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A, The state of changes in the two basic tactical publications 1s one of some concarn, I
believe that the Royal Navy unite obtain their changes fairly speedily, but are normally one
aheed of the Australians and New Zealenders. There was some #ignal debata prior to CINCPACFLT
deciding that change &4 would be the change for the exercise, There was some #ignal comment
to obtain change 6. In fact we did obtain change &, but it was - {t was not inserted becamuse
it arrived within a week preceeding the exercise,

Q. Then it would appear that if & decision had been made to use change 6 for the pericd of
T the exercise, it wguld have been received only a few days prior to the exarcinse.
A. By Auetralian units.

Q. By certain units.
A. That 1s correct, wsir.

Q, Therefore there would have been required a learning process in order to use change 6,
A. That's corrsct, sir.

Q. Is it not true then that the use of any particular version, whether change 4 or change 5
or change 6, would have meant that some units in the exercise would have bean Tequired to use a
publication with which they were not familiar?

A. Yes, this 1s correct. .

Q. Mr. Arundel in the preparation of FOCAF's Operation Order 1/69, certain zigzag plan
diagrams taken from ATP 3, I believe, were inserted. Is that correct?

A, That's correct. ) ..
Q. Was consideration given to the ineertion in that Op Order of any zigeag rules?
A. Not by me, sir, .

Q. To your knowledge wac comsideratiom glven to incluaiod of zigzag rules on the. part of gnyone
A. T can't really answer that question, eir, becsuse I wasn't handling the ASW section.

Q. Are the zigzag diagrams in the ASW sectiom?
A, I can't recall the sxact portion of the Op Order, sir.

(POCAF's Op Order 1/69, Exhibit 1, vas given to the witness to refresh his recollectiom),

Q. Mr. Arundel, you have reviewed FOCAF's Op Order 1/69, Exhibit 1. Can you may whether the
rigzag diagrams are in the ASW section?
A. Yes, they are in the ASW section, eir,

Q. Can you say whether the basic zigzag rules are in that section?
A. There are no rules for rigzag in this section, sir. .

Q. Mr. Arundel, returning to the document which you have prepared, Exhibit 27, new version
vhich you have just submitted. You have for a particular period of time, nemely from 0205502 to
022018Z, examined the logas of at laast five shipe - five ships snd certain commanda. Do any of the
logs used as a basis for this document record transmissions heard on the Task Group 472.1 Pri Tac...,

A, Yes, they do, siy,

"Q. «... which did not originate with any ships or command of Task Group 472,117
A. If I recall there were two signals which are not featured hers, in which - Task Group
472.3 ineludee a call sign from one unit of 472.1. Does this snswer the question, sir.

Q. No, let me restate tha question. During the period of time covered by this document,
is it true that ships and command other than those in Task Group 472.1 were using the same
frequency as was being used by Pri Tac Circuit of Task Unit 472.11%

A. Yes that's correct, sir. The convoy group in other words was using the ssme Comn Plan,

Q. Do mny of the loge which you combed in order to get the material displayed in thie document
record any transmission of any kind from Task Group 472.3 or sy other mource om this cireuit.
A. Two logs do, sir. MELBOURNE's and FOCAF's. .

Q. And vhat do they record?
A. What appears to be au complete diary of tremsmiseion from the convoy group. There's no

evidence of interference.

Q. Is it possible that a ship in Task Unit 472.1 other than MELBOURNE, could have heard any of
these other transmissiona? .

A. I can say it is most unlikely, sir. Because the height of MELBOURNE's mast was certainly
more than that of any other unit in the gToup.  And from 2000 onwards the groups were considerably
displaced. I'm not sure of the exact distance but I think it was between the order of 20 or 30
miles. And UNF communicatioms ahould have suffered at this range and i{n fact there is no -
virtuelly no record of the convoy groups tactical commnications from that time, from 2000.

Q. And you're speaking in ZULU time?

A. I'm sorty I'm speaking in local time. : cm
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Q. So that from 2000 local time or 13002, it {s your view if I understand correctly, that
interference was most unlikely?

A. It was most tnlikely. I'd like to mention too that there
At approximately midnight and there vas pome jamming - deliberate

¢ this 18 of no consequence now,

was s SAC Exercise that ended
lamming in this exercise. But

Q. That's a separate subject?
A. T would like very, very quickly though to give a positive anewer to that questiom by
W *kimming through MELBOURNE'a log or FOCAF's log to establish whesher, in fact, there was any sign
©of the convoy's commumication.
Senior Member: Very well,

(The senior member directs the witness
scans them for the appropriate material).

be given the aforemantioned logs and the witness then

Witnees: S8ir, there'a g very brief mentiom of call signs which I recognize as being the
convoy group at 17502 1650z, but from the record it's indistince because only two or three groups
are recorded. There 1s more commmication then recorded, prior to 1500Z,

Q. So that the latest recorded instance of communication on this circuit from outside this
Task Group 472.1, is at what time?
A, T believe it's 1810, sir. A Record JXRAY FIGHT THIS IS OSCAR NINE BRAVO BRAVD TWENTY SEVEN,
Q. TIs that 1810z, - '
A. Yes, the log is in ZULY time, sir.

Q. Who is the apparent originator of the transmission in question?
A. The call sign for DAMAE from the CTU, XRAY EIGHT and OSCAR NINE. The signal is telling
BRONSTEIN to assume the duty of rescue destroyer. K : -

Q. More generally, Mr, Arundel, have you received from any source, reports of difficulties
experienced by those participating in the exerciee as a result of the use of a particular tactical
pPrimary frequency by more than ome task group at the zams time?

A, 1 feel that this {s a difficult question to answer because I would have believed wve would
have experienced considersble difficulty, - I bave had no occasion, to my knowledge, to receive a
8ignal in which this Problen has been manifested, I ai4d in fact - FOCAF made a =signgl to Yyourself,
#ir, asking 1f you wanted to stay on your existing COMMPLAN or change at half time, The answer was
that you were going to stay on your particular frequency - COMMFLAN which was separate from the
convoy's, But during the first half of the exercise when FOCAF'as group and the convoy group were
working in proxdmity, there was much communication, of course, but I don't believe it was ever g
difficulty., It was a case of one ship or two units perhaps, perhaps the screen commander and the
Task Group Commander using that circuit. And this wae rigidly adhered to, and it wae successful,

Q.. It is true then that you have recelved no camplaints as to general interference by this
procedure of having more than one Task Group from time to time on the same frequency. -

A. That is correct, sir, It's possible, sir, that samebody mey have commented In their post
exercise report and I would not be awere of it » I'd ke to mention that fact,

Q. Is 1t true that FOCAF has called for rather comprehensive post exercise reports covering
among other things, communicatiors?

A

Q.
A,

Yes, sir,

From all participants in the exerciss?
That 1s correct,

Senior Member: The board has no further questlons of this witness at thig tima,

Counsel for the Yoard: 8ir, we have ome unfinished task., We would ask thet Exhibit 27 (Revisea),
be admitted into evidence an? that it be substituted for Exhibit 27, previocusly admitted.

Senior Member: Make it so,

Counsel has questione of this witnees on another subject, but in view
the Board's wishea and adjourn t111 tomorrow morning if that 1= the

Counsel for the Board:
of the hour we will defer to
board's wish,

Senlor Member: This Board is adjourned for today until tanori-cw morning at 0830 and immediately
after our review of today's testimony, we would be 4in a position to meet with My, Arundel if counsel
i1s ready at that time, :

Counsel for the board: And we might express the board's thanks to Liewtenant Borman, who

participated with Lieutenant Commanier Arundel on this project.

Benlor Member: Well I should 1ike to state samething on the record on that score, It's quite
clear that this document has required a great deal of painataking work and we are indeed Indebted
to you, Mr, Arundel, and you, Mr, Borman, for that work which I'm sure has taken many long hours in

the past few days, Thank you very much.
| COMBIBENTM L

The Board recessed at 1740 bours, 20 Juns 1969,
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The board reconvened in executive session st 0830 hours, 21 June 1969. During this session
the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transcript end made executive decisions as to
future proceedings of the bosrd.

The board recessed at 1036 hours, 21 June 1969,
The board reconvened {n closed seasfon at 10@1 hours, 21 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned were again
present,

Lieutenant Commander Richard Jsmes Arthur Tagg Arundel, Royal Australfan Navy, was recalled
by counsel for the board, was reminded that he was 8till under oath, end testified as follows:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. LCDR Arundel, this agein is closed seasion of the board. The board has several questions
1t would like to ask in closed session which will be followed by an open session to develop
cerctain matters within your knowledge which are of an unclassified nature in the opinion of the
board. LCDR Arundel, following the collision between EVANS and MELBOURNE, did you, in your
capacity &s FOCAF Communications Officer, take any actioh with respect to classified and erypto
materisl which might have been recovered either on board the MELBOURNE or in that water?

A, Yes, sir, I did.

Q. Would you describe that action please? -- L .

A. First of all, the signal was initiated informing all ships to report any clessified
mAterial recovered by the American unita to COMDESKON 23 and Commonweslth units to FOCAF under
seal. It must have been half an hour after the collisfon that I walked around the flight deck
and forecastle area, vhere 1 found a certain smount of classified material. Signals were then
made relating to what wes found.

Q. What was the result of the measages that were gent?

A. T am not awatre of what was collected from the Americen units, but Commonwealth units
forvarded a certain amount of material under seal to me. American units forwarded &ny material
found directly to KYES and I was not aware of that, Some material was recovered and forwarded
under seal to me from Commonwealth units including a publication which 1 saw a few minutes sgo.
Subsequently, the following day, a publication was found on the fluke of the port anchor. This
was not classified to my knowledge.

Q. Did you, either through this process of forwarding to you, or by your own search, discover

any cryptographic material?
A.  Yes, sir. The only eryptographic material that I found was in fact a fragment of a

shackle code.

Q. Was it the shackle code im use? And where was that found?
A. It was found on the flight deck - some on the flight deck and some on the forcastle - of

MELBOURNE .

Q. And who found that?
A. T did.

Q. To your knowledge was any other cryptographic material found by any other units fuvolved

in the search?
A. I can't angwer that. To my knowledge, that is, none was found.

Qe Hasve you had s chance to examine the shackle code which you recovered?
A. Yesn, T have, sir.

Q. Hsve you compared it against the ghackle code which, to your knowledge, was in effect

for the period?
A. TYes. And it ties in with the tables of the current shackle code, sir.

Q. And to what date does it tie {n?
A. Dsys 4, 5, and 7.

Q. Of what month?
A. The month of June.

Q. And were those the days which would have been effective for the PX-39 exercises?
A. They were not effective at this time.

Q. Were they in the same volume as was effective at the time of that exercise?

A. Yes, they were. I would like to mention that the firat material that was locsted, in fact,
was put in an envelope. Later I found that one of the survivors was the Registered Publicstions
Officer. I found him in - a normal mantal state and I gave him the emvelope - the first envelope
of classified mpterial found, Subsequently, smaller smounts of msterisl were given te CDR

McClarsn of COMASW Group ONE Command, and also Captain Moore. i : :

[ECLASSIFIED cameams
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Qi Are the fragments of the shackle code which you have before you included in the meterial
which was given to Captain Moore and CDR MeClaran?
A: The materia]l that I have here vas given to both, I belfeve LT Murphy, by nsme, and CDR
McClaran.

Counsel for the board: Counsel would ask that this material would collectively be identified
a3 Exhibit 56 and admitted into evidence, substituting a photograph thereof in the permanent
Tecord.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FPOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questians by counsel for the board:

Q: Included fn the material you have is & match box. Could you identifty the matech box?
A: Well, T can fdentify it as similar to a match box which I obtained on the foressstle to
inclde small tetters of erypto and other ~ what appeared to be classified material,

~i  And did you use this as a container for the fragments which you found?
A: Yes, sir. I did.

Seninr Member: This may be admitted, counsel.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSFL POR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

<: LCDR 4rundel, 1f you could answer these questions within the classification of Confidential
we ssk you to do s, 1If not, please advise counsel. What is the security classification of the
document that adviges shipe to wvhich edition of the shackle code i in force in the task group?

ni Confidential. It is in fact, Annex GOLF to the OpOrder, ) ,

w: What is the destgnation of the doucment to which the scraps were compared? Security
classilication - what 1g the imsue?
<! BMSP TX 501 JULIET.

§¥' LCDR Arundel, wars there any cther debris i~ the vicinity of the tattered shackle rnde
pazes? .

4: 4 certaln smount of what appeared to be - or it was classified. It appeared to me to b~
tatters fronn the FOCAP OpOrder because of the ¥Yeproduced printing and also what appeared to he to
me at firgt zlance, something l1ike ATP-1 ALFA. However,I believe o4 a Very cursorv examination
this morniang, it is not 1 ALFA, but possibly...Correction, that's Volime 1 I em referring to, It
could have heen Volume II. It could have been ATP-3. 1It'g s similar sort of page.

q: What portion of the page are you referring to?

43 I'm referring to the bottom edges, where the publication seys Change Number 2, 1t
2ppears to be the standerd sort of ATP format.

Q: Was any text included in the portions you gaw?
A: I believe not enough from, from my examination, to tell me what the publication was.

W' Were these pages properly safeguarded?

h: They were, yes, sir. The two publicationg which were complete, which I mentioned, one
was found on the fluke of the port anchor, and it appeared to be a gunnery system check-off
manual and the other one I understand was a TRIG publication for the Korean Area.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by & member (ADM Stevenson):

Q: Which publication?
a: I understand it was a gunnery TRIG publication.

Counsel for the board: Could you speak up, sir?
LCDR Arundel: 1 understand it was a trigonometric.,,.

Questions by the senior member:

Q: 1 cannot understand from that word alone what kind of information is contsined 4in the

publication.
4A: T don't know myaelf, sir. I was advised that was what it was.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:
Q: Could you identifty any types of debris what were in the vicinity of the recovered shackle

code fragment?
A: Other than the publications which T have mentioned, I don't recall aeeing any unclasaified

material. I &id see a few labels associated with equipment vhich were also f{ncluded in this small

collection.
. CHPINDENE

02 OCumBu—t.
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Q: LCDR Arundel, let me back up for purposes of clarification, with Tespect to the search
you made on the forecastle and flight deck forvard could you again, as specifically as you can ot
this time, identifty the items vhich you Perscnally obsarved and recovered?

A Yes, sir. I made two tours. In the first tour of the flight deck snd forecastle I
found tattars of wvhat 1a the SEATO nubaral code - tatters of Possibly ATP - - -

Q: That 1a whet we heve t{ntroducad in snother a:hibit. is thet correct?
A: That is correct. A couple of labels for equipment and a couple of tatters of papen
vhich appear to heve come from one of FOCAT's OpOrdets. ‘

Q: Can you identify the specific place that’you recoverad sach of thege?

A: Yes, one of the tatters of the shackle cods was found on the flight deck in the vicinicy
of the wreckage on the POTt side and the remainder was ewbedded in the wrecksge on the forecastle,
generally, with a faw feat of the point of impact.

Q: Port or starboard?

A: On the port stde. 1 might add that these are very small fragments. There were alse
litele pleces, 1ike confetti, which were Quite unrecognizeable - Just pieces of confeted wvhich
were splattered around the bulkheads.

