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A. The .tate of changel in the two "ute tactical publicationa 1. one of lome concern. I believe that the Royal Navy units obtain their changes fairly .peedily, but are normally one ahead of the Australians and New Zealanders. There was .ome lignal debate prior to CINCPACFLl' deciding that change 4 would be the change for the aereba. There wae aome .ignal COQIDent to obtain change 6. In fact ~ did obtain ehange 6, but it v .. - it v •• not in.erted becaule it arrived within a week preceedlug the exerei.e. 

the 
Q. Then it would appear that 1f • deci.ion had been made to ul. change 6 for exerciee, it wquld have been received only. few day. prior to the exerei ••. A. By Auatrallan unite. 

Q. By certain unite. 
A. That ti correct, lir. 

the period of 

Q, Therefore there would have been required a learning procell 1n order to UI. change 6. A. That'. correct, air. 

Q. II it not true then that the ul. of any particular v.rlion, whether change 4 or change 5 or change 6, would have meant that .ome unitl in the ex.rei.e would have been required to ule a publication with which they wero not fAMiliar? 
A. Yel, this i. correct. 

Q. ME'. Arundel in the preparation of FOCAF'. Operation Order 1/69, certain zigzag plan diagrama taken from ATP 3, I believe, were in.erted. I. that correct? A. That'. correct. 

Q. Wa. con.ideration given to the inl.rtion in that Op Order of any zigzag'rul •• ? A. Not by me, lir. 

Q. To your knowledge was consideration given to inelulion of zi,gzAg rule. on th; part of anyone 01.e1 
A. I can't really anlwer that que.tion, lir, becaule I .on't handling the ASW •• ction. 
Q. Are the zigzag diagrams in the ASW .ection? 
A. I can't recall the exact portion of the Op -Order, 'ir. 

(FOeAF'. Op Order 1/69, Exhibit 1, wa. given to the witne.s to refre.h hi. recollection). 
Q. 

zigzag 
A. 

Hr. Arundel, you have reviewed FOeAF'. 
diagrams are in the ASW .ection? 

Yea, they are in the ASW lection, sir. 

Op Order 1/69, EXhibit 1. 

Q. Can yOu aay whether the basic zigzag rule. are in that I.etion? A. There are nO rules for zigzag in thia section, lir. 

Can you ,.y whether the 

Q. Hr. Arundel, returning to the document Which you have prep.red, Ezhibit 27, new veri ton which you have jUlt ,ubmitted. You have for a particular period of time, n.ame\y from 0205S0z to 022018Z, examined the log. of at l ••• t five ,hip' - five Ihipl and certain c~dl. Do any of the log. u.ed al a b.'is for thi. document record tran.millionl heard on the Taak Group 472.1 Pri Tac .••• A. Yel, they do, lir. 

, Q. which did not originate with any .hipo or cOlllllOnd of T .. k Group 472.1? A. If I recall there ~re two lignal. which are not featured here, in which - Ta.k Group 472.3 includf!1 a call 'ign from one unit of 472.1. DOe. thi. Eawer the que.tion, 8ir. 
Q. NO, let me reltate the que.tion. During the period of time covered by thil document, i8 it true that Ihips and command other than thOle in Ta,k Group 472.1 were uling the ~ame frequency .. wa. being u.ed by Pri Tac Circuit of Tot Uhit 472.l? A. Ye. that'. correct, .ir. The convoy group in other word. va. \ding the lame Coam Plan. 
Q. 

record 
A. 

Do any of the logs which you combed in order to get the material di.played in thil document any tran.mil.ion of any kind from Ta.k Group 472.3 or any other .curce on thil circuit. Two loga do, sir. MELBO~~'a and FOCAF' •• 

Q. And what do they record? 
A. What appears to be _ complete diary of tranamillion from the convoy group. There'. no evidence of interference. 

Q. Is it posaible that a .hip in Tllk Unit 472.1 other than MELBOURNE, could have heard any of theae other tranamis.ion.? 
A. I can lay it ia moat unlikely, air. BeCaul. the height of MELBOURNE'a malt val certainly more than that of any other tmit in the group. And from 2000 onward. the group. were con.iderably diaplaced. I'm not lure of the exact dlltance but I think it Val between the order of 20 or ~O mile.. And UHF communication. Ihould have luffered at thi. range and in fact there i. no -virtually no record of the convoy group. ractical communications from that time, from 2000. 
Q, And you're opeaking in ZULU time? 
A. I'm lOrry I'm Ipeaking in local time. 

C -J:i 
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Q. So that from 2000 local time Or l'OOZ, it i. your view if I under.tend correctly, that interference ••• molt unlikely? 
A. It ... molt Unlikely. I'd like to mention too that there .a •• SAG !xereil. that ended at apprOXimately midnight and there wo. .ome jamming - deliberate jomming in thi. exerci.e. But thil 1. of no conlequence now. 

Q. That' •• I.parate lubjeet1 
A. I would 11ke very, very quickly though to give a polltlve enlwer to that que.tion by Ikimming through MELBOURNE'. log or FOCAF'. log to .ltabl1ah whe*her, in fact, there v •• any lign of the convoy'. communication. 

Senior Member: Very well. 

(fbe .entor member direct. the Vitnel' be given the aforementioned logl and the wim... then leanB them for the appropriate material). 

Witnel.; Sir, there'. a very brief mention of call .'tna which I recognize .1 being the convoy group at 17S0Z 16502, but from the record it'a indt.tinea becau.e only two or three groups are recorded. There i. more cDDlZlmlcation then recorded, prior to 15002;. 

Q. SO that the late.t recorded in.tance of communication on thi. circuit from out. ide thil Talk Group 472.1, i. at what ttmo? 
A. I beUeve it'. 1810, air. A Record XRAY EIGHT TRIS IS OSCAR NINE BRAVO BRAVO TII!NTY SEVEN. 
Q. II that 181OZ. 
A. Ye., the log i. In ZULU time, .ir. 

Q. Who II the apparent originator of the tranl1D.l •• l00 in que.tian? A. The call .i6n for DANAE from the CTU, XI\AY EIGHT _d OSCAR NINE. The .1gno1 10 telUng BRONSTEIN to ••• ume the duty of re.cue deltroyer. ,. , 

Q. l'bre generally, Mr. Arundel. have you received from ely .DUrce. report. of difficulti •• experienced by tho.e participating in the exerciee AI • re.ult of the u •• of • particular tactical primary frequency by more than one talk group at the e_ time? A. I feel that thi. i. a difficult que'tion to answer becaule I would have believed w. would have experienced con.lderable difficulty •. I ba'ft had no occasion, to m;y knowledge, to receive a .ignal in which this problem has been manife.ted. I did in fact - FOCAF made a signal to ;your.elf, air, asking if ;you-wanted to stll¥ on ;your exi.ting CCMlPLAN or chaage at half'time. The anawer ..... that you were going to stll¥ on ;your particular frequency - CCMoIPLAN which was aeparate from the convoy' a. But during the f1rst half of the exerciae when FOCAF'. group and the convoy group were working in proximity, there W&8 much comnunication, of course, but I don't believe it was ever a dlf:f1.culty. It was a case of one ship or two units perhaps, perhaps the screen coamander and the Task Group Commander uaing that circu1t. And this was r1g1d~ adhered to, and it was successf'ul. 
Q. It is true then that you have received no caaplaints as to general interference by this procedure of having ..,re than one Took Group from time to time on the same frequency. A. That i. correct, sir. It'. possible, .ir, that ."""'body may have cClllllented in their post exercise report and. I would not be aware of it, I'd like to mention that fact. 

Q. Is it true that FOCAF has ca.lled for rather ccmprehensive post exercise reports covering .mong other things, communications? 
.. \.. Y~s, "ir. 

Q. From all participants in the exerci.e? 
A. That is correct. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of this witness at this time. 
Counoel for the !;oard: Sir, we have one unfinished task. We would aak that Exhibit 27 (Revised), be admitted into evidence an~ that it be substituted for Exhibit 27, previous~ admitted. 
Senior Member: Make it so. 

Counsel tor the board: Counsel hu questions of this witness on another aubject, but in view of the hour we will defer to the Ioard' _ wishe. ODd adjourn till taoorrow ""rn1ng if that i_ the board' 0 wi.h. 

Senior Member: This!;oard i. adjourned for today untU taoorrow ""rning at 0830 and s-ediate~ at'ter our review of today's testimony, we would be in a position to meet with Mr. Arundel if counsel io ready at that time. 

Counsel for the board: And we might express the hOard's thanks to Lieutenant Borman, 'Who participated with Lieutenant Camman;er Arundel on this project. 

Senior Member: Well I should llke to otate o""",thing on the record on that OOOre. It' 0 qu1te clear that thi. document baa requ1red a great deal of painstaking work and we are indeed indebted to you, Mr. Arundel. and you, Mr. Borman, tor that 'WOrk which I'm lure has taken D1I.lJY long hours in the past few days. Thank:you very much. 

The Board recesaed at 1740 hours, 20 June 1969. Q'UJEIIE' • .,AL 
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'l'WE Ll'TII DI. Y ca •• PlBEI."AL 
The board reconvened in executive I ••• lon at 0830 hours. 21 June 1969. Dur1na thtl le •• lon the board reviewed and .pproved the prior day', trln.cript and ~de executi .. deci,1onl •• to future proceed1nal of the board. 

Thp bo~rd rece •• ed at 1036 hour., 21 June 1969. 

The board reconvened In cioled a ••• lon at 1~1 houri. 21 Jane 1969. 

All perlona connected with the board who were prelent when the board adjourned vere Iglln prelent. 

Lieutenant Comm.nder Richard James Arthur raga Arundel. Royal AUItra11an Navy, VI. recalled by counsel for the board, WI. reminded that he w •• atill under oath, and testified •• follows: 

ElWIINATIOIl BY CCMlSEL FCI!. TIlE BOUD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. LCDR Arundel, this 1.lin i. cloled I ••• lon of the board. The board has aeveral queations it would like to ask in cloaed ae.aion which will be followed by In open aession to develop certain m.tters within your knowledge which are of an uncl ••• ified nature in the opinion of the board •. LeDR Arundel, following t~ collision between EVANS and MELBOURNE, did ,.., in your capacity a. FOCAF Communications Officer, take any action with re.pect to classified and c~to 1Dlltpri.l which might have been recovered either on board the MELBCXJllNE or in that water? A. Yel, lir, I did. 

Q. Would you describe that action plea.e? ._ A. First of all, the signal wa. initiated informing alf·,hiP. to report any cle!ls1f1ed m"terial recovered by the American unita to CetmESll~ '23 and Conmonwealth units to FOCAF under APal. It must have been half In hour after the colliaion that I walked around the flight deck and forecastle area. where I found a certain amount of cla8aifled material. Signals were then .. dp relating to what was found. 

~. What was the relult of the mesaages that vere lent? A. I Rm not aware of what was collected from the American units, but Commonwealth units fO~Arded a certain amount of material under .eal to me. American units forwarded any material fauftd directly to KYES and I was not aware of that. Some m.teri.l was recovered and forw~rded under aeal to me from Commonwealth units including a publication which I .aw a few minuteR ago. Subsequently. the follOWing day. a publication was found on the fluke of the pOTt anchor. This ~.s not cla.alfi~d to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you, either through this procesa of forwarding to you, or by your own search. dl~cover any cryptographic material? 
l\. Yes, sir. The only cryptographic .. terial that I found va. in fact a fragment of 8 a hackle code. 

Q. Was it the aheckle code i~ uae? And where w.. that found? A. It wa. found on the flight deck - aome on the flight deck and some on the f~rca9tle - of KELBOOR1~E • 

Q. And who found tluot? 
A. I dld. 

Q. To your knowledge was any other cryptographic material found by any other units involved in the a.arch? 

for 

A. I can't .naver that. To my knowledge. ~t la, none was found. 

Q. S.ve you Iuod • chance to examine the .~ckle cod. which you recovered? A. Yes, I have, air. 

Q. Bave you eompared it againlt the ahackle eode which, to your knowledge. the period? 
.A. Tel • And it tiea in with the tablo. of the current ahackle code, air. 

Q. And to what date does it tie In? 
A. Days 4, 5, and 7. 

Q. Of vluot month? 
A. The -.onth of June. 

was in effect 

Q. And were those the days which would have been effective for the PX-39 exerciaea? A. They were not effective at thia ti~. 

Q. Were they In the lame vol~ •• wa. effective at the tiIM of thl:t exerclae? A. Yea, they vere. I would like to .. ntion that the fir.t material that wa. located. in fact, wa. put in an envelope. Later I found that one of the lurvivora vas the lagiatered Publications Officer. I found him in - a norm.l .. ntal atate and I gave hi. the .... 10,. - -the firat envelope of cIa.lifted .. teriel found. Subsequently, ... ller amount. of _ tarl.l WIH'e liftn to CDR McClaran of CCJotASW Group CME COIDInd, and alao Captain Moore. 
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Q: Are the frlgment. of tho ohockl. cod. which you hove before you included in the mlteriol which was given to Capt.ln MOore and CDR HeClarln? 
A; ,The materi.l that I have here v •• liven to both, I believe LT Murphy, by ume, and CDR HcClaran. 

Cou~lel for the hoard: Counsel would .,k that thl ... teriel would collectively be identified .~ Exh1btt 56 and admitted into .vldence, subatltutlng • photograph thereof in the pe~nent record . 

EXAMINAn~ BY CCMlSEL Fat Til! BOo\RD (Cont'd) , 
Q\lPstl:"1~8 ~y counsel for the board: 

~: Included in the ~teri.l you have Is • ~tch box. Coul~ you identtfty the ~tch box1 do Wpll. J can Identify it as similar to. match box which I obtained on the f~.tle to !'lC' ',f~ f;rnail tatters of crypto and other .. what appeared to be classifif!d mAterial. 

"I(~ .~.nd did you use this as .. cr.",teiner for the fragments which you found? 
rl: Ye.!O, sir. I did. 

Se~lor ~mb~r: This ~y be admitted, counsel. 

£XAHINATI~ BY COONSEL Fat THE BOAR~ (Cont'd) 
QcP~t!o~s by counse1 for the onard: 

~: U'DR t.rundel, if ynu could answer the.e questions within the cliJls1fication of Confidenti.l ~~ IBk you to do 10. If not, plel.e advile counsel. What i. the security clas,iflcation of the doC'umrnt that advises ships to ,<Ih{ch .ditton of the Ihackle code if; 1n forr.e In the task Crnup? .;.: Confidenttal. It is in fact, Annex GOLF to the· OpOr~.~r, , 
-..,: l:hat is the desigmrtion of the douement to which the ser .. ps werE" compared? S~eurtty cl~~~11icAt{on - what is the iSlue1 

SI'.sp 'l:X 501 J11LIET. 

~: LeDR Arundel, wa!': ther~ any <"ther debris i""l the vicinity of th,. tatteorE"d shackle t""de pages~ 

.\. .; certain amount of what appeared to be - or it was cla,.sified. It appeared to me to b~· t3~te~s fr~1 thp FOCAP OpOrder because of the reproduced printing and also what Ippe~red to b~ to ~ at first ~lp~ce. somethins like ATP-l ALFA. However,I believe ~~ I very cursory examln~tion thi~ morning, it is not 1 ALFA, but posstbly ••• Correction, that'. Volime I 1 .m referri~e to. It cnuld haw. ~een Volume n. It cC'uld have been ATP-). It's. similar sort of page. 
Q: What portion of the page are you referring to? 
;~~ I'm rf'ferrlng to the bottom edges, where the publication 811yS Change Number 2. It lI~pe~rs tn be the standard lort of ATP format. 

~: has any text included in the portions you saw? 
A. 1 believe not enough from, from my examination, to tell me what the publ1cation Has. 
~: ~ere these pages properly lafeguarded? 
A: They were, "'. sir. The two publications which were complete, which I mentioned, one wa~ found on the fluke of the port anchor, and it appelred to be I gunnery system check-off .anual and the other one 1 understand was a TRIG publication fer the Korean Area. 

EXAMINAn~ IIY THE BCII.I\D 

Questions by a member (ADM Stevenlon)~ 

Q: Which publication? 
A: I underwtand it wal a gunnery TRIG publication. 

Counael for the board: Could you speak uP. air? 

LCDR Arundel: I understand it w8s a trigonometric •••• 

LlueRtions by the senior 'llleTftber: 

Q: 1 cannot understand from that word 8lone what kind of information is contained in the publication. 
A: I don't know mys.lf, sir. I WI. advtl.d that wa. what it wa •• 

EXAlnllAn~ BY COONSEL Fat T2I! BCII.I\D (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: Could you identifty any types of debris what were in the vicinity of the recovered shackle code fraament? 
A: Other than the publications which I have .. ntioned, I donlt recall aeeing any unclas~tfied material. I did see a few label. aaaociated with equipaent which were .180 included tn this lmAll collection. 
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/-Q: LCDP. Arundel, let _ back up for JOUrPO". of darification. With re.pact to the Harch 
you .. de on the foreca.tle .nd flisht deck forw.rd could you a.ain, ••• pacifically a. you can at 
thi. ti~, idantifty the it ... which you paraonelly ob.arved and recovorad? A: Ye., .ir. I .. de two tour.. In the firot tour of the fliCht deck .nd foreca.tle I 
found tattaro of what to the suro _ral cnd. - tatter. of po .. ibly ArP - - -

Q: rhot to what ... hove intrnduced in another ."hibit, 10 that correct? A: rhot to corr.ct. A couple of laboh for .... i_nt and a couple of tattera of ~ 
which appear to he". co. fro. one of rcx:u'o OpOrior •• 

Q: Can you id.ntify the .pecific place that' you rocowr.d .ach of the .. ? A: Y •• , on. of the tatter. of the .hockle code va. found on the fli.ht d.ck in the vicinity 
of the vreekaae on the port .ide and the reulnder va. _bedded 1n the wecha. on the foree •• tte, 
generally, with. few f •• t of the point of ~.ct. 

