ 
rescue destroyers, ·partlcularly at nlght, and the squadron plan was to have & ship ln a screening 
station astern detailed as a rescue destrayer 110 that he did not have to move fram position ahead 
of the carrier to a position utern of the carrier. But this was a plan that was in effect, I 
think pr!JDarlly in DESRON 23. I can't say that unilaterally, but I think lt vaa - that we were the 
ones who were lDOking at lt the hardest. 

Q: Did it cause you any great concern? 
A: No. No, I don't think it did. I think I would have been a great deal more at ease with 

a rescue destroyer in utern because in this way this llhip always knows who be is and can plan for' 
the rescue destroyer job a great deal better. 

Q.: Could you refresh the board's recollection u to vbether you knew you vere deaignated as 
rescue destroyer on 2 and 3 June? 

A: To the best ot I1I;f recollectlon I dld not mow. 

Senior Member: That answer requires a Uttle clarification. Surely you knew on the occasiona 
¥ben the ship was 80 stationed. 

A. Well, 1 had, a8 pravioualy testified, lone into reacue destroyer atation, 
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Senior Member: That's what I mean. 

A: But there are many factors which might determine the ship to go into rescue destroyer 
.tation, and I don't believe that any preset plan neceuarily need be followed, particularly if 
it puts the ship into a bad situation for going in. I wasn't necessarily surprised to go in 
earlier, because it looked llke I was in a good podtion to go in. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions b,y counsel for the board: 

Q: But, do I understand your answer to ." that you bad received no message designating you 
as rescue destroyer, to your knowledge? 

A: To my knowledge, I had not received the message, although I know in retrospect that such 
• mellage did exist. I law it after the fact. 

Senior Member: For the record, . counsel, that answer .t1ll doesn't seem to lay real.ly what the 
question intends to elicit. The difference I am concerned about ls we should try to separate 
designation as rescue de.trower fOr a particular tly1ng operation on the one hand, from the 
notification that for a particular period of time, a .hip i •• 0 designated for any and all flying 
operation. that ~ cOlDe up during that t1me. And I belleve that latter ••• 

Counsel tor the board: That's correct. To correct any erroneous impression that may have 
been created. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by cOUDJIel for the board: 

Q.: I underltand your answer, Sir, that you had not received a message designating you or 
notifYing you that you would be designated &8 r •• cue destroyer for a particular period of t1me, 
.ay from 0800 to 0800, 1. that correct? 

A: Thatts correct, sir. 

Q.: During that period between the replenishment at sea on the at"ternoon of the second of 
June and the time you retired, had you been lpecifical.l¥ designated to take rescue destroyer 
atation at that time? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Do you recall bow many time.? 
A: I think I testified previowsly that it was one, &nd that '. what I recall. 

Q: Did your Night Order. normally include bue course and .peed? 
A: Yea, sir, they did. 

Q: If known at the time you retired? 
A: Yes, Sir, they did. . 

Q: Is that in the part prepared by you or in the part prepared by the Executive Officer? 
A: Well, I think that to clarif'y that, the Executive Officer, as Navigator, normally prepares 

the Night Order. including any remarka. And if r have additional remarke I add them on. But, 
normally, in the great many cue., I don't have additional remarke, and .imply sign them and add 
the t1me I "'lIlt to be called. 

Q: Do yt>u recall U' you were on the bridge or in crc of EVANS at about 1800 on the 2nd, 1800 
GOLF? 

A: No, I dontt recall, 1730 was the normal meal. hour. I limply can't say. 

Q: When you testified earlier that you were aware of a message wb1ch indicated that someone 
had been designated for the rescue destroyer duty, that you had not to your recollection received 
that message. Was that an OPGEN ALFA me .. age designating you or aome other .hip? 

A: The - po .. ibly I might go back, if I might on this. 

Q: Maybe r am confused on thi.. Could you do that? 
A: Yea. Of course in the loss of the forward lection of the EVANS, all of Our cOll:lllUDicatioD8 

tilel were lost. The bridge ready reference files were lost. Easential.ly anything that would aid 
in reconstruction wal lOlt. The one message board that w.a not lost was that maintained by the 
Operations Officer in his stateroan. And of cours~ this board could have contained any and all 
of' the messages which were received by the ship, but normall.y contained thole of' a lasting interest' 
to him. Since an OPGEN ALFA was a 24 bour type me •• age r wouldn't have logically expected him to 
bold that on that board. I then .sked the Communicationa Officer - Assistant Commun1cat~ens Officer, 
I'm lorry, to see if' be could round up for me I.C¥ of' the particular messages that were in effect 
for that nigbt. 

Q: Thi. was after --
A: Ye., air. This was after "" bad got into Subic Bay. as • matter of fact. And he picked 

up • caw or the OPGEN ALFA fran KEARSARGE. 

Q: And what .hip did that designate .. RESDESt 
A: That designated BLACKPOOL &8 RESDEB. 
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Q: Now, do you recall - do you have any 1:It'onoation on a subsequent ..... age, perhaps fran the 
screen commander which designated you &8 RESDES deatro,yer? 

A: No, not to ~ recollection, lir, I don't. 

Q: Either before or arter? 
A: No. 

Q: You indicated that the Officer's message board was recovered. Is that among the documents 
which are available to the board? 

A: To be perfect~ frank, Captain, I don't know. We have been going through an awful lot of 
material, getting rid of classified material, which I think Is an understandable resolution at this 
point. I bonest~ don't know. 

Q: Counsel will make arrangements to try to preserve that record if' it Is still in existance. 
During the period you have been in either ele or on the bridge during the afternoon of' 2 June, 
artemoon - evening of 2 June, bad the FRlTAC cCllllllunications with the MELBOURNE and CTU 472.1.2 
been reliable? 

A: Yea. 

Q: Did you have any means for - would you like to IIIIIPlif'y that answer at all? 
A: Well, I know no occaaioD of' which they weren't reliable. I had had exceptlonal.ly good 

luck during Sea Spirit in not having cOlllllunication failures. 

Q: Do you recall whether you were 1:Iformed that EVANS was ordered to FCIlM 1 at approx1Jllate~ 
1815 on the 2nd of June? 

A: I don't recall the exact time. I think I previoua~ gave a time frame whicb would 
encaapus that.· 

Q: Did it in any way surprise you that your Ship-;'" lMiing ordered to FORM l..£ter not having 
been previously selected? 

A: Certainl¥ not. 

Q: Did you have any ... ans for receiving Primary Tactical Net traffic if you were not on tbe 
bridge? 

A: No. Dnl¥ if it ordered the ship to do sanething which I would normall,y be informed of, 
then I was informed of it by interior communications circuit. 

Counsel for the board: Sir, that'll all the questions I have on tactical matters. I have aome 
on readiness which I would like to go into, but maybe the board would. prefer to ask its questions 
on those matters first. 

CDR McLemore: I would like to c.-ent on one t~ which hasn't been brought up, if I might 
and if you would like to hear my coaments off the record and then decide whether or not to put 
them on the record. 

Counsel for the board: No, air.· I think they would Uke to hear them on the record. 

Senior Member: On the record. 

CDR McLemore: One thing 1n Sea Spirit which concerned me and it became particularly a concern 
during replenishment operation of the morning before. This was that essentially 3 task groups, tbs 
replenishment group or the convoy group as it were, the inner Icreen group which waS MELBOURNE and 
became KEARSARGE and the outer screen group which had been XE.ARSARGE and became MELBOURNE, were all 
cc::mmunicating on the aame primary tactical. trequenc7. And there was nO acreen tactical frequency 
1:1 use. This ... ant tbat an awful lot of people fran time to time were on that circuit talking to 
an awful ~ot of different people. And it 8C1Det1mes became a matter of aome concern to break the 
appropriate call signs and really see who was being talked to. This 10 one of the areas that I bad 
gone into qui te deep~ on tape, that afternoon. I oay on tape, I should IIIIIPlif'y that. I kept a 
tape recorder in J11If cabin and when sanething c .... up that I thougbt worthy of cOlllllent I put it OIl 
tape and then this was U8ed for a basis of generation of post exercise reports. .But there was just 
too mucb trat'fic and too many people on one radio telephone cirCuit, in J11If opinion. 

Counael for the board: Doea the board have queltiona, air? 

Senior Member: No. I think not at this time. Proceed. 

EXAMINATION BY COUIISEL Fa! TIlE BOARD (Cont' d) 

~ueations by counsel for the board: 

Q: CDR McLemore, what are the normal steps taken on board - what were the normal step. taken 
on EVANS to insure tbe setting ot' condition YOKE? 

A: At approz:bu.tely 15 minutes prior to sunset each day, the word is puaed over the interior 
announcing aystem tor dUl&ge control 'Petty offlcers, and dmage control petty officers are relatively 
lenior petty officers, from each of the ship'. dtvtlions to check that ~terial Condition YOKE is 
set in their respective .paces, and to report this to the Officer of lhe Deck on the bridge. That's 
the basis on which it is done. After once being set, if this ta of interest. the roving security 
watch is normally respon.ible for correcting any deficienci.s that he might see 1n setting of YOKF. 
that would have been caused by people going through a fitting and not reclostng it. 

Q. And who constitutes that roving security vatch' 
A. This 1s normally a man from the repair divil10n of the ahip. 
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Q: And to whom does he report? 
A: He reports to the Officer of the Deck on the bridge. 

Q: How often! 
A: Every hour, I believe. It 18 every hour. 

Q: Do you recall the status of the forward fuel tanks on the night of 2-3 June! Maybe I should 
give you a background of the question. The board. ls quite interested in the reason that the fo~d 
section sank 80 quickJ¥ and would like information on the loading and so forth. Do you have any 
information on the fuel tanks? 

A: No, I don't spec1fioal..ly have that - I lhould reoall what the fuel peroentage on board that 
evening waa, and I don't recall that. But we were - well, I refueled that morning during replenishment. 
I didn't refuel to 100 percent. The reason that I didn't was that the oiler that I was refueling 
frCllll had a defective coupling on her after rig and it was taking me forever to get fueled. SO I 
fueled to about 88 or 89 percent of capacity but I was topped off forward. So I would guess that ray 
fuel status forward was about 90 percent. 

Q: Do you reoall the status of the OIIIIIWlition loading forward? 
A: Yes. I had just about a tull war allowanoe on board. My forward guns were f'ull,y up to 

allowance because m:r after mount wu inoperative at the time, 80 whenever I used bullets forward I 
shifted fram the after mount to keep the forward magazines filled. 

Q: Among the documents reoovered 1'ol.low1ng the oollision, vas there a copy of the Ship's Booklet 
of General Plano? 

A: Yes, sir, there ~. 

Q: Do you have a oopy with you? 
A: Yes, sir, I do. 

Q: I would uk you to produce it, pleue. 

Counsel for the board: Could we have this marked as Exhibit 44 for identification. 

The reporter did as directed. 

Q: CDR, you have Exh1bi t 44 marked for identifioation in front of you and I would uk you to 
indicate to the board whether or not that Booklet of General Plans is to your knowledge up to date, 
as of 2 JW1e? 

A: This Booklet of General Plans refleots all changes to the ahip through the overhaul of 196B. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, 'we request the admission as Exhibit 441 

Senior Member: Permission granted. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCIl THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: Captain, I would like to return again to tactics for a moment. You indicated that the Senior 
Watch Officer wu responsible for training of ODs, but if you can answer these from your own knowledge 
we would appreciate it. What was the general content of the instructions given to the Officers of 
the Deck On zigzagging, do you recall? I'm referring specifically to the publicationS which were 
used in the instructions and in particular, in.tructions for exercise Sea Spirit. 

A: Well, sir, I oan't testify to that with any degree of oertainty. I attended OD tra1n1ng 
.elsions wru!never I could, and .. great many of them, the briefing particularly for Sea Spirit from 
the operation orders I attended. I don't recall that the mechanics of zigzagging per'se were the 
lubject of any of these. There was nothing different from the zigzag rules and that 'We had practiced 
fram Al'P-l IIIIU1Y times. 

Q: What in your opinion would be the effeotive publioation to go to for zigzag doctrine during 
Sea Spirit? 

A: ATP-l. 

Q: 1 or 1 ALFA? 
A: I'd have to aee it. It's a light brown lllaDual. Posa1bly it waa 1 ALFA. 

Q: I'll show you -
A: I'm sorry. No, sir, that's not the doctrine. It's ATP-3. 

Q: The board does not have an Al'P-3 in its poalenion. It does have an Al'P-3 ALFA. Is that 
the doctrine to which you are referring? 

A: I would like to look at thi. if I might. 

Q: Certainly. 
A: I don't reoall that the dooument that I had on f11II bridge lOOked exaotly like this. However, 

that doesn't mean anything. It could have bad a protective cover placed on it. ATP-l was a mental 
slip on f11II part. I bow well that Al'P-3 ia the book. 

Counlel for the board: Counlel hal no further questions, sir. 

