o

Q. .And vho provided you with the call signs?
A. The call signs are on a board situated near the desk, sir.

., Q. ‘Before you sent a messsge, was it given to you by word of mouth or in written form?
A. In written form, sir.

Q. And who was it who wrote it out?
.. A. LTO STEVENS.

Q. And on wvhat did he write it?
A. On a board or a pad, sir.

Q. Do you recall what materials were being used that night?
A, He vas writing with a chinagraph on a board, sir.

Q. And what was the procedure in relation to messages you received?
A. He would write the message down from the board and 1 would write it from the board, sir,
and send it out that way.

Q. Yes, that regards sending measages. Now what happened in relation to messages which you
received on the Primary Tectical Net?

A. T would inform the LTO, sir, that we had received a message and he would then relay it to
the Captain and the Officer of the Watch, sir.

Q. Did you inform him by word of mouth or did you write it down?
A. T had written it down in-the Tactical log, sir.

Q. What was your practices as to the time at which you wrote down in the Log the mesasages
you received?

A, Could you ask that question again, sir? - . . .

Q. Yes. When you received a message through the headset when,according to your normal
practice, did you write {t in the Log?

A. As soon as it is receipted, woir.

Q. Wss that practice invariabily followed on this night?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were there any messages that you did not write in the Log at the moment of receiving them?
A. No, sir.

Q. Well, now as regards messages that were sent, when were they entered in the Log?
A. TFirst of all, sir, I would put the message out and then log it in the Tactical Log, sir.

Q. Now without refreshing your memory from the log, which you kept, can you tell ug what
messages you sent and received that night from sbout 0300 up i1l time of collision?
A. The first meesage we put out, sir, just after 0300, was our course, which was 260..,

Q. Before you come to that, was there any message to EVANS about rescue destroyer?
4. I think it was before that, sir, that we put one out about rescue deatroyer to EVANS.

Q. Yes, all right. That's what you think came first. Now what came after that?
A. We told EVANS that our course was 260, air,

Q. In relation to that message, was {t sent in pfﬂ.n language or in code?

A. 1t was coded, sir.

Q. What part of it was coded?

A. Just the numeral, sir.

Q. And wvho did that coding for you?

A. The LTO,

Q. Do you recall whether you received any roger for that course signal from EVANS?

A. Yesn, air.

Q. What is the next message that you recall passing between the two ahips?

A. We told EVANS to take FORMATION 1. And the next sfgnal after that, we told EVANS that she
wvas on 8 collision course.

Waa that encoded or not?
That we are on a8 collision course, eir?

Yes.
No, oiry,

>0 >0

Q. Did you get a roger for thet signal-you are on s collision course.
A. TFot the first time, sir. 1 told them once and they never rogered for i{t, so I gent it
out again and used their csll sign snd said, "Over". I got & roger for that, air.
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Q. ‘Bow long intervened between “he time you first sent it and the time you second sent it?
A. Only about a few seconds, sir. I gave them tima to roger for it,

T Q. WVell, what wvas the maxt pignal that passed?
A. We told EVANS that we were hard left.

Q. Waa that plain language?
te A. Yes, sir,
Q
A

. Did you get any receipt for that?
- EVANS rogered for it, sir, and came straight back and said that they were hard right,

« And {n relation to the order in which those two signals went on the sir, are they clear in
your mind?
A, Yes, sgir.

DO

Q. I show you the bridge log for the night of the 2nd and 3rd. Has that been entered in your
handwriting?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You will observe that no times are entered againgt the two signals, "my rudder hard left"
and "my rudder hard right". Can you tell us why that {s ao?

A. After we told EVANS that we were on a collision course, we called EVANS that our rudder
was hard right, I'm sorry, hard left, and EVANS came back snd said that her rudder was hard right,
Just after that the LTO told me to g0 up and shake the Chief Yeoman, which I did. I came back
dovm and logged my rudder {s hard left and that EVANS' rudder was hard right,

Q. And, sccordingly, how long a period of time waa there from when those messages were sent
and received and when you entered them i{n the book? )

A, I'd say sbout three quarters of a minute, sir. . .

Q. In relation to messages which you send, ia it your practice to log them in the book before
trangmigsion or after?

A. After transmission, sir.

Q. And {a {t the same wher you are given the message in writing, as when you are given it by
word of mouth?
A. Yes, pir,

Q. Or is there a difference?
A. No, sir.

Q. In each case, whether it comes to you in writing or by word of mouth, you log it after, is
that right?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. 1In relaticn to messages received, what is your practice as to the time when you enter them

in the log?
A. I vrite it in the log, sir, as I receive it, inform the LTD and then write the time beside
ic, sir.

Q. When the LTO comes over to see what the message is do you tell him or does he read it off
the log?
A. I usually tell him, sir. Sometimes he reads it.

Q. You said esarlier that you sent EVANS g message, you sre on a collision course on two
occasions. Do you recall that?
A. Yes, oir.

Q. When you sent it the first time did you use the EVANS' call sign?
A. Yes, sir,.

Q. And on the second occasion?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any difference {n your transmission of the message on the first and second
occasion?

A. On the first occasion, sir, we called them up firstly using their call sign and told them
they were on a collision course and I Just said, "Over", sir. I didn't hear a reply and I just
snid again to EVANS, "“You are on a colligion course”, and used their call sign,

Q. You mean the difference was you gave the call aign before the first occasion and after on
the second occasion.
A, Yes, oir,

Q. Apart from that was there any difference.?
A. No, eir,

Q. And how long was it before you got the receipt to the sscond transmispion?
A. Iemediastely after it, eir.
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Q. When you went to shake the Chief Yeoman, who took over your microphone and headset, if
anyone?
A. The Chief Yeoman put eut the signals after the collision, sir, and I logged them in.

Q. I mean during ths pariod when you left the bridge, did you put your headset down or did
someonse take it up?
A. I left it there, oir.

Q. And you were away how long you think?
A. About 45 seconds, eir.

Q. When you left and put your headset down what was the relation of the two ships to sech
other?
A. I didn't see them, sir.

Q. Had the collision taken place?
A. Yes, pir,

Counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS): Counsel hes no more questions. Does the Board have sny?
Senior Member: Yes.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. JACOBS, what circuit were you working?
A. Tactical Primary, sir.

Q. Were you charged with responsibility for gulrdi’.;:s any circuit other than Tactical Primary?
A. No, »sir.

Q. Is there a atandby circuit for Tactical Primary? A backup?
A. Not on the bridge, sir. In the Ops Room there is.

Q. It is not guarded on the bridge?
A. No, sir, it wvaen't.

Q. Did you have any problems with hearing the transmissions on Tactical Primary Circuit from
other ships during your watch? )

A. VNot from any ships in our division, air. Maybe other divisions were very faint. But there
wags no trouble with any of the ships on our circuit, sair.

Q. By other divigions, wvhat did you mean by thet?”
A. SUPFLY Division, XEARSARGE Division.

Q. Is s divigion then, similar to s task group?
A. That's right, yes, sir.

Q. We would just like to be cercain that we understand the wording of the two messages that
you sent to EVANS regarding the collision course. If we underatand correctly they went as follows,
and 1f this fen't right, you tall me exactly wherein it's wrong. We will use ship's names instead
of call signs.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. "“(EVANS), this is (MELBOURNE), you sre on a collision course, over. (EVANS), this is
(MELBOURNE ), you are on & colliaion course, (EVANS), over.”

A, The wecond time, sir. I'm not sure that I did send a preliminary call before I said thet
you were on s collision course, the second time, sir.

Q. You may have sent a preliminary call out, but you are not certain?
A, I'm not certain, sir.

Senior Member: The Board has no further questions of this witness.

Counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS ): TO JACOBS, you are informed that you are privileged if you
wvish to make a further statement covering any matter relating to the subjeet of the investigation
that you think should be told to the Board but which has not yet bean brought out by questions.

Is there anything that you wish to add?

TO JACOBS: No, air.

The wvitness was wvarned, excused, and withdrew from the Bosrd Room.

Senior Member: The Bosrd will recess briefly.

The Board recessed at 1504 hours, 19 Juna 1969.
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The board openaed at 1516 hours, 19 June 1969.
All personsconnected with the board who wars prasent when the board recessed ware again prasent.

Senior Member: The hearing is now opan.

Counsel for the board (Commander Glase): The board now bsing in epan sessism, it fe pointed oyt
by counsel that any person who fs to be called as a witnuss or may be called as a4 vitness should
leave the board room and withdraw. The board calls Acting Sub-Lieutensnt Viacheslev Vorobieff,

Acting Sub-Lisutenant Viacheslav Vorobieff, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witnass by
counsel for the board, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSKL FOR THE BOARD

7" Q. Acting Sub-Liesutenant Vorobieff, you have been called a8 & vitness for thes board of
investigation, which is inquiring into tha circumstences surrcunding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE
and USS FRANK E, EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidenca that may sssist the board
in this investipation. You are advised that the svidence is being received in open session of
the board and that disclosure of classified icformation is not suthorized duricg open session.
Should the answer to any question which you ‘are asked require you to disclose classified information
you are requested not to answer the question but you must edvise the board that the enswer would
Taquire you to disclose ¢icseified information, In such cases you will later be given the
opportunity to testify as to elassified information in closed session. Howaver, if you can
answer & question either in part or in general terma without disclosing classifiyd details you
should do so edvising the board of your desire to amplify in later closed sedsion, Under
Australian lew it is Recasnary to warn you that you may refuss to anfver sy question the answer
te vhich may tend to €Xposde you to any penalty or forfeiturs. It will be for you to raiss the
objection and for the board to decide wvhether you must snewer the quastion or not. Will you
pleaase state, sir, your name, rank and present orgsnisation.

A. Viacheslav Vorobieff, Acting Sub-Lieutenant, Royal Australian Havy. .

Q. And were you a wmember of the ship's company of RMAS MELBOURNE on the night of the 2nd and
3rd of June?
A. Yas, sir.

Q. And wers you standing a watch that night ?
A. Yes, sir, I was,

Q. When did you coms on watch?
A, &> 2330, eir.

Q. And remained on watch till when?
A, Until 0415,

Q. Who was standing wa.ch with you during that time?
A. Lieutsmant Lawb, sir,

Q. What other persons were thers with you?
A. During the night, the Navigator wvas up , the Captain was up, and there were other ratings
on the bridge keeping watches too,

Q. And what ships were keeping compeny with MELBOURNE during this period?
A. There was the CLEDPATRA, BLACKFOOL, FRANK E. EVANS, the KYES and tha LARSON,

Q. You, at wy requestc, Preapared certain diagrams showing the locations of various types of
lighting equipment in HMAS MELBOURNE and the locations of the switches for it. EHave You done that?
A. Yan, sir,

Counsel for the board: May counssl have that plan, conaisting of diagrame 3 and 4, admitted
in evidence as exhibit 48,

Senior Mamber: We are to understand that this was prepared by the witness?
Counsal for the board: Yes.
Senior Msmbar: Yes, it may ds entered as exhibit 48,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Con't)
Questions by counsel for the baard (Cdr Glass):

Q. Does tha plan marked with the mumeral four show the location ef the various lights of

HBMAS MELBOURNE ?
A, Yes, sir, it does.

Q. And in particular the forward and after steaming light and the running 1lights on the
island and on the flight deck on the port side?
A. Thet is correct, sir.

Q. And can it be taken that the starboard side running lights appear in corresponding positiona
on the other side of the ship?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. 4And does thia diagram also show the location of the overtaking light?
A, Yes, it does.

.. Q. It goes without saying that the overtaking light and the forward and after steaming light
all burp wvhite lights?
A, That is correct, sir,

- Q. 1In relation to diagrsm 3 does that show a mumber of matters, in particular, the light panal
with the board, 1 puppose it is, that you've labeled “Nav Light Panel” - what does the "Nav" ‘g tamd
for?

A. Well, thir lacludes all the lights that could be posaibly used for the rules of the road.
It includes warious lights that are to be switched on when the ship is carrying out various
evolutionsa. :

Q. And doec the Nav'" stand for navigationmal?
A. Yes, pir.

Q. And i{# relation to this diagrar 3, is attention alec called to Dimmer Controls?
A, Yes, sir. That is vhere the dimmer controls are located.

Q. And are they located, as the plan shows, on tha after thwartship bulkhead at the rear of
the compass platform?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And does this diagrem 3 also show, on a floor plam, the position of the port snd starboard
navigation lights forward of the faland?
A. Yes, pir, but only roughly.

Q. Does the board have any further questions in relation to these two plans before we move to
more detailed description of the dimmer control and navigation 1light panel}? .

Question by member of the board (Captain Rusk): What {s the-lcnlé of this diagram?

Questions by counsel for the baard (Cdr Glasa):

Q. For example, from the master switch position shown at the most forward position on the
compaas platform, to the dimmer control, what is the approximate distance?

A. Sir, about 15 to 20 feet would be a very rough estimation.

Q. And lee's say from the extreme port end of the TO's desk to the navigaticnal 1light pansl
what was the approximate distance.
A. Approximately 15 feet, sir.

Q. And would the dimmer control position be appro:{mtel_v half that distance?
A. Approximately, yes, sir,

Q. Where {n the position vhere you normally statiom yourself when you are on watch?
A. Anywhere on the bridge area, sir.

Q. No fixed position - you move around as vequired?
A, Yes, oir.

Counsel for the board: May we have that next plan, which consists of two diagrams,l and 2,
admitted into evidence as exhibit 49 subject to proof.

Senior Member: By whom was this prepared?
Counsel for the board: Also by the witness.

Senior Member: It may be enterad into evidence as exhibit 49,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Now in relation to the diagram one, that is a floor plar is it not, ueiﬁg from above?
A, No, air, looking straight shead.

Q. Of course. That is what i{s seen on the after bulkhead of the bridge as shown in the
position dimmer control in diagram three?
A. That's correct, sir.

Q. And {t has 3 main sections that you've shown on there. The first is labeled change over
switch for the navigation lights, sbout 3 feat down the dimmer control for steaming lighta and
just below that the dimmer control for navigatiomal side lights. Then from there 2 feet till the

deck level?
A. Yas, sir, that's approximate distances.

Q. Rov taking the first part of this apparatus. Does that adequately describa ita purpose -
change aver switch fornavigational side lights, 1'11 withdraw that. If you happen to be wusing
flight deck side 1ights is this the switch that would be used to change over to the islend side lights?

A. That is right, sir. -
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Q. 4And is thare any different position that shows which side lighte are in use on the board?
A. 1ts a two way eswitch and vhatever direction you have the handle changed over to show
vhether you have got the illqd lights or the flight deck lights bumning.

T Q. So its both a control and, from its position, an idicator of what side lights are burning.
You :ont;ol it from there and you can tell from the position of the handle vhich lights are burning?
. Yo, wir. .

T Q. Now in relation to the next part of the board, dimmer control for steaming lights, is that
also boeth 2 control and a indicator.
A, Yes, air.

Q. 1f you went to change from dim to full brilliance, what do you do at thet point?
A, You twist the dial, sir.

Q. You twist the dial in which diraction?
A. By twisting it clockwise you get better brilliance.

Q. Anti-clockwise it becomes dim}
A. Yes, sir.

Q. 1n relation to that part of your drawing you have two circles.
A. Yes, siz, that's right.

Q. Are there indications as to wvhether stamming lighta are on dim or full brilliance?
A. Yoo, sir.

Q. How do they indicate the differenca? ’
A. By moving the digl, the lights either become brighter, or they become dimmer. This 1s
my indication as to how dim or how bright the steaming lights are.

Q. So if the lights shown on the indicator board ére dim; then the steaming lights are dim
and the opposite alac applies?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now moving further down, you have the dimmer control for navigational dide lights. Doas
that also work in the sams way to indicate whather the side lights are dim or at full brilliance?
A. That is correct, sir.

Q. Now on plan two. Do you show the positions of the switches which switch on the lights
whether they be used for dim or brilliant purposes. I'11 ask that again. 1If you want to switch
on the steaming lights forward or after steaming lights, do you do it in the position shown in
diagram two?

A. Yas, sir.

Q. And the same with the port and starboard fsland lights - they have to be switched on hare?
A. Yea», ulr, .

Q. And woyuld there be other switches vhich relats to the port and starboard flight deck lights?
A. Yes, there are, 3ir.

Q. and, as you have shown, there is ons for the overtaking light?
A. Thatls right, sir.

Q. You've shown earlier a master switch, If that is at the extreme forward position of the
bridge, 1f that is switched on, doss it follow that all of the lights you've shown would be on
unless they had been switched off at their individual svitchea?

A. That is correct, sir.

Q. What's the purpose of this object shown with four positions and labeled "working switch
.1"?
pe A. Vhe you are flying aircraft or doing reaplenishment at sea you have to switch on warious
lights as required by rules end regulations, mnd by putting this switch to the prorer position you
have the proper light burning on your yardarm. One position is for your "Not under Comand"'
lights. Another one is for your flying lights, another one is for undervay replenishment and the
other one is just for normal stesming.

Q. Having estsblished the position for those varicue controls, switches and indicators, X
want to stk you some questions about what you did that night with Tespect to the lights in the
ship. When was it you were given scme instructions about lipghting?

A. It was about five minutes sfter three o'clock

Q. And from whom did the instruction come?
A, FProm Lieutenst Lamb.

Q. 4And had you heard anyone give instructies to him before he addreseed you?
A. Yes, I heard the Captain say to siiteh on the navigation lights te full brillismce.

Q. And what was the condition of the nagigatienal lights prior to that soment ?
A, We didn't have smny lights, vhatsoever, burning.
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Q. The Captain, having said switch ths navigational lights on to full brilliasnce,
Lisutenant Lmb said vhat to you?
A. 1 can't remember exactly, but he told ma to turnm up the steaning and navigationmal
T side lights to full brilliance.

Q. Well now, vhatdid you do? Pirstly, did Lisutenant Lawb do snything in that connection?
A. Yes, he walked over and wmade the master switch.

Q. And vhen you say "made" the mgster switch, you msan what?
A. He made the switch to the on position.

Q. And vhat did you do?

A. 1 valked behind the bridge, twisted the dimmer control for the steaming lights wntil I
had full brilliance on wmy indicators and I did exactly the same for t+~ nrvigational side lights.
Then 1 went intc the passageway and checked which switches were made on the navigational light
switch panel and I noted there were forward steaming light, the after steaming light, port and
starboard island navigational side lights and the overtaking lighkt. from there ....

Q. You noted vhat about those switches?
A. They were to the on position,

Q. 5o they were all to the on position and the dimmer - brilliant contrecl was to the brilliance

position, is that correct?
A, That is correct, sir.

Q. Stopping there. Were the indicators at that time in good working order - so as
accurately to reflect the situation at the lights? Would you like me to rephrase that?
A. Yes, air.

Q. Was it your experience that the indicators wers. correct in their 1nd1cation .s the state

~of the lights?
A. Yes, they were, sir.

Q. Nonetheless, did you make & check visually?

A. Yes, »ir, as natural habit I walked out onto the starboard bridge wing and looked out over
the side and I could see the starboard navigational side light on the island burning brightly. Then
1 walked across the passagewvay and looked over the Fly Co position....

Q. Looked over what?

A. Over the port bridge wing and saw the port navigational side light on the island burning
brightly also, I walked back and told - reported - to Lieutenant Lamb that both steaming and
navigational side lighte are burning brightly, sir.

Q. Did you check visuslly the illumination of the steaming lights?
A. No, sir. I'm not in a poaition from the bridge to see either the forward or after

esteaning light.