Q: Port or .tarboard? 
A: On the port .ide. I tight add that the •• are very .... 11 frea-nt.. '!'here vere a1.0 

little pieces, like confetti, which were qutte unrecoanlaeable ~ ju.t piecel of confetti which 
were .. lattered around the bulltbe.d •• 

Q: teDR Arundel, you twve before you • nUlllbe.r of fra,-Dt. of docUlllent. plu •• nil. tage or 
• l.bel fram • piece of equipment. no.. that conatltute the thlDe you recovered trOll the 
forecastle and flight deck .. ction, .xcept for the publicatioa. which you returned to the 
cu.todi.n? 

A: Ye., it doe •• 

Coun •• l for the bolrd: At thi. tt., .ir, we would like tho •• id.ntified a. Exhibit 57 and 
admitted into evidence. We will lubatitute • photo&raph for thea in the record. if th.t il 
•• ti.factory. 

Senior "her: Make it 10. 
: 

EXAHIllAnOll BY rm CWIISJlL ria rm BOUIl (Cont'd) Question. by coun •• l for the board? 

Q: You 8110 indic.ted .arlier that la.ething entitled a tIlG table va. recovered - or a 
ratG li.t. I. that correct? 

A: Ye •• air. 

Q; Do I underatand that that va. not recovered from the foreca.tle or flight deck of 
MELBOURNE, but wa. delivered to you by a unit which recovered it in the water. I. that correct? 

A: Yea, that i. correct. It c ..... from CUOPATIA. 
Q:Thenlt you. 

Counsel for the board: Sir, counael have no further queltion. for cla'lified Hlsion. Senior Kember: The board haa no further queIUon.. Let u. a •• ume open hearing. 
Coun.el for the board: Before the board goe. into open .... ion. LeDR Arundel. you are at 

thh time liven the opportunity to add anythinc thot you MUeve to relevant to the board'. 
proceedi .. a of a cta.aified nature which hal not been "rOUlht out by prior questionl. Do you 
Mve nch a atatement? 

tcDR Arundel: I have nothing to add. air, except a cOlllMnt to 1000thing I teatified to 
ta.t night. concerning the detan of a dana! from another group. It occured to .. afterward that 
in fact. it WI' not from the convoy group, but in fact lCIAISAIGI'. group. 1'hi •• ant that 
XEARSABGE'. group wa. apparently On the circuit at that time. I hadn't appreciate thi. point. 
The point w.a that inatead of ju.t taak Group 472.1 and 472.3, which i, the convoy &roup, beins 
on the circuit, a1.0 we had 472.2. I don't know the r.a.on for thia, .ir. I underatoad that 
aft.r br.akina away from the lAS thot 472.2 _ld revert to ito own CCHI Pia", which _. BUVO 
nAY. It'. _r.ly a point clarifytna the olanal. 

Coun.el for the board: Very _11, LCDI. Arundel, we viII take • lbort recea. and then reaume 
in publiC le •• lon. 

The bolrd rec .... d It 1113 hour., 21 June 1969. 
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The, board recOllvened at ll22bourl. 21JUIIII 1969. 

All personl who were present wt.en the bo&rd recealed. were ap.1n present. 

Senior Member: The hearing is now open • 

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing. Anyone who may be a witness In this case should 
withdraw from the room. 

Senior Member: During closed session, with LCDR Arundel, Royal Australian Navy, as witness, the 
board has received classified testimony concerning the following: An expanded translation and analysis 
of the Primary Tactical Circuit logs of Task Group 472.1 for 2-3 June; classified Tactical publications 
in use by Task Force 472; communications quality; and classified debris recovered after the collision. 
Counsel may proceed. 

LCDR Richard James Tagg Arundel, Royal Australian Navy, was recalled by counsel for the board, 
was reminded that he was still under oath and testified as fol1ows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE IIlARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. LCDR Arundel, in your capacity as FOCAF's COJIIDunications Officer for Exercise Sea Spirit, 
did you have the opportunity to observe the .tatus - the quality of communications within that 
exercise group? 

A. Yes, sir. It was DIY responsibility to supervise all communications aspects. 

Q. Have you received any post exercise reports as to cOllDunications quality and procedure? 
A. I have received one or two. There are others which I have not seen, which I am aware have 

been sent to FOCAF. .. 
Q. Are you aware, from your own observation, as to the quality of the cClllllDuoications during 

the period? 
A. I'm well aware, sir, of the quality of coamunications. 

Q. Is there anything that you can say in this unclassified session as to the quality of camnun­
ications'l 

A. From QY observations and from a very close scrutiny of the tactical logs, it's my opinion 
that the tactical voice communications were of a very high standard. I might mention that the ship 
would be responsible for initiating most of the traffic would be the ship of the task group commander, 
task unit commander, which in this case was MELBOURNE. And her signals have been examined very, 
very closely. I find them in perfectly satisfactory procedural order. 

Q. Apart fr~ procedure, were communications satisfactory in your opinion - Communication 
reception? 

A. This aspect has been examined as well. Several logs are very complete and precise and give 
an indication of the amount.af traffic which is on the principal tactical maneuvering circuit. It 
is apparent from this record that the circuit was not overloaded. 

Q. Based on either your general examination, or your detailed examination of the records during 
the exercise, were you able to conclude anything as to EVANS' communications practices and procedures? 

A. There is no indication that there was any deficiency io the EVANS' communications· radio 
communications. In fact, as I previously testified, it was my impression early in the exercise that 
EVANS was a very fine radio communications ship. And I bad nothing to give me any cause for concern 
in that regard. 

Counsel for the board: If the board has no further questions on that aspect of this witness' 
testimony, I would like to proceed in another area with him at this time? 

Senior Member: Please do. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q.. 
3 June, 

A. 

LCDR Arundel, during the period of approximately midnight until the time of collision on 
where were you? 
I was the FQCAF's Duty Staff Officer in the Operation. Room of BMAS MELBOURNE. 

Q. And do you recall, from your own recollection, what the group disposition and course and 
speed were during that period? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you state the disposition in general terms - unclassified? 
A. The screen was displaced ahead of the carrier on the base course - am I allowed to give 

details? 

Q. You may give the base course, the speed and the zigzag plan number. 
A. I was aware that the base course was 220, but MELBOURNE was zigzagging in accordance with 

the prescribed zigzag plan 13 SIERRA. 
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Q. What was the source of that zigzag plan? 
A. The source of this plan was FOCAF's Operation Order. 

Q. Do you recall the base speed of the formatl~n? 
A. I believe the base speed was 18 knots. 

Q. And the zero hour for the zigzag plan? 
A. The zero hour was 2300, local time. 

Q. ...n~: again? 
A. That was the previous night. 

~. Do you recall a signal being sent to EVANS anytime during that period to take rescue destroyer 
station? 

A. Yes. I do remember it well. 

Q. And approximately what time was that? 
A. Approximately 9 or 10 minutes past 3. 

Senior Member: Counsel the question was do you recall a signal telling EVANS to take rescue 
destroyer station. I suggest it be put to the witness again, 80 he may review his answer. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE IIlARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Maybe I can rephrase it by saying, do you recall a signal to EVANS requiring a change of 
station by her? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Do you recall what the signal was? 
A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Will you state it please? 
A. The way in which it was ••• 

Q. Will you state the meaning of the signal? 

.. 

A. The meaning of the signal was, from MELBOURNE as CTU to EVANS, take station - correction -
form column at standard distance in the order MELBOURNE - EVANS. 

Q. And what was that distance? 
A. That distance would be 1000 yards astern of carrier. 

Q. And where were you at the time that this signal was given? 
A. I was sitting beside the Tactical Operator who was copying and recording on a circuit in 

the Operations Roam. 

Q. In the Operations Room? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Did you actually hear the radio message or was it reported to you by the Tactical Operator? 
A. It was reported to me. I asked for a repetition because I wasn't satisfied with the way he 

ha.d described it to me. This is purely a camnunications facet. 

Q. And did the repetition clarify? 
A. His aescription clarified what I required. 

Q. And what circuit did this message ••• 
A. Tactical Primary. 

Q. At that time, what do you recall as to the next event? 
A. 

voice, 
The ne~ event was a, I believe, a call from the bridge, and I believe it W&3 the Captain's 

saying, "Watch EVANS, she appears to be on a steady bearing." 

Q. And how was that call from the bridge received in the Operations Roam? 
A. It was receipted by the Plot Operator in the Operations Room. 

Q. 
Room -

A. 

Maybe ~ question wasn't clear. 
a loud speaker? 

Loudspeaker, yes. 

Over what type of a circuit was it received in the Operations 

Q. Did you recognize the Captain's voice? 
A. Again, this is after the event, but I think it was the Captaints voice. 

Q. Did you take any action at that time upon receiving that message? 
A. Yes. I said to the Pl.ot Operator at the time, "Have you got EVANS?" and his reply was, "Yes, 

I'm watching it." 

Q. 
A. 

EVAIIS, 

And what was the next occurrence as far as you observed? 
The next occurrence was, in fact, & signal. reported to me, 

stating, ''You are on a collision course." 
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Q. Did you receive a report of any signal intervening between the original signal to take 
column and the one stating, "You are on a collsion course? tI 

A •. Yes. There was a signal made from MELBOURNE as CTU to EVANS, giving a course. 

Q. And what was the course that was stated? 
A. The course as stated Was decoded as 260. 

Q. And can you recall the approximate interval between the three signals you have now indicated 
were sent? 

A. I can't give an answer to that, sir. It-was a matter of 1 or 2 minutes. 

Q. And the message you heard from the bridge, which you tentatively identified as being the 
Captain's voice, did that go Over an internal or external circuit? 

A. An internal circuit. 

Q. What action did you take when you heard - when the message to EVANS was reported to you -
''You-are on a collision course?" 

A. Well, my immediate reaction was to look at the radar and to try to establish a picture of the 
screen and EVANS in relation to the course of MELBOURNE. 

Q. Were you able to identify the EVANS on the radar scope? 
A. Yes, I was. 

Q. Can you give a range and bearing to EVANS from MELBOURNE at that time? 
A. ~ell, again this is very difficult, because it is now after the event, but at the time I 

thought it was about 260 and about 2000 yards. 

Q. 260 being a true bearing? 
A. A true bearing. 

.' 

Q. Did you use a bearing cursor and range ring to determine the bearing and range or did you do 
it by eye? 

A. By eye. 

Q. And do you recall the scale the scope was on at that time? 
A. After the event, yes. 

Q. What was the scale? 
A. The scale was 4 miles. 

Q. Going back now to a question of the message received from the Tactical Operator. Am I to 
understand that you asked for clarification in the way he stated the signal because that was incorrect, 
or that the signal as received was incorrect? Could you clarit,y that? 

A. I'm sorry. I didn't mean to infer that the signal was incorrect. As Communications Officer, 
I am in a habit of insisting that the Tactical Operator is explicit in reporting the tactical signals 
on the basis that if they are not exactly right, they are totally wron@. And I wasn't satisfied 
with the way he put it to me. It's as simple as that. 

Q. And it was solely the Tactical Operator hearing the signal whom you were correcting, is that 
correct? The Tactical Operator hearing the signal in the Cps Room and reporting it to you, is that 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It -~s not the Tactical Operator who actually' sent the signal? 
A. No. Not at all. It was merely the fact that the operator had recorded correctly and had 

not described the matter in a prescribed manner. 

Q. And 
pl.ot on the 

A. No. 

going back to your action in looldng at the radar BCope. 
radar BCope? 

I did not. 

Q. By grease penc i1 or other means? 
A. No. I did not. 

Q. Did the plotter make such a mark as to EVANS and MELBOURNE? 

Did you at any time make a 

A. He recorded on the horizontal plot certain positions, because that's his duty. 

Q. By horizontal plot, you mean the LOP? 
A. Yes. That 1s correct. Principally trying to understand the picture and, of course, the 

presentation of the radar paint looked a little strange in that it was pointing directly at the 
ship. This 1s not unusual of course, but I half believed that the ship was a little slow in reacting 
to the signal.. 

Q. By the ship, you mean which ship? 
A. I mean the EVANS. I think to continue this point, as FOCAFts Staff Officer, it is incumbent 

upon me to report a situation as it is developing within a few seconds of observing the situation. 
I then reported directly to the Admiral that EVANS was reported on a collision course takinR u~ her 
station astern of MELBOURNE. 

Q. Did you make that report personally or by telephone? 
A. I made it personally. 
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Q. Where did you have to go to make that report? 
A. To the Admiral' I cabin .. the Admiral' B lea cabin. 

Q. So am I to understand that you were then abient fi"om the Operations Room for a short period 
of time? 

A. Yes. That 1s correct • 

Q. Cou1d you fix, for the board's benefit, by events, the t~ you departed and time you 
returned to the Operations Roam1 

A. I believe, 1n time, it couldn't have been.are than 15 or 20 seconds. 

Q. What do you recall as the last event prior to your leaving the Operations Roam? 
A.. I believe the last event was the signal made by MELBOURNE J as e'l'U, to EVAN'3 that she "as on 

a c011810n course. 

Q. And I believe you atated you followed that by a look at the radar sCOpe? 
A. Yes. 

Q. And you left after doing that, is that oorreot? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Following notit'ying the Admiral, did you return to the Operation. Roan? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 

Q. What was the first event you recall upon your return to the Operations Roan? 
A. I immediately asked, "Where is EVANS?" There was a pause. I asked again and the Plot 

Operator said, "She 1s merging." This confused me a little, as I had seen her on the radar plot 
aome seconds before, at what I thought was about 2000 yards. 

Q. Can you connect any radio messages with your return to the Operations Room? 
A. Yes. Almost immediately the Tactical Operator turned and repor~ed tr.t ME~OURNE was going 

hard left and then almost, what appears in JlI:f mind to be a.lJDost the same breath, said, ".And EVANS 
1B going hard right." And this in faot 1. the way he wrote it down in his log. 

Q. Did he indicate to you which message was received first? 
A. Well, as I said, my memory of it is that he reported MELBOURNE's signal to me first and this 

corresponds 1n fact with the log. This is my memory of the incident. In fact there were other aspects 
when the logs were examained. 

Q. LCDR Arundel, I believe you prepared a statement shortly after the event. Would you like 
to examine that statement? Would it refresh your recollection if you ex&m1ne it at this' ttme? 

A. I believe it might. 

Counsel for the board handed the witness bis statement. 

Q. Have you had. an opportunity to examine the document? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is your recollection refreshed at this tfme? 
A. As well as possible. 

Q. Inviting your attention again to the moment you returned to the Operations Roan, would you 
like to answer again the radio messages that you recall being reported to you at that time? 

A. The Tactical Operator, air, reported same seconds after I returned to the Operations Room, 
"MELBOURNE is going hard left," and again what in my memory appears to be seconds, saying, ''EVANS 
1s going bud right." 

Q. Did he indicate to you whether those messages vere received contemporaneously with his report 
or may have been received while you were gone? 

A. The manner in which he reported them to me, and my memory of the incident, is such that as 
an operator sitting down Wl"iting, he bad htf turned and. he vas making the report, I believe for 
the first time. 

Q. Was he al80 making the report to someone else in addi tioD to you? 
A. Weil, he was speaking his signal to the Operations Roan Officer and myself. 

Q. 
reports 

A. 

So the report was not 
were addressed? 
I believe so, sir. 

solely to you? In other words, there were other people to whom his 

Q. I would like to retrace the steps here a short distance. At this time that you looked at 
the radar for the first time, you indicated that the paint was pointed directly at the ship. Would 
you explain a little more fully exactly how you determined this from the radar paint of EVANS? 
You may UBe the paper and felt tipped pen to draw it if you would like. 

The witness moved to the easel. 

Q. Would you put an ''M'' for MELBOURNE, please? 
A. (The witness did as directed). The screen displaced (sic) and I recall seeing this paint 

which 1s a radar paint - an echo. It appeared to be a slight line that points over this way or 
that way. By this way and that way, it's close range, and I would have expected that if the ship 
were moving that I might have seen a different type of paint. This contused me slightly because 
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I wasn't sure of whether it was in fact still another ship 1n the screen. As the paint vas laying 
like this, and MELB:lURNE's course appeared to be a.lmost directly in line with it ... that caused me to 
mak~ the decision to call the Admiral, because I wasn't happy with the situation. 

COllnsel for the board: Sir, with your permission, we will identify that as Exhibit 58 and 
requests it's admission into evidence. But before it is admitted, LCDR Arundel, was there any 
indication in the echo of EVANS's wake? 

A. Sir, I really didntt have time to examine this detail. 

Q. Was the ship I s beading marker on the .cope turned on or off? 
A. It was off J to fIIY memory. 

Counsel for the boar~: Under those circumstances, sir, we request its admission as Exhibit 58. 

Senior Member: So be it. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Now returning to the time you indicated that you went to call the Admiral, what was the 
route and distance you had to take to reach him? 

A. The Admiral's sea cabin Is some 30 paces aft of the Operations Room on the same deck. 

Q. And when you arrived there, was it necessary to wake the Admiral or was he already awake? 
A. Yes, I knocked on the door, flung it open and be awakened immediately. I reported to him 

as I testified previOUSly, '~VANS is reported on a collision course taking up station astern of 
MELBOURNE. " 

Q. Did he say anything to you? 
A. Yes, he imnediately said, "Oh, 

out. He then went to the Flag Bridge. 
my God," and jumped out of bed iD:mediately and 

I went to the Operations Roam. 

