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The board reconvened in executive session at 0830 hours, 23 June 1969 • 

During this leslion the board reviewed and approved the transcript taken on the 21st of June 1969 
and made executive decisions as to future proceeding. of the board. 

The board's executive session adjourned at 0943 ho'll's, 23 June 1969. 

The board reconvened in open session at 0948 hours, 23 June 1969. 

All peraons connected with the QCi ... rd who were present when the baud adjourned were again present. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board 1s convened in open session. Any person who may ~ 
called as a witness Is asked to withdraw. The board calls as its first witness today, Able Seaman 
Davies. 

Able Seaman Weapons Mechanic Thomas Lester Davies, RAN, was called as a witness by counsel for the 
board, was sworn and examined as follows: 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): You have been called as a witness for this board of investiga­
tion which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of the HMAS MELBOURNE and 
USS FRANK E. EVANS because it is understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in 
their investigation. Under Australian law it 1s necessary to ~arn you that you may refuse to answer 
any question the answer to which may tend to expose you to any penalty of forfeiture. It will be for 
YO'.l to raise the objection and for the board to d.ecide whether you must answer the question or not. 
Do you understand? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Will you state your full name and rank'? 
A. Thomas Lester Davies, Able Seaman Weapons Mechanic. 

Q. And you are a member of the ship's company of HMAS MELBOURNE, are you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you standing a watch on the night o!' 2nd and 3rd' of June? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What watch was that? 
A. Lookout supervisor, sir. 

Q. When did you go on watch that night? 
A. I had the middle watch, sir - 12 'til 4. 

Q,. What did you say "before 12 'til 4?" 
A. I had the middle watch. 

Q. You went on ~atch just before midnight? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And did yO'J. remain on watch until the time of the collision? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The duties that you were performing on that watch, were that o! what? 
A. Lookout supervisor, sir. 

Q. What does the lookout supervisor do? 
A. Make sure the looko'.lts are closed up constantly and at that time of Bight you were 100king 

for aircraft and making sure that you report anything you see. 

Q. You are talking a bit too fast. You said "make aure the lookouts are closed up constantly 
and that night you were looking fOr aircraft?" 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q,. WOo ar. the lookouts that you supervise? 
A. Port and starboard lookouts, sir. 

Q. Where were they atatio':ted during this watch? 
A. On the gun direction platform. . 

Q. And where were you stationed? 
A. On the gun direction platform, sir. 

Q. Where is the gunnery direction platror. in relation to the bridge? 
A. Directly above it. 

Q. Where i& it 1n relation to the 1.l&Dd superstructure'? 
A. Forward, sir. 
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Q. Is it al rar forward as you can go in the 8uperstructure? 
A. Yel, sir. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Q. Now was there lame particular thing which attracted your attention shortly before the collision 

occurred"? 
A. Just before the collision oc:urred, lir, I was taking a look at two helicopters on the starboard 

side and something made me turn around to forward. 

Q. Wbat was that? 
A. It was the EVANS passing left to right acrols our bow. 

Q. You saw the EVANS passing from left to right across the bow or MELBOURNE? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At approximately what distance was EVANS when you law her doing this? 
A. Abollt 1,000 to 1,500 yards, si!' .• 

Q. What was the angle at which she was crossing the projected track o~ MELEOuru~ - are you able 
to help us there? 

A. Approximately 30 to 40 degrees. 

Q. At that stage, was MEL8QURNE on a steady course or turning? 
A. At this stage we had just started turning and sounded two blasts on the siren. 

Q. In which direction was MELBOURNE turning? 
A. To port. 

Q. When EVANS, as yO'.l said, crossed from left to right, did you see any l.ights showing in her? 
A. Yes, sir. I could see the bridge lights and there was a red light just below the bridge, sir. 

Q. When you say bridge lights, what lights do you mean? 
A. The red light, sir - police light. 

Q. Which light? 
A. Po:ice light. 

Q. Without describing them, can you define where the lights were by relation to the bridge o~ 
EVAt'iS? 

A. The one red light, sir, was just below the bridge, toward forward, and the bridge lights, or 
what I thought were, bridge lights ••••• 

Q. What color Were what you called the bridge lights? 
A. Red, sir. Sort of hazy red. 

Q. Where were they in relation to the bridge? 
A. At the bridge. 

Q. At the bridge - you mean on the bridge? 
A. On the bridge. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see any white lights in EVANS? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, did you continue to observe EVANS as she crossed from left to right? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How far did she get on to the starboard side of MELBOURNE? 
A. Nearly her full ship's length, sir. 

Q. Near ly what? 
A. Nearly the full ship's length of EVANS. 

Q. What was her relatiVe bearing at that point from MELBOURNE? 
A. Starboard 20, sir, approx1ma.tely. 

Q. What else next did you observe about EVANS? 
A. She turned completely around, sir, and then came straight back in front of us. 

Q. What sort of turn did you observe her making? 
A. Very sharp turn to starboard, sir. 

Q. What was the range from EVANS to MELBOURNE when you observed her maldng a sharp turn to 
starboard? 

A. 500, sir. 

Q. Well, did you continue to observe the situation? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What did you see after that? 
A. EVANS came back across our bow, sir, and we collided. 
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Q. 

able to 
A. 

What was the angle bet""en the headinc ot the two ah1pa at tile time of colliaion if you are 
tell u.? 
I couldn't say for 8ur~, sir. 