Q: LCDR Arundel, you heve before you a mumber of fragments of documents plus a name tage or
a label from o plece of squipment. Doss that constitute the itema you recovered from the
forecastle and flight deck section, axcept for the publications which you returnsd to the
custodian?

A: Yes, it does.

Counsel for the board: At this time, sir, we would like those identified as Exhibit 57 and
admitted into evidence. We will substitute ¢ photograph for them in the record, 1f thet is
satisfactory. .

Senior Member: Make it (1.0 o .
EXAMIFATION BY THE COUNSEL FR TEE BOARD {(Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board?

Q: You elso indicated earlier that something entitled a TRIC table was recovered - or a
TRIG 1list. Is that correct?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: Thank you.
Couneel for the board: Sir, counsel have no further questions for classified session.
Benior Member: The board has no further quastions. Let us sssume open hearing.

Counsel for the board: Before the board goes into open session, LCDR Arundel, you are at
this time given the OPPOTtunity to add amything that you believe is relevant to the board's
proceedings of & clsssified nature vhich has not been brought out by prior questions, po you
have such a statement?

LCDR Arundel: T have rothing to add, sir, except & commant to something I testified to
last night, concerning the detail of o signal from another Broup. It occured to me afterwvard that
in fact, 1t was not from the convoy group, but in fact KEARSARGE's group. This meant that
KEARSARGE's group was spparently on the circuit at that time. I hadn't appreciate this point.
The point was that instead of just Task Group 472.1 and 472.3, which ig the e€onvoy group, being
on the circuit, also we had 472.2. I don't know the reason for this, efr. I understood that
after breaking awsy from the RAS that 472.2 would revert te its own COMM Plan, which was BRAVO
XBAY. It's merely a point clarifying the aignal,

Counsel for the board: Very well, LCDR Arundel, we will take o short recess and then resume
in public session. N

The board recessed at 1113 hours, 21 June 1969.

303 | Comspa:



—— - e om v - f——— -

, 77
¢ I

The board reconvened st 1122 hours, 21 Jume 1569,
All persons who were present when the board recessed were again present,
Senior Member: The hearing is now open.

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing. Anyone who may be & witness in this case should
withdraw from the room.

Senior Member: During closed gession, with LCDR Arundel, Royel Australian Navy, as witness, the
board has received classified testimony concerning the following: An expanded transletion and analysis
of the Primary Tactical Circult logs of Task Group 472.1 for 2-3 June; classified Tactical publications
in use by Task Force L472; communications quality; and classified debris recovered after the colliszion.
Counsel wmay proceed.

ICDR Richard James Tagg Arundel, Royal Australian Navy, was recalled by counsel for the board,
was reminded thet he was sti)]l under ocath end testified as follows:

EXAMINATICN BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for. the board:

Q. LCDR Arundel, in your capacity as POCAF's Communications Officer for Exerclse Bea Bpirit,
did you have the opportunity to observe the statue - the quality of communications within that
exerclse group?

" A. Yee, sir. It was my responsibility to asuperviee all communications agpects.

Q. Have you received any post exerclse reports as to communications quality and procedure?
A, I have received one or two, There are others which I have not seen, which I am aware have
been sent to FOCAF,

Q. Are you aware, from your own observation, a&s to the quality of the communications during
the pericd?
A. I'm well awvare, sir, of the quality of communicationsz.

Q. Is there anything that you can say in this unclagsifled session as to the quality of commun-
ications? :

A, From my observations and from a very close scrutiny of the tactical logs, it's my opinion
that the tactical voice communications were of a very high standard., I might mention that the ship
would be responsible for ilnitlating most of the traffic would be the ship of the task group commander,
task unit commander, which in this case was MELBOURNE. And her pignals have been examined very,
very closely. I find them in perfectly satiefactory procedural order.

Q. Apart fron procedure, were communications satisfactory in your opinion - Communication
reception?

A. This aspect has been examined as well. Several logs are very complete and precise and give
an indication of the amcunteof traffic which is on the principal tactical maneuvering circuit. It
is apparent from this record that the circult was not overloaded.

Q. DPaged on either your general examination, or your detalled examination of the records during
the exercise, were you able to conclude anything as to EVANS' communications practices and procedures?
A. There ip no indication that there was any deficiency in the EVARS' communications - radio
communications. In fact, &z I previcusly testified, it was my impression early in the exercise that
EVANS was a very fine radio communications ship., And I had nothing to give me any cause for concern

in that regard. .

Counsel for the board: If the board has no further questions on that aspect of this witness'
tegtimony, I would like to procesd in another area with him at this time?

Benior Member: Please do,.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. LCDR Arundel, during the period of approximately midnight until the time of collizlon on
3 June, where were you?

A. I was the FOCAF's Duty SBtaff Qfficer in the Operations Room of HMAS MELBOURKNE.

Q. And do you recall, from your own recollection, what the group disposition and course and
speed were during that pericd?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Would you gtate the disposition in general terms - unclassified?
A. The screen was displaced ahead of the carrier on the base course - am I allowed to glve
details? .

Q. You may gilve the base course, the speed and the zigzag plan number.

A. I war aware that the base course was 220, but MELBOURNE was zigzegging in eaccordance with
the prescribed zigzag plan 13 SIERRA.
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Q. What was the source of that 21gzag plan? & 4 -
ey

A. The source of this plan was FOCAF's Operation Order.

Q. Do you recall the base speed of the formetion?
A. I belleve the base speed was 18 knots,

Q. And the zero hour for the zigzag plan?
A. The zero hour was 2300, local time.

Q. .oy again?
A. That was the previous night.

@. Do you recall e signal being sent to EVANS anytime during that perilod to take rescue destroyer
station?
A. Yes, I do remember it well.

Q. And approximately what time was that?
A, Approximately 9 or 10 minutes past 3.

8enlor Member: Counsel the question was do you recall a gignal telling EVANS to take rescue
destroyer station. I suggest it be put to the witness again, so he may review his anawer.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Maybe I can rephrase it by saying, do you recall a signal to EVANS requiring a change of
station by her?
A. That is correct, sir.

Q. Do you recall what the signal was? . . K
A. Yese, I do,

Q. Will you state 1t please?
A, The way in which it was...

Q. Will you state the meaning of the signal?
A. The meaning of the eignal was, from MELBOURNE as CTU to EVANS, take statlion - correction -
form column at standard distance in the order MELBOURNE - EVANS,

Q. And what was that distance?
A. That distance would be 1000 yards astern of carrier,

Q. And where were you at the time that this signal was glven?
A. I was sitting beside the Tactical Operator who wae copying and recording on a circuit in

the Operations Room.

Q In the Operations Room?
. Yes.

@. Did you actually hear the radio message or was it reported to you by the Tactical Operator?
A. It was reported to me. I asked for a repetition because I wasn't satlefied with the way he
had described it to me. This is purely a communications facet,

Q. And d41d the repetition clarify?
A. His description clarified what I required.

Q. And what circuit 4id this message...
A. Tactical Primary,

Q. At that time, what do you recall as to the next event? -
A, The nex®# event was a, I believe, a call from the bridge, and I believe 1t was the Captain's

voice, saylng, "Watch EVANS, she appears to be on a steady bearing.”

Q. And how wag that call from the bridge recelved in the Operations Room?
A. It was receipted by the Plot Operator in the Cperations Room.

Q. Maybe my question wasn't clear. Over what type of a circult was it received in the Operatlons

Room - a loudspeaker?
A. loudspeaker, yes.

Q. Did you recognize the Captain's voice?
A. Again, this is after the event, but I think 1t was the Captaln's volce.

Q. Did you teke any action at that time upon recelving that message?
A. Yes. I sald to the Plot Cperator at the time, "Have you got EVANS?" and his reply was, "Yes,

I'm watching 1t."

Q. And what was the next occurrence as far as you observed?
A. The next occurrence was, in fact, a signal reported to me, sent from MELBOURNE as CIU to

EVANS, stating, "fou sre on a collision course.”
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Q. Did you receive a report of any signal intervening between the original signal to take
column and the one stating, “You are on & collsion course?”
A, Yes. There was a pignal made from MELEOURNE as CTU to EVANS, giving a course.

Q. And what was the course that was stated?
A. The course as stated was decoded as 260.

Q. And can you recall the approximate interval between the three signels you have now indicated
were sent?
A. I can't give an answer to that, sir. It was s matter of 1 or 2 minutes.

Q. And the messege you heard from the bridge, which you tentatively identified as belng the
Captein's volce, did that go over an internel or external circult?
A, An internal circuit.

Q. What action did you take when you heard - when the message to EVANS was reported to you -
"You are on a collision course?”

A. Well, my immediate reection was to look at the radar and to try to establish a picture of the
screen and EVANS in relation to the course of MELBOURKE.

Q. Were you able to identify the EVANS on the radar scope?
A. Yes, I was.

Q. Can you glve e range and bearing to EVANS from MELBOURNE at that time?
A. Well, again this is very difficult, because it is now after the event, but at the time I
thought it was about 260 and about 2000 yards.

Q. 260 being a true bearing?

A. A true bearing. - } ‘ .

Q. Did you use & bearing cursor and range ring to determine the bearing and range or did you do
it by eye?

A, By eye.

Q. And do you recall the scale the scope was on at that time?
A. After the event, yes.

Q. What was the scele?
A. The scale was 4 miles.

Q. Going back now to a question of the message recelved from the Tactical Operator, Am I to
understand that you asked for clarification in the way he stated the signal becauge that was incorrect,
or that the signal as received was incorrect? Could you clarify that?

A. I'm sorry. I didn't mean to infer that the signal was incorrect. As Communications Officer,

T am in & habit of insisting that the Tactical Operator is explicit in reporting the tactical signals
on the basis that if they mre not exactly right, they are totally wrong. And I waegn't satisfied
with the way he put it to me, It's as simple as that.

Q. And it was solely the Tactical Operator hearing the gignal whom you were correcting, is that
correct? The Tacticel Operator hearing the signal in the Ops Roam and reporting it to you, 1s that
correct?

A, Yes.

Q. It was not the Tacticel Qperator who actually sent the signal?
A. No. Not at all, It was merely the fact that the operator had recorded correctly and had
not described the matter in e prescribed manner,

Q. And going back to your action in looking at the radar scope. Did you at any time mske &
plot on the radar scope?
A. FNo. I did not.

Q. By grease pencil or other means?
A, No. I 4did not.

Q. Did the plotter make such a mark as to EVARS and MELBOURKE? .
A. He recorded on the horizontsl plot certaln positions, because that's his duty.

Q. By horizontel plot, you mean the LoP?

A. Yes. That is correct. Principally trying to understand the plcture end, of course, the
presentation of the rader paint looked a little sptrange in that it was pointing directly at the
ship. This iz not unusuel of course, but I half believed that the ship was a little slow in reecting

to the signal.

Q. By the ship, you mean which ship?
A. I mesn the EVANS, I think to continue this point, as FOCAF'g Staff Officer, it i1s incumbent

upon me to report a pituation as 1t is developing within a few seconds of observing the sltuation.
T then reported directly to the Admiral thet EVANS was reported on a collision course taking up her
gtation astern of MELBOURNE.

Q. Did you make that report perscnally or by telephone?
A. I made it personally.
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Q. Where did you have to go to make that report?
A. To the Admiral'e cabin - the Admiral's sea cabin.

Q.‘ Bo am I to understend that you were then absent from the Operations Room for a short period
of time?
A. Yes. That 1a correct.

Q. Could you fix, for the board's benefit, by events, the tlme you departed and time you
returned to the Operations Room?
A. I believe, in time, it cowldn't have been more than 15 or 20 seconds.

Q. What do you recall as the last event prior to your leaving the Operations Room?
A. I believe the last event was the signal made by MELBOURNE, as CTU, to EVAN3 that she was on
a collkion course, ’

Q. And I belleve you stated you followed that by a lock at the radar scope?
A, Yes.

Q. And you left after doing that, 1s that correct?
A, Yes.

Q. Following notifylng the Admiral, did you return to the Operations Room?
A, Yes, sir, I did,

Q. What was the first event you recall upon your return to the Operations Room?

A, I immedlstely asked, "Where is EVANS?" There was & pause, I asked again and the Plot
Operator sald, "She ic merging,” This confused me a little, as I had seen her on the radar plot
some gseconds before, at what I thought was about 2000 yards.

Q. Can you connect any radio messages with your return to the Operations Room?

A. Yes. Almost immediately the Tacticel Cperator turned and reported tret MELBOURNE was going
hard left and then almost, what appears in my mind to be mlmost the same breath, said, "And EVANS
is going hard right." And this in fact is the way he wrote it down in his log.

Q. Did he indicate to you which message was received first?

A. Well, as I said, my memory of it is that he reported MELBOURNE's signal to me first and this
corresponds in fact with the log. This is my memory of the incident. In fact there were other aspects
when the logs were examained. .

Q. LCDR Arundel, I believe you prepared a statement shortly after the event., Would you like
to examine that statement? Would it refresh your recollectlon if you examine it at this time?
A, I believe it might.

Counsel for the board handed the witness his statement.

Q. Have you had an opportunity to examine the document?
A, Yes, sgir,

Q. Is your recollection refreshed at this time?
A, As well as possible.

Q. Inviting your attention agaln to the moment you returned to the Operations Room, would you
like to answer agaln the radio messages that you recall belng reported to you at that time?

A. The Tactical Operator, sir, reported some seconde after I returned to the Operations Room,
"WMELBOURNE is going hard left," and again what in my memory appears to be seconds, saying, "EVAKS
1s going hard right."

Q. Did he indicete to you whether those messages were received contemporaneously with his report
or may have been received while you were gone?

A, The manner in which he reported them to me, and my memory of the incldent, ia such that as
an gperator sitting down writing, he had Kalf turned and he was making the report, I belleve for
the first time.

Q. Was he also making the report to acmeone else 1n addition to you?
A. Well, he was speaking his signal to the Operatlions Roam Officer and myself,

Q. B0 the report was not solely to you? In other words, there were other people to whom his

reports were addressed?
A. I believe so, sir,

Q. I would like to retrace the steps here a short distance. At thig time that you locked at
the radar for the first time, you indicated that the paint was pointed directly at the ship. Would
you explain a little more fully exactly how you determined this from the radar paint of EVANS?

You may use the paper and felt tipped pen to draw it if you would like.

The witness moved to the easel,

Q. Would you put an "M" for MELBOURNE, please?
A, (The witness did as directed). The screen displaced (sic) and I recall seeing this paint
which ig a radar paint - an echo. It appeared to be & slight line that points over this way or
. that way. By this way and that way, it's close range, and I would have expected that if the ship
’ were moving that I might have seen a different type of paint. This confused me slightly because
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I wasn't gure of whether it was in fact still another ship in the screen. Ag the paint was laying
llke this, and MELBOURNE's course appeared to be almost directly in line with it « that ceused me to
make the declsglon to c¢all the Admirel, because I wagn't happy with the situation,

Counsel for the board: &ir, with your permission, we will identify that as Exhibit 58 and
requests it's admission into evidence, PBut before it is admitted, LCDR Arundel, was there any
indication in the echo of EVANS's wake?