Senior Member: I woul.d like to eonfer nth eounsel a moment. 
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Counsel and the Senior Member had a brief discussion out of the hearing of the reporter. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL Fal TIlE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Questions u.r counsel for the board: 

Q: CDR McLemore, I ..... have misled you and I certal.nly didn't intend to do that. I think 
A'rP-3(A), if you will look at the date, is quite recent and ..... not have been distributed to all. 
participants of Sea Spirit. 

A: I would like if I might, to refresh lI1¥ DIOIIIOry u.r going back through FOCAF's OPClUlER 1-69 
and even possibly gOing back to the basic planning document tor this exercise and see what the ~lst 
of re~erences were, to see - -

Q: You are aware that there 1s a list of effective references? 
A: There were a great ma.ny list of references t whether or not this part1cu1ar one 1s - that I 8 

only the CCMI Plan I believe, is it not? The other docUlllent is quite thick. 

Q: I show you Annex GOLF and let you have a chance to review it. 
A: Of course this is only a c.-unicationa Publication out of a Carmunications amll'x. 

Senior Member: Counael, may we review DOW, ls there a pending question to which the witness 
is 

Counsel for the board: Well, it might be better if I were to review the bidding and give him 
a chance to clarify. CDR McLemore, we realize that you are disadvantaged not having had a chance 
to see the OPCIUlERS since the collidon, but the question of ·zigzag doctrine has come up as to the 
appl1cabili ty of particular publications and if you would like a chance to review the OPCIUlER, you 
1lIIY certainly have that opportunity at this time. But the board is interested in your ideWf lIbat 
publication a watch officer would go to if' he received .: signail. as to a zigzag going .hto e'ffect or 
resuming or something in that nature, to determine what the meaning of the sign.aJ.. was, other than 
lIbat i. contained in the signal book. 

A: I can recall with some clarity, coming on the bridge and finding that ATP-3 didn't seem to 
be there and getting rather disturbed, primarily to me, becauae that' 8 always been a very good, very 
simple, one place document for being able to review very quickly the ground rules for zigzagging. 
They are also in ATP-l. The signal fone of course are in ATP-lA, Volume II. In retrospect now I 
knew that - well I knew even then that ATP-3 per se did not app~ in Sea Spirit. Otherwise why would 
FOCAF have put all of the fancy plan. into hi. OPCIUlER, that were excerpted out of A'rP-3. But to me 
it was still a very handy place to go to a page that I knew very well and review the bidding with 
respect to the ground rules. I don't think these basic rules change. I would have to review this 
very careful.ly to see if there is a conflict, but I could be very surprised, alJDost unbelieving if 
there were. 

Counsel for the board: That's all. the questions we have, sir. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel "tor the board: CDR McLemore, as in the uncl.aasif'1ed seSSion, the board gives you the 
opportuC1ty at this time to make any further statement covering anything related to the subject 
matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of record therewith, which has not been 
fully brought out u.r previous questions. Do you have anything that you would like to add? 

CDR McLemore: Yes, sir. I have. In going through papers the other night, which I hadn't 
looked at .Iince I transferred off KEARSARGE, I fOUnd .ome written notes and these were written dowo 
by me, as I "reca.l.l, the at'ternoon o"t the day that I came aboard KEARSARGE, u "lIlY recollections at 
that time of lIbat had occurred. And since I have already testified in lane detail as to lI1¥ 
recollections and lI1¥ escape from the ship, I thought that going back and bringing thes" thoughts in, 
which may vary sl1gbt~ to what I testified to before, would not be out of line. 

Counsel for the board: Would you like to do that in open session, em McLemore? Since this is 
a closed se .. ion, the only reason for doing it now would be 11' it was classified. 

CDR McLemore: It is not classified. It is of no 1.amediate consequence. And it may be if I 
can hear the testimoD¥ that I gave before and compare these notes there would be no .ign1ficant 
change. I really don't think there would be. But I think these are a more accurate representation 
of the events u recal..led at the time than 10 dqs later. Or for that matter, I could transcribe 
these and turn them over to you. 

Counsel for the board: It would appear appropriate to counsel that if it is unclassified and 
it clarities CDR McLemore's statement in open seasion that it should be done in open session. 

Senior Member: Counael, is it feasible to uk CI::E McLemore to submit these note so as to 
reinforce his testimony? 

Counsel for the board: Do that and ellrtfy? That 10 feasible, I1r. 

Member (Rear Admiral Stev~nson): Perhaps counsel. 1f they CAn be taken by coun~el. and if there 
is anything of substance there vhich differs from the testimony that CDR McLemore gsvp. then perh~ps 
he can be exaadned again. 

224 • 



( 
ElL 

Counael ror the board: That woul.d be .ati.r..,tory, lir. I om .ure that at .ome later t:lme 
after hearing all witne •••• , the board 1lIIY have further que.Uona ror CDR McLemore. 

Senior Member: Very poalible. 

Couneel for the board: He has not t •• tif1ed to the re.cue and salvage operations and it might 
be appropriate at that t:lme that we develop thi. information through que.tiono. 

Senior Member: IIa¥ I uk if the notes addr ... other than post collision matt.rs? 

CDR McLemore: No, lir, they do not. 

Counsel for the board: I believe that woul.d be the appropriate time to do it. CDR McLemore, 
do you have any statement in response to the invitation I gave as to basically classified 
pre-collision matters? 

CDR McLemore: Another thing which waa of aome concern to me, one of the little irritating 
things more than anything else about Sea Spirit"... the fact that we had to regress in "'''7 areas 
to the use of publications which we hadn t t used for 10'De time. As. specific example, we were using 
ATP-lA, VolUllle I and II, change 4, wben we were very used to using change 6. And there were aome 
significant dlf'fereneel. For one it wu quite a chal.lenge to get the aignalman not to put up ZULU 
for helicopters again. But it means a very quick shift in thinking and anything that people 1lIIY 
have learned in change 6 they have to unlearn very quickly and double check themselves. Thill in 
itself is probab~ not too bad, but for the officers I don't think it .... any particular problem. 
Another area that I had continuing problem during the work up phase, this didn't hurt us during 
the transit phase, but it did bother me a great deal during the work up phase was that we were using 
a different set of books and doctrines for exercise than we use in the U.S. Navy. We were using 
AXP series publications during Sea Spirit where we nonnally use FXP series publicatio"s in the Navy. 
And there are some significant differences in the method of conducting exercises here. Basically it 
meant that everything had to be double checked, and I did an aWful lot of researching. I understand 
~ this was done in Sea Spirit, but I do question the real deep necessity for it. It s.ems that it 
would be very helpful if we could work out one set of rules. 

Counael for the, board: Anything Furtber? 

CDR McLemore: NO J sir. 

Counsel for the board: Does the board have any questions as the result of the statement? 

Senior Member: No further questions. 

The witness was warned, excU!ed subject to recall, arid withdrew tram the hearing roam. 

The hearing adjourned at 1735 h~s, 18 June 1969, until 0830, 19 June 1969 • 
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'ZZIITH DAY 

Tbe board reconvened In executive •••• 10n at 0830, 19 ~UDe 1969. 

»urias the executive •••• 10ft the board review aDd .pproved the prior day'. Cranlcript and 
planned future proceeding. of the board 

The board's executive I ••• lon adjourned at 0940 hoar., 19 June 1969. 

The board reconvened 1n open •••• lon at 0946 houri, 19 June 1969. 

All perlon. connected with the board vbo were pre •• nt when the board adjourned were Igaln 
pre lent. 

Counlel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): The board 1. convened in open •••• 10n and counael pOint 
out that if there 1, any perlon preaent who knowl hi ... lf to be I witne •• or feels that be ~y be 
c.lled as a witne •• , he II not entitled to be prelent and ba ahould withdraw . 

Captain John P. Stevenson, Royal AUltrallen Navy, v •• recalled I •• wltne •• by counsel for 
the board, reminded that he vas still under oath, and examined .s follows: 

!XAMIRAnCli BY CrotlSJ:L FCIt TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counael for the board (CDt Glass·): 

Q. The purpose of the board in .alling JOU to live evidence now il to d.al with the POlt· 
collilion rescue stage. Accordin,ly, I ask you vhat position you vere in during the period 
immediately following the occurrence of the colliston? 

A. As the MELBOURNE hit the IVANS I va. Itandins:' ju.t,,Jo the port ~f the cOIIlpoIs. on the 
bridge. I issued the initial series of orders from there. 

Q. What were the orders that vere ia.ued, in the order in which you lave them? 
A. I wouldn't 11ke to be .peeiftc on the order in which I gave them. "StOI) both .ngines" 

and"th.-m full. asterrl' - this vas roundabout 'the time of atrlkl'ng-"EV~NS. The hands were 
already at collision atationa or going to colliaion atationa and I went to emergency atations 
roundabout the lame time or just before the colli. ion. Also, the highest damage control state, 
IIOne Zulu," was ordered. 

Q. What was the da~ge control poaition t ... distely before that order? 
A. Three XRAY. The normal a.agoina condition. Ught after the collision I ordered, IIAway 

all boats, 'out life rafts and life buoys". 

Q. I'll stop you there, Captain. Were all boats' brought into operation? How many boats and 
.... hat type? 

A. It brought into operation three boatl. One of which auffered damage 1n Manila and wasn't 
particularly effective - One boat on the port side, a 2S-foot motor cutter - th@ Admiral's barle 
on the starboard side aft and the a.a-boat. the utility boat, starboard aide forward, which was 
ineffective for about thirty adnutea. 

Q. How long was it before thoae boats ~re in the water? 
A. A ~tter of adnutes. the port motor cutter was in the water in three or four minutes. 

The barge had to wait until the EVANS w •• lufficiently far out for it to be lowered and was in 
the water in ten minutes, I should think. 

Q. How were those boats aanned? 
A. By the nearest people that got to them, and the port motor cutter by the sea-boat's crew. 

Q. }t)w .. ny are there in tM crew? 
A. Wormslly four. 

Q. Well, that wa. tbe order. "Avay all boat.," and I interrupted you when you were going to 
apeak about life raft. and life buoy •• 

A. At the t~ time I sent out life ra,ta and life buoys and pushed the buzzer ~self that 
releases the actual Ufe buoy., which are r11ht aft on the quarterdeck for 'emerlency use. The 
order to. "QJt life rafts and 1if. buoy." va. really DOt a normal order, but was to indicate to 
., officera to let the ~rl.ncy 1if. raftl over the aide. 

Q. How sany 11f. rafts and life buoya were in thi. vey broocht into vae' 
A. I think eiaht went O"Ift the port aide that _ VIed and only one went the atarboard side 

end vaa not inflated - jvat lay io the vater. We didn't pull it to inflate it aa it vas obvious 
that we weren't loing to Deed it. About ai. life buoy. went ever the aide aDd in addition people 
.... r. throvinl 11f. jlcketo Oftr frOll the fHlbt deck. 

Q. Whet v .. the ltae of the Hf. r.ftl tbot you bad on board? 
A. They are the 2S· .. n life rltt. 

Q. What vaa the next order .t .. oT 
A. I .. nt a ai,nal to the acraeoiaa .hlpa to cl.a ... to pick up aurvivor. from the vater in 

the vicinity of MELBOUIlll! llId I told tba flyi", c .... trol po"tUft to bring the balol back to UI. 

Theae were the ODea that vere on the acreell. There were two airborne at the U .... 

226 

/ 



( 

Q. How alny .hi, .... re there in the IICnan which c1.Hd ... you? 
A. There were four .hip. in the ler •• n which cla.ed. 

Q. And you were .bout to I.Y how .. ny helicopter. ,au had in the air? 
• • A. I hod two heUcoptere lD the dr whl.cb c_ b.ck. I told the flying control po.ition 

• • 
to bring up II .. uy .ore •• they could II quickly II po.,ible. 

Q. Did you, your.elf. oba.rve the hela. in Iction or not? 
A. Yel, I could I.e them flyina around with their .pot·l1shta on • 

Q. What el.e happened? 
A. t then went to the. This hippened very quickly ••• l then vent to the atarboard wing of 

the bridge. 

Q. I think perh.ps there va. an .irhorne flxed-wina. 
A. Yel, I think 10. We had one fixed-wtna .1rborne and this was diverted to KEARSARGE, but 

it really wasn't diverted .t thi' Itage. I knew that it wa. airborne .ad it was diverted I 
little l.ter to KEARSARGE. 

Q. What about the fli.ht deck, WI' .nythina done In relation to tt, to clear things away 
for action? 

A. Well, this statement to bring up the helol vas an autaa.tic order and flying control got 
on with the job of clearing fixed-wfna away and brinaing up heloa. 

Q. You were saying that you went to the starboard vtaa of the bridge. 
A. I went straight out to the starboard willi, I aUtl had "full a.tern" on and obaerved 

the after half of EVANS p ••• ing down ~ .hlp' •• ide. 

Q. At what distance from your ahip's side? 
A. Very close. 

Q. Very close? 
A. Startina to .ave out a bit .s it lot further down. 

Q. Could I just stop you there? What .bout the forward aection of EVANS? 
A. I couldn't see a great deal of the forward .ection of EVANS, but I had presumed that it 

had capsized. There was nothing vi,ible of the .. at or funnels, nothing further that I could aee 
on the port Side. 