Q. What did you notice about the effect or the impact on yourself? 
A. When we hit the EVANS, sir, I felt it a rair bit. Then the EVANS 

and came back up and righted her.elf and that 1. when we aliced through. 
the GDP. 

Q. It wasn't much of a jolt in the GOP? 
A. Yes, ~here was a bit of a jolt but not real bad. 

d' 
Q. Did the atrect your footing? 
A. No, I was holding on. 

rolled over, half we:y over, 
It wasn't much of a jolt in 

Q. Now coming back to the point when you first observed the EVANS, as you say, going from left 
to right. Which side of EVANS were you looking at at that stage? 

A. Starboard side, sir. 

Q. Did it surprise you at all to see a red light at that stage? 
A. Yes, sir. It did look a bit strange just one red light by itself. 

Q. Did it seem to you to be a port running light or some other kind of light? 
A. It wasn't a port running light, sir. It wa •• ome other kind of light. 

Q. Are you able to say what sort of light it was or don't you know? 
A. I don't kno,,,., sir. 

Q. Dim or bright? 
A. Bright, sir. 

Q. And as I think you said it was forward of the bridge and at a slightly lower ~evel? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What lights was MELBOURNE sholnng at this stage? 
A. Flight deck lights, sir. 

Q. Which of the flight deck lights? 
A. What I could see, sir, was the island and forward of the island. I couldn't see the after 

section. I wasn't taking much notice of it, air. 

Q. We have been told there are flight deck lights forward, midships and aft. Which ones were 
burning at this time? 

A. Mijships and forward. 

Q. Are you referring to the "moonlights" or to sane other kind? 
A. The moonlights, sir. 

Q. Were there any other kind of lights besides the "moonlights" on the flight deck? 
A. I couldn't say for sure, sir. They were flying helicopters up •••• 

Q. If you jldn't observe it ••••• ? 
A. I didn't observe it. 

Q. Did you observe whether MELBOURNE was showing any navigational lights? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you in a position where you could Bee the navigational lights if they were showing? 
A. No, sir. They are below the GOP. 

Q. Coming back to your first sighting of EVANS, what ¥as it that drew your attention to the 
destroyer? 

A. I don't really knOw, sir. I just looked straight around. Kind of a reflex, I suppose. 

Q. Had you heard any sounds before you looked around? 
A. Not at that moment. 

Q. Did you make any report. to the bridge? 
A. No, sir. It all happened a bit too quick. 

Q. You have estimated an angle of 30 to 40 degrees between the two ships' tracks. Can you 
tell how you are able to ~orm this elttmate1 

A. Just out of my sighting, sir. 

Q. Out of your ••• 1 
A. Out of my sighting when 1 turned around, sir. When I turned to look at the EVANS, it's just 

the approximate angle it was on. 

Q. Your approximate? 
A. My approximate angle I thought the EVANS was cn. 

342 

DECLASSIFIED 



Q. Well, it'. baled on a visual observation, 18 it? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you using binoculars or not? 
A •. At that stage, no. 

Q. Were you at any stage? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When? 
A. Not On the EVANS, as it was too close. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Q. Did you have any difficulty in determining the heading of EVANS when yon first saw her? 
A. No, sir. It was a clear night. 

Q. Did you have any difficulty in seeing this red light on EVANS without binoculars? 
A. No, sir. 

~. What lights did EVANS show after 
A. I couldn't rea~y tell you, sir. 

she made the sharp turn to starboard that you mentioned? 
At that stage I was getting ready to brace myself, because 

I coulj see the collision comi~g. 

Q. You don't know what lights you saw at that stage? 
A. I couldn't say for sure, sir. 

Q. After EVANS made this turn to starboard what aspect of her were you looking at? 
A. I was looking straight at her, sir. 

~. What Side? 
A. Port side, sir. 

Q. I would like to ask you about the lights on MELBOURNE again. Firstly, navigat~on lights. 
FrOl!l"where you were, were you able to see any llllllriPional light"s? 

A. I couldn't see the port Of' starboard navigational lights, sir. They are below the GnP. The 
masthead and steaming lights they might have been on, sir, but I couldn't say because I wasn't really 
looking at them. 

Q. Where were they placed in relation to where you were standing? 
A. There is one in fron~ of the GOP, and there is one on the masthead above GOP, sir. 

Q. Can you, from where you were standing, see the lights? 
A. I can see the masthead and steaming lights. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you kriow, one way or the other, whether they were burning? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Now as to floodlights, did you S"ee •••• sorry, did you see any ''moonllghts.'' burning on MELBOURNE 
that night? 

A. The flight deck lights. Yes, sir. 

Q. We've asked this before, but we are going over it again if you don't mi~d. Which of the 
"moo'C1liehts" did you see burni:'lg? 

A. Abreast of the island and forward, sir. 

Q. Did you see any other flight deck lights in addition to the moonlights? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you aware that there are flight deck lights in addition to the moonlights? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. What color were the moonlights? 
A. White, sir. 

Q. Now, you have told us that the midship moonlighting and the forward moonlighting wer~ burni~g 
at the time of the collision. Are you able to tell UI when it was that they were first switched on? 

A. No, sir. I couldn't tell you. 

Q. Are you able to give us any recollection as to how ~ong they had been burning before the 
collision? 

A. No, sir. 

~. 
forward 
. A. 

Can you te~l us where the moonlights which illuminate the midship 
part of the flight deck are themselves situated? 
Around the perimeter of the flight deck and in the center. 