A. Sir, I really didn't have time to examine this detail.

Q. Was the ship's heading marker on the scope turned on or off?
A. It was off, to my memory.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, sir, we request its admission as Exhibit 58,
Senlor Member: BSo be 1it,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'a)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Now returning to the time you indicated that you went to call the Admiral, what was the
route and distance you had to take to reach him?
A, The Admiral's sea cabin is some 30 paces aft of the Operations Room on the same deck,

Q. And when you arrived there, was it necessary to wake the Admiral or was he already awake?

A, Yes, I knocked on the door, flung it open and he awakened immediately. I reported to him
as I testifled previcusly, "EVANS is reported on a collision course taking up 8tation astern of
MELBOURNE. "

Q. Did he say anything to you? o .
A, Yes, he immediately saild, "Oh, my God,” eand jumped out of bed immediately and followed me
out, He then went to the Flrg Bridge. I went to the Operations Room.

Q. Did you have the opportunity to observe EVANS?
A. I went directly back to the Operations Room and on my right side, as I would have gone in
the Operations Room, there 1s the open door leading to the Flag Bridge.

Q. And what field of vision di1d you have through that door?
A. I think it is difficult to answer exactly because the Flag Bridge 18 glassed and one could
see gomething in the fleld vislion of green 30 to green 150.

Q. DPid you see anything that you thought might be EVANS through that door?

A. Well, again in picking up the event, I belleve I did see a shape. I was so interested in
getting back to the Operations Room and getting the plcture again, as reported to the Admiral, that
I d1dn't think about this many details.

Q. DIid you see any lights on the ship?
. A. Well, again it's difficult to remember. It was a fleeting glimpse, but I thought I did see
lights, but I cannot make a positive statement., I can recognize in my mind its shape, that's all.

4. Cean you describe the shape?

A. Well, I thought I could see an outline, but 1t is so difficult to describe this, because I
had no bellef that it would be seconds to a collision. In fact I felt that EVANS was just a little
slow to react and this,... I'm accustomed to observing, with respect, that American ships are a 1ittle
slower to react to tactical signels than Commonwealth ghips. This is not & criticiem, 1t 1s just
something which I have.in my mind as a communicator., And I fully believe that she was about to react,

Q. I'm not trylng to get you to answer the questions which are not within your knowledge, but
the board 1s quite interested in the observations you had. Did you have any impression ag to the
direction the shape you saw was proceeding?

A. I can't give anything concrete. I passed the space which leads onto the Flag Bridge, and I
dildn't go back there until the moment of the impact.

Q. And you indicated that you had an impression that there were lights, Can you recall what
types of lights?
A. Well, I couldn't answer that, sir.

Q. 4And following that, you did return to the Operations Rocm. And a clarifylng question on the
get-up in the Cperations Room. Are there any radioc circuits which are @n speakers rather than
headsets in the Cperatlons Room?

A, Any number of circulte can be put on a loudspeaker.

Q. Well, on thls particular night, was the Primary Tactical Circuit on a speaker?
A. Yes, but the speaker was turned down.

Q. Did you hear any transmissions over the Primary Tacticsel Circuit?
A. I heard them in a low tone, because the speaker was turned down.

Q. Were you able to diestingulsh the message which you heard on them?
A. No, I daidn't ip this case.
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Q. Returning to the point when you entered the Operations Room again, you indicated that the
Tactical Operator informed you of two signals and that.you were informed that the plots had merged,
What was the next event that you recall following that?

A, I went to the radar plot and tried to see how the gituation had developed. I couldn't
recognize EVANS, I then went to the Tactical Operator and sald, "Heve you any more signals.” He
was writlng furiously and said, "No." Then I went aft in the Operations Room to L2ok at the plot
agaln, because the plot had recently been reestablished.

Q. By the plot you mean the LOP?
A, I mean the LOP, yes. And there was not sufficient time there to grasp what was golng on.
Thoughts were occurring to me at that very moment and then there was the impact.

Q. What d1d you do at that time?
A. I reallzed that the Admirel wasn't in the Operations Room, he was on the Flag Bridge. I
rushed out to the Flag Bridge and there 1t was,.

Q. And what dld you see?

A, I saw EVANS' stern over and what appeared to be & propellor out of the water and gteam
rising from a boller which had burst. And then memory of the impact as to sensation, I remember it
was like a sew golng into a log - grinding ncoise followed by a thump., I recognized that what I
belleve to have been the boller because it sounded Just like an explosion and I paw the steam rising,
covering the flight deck and, in fact, it flooded the Flag Bridge &and forced me to duck.

Q. Could you give the board an estimate of the force of the impact as you felt 1t?
A. Well, my impression was that we had bumped and that it was an alongside bump and that it was
Just a simple touch. It was almost as though you were cutting butter - a similar sensation.

Q. Almost ms though you were?

A. Cutting butter,

Q. Did you continue to observe EVARS? .

A. For a second or two. The fromt of the flight deck was shrouded in steam, I dldn't realize
that the bow had been sheared off at thls stage and the stern came in very rapldly on the starboard
glde. The Admiral reacted very quickly and very calmly and pald, 'We must get help immediately,"
which I thought was an admirable swmming up of the situation.

Q. Were you able to make an estimate as to the angle between the two shlps at the moment that
you saw them?
A. It appeared to me at the moment, I thought, to be a right angle collision.

Q. You indicated that EVANS rolled on her side. Can you estimate the degree of roll that you
observed?
A. T thought it was only about 30 or LO degrees.

Q. But you did see the port.... Was it the port propellor out of the water?
A. Yes, and the side. There was a lot of light from the steam and I presume that there was
st1ll some flame from the boller which was reflected and made the scene quite 1it up.

Q. Can you estimate what portion of EVANS you were seeing - the limits of the portion you were
seelng?

A, At the moment that I saw the impact it was well down under the prow of the bow,,.. MELBOURNE's
bow. 1 fleetingly recognized a funnel, the rest, of course, within seconds, as the stern began to
came in on the starboard side.

Q. Did you, at any time, hear any sound signals from either ship?

A. Yes, I did. On my way from reporting to the Admiral, on my way back to the Operations Room,
I heard the two blasts,

Q. From which ship?

A. From the MELBOURNE,

Q. Did you hear any from EVANS?
A. No, I heaerd nothing.

Q. Di? you hear any of the rudder orders given on boerd MELBOURNE?
A, Ro. I would not have been in a position to hear them unless another speaker had been used
by error.

Q. You indicated that Just prior to collision you looked at the LOP, Local Operations Plot, and
that 1t had Just been restarted, I believe, Is that correct?
A, Yes, that 1g correct.

Q. Do you recall how meny minutes it had been going at the time of collision?
A. Only after the event, It was some & or § minutes,

Q. LCDR Arundel, with respect to the operation of the Primary Tactical Circuit, is there a
difference between Commonwealth and U.S, Navy ships as to the persons who speak on the circuit?

A. My understanding in that there 1s. The difference 1s ,that in Commonwealth Navies, the
Tactical Operator is a trained sallor, and I understand that ln the United States Navy, the custom
is for an officer only to man the circuit, although it is recorded by & sailor.
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Q. And would it normally be in - if I'm getting outside the area of your knowledge, you may say
g0 - in the Commonwealth shipse then, it would not be a normal practice for the person who hears z
message on the Primary Tactical Circult to actuslly glve a wheel or engine order in response thereto,
Is that correct?

A, Could you make that statement again?

Q. In Commonwealth ships, then, the person who actually hears the message would not normally be
the one who would give B wheel or engine order in response to that. Is that correct?

A. In this size -~ 1in this yarticular force, there would be no possibility of the Tactical
Operator giving helm orders.

Q. But in USN ships, there would be the practice, would there not, that the officer who actually
heard the message on the radio would be the one to respond by wheel or englne order, if such action
was required?

A. If he was the sole officer on the bridge, certalnly. EBut my understanding is that there 1is
another officer who may be conning the ship as opposed to the second who may be recording tactical

- plgnals,

Q. In connection with those last two gquestions, would it not be normal then, and if it's
within your Knowledge, that the USN officer who had the conn would normally hear a signal on the
Primary Tectical Circuit?

A. I belleve that he would. To my knowledge, American speakers, which of course we have in
three DDGs, are very good and I belleve that with the bridge that you have, for instance in the
EVANS - I belleve that he probably would hear all tactical aignals.

Q. And in view of that situation, do you belleve that perhaps your broesd generalizetion as to
the action time may need qualification?

A. Yes. In qualifylng this, I mean that it 1g probable, the way I see 1t, that in USN unite
the signal would be recelved and then interpreted by officers who are not trained in interpreting
communications as rapidly as a trained Tactical Operator. Namely, they have to go £o a book or they
should go to a book and determine the exact meaning of & signal, I think this implies a delay.

Q. Do I lnterpret that to mean that a Tactical Operator would not go to & book to interpret a
messege?

A. No, I don't mean that at all. I mean that he 1s much more familiar with the book and with
procedures and that he will, by virtue of his training as a specielist, give an answer very quickly,

Q. Are not there certaln well know tactical signals which all officere who stand watches would
normally know?
A. Oh, yes. This 1= s0.

Q. Golng back to the question of the shape you saw while returning from the Admiral's sems cabin,
could you give a relative bearing at the time you observed that shape?

A. I believe it was between Green 30 to Green 4O.

Senlor Member: I have a question.

Counsel for the board: Yes, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr, Arundel, are you intimately familiar with the detaills of the training of Commonweath
Tactical Operators?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. Are you intimately familiar with the details of trainig of United States Officers of the
Deck?
A. No, I'm not.

Counsel for the board: I have no further guestions,

Senior Member: No further questions.

Counsel for the board: LCDR Arundel, you are privileged at this time to make any further state-
ment covering anything releting to the subject matter of the investigetion that you think should be
a matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out by the previous
questions, DO you have such a statement?

LCDR Arundel: Ko, I don't.

The witness wmg warned, excused, and withdrew from the hearing room.

Senior Member: We will recess until 1345,

The board recessed at 1215 hours, 21 June 1969.
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The board reconvened at 1402 hours, 21 June 1969,

All peréons connected with the board, who were present when the board recessed,
were again present.

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing and anyone who may expect to
be called as a witness should withdraw from the room. At this time counsel for
the board calls Lieutenant (Junior grade} Covert.

Lieutenant {junior grade) Jefferey W. Covert, U.S. Naval Reserve, was called as
a witness by counsel for the board, was swgn and examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Counsel for the board: Mr. Covert, you have been called as a witness for this
investigation, which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision
of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK £. EVANS, because it is understood that you have
evidence which may assist the board in its investigation. You are advised that
the evidence is being received in open sessfon of the board, and that disclosure
of classified information is not authorized during open session. Should the answer
to any question which you are asked require you to disclose classified information,
you are requested not to answer the question, but to advise the board that the
answer would require you to disclose classified information. In such cases, you
will later be given an opportunity to testify as to classified information in
closed session, If, however, you can anser the question either in part or in
general terms without disclosing specific classified details, you should do so, and
advise the board of your desire to amplify in later closed session, Under United
States law no witness may be compelled to answer any question the answer to which
may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to-answer any question” Do you
understand what I have read?

LT Covert: Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state your name, your grade, and your present organization?
A. Jefferey William Covert, Lieutenant (jg), United States Naval Reserve. 1 am
presently attached to USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-754), '

Q. MWere you so attached on the early morning of 3 June 19697
A. Yes, sir. 1 was,

Q. Would you state briefly, for the beoard, your naval background?

A. I was commissioned in January 1967 after having attended Purdue University
going through the NROTC Program. Reported to the EVANS in February 1967. Was
assigned duty as Electrical Officer for about two months, then went to ten weeks
school in Damage Control at Treasure Island, 1 then reported back on board the
;hip as Damage Control Assistant and in November of 1968 was given the job of Chief

ngineer.

Q. And have you held the job of Chief Engineer since that time?
A. Yes, sir. I bhave.

Q. Would you indicate what type of watch standing experience you have had on
board USS EVANS?

A. As soon as [ reported on board, | began standing Junior Officer of the
Watch or Junior Officer of the Deck under instruction, for approximately three
wee;s I then stood Junior Officer of the Watch, Junior Officer of the Deck along
with.....

Counse} for the board: Could you speak a 1ittle more slowly and a 1ittle louder.

A. My first watch standing was as Junior Officer of the Deck under instruction.
I then stood some Combat watches under instruction and then stood both Junior Officer
of the Deck and CIC Watch Officer watches. About April of 1968, 1 started standing
00D independent.

Q. Independent steaming?
Yes, sir. And in August, I believe 1t was, 00D in Fleet Operations.

A

Q. That 1s August 19687

A. 1968. Yes, sir. I don't remember the exact month. It was after we had
come out of the yard and started our fleet operations,

0. Have you stood Officer of the Deck watches in F1eet Operations continuously
since August 19687

A. Yes, sir. I stood two weeks of Combat watch 50met1me during that period,
but the rest of them were Officer of the Deck, sir.

Q. We understand that during that period EVYANS has been engaged in general
ASW Carrier Group operations, is that correct as a general statement as to the type
of operations?

A. Yes, sir.
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sometime during the watch.

second time we went to station,
our screening station.

Early in the evening of 2 June 196%, were you assigned to any particular

Yes, sir. 1 had the 1800 to 2000 watch as Officer of the Deck.

" Where is that watch stocd?

It is stood on the open bridge.

During that period what was the situation as regards to disposition, base
base speed, 2zigzagyng and like factors?
Say your last again. Please, sir.

And like factors.
We were in an Anti-Submarine Screen.

With what other units?
wWhen I relieved the watch I believe there was KYES - JAMES E. KYES - and
F. LARSON - the only two ships in the formation besides MELBOURNE .

What was the base course of the formation?
I believe the base course was 220, but I'm not certain,.

Do you recall whether or not the formation was zigzaging?
Yes, sir.

Do you recall the number of the plan?
I'm sure it was Plan 17,

What was the source of the plan? From what document was it taken, if you
The one I used on the bridge was taken from the OPORDER I believe - if I

(Counsel for the board handing the witness a document), Yes, sir.

FOCAF OPORDER 1-69; Exhibit 17
Yes, sir,

In what type of activities was the formation engaged during the perjed of

your watch?

At the beginning of the watch there was only JAMES E. KYES and the LARSON

EVANS in the screen with MELBOURNE. During the watch BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA
I don't know what time this was. I Jjust know that 1t was taking place

The EVANS was ordered to plane guard station twice, I

On my watch we went once. The first time we returned to station. The

I was relieved before we had been told to resume

And had you received any prior notification that EVANS was designated as

rescue destroyer?
A.

Yes.

By what means had you received that?
We received it over the Primary Tactical Circuit.

Do you recall who you received it from and about what time?
The best, as I can recall about the time, it was still light.

Was it while you were on watch?
Yes. It was while 1 was on watch.

Do you recall from what Commander you received the notification?

I believe it came from the Task Group Commander through the Screen Commander,
im to designate someone. From the Screen Commander it came to us. It came
VANS.

Do you recall whether the Captain was on the bridge at the time you receivaJ
He was

I don't believe that he was on the bridge at the time I received it.
ridge very shortly afterwards.

Did you inform him of the receipt of the message?
Yes, sir. I did not receipt for it on the bridge. Combat receipted for it.
But you did hear it on the loudspeaker?

Yes, sir.

Without disclosing the exact text of the message was it a message in plain
or was it a message in code?
It was a message in code.

Was it a message from the signal book?
Yes, sir.

Do you recall whether or not the formation continued its zigzag while you
ne guard station?
This 1s the initial

......
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Q. The initial time.