Q. Did you have the opportunity to observe EVANS? 

followed me 

A. I went directly back to the Operations Room and on my right side, as I would have gone in 
the Operations Roam, there Is the open door leading to the Flag Bridge. 

Q. And what field of vision did you have through that door? 
A. I think it Is difficult to answer exactly because. the Flag Bridge is glassed and one could 

see something in the field vision of green 30 to green 150. 

Q. Did you see anything that you thought might be EVANS through that door? 
A. Well, again in picking up the event, I believe I did Bee a shape. I was so interested in 

getting back to the Operations Room and getting the picture again, as reported to the Admiral, that 
I didn't think about this many details. 

Q. Did you see any lights on the ship? 
A. Well, again it's difficult to remember. 

lights, but I cannot make a positive statement. 

Q. Can you describe the shape? 

It was a fleeting gltmpse, but I thought I did see 
I can recognize in my mind its shape t that I s al.l. 

A. We~, I thought I ~ould see an outline, but it is so difficult to describe this, because I 
had no belief that it would be seconds to a co~ision. In fact I felt that EVANS was just a little 
slow to react and this •••• I'm accustomed to observing, with respect, that American ships are a little 
slower to react to tactical signals than Commonwealth ships. This is not a criticism, it 1s just 
something which I have· in my mind as a communicator. And I fully believe that she was about to react. 

Q.. I'm not trying to get you to answer the questions which are not within your knowledge, but 
the board is quite interested in the observations you had. Did you have any impression as to the 
direction the shape you saw was proceeding? 

A. I canlt' give anything concrete. I passed the space which leads onto the FlAg Bridge, and I 
didn't go back there until the moment of the impact. 

Q. And you indicated that you had an impression that there were lights. Can you recall what 
types of lights? 

A. Well, I couldn't answer that, sir. 

Q.. And following that, you did return to the Operations Roam. And a clarl:f'ying question on the 
set-up in the Operations Room. Are there any radio circuits which are on speakers rather than 
headsets in the Operations Room? 

A. Any number of circuits can be put on a loudspeaker. 

Q. Well, on this particular night, was the Primary Tactical Circuit on a speaker? 
A. Yes, but the speaker was turned down. 

Q. Did you hear any transmissions over the Primary Tactical Circuit? 
A. I heard them in a low tone, because the speaker was turned down. 

Q. Were you able to distinguish the message which you heard on them? 
A. No, I didn't in this case. 
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Q. Returning to the point when you entered the Operations Room again, you indicated that the 
Tactical Operator informed you of two signals and that.you were informed that the plots had merged. 
What was the next event that you recall following that? 

A. I went to the radar plot and tried to lee how the situation had developed. I couldn't 
recognize EVANS. I then went to the Tactical Operator and said, "Have you any more signals." He 
was writing furiously and said, "No." Then I went art in the Operations Room to l.?Ok at the plot 
again, because the plot had recently been reestablished. 

Q. By the plot you mean the LOP? 
A. I mean the LOP, yes. And there was not sufficient time there to grasp what was going on. 

Thoughts were occurring to me at that very moment and then there was the impact. 

Q. What did you do at that time? 
A. I realized that the Admiral wasn't in the Operations Room, he was on the Flag Bridge. I 

rushed out to the Flag Bridge and there it was. 

Q. And what did you see? 
A. I saw EVANS' stern Over and what appeared to be a propellor out of the water and steam 

rising from a boi~er which had burst. And then memory of the impact as to B"!nsation, I remember it 
was like a saw going into a log ~ grinding noise followed by a thump. I recognized that what I 
believe to have been the boiler because it sounded just ~ike an exp~osion and I saw the steam rising, 
covering the flight deck and, in fact, it flooded the Flag Bridge and forced me to duck. 

Q. Could you give the board an estimate of the force of the impact as you felt it? 
A. Well, my impression was that we bad bumped and that it was an alongside bump and that it was 

just a simple touch. It was almost as though you were cutting butter ~ a similar sensation. 

Q. Almost as though you were? 
A. Cutting butter. 

Q. Did you continue to observe EVANS? ' 
A. For a second or two. The fromt of the flight deck was shrouded in steam. I didn't realize 

that the bow had been sheared off at this stage and the stern came in very rapidly on the starboard 
side. The Admiral reacted very quickly and very calmly and said, "We must get help immediately," 
which I thought was an admirable summing up of the situation. 

Q. Were you able to make an estimate as to the angle between the two ships at the moment that 
you saw them? 

A. It appeared to me at the moment, I thought, to be a right angle collision. 

Q. You indicated that EVANS rolled on her side. Can you estimate the degree of roll that you 
observed? 

A. I thought it was only about 30 or 40 degrees. 

Q. But you did see the port •••• Was it the port propellor out of the water? 
A. Yes, and the side. There was a lot of light from the steam "and I presume that there was 

still SODle flame from the boiler which was reflected and made the Beene quite ~it up. 

Q. Can you estfmate what portion of EVANS you were seeing ~ the limits of the portion you were 
seeing? 

A. At the moment that I saw the impact it was ~ell down under the prow of the bow, ••• MELBOURNE 1 s 
bow. I fleetingly recognized a funnel, the rest, of course, within seconds, as the stern began to 
came in on the starboard side. 

Q. Did you, at any time, hear any sound signal.s fi'om. either ship? 
A. Yes, I did. On my wq from reporting to the Admiral, on JtJY way back to the Operations Room, 

I heard the two blasts. 

Q. From which ship? 
A. From the MELBOURNE. 

Q. Did you hear any from EVANS? 
A. No, I heard nothing. 

Q. Di1 you hear any of the rudder orders given on board MELBOURNE? 
A. No. I would not have been 1n-a position to hear them unless another speaker had been used 

by error. 

Q. 
that it 

A. 

You indicated that just prior to collision you looked 
had Just been restarted, I believe. Is that correct? 
Yes, that is correct. 

at the LOP, Local Operations Plot, and 

Q. Do you recall how many minutes it had been going at the time of collision? 
A. Only after the event. It was some 6 or 8 minutes. 

Q. LCDR Arundel, with respect to the operation of the Pr1ma.ry Tactical Clrcu~t, is there a 
difference between Commonwealth and U.S. Navy ships as to the persons who speak on the circuitZ 

A. ~ understanding in that there is. The difference is that in Commonwealth Navies, the 
Tactical Operator is a trained sailor. and I understand that in the United states Navy, the custom 
is for an officer only to man the circuit, although it is recorded by a sailor. 
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Q.. And would it normally be in .. if I'll getting out.ide the area of your knowledge, you may say 
so .. in the Commonwealth ships then, it would not be a normal practice for the person who hears a 
message on the Primary Tactical Circuit to actually give a wheel or engine order in response thereto. 
Is that correct? 

A. Could you make that statement again? 

Q. 
the one 

A. 

In Commonwealth ships, then, the person who actually hears the message would not normally be 
who would give a wheel or engine order in response to that. Is that correct? 
In this size .. in this particular force, there would be no possibillty of the Tactical 

Operator g1 ving helm orders. 

Q. But in USN ships, there would be the practice, would there not, that the officer who actually 
heard the message on the radio would be the one to respond by wheel or engine order, 1f such action 
was required? 

A. If he was the Bo~e officer on the bridge, certainly. But my understanding is that there is 
another officer who may be conning the ship as opposed to the second who may be recording tactical 
signals • 

Q. In connection with those last two questions, would it not be normal then, and if it's 
wi thin your knowledge, that the USN officer who had the conn would normally hear a signal on the 
Primary Tactical Circuit? 

A. I believe that he would. To rrry knowledge, .American speakers, which of course we have in 
three DDGs, are very good and I believe that with the bridge that you have, for instance in the 
EVANS - I believe that he probably would hear a1l tactical signals. 

Q. And in view of that situation, do you believe that perhaps your broad genera11zation as to 
the action time may need qualification? 

A. Yes. In qualifying this, I mean that it is probable, the wa:y I Bee it, that in USN units 
the signal would be received and then interpreted by officers who are not trained in interpreting 
communications as rapidly as a trained Tactical Operator. ~lY, they pave to go~o a book or they 
should go to a book and determine the exact meaning of a signal. I think this implies a delay. 

Q. Do I interpret that to mean that a Tactical Operator would not go to a book to interpret a 
message? 

A. No, I don't mean that at all. 
procedures and that he will, by virtue 

I mean that he is much more familiar with the book and with 
of his training as a specialist, give an answer very quickly. 

Q. Are not there certain well know tactical signals which a1l officers who stand watches would 
normally know? 

A. Oh, yes. This is so. 

Q. Going back to the question of the shape you saw while returning from the Admiral's sea cabin, 
could you give a relative bearing at the time you observed that shape? 

A. I believe it was between Green 30 to Green 40. 

Senior Member: I have a question. 

Counsel for the board: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Arundel, are you intimate.ly familiar with the details of the training of Coumonweath 
Tactical Operators? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you intimately familiar with the details of trainig of United Stat~s Officers of the 
Deck? 

A. No, I'm not. 

Counsel for the board: I have no further questions. 

Senior Member: No further questions. 

Counsel for the board: LCDR Arundel, you are privileged at this time to make any further state­
ment covering anything relating to the subject matter of the investigation that you think should be 
& matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out by the previous _ 
questions. D~ you have Buch a statement? 

LCDR Arundel: No, I don't. 

The witness _6 warned, excused, and withdrew from the hearing room.. 

Senior Member: We will recess until 1345. 

The board recessed at l215 hours, 21 June 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 1402 hours, 21 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board, who were present when the board recessed, 
were again present. 

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing and anyone who may expect to 
be called as a witness should withdraw from the room. At this time counsel for 
the board calls Lieutenant (Junior grlde) Covert. 

Lieutenant (junior 9rade) Jefferey W. Covert, U.S. Naval Reserve, WIS called IS 
a witness by counsel for the board, was sw~ and examined as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Covert, you have been called as a witness for this 
investigation, which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision 
of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have 
evidence which may assist the board in its investigation. You are advised that 
the evidence is being received in open session of the board, Ind that disclosure 
of classified information is not authorized during open session. Should the Inswer 
to any question which you are Isked require you to disclose classified informltion, 
you are requested not to Inswer the question, but to Idvise the bOlrd that the 
answer would require you to disclose classified information. In such clses, you 
will later be given In opportunity to testify IS to classified information in 
closed session. If, however, you can Inser the question either in part or in 
general terms without disclosing specific classified details, you should do $0, and 
advise the board of your desire to amplify in liter closed session. Under United 
States law no witness may be compelled to answer Iny question the answer to which 
may tend to incriminate him, and you may refus-e to 'answer any question"'. Do you 
understand what I have read? 

LT Covert: Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you state your name, your grade, Ind your present organization? 
A. Jefferey William Covert, Lieutenant (jg), United States Naval Reserve. I am 

presently attached to USS FRANK E. EVANS (00-754). 

Q. Were you so attached on the early morning of 3 June 1969? 
A. Yes, sir. I was. 

Q. Would you state briefly, for the board, your naval background? 
A. I was commissioned in January 1967 aft~r havin9 attended Purdue University 

going through the NROTC Program. Reported to the EVANS in February 1967. Was 
assigned duty as Electrical Officer for about two months, then went to ten weeks 
school in Damage Control at Trelsure Island. I then reported back on board the 
ship as Damage Control Assistant and in November of 1968 was given the job of Chief 
Engineer. 

Q. And have you held the job of Chief Engineer since that time? 
A. Yes ,sir. I have. 

Q. Would you indicate what type of Witch stlnding experience you have had on 
baird USS EVANS? 

A. As soon as I reported on board, I began standing Junior Officer of the 
Watch or Junior Officer of the Deck under instruction, for ap~roximately three 
weeks. I then stood Junior Officer of the Watch, Junior Officer of the Deck along 
with ..... 

Counsel for the board: Could you speak a little more slowly and a little louder. 

A. My first watch standing was as Junior Officer of the Deck under instruction. 
I then stood some Combat Witches under instruction and then stood both Junior Officer 
of the Deck and CIC Watch Officer Witches. About April of 1968, I started standing 
000 independent. 

Q. Independent steaming? 
A. Yes, sir. And in August, I believe it WIS, 000 in Fleet Operltions. 

Q. That is August 1968? 
A. 1968. Yes, sir. I don't remember the exact month. It was Ifter we had 

come out of the yard and stlrted our fleet operations. 

Q. Have you stood Officer of the Deck watches in Fleet Operations continuously 
since August 1968? 

A. Yes, sir. I stood two weeks of Combat Witch sometime during that period, 
but the rest of them were Officer of the Deck, sir. 

Q. We understlnd that during that period EVANS has been engaged in general 
ASW Carrier Group operations, is that correct as a general stltement as to the type 
of operations? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. 

watch? 
Early in the evening of 2 June 1969, were you assigned to any particular 

A. 

Q. 
A • 

Yes, sir. had the 1800 to 2000 watch as Officer of the Deck. 

Where is that watch stood? 
It is stood on the open bridge. 

Q. During that period what was the situation as regards to disposition, base 
course, base speed, zigza'1jng and like factors? 

A. Say your last again. Please, sir. 

Q. And like factors. 
A. We were in an Anti-Submarine Screen. 

Q. 
A. 

EVERETT 

With what other units? 
When I relieved the watch I believe there was KYES - JAMES E. KYES 
F. LARSON - the only two ships in the formation besides MEL80URNE. 

Q. What was the base course of the formation? 
A. I believe the base course was 220, but I'm not certain. 

Q. Do you recall whether or not the formation was zig2aging? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall the number of the plan? 
A. I'm sure it was Plan 17. 

- and 

Q. What was the source of the plan? From what document was it taken, if you 
recall? 

A. The one I used on the bridge was taken from the OPORDER I believe - if I 
could see one. (Counsel for the board handing the~itness a document). Yes, sir. 

Q. FOCAF OPORDER 1-69; Exhibit l? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what type of activities was the formation engaged during the period of 
your watch? 

A. At the beginning of the watch there was only JAMES E. KYES and the LARSON 
and the EVANS in the screen with MELBOURNE. During the watch BLACKPOOL and CLEOPATRA 
Joined. I don't know what time this was. I just know that it was taking place 
sometime during the watch. The EVANS was ordered to plane guard station twice, I 
believe. On my watch we went once. The first time we returned to station. The 
second time we went to station, I was relieved before we had been told to resume 
our screening station. 

Q. And had you received any prior notification that EVANS was designated as 
rescue destroyer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. By what means had you received that? 
A. We received it over the Primary Tactical Circuit. 

Q. Do you recall who you received it from and about what time? 
A. The best, as I can recall about the time, it was still light. 

Q. Was it while you were on watch? 
A. Yes. It was while I was on watch. 

Q. 
A. 

asking 
to the 

Do you recall from what Commander you received the notification? 
I believe it came from the Task Group Commander through the Screen 

him to designate someone. From the Screen Commander it came to us. 
EVANS. 

Commander, 
It came 

Q. 
thi s? 

A. 
on the 

Do you recall whether the Captain was on the bridge at the time you receiveJ 

I don't believe that he was on the bridge at the time I received it. He was 
bridge very shortly afterwards. 

Q. Did you inform him of the receipt of the message? 
A. Yes, sir. I did not receipt for it on the bridge. Combat receipted for it. 

Q. But you did hear it on the loudspeaker? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Without disclosing the exact text of the message was it a message in plain 
language or was it a message in code? 

A. It was a message in code. 

Q. Was it a message from the signal book? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall whether or not the formation continued its zigzag while you 
took plane guard station? 

A. This is the initial ..... . 
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Q. The initial time. 
A. The initial time, no, sir. To my best recollection they had stopped zigzagging at that time. 

Q. How about the second time? 
A •. The second time I am sure. 

Q. You're sure of what? 
A. That we had stopped zi~zagging. 

Q. Mu questions may have been a little imprecise 1n one area. I understand that the initial 
signal rec~ived by a designated ~lane guard is not to take plane guard station. Could you state 
the nature of the exact signal you received? 

A. It was to assume duties as rescue destrqyer. 

~. And when you received the word, in a specific case, what signal did you receive? 
A. Then we were told to take station astern. 

Q. And from that station? 
A. W€ went to a rescue destroyer station. 

Q. In other words, it was a two-step process. Is that correct? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the first one was a "Formation ONE" followed by a rescue destroyer station. Is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that was the -system used in both cases? 
A. Yes, sir. The only difference was when I first assumed duties as rescue destroyer. 

Q.. No specific action was required at that time ~ "that :was merely al?- informati",!e message? 
A. Yes, sir. There was no time start and no time stop connected with the message. 

Q. What did you understand it meant as to a time period you were designated? 
A. I assumed they were talking about the next flight, • the next flight COurse. The next time 

he flew, he wanted us to take rescue destroyer station. 

Q. Did you attach any significance to it as being an assignment for a longer period of time? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Was there, between the time you received the "Formation ONE" the first time and the time you 
received it the second time, about the time you were being relieved, an intervening signal deSignating 
plane guard again? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you find that there were any particular differenceS in the manner in which you were 
. required to take station astern of the carrier, between MELBOURNE and the practices to which you were 

accustomed with the KEARSARGE? 
A. Yes, sir. The first night that we were with MELBOURNE the situation was very similar to the 

KEARSARGE's situation. He had a ship stationed astern of him or astern of him When he would be on 
his flight course, and we would have to just move up to the plane guard station and when he was 
through with his duties, slide back. We did this the first night with MELBOURNE. From then on, the 
ship had to come up from forward of the carrier around to the MELBOURNE's stern. 