Q. And what, if anything, did you observe with regard to the lights on the flight deck at

that time?
A, VWhen 1 wvas on the port bridge wing I looked back and 1 could sae lfrnc‘ﬁ' being moved

around on the flight deck and there was some "moonlight”, moon ~ there was some flight deck lighting
on,

Q. Which part of the flight deck lighting -~ moonlighting was on?
A. It was aft the bridge superstructure but I cannct recall sxactly where it was.

Q. Having made those obarrvation, did you report to Liesutemmmt Lamb?
A. No, I didn't, sir.

Q. About the lights, did you report anything to Lisutenant Lsmb about the lighte?
A. On the flight deck?

Q. FKo,generally?
A. 1 did report to Lieutensnt Lamb that the steaming and navigational side Iights were burning

brightly. That's the only report I wads.

Q. ¥Now you have told us that you had visually checked that the side lights, port and starboard
wvere burning at full brilliance. What was the basis of your report to Lisutenant Lamb that the-

steaming lights were at full brilliance?
A. 1 never reported to Lieutenant Lamb that I sighted the steaming lights at full brilliance.

Q. No, but did you believe that the stesming lights were at full brilliance.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you base that belief on?
A. Upon the indicator, »sir.

Q. Approximately, when was it that the Captain came te the bridge?
A. T cannot give you a very accurate answer, but it was around thres o'clock.
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Q. What was the first signal after that, that you racall?
A. I don't quite follow what you mean by signal, sir.

Q. Did you leave the bridge at any time about this period to go anyvhere?
A. Yes, I did, sixr. At approximately 10 minutas after 3, I was told by Lisutenant.Lamb to
shake the Navigator and 1 left the bridge at this time,

Q. Wwhen you left the bridge, had there been any wmessage aent from MELRBOURNE to EVANS?

A. 1 never heard the Captain or any of the Tactical Operators send any message to EVANRS, but
Lieutenant Lamb told me to shake the Navigator and tell him that it is 20 minutes to flying
time and that EVANS has baen told to take up station astern of us in Formation ONE.

Q. WNaw, ¥ou have told us that, as tGSIrdI. the steaming lights, you relied upon the indicator
for your belief that they were at full brilliance, remember that?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Did you cause anyone to go and make a visual check of their condition?
A, No, I didn't, »ir,

J. Or the overtaking light?
A. No, I didn't, sir.

Q. Wwhat did the indicator show in regards the overtaking light?
A. The overtaking light is part of the .... The brilliance conttol for the cvertaking
light is & part of the dimuer control for the steaming lights .too.

Q. And accordingly, they were showing for it, what condition?
A. That it should have been at full brillisnce.

Q. About how long were you away giving the Nnviglt’or a shake?
A, That's a very difficult question to answer, but it wasn't very bng.

Q. When you came back did you see EVANS?

A, Yes, T did, sir.

Q. Did you observe her with or without binoculars?

A. I observed her first with binoculars.

Q. And vhat was her relative bearing from MELROURNE?

A. 5She vas fine on our port bow.

Q. Are you able to give us an estimcte of her range at that time?
A, Under 3000 yards, sir. ’

Q. Did you, at or about this time, examine the radar display?

A. Yes, I did, eir.

Q. Could I interrupt this train of questioning to ask vhen you joined MELBOURNE?
A. On the 24th of February of this year, sir.

Q. When did you examine the radar display in reslation to this visual bearing that you got of
EVANS through binoculars? Let we reaphrasr that. You told me a moment ago you had a visual sighting

of EVANS?
A. That's right, sir.

Q. How long after that did you go to the radar display - in approximate time?
A, Iomediately, -ir.

Q. Are you able to give us & drawving of what you saw on the radar display showing EVANS range
and bearing from MELBOURNE? Can you draw what you sav on tha radar display?
A, Yes I could, sir.

Senior Mewmber: Counsel before this witness mekes that drawing, could we establish what
woment in time we are taking about?

Counsel for the board: (Cdr Glass) Yes, Well, I will be able to establish that &y a later
avent.

Senior Member: Very well.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Comt'd)

Questions by counsel for the board (Cdr Glass):

Q. Would you be good enough to draw a circle?
A, Yes, nir.

Q. ind the eenter dot on the radar display represents what ship?
A, The MELBOURKNE, sir.

Q. And vhat did jou see that you took to be EVANS display om that radar scraen?
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A. To begin with, we had the radar range strobe out to 3000 yards and we had the ships heading
matrker painted up on the display also.

Q. That line is intended to represent what heading.
A. 260, sir.

Q. Now vhat did you see that represented to you the EVANS, both as regards her range and bearing?
A. T saw EVANS approximately there (indicating by & mark on the sketch) and I could see also
painting up on the radar display, the wake of the ship, or 1 presumed it was the wake, and I could
see 2 sclid paint which to me represented the EVANS,

Q. And vhat did the indications on the display suggest to you ms to the course EVANS was
felloving - whether she was steady or turning?

A, When I glanced over my shoulder and saw thig {pointing to the mark just below the 260 line )
this represented to me that 2 contact had altered courge to starboard, but did not necessarily
menn to me that it had steadied up on a course. It could have still been turning, but that is what
I sov.

Counsel for the board: (Cdr Glass); May this diagram be admitted into evidence as Exhibit

to,
Senior Member: VYes, indeed.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (Cdf Glass):

Q. Are you able to help us, Sub Lieutenant, as to the time when you made that observation of
the radar display? . . ) -

A. Yes, sir. Immediately sfter I saw this, I looked up to the bridge deck watch and saw the
time to be 11 and a nalf winutes, exactly, after three.

Q. V¥hieh elock or watch did you consult to get that time
A. The main bridge watech - the bridge deck watch.

7. What was the nexc event that took place according to your recollection?
A. I could still sce EVANS, this time by my naked eye on A eteady bearing still fine on our
porct bow,

Q. In relstion to Exhibit 50, you have sgid that the EVANS echo showed a turn to starboard,
are you satisfied that you've accurately drawn the teil there to accord with your impression, or
would you like to tidy it up a bit?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Well, I understand you to say that whatever your draftmanship, the wake you saw indicated that

the BVANS was turning to starbosrd i{s that correct?
A. Yes, sir, she had turned to starboard.

Q. Could you tell us a litrle bit more about the manner in which the radar display shous the
s:ake of a ship or direction in which she is moving?
A. Could you repeat that question please.

Q. Yes, y&ﬁ sald,I think, that the echo suggested to you that EVANS was turning to satarbosrd,
Can you tell us on vhat you based that impreasion? .
A. By the shape of the paint behind the echo, it suggested to me that it had turned starboerd.

Q. Prom what you saw, were you able to tell st that stage whether the ship had stesdied or
whether she was still turning or couldn't you tell?
A. T couldn't tell at all, eir.

Q. Well, you told us that you looked at this time at the bridge watch and it was eleven and a
balf minutes after three. What was the next thing thnt you saw or heard?

A. After looking at the radar I could see EVA'S still steady bearing fine om our port bow, then
T heard the Captain, or saw the Captain studying the movement of FVANS.

Q. What wey was he studying?
A. BHe was studying through his binoculars, very carefully.

Q, And did you hear him say anything, without giving the worda?
A. Yes sir, T heard him say somethingwhich suggested he was very distressed about the movement

of EVANS.

Q. We've heard it put that he swore. Is that .... Does that sumnarize the position?
A, Yes, sir. ’

Q. Sub Lieutenant, I'm going to ask you if you wouldn't mind trying to give us a larger
representation.of what you saw of the wake of EVANS on the radar screen. Do you think you could
do that in that bottom left hand corner?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Thank you, and is the tail in proportiomn to the head as you rvecollect 1t?

CLASSIFIED
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Q. BSorry I interrupted you train of thought. Can I bring you back to the point where you jgard the
Captain swear. What was the next thing you saw or heard done? '

A. I heard the Captain say to one of the Tactical Operators, tell EVANS wy course is 260.
The Tactical Operator then left the bridge.

Q. Where did he got
A. Back to hiz own desk , I presume.

Q. Did you see what happenod at the desk or d4id you not?
A. No, sir, 1 did not.

Q. Were you continuing to wetch EVANS?

A. Yes, sir.

A,

Q. And were you using binoculars or not?

A. No, sir, 1 wasn't.

Q. What did you see?

A. 1 stil]l could see EVANS on s steady bearing coming towards me, fine on the port bow.

+ Could you tell the aspect of EVANS which was closest to you?l Could you tell whether it
was port or starboard end which was closest to you?

A. T could see EVANS atern to the left and I could see ber bow to my right. Yes, her starbosrd
bow was closest to us.

o

Q. You said, I think, that as you watched she appesred to be on a steady bearing, 4id you not?
A, Yes, sir. ’ )

Q. Upon what did you base that belief?
A. Well, T was standing on the bridge, waing one of the edges of the windew - lining my eyesight
to the edge of the window and I could see EVANS in tha seme position. . .

Q. Approximately, what was the range at thia time?
A. 1 only glanced at the rader once, air.

Q. But on a visunl assessment what was the rsnge? [
. T couldn't give you a visual assessment.

A
Q. Were any lights visible on board EVANS?
A

. Ko, sir.
Q. VWhat was the next thing that you heard or saw?
A. T heard the Captain gay, port 30, port 35.

L
Q. Were two orders glven?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the time interval between them!?
A. They were slmost simultanecusly.
Q. And how were they transmitted, these orders, to the wheel bouse?
A. By voice pipe.
Q. By who?
! A, Lieutenant Lamb,

Q. What was the next thing you heard or saw?
A. Weli, I heard Lieutensnt Lamb say, port 30, port 35, and I heard coming up the voice pipe,

port 30, port 35. Then I heard the Captain say, two short blasts, so I dashed over to the atarboard
entrance and pulled the lever and gave two ahort blasts.

Q. 1In relation to the orders to the wheel house, was it dome by the voice pipe or by some
intercom?
A. By voice pipe, air.

Q. Did you at any time take s bearing using the pelorus to take the bearing of the EVANS?

A. No, sir.
Q. What was the next thing you noticed sbout the movemant of MELBOURNE?
A. She was swinging to port, sir.

Q. And where was EVANS at thia stage in relation to MELBOURNE?
A. After I gave the two short blasts, I couldn't see BVANS. The next time I saw her she was
on our starboard bow.

Q

+ And what appeared to be her course? I mean was she steady or turning? .
A, I'm not sure whether she was steady or turning, but I could see her - she vas beam on to
us on our starboard bow.

Q. At that stage what was the range between them?
A. It wap very close, sir.
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Q Q. You said that after the two short blasts that you caultln't see EVANS, vhat was the resson

for that?
A. There was 8 lot of movement on the bridge, sir.

Q. Movement of ....
A. Personnel.

‘. Q. Where were they in ralation to you and the view shead?
A. They were all in front of me, sir.

Q. Did you see anyone taking bearings of EVANS using the pelorus?
A. Yes, sir, When I first returned onto the bridge I saw Lieutenant Lamb taking a bearing.
That's the only time 1 saw anyone take a bearing on EVANS.

Q. Apart from you, did you see sanyone using the radar display st this time?
A. 1 cennot recall, sir.

Q. Well, you've brought us up to the period of time when the range between the two ships wes
closing rapidly, did anything happen as you recall before the collision?
A. Yes, pir, we made two pipes over the main broadcast system.

Q. What were they?
A. Hsnds to collision: stitions, hands to emergency stations.

Q. What about engine orders, did you bear any of them?
A. No, sir, I didn't, sir.

Q. Did you see the actual impact between the two ships?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the angle then between the two ships heads - the heading between the two ships

provided what angle?
: Well, I saw MELEOURNE still ewinging to port and I saw-EVANS broad.on its beapr literally

coming into us.

Q. Can you give an estimate of the heading betwsen tha two ships at that time?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you hear at sny time the Quartermaster'a voice or the Helmsmen's voice on a loud

speaker?
A. I cannot recall, eir.

Q. Did you hear, at any time, i{nstructions to pass a signal, "you are on a collision course™?
A, BNo,sir.

Q. Was there any period of time in which you were away from the brldge,' spart from vhen you
weat to shake the Navigator?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you observe the ship's heading at any time after the impact on the compass or on the

gyro atrip repeater?
A. Yea, sir. 185 at the time of the of collision, sir.

Q. HRow clo=¢ to the time of collision did you observe 1857
A. Immediately after tha collision or upon collision, I glanced at ths ...,

Q. And vhere ia the gyro strip repeater on whlch you rasd 1857
A. Situsted high on the bulkhead, above the bridge windows.

Q. And as you observed that was the ship steady on that or still ewinging?
A, The moment thet I noted thet, she appeared to be stesdy on that, sir.

Q. What other orders do you recall hearing just after colliaion?
A. I heard stop both engines, half astern both engines, but I cammot remember what order they

were given.

Q. When you looked at EVANS did you have difficulty or not in determining har outlins as she
came on the port bow? I1'll withdraw that. What were the conditions of visibility affecting EVANS

vhen you observed her as you said fins on the port bow?
A. It was a dark night, a clear atmosphers and thera wvas some woonlight over the sea. 1 could

make out the outline of EVANS quite distinctly.

Q. Could you form an estimate of the course that she was stesring?
A. Approximately 030.

Q. Do you recall what the base course was at the time EVANS wvas given the "Formation one"

signal?
A. Base course was 220, sir, speed 18.

Q. Do you recall what the course being steered at that time waa?
A. 260, eir.

“@\m\.‘%\“\
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Q. And until the order port 30, port )5, was thare any alterstion in MELMOURNE's course of
* . A. Hone whatsoever, sir.

Q. What was MELBOURNE's spwed?
4. We bad 18 knota rung up on the engine order talegraph, eir.

Q. Could you give us an eatimste of the time that alapsed from the port 30, port 35 order and
the collision when you observed 185 on the strip indicator?

A. Only very roughly, perhaps 3 minutes.

Senior Member: Could you repeat that question please.

Counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS): The questiop, sir, what was the interval of time batween tbe
time the port 30, port 35 order wa- given and the tima of the collieion?

Senfor Member: And vhat was the answer.
Witness: 1 couldn't judge how much time had elapsed during this period.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the Board (CDR GLASS):

Q. What was happening during that pariod?

A. There waa a lot of movement. The Navigator was moving to the main broadcast, I was getting
out of his way, the bridge messenger was Setting out of everybody's way amd the Captain was on the
bridge. The Offfcer of the Watch, I think I saw him stending behind the pelorus, and, the tectical
operators were moving about their dask. )

Q. Coming back to the subject of lighting, when you first went to the brilliance control what

condition were they in?
A. ‘Dim, eir.

Q. And vhat did you do?
A. Turned them to full brilliance.

Q. If the brilliance controls are to dim and the master switch ie off, what lights if any are
showing?
A. None vhatsoever.

Senior Member: While we are on that subject, wes the master awitch tutned to "on" prior to
the time that you turned the dimmer controls to full brilliance?

Witness: Yes, it was, sir.

Senior Member: Could you sstimate tha time period between the time tha master switch was turned
on and the time that you turned tbe dimmer controls up? o

Witness: LT LAMB made the switch. As he made tha svitch, I was valking back bahind the bridge
to turn up the lights, a0 wvhatever time it took me to atep 10 to 15 feet, that's how long I estimate
they were on dimly.

Senior Member: So it was just a few seconds, {s thet what your anpwer is?
Witness: Yes, sir.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOAXD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the Board

Q. Before you or LT Lemb did anything about the lighting, ¢1d you have any visual observation
as to the state of the ships lighting?

A. Before three o'clock, I had chacked the mssthesd obstruction lights and I do remember thay
were off. I also remember the starboard navigatfenal side lights wes off, but I cannot racall
whether or not I sav lighting on the flight deck before three o'clock, before I was told to switch
the 1lights tc full frillisnce.

Counsel for the Board: May we have a racess while we changs raporters.
Senior Member: Yes we will recess for 12 minutes.

The Board recessed st 1620 hours, 19 June 1969

ot renfD
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The board opened at 1632 hours, 19 June 1969,

All persons connected with the bomrd who were present when the open session of the board recessed
, are again present in open seszion, Sub-Lieutenant Viacheslav Vorobieff, Royal Australian Navy, was
. reminded that he was under oath and was examined as follows:

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board ia reconvensd in open session and any persons who
Eay be called as witnesses are Tequired to lesve the doard roam.

EXAMINATION BY COURSEL IR THE BOARD

¥

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. 3Back to the gubject of lights, can I ask You this? You showed a four position switeh for
various other lightg, not navigation lights, 1s that independent of the master switch or does that
also depend on the master switch?

A. It 1g dependent on the master switch, sir,

Q. And in relation to the dimmer control you teola us, I think, it is clockwise to get it from
¢ dim to full brilliance, is that right?
" - A. That 1s correct, gir,

Q. If you go back anti-clockwise from full brilliance to dim and continue going in the same
.8irection what happens?
A. You will get dim again, sir.

Q. Is there any position that you put them off altogether?
A. NO, 811'0 .

Q. That night when you were carrying out your orders to switch up to full brillafice did you
get 1t the right way to start with or not?

A. T kept twisting untdl I g€ot full brillance and then it went elightly dim and I just twigted
it back until, to my best Judgement, the indicator showed it at full brilliance.

Q. 5o you did have some difficulty with it., You had it on dim for a whila, did you?
A. Yes, gir, I had it from dim to full brillience to little bit less brilliant then back to
. £l brilliance, .

Q. Did you ever have them campletely off7
A. No, sir.

Q. You told us that you maw the deck clock at & particular time. Did ¥You happen to look at it
at the time of the colligion? :
A. No, sir,

Q. From the time you joined MELBOURKE, approximately how many day and night watches have you
kept up to the time of the collision?
'( A. I have been keeping an equal mmber of day dnd night watches., But for this exercise the -
watch bill came out and said that I wag Just keeping night watches, :

Q. And what watch keeplng experience have you had in ships before you joined MELBOURNE?
A. I had limited experience in watch keeping on SUPFLY, VAMPIRE, and SYDREY during my time as
& midshipman.

Q. What 1s your particular purpose in being in MELBOURNE at this tims?
A. For training, sir,

Q. Can you tell us how many watches altogether, day and night, you had kept in MELBOURKE prior
to the time of the colligion, in approximate figures?
A. Approximately fifty,

Q. Approximately fifty? )
A. Yes, gir, This figure mAy be a little high, but it 1s the best answer I can give you,

Q. At the time of the collisicn was the truck light or the red obstruction light burning?
A. I can't really recall this because during the night I was switching it on and off and 1 just
cannot remember whether it was burning at that time.

Q. For what purposes had it been switched on and off during the night?
A. For helicopter launch and recovery operations,

Q. Was that a job that was given to you te dof
A, Ideutensnt Lamb would tell me when he vanted the light on and when he would want the light
off and I always did this,

Q. Where was the switch for thia?
A, It vaz also on the navigational lights panel,

Q. The panel whith is shown in Diagram 27
A. Yes, gir,

Q. Is it also controlled by the master switch? “‘} ‘S,S,\“".“

A, ¥o, wmir. \
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Q. You can syltch that on while the master switch is off?
A. That's correct, sir,

Q. Was there any occasion during your watch when the overtaking light was the only light on?
. No, sir, but during the night I was receiving reports from the life buoy sentry on the
quarterdeck and each time he reported to me that the overtaking light was not burning at all,

R. You remember glving testimony that Lieutenant Lamb switched on the master switch at the
forward end of the compass platform?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When he did that and before you got to the dimmer control what lights did that bring on, if
you are able to tell us?

