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Q •. And who provided you with the call llana' 
A. The call aianl aTe on a board lituated near the d •• k, Ill'. 

Q. Before you aent 8 •••• ge, va. it liven to you by word of IIOUtb or 1n written fona? 
A. In written fora, 811'. 

Q. And who WI. it who wrote it out? 
A. LTD STEVENS. 

Q. And on what dld he wrlte it! 
A. On. board or I pad, 111'. 

Q. Do you recall what material. were being uled that night? 
A. He va. writing with. ehinagr.ph on • board, .ir. 

Q. And what va. the procedure tn relation to ..... gel you received? 
A. He would write the •••• ge down from the board and I would write it frora the board. Ill', 

and lend it out that way. 

Q. Y.I, that regard, lending mea,lsel. Mow what happened in relation to _ •• eg.a which you 
received on the Primary tactical Met? 

A. I would inform the LTO. Ill', that we bad received 8 _I.age and he would then relay it to 
the Captain and the Officer of the Watch. Ill'. 

Q. Dld you inform him by word of _th or dld you write lt down! 
A. I had written it down in-tho tactlcal Log, 11r. 

Q. What WI. your practice. I. to the time at which you wrote down in the Log the _ •• Iges 
you received? 

A. could you I.k that question again, air? 

Q. Yes. When you received a .e •• age through the headset when)leeording to your normal 
prlctice, did you write it in the Log? 

A. As loon IS it i. receipted, .ir. 

Q. WI. thlt practice invlri.bily followed on this night? 
A. Yes, dr. 

Q. wer. there any mes.lges thlt you did not write in the Log at the moment of receiving them? 
A. NO, .ir. 

Q. Well, now .8 regards me •• ages that were sent, when were they entered in the Log? 
A. First of all, sir, I would put the me •• lge out .nd then log it in the Tactical Log, air. 

Q. Now without refreshing your memory from the 108, which you kept, can you tell u. what 
..... ge. you .ent .nd received that night from about 0300 up~11l time of collision? 

A. The first mes •• ge we put out, .ir, ju.t after 0300, va8 our caurae, wbich wa. 260 ••• 

Q. Before you c~ to that, was there any mes.age to EVANS Ibout rescue de.troyer7 
A. I think it was before that, .ir, that we put one out about relcue de.troyer to EVANS. 

Q. Yes. ,II right. That'. what you think came firat. Naw what came after that? 
A. We told EVANS that our courle va, 260, lir. 

Q. In Tetation to that message, WI' it .ent 1n pl11n language or 1n code? 
A. It WI. coded, 8ir. 

Q. What plrt of it was coded? 
A. Just the numeral, air. 

Q. And vho did that coding for you? 
A. Til< LTD. 

Q. Do you recall whether you received any rORer for thlt course signll from EVANS? 
A. Ye., .1r. 

Q. WhAt 18 the next 118 •• age th.8t you recall p ••• ing between the two ,hip.? 
A. We told EVANS to take FClIHATIOli 1. And the next olgnal after that, _ told EVANS thlt she 

va. on I colli.ion cour.e. 

Q. Wa' th.8t encoded or not? 
A. That we are on I colli.1on courae, .1rT 

Q. Yel. 
A. No, a1r. 

Q. Did you set I roger for that a1gnal·you are on I collilion course. 
A. Rot the f1rst time •• ir. I told theta once and they never rocered for it. ao I aent it 

out a,11n and u.ed the1r call .lgn and .ald, "OYer". I Bot. rOKer for that, .ir. 
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Q. -Row long intervened between ~he time you fir.t .ent it and the time you .econd .ent it? A. Only about. few a.condl. 111'. I lava them tlm. to rOler for it. 

Q. Well, what v •• the ... t lignll that p ••• ed? 
A. We told EVANS that we were hard left. 

Q. W •• that plain laDlua.e? 
A. Yea, .11'. 

Q. Did Jou let any receipt for that? 
A. EVANS rogered for it, IiI', and came Itraight back and •• id that they were hard right. 
Q. And in relation to the order in which tho.e twa lignal, went on the alr, ara they clear in your mind? 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. I show you the bridge log for the niaht,of the 2nd and 3rd. Hal that been entered in your hlndwriting? 
A. Yes, 111'. 

Q. You will observe that no times are entered asalnlt the two ligna1s, ''my rudder hard left" and limy rudder hard right". Can you tell u. vhy that I, 10'1 A. After we told EVANS that we were on • collision courle, we called EVANS that our rudder WIS hard right, I'm lOrry I hard left. and EVANS came back and .aid that her, 'rudder va. hard right. Just after that the LTO told me to go up and .hake the Chief Yeoman, which I did. I come back down and logged my rudder is hard left and that EVANS t rudder va. hard right. 
Q. And, accordingly, how long a pertod of time w.s there from when those ~.sage. were aent snd received and when you enter.d them in the book? 
A. ltd lay about three quarters of a minute, lir. ," 

Q. In relation to mel sages which you lend, 1. it your practice to log them in the book before transmission or .fter? 
A. After transmission, .ir. 

Q. And is it the .ame whe~ you are given the ~ ••• ge in writing, a. when you are given it by word of mouth? 
A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Or is there a difference? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. In each case, whether it comes to you In writing or by word of mouth, you log it after, is that rightl 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
in the 

A. 

In relation to mes.ages received, what is your practice .s to the time when you enter them log? 
I write it in the log, sir, as I receive it, inform the LTO .nd then write the time beside it, .ir. 

Q. When the LTO comes over to I •• what the .,.a.e :I.. do you tell him or does he: read it off the log7 
A. I usually tell him, .ir. Sa.etlmea he r.ads it. 

Q. You .atd .arlier that you sent EVANS. ne.s.ge, you are on a col1i.ion course on two occ.stona. Do you recall that2 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. When you aent it the first time did you u.e the EVANS' call .ign? A. Ye., sir." 

Q. And on the .econd acca.ion? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. w •• there .ny difference in your transmi •• ion of the ....... on the: first and second occasion? 
A. On the: first occasion. air, we called them up firstly using their c.ll .ign and told them they were on • collidon COUr8e and I just •• id, "Over", .ir. I didn't hear a reply and I just said .gain to EVANS f "You are on a collision cour.e", .nd u.ad their call .ign. 
Q. You .. an the difference v., you gave the call ligD before the firat occa.ion and after on the lecond OCC •• iOD. 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. Apart from that vas there any differ.nce.? 
A. No, air. 

Q. And how lona vas it before you lOt the: receipt to the Hcond tran_saion? A. Immedi.tely after it, IiI'. 
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Q. When you went to ,hake the Chief Yeoman, who took over your microphone and head •• t, If 

anyone 1 
A. %be Chief Yeoman put aut the lignll. aftor the colll11on, 11r, and I lOlled them In .. 

Q. I .. an durlnl the ,.rlod when you left the brldle, dld you put your heldlet down or dld 
.caeon. take It ¥p? 

A. I left lt there, 11r. 

Q. And you were IVIY '- IonS you think! 
A. About 45 •• condl, .ir. 

Q. When you left and put your heada.t down what va, the relation of the two .hip. to each 
other? 

A. I didn't lee them, .ir. 

Q. Had the colli.lon taken place? 
A. Yes, .lr. 

Coon.el for the Board (CDR GLASS): Counlel hal no IIOre que.tion.. Doee the Board have any? 

Senior Member: Yel. 

EXAMINAnON BY TIE BCIA1ID 

QuesUon. by the .enior .-ber: 

Q. .JACOBS, what circuit were you working? 
A. Tactical Primary, .lr. 

Q. Were you charged with re.ponlibl11ty for guardlug any.'circuit other than Tac.ttcal Prlury'l 
A. No, ,ir. 

Q. II there I Itandby circuit for rIc tical Primary! A blckup! 
A. Not on the bridge, .lr. In the Opa loom there ta. 

Q. It t, not luarded on the bridge? 
A. No, dr, it wasn't. 

Q. Did you have any probleIU with hearing the tranamf.llions on Tactical Primary Circuit frca 
other ships during your vatch? 

A. Not from any ships in our division, lir. Maybe other divisions were very faint. But there 
vas no trouble with any of the ships on our circuit, sir. 

Q. By other divisions, vhat did you mean by tb.t1 r 

A. sVlIt1 Division, IEARSARGE Division. 

o. Is a division then, limilar to • talk Iroup! 
A. That's right, yes, sir. 

Q. We would just like to be certain that we under.tand the wording of the two _slalea that 
you lent to EVANS regarding the colli.ion coar.e. If we understand correctly they vent as follows, 
and If this isn't right, you tell me exactly wherein it'l"wrong. We will u.e ship'. names instead 
of call .ignl. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. "(EVANS), this i. (MELBClJIlNE), you are" on a colUston course, OVer. (EVANS), this is 
(HELaOVltNE), you Ire on a colltsion c::ourae. (lVAlfS), over.1t 

A. The .econd time, air. I'. not lure that I did send I prellmin.ry call before "I aaid that 
you vere on a collision c::our.e, the .econd time, .ir. 

Q. You may have: aent a preli.tnary callout, but you are not certain? 
A. I'm not certain, .ir. 

Senior Mnlber: The Board haa DO further que.tions of ttda vit •• a. 

Counael for the Board (CDR GLASS): TO .JACcas. you are informed tb.t you are privileged If you 
wi.h to ~ke I further .tatement covering any .. tter relatiug to the lubject of the investigation 
tbat you thlnk lhould be told to the Boord but which ba. DOt yet been brought out by quelUonl. 
Ia there anything that you wi.h to add? 

TO .JACOBS: Ro, .ir. 

The witne •• VII warned, excuaed, and withdrew frOID the Board RoOll. 

Senior Member: The Ioard vi11 reee •• briefly. 

The Board reee •• ed at 1504 hours. 19 June 1969. 
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The board optDOd at 1516 hour., 19 JUDa 1969. 

All ~r.on. connected with the board who wra pre.et _. the hoard rec ••• ed wra ... in pr.lent. . . 
S .. lor _, Th. b.arina 10 n"" _. 

eoun .. l lor the board (C-d.r Gl ... ), Th. board n"" kina "'.a __ s., it to polnted out o • by counael that ea1 per.on _0 10 to k callad a. a witagll 0 .... y k call.d .. a witaa .. abould leave the boa .. d room and withd .. aw. Th. board call. Actin. 8ub-Lieutenant Viath •• l .. Vorobl.fl. Actinl Sub-Lieutenant Viach •• lav Vorobl.ff. _07&1 Au.tralt_ Na",.. V" called ... wltn ••• by coun .. 1 for the board. v •• awol'll and t.ltified .. follow: 

IXAHlllArlDlI BY OOONSiQ. POI TIll IOAID 

f) Q. Aetlal Sub-Lieuterumt Vorobieff. you hay. "en called ... vttn ••• for the board of invllt1saUan, _lch to lnqulrins lnto the c1rcumt ... cet .urroundlas tho coll1alon of IIIIAS III!LBOlJRIIE .d tJSS P1lANI. I. IVANS, b.e .... it tl under.tood that you have I"idenee that .. y ... i.t the board in tbb iDvI.ti,ation. You UI My! •• d that the evidence 1. kina rlcei".d ill open .... lon of thl board and that dilclo.ure of ct.,.ified lnfor.atlon II not euthorized durtna Open •••• 1oa. Should the ........ to any que.tlon _lch you oar. aakad require you to diaclo •• cl ... iflad info .... tl00 you are rIque. ted not to •• ver thl que.tion bat you ... t ~vi'. th. board that the •• ver would require you to dilclo •• c:i.Gllifild informatioa.. In luch c .... you will lat.r be liva the opportunity to t.ltlfy .. to cl.llified information in clo.ad •••• iOll. Row-v.r, if you can mI'ver • qu •• tion .ither in part or ia leaeral tersu without dilclolinl cl ... ifild deteit. you .hould do .0 advi'ina the board of your deo1 ... to _111,. in latar .lo.ad .... ion. ~der Au.trallan 1.. it i. nece.aery to warn you that you a.y refule to an.w.r ~y queation the aaav.r to vhich uy tend to apo.e. you to ay penalty or forf.itur.. It viii be for you to rai •• the objection and for the board to d.cid. wh.ther you _It ... wer the qu •• tion or aot. Will)'OU pl ..... tate, .1r, your aame, rank aDd pr •• ent orlani.ation. 
A. Viach •• lav Vorobi.ff, Acting Sub-LieutenaDt, aoyal Auatrali_ .avy.· 

Q. ADd wre you a _or of the .hip' •• _1 of IIIIAS III!LBOlJRIIE OIl the d&bt of the 2nd and 3rd of June 7 
A. Y •• , lir. 

Q. ADd wre you .t ... dina e vetch that niBht? 
A. Y ...... ir, I .... 

Q. lihan did you ..... on .atch 7 
A. 6" 2330, '11'. 

Q. ADd r .... lnad on vatch tUI _an 7 
A. IIntil 0415. 

Q. liho voo .t.,dlas _"ch with you durias tt..e u .. , 
A. Lieut .... .nt Lmab, air. 

Q. What other parlonl vere thare vith you 7 
A. During the night, the Nlvllator v" up 'I the captain.,.. up, ad there vere other ratiq' on the bridle t.epinl vatch •• too. 

Q. ADd ""at .hip. wre koapina company with II!LBOlJRIIE durias thi. perlod? A. 110ft. va. the CUDPArRA, BUCIO'OOL, FIANX E. EVAIIS, the nzs and tho LUSON. 
Q. You •• ~.y r.que.t, prepared c.rtain dl .. r .... abovinl the locationa of variou. type. of liBhting .qul_t in JUIAS III!LBOlJRIIE ... d the location. of the .witch •• for it. Bave you done thet? A. YI., air. 

Cotm.e1 for the hoard: HIlI,. COUll •• t have that ptan, cOllalltinl of diq:r_ J ad 4, ad1a1tted in .vidence al exhibit 48. 

Senior Mllllblr: w •• re to under.ted th.t thil va. prepared by the vita.I.? 

Coun.el for the board: Yel. 

Senior .... r: Ye., it _y b. entered a. exhiblt 48. 

IllAMIllATlDN BY OOONSEL POI TIll IOAID (CuD' t) 

Que.tion. by counoel for the kard (Cdr Gl ... ): 

Q. Doe. tho pi ... _rked with the ...-rat four abov the location .f tho .. ariou. 11&bto of BMAS III!LBOlJRIIE 7 
A. Y •• , .lr, it doe •• 

Q. ADd in particuler the forward and aft.r .te-ina l1&bt and the l'UIIDina 11shto on the 1o1and and on tho f11&bt deck OIl the port .ide7 
A. That ·i. correct, 11r. 

Q. ADd can it be taken thet tho .tarboard old. runllias liBhto appear in corr •• _dlns podUano on the oth.r .id •• f tho .hlp7 
•• Y •• , .11'. 
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Q. 4nd doe. thi. diagr ... al.o .how the 10eaUon of the oYertakinl Usht? 
A. Yel, 1t doe •. 

Q. It loe. without .aying that the overtaking light end tha forward and after eteoadna lilht 
ell"'rn white lilhtl? 

A. Th.~ 1. cDrrect, lir. 

Q. In relation to diagr.m 3 does that .how • nuaber of .. tterl, in particular, the light ,anel 
with the board) I 4NPPOI. it 11, that you've l.b.led ..... v tiaht Panel" - what doe. the "Nav" atand 
for? 

A. Well, thic I.eludes all the lights that could be po.llbly ulad for the rule. of the road. 
It lnclude~ variou' liJhta that are to be Iwitched on when the ahip 1_ carrying out.ariOUl 
evolutions. 

Q. And doel the "Nav" Itand for navigational? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And 1tl relatlon to thi. diagra' 3, 1, attention aho called to Dinner Controh? 
A. Y •• , lir. That 1_ where the dimmer control, are located. 

Q. And are they located, .1 the plan ahov., on the after thwart.hip bulkhead at the rear of 
the compass platform? 

A. Ye., lir. 

Q. And doel th11 diagram 3 abo Ihow, em • floor pIau, the polit1on of the port ad It.rboard 
nlvigation lighU forvard of the i.land? 

A. YeB, .ir, but onl~ roughly. 

Q. Doe. the board have any further queltionl in relation to these two plan. before we move to 
1'II0re detailed delcription of the dimmer control and navtgati0z:1. .. light p&nel,l 

Question by member of the board (Captain Rusk): What 1s the Icale of thi. diagram? 

Que.tion. by counael for the beard (Cdr Glasa): 

Q. For example. from the "Iter switch pol1tion Ihown at the !DOst forward po.ition on the 
compa.s platform, to the dimmer control, what 11 the approximate diltance? 

A. Sir. about IS to 20 feet would be • very rough •• timation. 

Q. And iet', ,ay from the extreme port end of the to', de.k to the navigational light panel 
what va. the approximate diltance. 

A. Approximately IS feet, .1r. 

Q. And would the dimner control position be approll:im.tely half that diltance? 
A. ApprOXimately. yes, air. 

Q. Where 11 the poaitionwhere you normally Itation your.elf when you are on watch? 
A. Anywhere on the bridge area, lir. 

Q. No fixed pMition - you .,ve around .. required? 
A. Yea, .ir. 

Counlel for the board: May we have that nat plan, 1IIh.ieh con.iat. of two diq;r ..... ,} and 2, 
admitted into evidence ... xhibit 49 .ubject to proof. 

Senior Member: By vhOll val thil prepared? 

Coun •• l to'!' the board: Abo by the vitn •••• 

Senior Member: It .. y be entered into evidence •• eDibit 49. 

ElAII1IIATlON BY COUNSEL lOlt TIl! IOAIUl (Cont' d) 

Que.tiona by counlel for the board: 

Q. Now In relation to the dlqr. one. that II a floor plar. 11 it not) seeina frDII above? 
A. No. lir, looking .traight ahead. 

Q. Of cour.e. '!bat 1. what il .een 011 the after bulkhead of the bridge ... hovn in the 
politton dimmer control in di .. r .. three? 

A. That'. correct, 'ir. 

Q. And it hal 3 .. in lections that you've Ihovn on there. The firlt 11 l.b.a.d cbAflle over 
.wltch for the navisatlon 1lghtl. about' feet down the dt..r control for Ite_ina l1sht. ad 
JUlt below that the dimmer control for navilational lid. lilhtl. Then fro. there 2 feet till the 
deck level? 

A. Ye., .ir, thatts approxi .. t. di.tanc ••• 

Q. WOW taking the fir.t part of thil apparaeul. ODel that adequately d.lcribe lts purpole -
chan._ ewer lwitch fornavlaatlonal .ide ll.ahtl. I'll withdraw that. If you happen to be u.ing 
fliaht deck lide lilhtl il thil the lwitch thet would b. Uled to chinle o.er to the i.lend lide liahtl? 

A. That il rllht, lir. 
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Q. AIId i. there .. y difforeftt po.ition th.t .h_ ... ich .ld. li.ht. are '" •• 0 on the ..... rd 1 
A. It'o. two ... y .witch and vb.t.ver dire.tion you h.ve the hODdl •• h_ad ov.r to .how 

"'ether you h.v. ,ot the i.land lisht. or tho flisht ... k li,ht ..... iDI. 

Q. SO it ..... th • control ond. from it. pooition. an idi •• tor of vb.t .ide lilht. are barniDS. 
You .ontrol U from there ond you con t.ll frOll tho po.ition of the haldlo vbich lishto are \luminl1 

4.· Y ••• lir. 

Q. - ill relation to tho "OKt part of the ..... rd. dt-r control for .toMiDI lizbt •• 1. th.t 
allo both a cont~ol and a iftdlcato~. 

A. Yn. lir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

If you WOIIt to chonS" from dla to full brillian ....... t do you do at th.t point 1 
You tvilt the dial. lir. 

You twi.t the di.l in vbi.h dir •• tion? 
Iy ewiltiftl it clockwi.e you let better brl111.ace. 

AIIti-clo.kwi •• it b •• ome. dlal 
Yel, lir. 

1ft ralation to that part of your dravial you bave ~ circlel. 
YI., Itr, that'l rllht. 

Q. 
·A. 

.e there indi •• tion ••• to ""eth.r .t.oal.,.. lilht. are on di. or full brilli ..... ? 
Y.I, lir. 

Q. How do th.y illdi •• te che differ ..... ? 
A. By moving the dial, the lilhtl either become br~ ... hter, or they bec~ diaaer. 'tb1o i. 

my indication al to how dim or how briaht the .teaminl light. are. 

Q. SO if the light •• hovn on the indicator board are dim; thea the Ite_ina U.&htl are dbD 
~d the oppo.it. allo applie.? 

A. Ye •• air. 

Q. Now IIOvinl further down, you have the d1Daer control for navilational lIide l1sht.. OOe' 
that al,o work In the .... way to indicate vbether the .lde lightl are d~ or at full brilliance? 

A. That i. correct, .ir. 

Q. Now GIl plan two. Do you Ihow the po.itiona of the .witche. _ich .witch on the lilhu 
wether they be uaed for dill or brilU.at purpoael. I'll aak that .. aift. If you vant to .witch 
on the .teaminl light. forward or after .te .. lna lightl, do you do it 1ft the po.ition ahown in 
diagram two? 

A. Ye •• 'ir. 

Q. AIId the .... with the port and It.rbo.rd bland USh .. 
A. Y.I, eir. 

they have to be Iwitched an here? 

Q. And would there be other .witchea which relate to the port md Itarboard flight deck lightl? 
A. Yel, there are, .ir. 

Q. And, .. you have Ihown, there il oae fOT the overtakinl Uaht? 
A. That~. ~iBht, lir. 

Q. You've .hown earlier a ... ter .witch. If that 11 at the extreme farvard polttion. of the 
bridle, if that i. Iwitched on, doel it follow that all of the l1lhtl you've Ibovn would be on 
unle •• they h.d ~een .vitched off at their individual .. ~tche.? 

A. That il correct, lir. 

Q. lIb.t·. tho ~.e of thlo obj.ct ahown with four pooiti .... ODd lab. lad '"-rkiIlB .witch 
paneltl ? 

A. "'e:-. you are f111na aircraft or doing ~.pleia""nt at I.a you have to ."itch on .ariou.l 
lisht ••• required by rul •• and resulotion •• omd by puttinl thi. owitch to the prorer po"ition you 
have the proper light buminl on your yardara. On. po.ition il for your "Not under eo.und

tl 

liChtl . Another Qrle II for your flying lightl, another one tl for uftdetvay replenilh-.mt nd the 
ather oae il jult for ftor.al Ite..tna, 

Q. Ravins .It_bIilhed the poaition for thOI. yarioul controll, .witche. 8Dd iadicatorl, I 
vont to •• k you .... qu •• tion •• bout vb.t you did that daht with re.pa.t to the l1aht. i" the 
.hip. 1I\en val it you were liven eOile in.tructioa. about li!htiua1 

A. It val a .. out five .inutel after thr .. o'clKk. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

AIId from ...... did the in.truction c_1 
From Lieu tean t LIIIIb. 

AIId hod you he.rd ... yo,," liv. in.tru.tu. to hla bofore h. addre •• ed y ... 1 
Yel, I heard the captain lay to I'"'{tdt. OIl the na.i.ation I1.pte to full brilliance. 

AIId "".t .... the .ondition of the "qil.tienal l1&hto prior to th.t _t 1 
we didn't have ay It.Ptl, vhauoever. huminl· 
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Q. 'l'h. C.pt.in, h.vina .old .vitch tho nov1&.tf.on.1 l1&htl on to full brilli ... cl, 

Lieutenant Lamb oold "".t to you? 
A. I can't rellellber exactly, but he told _ to tum. up tha .t._~ftl and nlvi •• tlonal 

lid. l1&ht. to full bri1lionce. 

Q. Well nov, ..... tlll.d you do? rirltly, did Lioutmont Lamb do ... ythiua in th.t connection? 
A. YI., he .. alked over and .ad. the ... tlr witch • 

Q. And when you. lay ''-de'' the ... ter .witch, you __ .at? 
A. Re IUde the .. itch to the on po.ition. 

Q. And ..... t did you do? 
A. I walk.d behind the bridge, twilted the dimmer control for the .teaming liaht. until I 

had full brilliance on ~ indicatora and I did ... etly the .... for t~A 'ft~~18.tlon.l lid. lighta. 
Then I vent into the p ••• agavay and check.d which .witche. vera _d. on the navisational I11ht 
.witch panel and I noted there vere forward Iteaming light, the after .ta .. ing light, port and 
.tarboard l11and navis.tional lide light. and the overt.kina light. from there •••• 

Q. You noted ""'at about tho ••• witchea" 
A. They were to the OIl po_ition. 

Q. So they vere an to the on poaition and the di1laer - brilliant control v .. to the brilliance 
poaition. ia that correct? 

