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The board reconvened in executive session st 0830 hours, 23 June 1969,

- THIRTEENTH DAY -

During this session the board reviewed and approved the transcript taken on the 2lst of June 196G
and made executive decisglons as to future proceedings of the board.

The board's executive session adjourned at 0943 hours, 23 June 1969,
The board reconvened 1in open session at 0948 hours, 23 June 1969,
All persona connected with the beird who were present when the board adjourned were again present.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board is convened in open session. Any person who may be
called as a witnesz is agked to withdraw, The board calls as its first witness today, Able Seaman
Davies.

Able Seaman Weapons Mechanic Thomas Lester Daviea, RAN, was called as a witness by counsel for the
board, was sworn and examlned as follows:

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): You have been called as a witness for this board of investiga-
tion which 1s inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of the HMAS MELBOURNE and
USS FRANK E. EVANS because it 1s understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in
thelr investigation. Under Australisn law it is necemsary to warn you that you may refuse to angwer
any question the answer to which may tend to expose you to any penalty of forfelture. It will be for
you to raise the objection and for the board to decide whether you must angwer the question or not.

Do you understand?

Witneas: Yes, sir,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Will you state your full name and rank?
A, Thomas Lester Davies, Able Seaman Weapons Mechanic. . -

Q. And you are a member of the ship's company of HMAS MELBOURNE, are you not?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Were you standing a watch on the nlght of 2nd and 3rd of June?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. What watch was that?
A, Lookout supervisor, sir.

Q. When did you go on watch that night?
A. I had the middle watch, sir - 12 "til &,

Q. What did you say "before 12 'til L?"
A. I had the middle watch.

Q. You went on watch just before midnight?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And did you remain on watch untll the time of the collislon?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. The duties that you were performing on that watch, were that ol what?
A. Lookout supervisor, sir.

Q. What does the lookout supervisor do?
A, Make sure the lookouts are closed up conatantly and at that time of might you were locking
for aireraft and making sure that you report anything you eee,

Q. You are talking a bit too fast, You said "make sure the lookouts are closed up constantly
and that night you were looking for aircraft?”™
A, Yes, Blr,

Q. Woo are the lookouts that you supervige?
A, Port and starboard lookouts, sir.

Q. Where were they statloned during this watch?
A. On the gun direction platform. '

Q. And where were you stationed?
A, 0On the gun directlon platform, slr.

Q. Where is the gunnery direction platform in relation to the bridge?
A. Directly above it.

Q. Where is it 1n relation to the island superstructure?
A. Forward, sir,
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Q. Is it as far forward as you can go in the superstructure?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now was there some particular thing which attracted your attentlion shortly before the collisicn
occurred?

A. Just before the collision occurred, sir, I wes taking a look at two helicopters on the starboard

slde and something made me turn around to forward,
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What was that?
It wag the EVARS passing left to right acroass our bhow.

You saw the EVANS passing from left to right mcross the bow of MELBEOURNE?
Yes, sir.

At approximately what distance was EVANS when you saw her doing thise?
About 1,000 to 1,500 yards, sir.

What was the angle at which she was crossing the projected track of MELBOURNE - are you able
us there?
Approximately 30 to LO degrees.

At that stage, was MELBOURNE on & steady course or turning?
At this stege we had Jjust started turning and sounded two blasts on the siren,

In which direction was MELBOURNE turning?

To port,

When EVANS, as you said, crossed from left to right, did you see any lights showing in her?
Yes, sir. I could see the bridge lights and there was a red light Jjust below the bridge, sir

When you say bridge lights, what lights do you mean?
The red light, sir - police light,

Which light?
Police light. , .

Without describing them, zan you define where the lights were by relation to the bridge of

The one red light, sir, was just below the bridge, toward forward, and the bridge lights, or

what I thought were_bridge lightses.ae
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What color were what you called the bridge lights?
Red, sir. Sort of hazy red.

Where were they in relation to the bridge?
At the bridge.

At the bridge - you mean on the bridge?
Co the bridge. Yes, sir.

Did you see any white lights in EVANS?
No, =sir.

Well, did you continue to observe EVARS as she crossed from left to right?
Yes, sir.

How far did she get on to the starboard side of MELBOURNE?
Nearly her full ship's length, sir.

Q. Nearly what?

A. Nearly the full ship's length of EVAKS.

Q. What was her relative bearing at that point from MELBOURKE?

4. Starboard 20, sir, approximately.

Q. What else next did you observe about EVARS?

A. Bhe turned completely around, sir, and then came straight back in freont of us.

Q. What gort of turn did you observe her making?

A. Very sharp turn to starboard, sir.

Q. Whet wag the range from EVANS to MELBOURRE when you obmerved her making a sharp turn to
starboard?

A. 500, silr.

Q. Well, did you continue to obgerve the situation?

A. Yes, slir.

Q. What did you see after that?

A,

EVANS came back across our bow, sir, and we colllded.

." _".*
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Q. What was the angle between the heading of the two ahips at the time of colliasion if you are
able to tell us?
A, I couldn't say for sure, sir.

Q. What did you notice about the effect of the impact on yourself?

A. When we hit the EVARS, sir, I felt it a fair bit. Then the EVANS rolled over, half way over,
and came back up and righted herself and that iz when we sliced through, It wasn't much of a jolt in
the GDP,

Q. It wasn't much of a jolt in the GDP?
A. Yes, yhere was a bit of a jolt but not real bad.

s
Q. Did the affect your footing?
A. No, I was holding on.

Q. Now comlng back to the point when you first observed the EVANS, as you say, going from left
to right. Which side of EVANS were you looking at at that stage?
A. Starboard gide, sir.

Q. Did 1t surprise you at all to see a red light at that stage?
A, Yes, slr. It did look & bit strange Just one red light by itself.

Q. Did it seem to you to be a port running light or some other kind of light?
A, It wasn't a port running light, sir, It was some other kind of light,

Q. Are you able to say what sort of light it was or don't you know?
A, I don't know, sir,

Q. Dim or bright?
A. Bright, sir,

Q. And as I think you sald it was forward of the bridge nnd at a slightly lower level?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. What lights was MELBOURNE showlng at this stage?
A, Flight deck lights, sir.

Q. Which of the flight deck lights?
A. What I could see, sir, was the island and forward of the island. I couldn't gee the after

section. I wasn't taking much notice of 1t, air.

Q. We have been told there are flight deck lights forward, midships and aft. Which ones were

burning at this time?
A. Mldships and forward.

Q. Are you referring to the "moonlights" or to some other kind?
A. The moonlights, sir.

Q. Were there any other kind of lights besides the "moonlights" on the flight deck?
A, I couldn't say for sure, sir. They were flying helicopters up....

Q. If you 3idn't observe 1it..... ?
A. I dldn't observe it.

Q, Dii you observe whether MELBOURNE was showing any navigational lights?
A. N¥o, sir.

Q. Were you in a position where you could see the navigational lights if they were showing?
A. No, sir. They are below the GDP.

Q. Coming back to your first sighting of EVANS, what was it that drew your attention to the

destroyer?
A, I don't really know, sir. I Just looked straight around. Kind of & reflex, I suppose.

Q. Had you heard any sounds before you looked around?
A, Not at that moment,

Q. Did you make any reports to the bridge?
A. No, sir., It all happened a bit too gquick.

Q. You have estimated an angle of 30 to 4O degrees between the two ships' tracks, Can you
tell how you are able to form this eptimate?
A, Just out of my sighting, sir,

Q. OQut of your...?
A, Out of my sighting whén T turned around, sir.

the approximate angle it was on.

When I turned to look at the EVARS, it's just

Q. Your approximate?
A. My approximate angle I thought the EVANE was on.
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Well, it's based on a visual observation, is 1t?
Yes, sir.

Were you using binoculars or not?

. At that stage, no.

Were you at any stage?
Yes, sir,

When?
Not on the EVANS, as 1t was too close.

T1d you have any difficulty in determining the heading of EVANS when you first saw her?
No, sir. It was a clear nlght.

Did you have any difficulty in seeing this red light on EVANS without binoculars?
No, sir.

What 1ights d1d EVANS show after she made the sharp turn to starboard that you mentloned?
T couldn't really tell you, sir. At that stage I was getting ready to brace myself, because
see the collision coming.

You don't know what lights you saw at that atage?
I couldn't say for sure, sir.

After EVANS made this turn to starboard what aspect of her were you looking at?
T was looking straight st her, sir.

What side?
Port slde, sir.

T would like to ask you about the lights on MELBOURNE again. Firstly, navigation lizhts.

From-where you were, were you &ble to see any oswigkional lighth?

A.

T couldn't see the port or starbosrd navigational lights, sir. They are below the GDP. The

masthead and steaming lights they might have been on, sir, but I couldn't say because I wasn't really
looking at them.
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Where were they placed in relatlon to where you were standing?
There is one in from% of the GDP, and there ls one on the masthead above GDP, sir.

Can you, from where you were standing, see the lights?
I can see the masthead and steaming lights. Yes, sir.

Do you know, one wey or the other, whether they were burning?
No, sir.
Now as to floodlights, did you see....gorry, did you see any "moonlights" burning on MELBOURNE

ght?
The flight deck lights. Yes, sir.

We've asked thls before, but we are going over it again 1f you don't miad. Which of the
zhts" did you see burning?
Abreast of the 1sland and forward, sir,

Did you see any other flight deck lights in asddition to the moonllghts?
No, sir.

Are you aware that there are flight deck lights in addition to the moonllghts?
No, sir.

What color were the moonlights?
White, sir.

Now, you have told us that the midship moonlighting and the forward moorlighting wers burnisg
time of the collislon. Are you able to tell us when 1t was that they were first switched on?
No, sir. I couldn't tell you.

Are you able to give us any recollection as to how long they had been burning before the

on?
No, sir.

Can you tell us where the moonlights which illuminate the midship part of the flight deck and

part of the flight deck are themselves situated?
Around the perimeter of the flight deck and in the center.

Center of what?
Flignt deck, Approximately in the center.

Do you belleve that they are located on the flight deck itself?
Yes, sir. As best ag I could see.
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Q. Did you gee any lights on the island structurs which illuminated the flight deck?
A. No, sir,

Q. Heve you ever seen any lights sltuated on the edge of the flight deck?
A, Yes, sir, Close to the edge, sir,

Q. Did you see any lighte on the island structure which 1lluminated the flight deck?
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever seen any lights situated on the edge of the flight deck?
A. Yes, sir. C(Close to the edge, sir.

Q. What color were those 1lights?
A. White, I think, sir. I couldn't say, since I don't have nothing to do with the flight deck,
slr. T Just didn't take much notice, sir,

Q. Could you hear any piped announcements over the ghip?
A. Yes, sir, After the two blasts of the siren, collision stations was piped and then after that

emergency stations.

Q. Are you able to tell us whether the turn by EVANS to starboard was s tight turn, shallow turn
or somewhere in between?
A. Tlght turn, sir.

Q. Able Seaman Davies, I want to ask you more about your understanding of the lighting situation.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, will you describe to us what lights were 11luminating the flight deck? Firstly, in
relation to the parts of it which were illuminated?
A. The part that was illuminated that I seen was the 1sland and forward of the island. The

lights were on the flight deck itself.

Q. And the part of the flight deck abreast of the iglend and forward of the island which was
11luminated, did this extend all the way to the port side of the ship?
A, That I couldn't say, sir.

Q. Were they floodlights or Just marker lights?
A. Marker lights,

Q. Do yau mean that these were parts of the flight deck, midships and forward, which were not

illuminated?
A, Well, these lights, they.,. I could see the whole flight deck, sir,

Q. You could?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And the lights that permlitted you to see the whole of the flight deck, mldships and forward,

whers were they themselves situated?
A. Right forward, sir, starboard side. I couldn't actually say that on the port side, sir, tut

-there was also lights 1n the center of the flight deck.

Q. As between the 1sland structure and the flight deck itself, where were the lights located?
A, -Say again, sir.

Q. As between the flight deck itself and the island structure, where were the Lights situated?

Which of those two were they on?
A. Approxlmately half way between the port and starboard side, sir,

Q. On the flight deck?
A. On the flight deck, sir.

Q. When you saw EVANS make her turn to starboard, did you thereafter continue to see that red

light that was forward of and lower than the bridge or not?
A. I couldn't say, sir. I didn't quite take notice, I was Just wmtching the ship itself,

Q. What length of experlence have you had as a loockout or as & lookout supervisor?
A, Two and a helf years, sir.

Q. Bow long as a supervizor and how long as & lookout?
A Lookout for two and a half years and supervlisor for one.

Q. In what ships?
A, MELBOURNE,

Q. Well, two and s half yearas as a lookout and twelve months as a supervisor, do you mean

three and a half years all together?
A, No, sir, Two and & half years mixed in with both, sir.

Q. What is the total length of experience - two and a half years?
A. Two and a half years, Yes, sir.,

Q. How much as a lookout and how much as a supsrvisor?

A. Twelve months as lookcut and eighteen months as - supervisor, sir.
3hlky
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by a member (RADM Stevenson):

Q. Able Seaman Davies, when the flight deck of MELROURNE is illuminated for flylng, are you
aware of any lights that shine down from the top mast that give an overall illuminatien?
A, MNo, sir., I really haven't taken much notice.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Did you see the moon that night?
A. I really couldn't say, sir, I really wasn't taking too much notice of the moon.

Q. You are unable to tell us when the moon rose and its degree of brightness?
A. No, sir.

Q. 1In relation to the lights on MELBOURNE that you maw, is it correct that they were all located
on the flight deck and none of them located on the 1sland structure?
A. The ones I saw, sir, were on the flight deck, I didn't notlice any on the island.

Q. And to be more specific, were they set into the deck?
A. Yes, sir,

Senlor Member: Does counsel have any further questions?
Counsel for the boari (CDR Glass): No, air.
Senlor Member: The board has no further questiens.

Couns=l for the board (CDR 3lass): Able Seaman Davies, you have an opportunity at this time to
make 8 statement of any additional matter relating to the subject of this investigatien whizh has
not ae yet been brought out by the questions esked of you., Is there any additional metter to which
you wish to rafer?

Witness: No, sir.
The witness was Aduly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board roam.

Leading Tactical Operator Peter John Sturman, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness by
zounsel for the board, was sworn, and examiized as follows:

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): You have been called as s witness for this board of investi-
gation which 1s inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collislon of the HMAS MELBOURNE and
USS FRANK E, EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may assist the boari in 1its
investigation. Under Australian law it is necessary to warn you ‘thet you may refuse to answer any
question the answer to which may tend to expose you to amy penalty or forfeiture, It will be for
you to ralse the objsction and for the bouri to decide whether you must answer the question or not,
Ie that understood?

Witness: Yes, sir,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa):

Q. Will you please state, slowly, your full name?
A, Peter John Sturman.

§. And your rank?
A. LIO, Leading Tact ical Operatar.

Q. Were you stending a watch in MELBOURNE on the night of 2nd and 3rd of June?
A. Yes, sgir.

Q. When dii you come on watch that night?
A. I commenced my watch at 0200,

Q. Where were you standing your watch?
A. On the flagdeck.

Q. What dutles were you performing there?
A, I was gupervisor of the flag deck at the time,

Q. Where 15 the flag deck in relation to the GDP?
A, The flag deck and GDP areas are on the one level and are divided by e partition. The flag

deck 1s just aft of the GDP,

Q. How is access gained from the flag deck to the GDF?
A. There 15 a gap between the screens and that's where you walk through.
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Q. You can walk straight through the gap?
A. (witness nodded head in the affimative,)

Q. YNow, was there so~=zone on the GDP or flag deck with you Just before the collision?
A. Yes. TO Ahearn wae with me at the time, Tactical Operator Ahearn.

Q. Where was he standing watch?
A. HYe was also on the flag dech.

Q. Now ms of a result of something he sald to you, where did you direct your attention? I'm
sorry! Did you go to same 3ifferent place from the fleg deck?

A. Yes, sir. I moved on to the P when TO Ahearn brought my attention to the ship. I moved
onto the GDP to get a better look,

Senlor Member: I'm sorry, could you speak & little louder, please?

A, When TO Ahearn brought my attentlon to a ship on the starboard bow, T moved onto the GDP
area to get a closer look.

Q. What duties was Ahearn performing that night?
A. He was a signalman on the flag deck,

Q. When you went to the GDP did you see anyone else there?
A. There were two lookouts and a lookout supervisor on the GDP.

Q. A4nd what were the names of the two lookouts?
A. I don't know what thelr names were, sir,

Q. Do you know the neme of the supervisor that was there?
A, Yes, sir. Tt was Able Seaman Davies, sir.

Q. From the 3DP did you make an observation of any ship in the vicinity of MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, sir, There was a ship about 10 degrees on the starboari bow of MELBOYRNE at a distance

of about 300 yards.

Q. 1In which direction was the ship heading?
A. At the time, sir, it appeared to be heading on almost a reciprocal course to what we wers

steering.

Q. Was she travelling from left to right or from right to left as you looked &t her?
A. 5She seemed to be coming mors towards the MELBOURNE itaself, sir.

Q. What was the MELBOURNE doing at that stage?
A, We were steering a steady course.

Q. Was there any change in MELBOURNE 's heading?
A. Yo, sir. Not at that stage.

Q. Was there at a later stage?
A. Yes, sir, I am not exactly sure when the MELBOURHE 4id start to turn, but 1t was just before

the collision.

Q. Which way did she turn?
A, Hard to port, sir.

Q. What did you observe about the ship that you mentloned?
A. The ship then made a very hard turn to starboard and moved in front of our bovw,

Q. Made a very hard turn to starboard, and what did you say?
A. Moved in front of the MELBOURNE's bow,

Q. Which ship staried turnlng first, the MELBOURNE to port or the EVARS to gtarboard?
A. I would say, sir, the EVANS to starboard.

Q. And vwhat sort of turn was she making?
A. Tt was a very sharp turn, sir.

Q. And d4id you observe anything in relation to her wake?
A, Yes, sir, BShe churned up a very heavy wake which to me {indicated she may have been in-

creasing revolutions.

Q. Wnat aid you observe from that point of time onwards in relation to the two ships?
A. When the EVANS turned very hard to starboari, the MELBOURNE atarted turning very slowly to

port and we Just collided with her in about midships positilon.

Q. fould you tell us what was the angle between the heading of the two ships when they came

together?
A. T couldn't say that accurately at all, sir.