A. That would bring on the forward and after steaming light, the overtaking light and the port
and starboard island side 1lights.

Q. To what degree of brillimnce? Brought them up to wvhat level?
A, To dim, sir.

Q. Fow do you base that statement merely on a fardliarity with the way the lights work or upon
an obaervation?
A. An observation of the dimmer indicators.

Q. I see, observation of the indicators, but nmot & viaual observation of the lights themself?
A, Yes, sir,

Benior Member: Has counael completed?
Counsel for the board ‘(CIR Glass): Yes,

Senior Member: Do we have expectation of a classified session from thie witnese?

. . -

Counsel for the board (CIR Glass): Not so far as I can see,
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senlor member:

Q. Mr, Vorobleff, during your period aboard MELBOIRNE at night have you ever noted any occaalon
when an indicator light would appear to indicate that ite assoclated nmavigational light was on but
in fact the report was received that the light itself was not onf

A. Never, sir,

Q. Have you ever seen an occasion when an indicator light was off but the report was recelved
that the light itself was on? .
A. Ko, I haven't, sir.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of this witness.

Counsel for the board: At this juncture you are informed that you may make a statement eoncerning
any matter relative to the investigation which has not yet been brought out by questions which you
think should be put on record. Is there anything you wish to add of an wnclaseified nature to what
you have said?

IT Vorobleff: Yes, I think I sald earlier that I didn't hear the bridge intercom to the wheel
house belng used. In fact I did hear it being used at the time of the colligion, But prior to that
1l only saw and heard Iisutenant Iml?‘ using the voice box. That is all I wish to say.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

Q. When you heard it being used for vhat purpose was it being used during the time of the
collision?

A, I heard it being used immediately after the collision.

Q. For the transmission of what sort of orders?

A. Again, I am not sure, but I heard two orders given, "Stop both engines; half astern both
engines” but I cannot remember which order they were given in,

Counsel for the board (CTR Glasa): Does the board have any qQuestions?

Senior Member: HNo. i
The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hel_ring rocm.

Lieutenant Thomes Mawson, Royal Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was sworn,
and examined as follows: ‘

“&%\,!%5%\?\&“
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Counse]l for the board: ILieutenant Mawscn, you have besen called as & witness for this boara of
investigation which is inguiring into the clrcumstances surroumding the collision of the HMAS
MELBOURRE and USS FRARK E, EVANS because it is understood that you have evidence which oy assist

| “the board in their investigation., You are advised that the svidence iz being received in open
Ct . session of the board and that disclosure of clasaified information ie not authorized during open
session, Should the answer to any question that you are asked require you to Aisclose clagsified
information, you are reguested not to answer the question, but to advise the board that the answer
would require you to disclose classified information., In those cases you wlill later b: given the
te opportunity to testify as to the classified information in closed sessgion, However, if you can
answer the question either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific classified details
you should do sc adviaing the board of any desire to amplify at later closed session., Do you
understand that so far?

LT Mawson: I do, sir.

Counsel for the board: Under the rules of procedure of thig board no witneae may be compelled
to answer any guestion the anawer to which may tend to incriminate him and he ray refuse to answer
any such question.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you please atate your full name?
A. Lieutenant Thomas Mawson, Royal Navy.

Q. To what ship are you currently attached?
A. Her Majesty's Ship CLEOPATRA,

Q. And were you so attached on the early morning of 3 June 19597
A. That 1 correct, sir,

(] .
Q. At that particular time were ¥You on watch on board the CLEQPATRA?
A. T was the Officer of the Watch,

Q. Where did you have station as Officer of the Watch?
A. On the bridge, sir.

Q. At that time was CLEOPATRA in company with USS FRANK E, EVANS and HMAS MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, she was, gir,

Q. Do you recall the disposition which the group was in at that time? Without going into
claggified detail,
A, The disposition was a number of ships screening the main body consisting of a carrier,

Q. And where vas CLECPATRA in relation to MELBOURNE and EVARS? :
A. CLEOPATRA was on the port beam of MELBOIRNE and sopething like on the port quarter of EVANS.

Q. Golng back a step, do you recall the base course of the formation during the time of your
midwatch?
A. Yeag, sir.

Q. What was 1it?
A, 220 degrees,

Q. And base speed?
A. 18 knots,

Q. Was the group rigragging?
A. The group was zigzagging.

Q. What was the number of the plan?
A. I'm not quite sure if that is classified information. But the mumher of the plan was 17
Bierra,

Q. Prom what publication, if you recall, was that plan taken?
A, From the operation order.

Q. Whose operation order?
A, FOCAF's Operation Order.

Q. We have FOCAF's Operation Order 1-69 admitted into evidence and I ask you if that ism the
document from which the plan was taken?
A. That was the document, sir,

Q. Would you review the zigzag plan therein and refresh your recollection as to the plan for
the board, please?
A, This is the zigzag plan that was in force, sir,

Q. By this you mean which one, 1f I may esk?
A. I made a mistake, in fact., The plan was 13 Blerra.
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Q. Thank you, At approximately 0300 of your v;teh do you recall the course on wvhich the

formation was steaming?
A. I believe it was 219 degrees.

Q. Am et approximately 3:10 do you recall the course of the formation?
A. 260 degrees. )

Q. At about that time do you recall a signal being sent to FRARK E, EVANS from MELBOURNE?
A, T didn't hear the signal myself, but my Ops Roam told me that EVANS had been told to form
column,

Q. Do you recall the distance that EVANS had been told to form column at?
A. I believe it was 1,000 yards.

Q. At that time what was your position....Let me start over. Were you at that time able to
see both EVANS and MELEOURNE?
A. I was, sir,

Q. Would you state what you observed as to the motions of the two ships? -
A. At the time of the execution of the signal, eir?

Q. Yes, please. )
A. I looked at EVANS and EVANS appeared to have turned to starboard and was heading at about
030, MELBOURNE was steady on her course and speed for that leg of the zigzag.

Qs Can you estimate the distance hetween the EVANS mnd MELBOURNE st the time EVANS turned to
starboard?
A, Ko, I can't, sir, -

Q. After EVANS turned to starboard what was the pext thing you observed or heard?
A, The next thing I heard was my Ops Roan coming up on Aqtion Information interoom and sayling,
YMELBOURNE has told EVANS she 1s on a collision course, How does it look?"

Q. And vhat did you do at the time?
A, I looked at the FPT and saw that the contacts were closing,

Q. Did you also make a visual observation?
A. Yes, I 414, sir.

Q. What did you see by visual observation?
A. I saw both ships closing very fast.

Q. Could you tell their mpproximate relative bearing from each other at that time?
A. No, I couldn't, )

Q. You have not indicated your poaition on the dridge, could you do that at this time?
A. T was standing at the pelorus, in the center of the bridge, looking through the windows ocut
) of the starhboard side.

Q. Doer the CLEOPATRA have an Open of a closed bridge?
A. A closed bridge, sir.

Q. And vwhat is the approximate aize of the window through whish you were locking?
A, About 3 feet by 2 feet.

Q. And did you have clear visibility of both MELBOURNE and “EVANS?
A. Yes, I aiq, sir,

Q. After observing them closing, at a rapld rate, did you observe any action by either ship at
that point?
A, Fot at that point, sir,

Q. Would you relate then what happened next?
A, T looked back at the PFI and I saw that the contacts in fact were merging. I then looksd
back vieually and saw EVANS' green light and there were cther lights on the deck of MELBOURRE.

Q. Had you previously seen any lights on either ship?
A. Ko, sgir.

Q. Did you see any other lights on EVANS - other than her green light?
A, XNo, sir, .

Q. At that time what lights did “you see on MELROURNE?
A, There were a number of white lights, I can't distinguish what they were. They may have
been upper deck lighting or moon lighting or something like that.

Q. Did you see any light on MELBOIRRE that you couid identify as navigation lighta?
A. No, sir, I couldn't. : :

Q. Did you sttempt to see such lighta?
A, No, I dian't.

Q. VWere you looking through binoculars or with the nakmed eye?
A. BEinoculars, sir,
264
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Q. At that tine, could you estimate the viaidility with reupect to making out the ghape of a
ship the size of a destroyer?
A, I could see clearly a ship's outline at about L to 5 miles,

Q. Wes that with the naked eye or assisted by binoculars?
A. Assisted by binoculars.

Q. Were you looking through binoculars during this period that you have described?
A, I was, sir,

Q. Were you alternating your binoculars back and forth between the two ships? Ia that what
you were doing?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And do you believe that through binoculars you could get a good estimate as to the course
of the ghip you were observing?
A, No, sir,

-~

Q. Within what approximate accuracy do you feel that you could have determined the course of
the ship you were obmerving?
A. About L5 degrees,

Q. Lieutenant Mawaon, did you observe tha actual collision between EVANE and MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, pir,

Q. And what did you see?
A, It was difficult to make out the nct.unl impact but I saw a lot of smoke and steam at the
point of impact. And saw EVANS heel over and then she was lost from my view.

Q. Did you hear any radio transmission during the period from the signal, "Take ptation astern”
and the collision?
A. Ko, sir, but my Tactical Primary was being manned in the Opa Roam,

Q. It was not being manned on the bridge also?
A. It was manned by a young inexperienced rating, whe did not alvays pass the signals.

Q. Lieutenant Mawson, if I gave you a felt-tipped pen and the board behind, could you in two
separate diagrams indicate for the board the relative positions of CLEOPATRA, MELBOURNE and EVANS?
A. At vhich time?

Q. Tvo times, First of all the time at which the aignal was executed "form colimn” and secondly,
Just before ceollision?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Lieutepnant Mawson, I believe you have previously made such a drawing. If you need that
drawing to refresh your recollection you may do so now,
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Let the record indicate that a document is being given to Lieutenant
Mawaon solely for the purpose of refreshing hie recocllsction.

A. Thig is MELBOURNE (indicated by "M"), CLEOPATRA (indicated by "C"), and EVANE (indicated by
"E") at the point I noticed EVANS, after the execution of the signal to "Form columm".

Q. Coull you indicate approximate ranges on that diagram by dotted lines and then the figures
representing the range in yarde?
A. (Witness di1d as directed,)

Q. Could you give the approximate bearing of MELBOURRE from CLEOPATRA st that time?
A, (Witness did as directed,)

Q. Can you indicate MELROURRE's heading at that time as you understood it, or observed it?
A, (Witness d4d as directed.)

Q. Can you estimate the heading of EVANS and indicate it on that draving?
A. Very approximate (witnese did as directed).

Q. Underatood. Now, I understand that that iz the first relative position of the three ships
soon after you heard that EVANS had been ordered to execute "Form One”, is that correct?
A. That 1s correct, sir,

Q. Lieutenant Mawson, would u. write Exhibit 51 at the bottom of that diagram?
A. (Witness did as dlirer.-'t',edj°

Counsel for the board: At this time we would request the admizsion into evidence of that document
as Exbibit 51, : )

Senier Member: (Indicating the affirmative by nodding head.)

Q. Now, sir, would you turn that sheet over and write at the bottom of that Exhibit 52, and
at this time sketch the relative positions of the thres ships at the time you observed them just
prior to collisiom?

A, (Witness 412 as directed. )
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Q. Thank you, sir. You may resume your seat, At that time do you have an estimste as to the
heading -of the MELBOURNE and EVANS?

A. They appeared to be on reciprocal courses. I didn't see any movement on MELBOURKE so I
assumed that she was on 260, EVANS was on a reciprocal course to that.

Counsel for the board: We ask that that diegram be admitted into evidence as Exhibit 52,
Benlor Member: Yes,

Q. Did you at anytime-during the period of this event note the time?
A, Yo, alr.

Q. Did you note the time of the collision itself?
A. No, sir, .

Q. With respect to the lights you saw on MELBOURNE, was the entire flight deck lighted or only
part of it or could you tell?
A, I ctouldn't tell vhether the whole of the flight deck was 14t, sir, but it appeared to be.

Q. Had you seen lights of this character on MELROURNE before?
A, Not go many lights, sir.

Q. Can you tell at approximately what time, with relation to other events, that the lights on
the MELBOURNE came on?
A, A few seconds before the actual colligicn. At the same time that I saw EVANS' green light,

Q. From your position were you able to hear any vhistle signalas?
A. No, sir. .

Q. Wac there anyopne on CLEOPATRA who was in a better position than you to obserye the events
that you have just related? :
A. I don't think so, sir.

Q. Can you give an estimate of the range between EVANS and MELBOURKE at the time you have
indicated that Exhibit 52 depicta?
A, It iz Jifficult for me to estimate a range between,.. Can I point?

Q. Yes, you may. There ic a pointer in front of you,
A. It ip difficult to estimate a range across there (witness indicating distance between
MELBOURNE and EVANS) but the distance between the two ships bows appeared to be about half a cable,

Q. Translated into Americanese is that 100 yards, approximately?
A, One hundred yards, yes.

Q. Golng back to the light you saw, did you at anytime see any light other than the green
light on EVANS?
A. No, sir.

Q. You never saw a red light at any time?
A, No, slr,

Q. Did you see any colored lights on MELBOURNE at anytime?
A, Ko, sir.

Q. Lieutenant Mawson, I have what appears to be the Tactical Primary Voice Log k=pt on the
bridge of CLEOPATRA on the night of 2 and 3 June. I would ask you if ¥You recognlze the document.
I have marked it for identification as Exhibit 53.

A. This may have been the log that was kept on the bridge or the Ops Roam, sir. ] can only
tell by looking inside (witness examined the document), This appears to be the log kept in the
Ops Roam,

Q. Do you recognize that document as a CLEOPATRA log?
A, Yei, sir,

Q. Does it cover the pericd of 2 = 3 June?
A. There is no date here, but I recognize the operator's writing.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, sir, we request the admission of this
document as Exhibit 53.

Senfor Member: That may be admitted.

Counsel for the board: Bir, I intend to limit it to the applicable portions of 2 and 3 June
and we request authorlty to substitute a copy at a later time,

Senior Member: Permiassion granted.

Q. Lieutenant Mawson, you have shown, in Exhibit 52, EVANS as fine on the port of MELBOURKE.
Is that approximately like you intended?
A. This 1s how I sav it,

Q. At the distance you were and under the conditions of visibility, could it be possible that
EVANS could have been either dead ahead or slightly on the starboard bow of MELBOURNE?
A, Ko, sir, :
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Q. You feel confldent that the EVANS was in fact on the port bow of MELBOURNE?
A. I know that EVANS was on the port bow of MELBOURRE because EVANE' waterline was below
MELBOURNE's at the time I show here,

Q. Can you estimate an approximate time between the situation depicted in Exhibit 52 and the
actusl colldsion?
A. Two or three seconds, sir,

Q. Two or three seconds?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Ildieuvtenant Mawson, could you indicate to the board yor qualifications as a watch keeping

“officert

A, T have held a watch keeping ticket since 1963, I think it was February or March of 1963.
My experience of watch keeping in a ship of a frigate type has been the CLECFATRA which has been
at sea operationally since May last year. I have had experience getting my ticket in 1961 and
1962 in a destroyer. .

Q. That was prior to getting your ticket, but in training as a Junior Officer of the Watch or
Becond Officer of the Watch?
A, Becond Officer of the Watch.

Q. Since 1963, and prior to coming to the CLEOPATRA, what has been your experience at sea?
A, Driving emall MFV's from Harwich to Ostend on, I think, nine cccasions - weekend trips -
taking Juniors to Ostend fur sea training.

Q. Would you expiain.mt you mean by MFV's? S -
A. Motor Fishing Vezsels, 90 feet in length,

Q. Would you indicate in a little more detail your experience ez a naval officer from first
recelving a commigeion in the Roys) Havy? - . . ,
A. I was commissioned in 1961, I spent two years in HMS CCRUNKA, s Battle class destroyer,

Q. Would you spell the name, please?
A, C-O-R-U-N-N-A, I then went to the Commander in Chief, Flymouth Staff, for two and a half
gears. Ard then I went to HMS Ganges for new entry training. I joined HMS CLECPATRA in December
7'

Q. And have you stood, have you kept watches as Officer of the Watch in CLECOPATRA, since
December of 672
A, Exactly, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions, =ir,
EXAMINATION BY THE BQOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr. Mawson, you have testified, if my notes are correct, that the MELBOURNE's lighte came
on a few seconds before collision, iz that correct?

A. T didn't see them came on, sir, I noted them there at the same time I maw EVANS' green
light, S -

Q. You were not in fact watching when they were turned on?
A. No, air, .

i
Q. Have you ever had any difficulty on prior occasions in making out !IELBOURN}s mavigation
lights from the distance you indicate, that 1s two and a quarter to two and a half miles?
A, FRo, sir. .

Q. At the bearing from which you were oburviﬁg MELBOURKRE and given her aspect, would the port
navigation light of MELBOURNE have been acreened from your view or would it have been viszible?
A. It would have been visible, sir, but it may have been lost in the background of the other

lights.

Q. But you were in the arc of visibility of the port navigation light?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. With respect to Exhibit 52's deplction of the situation and given the aspect of MELBOURNE'
at that time, what would you estimete MELBOURNE's course t0 have been at time of impact?
A. Bke would be & little bit to port of that, but I am not sure that I could estimate the course,
.ir- '

Q. How closely can you estimate the course of MELBOURRE in Exhibit 527
A, I couldn't say, sir.

Q. You indicate that at time of impact she may have been a littls bit to port of the indication
1n Exhibit 527
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Could that be taken to mean that you wers conscious of MELBOURNE's head moving to port?

A. I wasn't conscious of it, sir, I just bxve & general dmpression and T saw BELBOURNE and
EVANS at the moment of impact. It is difficult to say exactly what heading each ship was on because
there vas a lot mmoke and steam. ‘
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Questions by a member (CAPT Shands): You mentioned that upon observing the two waterlines you
thnusht.l it would not be possible for EVANS to be on the starboard bow of MELBOURNEY

A, That's correct, sir.

Q. Would not the relative positions of the two waterlines.indicate that one ship was closer
to you than the other, In this case that EVANS was closer to you than MELBOURNE - their waterline
being lower, I believs you said?

A, Yﬂl, sir,

Q. And added to that, as I understood you to say earlier, you felt that you couldn't estimate
the course of the ship closer than 45 degrees, could it not be possible that MELBOURNE's ship's head
was in fact further to port than indicated on your drawing at sbout the same range and, therefore,
far enough around for her to have EVANS' fine on MELBOURNE's starbosrd bow?

A, It is possible, sir.

Q. It is poesible?
A, Yes, sir,

Questionas by the penior member:

Q. Mr. Mawson, with respect to the white lights you saw on the MELBOURNE, do you believe that
you were locking at the pources of the illumination itself or at reflections from the sources of
the i1llumination?

A. I think the majority were reflections from sources, but I couldn't be sure about that, sir.
I just got the impression of a lot of upper deck lights,

Q. Did you see any red truck light?
A. Ko, sir. '

Benior Member: Do you expect to receive classified testimony from this v.ltness?r

Counsel for the board: We do not intend to, sir.

Sanior Member: The board has no.further questions.

Counsel for the board: Mr. Mawson, you are informed that you are privileged to make any
further statement covering the subject matter of this inguiry that you think should be & matter
of record which has not been previously and fully brought out by the questioning of you. Do you
have any statement at this time?

IT Mawson: Ko, sir,

Counsel for the board: Do you have any information which you feel should be disclosed in a
classified session? :

IT Mawson: No, sir,
The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room.