A. The initiel time, mo, sir. To my best recollection they had stopped zigzagging at that time.

How about the second time?
.The second time I am sure.

o

. Q. You're sure of what?
A. That we had stopped zigzagging.

Q. Mu questions may have been & little imprecise in one area, I understand that the initial
- signal received by a designated plane guard is not to take plane guard station. Could you state
the nature of the exact signal you received? .
A. It was to assume dutles as rescue destroyer.

Q. And when you recelved the word, in a specific case, what signal did you receive?
A. Then we were told to take station astern. ;

Q. And from that station?
A. We went to a rescue destroyer station.

2. In other words, it was & two-step process, Is that correct?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the first one was & "Formation ONE" followed by & rescue destroyer station. Is that
correct?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And that was the system used in both cages?
A, Yes, sir. The only difference was when I firgt assumed duties as rescue destroyer.

Q. No specific actlon was required at that time < that wyas merely an informative message?
A. Yes, sir, There was no time start and no time stop connected with the message.

Q. What did you understand it meant as to a time period you were deslgnated?
A, I assumed they were talking about the next flight, - the next flight course. The next time
he flew, he wanted us to take rescue destroyer station,

Q. Did you attach any significance to it as being an assignment for a longer period of time?
A, No, slr.

Q. Was there, between the time you recelved the "Formation ONE" the first time and the time you
recelved 1t the second time, about the time you were being relieved, an intervening signal designeting
plane guard again?

A, No, sir.

Q. Did ycu find that there were any partlcular difference® in the manner in which you were
. required to take statlon astern of the carrier, between MELBOURNE and the practices to which you were
accustomed with the KEARSARGE?

A. Yes, sir. The first night that we were with MELBOURNE the gituation was very simllar to the
KEARSARGE's situstion. He had a ship stationed astern of him or astern of him when he would be on
his flight course, and we would have to Just move up to the plane guard station and when he wae
through with his dutles, slide back. We did this the first night with MELBOURNE, From then on, the
ship had to come up from forward of the carrler around to the MELBOURNE's stern.

Q. Did thls create any difficulty for you as an Officer of the Deck?
A. No. The only difficulties was that it took us a 1little longer to get back to statlon sometimes.

Q. You mean after campletion?
A. After we had finished completion of our plane guard duties.

Q. Why was that?

A, His flight course, the majority of the time, had been near to his base course, We always
had to go at a speed greater than he dld. If he was going at 22 knots and we were at 25, it would
take & little while before we got to station.

Q. Your relative speed was qulte small?
A, Yes, mir.

Q. Prior to the commencement of exercise Sea Spirit, had you had an opportunity to familarize
yourself with the tactical Publicatlons governing that exercise?
A. Yee, slr.

Q. Did you have the oppotunity to read the operation order?
A. This one {witness indicating Exhibit 1}?

Q. Yes.
A. Yes, slr.

Q. Are you famillar with a publication or a pamphlet entitled HMAS MELBOURNE Escort Handout?
A, Yes, sir.
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Q. Did you see it prior to the operation?
A, ' Yes, sir.

Q. With respect to communications during your watch from 18 to 2000, did you experience any
difficulities?
A, We had difficulty on the first signal - the one to assume duties as rescue destroyer stations.
I was not able to receipt for it on the bridge. I called the CIC Watch Officer and asked him to
take my guard on that eircuit, which he did. Then I switched my transmitters over to another remote
_unit up there and had the ¢ircuit back up on the bridge, I would say, within a mlnute,

Q. Was that the result of any generel communicationes difficulties within the force or solely
on USS EVANS?
A. That was a ERANK E, EVANS problem, It was Just a bad handset.

Q. Would you gtate whether or not there were any difficulties in the transmission or recelpt of
messages within the force during your watch - to your knowledge?

A. No, sir. We had two task groups working on the same circuit and that could have caused some
trouble, but it never caused any trouble on my watch.

Q. In your opinion, was the ¢lrcuit well controlled?
A. In my opinion the circuit was too noisy, toc many transmissions.

Q. Did this ceusge your ship an8ydifficulties?
A. No, sir.

Q. Maybe you better amplify a 1little bit on your- previocus unsﬂerf
A. Which one, Captain?

Q. Concerning a little noiee on the circuit.

A. ©Oh, I meant there were a lot of transmissions-teking place with the transmigsion from the
other task groups and our transsiscions, and there were some transmissions that our carrier group,
when we were working with the KEARSARGE, that we were not familiar with - had not heard before.

This didn't ceuse any trouble except she would give a lot more signals than the KEARSARGE would
give. The signals were information that I feel was informative. There were an awful lot of signals.

Q. Did the information that you recelved help you out?
A, Yes, sir. I think it helped more than it hindered.

Q. Where was the Primary Tactical Net controlled during your watch - within FRANK E. EVANS?
A. It was on the bridge.

Q. Who had the job of speaking on the Primary Tactical Circuit?
A. My Junior Officer.

Q. Were you able to hear the trangmissions yourself?
A

A. Yes, sir. Y
%

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness at this stage, sir.
The witness will be a witness later as to post-collision matters. We have no questions that we
anticipate require answering in a classified session,

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the Benior member:
Q. Mr. Covert, was it your practice to reteain the conn yourself throughout your watch in

general?
A, No, sir, Not unless the situation deteriorated to the point that I didn't think the

Janior Officer knew what he was doing.

Q. Did you then share the conn with the Junior Officer of the Deck? Share the time during
your waich with the Junior Officer of the Deck as tc who had the conn?
A. Yes, sir. I think a lot of it depended on what we were doing and who the Junior Officer

of the Deck was.

- ; Q. What is the purpose of giving the conn to the Junior Officer of the Deck?

s A, For training.

——— Q. You stated that the Junior Officer of the Deck had the responsibllity of guarding the
PRITAT curcuit for EVANS, Did he retain that responsibility at all times during the watch?

" A. No, sir. On my particular watch, the one watch we were talking about, the 1800 to 2000
watch, I remember him having the guard. That was not always a hard and fast rule,

Q. What ig the usual practice?
A. I don't think there was & usual practice,

Q. Was it clear that someone always had the responsibility for guarding that c¢lrcuit?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. But on some occaslons it would be someone other than the Junior Officer of the Deck?
A, Yes, sir, Officer of the Deck or Junlor Officer of the Deck.
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Q. . Would it depend upon who had the conn at the time?
A. Yes, sir. I believe it would have.

Q. Could you describe that?
A, I don't feel that the Junior Officer of the Deck could take the conn and the circults at

the same time.

Q. So that he would have one or the other regpongibility?
A. Yes, sir,

@. On your watches?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether other Officers of the Deck of EVANS had the same practice?
A. Yes, sir, I believe they did. I can't say for certain. We discussed this matter ani the
general consensus wag the way we were golng to run our watches. That is the way it was coming off,

Q. Woull you describe the practice in effect on your watchea for asking the Capteiln to come
to the bridge? How was that message sent to the Captain if it had been determined that he should
be asked to come to the bridge?

A. If I felt the Capiain's presence was required on the bridge, I would call him in his state-
room or in the wardroom or wherever he happened to be. Explain the situation to him and if I felt
be should be on the bridge I would ask him to come to the bridge. Also, if he felt the eituation
warranted coming to the bridge, he would come to the bridge.

Q. What was the practice of keeping the Captain advised of signals effecting FRARK E, EVARS
duty assignments or station?

A. I told him every signael I ever received. The rule was to inform the Captain of any changes
in formation, any changes that would affect the ship, and any changes that would affect the nosition
of the ship in formation. . . s

Q. You have pointed out that in the FOCAF OPFORDER there are scme 2igzag plan diagrams?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Are there zigzag rules in that CPCRDER?
A. Not that I can recall.

Q. What was the effective publication during exercilse Bea Bpirit for zigzag rules?
A. I believe that it would have been ATP 3.

Q. ATP 3, are you certain of that?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. What 4id you use for reference, if any publication, during your watches on zlgzag rules?
A. The one that I just mentioned, I thought. I am pretty sure that that's the title of it
‘Antisubmarine Evasive Steering’'.

Q. Antisubmarine Evasive Bteering?
A.. Yes, sir.

Q. D> you know whether ATP 3(A) was on board FRANK E. EVANS?
A, Now I am confused., I did not know that there were two different designations between
ATP 3 and ATP 3(A).

Q. Is it possible that the publication that you referred to ¢ould have been elther ATP 3 or
ATP 3(A)?
A. Yes, Eir.

Q. On the bridge of FRANK E. EVANS, was it custamary to have certain clasgified publicatiens
available for ready reference?
A. Yes, sir.

-

Q. Was it customary to inventory these at regular intervals?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. At what interval?
A. The Junlor Officer of the Deck would inventory them oa eech watch.

Q. The Junior Officer of the Deck?
A. Yes, eir.

Q. On each watch?
A. Yes, s8ir.

Q. Who was the Junior Officer of the Deck on your watch?
A. Lieutenant (jg) Stever.

Q. Would you spell that pleaase?
A. 8-T-E-V-E-R.
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Q. Did you have ATP 1(A), Volume I, on the bridge during your watch? /@
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what change was in effect for Exercise Sea Spirit?
A. Up %o change four.

Q. Did sunset occur during your 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June?
A. Yes, sir. It d4id.

Q. After sunset, what lighting measure was in effect for pereening ships? If you can't glve
me the nomenclature of the lighting measure itself, could you describe what shipe lights were being
shown by ships in the screen?

A. No, sir. I don't remember what lighting measure we were ordered into., I believe I remember
it being one lighting measure switching back to another sort, two or three times - 1if I remember
correctly.

Q. The changes in lighting measure, I presume, were dependent upon the progress of flylng
coperations?
A, Yes, gir.

Q. Were there any particular lighting measures, in regard to rescue destroyers, that were
prescribed for screening destroyers when they are in the screen?
A, Not unlegs the destroyer went to a certain type of lighting measure.

Q. Can you describe 1t? .
A. We had red truck lights, dimmed side lights, dimmed red and green running lights,

Q. Did you in FRANK E. EVANS, at any time during your watch, uge stern or overtaking light?
A. That 1light should have been dimmed.

Q. Would you say your complete ansver again? I’11 give you the question again,
A. Right, sir. o - . L

Q. Did you in FRANK E. EVANS, at any time during your watch on the 1800 to 2000 watch on
2 June, have occasion to use or show a stern light or overtaking light?
A. We used a dimmed stern light.

Q. ©n what occaslon?
A. When we were astern of the carrier or in a plane guard station,

Q. Did you use thal light when you Qere in position in the screen?
A, If the carrier was conducting flight operations, yes.

Q. Were there occasions on the watch that we are speaking about, when he was conducting
f1ight operations, when you were not in rescue destroyer station or astern of him?
A, Could you repeat your question, please, Admiral?

Q. During the 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June, were there occasions when he was conducting flight
operations from MELBOURNE while FRANK E. EVARS was not in rescue destroyer station or not astern
of hin?

A. I believe we used them when we were in our screening station.

Q. Mr. Covert, I am not trying to trick you. I am trylng to get some precise information.
Were there occasions when flying operations were being conducted when FRANK E, EVANS was in the
acreen rather than astern or on plane guarl station?

A. No, sir,

Q. When you were Iin the pcreen were there occasions when you used the stern light or overtaking
1ight - when that was burning in FHANK E. EVARS?
A. Yes, sir, there were times.

Q. And on those occaslons were you also ghowing running lights?
A. Yes, sir,.

Q. And the occasions were in the watch we are talkxing about, the 18 to 20 watch on 2 June?
A. That's correct.

Q. Do you recall the time of sunget that night?
A. No, sir.

Q. Approximately?
A. The time is confused becanse we changed times into a different time zone.

Q. Were the night orders for that night avallable to you during your watch?
A. No, sir.

§. Did you have instructions on the permissible CPA of the carrier?

A. Never closer than 2,000 yards across his bow. Never approaching forward of his beam below
2,000 yards, If we were golng to stations we were to cross under her stern 1,500 yards.
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Q. Was there any specific distance that was prescribed for CPA on the beam ol the carrier?
A. I believe that was always 1,500 yards, I always tried to hold myself to 2,000 yards.
Unless the tactical situation was such that.... My own personal rule isg 2,000 yards.

Q. Is that applizd to the beam aspect only or to any aspect?
A. From the beam forward.

Q. You have stated that the practice of stationing the plane guard destroyer astern of the
carrier and giving the plane guard destroyer a screen station astern of the carrier was used in
gome operatlo.s of FRANK E, EVANS?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. And that the practice adopted for part of the exerclse Sea Splrit dil not give you as an
Officer of the Deck, any partlcular trouble?
A. No, slr.

Q. Would you say there is any difference between the two practices as regards other speciflec
factors such ag fuel congumption, or safety or any other sgpecific area?

A. As far as fuel consumption there was quite a, 1t would seem to me that it would be more
economizel, . .

Q. Which 1s more economical?

A, To have the ship stationed mstern of the carrier. It would be & gquicker method of having a
rescue destroyer on station., He wouldn't have to go so far, It wouldn't take him quite as long
to get there, I don't think, safety I would think, it might be a little bit safer but I doa't
think that is a valid point,

Q. Upon being notified that your ship, FRANK E. EVANS, was deslgnated to be the rescue destroyer
would you state what preparatory actions should be taken?

A, Now we are talking about this one particular incident the 18 to ‘20 watch or in a general
gense?

Q. General sense?
A, We had stationed our plane guard detail,...

Q. Consisting of what?

A. Consglsting ol a wateh up on the forecastle, a group of men ready for a ship type rescue;
also stationing the people in the proximity of the motor whale boat, had the motor whele boat at
the rall, if they wanted to use the boat type rescue, And as esoon as we did get on station we
would follow the lighting measures set by the carrier, follow hls example.

Q. Would 1t be Jesirable to notify the enginercom of this assignment?

A, I ton't think so. When we went to plane guard destroyer stations the OOD's would usually
lower superheat to 750 degrees, My night orders to the englneer usually would atate that we
would be in plane guard position, and the ship was used to plane guard. The OOD would call
down, I wouldn't siy that it was a rule,. I always did 1t on my watch - tell them that we were
golng to plane guard etation., It was not a hard and fast rule.

Q. You did so because you being Engineering Officer were close to their problems, is that
correct?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Were there other pecople in the ship that you would notify that the ghlp had been assigned
regcue destroyer duty or plane guard duty? ’

A, I woull notify the Captain. That would be Just & regular notification, I did 1t for any
other siznal.

Q. How were the varlous detalls you have mentioned stationed? By what memsns did they receive
the information that they were to be stationed?

A, In daylight hours we passed the word over our general announcing system. They came up on
aound powered phene ¢ircuits talking to the talker on the bridge. After taps at night we kept
a messenger and a phone talker on the circuit comtinuously, and if we went to plane guard gtation
he would - the messenger - would go down and wake them up or if we had a lot of plane guard duties
at night and could expect them quite regularly, we would keep the watch up contlnuously.

Q. On the night of 2 June was any reference made in your orders as Englneering Officer to the
Engineering Department concerning rescue destroyer asslgmment?
A, No, sir.

Q. Is that, as you seid previously, because you believed the agslgnment was for the next
flyinz operation only?

A, No, I don't think that had any bearing. I Just didri't write them in there. I had told them
the previous night what the general concept of operations was golng to be, what we could be expected
to do and more or less to be prepared for anything. I dldn't feel myself that there was any need
to., I felt that the watch down there could react if we had to stop, backdown, whatever. The slignal
giving us the duties - I did not take it to be a long term or short term assignment. I took it
for right now that 1s where we are going and we'll see what is next.