Q. When you first saw EVANS, what part of her was nearsgt to you, the bow or stern, and 1f so,

port or starboard side.
A. When I first saw the EVANS, the gtarboard bow would have been nearest to us,
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Q. And did you smee any lights showing in EVANS?

A.' Nu, sir, I didn't, But I wouldn't be able to say for sure that there were no lights burning.

Q. Did you see any navigaetional lights burning in MELBOURNE?

A. Well, about ten minutes before the collislon, sir, I noticed the fiy deck area get llluminatel
slightly, which to me indicated that the masthead steaming lights were switched on, although I did
not look up and check.

@. And how long was this before the collislon?
A, I would say mbout ten minutes before the colllslon, sir.

Q. Wnat degree of illumination is there on the flag deck if the masthead light 1s off?

A. There 1s no illumination at all on the flag deck, sir. It was a clear night and it was very
easy to see on the flag deck itself. It was more of a reflected light that came on, and 1t made it
Just that little bit easler to see,

Q. Where are the masthead lights situated in relation to the flag deck?

A. The mest itself is directly behind the flag deck. There are two masthead steaming lights
on the mast. There would be one ambout twelve feet above the flag deck level which comes out on a
spur about four or five feet long. Above this there is also another light which would be about
elght feet from the first light attached to the mast.

Q. Did you actually look up to see them burning that night?
A. No, sir.

@. Is it your belief that they were burning?
A. Yes, sir.

§. Did you see any moonlighting on MELBOURNE that night?
A. Yes, sir. I couldn't say for sure when the moonlighting iteelf was switched on, but I would

say that 1t had been on for a falr while.

Q. What do you mean by fair while? -
A. Well, I haven't any recollection of them being gwitched on, sir, so I couldn't say when 1t

was switched on,

Q. Well, was it on at the time of the collisien?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And when you say it was on, what part of the flag deck was 1lit up by the moonlighting?
A. The whole of the flight deck was 1lit up, sir, except for the way the moonlighting shines,
there 1s a space of about twenty feet forward which 1s not illuminated, It shines difectly on the

catapult launching area,

Q. How much of the flight deck was not lit up, could you tell us?
A. I would say sbout thirty feet - a sectlon which would be sbout thirty feet long starting from

the forward end of the fllight deck.

Q. What light was showlng on the rest of the flight deck? What color?
A. It's a white light, sir.

Q. Where are the lights which Provide thig 11lumination situated?
A. They are also situated on the mast, sir. They are in a square group and they are angled so

that they shine down onto the flight deck.

Q. You said earlier that when you flrst saw EVANS she appeared to be on a reclprocal course.

Could you explain in a little more detall what you meant by that?
A. Well, she mppeared to be steering a couree which would have,....had she continued it, she

would have passed down our starboard side.

Q. How long after you first saw her did she start to turn that you observed?
A. I would say about three to flve minutes, sir.

Q. When she started her turn, could you glve us your estimate of her relative bearlimg from

MELBOURNE?
A. On about the same bearing, sir. 10 degrees on the starboard side.

Q. I direct your attention to the fact that you sald, I believe, that when you first saw the
EVANS on a reciprocal course she was about 300 yards away.
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And you said Just now that she made her turn to starboard in about three to five minutes

after you first saw her.
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, do you find amy inconslstency between those two statements?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Would you llke to explain yourself a little further?
A, With the statement I jJust made the distances and timesg don't colncicde.
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Q. No. Which i1s the better - the best of your recollection in regard to distances and times?

A. Well, sir, the original sighting of EVANS 10 degrees on the starboard bow at about 300
yards aw.y, I consider that a fairly accurate estimate, sir. The time, as I stated before, is
fairly difficult to judge at times.

Q. You don't wish to judge the time that elapsed from when you first sew EVANS to when she
started turning?
A. No, sir,

Q. When the moonlighting is on, 1s the flag deck 1it up to any appreciable extent?
A, Its not actually 1it up, sir, but it throws e bit of a shadow on the flag deck by....When
the lighting is switched on, sir, the moonlighting does illuminate the flag deck to a certain extent.

Q. Are you able to tell the diflerence between light coming on to the flag deck from the moon-
lighting and 1light coming onto the deck from navigational lights?
A. No, sir. Outside of.... The moonlighting would be a bit brighter then the navigetional lights,

sir,

Q. Is it possible that the lighting you had on the flag deck came from the moonlighting, or do
you still think it came from the navigational llghting?

A. It would be possible, sir, but I had thought that the moonlighting was on foe a fair while
before the collision and I can't recall it being swlitched off.
Senior Member: The board has no questions for this witness at this time,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): LTO Sturman, are there any additional matters that you would
like placed before the board that have not been brought out by the questions asked of you?

LTO Sturman: No, sir,
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board roam.

Leading Seaman Lawrence Harper Scott, Royal Australian Navy, was called as & witness by counsel
for the board, was sworn, and examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCOR THE BCARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. What is your full name and rank?
A, Lawrence Harper Scott, Leading Seaman Radar Plot, Royal Australian Navy.

Q. You're a member of the ship's company of HMAS MELBOURNE?
A. I am,

Q. And you were on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you keep a watch that night?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you go on watch?
A. I went on watch at approximately quarter to twelve,

Q. And did you remain on watch until the collision?
A. I remained on wateh until the collision and until 7:00 o'clock in the morning.

Q. Where were you keeping watch?
A, I was keeping the watch as LOPO,

Q. LOPO which stands for?
A. Local Operations Plot Offlcer in fromt of the table.

Q. What are the dutles of the Local Cperations Flot Officer?
A, Supervise the plotting the table and passing out SITREPS to other snipe in company., In
general, keeping the bridge informed of what is going on on the plot itself.

Q. Do you have regard to the PFPI scope in dolng your duties?
A, Yes, I keep an eye on the PFI, looking out for new radar contacts and keeplng a watch on the

ships in company to see that they don't ccme too close.

Q. Now this plot - local operations plot - that you kept, how ig that set up?

4. The scale of the night was 2 miles to the inch, We had Just changed the plot and at the time
we were plotting in the top right hand corner of the plot,

Q. Can you tell us when it was that you changed the plot?
A, At 0307, in the morning.

Q, Was there any particular reason for changing 1t at that stage?
A, Yes; we haed run out of playing area to the aoutheast, go we had to change the plot and move up

to the top of the table as we were travelling in a southwesterly course.
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Q. Could you repeat agailn the answer to tha quastion. Was there any particular reason for
changing the old plot at 03077 This man [reporter] here has to repeat every word you Bsay.

a. Yes, we were running out of playing area on the plot and we had to move up to the north
agaln ‘'so thet we could start again,

Q. Is this gheet of paper the plot that you were keeping until 03077
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Upon an examlnation of this, can you tell us what ships you were plotting until the time this
plot was discontinued?

A. Yes, we were plotting ourselves, EVANS and CLECPATRA, Those two beilng the closest wing ships
of the screen,

_ Q. And if one looks at this plot, does it show the track of EVANS with the name EVANS agalnst
it, likewise for CLEOPATRA, and is MELEOURNE's track the white track which is not specifically marked?
A, Affirmative,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers this LOP in evidence as Exhibit 59. Counsel
offers it with the understanding that when it is photographed the orlglinal may be withdrawn.

Q. It started at 0217L6 and finished at 022007, both Zulu time, ig that correct?
A. That is correct, sir.

Senlor Member: This may be admitted subject to the proviso that the photographs which may be
made from this ghow clearly the data on the item. Then we may substitute photographs.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Yes, sir,

Q. Would you look at thls photograph that is a photo of the local operation plot which was ad-
mitted as Exhibit 5. Is that the plot that you kept lmmedlately after you discontinued that one
we have just seen?

A, Yes, sir., That is the plot,

Q. Where did you commence thils particular plot?
A, At what time?

Q. ¥o, In what part of the plot did the plottipg originally begin?
A. In the top northeastern corner on the plot.

Q. You indicated an area of plotting in the top right-hand corner of the photograph. At some
stage, was the plotting moved to the center of the plot?

A. Yes, sir. After the collision I asked the Operations Room Officer if I could open the scale
of the plot when we started alr search operations so ar to glve us a clearer pleture of what was
golng on in the local scene,

Q. How many minutes plotting is recorded in the area near the top right-hand corner of the
photograph?
A. TIt's eleven minutes.

Q. What shlps were you plotting at that stage?

A. We were plotting CLEQOPATRA and BLACKPOOL at that stage. EVANS had been told to come back to
"Formation ONE" {sic) and when she had been told to do that, we ceased plotting her on the plot, I
was watching her on radar at that time.

Q. Now what partlculsr radar dlspley were you watching her on?
A. I wae watching her on the 978 radar displey. I had switched the scale of the radar to five
miles, so that I could get a closer look at her,

&. Was there any particular reason for having a close view of her as she came uwp to take up

statlon?
A. Yes, elr. Three nights previously....

Q. It was connected with something that hed happened three nights before, was 1it?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Before we continue with that, can you tell us whet the scale was upon which you set up the
plot for the search operation?
A, A half a mile to the inch,

Q. As you watched EVANS, coming down to take up station on the PPI, what did you notlce?
A, When she turned she remained on a steady bearing and this bearing didn't alter at all.

Q. How long, approximately, did ycu have Ber on e steadg bearing on your PPI?
A. I couldn't tell you the exact time about it, sir. We were closing each other terribly fast,

Q. What 1s the normal procedure for the LOF operator to follow when he sees a shlp closing on a
steady bearlng?
A, Inform the bridge.

Q. Did you inform the bridge on thls occeslon?
A. Not on this occasion., The bridge picked it up at the same time as us.

349

BECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIFD
Q. How did it become known to you that the bridge had plcked it up?

A. I heard 1t passed out on Tactical Primary to EVANS, "You are on a collision course.” This
message was repeated agaln,...

Q. All right, just take 1t easy. You heard it passed on Tactlcal Primary. How did you hear it
passed on Tactical Primary in the Operations Roam?
A, It wae plped through on the circuit I was ligtening to a break through CIP primary.

Q. 1I'll ask you that questlon again, Mr, Scott, if you don't mind, How did you hear the message,
"You are on a collision course,” passed over the Tactical Primary Circult?

A, The clreuit I was listening to, CIP Primary, was getting a breakthrough from Tactical Primary.
This had been going on all through the exercise.

Q. You were listening to CIP Primary but you were hearing transmissions on the Tactical Primary,
Is that what you are sayling?
A, That right, sir.

@. And did you hear this Tactical Primary message break through on your circult, once or more
than once?
A. I heard 1t twice.

Did you hear any receipt given for 1t?
No, We cannot hear any recelpts of messages passed on Tactical Primary.

. So you wouldn't know from what you heard whether it was receipted for or not?
No, I wouldn't know, sir.

>0 PO

-

Q. Did you recelve from the brildge any instructions about that message to EVANS?
A, Yes, sir. By the command intercom I was told to pass to EVANS, "You are on a collision course,”
h I did.

Q. Who gave you those insructlons?
A. They come from the bridge, sir. It sounded like the Captain on the command intercom,

Q. You say that having received those instruetions, you passed the message yourself?
A. Yes, sir, I passed it myself,

Q. On what circuit did you pass 1t?
A, I passed i1f on CIP Primary, sir,

@. Did you receive any receipt for that?
A, No, sir. There was no acknowledgment.

@. Would you have been in a poslition to hear a recelpt 1f 1t had been given on the circult on
which you passed it?
A, Yes, sir.

Q@+ I would llke to take you back a step or two, and ask if you could make a drawing of what you
saw of the EVANS on the PPI display - could you do that using the paper and easel over there and this
felt pencil? Before you talk about 1t, Just draw it, if you don't mind.

A, [Witmess 4id as directed.)

Q. Just & moment, before you get to explalning to us, could you write on the bottom "EXH 60" to
stand for Exhibit 602
A, (Witness did as directed.)

Q. Now standing a llttle to one slde and btack, what does that line running from the center

across represent?
A, Ship's head, sir,

Q. ©Shkip's head in the centér, yes. And the line running from the center toward lthe perimeter,

what Joes that represent?
A, That is the ship's heading at the time, 260, (The witness pointed out the position of

the KYES, LARSON, BLACKPOOL, and CLEOPATRA, )

Q. You have "E" for?
A, EVAIS, sir,

Q. And in which direction 1s that echo pointing?
A. You can't tell what direction the echo 1s polnting by the echo itself. But it was closlng

along that line, sir, .

Q. It was closing along that line?
A. It was closing along that line, sir,

Q. That marker that you have drawn in, I think that you sald that represented 260, the ship's

head?
A, That's correct, sir.

Q. Could you write along the top of it “260", please?
A, ({Witness did as directed.)
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Q. What was the approximate range, using the gtrobe, 1f you did, when you first saw EVANS
steady on thet bearing?
A, 1.4 miles, sir.

Q. Are you able to tell us the extent to which the range became reduced as you kept on
watching 1t?
A. It reduced very rapidly, sir,

@. What was the range when you iast saw a distinet discernable echo from EVANS?
A. Approximately a half a cable, sir,

Q. Approximately a half a cable, which 1s a hundred yards?
A. Yes, gir,

Q. Could you see any indication of EVANS' wake on the radar?
A, No, sir, Not at this time.

Q. At any time?
A. Not at any time, sir, We had been plcking up ships' wekes all night, but this time we

i1d not see any wake at all,

Q. What was the scale upon.which this display was being shown?
A, Five miles, sir. Five mlles from the center to the outer edge.

Q. Had that scale been changed by you at any time?
A, Orlglnally, we were watching it on 20 miles to the inch (sic). When EVANS starting coming
back on this maneuver, I changed it to the 5 mile scale and started watching it.

@. Was the scale further changed by you before the collision or did it remain as you have
described 1t?
A. It remained at five miles, sir.

.

Q. You say that when you first observed EVANS on a steady bearing, the range which you read
off was about 1.4 miles. Are you able to relate that in time to the mament wvhen you first heard,
"You are on a collision course” being transmitted on the Primary Tactical Circuilt?

A. No, sir. Everything happened very quickly,

Q. Was 1t before or after? Did you see it before you heard the slgnal?
A. It was shortly before we heard the signal, sir.

3. DBut you don't know how long before?
A. No icdea, sir.

Senior member: I have a question.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senlor member:

Q. If you measured the 1.4 mile range prior to first hearding the signal, "You are on a
collislon course” could you explain what it is that prompted you to measure the range?

A. When you are finding out where she would be, you would normally take the bearing and the
range. I was followlng....

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Would you Just repeat that last answer, please,
A, When you take the range and bearing of a ship, you always read off the range on the
strobe. I was dolng this for a particular reason,

-

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board {CLR Glass):

Q. And that particular reason I think you sald was connected with another earlier occurrence,

is that right? .
A, That 1s right, sir.

Q. Which happened how long before?
A. Three nights before, sir.

Q. The way you have drawn the plan, EVARE' bearing is right on the cursor showing the ships
course, does that accurately reproduce what you saw that night?
A. That's exactly what I saw that night, eir,

Q. Did 1t change in any way as you watched it up to the time of the collision?
A. The only change was the distance which was closing very rapidly, She did not alter her

bearing at all.
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Q. Did you hear any other messages breaking through to the CIP circuit additional to the

"You are on a collision course’?

A.. T can't say at the time, sir, Thinge were bappening pretty rapldly in the Ops Room at the
time - trying to get through to EVANS ourselves; trying to tell her that ghe was on a collision
course, There could have been other signals being sent while I was passing out my own signel,

If there were, I would not have heard them.

Q. Whet was the mext thing that you became aware of?
A, We hit, sir,

Q. Did you hear anything in the ship before the collision?
A. Yes, sir., T heard down the volce pipe the sound of the giren sounding two blasts, also

I heard a plpe being wade, "Hands to collision stations”.

Q. Did you observe the ship's heading at the time of the collision on & gyro strip repeater

or anything like that?
A, No, =sir.

Q. Did you observe the time of the collision on any clock in the Ops Room?
A. Yes, sir, after the collision I took the time on the clock and it was 0317.

Q. And how long after the collision did you note that?
A. Tt would have been seconds after.

Q. Do you think that you correctly observed that time or do you think that you may have made

an error?
A. I could have made an error, sir, When we look at the clock we-ere looking at an angle

ani it can glve you & parsllax error.

§. It may have been & parallax error then?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. The next thing I suppose is when you shifted the plot as you have already described,

Who was in the Ops Room when that was done?
A. There was my plotter behind the table; there was Lieutenant Commander Mooney, “+he Operations

Room Officer on watchj Chief Petty Brennan, who 1s the Assistant Operations Room Officer;
Lieutenant Commander Arundel, who is the Duty Staff Gfficer; Lieutenant Coulson the Alr Operations
Officer; Petty Officer Lindsey who is Air Operations Assistant; there's the GOPO at the time,

Able Seaman Mitchell, who was on his table; there's my CIP plotter Able Seaman Pickering.

Q. What scale did you use for the plot of the search?
A. Half a mile to the Inch.

Q. What ships did you plot?
A. We plotted the ships that came back to join us, which were KYES, LARSON, BLACKPOOL and

CLECPATRA,

Q. Do you recognize in this photograph & copy of the plot.... I'1ll withdraw that., What is

that a photograph of - this Exhibit 6 which I show you?
A. Tis is a photo of the search, thls was carried out while we were on watch., It was after

VAMPIRE secured and rejolned from the northeast.

Q. Now this parallax error that you think you may have made at the time when noting thé
time of the collision, would that apply to other times you noted on the LOP?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Had you made any contact with EVANS on the CIP primary before the message that you

mentioned?
A. No, sir. There wasn't very much being pasaed out on the circult at all.

g

Q. What was the general quality of the reception on the CIP primary?
A. It was falrly good, sir, but Americen ships seemed slower in answering than the other

ships,

Q. Had you before tried to paess....Sorry, withdrew that, How many times did you try to pass

the colligion meesage on the CIP primary, or was it only once?
A. Only once, I think, sir. I could have used the "I say agelin” method, but I'm not too

sure at the time,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Is that m convenient time for a recess?
Senior member: We will have & brlef recess.

The board recessed 1116 hours, 23 June 1969.