The board adjourned at 1730 hours, 19 Jurme 1969,
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ELEVENTE DAY

The board reconvened in executive session at 0830, 20 June 1969, During this session the
board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript snd planned future proceedings of the
3 Soard. At the conclusion thereof, the board reconvened in open session at 1023 hours, 20 June
. 1969,

1 All persons connected with the board, who ware present when the bosrd adjourned, are again
) present.

Senior Member: The haaring i{s now open.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glsse): The board now being in open session, it is necessary to
point out thst any person who has been told he is a witness, or who may be a witness, is asked
to withdrav from the board room.

Sub-Lieutenant Brysn Sidney Twyman, Royal New Zealsnd Navy, was called as a vitness by counsel
for the board, wes sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by Counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Sub-Lieutenant Twyman, it is my duty as counsel to advise you that you have been called
as a vitness for this board of fnvestigation, which {s inquiring into the circumatances surrounding
the collision of HMAS MELBOURME snd US5 FRANK E. EVARS, because it is believed that you have
evidence which may sssist the board in its investigation. You are adviged that the evidence is
being received in open session of the board, and that disclosure of classified information is not
suthorized during open aession. Should tha answer to any question you are asked require you to
disclose classified information, you are requested mot to answer the question, but to advise the
board that the snswer would require you to disclose clesified information. 1In such case you will
lster be given an opportunity to tastify as to classified information in closed session. However,
1f you can sanewer the question in part er in general terms without disclosing specific ¢classified
information you should do ao. You ahould also advise the board of your desire to amplify any
clessified information in a later closed seasion. You are alac advised that you are not obliged
to snswer any question, the answer to vhich may tend to incriminate you. Are those matters
underatood?

A. Yes, oir.

Q. What is your full name and rank?
A. Bryan Sidney Twyman, Sub-Lieutenant, Royal New Zealand Ravy.

Q. To what ship are you presently appointed?
I A. Her Majesty's New Zealand Ship, BLACKPOOL.

Q. And were you in that ship on the night of the 2nd amd 3rd of June?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What watch were you keeping on that night? \
A. I was the Officer of the Wstch, of the middle watch - on the bridge -
on the night in question.

Q. Who else was keeping that watch with you?

A. T had an assistant Officer of the Watch, who was Ensign R. A. Borrie, a junior officer
under training. Also, on the bridge was the signalman and there was a full operations room
crew, below, ’

Q. That name of the officer standing watch with you was Ensign Borrie wasm't Lt?.
A. Yes.

]
Q. 4 full staff, I think you said, in the operations room?
A, Yes, sir. :

Q. And what other aignalman or other persoms of that kind were with you on the bridge?
A. On the bridge there was wyself, my Second Officer of the Watch, Ensign Borrie and one
signalman, who was monitoring the circuit.

Q. V¥Now what length of watch keeping experience have you had before that mnight?

A. 1 had four years sxperience in Roysl Fleet Auxiliaries, including one year as a certificated
wetch keeping officer. Since this time, I've had two and a half years experience in the Royal
New Zealand Navy and I've spent the last year and a half in BLACKPOOL.

Q. When did you obtain your watch keeping certificate?
A. My naval wvatch keeping certificate, I obtained in November of 1967. Prior to this I
held...1 otill hold a merchant navy certificate.

Q. Which you obtained in what year?
A, In 1963,

Q. How many ships were in company with BLACKPOOL on the night of the 2n0d and 3rd of June?
A. There were five destroyers in company with MELBOURNE. We wers formed in an anti-submarine
I acreen. There were thres shipas, three destroyers, in the immediate screen and two more were
stationed further away from the carrier. .
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Q. 'Well, which were the two which were the furthest from the carrier?
A. The USS LARSON and the USS KYES.

Q. And of the other three, were was BLACKPOOL?
A. BLACKPOOL was stationed - was the center ship of the three. I was staticonsd in a sector

which was from....

Q. Perhaps you could tell us just which .ship wason your right, and which was en your left?
A. On my right was the USS EVANS, and on my laft was the HMS CLEOPATRA.

J. You were in a sector which was defined by bearings and ranges, were you not?
A. Yes, »ir.

Q. What was the range from your ship to MELBOURNE?
4. My sector was from....

Q. Not the details, just the approximate range at this time from BLACKPOOL to MELBOURNE?
A, Approximately 4000 yards, sir.

Q. At the time before EVANS was given a Formation ONE signal, what wss the base course of
the formation?
A. The base course was 220, air.

Q. And vhat was the base speed?
A. 18 knots. '

Q. And what.,.Was a zigrag being carried out?
A.  Yes.

3. In accordance with what rigrag plan? ' -
A. 13 STERRA,

. With a zero time or zero hour thet was?
A. 2300, of the night before.

Q. Now during the period from midnight till, say, 0300, had the rigzag been continuously
carried out or had it been, from time to time, I{nterrupted’

“A. It hed been interrupted briefly for short perioda because of helicopter operations from
the carrier.

Q. What was the course upon which the formation was zigzagging st the time the formation
ONE signal was given?
A. The leg of the zigzag was 260 degrees.

Q. And spproximately vhen had the formation gone onto that leg?
A. At 0307.

¢. At the time of the Formation ONE signal, where was MELBOURNE in relation to BLACKPOOL?
4. MELBOURNE was bearing 045 degrees, 4000 yards from BLACKPOOL.

. And at that seme time, when the Formation ONE signal was given, how did EVANS bear from
BLACKPOOL? '

4. EVANS was to the Northwest from BLACKPOOL, spproximately 3000 yards. I did not take an
exact bearing and diastance. :

G- And what was the course that BLACKPOOL was steering at that time?
A, 220 degrees.

4. For vhat purpose was it following this course?

A. EVANS had been told to form sstern of the carrier. I wanted to make sure I was on an ‘
opening course to allow plenty of room for EVANS to come around. If she ceme around {n my
direction, I wanted her .tc have plenty c¢f room to be on sn opening course.

Q. Which way had you expected him to come around?
A. 1 expected him to come to port.

Q. And, by steering 220, did thst sllow plenty of room bstween you and the carrier for him
to come down that way?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where were you observing the situation from at this time?
A. T wes alternating my poaition between the bridge, and I had to go to the outside of the
bridge door, to the atarboard bridge door, because our view abaft of the beam 1s very restricted.

Q. Yes, because your view abaft of the beam i{s restricted from the bridge, where did you go
to get an unrestricted view?

4. Out through the door onto the sterboard wing, which is open and gives good visibility
astern.

Q. Well, frow that atarboard bridge wing, were you sble to observe in what way EVANS was
turning to take up her positfon?
A. With binoculars, yes.
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) 2. ‘At the time you heard that eignal, what was the relative bearing of MELBOURNE from your
ship?
A. Approximately 135 degrees on my starboard side.

.
Q. Had you before that gignal, "Roger, my rudder {s right," heard any other signals or is
that the first one you heard yoursalf?
A. That ia the first signal that I heard.
-

J. And the only signal?
A. Yes, sir.

Senfor Member: Had you meintained, Mr. Twyman, your course at 220 throughout this period?
Witness: As far as I can recollect, yes, air.

Cotnsel for the board (CDR Glass): I want you to give us your estimate, as best you can,
nf the time interval between receiving the report from the signalman that MELBOURNE had said,
"You are on a collision course,” and hearing the EVANS transmission, "Roger, my rudder 1s right."
i, It'e very difficult to Pinpoint this to an exact time. There wss a short delay.

Js Were you listening, at this time, wich sttention?
A. Yes, sir.

. Did you expect to hear, or did not expect to hear, a reply before you did? -
A. I'm sorry, I've rather lost the question now. - ’

Q. Yes, well did the reply come from EVANS when you expected it or not?
A. It came rather leter thor I expected.
Q. At this time that we're discussing, whet was the speed of BLACKPOOL?
A. 20 knota,

3. In between the signal which wss reported to you, "You are on a collision course,” and the
signal which you' heard from EVANS, waes there any other signal reported to you.

. Yes, Immediately following the aignal that I heard, the signelman reported to me that
MELBOURNE was coming hard left.

Q. When he reported that to you, where were you?
4. 1 wan, by this time, on the wing of the bridge observing the situation,

Q. Are you able to tell from what you were told whether that signal came i{n Lefore or after
the one that you yourself heard? .

4. No, sir. The signalman, of course, had earphones on and heard, of course, every
traasmission, I turned on the spesker and 1 only heard one. It is possible that there might have
been a delay in writing it down and reperting it., I cannot.honastly say which céme: Firss. The
signal vas Yeported...MELBOURNE's signal that she was comtng hard left was reported to'me by my
éignalman after...imnediately after I heard EVARS 'siy she was coming right.

Q. How long were you standing at the doorway within hearing of the loud spesker after you

heard EVANS signsl?
A. Just momentarily. I heard this and went back out the door.

Q. What was the situation that you were able to observe when you went back to the starboard

wing?
A. 1 saw the two shadows, one of MELBOURNE and one of EVARS. I saw the two ahadowa merge.

Q. What else d!! you see? :
4. The next thing I saw was s search light being ewitched on from MELBOURNE. In the light
from the search light I could see smoke or steam.

Q. Well, what was done i{n your ship vhen this information was distributed about the collision?

4. T ran into the bridge and shouted down the voice pipe to the Operationa Room Officer,
"I think MELBOURNE and EVANS have had a collision ©F @ near miss.” At that time a confirmation of
the collision came over the brosdcast in the Operations Room. The Operations Room Officer called
the Captain. I had all sesman and medical parties piped to close up by the ses boat. I took over
the conn from Ensign Borrie, switched on my navigation lights and mast head lights full and altered
ccurse to atarboard to close the scene. My Captain srrived on the bridge within a few seconds of
beinz informed. I explained briefly the situation, and he took control of the ship. By this time
our res boats were being turmed out. We set course towards what I sscertained was the forward
section of EVANS. Our speed was reduced snd we stopped fairly close, about 30 to 40 yerds from
where I ascertained the forward section was. 1In fact, when we got there, it had sunk and all that
were left were Iife jeckets, life rafts and debris {n the water. We shined our search light into
the water, By this time our boats had been lowered, and there were several other boata from
MELEQURME and helicopters nearby. From the ship we dida’t see any survivors or any bodies; however,
our boats managed to TSEUS two SUIVIVOTA from the water.

+ And where were they taken to? )
» They were taken straight to MELBOURNE.

Lol

Is there anything else you can add to the immediate post-celliaion story?
My relief came up at four o'cloeck for the next watch. Sometims after this, about a quarter
past four, T handed over the watch to him and proceeded to record the events acs they had taken place.

q.
A.
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Q. Of the persons who were on the bridge of the BLACKPOOL at the time, would there be anyone
there who had s better opportunity to observe vhat was bappening than you?

A.  Poesibly the lookouts would have a better view. However, they would not be in touch with
-the situstion and would Possibly not be locking in the right places.

- Do you recognize this record vhich T place before you?
a. Yes,

x+ Could you verify that it is the Primary Tsctical Log which was being kept in PLACKPOOL
v the night in question?
4. Yes, this is the bridge....

<+ That ie the bri&ge's Primary Tactical Log?
A Yes.

~oussel for the board (CDR filass): That being a0, counse! offers this {r evidence as
rehilit 54,

Senior Memher: It may be admitted, counsel.

x- Would vou examined this record and tell me whether that is the Primary Tactical L.y kept
in the Ops Room of the BLACKPOOL on the night in question?
4e Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board {(CDR Glass ): We would like to enter that then as Exhibit 55, 7t being
unlerstood that when a photo of the relevant pages is produced for the record, the documents may
be returned.

Senior Member: Yes, this may he admitted,

* <+ At any stage during the period from the signal, "Pormation ONT," t111 the time of
col%iston, d1d you see any light shown by EVANS?

& Yo, sir.
Tf 1lights were burning in EVANS, would you have been within the arc of visibility?
+ T would have been able to see 4is overtaking lights.

1LY o]

Y. You meationed, Sub-I{eutenant Twyman, the shadows, as you msw it, of the ships about tc
c¢~1lide. Do you recall that?
£.  Yes, sir.

- Cen you tel? us, in perhaps a little more detzil, what was the visibility end appenrance
#f the carrier from your ehip at the time of the collision?

A. At the time of the collision T could see the white msst head eteaming lights. T didn't
specifically look for the port side 1izght. I was happy I was on the port bow. Without binoculars,
¥ou could make out the shape of the carrier. With binoculars, it was poseible to determine,
within 20 degrees either way on what course the carrier wae steaming at any given time.

Q. And whst would you estimate within 20 degrees margin of error, wes the course of the
carrier at the time of ecocllision?

4#. The carrier...I noticed that the carrier was coming left, I could see from the chanping
inclinstion. However, I was not sure of exactly what instant the collision occurred.

Q. At the time of the collision, what was the approximate range and bearing from the

BLACKPOOL to the point of collision?
A, The approximate range was, by this time, about 5000 yards. I didn't take a cCompAss

bearing st this time.

Q. Relative to BLACKPOOL?
A. The two ships were on a bearing of 135.

Q. And you have mentioned at that time, that {s the time of collision, you coulc see
MCIBOURNE'e stesming lights, but you weren't sure about the port running light. Were there any
other lights that you could see?

A. There may have been small deck lights, I camnot tecall for certain,

Q. And at the time of the collision, could you see any lights on EVANS?
A. No, sir.

Senlor Member: The small deck lights were on MELBOUBNE or EVANS? I'm not sure which...

A. On MELBOURNE. It was possible that during some atages of the night, you could see on
VELBOURNE some of their deck Jighta.

Admiral Stevenson: The flight deck?

A. Flight deck lights. It wep possible at some times during the night.
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Counnel for the board (CDR Class): 1I'd like to retrace my steps and yours if I may, Sub-
Licutcnant., Going back to the time when the signalman reported to you, having recefved the
slynal, "EVANS on a collision course with MELBOURNE," can you tell us what you did from the
mament you received that report until the time you heard, poking your head into the bridge, the
signal from EVANS?

A. When I heard the originsl report 1 was on the wing of the bridge. It is only one atep,
i2 and out, T never went more than three feet avay from the bridge door. Again, the whole time
1 was either on the wing of the bridge or just inside - well, half in and half out, T can't
honestly say at any specific moment whether I had one leg inside the door or out. I never moved

.more than three feet,

 DEGVRSSIFED

J. We're trying to amplify, if we are able, what you did from the time you received that
report on the wing of the bridge until the time you heard EVANS signal.

A.  On receipt of the signal that EVANS was approaching on a collision course, I was on the
wing nf the bridge. It's hard to explain this,sir. But to hear what the signalman says you have
to be half into the bridge or in the bridge.

W. Ves. Does that mean that you have to move towerds him to hear his repoert?
4. Yes, sir. The signalman's position is immediately inside the door.

Q. And did he report this to you by word of mouth or did he show you sonething he had
writtea dowmn?
L. By word of mouth.

. 5o you then maved towsrds hio to hear his oral report and then what did you do?
A. I looked ot EVANS.
Q- Yes, from what position?

A. From iust by the door.

2. Yes? ' - . i -

A. T had turned the Joud rpeaker up. 4As I turned up the loud apeaker, 1t's just inside the
btricdge door, as I turned the loud speaker up, or possibly 1 told the sigralman to turn it up,
The Joud speaker was turned up, and it was then that 1 heard from EVANS, "Roger, mwy rudder i
right™,

Q. Are you st{ll unable to give us some estimate &8 to the time intervo!?
&, It's very difficult in those few short minutes to Pin point anything exactly. It was
longer than T would have expected somebody to reply to & signal of that neture.

Q. You mentioned earlier you saw MELBOURNE and EVANS on a relative bearing of 135 degrees
from BLACKPOOL, do you remember that?
A.  On our starboard side, yes.

Q. Now at that stage what was MELBOURNE's aspect or target angle as closely as you c¢an

estimate?
A. T would eny about 40 degrees on her poret bow., 30 or 40 degrees on her port bhow,

Q. I want to take you back before the Formation ONE signal or rather from the time you came
or. watch at Midnight up to about three o'clock. You had the carrier under view I suppose during
that period?

A. Yes, sir.

¢. What was the condition of vieibility as far as the carrier wes concerned during that
period? -
A. At any time throughout the watch from BLACKPOOL, I could gee without binoculars, the
black outline of the carrier. With binoculars I could satisfy my mind what course the carrier
was steering within 20 degrees either vay.

Q. Ancd her aspect with binoculars, did you have any difficulty in determining that?

4. Occasionally, yes air. There sre some views of a carrier wvhich - some views of 8 carrier
which are not as easy as others. My atation was directly in front of the carrier on the base
course, which I say would have made 1t easier for my ship to have an idea of the carrler's
movement,

Q. Be easier for whom?

A, Probably easier than the other ships. I was right in front of the carrier on the base
course zbout which the carrier was tigzagging. I'd probably - 1 obviously got more opportunity
of seeing the cerrier end-on and 1'd say it wae probably easier for me to keep a track of the
carrier's movement than possibly the other ships,

Q. What was the state of the moon light during thia perfod from midnight te 03007
A. There was & fairly bright moon in the sky. 1 can't remember whether it was a full moon,
but it was s fairly bright moon that night.

- Q. DIid you have a radar scope on your bridge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you look at it at any time when EVANS and MELBOURNE were closing?
A, No, sir.
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X- You told us sarlier sbout the 1ights you saw on the MELRBOURNE. Did you see at any time

any "moonlights" on the flight deck of MELEOURNE? You understand the special lights on the....

. A. Yes, 1 pew these lights at rimes during the night. At the actual time of the collision
and shortly before I can't honestly remember {f 1 saw them or not.

y. You mentioned in your earlier evidence the subject of life rafts. Are you able to tell
- s in rezards to them, how many there were, vhat type and where they came from?
A. There were so many dark objects in the water. Thers were certainly quite s number of
Til2 ra®ts. I'm not able to aay where these 11fe rafts came from. They were in the water -
t'c boats were looking into them, I think most of them in fact were empty. Most of them were
enpty b the time we arrived on the scene.

§- When you arrived how many ships were present at the ascene of the collisfon?

<. 3LACKPOOL was the First ship to arrive on the scene, The CLEOPATRA -vas possibly a
little bit further away when we arrived. The two American destroyers were still spproaching
the scene,

<+ S0 far from what you may the 1ife rafts that were then in the wnter must have come
either from EVANS or MELEOURNE.
A, Either from ZVANS or MELBOURNE or possibly from the helicoptera.

d4. Could you tel] whot kind of 11fe rafts they were, Whether they were inflated or not”
4+ There were several fuliy inflated life rafts. 1 did see a couple perhaps that I
noticed that were not inflated,

3. Did BLACKPOOL recover any life tafts?

A. Not Jurfrz the perio? I was on the bridge. I waz on the bridge for-an hour effer thc
ccllininn occurred. I was with the Captsin on the upper bridge, 4c far as I know, during that
hour there wers none recovered, After this I went below to record the everts and the rest of the
forenoon I have mo idea.

N« Vou spoke of recording the events. In what form?

A. Writing up the ship's log book 2nd alsa making my own notes which T thcught was cormon
scnse, I thonoht Lt was the common sense thing to do, normal procedure is to Jot things down
vhile they are sti11 fresh in your mind,

. and have you refreshed your memary from those notes before giving testimony here today?
Fon I have,

- Durlng your watch, midnight to the time of collisian, did ary other ship enter the
sreter apsipned to BLACKPOOL!
A. No, sir.

%- Which escort ship would {n your opinifon have the best appreciction of the carrier's

course when she was heading 2607
4. I would say the ship right abead of the carrier has the best observation.