Q. Did this create any difficulty for you as an Officer of the Deck? 
A. No. The only difficulties was that it took us a little longer to get back to station somet~es. 

Q. You mean after completion? 
A. After we had finished completion of our plane guard duties. 

Q. Why was that? 
A. His flight course, the majority of the time, had been near to his base Course. We always 

had to go at a speed greater than he did. If he was going at 22 knots and we were at 25, it would 
take a little while before we got to station. 

Q. Your relative speed was quite small? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Prior to the commencement of exercise Sea Spirit, had you had. an opportunity to fam1larize 
yourself with the tactical pub't1catl=:>ns governing that eXercise'! 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have the oppotunity to read the operation order? 
A. This one (witness indicating Exhibit 1)1 

Q. Yes. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar with a publication or a pamphlet entitled HMAS MELBOURNE Escort Handout? 
A. Yes, sir. 

313 



',~ 

~,~~ 

c 
Q. Did you see it prior to the operation? 
A •. Yes, sir. 

Q. With respect to COIDID.unicatlons during your watch from 18 to 2000, did you experience any 
di fficulties? 

A. We had difficulty OD the first signal - the one to assume duties as rescue destroyer stations. 
I was not able to receipt for it on the bridge. I called the eIe Watch Officer and asked him to 
take ~ guard on that circuIt, which he did. Then I switched my transmitters over to another remote 

,unit up there and had the circuit back up on the bridge, I would say, within a minute. 

Q. Was that the result of any general communications difficulties within the force or solely 
on USS EVANS? 

A. That was a ERANK E. EVANS problem. It was just a bad handset. 

Q. Would you state whether or not there were any difficulties in the transmission or receipt of 
messages within the force during your watch - to your knowledge? 

A. No, sir. We had two task groups working on the same circuit and that could have caused some 
trouble, but it never caused any trouble on my watch. 

Q. In your opinion, was the circuit well controlled? 
A. In my opinion the circuit was too noisy, too many transmissions. 

Q. Did this cause your ship an"difficulties? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Maybe you better amplify a little bit on your previous answer? 
A. Which one, Captain? 

Q. Concerning a little noise on the circuit. 
A. Oh, I meant there were a lot of transmissions~taking.place with ~he transmi~sion from the 

other task groups and our trans~issions, and there were some' transmissions that our carrier group, 
when we were working with the KEARSARGE, that we were not familiar with - had not heard before. 
This didn't cause any trouble except she would give a lot more signals than the KEARSARGE would 
give. The signals were information that I feel was informative. There were an awful lot of signals. 

Q. Did the information that you received help you out? 
A. Yes, sir. I think it helped more than it hindered. 

Q. Where was the Primary Tactical Net controlled during your watch .. within FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. It was on the bridge. 

Q. Who had the job of speaking on the Primary Tactical Circuit? 
A. MY Junior Officer. 

Q. Were you able to hear the transmissions yourself? 
A. Yes, sir. ,~ 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness at this stage, sir. 
The witness will be a witness later as to post-collision matters. We have no questions that we 
anticipate require answering in a classified session. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. ~. Covert, was it your practice to retain the conn yourself throughout you: watch in 
general? 

A. No, sir. Not unless the situation deteriorated to the point that I didn't think the 
J:.t:'lior Officer kne'.-' what he was doing. 

Q. Did you then share the co~n with the Junior Officer of the Deck? Share the t~ during 
your wa~ch with the Junior Officer of the Deck as to who had the conn? 

A. Yes, sir. I think a lot of it depended on what we were doing and who ~he J~ior Officer 
of the Deck was. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
PRITAC 

A. 
watch, 

What is the purpose of giving the conn to the Junior Officer of the Deck? 
For training. 

You stated that the Junior Officer of the Deck had the responsibility of guarding the 
curcuit ro~ EV~~S. Did he retain that responsibility at all times during the watch? 
No, sir. On my particular watch, the one watch we were talking about, the 1800 to 2000 

I remember him having the g~rd. That was not always a hard and fast rule. 

Q. What is the usual practice? 
A. I don't think there was a usual practice. 

Q. Was it clear that someone always had the r€spo~sibility for guarding that circuit? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But on some occasions it would be someone other than the Junior Officer of the Deck? 
A. Yes, sir. Officer of the Deck or Junior Officer of the DeCk. 
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Q. ,Would it depend upon who had the conn at the time? 
A. Yes, sir. I believe it would have. 

Q. Could you describe that? 
A. I donlt feel that the Junior Officer of the Deck could take the conn and the circuits at 

the same time. 

Q,. So that he would have one or the other reaponllbl11 ty? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On your watches? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know whether other Officers of the Deck of EVANS 
A. Yes, sir, I believe they did. I can't say for certain. 

general consensus was the way we were going to run our watches. 

had the same practice? 
We discussed this matter anJ the 
That is the way it was coming off. 

Q. Woul3 you describe the practice in effect on yoar watches for aSKing the Captain to came 
to the bridge? How was that message sent to the Captain if it had been dete~lned that be Ihould 
be asked to come to the bridge? 

A. If I felt the Captain's presence was required on the bridge, I v&ild call htm in his state­
room or in the wardroom Or wherever he happened to be. Explain the Ii tuation to him and if I felt 
he should be on the bridge I would ask him to came to the bridge. Al.so. if he felt the situation 
warranted coming to the bridge, he would come to the bridge. 

Q. What was the practice of keeping the Captain advised of signal. effecting FRANK E. EVANS 
duty assignments or station? 

A. I told him every signal I ever received. The rule was to inform the Captain of any changes 
in formation, any changes that would affect the ship, and any Changes that would affect the position 
of the- ship in formation. ~. : 

Q. You have pointed out that in the rJCAF OPCIIDER there are some zigzag plan diagrams? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are there zigzag rules in that OPORDER? 
A. Not that I can recall. 

Q. What was the effective publication during exercise Sea Spirit for zigzag rules? 
A. I believe that it would have been ATP 3. 

Q. ATP 3, are you certain of that? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you use for reference, if any publication, during your watches on zigzag rales? 
A. The one that I just mentioned, I thought. I am pretty sure that that's the title of it 

'Antisubmarine Evasive Steering'. 

Q. Antisubmarine Evasive Steering? 
A •. Yes, sir. 

Q. D~ yo~ know whether 
A. Now I am confused. 

ATP 3 and ATP 3(A). 

ATP 3(A) was 0:1 board PllANK E. EVANS? 
I did not know that there were two different designations between 

Q. Is it possible tbat the publication that you referred to coul.d have been either ATP 3 or 
ATP 3(A)? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On the bridge of mAn E. EVANS, vas it custcma.ry to have certain classified publications 
available for ready reference? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q,. Was it. customary to inventory these at regular intervals? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At what interval? 
A. The Junior Officer o:!' the Deck would. inventory them on each watch. 

Q. The Junior Officer of the Deck? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On each watch7 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was the Junior Officer of the Deck on your watch? 
A. Lieutenant (jg) Stever. 

Q. Would you spell that please? 
A. S-T-E-V-E-R. 



Q. 
A. 

Did you have ATP l(A), Volume I, on the bridge during your watch? 
Yes, air. 

~. Do you know what change was in effect for Exercise Sea Spirit? 
A. Up to change four. 

Q. Did sunset occur during your 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June? 
A. Y~St sir. It did. 

Q. After sunset, what lighting measure was in effect for screening ships? If you can't give 
me the nomenclature of the lighting measure itself, co~td yoa describe what ships lights were being 
shown by ships 1n the Bcreen? 

A. No, sir. I donlt remember What lighting measure we were ordered into. I believe I r~ember 
it being o~e lighting measure switching back to another sort, two or three times ~ if I remember 
correctly. 

Q. The changes 1n lighting measure t I presume, were dependent upon the progress of flying 
operations? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. Were there any particular lighting measures, in regard to rescue destroyers, that were 
prescribed for screening destroyers when they are in the screen? 

A. Not unless the destroyer went to a certain type of lighting measure. 

Q. Can you describe it? 
A. We had red truck light., d1mmed side lights, d1.llllled red and green running lights. 

Q. Did you in FRANK E. EVA,.,.,S, at any time during your watch, use stern or overtaking light? 
A. That light should have been dimmed. 

Q. WoLlld you say your complete answer again? I!ll give you the question again. 
A. Right, sir. ',. " : 

Q. Did you in FRANK E. EVANS, at any time during your watch on the 1800 to 2000 watch on 
2 June, have occasio:'} to use or ShO'A a stern light or overtatins light? 

A. We used a dimmed stern light. 

Q. On what occasion? 
A. When we were astern of the carrier or in a plane guard station. 

Q. DU you use that. light when you were in position in 't.he screen? 
A. If the carrier was conducting flight operatio:'}s, yes. 

Q. 
flight 

A. 

Were there occasions on the watch that we are speaking about, When he was conducting 
operations, when you were not in rescue destroyer station or astern of him? 

Could you repeat your question, please, Admiral? 

Q. During the 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June, were there occasions when he was conducting flight 
opera~io~s from MELBOURNE while FRANK E. EVANS was not in rescue destroyer station or not astern 
of him? 

A. I believe we used them when we were in our screening station. 

Q. Mr. CO'lert, I am not trying to trick yell. I am trying to get some preCise informatio~. 
Were there occaSions when flying operations were being conducted when FRANK E. EVIk'S Was in the 
Icreen rather than astern or on plane guarj Itatlon~ 

A. No, sir. 

Q. When you were in the screen were there occasions when you used the stern light or overtaking 
light - when that was burning in FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. Yes, Sir, there were times. 

Q. And on those occasions were yoa also sh~w1ng running lights? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the occasions were in the watch we are talking about, the 18 to 20 watch On 2 June? 
A. That's correct. 

Q. Do you recall the time of sunset that night? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Approximately? 
A. The time is confused because we changed times into a different time zone. 

Q. Were the night orders for that night available to you ~uring your watch? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you have instructions on the permissible CPA o~ the carrier? 
A. Never closer than 2,000 yards aCross his ~w. Never approaching forward of his beam below 

2,000 yards. If we were going to stations we were to cross under her stern 1,500 yards. 
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Q.' Was there any specific distance that was prescribed for CPA on the beam of the carrier? 
A. I believe that was always 1,500 yards. I always tried to ~old myself to 2,000 yards. 

Un1ess the tactical situation was such that •••• My own personal rule is 2,000 yards. 

Q. Is that applied to the beam aspect only or to any aspect? 
A. From the beam forward. 

Q. You have stated that the practice of stationing the pl~ne guard destroyer astern of the 
carrier and giving the plane guard destroyer a screen statton astern of the carrier was used in 
80m"" operatio l .;!' of FRANK E. EVA.liS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
Officer 

A. 

And that the practice adopted for part 
of the Deck, any particular trouble? 
No, sir. • 

of the exercise Sea Spirit dij not give you, as an 

Q. 
factors 

A. 

Woul1 you say there is any difference between the two practices as regards other specific 
such as fuel consumption, or safety or any other specific area? 
As far as ruel consumption there was quite a, it wo~d seem to me that it would be more 

economi::al. • 

Q. Which is more economical? 
A. To have the ship stationed astern of the carrier. It would be a quicker method of having a 

rescue destroyer on station. He wouldn't have to go BO far. It wouldn't take him quite as long 
to get there. I.don't think, safety I would think, it might be a little bit safer but-J don't 
think that is a valid point. 

Q. Upon being notified that your ship, FRANK E. EVJL~S, was designated to be the rescue destroyer 
would you state what preparatory actions should be taken? • 

A. Now we are talking about this one particular incident the 18 to '20 watch or in a general 
sense? 

Q. General sense? 
A. We had stationed our pl~ne guard detail •••• 

Q. Consisting of what? 
A. Consisting 0: a watch up on the forecastle, a group of men ready for a ship type rescue; 

also stationing the people in the proximity of the motor whale boat, had the motor whale boat at 
the rail, if they wanted to '.lse the boat type rescue. And as soon as we did get on station we 
woul1 foll~~ the lighting measures set by the carrier, follow his example. 

Q. Woul1 it be .jesirable to notify the engineroom of this assignment? 
A. I 1on't think so. When we went to plane guard destroyer stations the OOO's would usually 

lower superheat to 750 degrees. My night orders to the engineer usually would state that we 
wou.l:i be in plane guard position, and the ship was used to plane guard. The 000 would call 
down. I wouljn't s~~ that it was a rule •. I always did it on my watch ~ tell them that we were 
going to plane guard station. It was not a hard and fast rule. 

Q. You did so because you being Engineering Officer were close to their problems, is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were there other pEople in the ship that you would notify that the ship had been assigned 
rescue destroyer duty or plane guard duty? . 

A. I woulj notifY the Captain. That would be just a regular notification, I did it for any 
other signal. 

Q. How were the various details you have mentioned stationed? By what means dij they receive 
the in~ormation that they were to be stationed? 

A. In daylight hours we passed the word oyer our general announcing system.. They came up on 
sound powered phone circuits talking to the talker on the bridge.. After taps at night we kept 
a messenger and a phone talker on the circuit continuously, and if we went to plane guard station 
he would ~ the messenger - would go down and wake them up or if we had a lot of plane guard duties 
at night and coul~ expect them quite regularly, we WD~d keep the watch up continuously. 

Q. On the night of 2 June was any reference made in your orders as Engineering Officer to the 
Engineering Department concerning rescue destroyer assignment? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Is that, as you said previously, because you believed the assignment was for the next 
flying operation only? 

A. No, I don't think that had any bearing. I just didn't write them 1n there. I had tolj them 
the previous night what the general concept of operations was going to be, what we coul,j be expected 
to do and more or less to be prepared for anything. I didn't feel myself that there was any need 
to. I felt that the watch down there could react if we had to stop, backdown, whatever. The signal 
giving us the duties - I did not take it to be a long term or sho~t term assignment. I took it 
for right now that is where we are going and we'll see what is next. 

Q. Did you mean by that that you did not know o~ any termination time on such assignment? 
A. At that time? 
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Q. Yes. 
Ao. No, sir, I would assume that it would have terminated when they ordered us back to our 

screening station. 

Q. Then subsequently you got another signal which ordered you to go back to astern of the 
carrier? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that 
A. No, sir. 

im~gine we'll go 

was not preceded by another aignal saying assume duty as rescue destroyer? 
I remember telling my relief that we had gone to plane guard twice and I 

again. 

Q. If I understand you correctly, you weren't sure of the termination time o~ this of 
suscep~ibl11ty to this assignment? 

A. No, sir, I wasn't. 

Senior Member: The board has no ~urther questions for this witness at this time. 

Counsel for the board: I have one, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCJl TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. You indicated that when you took the lighting measures prescribed by the carrier when 
in plane guard, you turned on the red and green running llghts, did you also turn on the white 
range lights? 

A. No, sir. We had a red truck light; we had aircraft obstruction lights. 

Q. SO the lights you turned o~ were the red and greed side lights, the red tr~ck lights and 
the overtaking light, is that the total lighting? -

A. Yes, sir, and they were in a dimmed condition. 

Q. All of them except the truck lights? 
A. No, sir. They were bright. I might add that this lighting measure was not set until I 

was astern of the carrier. If she had gone into lighting measure and I was still taking station, 
I would wait until I was on station or astern or past the beam into =y turn. 

EXAMINATION BY TIlE BOARD 

Questions by a member (CAPT Rusk): 

Q. The lighting arrangement which you have just spoken of was dimced side ~ghting. Can you 
activate that only by a master s~itch or do you have to do that in every case? 

A. To go fr~ a bright condition to a dim condition? 

Q. No. From a full navigation lighting indication, from masthead to range light to side 
lights, once you have illuminated those in order to comply with the carrier's requirement on 
lighting measurement, and o~y, as you said, use side lights and stern light, dim or bright, can 
you, at same panel arrangement, continue just that arrangement by on and off switch or do you 
have to go back through the whole lighting arrangement? 

A. No, sir. You have to set them back up again. All the lights are controlled by an 
individual switch. There is a master switch for all running lights - range light, masthead 
light, side lights and stern lights. Induvidually, one can turn off the range light o~ masthead 
light. That is an individual process, light by light. 

Q. Light by light? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. rhen, if you turned off the masthead and range light by their individual switches can you 
then turn off the master on and off and thereby setting up your side lights and stern liVlts on 
and off individually? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: At this time, Mr. Covert, you are privileged to make any other state­
ment covering anything related to the subject matter of the inquiry that YO'J think should be a 
matter of recorj in connectIon therewith, which has not fully been brought out by the previous 
questIoning. At this time I would limit that offer to subjects dealing with pre-collision matters. 
We will call you back later as to post-collision. Do you have anything to state under that 
i~v1tation at this time? 

LTJG COVERT: No, sir, I don't. 

The witness was duly warned, excused and withdrew from the hearing room. 

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess. 

The board recessed at 1456 hours, 21 June 1969. 
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Thp board reconvened in o~n I •• ,ion at 1512 hour., 21 June 1969. 

Al~ .. ric •• connecteci with the board were prelent when the board rece.led were again pre.ent. 

\.ollL1'·eI for the board: n,e board 11 convened in open 1 •• ,10n and caun.el potntl out that if 
thpre ill Itny perlone preaent who know. hlmtelf to be a vi tne -;03 or feela that he may be called .1 • 
witnPI., he 1_ not entitled to be preaent and he Ihould withdraw. 