A. That i_ correct, .ir. 

Q. Stopping there. were the indicatora at that time in good working order .. _0 a_ 
accurately to reflect the .• ituation at the lilhtl? WOuld you like ae to rephra •• that? 

A. Yea, lir. 

Q. 
of the 

A. 

w.. it your experience that the indicator. vera correct in their ~ndlcation .s the •• ate 
11ght. ? 
Yea, they vere. 11r. 

Q. Nonethelell, did you make a check vilually? 
A. Yea, lir, as natural habit I walked out onto the .tarbo.rel bridge wing and looked out over 

the .ide and I could lee the atarboard navigational .ide 11iht on the liland burning brightly. Then 
I walked aero •• the paslageway and looked over the Ply Co po.ition •••• 

Q. Looked over vba t ? 
A. Over the port bridge wing and law the port navigational lide liaht on the 111and burning 

brightly abo. I walked back and told .. reported .. to Lieutenant Lamb that both IteDing and 
na\'lgational .ide lightl ere burning brightly, sir. 

Q. Did you check viaually the illumination of the _teaming lighte1 
A. No, lir. I'm not in I ~olition from the bridge to lee either the forward or after 

I te ... ing 11gh t. 

Q. And what, if anything, did you ob.erve with regard to the lilhtl on the flight deck at 
that time? ~ 

A. When I wal on the port bridge wing 1 _looked back and 1 could •• e a -trac'tIr being mov .. d 
around on the flight deck and there va. lome tt1DOon light", 1DOOn'" there wa. lome flight deck lighting 
on. 

Q. Which part of the flight dock lightina - .. onlighting va. on? 
A. It va. aft the bridge luperstrueture but 1 cannot recall exactly Where it was. 

Q. H.ving made thOle Oh8~TV.tion. did you report to LieutaaaDt taab? 
A. Ko, 1 didn't. lir. 

Q. About the lighto, did you r.port..,yth1n& to Liout .. ..,t Lamb .bout the lilhtl? 
A. On the flight d.ck? 

Q. NOJlouer.lly? 
A. 1 did report to Lieutenant LIJIi> that the It.adna and Davia_tional lide lightl were bumina 

briBhtly. That'o the only report I _e. 

Q. Now you. have told UI that you had vl.lua1ly checked that the .ld. It.aht_, port and Itarboard 
wr. bumina at full brillionce. Wh.t" .. the b .. h of your r.port to Lieuten.nt Lo1lll> th.t the· 
Iteaming li&htl were at full brilliance? 

A. I never reported to Lieutenant Lamb that 1 liahted the Ite-.ing lilhtl at full brilliance. 

Q. No, but did you beli.ve th.t the .teeming light. vere .t full brilliance. 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. lIIat did you b •• e th.t beli.f on 7 
A. Upon the Indicator, lir. 

Q. Approsimotely, when v •• it th.t tho C.ptain come •• tho bridle? 
A. I cannot give you a very ac~urate .Iwer. but it val around thr •• o'clock. 
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Q. .What v •• the ftrlt Ilanal .fter that, that )IOU recall? 
A. I don't quite follow ""at you ...... by alpal, air. 

bridge at .. y U ... about thla period to go .. yuhera? Q. Did you leave tho 
A. Yel, I did, lir. 

·,hake the Nav1&ator and I 
At approximately 10 .inut ••• fter 3, I va. told., Lieutenant. Lamb to 

left the bridge at thla tt... 

Q. \I1en you l.ft the bridle, had there been any ••• age lent frOll "lJI)UJUf! to IVANS? 
A. I never heard the Captain or any of the Tactical Operator_ lInd any .... age to !VANS. but 

Lieutenant t.mb told Be to ,hake the Navigator and tell him that it t. 20 ~nut.. to f1ylna 
tt_ and that !VANS h •• bIen told to take up .taeion utera of UI in Fonution ONE. 

Q. Now, you have told ul that, •• regard. the 'teaming llshtl. you relied upon the indicator 
for your beltef that they were at full brilliance, remember that? 

A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Did you Caul. anyone to 10 and aake & vi.ual check of their caadltion? 
A. No, I didn't, .i=. 

-l. Or the overtaking 11Sht! 
A. No, I didn't, .ir. 

Q. What did the indicator .how in regard a the overtaking lilht? 
A. The overtaking light il pert of the •••• The brilliance control for the oyertak1ng 

light il a part of the di~r control for t~e IteABdnl lilhtl .too. 

Q. And accordingly, they were ,howing for it, what condition? 
A. That it ,hould have been at full brilliance. 

Q. About how long were you away Siving; the Navigator •• iiake? 
A. That' I a very difficult que.tion to anlwer, but it vain I t very kma. 

Q. \/hen you came back did you &ee !VANS? 
A. Yel, 1 did, .ir. 

Q. Old you oblerve her with or without binocularl? 
A. I ob.erved her f!r.t vith binocular •• 

Q. And ""at va. her relative bearing fro. l£LBOUIlH!? 
A. She v •• fine on our port bow. 

Q. Are you able to give ul .,. eatimete of her ranse at that time? 
A. Under 3000 yards, lir. 

Q. Did you, at or about thil tiae, examine the radar db play? 
A. Yes, I did, lir. 

"' 

Q. Could 1 interrupt thi. train of queationing to Ilk when you joined MELBOUINE? 
A. On the 24th of February of thi' year, lir. 

Q. When did you ex~tne the radar dtaplay in 
EVANS throush binoculars? Let .. rephra, .. that. 
of !VAlIS? 

relation to thil viluat bearins that you got of 
You told _ a .oment 1&0 you had a vilual .lshting 

A. That'. right, .1r. 

Q. How long after that did you go to the radar dlaplay - in approximate tl .. ? 
A. I_dlato1}. 'Ir. 

Q. Are you able to al .. e ul a drawlns of what you lavon the radar di.play Ihovina EVANS ranse 
..,d bearing fro. MELBOUIIIE! Can you draw ""at you aaw on tho radar dloplay? 

A. Yel I could, air. 

Senior Member: Counsel before thi' vime" .. bl that dravinS. could we •• tabllih whilt 
~nt in ttme ve are taking about? 

eounael for the board: (Cdr Claaa) Yea, Well, I viII be abla to a.tabllah that ky a later 
event. 

Senior Mnlber: Very .. 11. 

I!XAMIIIM'ION BY COUIISIL lOR TIl! IOAIID (CoIlt' d) 

Que.tlona by counael for the board (Cdr CI .. a): 

Q. WOuld you be aood anouah to draw a circl.T 
A. Ye., ~.ir. 

Q. ADd the .enter dot ora the radar dbplay repr •• enta what .bip? 
A.· 'l'be MILBOURN! •• ir. 

Q. ADd ""at did t!IU aae that you took to be !VANS dloplay 011 that radar acr..., T 
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A. To ~e8in with, we hRd th~ radar range strobe out to 3000 yards and W~ had the ships heading 

~rker r~inted up on th~ display ~lsn • 

Q. Th"t line 18 intended to represent what heading. 
A. 260, dr. 

Q. No..." what did you see that represented to you the EVANS, both as regsrds her range and be~ring? 
A. I saw EVANS approxl~tely there (indicating by • -.rk on the .ketch) and I could lee also 

pAinting up on the radar dlspll'lY, the wake of the shlp, or 1 presumed it was the waite, and I could 
.!H'(' :>. !ilolld paint ,,·hich to me represented the EVANS. 

Q. And dU'It did the indic ... tions on the display aUlgest to you 118 to tbe course EVANS was 
foll')\"ing - whether she was ste3dy or turning? 

A. When I glRnced over my shoulder and saw this (pointing to the mark just below the 260 line) 
thi~ r~prescnted to ~ that 3 contact had altered course to starboard. but did not nece~s~rily 
:-r.r"~;l to mC' th:,t it had !IIte.1died up on a course. It could have still been turning. but that is what 
I f:."W. 

Cuun~pl for the bonrd: (Cdr Glass); Kay this diagram be admitted into evidence as Exhibit 
50. 

S('ni,"Ir Member: Yes, lndee'. 

EXAMINATION BY CamSEL FOR TIlE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Quest1o~.:; by counsel for thE' bO."lrd (Cdr Glass): 

Q. Ar~ you ~ble 
the r:lL!nr display? 

A. Yes, sir. 
tirn.c tiJ be> 11 and 3 

t<l help us, sub Lieutenant, as to the time when you IUde that observation of 

!r.mlCdiately after I 8·1\0: this, I looked up "i:o the bridge deck watch and saw the 
D:l:f minutes, exactly, after three. 

Q. l-'~ich clock or watch did you consult to get that time 
A. The m,1in bridg0 ,,'atch - the bridge deck watch. 

~ "'hat wa.<I the next event tbAt took place according to your recollection? 
A. I could still see rVANS, thi~ time by my naked eye on R ateady bearing still fine on our 

port :'"",". 

Q. In relation to Exhibit 50, you have said that the EVANS echo showed a turn to starbOArd, 
are you s~tlsfied th~t you've nccurately dr~wn the t~11 there to Dceord with your impression, or 
woul d you like to tidy 1 t up II bi t? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. ~ell, I understand you to say that whatever your drafbBaD.hi~. the .ake you aaw indicated that 
the !VA~S was turning to starboard 1s that correct? 

~. Yes, sir, she h3d turned to starboard. 

Q. 
~'ake of 

A. 

Could you 
a ship or 
Could you 

tell us a little bit more about the manner in which the radar di.splay 8ho'~s thE: 
direction in which she Is moving? 
repeat thRt question please. 

Q. 
Can you 

A. 

Yes. y~u said~I think, that the echo auggested ~o you that EVANS was turning to starboard. 
tell Uq on ~hAt you based that impression? 
By C~ shape of the paint behind the echo, it ausgelted to me that it bad turDed starboard. 

Q. Prom what you saw, were you able to tell at 
she wa~ still turning or couldn't you tell? 
I couldn't tell at all, sir. 

that atage whether the .hip had ate.adied or 
whl!thcr 

A. 

Q. Well, you told us that you looked at this time at the bridge watch and it va. eleven and a 
half Ddnutes after three. What was the next thing th~t you s.w or heard? 

A. After looking at the radar I could aee EVA~·S atill ateady bearing fine on our port bow, then 
I heard the Captaln. or saw the Captain studying the .avement of EVANS. 

Q. \/hat way was he studying? 
A. ~ waa atudying through his binoculars, very carefully. 

Q, And did you hear him say anything. witbout living the words? 
A. Yes., sir. I heard him say somethqwhich auggeated he va. very dietressed about the .ovement 

of EVANS. 

Q. We've heard it put that he awore. 
A. Yes, air. 

Ia tha t •••• Does that sUIIIUri&e the poai tion? 

Q. Sub Lieutenant, I'm going to .sk you if you wouldn't ~nd tryina 
representation.of what you saw of the wake of EVANS on the radar acreeD. 
do that in that bottom left hand corner? 

A. Yea, air. 

to give us • larger 
Do you think you could 

Q. thank YOU. end 1. the cail In proportion to the h.1d •• ,au recollect ltT 
A. Y •• , air. 
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Q. Sony I interrupted 7<N troin of thou&ht. Con I bring you bock to the point where you .. rd the 

Captain 'wear. Whit WIS the next thing you •• w or heard done? 
A. I heard the Captain •• y to one of the Tactieal Operator •• tell IVANS my coura. 1. 260. 

The Tactical Operator then left the bridge • 

Q. Where did he 101 
A. Back to his own de.t • I preaume • 

Q. Did you lee what happeno. at the deat or did JOu not? 
A. MO, air, I did Dot. 

Q. Were you continuing to watch EVANS? 
A. Yes. air. 
A. 
Q. And were you using binocular. or not? 
A. No, sir.Ivalnlt. 

Q. What did you .e~? 
A. I sUll could aee EVANS On I Itead, bearinl coadng towards _. line on t.he port bow. 

Q. CoulJ you tell the •• pect of EVANS whicb va. cIa •• at to you? Could you tell whether it 
was port or starboard and which was closelt to you? 

A. I could .fOe EVANS .tern to the left and I could aee her bow to II)' right. Yes, ber starboard 
bow w •• closeat to ••• 

Q. You .aid, I think, that al you watehed lbe appeared to be on a ateady bead,., did you not? 
A. Yes, air. 

Upon W~3t did you base that belief? Q. 
A. 

to the 
Well, I was standing on the bridge. vaina one of the edges of the vfndcv - lining my eyesight 

edge of the window and I could lee EVANS in the ..... ame position. '. 

Q. Approximately, whit was the range at thi. ttme? 
A. I only glanced at the radar ODee, .ir. 

Q. But: on a ViSUAl a.ses~nt what: v •• the range? 
A. I couldn't give you 8 visual a.sessment. 

Q. Were any lights visible on bOArd EVANS? 
A. Ko,' sir. 

Q. What was the n~xt thing that you b.ard or .aw? 
A. I heard the Captain .ay, port 30, port 35. 

Q. Were two orders given? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the time interval between them? 
A. They were almost simultaneously. 

Q. And bow were they transmitted, these orders, to the wheel bou.e? 
A. By voice pipe. 

Q. By who? 
A. Lieutenant Lamb. 

Q. What was the next tbina you heard or aaw? 
A. Well, I heard Lieutenant Lamb .ay, port 30, port 35, and I heard coming up the voice pipe, 

port 30, port 35. Then I heard the Captain .ay, two .bort blasta, so I dashed over to the starboard 
entrance and pulled the lever and lave two .bort bla.t •• 

Q. In relation to the ordera to the wheel hou.e, v •• it done by the voice pipe or by some 
inteTcam? 

A. By voice pipe, IiI'. 

Q. Did you at any time take a bearing uslD& the pelorv.. to take the bearina of the EVANS7 
A. No, sir. 

Q. What wa. the next thina you noticed about the .ove_nt of MILBOURNE? 
A. She was .winging to POTt, .ir. 

Q. And where was EVANS at this Itaae in relation to MltlOUIM!? 
A. AfteT I lave the two .hort blalts, I couldn't lee EVANS. The next time I .aw bel' .he vaa 

on OUT starboard bow. 

Q. And what appeared to be her coursel I ~an vas .be st.ady or turning? 
A. I'm not lure whether she waa ateady or tumina. but I could lee her - lbe wa. beam on to 

ua on our starboard bow. 

Q. At that .tase what v •• the range between them? 
A. It va. very cloae, .iT. 
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Q Q. You ,aid that after the two ,hort bll.tl t~t you couldn't lee IVAXS. ~t v •• the re •• on 
for th.at!' 

A. There •••• lot of .oveaent on the brid,l, IiI'. 

Q. 
A. 

'Mav_ftt of 
Peraonnel. 

Q. Where were they in relatlon to you and t.be view .head? 
A. They v.re all in front of me, lir. 

Q. 
A. 

That's 

Q. 
A. 

Did you lee anyone taking bearinaa of BVANS using the peloru.? 
Yes, lir. When 1 firat returned onto the bridge I law Lieutenant t.mb taking' bearing. 

the only time I •• w anyone take • bearing on EVANS. 

Apart from you, did you lee anyone using the radar diep1.y at thi. time? 
I c~naot recall, air. 

Q. Well, you've brought UI up to the ,.rlod of time when the ranae between the two ,hips was 
closing rapidly, did anything happen •• you recall before the collision? 

A. Yps, sir, we .. de two pipe I over the main bro.de.at .y.tem. 

Q. What WPr@ they? 
A. Rlndfl to collision' ltltion., hand. to emerlency .tationa. 

Q. What about engine order., did you bear any of thea? 
A. Mo, .ir, I didn't, air. 

Q. Did you ue the actual impact between the two .hip.? 
A. Yeo 6 , lir. 

Q. wtuot Val the angl. theD be_en the two .hips he.d. the he.ding between the two .hlps 
provided what angle? 

Well, I aaw MELBOURNE .till .winging to port ana'I aav·!VANS broad.on it. be~ literlily 
coming into us. . 

Q. Can you give an estimate of the beading between the two .hip. It that tiaeT 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did y?U hear at any time the Quartermalter'. voice or the Hel .... n'. voice on • loud 
.pesker? 

A. I cannot recall, .ir. 

Q. Did you hear, at any time, instructions to pau •• ignal, "you are Gn a collision cour.e"? 
A. No,sir. 

Q. Wns there any pertod of time in which you were .vay from the bridge, apart fro. when you 
w.t to .hake the Navigltor'l 

A. No, lir. 

Q. Did you observe the .hip'. heading at any tiM after the i..,lct on the cOlllpa •• or on the 
gyro atrip repelter'l 

A. Tea, air. 185 at the tia. of ~ of colli.ion, .ir. 

Q. _ do ... to the tiM of collhlon dld you ob •• rve 1857 
A. I.aediately after the colli.ion or upon colli.ion, I alaneed at the •••• 

Q. And where h the IYro .trlp repe.ter on whlch ,..,.. re.d 1857 
A. Situ.ted high on the bulkhe.d, .boYe the bridle Window •• 

Q. And •• you ob •• rved that ... the .hip .to.dy on that or .Ull _ ... i ... 7 
A. The IIIOiIDent that I noted that, .he appeared to be Iteady on that, .4.r. 

Q. What other orden do you rec.ll he.rl ... ju.t .ftor collhlon7 
A. I helrd .top both engi.a, balf a.tern botb eDliDe', hut I cannot ~r r.at order they 

were liven. 

Q. When you looked .t EVANS did you have difficulty or not in det.NiDi ... her outllne ••• he 
c_ on the port boY? I'll wtthdr ... thet. What ... re the condition. of vlolloillty .(foeti ... IVANS 
when you ob •• rved bar a. you .Iid fiu on the port bow? 

A. It va. a dark niBbt, a cl.ar atmoaphere and thar. w. ac.e 8DODHlht crn:r the.... 1 could 
.. ke out the outline of IVANS quite dhUnctly. 

Q. Could you form In e.ti .. te of thl! courae that .he WI •• teeriDl'l 
A. Approxl .. t.ly 030. 

Q. 1)0 you recall what the baH courae VI. at the tt- IVAMS v •• liven the ~"cmution Often 
al .... 17 

A. .. •• courae "a. Z20, air, .peed 18. 

Q. Do,..,.. recall what the cour .. bel .... toned .t thet tWo " •• t 
A. 260, al~. 
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Q. And until the onIer port 30, port 35, va. ta..re any alter.tion in JilELlOUIlIE'. cour •• of 
2607 

• • A. None vh8taoever, .fr. 

. . 
Q. Wb.t n. MlLBOOUI' •• _d7 
... We hIId 18 knot. runa up on the enaine oreler calaarapb. air • 

Q. Could)'ou live UI an •• tlMC, of the tl_ that .1., .. d fra.. tha port 30, port 35 order and 
the collialon when JOU ob •• rved 18S on the Itrip indicator' 

A. Only very roulhly, per"'p, 3 ainute •• 

Senior Member: Could you repelc that que.tlon pI ..... 

Coun.el for cM IOlrd (eDIt CLUS): The· que.tlao, .ir. what w •• the interval of time MQfeen tbe 
time the port 30, port 3S order w.~ aiven .nd the Ci .. of the colllllon1 

Senior .... ber: And vhat v •• the Inner. 

Witne .. : I couldn't jud •• how .. ch U ..... d .lap .. d durina tM. period. 

EXAIIIHAnOll BY COUIISEL p~ TIlE ICIl/U) (Cont'd) 

Que.tion. by counael for the Bo.rd (CDa GWS): 

Q. What v •• happening durin. that period? 
A. There wa •• lot o~ IBOYelMnt. The Navis,tor VI' ..,vina to the .. In broadca.t, I v •• getting 

out of hi. way, the bridge ae •• enaer va. aetting out of everybody'. w.y and the Captain va. on the 
bridge. The Officer of the Watch, I think I .. w hi ... t.oding.behind the ,,"Ions., aGel, the t.ctical 
operator. were .oving about their d •• k. " 

Q. Caming back to the aubject of lilht1na. when you fir.t went to the brililance control what 
condition vere they In? 

A. "Dim. alr. 

Q. And what did you d07 
A. Turned theM to full brilli.nce. 

Q. If the brilliance control. are to dtm and the ... ter .witch i. off. what liaht. if any ara 
.howln.7 

A. None vhat.oever. 

Senior Hember: While we are on that lubject, va. the ... ter witch turned to non" prior to 
the time that you turned the dimmer control. to full brilliance? 

Witnel': Ye •• it va., air. 

Senior Member. Could you •• ti .. t. the ti. period between the ti_ the ... tar ~tch w.. turned 
on and the ti .. that you turned tbe d~r control. up7 . " 

Wit ..... : LT LAllI .. de tho _tch. A. he .. de the _tch. I va. v.lking b.ck ... hind the brid.e 
to turn up the liabt •• 10 whatever tt. it took _ to It.p 10 to 15 f.et. that'. how long I •• tt .. te 
they wre on dimly. 

Senior ~r: So it v •• ju.t a fev aecond., ta that what your aft~r ilT 

EXAIIIHAnOll BY COUII1IIL r~ TIlE ICIl/U) (Cont'd) 

Que.Uona by coun.el for the _rd 

Q. lefor. you or LT ~ did anytM .... bout the HahU .... did you have any viaual ob.ervaUon 
a. to the .t.te of the .hip. liahti ... 1 

A. lefor. three 0' clock, I had checked the ... thud "".truction licht ...... I do _ber they 
vere off. I al.o re_ber the ltarhoard navisational at ... ltlhta w. off, but 1 canaot ncall 
whether or not I .aw Uahti ... OIl the fUsbt d.ck ... f ..... t_ o'clock, "'fore I va. told to _tch 
the lilhta to full frilliance. 

eoun.e1 for the Bo.rd: May .......... rec ... ,""U .... e ....... report.r •• 

Sanior "-her: Ye. va vitI nc ••• for 18 aiauCel. 

The Board rec .... d .t 1620 hour., 19 Ju ... 1969 
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The board opened at ~632 heNr., ~9 June ~969. 

All per.on. oonneoted with the board who vere pre.ent Wbtn the open .e •• ion of the board reoe.sed are again pre.ent in open .e .. ion. Sub-Lieutenant Vhcbealav Vorobiert, RoyLl Australian "avy, ..... rem1nded that he V&I under oath and ..... exlllDinlod u fo.llDwl: 

Coun.e~ for the board (CDR Glass): The board i. reoonvaned in open le .. ion and ~ peraon. Who IIII.Y be oalled II w1tne .. ea are required to laaVl tbe board rooa. 

Questions ~ ooun.el for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Back to tbe aubjeot of lightl, oan I uk )'Ou thi.f You .Ilowed a four position .w1tob for various other llghts, not navigation llghts, 18 that independent of the master Ritcb or does that also depend on the maater switch? 
A. It ia dependent on tbe IIIaIter .w1tob, .ir. 
Il. And in relation to the d1mDer oontro~ )'OU to~ us, I think, it is olockw1.e to get it frail "t dim to full brillianoe, i. that r18ht? 

. A. That 1. correct, .ir .. 

Q. If)'Ou go back anti-o~ookw1.e frail ruu brUlianoe to dim and oontinue going in the ._ "direotion what happens? 
A. You will get dim again, air. 

Q. Is tbere ~ position that )'Ou put tbelll ort altogether? A. Bo, Rir. 

Q. That night When )'Ou were oarrying out )'Our order. to Ritob up to ruu brwa£oe did )'Ou get it the rigbt WI¥ to .tart w1th or not? 
A. I kept tw1sting until I got ruu brillanoe and then it vent stightly dim and I .lust tw1ated it baok until, to JI1If be.t judgement, the indioator .bowed it at ruu brUlianoe. 
Q. So)'Ou did have sane diffioulty w1tb it. You bad it on dim for a wb11.e, did )'Ou? A. Ye., sir. I bad it trOll! dim to ruu brillianoe to tittle bit la .. briltiant tben baok to ruu brillianoe. 