&. That ship was?
A, Thet would be EVANS in this case.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
‘uestions by the senior member.

4. Mr. Twyman, what merchant services ticket do you hold?
<+ British Secon Mate's Foreign Going Certificate.

Q. When did you pet it?
A. In 1063,

¥. FMr. Twyman, st any time during your watch 3id you eee any ships showing overtakin; Yights?
A. Not that I recall, no sir. .

Q. At any time during your watch were the {nstructions for lighting escort ships such that
they wore required to show overtaking lights?
A. No, sir.

Q. With regard to the doorway on the starboard wing, which you have spoken about, whet was
the arc of visibility from right ahead - from ag far ahead as 1t would go - as you could gee to
as far aft? What was the arc?

A. From just outside the door you can in fact see from right shead to right astern, with the
exception of one signaling lamp, which just covers a few degrees.

Q. Did you see thc actual sinking of the forward section of EVARS? Were your eyes upon it as
it disappeared beneath the water?

A. Ko, sir. 1 was steering 5 degrees to the left of - there were pome white lights in the
water - T initially steadied 5 degrees avay from these lighta. At sometime while Wa wers approaching, -
the forward section sank. T didn't see it myself. I don't think you would have seen it without
peering through binoculars. We were busy getting the ship organized and I didn't actually mee it
go down.
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N+ and in what direction was she turning?
4. She was turning to etarhboard.

Y. and, in the light of that observation, what decision did you make as to BLACKPOOT's courac?
A. T maintsined my course of 220, sir.

- Did you pget a report from the signalman on the bridge?
PN ‘?'ES| sir.

Y. Y%here were you when you received 1t?
.+ T was at this time on the starboard bridge wing.

«+ nand what was it that he reported to you?
&A.  He reported, ''From MELBOURNE to ZVANS. My course is 250."

3. When you received that report from him, did you observe the MELBOURNE?
A, At thia point, I locked st MELROURNE to confirm that she was on this course, and I
noticed st this stagrs that her navigation lights were burning.

J«  Vhat navigation ligkts 41d you see on MELBOURNE?
@& 1 saw the two mast head stesming lights., TFrom this, I could see T was in fact o= the
port bow of the carrier.

Y+ Tn addition to the mast head steaming lights, did you see any other navigation lights?
- 1 may have seen the port navigetionsl light. I was happy that I was on the port bow of
the carrier. I distinctly remember seeing the two white mast head lights, but about the red
light, I'm uncertain.

Q. Very good. Now were you able to estimate what MELBOURNE's course wsa, at that time?
A. Yes, sir. 7T was happy that MELBOURNE was stefring 260 degrees. . -

<+ What was the next report that you had from your signslman?
A. He reported, "From MELBOURNE to EVANS. You are approaching me on a collision ccurse.”™

{. At the time you received this report from the signalman, where were you?
&, 1 was standing by the door to the bridge on the starboard side.

Q. DUd you at that time observe EVANS?
A. Yes, sir.

3. And at that time hcw did she bear from MELBOURNE?

4. This, from my position, would be difficult to judge. She was - her bearing was - to the
lIrft of the carrier, but 1 canrot say whether she was closer to me than MELBOURNL or, in fact,
further away than MELBOURNE. WHis bearing was to the left - that i{s - ahead of MELBOURNE.

Q. Did your obteervation permit you to confirm or deny the report that she war on a collision
course? .
" A. It was obvious that there was danger in the situation. With my binoculara, I ewitched
from one to the other and it locked as 1f a close quarters gituation was developing.

Q. Can you give us an idea of the distance between the two ships at this time?
A. RNot actually, no.

" §» Did you remain then on the starboard wing or did you shift your position?
A:. T remained half in and half out of the bridge door, so I could see what wes happening
and alsc so I could hear the signals.

Q. Row, just investigating thst a little further. ¥From your position out on the extreme
starboard wing, are you able to hear brosdcasts on s Primery Tactical Circuie?
" &, If you are completely outside on the bridge, you cannot hear what is going on because
of the wind.

Q. Where must you go?

A, It's sufficient to just stick your head into the door, out of the wind. And providing
that the loud speaker i{s on, you can then hear the broadcasts.

Q. And is that what you then 4147
A. Yesn,

Q. Hed you heard any of these previous ctgnnls through the loud apesker youraelf?
A. No.

Q. Did you take up that position which you described as sticking your head inside the door?
A. Yes.

Q. And in that position did you heir a signal over the loud speaker?
A. Yes.

Q. What was the apeaker you heard?
A. I heard an American voice say, "Roger, my rudder {s right.:
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Q. At some point during your watch did you have BLACKPOOL's red truck lights or red

nhstruction lights buring?
A. Yes, sir. During the helicopter operation.

. What directions did you get for turning these on or off?

A, These - the red mast head obstruction lights were awitched on in accordance with the
carrier's flying operation and the carrier's movements. When the carrier said that she was sbout
to conduct the operation, the carrier would put on her mast head lights and as soon ag 1 saw

those T awitched on mine.

Q. You are spesking of her mast head red 1lights?
S.  Yes, air.

¢. Would she put on sny other lights at that time?
A, Some flood lighting T presume, yes, sir.

Q. Mr. Twyman, you testified &5 I recall that the signalman told you at some point after the
Format{on ONE signsl, that EVANS was approaching MELBOURNE on a ccllision course. Or that a
megsage to that effect had been received.

A. Yes, sir.

,Q. Iid you happen to observe the mignalmsn as or immediately after he had reported that to
you!
A:. No, sir.

Q. What 1s the practice of logging such signals in the signal log?
A. Each signal as it was received would be written into the log and reported to the Officer

af the Watch,

3. So it was being written as it was actually befrg heasd over the eircuit? -
A. This is normsl procedure, yes, sir. :

Senior Member: 1 have no further questions of this witness in open session, counsel.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Sir, the board will reconvene in closed session and
menhers of the public ere therefore asked to retire.

Senior Member: We will have a short recess.

The board recessed at 1130 hours, 20 June 1969,

DECLASSHFIED
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The board reconvened in closed session at 1137 hours, 20 June 1569, '

All persons connected with the board, who were present when the board recessed were again present.
The previous witness, Sub-Lieutenant Brian Twyman, Royal New Zealand Navy, was recalled as a witness
by counsel for the board, vas reminded of his ocath and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glase):

Q. Now that we are in closed session, I can ask you what were the bearing and range limits
of the sector assigned to BLACKPOOL?

A. My sector was between the bearings 200 and 24O from the carrier, a distance between 3000
and 5000 yards.

Q. Did you have any difficulty keeping within that sector during thiz particular watch?

A, At the very beginning of the watch very briefly, - not in staying within the sector - but
I wasn't happy with the carriers movement, I checked, and as I suspected, I found that my zigzag
clock was not synchronized with the carrier’s. OncecI had synchronized this, I had no trouble for
the remainder of the watch,

Q. Had you received any signsl to synchronize clocks before the zigzag began?
A, Vell, the zigzag had commenced on the previous watch. I understand that the clocks had
been synchronized at that time,

Q. Can you account for the fact that they were out of synchronization when you came on watch
if they were synchronized before?

A, No, eir. I cbserved the carrier's movements and she seemed to be mltering course about
a minute and a half before gshe should be, in which case I checked my clock and found- thisz was the
trouble,

Q. On the subject of zigzeg doctrine, where were decisions made, on the bridge or in the Ope
Room?
A, In the Ops Room in thie case, sir.

Q. Apnd are you sble to tell us what relevant publications the Ops Room waes holding at that time?

A. They held ATP 1{A), volumes 1 and volumes 2, and the changes that were in force for the
exercise, They beld ATP 3 mnd ATP 3(A) es well, arnd the zigzeg plans were alao reproduced in FOCAF
OF CRDER,

Q. And in making their decision on zlgzeg doctrine, are you able to may which of those
publications the Ops Room resorted to?
A, No, sir.

Q. When a time chéck was carried out, how was it done in your ship?

A, 1 checked the bridge zigzag watch, which was an ordinary watch in a little wooden box, I
checked this initially with my operations room, and I found that my watch was one and a half minute
different from the one in the operations roam., The ORO said that his watch was correct and was
also tied in with the carrier's movements,

Q. Did he tell you how he had checked his watch?
A, He didn't tell me, I presume this wae done over CIP,

Q. Do you mean that you believe, that you, h..v'.‘l.ug noticed your watch incorrect or different
from the operations room, he checked that time with the carrier?
A, I can't say when he did that time check.

Q. 5o that you, having found trouble keeping station, you did not in fact institute a time
‘check with the carrier?
A, I did not, sir, and I do not know if the Operationsz Roam Officer did mo at this time.

Q. When you called yp the Ops Room and checked your time against his, was there then a
discrepancy or 4id they sgree?

A. There was a discrepancy of one and a half minutes between my bridge watch and the time
form the operations room,

Q. Did you decide when the time came to change leg and whnt change to make, of did the
Operations Roam supply the information to you?

A. This is left wp to the bridge on a normal routine zigzag. The Officer of the Watch on the
bridge is directly responsible for knowing which leg the carrier is steering, and ke adjusts his
course 20 ar to patrol the sector and to remain within thes sector,

Q. To what extent were you patrolling the sector alloted to you?

A, Ve had a speed advantage of 2 knots, 16 kmote for the carrier, we were doing 20 knots.
This was sufficient to allow me to patrocl my sector fairly vigorously as it was only a narrow
sector, I was not allowed by the rules to get within 500 yards of the adjoining sectors because
they were occupled, A speed advantage of 2 knota in the small pector that I had was sufficient

enough to enable me to patrol this sector,
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Q. What deviation were you followlng from the course of the carrier?
A, Mostly courses wihin 20, 30,,.,. Usually L0 degrees was the maximum fioom the carrier.

- Q. Was the zigzag stopped and resumed during your watch?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. When that happened, was a time check given from ‘the carrier?
A, FNot td my knowledge, sir.

@. Do vou recall when it happened?

A. I cannot recall the time that it happened, It happened possibly sbout one o-clock or one
thirty. The carrier ceased the zigzag, remained on the leg that she was cn, operating heliccpters,
and then resumed the previous zlgzegging.

Senior Member: Was this done by signal?
Witness: Yes, =sir.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {(Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CIP Glass):

Q. Was it your understanding that a particular destroyer had been designated for rescue
purposes that night? .
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what did you understand that destroyer to be
A. The USS EVANS, sir, - . . -

Q. And how d0 you believe that it hed been 5o designated?
A, This iurormation was handed over to me by the previous Officer of the Watch during the
normal handing over of the watch, )

Q. Were you aware of any signals that related to that subject matter?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. What signals?

A. There was an OPGEN that had been i1ssued, I think the previous day, which had stated that
BLACKPOOL would be the rescue destroyer for the night in question, WwWhen I came on watch at mid-
night, I was fully expecting to be rescue destroyer for this night, and it was also handed over
by my predecesor that we were not rescue destroyer, that EVANS was rescue destroyer and this was
also recorded in my Ceptaln's Night Orders.

Q. Were you given to understand by what method that change had been made fram BLACKPOOL to
EVANS?
A. Ko, sir,

Counsel for the board: We have no more questions.
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:
Q. Mr, Twyman, the signal which we have discussed issued by MELBOURNE to the effect that her
course was 260 was shackled, I believe as to the numerals, is that correct? '

A. I understand purely form looking at the notebook, that this was s0.

Q. Ig the unshackling that i= the decoding of the numerals in such case, done by the algnalman
on the bridge? .
A, Yes, Blr,

Q. He does not depénd on Operations Room Informetion in this regard, is that correct?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Does tha Ops Room independently unshackle 1t?
A, The Ops Room independently unshackles each course - each signa) - and then there 1s a
check done between the bridge and the Ops room,

Senior Member: The board has no further guestions for this witness in classified session.
We would like to confer with counsel before the witness iz entirely released,

Counsel for the board {(CDR Glass): BSub-Lieutenant Twyman this being the end of the closed
session for classified information, you are given an opportunity Af you wish to make a further

gtatement of matters of a classified nature which bear on the subject of this investigation and
which have not yet been brought out by questions. Is there any classified material you wish to

mention?
Witness: BFKo, =sir,
Benior Member: We will recess until 1330, m
The board recessed at 1154 hours, 20 June 1969, CONPEDRNBIAL

278

DECLASSIFCE



The board reconvened at 1330 houre, 20 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board, who were presint when the board recessed, were again
present, Sub-lLieutenant Twyman resumed his seat ms a witnese in open session of the board, was
reminded that he was still under ocath and wes examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

R. I want to aek you a few gquestions zbout the rescue operations of BLACKPOOL. Firstly, where
did BLACKPOOL end up in relation to EVARS and MELBOURNE as she came in to help?

A. Approximately 500 to 700 yards, I think it was, ahead of the carrier. It was very cloae
to the position where the forward section had been in the water.

Q. Now you mentioned earlier that one of BLACKPOOL's boats wes able to rescue two aurvivors,
are you able to tell us where they were taken from?

A., T understand from the coxwain of the sea boat, who is a leading seaman, when the boat
returned, he found two people in a life raft, an inflated life raft, He took the two people to
the MELBOURRE, and I believe he took the 1life raft in tow, I understand that one of the passengers
was an Australian Officer and the other person was seaman a geaman from EVANS,

Q. Did he by any chance tell you from what part of the EVANS this EVANS man had come?
A, No, sir,

EXAMTRATION BY THE BOARD
Quastions by the senlor member:

Q. Mr, Twyman, do you know how the Australian Officer got into the water, or intc the life rafi?
A, I understand, sir, that the Autralian Officer had dived into the water to help support the
other sailor that was in the water, ’ ]

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FCOR TRE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Did you learn the namwe of this officer and the man he helped?
A. I don't know the officer's name. I understand he was the diving offlicer fram the MELBOURKE.

Counsel for the board (CIR Glass): Sub-Lieutenant Twyman, you are informed that you have the
right now to make a further statement in relation to any matter that you think should be placed
on record and has not yet been fully brought out, Do you wish to say anything further?

Witness: There is one point from my testimony which has occurred to me that should be clarified,
When EVANS was told to take station matern of the carrier, the carrier was in fact astern of me,
EVANS was on my starboard bow, As I also have sald, when the collision occurred, the carrier was
at 135 degrees on my starboard eside, The only explanation I can give for this, sir, is, ae I said,
my Seccnd Officer of the Watch hed the comm and I had told him to stay on this opening course to
260 to give EVANS plenty of sea roam. I als¢o told him that he could alter pourse to 260 as scon
as EVARS was clear, This, I think, he 314 whilst I was paying attentlon to what was happénirg
over on my starboard side,

Q. Bc it's your belief that at scme stage BLACKPOOL altered course to 260, ‘

A, To 260, I had authorized him to do this as soon az EVANS was well clear, Whilst I was
paying attention to what was happening on my starboard side, I was not consciously aware that the
relative bearing of the carrier had changed. This is the explaneation that I would like to offer
to the board.

Benior Member: Do I understand that you would not have expected him to have reported that to you.

Witness: Yes, sir, I would have expected him to report that, In the few moments that all that
happened he might have very well reported this to me, I was paylng more attention to the situation
on my starboard side. He may well have said, "I'm coming right to 260,” and I may well have saii,
"Very well," . )

Counsel for the board (CIR Glasg): Thank you Sub-Lieutepant Twyman, you are now excused, but
before leaving you are regquested not to discuss your evidence with anyvne other than the members
of the board or counsdl, not to allow any wltness to talk to you about your evidence or about the
evidence he wishes to give and if this happens will you bring it to the attention of counsel?

Sub-Lieutenant Vordbleff was recalled as a witness, reminded of his previous cath and testivies
as follows:'

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):
Q. Do you recall that certain evidence was given yesterday by you about the dimmer switch for

the various navigation lights?
A, Yes, I do, air,
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Q. Now in order to have the record entirely clear on this question, I ask you these following
matters. If you turn the dimmer switch mas far as it will go to the right what effect is produced?
A. - It will g from dim to full brightness and then again to dim,

Q. :’hen it 15 in the. extreme right position 1t will bm?
A, Dim,

Q. And i1f you turn it to the extreme position going left what effect will be produced?
A. It will become dim again,

Q. Is there any position anyvhere between extreme right and extreme left where it hes the
effect of switching off the particular Ught?
A. DNone to my knowledge, sir.

Q. Did you in the courae of switching up to full brilliance that night, turn off any of the
lights altogether? I'1ll withdraw that, When you were given the order to turn up navigational
lights to full brilliance, I think you told us yeeterday that you didn't get 1t qQquite right the
first time?

A. That 18 correct, sir,

Q. -While you were having difficulty, 2id you at any stage turn sy lights off?
A. No, sir,

Q. In order to switch off any light when the master switch is turned on what would be necessary

A. You would have to go to the navigational light switch panel which was opposite the Captain's
cabin and awitch off the individual light itself.

Q. I= there a stage whin the lights are being turned to.Aim by the dimmer control where the
amount of light is quite iriconsiderable? ’ .
A. What do you mean by....

Q. Where you get very 1ldttle light at al1? (pause) When the lights are at their d:l.met, how
much light 1s shown?
A. It should be barely seen.

EYAMINATTION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Hr. Vorobieff, in response to the question, "Is there a position on the dimmer switch at
wiich the lights are turned off,” you said, "None, to my kmowledge," Should we take frem that,
that it 1s possible that there is such a position but You don't know of it?

A, No, sir,

w. - In that case would you care to re-state your answer?
A. By turning the control in either direction you get varying degrees of brightness, but I've
never seen the light on this panel go off campletely, sir,

Qs Is it possible that the dimmer awitch control can be placed in such a position =0 that the

lizhts are off?
A. lio, sar,

Qe If you start with the Jmob on the dimmer comtrol at the maximum brilliance position and
turn it clockwise so that as you have described, the lights grow dimmer, How many degrees must
¥=4 turn the dimmer control through?

A. Approximately 90 degrees to 180 degrees, somewhere in that vicinity, sir.

Q. How far di¢d you turn it past the maximum brilliance position?
A. Just alightly, sir, when I noticed 1t was golng Just a shade under brilljance,

Senior Member: No more questions at this time,

Counsel for the board {CIR Gln.as): You are excused, and it is necessary to warn you again
nct to discuse your evidence with any other witness or to allow any other witness to discuss his
testimony with you.

The board recessed at 1407 hours, 20 June 1969,

RECLASIEED
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The board reconvened at 1hL1> hours, 20 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were agmin present,
Counsel for the board: The board callas LT Clark, Royal Australian Navy.,

LT John Leishman Clark, Royal Australian Kavy, was called as & witness for counsel for the
board, wae duly sworn, and testified as followa:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counael for the board:

Q. IT Clark, you have been called as a witness for this board of investigation, which is
inquiring into the clrcumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and U,S.5. FRANK E.
EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may msaist the board in it's in-
vestigation. You are advised that the evidence is being received in open session of the board
and that disclosure of classified information is not authorized during open seseion., Bhould the
answer to any question you are asked require you to disclose classified information, you are
requested not to answer the question but to advise the bomrd that the answer would require you to
disclose classified information, In euch cames ¥ou will later be given the opportunity to testify
a5 to the classified information in closed sesaion, However, if you can answer the question
either in part or in general terms without disclosing specific classified details, you should do
80, advising the bosrd of your desire to amplify in later closed mes=ion. Under Australian law
it 18 necegsary to warn you that you may refuse to answer wly question the answer to which may
tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture, It will be for You to ralse the objection and for
the board to decide whether You must answer the question or not. Do You understand what I have aaii?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Would you state your name and rank Please? .
A, LT John Leishman Clark. R . +

Q. Would you spell your middle name Please?
A, L-E-I-5-H-M-A-N,

Q. Thank you, And to what ship are you assigned at the present time?
A. I an o member of 816 Squadron on board HMAS MELBOURNE.