Q. What did you do, directing your attention to the after half of the EVANS, on the 
starboard lide? 

}. Well, 8S the ship stopped, 
and then k1cked the stern around a 
which bumped her in against EVANS. 
team on the quarterdeck were taking 

Q. How were they doing that? 

I 'topped the enaines ao that the ship was dead in the 
little closed to EVANS with a touch astern on the port 
I could then aee that the team on the flight deck and 
action theeselves to lecure the two ahips together. 

water 
engine 
the 

A. By berthing lines. Actually the quarterdeck ataff was very prompt in letting berthing 
wires out and they had wires ready before EVANS lot aft. They .ecured it that way and the flight 
deck crew threw over acrambling netS. 

Q. Were you able to see at that stage what va. being doae·on MELBOURNE with re.pect to the 
people in EVANS? 

A. t could ~ee. We put the lignal lampa on her to lilht her up to aee what was happening. 
t couldn't see clearly except that people vere loing over from MELBOURNE. 

Q. Do you know in vha t .. nner they were boardina EVAKS from IIELllOIJRlIE? 
A. Well, I aaw a couple jump. I think there va • • • crambling net frOID the quarterdeck. 

Q. What would be the wrticet .iltance. appraxiMItely, down frena the deck. of the IIELllOIJRlIE 
to the deck of EVARS? 

A. Oh, I couldn't lue.s. It', quite a lona way. I wouldn't like to jump it ayself. 

Q. What va, the next event, In aequence? 
A. The Executive Officer rana .. on the brid,e at about 3:20 and save ~ a run down on the 

Action he vas taking - the people were being broulht in fro. the .ft,r half, the boata vere g01ng 
awny for survivors .nd that he would keep .. Infor.ed e. thina. developed. 

Q. Doea It .eem to you that the effort, were beiaa sufficiently or.ani&ed at that atage? 
A. I was completely aati,fied with what he va. aoing. I didn't have to give .ny further 

Instructions to him, but to alree with what he vas doing. Then I rena the aickbay and Supply 
Officer to see if their orlanizetion wa. lettiDI .oviaa a. well. 

Q. And did you live thea any partieular instructiona, that i. to say to the alckbay and the 
Supply Officer, or did you 1 .... it to their discretion? 

A. No, I told them to prepare for survivors. They said that everythina vas in hand end they 
were quit. happy. They would be ready for wrv!vora in any condition they ca. on board. 

Q. 
A. 

Officer 

What .. dical faciliUea and _dicd p.rlonnel did you haw: OD board MELlOUIUfE? 
I had a .. dicat steff of ODe eo...nder and ODe Lieutenant aaaiated by a Chief Petty 
and about eight corpe.en. 

227 



4 , 

•• 

" 
(' 

Q. And the o1ckHy .nd the licltb.y focUiU ... _ld you liv. u •••• nord account of them? 
A •. It I, about. fourt.en bed alckbay with • aood operatlna arel. load ,ursery, capable of 

handling molt c •• ualtl.l. 

Q. What w .. the next port of the .hl, thet .. ,.Clad to ,....1 
A. Damage Control Headquartere reported 1n that, the lalctal report. were t~t there wa. no 

lerious flooding beyond the colli.loD ~lkbe.d lad they would live ~ • further report after they 
had c~rried out • cloler ex-.inatiOD. 

Q. What va. the po.ition with r • .,.ct to the colli.ion bulkhe.d.? 
A. They held. There wa. nO leatage beyond the colli.lon bulkhead,. 

Q. ·What do you recall I, the next atep you toot! 
A. I then went down to the Operatione Roo. to aee the Adaire1 Ind discus. the ,ltu.tion with 

him. He wa. very bu., in contact with the relt of the force and taking action to prepare 
coordinated •• arch and rescue activit! •• in the area. 

Q. What people did he bave '" the Op. 100lIl ... hUD& "'"' 1n thh ... k? 
A. I think the ~jor one va. the 'leet Operation. Officer, the Duty Staff Officer and 

Flag Lieutenant. In fact. the .. jorlty of his ataff v •• there at that time. 

Q. Did he live you any inatructi01'l.8 •• to the division of the functions between yourself 
and him? 

A. Yes, he told me to carry on with the re.eue of .urvivora in the immediate vicinity of 
IlELBruRNEand he would bandl.the .... t of tbe .im.tion, 

Q. In 80 far a. you could aee, v •• the rest of the lituation being adequately handled from 
the Ops loom? 

A. Most adequately, yes. 

Q. What do you next recall happeniDg? 
A. The Executive Officer of the IVANS, Lt.utenant Comm.nder MCMichael, wal brought to ae on 

the bridge. I think he was one of the firat .en picked up - picked up by belo. He came up to 
Bee me. I asked him to take action aa quickly 8. possible to record the survivors as they came 
board • to get 8 list of the lurvivors together. 

Q. Did you offer him any asslstance In regard to that? 
A. Yes, he was given alsi,tance by my own officer •• 

Q. And the next event? 
A. I think the next one was the Captain of the EVANS. who was brought up to the bridge to 

see me. I sent him below to the lickbay to be attended to. He was obviously hurt and was 
bleeding quite badly. I asked him a •• oon a. he had been patched up to move around his men to Bee 
that they were being cared for ., he'd wi.h. 

Q. What did you observe a. to the condition of the EVANS Executive Officer? 
A. He was in good .hape. 

Q. Can you recall when it va. that you next received a report? 
A. It was about 3:30. I would be fairly ha~y a. to the ti~. but the Executive Officer 

reported that an survivors vere off the .fte,r end of !VANS. I think it waB my Executf..ve Officer 
who reported that. They a.ked perad •• iOD to let la, ea.t off the .fter end of EVANS from the 
.hip, as they were concerned that the aettlina In tbe water might cause d~ge, if it went 
down. 

Q. Damage to what? 
A. Screws. 

Q. What did you decide in relation to that request? 
A. I told them not to cast off at that atage but to told my Executive Officer bimself to 

conduct a very thorough aearch of the .fter balf. of all compartments in the after half. I 
wanted to be sure that everybody wa. off tbat before I let it 10. 

Q. Your Executive Officer .a.? 
A. COIIID.Inder Stevens. 

Q. When did you next hear from him? 
A. At about ten mdnute. later - ten or fifteen ~nutes lster. He reported that he had 

conducted a really thoroulh •• arch. He va. ablolutely certain there wa. nobody left on the 
after half of EVANS, 

Q. What did you then do? 
A. I then called up the Ad.ir.1 in tbe Oper.tion. Room .nd told hi. tbat •• nd a.ked 

permhsion to let go the after half of nANS and .:Ive clear. lie ,ave _ that peradaston. 

Q. How did you 80 .bout it1 
A. We let ,0 all lines aDd I ju.t put • dow ahead on the port enaine for a few minutes and 

moved about five cable. clear. Then .. stopped a,. In. 

Q. Did you observe what bappeDad to ~be aft.r .ectin of PAWS ..... abe ••• ca.t off? 
A. Well, it atayed .float. 
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Q. ~h.t did you next recall happening. air! 
A. The next action really was with the dam.ge to the ship. The reports came in that, of the 

dam~ge up forward. we were ~klng water 1n the triaadng tanks; that the colli.lon bulkheads were 
holding, and there was no leakage past them, and action w •• being taken to ahore-up thoa • 
bulkheads which they expected would be fully ahored·up by five or six houri. The .stl-.te then 
was thnt we would be able to ateam at 4 knotl. 

Q. Do you recall what happened .fter that! 
A. The Engineering Officer and the Executive Officer of the EVANS came up to the bridge and 

asked perad •• ion to return to their ship. They believed that with their knowledge they would 
be ~bl. to .ave her If they could get the a.,lltence of .ome of their fellow officers in the 
other Rhips. They believed their knowledge would be .aluable In sslvaging the after half. 

Q. Did you have any discussion with them of this problem of salvage? 
A. A very brief discussion. They assured ae that they felt they would be valuable back 

there and they both seemed uninjured, 80 I arranged • boat for them to 10 back and send them 
back. 

Q. And who went back with them? . 
A. Just the"boat's crew took them back, '-to my·knowledge. I ·just gave the two o'f them 

permission. Whether they took anybody elae with them I couldn't be aure. 

Q. ~8S the same lubject matter raised by the commanding officer? 
A. les, the Captain of EVANS, about ten minute. hter ca. up with a .illlllar request but 

t dldn't con.ider be would help a Ir.at deal. Be wa. very shocked and In a fair .mount of pain 
and I asked him to deter that •• s I thought bi. Executive Officer and Engineering Officer would 
be able to handle tt. t asked him to continue to keep an eye on bis aen on board, which he 
agreed to do. 

Q. Where was he at the stage he spoke to you? 
A. On the bridge, agaln. 

Q. Where had most of the men from !!VANS .. tbe 
A. They mustered in sicltbay and the wardroom. 

in addition to the sicltbay. 

!!VANS .urvivor. been muatered? 
The emergency aedical center is the wardroom 

Q. What was the next thing you recall happening? 
A. I think about 4:00 o'clock, or a little .arlier than 4:00 o'clock. I got the first 

eltimpte of the number of survivors and t aignaled that to the Admiral. 

Q. Do you re~mber what the estimate v •• at that atage? 
A. It was an optimistic one of about two hundred and thirteen. 

Q. Your next recollection. sir? 
A. About 5:30 I secured the hands from emergency stations, and they went back to their 

normal activities. I m.intained a hiBh damage control condition. 

Q. ~hat action continued from 5:30 on? 
A. We continued to search the area for survivors and wreckage by boats and helos. 

Q. At that stage was your force of boats and helos augmented from any other source? 
A. Augmented by· the rest of the escort) with u. by KEARSARGE hel~a. and by'all the other 

ships which were cl~sing from the other force. There v •• a very large number of ship. and boats 
in the area at that time. 

Q. Are you able to give any reliable eat~.te .a to the number of boat. in the water and 
belos in the air looking for .urvivors? 

A. There ",re four heloa In tM air. We kept it to that nunber, divided the air into 
aectors of four with one helo In each. I think the number of boata vere 6 or 7. 

Q. What was the realon for It.tting helos in the air to four? 
A. Safety of the helD.. They could cover the .re. quite .atisl.ctorily, In fact more than 

latisfactorily. we thought. 

Q. Would there have been any advantale in havins .are than the four that you had? 
A. No, I don't think 10. 

Q. And in your opinion, what would you .tate .s to the thoroughnela in recovering lurvivors 
of efforta .. de by bo.t. and beloa? 

A. I think that it was absolutely thorough. I think that there wa. no po •• ibility that 
.nyone was missed. Although t would qualify that by •• ylng that obvioualy some people were lost 
in the initial collilion. We obviously didn't -anale to pick up everybody in the vater 
immediately that needed to be picked up. 

Q. Why do you say that, air. 
A. Becaule of the time. 

Q. By whIt hour dld 11Sht flr.t oppeor' 
A. I wouldn't like to .ay. t think It va. around 5:00 o'clock. 

Q. And by 5:30 the conditione of 11Sht - how would ,OU do.crlbo them, 
A. Aseln. 1 would bo 0 little bee, on thll. 1 tbtBt quito li.ht. 
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Q .. And by 5:30, vhat voo the otot. of the ... ther? 
A. Just the lame, flat cala, clear Iky. 

o 

Q. Well. at that • .me tiae. 5:30, what VI. heine dODe '0 far II you knew fpr the .urvivors 
on board? 

A. They vere beinl cared for very well •• 1 far II I could •••• They had been fitted out 
with clothing. they had been liven food, hot drink. Tho •• that had been da.aged were looked after 
in .ickb8Y and ~ .hip'. company wwre dolnl their belt to .tx with them and try to take their ~nd 
off what had occurred. 

Q. When VIS it ~hat you were flr.t able to l •• ve the bridle and vialt the lurvlvorl In the 
wardroom and Ilekhay? 

A. I vent to thea at about 9: 30 1n the .,ming. 

Q. And dld you 11ge any lnltructlon. for any particular ..enlttea - food to be provlded? 
A. I .aked - told them to glve them I beer t •• ue. To aive them I can of beer .pieee and 

the bAnd turned out to play for t~. A little in conaruouI, but it leemed to lilhten the 
Iltaatlon a little bit. 

Q. Was anything done to lend eny of the .urvtvor •• vay? 
A. Yel, they were lent to the IEARSAIG!, on the in.tructionl of Admiral king, et about -

ahortly before addday. 