Q. Center of what? 
A. Fli~~t deck. Approximately in the center. 

Q. Do you believe that they are located on the flight deck itself? 
A. Yes, Bir. As best a8 I could see. 

part of the flight deck and 
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Q. Did you see any lights on the island .tructur. which i11uainated the f11sht dock? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Have YOll ever seen any lights situated on the eds- of the flight deck? 
A. Yes, sir. Close to the edge, sir. 

Q. Did you see any lights on the island structure which illuminated the flight deck? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever seen any lights situated 
A. Yes, sir. Close to the edge, sir. 

Q. What color were those 
A. White, I think, sir. 

sir. I just didn't take much 

lights1 
I couldn't say J 

notice, sir. 

on the edge of the flight deck? 

since I don't have nothing to do with the flight deck, 

Q. Could you hear any pipej announcements over the ship? 
A. Yes, sir. After the two blasts of the siren, collision stations was piped and then after that 

emergency stations. 

Q. Are you able to tell us whether the turn by EVANS to starboard was a tight turn, shallow turn 
or socewhere in between? 

A. Tight turn, sir. 

Q. Able Seaman Davies, I want to ask you more about your understanding of the lighting situation. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, will you describe to us what lights were illuminating the flight deck? Firstly, in 
rel~tion to the parts of it which were illuminated? 

A. The part that was illuminated that I seen was the island and forward of the island. The 
lights were on the flight deck itself. 

Q. And the part of the flight deck abreast of the island and forward of the island ~hich was 
illumi~ated, did this extend all the way to the port side of the ship? 

A. That I couldn't say, sir. 

Q. Were they floodlights or just marker lights? 
A. Marker lights. 

Q. Do y~u ~ean that these were parts of the flight deck, midships and forward, which were not 
illuminated? 

A. Well, these lights, they ••• I could see the whole flight deck, sir. 

Q. You could? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ann the lights that permitted you to see the whole of the fligbt deck, mid~hips and forwa~d, 
where were they ~hemselves situated? 

A. Right forward, sir, starboarJ side. I couldn't actually say that on the p<nt side, sir, ~ut 

-there was also lights in the center of the flight deck. 

Q. As be~ween the island structure and the flight deck itself, where were the lights located1 
A. -Say again, sir. 

Q. As between the flight deck itself and the island structure, where were the lights situated? 
Which of those two were they on? 

A. Approximate~ half way between the port and starboard side, sir. 

Q. On the flight deck? 
A. On the flight deck, sir. 

Q. When you saw EVANS make her turn to starboard, did you thereafter continue to see that red 
light that was for~ard of and lower than the bridge or not? 

A. I couldn''t say, sir. I didn't quite take notice. I was just watching the ship itself. 

Q. What length of experience have you had as a lookout or as a lookout supervisor? 
A. Two and a half years, sir. 

Q. Bow long as a supervisor and how long as a lookout? 
A. Lookout for two and a half years and supervisor for one. 

Q. In what ships? 
A. lIELBOURNE. 

Q. Well, two a~d a half years as a look~ut and twelve months as a supervisor, do you mean 
three and a half years all to~ether? 

A. No, sir. Two and a half years mixed in with both, sir. 

Q. What is the total length of experience - two and a haJj' years? 
A. Two and a half years. Yes, sir. 

Q. Haw much as a l.ookDut and how much u • supervisor' 
A. Twelve months as lookout and eighteen months &s supervisor, sir. 
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EXAMINATION BY THE BOAEIl 

Questions by Ii member (RADM b~evenson): 

Q. Able Seaman Davies, when the flight deck of MELROURNE is 111umitlated for flying, are yell 
aware of any lights that shine down from the top mast that give an o\"erall illumination? 

A. No, sir. I really haven't taken much notice. 

EXAMINATIllN BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Did you see the moon that night? 
A. I really couldn't say, sir, I really wasn't taldng too o:.lch notice of the moon. 

Q. 
A. 

You are unable to tell us when the moon rose and its degree of brightness? 
No, sir. 

Q. 
on the 

A. 

In relation to the lights on MELBOURNE that yOll aaw, is 1 t correct that they were all located 
flight deck and none of them located on the island structure? 

The ones I saw, sir, were on the flight deck. I didn't notice any on the island. 

Q. 
A. 

And to be more specific, were they set into the deck? 
Yes, sir. 

Senior Member: Does counsel have any further questions? 

Cou:1.sel for the bol:l.:.1 (CDR Glass): No, 3ir. 

Senior Member: The boarj has no further questions. 

Cou~sel for the board (CDR 3las6): Able Seaman Davies, you have an opportunity at this time to 
make a statement of any additional matter relating to the subj~ct of this investigatiQn whi,::h has 
not as yet been brought out by the questions asked of you. Is there any additional matter "to which 
you ·,.rish to r~fer? 

Witness: No, sir. 

The -..ritness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the boartS. roOl;. 

Le3.ding Tac1;.ical Operator Peter John Sturman, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witness by 
.:!ounsel for the board, was sworn, and exami_'led as follows: 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): You have been called as a witness for this board of investi­
gation · .... hich is inquiri:1g b.to the circumstances surrounding the collision of the HMAS MELBOURNE and 
USS FRAt'VK E, EVAi'IS, because it is understood that you have eviden,'::e which may assist the boarj in its 
investigation. Unjer Australian 1aw it is necessary to 'Harn you ,that you may refuse to ans~ .... er any 
question the ans·wer to l't'hich may tend to expose you to aay penalty or forfeiture. It will be for 
yOIl to raise the obj~ction and for the boar1 to decide whether you !!lust ans·",er the question or not. 
Is that understood? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMr'iATloN BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q. Will you please state, slowly, your full name1 
A. Peter Joh~ Sturman. 