Q. Were you so assigned on the early morning of the 3rd of June 19697
A, YeB, eir,

Q. On the early morning of that day, do you recall that a collision between the MELBOURNE
and the EVANS occurred? At the time of that collision, what position were you in?

A. I was in my aircraft sir, prior to starting engines, The alrcraft was parked on "2-Spot”
on the port side of the flight deck.

Q. What type of aircraft were you in?
A, Tracker - SZE,

Q. And what was your location in that aircraft?
A, In the pilot's seat.

Q. Is that on the lefthand or righthand side of the eockpit?
A. Lefthand side.

Q. And would you state where the aircraft was parked in terms of actual position on the
flight deck rather than by mumerical designation?
A. The alrcraft was parked at the forward end of the angle of the flight deck, _

Q. And how far would that be from the bow of MELBOURNE, approximately?
A, 160 feet.

Q. Do you recall t;he approx!;mate time that you first observed FRANK EVANS, 1if you did observe it?
A. The time, sir, when I manned the aircraft was 0311, I manned the alrcraft, As I sat in
the cockpit, strapping myself in, I heatd two short blasts from MELBOURNE, At that time I maw EVANS.

Q. What was her position at the time you saw her in relation to MELBOURNE?
A, Ehe sppeared, to me, to be 20 to 30 degrees on MELBOURNE's starboard bow, However, I
was locking across the flight deck at this stage and this angie may have been distorted.

Q. 50 I understand that yeu were on the angle part of the deck. It that correct?
A. That's correct, sir, which is on the extreme port side in about the center of the deck.

Q. Could you tell.... Were you able to judge MELBOURNE's relative bearing from FRANK EVANS

from your position.
A, No, sir,

G. Were you able to judge the range to the EVANS from your poeition?

A. No, sir. The upper outline was just indistinct. But at the time, I made no estimate of
her range, and I would not like to try to do so now.
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Q» When you first locked, could you tell whether MELBOURIE was on a steedy course or turning
in either direction?

A. At the time T looked s 8ir, immediately after the two short blasts, MELBOURRE was moving
slowly to port. The bow was swinging to port,

Q. And, from that time forward, would you tell the board what you obmerved between that time
and the collision?

A, At that time, sir, it appeared to me that all war well, bacause I could see no lights
from EVANS, And, in fact, I thought she waa on a similar course to the MELBOURNE.

Q. By similar, do you mean,... Did You say similar or reciprocal?

A. Bimllar from where I was. However, as I have said, the outline was indistinct, and I
assumed this and turned my attention back to the cockpit for probably less than 30 seconds or so.
. When the next occasion I looked out, I saw that MELBOURNE was still swinging to port and at this
time EVANS was moving from right to left across MELBCURNE, I saw a red light on EVANS at this
time. It was about this time that I realized in my own mind that there was a possibility that
they were going to collide.

Q. May I interrupt at that point. Did you see any lights other than the red light?
A, No, sir,

Q. Where was that red light placed?
A, Tt appeared to me, sir, that it was the port bow light of the EVANS.

Q. Can you recall on what rart of the structure of EVANS it was mounted?
A. It appeared that it was on the forward end of the briage superstructure,

Q. Was it a bright red light?
A, Ye!’ Eir-

Q. Would you then continue from that point? )

A. At this point, I ordered my crew to ebandon aircraft, as, at the same time, I heard hands
on board MELBOURRE piped to collision stations, I then prevented my hands from leaving the air-
craft because I could see that the collision was imminent. It appeared to me that EVANS was going
extremely fast and wms in a gtarboard turn, This was obvious to me because at this stage I could
clearly see the stern which appeared to be skidding to port. I then just sat and watched the two
ships meet, And from where I was eitting I could see gown the port elde of the MELBOURNE and I
could eee the EVANS' bow roll right over to approximately 80 or 90 degrees, and finally move off -
drift off to the port side., At this stage, I left my aircraft.

Q. Did you sight the bow gection after that time? :

A. Yesz, pir. I immediately ran forward and the bow section was just starting to move along
the port side, There were no people visible, Just about that time, I heard an explosion right
under the bow of the ship which I assumed to be one of the bollers,

Qs Was the explosion priocr to or after the bow separated from the stern?
A. I believe, eir, that it was afterwards, but I cannot be sure of this for a fact.

Q. And this was after it had rolled over to approximately 80 or 90 degrees?
A. Yes, sir. It appeared to roll over vhile I was etill sitting in the cockpit at the
moment of impact, :

Q. But you did not hear the explosion until after you had run some distance up the deck,
Is that correct? ' .
A, After I had moved out of the eircraft, and probably had gone about 10 yards up the deck,

Q. #And what é1d you observe as to the bow section after that point? .

A. Not very much, sir, It drifted off on the starboard bow - drifting aft very slowly., 1
looked for survivors at the time, I could not see anybkly. I then turned my attention to
rigging of fire hoses, as I feared that we may have split our AVGAS tank and, at thls stage, the
bow was getting almost out of the lighting on board MELBOURRE's deck, I then turned my attention
to the stern section,

Q. Going back to the point of impact, could you describe the sensation you felt at that time,
in terms of smeverity of impact s 80 to speak?

A. Very gentle, sir, Much gentler than I expected because I had ordered my crew to brace
themselves as they were leaving the aircraft. But, in fact, it was very gentle, and it would
bave had no effect on them leaving the aircraft at all, It was rather lightly - Very gentle
soaring motion,

Q. Very gentle What?
A. Boaring motion.

Q. Were you thrown against your seat belt or anything?
A, Ko, sir, Nothing of that sort.

Q. Did you hear any whietle signals from EVANS?
A. FNo, sir,

Q. Were your aircraf't instruments lighted at the time of the colligion?
A, FWo, six.

Q. Would there have been any way for you to obmerve the heading of MELBOURNE at the time
of the collision from where you were?
A. No, sir. Except that the bow was swinging. 28
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Q.- Did it continue to aving after inpact?
A. I believe 1t d1d for a 1ittle bit, sir, but 1t seemed to steady up very quickly,

Q. Where was the bow of EVANS the last time you saw 4t?
A. Probably about 200 feet out from MELBOURNE's bow, or form MELBOURNE's angle of the flight
- deck, ’

Q. Did it continua to drift aft at that point?
A, Tt tended more to drift at an angle of about U5 degrees aft and out from the ship,

Q. Awmny and astern?
A. Yes, sir, Awey and astern,

Q. How long did you have the bow section of EVANS under observation? Can you meke an estimate?

A, It's falrly difficult to make an estimate, sir, I saw her while I was in the aircraft and
I unstrapped and left the aircraft, And I saw it on two subsequent occasions after that., I would
say 1‘9 wag probably in the region of 2 to 3 minutes, But this is very difficult to relate as to
defingte time,

Q. During the time that you had it under observation, what were the changes in it's attitude
and position?

A, None, ae far as I could tell, sir, After the initial collision it rolled over to 80 or
90 degrees, It then appeared to return to about 70 degrees and remained there, And that was the
position that it was in when I last saw it,

Q. Do I understand that you did not see it mink?
A. Fo, eir, I 414 not,

Q. In addition to being rolled over, was either the forward section or the after section
mere down than the other, or more tilted up?

A. Yes, sir, The after section was standing proud in the water in .camparisonsto the bow
section., At no time, did I see the anchors for instance,

Q. Were they submerged?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. But the stern Portlon or the part that you could see, what was-=could you describe how
it was out of the water?
A. Probably, the deck side of the section was standing clear of the water 8 to 10 feet,

Q. You indicated that your first action after collision was to make preparation to fight
the fire. Did you take any other action following that time, with regpect to rescue operations?

A. Yes, sir, We rigged appeoximately 5 or & hoses on the forward end of the flight deck,
And when 1t appeared that thers was no fire, I then turned my attention to the stern section
which, at this time, was drifting abaft the bridge Buperstructure, At this time, thers was
considerable activity on the flight deck as we had to move two Trackers on deck further aft to
allow us to spread Wessex rotor blades and get them airborne for the 8earch, At this time, T
took charge of moving the two Trackers aft of the flight deck to enable the flight deck crew
to range the Wessex. And when this was done, I then left the flight deck ares and proceeded
down aft on MELEOURNE's gtarboard slde, to assiet in any way that I could with resgcue operations
of the stern section, The stern section had drifted all the wvay along the starboard slde of
MELBOIRNE and was finally secured at the quarterdeck, When I arrived there, wiref were just
being passed to secure the stern section, And we had placed a steel ladder over MELBCURRE's
side on to the deck of EVANS which allowed the uninjured to climb up the ladder and come directly
inbomrd, FParther aft of that ladder were Placed steel jumping hets, but thege, I think, were
not used bucause most of the sallors made their way up the steel ladder. Those injured were
Placed in stretchers and hoigted up to MELBOURNE's quarterdeck using block and tackle, There
was little that I could do at this particular area because thers were Plenty of officers there
and sallors. I then turned to the port side of MELEOURNE's quarterdeck where there were 4 rafts-
I believe there were-with gome injured personnel in them and some uninjured personnel. At this
time, an officer forward was lowering MELEOURNE's port after eccommodation ladder, KRowever, this
was not done at this stage, I then arranged for a tackle and stretchers and we heisted, I think
it was, 5 people from liferafts, All the liferafts, at this time, had & MELBOURNE gailor in
thém, who was assisting people in atretchers vwhere it was required,

Q. Do you know vhere the liferafts came from? What ship?
A, They were dropped from the upper deck of MELBOURNE, sir, Almost=just after collieion,
sir, by the flight deck crew,

Q, Were you able to identify any liferafts from other ships?
A. No, sir, I didn't take sufficient notice, I assumed that they were all MELEROURNE's rafts,

a8 was the one that I did see,

Q. Let me go back to the pre-collision matter for a subject that I overlooked, At the time
you manned your aircraft, at about 3:11 I believe = = -
A, Yes, sir,
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Q. Would you describe the conditions of lighting on the flight deck?
A. To the best of my recollection, sir, the only lighting on the f1ight deck was the center
group of the moonlighting system, I'm not sure concerning the after group. But it is my

. recollection that the forward group was off, The reason I say thiz 1s because the sailor who
landed on MELBOURNE's bow, from I believe the flag deck of the EVANS-I could scarcely see him
even though he was dresged in a white singlet., In fact, I d4dn't see him until I got well up
the deck., And from previous experience, anybody standing on the end of the deck when the forward
moonlighting 18 on is very clearly visible from down aft.

»

Q. And if the center group and after group of moonlighting was on, how much light would there
be on those portions of the flight deck?

A. It 4s not terribly bright, sir. I think probably the most noticeable feature would be the
reflection of light from the two Trackers that were ranged on deck. From mn aviatore' point of
view, you have lost scme night adaption as scon as the 1lights come on, but then again, they are
not sufficiently strong that you can't look directly at them. But, at least, this has been the
case in my experlence,

.. Q. Have you observed these lights from outside MELBOURRE?

A, Yes, sir, but from the air, not from low level.

Q. Are the lights shielded s0 that their beams are directed downward?

A. They are, sir, to the best of my knowleige, I have not personally studied thelr con-
struction. But it appears to me from my working on the deck that there is little light spilled
over the gide. In other words you can't see the light being reflected in the water,

Q. Do you recall when those lights were turned on? The center group that you recalled were
on and possibly the after group.

A. I believe they were on when I went up on deck in the original case, sir, which would have
been about 10 minutes before 3.

Q. What would te the normal practice as to turning on moonlighting for night .flight operations?

A. I'm probably not the best person to ask this question, sir. However, from my experience
the lights under normal cilrcumstances are turned on when the pilots are in the alrcraft and
commencing their check, sir, However, there have been occasions where I have been on deck and the
requirements of the maintenance personnel to complete an aircraft check prior to flight, or some
maintenance prtor to flight, have required flight deck lights to be on with permission of the
Flight Controlman,

Q. Do you recall whether you saw any pavigation lights on MELBOURKE or not?

A, When I left the aircraft immediately after the collision, I looked up and saw the port
navigation light of MELBOURNE was on and burning brightly.

Q. The red side light?

A, Yes, sir. The red side light.

Q. In your earlier testimony, you mentioned the man from EVANS on the flight deck of
MELBOURNE. Could you give a more detalled account of that encounter?

A, I was very surprised to see him there, glr, When I went forward on the deck, I could
see & white shape which I was not sure of what it was and then at sbout the same time two other
gallors and myself heard him e¢ry out. I then recognized a white singlet shape sitting on his
haunches on the flight deck. He was in considerable pain and I believe afterwards that he had a
broken leg sbove the knee. However, when I arrived there he was, I would say, almost 1n a state
of collapse. And fortunately, the pick berth attendant who is present at all flying stations,
was coming up the deck at the time and I left him in his care.

P I Q. Do you recall the man's name or did you ever learn the man's name?
RS I A. No, sir, I daid not.
Q. Singlet is a term that 1s unfapildiar to me, Would you describe what you mean by that?

A. Wnite sweatshirt, sir.

Q. We call that a white T-shirt?
A, T-shirt, yes, sir.

Q. Thaok you, And did he have trousers on-white trousers or dungaree trousers?
A, I belleve he had dungarees on, sir. Howaver, I think if I remember correctly they were

torn.

Counsel for the Board: Counsel have no further questions of this witness.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

i Questions bty the senior member:

Q. Mr. Clark, when you were seated in your aircraft on the flight deck prior to collision,

was the aircraft in a normally used spot?
A, Yee, sir.

e



S pypen e N
| Qipteasy”

Q. Would 1t be possible then to precisely describe that spot so that we could locate it on
a plan view of the ahip? .
A. In actusl distances and measurements, sir?

Counsel for the Board: Mr, Clark, wa have, in Exhibit 43, a picture of HMAS MELBOURNE,
Perheps you can mark with an "X" the point where you were, when you were in your aircraft.

The witness did as directed,

Counsel for the Board: And ¥you were on the catapult?
IT Clerk: No, sir, The catapult ig here,

Counsel for the Board: I see.
Questions by the senior member {Cont’d):

Q. What was the orlentation of the aircraft in respect to the ghip's center line?
A. At about 30 to 4O degrees pointing to starboard. In other words, across the flight
deck from the port side,

Counsel for the Board: Let the record reflect that LT Clerk has marked an "X" on the first
alrcraft on the angled deck of the picture in Exhibit 43,

Questions by the senior member (Cont'a}:

Q. Bitting in the seat of your aircraft, positioned as ¥you have indicated and 1noking
directly ahead, what would you see of MELBOURNE's superstructure?
A. Looking directly mhead out of the aircraft s 8ir?

- . .-

Q. TYes, ] .
A, ILooking straight ahead from the position that my aircraft was parked in, I was looking
Blightly to the left of the gtarboard bow cormer,

) Q. You sald that having manned the aircraft at 0311, you sat in the left front seat. How
did you happen to determine that time?

A. At the time on the flight deck broadcast, there was a call to man planes or to man
alreraft, I looked at my watch to determine how long T had before launch, This is normal
practice, sir. I know just how long I have,

Q. And at the time the call went out, where were you?
A. GStanding right next to the aircraft sir - pre-flight having been completed,

Q. How long did it take to get into your seat?
A. No more than 20 or 30 seconds.

Q. When you first saw the EVANS, how much of the ship did you eee? Could you see all of
her, all the way down to the waterline? Or if not, what portion was vigible to you?

A. - Tt appenred that the upper portion of the superstructure, the mast and what appeared at
the time to be a fine angle of the ship, whether:from astern or shead I didn't know., That's all
I could see,

Q. If you had a photograph of the ship in fromt of ¥you, do you think you could identify the
portiona vieible and distinguish them to some extent from the portions which were masked from

your view? ’
A, T think it unlikely, gir, It was, after all, only an outline, T was not directly
concerned. K And T thought at the time, as I said, that she was going on a similar course to us,

Q. But you did at one point see a red light?
A. Yes, sir, This was sometime afterward,

Q. Bo that portionm of the superstructure that you saw , o . .
A+, At that time, I could perhaps recall it, sir,

Q. At the time you saw the red light, you might be able to recall? Is that correct?

Senlor Member: T ask counsel to show the witness a photograph,

CO;.msel for the Board: Counsel iz showing the witness Exhibit L1,
Questions by the senior member (Cont'd):

Q. Mr. Clark, after examining that, would you bring the photograph over and show the Board
what you think you were looking at?

A. At the time, sir, I saw the red light. I was locking at the superstructure from
approximately here (indicating) ell the way down to the stern, which seemed to be quite clear
to me, because I did notice at the time that it wae skidding to port.

Counsel for the Bou-d Could the record reflect that when he used the word "here" that the
witness pointed to a point jJust forward of the bridge structure,
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Questions by m member (RADM Stevenson):

k?)it?l{cw bigh ... What i= the height or‘you.r eye above the deck when you are sitting in the
coc

A, Hinﬂ ﬁet’ 811‘.
Q. Nine feet,
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr, Clark, you have indicated that ¥You were not able to see that portion of the ahip
forward of the bridge structure - roughly?

A. T'd prefér to say that I'm not sure whether I sav it or not, gir, But in subseguent
recollection T don't remsmber seeing any of the turrets. My initial impress ,,. Will, my final.
impression was of the superstructure and the red light, the after stack and the stern,

Q. What I'm trying to establish is whether they were masked fram your view by MELEOURNE's
structure along your line of sight?
A. Ko, sir, definitely not in this case,

Questions by a mamber (RADM Stevenson):

Q. Were you looking straight ahead when you saw that, in the alrcraft?
A. Elightly out to the starboard, . . [

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Could you indicate on the photograph the height of the lighte on the upper deck of the
ship? - . .
A. It appeared to me, sir, that the 1ight would be just about where it i1z pow. It was below
the level of the bridge, sir. 50 it appeared to me, sir. It appeared to Be aft of-the forward
end of the bridge, To my experience, sir, it looked exactly like a port ateaming light.

Counsel for the Board: May I describe for the record where he pointed, sir? He pointed
to & point on the port side of the bridge structure, Just aft of and on e level with the emblem
painted on the side of the bridge visible Exhibit L1,

A. It appears to be the bridge and above the front of the bridge and I would eay right where
that is.

Counsel for the Board: Yes, The description is accurate.
Questione by & member (RADM Stevenson):

Q. Did you check your watch before this particular flight?
A, Yes, sir. We had a time check at the briefing which is one hour before launching.

Questions by the senlor member:

Q. In order to permit us to understand better the flight deck lighting, would you ary that
the moonlighting turned on at the time you described provided enough light for you, the pilot in
the cockpit at this number 2 spot, to read by?

A, Yes, sir, The co-pilot on the right-hand eide of the alrcraft, by turning the »check
list directly toward the light, 1s able to read the check list without the assistance of a torch.

Questions by a member (RADM Stevenson):

Q. You di4 say, d1dn't you, that you couldn't remember things right down to the waterline
except at the stern?
A, Yes, sir, I don't remember it, to be honeat,

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Can you recall where the moon was at ghat time?
A. My best recollection, sir, was that it was on the starboard quarter of the ship, But

I'm not certain of that,

Q. You said that the moonlighting did not shine on toothw: .water or does net spill over off
the Ilight deck to any appreciable degree or pomething along thome lines, Could you refresh

my memory on what was said?
A. That is true, sir, limited to my experience as being on deck at night time. I have not

noticed them reflecting fram the water.