Lieutenant Gerald W. Dunne, United State. Navy. va. called .1 • witne •• by cOUn.. for the 
o board, wa •• worn and testified .1 follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR TIlE BOARD 

Que.tiona by coun.el for the board: 

Q. Lieutenant Dunne, you have been called ••• witn ••• for thla board of tnY.ltiS.tian which 
is "nquiring into the circumstancea lurrounding the co1li.lon of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVAN'S 
b~caul~ It 11 under.tood that you ~y have evidence that will a •• i.t the board in its inves·i.ation. 
You are adviled that th~ evIdence il being received tn open .e •• ion of the board and that di.clolure 
of cla.sified information 1. not authorized during open •••• ion. Sould the an.ver to any question 
that "'ou ar~ .alted require you to dhclole classified informatton, you are reque.ted nOt to anlwer 
the Queltion but to advile the board that the anlwer would ~~quire you to dilclo.e claa.ilied 
l~formatlor,. In .uch ca.es you will later be giv.n the opportunity to teltify a. to the cla.sified 
information tn clo.ed .el.ton. However, if you can an.wer the qu •• tion either in part or in 
general terma without dilcloling .pacific claa.ifi.d detatl. you .hould do .0 adviling the board of 
your del ire to amplify in later clo.ed •••• ionl. Under United Statel law, nO witne •• may be 

I compelll!d to an.ver any question the anlwer to wich '!I'M!)' te~,d to incri!t1'natc h~~; ~:~~l ;'01.; 'l!\f.!;" r(:<=u c ; 

-f' "-,':" ,- , ,.:~ ,,;1-- .: ~.(· .. lJ )(.\.! sta::,! y,)::: :.,.,,'!. gnde acd pre5C"!'It ·~rBaf'.izatir"r:: 

A. aerald William ~nne, Lieutenant. U.S. Navy. l'SS !'P..A.\1C E. EV.A~~$, 

Q. And were you a.signed to USS fRANK E. EVANS on" 2 an~ 3 .June 1969,? 
A. \"e •• lir. 

Q. How long hIve you been ... igned to 1155 FRANJC E. EVANS? 
A. S1nce May 15th, 1968. 

Q. Would you briefly delcribe for the board your previoul naval experience? 

: 

A. I graduated from the Naval Academy ln JUne of 1964. From there I wal a,signed to the U.S, 
cruller TOPEKA. I was the Radio Divilion Officer on that Ihip and 1 ,toad bridge watches on that 
cruiser. 

Q. In what capacity did you .tand bridge watrhe.? 
A. I wal al 000 after about a year and a half on board there. From there I went to the U.S. 

deltroyer COLLETT aa CotmlUn'cationa Officer. I hId three jobl on that Ihip at various different 
times· ASw Officer, Communications Officer and Navigator. I .tood bridge watches as DOD on the 
COLLETT. From the COLlEI"I 1 went to USS FRANK E. EVANS a. Operation. Officer. 

Q. And have you lerv.d continuou.ly al Operations Officer on USS FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. Ye., Itr. 

Q. When did you firlt qullify al an 000 underw.y for fl.et operations? 
A. ~r,'_' one month before I left the cruiler TOPEKA. in 1966 I believe it W.I. I don It 

~emember the exact month. 

Q. Were you qualified a. Officer of the Deck. Fleet Operationl Underway, in USS COLLETT~ 
A. Y ••• lir. 

Q. And for how long did you Itand luch vatch •• On board that .hip? 
A. For about 18 montha, .ir. 

Q. Have you atood such watch., on FRANK E. EVANS .ince coming on board? 
A. Yel. Itr. 

Q. In addition to you dutiel al a watch officer and Operations Offic.r did yc- alao .~rve •• 
the Senior Watch Officer? 

A. Ye ••• ir. 

Q. What did the dutiel of the office embrace? 
A. I wrote up the officer'l vatch bill for the CO'I and XO'. approval. and I "'.!pey·r; <;--1 

the enlisted watch bill. which ~re written up by another offtcer. 

Q. Did you have any dutlel with re.pect to the training of the Officerl of the Deck and other 
watch Itander.? 

A. 'tel, .ir. 

Q. Would you d.acribe what thol. duti.a vere? 
A. I wal generally in charge of th. officer training under the 00 and XO. 

Q. 
officer 

A. 

How did you carry out tho.e duties of in.truction of the Officers of the ~ck and other 
watch standerl? 

You mean how did an officer become qualified a. Officer of the Deck on the EVANS? 
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Q. What training did you give them al Senior Watch Officer? 
A. We had tactical Ichool. In the wardroom on • reBullr b •• il. Depending on operation., of 

courl., we ulull1y tried to Bet in at t •• at ODe or two • week. 

Q. Who did you ule II In.tructor. for luch training? 
A. Depending on the lubject matter, ulull1y the officer who val nolt familiar vith it on bOlrd. 

I VI. the in. true tor on many occ •• ioal The 00 and the XO were and alia the other officers when ~ 
h.d variOUI topic. that were covered. 

Q. Specificall}' directing YOlWlttention to the exereil. known .1 SEA SPIRIT, vere any tlclieal 
.chool~ or conference. held In preparltion for that exereil.? 

A, YeB. sir. 

Q. Would you describe the nature of thol. ,.,.1onl? 
A. Approximately a tvo hour ses.ion, vith all the officer. on board in the wardroom, va. held 

whf>l; I'/f' werp in Manila. We· overp.d the different operation orders that woule! govern the exercht". 
~c .' i,'!n' t go into ar,y gr(,3t dctili 1. 1 went through each Op Order and pointed out the area. that 1 
thought were important t" the watch .tanders to read and .tudy OVer before they atood' their wBtet:e. 
prior to the exercise. The CO allo inltructed US to be more careful then usual, 1 believe i. the 
way he put it, since we would be operating with .hips of different navie. and that extra caution 
' •• i'OU IJ be required. 

Q. Are you familiar with the pamphlet labeled HArit~e Operating Procedurea? 
A. ~es, 'ir. It's one of the pamphlet. we vent Over. 

Q. Was that covered in the instruction? 
A. Ye., 'ir. Not in great detail, though. 

Q. Are you familiar \Jith a pamphlet labeled HHAS MELBOURNE Escort Hand-out? 
A. Yes, .ir. We had two cop!e. on board. All the officers that were atanding bridge watches 

were required to read it. The enlisted supervisor, in'CIC ~re required·to read i~: and 811 the 
evaluators in CIC. There was a copy on the bridge and in CIC. 

Q. At what time.? 
A. 'ardon me? 

Q. ~en were there copies on the bridge? 
A. At all times after the exercise started. 

Q. Was a copy of rOCAF'a Operation Order and Maritime Operating Procedurel a110 on the bridge? 
A. Yes, 8ir. 

Q. And in ete? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was there a requirement that all watch standing Officer. read theae publicationl prior to 
the commencement of the transit phale of SEA SPIRIT? 

A. All the officers were instructed to read the operation ordera. that'. with the exception 
of the Supply Officer of course. 

Q. Did he stand any watches in CIC or on the bridge? 
A. No, 8ir. 

Q. Directing you attention to the evening of 2 June, were you u.igned a vatch? 
A. Yel, sir. 

Q. What watch was thatl 
A. I was the evaluator in CIC. 

Q. And what do the dutle. of evaluator iDclude? 
A. Overall charge of the cpcrationa in CIC. 

Q. And what period was that watch? 
A. tram 1800 to 2000. It va. a three hour watch that night because of the time ch .... e. 

Q. At the time you ... umed the watch, do you recall the ba.ic dilpo.itlon of the formation 
in which FRANK E. EVAIIS _,? 

A. I believe we were in a three ship Icreen in front of the MELBOURNE, with the ras and 
the !.\ISON. 

Q. And what was the ba.e course and Ipeed if you recall? 
A. I can't .ay. 

Q. Do you recall whether or not the formation va. zi8z&lgtn&? 
A. Yel, lir. It WI' zigzagging. 

Q. Do you recall the number of the plan and from what aource it v .. taken? 
A. I don't recall the number of the plan, IiI', but it vaa from FOCAF'I Op Order 1/69. 

Q. Did the dilpolition Itay the l.-e during the entire vatch? 
A. No, lir. We went to plan guard Itation once, maybe twice. I'm not lure. 
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Q. Prior to BOinr to pl~ guard Itation, had you received any aignal indicating that EVANS wa • 
• ,si"ned a. phne guard? 

A •. 'tel. air. 

Q. Do you recall the nature of the lignal and from whom it w .. received1 
A. 1 believe it w •• from MELBOURNE, .nd the ,1gnal i' out of the ,1gnal book· I believe 

that's classified. 

Q. Yel, donlt give the exact 11gnal. Could you give the aen,e of the lignal? 
A. Aalume duties a. r.'cue de.troyer. air. 

Q. Do you recall whether or not a duration wa, e'tablilhed for that a.lignment? 
A. I donlt believe it was, s1r. 

Q. How d1d you 1nterpret it a. to duration1 
A. 

long he 
Well, 1 assumed, until they al.igned ~one elle. 

wanted U8 to act as re.cue deltroyer that night. 
I didn't really have any idea how 

Q. You inrlicated that at least once durin.a; you watch. and perhapi twice, EVANS took plane 
guard station. What were the exaet .ignall you received for that evolution? 

A. The exact Signals out of the book, lir? 

Q. The meaning of the signal.? 
A. I can't remember .p~cificaily each time. but I can remember the way that it was done mol~ 

of the time. I canlt .ay it wa. done exactly this way thele t~,. he normally would advile u' 
what his flight courte would be and tell u. to ~o to atation .. tern of him to set into a column 
formation and he would give us another ,lgna] that would tell UI to move over. I believe it wal 
220 degrees relative from the carrier. jUlt before he va. goioiag to launch hi. aireraft. 

Q. Do you recall the approximate 
signal. the firat time? 

time that you vere ordered to take Formation ONE - if that 
Vas the 

A. No, IiI". I don't. : 

Q. Do you recall how long you remained either 1n co1U11K1. .. tern of the carrier or in plane 
guard etation during the first event? 

A I would r.~e.s about 15 or 20 minutes. IiI". I'm not aure. 

Q. Do you recall whether the formation continued zigzagging or cea.ed zigzagging during thi' 
period? 

A. We ceased zigzagging during the flight operationl, but right after flight operations we 
commenced zigzagging. 

Q. Wa. ~h.t prior to the time that you had resumed screen 'tation? 
A. Ye., sir. 

Q. That question had an a'.umption built into it. It .. Iumed that you were ordered back to 
Icreen Itation. II that correct. 
A. A. Yea, air. 

Q. 
guard. 

A. 

GOing back to the notification you received that FRANK E. EVANS val "'igned aa plene 
Do you recall over what circuit that va. received? 

I believe it wa' over the Prtmary Tactical Circuit. 

Q. Do you recall who acknowledged the 01",a11 
A. The Officer of the Deck. 

Q. II that normal practice on EVANS for the Primary Tactical Circuit to be handled on the 
bridge? 

.1\. Yes, IiI' • 

Q. Who keeps the log? 
A. Either the COD or the JOOD. 

Q. Ia the log kept in CIC a1,0? 
A. Yea. 'ir. 

Q. Was the Commanding Officer 1n CIC at anyttme during you watch? 
A. I know he wa. on the bridge, but I don't recall Whether he came iato CIC or not, IiI'. 

Q. Does CIC have any duty of notification of the Commanding Officer on evolution!? 
A. Ho, .ir. 

Q. Who doe. that duty fall to? 
A. The Officer of the Deck. 

Q. You were Itanding eIC vatch thh particular night. Wa. that. normal .atch for you or do 
you alternate between there and the bridge? 

A. I alternate, .emetimel. Hr Covert and I Iwitched a few watchel thb time, "'ith t1 e Captain's 
approval. to give Mr. Covert a little more expoaure in CIC. He 11 the Engineering Officer and he 
doesn't let much of an opportunity to operate in CIC. 

Q. And did you stand Officer of the Deck watches on the bridge during exercise SEA SPIRIT? 
A. Yes, s1r. 

Q. ApprOXimately how many? 
A. Two, I bplieve. I a180 stood Officer of the Deck watches during replenisheents. 
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Q. You woro tho apocial a.a dotail Officer of the Deck? 
A. Yel, .lr. 

Q. Between tho time you came .board and the time of SEA span, you hed atoed' a large numbor 
of Officer of the Deck watch •• ? 

A. Yea, lir. 

Q. Had you atood Officer of the Dock watch.a "'ro than CIC? 
A. I would I&y about the _.me number of ttme •• 

Q. You conalder that you are famllt~r With the practlca. of the Office-r of the Deck on FRANK E. 
EVANS a. to ship doctrine and procedurel? 

A. Yes •• ir. 

Q. Could you .tate the practlce ~ .1 to notificatlon of the Captain when the .hip received a 
tactic.l algn.l which affetted it? 

I.. We vere In.tructed to not~.t)' the Captain anytime we chmaed .tatlon. 

Q. How about chang •• of courle and .peed? 
A. Changes of bale courl. and .peed. yea •• ir. 

course or a zigzag plan or .omethlng 11ke that. I 
1 didn't inform the captain every time we changed 

let him know we were &igz&8g1ns: and b ••• courle. 

Q. Wa. that with hi. approval 
A. Yel, lir. 

your not notifying him? 

Q. How about changes in connection with patrolling atation - patrolUng ••• ctor when •• signed 
• Icreen? 

A. No, air. I didn't notify him. I wo~:d b. calling him every five minute •• 

Q. ~a. he aware that you vert\: not caUing him? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Wa. there any other occ •• ions when you would not notify the captain of • change in couree 
and .peed? 

A. If I got an lnmediate execute lignal t I would normally It art my maneuver and heye the .DOD 
or lomebody e18. call the captain. I wouldn't do it in order not (0 be dlltracted while I v •• 
changlr.l course. 

Q. What was the normal proc~~or notifying the captain under thol. clrcum.tances? 
A. You wauld notify him right away. 

Q. How would you do it? 
A. Well, I always know where the captain was. 

tell you where he was gOing· almost always. 
Wh~ever he would leave the bridge, he would 

Q. Suppose you needed the captain there for an emergency litu.tion, how would you let him there? 
A. I would pass the word for him over the IMC. 

Q. Other t:IAn FRANK E. EVANS changing position during yO\rw.tch~ were there other changes in 
the disposition of the formation during your watch? 

A. Yes, air. The BLACKPOOL and the CLEOPATRA rejoined the formation. 

Q. And what station did EVANS take when that oeeu""ecI. 
A. I believe there were three .hips in a cloae acreen ~d two ships 1n an advance Bcreen. we 

were the furehest right ship 1n the cloae Icreen. 

Q. P.ad you been the furthest right .hlp for the ent,·. vatch? 
A. Ye q , air. 

Q. Except when you were ordered to the other Itation? 
A. 'fcs, air. 

Q. In case of changing Itation when thet captain was not on the bridgp~ what waS your procedure 
when the s~nal wai not an immediate execute? 

A. Catl the captain and tell him what the aignal vas and what I planned on doing. 

~. ~at was his practice with respect to coming to the bridge 1n response to luch calls? 
A. A good number of times he would come up, and other times when he was confident that the 

situation was well 1n hand, he WDuld not come to the bridge. In other worda, an eaay change of 
8tation or Ihifting one Itation ... way or aomething. 

Q. Are you aware of any prescribed closest point of approach, CPA,- for approach to • carrier 
within FR,M.;K E. EVAl,\.:i? 

eo 'ies, 6ir. We were always told never to get within 2000 yard, of • carrierk bow under any 
circumstance6. 

Q. How about anproaches at the beam? 
A. A thousand yards. 

Q. You indicated. Hr. Dunne, that the zigzag plan you were following v •• taken from FOCAF's 
Operation Order. I belleve~ 

A. Yes. air. 
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Di~ that operation order, to your knowledle. coneain any doctrine for the application of 

plans? If you would like to review the Op Order we have it. 
I can pretty safely 'ay it did not, Bir. 

you 
!"l. Under those circumstances, if a que.tion of interpretation came UP. to what publicatian would 
turn! 
.\. A,P 3. 

Q. Te your knowledge. was AIP 3 available on the bridge and in eIe durins exere! •• SEA SFIRIT? 
A. We had only one copy. It was in eIC, Itr. 

'1. And can you 8ay certaint) it was ATP 3 and not ATP 3eA)? 

the 
A. ~o. 1 can say ",·tth certainty it was the one we received about three months ago. 
puhllcation, I can remember we had a tactical achool on zigzagging. 

When we go .. 

~. W~S it a brand new publication? 
.-\. Yes t lir. It was. 

Q. When FRANX E. E'.'ANS received a slgna1 to change polition in the formation wa. it normal 
prR~tice for eIC to make recommendations a. to cour •• and speed? 

~\a \'es, sir. 

c,. Did this include occasions when EVANS was in a .creen ahead and was ordered to Formation o;n: 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

little 

Yes, alra 

When you were Officer of the Deck, did you receive lueh recommendationa uniformly? 
There were times when you didn't. You would have to set on CIC to set your information a 

quicker, but most of the time we sot a recommendation. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel h •• no further queation. 0. 

EXA}:!NAT:ON BY MEMBEIlS OF THE BOA1lD 

Questions by the 8enior member: 

Q. ~. Dunne, in connection with tactical achool on ATP 3(A) which you .aid wa. received a few 
months ago, could you visualize in your Ddnd the .ituation at that tactical 8chool and tell me the 
names of the officers who were present? 

A. 1 can't say for certain. Most of the officers were there. Possibly there were people Dr. 
\'af.ch we were at lea when we had it that weren't there, but I can't remember their nameB, 8ir. 

Qa Do you recall whether Mr. Hopson was present? 
A. No. s!r. 

Q. Do you recall whether Hr. Ramsey was present? 
A. No. IiI'. 

Q. 
zagging 

A. 