Q. Did)'Ou ever have tbem oomplately ofn 
A. Bo, air. 

Q. You to~ us that )'Ou .aw the deok olock at a partioular time. Did)'Ou happen to look at it at tbe time of the colli.ion? 
A. Bo, lir. 

Q. Fran tbe time )'Ou joined MELBOURIiE, approximately how many dl¥ and night watches have )'Ou kept up to the time of tbe colli.ion? 
", A. I bave been keeping an equal nlDber of dl¥ &nd nigbt .... tohe.. But for this exeroise the .... toh bi11 Ollllle out and laid that I ..... just keep1ng nigbtwatohe.. " 

Q. And what .... toh keeping experienoe have )'Ou bad 1n .hips before )'Ou joined MELBotBlNE? A. I bad l1m1ted experienoe in watoh keeping on SUPPLY. VAMPIRE, aDd SIDNEY during JI1If time as a II1dlhipl&Il. 

Q. What is )'Our partioular purpo.e 1n being in IIELBOtIImE at thi. time? A. For training, air. 

Q. Can)'Ou tell u. bow many .... tohe. altogether, dl¥ and a1&bt, )'Ou bad kept in MELBOllRNE prior to the time of tbe oollil1on, in approximate figure.? 
A. Approximately fifty. 

Q. Approximately fifty'! 
A. Yea, .ir. Thi. figure IIII.Y be a tittla high, but it 18 the be.t an ..... r I can give )'Ou. 
Q. At the time of the collision vu the truck tight or the red obstruction tight burning? A. I can't really reoall this beoauae during the night I ..... lvitcbing it on and off and 1 ju.t oannot remember Whether it ..... burniJIg at that time. 

Q. For what purpoael bad it been lvitohed on and off during the nigbt? A. For hetieopter launcb and recovery operationa. 

Q. Was that a job that ..... 81""'- to JOu to do' A. Lieutenant Lomb would tell _ When he wanted the light on and When he would want the light off and I alVO¥s did thil. 

Q. Where .... the lviteb for thil1 
A. It ..... al.o OIl the navigational light. pane~. 

Q. The _~ wIlleh 1. .bown in Di .... _ 2' 
A. Yel, .1r. 
Q. II U alao controlled ~ the .... ter lvitcll' A. .0 . . ir. 

26~ 
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Q. You can I1'1tch that on "hile the IllUter nitch 11 om 
A. ~at'8 correct, lir. 

Q. Was there any oecuion during your ... tch wilen the cYertaldng llght .... the only llght on? 
A. 110. I1r. but during the night I YU receiving report I tl'aII the life buor lentry on the 

quarterdeck and eo.ch tilDe he reported to me tbat the overtaking llght YU not burning at all. 

Q. You remember giving te.t1mony tbat Lieutenant z.ab nitched on the muter nitch at the 
forward end ot the campas. platform? 

A.. Yes, lir. 

Q. When he d1d that and before you got to the d1mer control lIbat lightl did tbat bring on. if 
you are able to tell us? 

A. That would bring on the forward and after Iteaming llght. the overtaking llght and the port 
and starboard island aide llght.. 

Q. To lIbat degree of bri111ance7 Brought them up to lIbat level? 
A. To dim, sir. 

Q. lIov do you bue that statement ... rely on a famillarity with the way the llghts work or upon 
an observation? 

A. An observation of the dimmer indicatorl. 

Q. I.ee. oblervation of the indicator •• but DOt a vilual oblervation of the llght. themaelf? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Senior Member: lias counlel ccmpl.eted? 

Counlel for the board ·(em Glau): Yel. 

Senior Member! Do we have expectation or a cla811t:-~d 8eeslon tram this witness? 

Counlel fer the board (em Glu.): 1I0t 10 far u I can lee. 

EXAIIINAl:IOII BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Vorobie!!. during your period aboard MELBOlI!NE at night bave you ever noted any occalion 
when an indicator llght would appear to indicate tbat it. a"ociated navigational light YU on but 
in fact the report .... received tbat the llght it.eU .... not on? 

A. Never, air. 

Q. Have you ever leen an occasion when an indicator llght vas ott but the report was received 
that the light it.eU .... on? 

A. No, I haven't, air. 

Senior Member: The board has no turther questiona ot thi. vitne ••• 

Counsel tor the board: At this juncture you are informed that you -.y make a Btatement concerning 
any matter relative to the inveltigation which baa not yet been brought out by question. which you 
think Ihould be put on record. II there anything )'DU wi.h to add of an uncla,"ified nature to lIbat 
you bave laid? 

LT Verob1eff: Yes. I think t laid earller tbat I didn't hear the bridge intercom to the wheel 
hou.e being used. In fact I did hear it being used at the time of the co11101on. But prior to tbat 
I only I." and heard Lieutenant Lamb, using the voice box. 'l'bat il all I wilh to lay. 

DAMIIIA'l'ION BY COlIISEL l'a! TIlE BOARD 

Queltion. by COuniel for the board (em Glul): 

Q. When you heard it being uaed tor wbat purpole YU it being used during the time of the 
collision? 

A. I heard it being used 1med1ately after the co111l1on. 

Q. For the tranami .. 10n of lIbat lort ot orderl? 
A. Again. I am not lure. but I heard two orderl gi .... n. "stop both engines; baU utern both 

engines" but I cannot ..... ber which order they ..... given in. 

Coun.el for the board (em GlaIl): Do .. the board bave any quuUonl? 

Senior _r: Bo. 

The witne .. YU duly warned. excused and withdre" tl'aII the hearing rocm. 

Lieutenant Thamu Maw.on, Royal Iavy, Vall called u a v1tne.s by coun.el tor the board, was sworn, 
and examined u tollows: 
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c DECLASSIFIED o 
Coun.el tor tile board: Li.utent.nt Maw.on, you bave be.n called u a witne .. tor thi. board of investigation which i. inquiring into th. circumotanee •• urroUDding the collioion of the RMAS MELBOURNE and USS nwIX E. EVANS becau •• it i. under.toed tbat you have evid.nce which lII¥ uo1ot 'the board in tlleir inveotigation. You are advi.ed tbat tile ovidenc. i. being received in open .... ion of the board and that disclo.ure of cluoified intormation i. not authoriz.d during open •••• 10n. Should tile aD8VOr to any que.tion that you are uked require you to ~i.cloa. claa.ified infonnation, you are ""que.ted not to &D.wer tile que.tion, but to advi.e tile board that the an.wer would require you to d1.cloo. cla.sifi.d information. In tho •• c •••• you v1ll lat.r b" given the opportunity to teat1fY u to the clusified information in clo.ed ••• sion. However, if you can answer the que.t10n .1ther in part or in general te ... without d1oclo.ing opec1fic cluo1fied d.taila you .hould do ao advi.ing the board of any de. ire to amplifY at later cloaed .e.o1on. Do you understand that ao tar? 

LX Mawaon: I do, air. 

Counsel tor the board: Under the rules of procedure of this board no wi toeas D183" be compelled to answer any question the answer to which MY tend to 1ncr1ln1nate him and he may refuse to answer any such question. 

EXAMIIIATION BY COU!IS!:L 70R TIlE IIOARD 

Quest10n. by coun.el for the board: 

Q. Would you please .t.t. your full IlUIeT 
A. Lieut.nant 1'hawI Manon, Royal Navy. 

Q. To what .h1p are you currently attached' 
A. Her Maj.sty·. Ship CIEOPAl'RA. 

Q. And were you .0 attached on the early IIOrning or. 3 Jun. 1969l A. That 1. correct, air. .~ 

• Q. At that part1cular time were you on watch on board the CIEOPAl'RA? A. I was the Officer of the Watch. 

Q. Where did you have atation .s Officer Of the W.tch? A. On the bridge, sir. 

: 

Q. At that tUne Was CIEOPATRA in cCIIIJP&DY with USB nwIX E. EVAIIS and RMAS MELBOURNE? A. Yes J she was, air. 

Q. Do you recall the di.poait10n which the group waa in at tbat time? Without going into classified detail. 
A. The disposition vas .. number of ships screening the Min body consisting of' a carrier. 
Q. And where was CIEOPAl'RA in relation to MELBOlIUIE and EVANS? A. CIEOPATRA was on the port be ... of MELBOURlIE and ocaeth1ng Uke on the port quarter of EVAIIS. 
Q. Going back a step, do you recall the baae cour.e of the fo~tion during the time of your II1dwatch? 
A. Te" sir. 

Q. What wu it? 
A. 220 degrees. 

Q. And bu. opeed? 
A. 18 knots. 

Q. Was the group zigzagging? 
A. rho group wu zigzagging. 

Q. What wu the number of the plan? 
A. I'm not quite aure if tbat 1. clua1f1ed infomation. But the number of the plan waa 17 Sierra. 

Q. Prall what publication, 1f you recall, .... that plan takenT A. From the operat1on order. 

Q. Whose operation order? 
A. FOCAr's Operation Order. 

Q. W. bave J'OCAF'. Operation Order 1-69 admitted into evidance and I au you if that i. the dOCUlllOnt from which the plan was taken' 
A. rhat was the docUlllOnt, .ir. 
Q. Would you review the zigzag jllan therem and refre.h your recollection .. to tbo plan for the board, pleue? 
A. Th1. i. the zigzag plan tbat waa in torc., .ir. 
Q. By th1. you mean which ODe, if I lII¥ ukT 
A. I Mde a lI1.take. in fact. The plan .... 13 morra. 
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Q. !rhank JOu. At approx1matel,y 0300 of JOur ... tch 40 JOu recall the courle on 1IIl1ch the 
fOrllllLtion ...... teUdns? 

A. I believe it .... 219 degreel. 

Q. And at approx1matel,y 3: 10 do you ",call the cour ... of the fOl'IU.tion? 
A. 260 degrees. 

Q. At about that time do you recall a o1gnU being .ent to 1'RANX E. EVAlIS from MELBOURNE? 
A. I didn't hear tile signal IIIYlelf, but lIlY Opa ROCIII toli! ... that EVAlIS had been told to tOnD 

column. 

Q. Do you recall the diltance that EVAlIS had been told to fOnD column at? 
A. I believe it ..... 1,000 yard •• 

Q. At that time what was your position •••• Let lie .tart over. Were you at that time able to 
.ee both EVAlIS and MELB0URIIE7 

A. I VIlS, lir. 

Q. Would you state what you observed as to the lIIDtions of the two ships? 
A. At the time of the execution of the lignal, o1r7 

Q. Yes, please. 
A. I looked at EVAlIS and EVAlIS appeared to have turned to Itarboard and was heading at about 

030. MELBOURNE was Iteady on her course and lpeed tor that leg ot tile zigzag. 

Q. Can you est1matethe distance hetV1len the EVAlIS and MELBOURlIE at the time EVAlIS turned to 
.tarboard7 

A. No, I can't, air. 

Q. Atter EVANS turned to Itarboard what was the next thing you oblerved or heard? 
A. The next thing I heard vas lIlY Ops ROCIII calling up on Ac:.tion Infonnation inter""'" and saying, 

"MELBOURNE b.u told EVANS she is on a colli.ion course. How doe. it look'l" 

Q. And what did you do at the time? 
A. I looked at the PPI and law that the contact. ""re cloling. 

Q. Did you also make a visual observation? 
A. Yel, I did, lir. 

Q. What did you lee by visual observation? 
A. I saw' both ships clo.ing very tut. 

Q. Could you tell their approximate relative bearing trom each other at that time? 
A. No, I COuldn't. 

Q. You have not indicated your po.ition on the bridge, could you do that at this time? 
A. I vas standing at the pelorus, in the center ot the bridge, looking through the windOYll out 

of the starboard side. 

Q. Does the CLEOPAntA have an open or a closed bridge? 
A. A closed bridge, lir. 

Q. And what is the approximate .ize of the window through whith you """' looking? 
A. About 3 teet by 2 teet. 

Q. And did you have clear vilib11ity ot both MELBOURJIE and ·EVANS? 
A. Yes, I did, sir. 

Q. Atter ob.erving them clo.1ng, at a rapid rate, did you observe any action by either .hip at 
that point? 

A. IIot at that point, .ir. 
Q. Would you relate then what happened next? 
A. I looked back at the PPI and I .aw that the contact. in tact ve", merging. I then looked 

back visuall,y and laW EVANS' green light and there ""re other light. on the deck ot MELBOURNE. 

Q. Had you previou.l,y .een any lightl on either .hip? 
A. 110, lir. 

Q. Did you lee any other light. on EVAlIS - other than her _en light? 
A. 110, air. 

Q. At that time what light. did 'you .. e on MEL1IOllRNE? 
A. There vere a number ot 1IIl1te lights. I can't dlot1ngui.h what they were. They II8Y have 

been upper deck lighting or IIOOn lighting or ..... thing like that. 

Q. Did you .ee any light on MELBOllRNE that you could identity .. navigation lightl? 
A. lio, .1r, I couldn't. 

Q. Did you attempt to .ee .... h light.? 
A. Bo, I didn't. 

Q. Were you loolting throush binocular. or with the naDd -1'11? 
A. Binocular., .ir. 
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Q. At that till., could )'0" eot1llate the v1a1b:llltT with re.pect to _king o"t the ahape of a 

.hip the dze of a de.tl"O)'er? 
A. I could ... clearly a lhip'. outUn. at about II to 5 1II1l.e •• 

CO. Was that with the naked eye or a .. i.ted by binoclllar.? 
A. A .. 1Ited by binoclllar •• 

CO. W.re)'Ou l.ooldDS through binoclllar. during thi. perlod that )'0" have de.cribed? 
A. I V&B, lir. 

Q. W.r.)'O" aJ.t.rnat1DS )'Our binoclllar. back and torth bet"".n the two .hlp.? II that what 
)'0" were do1DS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And do you believe that through binoc:ular. you could get a good estimate as to the course 
of the ship )'0" were ob •• rv1ng? 

A. No, 8ir. 

CO. Within what approx1llat. accuracy do )'Ou te.l tbat )'Ou collll1 have d.t.rmin.d the cour •• of 
the .hip )'Ou wre ob •• rv1ng? 

A. Abo"t 45 d.grees. 

CO. Li.ut.nant MaWlon, did 70" obs.rve the actWll colli81on bet .... n. £VAml and MELBOURNE? 
A. Yea, lir. 

CO. And what did )'Ou ... ? 
A. It vas difficult to make out the actWll 1IIpact but I laW a lot of IIIIIDke and .team at the 

point of impact. And IIW !:vAml he.l ov.r and then .h. _. lost fran lIlY vi.w. 

CO. Did)'OU hear &OJ' radio tranami .. ion dur1DS the period fran the .1gnal, "rake .Itation utern" 
and the collision? '.' , 

A. No, lir, but lIlY Tactical Pr1llar:y YU be1DS mann.d in the Op. ROCIIl. 

CO. It vas not be1DS mann.d on the bridge alao' 
A. It vas mann.d by a )'OUD8 in.xperi.nc.d rat1DS, who did not aJ.ways pus the dgnals. 

CO. Li.ut.nant Mawson, if I gave )'Ou a f.lt-tipped pen and the board behind, could )'0" in two 
•• parat. diagr .... indicat. tor the board the r.lative polition. of CIEOPAmA, MELBOURNE and EVAml? 

A. At which tille? 

Q. Two tilDes. Firat of &l.l the t1me at wbich the a1gna.l val executed "form col.umn" and secondly, 
just before collision? 

A. Yes, air. 

CO. Lieutenant Mawson, I believe )'0" have previously made ."ch a drawiDS. If)'Ou ne.d that 
drawing to refresh your recol1.ection you ~ do 10 now. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Let the record indicate tllat • docUllent 18 being given to Lieutenant 
Mawson .olely for the purpo.e of retreah1DS hia recollection. 

A. Thi. 11 MELBOURNE (indicated by "M"), CLEOPAmA (indicated by'"C"), and £VAml (indicated by 
"E") at the point I DOt1ced EVANS, after the execution ot the a1gnal to "Form. column". 

CO. Coul,j)'Ou indicate approx1llat. rangea on that diagram by dotted llDe. and then the figures 
repreaenting the range in yard.? 

A. (W1tnea. did u directed.) 

CO. 
A. 

Could )'Ou give the approx1llate hear1DS at MELBOTJIUIE fran CIEOPAmA at tbat t1lDe? 
(Witnell did al directed.) 

CO. Can)'Ou indicate MELBOURNE'. head1DS at that tille II )'Ou Wlder.tood it, or ob.erved it? 
A. (Witneas did u directed.) 

CO. Can)'Ou .stimate the head1DS of EVAml and indicate it on that drawiDS' 
A. Very approx1llate (witnelS did AI directed). 

CO. UnderltoDd. 1Iov, I Wlderatand that that 10 the firlt relative podtion of the three lhips 
loon after lOu beard. that RAllS bad been ordered to execute "Form. One", 18 that correct! 

A. That 11 correct, air. 

CO. 
A. 

Lieutenant MaWlon, would rou write Exh1b1t 51 at the battao of that diagram' 
(Witnea. did AI directed.) 

Coualel for the board: At thil tille _ would req" .. t the admi .. ion into evidence of that doc\llllent 
AI Exhibit 51. 

Seni",. _r: (Indicat1DS the atfinaati ... by nodd1DS head.) 

Q. BOY, dr, would )'OU turn that lheet over and write at the battClll of that Exh1bit 52, and 
at thi. t1lle .ketch the relatin podUono ot tile tIIrH ahipi at the t1llo )'OU oblerved them jUit 
prior to oollidool 

A. (Wi toe.. did AI directed.) 
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Q. Thank ;Y011, dr. You IIIAY relume ;your Hat. At that UIIe do ;you have an elJt1mte .. to the 

heading ,of the MELBOtllUlE and EVAI'IS? 
A. They appeared to be on reCiprocal cour.... I didn't .ee any "",_nt on MELBOURNE ao I 

.. Iumed that .be .... on 260. EVAIIS .... on a reciprocal cour •• to that • 

Counlel tor tbe board: We aak that that diagrlll be adm1tted into .videnc ... Exhibit 52. 

Senior Member: Yea • 

Q. Did;you at anytime "during tbe period ot tb1. nent note the time? 
A. Mo, air. 

Q. Did;you nat. the time of the collidon itaelf? 
A. No, air. 

Q. With reapect to the lights ;you law on MELBDtlIUIE, _. the entire flight deck lighted or only 
part of it or could ;you tell? 

A. I couldn't tell Whetber the Whole ot the tl1gbt deck wu l'it. air, but it appeared to lie. 

Q. Had;you aeen light a ot tb1a character on MELBCXJRNE betore? 
A. Not ao many lightl, .ir. 

Q. Can you tell at approximately vbat time, with relation to other evento, that the lights on 
the MELBOURNE c .... on? 

A. A t_ a800ndl betore the actual collidon. At tbe ..... time that I aaw EVAI'IS~ green light. 

Q. Free;your position ftre ;you able to bear any whiltle a1gnall? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Was there an;yone on CU:OPA1'RA who wu in a bettar pos!tion than ;yoU to ob.erye the eventl 
that ;you have just related? 

A. I don't think .0, air. 

Q. Can;you give an eltimate of the range bet""en EVAI'IS and MELBOURNE at the time you have 
indicated that Exhibit 52 depict.? 

A. It is difficult for lie to estimate a range between... Can I point? 

Q. Yes, you may. There 1s a pointer in trant of you. 
A. It 1s difficult to estimate a range across there (witness indicating distance between 

MELBOURNE and EVANS) but the distance bet ..... n the two .hipa bows appeared to be about half a cable. 

Q. Translated into Alllericanele is that 100 yards, approximately? 
A. One hundred yards J yea. 

Q. Going back to the light ;you saw, did ;you at anytime aee any light other than the green 
light on EVANS? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You never aaw a red llght at any t1me? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did;you lee any colored light. on MELBDtlIUIE at anytime? 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Lieutenant Mawson, I have vbat appears to be the Tactical Pru.ary Voice Log kept on the 
bridge ot CU:OPA1'RA on the night of 2 and 3 June. I would uk ;you it ;you recognize tbe document. 
I have marked it tor identification as Exhibit 53. 

A. Thh IIIAY have been the log that __ kept on the bridge or the Cpa Room, .ir. I can only 
tell by looking inside (witne .. examined the doc~nt). This appear. to be the log kept in the 
Cp. Room. 

Q. Do;you recognize that docUllent as a CIl!:OPAmA log? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Does it cover the period ot 2 - 3 June? 
A. There 11 no date here, but I recognize the operator's writing. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circUlllBtance., lir, we requeat the adm11s1on ot this 
doc~nt .. Exhibit 53. 

Senior Member: That IIIAY be adm1tted. 

Counlel tor the board: Sir, I intend to l1II1t it to the applicable portions ot 2 and 3 June 
and we request authority to aubst1tute a copy at a latar time. 

Senior Member: Pem1 •• 1on sranted. 

Q. Lieutenant Mavaon. ;you have .bown, in !xb1bit 52, EVAI'IS as tine Oil the port ot MELBOURNE. 
Ia that approximately like )'OIl intended? 

A. This i. bow I .aw it. 

Q. At the distance )'OU ,..re and under the OOIIditi0111 ot'l1db1l1t:r. could it be poaa1ble that 
EVAI'IS could have been eithar dead ahead or .lightly 011 tho! .tarboard _ ot IIELBOlI\NE? 

A. 11o, lir. 
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Q. 'lou feel confident tbat the EVANS vas in fact on the port bow of MELBOllRlIEY 
A. I mow that EVANS wu on the port bow of MELB01lRlIE hecaWle EVANS' _terline vas bel.ov 

MELBOURNE'. at the time I .how here. 

f • Q. Can:you est1mate an approx1mate time bet""en the o1tuation depicted in Exhibit 52 and the 

•• 

actual colli.ion? 
A. Two or three leconds, lir. 

Q. Two or thnte .econd.? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Lieutenant Manon, could :you indicate to the board 'r- qualificationa .. a _tch keeping 
··ott1cer? 

A. I bave held a watcb keeping ticket .ince 1963. I think it vas February or Marcb or 1963. 
II;y experience of ... tcb keeping in a .hip or a frigate type bas been tbe ClEOPATRA whicb bas been 
at aea operational.4' .ince May lut year. I have bad experience getting JIIIf ticket in 1961 and 
1962 in a de.troyer. 

Q. That wa. prior to getting :your ticket, but in tra1lling u a Junior Officer of tbe Watcb or 
Second Officer or the Watcb? 

A. Second Officer or the Watcb. 

Q. 
A. 

taking 

Since 1963, and prior to Coming to the ClEOPAmA, what bas been :your experience at .ea? 
Driving amall MFV'. 1'rom Harwicb to O.tend on, I thinlt, nine occuions - ..... kend trip. -

juniors to Ostend tor .ea tra1lling. 

Q. Would:you expla1ll. what :you mean by MFV' a? 
A. Motor Fishing VeBSela, 90 feet in langth. 

Q. Would:you indicate in a little IIOre detail :your experience u a naval officer 1'rom firat 
receiving a cCllllll1ssion in tbe Royal Navy? ...' 

A. I vas cOlllllliaaioned in 1961. I apent two year. in BMS· CCI!UNNA, a Battle cluB destroyer. 

Q. Would:you apell the nome, please? 
A. C-D-R-U-N-R-A. I then went to the C_er in Chief, 

year.. And then I went to IIMS Gang •• for new entry training. 
67. 

P~utb staff, for two and a half 
I joined IIMS ClEOPATRA in December 

Q. And Bave :you stood, have :you kept _tches ... Officer of the Watcb in ClEOPATRA, since 
December or 67? 

A. Exactly, 'ir. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel baa no further questlona, lir. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Question. by tile .enior _ber: 

Q. Mr. Mawson, you have testif'1ec1, if ~ note. are correct, that the MELBotENE'. lights came 
on a few leconds before collision, 1. that correct? 

A. I didn't Bee them ccme OD, air. I DOted them there at the lame tilDe I law EVANS' green 
light. 

Q. You were not in fact watching when they were turned onT 
A. No, .ir. 

, 
Q. Have:you ever bad &Il¥ difficulty 011 prior occuiOlll in Mldng out MELBOURN'. navigation 

lights frCOll the di.tance :ron indicate, that i. two and a quarter to two and a half III1les? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. At the bearing from whicb :you ""re ob.erving MELBOURNE and given her upect, would the port 
nav1i!ation light of MELBOURNE bave been Icreened 1'rom :your view or would it have bee" visible? 