Q. Is the SZE aircraft in which you were sitting essentially identical to the SZE aircraft
in use by the USN, generally, especlally with respect to the height of the pilot's eye when he
i1s sitting in the left hand seat on deck?

A. Almost exactly I would say, sir, having flown in both types.
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Q. Did you have any sensation of your aircraft moving as the result of impact of collision?

A, No, sir, The brakes were on, chocks were in and tiedowns were still on, and there was
on sencation or movement at mll, In fact to me it did not appear - the collision did not appear
80 heavy as to even cause the aircraft to move,

Senior Member: The Board has no further quastions.
Coungel for the Bomrd: Counsel has no questions of this witness in a classified session,
» LT Clark, you are informed that you are privileged at this time to make any further statement

covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you think should be
a matter of record in connection therswith which has not been fully brought out by previous
questions., Do you have any additional statement?

ET Clark: No, sir,

The witness was warned, excused and withdrew from the Board Room.

. Senior Member: We will have a brief recess,

The Board recessed at 1L55 hours, 20 June 1969,
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- The board opened at 1507 hours, 20 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board, who wers pressnt when the board recessed, were sgain
present,

Licutenant Commander Colin John Patterson, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness
for the board, was svorn and examined as follows:

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass ): Lieutenant Commander Patterson, you have been called an a
vitness for this board of {nvestigation, which i{s inquiring into the circumstances surrounding
the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVANS, bacause i{t is understood that you have
evidence which may assist the board in {ts investigation. You are advised that the evidence 1is
being received in open session of the board, and that di{sclosure of classified information is not
authorized during open session. Should the enswer to any question which you are asked require
you to disclose classified information, you are requested not to answer the question, but to
Aalvise the board that the answer would require you to disclose clasgified information. In such
case, you will later be given an opportunity to testify as to classified information in closed
session. If, however, you can answer the question either in part or in general terms without
disclosing apecific classified detail you should do so, and advise the board of your desire to
amplify in later closed session. 1Ia that clear?

LCDR Patterson: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Under Australian law {t is necesssry to warn you that you
may refuspe to answer any question, the answer to wvhich may tend to expose you to a penalty or
forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objection, and for the board to decide whether you
must snswer the question or not. Finally, might I ask you to speak as loudly, clearly and
dlstinictly as posaible, bearing in mind that these mierophones do not help the hoard to hear
y2u as they go directly to the tape and this gentleman, here, has the task of repeating every
word you utter. .- " ) .

1CDR Patterson: Yes, sir, I'll do my best.

EXAMIMATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
wuestions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

%+ Would you please state your full name and rank?
A. Colin John Patterson, Lieutenant Commander, sir.

Q. Were you attached on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June to WMAS MELBOURNE?
A, T was.Flight Deck Officer, sir.

3. And ag Flight Deck Officer, what duties were you called uvpon to perform?

A, The normal flight deck organization, whereir you range the aircraft that are required to
be flouwn off and organize the maintenance and the striking down of u/s aircraft - unserviceahle
aircraft that is. And we also combine the duties of Catapult Officer with those of Plight Deck
Officer, so that you do the launch as well. This is not U.S.N. practice.

3. 1s there provision for the {llumination of the flight deck by what has been called
"moonlight''?
A. That is affirmative, sir.

J. How many positions sre there from which lights of that kind may be shed on the flipght

deck?
A, There {s only one position, that is on the menthead. Then 1it's divided into three groups.

3. Three zroups?
A. Yen, sir.

Q. And these three groups illuminate what pections of the flight deck?
&, Forwsrd, midships and aft, eir.

Q. I= {t possible to have any one or all of the three switched or together?
A. Yes, sir.

G. What degree of fllumination do they provide when the light is switched on, on the flight

.. There are spotlights, or a pgroup of spotlights, for each part of the ship. 1In the center
of the spnts you can read s newspaper normally.

3. And as you move awsy from the center towards the..,.
A. It dims very rapidly., They are quite directional.

G. It does what?
A, Dims. -

Q. How much of the lights spill over the edge of the ship, {n your ohaervation?
h. T have never been over the edge of the ship to see it, sir. T don't imagine there would

be very much. It is quite dark over in the catvalks.
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Q. Vhat observation have you had from the deck of the ship of the surrounding water when
mwoontighting was on? .

4. T've dome that, sir, in that I have searched for articles in catwalks and things 1ike that
‘rov the deck edpe and the moonliphting doesn't illuminate them to any great dezree.

~» Have you ever ohserved the amount of light shed by these arrangements fror outboard nf
the ship?
4, Vot that I can recall, sir.

Y+ Who is the person, who, under the normal system of work, has the respons{bility of
#vltohing on the moonlighting?

. The Flying Control Officer authoriees it to be put on - orders it to bc put on. Cenerslly,.
it is at my request, but we have gradually worked around to a sacheme whereby we've gnt set times,
appllerdle to launch or recovery, when the moonlighting will be on.

N. Does that mean that on occasions the Flying Control Officer will switeh it on, on his
owt fnitiative?
4. Alfirmative, sivr. Yes, he does.

3. let's go over that again. You gsy you sometimes tell the Flying Control Officer ycu
want it, but sometimes he switches it on on his own initiative? -
A, Yes, sir. T esak him can 1 have them.

Q. VWhether it is called for by you or by him, who 1s the person that sctually switches it on?
4. It 1s relayed down to the Alrcraft Control Room Officer who sends one of his messengers
t> actually operate the switch.

Q. V¥hen, under normal practice, is the moonlighting switched on for purpose of flying
operations? - -

A. With a fixed-wing leunch, it would come on just hefore we were due to start ug 50 that
T could physically, or visually, check the clearance and that @verybody war clear of propellors and

Jet pipes. That is when they normally come on in that sftuation.

Q. And when were fIyiﬁg operations due to begin this night about the time of the coll{sion?
#. They had been going on all night, sir.

3. Wwhen, according to those operations that were in Progress, would it have been necessary
or usual in accordance with normal practice to switch on moonlighting?
A. About the time of the collision, sir. It would be around that time.

Q. Did you at that time ask for the moonlighting to be switched on?
A. No, wir.

Q. Did you, yourself, observe whether it was on before the collision?
A. No, sir. i

Q. Did you pbserve whether it was on after the collision?
A. There was light everywhere after the collision, sir.

§. Including moonlighting?
4, Yes, sir.

Q. Are you able to say when the moonlighting was mwitched on?
4. Only from what I have heard, sir.

Q. According to - hat you were told, who switched the moonlighting on and vhen?

A. Kaval Airman Loane switched it on, sir. He 1s & messenger who works in the Airecraft
Control Room. He switched it on and turned to walk away and he heard the two blasts on .the
siren. He had only switched on the midships group.

{. From wvhom did you gain that information?
A. Naval Alirman Loane.

Q. Is he here?
A. No, sir.

Q. Is that spelled L-O=A-N7
A, L-0-A-N-E, air.

. Where 15 he now?
A. On MELBOURNE, sir, in Singapere.

When was it that he told you he awitched it on, just before the two blasts and that he

Q.
switched on the middle section only?
A. That would be the Fridey morning after the accident, while we were steaming into Singapors,

sir,

Q. When was it that you first becsme sware that something was pending that night?
A, In reference to the collision, air?

Q. Yes.
A. When I heard the two blasts,
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Q-
A,

Q.
A.

-

‘Where were you when you hear the two blaats.

At midships, just outboard of the island.

And what were you doing at the time?
T had walked across to the aircraft. There was one Tracker that we were about to lasunch.

1 had walked across to it and had » look in the cockpit to see {f the aiprcrew were in there. They

were, aind T came back to get some fireman and the director because it was just on start on time.
~nd that is where I was when the <iren went.

e
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When you heard it what did you do?
I walked forward, sir, and looked forward.

How far forward did you go?
Just forward of the forward 1ift. That would be about 120 feet.

And that placed you how far back from the bow of the ship?
I'm caleulating distances....

Approximately?
About 100, 150 feet, sir,

And where were you in relation to the midline?
Slightly to starboard.

At that point, were you able to observe any other ships in the vicinity?
Yes, sir., 1 aaw a shadow or silhouette of a ship just off our starboard bow. We were
to port at the time.

You say the MELBOURNE war turning to port at the time?
Yes, sir. - .

Are you able to fix when that turning movement began?
No, =sir.

At the time MEIBOURKE was turning, you observed what on the starboard bow?

Just a dark shadow. T thought at the time that it was a ship going in the same direction
Tts heacing would be slightly to starboard of ours. That was my initial reaction to it..

It wos going i1 the eame direccion slightly to starboard?
Yes, »ir.

And are you able to give us any estimate of the relative bearing and range to this outline

that you saw?

D

I tried to fix these things in my mind at the time. Green 10, 150 yards is the close:t.

% That {s the best you can do?

A, Yes, air.

4. What did you observe happening from thet point of time on?

A. 1 have s slight 1ull in what I saw then, sir. The next thing 1 really recollect s sceing
the other ship, when It was only yards away, coming into the front of MELBOURNE. .

Q- That is the next time that you can recollect?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you recollect the angle between the heading of the two ships as the collision occurred?

I would say that it would within 5 to 10 degrees of a "T". 1t was 5 or 10 degrees te our

port side if anvthinag.

Q.
A,

Qe

e

S5ay 90 degrees plus or minus 5 degrees?
Towarde our port side,

And vhat sort of vinlence, {f any, was associanted with the impact?
Apart from sound, 1 imagine the deck of the MELBOURNE came up about six inches to a foot,

AR we seemed to ride on top of the ship.

Q.
A

Q.
A.

pid it affect vour footing on the deck at all?
No, sir.

Pid you hear anything announced st zbout this time?
Before that, sir? Well before that, I heard, "hands to colligion stations" - only heard it

Are there any lighte on the flight deck, additional to the moonlighting, which vou described?
Yes, sir.

What sre they?
For flying operations we have a series of crash lights which sre rectangular lights at the

leve! of the 03 deck. They are only switched on when I really need them - when 7 need & floodlighted
deck or {f we have some trouble or something like that,

Q.
A,

Do you know if they were switched on that night?
They weren't as far as I can recollect, sir.
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Q. .If they were switched on how much light do they throw outboard of the ship?
A. T would imagine they would throw quite a bit, wsir.

3. Are you able to say in relation to them that they were not on within your knowledge or, as
far as, vou know they weren't on?
. h. They were not on, sir.

Q. In the normal practice which prevailed in the ship how long, how many minutes, before a
2iven launce time are the moonlights switched on?
P A. It varies with typea of aireraft. It would vary with natural lighting that was availsble
and e would vary with who was in Flying Control at the time. An estimate as to s S2E Tracker
would be 15 minutes.

¢. 1If you had been deciding the moment when the moonlights should have been switched on that
ntzht, wvhen would you have directed that be done?

A. 1 was in the habit of leaving ft to FLYCO to switch them oa. If they didn't come on ard I
felr that they were needed then I would ask for them on the Mickey Mouse Circuit.

- Had it occurred to you st any stage before the collision that they were needed?
A, No, sir, we didn't need them. We were doing no movements or that stuff.

3. In the poaition that vou have described from which you observed the ship on the starboard
bow, were you able to observe any lighting in MELBOURNE?
&He Yo, sir.

Q. Were you in a position from which you could see navigational lights?
A. Yes, sir, T should have been able to see the port navigation light, That's on the island

Q. Do you have any recollection, one way or the other, as to vhether it was on?
4. Yo, sir. I might notice {f it was off but that wouldsbe about the only thin§.

4. Did you observe any lights showm by EVANS?

.

. o, slr, none at all.

4+ At any stage?
n. JNo, sir.

Sarior Member. I hsve a question.
Counsal for the board: Yes.
EXAMINATION RY THE BQARD
Jueztions br the senfor member:

Q. Vou indicated that vou may have noticed if the port running light of MCLBCURNE had been nff”
4. Yes, sir.

w. 0ld you natiece at any time In the two or three hours, just prior to the collisfon, it hkaving
brea nff?
A, Mo, slr, that's why T put the "aighe" {rto {t,

.« Her~ you cn the flipght deck an appreciable time between the perind of micdnicht snd rhe time
2f the collision?

A. T was on the flight deck, except for a couple of visits to the ACR which g jus® ~°F the
Fli 5t deck, from a> -at 2340 until the collfsion, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): May I observe thi: to the board, that Lieuterent Corrender
Pattcrenn bas some evidence to give on the subject of post-collisisn eventa. Would {t he eormvenieor

tn recelve {t from him in this session?

tanior Member: Yes.

' rouse! for the hoard {CDR #lass): Shall I go an with 1t now or come back later?
Seninr Member: Just one moment, please.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BGARD

ucstions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

{+ Are you able to say, from your experience, how much light 15 shed on the forwarid part of the
flizht deck by the steaming lights when they are burning?
A. T caa't remember them ever shedding any light at all. However, they must shed some.

Y. Are you able to form any opinion, from what you saw on the flight deck ahead of you, ar te
vhother the steaming lights were burning or not?
A. You ecouldn't tell that without seeing them.

3. Now, in relation from the period of 2340 on, were you on and about the flight deck?
H. Yes, sir.
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%+ Werc you there from that time until the time of the collision, or were you turned in part
,
nl the time?
A. Ohno, T was there, sir.

J. The whole time?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Now, during that perfod whizh uas 2340 until che time of the collision, did you see any
bright --hite Iights showing on MELBOURNE?
4. T don't recall any, sir.

¥+ In your position wher¢ you mormally do your work - how fs that place? in relation to the
steaning and the running lighes?

4. The only running licht 7 would sce Is the port running light on the forward part of the isl:nd.
€ we divide the deek up I suppose I would be in a position to see that about fifty perceant of the
tiue. The white 1ights are abave me and You never ever look up - hardly ever, I can never reme-':er
seeln; them there, as I recall.

Senior Member: Pleasc proceed with the other portion of the testimony.
Counscl for the board (CDR Glaas): Yes.
SXAINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q- - Can you tell us what you observed immediately following the impact? Firatly, did you nee
the forsard mection of EVANS at any stage?

<« Yes, sir, ‘e seemc! to roll the EVANS over and when she righted herself, the forward
section, in my recollection, didn't right itself to the same angle as the after section. The after
section zore or lTess came upright again and the foruard’gection remained vith 8 list to <tartoard,

¢. And at the time that you are describing 1t, where was the forward section in relatina to
MELBOUANE?
A. I* was still rhead.

I+ Still ahead?
a. Yes, sir,

Q. How would you describe the way tn which the forward asection was sitting in the water at that
staze’
A, With a list to <tarkasard of about 40 dezrees, sir.

{. Was there any difference between the forward and after section of the forward half?
A. 1 didn't notice that, sir.

4+ VYou didn't see whether it was down on one end or the other?
A. Ko, air,

Q. And what did you next observe in relation to the forward half?
A. It seemed to drift away from MELBOURNE, and that 1s sll that I car recell on the forwrrd

section, sir,

Q. Now whet wes the total length of the period of which you had it under ohservation?
&. Tor a broken period »f say three minutes. It is hard to estimate the time, T°'d sy three

mi-utes,

Y. What were yor dolng during the time when your observation of it was interrupted?
A, Well, T assuried that we had a fire hazard forward and I was calling some of my people to rig
fire hoses forvard, which they did,

Q. What did you do in relation to the after half of EVANS?
4. It was staying with IELBOLRNE, so I was following it. I followed it right down our starboard

stde.

4. 4nd how long after the collision did it take to get down to the MELEOURNE's starboard quarter?
A. I have little idea, sir. I would say four minutes and that is & wild guess. She ves coming
arvmd and finally touching us every now and again az ahe would go down. She touched at the forward
AVCaT point and crushed it in and we put foam on {t. T didn't see it touch again until 7 wert eround

the after end of the island and sav her come away there.

4. At this stage wes MELBOURNE completely without way?
A. That I don't know, sir. T would say the ship was relatively still in the water,

4. And wvhen the starboard half of the EVANS got to the MELBOURNE's quarter, did you do something?

A. Uell, 1t hunz up on the, it seemed to hang up. I discovered subsequently thst they got ropes
across from the quarterdeck. A few of us went over on the safety nets on the deck head of the hanger
dick of EV%NS.!k]also got some Wessex cargo nets and rigged them as scrambling nets alon: our starboard

quarter.
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% 4Aund with the aid of the ladders and the nets, what transfer vas made of the LVANS survivor:®
4. There were a lot of survivors down on the after end of the EVANS. we got them moving up
over the hangar deck part of the ship and over onto the flight deck of the MELBOURNE. And sometime
sfter thig T sav a separate ladder. They had a ladder down from the quarterdeck of MELBOURNE and
50 we channeled them half and half from then on.

<. How long was it before they were all brought on board?
A. T have no ifdea, sir. I would say ten or twelva minutes.

é . JAnd what did you then ds?
«» We carried out a pearch, wherr we could, with four other personnel.

<+ Who is we?

A. At the time I knew T had on board Chief Heares, who {r my Flight Deeck Chief, Naval Afrman
Hartlev, vho {s one of the maval alrman handlers, and a Naval Airman Sternbeck, who i5 i~ the same -
category.

<+ Mow «1id vou get down onto EVANS?
4. We swung on the safety nets, the safety nets or MELBOURNE down on the deck hcad, the hangar
deck.

3. Who directed the efforts of this party?
A. 1 a4d, sir.

Q. What directions did you lay down?

4. T had my Mickey Mouse helmet on, as did the Flight Deck Captain, and I was ahouting to the
others to get the sailors moving up the part that we had come down. Thet was sbout the only accurate
direction that T was giving, 1 might have been saying pet thzt...,

N. Directions for getting the survivors on board MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, sir. :

G. And that was still going or as you got on t> EVANST Wwas 1¢?
A. Well, that is when we started to do it.

Q- T was really askins about your - the efforts you directed to search through EVANS®

A. Wher the survivors had narrowed dovm, I think there were only three or four milling around
rear the ladder to the guarterdeck e:@ the after Part seemed to be clear, then I saild, "Iave a look
ar-ynd,™

Q. Wwho did look around?

A. I can remember mectinz Sternbeck and Hartiey, the two neval airmen, on the wepther deel
part. They were 3oing into the passagewsys and knocking on doors and opening things up. I can
remenber Chief Ayers. 1 wanted the hangar cleared and 1 wanted him to determine 1f there were any
people left there, and he shouted something 1ike, “There's armament here." I then told hi= tu
secure it. 1 don't know what I intended him to do with it. 71 was mainly worried about the torn
portion of her. There was a lot of debris sround there and someone could eagily be migsed., I
searched in amcngat that, sort of climbed over and roamed sround there for quite a Tittle while.
I met the Cormander of MELEOURNE at about this stage and we did = search through topether a-air.
I1'd found a trunking open or the starboard side about midships of the section that was left which
was the only access T eould find tc the lower decks. T climbed down there zni knocked and {t was
dead quict at this stage. 7T ceme up agein and searched, and basically just carried out what
compartments I could get into. I went in and just looked in different places where I thoupht

people might be.

4. Approximately, how long did you spend on this search?

h. T would est?:ate that 1 was on there twenty minutes, If we'd take ten minutes for moving
them, then ten minutes far the search. .

3+ Could it have been more extcnsive - the gearch you made?
4. 1 was happy in my mind, that there was nohody left alive there or injured.