552 DECLASSIFIED



BECLASSIFIED

The board reconvensd et 1130 hours, 23 June 1969,

A1l persons connected with the hnard, who were present when the bnard adjourned, were again
present. -

T wineel for the Board (CDR “lass): The board has reconvened in open ression. Persons who

may be called as witnesses are acked to retire.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Question: by coungel for the ho.r. 'CLR Glass{Cont'd)).
%+ Iow Leading Seaman Scott, who had the job of recording the times on the plotting of the

LOP.
a. The Plotter, sir, who is normally behind the table. He was at that time.

and being behind the tabt's, where 1s he placed in relation to the clock?
A He has got to look across the ploc, sir. The plot was here and he would be standing
lere. He would have to look across the plot and the clock would be over there.

d. Is he looking directly at it, or from the left or from the right of {t?
A, Tt would be on his right hand side, sir.

Q. How much deviation {s there?
A. An angle of about 45 degrees, sir,

Q. Did you make any transmissions on the CIP Primary Circuit after the collision?

A. Yes, sir. The bridge toId me to inform the other ships that we had had a collision
with EVANS and for them to rejoin us and help in conducting a search for survivora. Also, when
the ships had rejoined. I was told to transmit to them to send back to us the names, rates of
any survivors or bodies they picked up. None of the ships recovered any survivors, as far as
we knew.

Q. Can you tell us what length of experience you have had as an LOP Officer?
A. Since 1963, when I qualified as 8n RP2 under the old Australian naval system. Ewerytime
I've b=en at gea it's been my job as the LOPO.

Q. And in what ships have you been to sea, since 19637
A. M4AS DERWENT, I was on her for three years. I had a twelve month break, Where I was at
Leeuwin for a while and also on the JEPARIT, which is & merchant ship supplying Australian Troops
in Vietnam. I spent eleven months on her, and when I finished my tour of duty on her I went
back to Lecuwin for approxi ately two monthe for my leave and rejoined the MELBOURNE in October

1668,

Q- And during your time in DERWENT and JEPARIT did you keep a local operations plot of the

same kind as you kept in MELBOURNE?
"A. On the DERWENT we kept the local operations plot. On the JEPARIT, it is a merchant

navy ship - they don't run eny plots,

Q. TIn DERWENT did you have a radar similsr te the one you had on MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was it your Job to watch it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you have in the wey of radsr in JEPARIT?
A. They have only one radar set, sir, and it waan't our duty to watch it at all, It was

manned by the merchant navy officers themselves.

Q. When you heard Amerieéan ahips transmitting on the CIP Primary, did you have any difficulty

understanding thoge transmissions?
A. Occasionally, sir, we would have to ask for them to, "Say again,' but that i3 normat

even when operating with ourselves.

Q. S0 there was no difference, in your opinion, as regards receipt of messages from American

ships on the CIP Primary?
A. The only problem we had with the American ships, sir, was getting them to answer atraight

awsy. There seempd to be & time lag somewhere in their answering us.

Q. Did you notice whether they had any difficulty in understanding your transmigsions on

that circuice?
A. We were not asked to, "Say again'' very often, air, a0 I don't think they had difficulty

in understanding us. We had been told beforehand to speak slower so that the other ships could-
understand us.

Senfor Member: The board has no further questions of this witness.
Counpsel for the board: Lesding Sesman Scott, you have the privilege of making any further

statement relating to the subject matter of this inquiry if you think it should be placed on record
and it has not yet been brought out by questiéning. Is there anything further you wish to state?

Witness: WNo, sir.
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Lieutenant Peter Kenneth Coulson, Royal Australism Favy wee called s a witness by counsel
for the board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

The witnans wes duly werned cencerning hie testimeny and withdrew.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

¢. Lieutenant Coulson, you have been called as a witness bafore this board which is
fnquiring inte the circumstances surrounding the collision of PMAS MELBOURKE and USS FRANK E.
EVANS, It's understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in its investigation.
Under Australisn law you are warned that you may refuss to answer any question, the answer to
which may tend to expose you to & penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the
objection and for the board to decide whether you are to answer the question or not. Do you
understand all that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you please state, clearly and loudly, your full name and rank?
A. Peter Keuneth Coulson, Lieutenant.

Q. And you were attached to HYAS MELBOURNE on the night of the 9nd and 3rd of June, were
you not
A. Yes, oir.

Q. And what was your particular classification as far as duties?
A. I'm the Assistant Air Operations Officer, and 1 was Duty Air Operations Officer that

night.

Q. And vwhen did you come on watch that night?
A. At 0300.

Q. Where did you stand your watch as Duty Alr Operations Officer?
A In the Operations Room.

Q. How shortly after you came on watch at 0300, did you hear any massages being repeated

in the Ops Room? . .
A. There was quite a lot going on. At that stage I was mainly concerned with getting

myself oriented. The only actual message 1 heard over the radio was on TACPRI from MELBOURNE
to EVANS saying that she was on a collision courae.

Q. How did you hear this?
A. The Fleet Logger sits about 6 feet from me, and it came through over his section of the

{ntercom. It obviously was spoken loudly and it was the omnly one I heard.

Q. Were you able to fix the time you heard that?
A. By going back on it, it was approximately 0311.

Q. You fixed that by going back from what?
A. From the collision time.

Q. That was a time you noted, was it?

A. Yes, air.

Q. Where did you note it from?

A. The Operations Room clock.

Q. And according to your observation, what did the Operations Room clock show st the time

of the colliaion?
A. 0313,

Q. Well now, before the collision, what else do you recall happening?
A. Well, tha only other thing that stands out in my mind was just after the TACFRI message,

was MELBOURNR's two blasts on the siren when we turned to port.

Q. Did you see anything - any indicator in the Ops Room which showed that you were turning
to port
A. The Compass Bepeater.

Q. Ie that a gyro strip repeater?
A, A gyro stxip repeater.

. A linear indicator?
. Yes, sir.

Q

A

Q. Whars is that situated?

A. On the bulkhsad sbout 6 feet from ware I sit.

Q. And what ship's hesd vas {t ahowing whan you first looked at 1et
A. I never looked at it until after tha ecllision. About. 30 seconds after that it was veading

1%0.
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Q. Well, just to make sure we have that right. You fizst looked at it after the collision

had taken place?
A&. Yes, sir.

Q. Within what period of time?
A. 30 seconds.

Q. and it was then showing the ship's head at what point?
A. 190,

Q. Coming back to your earlier statement. When you read off the ' me of the collision, were
you using the clock which is used hy LOP Plotters or a different clock?
A. No, the same clock.

}. Are there any other matters, relating to the time batween your arrival on watch and the
time of collision, upon which you have an observation and recollection?

A. Not really, sir. The air operations section of the Operations Room ia in a corner away
from where the rest of the organication is run.

Q. Now with respect to the message you heard, ''You are on & collision course,” can you tell

vs again, how did you hear {t?
A. From the TACPRI Logger - the Fleet Staff's TO. He'a about six feet away from me, and

I hesrd it through his earphone.

Q. What was it you heard through hia asrphones, A transmission by him or by someone else?
A. A transmisgion from our ship - from the bridge.

Q. And that transmission from the bridge, did you hear it through the earphones of the
Tactical Primary Operator {n the Ops Room?
A. That's right.

Q. When you saw the gyro strip repeater showing 190, was it gteady there or was it moving?
4. It was still moving slowly.

Q. In which direction?
A. To port or decreasing.

Q. Did you continue to watch it until it steadied or not,
A. No, sir. I was too busy organizing some helicopters.

Q. That was the job that you undertook immediately after the collision, wasn't 1t?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Where was it you went to undertake those duties?
A. FProm the Opas Room, sir.

Q. Could you tell us what you did in that connection?
.A. Pirst of all, we instructed the helos on the screen to return to the ship, and to get

as many SAR helos and air crews available as poseible.

. And just to continue with that after collision work - we might come back later to
the pre-collision phase, How long did you continue doing those duties?
A. Except for breaks for meals, all the way up until the time the gearch was finished with

at 1815,

Q. Can you give us a general conspectus of what happened between the time you started this
until 1815 when it was discontinued?

A. Yes, sir. At the time of the colliaion, we had two WESSEX airborne on the screen. These
were immediately recalled and they remained airborne until anothar 2 helos were sirborne. Ore of
the helos landed immediately to drop aircrew, another shortly after that, Basically, from the
time of the collision we had 2 airbornme. At 0334 we had 3 airborne but at 0359 one of these
was recovered. Basically, from four o'clock onwards there were 6 helos in the search area, 3
from MELBOURNE and 3 from KEARSARGE. They were operating in 60 degree sectors within half a mile
of the datum position. From 0400 until 0530, 4 of them were sesrching in 90 degree sectors within
half mile of the datum and 2 in 180 degree sector cutside. At 0530 'we got some additional
sircraft from KEARSARGE. That gave us 8 in the area. S5ix of these were placed in 60 degree
sectors, aearching an area one half mile to five miles from the datum and 2 aesrching within 2
half & mile of the datum. At the same time, we had one P3, which had been on task, searching
outaide of five miles. Ha remained on task until 0854, Those were the halos. At 0640 omwmrds
we were reduced to four helos, we were searching in 90 degree sectors to a depth of five miles.
This continued until 1055, when the search area was expanded to 10 miles from the datum, Basically,
from 0640 until 1815, there were always 4 heloe on task. There was a stage during the esrlier
period when other helos were being used for transferring survivors and doctors around the fleet,

Q. Coming back to the pre-collision position, Lisutenant. 1 think you have already aaid
that the plotters, that's the LOP Officer and his radar plotter, were both using the ssme clock
from which you resd off the time the collision occurred. Is that right?

A. That's right, sir.

Q. What clock is used by the Tactical Operator in the Ops Room!?
A. The same clock, sir. There 1is only ons ¢lock in the Ops Room.
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Q. You have slso said earlier that you worksd out thet the signal, "You are om a gollision
course," was at 0311, working back from the time of collision. Do you recall that?

A. Yes, nir.

Q. .Nou by what procese of reasoning do you work back in that wvay?
A. Well, it was just the only time that I had noted - the time of the collision. I hadn't
taken any notice of the time I heard the signal, but it sppeared to be a time difference of about

2 minutes.

Q. 1t appeared that there was ibout 2 minutes batween them?
A, Yes, sir.

That 18 an estimate on your part?

Q.
A. That is my estimate, sir.

}. Are you able to tell us whether the records, if there are any, or the recollections of
the nele dispositions, from 0300 to the time of collision, would be accruate enough for a

reconstruction of the location or movement of the helos during that period?
A. T couldn't answer that question, sir. 1 didn't see the observers documents when they

returned, bui they should be able to give a reasonable eatimate of where they were in their
screening, sir.

Q. This is from their recollection?
A. They keesp a log during their flights.

Q. And where would those logs be now?
A. The Commanding Officer of 817 Squadron is here now, sir. Whether he's got them with
him, I couldn’t say. If not, though, they should be on board the ship.

Q. What's his name?
A. Lieutenant Commander Rogers.

Q. Did you at any time hear the LTO or TO in the Ops Room report signals from EVANS that
her rudder was hard right and from MELBOURNE her rudder was hard left? .
A. VNo, sir, .

Q. And how many times did you heer the signal, "You are on a collisien course," tranamitted
by anyone?
A, Only once, sir.

Q. 1If 2 transmission was made on the CIP Primary Circuit, would you hear 1t?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you remain in the same position in the Ops Room throughout your pericd there or did

you move around?
A. Mo, I remained in the chair at all times, sfr. In the Air Ops chaiz which is in a

corner of the Ops Room.

Counsel fbr the board {CDR Glass): Counsel hes no further questions.
Senior Member: Board has no further questions.

tounsel for the boerd (COR Glass): Lieutenant Coulson is there any particular statement you
wish to make in sddition to what you have already ssid in relation to the subject matter of this

inquiry.
Witness: No, sir.

The witnegs was duly warned concerning his testimony, and withdrew from the boardroom.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 1It's been called to my attention that I have not nffered
into evidence Exhibit 60, may I do that now?

Senior Member: Yes, of course. 1Tt fa duly accepted.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): May we have permission, in’ that case, to substitute
photographs of the original exhibit for the record? i

Senior Member: Permission granted.

Able Seaman Radar Plotter Christopher M. Mitchell, was called as a witeess by counsel for
the board, was duly sworn and tesitified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BUARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Able Seaman Mitchell, you have been called as a witness before this board which is inquiring
into the circumetances surrounding the collision of RMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E EVANS because
1t's understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in it's investigation. Under
Australian law you are warned that you may refuse to answer sny question, the answer to which may
tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture, It will be for you to raise the objection and for
tha board to decide wvhether you are to anewer the question or not. Do you understand that?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. -Stats wour full mewme and rank?
A, Able Sesman Radar Plotter Christopher M, Mitchell.

Q. You were a member of the ship's company of HMAS MELBOURNE at the time of the colliaton,
and were you atanding watch at the time the collision took place?
A, Ves, air. I was in the Ops Room.

¥+ Carrying out what duties?
A. General Operations Plot Officer.

Y. And when had you come on vatch?
A. 0100.

Q. And can you identify this (holding document) as the general operationa plot which you
kept during that watch?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now when did that plot commence?

A. It wes changed just before I came on watch, sir.

Q. According to what it shows, it was begun at what time?

A. At 1700 zULU.

Q. That's midnight GOLF time, 19 1t not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And it continued to be kept until what time?

A. Until 0315 GOLF - day three.

Q. And i{a that time 0315 GOLF written by you?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. And what was that time intended to denote?

A. That was the time of the actual collision, sir. -
Q. Does this plot show anything other than the track of the HMAS MELBOURNE?
A. Just small contacts we had in by signal.

Q. Small contacts you had in the signal?

A, Yes.

Q. Does it show the tracks of eny other ships in company?
A. Yes, our course here sstern of the EVANS and 4n approximate position where the destroyer

was,

Q. When you indicate the EVANS coming along hare, what are you referring to?
A. On this spot here, sir (referring to the plot) we only keep our own track.

Q. You only keep your own track. Well, that 1s what T wanted to ask jou. You plot only

the track of MELBOURNE, is that right?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counael would like this entered as Exhibit 61,

Q. On what scale is thias plot kept?
A. That plot was kept at 5 miles to the ineh, sir.

Senior Member: Thias may be admitted counsel. I suggest the witness might wish to review
hi{s answer witia respect to the scale.

Q. After again looking at this plot, do you wish to correct your estimate of the acale of

it?
A. Yes, gir. It's a ten mile ascales.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): May we also be permitted to substitute photographs in
the record of this exhibit?

Senior Member: You certainly may.

Q. Now, Able Seaman Mitchall, can you tell us what you heard in the Ops Room being said and
reported by persons during the period of 15 minutes or so bafore the collision?

A. Approximately 10 minutes past three, tha Tactical Opsrator in the Ops Room ssid that the
UBS EVANS was going to take station 1000 yarde astern of us. A couple minutea later they came
and told the Ops Room Officer and the Duty Staff Officer in the Ops BRoom that EVANS was on a
zellision course. This was repeated again...,

Q. By whom?
A. Repeated again by the Tactfcal Operator.

Q. You mean he repeated it to people In the Ops Room or he repeated it over the air?
A. FHe repeated it to people in the Ops Room. And then, shortly thereafter, there was a
blast from the sire:n.
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Uid you then or at any later stage look at the ship's gyro atrip repeater in the Ops

1 had & look at it, sir, and all I saw waas that the strip was turning to port.

What was the ships heading when you saw it?
We were just turning, sir. It was clicking over, so I couldn't aay.

Did you, at any stage, read off a ships heading?
No, sir.

What was the next thing you recall happening?
There was a large jolt.

And did you note the time at which that oecurred?
At 15 minutes past three, sir.

And where did you read aff that time?
That time was taken off the clock which is in the Ops Room.

Ihe one and only clock in the Operations Room?
Yes, sir.

When you read it off, vhere were you standing in relation to 1t?
I was about 10 feet away. The chief in the Ops Room told me the time. T asked the
the Ops room, and he told me the time and I looked myself to make sure.

Cruld you go over that againm. The chief told you the time, who do you mean by the chief?
There's a chief on watch in the Ops Room as well, sir.

what did he say to you?
He =afd, "Mark the plot, the time of the collisfon...,"

Yes.
Then he told me the time and I checked 1t from the clock. It sald fifteen padt three.

When you checked it, you said you were 10 feet away from {t. Were you directly in fromt
to the left or right?
1 was to the left of the clock, sir.

Jow much to the left?
About five feet, to the left and about 10 feet away from it,

Tid you see the gyro strip repeater at the time of the impact?
do, sir.

i vou make any transmissions on the CIP Secondary Circuit?
Ves, sir,

what did you send? éz‘x?(y
T was told by the Ops Room Officer and the Staff Officer to pass a message to

205 TANDIRE and USS KEARSARGE regarding what had happened,

<-

2

Did you 2o that?
Yes, sir.

now in relation to the General Operations Plot which you kept. Who gives you the

{nfarmation as to latltude and longituce which you use for {t?

A

L

we ucually have a chart, sir. We usually draw s chart on a plece of paper....

V'here do you et the position in order to start the chart from?
we have the navigator give us a2 position to start from,

And you weren't there wher this particular one was started, were you?
Lo, sir.

Is that the normal practice - to get lstitude and longitude information from the

Lavigator or somenne under him before the plot is begun?

A.
9.
A,
.'&.
Al
Q.

course.
Al

Yes, sir.

And is it checked at any stage during the continuance of the plot?
Yen, sir. When the navigator takes hig fixes.

What does he do?
He comes down to the Ops Room and he helps us reslign the table to matclh that time fix.

You told us that you hesrd in the Ops Room a signal mention that EVANS was on & collision
Did you hear any other signals mentioned or transmitted?
No, sir.

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The counsel has no further questions.
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Senifor Member: The board has no questions of this witness.

Counsel for the board: You have the Tight to make a further statement concerning any matter
related to the subject matter of this inquiry which you think should be placed on record, but has

not vet been brought out by questioning. Ia there anything you wish to add?
A, No, air. )

The witness fs duly warned regarding his teatimony and withdrew from the boardroom.

Senior Member: Thank you Able Seaman Mitechell, T particularly admire the loud clear voice
which you gave your tegtimony in.

witness: Thank you, sir.
Senior Member: The board will recess uneil 1340.

The Toard recessed at 1210 hours, 2?3 June 1969.
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The board reconvened at 1345 hours, 23 June 1969 BEELQSS’F’ED

Senior Member: The hearing ia open.
All persoms connected with the board, who were present when the board recessed, were again present.