Q. Does that .ean all of them? 
A. All of them. The I.rioul caavaltiel were .ent acroa. by helol earlier. The ones that 

remained on board were all lent IcrOl14 

Q. Where w .. II:EAIlSARG! by that tillle? 
A. Within about a adle. 

Q. Returning to the time of the impact, can you tell u. what effect it hid on the 
MELBOORNE'. forward .otion? 

A. NO, I can't. It didn't leem to. I can't recell being thrown forward et 811 by the ship 
being pulled up. The fact that we actually pulled up with EVANS close to my stern, I think it 
.ust have taken a couple of knots or more off the lpeed of the Ihip • 

Q. Are you able to give us any observation IS to the relative 
EVANS's .tern section passed the MELBOURNE's bridge? 

• peed of MELBOORNE and EVANS 
as the 

A. Yes, not more than 4 to 6 knot.. 4 knots I would luess. 

Q. Up til what time did •••• 1 withdraw that. Wa,.ome aervice held during that day? 
A. Yes, we held a voluntary ~morial .ervice on the flight deck at about 1700 that 

afternoon. 

Q. What form did the service take? 
A. It was a combined .ervice held by Roman Catholic and the Protestant chaplains. It was 

voluntary, but ., far a. I could .ee, every·~mher of the lhip va. there. It lasted about 
twenty or twenty~five minutes. We had the last post and hymns. The no~l memorial service. 

Q. And when did the ship leave the .real 
A. We left at 1830 for Singapore. 

Q. Bound for Singapore at what lpeed? 
A. We atarted out with the engines just turning over to see how the colli.ion 

hold and bui ~.t up the speed gradually to - ill Itepi untl1 we were doing 12 knots. 
quite lecure at that speed. 

bulkhead would 
Everything was 

Q. In your opinion could any greater .udi.s have ~en achieved if additional r~urces had 
been available for the rescue operation? 

A. No. 

Q. In your opinion with what delree of efficiency were the rescue operations conducted? 
A. Hon efficient. 

Q. Did you, your.elf, oblerve any particular acts\of herot .. that you would wish to commend? 
A. Mot myself, other than the Ite.dinel. of the .. n in the after half of EVANS. I would 

certainly commend thea. I could aee thea in the lilhtl. They seemed Co be very steady. 

Q. Captain, a fev que~tion. by vay of a.plification on what you have said. When you formed 
your initial estimate of two hundred and thirteen .urvivors, upon what vaa that bale? 

A. That was a report from Lteutenant Coam.nder MeM1chael and a Lieutenant Commander O'Donne! 
vhom I hsd detailed out to let the lilt of ,urvivor.. It leemed that there had been some 
duplication which was .hown up later on. 

Q. 
A. 

logged 

Can you tell UI when it va. that tbis eattm.te wa. reviled a. far a. you knew? 
I feel that it wa. about 4:00. It WDuld ahow in the 11anal loa, becauae the signal was 

in. 

Q. And who va. it that lave you the revised fiaure' 
A. Lieutenant Commander O'Donnel, whoa I had told to ca.pit. the lilt. They went Iround very 

closely. The initial one v •• .-de out .ore ~y a count of head.. After that they all .. de out next 
of Itin fOrlll. 'riley filled out a fom aDd _II they tint. had tbil, ""loh took quit ...... tt ... then 
the revised numhers .. re clear. 
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Q. And 10 far .. that relatea to .. ttera within ·JOUr knovl.dle. it ia true? 
A. Yea. 

Q. And 80 far as it relate. to .. tter. outlide your perlonal obaervation, do you believe 
the report to be true? 

A. Yel, I do. 

Coun •• ! far the board (CDR Gla •• ): Coun.el offerl that report In evidence .. Exhibit 45. 

Senior member: This .. y be admitted, 

enUne8! for the board (CDR Glass): Doel the board slve permi •• ion for the document to read 
at this time? 

Senior member: If you think it desirable. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GI ••• ): Yel. 

Senior 1DeIIIber: Very veIl. 

At this time couns.l for the board (CDR Gta •• ) read Exhibit 45 to the board. 

EXAllINATION BY COONSEL rClt TIlE BOARD 

Questiona by counsel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q. Further to the helo parti.ipatlon. Captain. 
each sixty degree aector. You recall you mentioned 
the position? 

Thia referl to lix heloa learching, one in 
four before, would you 11ke to elaborate on 

A. Yes, I didn't pick that ad_take up. 
when it reduced to four. It .tarted at aix 
was down to four at a faily reasonable hour 
would like to check on that one. 

It atarted·off ~~ .ix. I'. Just trying. to recall 
and reduced to four during the day~ I b'lieve it 
during the day~ Around ten or twelve o'clock. I 

Q. Do you remember 1f the question of reducing tbe number wa. aubadtted to you for approval 
or what? 

A. No, this would be the Admiral'a decision at thi. ata.e. This was an over all aearch. 

Q. Admiral Crabb. He was deciding how many helicoptera were needed to obtain ~ximum 
coverage? 

A. He had control of the over all aearch effort. lut I think Lieutenant Commander Rogers, 
who you have here to call, is the CO of the helo aquadron. He will be able to clarify this. 

Q. Further to your earlier .tatement that in the initial moments it waan't possible to pick 
up evprybody, are you able to elaborate on that? 

A. I remember the complete anguish of two of the boat crew who couldn't pick up one chap 
who was drowning. They had, each one had - were recovering one 1IIAD. from the vater and cOuldn't get· 
across to this other chap. They needed 8 little sedation when they lot back on board. I imBgine 
there would have been other aindler caee8. 

Q. You know of one from the report to you. Do you have any reliable information that there 
were others or i8 it pure apeculation? 

A. There 1a a report of two men loins down 1n the auction of the ahip. They were standing 
on the keel of the Ihip a8 abe went, the port aide. Tl:'ere vere people .tanding on the upper 
deck. We didn't .ee them a8ain. 

Q. 
in that 

A. 

From your 
way'? 

knowledge of reports .. de to you, you can speak oaly of three .en who were lost 

Yes. 

Q~ Are you able to tell ua from your oh.erv.tion wbether Iny of EVANS' inflatable life 
rafts from the forward aection of the .hip were relea.ed from £YAHS and became inflated? 

A. Not from my observation, no. 

Q. Pro. any report to you, do you know? 
A. No. 

Q. With respect to damese control training in your .hip, do you have any comment to make on 
ttl effectlvene •• in the ... nt. which happened? 

A. It was moat effective~ We had conducted. very concentr.ted aeries of damage control 
exercises and I believe it was in a hiah .tate of efficiency .nd it worked very well indeed. 

Q. Can you tell ua whether the port hoat was turned out before the imp.ctf 
A. Yea, tiro 

Q. Row .... h before? 
A. It WIS the .ea-bolt aDd v.a turned out. 

Counael for the board: Coun.el •• ka if thi. would be • convenient tta. to break in proceedings. 

Senior .ember: Yes, it vould~ w. will have a ~rief ~eeel •• 

The board recea •• d It 1037 houra, 19 JUDe 1969. 
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c CEClA_SSlflED 

Tile board reCQDV_ at lJ.05 boun. 19.r ..... 1969. 

All 'perloDa conneCed with the board, who were pre.ent when the board ajourned, were again 
preaent. 

Oounle1 tor the board (CDR Glus): 
to point out that ~ person who may be 
stevenson 111 to be reeal.J.ed • 

TIle board beinl in open le .. ion again. couns.l would like 
a wit.,. .. before tile board lbould vttbdraw. Captain 

EXAMINATION BY COUlIB!L Fa! TIlE l!OARD 

Questions by counsel tor tile board (CIfI Glul): 

Q. Captain Stevenson, returning to a que.tiOD, vb1ch baa been railed before, do we Wlderatand 
correctly that you know of' only one man wbo " .. in the water and accelalble to be picke,d up by boat 
or helicopter, but who ~ not reached in t1me? 

A. That 11 the on4 one I know of personalJ¥. 

Q. Are you in position to giv. us _ reliable a ......... nt of the dllllOge done to IIELBOURlIE? 
A. Not reliable, no. ltd prefer to leave it to •••• 

Q. Is there s,- person who is preparinl an accurat. lurvey of dllllOgO? 
A. AdIII1ral Crabb'l Chi.f of Staff Technical. who il Captain Elliot. 

Q. Did you call tor a report from your IUPP~ officer with respect to the provisions he had 
made available. and other action he had taken. tor the relief of the lurvivorl? 

A. Yel, I dld. 

Q. What 11 hi. n ..... ? 
A. Commander Kemp. 

Q. Would you look at this docUlllent. Is that the r.port which he prepared in obedience to 
your requirement? (showing the witn ... a paper or papers). 

A. Yes. it 11. 

Q. And are there matters in that report which are true within your own knowledge? 
A. Yea, there are. 

Q. And, 80 tar as they aren't within your own knowledge, do you believe them to be true? 
A. Yes, I do. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel .ak! that tbis"report.be received into evidence 
as Exhibit 46. (Handing the exhibit to the Senior Member) 

Senior Member: Yes, that will be received into evidence. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glall): Counsel does not deem it is nec.ssary to read this docUlllent. 
It relates to vari~ provisions supplied and amem1ties furnished to the EVANS survivors. 

Q. Captain, did you aleo call tor a report f'rom your Medical Officer. relating to the treat­
ment given to EVAlIS survivors on board IIELBOURJIE? 

A. Yea, I did. 

Q. What is his name? 
A. Ccmu.n:1er Parsons. 

Q. And is this document the report which he 1'urnished 1n IIJlswer to your instruction? 
A. Yes, it 1s. 

Q. And are th.re _tters contain.d therein vb1ch are true t.o your own knowledge? 
A. Yel. 

Q. So far as regard I those outside your knowledge. do you believe them to be true? 
A. Yes, I do. 

OoUDSel for the board (CDR Clla .. ): Counlel orrers into evidence this document as Exhibit 47. 
(Handing the exhibit to the lenior .ember) 

Senior Member: ca.ander. one of thele names 10 III1sspelled in the exhib1t as in~icated. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glul): So corrected. 

Senior Member: It ~ be adIII1 tted. 

Couns.l tor the board (CDR Glasl): Likewile. with relpect to thil doc .... nt. counsel cannot 
I.e ~ purpose to be lerved by readinl it. 
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Q. Captain, .... re tllere any c.-unic .. tion. p .... ed to the _n in tile .... ter or tho •• on board 

the .. fter .ection of EVANS by llean. of tile top aide epeaken of MELBOURNE vIlich 111&1 bave Driginoted 
frOll tile bridg.? 

A. Bo, the topdde .peakers of the MELBOURlIE are tile night deck .peaker system and tbat would 
. • bav. been I""",wbat confuaing to the Ilelicopter oper .. tiools. 

. . 
Q. And they weren' t used tor. tbat purpo.e? 
A. They were not • 

Q. At this Itage, Captain Steven.on, lOU are intOnDed 1n relation to post coll181on matter. 
that ynu are privileged to IIIO.ke a further .tlLtement cover1.ng anything relating to the subject' ... tt""er 
of the inquiry ynu t-hink should be a matter of record and which hu not been fully brought out by -
previoU8 questions. 

A. I would llke to st.te that we recognize this collision as a disaster. Nevertheless, the 
courageous behavior of the sailors of both the EVANS and the MELBOURNE highlights the gre .. t 
q,uill ties of theae young men of America and AU!ltralla. Thit was a time wh*n men thought not of 
themselves, but in the normal. tradition or the aea, rlskedthelr livea to help others. When the 
criais vas over and the survivors were resting, the aena. of' loss was tempered by one ot comradeship 
which ns .x.mplified by COIIIIWld.r McLemor. leading his .. n in three Cheere for MELBOURNE ... tlley 
l.ft by boat for the ICEARSARGE. Finally, I would llke to read the signal that I recehed the day 
after the collidon. It 10 rro:n Admiral T. H. Moorer, the Chief of B .. val Oper .. tions, United 
States Navy. "At a time of lorrow for sailorl everywhere. be assured that we It and with MELBOURNE 
an:! the relit of the great Royal Australian Navy. Please know our grateful appreciation tor your 
prompt, effective rescue operation. without which the loss would. have surely been greater." The 
MELBOURNE assurea .AdJa1ral Moorer ot her continued strongest admiration of the men. the ships and 
the organiz .. tion of the Unit.d St .. tes B .. vy. Tbank ynu. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glaas): C .. ptain Stevenson, lir, I beli.ve I .... correctly st .. ting 
the board's views in this ma.tter wbln I s~ that although you are excused frem further attendence. 
it 10 very likely that ynu will be .. sked to OClllO b .. ck w)len all the evidence on the pre-collision 
aspect has been received. You are now excused .ubject to that' recal.l, wh1'ch will be : communicatecr 
in due course. And the board thanks you tor your attendance •. 

Senior Member: Thank you, very INch. Capta1n. 

Witness: Thank yn:l, .ir. 