Do you recall whether that 8ession concern ins ATP 3(A) covered the .ituation under which 
is to be automatically ceased due to receipt or execution of a tactical lignal? 
I can't lay for absolute certainty, 'ir, but I believe it did. 

zig-

Q. Can you .ay what ar~ the principal differences between the new publieation ATP 3(A} and the 
one which preceded itZ It would be nece •• ary to be aware of cla.lificatlan in thil ragard? Jult 
tell me if you think you can tell the prinCipal difference? 

A. As I recall, molt of the rules were the lame. Po •• ibly the plans were different. I can't 
really lay. 

Q. Do you know whether the copy of UP 3eA) that va. u.ed in the Ichoal le.alon had an errata 
change, or an interim change or any pen and Ink chanae of &y kind? 

A. I don't beli~~ it did when ~ had the tactical ~chool, air. It may have come late~. 
""'e had tht> gch.·o! shortly a!tcl" WiI'; re:e~ved the pub. 

Q. Hr. &~nn~, did you ever have occasion to tn.truct the watch officer. in the u.e of 
binoculars, or were you present ~en such instruction wal given to watch officers? 

A. The only thing I can lay ia I in.tructed my .DOD. when I was offoc.r of the deck, but never 
a •• general training •••• ion do I r~ber inltructiona on the uae of binocular •• 

Q. Could you de.crlbe the principal points that you would covel' in you inatruction to the 
Junior Officer of th~ Deck? 

A. Juat make lure you had them let when you c ... up on watch, clean them if they were dirty 
and make lure you alway. had them around your neck. I know lometimes people like to take them 
off becauae they'are heavya 

Qa Mr. ~'nne, did you instruct the officer. in the art of looking through the binoculars 
frequently. Aa the matter .tand. now, Mra Dunne. the record !ndicatel that you were limply 
concerned with the officer. having them around their neck. Surely you were .lso concerned with 
them having them arounll their neck for the purpo.e of using them? 

A. Yel, IiI'. certainly. I alway. told them to keep their eyel out in front and ule then!. 
That'. what they are there for. 
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Q. During any of your Officer of the Deck watches. did LXJG Ramsey stand with you on the bridge. 
A. I believe he did in 'one or two Dec •• ionl. 

Q. Have you Itood watchea with LTX Hoplon7 
A. Yee, air. 

Q. While you were in eIC on the evening of 2 June. va. the lurf.c ••• arch radar operating 
normall,.? 

A. Yea, lir 

Q. Did you observe any problem with the true b •• rina input to the .~rf.ce I.areh radar? 
A. No, lir. 1 didn't. 

Q. Could you delcribe thr procedures for qualifying Officerl of the Deck in FRANK E. EVAN51 
A. Whenever. new officer would come aboard, firlt, we would give him the COMCRUDESPAC aeneral 

information cour... We tried to aet a le •• on out of each man every two weeki. Again deper..,b,s on 
how busy we were as to our op~ratlon.l commitment., we would have him atand JOOD watchea. W. had 
• FRANK E. EVANS Instruction with required reading material on it and practical factora for th.l£ 
people to get checked off. And of ca.rse the main thing vas when the captain .ained enough 
confidence in the men to let him Itand a watch. 

Q. Was it ,art of your duty ar Senior Watch Officer to eupervile this training? 
A. Yes,lir. 

Q. Prior to qualification, wa. it npected of you, that you would submit a recoanendation 
concerning the readiness of a given individual as to his qualification? 

A. Not exactly a reccmm.endation. When somebody Val ready and the captain badn ' t -..ntioned 
"it' to IDe before I would a8k the captain what he tlink. about thll man .tanding vatch ••• 

Q. Suppose you. vere .tClding vatches .1 Officer of the Deck and the hand let on your Primary 
Tactical Circuit vas luddenly noticed to be defective ~~ you had an incoming lignal to receipt 
for. what would you do? ' 

A. Call CIC. We have a ten channel transmitter in combat you can dial the •••• You can .et 
t.n frequencies in it ahead of time, and you normally bave the Prtmary Tactical Circuit In one of 
thea. chmneb. I would call CIC and tell them to dial it in md roger for the lignal. 

Q. 
A. 

bridge. 

Do you recall this happening luring the 1800 to 2000 watch on 2 June? 
Yes t sir. MELBO~~! lave UI a lisnal md something happened to the transmitter on the 

I dialed it in in eIe and rogered for it from CIC and told the bridge that I had done 10. 

Q. Oid something happen to the transmitter? 
A. I'm not really lure what happened. The COD called down to radio and got it straightened 

out shortly after that. I don't know what the nature of the problem vas. 

~. uo you recall what the lignal vas? 
A. No, Sir. 

Q. Does CIC keep a plot of Ihips in company on the plotting head on the lurface radar Icope? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Does the bridge keep a plot? 
A. I alway. do, sir. I'm fairly lure molt of them do. We have a surface Itatul board where 

we always kept the formation plot on there - the pre.ent di.posit~~ of the Ihips. 

Senior Member: The board has no further queltionl. 

EXAIIINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions bi counlel for the board: 

Q. Mr. Di.mne, during my earlier examination, I •• It you if eIC made racoamendationl .. to courses 
and apeeds for change. of station and you indicated they did1 

A. les, sir. 

Q. Was it normal to track the path of the ship en route to a new Itation and to make recommendations . 
as to courl •• anj .peeds? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
1£ you 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Was that yo~~ practice while in etC? 
Yes, lir. 

Was that the practice you enforced While you vere OOD? 
Yea, lir. 

As to al.lgn~t of plane guard, what did you P,,1 on to your relief .. ~o plane guard assignment, 
can recall? 

I believe I told him that we had gone to plane guard twice and expected to 80 again. 

Did you do thi. on the basil of having gone twice or on the baa is of a .igna1 received earlier? 
On the balis of the ract that we had gone twice. 
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Coun.el for the board: W. have no further qu •• tion. 

,."ior MnlbeT: Do you espect to have a claa.ifled •••• lon? 

caun.el for the board W. ball. ftC) epeeific ", •• tlCID.. Do you bave information that you 
f •• l ahould b. h •• rd ln • cl ... lfied .... lon1 

Witne •• : No, lir. 

Coun.el for the hoard: Hr. Dunne, .. 1 .ald .•• rlier, the board would like to con..ider the.e 
JToceedingl 1ft twc ph •••• at thl1 point. It haa baen •• ktng queltion. concernina preeollilion 
and with respect to thole matters you are inform.d that you are privileged to .ake any further 
st~te~nt covering anything related to the ,ubject mattlr of the inve.ttgltion that you think 
should be a matter of record in connection therewith which ha. not been fully brouaht out by the 
previOUS questions. Do you have anything to add? 

Witness: No, sir. 

The witness wal duly warned concerning hil te.t~y and withdraw from the board roOQ. 

Senior Member: We will have. ten _{DDta rac •••• 

The board reca.led at 1555, 21 .lune 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 1610 houri, 21 JUDI 1969. 

AII·member. connected with the bOlrd who w.re prelent at the time of reee •• vere again pre.ent. 

Quartermaster Seaman Darrell L. JONES, U. S. Navy we, called .1 • witne •• by counle! for the 
bo~rd, w.s duly .worn and te.tiffed .1 followa: 

EXAIIIllAnlJl BY COIJIISIL 1'111 TIE BOI.IlD 

Que~tlons by caun.el for the board (CDa ct ••• ): 

~. You have been called IS 8 wttnrss for the board of lnvestigation which 11 inquirtng into 
thp circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, becaule 
it is understood that you have evidence whicm ~y I.siat the board. Under United States Law, no 
"'ltne!,q; may be compelled to answer any question, the Inver to which may tend to incriminate hill 
And ),ou may refus. to answer any 8uch que.tions. Do you under.tand that? 

A. Yt'!I, lir. I do. 

Q. Yilt you state your full name, rate and organization? 
I.. Darren Lynn Jone., I', USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

~. And h~J long have you been in the U. S. Navy? 
A. Two and one half years, air. 

Q. And how long have you been on board USS FRANK E. EVAIIS7 
A. 2 years and 3 months. 

Q. And on the night of 2 - 3 June, did you stand .atch in USS EVANS? 
A. Yes, air. I did. 

~. When did that watch begin and end? 
A. It began on the 2nd June, 2200, and ended on 3rd June, 0300. 

Q. And what duties did you perform during that period of time? 

: 

n. I was Quartermaster of the Watch and I wrote in the Quarte~8ter'. Log course chsnges 
l':"Id spE"ed changes. I t,)ok the weather and every hour 1 went down to the chart house Ind took 
a lornn ~ix. 

~. By whom ~re you relieved at 0300 on the morning of 3rd June? 
A. QN:J Gary Vigue. 

Q. And did he .-rvive the collision? 
A. No, sir •. He didn't. 

Q. During the period you ~~re on watch. do you recall what WI. the baae cour.e of the 
fo~tion or not7 

A. No, air. I do not. 

Q. Do you recall ~hether the foraatlon WI. zigzagging? 
A. Yes, sir. It was. 

Q. Was it doing that continuously or were these occasional interruptions? 
A. The best I remember ~ were continuoully zigzagging. 

Q. And In addition to zfgzagging, waa EVANS alao patrolling its sector? 
A. Yes, sir. It was. 

Q. What was the base speed of the formation, do you remember that? 
A. Yes, sir. 18 knots. 

Q. And at what sp~e~ was EVANS patrollins her .ector? 
A. I ean't remembP.r ~hat, sir. 

,. 
A. 

~AS it h1~her or kept down to the 181 
I couldn't say for sure, It could have been a little highrr. 

• 

Q. During your period on wateh do yeu recall that EVANS changed station? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. In partieular. do you recall whether EVANS went to .tation aa reScue destroy~r? 
A. Mo. sir. I can't recall while I vas on watch. 

Q. Can you recall where MELBOURNE was during your period on ~tch, in relation to EVANS? 
A. Yes, .ir. When I was relieved at 0300, the l.at time I saw MElBOURNE W8a Ibout 2 miles 

off our port quarter. 

Q. W~8 there anything eIRe that you noticed at that time vhen you were relieved? 
A. No, sir. Nothing that I can think of lir. 

Q. Did you observe when you were reUeved whether there vere any lights shOWing In HEI.BOURNE? 
A. No, .ir. I couldn't remember. 
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Q. ,Did you oba.rve when ,ou were relieved whether any l£aht. were lhowinB in I~NS7 A. No, air. We had darken ,hip when I we. relieved. Durina my watch, we changed our lighting measures leverat time., from dim light - dim nlvlSltion.l light' to darken ship, off and on. 

Q. In what circumstances '~r. ynu showing dim navlg.tionat light,? A. I cannot remember. jUllt whenever HELBOOI.NE dinned hera, I believe. 

Q. And you donlt remember what operation. we're being performed when MELBOORNE dlaaed her lithts and you followed lutt? 
A. No, sir. 

~. eRn you tell UI what obeerv.tions you made during your period on watch of th~ weathrr1 A. The sea was calm. TherE' were just small swella. Maybe three feet- were It. high liS they '''(''re. lL'lrdly any wives at ,11. The sky WI" clear. maybe a few Itratus clouds, but that's all. Thp temperature was about 85 degrees I believe. Sea water,temperature Wa. 76. I can't remember which direction the swell. were coming ftom, aame for the wind, I wouldn't be able to tell ynu that eit~\(·r. 

Q. Well, you've done pretty well. Can you tell ua about conditions of visibility? A. You could aee real good, I'd .ay ten miles. 

Q. Is that with binoculars or not? 
A. With binoculars. 

~. And did you have any difficulty with binoculars in determining the aspect ~f ships in conpany1 
A. Arp you a.king me myself or for the rest of the people? 

Q. You, yourself when you looked. 
A. No, sir. I didn't air. 

Q. 

: 

regards 
A. 

we would 

If you received a Bignal 1n the form "execute to follow". what was the procedure 88 cRlling the Captain, if it invnlved a change of station? 
The Officer of the Deck would ring the Captain's Sea Cabin and tell him the course that be using to go to our station and what our new station would be. 

Q. Did you at any time during your period on watch aee MELBOURNE -.ke any visual aignals? A. No, air. Not that I can remember • 

Q. During the period you were on watch, how often did you obaerve HELrOURNE and w~re she wa~ in relation t~ EVANS? 
A. I'd say maybe every 30 minutes I'd see MELBOURNE. The Quartermaster has to keep thp lor. up, you kncn.', every course change and everything and we were changing course 80 much that nizht that I had to stay on the log most of the time. I didn't bave a chance to lee her since ahe was back aft or to the side of ua and I couldn't see hrr all the time. 

Q. you law her on the average of every 30 minutea, what was her bearing 
A. 

On theae OCCAsions when 
usually from EVANS? 
The best I can remember it vaa relative from UI, it wa. 270 or 180. 

Q. What waS the range at which you ulua11y law her? 
A. About 3000 yards. sir. 

Q. I think you have already told me that you didnlt aee any lightR on MELBOURNE on any of the-se oC8,lion,. 

the 

A. Not that I can remember. She may have had lome tight. on, sir, but I can't remember. 
Q. On these occasions when you •• w her, how clearly could you do thi.? A. I could lee her clear. I could tell it wa. a carrier. 

Q. Could you lee clearly enough to determine in which direction she w •• heading? A. Yel. air. 

Q. During your period on watch wa. the Captain called at any time within your knowledge? A. I couldn't aay for lure. 

4· 
A. 

Q. 
tvo 
A. 

Can you recall what officers were on vatch on the bridge during your period on watch. Yes, air. From ~dnight till 0300 it vas LTJG aamsey and LTJG Hop.on. 
And during the three houra that you shared the watch ~th thole two officers, which of had the conn most of the time? 
Mr. 1Ia .... y had the conn .11 the w.y up Ull uy 0200 ond then Mr. __ took it. 

Q. And from 0200 until you were relieved, what val the polition a. regard~ to the conn? A. Hr. Hopson had the conn at that time, sir. 

Q. When Mr. Hop.on had the conn were you able to ob.erve who va. _nnina: the Primary Tactic.l Circuit? 
A. No, lir. I couldn't r .... ber. 
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Q. When Hr. Hopaon hed the conn can you r.call ..... t Hr ...... y .... doing? 
A .. 110 .... on the acope watching the atation and aho loi .. out on the wing looking at the 

oth.r ehip., IClnning the other ,hip. and trying- to keep Itation on everyhody 81lt and on the 
cnrrler. That wa. the • .me thing Mr. Hoplon val dOing 8110, lir. They ~re both trying to keep 
station on the carrier. 

~. You mean at 0200 they changed rolea and vb.t one had been dolna before the other did and 
vicf' vpr[l:;81 

A. W.ll, until 0200 I reaomb.r that Hr. Boplon .. 1 on the ract!cal Circuit. After 0200 I 
cannot '.7 for lure who WI. on the circuit. I reD.aber that Mr. Hoplon had the conn around 0200 • 
lir. They were both going out and looking at the carrier and taking bearings through the pelorul 
Bnd ~l~o Roing to the radar repeater and getting the disCancel and bearings On that 1110, then 
working it out on the maneuvering boards. 

Q. Can you remember on what scale the radar repeater vas let? 
A. No, sir. I don't look at thnt repeater. It would be in close, but t couldn't tell you ".w close, within 101ll.11es I'm 8"!re. 

Q. During your period on - woll during the period from midnight to 0300 do you recall if 
mllny messages were received over the Primary Tactical Circuit? 

A. No, sir. I couldn't remember. 

Q. 
shackle 

A. 

Can you remember whether any messagel received had to be decoded •• to call lign. ~r 
codel or thingl of that kind? 

No, .ir. I couldn't tell you for lure. I kIt.va there were. c_ouple. 

Q. Do you r~collect who it wa' who did the decoding when the need arose? 
A. Well, when they did that both officers WDuld work on them together on the open bridgf!. 

Uaually the officer who had the Tactical Circuit would york on it and .110 CIC would ,end it out 
over the phone. 

Q. Do you recall whether the officer who had the Primary Tactical Circuit would consult with 
the officer who had the conn about " ••• gel thet had to be decoded? 

A. Ye,:; •• ir. 

Q. Was that the invariable practice or not? 
A. Well, the Officer of the Deck would usu.lly bre.k it .. the conning officer would ulually 

br.~k it. He would usually be the junior officer. He would be the one with the ractical Circuit 
and when they got it, they would both look it up to make .ure that they .. zoe breaking it .. they 
}<loth checked each other. They would get the answer frOID CIC .1ao. 

Q. How did CIC give the answer to them? 
A. Over sound powered phones sir. 

Q. Were there any communication difficulti.s experienced on the Primary T.ctical Circuit 
~hl1e you were on w.tch~ 

A. No, sir a Not while I was on watch, .ira 

Q. 
.nd the 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q . 

•• 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

went to 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

I want to a.k you about red lights near the .tarboard doorway between the bridge wing 
pilot hou.e. Do you understand the position of which I am asking? 
You mean the wing? 

Rear the starboard doorway, between the bridge wing .nd the pilot boul.? 
The port running light would be the only one I know of. 

That', the only light in that particular vicinity. 1, it? 
Y •• , air. 

"'" Can you tell u. whether that light w •••• t any ~i .. during your time on watch? 
Yes, sir. It was. 

In what circumstances was it burning? 
Well it was burning - the dim navisational li.ht. 

normal uv1.gat1onal lights with full brightness. 

When were they brought to full brightnes'? 
I wouldn't be .ble to tell you what time it wa'. 

\:',;i~ ware .t that time and a'an we 

Do you aay that there va. a light .i=~\ber. an the ti_, either dimly or brightly? 
Ob, no sir. Not all the time. 