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing. Anyone who expects to be called as a witnass
should withdraw.

Leading Seaman Quartermaster Gunner Ronald Arthur Sheather, Royal Australisn Navy, was called
as a witness by counsel for the board, was duly sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for cthe board:

Q. You have been called as a witness for this board of investigation which is inquiring into
the circumstances asurrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and US5 FRANK E. EVANS, because it is
underastood that you have evidence which nay aseist the board in its investigation. Under Australian
lav it is necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any queation the snswer to which may tend to
expose you to a penalty or forfeirure. It will be for you to raise the cbjection and tor the
board to decide whether you must answer the question or not. Do you understend vhat I have said?

A. Yes, I understmnd.

Q. Would you state your full pname?
A. My name is Ronald Arthur Sheather. I am a leading Seaman Quartermaster Guaner in the RAN.

Q. And vhat is your present duty?
A. My duty aboard HMAS MELBOURNE is as Quartermaster.

1 see. And was that your duty also on the 2nd and 3rd of June 19697
That was my duty at the time of collision. .

> 0O

And how long have you been in the Navy?
. Almost nine years.

> 0O

And have you performed duties as Quartermaster for that period ?
Off and on I have. 1 have done approximately 150 to 200 hours on the wheel.

» L

Q. And vhen did you report to HMAS MELBOURNE?
A, This is my second time om HMAS MELBOURNE. 1 stayed for almost three years on her about 5 years
ago, and I joined her this time in October last year.,

During your previous time om board, did you aldo serve as a Quartermaster helmsmen.
No, I did not. Not on the previous time abowrd the MELBOURNE.

> 0

Q. And have you served as such since October of 68 = ga helmsmar?
A. Yes, I hava, sir.

Q. Were you assigned to a watch on the early morning of the 3rd of June?

A. T was assigned to the morning watch and should have taken over my watch at 0350. But due
to the fact that I couldn't sleep, I went up and relieved my opposite number early. I relieved
him at approximately 0305.

Q. Do you recall the course that the ship was on at that time?
A. When I took over the watch, the course was 190,

Q. And do you recall the speed?
A, The revolutions showing on the rsvolution counter was 154, snd both engine telegraphs were

showing half ahead.

Q. Do you imow what that would equal in knots?
A, It's almost 9 revolutions to a kmot, so it would be ir the vicinity of 18 knots,

Q. After you relieved the watch at 0305, do you recall any chamges in either course or spesd?
A. There was a change in course at approximately 0310. We altered course to starboard and came

around to course 260,

Q. And do you recall how much rudder you used in that change?
A. We used 20 degrees of starboard wheel to come around, end once we were spproaching that
heading we put 10 degrees of opposite wheal on to check the movemant of the ship.

Q. Do you recall, approximately, what time you steadied up on that course?
A. At approximately at 0312 the report was givem to the bridge that wa ware on course 260.

Q. And vho was on the wheel at that time?
A. Ordinary Seaman Nesbitt was on the vheel at the time. He was under instruction on the

wheel; 1 was actually supervising him,

Q. The timess you have given, did you observe the clocks at those times or are they estimates?

A. Aoy times in wy testimony are based on the fact that after collision and everything had
stopped, I looked at the clock in the wheelhouse and the time was 0317, I cen't be actually
positive of the times, but to the bast of my knowledge they are approximete.
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Q. After steadying up on 260, what is the next event that you recollecc?

A. The next event in the wheelhouse was the order "Port 35", coming down from the bridge.
When this order was given, 1 was standin: in front of the steering pedestal, 1 heard the corder
and sensed somthing was wrong and moved from in front of the steering pedestal to a postion’
fust left of the helmsman. The helmsman had approximately 30 degrees of wheel already applied
- of port vheel ~ and the order came from the bridge for the Quartermaster to go om the wheel.

1 immediately took over the wheel and applied the last 5 degrees of port wheel to put it afound
to fort 35 £.d reported to the bridge that the Quartermaster was on the wheel and 35 degreas of
port wheel had been applied.

Q. Hou long a time had elapsed between the time you reported steady om 260 until you heard the
order '"'Port 35"?

A, I can't be abso utely sure of that, but 1 feel possibly a minute or a minute and a half.
It might have been 2 mi -2tes, but it is purely supposition on wy part because I can't be
quite sure.

Q. You indicated orders were coming from the bridge. Where is the wheelhouse in relscion to
the bridge?
A, It is in the next section forward and three decks down.

Q. And how are your communications with the bridge carried on?
A. At this point and early on.... From the begining of the exercise until after the collision
we were using voice plpe communicatiocns,

Q. And over those voice pipe communications, did you hear any wheel order prior to the "Port 315"

order?
A. Thie was after we steadied?

Q. Steadied om 20607
A. No, sir. I did not,

Q. That was the one and only wheel order you heard at that time?
A, The only order that reached the wheelhouse.

Q. After you had reported."Quartermaster on the vheel” and '35 degrees left tudder": what was the

next event that you recall?
A. 1 recall hearing two blasts on our siran and also the pipe."all hands to collisiom stations''.

I am not sure in .y own mind which of these two things 1 heard first. It could have been the
collision stations - hands to collision stations before two blasta of the siren.

3. .nd how long was it between the time of the order, "Port 35, and the two blasts?

4. T can't be sure of that either, sir. I am not quite sure in my own mind and 1 wouldn't
even like to guess at it. I had an Ordinary Seaman on ome Telegraph and - plus being on the
wheel - T was supervising action in the wheelhouse and the sound of the siren came out clear, but
I was more or less engrossed in what was going on in the wheelhouse and making sure everythfng was
being done properly rather then paying attention to things outaide the wheelhouse.

Q. 1f you can't answe- this question, say so. But did it occur prior to the time you took the
wheel cr afrer the time you took the wheel?
A. It was after the time I took the wheel, sir.

3. Fcllowing the two blasts and the hands to collision stations piped, what was the next
vicurrence?
3. The next ocsurrer:e was the order from the bridge "Stop both engines”

4. And was that erder exacuted?
A. The order was acknowledged by wheelhouse crew and passed down to the engine room, who in
turn acknowledged it. 1 reported to the bridge that both engines were stopped on the repeater.

3. How was it passed to the enginz room?
A, 3By the Engine Room Telegraph.

4. And who was operating that?
A. Ordinary Seaman Nesbitt was operating the port telegraph and Able Seaman Hunt was operating

the starboard telegraph,

.J. Were there any subsequent orders received from the bridge?.

A. After we stopped both engines, sir, and to the point I reported that both engines had been
atopped, the actual zollision occured and in almost the same instant 1 got the order from the bridge
"Full astern both engines”.

. And did you note the heading of the ship at that time?
A, No, sir. I didn'c,

Q. Did you noteit at any time that you can relate?
A, Nc, sir,

Had you noted it anytime betwen the time you put the rudder at 35 degrees port and the time

Q.
of collisjon?
A. No, sir. Not specifically. No,
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.. And how long a time were -he engines left at full astern?
A, In my estimation it was about a minute, sir. It might have been more,
ix

Q. And vhat was the order following that? BESU!SS; ,£D
Mt N}

A. Stop both engines.

Q. Were any further pipes given?

A. There was a pipe just after the collision and Just after the order was received in the
engine room to put both engines full asters, I heard the pipe, "Hands to emergency stations',
I alsc heard a pipe immediately following, "Hands to emergency statione" - "Away all boats,
launch all liferafts and lifeboats".

Y. Now, you indicated that at sometime during this period, comewnication with the bridge
was shifted from the voice pipe. Is that correct?
A. During the period that the engines were astern, air, full asteru.

Q. And what was the resson that you has used the voice pipe prior to that time?
A. T don't know, sir. We had been using the voice pipe for the full exercise. Possibly for

exercise purposes, but I can't say myself,

Q. TIs that normal or do you normally use some other means of communications?
A, During normal ateaming, sir, we use the conning intercom.

Q. 4and did you shift to that at any stage of the proceedings ?
A, When I got the order from the bridge to tranefer, that we would now be using the conning
intercom, all orders thereafter were relaysd by this means.

. And at what point did you receive that order?
While the engines were both full astern.

> O

Q. And is that an electrical means of passing the signals to you from the bridge?
A, Yes, eir.

Is it a squawkebox type of arrangement or are there phones on that circuit?
It's a squawk-box type of arrangement, sir. . .

Q. Can you recall - or could you recognize the voice who gave the order '"Port 35",
A. No, sir, I couldn't.

Q. Could you recognize the voice who gave the order "Quartermaster on the wheel™?
A. No, sir.

Q. Could you recognize the voice of anyone - of who gave any of the orders?
A. No, not specifically, sir. I couldn't.

Q. Did you know who was on watch on the bridge during this period?
A. T knew LT Lamb had been the Officer of the Watch for the middle watch., T didn't know the

Captain was on the br.dge, but I lnew LT Lamb was.

Q. Did you receognize LT Lamb'e voice at anytime?
A. No, sir,

Q. Although you did not note the ship's head st either the time of impact or thereafter, did
you note whether the ship had resnonded to the wheel, order "Port 357"

A. Yes, sir. The ship had responded. I couldn't estimate how much, but we had started our
swing and we were coming arcund. However, I couldn't say to what, approximately, our heading was at

the time of collieicn.

Q. 1Is it powssible for you to see from the wheelhouse the events occurring ahead of the ship?

A, No, sir. 1It's pot. I did hear the forward and after section of EVANS scraping down the
ship's side from the voice pipa2s coming from the emergency conning positions, but other than that
we had no indication of what was going on.

Q. Do you know whether the atation that is lmown in the Americam Navy as after steering or I
guess it's....

Senior Mamber: Tiller flat.

Q. Tiller flat in the Australian Navy, was manned during this period?
A. Not during the period of the collison, eir. It would have been msmned at emergency stations.

The Quartermaster who is longest off watch would have manned the after steering positiom,

Q. And upon sounding, "Hands to emargency stationa", what did you do?

A. 1 stayed on the wheel. We still had 35 degrees port wheal on right through the whole
proceedings, sir., I stayed on the wheel until 18 ox 19 minutes past 3. Petty Officer Phillips,
who is the Chief Quartermaster on board came and relieved me on the whael and ordered me teo go
down to the port seaboat position, muster the watch on deck and help do anything I cauld dowm
there. Petty Officer Phillips, in fact,had been Peatty Officar of the Watch on Deck at the time
of the collision and he had to leave one station teo go to the other,

Q. 1as his emergency station on the wheel?
A, It was ou the vheel. Yes, sir,
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Q. Are you normally in the wheelhouse for underway replenishment?

A. We work a system, sir, vhers the Chief Quartermaster takes the wvheel. We call this Special
Sea Dutyman, and the Chief Quartermaster takes the wheel. And there are four wuartermasters who are
in four watches. And the quartermaster longest off watch takes over the after stesring position.
The quartermaster actually on watch and the quartarmaster second longest off watch take over duties
as telegraphmen with the Chief Quartermaster in the wheslhouse, to make an experienced crew in the

wheelhouse.

Q. Were you in the wheelhouse when the underway replenishment took pPlace on the ind of kme -

the afternoon prior to the collision?
A. I'm not sure, sir. What time was that replenishment, sir?

In the middle of the aftermoon. I'm sorry....

Q.

A. I tiink I might have been in the after steering posttion, sfr, at the time.

Q. I Lelleve it started about 0700 on the 2nd and went on for some hours.

A. I think I would have been in the after stearing position, sir,

4. Can you recall the approximate time that elapsed between the application of the port uhu_l

and the time of the collision?
A. I would only be approximate, sir, but it would be aomewhere between a minute and 2 minute

and a half, possibly,

Q. And you have testified to ceft.in events by time. Which is the time you fixed by looking
at the clock? Did you look at the clock at eny time during this period?
A. At 0317 I looked at the clock, sir.

& And vhat had occurred at that time?
A. The engines had just been atopped for the second time - just coming back from them being

full astemrn. We had just stopped the smgines and it had been reported to the bridge that both
engines were stopped, and then I had time to loock around becmuse the clock te behind me. I had

to look around and see what time it was.

J. And I understand that you recall that waas approximately a minute after the collision. 1s

that correct?
A. 1 would say that's right, sir. : ) -

Q. Hew lewy does it take the rudder to go from amidehips to "Port 3071
A. The whew] fe rather a stiff wheel, sir, but with practice we learned to throw our whole weight

behind it to move it around possibly hetween 5 and 7 seconds, possibly, =ir.

Q. How long to go from"Port 30 to "Port 35"7
A. Itwould only be another half turn of the wvheel, oir. Ewould be a split second.

Q. Now you hiave spoken of getting the wheel over, does the rudder follow along at the same time

or does it catch up with the wheel indicator?

A. Well, it would take a certain amount of time. How much time, I'm not qualified to say. But
it's run on a hydraulic syatem and it would take a certain swount of time for the hydratalics to get
down to the tiller flat and operate the rudder. But how long, I really couldn't say, sfr.

v
Q. And so.yow testimony im that it takes from 5 to 7 seconds to put the actual wheel you have

in your hanc to that indicated position, ie that correct?
A, Yesa, oir,

Q. And the rudder itself would follow along after that, is that correct?
A. Yes, air, but it would be almost instantanecus, I should imagine.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Quentions by the senior member:

Q. Is there an indicator which shows the actual nosition of the Trudder as opposed to the

poaition of the wheel or rudder order?
A. We have a wheel indicator on the steering pedestal iteelf, air, and we have a rudder indicator

on the forward bulkhead in the wheelhouse.

Q. As soon as you put the wheel over, then, is there a difference usually between the rudder

indicator and the wheél indicator?
A. No, not really air, it's wirtually no difference in it at all.

Q. Im there maintained in the wheelhouse any record oif wheel and engine orders?
A. No, air.

Counsel for the board; Counsel has no further questions.
Senior Member: The board has no further questioms.
Counsel for the board: Quertermaster Sheather, you are edvised that you are privileged to make

any further statement convering smything relating to the subject matter of the investigstion that you
think should be & matter of record in comnection therewith, which has not been fully brought out by
the queetions we have asked you, Do you have eny further remarks?

A. No, I don't think ao, sir. My testtmony covers everything that happened in the wheelhouse.

fenior Member: Counsel, I have one further questiom,
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Counsal for the board: I'm sorry, there is one more question

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd) BEEI&QSEQ’!ED

LY T
Queations by the senier member:

Q. How much farther than "Port 35", can the rudder be moved?
A. No further, sir. "Port 35"ia the extreme order and you can't get any more out of the wheel.
Port and starbosard are the extremes, air, of the wheal orders, sir.

Senior Member: No further questioms.
The witness was duly warned, excused, and withdrew from the hearing room.

Chief Airman Afrcraft Handler Stanley Robert Heares, Royal Austrslian Navy, was called as a
witness b+ counsel for the board, was duly sworn, and testified ss follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board

Q. Chief Heares, would you state vour full name, pleasef
A. Stanley Robert Heares.

Q. And vour rank?

Captain Davidaon: The warning.

re ks

vounsel for the board: Thank you. Chief Heares, you have been called bacause it +e understanding
of the “oard that you can aesist it in the matter under investigation, which is the collision of
HMAS "TLHOTRNT and USS FRANK E. EVANS. Under Australian law you are advised that vou may refuse
19 ar<wer any question the answer to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. It
will be for vou to raise the objection and for the board to decide whether you muast answer the
miestion or not, Do vou understand those matters?

A, .es, sir,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
iestions b counsel for the hoard:

Jou have stated rour name, would vou give your grade and to what ship vou are attached?
Cliief Airman Aircrafr Handler, HMAS MELBOURNE.

1. Anu were ‘ou 50 atracied o 3 June 19697
AL .ps, sir,

<. And on that night, what were vour dutles?
A. 1 was the “li-ht Meck “hief on the flight deck of the MELBOURNE, sir,

Q. And where were vou slationed at that time?
A. Just before the collision, air, I was right forward and when I sawv the collision shout to

occur, T went down amidships.

. Well, what was the first event that called your attention to the fact that a collision might

oceur?
A. When I heard the hooter go, sir, our hooter sound twice.

Q. You heard vhat?
A. I #aid T heard our hooter sound twice,

Q. By the hooter, you mean wvhat?
A. The sound of the hooter, sir, the ...,

Is that the whistle?
Whiastle, yes, eoir.

> 0D

Q. Whietle. And it scunded what types of blasta, could you tell?
A. Two long blasts, sir.

Two? And what did you do when you heard those two blasta?

2.
A. I atarted looking st the ship that was forward of us, sir.

Q. Had you seen it prior to that time?

A. VYens, gir, I had,

Q. And when was the first time you had noted it?

A, We lsunched two helos at approximately 0310, and was just about to start the fized wing laumeh,

20 1 walked forward to check om the forwsrd end of the catapult. I noticed the ship shead slightly on
our starbosrd side snd didn't take much notice. It really wasn't until I heard the hooter sound twice

that T looked at her.
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Q.
A.

When you first noticed the ship ghead, did you see any lights
1 couldn't honestly say, gir. 1 didn't take much notice.

Did you give it sifficient notice to datermine an approximate
1 thought it was quite close, sir, vhen 1 saw her.

By quite close, you mean how far?
I'm not very good on distance, sir, but it was wvhat 1 thought

to ug at the time.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

3

e

wWas it closer than a BCTEED vessel normally 187
Yea, sir.

wur DEGLASSIFIED

range?

- well, reasonably close

And could you give an approximate relative bearing at the time you first saw ie?

S1ightly on our starboard bow, ghead of us.

And at that time could you describe the lighting on the deck of HMAS MELBOURNE ?

No, I couldn't, sir.

Do you recall any 1ights that were On in the way of moon light

other types?
1 resd in the paper about this, sir, and I've honestly gone through oy mind and 1 couldn't

A.
say one

Q.
Ao

Q.
you do?

A.
foul up

Q.
A

J.
A
it and

Q.

way or the other {f there were any lights on at all,

Did you notice any navigation lights on MELBOURNE ?
No, 1 didn't, sir.

And between the time you first sighted the ship ahead and you heard t

s, deck edge 1ights or any

PYY4
s and loose gear that may

1 was checking the forward end of the catapult, sir, for ehosk

the launch.

And when you heard the hooter, was that your position at the forward cat

Yes, sir.

At that time did you observe the ship ghead ?
1 looked straight up, Yee, sir.