Leading Tactical Operator Christopher Stevens vas called as a witness by counsel, waa duly 
aworn and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fat THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glaaa): 

Q. Leading Tactical Operator Stevena. YO:.1 have been called as a witness for this board of 
investigation which is inquiring into the circUlll8tances surrounding the collidon of HMAS MELBOURNE 
and USS PRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood tbat ynu bave evidence that 111&1 .... 1st the board 
in its investigation. You are adviled that the evidence i. being received in open lelsion of the 
board and that dloclosur. of classified information 10 not .. uthoriz.d during eyen se .. ion. Should 
the anlwer to sny question which you are uked require you to disclose claslified information, you 
are requested not to answer the question but to advile the board that the anlver would require you 
to disclos. claadfied information. In luch c .... ynu will later be given the opportunity to testify 
as to the classified information in :loaed lel.ion. However, if you can &Dawer the question either 
in part or in g.neral terms without dlocloling specific claao1fied deta1le, ynu should do 10, 
advising tile board of mar deaire to amplify in later closed .. so1on. Is that clear? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q. I alao tell ynu tbat under Australian law it 10 nece.sarr to Vt.rD yn:l that ynu 111&1 rerua. 
to ansver any question, the answer to which JZI,Q' '-tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. 
It will be for you to raise the objection and for the board to decide wheth.r you IllU8t answer the 
questi06 or not. Do you underltand that? 

A. Yea. lir. 

Q. Finally, I uk ynu o~ bebalt of the reporter, to lpeak alowly and loudly, and yet, riot too 
close to tile microphon.. Would ynu ple .... It .. te ynur full _ and ynUl" rank. 

A. Chrlotopher Stevena, Leading Tactical Oper .. tor, .ir. 

Q. And on the night of 2nd - 3rcI of June, were you ...... ber of tile .hips ccapany of MELBOURNE? 
A. Tat ia cornet, air. 

Q. And wbat watch did ynu keep tbat night, 
A. Starting from two A.M., lir. - the .... tch CCIIlpleted .. t eight o'clook in the IIIOrning. 

Q. When ynu c .... on watch .. t two o'clock, thil wu to carry out the dutiel, wu it Leading 
T .. ctical Oper .. tor? 

A. Well, yel, air. Actually the duty I wu part'orllling wu y......, of tile W .. tch, sir. 

Q. Ye<nwl of tile W .. tch? 
A. Yel, lir. 
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Q. But...,ng the duties of Y.CIIII&n of tba Watch .... 10cluded that of the Leading Tactioal Operator? 
A. That i. right, .ir. 

Q. And working tog.ther with you OIl the bridge, .... there a Tactioal Operator? A. That i. oorrect, .ir. 

Q. And what .... hi. n .... ? 
A. Tactical Operator Jao&bs, .ir. 

Q. Now, we're going to uk you, Leading Taotioal Operator st.V.DB, to explaiD to us the nonaal way in which the Leading Tactical Operator and the Tactioal Operator work the Primary Tactioal Circuit. Do you und.r.tand that? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. But, perhaps first I should uk you whether the no1"Dlal system of working was Observed that night? 
A. Th. noruJ. .y.tem Wal ob •• rved that night, yo., .ir. 

Q. Frem the time you came on watch unfU the colli8ion, the nonD&l practices were observed, w.re th.y? 
A. That i. oorreot, .ir. 

Q. Now, what i. the looation of the Primary Tactioal reo.iver and tranem1tt.r? A. Well, the looation i. at the rear of the bridg., JII&Illl.d by TO Jacob. on the head •• t and alao on a loud .peaker to the right of him. 

s.D1or Member: We oan't hear that. 

Witn ... : W.ll, the circuit i. mann.d by the operator on ., head •• t and alao we ~ve the circuit on the loudspeaker as well. So I could hear it as well. 

Q. How loudly doe. the circuit come ov.r the loud .peaker. So a. to be within hearing of ever,yone on the bridge or not? 
A. Audible tor a couple of teet, lir. 

Q. I take it you would .tation your.elf within that rang •• 0 you could h.ar it? A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Now, if the Captain wi.h.d to .eDd a ..... ag. out on the Primary Tactical Net, how .... it don.? A. Well, the Captain .... Well, I normally stand by the Captain, .ir. He t.lls me what h. wants passed out on the net. Then I would go over and do a grouping of' necessary - group it up, write it down for the operator on a piece of' perapexw1th a Chinagrapll pencil. He would then look at this a.nd pus out the signal frCXll there. Then I would go back &Ill. report it, air. 
Q. Now just take it .lowly. 

Senior Member: Wrote it down on a piece of wbat? 

COUDIel for the board (CDR Glas.): Piece of 'POr.pex 'With a ohinagraph pencil. 
Witne •• : Or we had .cribbl. J*\ ••••• 

Q. W.ll, do you remember what .crt of material was being uaed OIl thi. particular night? A. Well, I .... using the eh1llegraph, sir. 

Q. Chinagraph on peropex? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. I. thi. what you .aid. That the Captain would t.ll you what ..... ag. h. wanted •• nt on the Primary Net? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. ADd you would provid. the nece •• ary call aign. and do any nece .. ary coding that ..... oall.d for? A. That i. oorrect, 8ir. 

Q. And you would writ. down 1n thi. way the call .ign. aDd the encoded ..... age OIl a pi.c. of perlpex? 
A. !rllat i8 right, Bir. 

Q. ADd you would place thi. in the hand. of Tactioal Operator Jaoob.? A. Yea, lir. 

Q. And he would then tranem1 t through a apeaker of • .- kind, the ..... age that you had g1 ven to him? 
A. That'. right, .ir. 

Q. And ..... that the JII&Illler in vIl10h he and you were operating during that _tch? A. Yel, .ir. 
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~. Who.e re.ponsib1lity ..... it that II1ght, UId .. ".ral.4', to loc the outward ..... age. ot 
that kind? 

A. The Tacticol. Operator, .1r . 
~. And at what t:lme woul.d he normallT enter the outward .lIage. in the loc? 
A. U.uoJ.J.v u he ..... pu.ing the .1cnoJ. out, lir. 

Q. Where did he keep the loc in relation to Where he wa •• tationed? 
A. Well, he had the loc directly in t'ront ot l11li, lir. 

Q. Was he .itting or .tUlding? 
A. Sitting, .ir. 

~. Did he have any de.k in front ot l11li, where he coul.d write? 
A. A bench, air. 

~. And did you ob.erve l11li during the watch logging outward ..... age., using the ordinary 
loc and the bench provided? 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. Bow, I want to uk you about the procedure in relation to inward ..... age.. What woul.d the 
Tactical Operator do when be received an inward .... age? 

A. He woul.d just call out "LTO", I1r. I would go up to the loc and witnell the losging in 
and again if there vu: any coding •••• 

~. Just a lII1nute. You woul.d go over to h1IIl and look at the loc? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Does that ... an that you woul.d look at what he-..... then entering in the loc?' 
A. That 1a correct, air. 

Q. And woul.d he euter it 1.11 the log exactly .. he received it or arter cutain decoding had 
been done? 

A. b be received it, air. 

~. As you observed the "'''&IIe as he logged it exactly .. received, what did you do? 
A. Then, if there was any decoding, I would then go to the book •••• 

~. If there ..... any decoding, )'es? 
A. I woul.d go to the book and tind what it .. ant in plain language. Then report to the Officer 

of the Watch, air. 

Q. Did you write down any tran.lation to hand to the Of'ficer of' the Watch? Or did you 
deliver it by word of mouth? 

A. It woul.d all depend on the length of' the .1gnol., .1r. . If' it ""re one of' the ctalllOn one., 
then it woul.d be j uat translated verba14. 

Q. Did you tell h1IIl what tran.lated version to euter into the loc or did he tronalate it h1IIlaelf'? 
A. Sorry, sir, I don't under.tan4. 

Q. OX. Just to cl.arlf";y acme of the earller answere you lve given, LTO Stevena. What was the 
distance from the position of' the TacticU Operator to the position where the Captain normallT .tood? 

A. lid lay about ten teet, air. 

~. And vu that the distance whicb exi.ted that night during that watcb? 
A. The Captain vas on the t'ront ot tbe bridge, .1r. So the distance voul.d have been a bit 

ereater. 

Q. Well, how much greater? 
A. Ob, tour teet, .ir. 

~. If' you were .tanding next to the Captain, about 14 teet from tbe Tacticol. Operator, were 
you able to hear the ompl1fier? 

A. Regative, .ir. 
Q. You couldntt bear? 
A. Bot if' I was Itanding witb the Captain, 11r. 

~. Becau •• , _ I tb1nlt you .aid, you could only bear it within a range ot a tev teet. Wu 
tbl .• peaker it.elf near vhere the Tactical Operator was .itting? 

A. Ye., I1r. Jutt to the rigbt ot tbe Tacticol. Operator, 11r. 

~. Well, DOW we've got the.e two pol1tionl,that ot the Tactiool. E!perator and that ot the 
Captain, and I under.tand you to lOY that there ..... about 14 teet bet""en tbem. In what manner did 
you move about between the.e two poo1t1ons? 

A. Well, I 3ust walJaId. 

Q. Yea, you valied. I'm lorry. When tbe Captain wanted •••• age nnt, you would 10 over to 
vhere he vu, I take it? 

A. That'l rigbt, .1r. 
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~. And 1Ihat VDul4 ¥OIl then do v1th the __ lie .. ,.. rou? 
A •. I'd SO straight bact over to where the operator vu, lir. 

Q. Yes, and then traDBlate ~h1Dg that Deeded to be tran.lated? 
A. That'. r1sht, lir. 

Q. Woul4 rou Itay there v1thiD range of the lpeaker vIl1l.e he .... tr&ll8lll1tt1Dg the ..... age1 
A. Ye., .ir. I aJ.~1 made it a habit of .t&J"11l1 there while he tran8Jll1tted a fey feet a~, 

half ready to go U loon as it vu pu.ed out and receipted for. Then I woul4 SO tell the Officer 
ot the Watch Itra1ght a~, lir. 

Q. Atter rou bad reported that the ..... age bad been lent and rece1pted tor, where did you 
tate up your po.ition? 

A. Bact next to the Captain again, lir. 

Q. By that .tage you wul4 have been 0\11; ot hear1Dg of tbe .peaker? 
A. That 11 r1sht, lir. 

Q. Well, now I want to ut you 1Ihat .... Iage. you recali hav1Dg been lent or rece1 ved in 
MELBOlllNE dur1Dg the t1lll! you ... re on watch that Disht. Do you remember the "' .. age fran MELBOlI\NE 
to EVANS "Take Formation ONE"! 

A. Affirmative, .ir. 

Q. Do you recollect wbether you heard a "roger" tor that 11gnal? 
A. I couldntt aq that I beard .. "roger". air. 

Q. What .... the next .... age that you remember pu.1Dg betwen the tw lhip' I, inward or out­
ward? 

A. Arter the "!'ormation ONE", lir? 

Q. Yel. 
A. Well, the next one at'ter that vaa executed, air, vu, "You are OD a eoll111o!1 course". 

That ..... fran MELBOURNE to EVAJIIS. 

Q. What did you do about that 1 
A. Correction, .ir. 
Q. Yes? 
A. The Dext one after that vall, "My course 260", air. 

Q. In relation to that "'''age, where ... re you when the Captain gave it to rout 
A. I wu up by the Captain, lir. 

~. What did you do when he told you to lend that ..... age1 
A. I went over to write it down on the perlpex, and then encoded it in the D1DDI!ral code, air •••• 

Q. Shackle code? 
A. Yea, yea. It ..,.. passed out and recorded. 

Q. In a llttle more detaU, what did you do v1th it after you encoded it on the perapexT 
A. Well, the TacticaJ. Operator then puled it 0\11;, air. 

Q. Were you there when he pu.ed it out? 
A. Att1rmat1ve, air. 

Q. What did you hear on the lpeaker? Rot the exact verds, ~ut did you OIl the apeaker, hear 
b1m pus the "", .. age? 

A. You can' t hear ""'.Iage. so1Dg out on the lpeaker, <>n4 inccm1ng .... Iage •• 

Q. Can you hear 111m, not through the apeaker, but u he taJ.ta into the tr&ll8lll1tter? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. And did you hear b1m tran8Jll1t through the apparatus in front of b1m? 
A. Aff1nD&ti ve, lir. 

Q. And did he do it in accordance v1th your 11gnal? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. Do you reeaJ.J. hear1nC any "roger" tor that? 
A. I can't Iq, air. I don't recall.. 

Q. What vu the next ... age that you mow or bet ... en the tw lhips? 
A. Well, then it vaa, "You are on a colliaion courae" II air. 

Q. Who originated that? 
A. That .... MELBOURIa:, air. 

Q •• Who pve it to you? 
A. The Captain, lir. 

Q. &lid did that require to he written down by you? 
A. ..ptive, air. I lIPled that 'I'II!"b~ to the Tactieal Operator, ro. 
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Q. And vere l"u &lal.e to bear him tr....mt tbatt 
A. Yel, .ir. 
Q. Did you bear any "roser" t:rao EVANS tor tbet o1gnal? 

o 

A. 110. _ir. At thi. _tag •• I Just reported r1I!ht back to tbe Captain that tbe " •• ase had 
• • been puled out, lir. I ,Udn't .ta,y at ~ usual pl.I.ce waiting tOl the "roger". 

Q. What ..... the non .... ase that l"U beard betften the two _hip.? 
A. Well, the next meslage wu "J(y' rudder hard lett" tram MELBOURNE, air. 