Q. Are you able to give us any help .s to when it was made dim and when it was made bright 
and for what rea.ons? 

A. No. sir. I wouldn't be able to tell you what ti __ , but the r •• lon we made it dim or 
bri5ht and turn them off was because we were following the MELBOURNE and the rest of the screen. 

Q. You followed their eX8lllple? 
A. Yel. 

Q. Rave you any recollection •• to what proportion of the tt.e you were on watch that light 
would have been burning in one form or another? 

Aa No, lir. 1 couldn't .ay. 
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Q. There ..... U&ht, .... the..., "ot, en the c ..... t tableT 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. What color vas that? 
A •. Red. 

Q. Could it bee leen from the starboard wing of the bridge? If it va. on7 
A. You might he able to from the starboard ving. but no further than that hardly at Ill. 

Q. 
A • 

Q. . \. 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

It wouldn't be visible outboard? 
No, Ilr. It' •• very dim light. 

Woo it • direction.l light? 
No, .tr. Just. light for the charts 10 we could lee the plota • 

Woo lt .haded? 
Yes, .ir. 

w •• it 8enerally kept on or only put on when uled? 
Te~ •• ir. It wal kept on .11 night. 

Q. 
A. 

I want to .~k you about the location of the PRITAC Speaker. you understand? 
Va!!, lir. I do. 

Q. l~'"s it on the open bridcp. or in the pUot baua.? 
A. The open bridge. 

Q. And where was it on the open bridge? The forward part of thp. aftar part? 
:~. The bulkhead separaUng the pilot houle from the oridge, it wal on here. 

Q. Port or stnrhoard side? . 
.\. I couldn't be able to tell you that. We have one ,m' each aide 

~lfferrnt circuit and I don't know wiich circuit they had at that time. 
and I dtm't '. on~ls 8 

Q. When it turned UP. ~re you able to hear thP messages being broadcast. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And walll it turned up that night so that you could hear? 
A. Yes, sir. 

~. Do you remember hearing any me.sages passed thet ntght? 
A. NC', sir. ! could1'l't uy for sure that I do remember. 

<:.!. You rE'collect hot" the s"tftches were arranged o,n the navigational lighting panel? 
A. At 03001 

~. During your wAtch. The way they were worked? 
A. The way I had them ~~rked wa, when we went to dim navigational lights I only had to 

thro, ... the dinner switch lind leave thl! II\8ster awitch on for 811 the lights. For Darken Ship all 
I did was tur~ the m8ster switch off on the lighting panel and it turnR off all the lights. 

Q. You mean by that certain individual .witches were left on~ll the time· left switched 
A. Yea, air. All the light switches were left turned on, Ii e the atern light, the mast 

light. rRnge light and port and starboarding Itde running lightl. hey were alway. left on. 

Q. Left on? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. If you awitched off the malter lwitch, there vere no lilhtl left burning? 
A. Yea, sir. That'a right. 

Q. Now if you vanted to .witch lome of them on only, what procedures did you follow? 
A. Well. I just turned on the maater .witch and flipped off the lights I wanted off. 

Q. And at that Itage did you have the selected lights turned on dim or brll~'? 
A. You mean 0300. sir? 

Q. No, no, I'm lorry. If you wanted to lelect lome of the lights and bring them on in the 
dim po~ltinn. Row would you do that? 

A. Well, JUlt like if I wanted to turn on my port and .tarboard running light I just flIp 
it on the on position and have my master switch on and if I wanted them dim r just awitC'h('o them 
on dim allo. 

Q. How many positions are there with the dimming awitch? 
A. There are bright and dim only, Itr. 

Q. If you had your individual .witchel left on all the time. did you switch off the ones 
that ynu didn't want ftrlt or before you I~tched on the maater awitch or did you .witch on the 
~.ter .witch first and awitch off the ones that you didn't want? 

on? 

A. I had the maater awitch off and which ever ones I wanted on I would turn them on and then 
turn the master back on. 

329 



• 

• 

(
:'~;;; ... 
,"". ',' 

'. - - :'~-

.-.,.- -,?j1 
, --~\~~, 

Q. Where v •• the .witcb for the red truck Ulhto? 
A. 'It wa. right below the other panel. The one vfth the ltern tights, port and .tarboard 

running l1abts, right below them. 

Q. w •• it a110 controlled by the ••• ter IIW1tch or ••• it independent of ttl 
A. No, it was controlled by another maeter .witch. There were two different panels right 

cherI'. 

ynu 
Q. When you h.d 

have burning? 
A. Well, we had 

your navisational lights turned on, whether dim or bright, which ones did 

the range light, malt head, .tem Iilht, port and atarboard running lights. 

~. Was there any time when you had the 
di-nly or brightly without the r8nge and _at 

A. No, sir. Not that I can remember. 

running light. and the overtaking lights burning 
head light? 

~. So the five of them were always on or off, d~ly or brightly, together? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you were relieved from watch at 0300, did you report to the officer of the deck? 
A. No, air. 

~. Is it your usual practice to do 10 or not? 
A. No, lir. It iln't. 

Q. Did you observe nonetheles. which of the two officers appeared to have the conn vhen 
you were relieved at 0300? 

A. Hr. Hopson, lir. 

~. Do you recollect what Mr. Ramsey wa. doing at that pOint of time?' 
A. No, sir, I don't. 

~. To whom do you .. ke your report that the Quarte~ster of the Watch has been relieved? 
A. We did not report to anybody that we were being relieved. The other Quartermaster, we 

tp11 him everything that haa be~n happening, the course changes and what all has been done and 
everything that haF: to be done on the next watch. II! ju.t takes it from there. 

Q. And when you are assuming watch, to whom do you report? 
A. We don't report to anyone, sir. 

Q. So both on leaVing and coming on watch you deal with the man who takes your plnce or 
<r,.;hose place you are taking? 

A. That's right/sir. 

Q. And i. that the practice that normally prevailed in USS EVANS? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where were you when the collision occurred? 
A. I was in my rack. sir. 

~. And how were you affected by the collision? 
A. I WAS knocked aero •• the compartment. 

Q. What did you do? 
A. I got up and put my pant. on and ... rted for my GQ atation. 

Q. ADd where was that? 
A. On the bridge, I'm the helmsman. 

Q. How did you go - what was the route from your compartment to your GQ atatton? 
A. Well I went up the inner passageway. the inner pass.geway of the ahip. 

Q. Where were you, which compartment? 
A. OC compartment, it's back aft. 

Q. How far is it from the atern? 
A. I'd 8ay maybe 20 yards. 

Q. You came up • ladder did you? How many decks were you down? 
A. One deck. 

~. And wh~re did thp ladder bring you out? 
A. The passageway by the ships atore and the barber .h~p. back aft by the pOlt office. 

Q. And when you got on deck what did you ob •• rve? 
A. Everybody waa cOlDlng up out of the cOlipartment .ad going to their GQ stationl. I atarted 

up the passageway and I got up to about the after englne room, log room right there when a men 
.aid it w •• blocked off up there. So, I turned around and Itarted going back t~ other way. I 
was going to find another route to the bridge. I opened the port hatch, 101ng out the main deck. 
the last hatch aft, I vent out on the main deck and I aaw the carrier there. That vas the f:l.rlt 
tlme I knew what had happened. 
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Q. What did you ••• when you looked forward? 
A •. t didn't go far enough forward to I •• anythina. he .. 1d it v •• blocked off up there and 

I didn't know exactly what be .ant. 1 thought .. ybe _n vere •• tUna atuff out or lomethlna, I 
didn't know. 1 jUlt wanted to get up to the brtdae .1 f •• t .1 I could, you know, I knew aometbing 

• waa wrong and 1 knew I h8d to let to the bridle. 

• 

Q. Did you notice what had happened to the bow oection of the deotroyor? Could you lee that? 
A. Mo, lir. I didn't lee that at .11 

Q. WheTe WI. the carrier when you .aw her 1'; nlation to the aft aection'l 
A. The beat I remember, her .. when I looked out the port hatch, bel' bow WI' rllht into our 

.lde there. 

Q. Well. did you eventually find your wlY onto the fantatl? 
A. Yel. 11r. When I opened up the hatch .ft 1 .but it II loon .1 I •• w wb.t happenp.d. 

Therr were thinSI falling and I didn't want to .et hit by that. I went through the p •••• S.w.y 
to the starboard hatch and I opened it up and I .aw people back on the fantail. We Itarted 
helping people that were injured back on the fantail at that tiae. We tried to find 11fe jackets 
and att for everybody. 

Q. How IUny people vere gathered on the fantail when 70U anived there? 
A. I'd lay maybe 30 people when I .rrived. 

Q. Who wa, in charge of activiti •• there? 
A. The •• nior officer, Lieutenant Dunne. 

Q. And what directions did he sive to the people_there? 
A. After he found out what h8ppened, he told everybody ·co kind of apread out on the fantail 

so it wouldn't p1lt too much weight on one spot. We tried to get Ufe jackets for everybody and 
take care of the injured. At the lame time he wa. trying to aet people up on the clrrier. 

Q. Were there many injured peraonl there? 
A. Yea, air. I'd .ay a few, maybe 10. 

~. Did you lee what was done for them? 
A. Ye., .1r. They vere being taken up on the port Ilde to the carrier. 

Q. How were they brought up on the deck of the carrier? 
A. Well, I believe lome were taken in stretchers and the others were climbing up by npts 

or hdders. 

Q. During thi. time did you con.ider th~t the efforts were well directed? 
A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Was there any panic or did people maintain control of themselves? 
A. No, sir, there was not any panic at all. 

Q. Did you obaerve any particular actl 
A. No, sir. Not any particular act •• 

as they cO"Jld. 

of heroism yourle1f? 
I believe everybody JUlt helped everybody •• much 

Q. Row long wa. it before you were b'rought up or-managed to get up on the MELBOURNE deck? 
A. I'd lay about 20 minutel. 

Q. By that time were there any people left on the fantail? 
A. Yel. IiI'. lid I.y .bout 10 people. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Seaman Jones. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Cla.s): The counlel has no further question. of this witnels. 

You are informed that you hive an opportunity now to .. ke I further atltement r.l~ting to 
events before the collidon or after. If you thLnk there il something that ha~ not already been 
brought out by que~tioning. is there anything you wilh to add? 

A. No, lir. 

The wftness w •• duly warned eoncerning his testimony Ind withdrew from the board room. 

Seaman Apprentice ~rtin W. Vanvingen. U. S. N.vy val called a. a witness by coun.el for 
the board. was duly Iworn and te.tified a9 follows: 

IXAMlNATlOll BY CQJIISEL rca THE BCWID 

Que~tions by counsel for the baIrd (CDR CI ••• ): 

Q. Sea~n Apprentice Vanwingen 7Pu hIve-been called a •• witne •• before the bolrd which is 
tnqutring into the circumstances lurrounding the colli.ion of RMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS 
beca·.lSe it is understood that you may have evidence which uy a.si.t thi. board ln it'. 
investigAtion. I bave to tell you that under United States Law, no witnes. may·be compelled to 
an.o::wer Rny question the an.wel' to which may tend to incriminate hila. and that you may refu8e to 
anawer any .uch queltion. 

A. I under. tend. 
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Q. Witl you ple •• e state your name, rate and organization! 
i,. Seaman Apprentice Martin William Vanwinaen •• board the destroyer FRANK E. EVANS. 

~. And when did you join the Navy? 
A. August 14th, 1968 • 

~. And when did you join tho llSS FJWIK E. EVAIIS? 
A. November 7th, 1968 . 

Q. And did you stand the wstch on the night pf the 2nd and 3rd of June? 
A. Yes, I did,.ir. 

Q. During ",hat period of time were you on watch? 
A. Between 12 and 4. in the morning. 

Q. And where were you stationed during that watch? What part of the .hip? 
A. Well, we had dlffere~t jobs. 

Q. All right. what duties were you performing during that watch? 
A. t was on lee hel.~ JL. helm and after lookout. 

Q. Now at the time of the collision, which duty of thOle .. nr duties were you .performing? 
A. I W~. on after lookout. 

Q. And when had you gone onto that poo1Uon? 
A. 0245. 

~. And did you remain there continuously on after lookout duty from 0245 till the time of 
the collision? : 

rl. Yes, I did, sir. 

~. Now, where were you stationed in regard. to the lookout? 
£',. On the ECM2 deck. 

~. And in the one po~ition all the time? 
£\. Yes. 

~. And in that ?osition what field of vision did you bave? 
A. From 090 to 270. 

Q. And that's full 180 degrees through the .tem of the ship? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. t"ere you udng binoculars'? 
A. W~lt. p~rt of the time, yel, sir. 

'-

". changes 
Do you remember whether 

of coutl.? 
that period, 0245 to the time of collision, there ver~ any 

A. Yes, sir. 

q. When do you recollect course changes began? 
A. Well, when I was coming up to the after lookout, we were on a course change then. And, 

just before the collision ~ w~r~ on a course change. 

Q. Can you remember leeing .ny .hips •• tern of~.IVAHS. let's •• y between 0300 tin the time 
of the coltision~ 

A. That I can't .ay. 

Q. You don't remember? 
A. I 'on't remember. Itr. 

Q. Can you remember whether EVANS was on a steady course or was turning at the time of the 
collision? 

A. She wa ... king • Itarboard turn. 

Q. Did you lee any other .hip in the vicinity of EVANS during the five minute. before the 
collidon? 

A. No, air. 

Q. How long before the colli.lon weI it when you flrat obaerved another ship in EVANS 
vicinity? 

A. 3ust before the impact. 

Q. And where w.s the lhip you oblerved, jUlt before the iepact? 
A. Off on the port lide, jUlt • 11 ttle forwlrd of 270. 

Q. And bow far aWllY vas the other ahip then? 
A. Not more than 15 or 20 feet. 

Q. And what ••• the - did you lee any lishta on .. LBClJIlHE at that atage? 
A. No, .ir. Bat tben I valn't looking at the flight deck 1 val looking at the bow. 
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Q. "Did you bear any whiltl. 'tgnall at thi. tt... 
A. No •• ir. 

Q. Did you ae. any lights .hawing on. EVANS .t thi. tl .. ? 
A. I can't remember, lir . 

Q. Do you r .... mber any light. burnl", on EVANS during the time you wre on vatch that night? 
A. I can't remember that either, atr • 

Q. 
fOr'\",ard 

A. 

Can you carry the narr.tive fDrward p1e •• e. from the tt.e you firlt •• w thl. ship just 
of 270 degrees and lS feet or '0 .way? 

". A. 

No. 

What did you see after that? 
What I saw after that? 

~. Yrs. 
0\. The ship hit and it save me I .tight jolt and I took. few atep. to the po'"t aide to 

!'lee- ... ·'lAt dAmage wa. done and then the .hip .tarted tilting and I grabbed onto something. When 
tht phtp rolled up agaln, we were right up 'gainlt the MELBOURNE. I fell down when the ,hip 
tl1t~d an~ I got up when the ship righted itaelf. I .aid to Secondary Conn •••• I tbou.he that 
their flight deck wa. going to rip into the ECM2 Deck. I 'till had the phones on 10 I .aid, 
"Secondary Conn out". waited a fev leconds .nd then when I didn't hear no reply I put the phones 
down, went down the ladder to the helo deck which il jUlt below the 10M2 Deck •••• 

Q. ~~. at this stage when you got down to the lower deck t where were you in relation to 
th(> t-o',· anJ stern of the de"troyer? Row far along; were you, vere you cloler to the bow or the 

.'.. Wel1, close to the stern. 

~. Dtd you see what ~as hftppening to the bow aectionl 
.~. ~lo. EQf' Deck laddpr VAl obetructing .0 you can't aee fOTV.rd. Then I vent dO'VQ the 

~ext ladder whtth was on the .t.rboard lide and when I hit tb. deck. I started going forward. 
t"('n ! 53"" there was nothing left of the forec.stle. I turned around and went: to the f.nta!1 
i.;'here I was directed to just stay there. 

~. Hrn.' rnany people were there at that time? 
A. I esti!Ute about 20. 

~. Coming back in the story for a moment. Did you hear any melsage passed over the JL 
talker before th(' iapact occurred; 

n. There was nothing said from JL to Combat or from Combat to JL. 

4. Did ynu hear any sound signals from MELBOL~1 
A. No, s:r. 

~. You laid that until the tin. of the collision you were ~arin& head phones over your 
ear,,? 

A. One side, one was ~n and one was off. 

~. Did you hear anything said over that headset fra. any part of the ship? 
A. No, sir. 

~. .hat parts of the ship could you hear if they sent any ... sages internally? 
A. Fon18rd lookout, JL, and combat. 

~. Not the bridge? 
A. That I s the JL. 

Q. You heard no meslftges? 
A. No messages ~t all. 

Q. And you were in a position to bear thea until what pOint of ti~? 
A. Up till the point of impact. but there vas nothing •• id. 

Q. Can you tell II ~ vhat events took place on the fantAtl after you got theTe, thllt you 
particularly remember~ . 

A. After I got to the fantail, I went to .fter ateerina_ They heve • hole down there. 
you can look right down 1n there. There .a •• nother watch in there. When I lot there he "a. 
coming out. SomebCldy told him to come out and he vas cc.dng out .0 I knev he vaa ClC.. 

Q. Yea? 
A. After I Itarted 

moving around I knew It wa I couldn't herdty .:we it. So 
there vere a eoupla officars up there and I .at down for about 5 Id.nutea. MELBCIJlUIIE had ropes 
tied to our ltern from her atem aDd they bad 2 ladderl frOll their atarboard aid.e to our port 
alde, .nd they had 2 or 3 of our _n - I think they were burnt - 101", up the ladder •• lready. 
So they a.ked if there were any .ore injured, and 1 walked over to the ladder ana told. them I 
had • bruhed ..... nd they told _ to 10 up the ladder. They tied. rope .round ... nd I _nt 
up the l.dder to the IIELIOUBHE. 
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Q. And where did you 80 whon you lot on deck? 
A. . After I got up 011 the MELBClJlt.NE., they took _ to • roam where they hIId • lot of cot. and cout"hea and I ju.t •• t there until they had. corp ... n COM over and he told _ I jUlt IYd • 

~. Well you .teyed below did you and didn't .. e what w. happening on deck? A. No. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR cia .. ): The counHl haft no further que.tion., ..... hap. the bOArd doe,? 