A. It would bave been visible, lir, but it 1lIIY have been lo.t in the baclrground of the other 
lights. 

Q. But you were in the arc of via1b1l1ty of the port navigation l1gbtT 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. With relpect to Exhibit 52'. depiotion of the .ituation and given the aspect of MELBOURNE· 
at thlt time, what would :you elt~te KELB01I!NE'. courl. to have been at time or ilIIpact? 

A. She would be a little bit to port of that, but I .... not lur. that I could e.t1mate the course, 
lir. 

Q. 
A. 

How c101e17 can :you .lt1mat. the COurl. of MELB01lRlIE in Exhibit 52? 
I couldn't .q, lir. . ' 

Q. You indicate thlt at tilDe of 1IIIpact lbe 1lIIY bava been a littla bit to port of tbe indication 
in Exhibit 521 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. Could thlt be taken to _an that :you wre conac:ioua of MELBOURNE'a head ..,ving to port? 
A. I wun't con.ooioua of it, lir. I jUIt ban a general 1&,,18.01011 lind I .aw IIELBOURllE _ 

EVANS at tbe ...-nt of 1IIpact. It 1. difficult to 'IT uactly what beading each .hip .... on because 
there wu a lot IIIIOke and Ite ..... 
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Q .... tio!l.l br a .,.ber (CAPr Shand.): You IIIntioned tbat \IlIOn ob.erv1na the two .... terline. :rou 
thought it would not be pollible for EVANS to be 011 the .tarboard bow of MELBOURNE? 

A. That'. correct, .ir. 
Q. Would not the relltive po.itio!l.l of the two .... t.rlin •• ·indioat. tbat 011 •• hip .... olo •• r 

to you than the other. In thi. oue that EVANS .... olo.er to :rou than MELBOURNE • th.ir ... t.rline 
being lOll'Or, I believe '1"u .aid? 

A. Yel, .ir. 
Q. AIle! added to that. &I I under.tood you to .IT earlier. :rou felt tbat you oouldn't e.t1mate 

the oour.e of the .hip olo •• r than 45 d.gr .... oould it not be pollible that MELBOURNE' •• hip's head 
was in tact f'urther to port than indicated on your drawing' at about the Slime ranee and, therefore, 
tar enoua:h aroWld tor her to have EVANS' fine on MELBOURNE I. starboard bow? 

A. It i. po •• ibl., .ir. 

Q. It is po .. ible' 
A. Yea, sir. 

Que.tion. br the .enior _ber: 

Q. Mr. Mawson, with re.peot to the white light. you I&W on the MELBOUIU'IE. do you believe that 
you were looking at the .ource. of the illumination it •• lf or at refl.otiona from th •• ouroes of 
the illumination? 

A. I think the _jor1ty were reflections tl-am. loureel, but I couldn't be lure about that, sir. 
I just sot the impre.sion of a lot of upper deok lilbt •• 

Q. Did you .ee ~ red truck light? 
A. No, lir. 

Senior Member: Do you expeot to r.oeive oll.dfiejl. te.t1JDony from thi. witne .. ? 
.~ , r 

Coun.el tor the board: We do not intend to, .ir. 
Senior Member: The board baa no ,further questiona. 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Mawson, you are informed that you are privileged to make ~ 
further statement covering the subject matter of this inquiry that you think should. be a matter 
ot record which ~ not been previOUSly and tully brought out b,y the questioning of you. Do you 
have ~ 8t&~ .... nt at this t1me? 

LT Manon: No, air. 

Counsel for the board: Do you have any information. ,which you feel should be disclosed in a 
classified le •• ion? 

LT Mawson: Wo, air. 

The witnelS WU duly warned. exoused Illd withdrew from the bearing room. 

Tbe board adjourned at 1730 hour., 19 June 1969. 



EIZVlITR DAY 

The board reconvened In executive •••• ion at 0830, 20 June 1969. During this 1.,.1on the 
board rrvlewed and .pproved the prior day'. trln.cript aDd planned future proeeedina_ of the 
.oard. At the conclusion thereof, the bOlrd reconvened In open I ••• lon at 1023 houri, 20 June 
1969. 

All perlona connected vtth the board, who weft preNnt wbtn the board atljoarned, .l"e aglin 
present. 

Senior Member: The hearing 1. now open. 

Counsel for the board (COa GI ••• ): 
point out that any perlon who h •• been 
to withdraw from the board room. 

The board now being In open 1.I.lon, it. t. nece •• ary to 
told he I, • witnes., or who may he • vitne.l. t, Isked 

Sub-Lieutenant Bryan Sidney Twyman, Royal New Zealand Navy, WI. cilled '1 • vitne •• by coun.el 
for the bOlrd. v •• .worn Ind teltified '1 followa: 

EXAKINAnCII BY CCMlSEL Pili TIE BOARD 

Queltionl by Caunlel for the baird (CDR Gl.I.): 

Q. Sub-Lieuten.nt Twyman, it I, ~ duty a, counael to advtae you that you have been catted 
al • vitn.ss for thi_ board of lav.lttaation, which 1. inquiring into the circum_tancel aurrounding 
the eolUo1on of ItIAS HELBOORNE .nd USS FRANK E. EVANS, bee.ule it 10 beUeved thot 1011 hove 
evidence which may I •• i.t the board in ltl inveltigation. You are .dvi,.d tb.t the .vidence II 
being received in open lession of the board. and that dilclo.ure of cta •• ified information il not 
authorized during open ,e.slon. Should the an.ver to any queltion you are a.ked require you to 
dilClol. cl •• lified information. you are requelted not't·o anaver the que,tion. but to'ldvi.e the 
board that the anlwer would require you to di.clo.e cl •• ifled·1nform.t1on. In .uch caae you witl 
l.ter be aiven an opportunity to tlltify a. to cl •• aified information in clo.ed lel.ion. However. 
if you can anaver the question 1n part or In leneral terms without di,clollng .peclfic cia. Ii fled 
information you _hould do _0. You .hould al.o advise the board of your d •• lre to amplify any 
clalsified inform.tion in a later closed lesl1on. You Ire al.o advl.ed tb.t you are not obliged 
to .nlver any question, the anlwer to which ~y tend to incriminate you. Are thOle matter. 
underltood? 

A. Yel. ,ir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

on the 

What is your full name and rank! 
Bryan Sidney Twyman, Sub-Lieutenant. Royal Rev Zealand Ravy. 

To what Ihip are you presently appointed? 
Her Majesty's New Zealand Ship, BLACKPOOL. 

And were you in tb.t ship on the night of the 2nd ad lrd of June? 
Yel, lir. 

What watch were )"ou keeping on that niaht? 
I "". the Offteer of the Wateh, of the llliddle watch - on the bridge -

nisht In que_tion. 

Q. Who .lle vas keeping that watch with you? 
A. t had an a.siltant Officer of the Watch. who V.I Inliln R. A. Barrie, a junior officer 

under training. AIIO, on the bridge wa. the 11lnll .. n and there "a. a full operations room 
crew. below. 

Q. ~.t name of the officer .tanding "atch with you ... Inliln Borrie "a.n't ItT· 
A. Yel. 

J 

Q. • full Itaff. I think you ,aid, in the operationl room? 
A. Ye ••• ir. 

Q. And wMt other .ignalman or other perlone of tb.t kind vere with you on the bridgeT 
A. On the bridge there val .,ae1f, .y Second Officer of the Watch. Enlign Barrie and one 

8ignalman. who was aonitoring the circuit. 

Q. Bow "h.t lensth of ".tch keepina experienee IIove 1au hod before thot nt.htl 
A. I had four Y.lr. experience in Royal Fleet Auxiliarie., including one y.ar a. a certificated 

watch keeping officer. Since thi8 time. I've had two and a half yearl experience In the Royal 
New Zealand Navy and I've lpent the la.t year and • half in BLlCltPOOL. 

Q. When did you obtain ,your watch keeping certificate? 
A. MY u.val vatch keeping certificate. I obtained 1n Nove~r of 1967. Prior to thi. I 

held ••• 1 .till hold ... rehant novy eertifie.te. 

Q. Whieh you obtoined in ..... t 1".r1 
A. In 1963. 

Q. How IDIny .hipI were in cOOlp.ny wf.th IU.CIO'OOL Oil the ught of the 211d .nd 3rd of June1 
A. There vere five d •• troyer, 1n COlipany with MlLBcmtNE. We veri for..d in In anti-.ub.arine 

acreen. There vere three Ihlpa, three d •• troy.ra, in the ~di.te Icreen and evo .are vere 
Itatioaed further awa, fro. the carrier. 
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Q. 'Well, vhleh .... re the two which were the furtheat fr ... the corrler? 
A. The USS IARSCII and the USS ItYES. 

Q. And of the other three. vere w •• BLACKPOOL? 
• A. BLACKPOOl w.' It.Cloned - was tbr center Ihlp of thl three. I wa •• tatloned 1n I aector 

which wal from •••• 

.. Q. Perhaps you could tell us just which .• hip' ... on. your riaht, and which VI, on your left? 
A. On my rllht v .. the USS EVANS, and .... ~ lefc fta tile IllS CUlOI'Ant.. '" 

Q. You ~re 1n a sector which was defined by bearinas and range •• were you not? 
A. Yes, air. 

~. What waa the I'ange from your ship to MELBOVRm:? 
l\, My lector wa. from ••.• 

Q. Not the detaih, just the approximate range at thta tl~ from BLA.CKPOOL to MELBCJIUllNE? 
A. Approxt-.tely 4000 yard" .ir. 

Q. At the time before EVANS WI. given a Fot'lUtlon aa aignal. what "" •• the bel. course of 
the formation? 

A. The bale course wa. 220, Ill'. 

Q. And what W •• ,the bas •• peed? 
A. 18 knot •• 

Q. And what ••• W ••• zigzag being carried out? 
A. Yes. 

Q. In accor~ance with what zig zig plan? 
A. 13 SIERRA. 

Q. ~ith a zero time or r.ero hour that was? 
A. 2300, of the night before. 

~. No~ during the period from mi.nlsht till, lay. 0300. had the ligzag been contlnuoully 
carried out or hdd it been, from time to ttme. interrupted? 

A. It had been interrupted briefly for short periods bacaule of helicopter operations from 
the carrier. 

Q. What was the course upon which the formatton v.. lillagglng at the tia. the formation 
~L signal waa given? 

A. The leg of the zigzag wa. 260 degreea. 

Q. And approximately ~hen had the for.ation gone onto that leg? 
A. At 0307. 

Q. At the time of the Formation aa: lignaI, where val MELBCMUIE in relation to BLltClCPOOL? 
A. HELBOUR..'lE wa. belring 045 degrees, 4000 yarde from BLACKPOOL. 

Q. And at that 811lM: time, when the FormatioD ONE 11gnll was given. how did EVANS belr from 
BI.\CKPOOL? 

A. EVANS wa~ to the Northwest from BLAClCPOOL. approxl .. tely 3000 yard.. I did not take an 
exact bearing and diatance. 

Q. And what va' the cour,e that BLACKPOOt was Iteering at that time? 
A. 220 degrees. 

Q. For what purpoae VI. it followtag thi. courle? 
A. EVANS had been told to form •• tem of the carrier. I wanted to .. ke lure I va. on an 

opening course to allow plenty of room for EVANS to eo.e around. If lhe c~ aroun~ 1n .y 
direction, I wanted her .to have plenty of room to be on an opening course. 

Q. Which way had you expected him to ca.e around? 
A. 'I expected him to come to port. 

Q. And, by .teering 220. did that allow plenty of room between you and the carrier for him 
to come down that way? 

A. Yea. sir. 

Q. Where were you obaerving the lituation from at thil time? 
A. I was alternating my polttion between the bridge, and I had to go to the outside of the 

bridge door, to the starboard bridge door, beclu.e our view abaft of the be~ i. very reltricted. 

Q. Yes, because your viev abaft of the beam i. reltricted from the bridge, where did you go 
to get an unreltricted view? 

A. Out through the door onto the Itarboard wing, vhich tl open and gi ... wood vilibility 
astern. 

Q. Well, from that starboard 
turning to take up her polition? 

A. With binoculara, yea. 

bridge wina, were JOU able to ob.erve in what way EVANS waa 
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Q. 'At tM time you heard that dgnal. what va. the relative bearing of HELBCl1RNE from your 

ship? 
A. Approximately 135 degrees on MY atarboard Itde • 

Q. Had you before that signal, "Roger. my rudder t. right," heard any other .ignals or Is 
th~t the first one you heard 7OU~ .. lf? 

A. That is the firlt lignal that I h.ard • 

Q. And the only lignal? 
A. ~·.s. sir. 

S('n~ '.)r t-1('mber: Had' you meintained, Mr. Twyman, your couree at 220 throughout thi. period? 

Witness: As far as I can recotlf'ct, ye9, II;ir. 

COllOs.-l for the board (CDR Clas,;): I wllnt you to gtve us your elUtUte I as best you can, 
I")f the tl~ interval between receiving the report frOID the 11gnslrun that MELBC(JJ.NE bad .aid. 
"You are on 8 collision cours.," and hearing the EVANS transmission, "Roger, my r"Jdder 1. right." 

I.. It', very difficult to pinpoint this to an exact time. There vas e ahort delay. 

Q. ~,ere you 111ten1ng, at this time, with attention? 
;.. Yes, dr. 

~. Did you expect to hear, or did -not expect to hear. a reply before you did? 
A. I'm lorry, I've rather IOlt the question now. 

Q. ·Yel, well did the reply come from EVANS when you expected it or not? 
A. It came rather later thar. I expected. 

Q. .-it this tim(' that we're discussing. what was the speed of BI..ACKPOOL? 
A. 20 knots • 

. ~. In between the aig!1al which was reported to you, "Vou are on a col1hion -course." ant! the 
.igmll which you' heard frn=n EVANS, was there any other aignal reported to you. 

h. Yes. Innedtately following the signal that I heard, the signalman reported to me that 
MELBCl.'RNE was eoming hard left. 

Q. When he reported that to you, where were you? 
A. I waR, by thil time, on the wing of the bridge observing the .ttu~tion. 

Q. Are you .blp to tell from what you were told whether that signal came in before or aftFr 
the one thRt you yourself heard"! 

6\. ~o, lir. '!he signalman, of course, had earphones on and heard, of course, every 
tr8~~~ission. I turned on the speaker and I only heard one. It is possible that therr ~ight havp 
been a delay in writing it down and repertlng it. I caDDDt~boDe.tly ,IY vh1cb cbae: flr... The 
.ilDal v •• teported.: • ItELBOOlUIE , • 11ana1 that .be va. ctatas bard ieft va. reported to·_ by'''' 
O1gnol_n !lftar ••• 1.mioodlote1y after X' beard EVAIIS 'I~ .be _I c_ina rilht. 

~. Ho· .... long werf' you stAnding at thp doorway within hearing of the loud .reeker ,after you 
heard EVANS 5ignal7 

A. Just moment~r~ly. ! h~ard thi. and vent back out the door. 

Q. ~hat was the .ttuatton that you were able to oblerve when you ~nt back to the atarboard 
wing? 

A. I .ew the two shadcwI, one of KELlCXJRNE and one of EVANS. I saw the two lhadowa ,.rgp. 

Q. What else d~.~ you lee? 
i.. The neY.t thing I saw was I I •• rch light being .witched on from MELBCX'RNE. In the light 

fr~ the •• arch light I could aee ~ke or Iteam. 

Q. Well, whllt ·"as done in your lhip ~hen thia information was distributed about the colHsion1 
A. I ran into the bridge and Ihouted down the voice pipe to the Operations Room Officer. 

"I thtnk MELBOURNE and EVA~S have had a colUaion or a near mias." At that time a confil"lMtion of 
the collision came over the broadcast in the Operationa loom. The Operations loom Officer called 
t~ Cnptain. I ha~ all aeem.n and medical partie. piped to close up by the a.a boat. I took over 
th~ conn from Ensign Sorrie, switched on my navigation lights and maBt head light. full and altrred 
courae to ,tarboard to close the acene. My Captain arrived on the bridge within a fev seconds of 
belng informed. I explained briefly the attuation. and he took control of the ahip. By this time 
our Re8 boats were betng turned out. We aet course towards what I a.certained was the !orward 
~e=tion of EVANS. Our speed was reduced and we atopped fairly close, about 30 to 40 yards fr~ 
where I ascertained tbP forward section was. In fact. when we lot there, it had Bunk and all that 
were left were life jacketa, 11fe rafts and debril in the water. We shlned our •• arch light into 
the water. By this time our~oats had been lowered, and there were aeveral other ~ata from 
MEL!OU:t.'m and helicopters neerby. Frorn the ship we didagt .ee any 8urvivors or any bodies; however, 
our boa ta managfod to rescue two aurvi vorl frOID the water. 

~. And where were they taken to? 
A. They were taken straight to MELBOURNE. 

~. Is therp anything else you can add to the immediate post-colli.ion ItOry? 
A. My relief c.~ up at four o'clock for the next watch. Samett ... fter this, about • qu~rter 

p.~t four. I handed over the watch to him and proceeded to record the eventa aR they had taken plecr. 
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~. Of the peraons whn vere on the hridge of the BLACKPoot at the time, would therp be anyon@ thC'rp who hlJd '" bettf'r opportuni ty to observe what was happening than you7 ~. PosRibly the lookouts would have" better view. HOwever. they would not be In touch with .t~e ~!tu~tlon and would po.slbly not be looking 1n the right placeR . 

t..;:. Do you recognize this record which I place before you1 
.. 'L Yes. 

~. Could you verify that it 1A thp Primary Tactical Log which wa, being kept in PLACKPOOL M' t~e nlrht in question? 
'" Yf'!': I thh is the bridge •••• 

7hilt i~ the bridge's Primar;" :Actical Log? 
Yc.,. 

:0U .5("1 for the board (CDR r.lass): That being 80. counsel offers tht .. iT' evidence as r.'":~il:it ')4. 

Se-ntor Mt'mher: It nut)' be admitted. counsel. 

"Co k"ould you examined this record and tell me whether that 1s the Primary TacUcal 1;':::. kept in t1e Op~ Room of the SLAeF.PooL on the night in question? 
A. Yei'l, sir. 

C"unsel for the board' (CDR Glass): We would like to enter that then 8. Exhibit 55. It being unJerstood that when a photo of the relevant pagel is produced for the r~cord. the docum@nts may bE: rpt'Jrned. 

S~nior H~mber: Yes, this may ~E- adrnitterl • 

..c. At any stagp during the peoriod from the stgnal, "Fonn.~ion aNt, fI till the time of ~I)l~.f ... io·~, did you lee any Ught shown by EVANS? 
A. j;~o, sir. 

i(. 'If lights were burning 1n EVANS, would you have been within the arc of visibiHt::,'? A. I would have been able to lee ~1i'1 overtaking lights. 

i.i. \'ou tne:ltirlned, Sub-Uflutenllnt 'l'\..y.nan, the shadows, as you saw it, of the sh1:pi'l ahout tc c: .. 1l1de. Do YOll recall that? 
I,. Yf'!, sir. 

~. Ce~ you t~11 us, in perhaps ~ little more det6il, what was the visibility and appe~r~nce I)f t~e C':srrter frcnl your ship Bt the ti:ne of the collid"n? 
A. At the ti!'Tle of the collision I could see the white mast head !'teaminI~ lights. I di~r.rt c:;ppc!fir:a!ly look for the port side light. I was happy I was on the port bow. Without bin.,culars. you could make out the shape of the carrier. With binoculars, it wa' pO!llSible to determinE', within 20 degree~ ~ither way ~n what course the carrier WAS steaming at any given time. 
Q. And what ~10uld you estimate wi thin 20 degrees margin of error, was the course of the carrier at the time of collision? 
A. The carrier .•• I noticed that the carrier was coadng left, I could see frorr. the ch~n~tng inclinstion. However, I was not lure of exactly what inltant the collision occurred. 
Q. At the time of the collision, what was the appr.oximate range and bearing fr~ the BLAG:POOL to the point of collision? 
A. Th£ approximate rang~ was, by this time, about 5000 yards. I didn't take a CompAS~ bearing at this time. 

Q. Relative to BLACKPoot? 
A. The two .hips were on ~ bearing of 135. 

~. And you have mentioned at that time. th8t il the time of collision, you couTo see ~LBomL~'1 steaming lights, but you weren't aure about the port running light. Were there any other liHhts that you could see? 
A. There may have been small deck lighta, I cannot ~ec.ll for certain. 

Q. And at the time of the colliSion, could you a.e any lights on EVANS? A. No, sir. 

Senior Member: The Imall deck lights were on MELBOURNE or EVANS? I'm not aure which ..• 
A. On MELBOURNE. It wa. pouible that during .0I'Ie .tagel of the night, you could see on MELBOU~VE some of their deck lights. 

Admiral StevenBon: The flight deck? 

A. Flight deck lightR. It w.s possible at lome ti.el during the night. 
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Coun~el for the board (CDR Cl.s~): I'd like to retrace my ,teps ~nd yours if I may, Sub­LielltC'.nant. Coing back to the time when the algna1man reported to you, having received the ~1:_~n31. "EVANS on ., co111110n course with HELBClJIlRE," can you tell us what you did from the moment you received that report until the time you heard, poking your held into the bridge, the aig.nal from EVANS? 
A. When I heard the original report I was on the wing of th. bridge. t;, ~t".,-l out. I never vent more than three feet aWlY from the bridge door. 1 wn~ either on the ~ng of the bridge or jUlt inatde ~ wp.ll, half In and 

It i. only one atep, 
Agatn, the whole time 

half out. I cantt hon~stly .~y at any specific moment whether I had one leg inaide the door or out. I never ~oved . m~'lre than three feet • 

~. W~'re trying to .mplif~ if we are able, what you did from the time you receive~ that rt'p:"Irt C'm the wing of the bridge until the time you heard EVANS signal • . \. On receipt of the dgnal that EVASS wa. approaching on a colUsion couru, I was on the ""fn,~ ..,f the bridge. It'. hard to explain this,l1r. But to hear what the signalman says you hsvp to be half into the bridge or 1n thE bridge. 

~. '."e~. Does that meltn that yOlO have to move towards him to hear hi. report? A. Yes, sir. The .ignAl~n's position i8 immediately inside the oDor. 

Q. And did he report this to you by word of mouth or did he ,ho~ you .~thlng he had 
t.. By wore of mouth. 

Q. So you then moved toward~ hie to hear hil oral report and then vhat did you do? A. I looked Dt EVANS. 

Q. Yes, from what position? 
A. Fr~ just by the door • 

.:2. Y~s? 
A. I had turne~ th~ loud F.?eaker up. As I turned up the loud sreaker, it'. just insi~e the briege dOOf, as I turned the loud speaker up, or possibly I told thf' signal ... n to turn it tip. The loud speaker ...... turned up, and it vas then that I heard from EVANS, nRoger, my rt!ddpr {" right" • 

~. Are you sttll unable to give us some estimate .s to the t1me intervD1? A. It's very difficult in those few short minutes to pin point anything exaC'tly. It wa,; 1c'"1ger th.'ln t ,",ould hav", expected somebody to reply to a lignal of that n~ture. 

Q. You mentionf'd enrHer you law MELBClJR...~ and EVJ..NS on a relative bearin~ of l3~ dpg,.~e .. fro~ BLACKPoot, do you remenber that? 
~. On nur starbnard side, yes. 

~. Nnw at that stag~ what was MELBOURNE's aspect or target ang]e as closely 8S you can estimate; 
A •. I ~o7Ould lilA)' about 40 degree!; on her port bow. 30 or 40 degre.s on her port how. 

Q. I want to take you back before the Formation CIfE signal or rather from the time you cante O~ watch at Midnight up to about thrpe o'clock. You had the carrier under view t suppose during that period? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. 
period? 

What vas the condition of viaibility .s far •• the carrier Vaa concerned during th6t 
A. At Rny time throughout 

black outlin. of the carrier. 
was ste~rlng within ~O degrees 

the watch from BLACKPOOL, I could see without binocular., the With binoculars I could satisfy my mind what course thE' C'arrier either way. 

~. And her a.pect with binoculars. did you bave any difficulty in determining that? .n. Occa,donally, yes sir. There are .cae views oC a carrier which ... aome views of • carrier ~hich are not as easy as others. My ~tation was directly in front of the carrier on the base course, which I aay woul,d halve made it easier for 1DY .hip to have an idea of the carrier's movement. 