And what was its bearing at that time?

he hooter, what did

apult?

Well, I felt our ship start to move off to port and we seemed to be swinging well sway from

Could you tell wvhich way the ship she= was heading?
Well, it seemed as though it was heading pretty well straight

And could you tell which way it was heading the first time you
%o, sir, I couldn't. It was only a passing glance when 1 sav
dismissed it from =y mind.

Kow when you looked at the ship ahead, after hearing the hooter,

{t at the time?

A

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Q.
A.

Q.
A,
we wWere

Q.
A,
calling

Q.
about.
A,
Q.
A,

Q.

I can't recall, sir, no.

Did it appear to be om & steady course or vas it turning?

for us, on the starboard side.

had seen it.

4g. I just sort of looked at

It seemed to be on & steady course, sir, and we were moving away from ic.

By moving away, You mean you were moving to the left?
We were moving to the leftr, yes.

And vhat portien of the ship could you see’ Did you sae dead
Starboard bow, slightly on the starboard bow, sir.

Could you estimate the zelative bearing of MELBOURNE from the

did you ses any 1ights on

shead, starboard bow, port bow?

ship that you 8

No, sir. We were turning pretty hard at that nericd of the game, and 1 just

going to clear it, so 1 thought everything wae all right.

After observing the ship at that time, what vas your nast action?

Well, suddenly the ship appeared to veer in towards us, 80 1 went

for my men to fall in abreast of the island,

aw at that point ?
sort of thought

running down the deck

And did you observe EVANS after that time. 1 assume this was the EVANS that you are talking

Yes, #ir.

And vhat did yew sae’

Well, vhen I had the hands fall in abreast of the island, I heard us go to collisiom
stations and emergency stations, and I just waited for the jmpact.

Retracing your steps tO the point vhen you firat saw FRANK E.

part of her could you see?
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A. Just a shape, oir, that's all, I didn't pick eut eny particular part of the ship at all,
"1 just happen to ses 'a ship shead of us. By looking up the deck I couldn’t help but see it.

Q. Can you give the approximate relative bearing of FRANK E, EVANS from MELBOURNE st the time
you thought FRANE E. EVANS was turning in?

A. WVell, it appeared to me, sir, as though 1f EVANS had remained strafght, Lt would have gons
down our starboard side. It seemed to we it suddunly turned very hard and came straight across in
front of us, as though it vgs just sbout s couple of hundred fest from our bow before she turned.
It seemed to me to be a very rapid tumn.

Q. Could you sse any - let me rephrase that question, How did you judge that she was turning
tapidly? Just by the changes in her head or were theare othar indications?

A, It appeared to me, s3ir, as though she was suddenly going straight and the next thing she
was coming straight across in front of us.

Q. Did you take any other actione prior to the collision?
A. I can't say that I did, sir, no.

Q. And at the time of the collision, what was the force of the impect?

A, It didn't seem to be all that great, sir. I was on tha MELBOURNE in the same position
vhett we hit the other ship and it was nowhere near as bad, I don't think we hit her anyvhere nesr
as hard,

Q. Did you lose your footing or snything of that nature?
A. Oh, no, sir. I was standing braced for an impacet.

Q. By other ships, you are rafarring to vhat evant?
A, When we had & collision with the VOYAGER five years pravious,

Q. What did you observe immediataly after the collision?

A. Well, the first thing 1 saw, sir, vas the forward section of EVANS. starting to drift dowm
the port side. We were munning out fire hoses at this stage to pour on to the after section of
EVANS which was scraping on the starboard forward side vhere we had AVGAS atowvage and we vanted to
put a foam up there just in case she ruptured ona of the pipes.

Q. How long did you have the bow section of the EVANS under observation?
A. Only jJust briefly, sir. While we were running hoses out I happened to glance over the side
and with just a quick glance., I was busy on the other side.

Q. And what was the position of the bow section when you saw it?

A, It seemed to me to be on its port side, half on its side and I couldn't make ocut any of
the - the forward stack or anything. It seemed ap though it was practically level with the water
at that stage.

Q. Did you observe any people on the bow saction?
A. Yes, sir, I was there vas quite a fow people coming out of it. I could hear people singing
sut and could see people sort of coming out of it,

Q. And did you see it wvhen it sank?
A. Yo, sir. 1 wvas busy renging helicopters at thet time.

Q. And following the action of manning the fire hoses, and so forth, what was it you did then?
A. We started bringing up the heloa from the hangar, sir.

Q. And how many did you bring up?
A. Fiva, I balievs, sir. .

Q. And vhat other actions did you take following the collisfon?
A. After the helos wers ranged, we want down aft, sir, and rigged up some nets and some lights
and went down to the EVANS from the after funnel sectiom,

Q. And who did you accompany when you went on board EVANS?
A. The first person who I happened to notice next to me was Naval Airman Winston who “sas =
s0 I told him to stay on top 80 he could help people off the nets and on to the flight deck.

Q. And vhat did you do after you got on board the stern saction of EVANS?

A. 1 went down below to the quarterdeck, oir, and asked a fev of the ratings there who wvas the
ssnior officer. They pointed out an officer there vhe wvas giving first aid to a couple of mem thera,
and I told him that we had nets rigged up top and if he could start his men up the ladder we would
get as many off as we could.

Q. 4And vhat other ac:ions did you take?
A. I just went down below then, sir, and started a systematic ssarch of below decks on the

ship.

Q. And vhat other MELROURNE parscnnel assited you in this systematic search?
A, By that time, sir, the Flight Deck Officer and the Commander and two or three others
joined in and we scrt of started forward and workad our way aft, making sure there was nobody down

below.

Q. Ware you joined by any EVANS personnel in this search?

A. There quite a few EVANS parsomnel, sir, who were looking around, but we tried to sort of
get those people discouraged from looking down balow and sort of tried to get them on the ladder to
start getting them up top.
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Q. And how long did you Temain on board FRANK E. EVANS?
A, I couldn't say, sir, but I suppose sabout 15 minutes,
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Q. And to your knowledge, were all the spaces empty after the completion of the search?
A. As far ss I could gather, yes, sir, We had a torch and it was an unfamiliar ship and I'm
pretty certain, sir, that there was nobody left there.

Q. And vho was in charge of this search?
A. The Flight Deck Officer, sir, LCDR Patterson,

Q. Did you observe any actions with respect to the liferafts on board USS FRANK E, EVANS?

A. VYes, sir, While I was trying to encourage some of the people to(Jb up the ladder, there
was one USN sailor there trying to inflate 1iferafts. I told him we already had a net coming dowm,
but I don't lmow whether he was shocked or couldn't understand what I was saying, and I didn't
want to discourage vhat he was doing, because I thought ha might have been {njured. Eo he tried
to inflate three rafts and the rafts wouldn't inflate. They inflated until they came out of the
valise and they just wouldn't go any further. It was as though the second bottle dida't work on
them at all. So after three he just gave up and I helped him up tha ladder.

Q. Do you know the man's name? Did you get the man's name?
A, No, »sir.

Q. Chief Heares, you mentioned there was & launch of two helos at 0310,
A, Yeos, sir. ’

Q. Do you know whether that was a scheduled laumnch, that it was in the flying program or not?
‘A. Ve were told to stand by for that, yes, sir,

Q. When had you been told?

A. Well, I was on deck aince midnight, sir, 1 lmcw thlt it was going to occur, or I thought
it was going to oceur at 3 o'clock, . . .

Q. Had you actually ssen the published flying program?

A, No, eir, T hadn't.

Q. You indicated that you thought the bow saction of EVANS was floating on the port side.
Could you refresh your recollection on that and confirm whether that is your recollection or not?

A. It appeared to me, sir, that it was on the port side, 1 only had a fleeting glimpse but
it appeared to‘ me a8 though she rolled over in towards us, not the other way.

Q. The liferafts you referred to, you testified were being inflatad by an EVANS man, Where
vere those located at that time?
A. On the starboard side, sir, forward of the quarterdeck.

Q. And how many of them were there?
A. Three that he tried to inflate, sir, and three of them didn't go past the valise opening.

Q. Do you know whether he gave the lanyard a good hard jerk or not?

A, I'm pretty well sure he did, sir, he started one bottle off and I didn't check to see if
there was snother bottle connected. I don't know what types or rafts they had, but on our liferafes
if you pull the one lanyard it operates two bottles, one for the first stage and one for the second
stage. And he pulled the lanyard but ocmly one stage appeared to operate.

Q. But as I understand it, these liferafts were not in the water at the time thie was happening?
They were on deck?

A. On the deck, yes, sir. But he threw one over the side thinking it was going to inflate,
but it just lay there and he couldn't have had anybody get into it.

Q. Have you yourself ever tried to inflate USN liferafts?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know vhat was done about the srmmment in the DASH hangar?

A, When 1 was comingdown, sir, there was quite a bit of movement on the EVANS gnd there was
a bit of pumbling around in the hangar there, so 1 went back up there to have a look and see if
anybody was the fact trapped in there and some of the torpedoel there appeared to be a bit looae,
so I was going to lash them down again, sir, so they couldn't move too far apart.

Q. Did you do that?
A. I was atarting to do that, eir, to lash things up and the Flight Deck Officer told me to
get back up the ladder and make sure nobody else came on board.

Q. And vhen you left the EVANS, was anybody left aboard?
A. Nobody from the quarterdeck up the ladder way to the atack on to the flight deck. I dom't
know about the quarterdeck, sir, the Commander was taking care of that,

Q. By quarterdeck, you mean vhat part of the EVANS?
A. The stern seciion, sir, the = I think you people call it the fantail.

Q. The fantail, okay. I believe you testified that you do not recall the flight deck lighting

prior to collisien, is that correct?
A. Yes, sir. By vhat I've read, sir, flight deck lighting was on, but I honestly can't recall.

o7



C O pos ESITED

13

Q. Would you repeat the last part again?
A, T said from what I've read in the paper, they said the flight deck lighting was on, but
honestly I've been through my mind, #ir, and T juet can’t recall wvhether it was om or not,

Q. Do you think that in the few min. res leading up to the impact, you would have noticed the
moon lighting was on, 1f it were on?

A. It would normally come on about thet time, sir, because we were Just about to start the
fixed wing, And we normally bring it on about that time, but when che hooter went, sir, I was
buey trying to fall my men in and I didn't take much notice of the i{1lumination.

Q. Could you describe the lights that are normally used for launching helicopters and the
sequence which they are turned on?

A. It has been, sir, eince we have started this commission that we do use this moon lighting
which is turned on from FLYQ, and under normal circumstances when we are not into these exercises
it would be on all the time during night flying, But since we have becen in exercisms we had the
lighting switched off the majoricy of the time, It just comes on prior to start up.

Q. And would that be prior to helicopter launch and land also as well as fixed wing?
A. Well normally it is, sir, but I don't think we usad it that night for helos.

Q. And how about other lightirg other than the moon lighting?

A. Only the deck edge lighting, eir, and the landing lights which you have to be coming from
the stern to see. Those are up above them,

Qs I'm sorry,

A. The deck edge lighting and the landing lights which you have to be coming in from astern -
Lo see,

Q. And vhen would they be turned off after lamch?
A. You mean the -=m-- - .

Q. Both the moon lighting and the deck edge,
A, Well, deck edge lights burn all the time, but the moon lighting is switched off straight
after the lmnech,

Q. And when would they normally be turned on prior to a fixed wing launch, the moon lighting?
A. Just before start up, sir. The aircrews man the aircraft and just before they stand by to
start up, on comes the moon lighting.
L)

Q. And how long would it normally remain on sfter launch?
A+ During an exercise, sir, it would go off practically straightaway.

Q. At the time the hooter went, was it apparent to you that s collision was imminent?
A, No, sir,

Q. Could you state the reason then that you atarted aft to muster your crew?

A. When the hooter went, sir, I looked at the ship that was forward of us, and I felt our
ship start to peel off to the left and it appeared to me to bas quite & gap between the - coming
between the - our ship moving away and the ship coming towards us. So the first impression I got
vas that she was going down our starboard eide. It wasn't until the final turn was made that I
started running down towards the amidships section.

Q. 5o you did not start running back until after you saw EVANS begin to turn?
A. Yes, sir, then I started running,

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:
Q. Chief Heares, in your last Tesponse, did you say that MELBOURNE wes haeling to the left?
A. Well, if you are standing on the forward section of the MELBOURNE, sir, you can actually

feel her when she starts to turn, and she appeared to wme as though she was turning £f:irly faat,

Q. Did the ship heel or roll slightly to either side?
A. She does have a tendency to, if you are turning, to sert of slant the deck alightly, sir.

Q. And vhich way was the deck slanting?
A. Towards the starboard, sir.

Q. That is to say, a marble on deck would have rolled to starboard?
A. We have trouble pushing atrcraft, #ir, vhen the ship is turning hard.

Q. It was down to the starboard side, is that correct?
A, '(el, sir,

Senior Member: The board has no furthar questions of this witness.
Counsel for the board: Chief Heares, you are sdvised that you are privileged to make any
further atatemsnt covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you

think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which has not besn fully brought out by
previous questioning. De you have anything to add?
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Chief Heares: 1 would like to say, sir, in my statemsnt I said that I thought the pacple on
the flight deck of the MELBOURNE did & very good job in the rescus. I would also liks to state
that I was one of the first down on the fantail of EVARS, and I thought everybody dowm there was
doing a very good job, There was no confusion, Everybody was trying to empl~y himself in either
getting & raft or thinking of lowering the sea boat, and I think, under the circumstances, they

did a very good job,
Counsel for the board: Thank you for your remarks, Chief.
The witness wvas duly varned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess.

The board racessed at 1440 hours, 23 June 1969,
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The board raconvensd at 1452 hours, 23 June ll‘l,._.- -

Senior Member: The hearing {s now open.

All persoms connected with the board, who were present vhen the board recelsnd.'u.rc again
present. .

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board now being in open session, it is necesssry
to point out that amy person who has been told he i3 a witness, or who may be a witneaa is asked
to withdrew from the board room.

Ordinary Seaman Robert Allen Edgar, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witnass by counsel
for the board, was sworn, and testifi{ed aa follows:

EXAMIHATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questione by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Ordinary Seamsn Edgar, you have been called as & witness for this board of investigation,
which {s inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS
FRANK [, EVANS, because it {s believed that you have evidence which may assist the board in ite
investigation. Under Australian law it is necessary to warn you that you msy refuse to answer
any question, the answer to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will be
for you to raise the objection, and for the board to decide {f you must answer the question or
not., Do you understand those matters?

A. VYes, sgir.

Q. Would you state your full name and grade?
&, Bobert Allen Edgar, Ordinary Seaman.

Q. And your duties at present are? . .
A, I'm in the Treining Division, sir. . ) .

Q. Onboard?
A, Onboard MMAS MELBOURNE, sir.

Q. And were you assigned to duties onboard HMAS MELBOURNE on the night of the second and
third of June?
A. Yes, sir. I was,
’ L]
Q. And vhen did you join the navy?
A. The 1st of June, 1968.

Q. And how long have you spent at sea since then?
A. Approximately 8 months, sir.

Q. And during that efght months, what period of time have you spent on lookout duty?
A. I couldn't say exactly, sir, but I've had quite a few hours as lookout.

Q. Could you give us a roung approximation of how many hours you've spent as lookout?
A, 40, sir.

Q. During the middle watch, did you spend time as the port lookoat?
. A, Yes, gir. I did.

Q. When did you firat take over those duties during that watch?
A. 0230, oir,

Q. And did you continue to carry cut the work of the port lookout until the time of éhe
collision?
A, Yes, wir.

Q. And as port lookout, in what part of the ship were you stationed?
A. On the gunnery direction platform, sir.

Q. And we've been told thet that's immediately above the bridge and slightly forward of it,
is that ecorrect?
A. Yas, sir.

Q. Can you recall noticing anything in particuler betwean 0230, vhen you took over your
duties, and 03007
A. No, sir. Nothing unusual.

Q. Around about 0300, do you recall notieing anything in the vicinity of MELBOURNE?
A. Sir, I noticed a ship thet waa darkened at red 20, which was heading on a collision
eourse with us.

Q. And did you continue to keep your ayes on that ship?
A. Fo, eir. 1 didnlt.
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Q. Whan did you ses har naxt?
A. When did 1 see that particular ship, sir?

Q. Yeo?
A. Approximately 5 minutes later, sir.

Q. Where was sha then?
A, Approximstely a half a mile avay. Half a mile away, at red 10, heading on the same

course.

Q. Red 10, how many yards away?
A. Approximately 2000 faet, sir.

Q. 2000 feet?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you using binoculars at this stage?
A. Yes, sir., I was.

Q. Well, did you continue to observe the ship from then on?
A. Yes, sir. I didn't take my eyes off the ship from that time.

Q. Well, now will you tell us what course you saw her take?
A. It erossad our bows at approximately 2000 fest ahead of us.

Q. Which way was sha moving across your view, from left to right or right to left?
A. It wvas moving port to starboard, sir, and the ship got to approximately green 10 and
our siren sounded and we were turning port at the time.

Q. When the ship got to green 10, was MELBOURNE then steady or had she stertad to turn?
A. Wo, sir, She wasn't turning. She was still ceming op courss turning starboard - wa
were coming onto a course. . -

Q. T think you misunderstood me. When the dastroysr, which you later identified as the
EVANS, had got to this point that you described as green 10, do you remember uy!.ng that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At that peint of time, was MELBOURNE steady on her course or was she altering course?
A. No, sir. She wap steady at the time.
L]
Q. Did she at any time thereafter alter course?
A. Yes, sair. She turned port.

Q. And did that have any effect on the bearing of the destroyer?
A. Our giren sounded, sir, and thset’s wvhen I noticed that MELBOURNE was turn:lng port. A
few seconds after the siren sounded the EVANS turned starboard,

Q. When she turned starboard, wvhat was her besring from MELBOUENE?
A. 5St{ll green 10, gir. Do you mean how far, sir?

Q. Well, how far too?
A. It was extremely close. I would estimate about 1000 feet.

Q. And wvhat sort of turn did she make?
"A. Extremely gharp, sir.

Q. In which direetion?
A. To her starboard, eir.

Q. And vhat path did sha take from then on, in relation to MELBOURNE?

A. She was directly in front of us, sir. We were heading for har smidships. She was
going... Could I put it on the board sir? (Witness drawa sketch of the relative movemants of
the two ahips)

Counsel for the board: Counsel offers that in evidence as exhibit &2,
Senior Membar: Very well, it may ba received.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Did you at any time see any lights showing ir EVANS?
A. Wo, sir. I didn't see any.