Q. And your rank? 
A. LTO, Leading Tact ical Ope:ata.r. 

Q. Were you standing a watch in MELBOURNE on the night of 2nd and 3rd of June1 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I.lhen di:l yOIl come on watch that night? 
A. I commenced my watch at 0200. 

Q. Where wer~ you standing your watch1 
A. On the flag deck. 

Q. What duties were you performi~g there? 
A. I was supervisor of the flag deck at the time. 

Q. Where is the flag deck in relation to the GOP? 
A. The flag deck and GDP areas are on the one level and are divided by a partition. The flag 

deck is just aft of the GDP. 

Q. HO\-J is access gained from. the flag deck to the GDP? 
A. There is a gap between the screens and that's where you walk through. 
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0.. You can walk straight through the gap? 

A. (witness nodded head in the afflJllative.) 
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Q. ~ow, was there s~~one on the Gnp Or flag deck with you just before the collision? 

A. Yes. TO Ahearn was with me at the time. Tactic&l Operator Ahearn. 

Q. Where was he standing watch? 
A. qe was also on the flag deck. 

Q. Now as of a result of something he said to you, where did you direct your attention? I'm 

sorry! Did you go to same different place fram the flag deck? 

A. Yes, sir. I moved on to ±he GOP when TO Ahearn brought my attention to the ship. I moved 

onto the GOP to get a better l~ok. 

Senior Member: I'm sorry, could you speak a little louder, please? 

A. When TO Ahearn brought my attention to a ship on the starboard bow, I moved onto the GDP 

area to get a clOser look. 

Q.. 'What duties was Ahearn pe!"forming that night? 

A. He was a signalman on the flag deck. 

Q. "..{ben yOIl ;.rent to the GDP did you see anyone else there? 

A. There were two lookouts and a lookout supervisor on the GDP. 

Q. And what were the names of the two lookouts? 

A. I don't know what their names were, sir. 

Q. Do you knovl the name of the supervisor that was there? 

A. Yes, sir. It was Able Seaman Davies, sir. 

Q. From the '}DP did you mak~ an observation of any ship in the vicinity of MELBOURNE? 

A. Yes, sir. There was a ship abollt 10 degrees on the starbo.l3.rj bO .... l of MELBO~NE at a distance 

of abo~t 300 yards. 

Q. In which direction was the ship heading? 

A. At the time, sir, it appeared to be heading on almost a reciprocal course to what we were 

steeri.1g. 

Q. Was she travelling from left to right or from right to left as you looked at her? 

A. She seemed to be coming more to .. rards the MELBOURNE itself, sir. 

Q. What was the MELBOURNE doi:'lg at that stage? 

A. We were steering a steady COlrrse. 

Q. Was there any change in MELBOUR~~' sheading? 

A. ~o, sir. Not at that stage. 

Q. Was there at a later stage? 
A. Yes, sir. I am not exactly su.re when the MELBOURNE did start to turn, but it. was just before 

the collision. 

Q. Which way did she turn? 
A. Hard to port, sir. 

Q. ~at did you observe about the ship that you mentioned? 

A. The ship then made a very hard turn to starboard and moved in front of our 00\1. 

Q. Mad~ a very hard turn to starboar1, !l.l1d what did you say? 

A. Moved in front of the MELBOURNE's bow. 

Q. Which ship starlj~d turning first, the MELBOURNE to port or the EVANS to starboa:cj? 

A. I would say, sir, the EVANS to starboard. 

Q. _4nd what sort of turn Was she making? 

A. It was a very sharp turn, sir. 

Q. And did you observe anythi~g in relation to her wake? 

A. Yes, sir. She churned up a very heavy wake which to ce indicated she may have been in­

creasing r~volutions. 

Q. What did you observe from that point of time onwards in relation to the two ships? 

A. When the EVANS turned very hard to starboar:i, the MELBOURNE started turning very slo.dy to 

port and "fie just collided with her in about midships position. 

Q. ~ould you tell us what was the angle between the heading of the two ships when they c~e 

together'? 
A. I couldn't say that accurately at all, sir. 

0.. 
port or 

A. 

When YOIl first saw EVA.'iS, what part of her was nearest to you, the bow or stern, and if so, 

starboard side. 
When I fir.t saw the EVANS, the starboarcl bow 'rould have been nearest to us. 
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Q. And did you .ee any lights showing in EVANS? 
A. ~o, sir, I didn't. 'But I wouldn't be able to say for sure that there were no lights burnl:1g. 

Q. Did you see any navigational lights burning in MELBOURNE? 
A. Well, A,bout ten l!Iinutes before the collision, sir, I noticed the fly deck area get iilumina.te'l 

slightly, which to me indicated that the masthead steaming lights were switched on, although I did 
not look up and check. 

Q. And how long W8B this before the collision? 
A. I would say about ten minutes before the collision, sir. 

Q. What degree of illumination is there on the flag deck if the masthead light 1s off? 
A. There 1s no illumination at all on the flag deck, sir. It was a clear night and it was very 

easy to see on the flag deck itself. It was more of a reflected light that came on, and it made it 
just that little bit easier to see. 