Q. Be ealier for whom? 
A. Probably easier than the other ships. I vas right 1n front of the carrier on the base course ~bout which the carrier va. zigzagging. I'd probably - I obviou.ly got more opportunity of seeing the carrier end-on and I'd .ay it va. probably ea,ier for me to keep a track of the carrier', mov..ent than pO.libly the other ships. 

Q. 
A. 

but it 

What was the state of the moon light during 
There v~s a fairly bright MOOn in the sky. 

VB~ ~ fairly bright moon that night. 

Q. Did you have a radar acope on your bridge? 
A. Ye., air. 

this period from midnight to 0300? 
I can't remember whether it was a full 

Q. Did you look at it at any time when EVANS and MELBOURNE wpre closing? A. No, dr. 
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~. You told us .arlier about the lights you .aw on the MELBOURNE. Did you aee at any time any III'lIoool"llight." on the flight deck of MELBOURNE? You underatand the special lights on the •••• A. Yes, I law these· lights at times during the night. At the actual time of the collision pnd ~hortly b@fore I can't honestly remember if I law them or not. 

,.. YOIl mentioned in your earlier ~vidence the lubject of life rafts. Are you able to tell lie, {., re~arrl's to them, how IUIny there "''ere, "'hat type and where they came from:' A. Th~re were 80 Many dark object~ in the water. There were certainly quite • number of , : :'.~ rt1 et..:;. I'm not able to tilly where thpse life rafts cam. from. They "'erp in the wl'llter t'\C' bnats ~r(l looking into them, I think most of them in fact were empty. Most of them "''ere t'-::pt;' ~!' the time we ilrrived on the scene. 

C,J. \;hen you arrtved how many ships werp presE"nt at thE" scene of the c:;ll1is1C"1n? 4:\, 3LACKPOOL was the fir,t ship to arrive on the scene. The CLEOPATRA '"as possibly II little hit further away when we arrived. The two America~ destroyers ~~re sti!l approaching th, ~(,f";"Iic·. 

So fAr fro~ what you lI"y the 11 fe rafts that were then in the lo:""tE"r must have CO!'!ie from EVA~S or Xl::LBcx,'"RNE. 
Eft;.r from ~VANS or ~$LBotTRNE or po.si~ly from the he1icoptf"TS. 

~. CouIe you tell what kind of life rafts they were. ~hether they were iroflated or not~ ~. There were aeveral fcl~y inflated life rafts. I did see a couple perhaps that I noticed that werp not inflated. 

~. Did BtACKPOOL rec:-ver any life rafts" 
A. Hilt d1.lr1r.z the' pt:rios I l,,-as nn the bridge. 

C(·'!.l1.I'>~n!l occurred. I was with th(> Captsin on the 
h,1)-_'r thert-' vel'''' none recnvE'red. After this I went 
(ore noon : have n~ ideR. 

I was' on tM bride~ for· ISn hour 6lft'r tl;c 
upper bridge. A~ far a~ I know. ~urir.c that 
below to record the ever.ts nnC' the rest of the 

~. VOL; spoke of rE'corcinz;, the e·'ents. In what form? 
A. ~riti~: ur thE" ship'~ log boak .end also making my en.''!] noteR whf.ch 1 t1)0u!;ht .... p.s connon :;c ~~i? I thOtl.:-ht it ,,!as the connon ~e!l!i£- thins to do. normal procedure is to j"t thil'lbS down 'W~ile the)' arE" still frE'sh I;: your rr.!'r.d • 

..1. .nnd h3 ... ·e )''''..1 refreshed y.mr IDmDQr)' from tho~e notes beforp gi ... ·lng te!lltimony here tnday? I "n"'~. 

~. 
s .... ctc .. 

D~!rint you:- watch. midnight to the timp of ('o11hin~, did 8ry othE'r ship enter the ilP~i3nr·d to BT.J\CKP~l:' 
A. No, ~lr. 

~. ~~!ch escort ship ~uld in your opinion hav. the ~est appreclet10n of the carrier's cours~ when she was he~ding 260? 
A. I would .~y the ship right ahead of the carrier ha~ the best observation. 
~. Th~t ~hip w~s? 
A. That wnu!~ he EVANS in this case. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOIIRD 

'~e~tio~E by the senior m.mber. 

oJ. Mr. Twyman, what merchant services ticket do you hold? Brttish Secon: ~tel. Foreig" Coing Certificate. 

Q. When d1d you 80t 1t7 
.I. In 1963. 

i..(. Mr. Twy,;an, at any time during your watch ::ltd you sl'!e any ships showing overta1<-_ln:j Hghh? A. Not that I recall, no sir. 

Q. At any time during your watch were the instructions for lighting escort ships such that thl"y ''''(!re rf':q:uired to show overtaking lilhts? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. ~ith regard to the doorway on the starboard wing, which you have spoken about, what was the arc of visibility from right ahead - from a6 far ahead a. it would go - as you could see to as far aft? What was the arc? 
A. From just outside the door you can in fact lee from right ahead to right a.tern, with the E'~ception of one .ignaltng_la~PI which ju.t covers a few degrees. 

Q. Did you see the actual linking of the forward lectiol'l of EVANS? Were your eyes upon it aR it disappeared beneath the water? 
A. No, sir. I was steering 5 degrees to the left of - there were aome white lights in the water - I tnitial1y steadied S degrees away from theae lightl. At sometime whtle we we~e approachina, the forward section lank. I didnlt lee it myself. I don't think you would have aeen it without peering through binoculars. We were busy getting the ,hip organi&ed and I didn't actually Ree it go down. 
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~.' And in what dirf'etton WIIIR Ihe turning? 
A. She WAS turning to starboard. 

~. ~,nd, in the light ~f that observation, what deciaion did you ~ke 8S to BLACKPOOt'~ cour~e~ 
A. 1 meintained my course of 220, sir • 

4. Did you get 8 report from the ~ignalman on the brldgp? 
H' Yes, sir • 

\';~('re vere you when yo\.. received it? 
I w~s at this time on the starboard bridge wing. 

And wh~t ~as it that h~ rppo~te~ to you? 
He reported, "From l-mLBOLiL\"E to :::VANS. My couru 1s 260. II 

'~. \~Ilen YOII received that report from hla, did you observe the MELBOL'RNE? 
A. At this pnint, : looked at MELBOVRh~ to confirm that she wa~ on this course, and I 

!'I"ttccd et this stag~ that her nl'lvigation lights were burning. 

~. ""hat navigation ligl':ts did YO'.I aee on tmLB0UR.NE1 
..... I .11"-' the two mast head steaming lights. Front this, I coule! see J wa. In fact 0--: the 

p~rt bnw of the carrier. 

~. In 8ddltt~n to the mast head st.aming lights, did you aee any other navigation 11Shts~ 
A. I may have leen the port navigational light. I W8S happy that I was on the port ~~ of 

the carrier. I distinctly r.member ,eeing the two wblte mast head lights, hut about the red 
light. I'm uncertain. 

Q. 
A. 

Vety good. 
Yes, HiI'. 

Now were you able ,to estimate what NELBOORNE's course wa., lit that tflllf'? 
! vas happy that KELBOORNE WII' Itetting 260 degrees, 

~. What wa~ th~ next re~ort thlt you had from your 11gnalman? 
A. He reported. "Frorrt MELBOUR.'1E to EVANS. You Ire approaching me on a colli don cr.urille." 

i.J. At the time you received thia report from the signalman, where wer" you? 
I".. I "1~S standing by th. door to the bridge on the .tarboard side. 

i,l. Dtd :"ou at that tine obaerve EVANS? 
.~. Yes, sfr. 

:~. And at that time he,,"' did ahe bear from MELBOURNE? 
h. T~1s. fr~"",, my position, would be difficult to judge. She was - her bearing was - t'o the 

lpft of the carrier, but I canr.ot .ay whether she was closer to me than ~LB~JP~~ or, in fact. 
further D'oISY than HELBCMt.\"E. His b~arlng was to the left· that is - ahead of MELBOlTRNE. 

Q. Did your obeervation permit you to confirm or deny the report that lhe vaA on a collieion 
course'! 

A. It was obviOUS thlt there was danger in the litultion. With my binocular., I Iwitched 
from one to the other and it looked •• if a close quarters situation wa. developing. 

Q. Can you give us an idea of the di.tance between the two shipI at this time? 
A. Nnt actually. no. 

~. Did you remain then on the starboard wing or did you Ihift your position? 
A. I rP.m&ined half in and half out of the bridge door. 10 I could lee what vas happening 

an.d also so I could hear the lign8Is. 

Q. Now, just investigating that a little further. Prom your position oat on the· extreme 
.tarboard wing, are you able to b.ar broldc •• ts on I PrimAry ractical Circuit? 

A. If you are completely outside on the bridge. you clnnot heir vut is going on because 
of the wind, 

Q. Where must you go? 
A. lt's sufficient to just stick your head into the door, out of the wind. And providing 

that the loud .peaker i. on, you can then hear the broad~a.t., 

Q. And i. tnat what you then did? 
A. Ye •• 

Q. Had you heard .ny of these prevlou. 111nals through the loud lpeaker youraelf? 
A. No. 

Q. Did you tlke up that position which you d •• cribPd ~I .ticking your head inside the door' 
A. Yes. 

Q. And in that polition did you hear I 11gnal over the loud .pelker? 
A. Yes. 

Q. What was the .peaker you heard? 
A. I heard an American voice I.Y. '~oger. my rudder is right.: 
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Q .. At some point during your watch did you have BLACKPOOt'. red truck lights or r~d 
ohstruction lights buring? 

A. Yes, .ir. During the helicopter operation. 

~. What directions did you get for turning these on or off? 
A. These· the red mast head obstruction lights were .witched on in accordance with the 

carrier's flying operation and the carrier'a MOVe.ents. When the carrier laid that ,he vas about 
to conduct the operation. the carrier would put on her ... t head light. and a. loon 8. I asw 
tho~e t lwitched on mine • 

Q. You are apeaking of her ... t head red light.? 
••. Ves, air. 

Q. Would she put on any other lights at that time? 
A. Some flood lighting I pre,un:e. yel, dr. 

Q. !-tr. Twyman, you testified as I recall that the dgnalman told you .t .ome point lifter the 
Formati~n ONE 11gnal, that EVANS wa~ approaching MELBOURNE on a colli.ion courle. Or that a 
mes~~gp to that effect had been received. 

A. Yr." lir. 

Q. Lid you happen to oblerve the signalman a. or immediately after he had reported that to 
you? 

A. No, lir. 

Q. What i. the practice of logging luch lignal. in the 81gnal log? 
A. Each .1gnal a. it was received would be wrttten into the log and reported to the Officer 

{,!, t'l" 'W'atc~. 

Q. So it was bei:\g written as it was actually berng he.,.d over the circuit? 
A. This 18 normal procedure, yes, lir. 

Senior Member: I have no further questions of this witnels In open session, counsel. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glaas): Sir, the board will reconvene in closed le.slon and 
~~hcr~ of the public are therefore asked to retire. 

Senior Member: We ~11 have a short rece.l. 

The board recessed at 1130 hours, 20 3une 1969. 
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The board reconvened ln closed aeaalon at ll37 houra, 20 June 1969. 

All perlons connected with the board, who were present when the board recelled were again present. 
The previous witness, Sub .. L1eutenant Brian Twyman, Ro;yal New Zealand Navy, wal reoall.ed a. a witness 
b,y counsel for the board~wal reminded of hi. oath and testified a. follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL rtI! TIlE BOARD 

Qu •• tlons by coun.el for the board (CDR Glas.): 

Q. Now that we are in closed session, I can uk you what were the bearing and. range limits 
of the sector assigned to BLACKFOOL? 

A. My sector was between the bearings 200 and 240 from the carrier, a distance between 3000 
and 5000 yard s. 

Q. Did you have IllY difficulty keeping within that sector during thi. particular watch? 
A. At the very heginning of the watch very briet'ly, - not ln staying within the aector - but 

I wasn't happy with tbe carriers movement. I checked, and as I suspected, I found that IV' zigzag 
clock was not synchronized with the carrier's. ODeee! had Iyncbronized this, I bad no trouble for 
the remainder of the watch. 

Q. Had you received IllY lignal to synchronize clocks hefore the zigzag hegan? 
A. Well, the zigzag had commenced on the previOUS watch. I understand that the clocks had 

heen aynchronized at that t1me. 

Q.. Can you account for the fact that they were out of synchronization when ;you came on watch 
if' they were synchronized before? 

A. No, sir. I observed the carrier's movements and she seemed to be altering course about 
a minute and a half' before she should be, in which cue" I checked lIlY' cloc)t and t'ound: this was the 
trouble. 

Q. On the subject of zigzag doctrine, where were decisions made, on the bridge or in the Opa 
Room? 

A. In the Ops Room in this case, sir. 

Q.. And are you able to tell WI what relevant publications the Ops Roa:n was holding at that tilDe? 
A. They held ATP l(A), voll.DDes 1 and volumes 2, and the changes that were in force for the 

exercise. They held ATP 3 and ATP 3(A) &8 well, and the zigzag plan. were also reproduced ln FOCAF 
OP ORDER. 

Q.. And in making their decision OD zigzag doctrine, are you able to say which of thoee 
publications the Ops Room resorted to? 

A. No, sir. 

Q.. When a time check was carried out, how Va! it done in your ship? 
A. I checked the bridge zigzag watch, which was an ordinary watch in a llttle WOOden box. I 

checked this initially with rrry operations room, and I found that 1IW' watch was one and a half minute 
different from the one in the operations room. The ORO said that his watch was correct and was 
also tied in with the carrier' a movements. 

Q. Did he tell you how he bad checked his watch? 
A. He didn t t tell me, I presume this W1L8 done over CIP. 

Q. Do you mean that you believe J that you, having noticed your watch incorrect or different 
from the operations room, he checked that tilDe with the carrier? 

A. I can't sll¥ when he did that time check. 

Q. So that you, having found trouble keeping station, JOu dld not in fact institute a time 
"check with the carrier? 

A. I did not, sir, and I do not know lf the Operations Roan Officer did ao at thi. time. 

Q. When you called yp the Op. Hoem andehecked your t1me against hi., was there then a 
discrepancy or did they agree? 

A. There was a discrepancy of one and a half lD.1D.utes between 1IW' bridge watch and the time 
form the operations ~. 

Q. Dld you decide vben the t1me came to change leg and what change to _, of dld the 
Operations Room supply the information to you? . 

A. Thlo is left lIP to the bridge on a normal routlne zigzag. The Officer of the Watch on the 
bridge 10 directly responsible for knowing which leg the carrier 10 steering, and ~ adjusts hi. 
courae so as to patrol the sector and to remain within the .ector. 

Q. To what extent were you patrow.ng the lector aJ..1ot.ed to you? 
A. We had a speed advantage of 2 knota, 18 knots tor the earr1er, we were dOing 20 knots. 

This vaa sufficient to alJ.ow me to patrol WI$ aector t'a1rq vigorously as it was only a narrow 
aector. I waa not all.awed by the rules to get wi thin 500 yards of the adjoining sectors because 
they were occupied. A speed advantage of 2 knots in the amall sector that I had was .utficient 
enough to enable me to patrol this sector. 
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Q. What deviation were you following from the course of tbe carrier? 
A. Mostl.o' courses wihin 20, 30 .... Usual..4' 40 degrees was the maximum ~ the cllrrier. 

Q. Was the zigzag atopped and res_d during :JOur watch? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When that happened, was a time cheCK given tram 'the carrier? 
A. Not tb my knowledge, sir • 

Q. Do you recall. when it happened? 
A. I Cdflnot recall the time that it happened. It happened possiblY about one o·clock or one 

thirty. The carrier ceased the zigzag, remained on the leg that she was cn, operating helicopters, 
and then resumed the previous zigzagging. 

Sen1.:'!]' Member: Was this done by siimal? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (C", Glaas): 

Q. Was i1 your understanding that a particu1ar destroyer had been designated tor rescue 
purposes that night? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And what did you understand that destroyer to be? 
A. The USS EVANS, sir. 

Q. And how do you belleve that it had been so designated? 
A. Th1i itlI'ormation was handed over to me 'by' the p:r:ev1ous Officer of' the Watch during the 

nor,ma! handing over of the watch. 

Q. Were you aware of any signals that related to that subject matter? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What signals? 
A. There was an OPGEN that had heen issued, I think the previous day, which had stated that 

BLACKPOC'IL would be the rescue destroyer for the night in question. When I came on watch at mid­
night, I was fully expecting to be rescue destroyer for this night, and it was also handed over 
by my predecesor that we were not rescue destroyer, that EVANS was rescue destroyer and this wae 
also recorded in my Captain's Night Orders. 

Q. Were you given to understand by what ... thod that change had been made from BLACKPOOL to 
EVANS? 

A. No, sir. 

Counsel for the board: We have no more questions. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Twyman, the signal which we have discussed issued by MELBOURllE to the effect that her 
course was 260 was shaciled, I believe as to the numerals, is that correct? 

A. I understand purely form lOOking at the notebook, that this was so. 

Q. 
on the 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Is the unshackling that is the decoding of the numerals in such case, done by the signalman 
bridge? 

Yes, sir. 

He .oes not depend on Operations Room information in this regard, is that correct? 
Yes, sir. 

Q. noes the Ops Room 1ndependentl.o' unshackle .it? 
A. The Ops Room independently unshackles each course - each signal - and then there is a 

check done between the bridge and the Ops room. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for this witness in cl.a.ssified session. 
We wou1.d like to confer with counsel before the witness is entirely released. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): SUb-Lieutenant Twyman this being the end of the closed 
session for classified information, you are given an opportunity if you wish to make a further 
statement of matters of a claasified nature which bear on the lubject of this investigation and 
which have not yet been brought out by questiODS. II there any classified material you wish to 
mention? 

Witness: No, sir. 

Senior Member: We will rece •• until 1330. 

The board recelsed at 1154 hours, 20 June 1969. 

278 

\ltCl~SS\Hd) 



• 

( 

The board reconvened at 1330 houra, 20 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board, who were prea*nt when the board recessed, were again 
present~ Sub~Lieutenant Twyman resumed his leat as a witness 1n open selaion of the board, was 
reminded that he was still under oath and was examined as follows: 

ElWIIl'IATION BY COllRSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions ~ counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q.. I want to ask you a few questions about the rescue operations of' BLA.CJCPOOL. Firstly, where 
did BLACICPOCL end up in relation to EVANS and MELBOURNE as ahe come in to help? 

A. Approximately 500 to 700 yards, I think it was, ahead of' the carrier. It wu very close 
to the position wbere the forward section bad been in the water. 

Q. Now you mentioned earlier that one of BLACKPOQL'. boats was able to rescue two survivors, 
are you able to tell us where they were taken from? 

A. I understand fram the coxwain of the sea boat, who 1s a 1eading seaman, when the boat 
returned J he fO\U'l.d two people in a life raf't J an inflated Ufe raft. He took the two people to 
the MELBOURNE, and I believe be took the life raft in tow. I understand that one of the passengers 
was an Australian Officer and the other person was seaman ~ aeaman fram EVANS. 

Q. Did he by any chance tell you from what part of the EVANS this EVANS man had come? 
A. No, sir. 

ElWIIl'IATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the aenior member: 

Q. Mr. Twyman, do you know how the Australian Officer got into the water, or into the life raft? 
A. I understand, Sir, that the Autralian Officer had dived into the water to he~p support the 

other sailor that was in-the water. . 

EXAMINA:rION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Did you learn the name of this officer and the man he belped? 
A. I don't know the officer's name. I understand he was the diving officer from the MELBOURNE. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gass): Sub-Lieutenant Twyman, you are informed that you have the 
right now to make a further statement in relation to any matter that you think should be placed 
on record and has not yet been fully brought out. Do you wish to say anything further? 

Witness: There is one point from 'f!IY testimony which has occurred to me that should be clarlf1e-d. 
When EVANS was told to take station astern"of the carrier, the carrier was in fact astern of me. 
EVANS was on my starboard bow. As I also have said, when the collision occurred, the carrier was 
at 135 degrees on my starboard side. The only explanation I can give for thiS, sir, is, as I laid, 
m:t Second Officer of the Watch had the ccmm and I had told him to stay on this opening course to 
260 to give EVANS plenty of sea room. I also told him that he could alter lOurse to 260 as Boon 
as EVANS waa clear. This, I think, he did whllst I was pey1ng attention to what waa happenlLg 
over on my starboard side. 

Q. So it's your belief that at aome Itase BLACKPOOL altered course to 260. 
A. To 260. I had authorized him to do this as aoon as EVANS was well clear. Whilst I was 

paying atten'~ion to what was happening on DW starboard aide, I was not consciously aware that the 
relative bearing of the carrier had changed. This i. the explanation that I would like to offer 
to the board. 

Senior Member: Do I underltand that you would not have expected him to bave reported that to you. 

Witness: Yes, air, I would have expected h1lD to report that. In the few moments that all that 
happened he might have very well reported this to me. I WUI paying more attention to the situation 
on DW Itarboard side. He may well have said, "I'm coming right to 260," and I may well have saij, 
liVery well." 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gl.ass): Thank you Sub ... Lieutenant Twyman, you are now excused, bl~t 
before leaving you are requested not to discuss your evidence with anyone other than th~ members 
of the board or cOWlsil., not to allow any witness to talk to you a'bout your evidence or about t~le 
evidence he wishes to give and if this happens will you bring it to the attention of C('lIDtlt"li 

Sub .. Lieutenant VOrObieff was recall.ed as a witness, reminded of his previous oath an':l tC'$\ i :·it".~ 
as follows:· 

EXAMINA:rION BY COUNSEL FQ\ TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counael tor the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q. Do you recall. that certain evidence was given yesterday by you about the d1Imner 8w1tC'h f0l" 

the various navigation lights? 
A. Yes, I dO, sir. 
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Q. Now in order to ba~ the record entire4' clear on this question, I ult lOu these following 
matters. If lOu turn the d1Dmer switch as far u it will i<> to the right wbat effect is produced? 

A. . It will '" from dim to full brightness and then again to dim. 

Q. When it is in the .. extr .... right ·podt1on it will be? 
A. Dim. 

Q. And it :rou turn it to the extreme posit1on going :Left what effect will be pllOduced? 
A. It will bec<ae dim again • 

Q. I. there any position anywhere between extreme right and extreme left where it bas the 
effect of owitching off the particular light? 

A. None to lIlY knowledge, air. 

Q. Did you in the course of SwitChing up to full brilliance that night, turn off any of the 
lights altogether? It II withdraw that. When you 'Were given the order to turn up navigational 
light. to full brilliance, I think lOu told us yesterday tbat you didn't get it quite right the 
first time? 

A. That i. correct, sir. 

Q. While lOu were having difficulty, did you at any stage turn any lights off? 
A. No, air. 

Q. In order to switch off any light when the master &witch i. turned on what would be necessary 
to do? 

A. You would have to go to the navigational. light switch panel which _s opposite the Captain's 
cabin and switch off the individual. light itself. 

Q. Is there a stage whim the lights are being turnOd to .dim by the d1moer contz:ol where the 
amount of light 1s quite inconsiderable? 

A. What do you mean by •••• 

Q. Where you get very lll.ttle light at oJ.l? (pause) When the lights are at their d~t, bow 
much light i. shown? 

A. It should be hare4' seen. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Q~est1ona by the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Vorobie:ff', in response to the question, ".:16 there a position on the diDmer switch at 
"!".ich the lights are turned off," you aaid, "None, to DW" knowledge." Should we take from that, 
tr~t it 115 possible that there 1s such a position but you don't know of it? 

A. No, sir. 

~. ,In that cue would you care to re-state your answer? 
A. By turning the control in either direction you get varying degrees of' brightness, but I've 

::eve!" seen the light on this pane~ go of'f' caapletely, air. 

Q. Is it possible that the d1Dmer switch control can be pleced in ouch a position 80 that the 
lights are off? 

A. Ho, aAr. 

Q. If you start with the knob on the dimmer control at the maxiIIlum br1ll1ance position and 
t-.l!"!l it clOCkwise 10 that &II you have described, the lights grow d1DDer. How IDII.ny' degrees lIIWIt 
;ro',;. turn the d1zmDer control through? 