Q. Did you mean by that that you did not know of any termination time on such assignment?
A, At that time?
37
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Q. Yes,

A._ Fo, eir, I would mgsume that it would have terminated when they ordered us back to our
acreenling station,

g. ?Then subsequently you got another slgnal which ordered you to 20 back to astern of the
carrier?

A. Yes, gir,

. Q. And that was not Preceded by another signal saying assume duty as rescue degtrover?
A. No, sir. I remember telling my relief that we had gone to plane guard twice and I
imagine we'll go again,

Q. If T understand you correctly, you weren't sure of the termination time of this of
susceptibility to this assignment?

A. No, sir, I wasn't,

Senlor Member: The board has no Turther questions for this witness at this time.

Counsel for the board: I have one, gir,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by coungel for the board:

Q. You indicated that when you took the lighting measures prescribed by the carrier when
in plane guard, you turned on the red and green running lights, did you also “urn on the white
range lights?

A. No, gir., We had a red truck light; we had aircraft obstruction lights,

Q. 5o the lights you turned on were the red and’greed slde lights, the red truck lighte and

the overtaking light, is that the total lighting?
A, Yes, sir, and they were in a dimmed condition.

Q. All of them except the truck lights?

A. No, sir. They were bright. I might add that this lighting measure was not set until I
was astern of the carrier. If she had gone into lighting meagure and I was still taking station,
T would wait until I was on station or astern or past the beam into my turn.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by a member (CAPT Rusk):

Q. The lighting arrangement which you have Just spoken of was dimmed side lighting. Can you
activate that only by a master s#witch or do You have to do that in every case?
A. To go from a bright condition to a dim condition?

§. No., From a full navigation lighting indication, from masthead to range light to side
lights, once you have illuminated thoee in order to comply with the carrier's requirement on
lighting measurement, and oaly, as you sald, use side lights mnd stern light, dim or bright, can
you, at some panecl arrangement, continue just that arrangement by on and off switch or do you
have to go back through the whole lighting errangement?

A, Fo, sir. You have to set them back up again. All the lights are controlled by an
individual switch. There is a master gwitch for all running lights - range light, masthead
1light, side lights and stern lights, Induvidually, one can turn off the range light or masthead
lght., That is an individual process, light by light.

Q. Light by 1light?
A, Yes, gir.

Q. Then, if you turned off the masthead and range light by thelr individusl switches can you
then turn off the master on and off and thereby setting up your side lights and stern ligits on
and off individually?

A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: At this time, Mr. Covert, you are privileged to make any other state-
ment covering anything related to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be a
matter of record in connectlon therewith, which has not fully been brought out by the previous
questioning. At this time I would limit that offer to subjects dealing with pre-collision matters.
We will call you back later as to post-collision. Do you have anything to state under that
invitation at this time?

LTJG COVERT: No, sir, I don't.

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room.
Senior Member: We will heve a brief recess,

The board recessed at 1L56 hours, 21 June 1969.
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The board reconvened in open seasion at 1512 hours, 21 June 1969,
All peraces connectec with the board were present when the board recessed were again present,

v.our-el for the board: The board is convened in opsn session and counsel points out that if
there is any persons present who knows himself to be a vitnessor feels that he may be called as »
witness, he is not enticled to be present and he should withdraw.

! Lieutenant Gerald W. Dunne, United States Navy, was called as a vitness by counse” for the
.- board, was sworn and testified as follows:

Y

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Quescions by coumsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Dunne, you have been called as a wvitness for this board of investigation which
is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS
because it is understood that you may have evidence that will assist the board in its inves*igation.
You are advieed that the evidence is being received in open session of the board and that disclosure
. of clansified information is not suthorized during open session. Sould the answer to anv question
that vou ars asked require you to disclose clasaified information, you are requested not to answver
the guestion but to advise the board that the snswver would require you to disclose classified
i1aformatior, In such cases you will later be given the opportunity to testify as to the classified
{nformation in closed session, However, if you can answer the question either in part or in
general terms without disclosing specific classified details you should do so advieing the board of
your desire to amplify In later closed sessions. Under United States law, no witness may be .
¢ compelled to answer any question the answer to which may texd to inerfm’nate Wim, z»d vou may refues
Teommen e cr rhque tiees Lol oo stalta rouz rama, grzle and present srganizaticr!
A. Gerald William Dunne, Lieutenant, U.S. Navy, USS TRANK E. EVAMS. .

Q. And were you assigned to USS FRANK E. EVANS on 2 and- 3 June 196%?
A. Yes, air.

Q. How long have you been assigned to USS FRANK E, EVANS?
A, Since May 15th, 1568,

Would you briefly describe for the board your previcus naval experience?

+ 1 graduated from the Naval Academy in June of 1964, From there 1 was assigned to the U.S.
cruiser TOPEKA. I was the Radio Diviaion Officer on that ship and I stood bridge watches on that
cruiser.

H
> O

Q. In what capacity did you stand bridge watches?

A. I wae as 00D after about s year and a half on bosrd there. From there I went to the U.S.
destroyer COLLETT as Communications Officer. I had three jobs on that ship at various differsnt
times - ASW Officer, Communicationa Officer and Navigator. I stood bridge watchea as 00D on the
COLLETT. From the COLLETT 1 went to USS FRANK E, EVANS as Operations Officer. ’

Q. And have you served continuously as Operationa Officer on USS FRANK E, EVANS?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. When did you first qualify as an 0OD undervay for fleet operations?
A. _r.' one month before I left the cruimer TOPEKA, in 1966 I believe it was. I don't

Temember the exact month.

Q. Were you qualified ae Officer of the Deck, Fleet Operations Underway, in USS COLLETT?
A, Yes, sir.

And for how long did you stand such watches on board chat ship?
For about 18 montha, sir.

> 0

Q. Have you atood such watches on FRANK E. EVANS since coming on board?
A. Yes, &ir.

Q. In addition to you dutiea as i watch officer and Operations Officer did v also serve as

the Senior Watch Officer?
A. Yea,sir.

Q. What did the duties of the office embrace?
A. 1 vrote up the officer's watch bill for the CO's and X0's approval, and I <uper-ris- -

the enlisted watch bills which were written up by another officer.

Q. Did you have any duties with respect to the training of the Officers of the Deck and other

watch standers?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you describe what those duties were?
A. 1 was generslly in charge of the 6fficer training under the CO and XO.

Q. How did you carry out those duties of Ipstruction of the Officers of the Deck and other

officer watch standers?
A. You mean how did an officer become qualified as Officer of the Deck on the EVANS?
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Q. Vhat training did you give them a3 Senfor Watch Officer?
A, We had tactical schools in the wardroom on a regular basis. Depending on operations, of
course, wve usually tried to get in at least one or two a week.

Q. Who did you use as instructors for such training?

A. Depending on the subject matter, usually the officer who was most femiliar with it on board.
1 was the instructor on many cccasions The CO and the X0 were and also the other officers wvhen we
had various topics that were covered,

Q. Specifically directing yourattention to the exercise known as SEA SPIRIT, were any tactical
scheole or conferences held in preparation for that exercise?
A, Yes,sir.

Q. Would you describe the nature of those sessions?

A. Approximately a two hour session, with all the cfficers on board in the wardroom, was held
whei we were in Manila. We .overed the different operstion orders that would govern the exercise.
we Midn't go into any preat detail. 1 went through each Op Order and pointed cut the areas that 1
thought were important to the watch standers to read and study over before they stood their watcthes
prior to the exercise. The CO also instructed us to be more careful then usual, I believe is the
way he put it, since we would be operating with ships of different navies and that extra caution
would be required,

Q. Are you familiar with the pamphlet labeled Maritime Operating Procedures?
A. Yes, sir, It's one of the pamphiets we went over.

Q. Was that covered in the instruction?
A. Yes, sir. Not in great detail, though,

Q. Are you familiar with a pamphlet labeled HMAS MELBOURNE Escort Hand-Gut?

A. Yes, sir. We had two copiea on board. All the officers that were atanding bridge watches
were required to read it. The enlisted supervisors in CIC were required to read it, end all the
evaluators in CIC. There was & copy on the bridge and in CIC.

Q. At wvhat times?
A, Pardon me?

When were there copies on the bridge?
At all times after the exercise started.

B L

Q. Was a copy of FUCAF's Operation Order and Maritime Operating Procedures also on the bridge?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. and in CIC?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Was there a requirement that all watch standing Officers read these publications prior to
the commencement of the transic phase of SEA SPIRIT?
A, All the officers were instructed to read the operation orders. That's with the exception

of the Supply Officer of course.

Q. Did he stand any wetches in CIC or on the bridge?
A. No, sir.

Q. Directing you attention to the evening of 2 June, were you assigned s watch?
A, Yes, siry. .

Q. What watch was that?
A. I was the evaluator in CIC.

Q. And wvhat do the duties of evaluator include?
A, Overall charge of the cperations in CIC.

Q. And what period was that watch?
A. From 1800 t» 2000, It was a three hour watch that night because of the time chapke.

Q. At the time you assumed the watch, do you recall the basic disposition of the formation

in which FRANK E. EVANS was?
A. I believe we were in a three ship screen in front of the MELBOURNE, with the XYES and

the LARSON.

Q. And vhat was the base course and speed if you recall?
A. I can't say.

Q. Do you recall vhether or not the formation was zigzagging?
A, Yes, sir. ]t was zigzagging.

Do you recall the number of the plan and from what source it was taken?
I don't recall the number of the plan, sir, but it was from FOCAF's Op Order 1/69,

Did the disposition stay the same during the entire wateh?
. No, sir. We went to plan guard station once, maybe twiice. I'm not sure,

L= I L
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Q. Prior to goin; to plen guard station, had you received any signal indicating that EVANS was
assigned as plane guard?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you recall the nature of the signal and from whom {t was received?
A. I believe it was from MELBOURNE, and the signal is out of the signal book - I believe
- that's classified,

¢. Yes, don't give the exact signal. Could you give the sense of the signal?
A. Assume duties as rescue dedtroyer, sir.

Q. Do you recall whether cr not & duration was established for that assignment?
A, 1 don't believe it was, sir.

Q. How did you interpret it as to duration?
A. Well, I assumed, until they assigned semeone alse. I didn't really have any idea how
long he wanted us to act as rescue destroyer that night.

Q. You indicated that at least once during you watch, and perhaps twice, EVANS took plane
guard station. What were the exact signals you received for that evolution?
A. The exact signals out of the book, sir?

Q. The meaning of the signala?

A. I can't remember specificaily each time, but I can remember the way that it was done mos*
of the time. I can't say it was done exactly this way these times, he normally would advise us
what his flight course would be and tall us to go to atation astern of him to get into a column
formation and he would give us another signal that would tell us toc move over. I believe it was
220 degrees relative from the carrier, just before he was goinémg tc launch his aircraft.

Q. Do you recall the approximate time that you were ordered to take Formation ONE - if that
was the signal - the first time? .

A, No, sir. T don't. . s

Q. Do you recall how long you remained either in column asternm of the carrier or in plane
guard station during the first event?

A I would guess about 15 or 20 minutes, air. I'm not sure.

Q. Do you recall whether the formation continued zigzagging or ceased rigragging during this
period?

A, We ceased zigzagging during the flight operations, but right after flight oparations we
commenced zigragging.

Q. Was _hat prior to the time that you had resumed screen station?
A. Yes,rsir,

Q. That question had an assumption built into it. It assumed that you were ordered back to
screen station. Iz that correct,
A. A, Yes, sir,

Q. Going back to the notification you received that FRANK E. EVANS was assigned as plane
guard. Do you recall over what circuit that was received?
A. 1 believe it was over the Primary Tactical Circuit.

Q. Do ycu recall whe acknowledged the signal?
A. The Officer of the Deck.

Q. Is that normal practice on EVANS for the Primary Tactical Circuit to be handled on the
bridge?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. WwWho keeps the log?
A. Either the 00D or the JOOD.

Q. 1Is the log kept in CIC aleo?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Was the Commanding Officer in CIC at snytime during you watch?
A. I know he was on the bridge, but I don't recall whether he came into CIC or not, sir.

Q. Does CIC have any duty of notification of the Commanding Officer on evolutionz?
A, Mo, sir.

Q. WwWho does that duty fall to?
A, The Officer of the Deck.

Q. You were standing CIC watch this particular night. Waes that a normal watch for yeu or do
you alternate between there and the bridge?

A. I alternate, semetimes, Mr Covert and I switched a few watches this time, 7ith tie Captsin's
approval, to give Mr. Covert a little more exposure in CIC. He is the Engineering Officer and he
dowsn't get much of an opportunity to operate in CIC.

Q. And did you srand Officer of the Deck watches on the bridge during exercise SEA SPIRIT?

A, Yes, gir.

Q. Approxinately how many?
A, Two, I believe. T also stood Officer of the Deck watches during replenishmencs.
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Q. You were the special sea detail Officer of the Deck?
A. Yes, air, ‘ '

Q. Between the time you came aboard and the time of SEA SPIRIT, you had stood a large number
of Officer of the Deck watches?
A, VYeas, air.

Q. Had you stood Officer of the Deck watches more than CIC?
A. I would say about the seme number of times,

Q. You consider that you are familisr with the practices of the Officer of the Deck on FRANE E.
EVANS as to ship dectrine and procedures?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Could you state the practice was as to notification of the Captain when the ship received a
tactical signal which affected it?
f.. We were inastructed to not'fy the Captain anytime we changed station.

Q. How about changes of course and speed?
A. Changes of base course and speed, yes, #ir. I didn't inform the captain every time we changed
course or a tigzag plan or something like that, I let him know wve were rigragging and base course.

Q. Wae that with his approval - your not notifying him?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. How about changes in connection with patrolling station - pétrolling a sector when assigned

a ecreen?
A, No, sir. 1 didn't notify him, I would be calling him every five mirmutas.

Q. Was he aware that you were not calling him? .- .
A, Yes, sir. ’ ) °

Q. Was there any other occasions when you would not notify the captain of a change in course

and speed?
A, If I got gn immediate execute signal, I would normally start my maneuver and have the J0OD
or somebody else call the captain, I wouldn't do it in order not ro be distracted while I was

changie course.

Q. What was the normal proced=?1;or notifying the captain under those circumstances?
A. You would notify him right away.

Q. How would you do it?
A, Well, I always know where the captain was, Hhenever he would leave the bridge, he would

tell you where he was going - almost always.

Q. 5uppose you needed the captain there for an emergency situation, how would you get him fhere?
A. I would pass the word for him over the IMC.

Q. Other than FRANK E. EVANS chenging position during yowr watch, were there other changes in

the disposition of the formationm during your watch?
A, Yes, sir. The BLACKPOOL and the CLEOPATRA rejoined the formation.

Q. And what station did EVANS take when that occurred,
A. 1 believe there were three ships in a close screen and two ships in an advance screen. wWe

were the furchest right ship in the close screen. '

Q. Yad you been the furthest right ship for the entfve watch?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Except when you were ordered to the other station?
A. Yes, sir,

G. In case of changing etation when theg captein was not on the bridge. what was your procedure

when the s%gnal was not an immediate execute?
A. Call the captain and tell him what the signal was and what I planned on doing.