Senior Member: No. 

The vitne •• w.. duly warned concerning hi' t •• timony and withdrew from the board room. 
Seaman Apprentice Sydney R. Baughman, U. S. Ravy. v •• called ••• witnel' by coun •• ! for the bOlrd, WI. duly aworn and testitted II follow.: 

EXAMINATICII BY CWlISEL Pta Til! llIUID 

Que.tton. by cou~ •• l for the board: 

Q. Seaman Apprentice Baughman, you bwve bean called .1 • witne •• before the board whicb ta inquiring into the circumstance. IUttoundlnl the colUdon of IIfAS MELBOVlNE anet USB FltANK E. EVANS because it ia under.tood that you .. y have evidence which .. y a •• t.t in tt', inve.tigation. I have to tell you that under United States Law, no wttne.s may be compelled to an.wwr any que.tlon, t~e Rn~wer to which mfty tend to incriminate him and that you may refuse to answer any lueh question. Do you under.tend what I have ju.t .aid? 
A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Would you .tate your full name? 
A. Sydney Robert B.uglaan. 

Q. And what 18 your pre.ent grade? 
A. SA. 

Q. And your .prvice number? 
.\ . B84 47 52. 

~. And to what organi~atLon-lre you ... USS FRANK E. EVANS. 
allligned? 

~. Were you· assigned to that ship on the 2nd and .3rc! of June? 
n. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. ... 
Q. 
A. 

Q. 
I .. 

Yes, sir. 

And to ",hat division were you ... lgned? 
ht division. 

How lo~g have you been In the Navy? 
Since JanUAry 17th, 1968. 

And how long have you been a •• lgned to VSS PlANk E. EVANS? Sinee April 6th, 1968. 

On the ~18ht of 2 Ind 3 June, were you a.llgned to I vatch? Yes, sir. 

And what hour9 were you on watch? 
Prom 0000 aill 0345 • 

And juat prtor to 0300. what duties were you performing Oft that watch? Starboard wing lookout. 

And wnerp did you have your atatton I. .tlrbolrd lookout? 
On the .tgnal bridge above the pilot houle. 

Q •. Was thllt on top of the pilot hou.e? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. Did you have eonnuniCltiona with anyone el.e on Witch? A. No •• ir. The .tarboard wing lookout hal binoculars. 

Q. You did not have a aound powe~ed phone? 
A. No, air. 

Q; Wa. there al.o a port lookout? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. And where va. he .t.Uemo? 
A. lie ws .tationed rllht aero •• troll _ OIl the port 11d., aDd he had lound powered phone •• 
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\,1. 'Did he .180 hive binoculars? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. And how far were you apart? 
A. About 5 feet, 6 feet . 

Q. And how did you communicate ~th the bridge from your;.tatton? 
A. I 'd tell him if I had a contact. I'd tell him whet positions are and anale ••• 

~. And what sector WP.Te you assigned as • lookout? 
A. Pardon? 

Q. What was your Issigned ar~8 .1 lookout? 
A. From 000 to 090. 

~. Recalling the period of about 0300, did you ••• anything in particular In your aectDr 
at th3t time? 

A. Well, my port 
~t it ~nd it v •• not I 

time I atarted looking 

lookout spotted. lubmarine which be thought v ••• .ubmarine. 
,ubmarine, it w •• another ship. 1 told him to delay the last. 
at this helo and that ship .1.0. 

Q. Did you obaerve what PRANK E. EVANS WI, doing at thta time? 
A. I knew about making the turn •••• 

Q. In which direction weB EVANS turning? 
A. Starboard turn. 

Q. Did you see MELBOURNE at this time? 
A. Tha~ time. no. I was looking at the deatroyer at the time we were turning. 

Q. Was this destroyer ahead of EVANS? 
A. It W8S Ht 030. 

Q. Relative? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. And 8, you turned did it move off into the left. relative bearing? 
A. Y~!J sir. Off to the left. 

~. What was the first time you spotted MELBOURNE? 
A. When it vas about 800 yards .way. 

Q. Haw did you estimate that range? 
A. Just looking at it. That's the only way you can estimate a range. 

Q. And in which direction was MELBOURNE head.d when you taw bert 
A. About 030. 

Q. Were you Heing MELBOURNE's Itarboard bow or MELBOURNE'. port bow? 
A. Starboard bow. 

1 looked 
At that 

Q. And could you tell what H!.LBClJINE'. Courl. -va. doing at that time. W ••• he on • ateady 
eourS8 or waa abe turning? 

A. That I couldn't tell becauae - I couldn't tell. 

Q. Did you lee any lights on IlELB0UIINE7 
A. At the time no. 

Q. Had you previously .een any light. on IlELB0UIINE7 
A. Before we collided, yeah. 

Q. What w.a the fir.t time you •• w lights on MELBOURNE? 
A. About approximately 8 minute before we collided. Thi. waa about 400 yards. 

Q. How long would you •• timete it WIll from the first time you .aw MELBOORNE until the collision? 
A. About a minute .nd • half to two IIlinutel. 

Q. And II I under.tand it you .potted lisht. on the MELBOURNE between that tl~ and the time 
of colli.ion. 1. that riSht7 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. And whIt light. did you .ee on KELBCUIRI7 
A. I law red lights, .oltly red Uahts. I didn't actually aee the port or .tarboard running 

light. or the most head light., I ju.t aow a bunch of light. on the flight deck. 

Q. The.e were along the edge of the flight dack or .oeowhere elae7 
A. I couldn't reIlly diatinguish .11 of them. but I l.w a lot of lilhta, ~d and green lights, 

.oatly .11 red though. 

Q. Did you ••• any white light.? 
A. No, I donlt think I did. 
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Q. At any time before the co111don, c .... ld ,.ou tell uo if MELBOVIUIE chansed couroeT 
A. JUlt before the co11iolon we - looked Uka they were .. ltf.ns a hard rllht •••• 

Q. liard •••• 
A. liard left. 

Q. At thio ti_ what _. EVANS dolnST 
A. Maklnl a hard rllht. 

Q. And dld you hear any whlstle ollnal. by elther Ihlp? 
A. By MELBOVIUIE I helrd a co11iolon alarm aDel by our Ihlp we helrd nothins •••• 

Q. By coll1810n Illrm would you de.crlbe what you heardT 
A. Well it WI •• horn like and it went more ltke (witDe •• d~n.tr.t.d the .pproxl~t. lound 

of a honking horn). It wa. lort of • high pitched note. 

Q. Wa. it like th. collision alarm on the EVANS? 
A. S~cthlng limilar, but not qut~e. 

Q. Did you heIr any lign.l, from a ateam whiltl. that you could identify? Any bl,lt. of any 
lort? 

A. No, air. 

Q. By elther ohlpT 
A. No, sir. 

Q. At any time did you ••• any navigational l1aht. on PlANK E. EVANS? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Did you at any time report wb.t you .aw to the bridge? 
A. Well the port lookout. I told him to report it·and be tripped an4 lot tangltd up in the 

cord, I Itarted yelling down and trying to help him at the an.: time, I knew then we were 80ing to 
collide. 

Q. And what wa. the name of the port lookout? 
A. GUne. (phonetic). 

Q. And dld he aurvive the •••• 
A. No, air. 

Q. Did anything else occur between the time thllt you have d.lcribed where HELBomtNE WBS .bout 
400 yards away and the collision? 

A. No, air. 

~. Would you describe the collision itself? 
A. Well, I spotted the MELBOURNE. Well I didn't exactly .pot it, the port lookout spotted it 

and I atill had my binoculars on a ahip that vas off the starboard side. I tried to follow it but 
I couldn't, .0 .... 

you? 
Q. Let me interrupt, I'm aorry. Tou aaid "you .aw it'.', what val the relative bearing from 

A. MELBCM\NET 

Q. Yeo. 
A. 340 about when I spotted It. 

Q. And did that be.rinS chanse It Iny U. before the co11101ooT 
A. No. 

Q. It atayed at 340 relative even thoulh EVANS vIa turning to the ri8ht? 
A. Well more likely, yes, air. 

Q. w •• the EVANS' turn to the risht I hard turn or I .hallow turn? 
A. I'd •• y atendard, about 20 degrees. 

Q. 20 degreel rudder. ia that what you Ire referrina to? 
A. 

doesn't 
I couldn't really diltlnguilh becaua. there v •• calm vater, and ev.rythina. and the ship 

lean that .uch. 

Q. Dld the ohlp hael overT 
A. When we made • hard rllbt, the .hlp l.anod a 11ttle blt. 

Q. W.I it leaning on thl. occaslon? 
A. "0, air. lut you could a.e the bow 8OV1ng; to ,... I .aw a belo on the horizon which I 

could aee 10 1n a different angle pOlition, 

Q. And then bow long va. it before the colllsion ocurredf hom the ti_ you previously 
d •• crlbed? 

A. Maybe •• inut •. 

Q. And what happened upon 0011101ooT What happened to rouT 
A. I don't know. The .Mp bit and I vaa thrDIID. who know. vhera r.ally. I vas under the .hip 

the next thlnl I Itn.v, trrlns to ,et out. 
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~. 'Were you in the water? 
A. Yes, air. I C~ up In a bunch of oil and .. allowed a bunch of it and I v •• laying acro.s 

il yooden deck grate. 

~. And how were you rescued? 
A. By. boat with AUltr.lians. 

I.i. Do you knO'\o1 frOID what .hip7 
A. ;:'rom the KELBOORNE. 

And how m.ny other people were rescued In the lame boat? 
I ~ouldn't tell you exactly. I wa. pretty sick from the oil and everything and vomiting. 

about 20 of us In that boat. 

Q. To your knowledge wer~ the one. in the boat from the forward ,ection - or the how section -
of £VANS? Do you kno .. /r 

4., Three that J know of from the bow section. 

~. Going back to the time vhen you mentioned lee Ins HEL!OURNE at BOO yard.. Was this the 
fi.r.1t time you law her? 

A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Dld you see any bright white light. on MELB0UBNE7 
4\. No, sir. 

~. Were you injured in the col1isinn at al11 
d. My right log i. all. 

Q. What type of injury did you hovo? 
.\. 

~. Did you see MELBOU~~ actually begin 8 turn to the left? Can you fdentify I time when 
thil; oc.urred? 

":.:IS 

A. Xo, I can't. 

,. 
it? 
.\. 

~. 
l\. 

Q. 
. ' . 

You indicated that when you got clear of the ship you were hanging onto a wo~n grating, 

Yes, sir. 

Was there anyone else hanging onto the same grating! 
Yes, sir. Two officers. Mr. R~m~ey and Mr. Hopson. 

&d you served ~.!'I helmsman at any time during your watch? 
No, sir • 

Q. Had you ,erved as Le@ HelmsmRn at any time during your watch. You know, on the Enginero~ 
"relegr"ph. 

,1. No, sir. 

Q. What other positions had you occupied during your w.tch7 
A. I was ~ messenger ana I was up on lookout for two hours. 1 think t was on sPC'of"dary eo;-,., 

for an hour, then ~ssenger and then I went up on lookout. 

Q. When the port lookout called your attention to MELBClJRNE. de you rec::111 the relatfve ~p..~r{n3 
.,!' :-::[LB(lJJL\"E at that ti~? 

A. About:. 330. 

Q. And illS I undenitancl it, then it went to about 340 .ad remaf.ned tlwre until thp throe of 
cn' 1i do!'l? 

~,. Roughly, I ca~'t SAy. I waln't looking I wa, jUlt eatimating at the relative bparf.n~ thp:--,. 

~. Could you tell where ~he carrier'. bow .truck your .hip? 
A. It If)oked about mid .. ~hips. 

Q. Dtd it IIppear to yOH that it was aft of where you were? 
A. YeA. sir. It looked like it waa coming right .traight at me when I looked up and sa~ tl~ 

b(~' , c!(-,ck and then that', the last thing I remember. 

Senior Member: Would you repeat your answer" I couldn't hear you? 

1\. Ye!;, sir. I distinguished that it WIll goina to hit about where I va~ standing, I 10.,1<10,; 
'It' and SAW thp. flight deck 4nd that is the lalt thing I r .... bered. 

Q. Could you toll what port of the flilht dock 10U wero •• oiog7 
A. The port .tde. 

~. Were you above" the nnchor? Did you ever see the anchor! 
A. No •• ir. 

Q. 
bearing 

A. 

~y t Tetrace your 
about 030 relative. 
Yes, air. 

.teps back once .are. 
10 that •••• 

.aclt to the: time you were lookina at th. rleatroyer 
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Q. And how long ",fter that waa it when the port lookout called your. attention to MELBOtm.::':E? 
A. About two minute~. 

Q. And had you aeen HELBOORHE at 111 before your IIttention WAs called to HELBOUR!m? 
A. Mo, .ir. 

Q. At the time YOIIT attention val called to MELBOURNE, can you 8' accurately as posslt-le ,..,;ti-,;;te 
the beAring and range At that time. 

A. When I first spotted her? 

Q. Yeo. 
A. Betl4'ep.n 330 anti 340 ",-hen I first .aw her. It looked 11ke w were going on plare t,·,:'Jrf!. 

Ther£' '-las ,,-hite water 1n front of him and I knew he wa, coming towArdR UI. 

Q. Do you have An estimate of the range? 
A. Like I aay, about 800 yards. 

Q. Did you first .pot MELBOURNE with the naked eye or with binoculars? 
A. ~ith my naked ~ye. 

Q. WAR it clear enough 80 that you could tell what course she was on without using th~ 
binDculars? 

A. No, air. 

Q. Could you tell what part of MELBOURNE you were seeing with your naked eye? 
A. Stllrboard side. 

Q. ~hat angle on the bow? 
d. About 060. 

Q. You would estimate your relative bearing from MELB~"E B!i'I what? 
A. You mean the way HELBOORNE WBS coming? 

." 

i.J.. If you wrf' on the MELBOURNE at that point, what would your relative bearinK hed b .. fln •••• 
A. About 050. 

Q. Did your bearing of her change after looking at hrr ""lth t~ binocular!'!;? 
~. Not so mbch reAlly. It more or less stayed at thet bearing. 

Q. You coatinued to 'iee approximately the same view until collision, is that it? 
A. Ahout 200 yards before collision, which wa. about 7 seconds. 10 seconds I saw MELBOt~~E 

making. hard right and it began to change position then to about 290, then I sa", the bo'" then. 

Q. You got morp in front of the MELBOURNE at the last minute. Is that rig~t? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. While you were In the water, hanging on the grate. did either Hr ... nsey or Mr. P~pso~ 'Ay 
~nything It that time? 

A. Not that I can remember, sir. 

Q. In the fifteen minute period prior to the colli.ion, did you ~ver see MELBOL~~ in yrur 
.ector of 000 to 090 relative? 

A. No, sir. 

Counlel for the board: Counsel haa no further ,ueationa. 

EXAIIIllAnON BY TI£ BGI.RD 

Que.tions by the aenior member. 

Q. Baughman, you recill that you .aid that perhaps one and I hllf to two minutes before t~ 
collision you .aw .ome lights on MELBOURNE. 

A. Yes, .ir. Maybe almost I minute before the collision I aaw the lights, not even a minutp. 
even thirty •• cond ••••• 

Q. So it wasn't a minute Ind 8 half to two adnute., it w.. a adnute ~ybe less? 
A. It v.s about a adnute and a half to two minutes when I •• w her before we collided, I a.w 

the lights about 30 aecondR to a Ddnute before we collided. 

up. 

Q. Were you looking through your binoculars when you .. w the lighta? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Where were the light.? 
A. CD the flight deck. Thore were red 11sht •• 
I a.w I bunch of red lightl 1n the front of the 

There ta I POlt with red light. on thlt went 
carrier and that 1. 111 I can remember. 

Q. Below the flight d.ck there Ire .ome open1nal which open onto the forecastle deck. Are 
you fandUar with appearance of MELBaJRNE ahe.d, other tlula the cIa •• look you got that night? 

A. IIot th.t I can rl!lllelllbor. 

Q. Well, below the fli,ht deck level there are .... openina'. could the •• li,htl have been 
.howl", thr""Sh theM open! .... ? 

A. 110, dr. I ,"".tly •• w the Hshto ebow on the n!,ht deck. 
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Q. Could you >.Jescribe ",6,';;':!..:-1 d:: .... 4early 8S you can the sound yrLl heard which you describe as 
~ collIsion alarm? 

A. It waa an .alarm that WE' are not familiar to. It WEI" kind of a high pitch alarm ( .... itne •• 
mAke~ ~ounds to illustrate). 

Admiral Stevenson: How many times? 

A. I can't tell how many times . 

Senior Member: The board has no further question •. 

Counsel for the board: At this time you are privileged to make any further statement related 
tl"' the slIbject matter of the investigation that you thi'lk should be a matter or record whicb has nnt 
been brought out by the previous questions. Do you ~~ e anything to add? 

A. So, sir. 

ThE' ··:tnp~~ was duly warned concerning his teptimony and withdrew from thp board room. 

Senior Member: The board will ~djourn for today and meet at the usual time Monday m~rnlng. 

The board adjourn~d at 1742 hours, 21 June 1969. 