A. Approximately 90 degrees to l.8o degrees, scm!:where in that vic1n1ty, air. 

Q. How far did you turn it past the lIIIOX1mum brill1ance position? 
A. Just slightly, lIir, when I noticed it wall go1ng just a shade under brUJ.jan~e. 

Senior Member: .0 more questions at this time. 

Counsel f'or the baud (CDR Glass): You are excused, and it is necessary to warn you again 
(Jet to discuss your evidence with any other witness or to al.l.ow any other witness to discuss his 
testimony with you. 

The board recessed at 1407 hours, 20 June 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 1412 hours, 20 June 1969. 

All perlons connected with the board who vere present when the board recelsed were again present. 
Counsel for the board: The board· calls LT Clark, RO)'al AWltralian Navy. 

LT .Tohn Leishman Clark, Royal Australian Navy, was called as • witness for counsel fOr the board, vaa duly aworn, and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCIl TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counlel for the board: 

Q. UT Clark, you have been called as a witness for this board of 1nv~attgatlon, which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and U.S.B. FRANK E. EVANS, be~ause it 1s understoOd that you have evidence which may assist the board in it'. in­vestigation. You are advised that the evidence Is being received in open session of the board and that disclosure of classified information 1s not authorized during open les.lon. Should the answer to any question you are asked require you to disclose classified inf"ormation, you are requested not to Anlwer the question but to advise the board that the answer would require you to disolose clas.ified information. In .uch case. you will later be given the opportunity to testifY as to the classified information in closed session. However, if you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclo.ing .pecific cla.sified detail., you .hould do 80, advising the board of your desire to ampllf'y in later closed session. Under Australian law 1 t 1s necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question the &nswer to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objection and tor the board to decide whether you must answer the question or not. Do you under.tand what I have a.ld? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would yt'u state your name and rank please? 
A. LT John Leishman Clark. 

Q. Would you .pell your middle name please? 
A. L-E-I-S-H-M-A-N. 

Q. Thank you. And to what ship are you assigned at the present time? A. I am a member of 816 Squadron on board IlMAS MELBOURNE. 

Q. Were you 80 .. signed on the early morning of the 3rd of June 19691 A. Yes, air. 

.. 

Q. On the early morning of that day, do you reca1l that a colll.sion between the MELBOURNE and the EVANS occurred? At the time of that collision, what poSition were you in? A. I was in my aircraft sir, prior to starting engines. The aircraft was parked on "2-Spot" on the port side of the flight deck. 

Q. What type of aircraft were you in? 
A. Tracker - 82E. 

Q. And what was your location in that aircraft? 
A. In the pilot'l aeat. 

Q. I. that on the lefthand or righthand side of the cockpit? 
A. Lefthand .ide. 

Q.. And would you state where the aircraft was parked in terms of actual polition on the flight deck rather ~han by numerical de.ignation? A. The aircraft ,.... parked at the forward end of the angle of the night deck. 

Q. And how far would that be from the bow of MELBOURNE, approximately? 
A. 160 feet. 

Q. Do you recall the approximate time that you first ob.erved FRANK EVANS, it: you did ob.erve it? A. The time, lir, when I manned the aircraft was 0311. I manned the aircraft. As I sat in the cockpit, strapping myself in, I heatd two .hort bla.t. from MELBOURNE. At that time I law EVANS. 
Q. What,.... her position at the time you saw her in relation to MELBOURNE? A. She appeared, to me, to be 20 to 30 degrees on MELBOURNE' I starboard bow. Rawever, I was locking acro .. the flight deck at this .tage and thi. angle may have been distorted. 
Q. SO I understand that yeu were on the angle part of the deck. It that correct? A. That'l correct, sir, which is on the extreme: port side in about the center of the deck. 
Q. Co<.ld you tell •••• Were you able to judge MELBOURNE'. relative bearing from mAN!( EVANS from your position. 
A. No, sir. 

~. Were you able to judge the range to the EVANS f"ran your polition? A. No, air. The upper outline was jWlt indistinct. But at the time, I made no estt.mate of her ran~, and I would not like to try to do 80 nOW. 
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Q.. When you first looked, could you tell whether M!lJ,B()UR:!II was 00 a steady course or turning in ~ither direction? 
A. At the time I looked, sir, 1lIImediately atter the two short blasts, MELBOURNE va. mortng slowly to port. The bow 1IU .winging to port. 

Q. And, f'ran that t:lme forward, would you tell the board what you observed between that time and the collision? 
A. At that time, air, it appeared. to me that all .. well, becaWle I oould lIee no lights rran EVANS. And, in fact, I thought she ... on a oimilar course to the MELBOURNE • 
Q. By similar, do you mean •••• Did you oay similar or reciprocal? A. Similar from. where I was. However, as I have Baid, the outline was indlatlnct, and I assumed this and turned =y attention back to the cockpit for probablY leas than 30 seconds or 80. When the next occasioD I looked out, I saw that MELBOURNE was still swinging to port and at this time EVANS vas moving f"rom right to left acrO •• MELBOURNE. I saw a red light on EVANS at this time. It was about this time that I real.lzed in m;y own mind that there was a possibility that they were going to collide. 

Q. May I interrupt at that point. Did you see any lights other than the red light? A. No, air. 

Q. Where was that red light placed? 
A. It appeared to me, sir, that it was the port bow light of the EVANS. 

Q. Can you recall on what part of the .tructure of EVANS it wu mounted? A. It appeared that it was on the forward end of the bridge superotructure. 

Q. Wu it a bright red light? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Would you then continue f"rom that point? 
A. At this point, I ordered DtY" .crew to abandon aircraft .. as.. at the SUle time.. I heard handa on board MELBOURNE piped to co111sion stations. I then prevented ~ hands from leaving the air­craft because I could see that the collision was 1mD1nent. It appeared to me that EVANS was gOing extremely fast and was in a starboard turn. This was obvious to me because at this stage I could clearly lee the stern which appeared to be skidding to port. I then just lat and watched the two ships meet. And f'rom where I was sitting I could see .own the port side of' the MELBOURNE and I could Bee the EVANS' bow roll right OVer to approximately 80 or 9) degrees .. and fina.lly move orr -drift oU to the port side. At this stage, I left ~ aircraft. 

Q. Did you sight the bow section atter that time? 
A. Y~s, sir. I bmediately ran forward and the bow section was just starting to move along the port aide. There were no people visible. Just about that time, I heard an explosion right under the bow or the ship which I assumed to be one of' the boilers. 

Q. Was the explosion prior to or after the bow leparated from the Item? A. I believe, sir, that it was afterwa.rds, but I cannot be lure of this for a fact. 
Q. And this wu after it had rolled over to approximately So or 90 degrees? A. Yes, sir. It appeared to roll over while I was still sitting in the 'oockpit at the moment of' impact. 

Q. But you did not hear the explosion untU after you had run some distanoe up the deck. Ia that correct? 
A. After I had moved out of the aircraft, and probably had gone about 10 yards up the deck. 
Q. And what ~id you observe as to the bow section after that point? . A. Not very !IIuch, sir. It dritted off on the starboard bow - drifting aft very &lowly. I looked for survivors at the time. I could not see ~bb.iy. I then turned lIlY attention to rigging of fire hoses, as I reared that we may have split our AVGAS tank and, at this Itage, the bow vas getting almost out of the lighting on board MELBOURNE's deck. I then turned DIY' attention to the atern section. . 

Q. Going back to the point of impact, could you describe the sen.ation you felt at that time, in terms of severity of impact, 80 to apeak? 
A. Very gentle, air. Much gentler than I expected because I had ordered DtY crew to brace themselves as they were leaving the aircraft. But, in fact, it was very gentle, and. it would have had no effect on them leaving the aircraft at all. It was rather lightly - Very gentle Boaring motion. 

Q. Very gentle What? 
A. Soaring motion. 

Q. Were you thrown again.t your .eat belt or anything? 
A. No, dr. Nothing of that sort. 

Q. Did you hear any whistle signals rran EVANS? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Were your aircraft 1notrument. lighted at the time of the co111sion? A. 80, B11:. 

Q. Would there have been any way for you to observe the haading of MELBOUIUIE at the time of the coll101on f"rom where you were? 
A. 110, 11r. Except that the bow .... ow:I.ng1ng. 282 
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Q.. D1d 1t cont1nue to lwing atter 1npact? 
A. I be11eve 1t d1d for a 11ttle b1t, 81r, but 1t leemed to .teady up very quickly. 
Q. Where was the bow of EVANS the last time you law 1t? 
A. Probably about 200 reet out fran MELBOURNE'. bow, or form MELBOURNE' I angle of the flight deck. 

Q. Did 1t continue to drift aft at that point! 
A. It tended more to drift at an angle of about 45 degrees aft and out from tbe ship • 
Q. Away and astern? 
A. Yea, sir. Away and astern. 

Q. How long did you have the bow section of EVANS under observation? Can you make an estimate? A. It's fairly difficult to ma..ke an estimate, air. I saw her while I was In the aircraft and I unstrapped and left the aircraft. And I BaW it on two subsequent occaaions after that. I would say 1~ was probably in the region of 2 to 3 mdnutea. But this Is very d1fficult to relate as to defin.te time. 

Q. During the time that you had it under observation, what were the cbanges in it's attitude and position? 
A. None, as far as I could tell, sir. After the iD1tial collilion it rolled over to So or 90 degrees. It then appeared to return to about 70 degrees and remained there. And that was the position that it was in when I last saw it. 

Q. Do I understand that you did not see it link? A. No, sir, I did not. 

Q. In additIon to being roll.ed over, was either the forward section or the after sectloD ~re down than the other, or more tilted up? 
A. Yes, air. The atter section waa standing proud in Jibe water in .canparison .. to the bow section. At no time, did I see the anchors tor instance. 

Q. Were they sulmlerged? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But the stern portion or the part that you could lee, what lIB.s--could you describe how it was out of the water? 
A. Probably, the deck side of the section was Itanding clear of the water 8 to 10 feet. 
Q. You indicated that your first action arter COllision was to make preparation to t'ight tbe fire. Did you take any other action follOWing that time, with respect to rescue operations? A. Yes, sir. We rigged appoox:!motely 5 or 6 hoae. on the forward end of the flight deck. And when it appeared that there was no fire, I then turned ~ attention to the stern section Which, at this time, was drifting abart the bridge superstructure. At this time, there was considerable activity on the flight deck as we had to move two Trackers on deck further art to allow us to spread. Wessex rotor blades and get them airborne for the search. At this time, I took charge of moving the two Trackers aft of the flight deck to enable the flight deck crew to range the Wessex. And vben this was done, I then left the flight deck area and proceeded down aft on MELBOURNE's starboard aide, to assist in any way that I could with rescue operations of the stern section. The stern section had drifted all the way along the starboard side of MELBOURNE and was finally lecured at the quarterdeck. When I arrived there J wire$ were just being passed to secure the stern aection. And we had placed a Iteel ladder over MELBOURNE's side on to the deck of EVANS which allowed the uninjured to climb up the ladder and come directly inboard. Farther aft of that ladder were placed steel jumping net., but these, I think, were not used bt,cause most of the lailors made their way up the lteel ladder. Those injured were placed in stretchers and hoisted up to MELBOURNE's quarterdeck using block _ tackle. There was little that I could do at this particular area because there were plenty of' officers there and sulors. I then turned to the port side of MELBOURNE' I quarterdeck Where there were 4 rafts­I believe there were-with SaDe injured personnel in them and some uninjured personnel. At this time, an officer forward was lowering MELBOURNE's port after accommodation ladder. However, this vas not done at this stage. I then arranged for a tackle and stretchers and we heisted, I think it was, 5 people from liferatt.. All the liferattl, at this time, had a MELBOURNE sailor in them, who was assisting people in stretchers Where it -.s required. 

Q. Do you know where the liferaft. c .... franT What Ship? A. They were dropped fran the upper deck of MELBOURNE, o1r. Almost-just atter collidon, .ir, by the flight deck crew. 

Q. Were you able to identify any liferatts from other lhips? A. No, air. I didn't take 8u:N'iclent notice. I &Bsumed that they were all MELBOURNE' a rafts, u was the one that I did see. 

Q. Let me go beck to the pre-collilion matter for a lubject that I overlooked. At the time you manned your aircraft, at about 3: II I believe - - -
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Woul.d you describe the conditions of lighting on the flight deck? 
A. To the best of ~ reco~ection, sir, the only lighting on the f~ight deck was the center 

group of the moonllghting system. I'm not sure concerning the arter group. But it is my 
recollection that the forward group was off. The reason I say this 1s because the aailor who 
landed on MELBOURNE's bow, f'ran I believe the flag deck of the EVANS-I could 8carce~ see hlm 
even though he was dressed in a vh1 te singlet. In fact. I dido' t lee h1m until I got well up 
the dec k. And fram previous experience, anybody stllll<ling on the end of the deck when the forward 
moonlighting is on is very c~early visib~e fram down aft. 

Q. And if the center group and after group of moonlighting was on, how much light would there 
be on those portions of the flight deck? 

A. It is not terribly bright, sir. I think probably the most noticeab~e feature woul.d be the 
reflection of. light from the two Trackers that were ranged on deck. From an aviators' point of 
view, you have lost same night adaption &8 SOOD as the lights came on, but then again, they are 
not sufficiently strong that you can't look directly at them. But, at 1east, this has been the 
case in my experience. 

Q. Have you observed these lights from outside MELBO\lRIIE? 
A. Yes, sir, but from the air, not from low ave~. 

Q. Are the lights .hieMed so that their beOlll8 are directed downward? 
A. They are. sir, to the best of ~ knowadge. I have not personally atudied their con­

atruction. But it appears to ... from ~ working on the deck that there is little light sp~ed 
over the side. In other words you can't see the llght being reflected in the water. 

Q. Do you recall. when those lights were turned on? The center group that you reca.lled were 
on and possibly the after group. 

A. I believe they were on when I went up on deck in the original cue, air, which would have 
been about ~O minutes before 3. 

Q. What woul.d ~ the normal practice as to turning on ..aonllght1ng' for night :night operations? 
A. I'm probably not the best person to ask this question, lir. However, from rrry experience 

the llghts under norma1 circumstances are turned on when the pilots are in the aircra:rt and 
commencing their check, sir. However, there have been occasions where I have been on deck and the 
requirements of the maintenance personnel to complete an aircraft check prior to flight, or same 
maintenance prior to flight, have required flight deck lights to be on with permission of the 
Flight Controlman. 

Q. Do you reca.l.l whether you saw 8I1Y navigation lights on MELBOURNE or not? 
A. When I ~eft the aircraft immediately after the collision, I ~ooked up and saw the port 

navigation light of MELBOURNE was On and burning brightly. 

Q. The red side light? 
A. Yes, air. The red side light. 

Q. In your earlier testimony, you mentioned the man f'rom EVANS on the tlight deck of 
MELBOURNE. Could. you give a more detaUed account of that encounter? 

A. I was very surprised to see b1m there, sir. When I went forward on the deck, I could 
lee a white shape which I was not sure of what it was and then at about the same time two other 
sailors and myself heard him cry out. I then recognized a white singlet shape sitting on his 
haunches on the flight deck. He was in considerable pain and I believe afterwards that· he had a 
broken leg above the knt:e. However, when I arrived there he was, I would say, almost in a state 
of collapse. And fortunately, the sick berth attendant who is present at ~ flying stations, 
va. cOllling up the deck at the time and I aft him in his care. 

Q.. Do you reC'all. the man's name or did you ever learn the manls nate? 
A. No, sir, I did not. 

(I. Sing~et is a term that is unfamiliar to.... Woul.d you describe what you mean by that? 
A. White aweatshirt, sir. 

(I. We c~ that a white T-shirt? 
A. T-shirt, yes, sir. 

Q. Thank. you. And did he have trousers on-white trousers or dunga.ree trousers? 
A. I believe he had dungarees on, sir. However, I think if I remember correctly they were 

torn. 

Counsel for the Board: Counsel have no further questions at thil vitnels. 

EXAMIJllaION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the lenior member: 

Q.. Mr. Clark, when you were seated in your aircratt on the tlight deck prior to COllision, 
was the aircraft in a normally used spot? 

A. Yes, lir. 
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Q. Would it be possible tben to preci.ely de.cribe that .pot .0 that"" could locate it on 

a plan view of the .hip? 
A. In actual distances and measurements, sir? 

Counsel for the Board: Mr. Clark, we have, in Exhibit 43, a picture of HMAS MELBOURNE. 
Perhaps you can mark with an "X" the point where you were .. when you were in your aircraft. 

The witne •• did as directed • 

Counsel for the Board! And you were on the catapult? 
LT Clark: No, sir. The catapult 1s here. 

Counael for the Board: I see. 

Questions by the Benior member (Cont'd): 

Q. What was the orientation of the aircraft in respect to the ship'. center line? 
A. At about 30 to 40 degree. pointing to starboard. In other words, aero.s the flight 

deck f'rcm tbe port side. 

CO'.UlSel for the Board: Let the record reflect that LT Clark has marked an ."X" on the first 
aircraft on the angled deck of the picture in Exhibit 43. 

Questions u,y the senior member (Cont'd): 

Q. Sitting in the .eat of your aircr&:!'t, positioned as you have indicated and lDOld.ng 
directly ahead, what would you see of MELBOURNE '. superstructure? 

A. Looking directly ahead out of the aircr&:!'t, air? 

Q. Yea. 
A. Looking straight ahead f'rcm the position that "W" aircr&:!'t was parked in, I waa loold.ng 

alightly to the left of the starboard bow comer. 

Q. You said that having manned the aircr&:!'t at 0311, you sat in the left f'ront aeat. How 
did you happen to determine that time? 

A. At the time on the :flight deck broadcast, there was a call to man planes or to man 
aircraft. I looked at "W" watch to determine how long I had before launch. This i. nonnaJ. 
practice, sir. I know just how long I have. 

Q. And at the time the call. went out, where were you? 
A. Standing right next to the aircr&:!'t sir - pre-flight having been ccmpleted. 

Q. How long did it take to get into your .eat? 
A. No more than 20 or 30 seconds. 

Q. When you first saw the EVANS, how much of the ship did you Bee? Could you Bee al.l ot 
ber, a.ll the way down to the waterll.nef Or it not, what portion was vis1b~e to you? 

A. It appeared that the upper portion of the superstructure, the mast and what appeared at 
the time to be a fine angle of the ship, whether::from astern or ahead I didIl;'t know. That's all. 
I could see. 

Q. If you had a photograph of the ship in f'ront of you, do you think you could identif'y the 
portion. vi.ible and distinguish them to acme extent f'rcm the portion. wbich were ma.ked f'rcm 
~vie~ . 

A. ): think it unlikely, air. It wa., &:!'ter all, only an outline. I was not directly 
concerne~ •. And I thought at the time, as I add, that ahe wa.a going OIl a s1m1lar course to us. 

Q. But you did at one point aee a red light? 
A. Yea, air. This wa.s sometime af"terward. 

Q. 80 that portion of the .uper.tructure that you saw • • • • 
A. At that time, I could perhaps recall it, air. 

Q. At t;he time you law the red light, you might be able to recall? Is that correct? 

Senior Member: I ask counsel to ahow the witness a photograph. 

Counsel for the Board: Coun.el i •• howing tbe witne .. Exhibit 41. 

Question. u,y the senior _r (Cont' d) : 

Q. Mr. Clark, &:!'ter examining that, would you bring the photograph over and .how the Board 
what you think you were looking at? 

A. At the time, .ir, I saw the red light. I wa_ loold.ng at the super.tructure f'rcm 
approximately here (indicating) all the way down to the stern, wbich .e ..... d to be quite clear 
to ... , because I did notice at the time that it wa. sk1dding to port. 

Counsel tor the Board: Coul.d the record refiect that when he used the word "here" that the 
witne.s pointed to a point just forward of the bridge .tructure. 
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Questions by a member (RADM St.venson): 

Q. How h1gh ••• What is the height of )'Our eye above the deck wh.n you are 01 tting in the 
cockpit? 

A. lIin. fe.t, sir. 

Q. lIin. feet. 

• Questions by the .enicr mem.ber: 

Q. Mr. Clark, )'Ou have indicat.d that you were not able to see that portion of the Ship 
forward of the bridge structur. - roughl,y? 

A. I'd p;z:e:f*r to ."" that rIm not sure whether I a.w it or not, sir, But 1n subsequent 
recollection I don't remember s.eing any of the turrets. M;y in1tial impre ••••• Wille IIW final. 
impression w&s of the superstructure and the red llght, the af'ter stack and. the stern. 

Q. What I'm trying to •• tabUsh i. wh.ther they were JlllUlked from )'Our view by MELBOORIIE' s 
structure along your lin. of sight? 

A. 110, sir, d.f1n1tely not in this case. 

Questions by a member (RADM St.v.nson): 

Q. W.r.)'Ou looking straight ah.ad when )'Ou saw that, in the aircraft? 
A. Slightly out to the starboard. 

Quostions by the senior IIIell1ber: 

Q. Could)'Ou indicate on the photograph the height of the light. on the upper d.ck of the 
shipf 

A. It appeared to me, .ir, that the light would be just about where it i. now. It was below 
the level of the bridge, sir. So it appeared to me, .ir. It appeared to 1;0 aft of·th. forward 
.nd of the bridge. To IIW .xperienc., sir, it looked .xactly like a port steom1ng light. 

Coun •• l for the Board: May I d •• cribe for the record where he point.d, sir? He point.d 
to a point on the port sid. of the bridge structure. Ju.t aft of and on a level with the emblem 
painted on the side of the bridge visible on Exhibit 41. 

A. It appear. to be the bridge and above the front of the bridge and I would say right where 
that is. 

Counsel for the Board: Yea. The description 1s accurate. 

Questions by a member (RADM St.venson): 

Q. Did you ch.ck )'Our watch before this particular fUght? 
A. Ye., sir. We had a time ch.ck at the briefing which i. one hour before lalDlChing. 

Question. by the s.nior _ber: 

Q. In ord.r to permit us to lDlderstand bett.r the f'l.1ght deck lighting, .wouJ.d )'OU say that 
the IIIOOnlighting turned on at the tim. you d.scribed provid.d .nough light for )'Ou, the pilot in 
the cockpit at this number 2 spot, to read by? 

A. Yea, sir. The co-pilot on the right-hand aide of the a.i:rcraft., by turning tJbe""'Cbeck 
list directly toward the light, 10 able to read the check Ust without the assistance <>r a torch. 

Questions by a IIIell1ber (RADM Steven.on): 

Q. Yoo did .ay, didn't )'Ou, that )'Ou couldn't reIIIell1ber thing. right down to tbe _terline 
except at the Item? 

A. Yea, air, I don't remember it, to be honest. 

Que.tions by the •• nior _r: 

Q. Can)'Ou recall where the JDOOn wa. at 4Ihat time? 
A. M;y best recollection, sir, W1LS that it was on the .tarboard quarter of tbe .hip. But 

11m not certain of that. 

Q. You .aid that the JDOOnl.1ghting did not.h1ne 011 tootblJ.·wat.r or does not spill over off 
the Wght deck to any appreciable degree or something along tho .. lin... Coull!)'OU refre.h 
IIW IIIOIIlOry on what was .aid? 

A. That i. true, .ir, limit.d to IIW .xperienc. as being on deck at night time. I have not 
noticed them reflecting from the wat.r. 

Q. Is the S2E aircraft in which )'Ou were .itting .... ntially identical to the S2E aircraft 
in us. by the USN, generally, e.pecially with r.spect to the height of the pilot' •• ye when he 
i. sitting in the left hand .eat on d.ck? 

A. AlJDo.t exactly I would say, sir, having flown in both types. 
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Q. Did you bave any lenlation of your aircraft moving al the re.ult of impact of collio1onT 
A. lJo, air. The brakes were on, chock!: were in and t1edowne were still on, and there wu: 

on .ensation or IIIOveIIIent .t all. In fact to me it did not .ppear - the collilion did not .ppear 
I!IO heavy as to even cause the aircra.ft to awe. 

Senior Member: The Board baa no further que.ti0n0. 

Counsel for the Board: Counsel has no quest1·on. of this witness in a classified .ess1on. 
LT Clark, you are info"",,d that you are privileged at th11 time to make any fUrther .t.t .... nt 
covering anyth1ng related to the .ubject matter of the inve.tigation tbat you think .hould be 
& matter of record in connection therewith which b&a not been f"ul.ly brought out by previous 
questions. Do you ha-.,re any additional statement? 