Q. Wu that written down by you Or not? 
A. lIegative •• ir. Palled verb~ too •• ir. 

Q. Pused ""rb~ to wbOll1? 
A. The Tactical Operator •• ir. 

Q. Did you h.ar him transmit that? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

right" • 

Did you bear any "Roger" t:rao EVANS tor that? 
Yes, air. We passed it, "My rudder hard left". EVANS came bac:k, "Roger, IIW' rudder hare 

Q. What ..... the int.rval of t1me between that " •• ase t:rao MELBOURl'lE. the "roger" &Cd the 
..... age t:rao EVANS. 

A. :rm.ediately. air. 

Q. l:DDediately? 
A. (Witne •• nod. his head in the &!1'1nIative). 

Q. Going back to the ..... ag. you "'ntio'led earlier in wbich MELBOURl'lE gave her cOur... Can 
you t.ll us whet the Captain'. in.tructions to you ""re? 

A. "Tell EVANS my course 1. 260", air. 

Q. Did h. give you any instruction. u to whether you .hould encode it or not? 
A. Negative, sir. 

Q. Who'l dec ilion 1IU it to encode it? 
A. Mine, air. 

Q. And was it the normal practic. for .1gnw giving cour.e to be encoded on this operation? 
A. Yes, sir. The lecurlty pilley in torce c~ tor all courses and apeeds to be given in 

".hackle" J lir. 

Q. Who gave you those instructions? 
A. Theae are laid down, sir. I got them from the watch before me. 

Q. Laid down - pulled. over by the watch before you. Do you auggeat that you were given this 
inatruction by the man you relieved every time, or 1fU this a atanding instruetion? 

A. Well. all the information. - it i. all written- up on anoth.r piece of per.pex &Cd I only 
glanced down there to know what was gOing on, air. 

Q. And whet doe. that piece of per.pox have written on it with respect to encoding cour.e. 
in PRITAC ..... ag •• ? 

A. I. it all right to .peak .bout thi.. sir? 

Q, Well, not it It~a claasltied. 
A. Well, it ia cOlllD.unicatlona, sir. 

Q. All right. "ow !.TO Stevens. have you ever .aid anywhere that the ord.r of tbose last two 
.1gnw between IlELB:lURl'lE &Cd EVANS was different t'raIr'_th. ord.r you gave here tOdoy'l 

A. Af'f'1rmative, sir. 

Q. Where ..... it that you pui; them in a different orderf In whet IWlner? 
A. In "'II .t.t .... nt. sir. 

Q. Would you expl&1n to the board wb:Y you .q now that the order in your .t.t .... nt was wrong? 
A. Well. last night. oir. I ""s reading the paper &Cd on. of the officer. off the EVANS .aid 

.""",thing .bout. '"Roger • ..,. rudd.r hard right". It .Uddenly Just clicked in an; head that whet I 
have Just told you happen.d. That:s the only reuon tor it. It hit me last night. 

Q. lIow. according to the be.t of your recollection now. wbich or tbe two o1gnal. come on the 
air fir.t? 

A. As I laid before. air. "" put "I(y rudder il hard lett" &Cd he come otraight back with 
"Roger, Ir;Y rudder hard right", .ir. 

Q. ..ow i. thi. - thil 10 Ixh1bit II - tbe Tactical Los that was being IIIept on the bridge that 
night? 

A. Y.~, air. 

Q. ADd do you recogni,.. the writina that _arl in it! 
A. r •• , .ir. 
Q. 1IbD' ..... itina il it' 
A. 10 '--"" •• ir. 
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Q. Are JOU ablo to reooll.ect at _t po1llt .t ts.. lie _e tile antri_ :In W. loti 111 ... lation 
to tho.e tllD dllllWT 

A. Atter be co. back tree .hald.ne: tile Cb1et Y_ •• ir. 

Q. When did be do tbat' 
A. I cantt ~ •• ir. 

Q. Vu if before or atter tbe colli.1=' 
A. I think 1 t DlIIt ba"" been atter the oolllal=. .ir. 

Q. Give us an est1Jllate boW lone: atter' 
A. Ro, I can't, .ir. 
Q. Vere you there when he lIOde thole entrlelT 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. Do JOu .ee in the 10", entries of a1gnals. betore the last two. tbat JOu bave been .aked about?· 
A. Yel, .ir. 
Q. When were they. accordine: to JOur recollect1on. entered 111 the logl 
A. Aa they 1I'IIre lent. .ir. 

Q. Do you remember anythine: elae bappenine: atter tho .. tVD ..... age. went on the a1rf 
A. Cc.1UIl1cat1ons >d.eT 

Q. On the .hip. 
A. WeU. the ....... the tllD blut. _lid 0!1 tile .hip'a .iren •• ir. 

Q. Two bla.t. S"W'ded on the .hip'l .iren. ;ve.? __ 
A. And p1ped band •. to collision atatlon. air. 

Q. Can JOU recoUect what interval 01' time there .... atter the .1II!lal.. "You are on alcollilion 
course", and the first or thelle last two .1gnaJ.a'1 

A. I can't rea.l.ly 'q, air. 

Q. Now 11 1t po .. 1b1e tbat "Roger. rI1II rudder bard r1ght" could beva toUowed 1IImed1ately atter 
the Signal, "You are on a collision courle"? 

A. No, air, no, 

Q. Why 1s tbat nnt polsibleT 
A. Well, 1 t v&& at the t1me that 1 t vaa •••• 

Q. Well then, can you give us an estimate ot the time between "You are on a collision courle" 
s1gnal. and the next .1gnal. between the .hips? 

A. The only way tbat I CID teU you. air. 1. by tbe relatl"" polit1on 01' the EVANS at the 
time the .1II!lal. WLI pu.ed. 

Q. Ye.? 
A. She IIUIt bave been 1500 )'&rd. a~. 

Q. ¥bat atage? 
A. Well, when the lienal vaa paaled,"YOU are on a colli. ion courae" at h .. t •••• I'm .orry. 

It '. probably a rough dt1Jllate. but 1t 1dU give JOu .... ind1cat10n on .... 

Q. y .. , and at the tSae at the lut two 11II!lW, whatever their order. boW tar away ..... tbe 
EVANS? 

A. Oh. tar away enough, I1r •• 0 that when the lut 11gnal. vu PUled. the colli81on .lust 
About 1mDed1ately tollowed. 

Q. lieU. I uk JOU tIPin. can JOu give us any '!5":1Mte at the tS- interval bet_n the aignal., 
"You are on a cOllilion cour.e". and the 11gnal. tbat tollowed It - apprcndBatelyt 

A. Well, I .till wouJ.4n't like to .q, lir, bec&Ule •••• 

Q. Very well. After J'Du heard Jac:ob. PUB the .a.age, ·You are on a collision cour.e", and 
'before the Captain told you to p&8', "1C;y rwSder hard lett", ¥bere were lOU n&Dd1ng? 

A. I ..... by the Captain again, by hi. cba1r. air. 

Q. And tbet put. JOU out at bearine: 01' the loud apeUor. doeln't It' 
A. Jut abo1rt, .ir. 
Q. When the ...... wu .ent, "You are on a colllslon course", did you .ee EY'ANS? 
A. Atru-t1 .... a1r. 

Q. Where .... KVAIIB at tbat t1M' 
A. She .... on a Courl. belldine: Itra1ght towardl NIIJlOUUl!. air. I'm not a sreat judge of 

d istanee s, .ir J but 1 t .... a reuonabl.e lencth &WQ' J .ir. 
Q. A ..... onUl.e len4ftb 11 Dot Wft7 exact. Can JOU do a bit better' Could JOu I~ not le .. tben 

ao ~ar and not :111)" than 80 t'ar? 
A. WeU, I'd .• ~ bet_n 1500 and 2000 JUdo •• ir. 
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Q. And bar relatiVII bear1llg from MELBOtllllll: at that u.o? 
A. Ch, I'd .~ about ten degrees ort tba port _, .ir. 

Q. And wu .he .hI:>w1ng any nav1sat1on l1cht.? 
A. lIept1 WI, .ir. 

Senior _ber: C<lDa&nder, ~ ve review the _nt or t_ that tbil po.1t1on .... 

Coun.el ror the board (CDR Glu.): Yeo. 

Q. At the tlJDe you laW EVANS, u you I~, about 1500 to 2000 yard. away, and on the MELBOURl'IE 
port bow, when vas that 1n relation to thele _llase_ \fie have discus.ed! 

A. That was about, !lyou are on • colliaion course" .... paaaed, air. 

Q. lIow you remember that _nt of tlJDe when that ..... ase ...... paAled by JACOBS, do you 
..-ber? 

A. I don't under.tand, .ir. 
Q. When that ..... age .... puoed by Jacobo, wbere wre you .tand1llg? 
A. The, "You are on • collision eour.e"! 

Q. Yeo. 
A. I wu oort of hal1'way between Jacob. aDd tbe Captdn'l cba1r, .ir. 

Q. D1d you bear 1t puled? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. You vere haltway between tbe tw, so1llg in vb1ch direct1on? 
A. Well, I ..... ready to report 1t 4>0 tba Capta1n-u having been pa .. ed, 10 I ..... look1ng 

toward. biD:. . 

Q. lIow I wonder 1r you would help us by retrac1llg your IDOVeIIIent. f'ram that point or tlJDe. 
It I can help you, you have heard Jacobs pas_, "You are on a collision course" and are hal1'way 
beck to the Capta1n. Wbat d1d you do from that po1nt 1n tlJDe and .pace? 

A. Well, I vent to the Captdn'. cha1r, lir, and toll! the Capta1n the me .. age had been palled. 
He vas on the forward part ot the bridge and then jUlit waited. tev IDCIDentl, then told me to pus, 
''l(y rudder hard lett," which I did, air. 

Q. Now could you be • lltt~ more exact as to thoBe tew momenta between tell.1ng him, "You 
are on a collision courae" wu passed and hil l¢ng to you, teU them "M;y rudder hard left." 

A. WeU, I think there were a few leconds when nothing was happening, there was just silence •••. 

Q. lIotbing happened? Silence, yes? 
A. Then the Captdn ordered, I don't know Whether 1t ..... berore o~ &!ter be told ... to pu. 

the aignal, but he ordered the Wheel over to port. 

Q. Yea. Well, 1t'. the estimate rra. you that we want .... The eotimate f'ram you that ve want 
10 the tlJDe that 1ntervened between your go1llg back to biD: and report1llg the coll1don courae ..... ase 
pused and bia aay1ng to you, "Tell tbem Jq rudder bard ~rt." Can you give us your beot utaate 
or tbat 1nterval or tlJDe? 

A. Do you actually want it in .econdo. Honeotly, things were happen1llg just ao ~ .. t that I 
can't put it into seconds. 

Q. !lot 1n exact n1mlber or .econdl, but appro:da&tely how -' 
A. Well, 1t could be anything f'ram tb1rty .econdo, I auppoae, .ir, to a minute. 

Q. Tb1rty .econd. to a minute. Well, &!ter ba had .dd tbat to you, how long WI 1t berore 
you got back to Jacobi and heard h1Il tranlllll1t that .1&nal, "1Cf rudder bard lert." 

A. Could you .~ tbat asa1n .ir? . 

Q. Yea, you have juat ~aated that 1t vu tb1rty lecondo to a minute rra. tbe tlJDe tbat you 
reported to tbe Capta1n that the coll1.1on courae ..... age ..... puaed and tbe tlJDe be add to you, -
"Tell them Jq rudder bard lert." rrem tbe tlJDe be told you that, bow long ..... 1t berore that 
.lIage got on tbe a1r? 

A. About two .eeond., dr. Juat enough tlJDe ror ... to take a c01Zple or .tepo. 

Q. !Yo I.COndl, jUlt enough tt.e ror you to taka a couple or .tep., 
A. II couple or .tepo, to get to the polit1on or tle.TO, dr. 

Q. D1d he tro.n.mt 1t ... oon .. TOU lOt to h1Il! 
A. MNnoat1ve, .ir. 

Senior _r: We vUl !'ecell untU 1330. 

The board reeeBled at l200 houri, 19 June 1969. 
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The bond reconvened It 1347 hours, 19 .June 1969. 
All'persons c~nnected with the bOlrd who were present when the bOlrd recessed were Iglin present 

Cownsel for the bOlrd (CDR G1Iss): The bOlrd fs convened aglin in open session. If there Ire witnesses or persons who mly be witnesses they are reminded that they Ire net entitled to be present Ind should wlthdrlw . 
leading Tacticil Operltor Steven" WIS recilled IS I witness by counsel for the board, WIS reminded thlt he was still under.lth and testified IS follows: 

EXAMINATION BV COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 
Qwestions by counsel for the board (CDR Gl.ss): 

Q. Vou mentioned during the list session, thlt there was I speaker which on thfs night could be helrd within a rlnge of I few feet. Remember that? A. Ves, sir. 

Q. Was it possible to increase the rlnge within which it could be heard? A. It is possible, sir, but by increlsing the volume of it, it usuilly brings fn more distortion. 