3. What wvas it then *hat you did?

é&v I'd met my aeval sirmen agai~ and told them to get off, I sswv Chief Hezres and yelled at #
hiz to get off. At this stage there was one seamen whose name I don't know and myself left on
board - where the ladder was coming down from the MELBOURKE's quarterdeck. The Commander was up
ebove the ladder and he said just wait right there until we are ready to cast off and you cai let
40 the foreline, which Is what we 44d, the naval airmen and myself. Then we went back on baard the
MET3OTRIT and 1 carried out a muster of my flying division to make sure T hadn't left iny or t'ere.

-

~+ How many of your flying division were an hoard EVANS, do you think?
A. T know that therc were threc on hoard. I heard gnd suspected that there were quite a 1ot

nore.

3- Do you know of any BVANS survivors that took part in this search throughout the ship?

A. At one stage 1 met two people whore names or rate T don't know but they... I kept bangias
into there two. They were rushinpg around, and T asked them if they had done a complete bottom
search. They said, "Yes, there was no one dour there." 1 saw them again later when :wst of the
survivors had gone. I asked them sgain, "Have you got any more people that you know about," and
they s:i4, "No" agsin and that ig the last I saw of them.
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w.  Were there any partfcular acts of heroism that you wigh to commend in relation to the scarch
or the vescue operations generally?

A. The only person who came under my direct notice, in this category was Chief Heares. 1 kept
having to warm him to get off smeveral times, and when I got off myself, I wasn't sure where he had
sone because 1 came up the quarterdeck and not over the hangar deck. He had in fact come back on
board at this atage. T don't know what he had done about the srmament that he found,

«- About the,..?

i A. Armament that he found. But he was a tower of strength aill the way through. He is a very,
very spood man,

++ Could you tell us what Chief Heares was wearing?
Aa. 'le'd been wearing the same rig o+ T had on, sir. Yellow skivvy, khaki trousers, probably
black boots, and & Mickey Mouse helmet.

w. Coming back to the movement of the EVANS after section, can you belp us to determine its
backiard motion by telling us whethor you had to walk or run to keep up with it as it drifted aft:

. If I had stayed with {t or paralleled it down the deck, I would have been walking very slowly,
This 1s because at this stage, while I was coming back through the prople on the flight deck - we
were st emergency stations then anl! there were a lot of people on the flight deck - I had time to
tell iy off watch - my petty officers - to muster their hands and carry on with the helicopter
movements that were taking place then or to help them. So it would be a slow walk.

%+ Slow walk?
A. 5low walk.

v+ Now is there anything in particular which you wish to mention in relation to the helicopter
fiving after you got back on deck?
A. Yo, sir. Juat kept on going.

Q. For how long was it continued?
a. Untll last light or dusk.

s Which occurred approximately when?
A. Around 1730 or 1800. I don't know the exact time they finished,

Counsel for the board (CDR Class): Counpel has no further questions.
senfor Merber: The board has no further questions for this witness.

Ceunsel for the board (COR Glags): Counsel does not believe that it is necergary to ~xzmiue
thi= witness in closed gession.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): I invite you to'make any further statement relating to the
subject matter of the {nvestigation which you thirk should be recorded, but has not been brought
out by questions. 1Is there anything you wish to add?

A. No, sir.

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrev from the hearing room.

Senior Member: A brief recess.

The board recessed at 1554 hours, 20 June 1969.
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The board reconvened in closed session at 1630 hours, 20 June 1969,
All persons connected with the board when the board racessed were again present.

Lieutenant Commander Richard .James Arthur Tagg Arundel, Royal Australian Navy, was recalled
by counael as a witnessy was reminded of his previous oath and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD

Questions by coumsel for the board:

Q. Mr.Arundel, this is again a closed session. The room is cleared only to the classification
of Confidential, so if you must 20 beyond that classification would you advice ue so that wve may
ad journ to other facilities.

A. T underscand.

Q. Lieutenant Commander Arundel, I believe we established at your prior appearance before
the bosrd your qualifications as an expert in the field of commmications. At that time, through
you, we introduced into the board's records Exhibit 27, a collation of signals sent and received
in Tesk Group 472.1. Is that correct.

A, That is correct.

Q. At that tiee, do you recall that the board requested additional work?
A. Yes sir, that is correct.

Q. Have you since that time conducted such additional work, using Exhibit 27 ss a basis for
that work?

A. Yes, sir. That is correct. 1 have, with Lieutenant Borman from USS KING, with his
assistance, 1've added in a certain amount of information to try to make the document, Exhibit
27, 8 little more explanatory. - . . .

Q. wWould you describe the mature of the changes :*ou made in Exhibit 277

A, Yes, niv, Pirst of 'all the logs were examined to establish whether any eéignals appeared in
other logs which were not recorded in POCAF's log, as FOCAF'e Log was used as ‘the base document.

I can explain the reason for that 1f it'e required. Along side the collation were added the
actual signals in signal form as they appeared in POCAF's Log., An. additional column was added
to establish, in our cpinion, whether the signals were procedurally correct. A further
examination of the logs to establish times was also made. There were one or two minor changes
but in essence the same document holds,

Q. I have placed before you a copy of a document that is marked for identification on it's
outside cover as Exhibit 27 (Revised). Is that the document which you prepared and have been

discussing? )
A, Yes, eir. This iz the document, sir, we have been working on,

Q. Have you used any additional resources or documents in preparation of this particular
document in addition to those used in the preparation of the other record?

A. No, sir. No additional documents were used to estsblish any details in this Exhibit.
However, we did examine other documente in connection with other possibilities.

Q. 4As I recall, the previous document did not have CLEOPATRA'a transmissions recorded. Is

that correct?

A. Yee, that was correct. That document came to my attention on the morning 1 was called with
Exhibit 27. Subsequently, entries from CLEOPATRA's Log were checked and a column has been
completed indicating whether CLEOPATRA's log agreed or disagreed with the substance of POCAF's log.

Q. Now there are a number of terms used within this document which, at this time, I would
like to ask you about. In sach case the exact text as recorded in FOCAF's Log 1s indicated in
the left hand column. Is that correct?

A. Yes, air,

Q. The heading of the next column, does that indicate that the POCAF transmission of the
signal was procedurally correct or whether it was procedurally correct as logged. Can you

explain that, sir? -
A. It means whether it is procedurally correct as logged.

Q. Wheever has sent the message?
A. Yes, »ir,

Q. HNow the next column is ZULU time  Does this indicate the time recorded in FOCAF's Log?
A, VYes, it does,

Q. And where there is a difference in the time recorded in other logs, is that indicated

anyvhere on the shaet? .
A. That is indicated on the columm - the respective column for other ships in the Task Group.

That is on the right hand side in order.

Q. How much of a difference was required to have you make an entry that the time did not agree?
A. If it was wore than one minute, except on the last page where I put in svery message which

disagreed, whether it was one minute or two or three.
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Q. Now the term "agree" is used throughout this 1in mapy places. Could you state the esxact
meaning of the term "agree" as used .in this document.
A. It's mem.t to infer that the signal as recorded in another ship's log agrees exactly in
- text, but it will not indicate whether there is, for instance, detail - procedural detail.

Q. For example? GCould you state an example where there might be a disagreement which would
» not show up in this collation?

4 A. Really procedurally, eir,

Q. Would call signs be an example ~ or "rogers'' or something of that nature?

A. By procedurally I mean an indication of receipt, This is all a matter of detail I
feel, If the message itself has been correctly addressed and is recorded in these loge as
correct according to the FOCAF Log, the basic log, then there's no disagreement. Now there is
an example of ene disagreement which may give an example, sir.

Q. Would vou point that cut to ua?

A. On page 4-3, under comparison with MELBOURNE's Log, three from the bottom, it would
appear that there was an operator error in recording an incorrect call sign. The call sign
in question was ZULU FOUR and it was recorded by MELBOURNE, who originated the message, as
ZULU FIVE. That's an exemple, 1{f I may 80,1t ie rather nit-picking, but I felt it necessary

to try and balance the exactness of the record. Aleo, on page 5-3, right hand colum, the
very last entry. A signal which was initiated by COMDESRON, there appeared from the loge to
be o disparity in EVANS' as it happens, station. It is not recorded in the ssyme manner in four
logs. It, howaver, is of no convequence. T - T

Q. At any time there was a disagreement as to a part of the text, as T understand it, that
wvag recorded.

A. That is so. There are other points that I would like to mention in connection with
tactical signals. May I proceed, sir, . : 3

Q. May I ask a couple more specific questions as to this document first. You indicate that
BLACKPOOL maintained two loge?
A. Yes,

Q. How have you indicated the difference between them?
A. Where there was a difference, I recorded CIC Log. It was the CIC Log in a couple of
instances. -

Q. On the last page of the document, the third note states™BLACKPOOL has one log only which
shows EVANS making my rudder right". As I understand the situation from documente which are in
evidence, BLACKPOOL had two logs, emly one of which had this entry. Is that the intent of that

. statement in your document? :
. A. Yes, sir. Only one log, the bridge log, was complete in that both signals were recorded.

Q. This entry does not mean that BLACKPOOL has one log only, but rather that only one of the
two logs contained this entry. Is that correct?
A. Yes, that's quite correct sir.

Queations by the Senior Membar:

Q. Im that connection Mr. Arundel, do we know if both of BLACKPOOL's logs record EVANS
message with respect to her rudder being right or going hard right or right full?

A. Your question as I understand it,sir, was whether the one Iog recorded EVANS signal of
going right. The answer is, there was only one log - one of the two logs which shows the signal.

Q. And in that one, the note here applies?
A. That's correct, sir.

Q. I'd like to propose a rephrasing of this note concerning BLACKPOOL's Log on page 8-3,
"Only one of BLACKPOOL's Logs has any entry regarding EVANS, quote, my rudder right, unquote.
The one log which does contain such an entry has the entry apparently made after the event, as
the entry is between the lines'. 1Is that a correct, but lengthier statement? -

A. That 1s a correct interpretatrion, sir.

Questions by the counsel for the board {(Cont'd)

Q. ¥r. Arundel, {n addition to the answers to the questions I have asked, you have some
general comments on this document. Would you make them at this time?

A. Well, eir, there are some comments in note form on the fourth page of the very last
page. I1'd like to point out that this is merely a translation of the record, and this assumes
that the record is correct. However, tactical signals might also have been sent by light or
by flag, semaphore, and, in fact, ome signal is recorded as having been sent by light. Many of
these signals may have not been recorded {n the tactical log. The reason T used the FOCAF Log is not
because I was supervising it, but because I thought wyself {t was in an Operations Room and it
was avay from the noise of the bridge, and I felt that the operator had little requirement to
use hies hand set, therefore drop his pencil, and I thought it would provide the most complete log.
I find that it is just as complete as MELBOURNE. I would just like to emphasige again,sir, that
the only loga that I was able to obtain confirmatiom of receipt or repetition wae in fact FOCAF
and/or MELBOURNE's Logs. This information 1s not held in other logs., I think it is necessary
to have this if you want & complete study of what went on in Tactical Primary.

L
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Q. And does this compilatior show all such repetition?
. A. Where such repetition has occured, it has been noted, sir.

Counsel for the board:

4 Q. May I clarify that. Where repetition occure, by that Yyou mean when it was logged it has
been noted, is that ie?

A. Yes, where it was logged and repetition .... There's an example of that on page 2-1, four
from the top, 1I'd like to mention, sir, that I observed from hearsey that there could have been scme
call eignes which were incorrectly used and this waes exsmined with some concern. I found no
cases wvhere MELBOURNE used incorrect call signs. Where she might have used a better call sign
I have noted or the record has been noted, such as page 8, at the very end, when she used her
CTU call eign. For example,”MIXE CORPEN ZULU UNIFORM UNIFORM LIMA." She might have uaed
MELBOURNE 's call sign, and that would have been more appropriate. But in general there were
very few procedural errors that were obvious. 1 found that KYES receipted instead of COMDESRON
in a number of occasioms. Agsin, this 1s a very small point. Again, MELBOURNE or the CTU
often started a eigzag directing MELBOUBNE to receipt, which of course is the same operator,
and T pointed out here that it would have been better to have received the receipt from another
unit. I found that there was no clear indication that a signal made on page 2-1, namely a
directiom from COMDESRON to EVANS to assume the duty of rescus destroyer had, in fact, been
receipted. There wae only one log in which this receipt was evident, and that was in BLACKPOOL
CIC log. But again the CIC log was not complete, and I rather felt the operator was making the
sign for a receipt automstically, and my feeling was that no receipt was in fact given by EVANS,

Questions by the senicr member:

Q. On page 2-3 opposite this message to EVANS, “Assume duty of Rescue Destroyer," there
are four log columns which say "agree'. May we take it that they record in each case the signal
text BRAVO ALFA, but thset in no case do they show a receipt?

A, That is correct, sir.

Q. And BLACKPOOL's is the exception as you have noted?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Apparently it is not & convincing record of receipt?
A. That is so, sir.

Q. Of course we have BLACKPOOL's log for this period of time in the record.
Counsel for the board: Yes, sir, we do.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Questions by the counsel for the board.

Do you have additiomal remarks, Lieutenant Commander Arundel?
On commmnitions, eir?

Q

A

Q. On this document, explanatory of this gocument?

A. No constructive comments to add to the document, air.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questione by the senior member.

Q. I have a question. On page B-3 the first note with a eingle asterisk referring to the
022013 entry, under MELBOURNE Log, and the text of the note is "Tactical Operator is sent to
shake Chief Yeoman and log ia incomplete.”" 1Is that note a quote from MELBOURNE's log.

A. No, it's not a quote, sir.

Q. From what source is that information derived?

A. I'm afraid that is my knowledge in that I noticed that the log wae not complete when the
logs were put together, sir. The actual entry was"JULIET SEVEN THIS IS MIKE TWO YOU ARE ON A
COLLISION'. Obviously there was something missing and in my interrogation I found that the
operator at that time had been sent to call the Chief Commnications Yeoman.

Q. Would you say again what the actual entry for the 022013 tranemission is as shown in
MELBOURNE Log?

A. The entry is showun in MELBOURNE's log ie " JULIET SEVEN THIE IS MIKE TWO YOU ARE ON A
COLILISION". And the next entry commences with "I AM GOING HARD RIGHT"

Q. Now on page B8-1 for thet ssme transmissiom we read, "JULTET SEVEN THIS IS MIKE TWO YOU ARE
ON A NOLLISION COURSE, OVER,JULIET SEVEN ROGER OUT." Does that appear complete in FOCAF's log
as stated here?

A. Yes, it does.

Q. In my view we should not receive in this document, the information shown in the footnote
to which I have referred on page B-3, with the single asterisk, with the exception of that which
15 receiveable from an expert witness. Namely, "the log is incomplete”. May we have this footnote

"o chemgea? CERRDINTIA |,
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Counsel for the board: It will be so done sir. m

Questioms by senior member (continued)
d Q. 1 have one question if we are through with discussion of this table itself.

Counsel for the board: The witness, I believe has stated he had no further comments on this
document. But as a communications expert and the Communicatioms Officer on FOCAF's Staff, we had
3 intended to have him make a few remarks as ro communicarions procedure generally during the operation
before the board, if the board would 1like to hear them?

Senior Member: Yes.
Counsel for the board:

Q. Would you do that at this time Lieutenant Commander Arundel?
A. A comment on tactical commnicarions in the task group in question. Agein om heﬁhay
I was concerned that Bere there may have been some disparity in tactical commmication. I was umabte
te find any suppert in going through the tactical logs that in fact communicacions were poor.
Namely through repetitioms also non-raceipts. I do believe that on aome occasion Commonwealth
units did speak a little too rapidly,, whereas all comminications from American units were very
clear. However, I thought that tacticsl communications were of a very high standard.
Addicionally, I thought that tactical commmicarions 4n force, covered communications, the
broadcastes and the Task Force Broadcast gnd the Task Force Calling Circuit were becoming very
efficient. In fact there were no backloge on these eircuits. And 1 do believe that communications
were of a very high standard. It is of interest that we received, or MELBOURNE received, a
signal from EVANS either the day or two daye pYor to the accident in which she commented on
communications procedures and how well the broadcasts and the Task Force Calling Circuitr, which
MELBOURNE was controlling, were in fact turning out. I hed aleo formed the impression that EVANS
was probably the best radic communicarions unit - USN unit tiat was in the group. :
T had also heard, again this was hearsay, that there could have been some confusion over the
MIKE CORFEN ZULU UNIFORM UNIFORM LIMA, but 1 understand now, that is of no consequence. 1 did
- feel some time ago that it could have been misconatrued in that the ZULU UNIFORM could have been written
down rather badly and looked live NOVEMEER VICTOR, in which case another course could have been
derived such as 160, Becsuse, NOVEMBER VICTOR was a group.
I've also been aware that there has been some discussicn about rigzags and the authoricy for
zigzags and T thought it might interest the board if I mentiomed that in February it was obvious
- that the draft OP.Plan did not include ATP 3, the zigzag. A signal was sent by POCAF to DIREPRS
FX 39, Bangkok, asking for this publication to be inserted in the list of publications in Annex
Golf. The reply was that ATP 3 was not cleared for SEATO and thar we should, FOCAF should,
. photostat extracts from ATP 3 and include them in his Op Order, as we did in the previocus exercise,
exercise SEA GULL. This in fact was what was done. I have only teoday noticed that - or seen
a copy of ATP 3(A) which has been used in the USN and 1ir is different from ATP 3 in that the
instructions for ceasing the zigzag, that is instructions whekher to cease the zigzag automatically
when there is a change in formation such as ome unit moving from one station to another. The
difference is that ATP 3, which it is possible that some units were uding, says that the zigzag
is not to cease automatically. Whereas ATP 3(A), which might have been used by other umits,
says that it i1s to be ceased automarically, And T think this brings out a point, that we had as
a guide for the zigzags, ATP 1(A), Vol 1l to change 4. This said that the zigzag was not to cesae

automacicelly, Whereas ...

Senior Member: Did not cease automatically under what conditions?

4, When there is a change in the formation. Now this would have meent that a number of unics
that were used to ATP 1{A), Vol 1 to change 6, these units would have to have gone backwards and
relearn their doctrine. And I suggest that it is possible that there may have been some confusion
here. And we find that ATP 3 vhich is whar the Commonwealth units would in fact have used if they
had been using it, was compatable with ATP 1(A), Vol 1 to change 4. Which incidantally,
correction, ATP 3 has a British supplement which says thar the eigzag does cease. Then again for
units that were using change 6 of ATP 1{A), Vol 1, thie document would be compatable with ATP 3{a).
1'd like to point out toc that Commonwealth units would only have in the last week heve received
change 6. I'd 1ike tc mention, too, that when the decision was made thatr ATP 1(A), Vols 1 and 2,
change 4 - the decision was made that these publications would be used for SEA SPIRIT, comments
were asked as to whether this was acceptable. TFOCAF signalled that this was a retrograde step.
He felt that this was a retrograde step and could lead to a dangerous situsticn. Of course in
SEATO, it's ATP 1(A), Vole 1 and 2 to change &4, and no ATP 3. S0 that the missing piece of
informaticen for zigzage ie the definirion for zero hour. I think that's all I have to say, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questioms, sir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questioms by the senior member.

Q. Mr. Arundel, do you have or can you produce a copy of the message you referred to from FOCAF
which suggested that the use of ATP 1(A) with change &4 for this SEATO .Exercise was a retrograde step?
A, I do not have it with wme sir, I do believe it could be obrained very speedily.

Q. Could you explain the basis for that comment in light of the further fact that you just
mentioned, 1f I understund it correctly, change 6 to ATP 1(A) is only now, post exercise, being

distributed to Commonwealth umits ?
m m
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