Q. what was his practice with respect to coming to the bridge in response to such calls?

A. A good number of times he would come up, and other times when he was confident that the
situation was well in hand, he would not come to the bridge. 1In other words, an easy change of
station or shifting one atation ome way or something.

Q. Are you aware of any preacribed clesest point of approach, CPA, for approach to a carrier

within FRANK E, EVARS?
&, Yes, sir, We were always told never to get within 2000 yards of a carriers bow under any

circumstances,

¢. tiow about anproaches at the beam?
A, A thousand yards.

Q. Ycu indicated, Mr. Dunne, that the zigzeg plen you were following was taken from FOCAF's

Operstion Order, I believe’
A. Yes, sir.



N:  Di¢ that operation order, to your knowledge, contain any doctrine for the application of
zipzag plans? If you would like to review the Op Order we have it.
A. I can pretty safely say it did not, sir.

- - Q. Under those circumseances, if a question of interpretation came up, to what publicacion would
you turn?
A ALP 3,
. Q. Te your knowledge, was ATP 2 available on the bridge and in CIC during exercise SEA SP1RIT?

A. We had only one copy. It was in CIC, eir.

Q. And can you say certaint) it was ATP 3 and not ATP 3(a)?
A. No, I can say with certainty it was the one we raceived about three months ago. When we go.
the publication, I can remember we had a tactical school on zigzagging.

J«. Was it a brand new publication?
A. Yes, sir. It was.

. When FRANX E. EVANS received a signal to change position in the formation was it normal
practice for CIC tc make recommendations as to course and speed ?
A, Yes, sir.

G. Did this include occasions when EVANS was in a screen ahead and was ordered to Formation ONP
A. Yes, Bir.

Q. When you were Officer of the Deck, did you receive such recommendations unifofmly?
A. There were times when you didn't. You would have to get on CIC to get your information a
little quicker, but most of the time we got a recommendation.
Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions., , .
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Quescions by the senior member:

Q. Mr. Dunne, in connection with tactical school on ATP 3(A) which you said was received a few
menths ago, could you visualize in your mind the situation at that tactical scheol and tell me the
names of the officers wha were present?

4, I can't say for certain. Most of the officers were there. Possibly there were people on
‘vaiech - we were at sea when we had it - that wveren't there, but I can't remember thelr names, sir,

Q. Do you recall whether Mr. Hopson was present?
A, No, sir.

Q. Do you recal]l wvhether Mr. Ramsey was present?
A, No, wmir,

Q. Do you recall vhether that session concerning ATP 3{A) covered the situation under which zig-
zagging 1is to be automatically ceased due to receipt or execution of a tactical signal?
A. I can't say for absolute certainty, sir, but I balieve it d4d.

Q. Can you ssy what are the principal differences between the new publieation ATP 3(A) and the
one which preceded it} It would be necessary to be sware of classification in this ragard? Just
tell me if you think you can tell the principal difference?

A. As I recall, most of the rules were the same. Possibly the plans were different. I can't

really say.

Q. Do you know whether the copy of ATP 3(A) that vas used in the school session hsd an srrats

change, or an interim change or any pen and ink change of any kind?
A. I don't believe it did when we had the tactical echool, sir. It may have come later.
We had the scheol sheorcly after w: received the pub,

Q. Mr. Dunne, did you ever have occasion to instruct the watch officers in the use of
binoculars, or were you present when such instruction was given to watch officers?

A. The only thing I can say is I instructed my JOODs when 1 was offocer of the deck, but never
as 2 general training session do I remember instructions on the use of binoculars.

Q. Could you describe the principal points that you would cover in you instruction to the

Junior Officer of the Deck?
A, Just make sure you had them set when you came up on watch, claan them if they were dirty

and make sure you always had them around your neck. I know sometimes people like to take them
off bacauae they'are heavy.

Q. Mr, Drnne, did you instruct the officers in the art of looking through the binoculars
frequently. As the matter stands now, Mr. Dunne, the record indicates that you were simply
concerned with the officers having them around their neck. Surely you were also concerned with
them having them around their neck for the purpose of using them?

A, Yes, sir, Certainly. 1 always told them to keep their eyes out in front and use them.

That's what they are there for.
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Q. During any of your Officer of the Deck watches, did LTJG Ramsey stand with you on the bridge.
A. I believe he did in one or two occasioms,

Q. Have you stood watches with LTJG Hopsom?
A, Yes, »ir,

Q. While you were in CIC on the avening of 2 June, was the surface search radar operating
normally?
A, Yes, sir

Q. Did you cbserve any problem with the true bearing input to the surface search radar?
A, No, sir. I didn't.

Q. Could you describe thr procedures for qualifying Officers of the Deck in FRANK E. EVANS?

A. Whenever a new officer would come aboard, first, we would give him thes COMCRUDESPAC general
information course. We tried to get a lesson out of each man every two weeks. Again deperiing on
how busy we were as to our operational commitments, we would have him atand JOOD watches. We had
a FRANK E. EVANS Instruction with required reading material on it and practical factors for these
people to get checked off. And of cowrse the main thing was when the captain gained emough
- confidence in the man to let him stand a watch.

Q. Was it part of your duty ar Senior Watch Officer to supervise this training?
A, Yes,sir.

Q. Prior to qualification, was it expected of you, that you would submit a recommendation
concerning the readiness of a given individual as to his qualificatiom?

A. Not exactly a recommendation. When somebody was ready and the captain hadn’t mentioned
it to me before I would mak the captain what he tBinks about this mam standing watches.

Q. Suppose you were standing watches as Officer of the Deck and the handset on your Primary
Tactical Circuit was suddenly noticed to be defective and you had an incoming signal to receipt
for, wvhat would you do? - . . ,

A. Call CIC. We have a ten channel transmitter in combat you can dial the .... You can set
ten frequencies in it shead of time, and you normally have the Primary Tactical Circuit in ome of

these channels. I would call CIC and tell them to dial 4t in and roger for the signal,

Q. Do you recell this happening Iluring the 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June?
A, Yes, sir, MELBOURNE gave us & signal and something happened to the transmitter on the
bridge. 1 dialed it in in CIC and rogered for it from CIC and told the bridge that I had done ao.

Q. Did something happen to the transmitter?
A. I'm not really sure what happened. The OOD called down to radio and got it straightenad
out shortly after that. I don't know what the nature of the problem was.

Y+ Lo you recall what the signal was?
A. No, sir.

Q. Does CIC keep a plot of ships in company on the plotting head on the surface radar scope?
A, Yes, eir,

Q. Does the bridge keep a plot?

A. 1 always do, sir. I'm fairly sure most of them do. We have a surface status board where
we always kept the formation plot on there - the present dispeositi-m of the ships,

Senior Member: The board has no further queations.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Mr. Duhne, during my earlier examination, I ask you if CIC made recormendations as to courses
and speeds for changes of station and you indicated they did?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was it normal to track the path of the ship en route to a new station and to make recommendations -
as to courses anl speeds?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was that your practice while in CIC?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was that the practice you enforced while you were 0OD?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. As to assignment of plane guard, what did you pase on to your relief as o plane guard assignment,
if you can recell?
A. I believe I told him that we had gone to plane guard twilce and expected to go again.

Q. Did you do this on the basis of having gone twice or on the basis of a signal received sarlier?
A. On the basis of the fact that we had gone twice,
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Counsel for the board: Wa have no further questions
Senior Mamber: Do you sxpect to have a classifisd session?

Counsel for the board : We have no lpeciffc questions. Do you have information that you
feel should be heard in a classified session?
Witness: No, sir,

Counsel for the board: MNr. Dunne, as ] said earliar, the board would like to considar these
proceedings in two phasea at this point, It has been asking questions concerning precollision
and with respect to those matters you are informed that you are privileged to make any further
statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you think
should be a matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out by the
previous questions. Do you have anything to add?

Witness: No, sir.

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdraw from the board room.
Senior Member: We will have a ten minute racess.

The board recessed at 1555, 21 .hme 1969.
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The board reconvened at 18610 hours, 21 Juns 19&9.
All members connectad with the board who were present at the time of recess were again present,

Quartermaster Sesman Darrell L. JONES, U. §. Navy was called as a witness by counsel for the
board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD

Queations by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa):

3. You have been called #s a witness for the board of {nvestigation which ia inquiring into
the circumstances surrounding the collisfon of AMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because
it is understood that you have evidence whicm may asgist the board. Under United States Law, no
witness may be compelled to snswer any question, the anwer to which may tend to incriminate him
and you may refuse to anaswver any such questions. Do you understand thet?

A. Yes, sir. 1 do,

Q. Will you state your full name, rate and organization?
A. Darrell Lynn Jones, $K, USS FRANK E. EBVANS.

Q. And how long have you been in the U. §. Navy?
A. Two and one half years, sir.

A, 2 years and 3 months.

Q. And on the night of 2 - 3 June, did you stand watch in USS EVANS?
A. Yes, sir, 1 did. L .

q. When did that watch begin and end?
A, It begen on the 2nd June, 2200, and ended on 3rd June, 0300.

Q. And what dutfes did you perform during that period of time?

a. T was Quartermaster of the Watch and T wrote in the Quartermaster's Log course changes
end speed changes., I took the weather and every hour I went down to the chart house and took
a loran fix.

Y. By whom were you relieved at 0300 on the morning of 3rd June?
A. QM3 Gary Vigue.

Q. And did he swrvive the collision?
A. No, sir.,. He dida't,

Q. During the period you were on watch, do you recall what waz the base course of the
formation or not?
A. No, sir. 1 do not.

Q. D0 you recall vhether the formation was zigregging?
A. Yes, sir. It was.

Q. Was it doing that continuously or were these occasional interruptions?
4. The best 1 remember we were continuously zigragging.

And in sddition to rfgzagging, was EVANS also patrolling {ts sector?
Yes, sir. It was. .

What was the base speed of the formation, do you remember that?
Yes, sir. 18 knots,

>0

Q. 4&nd st what speed was EVANS patrolling her sector?
A. T can't remember that, sir.

%. Was it hirher or kept down to the 187 .
A. I couldn't gay for sure, {t could have been a 1ittle higher.

Q. During your pericd on watch do ycu recall that EVANS changed station?
A. No, sir.

Q. In particular, do you recall whether EVANS went to station as rescue destroyer?
A. MWo, sir. I can't recall while I was on watch.

Q. Con you recall where MELBCURNE was during your period on watch, in relation to EVANS?
4. Yes, sir. when I wes relieved at 0300, the last time I saw MELBOURNE was about 7 miles

off our port quarter.

Q. Was there anything else thet you noticed at that time when you were relieved?
A. No, sir. XNothing that I can think of air.

Q. Did you observe when you were relieved whether there were sany lighte showing in MELBOURNE?
A. No, sir. I couldn't remember.
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Q. Did you observe when you were relieved vhethar any 1ights were showing {n EVANS?
A. No, sir, We had darken ship when I was reltaved. During my watch, we changed

ouor lighting measures several times, from dim light - dim navigstional lights to darken ship,
off and on. )

Q. In what eircumstances were you showing dim navigational lights?
A. 1 cannot remember, just whenever MELBOURNE dimmed hars, I believe.

Q. And you don't remember what operations were being performed when MELBOURNE dimmed her
lights and you followed suit?
A, No, sir.

4. Can you tell us what obaervations you made during your period on watch of the weather?

#. The sea was calm, There were Just smell swells. Maybe three feet were as high as they
were. llardly any waves at all., The sky was clear, maybe & few stratus clouda, but that's all.
The temperature wes about &5 degrees I believe. Sea water temperature was 75. I can't remember
which divection the swells were coming from, same for the wind, I wouldn’t be able to tell you
that either.

Q- Well, you've done pretty well, Can you tell us about conditions of visibility?
A. You could see real good, I'd say ten miles.

Q. 1Ie that with binoculars or not?
A. With binoculars. . . ) e

G. And did you have any difficulty with binoculars in determining the aspect of ships in

A. Are you asking me myself or for the rest of the people?

Q- You, yourself when you looked. ’
A. No, sir. 1 didn't sir.

Q. 1If you received a signal in the form "execute to follow', what was the procedure as
regards calling the Captain, 1{ it favelved a change of station?

4. The Officer of the Deck would ring the Captain’s Sea Cabin and tell him the course that
we would be using to go to our station and what our new station would be.

Q. Did you at any time during your period on watch see MELBOURNE make any visual signalg?
A. No, sir. Not that I can remember.

Q. During the pertod you were on watch, how often did you observe MELTOURNE and were ghe
wae in relation to EVANS? .

A. 1'd say maybe every 30 minutes I'd gee MELBOURNE. The Quartermaster has tc keep the
loz up, you knov, every course change egnd everything and we were changing course se much that -
night that I had to stay on the log most of the time. I didn't have a chance to see her gince
she was back aft or to the side of us and T couldn't see her all the time.

Q. On these occasions when you gaw her on the average of every 30 minutes, what was her
bearing usually from EVANS?
4. The best I can remember it was relative from us, it was 270 or 180.

Q. What was the range at which you usually saw her?
A. About 3000 yards, sir.

Q. T think you have alreedy told me that you didn't see any lights on MELBOURNE on any of

these ocaagions.
A. Not that I can remember. She may have had some lighta on, sir, but I can't remember.

Q. On these occasions when you ssw her, how clearly could you do this?
A. T could see her clear. I could tell it was a carrier.

Q. Could you see cleﬁrly enough to determine in which direction she vas heading?
A. Yes, air,

Q. During your period on watch was the Captain called st any time within your knowledge?
A, I couldn't say for sure,

Q. Can you recall vhat officers were on watch on the bridge during your pertod-on watch,
A. Yes, sir. From midnight ti11 0300 it waa LTIC Ramsey and LTIG Hopson.

Q. And during the three hours that you shared the watch with those two officers, which of
the two had the conn most of the time?
A. Mr. Rsmsey had the conn all the way up till eay 0200 and then Mr. Hopees took it.

Q. And from 0200 until you were relieved, what was the position as regarda to the conn?
A. Mr. Hopson had the conn at that time, eir.

Q. When Mr. Hopson had the conn were you able to observe who was manning the Primary Tactical

Circuit?
A. Fo, sir. I couldn't remsmber.
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Q. When Mr. Hopson had the conn can you recall what Mr. Ramsey was doing?

A. He was on the scope watching the station and algo going out on the wing looking at the
other ships, scanning the other ships and trying to ksep station on everybody else and en the
carrier. That was the same thing Mr. Hopson was doing aleo, sir. They were both trying to keep
station on the carrier. :

4. You mean st 0200 they changed roles and what one had bsen doing before tﬁe other did and

viee versal
A. Well, until 0200 I remember that Mr, Hopson was on the Tactical Circuit. After 0200 I

* cannot say for sure who was on the circuit. 1 remember that Mr. Hopson had the conn around 0200,
sir. They were both going out and looking at the carrier and taking bearings through the pelorus
and also going to the redar repcater and getting the distances and bearings on that also, then
working it out on the maneuvering boards.

Q. Can you remember on what scale the radar tepeater was mpet?
A, No, sir. I don't look at that repeater. It would be in close, but I couldn't tell you

hot: close, within 10 miles 1'm sure.

Q. During your period on - well during the period from midnight to 0300 do you recall if
many messages were received over the Primary Tactical Circuit?
A. No, sir. 1 couldn't remember.