Q. Where are the masthead lights situated in relation to the flag deck? 
A. T~ mast itself is directly behind the flag deck. There are two masthead steaming lights 

on the mast. There would be One about twelve feet above the flag deck level which comes out on a 
spur about four Or five feet long. Above this there is also another light which would be about 
eight feet from the first light attached to the mABt. 

Q. Did you actually look up to see them burning that night? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Is it your belief that they were burning? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you see any moonlighting on MELBOURNE that night? 
A. Yes, sir. I couldn't say for sure when the moonlighting itself was switched on, but I would 

say that it had been on for a fair while. 

Q. What do you mean by fair while7 
A. Well, I haven't any recollection of them being switched on, sir, so I couldn't say when it 

was switched on. 

Q. Well, was it on at the time of the collisionl 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And when you say it was on, what part of the flag deck was lit up by the moonlighting? 
A. The whole of the flight deck was lit up, sir, except for the way the moonlighting shines, 

there is a space of about twenty feet forward which is not illuminated. It shines directly on the 
catapult launching area. 

Q. How much of the flight deck was not lit up, could you tell us? 
A. I would say about thirty feet - a section which would be about thirty feet long starting from 

the forward end of the flight deck. 

Q. What light was showing on the rest of the flight deck? What color? 
A. It's a white light, sir. 

Q. Where are the lights which Provide this illumination situated? 
A. They are also situated on the mast, sir. They are in a square group and they are angled so 

that they shine down onto the flight deCk. 

Q. You said earlier that when you first saw EVANS she appeared to be on a reciprocal course. 
Could you explain in a little more detail what you meant by that? 

A. Well, she appeared to be steering a course which would have, •••• had she continued it, she 
would ha',re passed down our starboard side. 

Q~ How long after you first saw her did she start to turn that you observed? 
A. I would say about three to five minutes, sir. 

Q. When she started her turn, could you give us your estimate of her relative beari111g from 
MELBOURNE? 

A. On about the same bearing, sir. 10 degrees on the starboard side. 

Q. I direct your attention to the fact that you said, I believe, that when you first saw the 
EVANS on a reciprocal course she was about 300 yards away. 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. And you said just now that she made her turn to starboard in about three to five minutes 
after you first saw her. 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. NOW, do you find any inconsistency between those two statements? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you like to explain yourself & little further'l 
A. With the statement I ju.t made the distance. and times don't coincide. 
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Q. No. Which 1s the better - the best of your recollection 1n regard to distances and times? 
A. Well, sir, the original sighting of EVANS 10 degrees on the starboard bow at about 300 

yards a~_y, I consider that a fairly accurate estimate, sir. The time, as I stated before, is 
rairlydifficult to judge at times. 

Q. 
started 

A. 

You don't 
turning? 
No, sir .. 

wish to judge the time that elapsed from when you first saw EVANS to when she 

Q. When the moonlighting is on, is the flag deck lit up to any appreciable extent? 
A. Its not actually lit up, sir, but it throws a bit of a shadow on the flag deck by •••• When 

the lighting 1s switched on, sir, the moonlighting does illuminate the flag deck to a certain extent. 

Q. Are you able to tell the dif~erence between light coming on to the flag deck fram the moon­
lighting and light coming onto the deck from navigational lights? 

A. No, sir. Outside of •••• The moonlighting would be a bit brighter than the navigational lights, 
sir. 

Q. Is it possible that the lighting you had on the flag deck came from the moonlighting, or do 
you still think it came from the navigational lighting? 

A. It would be possible, sir, but I had. thOught that the moonlighting was on fo~ a fair while 
before the collision and I can't recall it being switched off. 

Senior Member: The board has no questions for this witness at this time. 

Counlel for the board (CDR Glass): LTO Sturman, are there any additional matters that you would 
like placed before the board that have not been brought out by the questions asked of you? 

LTO Sturman: No, sir. 

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room. 

Leading Seaman Lawrence Harper Scott, Royal Austra.l.ian Na.vy, was called as a witness by counsel 
for the board, was sworn, and examined as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. What is yOUI' ful.l name and rank? 
A. Lawrence Harper Scott, Leading Seaman Radar Plot, Royal Australian Navy. 

Q. You're a member of the ship's company of HMAS MELBOURRE? 
A. I am. 

Q. And you were on the night of the 2nd and 3rd of June? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you keep a watch that night? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you go on watch? 
A. I went on watch at approximately quarter to twelve. 

Q. And did you remain on watch until the collision? 
A. I remained on watch until the collision and until 7:00 o'clock in the morning. 

Q. Whe~e were you keeping watch? 
A. I was keeping the watch as LOPO. 

Q. LOPO which stands for? 
A. Local Operations Plot Officer in front of the table. 

Q. What are the duties of the Local Operations Plot Officer? 
A. Supervise the plotting the table and passing out SITREPS to other ships in company. In 

general, keeping the bridge informed of what 1s going on on the plot itself. 

Q. Do you have regard to the PPI scope in doing your duties? 
A. Yes, I keep an eye on the PPI, looking out for new radar contacts and keeping a watch on the 

ships in company to see that they don't came too close. 

Q. Now this plot - local operations plot - that you kept, how 1s that set up? 
A. The scale of the night was 2 miles to the inch. We had just changed the plot and at the time 

we were plotting in the top right hand corner of the plot. 