. Did you ses any navigational lights buring in MELBOURME?
A. Yo, sir. 1 didn't.

From you position as port lookout, are you in a position to ses the mavigation stesming

Q.
14ghts?
A. WMo, sir. 1'd have to... I could, but at the tima I didn't think of tt. I'd have to look

ovar the wall 14 front of ma.
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Q. From vhers you ware stationed, looking te port, were the steaming lighte iw your fleld
of vision?
- A. No, wir.

Q. 'What about the port and starboard running lights, ware they within your f1eld of vision?
A. Wo, sir. 1 couldn't see them at all.

(. Were you able to see, from whare you wera stationed, whether there was any moonlighting
1lluminating from the flight deck?
A. No, sir. T was in a position, but I didn't motice any,

y- Is it your normal practice to report ranges in feet or in some other unit?
A. You mean as lookout, sir?

J. Yen,
A. I don't make the repnrts, sir, We've got e lookout supervisor. The two lookowts report
€ tim and he makes s report to the bridge.

Q- And who was the lookout supervisory on the CDP that night?
A. Able Sesman Davies, sir.

<. Did you make any report to him of what you were seeing?
A, No, sir.

Q. Do you know if he made any reports to the bﬂdge?.
A. No, sir.

You mean you don't know or he didn't?
1 don't know air.

F

Q- T want to ask you about what. aspect of EVANS, let's say port or ltarbolrd you aav at
the different times you mentioned. Firstly when you saw EVANS on a bearing of red 20, what
aspect of EVANS were you looking at? ) .

A. 1 don't know what you mean sir.

Q. Well were you looking at her bow or her stern?
. Her bow, air.

A
qQ. Her port or her starboard bow?
4. She yas coming straight for us, sir.

Q. You could see port and starboard bmu cqun!ly you say?
A, It was dark, air, and the ship was about approximatsly a ni.le awvay. 1 just noticed that

it was heading for us.

G. What was the position wvhen you saw her at red 10, was it the szme or different?
A. It was her starboard bo-w, sir, 1 anw,

Q. Perhaps you didn't understand me.... When you saw her at red 10, what part of EVANS

were you seeing?
A. Ber atarboard bow eir.

Q. What part of her were you seeing when you sav her at green 107
A. Ber starboard bow sir.

' Q. And when she made the sharp turn to starboard, what pert of EVANS ware you saeing?
A. I sav her completely turn around, sir, from -cin; the starboard side of the ship, the
whole of the port side came into view.

Q. And from then on what were you seeing of her?
A. Her whole port side, sir.

Q. At any of these times did you see any lights burning?
A. No, sir.

Q. Trom the time you saw her make a turn, wvas th- outline clnr to you or not?
A. Yes, iz,

Q. TProm vhat distance did you have a clear view?
A. You mean the visibility on that night eir?

Q. Yes.
A, It was good vieibility, eir.

Q. You said earlier that when you first sew EVANE, ahe appearad to you to be on a collisien
course, do you remember that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. On what do you basa that balief?
A. 1 saw her heading for uas, sir. I ssv her bov and she was slowly moving toward us.

mn
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Q. During the pariod from half past two until threa o'sloock, more particularly just about
0300, where were the destroyers located in relation to MELBOURNE?
A. The destroyers, sir.

Q. Yes,
A. At D300, it was at rved 20 sir.

Q. What about other destroyers?
A. They were strung out sir, between - T would have to spproximate - red 135 and red 20,
the EVANS was the ship furthest around on the port side.

Q. Did they remain pretty much on those bearings or did they change?
A. Yo, atr. They stayed on the ssme courses.

When you as port lookout determine the bearing of a ship ahead of you, how do you do

£

it?
A, The glasses are mounted on a stand, and &s you turn the binoculars, i{n your swivel, see,
there 1e an arrow that points to the degree on the base of the atand.

Q. And from that you can read off the number of degrees you've turned?
A. Yes, sir.

G. And did you do that before you assessed that EVANS was 10 degrees on the red side?
A. BNo, sir.

Q. Well how did you assdes that bearing on thet occasion?
A. I used my own estimation, sir.

W+ 1 think 1 asked you this, but were you using glasses then?
e Yes, sir.

Y. And by the time that EVANS got onto the starboard side as you say, were you still
using slasses or not?
A. No, sir.

Q. You were using your naked eye?
A. Yes, sir.

4. During the time you had been performing the duties as a lookout, what drill or training
have you had {2 estimating ranges and bearings of ships thst you have sighted?
a. I acquired my own, what I call ability eir, T just taught myself,

G. Was there no instruction given to you by any perason on board?
A. On my initiel hour as lookout, I was told to use the base, the indicator and other
aspects of the job.

Q. When you gay bage indicator, you mean thig series of degrees at the base of the
binoculars? .
A. Yes, sir.

G. Who taught you that?
h. T couldn't say who it was, sir. It was the supervisor at the time.

Q. What instruction were you given in regard to the estimation of distances or ranges?
A. I wasn't, sir, I use my own estimation.

Q. Did you have any special orders as regards keeping sn aye on helicopters?

A. On this particular night, sir, yes, sir. When I came on I remember the supervisor told
me that there were two helicopters out and to report them to him each time they came back into
sight.

Q. Were there any helicoptera in the air at the time you were observing the movements of
USS EVANS?

A. I couldn't say for certain, sir.

Q. Wss there anything that distracted your attention from USS EVANS from the time you
first started obsarving her movements?

A. Only the siren, air.

Q. What siren was that?
A, MELBOURMNE's siren, air.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions.
Senior Member: Board has no further questiona.

Counsel for the board: You are informed that you heve the right to maks & statement about
any matter of the subdect of this inquiry which has not yet besn brought out by questions. 1Is
there anything you wish to add?

Witness: No, air,
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The witness was duly warned as to his testimony end withdrew from the boerd room.

Ordinary Seaman Gary Richard Young, Roysl Australian Navy, wae called as a witress ¥y counsal
for the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Ordinary Seaman Young, you have been called as s witness for this board of investigation,
which f= {nquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURME and USS
FRANY E. EVANS, because {t is believed that you have svidence which may assiet the board in its
investigation. Under Austrzlian law, it is neceasary to warn you that you may refuss to answer
any question, the ansver to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will be
for you to raise the objection, and for the board te dectde Lf you must answer the question or
not. Do you understand those matters?

A, Yes, sir,

G. Will you please state your full name and rank?
A. Gary Richsrd Young, Ordinary Seaman Quartermaster Gunner.

Q. When did you join the navyl
A. Just under 12 montha ago, sir.

Q. You were a member of MELEOURNE's ship's company on the night of the eollision, were you
not? )
A. Yes, sir, - A Lol

Q. What duties were you performing?
A. GDP starboard lockout, sir.

Q. When had you assumed those duties? . ' -
A. I don't understand.

Q. Approximately what time did you go on watch as starboard lookowt?
A, 0250, sir.

Q. In order to perform those duties were you stationed on the GDP?
A, Yes, air.
]

Q. And who else was there at the time?
A. Ordinary Seamsn Edgar and Able Seaman Davies, air.

Q. And did those two men continue to be stationed there until the time of the collision?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Wov up till that point of time what experience had you had as & lockout?

A. Vell, vhen we go to watch on deck we usually do at least one hour a day.

Q. And how long have you been in MELBOURNE?

A. Approximately B monthas, sir.

Q. And how many hours on watch do you estimate you have had since coming on MELBOURNE?
A, About 50 hours, sir.

Q. And how much training have you receiwved in the performance of the duties of a léckout?
A. About 50 hours, sir.

Q. What {nstruction, perhaps I should say, have you received!?

A. I would have had about 2 hours instructions, sir, from the supevisors.

Q. And what {nstruction hed he given you?

A, He showed us how to resight them and al]l thet sort of thing.

Q. Had he shown how to use the binoculars?

A. Yes.

Q. Had he shown you how to read off besrings?

A. Yes, zir,

Q. How were you taught to read off bearings veing the binoculars?

A. I don't know, sir.

Q. Well, on this night, did you see EVANS before the ¢ollision occurred?

A. Yes, oir.

Q. Where was EVANS wvhen you first ssw har in relation to MELBOURNE?

A. Just beginning to cross our bow, sir.

Q. And approximataly how far away wvas she from MELBOURNE at that time?

A. 1 don't know that, sir.
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Q. Vell did you sontimue t0 observe her afsen. ahet? -
A. Yes, sir.

Q. -And what did you obsarve in relation to tha course which she took?

A, She continusd going across our bow, sir, and we soundsd our siren twice and then we
turned hard to starboard - hard to port I should say -~ and she aleo turned hard to starboard
and continued coming right around and back in fromt of us, eoir. :

Q. Now just relax Ordinery Seaman, I want to ask you a& few questions about those matters.
You say MELBOURNE turned left and EVANS turned right. Can you tell us whether those turns
occurred together or vhether one occurred before the othar?

A. We turned to port before they turned to starboard, sir.

Q. And st the time the MELBOURNE turned port, where wes EVANS {n relation to MELBOURNE?
A. Just finishing crossing our bew, sir.

Q. And when EVANS turned right or starboard, whare was she in relation to MELBOURRE?
A, She looked 1ike she was going to come back along our side, sir, only she just kept
coming right around to starboard and come back across our bows again. :

Q. Did you see any lishts on EVANS at any time?
A, No, sir.

"Q. Did you sse any moonlighting on MELBOURNE's Flight deck?
A. Yes, sir.

Q.7 When BEad you first noticed that?
A. When I came on watch, sir.

Q. And T think you said that was 02507
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And did that continue to remain on up 'till the time of the colligion?
A. Ap far as I know, sir, I couldn't really say for sure.

Q. Well when you came on watch how wuch of the £light deck was lighted by moonlighting?
A. In the center, sir, I'm not sure whather it was on the aides, but I know Lt was in the
center. '

Q. And d14 you aee any navigation lights in MELBOURNE?
A, No, sir. -

Counsel for the board: Counsel hes no further qQuastions.
Senior Member: The board has no questions.

Counsel for the board: You have the opportunity to make a statement, Ordinary Sesman Young,
sbout any wmatter that's not been coverad by the quasticons to date, do you wish to add anything?

Witness: No, sir.
The witness was duly warnsd as to his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

La'mon Meaker, Tactical Operator, Royal Australien Wavy, was called as a vitnass by counsel
for the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATIOR BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. 7TO Meaker, you have been called as s vitneas for this board of investigation which is
inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E.
EVANS, because it is beliaved that you have svidence which may aseist the board in {ts
investigation. Under Australian law, 1t {s necessary toc warn you thet you may refuse to answer
eny question, the enswar to vhich may tend to exposs you to s penalty or forfelture. It will
be for you to raise the oblection, and for the board to decide {f you must answer the question
or not. Do you understand those matters?

. A, Yas, oir.

Q. Will you state your full neme?
A. La'mon Meaksr.

Q. What is your rank?
A, Tactical Operator.

Q. How long have you basn in MELBOURRE, WMAS MELBOURNX?
A. 8Since Jamuary of this yesr.

Q. And what axperisnce have you had as s tactical cperater?
A, Well, I've besn on Flast Staff since Novewber last yeard and I've Sone all woics

training.
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Q. On the alght of the second and third 4 you stond weteh in MEIDOURBT — -

A. 1 414, !

Q. In what part of tha ship? ! |
A. The oparations room. ; !
What duties ware you performing there? {
T vas manning the Admiral's voice cirguit du

+ A,

ag the time, tactical primsry.
And when d1d you take over those duti‘ﬂ
At lz:m-

o >O

And did you continue to perform them until the time of tha collision?
Yes, sir.’

>0

M

Now in manning that circuit, do you have & head set?
Yes, wir.

> O

Q.- And are you able to hear messages sent out by MELBOURNE on the primry.tncticll cireuit?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And are you also able through that hend/ut to hasr any messages transmitted on the circuit
by other shipa? : ‘
A. Yes, sir.

i

Q. Wow coming to round about 0300 that night an ‘you, without refreshing your mmmory from
the. log which you kept, tell us what signals you heard on that eircuit?

A. Well about 12 minutes past three, MELBOURNE sant a wignal telling all ships that
MELBOURNE's course was 260, This was coded. They gave a time on that signal which was 2012.
EVANS rogered for it. This is after the "Formation ONE" had been given and executed. Then
HMELBOURNE told EVANS that they were on a collisfon course this was about 2013, I think.

Several minutes after that MELBOURNE came back to EVANS. and told them that MELBOURNE was coming
hard to left. EVANS came straight back with a reply. Rogered for it and satd, "I ax gotng
hard to right."” Then the collision,

Q. Wap there any Rogersd” that you recollect from EVARS for the signal, "You are om a
collision course?” -
A. Yes, sir, there was.

Q. Now you have given evidence thet thoss last two ligmll from the two ships, came {n the
order MELBOURNT, EVANS, are you clear {n your mind sbout that?
A. Yes, sir. :

Q. Would you have a lock at this document which is exhibit 12. In what order does that
log show those signals having been transmitted?

A, It's MELBOURNE telling EVANS that I sm going hard to left and EVANS coming back hard
to right.

Q. And is,thet, according to your recollection, the order i{n which you heard the signals
on the circuit?
A. Yes, oir.

Q. What period of time intervened batwean them?
A. EVANS came back and made it right after MELFOURRE had trlnm.ttta/(tl signal and given
an Over. ‘

Q. Now in relation to sarlier Ii..'nli.l can you tall us, refrashing your memory, from tha log
when the signal was sent over the air, my course 1s 2007 i
A, At 2012, o

Q. And the signal you are on a eollision course?
A. 2013.

Q. 4nd the two signals about left and right when were they?
A. 2015,

Q. And vhen wap the collision?
A, 2015,

Q. Do you think the two signals ware at the sems time a3 the collisiom?
A, Within 30 seconds I'd say, sir. Do

R :
Q. At the time that the collision occurred, did you look st any cloek?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. What clock did you look at? ’
A. This clock is & clock which {e fn Lulw tims, {t (s taken by all operations room staff.
I looked at this, as this 1e alwvays sur clock to use, amd the time was then 2015.
]
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Q. Coming baek 40 the meansge, "You are comrse.” Pid you twur theat on the
primary ‘tactical circuit once or more than omce?

A. 1 think what happened there, MELBOURNE came
They geve "Over," and EVANS did not come back so t

back, "This is Juliet Seven, Roger out." : t !

and safd, "You are on s collision courss."”
want YJuliet Seven Over,” and thay csme

Q. Now at any stage did you look at the gyro l\’Ji.p repeater in the operations roem?

A. Yas, sir. T looked at this at the time of the eollision. It is situated half way
between where I sit and the clock and 1 happened to glance at tt and I notieed that {t wes
ehowing 255, i

Q. 2557
A, Yes, sir.

Q. This was at what time?
A. 2015.

Q. At the time of the collision?
A. Yes, sir. That wasn't the ships head though, the repester itself ahows about 30 degrees

and I saw the 255,

Q. 1 see. Can you tell us wvhere the ships head wme at that time?

A. No, sir,
i

Q. What did the 255 mean then? A 7
A. Well, I didn't tell anyone about this, .It didn't mean anything, but I was asked 2 days
later when I made out my statement, end I thought I would mention it in thers. ‘

Q. But on the gyro strip repeater 1s there not some narker vhich tndicates the position
of the ships head in relation to various points on ths compass?

A, Yes, sir, . y

Q. Did you see where that was at the time of the colligion? .

A. No, sir. I was sitting down at the time and this can't be seen from where I was aiteting.
Q. So all you saw were the figures 2551

A, " Yes, air.

Q. Giving no indication as to where the ship's head was?

A. PNu, stk

Q. How many degrees of the gyro strip Tepoater are visible to you from vhere you are
sitting? '
A. I think about 10 degrees, air.

Q. Tactical Operator Mesker, T wonder if you would mind giving us a drawing uaing thia
felt pencil of what you saw of the strip repeater when you looked at Lt at the time of collfsion?
A. Yes, air. (Witmess draws sketch indicating saction of gyro strip repeater visibile to
him at time of collision).

Q. 1Ie that at the extreme right of the part that you could see?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well now how many degraes doas it go to the extreme left?
A. 1'm not too sure, air.

Q. I think you said before it goes about 10 degrees, is thet right? What's the difference
in degrees between the extreme right and the extrema:left of what you could see?
A. About 10 degrees, sir,

Q. And the 255 that you hed marked wes on the extrume right?
A. Yes, sir. It was what was visible to we.

Q. Where iz the pointer indicsting the ship's hasd in that diagram?
A. On the center of the gyro repeater. i

Q. Can you draw it i{n then please?
A. Yes, sir. (Witness draws line indicating ship’s heading msrkar).

Q. Would you put the letters S5H sbove that mark that you have put in?
A. Yes, sir. : )

Q. Are you able to tell us how many dugreel. that marksr was to the left of vhat you saw?
A. HNo, sir. i

Q. Are you sble to tell ue reltably how many dqi-ou are covered by the whole part which

i» viaible to you?
A. 10 degrees, sir. ;

Q. Were you looking at this straight ahead or u|lo!t or to right!?
A, To right, sir. I was sitting to the r_!.gfptl:gf‘t_t__l_r_:g 1 _h_ld-to_lqo'!: up to it.
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- Q. -And what engle of sight do you have in xw right? -
A. T get sort of a side-on view of it. i ! :
: I

. j -y
Counsel for the board: Counsel asks thet this L.' admitted inte avidence as Exhibit 63.
[}

Senior Member: Ona question counsel before we 'd? that. (ould we {nquire 1{f the disgrea
is intended to show that the sctus! rumbers that thm itness has drawn there, 255, I believe,
are vhat he saw on th.l repeater itself, numbers situsted in about that position.

Counsel for the board: Will you anawer that question planse?

Witness: That 18 corract, sir, I vutldn't' he I:oo‘ supe if it was that far to the right or
left but {ts the only numbers that I saw. -

Senior Member: Very well; wve will accept that i.ni:o evidance,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. In relation to the signals that you logged {n that racord which is Exbibit 12, apart’
from logging the signals that you heard, did you report them to anyone?
A, Yas, sir, the Duty Staff Officer, which vas Lisutenant Commandsr Arundel.