Q. Can you remember whether any mejsages received had to be decoded as to call signs or

shackle codes or things of that kind?
A. No, sir. I couldn't tell you for sure. I belisve there were & couple.

Q. Do you recollect who 1t was who d{d the decoding when the need arcase?

A. Well, when they did that both officers would work on them together on the open bridge.
Uaually the officer who had the Tactical Circuit would vork on it snd &lso CIC would pend it out
over the phone. T ) .

Q. Do you recall whether the officer who hed the Primary Tactical Circuit would consult with
the officer who had the conn about messages thet had to be decoded?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was that the invariable practice or not?

A. Well, the Offfcer of the Deck would ueually break {t - the coaoning officer would usually
break it. He would usually be the Junior officer. He would ba the one with the Tactical Circuit
and when they got it, they would both look {t Up to make sure that they were breaking it - they
both checked each other. They would get the answer from CIC also. .

Q. How did CIC give the answer to them?
A. Over sound powered phones sir.

Q. Were there any communication difffculties experienced on the Primary Tactical Circuit

vhile you were on watch?
A, No, sir. Not while I was on watch, sir.

Q. I want to ask you about red lights near the starboard doorway between the bridge wing
and the pilot house. Do you underatand the position of which I am asking?
A. You mean the wing?

Q. HNear the starboard doorway, between the bridge wing and the pilot house?
A. The port running light would be the only one I know of,

Q. That's the only light in chat particular vieinity, 19 {t?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you tell us whether that light 9117:t any time during your time on watch?
A. VYes, sir. 1t was.

Q. In what circumstances was it burning? Urwjai
A. Well {t was burning - the dim navigational lights were at that time and elso we
went to normal mavigationel lights with full brightness.

Q. When were they brought to full brightnese?
A, I wouldn't be able to tell you what time it wes.

Q. Do you say that there was a light M'ﬁhn all the time, either dimly or brightly?
A, Oh, no sir. Not all the time.

Q. Are you able to give us any help as to when it was made dim and when it was made bright

und for what reasons?
A. No, sir. 1 wouldn't be able to tell you what time, but the reason we mede it dim or

bright and turn them off was because we were following the MELBOURNE and the rest of the screen.

Q. You followed their exemple?
A. Yen.

Q. Have you any recollection as tc what proportion of the time you were on watch that light
would have been burning in one form or another?
A. No, sir. 1 couldn't say.
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Q. There was a light, was there rot, on the chert table?
A, Yes, air. ’

Q. What color was that?
A. ' Red.

. Q. Could it bee seen from the starboard wing of the bridge? If it was on?
A. You might be able to from the starboard wing, but no further than that hardly at all.

: Q. It wouldn't be visible outboard?
> A. No, sir. It's & very dim light, ,
Q. Was it a directional light?
A, No, sir. Just a light for the charts so we could see the plota.

Q. Was it shaded?
A, Yes, pir.

Q. Was it generally kept on or only put on whan used?
A. Yes, sir. It was kept on all night.

Q. T want to ask you about the location of the PRITAC Speaker, You understand?
A. Yes, sir, 1 do.

Q. Was it on the open bridge or in the pilot house?!
A. The open bridge.

Q. And where was it on the open bridge? The forward part of the after part?
4. The bulkhead separating the pilot house from the bridge, {t was on here.

Q. Port or starhoard side? .- . ) .
A. T couldn’t be able to tell you thet., We have one nn each aide and I don't -~ one's s
different circuit and T don't know wiich circuit they had at that time. .

Q. When it turned up, were you able to hear the mesesages being broadcast.
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And was it turned up that night so that you ecould hear?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Do you remember hearing sny memsssges passed that night?
A, No, sir. I couldr't say for sure that I do remember.

G. You recollect how the switches were arranged on the navigational lighting penel?
A. At 03007

J. During your watch. The way they were worked?

A. The way T had them worked was whan we went to dim navigational lights I only had to
throw the dimmer switch and leave the master switch on for all the lights. For Darken Ship all
I did was turn the master switch off on the lighting panel and it turns off all the lights.

Q- You mean by that certsin {ndividual switches were left on all the time -~ left switched on?
A, Yes, sir. All the light switches were left turned on, 1iffe the stern light, the mast
Iight, range light and port and starboarding side running lights, hey were always left on.

Q. Left on?
A. Yes, #ir.

Q. TIf you switched off the master switch, there were no lights left burning?
A. Yes, sir. That's right.

Q. Now if you wanted to switch some of them on only, what procedures ¢id you follow?
A. Well, T just turned on the master switch and flipped off the lights I wanted off,

Q. And at that stage did you have the selected lights turned on dim or bright?
A. TYou mean 0300, sir?

Q. No, no, I'm gorry. If you wanted to select some of the lights and bring them on in the
dim positinn. Row would you do that? .

A. Well, just like if T wanted to turn on my port and starboard running light I Just flip
it on the on position and have my master switch on and if I wanted them dim T Just switched them
on dim alsa,

Q. How many positions are there with the dimming switch?
A, There are bright and dim only, air.

Q. TIf you hed your individual switches left on all the time, did you switch off the ones
that you didn't want first or before you switched on the master switeh or did you ewitch on the
master switch first and switch off the ones that you didn't want?

A, I had the maater sewitch off and which ever ones I wanted on I would turn them on and then
turn the master back on.
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Q. Where was the switch for the red truck lights?
A, "It was right below the other panel. The one with the stern lights, port and starboard

running lights, right below them.

Q. Was it also controlled by the master switch or wae it independent of {t?
A, Ko, it was controlled by another master switch. There were two different panels right

there.

Q. When you had your navigational lights turmed on, whether dim or bright, which ones did

vou have burning?
A, Well, we had the range light, mast head, stern light, port snd starboard running 1¢{ghts.

J. Was there any time when you had the running lights and the overtaking lights burning
dimly or brightly without the range and mast head light?
A. No, sir. Not that I can remember.

Y. S0 the five of them were always on or off, dimly or brightly, together?
A. Yes, sir.

When you were relieved from watch at 0300, did you report to the officer of the deck?
No, sir.

. Is it your usuel practice to do so or not?
A. No, eix, It isn't,

Q. Did you observe nonetheless which of the two officers appeared to have the conn when
vou vere relieved at 03007
A. Mr. Hopaon, sir.

Q. Do you recollect what Mr. Ramsey was doing at ‘that paint of time?
A. No, sir, I don't,

4. To whom do you make your report that the Quartermaster of the Watch has been relieved?

A. We did not report to anybody that we were being relieved. The other Quartermaster, we
tell him everything that has be:n happening, the course changes and what sll has been done and
everything that har to be done on the next watch. He just tekes it from there.

Q. And when you are aseuming watch, te whom do you report?
A. We don't report to anyone, sir.

Q. So both on leaving and coming on watch you deal with the man who tekes your place or
whose place you are taking?
A. Thet's right,sir,

Q. And is that the practice that normally privnilcd in USS EVANS?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Wwhere were you when the collision occurred?
A, I wag in my rack, sir.

J. And hov were you affected by the collision?
A. T was knocked across the compartment.

Q. What did you do?
A, I got up and put my pants on and esarted for my GQ station.

Q. And where was that?
A. On the bridge, I'm the helmsman.

Q. How did you go - what was the route from your compartment to your GQ station?
A. Well I went up the inner passageway, the inner passageway of the ship.

Q. Where were you, which compartment?
A. OC compartment, it's back aft.

Q. How far ig it from the atern?
A. 1'd say maybe 20 yards.

Q. You came up a ladder did you? How many decks were you down?
A. One deck.

Y. And where did the ladder bring you out?
A, The passageway by the ships store and the barber shQp, back aft by the post office.

Q. And when you got on deck what did you observe?

A, Everybody was coming up out of the compartment and going to their GQ stations. 1 started
up the passageway and I got up to about the after engine room, log room right thare when a man
said it was blocked off up there. So, I turned around and started going back the other way, 1
was going to find another route to the bridge. I opened the port hatch, going out the main deck,
the last hatch aft, I went out on the main deck and I saw the carrier there. That was the first
time I knew what had happened,
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Q What 4id you sas when you looked forward?
. I didn't go far enocugh forward to see anything, he said it was blocked off up there and

1 didn t know exactly what he mesant. I thought maybe men ware getting stuff out or something, I
didn't know. I just wanted to get up to the bridge as fnlt as I could, you know, I knew something

was wrong and I knev I had to get to the bridge.

Q. Did you notice what had happened to the bow section of the destroyar? Could you see that?
A. No, sir. I didn't see that st sll

Q. Where was the carrier when you saw her in realation to the aft section?
A, The beat I remember, her - whan I looked out the port hatch, her bow was right into our

side there.

Q. Well, did you eventually find your way onto the fantail?

A. Yes, sir. When I opened up the hatch aft I shut it ss scon aa I saw what happened.
Therr were things falling and I didn't want to gat hit by that. I went through the passagevay
to the starboard hatch and I opened it up and I saw people beck on the fantail. We started
helping people that were Injured back on the fantail at that time. We tried to find life jackets

and all for everybody.

Q. How many people were gathered on the fantail whan you arrived there?
A. 1'd say maybe 30 people vhen I srrived.

Q. Who was in charge of activities there?
A. The senior officer, Lieutensnt Dunne.

Q. And what directions did he give to the people there?

A. After he found out what happened, he told everybody ‘to kind of epread out on the fantail
o it wouldn't pnt too much weight on one spot. We tried to get life jackets for everybody and
take care of the injured. At the same time he was trying to get people up on the carrier.

Q. Were there many injured persons there?
A. Yes, sir. 1'd sey a few, maybe 10.

q. Did you see what was done for them?
A. Yes, sir. They were being taken up on the port side to the carrier.

Q. Yow werc they brought up on the deck of the carrier?
A. Well, I believe some were taken in stretchers and the others were climbing up by nets

or ladders.

3. During this time did you coneider that the efforts were well directed?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there any panic or did people maintain control of themselves?
A. No, air, there was not any panic at all.

Q. Did you observe any particular scts of heroism yourself?
A. Yo, sir. Not any particular acts. I believe everybody just helped everybody as much
as they could.

Q. BHow long was it before you were brought up or managed to get up on the MELBOURMNE deck?
A, T'd say about 20 minutes.

Q. By that time were there any people Ieft on tha fantail?
A. Yes, sir. I'd say sbout 10 people.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Seaman Jones.
Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Tha counsel has no further queations of this witneas.

You are informed that you have an opportunity now to make a further statement relating to
evernts before the collision or after. If youthink there i{s something that has not already beern
brought out by questioning, is there anything you wish to add?

A. No, sair.

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room,

Seaman Apprentice Martin W. Vanwingen, U. 5. Navy was called as a witness by counsel for
the board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Seaman Apprentice Vanwingen you have been called as a witness before the board which is
inquiring i{nto the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and US5 FRANK E. EVANS
because it ig understood that you may have evidence which may assist this board in it's
investigation. I have to tell you that under United States Law, no witness may be compelled to
answer any question the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and that you may refuse to
angwer any such question.

A, I understasnd.
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Q. Will you please state your name, rate and organizatiom?
Seaman Apprentice Martin William Vanwingen, aboard the destroyer FRANK E. EVANS.

J. And when did you join the Navy?
A, August l4th, 1968,

§. And when did you join the USS FRARK E. EVANS?
A. November 7th, 1968.

Q. And did you stand the watch on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June?
A. Yes, 1 did,sir.

Q. During whot period of time were you on watch?
A. Between 12 and 4, in the morning.

Q. And where were you stationed during that watch? What part of the ship?
A. Well, we had differeat jobs.

Q. Al! right, what duties were you performing during that watch?
A. I was on lee helm, JL, helm and after lookout.

Q. Now st the time of the collision, which duty of those many duties were you .performing?
A. I was on after lockout. .

Q. And when had you gone onto that position?
A. 0245,

. And did you remain there continuously on after lookout duty from 0245 till the time of
the colllainn’ . . r
A. Yes, I did, sir. .

3. Now, where were you stationed in regards to the Toockout?
4.  On the ECM2 deck.

J- And in the one porition all the time?
A.  Yes,

3. and in that position what field of vision did you have?
A. From 090 to 270.

Q. And that's full 180 degrees through the stern of the ship?
A. Yes, sir. ]

%+ Were you using binoculars?
A. Well, part of the time, yes, air.

¢. Do you remember whether that period, 0245 to the time of colligion, there were any
changes of course!?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When do you recollect course chengea began?
A. Well, when I was coming up to the after lookout, we were on a course change then. aind,
just before the collision we wire on a course change.

Q. Can you remember seeing any ships sastern of EVANS, let's say between 0300 til1l the time
of the collision?
A. That I can't say.

Q. You don't remember?
A. I don't remember, sir.

Q. Can you remember whether EVANS was on a steady course or was turning at the time of the
collision? ’
A, She was making a starboard turn.

Q. Did you see any other ship in the vicinity of EVANS during the five minutes before the
collision?
A. No, sir.

Q. How long before the collision was it when you first observed another ship in EVANS

vicinity?
A. Just before the impact.

Q. And where was the ship you observed, just before the impact?
A. Off on the port side, just a little forward of 270.

Q. And how far sway was the other ship then?
A. Not more than 15 or 20 feet.

Q. And what was the - did you see any lights on MELBOURNE at that atage?
A. No, sir. Baut then I wasn't looking st the flight deck I was lIocking at the bow.
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Q. 'Did you hear any vhistle signals st this time.
A. No, air.

Q. Did you see any lights shoving on EVANS at this time?
A. I can't remember, sir.

G- Do you temember any lights burning on EVARS during the time you were on watch that night?
A, 1 can't remember that either, sir.

Q. Can you carry the narrative forward please, from the time you first ssw this ship just
forvard of 270 degrees and 15 feet or so swsy?
A. No.

J. What did you see after that?
A. What 1 saw after that?

J. Yes.

A, The ship hit and it gave me s slight jolt and I took a few steps to the po't side to
see what damage was done and then the ship started tilting and I grabbed onto something. When
the ship rolled up again, we were vight up againet the MELBXRNE. 1 fell dowm when the ship
tilted and I got up vhen the ship righted itself. I said to Secondary Conn.... I thought that
their flight deck was going to rip into the ECM2 Deck. I still had the phones on so 1 said,
"Secondary Conn out", waited a few seconds and then when I didn't hear no reply I put the phones
down, went down the ladder to the helo deck which is just below the ECM2 Decl:....

Q. Now at this stage when you got down to the lower deck, where were you in relation to
the bow and stern of the destroyer? How far along were you, were you closer to the bow or the
stern?

i. Well, close to the stern. . .

§. Did you see what was happening to the bow ucti.on't ’

A, Mo, ECM? Deck ladder was obstruc¢ting so you can't see forward. Then I went down the
next Iadder whit¢h was on the starboard side and when I hit the deck, I started going forward,
then I saw there was nothing left of the forecastle. 1 tutned uround and went to the fantai?

where T was directed to just stay there.

3. Bow many people were there at that time?
A. I estimate about 20.

J, Cominz back i{n the story for a moment. Did you hear any message passed over the JL

talker before the impact occurred?
4. There was nothing said from JL to Combat or from Combat to JL.