Q. Can you tell us when it was that you changed the plot? 
A. At 0307, in the morning. 

Q. 
A. 

to the 

Was there any particular reason for changing it at that staRe? 
Yes; we had run out of playing area to the lSo\ttheast. ao we had to change the plot and move up 

top of the table as we were travelling in a southwesterly course. 
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Q.. Could you repeat again the answer to the que.tion. W .... there any particular reason for 
changing the old plot at O,07? This man [reporter] here has to repeat every word you say. 

n. Yes, we were running out of playing area on the plot and we had to move up to the north 
again ·so that we could start again. 

Q. Is this sheet of paper the plot that you were keeping until 03071 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q.. Upon an examination of this, can you tell us What ships you were plotting until the time this 
plot was discontinued? 

A. Yes, we were plotting ourselves, EVANS and CLEOPATRA. Those two being the closest wing ships 
of the screen. 

Q. And if one looks at this plot, does it show the track of EVANS with the name EVANS against 
it, likewise for CLEOPATRA, and is MELBOURNE's track the white track which is not specifically marked? 

A. Affirmative. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel offers this LOP in evidence as Exhibit 59. Counsel 
offers it with the understanding that when it is photographed the original may be withdraWn. 

Q. It started at 021746 and finished at 022007, both Zulu time, is that correct? 
A. That is correct, sir. 

Senior Member: This may be admitted subject to the proviso that the photographs which may be 
made from this show clearly the data on the item. Then we may substitute photographs. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you look at this photograph that is a photo of the local operation plot which was ad­
mitted as Exhibit 5. Is that the plot that you kept immediately after you discontinued that one 
we have just seen? 

A. Yes, sir. That is the plot. 

Q. 
A. 

Where did you commence this particular plot? 
At what time? 

Q. 
A. 

No. In what part of the plot did the plotting originally begin? 
In the top northeastern corner on the plot. 

Q. You indicated an area of plotting in the top right-hand corner of the photo~aph. At some 
stage, was the plotting moved to the center of the plot? 

A. Yes, sir. After the collision I asked the Operations Room Officer if I co~d open the scale 
of the plot when we started air search operations so as to give us a clearer picture of what was 
going on in the local scene. 

Q. How many minutes plotting is recorded in the area near the top right-hand co~ner of the 
photograph? 

A. It' s eleven minutes. 

Q. What ships were you plotting at that stage? 
A. We were plotting CLEOPATRA and BLACICPOOL at that stage. EVANS had been told to come back to 

"Formation ONE" (sic) and when she had been told to do that, we ceased plotting her on the plot. I 
was watching her on radar at that time. 

Q. Now what particular radar display were you watching her on? 
A. I was watching her on the 978 radar display. I had switched the scale of the radar to five 

miles, so that I could get a closer look at her. 

Q. Was there any particular reason for having a close view of her as she came up to take up 
station? 

A. Yes, sir. Three nights previously •••• 

Q. It was connected with somethj.ng that had happened three nights before, was it? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Before we continue with that, can you tell us what the scale was upon which you set up the 
plot for the search operation? 

A. A half a mile to the inch. 

Q. As you watched EVANS, coming down to take up station on the PPI, what did you notice? 
A. When she turned she remained on a steady bearing and this bea.ring didn't alter at all. 

Q. How long, approximately, did you have Ber on a .tea~ bearing on yc>ur PPI? 
A. I couldn't tell you the exact time about it, sir. We were closing each other terribly fast. 

Q. What is the normal procedure for the LOP operator to follow when he sees a ship closing on a 
steady bearing? 

A. Inform the bridge. 

Q.. Did you inform the bridge on this occasion? 
A. Not on this occasion. The bridge picked it up at the same time as us. 
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Q. How did it become known to ~ou that the bridge had picked it up? 
A. I heard it passed out on Tactical Primary to EVANS, "You are on a collision course." This 

message was repeated again •••• 

Q; 
passed 

A. 

All right, just take it easy. You heard it passed on Tactical Primar,y. How did you hear it 
on Tactical Primary in the Operations Roam? 
It was piped through on the c ircui t I was liltenlng to a break through CIP primary. 

Q. I'll ask you that question again, Mr. Scott, if you don't mind. How did you hear the message, 
"You are on a collision course," passed over the Tactical Primary Circuit? 

A. The circuit I was listening to, CIP Primary, was getting a breakthrough from Tactical Primary. 
This had been going on all through the exercise. 

Q. You were listening to CIP Primary but you were hearing transmissions on the Tactical Primary. 
Is that what you are saying? 

A. That right, sir. 

Q. And did you hear this Tactical Primary message break through on your circuit, once or more 
than once? 

A. I heard it twice. 

Q. Did you hear any receipt given for it? 
A. No. We cannot hear any receipts of messages passed on Tactical Primary. 

Q. So you wOuldn't know from what you heard whether it was receipted for or not? 
A. No, I WOuldn't know, sir. 

Q. Did you receive from the bridge any instructions about that message to EVANS? 
A. Yes, sir. By the command intercom I was toll to pass to EVANS, "You are on a collision course," 

which I did. 

Q. Who gave you those insructions? 
A. They come from the bridge, sir. It sounded like the Captain on the command intercom. 

Q. You say that having received those instructions, you·passed the message yourself? 
A. Yes, sir. I passed it myself. 

Q. On what circuit did you pass it? 
A. I passed if on CIP Primary, sir. 

Q. Did you receive any receipt for that? 
A. No, sir. There was no acknowledgment. 

Q. Would you have been in a position to hear a receipt if it had been given on t~e circuit on 
which you passed it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I would like to take you back a step or two, and ask if you could make a drawing of what you 
saw of the E'~'ANS on the PPI display - could you do that using the paper and easel over there and this 
felt pencil? Before you talk about it, just draw it, if yeu don't mind. 