LT Clark: No, dr. 

The witness was warned, excused and withdrew tram the Board Roan. 

Senior Member: We will have .. brief recells. 

The Board receOled at l455 hourI, 20 June 1969. 

., • 
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The board opened at 1507 hour., 20 June 1969. 

All peraona cOftnected.w1th the bOlrd. who veri pre.ent when the bOlrd rece ••• d t were Igaln 
present. 

Lieutenant Commender Cotln John Patterson, loyal Au.trallan Navy, VIS called I •• v1tness 
for th~ board, wa. ,worn and examined .~ follow.: 

Counsel for the board (CDR GII.s): Lieutenant Commander Pltterlon. ,ou have been called .~ • 
\dtness for this board of investigation, which 1. Inqulrina into the circumstancea lurrounding 
the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and CSS F~\NK E. EVANS, because it ts understood that you have 
ev1d('n~r which may Issist the board in its investigation. You are advised that the evidence is 
hdnl rec('{ved in open lesalon of the board, and that disclosure of classified infot'TUtlon Is not 
authnrlzrd during open aession. Should the anawer to any queation which you are .Ik~d requ!re 
you to disclose classified informAtion. you are requested not to answer the question, but to 
R.ivbe the board thllt the answer would rf'quire you to dilclos. classified information. In .uch 
casf', YOll will later be given an opportunity to testify •• to classified information in close:d 
session. If. however, you can IInswer the que.tton either 1n part or in generat terms without 
uisel~5ing apecific cla.sified detail you Ihould do 10, and advile the board of your delire to 
mmplify in later eicled lel.ion. 18 thllt clear? 

LCDR Patterson: Yel •• ir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Cllas): Under Au.tralian law it i8 neces.ary to warn you that you 
may refu.e to an.wer any question, the answer to which •• y tend to expol. you to • penalty or 
f~rfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objection. and for the board to decide whether you 
ftnlat answer the question or not. 'inally, might I .Ik you to lpeak a. loudly, clearly and 
di.stinfc·tly al pO •• ible, bearing in mind that theae microphones do not help the hoard to hPar 
Y'_'u tiS they go directly to the tape and this gentleman. here. has the task of repeating every 
"NOrd you utter. 

LCDR Patter.on: Yes, 11r. I'll do my belt. 

EXAMI!lATION BY CCl.TNSEl FCIl THE BQ.UD 

~e5t!nnl by counsel for the board (CDR CI.aa): 

Q. Would you pleale .tate your full name and rank? 
~. Colin John Patterson, lieutrnant Commander, Bir. 

Q. Were you attached on the night of the 2nd" and 3rd of June to IMAS MELBOURNE? 
A. I was.Tl1ghtDeck Officor, sir. 

Q. And as Flight Deck Officer, what duties were you called upon to perform? 
A. The ~ormal flight deck organization. wherei~ you range the aircraft that are required to 

be flo~~ o~f and organize the .aintenanc. and the striking down of uti alrc~aft - un8erviceahte 
aircraft that is. And w.. allo combine the duties of Catapult Officer with thOle of Flight Deck 
Officer. 10 that you do the launch a. well. Thi. il not U.S.N. practice. 

~. Is there provilion for the illumination of the flight deck by what has heen cslled 
"moonlight"? 

A. Th~t 1" affim,ative, sir. 

~. 
d~ck? . \ . 

' .. 
A. 

Q. 
• 1. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
deck? 

10. 
of the 

",. . 
d. 

~. 
A. 

~. 
A. 

be very 

Itn .. - :nany poat tions are there from which lights. of that kind may be shed on the ni~~,t 

There t. only one position, that i. on thP ma8th.ad. Then it'a dlvided into three groups • 

Thrt!f! groups? 
YIPS, air. 

And thoae three groups illuminate what .ectiona of the flight deck: 
Forward, midships and aft, lir • 

I~ it po.sible to have anyone or all of the three switched o~ together? 
Yes, sir. 

What degree of illumination do they provide whpn the light is .witched on, on the flight 

There .re Ipotllghts, or • group of spotlights, for each pArt of the ship. I~ the center 
spots you can read _ npwlpaper normally. 

And as you move 1'W8y !rom the center towards the •••• 
It dims very rapidly. They arE' quite directional. 

It does what? 
Dims. 

lbw much of the lithta apill over the edge of the Ihip, in your observation? 
r have never been over the edge of the ship to aee it, lir. t dontt imagine theTe would 
much. It i. quite dark over in the catwalks. 
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~. What obAervltion have you had from the deck of the ,hip of the lurroundlng water when 
~~"'C'I:\Hghtfn& was on1 

A. :'ve done that, lir, In that I have learched for artlcle~ In c.tw.lk~ an~ thtn~s 1tke that 
~r)17. the dl"ck edge and the moonl!cht!:lS doesn't illuminate them to Ilny great de3rte • 

..t. HaVE' you ever observed tht- amount col light .hed by these arrangements frC'::' olltb('lar~! 11[ 
Uk' ,hi r: 

.\. N('It that I can recall. sir. 

I ". !\'ho is the person. who, tlndE't' the normal sy.tem of \o!ork. luis tht, rC'sl'onstbllity of 
~·,·tt,·',jr.i> on the moonl1ghtinc? 

,,',. The Flying Control Officer t'luthorizes it to be put on .. orders it to be put or.. CenerRlly,. 
ie is tit my requpst, but we have gradually worked around to a !lchE'':T\e whereby we've got set times, 
(,~~i'~ ia!Jl(' to hunch or recovery. when the moonlighting will be on. 

\.,;. D,")es that mefl~ thllt on occ.sion~ the Flyina ContrC'tl Officer will .,,·ttch it on. on hh 
o~,.: f.:1!.tiative? 

.... A ffirmat1.ve, air. Yes, he does. 

Q. tetrs go over that Again. 
~ant it. but aDmetime5 he switches 

A. Yes, dr. I a.k hi':TI can I 

You 88y you sometimes tell the Flying Control Officer y~\l 
it on on hi' own initiative? 
have them. 

Q. Whether it il called for by you or by him. who is the person that actually .witc~le~ it on? 
:~. It:f. relayed down to the Aircvaft Control aoom Officer who sends one of his messengers 

t~ actUAlly operate the switch. 

Q. ~~en, u~der normal ~rActtce, 1s the moonlighting switched on for purpC'tse of fly1ng 
opcr·lt!ons? 

A. t-l1th A fixed-wing launch, it would come on just ..before we were due to start U,Q so thllt 
! could phys:fcally, or visually. che~k the clearance and that ~erybody va. clear of propellor. and 
Jet pipes. That i~ when they normally come on in that situation. 

Q. And when were flyiag operations due to begin this night about the time of the coIl! 81on7 
~. They had been go:fng on all night. sir. 

Q. ~,'hen. according to tho,e operations that were in progress, would it have been necessary 
or u~ual in accordancp. with normal practice to lwitch on moonlighting? 

A. About the time of the colliston, air. It would be around thAt time. 

Q. Did you at that time ask for the moonlighting to be ,witched on? 
A. No, dr. 

Q. Did you, yourself. observe whether it was on before the colli,ion? 
A. No. sir. 

Q. Did you observe whether it was on after the collision? 
n. There was light everywhere aft.r the collision. sir. 

~. Including moonlighting? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you able to say when the moonlighting was Bwitcbed on? 
A. Only from what I have heard. dr. 

Q. According to • ~t you were told, who .witched the moonlighting on and ~~en? 
A. Naval Airman Loane switched it on, air. He is I messenger who works in the Aircraft 

Control Room. He switched it on and turned to walk aWlY and he heard the two blaats on,the 
airen. He had only switched on the midships group. 

Q. From whom did you gain that informationl 
A. Naval Airman Loane. 

Q. Is he here? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. I. that .pelled L-Q-A-N1 
A. ·L-o-A-N-E. lir. 

Q. Where is he now? 
A. On HELBOORNE, air, in Singapare. 

Q. When was it that he told you he lwitched it on, just before the two blasts and that he 
5~tched on the middle section only? 

dr. 
A. That would be the Friday morning after the accident, while we were ateaming int~ Singapore, 

Q. When lola. it th.t you firet became .wlre tha.t something w_ pending that night? 
A. In reference to the collision, lir? 

Q. Yes. 
A. When I heard the two bla.ts. 
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\ol. '\'::Iere were you when you hear the two bl •• ta. 
A. At midships, just outboard of the 1.1and. 

Q. And what were you dotng at the time? 
A. r had wAlked aeross to the aircraft. There WI. one Tracker that we were about to launch. 

:. had \,'alked across to it lind had It look in the cockpit to aee if the aircrew vere In there. ThflY 
wer(', .1:1d I ca. back to tet some fireman and the director becauae it was just on .tart on time . 
... .,d that Is where I wa. when the ..;iren went. 

:j. When you heard it what did you d01 
A. I ,,·alked forward, lir, ane! looked forward. 

~. Hm~ far forward did you go? 
A. Just forward of the forward Hft. That would be about 120 feet. 

~. And that placed you how far back from the bow of the ship? 
6\. rim calcul.:ating distances •••• 

Q. Approximately? 
A. About 100, 150 feet, Itr. 

~. An~ where were you in relation to the midline? 
.1. Slightly to starboard. 

Q. At that point, were you able to obaerve any other ships 1n the vicinity? 
A. y~s, sir. I .aw a shadow or silhouette of • ship just off our .tarboard bow. We w.re 

tur~:~r. to port at the time. 

~. You •• y the MELBOURNE WIR turning to port at the time? 
,\. Yes, lir. 

0(. ArE' ~'ou able to fix when that turning movement began? 
A. No, IIlr. 

: 

Q. At the time MELBotlUm was turning, you ob.erved what on the starboard bow? 
A. Just a dark shado,,,. I thC'lught at the time that it wat; a shIp going in the same di.rpctiC'l!l 

as II~. tts he~c.ing would be .!IShtly to stllrbC'lard of ours. That Was my lnitiel reacting to it •. 

Q. It was going i~ the same direction slightly to .tarboard? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. And are you able to give us any estimate of the relative bearing and range to H.ts outlinE' 
that you saw? 

~... I trif>d to fix these things in my mind at the time. Green 10, 150 yards 1.5 the c1osE':'t, 

~. That i~ the best you can do? 
A. YeCi, sir. 

Q. What dtd you observe happening from that paint of time on? 
A. I hnve a slight lull in what I saw then, .ir. The next thing t really·recollect l8 ~eelng 

the other "hip, when !t wa~ only yards away. coming into the front of MELBOURNE. 

Q. That t. the next time that you can recollect? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. C.1n you recn1'.ect the anglp between the hpading of the two 
.ft. I would say ~hat it would within 5 to 10 degrees of a "TIt. 

port sldE' if ftnythl~g. 

q. SRy 90 degree~ plus or minus 5 degreea? 
A. Towards our port side. 

ships as the colliston oc:curreo:-l? 
It was 5 or 10 degreeR to our 

~. Ann d'Jlt sort nf violence, if any. was associated with the impact? 
i.. /,p<lrt from sound, I imagine the d.ck of the J.IELBOURNE came up about six inches to B foot, 

a& we seemed to ride on top of the .hip. 

Q. Did it effect y~lr footing on the deck It all? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you hear anything announced at about this time? 
A. Before that, .ir? Well before that, I heard. "hand a to collidon stationa" - only heard tt 

once. 

Q. Are there .ny lights on the flight deck, additional to the moonllghting. which you described? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. What are they? 
A. For flying operations we have a •• ries of cralh lights which sre rectangular lights at the 

level of the 03 deck. They are only switched on when I really need them - when I need a flood11shted 
deck or if we have same trouble or something like that. 

Q. Do you know 1f they were owitched on that night? 
A. They weren't .a far .s I can recollect, air. 
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Q .. If they were .witched on how much light do they throw outboard of the ,hlp? 
A. I would tlftagine they would throw quite. bit, lir. 

il· 
far as, 

A • 

Are you able to lay in relation 
you know they weren't on? 
They were not on, alr. 

to them th,t they were not on within your knowledge or, liS 

~. In the normal practice which prevniled 1n the Ihlp how long, how ~ny minutes, before 8 
given !auneE' time are the moonUghts switched on? 

A. It varies with typeR of aircraft. It would vary with natural lighting t~t W •• Iveilable 
A!ld It wC'uld vary with who was tn Flying Control at the time. An estimate 8. to • S2E Tracker 
~ould he 15 minutes. 

Q. I f you hall been deciding th~ momer.t when the moonlights Ihoul~ h8VE" been Iwitc:hf!d on thAt 
!'If 3ht, "'he"l would you have directed that be done? 

~. I was in the habit of leaving it to FLYCO to switch them o~. If they didn't come on ard ! 
fplt that they were n~eded then I would ask for them on the Hickey Mou~e Circuit. 

~. Had it occurred to you at any atage before the collision that they were needrd? 
.\. No. air, we didntt need them. We were doing no movement. or that atuff. 

',<. 1:) the po~it1on that you have described from which you observed the shlp on the starboard 
b!lw, werE' you able to observe any lighting in MELBOORNE? 

•.. ~o. sir. 

Q. Were you in 8 position from which you eould aee navigational lights? 
A. ~es. Air. T should have been able to aee the port navigation light. That's on ~h~ isl~~d 

por!:. 

Q. 
i.. 

~. , 
.>0 

... 
i.. 

Do you havE' any recnl1ection. one way or the other, a. to ~hether it was on? 
~o, sir. I might notice if it wa. off but thai'would~be about the only thin'. 

:>irl you observe any ltg1-jtM shmm t-y EVANS? 
::n, sir. n'::lnc at aU. 

At .,,)' stage? 
:~o. dr. 

S~1"'jnr ~·1ember, ! h.;;v~ 8 quest.":'on. 

Couns~' for t~ board! Yes. 

ElWfINAT: ON P.Y TIlE BOo\RD 

:...!. ":.'01.; 1.nd1c:\t(·d that you may have noticed if the port running light of MtLBCUlt'a: h:;(! ;,cen ("Iff": 
Ve-s. ~ir. 

"C. Jt-] :.rOtl :-ntiCE: .it ~ny time- !.n the two or three h()urs, just rrior t') th~ colH~ion, it t:;';\'t~,r; 

t-.rf":"! o~f? 
.\. ~!o, ~lrt that's , .. hy ! put the "::1i.ght" into it. 

~. Hp'Z'" you r,r: the flie'1t deck :'In apprp-cillhle time bpt"\le£'n the i'u'iod of m1dni~ht lind the tiae 
')f the colliFlon1 

A. I w.!'; .:'I~ the flight deck. except for a couple of visits to the A~i. which is jus":: :",~f t~e 
fli;,:ht dec:k. frOtJ'l 1:1'. ·'olt 23.l.0 IIntil the collfsion, sir. 

Cou"'!.sel for t:1P boarrt (CDR r,1a~~): May I obser'l"e th:::- to the board. that Lieuter,l'nt C("JT.."T"p.ndrr 
P,cttc.rQO;'l 1~;:Ic; s::r.np evl'.l£-:"Ice to g!Vf' on the suhject of pc~t~collisi.:):'l. events. !~ould it he c-")r:'1(:"~I"·I!· 
tn 1:'pc."ive it from hi:"! I!"! this sf'ssion'? 

!:~T1lor MeT:\her: Yes. 

COll"lsel f0r t:~e hO<"l'Z't:! (:;:m r:la~s): Sh311 I go "n with it now Or CDm(> back l.eter? 

5I:ni')r !olember: Just one MO~nt, plf..8se. 

!:XAMINATION BY CI1"l1SEL FCII T1£ BOo\RD 

:{lJ(:~tl.(m~ by cOll!lspl for tru. botlrd (CDR Glass); 

-I. 
night 

A. 

Are you nble to say. from your experie·nce. how much light is shed on the fOI'\ol8r:l 'P::'!rt of the: 
deck by the steaming lights when they are burning? 

J c:'ln't r£'member them ever .heddtng .. ny light at all. However, they r:rust shed some. 

~. Are you Able to form any opinion. from what you saw on the flight deck ahead of )'N!, .R~' tr:­
,,;hC'thcr thf> I'Iteaming lights were burnins or not? 

A. You couldn't tell that ~thout aeelng them. 

Q. Now. in relation from the period of 2340 on, were you on and about the flight deek? 
I... Yell •• ir. 
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~. ;;erc- you there from th.:'lt time until the time of the collision, or ~re you turned In part 
of thp time? 

A. 'Oh no, 1 w •• thE'!re t sir. 

~. The whole time? 
A • y@'s. sir. 

Q. ~O\,l'. during that period wH:h was 2340 until the time of thf:'> coll1ston. did you ~ef' IIIny 
ht'~~'.ht ·,hitf.' lights showin3 on ~$LBotTRNE? 

ii. I don't recall An),. sir. 

-C. In your position wber€ you nprr..tllly do your work - how h thi'!t plaCE'" In relation to the 
1>tl' l;'l~~'S ,"!:n.:J the running 1iShts~ 

••• The only running It~ht 1: ,"ould s(of> :!.s the port running light on the forward part (,r the lq1'nd. 
'!~ wr d!\'ide the deck up't suppose I wOI.dd be 1n a position to aef' thst R~out fifty pprce:1t of t~v' 
the. rho.:' white Hght~ Are abOVE> me and you never ever look up .. hard'>, e\'er. I ean never re~~_~'..,pr 
Sl'" !.n~; t~ell tl,erf', aa I rpcall. 

Spnlor Member: Plf'8s(: proceed ",it~ the other portion of the testimony. 

C~un~ct for the board (CDR Class): Yes. 

=':ll~!1ON B? COL'XSEL Fat TIlE BOt\RD 

I.luestions by counsel for thE' board (CDR Glass): 

Q-." Can you tell us what you observed innedi.tely following the impact? Firstly, did you see 
th€' for .... "rd flection of EVA.~S at Any stage? 

••• Yps, sfr. We seeme~' to roll the EVANS over and when she righted herself, th£' forward 
s~ctlont in my reco11pction, didn't right itself to the same angle as the after Aection. The afte~ 
spction :-::'01'1' nr Teoss cameo uprlg!1: again /fnd the forware section remai~e~ ",-fth a HJlt to "ItarboArrl. 

Q. A~d at the time that you are describing it, where walll the forward spc:t!on fn relAtir):') to 
lIE:.!l au ilN E ? 

A. I" was still r·helld. 

~. 
ft. 

Q . 
.; ta :;e 7 

A. 

~. 
,,, 

·1. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

StU I ahead? 
Ye5, sir. 

}lei", W')uld YOll describe t!lf' wily in which the forward section was aitti.na in the water "It that 

With a lht to qtllr"':-'')<lrj 0;; about 40 degrees, sir. 

':'R~ there a:"!y d!ffE'r£!"lcf! between the forw.ud 8!ld after lIection of the forward half1 
1 didn't notice that, sir. 

You di.dn't see , ... heth""r it was down on one end or the other? 
No, ~ir. 

And ~"hat did you next observe in relation to the forward half? 
It fleemed to drift awar from MELBOURNE. and that is all that I car recell on the fonH"rd 

section, sir. 

Q. ~O\J what Has tt,e total length of the period of which you had it under observation? 
A. For a broken pprioi! ·:"If aay three minutes. It is hard to estim:1te the tim.... I'd lAy thrf'e 

mi;at~l'>. 

tJ. 'What were ynu dc.ing during the time when your obleorv3tion of it wa" interruptrd? 
A. Well. I •• s~£~d that we had a fire hazard forward and I was calling .ome of ~y people to rig 

fire !-Iosef f:ln'ard. which tt-ey did. 

Q. ~hat did yo~ do in rpilltion to the .fter half of EVANS? 
~. It WAS stay:!.nci with r·;l;:..BOI."'R...~. so I was following it. I followed it right dc.W'I' ollr starboard 

.. idE'. 

~. A~d h~ long after the collision did it take to get down to the MELBOURNE's starboard quartrr? 
rl.. I h~vp. Httle idea) sir. I would say four minute. and that is a wild guess. She ",'.s comi'1g 

;1T·1Imd • .,d finally touching us every now and again as ahe would go down. She touched at the fO"n'ud 
.... VCi,T {,oint and crushed it in and we put foam on it. I didn't Bel" it touch again until -; wel"'.t srolln'l 
the after ... nd of the island and 98\1 twor come away there. 

~. At this st:lge was ~iELBCX1R..\"'E completely without way? 
A. Thet I ~on't know, air. I would .ay the .hip wa. relatively .till in the water. 

~. And when th(> starboard half of the EVANS got to the MELBOURNE's quarter, did you do somethi"!lg'i 
A. '.Jell. It hung up on the, it .eemed to hang up. I dilcoveTed .ubsequently that they got ropf's 

across frM'l thp quarterdeck. A few of us went over on the safety nets on the deck head of the h.mlt'T 
dH:k of £VAHs.Jk,Walso got some Wessf'X cargo nets and rigged them as acrambling nets alol:e: o\;r "tarbo .. rc 
quartp.r. 
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t;, • .And with the aid of the ladder$ and the net •• what transfer wa1i made of the EVANS 5urv1"OT~? 
~i.. There were a lot of survivors down on the after end of the E·;At~S. We got them moving up 

,wer the hangar deck part of the ship and over onto the flight deck of the MELBClJR.NE. And sometime 
after this t saw a separate ladder. They had a ladder down from the quarterdeck of MELBOURNE and 
.<:;,' we channeled them half and half hom then on • 

~. How long VA.IS it before they were .11 brought on board? 
A. I have no idea, sir. I would say ten or tw.lva minutes. 

~. .\nd ""hat did you then do? 
.~. We carried out a search , ... ·herp we could. with four other ?f'rlonnf"l. 

.co r;ho 1s we; 
.. \. A~ the tl:'1P. I knew 1: had on board Chief Heares, ... ·ho i.e my Flight Deck Chlef, NAva' A1rma"'! 

Hnrtl('v. vhn is nne of the> naval tlirr'Uln tlsndlers. and a Naval Al~8" Sternbeek. ,,·ho is 1.;-- the !'I8me .,.. 
c:1tr~~or~'. 

~. 
A. 

tbw IUd you g~t do\om O;)to E'IANS';' 
We St.JUng nn the safety nets. the .afety nets or. ~lELB()l,"Ro\"E dO\o,-n on the d~ek head. thr hanr,8:-

"ho rHrected the efforts of this party? 
I did, sir. 

Q. What directions did you lay d~~7 
A. I had my !i1.ckey Mouse heblet on, as did the Flight Deck Captain, and I va9 flh::.'luting to t"'e 

others to get the lailors moving up the part that we had eomP down. !hat was ahout the only accurate 
~irertton thnt T was giving. I might h~ve been saying @et th~t, .•• 

1..(. ::>irectiOllR for gettinp- tl"e survivors on board ME'LBOlIL~? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. And that 1.1115 fltiH gol!1g or. as you got on t:) EVi.NS? \-:s!'; it? 
A. Well. that 1s whpn we Itart.d to do it. 

Q. I vas really askin~ about your .. the efforts you d1rectE'd to fleareh thr:lugh EVAXS'; 
A. ~hen the surviv,)t"s had narrowed down, I think therp wt"re only thre .. or four milling around 

rellr the ladder tl) t!l ... quarterdeck ,,· ... c. the after part seemed to bC' clt·ar. then I said. "r .. ve a , ,",ok. 
·r-,u:1:d ." 

Q. who did look around? 
A. I can rpr:lp.mber meetina: sternbf'ck and Hart!e)" the tl.·o neval airmen, on the wepther dcc-lr 

part. They were c;oing into the passsge\Oays and knC'cking on doors and opening things up. I clln 
re~E'~ber Chief Ayer~. t wanted the h~ngar cleared and I wanted him to d~tprmine if there were any 
peep Ie 1 e ft there, and he ghout('~ 1i00000thing 1 ike, "There I 8 ar.namen t }wort!. II t the., to! d hi ""I to 
aecure it. I don't knol, what I intended him to do with it. I was mainly worried abotlt tht' torn 
portion of her. There was a lot 'If debris around there and somE' one cotlld .asl1y be mh!'led. I 
searched in amongst that. sort of climbed over and roamed around there for quite a little ",hi' ... 
~ met the Cor.mander of HEUO' .... 'R.'1E at about this stage and we did a aearch through toeetl".e.r "': .... !r .. 
I'd found a trunki!lg o;:u»o or. the starboard aide about lIIidships of the section that 'WtlS left "'hle l l 

was the only RCCf'SS I cou!d fine tr the 1O'.4er decks. I cl1m'tled down there an::! knocked and it ",.sfl 
dead quiet at t~is st,l!;E'. T came up again and searched, and basically just carried out what 
compartment.':; I could g£:t into. I went in and just looked in differp.nt places where I thl')ucht 
people might be • 

~. ApproxiPiatE'ly, how ll')ng did ylll~ spend on this search? 
h. I would est~ ·,,'!te that I was on there twenty minutes. If we'd take ten minutes for ml')\'ing 

t~PI, then ten ni~utes f~r thp Aearch. 