Q. And what was the usual practice as to the level of the volume of the speaker? A. lie 11 , just that It could be hurd fl'oll I few feet, sfr. 
Q. Were there Iny other speakers beside that particular one, on the bridge? A. There were, but the flct is that they ~ere not Ictivlted, sfr. 
Q. Vou Slid, I think, thlt the hst two entries· in the log, "Rudder hard left," Ind, "Rudder hard right," were made sometille .fter the signals were passed Ind receiyed. Reme.ber thlt? 
A. The signlls whit, sir? 

Q. The signal. "My rudder" - you cln look It the log if you wish - "My rudder hard left", Ind, "My rudder hard rfght", were entered in the log sometfme,.. after they were sent and recefved. 
A. That is correct, sir. 
Q. Whet WIS the posftion as to tfme of loggfng fn regard to the other signals? A. All the other signlls, sfr, were logged as they were befng transmitted. sir. 
Q. And whit fs the usual prlctice IS reglrds the tfme of logging sfgnlls? A. The time, sfr? 

Q. Ves. 
A. On my watch. sir, I .ake the Tlctfcil Operator log the signlls as he is trlnsmittfng them. sfr. 

Q. And fn relatfon to signlls recefveG, what is the prlctfce? A. Usually. they Ire being logged as received, sfr. 
Q. Vou mentioned earl fer thlt you heard I wheel order gfven by the Captlfn. Do you remember what that WIS? 
A. Ves. sfr. 

Q. 1I0uld you mfnd repeatfng ft? A. "Port 30" and "Port 35". sir. f_eahUly .fter. 
Q. I see. Whit WIS the fntervil of tfme between the two orders? A. It was fmmedfately after. sfr. There was no fnteryal. 
Q. lie dfdn't entfrely hear whit you slfd. Dfd you Idd Inythfng Ifter the words, "fmmedfately after" just a 1I0ment Igo? A. I can't remember, sfr. 
Q. I see. Well, I'll 15k you the question Iglfn so YD~ cln fully Inswer ft. IIhlt tille fntervil WIS there between the two wheel orders, Port 3D, Port 35"? A. There wasn't Iny. sir. ft was fmmedfltely Ifter. 
Q. 

for the 
A. 

Wfl1 you look at the log In front of you? Do you see sfgnll gfvfng MELBOURNE', course 2,0 Ire wrftten fn? Ves. sfr. 

thlt the shlckle groups 

Q. Now. without mentfoning them, do those groups Ippelr to you to be the groups thlt were trensmftted'thlt night? A. No, I wouldn't know, sfr. I Cln't remember. 
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Counsel for the bOlrd (CDR Gllss): The bOlrd his no further questions of you 

LTD Ste~efts in open session, but It this time you hive In opportunity to Idd Iny 
matter that his not been brought out in questions and to stlte whit you think should 

. • be placed on record before the board. Is there anything thlt you wish to add, of 
an unclassified nlture? 

A. Mo, sir. 

Counsel for the bOlrd (CDR Gllss): 
in closed session with this witness and 
withdrlw. 

That being so, the hnlrd will now convene 
the members of the public are asked to 

The members of the public withdrew from the bOlrd room. 
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EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questfons by counsel for the bOlrd (COR Glass): 

D£Gl~SSIFlm 

Q. LTO Stevens, you were gofng to tell the board in open sessfon what fnstructions 
you were given Ibout the cfrcumstances in whfch shlckle code should Ind should not 
be used in plssfng messages. Would you develop that matter, plelse? 

. • A. Well, the sfgnal security policy fn force is was two, sfr, and .... 

Senfor Member: I'm sorry, I could not hear that. 

A. Sorry, sir. The Signal security polfcy fn force at the tfme code signa1, 
whfch could be vlluable information to the enemy, had to be shackled uP. sfr, _ 
courses and speeds. 

Q. And WIS it the practfce then, at thfs time, fnvariably to shackle a message 
as far IS ft gave course and speed? 

A. Yes, sir. If the message sounded of an urgent nature ft would be passed out 
fn pllin language, sir. But in this fnstance it was not urgent, sir, because it was 
after the EVANS started to turn, I thfnk, and the Clptain safd, "Pass out my course 
260", sir. 

Q. And can you tell us in what llngulge you instructed the TO pass in plain 
language words, "My course"? 

A. MIKE CORPEN, sfr. 

Q. 
shlckle 

A. 

I thfnk you have already said that you have no recollection of what the 
c~de groups were that were used. 
That's correct, sir. 

Q. In what manner did you determine what was the approprfate shackle group 
to be used for thfs message? 

A. By looking at the numeral code, sfr, and pfckfng out the group from there, 
5 f r. 

Q. Where was that kept? 
A. We keep our copy under the perspex, sir. It would just be one effective 

page sticking through the perspex and the others covered by whfte sheet, sfr. I 
would pick out the group and write it down in brackets for the Tactical Operator, 
sfr, and then check ft as the group fs befng passed out, sir. 

Q. And this being some time after 0300 on the 3rd, what day dfd you use for 
the shackle group? 

A. All the days were written on the pages themselves, sir, in big red letters, 
sir. We were using the day in force, sir. 

Q. At what tfme did you change .... According to whit zone tfme or time zones 
did you change from one shackle page to another? 

A. With a new day fn ZULU time, sfr. GMT. 

Q. 00 you recall whether you checked not only that you were gfving the correct 
shackle groups, but that the shackle groups entered by the TO in the log were the 
ones you had given him? 

A. I listen out as he is plssing the message, sir. Therefore, I would be 
listening out to be sure he pissed out the group I hid written down for him, sfr. 

Q. And did he, in relation to thfs signll, pass the correct group? 
A. Affirmative, sir. 

Q. You mentfoned fn open sessfon thlt the previous watch passed on instructions 
to you by wrfting them on the perspex board. Do you remember that? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What were the instructions whfch were recorded fn that way when you took 
over at 0200? 

A. Well, actually, sir, the board hid already been made up with all the infor­
mltfon lfke flying courses, replenfshment courses, zigzag pI Ins and 111 thlt on 
the bOlrd actually before. So, if there WIS anything, course changes, they were 
changed on the bOlrd accordingly, so ft fs kept up to date, sir. 

Q. Whose responsibility fs ft to keep the board up to date? 
A. The yeoman of the watch, sir. 

Q. And was that you that night? 
A. On that watch? Yes, sir. 

Q. You were the yeoman on thlt watch? 
A. Yes,sfr. 

Q. Any other information besfdes the base course, speed and type of zigzag? 
A. Screenfng plans in use, sir. The ship's stltfons on the screen. 
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Q. Whit fs the normal prlctfce IS reglrds the entry opposfte the sfgnal fn 
the log of the tfme when ft fs sent or recefved? 

A. Well, the normal practfce, sfr, fs on completfon of a send fs the tfme that 
fs logged fn the log, sfr. 

Q. And would thfs practfce normally be followed? 
A. Yes,sfr. 

Q. You wi 11 
about this tfme. 

note that it was not followed 
How do you account for thfs? 

times actually befng omitted, 

fn relation to some of the sfgnals 

sir? A. With the 

Q. Yes. 
A. If I can SlY here, well it wasn't - was logged in after it happened, sir. 

Therefore, he wouldn't have a tfme to put fn, sir. 

Q. Is it or fs it not the normal prlctfce to report to the Captain or the 
Offfcer of the Watch that a message has been passed before the actfon addressee has 
given I "Roger'l? 

A. It's not normal prlctfce, sfr. I usuilly waft for I "Roger" Ind then report 
to the Officer of the Watch. 

had 

Q. And how do you Iccount for the fact thlt thlt didn't happen thfs nfght? 
A. Well, ft dfd happen rfght up untfl the list two sfgnlls, sfr. 

Q. Yes. 
A. And wfth the urgency of the factor, I just reported to the Captain that ft 
gone out on the cfrcuft, sfr. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD' 

Questfons by the senfor member: 

Q. Stevens, when you ...• In one part of your most recent Inswer, there you 
said reportfng to the Offfcer of the Watch. 

A. Yes, sfr. 

Q. An. fn the other one you reported to the Captain. Whit is the practice fn 
th is regard? 

A. To speak in a loud and clear vofce to the Officer of the Watch so the 
Captain knows that the sfgnal was fnterpreted correctly. 

Q. And fs thfs the practice regardless of whose dfrectfon you were following 
fn transmfttfng the message? 

A. Yes, sir. Well, I'm responsfble to the Offfcer of the Watch, as Yeoman 
of the Watch, sfr, and the Chief Yeoman is responsfble to the Captain. So as the 
Officer of the Watch makes commands on the brfdge, I have to report to hfm in a 
loud and clear voice so that the Captain can Ilso know IS well, sir. 

Q. And you would do thfs even though the Clptain lillY hive been the one to 
fssue the fRstructions for trlnsmfssfon of the sfgnal? 

A. Yes, sir. Because they Ire fn close proximity you say, sir, Ind they both 
hear. They both Icknowledge by a nod of the head or SlY "Roger", or something, sfr . 

Q. 
A •. 

what he 

And fs ft the practfce 
Well, I have to repeat 
has go to do, sfr. 

to repeat blck the message which you have transmitted? 
ft, sir, so the Offfcer of the Watch knows exactly 

Q. But you don't use phrlses such IS, "Message transmftted, sfr". 
A. No, 5 f r. 

Q. You repeat the entfre text of that whfch you transmftted. Is that correct? 
A. That's correct, sfr. Excuse me, sir. There is one thfng. If it's a 

delayed executfve sfgnal like the Formatfon ONE and it WIS fully explained to the 
Offfcer of the Watch fn the delayed executfve part of ft and the Captain said 
execute ft, I told the TO to execute and then I made a report of the executfve 
sfgnll for Fomltion ONE wfthout exphfnfng ft Ill. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questfons by counsel for the board (COR &lass): 

Q. 
by you 

A. 

And could I 15k - was the prlctfce thlt you Just descrfbed befn, followed 
that nfght from the tfme of Formltfon ONE? 
Afffrmatlve, sfr. 

Q. I wlnt you to Issume I sftuatfon, LTO Stevens, where I tlctfCll signll hiS 
been encoded by you beceuse ft slYs to COmmence zfgzlg on I certain blse course. 
Now whit person, ff Iny, checks the correctness of your trlnslltion before ft is 
transllli tted? 

A. W.ll, f ulually repeat blck what the Clptain slYs or when the Offfcer of the 
Witch tells lIIe what to pISS - I repeat ft blCk to hfm. Then go over and group ft 
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up Ind if my sfgnals are delayed executfve, therefore, they Ire passed over - they Ire not executed untfl I hive reported back, and r.port blck eXlctly what's been transmftted. And ff the Captafn fs happy he wfll SlY, "Execute", at the rfght . • tfme. Otherwfse, ff there has been a mfstake, he wfll query ft and the sfgnal wfll be cancelled. 

Q. But when you report blCk, do you report blck your trlnslatfon or just the plafn langutlge sfgnal? 
A. Welf, the most commonly used signals Ire the ones used all the tfme, sfr. I thfnk I would just use the groups, the groups gofng out. 
Q. 

shackle 
shack 1 e 

A. 

Well, fn thfs partfcular case where you have got a course to encode fn would you report back to the Clptafn that you sent somethfng usfng the groups or not? 
Negatfve, sir. Just the course, sfr. 

Q. 
of the 

A. 

Well, then the questfon fs, fs there Iny person who checks your translation course fnto shackle code before or after ft goes out? Myself and the TO. He usually checks ft too, sfr. 
Q. And does he hive aCcess to the shackle code sheets so thlt he Cln check what you have done? 
A. Affirmative, sir. It's rfght alongsfde to the rfght of hfm. 
Senfor Member: Commlnder, the answer fncluded the phrase, usuilly. Could we examfne that? 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Rfght, sfr. 
Q. And wfth respect to the matters you have just dfscussed, about the TO checking your shackle groups and so on, WaS that done on this: nfght?' • A. Well, he doesn't have to check me, sfr. All he fs fs the operator who has to push out whatever we are gofng to put out, sfr. Is just on my watch that he's used to check as well. 

Q. And did he, on this nfght, check your translatfon fn the shackle code, IS far as 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

you recall? 
Du~fng the whole watch, sfr, or just ..... 
Thfs partfcular time from Formatfon ONE down to collfsfon. Well, the only one he would have fs the course. 
Yes. 
And I can't say for sure whether he did check ft or not, sir. 

Q. What was the position IS regards the $fgnalese, the call sfgns and things of that nature? Who checked them? 
A. The Chief Yeoman, the other yeoman and myself had got together, sir, and because of the confusion there is wfth call sfgns in an exercfse of thfs nature we had all the commonly used sfgnals like rescue destroyers taking station and addressfng the screen. They were 111 prewrftten out, sir, Ind kept under the sheet of perspex, sfr. 

Q. There on the perspex bOlrd as well. A. On I sheet of piper underneath the perspex, sf r. 
Q. 
A. 

sfr. 