4. Did you hear any sound signsls from MELBOURNE!?
A. No, sir.

Q. You said that until the time of tha collision you were wearing head phones over your

A, One side, one was on and one was off.

t. Did you hear anything said over that headset from any part of the ship?
A. Ko, sir,

W- What parts of the ship could you hear if they sent any mespages intermally?
A. Forvard lookout, JL, and combat.

Y. Not the bridge?
A. That's the JL.

Q. You heard no nmessages?
A. No messages at all.

Q. 4&nd you were in a position to hear them until what point of time?
A. Up till the point of impact, but there was nothing said.

Q. Can you tell u: what events took place on the fantail after you got there, that you

particularly remember?
A. After I got to the fantail, I went toc after steering. They have a hole down there;

you can look right down in there. There was another watch {n there. When I got there he was
coming out. Somebody told him to come out and he was coming cut so T knew he was OK.

Q. Yes?
A. After 1 started

moving around I knew it was T couldn't hardly move it. So
there were a coupls officers up there and I sat down for sbout 5 minutes. MELBOURNE had ropes
tied to our stern from her stern and they had 2 ladders from their starboard side to our port
side, and they had 2 or 3 of our men - I think they were burnt - going up the ladders slready.
So they asked if there were any more injured, and I walked over to the ladder and told them I
had a bruised arm and they told me to go up the ladder. They tied a rope around me and I went

up the ladder to the MELBOURKE.

3



Q. And vhere did you go when you got on dack!?
A, "After I got up on the MELBOURNE, they took me to a reom where thay had a lot of cots and
eouches and I just sat there until they had a corpsman come over and he told me I Just had o

« Q. Well you stayed below did you and didn’'t see what wes happening on deck?
A, No.

Counsel for tha board (CDR Glass): The counsel hawe no further questions, perhaps the
board does?

Senior Member: No,
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room,

Seaman Apprentice Sydney R. Baughman, U. 8. Navy, waa called aa & wvitnass by counsel for
the board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Questions by counael for the board:

Q. Seaman Apprentice Baughman, you have baen called as & witness before the board which is
inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS
because it is understood that you may have evidence which may assist in it's investigation., I
have to tell you that under United States Law, no witnese may be compelled to answer any queation,
the answer to which may tend to incriminate him and that you may refuse to answer any such
question. Do you underatand what I have Just paid?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state your full name? . ' .
A. Sydney Robert Baughman.

4. And what is your present grade?
A, SA.

3. And your mervice number?
A.  BB4 47 52,

V. And to vhat organizatiom are you sasigned?
4. USS FRANK E. EVANS.

4. Were you sssigned to that ship on the 2nd and 3rd of June?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. 4nd to vhat diviston were you essigned?
A. 1ot division.

Q. How long have you baen in the Ravy?
A. Since January 17th, 1968,

Q- And how long have you been assigned to USS PRANK E. EVANS?
A. Since April &th, 1968.

Q. On the night of 2 and 3 June, were you assigned to a watch?
+ Yes, sir.

A
Q. And vhat hours were you on watch?
4. From 0000 aill 0345,

Q. And just prior to 0300, what duties were you performing om that watch?
A. Starboard wing lookout,

Q. And vhere did you have your station as starboard lookout?
4. On the signal bridge above the pilot house.

Q. . Was that on top of the pilot houae?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have communications with anyone else on watch?
4. No, sir. The starboard wing lookout hea binoculars.

Q. You did not have a sound powered phome?
A. Bo, w»ir,

Q: Waa there alao a port lookout?
A. Yea, sir.

Q. And whare was he statione?
A. He waa stationsd right scross from me on the port side, and he had sound powered phones,
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Q. Did he also have binoculars?
A.  Yes, nir.

Q. And how far were you apart?.
A. About 5 feet, 6 feet.

Q. And how did you communicate with the bridge from your jetation?
A. I 'd tell him {f I had a contact. 1'd tell him what poritions are and angle...

Q. And what sector were you assigned as a lookout?
A, Pardon?

Q. What was your assigned ares as lookout?
A. From 000 to 090,

w+ Recalling the period of about 0300, did you see mnything in particular in your sector
at that time?

A. Well, my port lookout spotted a2 submarine whieh he thought was & submarine. T looked
at it and it was not a submarine, it was another ship. 1 told him to delay the last. At that
time I started looking at this helo and that ship also.

Q. Did you observe what PRANK E. EVANS was doing at this time?
A. I knew about making the turn.,..

W+ In which direction was EVANS turning?
A. Starboard turn, .

Q. Did you see MELBOURNE at this time?
A. That time, no. 1 was looking st the destroyer st the time we were turning.

G. Wae this destroyer ahead of EVANS?
A. It was at 030,

Q. Relative?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. 4And as you turned did {t move off into the left, relative besring?
A. Yes, sir. Off to the left,

Q. What was the first time you spotted MELBOURNE?
A. When it was about B00 yards away.

Q. How did you estimate that range? )
A. Just looking at it. That's the only wsy you can eptimate & range.

Q. And in which direct{ion was MELBOURKE hesaded when you g¢aw her?
A.  About 030,

Q. Were you seeing MELBOURNE's starboard bow or MELBOURNE's port bow?
A. Starboard bow,

Q. And could you tell what MELBOURNE's course was doing at that time. Was she on a steady

eourse or was she turning?
A. That 1 eouldn't tell because - I couldn't tell.

Q. Did you see any lights on MELBOURNE?
A. At the time no.

Q. Had you previously seen any lights on MELBOURNE?
A. Before we collided, yesh.

Q. What was the first time you gaw lights on MELBOURNE?
A. About approximately a minute before we collided. This was about 400 yards.

Q. How long would you estimate it was from the first time You saw MELBOURNE until the collisfon?
A, About s minute and a half to two minutes.

Q- And ss I understand it you spotted lights on the MELBOURME between that time and the time
of collision. 1Ia thet right? :
A. Yes, zir,

Q. And wvhet lights did you see on MELBOURKE? .
A. 1 saw red lights, moatly red lights. I didn't actually see the port or starbosrd running

lights or the mast head lights, I just saw a bunch of lights on the flight deck.

Q. These were slong the edge of the flight deck or somevhere else?
A. I couldn't really distingutish all of them, but I saw a lot of lights, ved and green lights,
mostly all red though.

Q. Did you see any white 1ights?
A. No, I don't think I did.
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At any time before the collision, could you tell us {f MELBOURNE changed courae?

q.
A. Just before the collision we - looked like they wers making a hard right....
Q. Hard....

A. Hard left.

Q. At this time what wvas RVANS doing?

A. Making a hard righe,

Q. And did you hear any whistle signals by either ship?

A. By MELBOURNE I heard 8 collision alarm and by our ship we heard nothing....

Q. By collision alarm would you deacribe what you heard?
A. Well it was & horn like and it went more like (witneas demonatrated tha approximate sound
of a honking horn). It was sort of a high pitched note.

Q. Was it like the collision alarm on the EVANS?
A, Sormcthing similar, but not quite.

Q. Did you hear any signals from a ateam whistle that you ecould identify? Any blasts of any
sort?
A. No, pir.

Q. By either ship?
A. No, sir.

Q. At ahy time did you see any navigational lights on FRANK E. EVANS? -
A, No, sir,

Q. Did you at any time report what you saw to the bridge?

A. Well the port lookout, I told him to report it and he tripped and got tangled up in the
cord, T started yelling down and trying to halp him at the ssme time, I knew than we were going to
collide, :

Q. And vhat was the neme of the port lockout?
A. Glines (phonetic).

Q. And did he survive the ....
A. No, sir.

Q. Did anything else occur between the time that you have described where MELBOURNE was about
400 yards sway and the collision?
A, No, sir.

. Would you describe the collision itself?

A. Well, T gpotted the MELBOURNE. Well I didn't exactly spot it, tha port lookout spotted it
and T still had my binoculars on & ship that was off the atarboard side. I tried to follow it but
1 couldn't, so....

Q. Let me interrupt, I'm sorry. You said "you saw it", what was the relative bearing from
A. MELBOURNE?

Q. Yes.
A. 340 about when 1 spotted it.

Q. #And did that bearing change at any time before the colliaion?
A. No. '

Q. 1t stayed st 340 relative even though EVANS was turning to tha right?
A, Well more likely, yes, sir. .

Q. Was the EVANS' turn to the right a hard turn or a shallow tura?
A, 1'd say standard, about 20 degreea.

Q. 20 degrees rudder, is that what you are referring to?l
A. 1 couldn't really distinguish because there was calm water, and everything, and the ship
doesn't lean that much,

Q. Did the ship heel over?
A. When we made a hard right, the ship leaned a little bit.

Q. Was it leaning on this occasion?
‘ A. No, sir, But you could see the bow moving to .... I saw a helo on the boriron which 1
‘could see go in a different angle position.

Q. And then how long was it before the collisioh ocurred? Prom the time you previously
described?
A. Maybe s minute.

Q. And vhat happened upon collision? What happenad to you?

A. T don't know. The ship hit and I was thrown, who knows where really. 1 was under the ship
the next thing I knew, trying to get out,
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J. Were you in the water?
A. Yes, sir. I came up in a bunch of cil and swallowed & bunch of it and T waa laying scross

it wooden deck grate.

J. And how were you reacued?
A. By a bost with Australians.

§. Do you know from what ship?
A. TFrom the MELBOURNE.

Q. And how many other people were rescued in the ssme boat?
&, I couldn't tell you exactly., T was pretty sick from the oil and everything and vomiting.
1'3 say about 20 of us in that boat.

Q. To your knowledge were the ones in the boat from the forward section - or the how section -
of EVARS? Do you know?
4. Three that T know of from the bow section.

x- Going back to the time vhen you mentioned seeing MELBOURNE at B00 yards. Was this the
firat time you saw her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see any bright white lights on MELBOURNE?
A NO, sir,

4. Were you injured in the collision at #11?
A. My right leg 1s 211,

Q. What type of injury did you have? . ..
A, o '

Q. Did you see MELBOURNE actually begin & turn to the left? Can you fdentify a time when
this ocurred?
A, Yo, T can't,

Y. You indicated that when you got clear of the ship you were hanging onte a wooden gtrating,
was Lt?
4. Yes, sir.

Y. Was there anyone else hanging onto the same grating?
4. Yes, sir., Two officers. Mr. Remsey and Mr. Hopson.

Q. Had you eerved as helmsman at any time during your watch?
Aa. No, sir.

G. Had you served es Lee Helmsman st any time during your watch. Yoo know, on the Enginerocm
Telegraph.
A«  No, sir.

Q. What other positions had you occupied during your watch?
A, I was o messenger and I was up on lockout for two hours. I think I was on secordary conn
for &n hour, then messenger and then I went up on lookout.

Q. When the port lookout called your attention to MELBOURNE, do you recall the relative hesring
nf MELBOURNE at that time?
A. About 330,

G. And as I understand it, then it went to about 340 and remained there until the time of
cnlliaion?
é. Roughly, T can't say. 7T wasn't looking T was just estimating at the relative brarins the:.

Y., Could you tell where the carrier's bow atruck your ship?
A, Tt looked about mid-ships.

Q. Did it sppear to you that it was aft of vhere you were?
A. Yer, sir., 7Tt looked like it was coming right straight at me wvhen I looked up and saw the
el . deck and then that's the lagt thing I remember.
Senior Member: Would you repeat your answer - I couldn't hear you?

A, Yes, sir. 1 disttngutshed that it was going to hit sbout where I was standing. I lonked
p and saw the flight deck and that is the last thing I remembered.

Q. Could you tell vhat part of the flight deck you were seeing?
A. The port side.

Q. Were you above the nnchor? Did you ever see the anchor?
A. No, sir.

Q. May I retrace your steps back once more. Back to the time you were looking at the destroyer
bearing about 030 relative, is that....
A. Yea, sir.
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Q. And how long after that was it when the port lookout called your attention to MELBOURE?
A. About two minutes.

Q. And had you seen MELBOURNE at all bafore your attention was called to MELBOURNE?

‘ A. Mo, sir.
i
- Q. At the time your attention was called to MELBOURNE, can you as accurately ag possible rcti-ste
" the bearing and range at that time. ,
T A. When I first spotted her?
Q. Yes.

A. Between 330 and 340 when I first saw her, It looked like we were going on plare grard,
There was white water in front of him and I knew he was coming towarda us. .

Q. Do you have an estimate of the range?
A. Like I say, about 800 yards.

Q. Did you first spot MELBOURNE with the naked eye or with binoculars?
A, With my naked eye,

War it clear enough eo that you could tell what course she was on without using the

binoculars?
A. No, air.

Q. Could you tell what part of MELBOURNE you were seeing vith your naked eye?
A. Starboard side.

Q. What angle on the bow?
A. About 060, ) = . L

Q- You would estimate your relative bearing from MCLBOURNE as what?
A. You mean the way MELBOURNE was coming?

. If you were on the MELBOURNE at that point, what would your relative bearing had been...,.
4. About 050.

Q. Did your besring of her change after looking at her with the binogculars?
A. Not so much really. It more or leas stayed at that bearing.

Q. You continued to see approximately the same view until colligion, is that it?
A. about 200 yards before collision, which wes about 7 seconds, 10 seconds I gaw MELBOURNE
moking a hard right and {t began to change position then to about 290, then T saw the bow then.

Q. You got more in front of the MELBOURNE at the last minute, is that right?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. While you were in the water, hanging on the grate, did either Mr. Ransey or Mr. Fopsen say
snything at that time?
A, HNot that I can remember, sir.

Q- iIn the fifteen minute period prior to the collision, did you ever see MEIEQURKE in your
sector of 000 to 090 relative?
A. No, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member.
Q. Bauvghman, you recall thet you said that perhaps ome and & half to two minutes before the
collision you saw some lights on MELBOURNE,
A. Yes, sir. Maybe almost & minute before the collision I saw the lights, not even a minute,

even thirty seconds....

Q. So it wasn't a minute and & helf to two minutes, it wvas a minute maybe less?
4., It wass about a minute sand s half to two minutes when I saw her before we collided, I saw
the lights about 30 seconds to a minute before we collided.

Q. Were you looking through your binoculars when you sav the lights?
A, No, sir.

Q. Where were the lightg?
A. On the flight deck, There were red lighta. There 1s & post with red lightsz on that went
up. 1 saw a bunch of red lights in the front of the carrier and thet ig a1l I can remember.

Q. Below the flight deck there are some openinge which open onto the forecastle deck. Are
you familiar with appearance of MELBOURNE sheed, othar than the close look you got that night?

A. Not that I can remembar.

Q. Well, below the flight deck level there sre some openings, could thess lights have been

showing through thess openinga?
A, No, sir. T mostly saw the lights above on the flight deck.
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§. Could you wescribe .galn a: ~+e8rly as you can the sound y~u heard which you describe as

a collision alarm? . {
A. It was an alarm that we are not familiar to. It was kind ©f & high pitch alsrm (witneas

makes sounds to i1lustrate ).
Admiral Stevenson: How many times?
A. I can't tell how many times,

Senior Member: The board has no further questions.

e &

Counsel for the board: At this time you are privileged to make any further statement related
to the subjlect matter of the investigation that you thitk should be a matter or record whicl has ant
been brought out by the previous questions. Do you he e anything to add?

A. No, pir.
The -itness was duly warned concerning his teetimony and withdrew from the board room,

Senior Member: The bosrd will adjourn for today and meet at the usual time Monday mornimg.

The board adjourned at 1742 hours, 21 June 19695,