<. Could it have 'bern more ext£.,~i"e - the 8~.rch you madE'7 
A . I wu: hap;"y i!t my :nind, thnt th£rp. ",,.5 nobody left aliv(" ther~ or injured. 

Q. "ihAt was it then t:.hat you did? 
6', r'd met m:,' Q~val airmen alai:-- and told them to get off. 1 ~a'W Chief liP!'res And yC'11pd at 

him t:') get off. At thi!' st:1ge there ""'8& one seamsn whOle ""me I don't knl"no1 and myself !f'ft oJn 
bonr" - .... hl!re the l~dder '..,,45 cnming do ..... n from thE' MELBOt1Rl;E's qUl'rterdeck. The Ccmrnanttr.r '~IIl'i up 
r.b:we the ladder and hE' aaid just wai t right there until we .. re rea tty t('l cast of~ end you ca;~ let 
:~o t"c foreUne, which If> what we did, the haval airmen and myself. Then 'WE' went back CHl b.:'lsrd the 
~o{ZT;BO~~::E and 1 carried out a muster of my flying division to make snre 1 hll~n't left ;ny ('It' tt-E.'n·. 

<. Hm." many of your flying division were on heard ,£VAHS, do you think? 
A. 1 know that the;rc were three ,"~ hoard. I he~rd Brle suspected that there were qu~tE' a lot 

:f)Ore. 

~. Do you know of an, .. VANS aurv1vorlil that took part in this search throughout thp ship; 
;\. At one stAgt" I met t .... o peopb Whl)fle names 01' rate I don't know but thf'Y... ! kept l'ar'l["f,l:: 

inti) thl:'f.e t·""o. They were rushine: ",ro'lnd. and I ~gke~ them if they hAd done a comp1€te bC'ltt"~l 
~f";lrch. They said, "Yes, there WRS '10 one dl'l"lr. there." I SAW them again later when :lI.'st cf t!l(> 
I;.ar'livor& hlld gone. I asked them agnin, "Have you Got any ml")re people that you know nbt'l1It,n and 
th(·y <;,;i." "Non again and that is the last I saw of thMn. 
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", • . \~e1"e there any particular acts of heroism that you wi.h to cODI!leni! in rehtion to the sC'1Irc'-: 

lH- th", t'l',o;cue operations generRlly? 
,,\. Thf' only person who camp under my direct notice. in thl. category was Chief Heares. I kept 

h:'l':iab to warn him to get off several times, and when I got off myself, I ""8an l t sure where he h:-,d 
• :',Ilrl€' because I came up the quarterdeck and not over the hangar deck. He had in fact come back on 

!'ll.lrJ lit this "hge. I donlt know what he had done .bout the .nMtnf!nt that he found. 

~\bout the ••• ? 
Armament that he found. But he wss • tower of atrength all the way through. He is • vpry, 

.... Could you tell us what Chief liE-area wa. weartng? 
n. 'tE"d beE'n wearing the sam£' riG 11,0. r had on. air. Yellow skivvy, khaki trousers. probllhl:,· 

bl.,C'k boot!'>. and. Mickey HOtlse helmet. 

;,i. Cor.l'ln& b3Ck to the movement ('If tho:! EVANS after section, csn you help us to determinE' t:-s 
b~C'k·.:.:trd moti.on by telling us whetl'_'r yc,u had to wslk or run to keep up "'lth it 8S it drifted aft: 

.1.. If t had stayed with it OT ?araTIP,led it down the deck, t would have been walking very '510",·'y. 
Thi~ if: because at this sta~e, '''htle I WAS coming back through the prople on the flight deck - Vt 

'.·~r" ~t e",ergenc~' stations then anJ t,ere were a lot of ppople on thE' flight deck - I had time to 
t ... ll .IIY off watch - my pett)' off1cE'l"" - to muster their hands and carry on with the helicopter 
r.h"\\'('ment~ that were taking place then or to help them. So it would be a alow walk. 

Slow "''''11k~ 
Slow walk. 

,. 
Pylng 

A. 

No\.' is there anything 1n particular which you wish to mention in relation to thE' hE. l1copter 
after you got back on deck? 
~o, str. Just kept on g01ng. 

Q. FOT how long was it continued? 
n. rnttl last: light or dusk. 

~. Which nccurre~ approximately when? 
A. .\r.:mr.(' :730 or 1800. I don't know the exact time they finished. 

Co~n~el for the board (CDR r-lass): CounRel has nO further que.tions. 

;;enfnr !oferr:ber: The bn<'lrc1 hI'S no further questiC'lns for this witness. 

.. 

CC"un~el for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel does not believe that it is neceRsa!,)' to ~x~::I!'lf' 
thi~ w{tness tn closp.d session. 

C():J:1sel for the board (CDR Cla!;~): I invite you to make Rny further sutement relatine to !:he 
subject matter of the investigation which you thir,k should be recorded, but has not been brought 
out by question!'!. Is there anything you wish to add? 

A. No, sir. 

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdre" .. from the hearing room. 

Senior Member: A brief recess. 

The hOArd receRsed at 1~54 hours. 203une 1969. 
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The board reconvened 1n closed aeBlion at 1630 hourI, 20 June 1969. 

All perlons connected with the board when the board recel.ed were .. a in prelent. 

e Lieutenant Cowrnander R.ichard Jamel Arthur Taga Arundel, Royal AuatraUan Navy. v •• recalled 
by counael ••• wltne ••• · va. reminded of hi. previous oath and t •• tified .1 follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL rOil TIlE IOAIlD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Hr. Arundel , thtl 1 •• gain a closed le.,ion. The room I, cleared only to the cla.atfication 
of Confidential, 10 if you au8t go beyond that cI •• ,ille.tlan would ,.U advice UB 10 that we may 
adjourn to other facilities. 

A. ! understand. 

Q. Lieutenant Commander Arundel, 1 believe we eltablished at your prior .ppearance before 
thp bOlrd your qualification. a. an expert in the field of communication.. At that time, through 
you, we introduced into the board'. r~cord. Exhibit 27, a collation of lignals lent and received 
in Ts.k Group 472.1. I. that correct. 

A. That 1s correct. 

Q. At that ti.e, do you recall that the board requested additional work? 
A. Yes sir, that i. correct. 

Q. Have you since that time conducted such additional work. uling Exhibit 27 a. a basil for 
that work? 

A. Yes, lir. That il correct. t have, with Lieutenant Borman from USS KING, with his 
as~istance, I've added In a certain amount of information to try to make the document, Exhibit 
27, 8 little more explanatory. : 

Q. W'ould you describe the aature of the changes ;'ou n.adE in B:Khibit 27? 
A. Yes, 101':. rirlt of '.11 the logs were examined to eBtablish whether any 81gnals appeared in 

other logs which were not recorded in FOCAr'. Log, as rOCArls Log wa. uaed al ·the ba.e document. 
I can explRin the rea.on for that if it'. required. Along lide the collation were added the 
actual lignala In lignal form a. they appeared in FOCAl'. Log. An" add1tional column vaa added 
to eltablish, In our opinion. whether the signals were proceduz.lly correct. A further 
examination of the .... logs to establish times was also made. There were one or two minor changes 
but in assence the same document holds. 

Q. I have placed before you a copy 
out,ide cover a. Exhibit 27 (ReViled). 

of a document that is marked for identification on it's 
Is that the document which you prepared and have been 

discussing? 
A. Yea, sir. This 1_ the document, lir, we have been working on. 

Q. Have you used any additional resourcel or documentl in preparation of this particular 
document in addition to thOle used in the preparation of the other record? 

A. No, lir. No additional documents were uled to establish any detail. in thi_ Exhibit. 
Bowever, we did eX«mine other documents in connection with other possibilities. 

Q. As I recall, the previOUS document did not have CLEOPATRA's tranlmissions recorded. Is 
that correct? 

A. Yes, that was correct. That document came to ~ attention on the morning I was called with 
b:hiblt "27. Sublequently, entries from CLEOPATRA'. Log were checked and a colUllKl ha. been 
completed indicating whether CLEOPATRA's Log agreed or disagreed with the Bubstance of POCAF'I Log. 

Q. Now there are a number of tet'1D8 used within this document which, at this time, I would 
like to ask you about. In each caBe the exact text as recorded in FOCAF's Log is {"~icated in 
the left hand colUQl. II that correct? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. The heading of the next colU1m"l, does that indicate that the POCAr tr&nsmi •• ion of the 
.ignal was procedurally correct or whether it was procedurally correct as logged. Can you 
explain that. lir? 

A. It means whether it is procedurally correct .. logged • 

Q. lIb.ever hal len t the mea.age? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Now the next colUlll'l i_ ZUW time 
A. Yes, it does. 

Does this indicate the time recorded in FOCAl's Log? 

Q. And where there 11 a difference in the time recorded in other logs, is that indicated 
anywhere on the ,heet? 

A. That il indicated on the column - the relpective column foi other Ihips 1n the task Group. 
That 11 on the right hand side in order. 

Q. How IZllch of a difference was required to have you make an entry that the time did not agree? 
A. If it was more than one minute. except on the l •• t page where I put in avery message which 

disagreed. whether it was one .1nute or ewe or three. 

colin III AL 
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Q. Now the term "agree" 11 u.ed throughout thi' in many place.. Could you atate the exact 

meaning of the term "agree" u used. in th!a document. 
A. It'. me~.t to infer that the lignal &8 recorded in another ship', log agr.e. esaetly in 

• text, but it will DOt todlcate Whether there 11, for tn.tance, detail - procedural detail. 

Q. Por example? Could you .tate an example where there might be a dhagreement which would 
not Ihow up in th1l collation? 

1 A. Really procedurally. sir. 

Q. Would caU aigna be an example - or "roger." or lomethlng of that nature1 
A. By procedurally I mean an indication of receipt. This ia all. matter of detail I 

fapl. If the mel.aie It.e1f has been correctly addrel.ed and ia recorded in thele loga a. 
correct according to the FOCAF Log, the balic log, then there'. no disagreement. Now there ia 
an example of ene disagreement which may give an example, air. 

Q. Would you point that out to us? 
A. On page 4 ... 3, under compari.on with M!LBOUINE', tog, three from the bottom, it would 

~'rrt'3r that there was an operator error in recording an incorrect call .ign. The call aign 
in quealtion wa. ZUW FOUR and it waa recorded by MELBOURNE, who originated the me •• age, a. 
ZlTLl' FIVE. That's an example, if I may .o,it is rather nlt-picking, but I felt it n.c •••• ry 
tL' try and balance the exactne.s of the record. Also, on page 5 .. 3, right hand coluD'l, the 
\'ery l.:,~t E'ntry. A signal which was initiated by COMDESRON, there appeared from the logs to 
~e a diFparity in EVANS' .s it happen', atation. It i. not record.d in the .ame manner in four 
h'~ll. Itl however, is of no con.equence. 

Q. At any time 
"'aft recorded. 

there was a disagreement as to a part of the text, a. I under.tand it, that 

A. That 1& so. 
tactical Signals. 

There are other pOints that I VDUJ~ like to mention in connection with 
May I proceed., sir. .-

Q. ~~y I ask a couple more specific questions •• to thi. document firat. You indicate that 
BLACKPOOL maintained two logs? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Row have you indicated the difference between them? 
A. Where there was a difference, I recorded CIC Log. It was the CIC Log in a couple of 

instancea. 

Q. On the la.t page of the document, the third note .tate'~LACKPOOL haa one log only which 
Ihows EVANS making my rudder right". As I tmderstand the situation from documents which are in 
evidence, BLACKPOOL had two logs, only one of which had this entry. Is that the intent of that 
.tatement in your document? 

A. Yes; sir. Only one log, the bridge log, was complete in that both signals were recorded. 

Q. This entry does not mean that BLACKPOOL has one log only, but ~ather that only one of the 
two logs contained this entry. Is that correct? 

A. Yes, that's quite correct lir. 

Questiona by the Senior Hemba~: 

Q. In that connection !-!T. Arundel, do we know if both of BLACKPOOL's 10g8 record EVANS 
me •• age with re.pect to her rudder being right or going hard right or right full? 

A. Your question as I understand it, sir, was whether the one log recorded EVANS signal of 
loing right. The anlwer i., there was Duly one log" - one of the two 10g8 which shows the lignal. 

Q. And in that one, the note here applie.? 
A. That's correct, lir. 

Q. I'd 11ke to propoae a rephrasing of thil note concerning BLACKPOOL's Log on page 8-3. 
"Only one 'Of BLACKPOOL's Logs has any entry regarding EVANS, quote, my rudder right, unquote. 
The one log which does contain such an entry hal the entry apparently made .fter the event, as 
the entry is between the lines", Is that a correct, but lengthier statement? 

A. That il a correct interpretation. sir. 

Queltions by the counsel for the board (Cont'd) 

Q. ¥r. Arundel, in addition to the answers to the questions I have •• ked, you have some 
.enef:ll cDrlDlenU on this document. Would you make them at this time? 

A. Well, lir, there are some comment. in note form on the fourth page of the very last 
page. I'd like to point out that this is merely a translation of the record, and this alsumes 
that the record i. correct. However, tactical aignala might 81so have been sent by light or 
by flag, semaphore, and, in fact, one lignal ia recorded a. having been lent by light. HBny of 
these signala mAy have not been recorded in the tactical log. the reason 1 uled the POCAF Log i. not 
becauae I was ,upervising it. but becauBe t thought myself it was in an Operations Room and it 
was away from the noiae of the bridge, and I felt that the operator had little requirement to 
UBe his hand .et, therefore drop hil penci~ and I thought it would provide the moat complete log. 
1 find that it i. just 4S complete as MELBOURNE. I would just like to emphasize again/sir, that 
the only logs that I wa. able to obtain confirmation of receipt or repetition va. in fact FOCAF 
andlor MELBOURNE', Logs. Thi. information i' not held in ,other logs. 1 think it is necessary 
to have this if you want a complete .tudy of what vent on in Tactical Primarv. _L 

'l 



-------- ------------

----------------------------
c 

Question by senior member: COI.FlllllfiAL 
Q. And does this compilation show &11 euch repetition? 

• A. Where such repetition ha. oecured, it h •• been Doted, air • 

Counsel for the board: 

f Q. May I clarify that. Where repetition occur., by ttK you mean wen it wa. logged it has 
been noted. 1s that it? 

A. Yes, where it was logged and repetition •.•. There'. an example of that on page 2-1. four 
from the top. I'd like to mention, sir, that I observed from hearsay that there could have been 80me 
call signs which were incorrectly used and thi. was examined with aome concern. I found no 
cases where MELBOURNE used incorrect call algns. Where Ihe might have used. better call sign 
I have noted or the record has been noted, such as page 8, at the very end, When ahe used her 
CTiJ call sign. For ezamp1e,IIMllCE .QDfIN ZUUJ UNIFORM UNIFORM LlldA. II She might have uaed 
MELBOURNE IS call sign, and that would have been more appropriate. But in general there were 
very few procedural errors that were obvious. I found that KYES receipted instead of OOMDESRON 
in a number of occasions. Again, this i8 a very small point. Again. MELBOURNE or the CTU 
often atarted a zigzag directing ~ to receipt, which of course 1s the same operator, 
aDd I ppinted out here that it would have been better to have received the receipt from another 
unit. I found that there was no clear indication that a signal made on page 2~I, namely a 
direction from COMDESRON to EVANS to &.Iutne the duty of reacua destroyer had, in fact, been 
receipted. There wal only one log in which this receipt was evident, and that was in BIACKPOOL 
ele Log. But again the eIC log was not complete, and I rather felt the operator wal making the 
sign for a receipt automatically, and my feeling was that no receipt was in fact given by EVANS. 

Question. hy the Benior member: 

Q. On page 2~3 opposite this message to EVANS J "Assume ·duty of Re8cue Deltroy.;, II there 
are four log co1utlrls which say Ilagree". May we take it that they record in each case the signal 
text BRAVO ALFA, but that in no case do they show a receipt1 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. And BIACKPOQL's is the exception as you Mve noted? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Apparen~ly it is not a convincing record of receipt? 
A. That is 80, sir. 

Q. Of course we have BLACKPOOLls log for this period of time in the record. 

Counsel for the board: Yes, sir, we do. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR l'IIE BOARD 

Questions by the counael for the board. 

Q. Do you have additl~al remarks, Lieutenant Commander Arundel? 
A. On communitions, sir? 

Q. On thid document, explanatory of this document? 
A. No constructive comments to add to the·docutnent. air. 

EXAMINATION BY mE BOARD 

Questions by the .enior member. 

Q. I have a question. On page 8~3 the firlt note with. lingle .sterilk referring to the 
022013 entry, under MELBOURNE Log, and the text of the note is "Tactical Operator ia lent to 
.hake alief Yeoman and log is incomplete. II Is that Dote a quote from MELBOURNE '. Log. 

A. No. itls Dot a quote, sir. 

Q. From what source ia that information derived? 
A. I'm afraid that ia my knowledge in that I noticed th.t the log was not complete when the 

10RS were put together, sir. The .ctual entry wa.".nJLIET SEVEN THIS IS MIKE TWO YOU AJlE ON A 
COLLIS ION I • Obviously there was lomething missing and in ~ interrogation I found thae the 
operator at that time had been sent to c.ll the Chief Communication, Yeoman. 

Q. Would you .ay again what the actual entry for the 022013 tran~i8sion is .s shown in 
MELBOURNE Log? 

A. The entry is Ihoton in. MELBOURNE I s log is tI JULIET SEVEN za:e IS HIKE TWO YOU ARE ON A 
OOLLlSIOtr'.. And the next entry cDDlDences with til AM OOING BARD RIGHT" 

Q. Now on page 8 ... 1 for that same tranllmiasion we read. "JULIET SEVlN '!'HIS IS MIKE TWO YOU AltE 
ON A 'X>LLISION OOURSE, OVIR. • .ruLIET SEVEN ROGER OUT." Does that appear complete in FOCAFls Log 
as Itated here? 

A. Yes, it does. 

Q. In my vlew we .hould not receive in thia document, the information ,hown in the footnote 
to which I have referred on page 8~3, with the 81ngle a.teri.k, with the exception of that which 
ls receiveable from an expert witnesa. Namely, lithe lotit is incomJ)lete". May we h.ve this footnote 
aD changed! 297 ~l 
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Counsel for the board: It will be In done sir. 

Questions by senior member (continued) 

Q. I have one question if we are through with dilcua8ion of this table itself. 

Counsel for the board: The witness, 1 believe has stated he had no further comments on this 
document. But as a communications expert and the Communications Officer on FOCAF's Staff, we had 
intended to have him make a few remarks as to communications procedure generally during the operation 
before the board, if the board would like to hear them? 

Senior Member: Yes. 

Counsel for the board: 

Q. Would you do that at this time Lieutenant Commander Arundel? 
A. A comment on tactical communications in the task group in question. Again on he~ay 

I waS concerned that Itere there may have been some diaparity in tactical coammlcation. I .... unabYe 
to find any support in going through the tactical logs that in fact communications were poor. 
Namely through repetitions a180 non-receipts. I do believe that on lome occalion Commonwealth 
units did speak a little too rapidly" whereas all communications from American unitl were very 
clear. However, I thought that tactical cDtImJnic.ationl were of a very high standard. 
Additionally, I thought that tactical communications tn forc" covered communications, the 
brca dcasu and the Task Force Broadca.t and the Task Force Calling Circuit were becoming very 
efficient. In fact there were no backlogs on these circuits.- And I do believe that coarunicationl 
were of a very high standard. It i. of interest that ve received, or MELBOURNE received, a 
lignal from EVANS either the day or two days p~r to the accident in which .he commented on 
communications procedures and how well the broadcasts and the Task Force Calling Circuit, which 
MELBOURNE wa!! controll"-"g, were in fact turning out. ...l had also formed the impression that EVANS 
.... prob.bly the best radio cOD'mJnications unit - USN unit tlrat was in the group. : 

I had also heard, again this was hearsay, that there could have been some confusion over the 
MIKE OORPEN ZULU UNIFORM UNIFORM LIMA, but I understand now, that is of no consequence. I did 

. feel aome time ago that it could have been milconltrued in that the ZULU UNIFORM could have been written 
down r.ther badly end looked live tllVEMBER VIcroR, in which cale another courae could have been 
derived luch al 160. Becau.e, !K)VEMBER VIClOR w.s • group. 

I've also been aware that there has been some diSCUSSion about zigzags and the authority for 
zigzags and I thought it might interest the board if I·mentioned that in February it was obvious 
that the draft OP~lan did not include ATP 3, the zigzsl_ A Signal was sent by FOCAl to DlREPRS 
P.K 39. Bangkok, asking for this publication to be inserted in the list of publications in Annex 
Golf. The reply was that ATP 3 was not cleared for SEATO and that we should, FOCAl should, 
photostat extracts from ATP' and include them in his Op Order, as we did in the previous exercise, 
exercise SEA GULL. This in fact waS wt-.at was done. I ha',e only today noticed that - or seen 
a copy of ATP 3(A) which has been used in the USN and it is different from AXP 3 in that the 
instructions for ceasing the zigzag, that is instructions wbeaher to cease the zigzag automatically 
when there is a change in formation such as one unit moving from one station to another. The 
difference is that AlP 3, which it is possible that some units were uaing, 8.yl that the zigzag 
is not to eease automatically. Whereas AXP 3(A), which might have been used by other units, 
lays that it 1s to be ceased automatically. And I think this bring' out a point, that we had as 
a guide for the zigzags, AIP l(A), Vol I to change 4. This said that the zigzag was not to cea.e 
automatic,.lly. Whereas ••• 

Senior Member: Did not cea.e automatically under what conditions? 

A. When there i& • change in the formation. Now thi. would have meant that a number of units 
that were uler! to AIP leA), Vol I to change 6. thele unit. would have to have gone backwards and 
relearn their doctrine. And I suggest that it 1s poasible that there may have been aame confusion 
here. And we find that ATP 3 which is what the Coamonwealth units would in fact have used if they 
had been using it, was campatable with AIP l(A), Vol 1 to change 4. Which inCidentally, 
correction, ATP 3 haa a British supplement which aays that the zigzag does cease. 'l'hen again for 
unit. that were using thonge 6 of KIP l(A), Vol 1, thil document would be campatable with KIP 3(A). 
I'd like to pOint out too that Ooamonwealth units would only have in the last week hrve received 
change 6. lId like tc mention, too, that when the deci.ion was made that AXP l(A), Vols 1 and 2, 
change 4 - the decision was made that these publications would be u.ed for SEA SPIRIT, coaaenta 
were asked as to whether this vas acceptable. FOCAl .ignalled that thil was a retrograde step. 
He felt that this was a retrograde step and could lead to a dangerous aituation. Of course in 
SEATO, it'. AlP l(A), Vols 1 and 2 to change 4, and no AlP 3. So that the adsling piece of 
information for zigzag. 11 the definition for zero hour. I think that's all I have to lay, air. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further que.tions, air. 

I!lWIINATION BY mE BOARD 

Questions by the lenior member. 

Q. Mr. Arundel, do you have or ·can you produce a copy of the me.sage you referred to from FOCAF 
which luggelted that the use of AlP leA) with change 4 for thi. S!ATO~ercise was a retrograde step? 

A. I do not have it with me air. I do believe it could be obtained very speedily. 

Q. Could you explain the baSis for that comment 1n light of the further fact that you just 
mentioned, if I understand it correctly, change 6 to AlP I(A) is only now, post exercise, being 
distributed to COmmonwealth units? 

nr.~~ !, .~~'~~~~n 
~t. ..... ~..... • 

Li 