Whit about the cill sfgns of shfps fn complny? They Ire all displayed on I llrge board just to the rfght of the, operator, 

Q. Well, at the time you were gfvfng cill sfgns and usfng sfgnalese symbols, was there Inyone checkfng that you used the correct ones? A. Negative, sfr. Durfng the daytfme the Chfef Yeoman would normally do what I do, to shackle the call sfgns fn the signals, Ind all I would do is report to the Officer of the Watch, sfr. But durfng the nfghtfme hours the Chief fs on the bridge quite a bft of the tfme, Ind we would ..•.. cOOlpleting it would be our responsfbflfty. 

Q. Did thfs perspex bOlrd hive on ft the nlme Ind cill sfgn of the rescue des troyer? 
A. Yes,sfr. 

Q. And what name did ft have on that nfght? A. EVANS, sfr. 

Q. Do you recollect what was, It the tfme for Formltfon ONE to collision, the blse course Ind speed of the formltfon? A. I thfnk ft WIS 220, lB knots, sfr. 
Q. Do you remember what the zfgzlg number WIS? A. It could hlye been 13 SIERRA, sfr, but I wouldn't swear to ft. 
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Q. ""'"t 10 the prlcticl of the Chi.f C_nicIUon y ..... n I. r.l.rd. beina on the bridle when 

the Clpt.in i. there? 
A. Well, he normally t.ke. III the orden frOlll the C.pte1a, the oland. fro. the Clpte1n and 

he encode. them and pa.se. them to the TO, IiI'. I stand on the other atde of the TO and pa.s the 
o • inform.tion to the Officer of the Watch. 

Q. When the chief ia there, tbe Chief Yeoman. what action do you take to check his tran.lation. 
into lhackle and call 11gna and ao on of that nature? 

A. Well. I do check all the abackle tranmia.ion. that the chief put. out, Ill'. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

off the 

Q. 
A. 

When vere you on watch before 0200 on the nigbt of the 2nd and 3rd? 
During the dOl watche., IiI'. Both dog watchel. 

Both dog w.tche.? 
Affirmative. slr. 

Do you recollect any me ••• ge deslgnating the reacue de.troyer for the evening Ind night? 
I think there va. a .ignal, lir, to the acreen coamander telling Mm from u. to detail 
re.cue de. troyer, .ir. 

And do you remember any .1gnal being pa •• ed following thatt 
I can't remember it off hand, 8ir, but I ahould ia.gine there would have been one, lir. 

Q. Well, we are particularly intere.ted to know if you ra.mber any thing frOll the Icreen 
coanander and whether it VI. rogered for? 

A. No. I can't actually reaember, .ir. 

Q. Is the Chief Yeoman ulually on the bridge when the Captain i. there? 
A. Usually. ye8, .ir. 

Q. Where vas the Chief Yeoman that night? Where did the TO have to 80 to ahake hi.? 
A. In an office on the 277 platform, .ir. It i. one deck above the bridge, .ir. 

Q. When did the TO 10 for hi~? 
A. I can't reRember .ir. 

Q. When you transmit a mesaage with a collective call, .nd it'. a "I.age of a del.y executive 
kind, what steps do you take to make lure that all ahipa have received the .ignal? 

A. Well; we usually ask for 1 or 2 .hipa to receipt for the .ignal., air. 

Q. And does chi. apply both to the execution Co follow lignal and the execution lignal? 
A. Affirm.tive. air. 

Q. Could you explain that a little further? Which .hips do you a.k to roger on behalf of al17 
A. Well, if it's a signal addre.sed to all ships, air, concerning one or two, then we get thoae 

to receipt for the 'ignal. If tt's • signal to all ,hip. concerning the whole lot of them •• ir, 
ve ju.t pick two ships-one or two .hips at random to roger for the Signal, IiI'. 

Q. And how do you pick them? Ibw do you let them know that they have been picked? 
A. At the end of the aignal you give their can .ign and .ay, IIOver". 

Q. And do you choose during a given period the .ame .hi,s for this purpoae or do you vary? 
A. Well, we try and vary it, .ir, but It'. bard to reme.her which .hip. you had used before, 

.ir. A. I .aid, you just pick them at random, .ir. 

Q. And va. that the practice not to regard the lignal a. being received by &11 until the 
deSignated _hips had receipted for Att 

A. That's right, .ir. 

Q. In relation to the FCBHAnClf 1 .ignal, va. that pea.ed to be i ... diately executed or to 
be del.yed in execution? 

A. Delayed in axecution. 

Q. And wa. the execution lignal pa •• ed? 
A. Affirmative, .ir. 

Q. How long afterwards - do you r~bert 
A. 110, I don't r.-ber. 

Q. When you are picking representative .hip. to receipt for .ign.l., and you have an execute 
.1mal, and a delayad .1,n&l, do you choose the ..... hipi for .ach one of the two ••• or different 
ohip.? 

A. Well, I can't really remember, IiI'. It'l ju.t aort of aa.ethtng that you do every day and 
you can't r.-ber if you did it to the ..... hip. for the delayed executive and the executive 
a1enal, .ir. 

Q. 
•• It one 

A. 

A •• ~nl that you had 5 ahip. or 10 In ca.pany, would 
.hlp to receipt for a collective ..... get 
It could happen that you I.k one ship, "', IiI'. 
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Q. Would it ... t happen that the one lhip that you •• ked to neaipt on behalf of all of them 
we. Jour own Ihlp? 

A. It lhouldn't happen, air, but 1 IUppOI. you could point to • call 111n, and ••• lng, ,OU 
know, a Ihlp like our. bad ,0 .ny can 11gn. and we would aftaver for it. 1 think I can recollect 
thlt happen1na ·'once. .ir. 

Q. Vben can you recollect it heppen1na:7 
A. It valUtt on thi, nicht, .ir. It could be • f .. ntlht. before, Ilr. 

Q. And whIt va. the rea.on for it happeulng in that wey? 
A. I •• ked the operator to Ilk one .hip to receipt, air, and he ju.t .av the tirat Ihip'. 

call .1gft not realizing that it wa. our., .ir. 

Q. Old you get I receipt for it? 
A. Yel, dr. 

Q. If MELBOURNE 1 ••• ked to receipt for I .ignal, where I, the receipt given? 
A. From the bridle, lir. 

Q. By the lame maD that lend. out the 118na17 
A. That'. right,.air. 

Q. Would it ever happen that the IUn that •• ndl out the lignal would a.k for a receipt fram 
IIELBMNE ud live one? 

A. In this In.tance it did b.ppen, lir. 

Senior Member: I bel~eve the Board hal no further queltlon., the an.vers to which.., be 
cla.sifi.d. I know of only one in the unclalsified area, .0 I think we .hould proceed with that 
one in open .easion. 

Counsel for the Board: Y.I, Ilr. As In the ca.e at the apen I ••• ion.we now giv. you an 
opportunity to add anything that you believe should be placed ·on record of a cla •• ifted nature 
which has not been brought out by the questlonl 10 far. II there anything of • classified nature 
that you wtlh to Idd? 

LTD STEVENS: 110, air. 

Coun.el for the Board: The Board is convened again in open le •• ion. You are bound by the 
oath you took previously, LTO STEVENS. We have this question to a.k of you. 

EXAl!INAn~ BY COUNSEL Fill TIE BOARD 

Queations by coun.e! for the Board (CDR GLASS): 

Q. You have .aid in your earlier testimony that at lome atage the TO left his station to 
.hake lomeone? Who was it that he went to ,hake? 

A. The Communications Chief Yeoman. 

Q. Can you tell us when he left in relation to the time of the various lignals we have been 
discussing? 

A. Well, I don't know the exact time he left. lir, but it .ust have been, it va •• fter the 
l •• t two .ignal. concerning the rudder, lir. 

Q. You recollect that do you? 
A. Ye., .ir. He va. there to pa •• thOle. air •• nd to receive. I don't remember him gOing, 

sir. 

Q. W •• he absent at any time from FClUtA.nat 1 'ignal to the pa ••• ge !Jf thO .. l.st two ,igull? 
A. Negative, ,lr. 

Q. And when val It when he logged the .1anal, in the book wtdch were DOt logged .s loon as 
they were received? 

A. I beg your pardon, .ir? 

Q. I think you ,.id ~3rlier that he logged cert.tn ,ign.I, otherwile than at the moment they 
..... received and lent. When did be do that? 

A. Well, he did that a. loon •• he eame back on the kldle agatn, air. That'. vhen the Chief 
Yeoman '" pre,ent, air. 

Q. And how long val he .... y? 
A. Well. I dontt know the time be left. atr, .0 I can't ,.y. It didn't .ppear - I didn't 

knOW' that he va. lone '0 I didn't know. 

Q. How fir did he ha.e to 10 to let to the Cbief Yeo.on? 
A. The deck above, air. 

q. Row loftg would that no .... lly toke! 
A. Wall, if he volked it, I luppole it _ld toke 30 laeondl or 10. 

Q. And you could do better if ,OU were runnina? 
A. Ya .. dr. 
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Senior Member: 'the Board hal no further qutiltiOIlII of WI vitae ••• 

• • Counoe1 for the Board (CDR GlASS): 10 there a""thilll thet you whh to oay in open .... ion 
additional to what you have already oald. You he". thh invitation before but it h beinl extended 
&.aln. 

LTO STlVIIIIS: 110, dr. 

The vitne.1 wa, varned and neuled and vlthclrev ire. the aoard room. 

Counlel for the Board (CDR GLASS): The IOlrd now calli Tactical 8pec_tor Rodney Jacobi. 

Tactical Operator Rodney Jacobi, aoy.1 AUItral1an Navy, va. called ., • wttne •• for counlel 
for the Board, wa •• worn and t.ltified .1 follow.: 

COUDlel for the Board (CDR GLASS): I neglected to point out that in accordance with uluI1 
practice, perlon. who are vitne •••• or who "7 be vitae •••• are required to leave the Board rGOa. 

IXAMINAnCJI BY CIllIISIL rClt TIlE BIIAIID 

Queatlonl by couno.l for the Board (CDR GlASS): 

Q. TO Jacob., you've been called & •• vitDel' for thi, Board of laveatigation Whicb I, 
inqulrilll into the circu.otanceo ourroundina the collioion of BMAS MELBOURNE and V.S.S. PlANK E. 
IVANS, beeaul. it I. under.tooct that ,OU bave evidence which uy allilt the Board in itl 
iDve.ti.ltton. You are a~vi.ed that the evidence i. betng rec.ived in opeD le'aton of the Board 
and that dt.clo.ure of cl ••• ified information i. Dot authorized during open I ••• ion. If the 
anaver to any que.tion which you .re a.ked require. you, .to di.clo •• cIa •• ifted info~tion you 
are requeated not to anlwer, but to advt.e the Board that the· ... n.wer would· 10 requir~ you to 
diaclo •• cl.'lified informatioD. In luch ca •• you will be liven a later opportunity to te.tify 
., to the cla.aified information in cloled •••• ion. However, if you can an.wer the que.tion 
either in part or in 8eneral term. without dilclo.iug .pecific cla •• ified detail. you .hould do 
10 and advi.. the Board of your deaire to amplify tbe anlwer in later clo.ed I.aaion. Do you 
understand that? 

A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Under Au.traltan llw, tt i. nec •••• ry to w.rn you that you .. y r.fu •• to anaver any que.tion 
the Inwer to which .. y tend to expo •• you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to 
rail. the objection and for the Board to decide whether you .ult an.wer the que.tion or not. II 
that allo under.tood? 

A. (The witne.a nodded 1n the affirmative). 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

II. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
I.. 

Q. 
before 

A. 
an tbe 

Would you pl.ase It.te Jour n~ .nd rank? 
Rodney L. 3a~ob •• 

Your rank 1. 'I 
Tactical Operator. 

..... ua yo. tba _ber of the ohip', company of BMAS MELBOURNE? 
Yel, 11r. 

And vere you a Mlllber of that Ihip'. ccaapany on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of 3une list? 
Ye., air. 

And did you .tlnd • watch on the night on which the collillon occurred? 
Y •• , lir. 

When did you arrive on the bridle for that pRrpoo.? 
At 0150, dr. 

0150, to take over watch at what time? 
0150, dr. 

And with what other cC/lllllllnication rat1na were you atandiq that watcb? 
LTO STiVENS. 

And did you and he conotHute the c_nicaUono otaff untn the tf.Joe of the collhion! 
Y •• , .ir. 

In order to do your work, where vere you atatloned? 
I VI' at the delk where the Tactical Operator Itt., air. 

You were at tbe deat where the Tactical Operator att.? 
Ye., lir. 

And what opparacuo did you haY. for the purpo .. of raceivilll and Hndi ... oilnalo! 
A ~crophone aDd a head •• t, air. 

And if a _ .. al. _0 to be aant fr ... tha obi, which or1ainatad vf.th tbe Ca,tain what happened 
it lot to you! 
It ~d ... ,. .. ed to the IZO, air. .. _1. _ it int •• coHd ai_I to be tNt oat 

eircuit to .11 obip., .ir. 
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