Q. At wvhat stage did you report these signals ¢o him?
A, Immediastely upon coming in, sir. -

Q. TImmediately as the signals came in?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And wes he there so far as you racollect during the peciod that these signaley were
haing received? '
A. Yes, oir, and if he were not there, I would ruport to the Duty Operstions Officer.

Q. And wvho wen he that night? .
A. I don't recall, sir. !

Q. Do you have any recollection of reporting to LCDR Arundel, the two signals going left
and going righe? :
A. Yes, I did, sir, and after I reported them he went straight to the radar.

Q. That's the PPI indicator? ; .
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Did you at any stage lock at the radar plot, radar display?
A, 1 did have a glance at it, sir, but I didn't take much notice as I was pretty busy
manning the voice circuit at ths time. SRR

Q. What was the qualify of communications on tha tactical primery circuit st the time?
A. It had been very good all night, sir. It was very clear. It was quiet until about
2000 (Z) when it etarted getting busy. Other then thiut we had very good communicetions.

Counsel for the board: Counsel have mo further quastions for this witness.
Senior Member: The board has no further questiéns for this witness.
. : - 1

Counsel for the board: TO Meaker you have an oppoTtunity to meks a statement about any
metter which {s relevant to this investigation that tms not bssn brought out by the questions
so far, 1s thare sny additional matter you wish to state?

Witness: ¥Fo, sir. ' ‘ s .
: | i _
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimbry and withdrav from the board room.

Senior Member: We will have a brief Tecess. .
The board recsssed st 1345 hours, 23 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1600, 23 June 1969, . ' e Bh?u{ &SS!F;ED

Senior Member: The hearing is now open.

All persona connected with the board, who wers present when the board ru-uued, were again
present, ‘
The bosrd now being held in open session, it {s necessary to point out
told he is & witness, or whe may be a witness is asked to withdraw

Counsel for the board:
that any person who has bean
from the board room. '

Stephen A. Kraus, $ignslman Second Class, U.8. Ravy, was called as a vitness by counasel for
the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE EOARD
Questions by counsel for the board;

Q. Signalmsn Kraus, you have bsen called as s witness for this board of investigstion, which
is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collis{on of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E.
EVANS, because it {s believed that you have avidence which may ssaist the bosrd in {ta investigation.
Under United States law no witness may be compeled to answer any question the answer to which may
-tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to answer any such question. Do you understand what I've
said so far? :

A. Yes, #ir.
Q. Would you pleass state your full name, rate, end present organicstion?

A. Stephen A, ¥raus, Signalman Second Class, U.5. Navy, USS FRANK E. EVAKS.

Q. How long have you been assigned to USS FRANE E. RVANS? :

A. 1 reported aboard May 15th of 1969. . . ) .
Q. 4And prior to that what experience have you had in the ﬁvy?

A. Well, I had been on three ships before the EVANS and I have been & signalman for two years.
Q. And your total service in the navy?

A, Three yesrs, two months.

Q. And were you assigned to a watch in the early morhing of 3 June?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. To what watch were you sssigned?

4. T wvas standing the mid-watch from a quarter of twelve until 0700,

Q. 4nd where did you take station for that wateh?

A. On the aignal bridge, the 03 level of the EVANS.

Q. Where {s that in relation to the navigational bridge?

A. It's about 20 feet above and behind the open bridge.

Q. Would you clarify how much higher than the open bridge. 1Is it one level up?
A. It's one level, about B feet.

Q. 4And how far aft of the open bridge?l

A. About 20 fget.

Q. And who eles was standing signal wetch with you that night?

A, BSeaman Rodrigus:. .

During the period of 'your watch, had you received any visual signals frem MELBOURNE or sny

Q.
other ahip? .
A. About 0030 we Teceived the night intentions €rom MELBOURNE.

Q. Do you recall what was {n those night Intentlons? . ‘
oparating in tha area, and they gave

A. Yes, sir, they said that they believed that SPIRAX was
the course and spesd they belisved him to be on end sald they were going to relesss helicopters to
chack on 1t, T

. Q. Aud BFIRAX {s what? . , h i T -

A. A submarine, T believe, air, )

Q- Is that the only wvisual signal you recall s#eceiving during your watch?

A. Yas, oir, it is. '

Q. IMtl@ Your attention to the period about 0300 - do you recall where MELBOURNE was in
relation to EVANS? : ‘

4. Ye», sir, they vare directly aft of eur port ghsrter about 35000 yards.

Q. And could you give a relative bearing st about that u—z

A. About 200 relative. I ;

i
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Q. And do you racall the position of any other ships in the formation at about that time?

A. Yes, sir, the DLACKPOOL was off our starboard beam about 3 miles, The RYES vag forward,
starboard bow, about, I couldn't say exactly, but they were way out, maybe 6 miles and I knew that
the KYES and the CLEOPATRA were on the other side of the carrier, but I couldn't see them. Every
once in a while I could see the LARSON, but not too often.

G+ Do you recall anything of significance that ogcurred at about 0300 on that morning?
A. Not right at 0300. No, sir.

Q. Well, shortly thereafter?

A. Well, I went to the starboard side to check on the BLACKPOOL and the KYES, It owst have
becn nbout 0305, and we started to make a starboard turn, just a regular starboard turn, nothing
sharp or irregular about it. And so I Just atayed over there tc wait for the MELBOURNE to appear
on th~ starboard side since we were switching position. It would have brought them to starboard
siace they were behind us, and they never did sppear so 1 didn't expect anything irregular about
ft. 1 stayved over there maybe f{ive minutes and I went back over to the port ride end MEIBOURNE
was of f our port bow and seemed to be making & left turn.

Q. A left turn, her own left?
A. Her left, yes.

Q. And at this time could you tell what the distance wags to MELBOURNE?
a. 1 would say 3000 yards.

Q. And what wss the visibility at cthis time?
A, 1t vas clear and bright - bright moonlight night.

Q. And were you uaing binoculars?
4. No, sir. We had a long-glass.

Q. Were you able to tell what approximate course HELBCIIR_NE wes on when you first saw her at

that time? . .
A. No, sir. It just looked like she wss making a left swing.

Q. What part of the ship were you seeing?
A. 1 was seeing the after part. Just about the time that I noticed it wae making & left, she
turned on her aircraft werning lights and red deck Iighta, like if she was to make a flight operation.

Q- Am I to understand that you thought you were seeing the stern section of MELBOURNE ?

A. Yes, rdr. They had three tail lighta. They were vertical tail 1lights, I had alwsys noticed,
since we had plane guarded before, and I sav those real shortly, and then they turned to where it
wag sldeways and I couldn't see them anymore. I Just atood there and kept watching. I didn't think
enything. 1 just apsumed that we were going to plane guard for her, following in behind her and
would turn with her. And she kept turning until I couldn't see those red lights anymore. Then I
realized, just watching her, I realized it wasn't her fantail anymore and by then she was, maybe
within 1500 vards, and T realized that the bow was coming towards ue,

Q. Could you tell whether it was starboard bow or port bow you were seeing?
A. No, it looked like I was looking juat atraight on at it as 1f we were coming this way and
she was coming like this. (Indicating directions by movements of the hand)

You were seeing her from dead ahead you believe?
Just about desd ahead,

And at that time was EVANS on a straight course or was she turning?
It seemed to me that we were on a straight course.

>o »o

And what about MELBOURNE, was she on a straight course or was she turning?
It seemed like she wes atil! swinging left almost if she had reversed course.

O o

. And what was the next thing you saw sfter that?

A. Well, I kept watching her and when she got so close, I finally realiced that it was undoubted
that she was going to hit ug. We started making & full right turn right then. We started swinging
real hard to right. I ran over to the starboard side by cutting through the shack and I looked back
and she was approaching as if she was going to hit us almoat at the, signal bridge right where I was
standing. 5o Rodriguez wap on top of the shack. S0 I went to warn him, and about that time I turned
to go to starboard again and that's when she collided with us. :

Q. And was Rodriguaz standing on the shack?
A. Fo he wvasn't. Gince we ware standing & lemg watch wva were aplitting up tha visual watch,

and he was laying dowm up there.

Q. And did you have a chance to wvarn Rodriguar?
A. Yes, I banged on tha roof and sald, "Redrigues, wa are going to get hit." And he said,

"What?" Re just said, "What?%

Q. And then what happened?
A. And then I turned and made maybe two steps snd we ware hit.

Q. Let ms teturn to the point at which you said that ab about 0305 MELBOURNE was on the port

quarter?
A. Yes, sir.

DECLACSIFIED
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Q. Could you using those sheets up thers and this pen drav for us a picture using arrows to
represent sach phip, the relative positions of MELAGIRIE and EVANS?
- A. Kkt 03051

Q. When you saw them on your port quarter? _
A. Yes, sir. (Witnass drew sketch representing the relative positions of the two ships)

Q. Could you indicate an approximate distance Share by & dotted line? (Witness indicated
distance with dotted line as being 5000 yards).

Q. Do you heve any idea what course EVANS was on at that time?
A. No, sir, I don't. (Witness resumed his seat )

Q. Now at the tims you indicated you thought BLACKPOOL was to starboard of you, was that before

or after the time you've indicated there?
A. The last time I locked at her, which hed besn maybe ten minutes ago, that's when thay were

to starboard.

Q. You did not sse the BLACKPOOL at this time?
A. No, I didn't. After this I went over to the starboard side to check egein.

Q. And at the position you've indicated thare, on that diagram, could you see MELBOURNE with

your naked eye?
A. Yes, I could.

Counsel for the board: We will mark that Exhibit 64 for identification and tender it into )
evidence as Exhibit 64. (Counsel hands Exhibit 64 for identification to senior meémber fof examination)

Scnior Mcmber: S§So received.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL F(R THE BOARD (Cont*d)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. YNow from the position you ware in on the signal bridge, could you hear any orders to engine
or wheel from the pilot house?
A. No, sir.

Q. Could you hear any radio messages coming over the primary tactical circuit?
a. No, sir.
)

Q. Now returning to the point of‘itpact, wvhat heppened to you?

A. T was knocked down and into the shack and the aterboard door shut. I was thrown around.
We hs some coffee cups, a can of paint, and it all became loose and was throwm around. We then
seemed to be alwost motionless for s moment and we moved sideways and rolled st the same time.

Q. Reolled in which direction?

4. To starboard, and right away we were laying flat. The ship was laying on its side with the
siznal bridge just starting to come into the water, so I started to push open the door and I ecouldn't
get it open into the water and we had just s little bit of resction, snough:for me to open the door
and swinm out from the ship.

Q. By reaction, you mean wvhat? .
A, Well, we went over and just seemed to come back » little bit.

3- In other words you started to right just a little bit?
&, Yes, rir.

Q. And vhen you got out, excuse me, lat me return agein to the night intentions you racefived
about 0030, I believe you said?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did you receive those, by what type of light?
4. The MELBOURNE used a white light, white signal light, small one, I think it was an 8 inch

Q. Was it = directional light pointed to eachb ship or was it an all around Iight?
A. HNo, it wvas s directional light.

Q. And it wvas sent to EVANS direct?
A. Yas, sir. I saw them calling, after they had sent it to us, I eaw them calling the BLACKPGOL,

it vas hard to see but T could juat tall they ware calling them alwo.

Q. And after you wers thrown into the water what happened to you?
A, I swvam avay from the ship, and then I ssw Mr. Hopson and Mr. Ramsey floating on a deck board
from the pilot house, 80 I swam up and grabbed shold of that.

Q. Were any other people holding onto the same detk board?
A, No, psir.

Q. Did you hear either Mr. Hopson or Mr. Remsey maks any statement whild you were henging omto

the pame deck board? :
A. Other than they wers concerned that everyons get sway from the ship, I can't remember who it
was, which ome, but they said, "Why did they coms that way?" or, "Why did they heve to turn that way?"

m
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Q. Did they indicate who they meant by “thay!"’
A No, sir.

Q. What were the conditions of Mr. Hopson and Mr..Ramsey?

A. Well, other than being excited, Mr. Ramsey, I think he said his legs hurt or that one of
his leys hurt snd they just seemed... Well, we were all shook up, more or less. They were really
concerncd that everyone get away from the ship.

Q. Was there any panic that you could obaerve?
A. No, sir.

N+ low about your own injuries, were you injured?
A. 1 cut my thumb in the door and I had a few scrapes and bruises, but nothing serious.

4. And can you tell us what happened to Rodrigues?
A. No, sir, other than what I heard after I got onto the MELBOURNE that he was thrown up on
the flight deck.

Q. Did you hear any whistle signsls or other alarms from either ship?

A. Yes, sir. Just before they hit I heard their,... I guess it was their collision alarm.
It wag real short and just 2 couple of blows, it seemed like, I don't remember it right up till
the time of collision, but I remember it just a couple of seconds bafore.

Q. And did it sound anything like the American collision signal?
A. I can't really say, sir.

Did you hear any blasts from their whistle?
No, sirx.

Did you hear any from EVANS?
No, sir. .- _

-

Did you hear any other alarm from EVANS?
. No, eir.

> T >0 ]

Q. How did you get aboard MELEOURNE?

A, One of their motor vhaleboats picked us up, in the water.

Q. From your position, c¢&n you see the navigational lights of FRANK E. EVANS?

A. No, sir, I could see our masthead lights. I could see the reflection from those.
Q. Do you recall vhether that light was turned on at any time prior to the collision?
A. No, siyr, I don't believe it was.

Q. Did you see any navigational lights on the MELBOURNE?

A. None other than their aireraft warning lights or their red lights.

Q. You saw no white lights at all?

A. No, sir.

Q. On Exhibit &4 which is to your right there, you indicated that MELBOURNE and EVANS were on
approximately the same course, did you intend to show that?

A. Well, at the time I waa watching them it seemed we had changed course throughout the night,
we would change just a little back and forth, but it never changed their position that much, they

were generally behind us or a.little ¢over to the side of us.

Q. Do I understand that answer to msan that that is based on vhat had happened during the
night rather than your observation, is that correct?
A. No, that's my observation.

Q. You actually saw her on a course parallel to EVANS?
A. Yes, sir, and vhen they sent me the signal they were almost in the same position too,

Q. No, I'm speaking of the time about 0305, which Exhibit 64 depicts?
A. Yes, sir, that's correct.

Q. And you observed the MELBOURNE clear enough to determine her course?
A. I believe that's the way they seemed they ware heading. That's the way it looked from

wvhere I was.

Q. Signalman Kraug, do you think that you eould, on another sgheet of paper like Exhibit 64,
diagram for the board the movements of the two ships from the time you observed MELBOURNE until the
time they came into collision as you vigualized it?

A. Yes, air.

Counsel for the board: We will mark that Exhibit 65 for identification.
Witness: You want this from the timea 030571

Counsel for the board: As you vigualized it from the time MELBOURME was on EVANS' port quarter
until the two ships came into collision. Is thet the way the bosrd would like it to be?

Senior Member: That's the period of time, yws.
382
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Witness: Would you like me to drew it in secticns!

Counsel for the board: Yes, why don't you draw the first ons, then move to the next one and
so forth.” (Witness dravs sectional sketches indicating the movemants of the two ships from time
0305 unti! tima of collieion)

Witness: From the time thet MELBOURNE went from bare (pointing to position on sketch) up forward,
I wasn't wetching them at all. T was on the starboaxd side then and we were wmaking a right turn.

Counsel for the board: Do we understand then, that the diagram labeled two at 0308 1, when you
were on the starboard quarter looking for the MELBOURME to emerge on that tide, is thet correct?

Witness: Yes, sir.
Counsel for the board: And you never saw mmm.mrsﬂ
Witness: No, alr.

e Counsel for the board: Now what was tha next thing you saw! Could you diagram that at figure
three?

Witness: This Ls coming out of & right turn (peinting to position on sketch). Right hare.

Counsel for tha board: Let the record indicate that the witnses is pointing to the EVANS in
figure three.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q- Now, as I understand it from your prior testimony, at fhe time indicated in figure three,
you sav red lights which you thought were stern lights of MELBXRNE, is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. Right about halfwey, well, they had slready started to make s left turn. They
seemed maybe already 50 degrees into a turn when they turned on the lights. They just all
automatically came om.

Q. Would you explain disgram four bafore you go to five?

4. The MELBOURNE seemed to be coming around to a left turn (witness pointing to the skateh).
It seemed like they had almost reversed course, and it seemad like we had just steadisd up and
instead of following them hare, we kept going straight while they ceme around left.

Q. Now going back to figure three, could you pot a little tail on EVANS to indicate that you
hed just came out of your starboard turn - is that what I understood?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. On diagram four, would you indicate your astimate of the range batween the EVANS' arrow
and the final position of MELBOURNE as shown on that diagram? Just put a dotted line and write in

your estimate of the range. .
A. TYes, sir. Right here (pointing to point of interest on sketch), that is the point of impact.

Q. Very well, you may resume your seat. Since MELBOURME did not appear on your starboard quarter,
as expscted, wvhen you made your starbosrd turn, is it possible that the ship you identified in figure

one may not have been MELBOUBNE - in your viaw? _
A. Wo, sir. That's vhen I was on the port side. That's the last time I saw har.

Q. And you positively identified thet as MELBOIRNR? )
A. Yes, sir. I was eitting there watching them all evening. We watch MELBOURNE more then

any other ship.

Q. And when you looked at MELBOURNE at 0305 and positively identified it as the MELBOURNE,

what part of MELBOURNE were you seeing, could you tell?
A. 1 was looking straight directly at it, right off har bow.

Q. And you could datermine clearly ths course within a few degrees - the course of MELROURNE?
A. Well, that's the way it looked like to me the last time I maw them back there.

- Q. And how is {t thet she didn't appear vhen you made s starboard turn? Do you have any

.explanstion?
A. Fo, sir, I don't. Meybe it didn't catch my eye, but I did atay over there figuring they

would come up, cause it was & big shadow and I just never remsmber seeing it.

Q. And the mext time you eaw MELBOURNE she wes on EVANS' bow, 1s that correct?
Yes, sir. 1 went back over to the port eside.

A.
Q. And it was on the port bow?
A. Yes, oir.

Just prior te collision, your diagram five would indicate thet MELBOURNE steyed on approximately

Q.
a straight course, ia thet correct?
A. Yes, sir. It seemed like they straightenad up just befors they kit us.

Q. And EIVANE wes on & hard right twwn? - : - S
A. Yes, oir. Ve started turning right. It looked like no matter how we turned they were aiming

for us. I owan that's the way it...
»3 A
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) Q. In figure thras you thought you wers % ' 's starn and ia figurs four you
. were looking at the bow, ts that correct? t } :
A. Yeas, sir. _ [ | ' _
il !