A. {W1'tMS. iid as directed.) 

Q. Just a moment, be:fore you get to explaining to us, could you write on the bottom "EXH 60" to 
stand for Exhibit 60? 

A. ('..Jitness did as directed.) 

Q. Now standing a little to one side and back, what does that line running :from the center 
across represent? 

A. Ship I shead, sir. 

Q. Sl:ip's head in the center, yes. And the line running from the center toward ,the perimeter, 
what ioes that represent? 

A. That is the ship's heading at the time, 260. (The witness pointed out the position of 
the KYES, LARSON, BLACKPooL, and CLEOPATRA.) 

Q. You have "E" for? 
A. EVAIlS, sir. 

Q. And in which direction is that echo pointing? 
A. You can't tell what direction the echo is pointing by the echo itself. But it was closing 

along that line, sir. 

Q. It was closing along that line? 
A. It was closing along that line, sir. 

Q. That marker that you have drawn in. I think that you said that represented 260, the ship's 
head? 

A. That's correct, sir. 

Q. Could you write along the top of it "260" t please? 
A. (Witness did as directed.) 
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Q,o What was the approximate range, using the strobe, if you did, when you first law EVANS 
steady on that bearing? 

A. 1.4 miles, sir. 

Q. Are you able to tell us the extent to which the range became reduced &s you kept on 
watching it? 

A. It reduced very rapidly, sir. 

Q. What was the range when you last saw a distinct discernable echo from EVANS? 
A. Approximately a half a cable, sir. 

Q. Approximately a half a cable, which is a hundred yards? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you see any indication of EVANS' wake on the radar? 
A. No, sir. Not at this time. 

Q. At any time? 
A. Not at any time, sir. We had been picking up ships' wakes all night, but this time we 

JiJ not see any wake at all. 

Q. What was the scale upon_which this display was being shown? 
A. Five miles, sir. Five miles from the center to the outer edge. 

Q. Had that scale been changed by you at any time? 
A. Originally, we were watching it on 20 miles to the inch (siC). When EVANS starting coming 

back on this maneuver, I changed it to the 5 mile scale and started watching it. 

Q. Was the scale further changed by you before the collision or did it remain as you have 
described it? 

A. It remained at five miles, sir. 

Q. You say that when you first observed EVANS on a steady bearing, the range which you read 
off was about 1.4 miles. Are you able to relate that in time to the moment when you first heard, 
"You are on a collision course" being transmitted on the Pr1.ma.ry Tactical Circuit? 

A. No, sir. Everything happened very quiCkly. 

Q. Was it before or after? Did you see it before you heard the signal? 
A. It was shortly before we heard the signal, sir. 

~. But you don't know how long before? 
A. No idea, sir. 

Senior member: I have a question. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. If you measured the 1.4 mile range prior to first hearing the signal, "You are on a 
collision course" could you explain what it is that prompted you to measure the range? 

A. When you are finding out where she would be, you would normally take the bearing and the 
range. I was following •••• 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Would you just repeat that last answer, please. 
A. When you take the range and bearing of a ship, you al.ways read off the range on the 

strobe. I was doing this for a particular reason. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. 
is that 

A. 

And that particular 
right? 

reason I think you said was connected with another ear~ier occurrence, 

That is right, sir. 

Q. Which happened how long before? 
A. Three nights before, sir. 

Q.. The way you have drawn the pJ.an, EVANS' bearing is right on the cursor showing the ships 
course, does that accurately reproduce what you saw that night? 

A. That's exactly what I saw that night, sir. 

Q. Did it change in any way as you watched it up to the time of the collision? 
A. The only change was the distance which was closing very rapidly. She did not alter her 

bearing at all. 
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Q. Did you hear any other messages breaking through to the elP circuit additional to the 

"You are on a collision course "1 
A •. I can't say at the time, sir. Things were happening pretty rapidly in the Ops Room at the 

time -' trying to get through to EVANS ourselves; trying to tell her that she was on a collision 
course. There could have been other signal. being .ent while I was passing out ~ own signal. 
If there were, I would not have heard them. 

Q. What was the next thing that you became aware of? 
A. We hit, sir. 

~. Did you hear anything in the ship before the collision? 
A. Yes, sir. I heard down the voice pipe the Bound of the siren sounding two blasts, also 

I heard a pipe being made, "Hands to collision stations". 

Q. Did you observe thE ship's heading at the time of the collision on a gyro strip repeater 
or anything like that? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you observe the time of the collision on any clock in the Ops Roam? 
A. Yes, sir, after the collision I took the tfme on the clock and it was 0317. 

Q. And how long after the collision did you note that? 
A. It would have been seconds after. 

Q. Do you think that you correctly observed that time or do you think that you may have made 
an error? 

A. I could have made an error, sir. When we look at the c10ck we -are lOOking at an angle 
anj it can give you a parallax error. 

Q. It may have been a parallax error then? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The next thing I suppose is when you shifted the plot as you have already described~ 
Who was in the Ops Room when that was done? 