Q. Fow much time slspsed between thoss two figwrest
A, Maybe 2 half s mimuts at tha most. : .

. { O
'
Q. And during that period, according to your d‘n*rll, MILBOURNE had made over a hmdred and

elghty turn? ) .o
A. It looked like thay had. It looked liks tth !nn reveraing course.

Q. And could you deseribe, in as much detail as pioulblo, what you saw of MELBOIRNE in diagram

three vhere you were leoking at vhat you thought was the stern?
A. Yes, sir. I sav them turn on all red lightd, big round lights thet theay have, and I remenber

seeing the aircraft varning lights, two very small 1lights at the very top of their mast. I also
temember seeing the thvase yed lights on tha fantail just for a minute, and than thay turned aidewsys
and couldn't be seen. They had s lot of red lights on the island that came om.'

Q. And could you actually see the island?
A. You could spp the shadow of it.

Q. Could you tell which side of the ship it was on in ralation to you?
A. It lookad like it was thair port sids.
. i i
Q. The island was on the port side of the ship?
A. No, sir. It looksd like I was looking at the port side of their island and the port dide
of thair ship, but I know that the island was on the starboard side of the ship. . .
Q. And going haek again to figure one, what actually of MELROURNE d4id you gee in terms of ghip's

features? .
A. Just a big shedow. I couldn't... I gould just tall it was there.

Q. And vhat msds you eonclude that it was on approximataly the ssma course ag EVANS?
A. I don't really know. I guess it was just s presugption.

'
Q. Dig you see sufficient datail on the ship to detarmina her course?l
A. No, but thay staysd about the same diatence all the tims. Our diestance hardly ever changed,

Q. I balieve I may have askad you thies question, but Lif so0, would you mind repeating your
answer? You said something to the effect that Mr. Ramsey or Mr. Hepson said, "Why did they come
that way; why did they have to turn that way?” Do you know who the spokesman was referring to by
the term, "they?"

A. No, eir. ‘I just presumsd the MELROURME. That's what I remember them ssying other than
they were concerned that everybody get off the ship. They ware move or less yslling back to tha
ship for everyons to swim sway and get off of it. ‘ :

Q. Could you tall which side of the starn the thres vertical lights that came on for & moment

ware?
A, No, sir. I think it wvas amidships - smid thair stern.

Q. GColng back to figurs three - you indicated a redical change of course thare. Could it
have been possibie that you ware seeing the bow of MEIBORNE at all times?

A. I don't believe 8o, sir. I couldn't ssy definitely, yes, but 1 don't believe so, becauss
I d1d see those lights and that's how I realimed... It didn't dawn on me uatil I sew them coming
directly at us that that wvas their bow - that it vam't their stern.

Q. Bad you seen lights similar to that pmvinuily'l
A. Well, I bad seen it befors whan we had pland guarded for them. It was & fewv nights belforas

1 think.

Q. And those lights were similar to the ones you had peen on the stern?
A. Yes, sir. . .

Q. And thet's why you concluded that you ware seding the stern?
A. Yas, sir. : :

Q. DDid you see tha bow section of EVANS go down? '
A. Yes, oir. o I
. Aot e - FEr o R .
Q. Could you describe what you saw! — : :
A. Right after I left the ship, I must have simm y & bupdyedifest or so, and I looked beck
and it seemad to belly under a little and roll hr‘}: the seme time. The bow came up and it rolled

at the eame time.
. +
i

Q. Molled in which direction?
A. 1t rolled to sterboard,

Q. In other words, aven bayond the 90 degres poimxt H
A. Yes, becaues wvhen I laft tha ship, the mast, ar tha yaxdarm, I gueas it vas the port yerdarm,
wes otill stioking up and the rest of the mest vas wnder water w0 wva had gone right ofer 90 degraes

into tha water. b
"o, " K"l yoi esfd’ {t Be111ed over, the yurdern ¢lseppesred?
A. Yes. C D
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Q. mammm the bottom come o) i "
A. Yes, sir. Well, I sev more or lass. I guss/ils the port side as 1t rollad, 1t kind of

rolled and cams up at ll.-ut the same time. |

1
Q. Anddidthubum:.odwnfirntuth.fmp-tegthht ;
A. Tha after part went dowm first. ] !

4

Q- And #1d the bow eome up into the air? ' .| -
A. Yas, #ir. . ‘

1
Senior Member: Did you see the sonar doan? . ] !

Witness: It was so big, sir, I couldn't say. But I know it was the bow, from the angle of it.
I don't remember seeing the sonar doms. It was sharp pointed.

KXANTRATION Y Y8 BOARD

Quegtions by the senfor mamber: H |

‘ ]

Q. Signalman Kraus, would you refer to diagram 'ome on Exhibit 65, snd just step over thare and
point to the locations of ths other ships in the formation at that time relative to EVANE, and do
it slowly so we can record how you are pointing. Ydu icl.n mark them on thare with their inttial 1f
you lika?

A. Well, the EYRS, it seemsd like they ware -nug around a lot, but they wars mestly to
starboard and way ont fo front, and that is the only eows I wes ntchiu at that tims. I never sden
tha CLEQPATRA. My watch ulhf told me the CLEOPATEA was way out there behind the carrier and em
their port side. The LARSON appearsd avery onca i.n,nbh.'ll. in this area (vitness points to pesition
on Exhibit 65}, but they seemed to be floating most jon the side. I 40 remember sesing the LARSOM
here & couple of times during the watch. The reason I can tell the differance between KYES and the
LARSON 15 bacsause the KYES hes the ASROC. That's the ‘ouly way I can tall in the shadows, I could
see the ASROC lsuncher as the LARSON didn't heve Ll:.I I - . .

Q. Please ba seated. The moriing of 2 June, what time did you get up that worning?

A. 2 Juna? ‘ '

Q. Yas, the morning bafore the collipion? ,
A, Well, I had the mid-watch thet night, from d.hl;ht wntil seven and I wmt to slesp frem
saven to chvun thaen I had the afternoon watch.

Q. From what time?
A, From 12 to 6. Then I slept from six until midnight again and then cama on ths mid-watch

for 3 June.

Q. So you wars standing watch and watch?
A. Pardon, sir.

Q. You were standing watch om and watch off?
A. Yes, sir. $ix and six, six on and eix off. .

Q. Now long have you been doing this - hu-ny.!n?
A. hduitm'hn-uﬂtuhndhm :

Q. lohunyd-lnunluitbmmtmm-uﬂm-hnnlu.:oﬂu-uuhan

and watch off1 |
A. 1 guass about tsn daye, sir. ¥o, it would ho l 1little lomr thnn that, We ware ic Manila

tuﬂw--tldny.. I guess it would be abeut 13 days.

Q. Now sech sleep did you have !mjuth‘luko’y-nuhummhtum uluq-huﬂ
A. About five bowrs.

Ssnior Msmber: ﬂ- board hes no further qultf.ou for Nttty Officer Kvems.

Counsel for the beard: fignalman Krsus, yumphvuqu u-huqr!cthrauu-nt
suything related to tha subject mattsr of tha investightion that you think should be & matter of
record {n conmection therewith which hsasg not bou Mly brought out by the previeus questiocas. Do
you have anything te sdd st this time?

Witness: Mo, sir, _td-n'l:. o ___JJ_ ____‘ o

o alomy, -"-lli)d""\»

!lll'l.tuuvuhiy“mm.nahimﬂﬂtﬂru!m&ohﬁu-

o
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v Counsel for the board: Counsel offer this exhibit into evidence, We ask that it be admitted
a5 Exhibit @r. G

Senior member: I presume that you will wish to photograph 1t at a later time,
Counsel for the board: We would like to substitute a photograph in the permanent record.

Seaman Robert 8. Petty, U. S. Navy, wae called as a witness by counsel for the board, was
swo'n, and examined as follows:

Counsel for the board: Semman Petty, you have been called as a wltness for the boar] of
investigation which ig inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because 1t 1s understood that you have evidence that may
asslst the bomrd in its investigation., Under United States law, no witness may be compellel to
answer any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to
answer any such questlons., Do you understand what I have sald?

SN Petty: Yes, sir.,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questionz by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you state your full neme, grade and organization?
A. Robert E. Petty, Seaman, USS FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. How long have you been in the Navy?
A. I've been in over a year, air.

Q. How long have you been assigned to USS FRANK E, EVANS? _ -
A. About nine months, .

Q. What are your duties on board?
A, I work on deck, sir.

Q. What division is that?
A. That is First Division, sir,

Q. What type of watches deo you stand on board?
A. Lately, I have been standing Boatswain's Mate of the Watch, sir.

Q. Were you assigned a watch as Boatswain's Mate of the Watch during the early morning
of 3 June 19697
A. Yes, gir.

Q. What watch did you have?
A, I had the 12 to 4, sir.

Q. What 1s that Job of Boatswain's Mate of the Watch?
A. I am In charge of all the enlisted men on the bridge and men attached to the bridge, sir.

&. And that includes what personnel?
A, Lookouts and after-steering, sir.

Q. How about the Quartermaster of the Watch?
A. Yes, that 1g in the pilot house.

Q. Is it your responsibility to mee that the watches mre on deck and relieved on time?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. To whom do you report?
A. I report to the Officer of the Deck, sir.

Q. During the mid-watch, who was that?
A. Mr, Ramsey, sir,

Q. Where were you at about 0300 on the morning of 3 June?
A, I was ipgide the pilot house, gir,

Q. And do you retall who ¢lse was inside the pilot houge at that time?
A. Yes, gir, There was Melendrez that was at lee helm; Garcla was at the helm; Lyons was
Megsenger of the Watch; and Vigue was the Quartermaster of the Watch.

Q. Where were the Officer of the Deck and the Junior Officer of the Deck?
A, They were on the open bridge, sir.

Q. Do you recall an evolution by the EVANS at about that time? A change in dieposition

or formation?
A. RHRight then, no, sir,

Q. Do you recall the collision which occurred between MELBOURNE and EVANS?
A, Yes, sir.

86
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A.
Q.
A,

S R e e e

‘What were you doing immediately prior to that time?
T was standing by the lee helm, sir.

What do you recall being the first time you noticed MELBOURNE?
When we had started chenglng course. The order, "Right full,” was given and I glanced up

and I saw the MELBOURNE then.

Q.

A..

Q.
A,

Q.
A,

Q.

Do you recall what course you had been on prior to that time?
No, sir, I don't.

Do you recall the course and speed of EVANS at any time during your watch?
The formation speed was 18 knots, but as far as course, I don't know, sir,

At the time, was the first rudder you heard, "Right full rudder"?
Yes, sir,

You say you saw MELBOURNE at that time, What was the approximate relative bearing and

range of MELEOURNE at that time?

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Q.
A,

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

She was at about 355 and the range I couldn't tell you, sir,

Was she close or & long way away?
She was falrly close, air.

Did you hear any engine orders at any time?
Yes, sir, Right after I saw the MELBOURNE, the engine order, "All back full,"” was given.

Who gave the order, "Right full rudder”?
Mr, Hopson did, sir,

Who gave the order to, "Back engines full"? . . -
I'm not sure, sir. ’

Do you recall anything else that occurred on the bridge at about that time?
No, sir. .

Do you recall any statements by elther Mr, Ramsey or Mr, Hopson?
Well, right after the order, "All back full" was given I heard - it was either Mr. Ramsey

or Mr, Hopson - say, "She's going to hit us”,

Q.
A.

Q.
bearing
A,

Q.
A,

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Did you observe the MELBOURKE frem that point?
No, sir, I didn't., I was stlll standing my lee helm in case any other orders were given.

Did you observe the MELBOURNE any time other than the one time you saw her at relative
3557

No, eir,

Do you recall the colliglon ltself?
Yes, sir,

Could you describe' what you saw and heard?
I didn't see nothgng, as far as the collision.

What 4id you experience?
I remember being thrown,....lt seemed to me like the starboerd side, end sowme flying metal

or something hit me in the back. That's about all I remember at about the time of the collision.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Q.
A.
I don't

What 18 your next recollection after that point?
I was in the water.

Who else could you recognize in the water with you?
No one,

What did you do then?
I climbed back on board the ship, sir,

After you had climbed back on board, could you describe your actions, please?
Well, after I had climbed back on board, I didn't know where I was at and I opened a hatch.
know why I opened the hatch or anything else, but I opened it, There was several men caming

out through that hatch that I opened,

Q-
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Did you recognize any of the men that ceme out of the hatch?
One 6f them that I know, - I saw him come out, - was Codemo.

What is his rating and division?
He is a Seaman, and he 1s in OI Division, CIC.

Do you recall which hetch it was that you opened?
No, sir, I don't., I was told that it was the hatch leading down to the steam line golng

to the crew's mess.
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Q. Would that be the main deck hatch on the port mide?
. A, Yes, sir,

Q. And do you recall anything else betweap that time and the sinking of the bow?

A. Ro, sir.
{. Do you recall how you fot off the second time?
A. No, gir,

Q. Do you recall seeing the bow sink?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you describe that for the board, please?
A

« 1 was on a fender then. T turned aroupd and looked at it and I saw 1t ainking, so I turnes
around ani started swimming again.

Q. Was anyone else on the fender with you?
A. Yes, sir, I don't know who all they were, but thers were about seven or eight men there
that T know on the fénder with me.

Q. Could you tell what part of the bow sank firgt?
A. No, sir. I couldn't, I just saw it going down. ILdke I said, T turned around and started
swimming again,

Q. How far awvay were you?
A. I couldn't tell You that either, sir, -

Q. Did you observe the ‘conduct of other personnel in the water?
A. Not remslly, sir.

Q. Did you observe the orders of the Officer of the Deck being carried out at the wheel and
the engine orders? T ' .
A. Yes, EBir,

Q. VWere they carried out promptly?

A. Yes, sir, They were, Whenever the MELBOURNE hit, we were in full swing to the right and,
"All back full," was given by me becauge the man on the lee helm, he was new and he kind of hesitated
before he gave an order. $o when I heard, "All back full," I just threw the post back to, "A1l back
full”,

+
Q. When the rudder was ordered right full, was it Promptly executed by the helmsman?
A. Yes, sir, Like I sald we was in full ewing to starboard whenever ghe hit,

Q. Can you estimate how many people came through the hateh that Yyou held open?
A. I didn't know at the time., T was told later that there was mbout twenty people came
through the hatch,

Q. Did you hear any sort of g collision alarm from either ship prior to the collision?
A. No, gir,

Q. Did you hear any whisrle signals from eithaer shipt

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall any order other than the, "Right full," between 0300 and the time of the
colligion? :

A. No, sir. There was no other between the "Right full" rudder until the collision. There
was no other rudder order given,

Q. Prior to the time "Right rull" rudder was given, had you heard any léf't rudder order given
at any time?

A. Before that we were changing courses frequently, and I wasn't paying too much attention
to it really, because there was a qualified helmsman on the helm, I wag watching the lee helm and
some of the other guys most of the time, because they were mostly new guys, They had been on it
before, but I was making sure that they got it right, if anything was given,

Q. At the time that you gsaw MELBOURNE, could You tell whether or not she was on e Eteady
course or turning?

A. HNo, sir. I couldn't. Like I said, I just glanced, and I didn't know if ghe was headed
towards or away from us,

@. What part of MELBOIRNE could ¥ou aee, do you recall?
A. No, sir,

Q. And you then did not see MELBOURNE again after that time, is that right?

A. I did see her just before she hit. &he looked like she was turning left, asir,
Q

A

« And vhat part of her did you see jugt before she hit?
- It was either the gide or the front of her - I'm not sure,

Q. Which side could you tell?
A. FRo, gir,

"Qs Prior to the colligion did You hear any order to turn on EVANS' navigational lights?
A. No, sir,
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@. Do you recall whether anyone turned them on at all?

A. I don't know if the navigation lights were on or if we were at lighting measure greern,
I don't know which one we was &t., When I come on watch we was at lighting measure green, I think.
I'm not sure, but...I don't know if anybody turned on any lights or turned off any lights. I'm
not sure what lights we were at at the time.

@. You don't know the state of the lights at any time you were on watch, is that correct?
A. No, sir.

Counsel for the board: No further questions from counsel,

Senlor member: The board has no further questions for Seaman Petty,

Counsel for the board: Seamar Petty, you are advised thet at this time you are privileged
to make any further statement covering anything reiated to the subject matter of the investigation
that you think should be s matter of record which haz not fully been brought out by the questions
we nave asked you. Do you have anything to add?

SN Petty: No, sir,

The witness was duly warned concerning his tegtimony and withdrew from the board room,

Ccunsel for the board? We have two more witnesses we would like to call this afternoon. We
hope that they both will be ghort,

Benlor member: Proceed,

Seaman Apprentice Terry H. Vejr, U, B, Navy, was called as & witness by counsel for the board,
was sworn, and examined as follows:

Counsel for the board: Seaman Apprentice Vejr, you have been called as a witnegs for this
board of investigation which ig inquiring into the circumstantes surrounding the ecklision of
MMAS MELBCURNE and USS FRARK E. EVANS, because 1t ig understood that you have evidence which may
assist the board in its investigation. You are adviged that under United States law, no witness
may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you
may refuse to answer any such questions, Do you understand what I have said?

SA Vejr: Yes, sir.
’ EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you state your full neme?
A. Terry Robert Vejr.

Q. And your rating?
A. Beaman Apprentice,

Q. To what ghip are you assigned?
A, USS FRANK E, EVANS,

Q. To what ship were you assigned on the early morning of 3 June 196G7
A. USS FRARK E, EVANS,

Q. How long have you been in the Navy?
A. Eleven months.

Q. How long have you been ageigned to the FRANK E. EVANS?
A, About eight months,

Q. What division are you mzsigned to?
A. Flrst division.

Q. What types of watches do you stand on board?
A, In port, quarterdeck watches and at sea, all the underway -watches,

Q. On the early morning of 3 June were You assigned a watch?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What watch was that? -
A. After steering.

Q. What time did you take station in after steering?
A. Quarter to twelve,

Q. Was there an&one else on watch with you in after steering or in the vicinity?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Who was that?
A. Robertson, MM3.
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