A. There was my plotter behind the table; there was Lieutenant Commander Mooney, -the Operations 
Room Officer on watCh; Chief Petty Brennan, who is the Assistant Operations Room Officer; 
Lieutenant Commander Arundel, who is the Duty Staff Officer; Lieutenant Coulson the Air Operations 
Officer; Petty Officer Lindsey who is Air Operations Assistant; therels the GOPO at the time, 
Able Seaman Mitchell, who was on his table; therels my CIP plotter Able Se~n Pickering. 

Q. What scale did you use for the plot of the search? 
A. Half a mile to the inCh. 

Q. What ships did you plot? 
A. We plotted the ships that came back to join us, which were KYES, LARSON, BLACKFOOt and 

CLEOPATRA. 

Q. 
that a 

A. 
VAMl'lRE 

Q. 
time of 

A. 

Do you recognize in this photograph a copy of the plot •••• Illl withdraw that. What is 
photograph of - this Exhibit 6 which I show you? 

This is a photo of the search, this was carried out while we were on watch. It was after 
secured and rejoined from the northeast. 

Now this paral.lax errOr that you think you may have made 
the collision, would that apply to other times you noted 
Yes, sir. 

at the time when noting the 
on the LOP? 

Q. Had you made any contact with EVANS on the CIP primary before the message that you 
mentioned? 

A. No, sir. There wasn't very much being passed out on the circuit at a1.l. 

Q. What was the general quality of the reception on the CIP primary? 
A. It was fairly good, sir, but American ships seemed slower in answering than the other 

ships. 

Q. Had you before tried to pass •••• Sorry, withdraW that. How many times did you try to pass 
the collision message on the CIP primary, or was it only once? 

A. Only once, I think, sir. I could have used the "I say again" method, but lim not too 
sure at the time. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Is that a convenient time for a recess? 

Senior member: We will have a brief recess. 

The board recessed 1116 hours, 23 June 1969. 
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Thf' ,board reconvened at 1130 hOllr~. 23 June 1969. 

All rf'rsonl connected with the hOArd, who were ~relent wh .. n th .. b~~rd 8dJourned, w~rf' again 
rrf' Sf> n t. 

~ lun!':E"l for the Board (CDl\ rta!>s): Th .. board has reconvpned in open Re~sion. Persons who 
may bE' callen 8S witneues are ,1!::ked to retire. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL Fet!. THE BOARD 

Question" b) counsel for the bo:·r .. :CCR r.18ss(Cont'd». 

::01.01 Leading Seaman Scott t who hlld the job of recording the times on the plotting of the 
LOP. 

ri. Ihe Plottf'r. sir, who is norMally behind the table. He WAS at that time. 

,. rtnd being behind the tAC~~. wh~Te is he placed in relation ~o the clock? 
A standing 

l.er~ . 
I~ has got to look acr03S the plo~, sir. The plot W8~ here and he would be 

H,'> ""ould have to look acro~s the plot and the clock would be over there. 

. ~. Is he looking directly at it, or from the left or from the right of it? 
1\. It would be on his right hand side, sir. 

Q. How much deviation i. there? 
A. An angle of about 45 degrees, sir. 

Q. Did you make any transmission. on the ClP Primary Circuit after the collision? 
A. ~es, air. The bridge told ~e to inform the other 9hip~ that we had had 8 colli.ion 

with EVA~;S and for them to rejoin u<; And help in conducting a search for survivors. Also, when 
the _~~ips had rejoined. I was told to tranwmit to them to send back to us the names, rates of 
any !lurvivors or bodies they picked up. None of the ships recovered any survivors, as far as 
we kne~. 

Q. CA~ you tell us what lengt~ of experience you have had as an LOP Officer? 
A. Since 1963, when I quaUfied as an RP2 under the old AustraUan naval system. E'verytime 

I've b~e~ at sea it's been my job as the LOPO. 

~. And in what ships have you been to sea, since 1963? 
A. HMAS DERWENT, I was on her for three years. I had a twelve month break, where I vss at 

Leeuw!n for a while and also on the JEPARlT, which is a merchant ship supplying Australian Troops 
in Vietnam. I .p~nt eleven months on her, and when I finished ~ tour of dutJ on her I went 
back to LE-eu'..:in for approxi stely two months for my leave and rejoined the MELBOORNE in Qctl)ber 
1968. 

Q. An~ during your time in DERWENT and JEPARIT did you keep 8 local operations plot of the 
same kind 8S you kept in MELBOURNE? 

·A. On the DERWENT ~ kept the local operations plot. On the JEPARIT, it is a merchant 
navy ship - they don't run any plots. 

Q. In ~ERWENT did you have a radar similar to the one you had on MELBOURNE? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it your job to watch it? 
A. '.'es, sir. 

Q. What did you have in the way of radar in JEPA&tT1 
A. They have only one radar set, sir, and it wasn't our duty to watch it at all. It was 

manned by the merchant navy officers themselves. 

Q. When you heard AmeriCan ships transmitting on the CIP Primary, did you have any difficulty 
understandfnc those trangmi.8ion.? 

A. Occasionally, sir, we would have to alk for them to, "Say ag8in," but that is normal 
even wh~n operating with ourselves. 

Q . So there was no difference, in your opinion, a. regards receipt of me.sages from ~rlcan 
the eIP Primary? • hip,. on 

A. The only problem we had with the American .hips, .lr, vas"setting them to .n.wer atr.ight 
There s .... d to be • tl-. lag .omewhere in their answering us. away. 

Q. Did you notice whether they had any difficulty in understanding your tranami •• ions on 
that circuit? 

A. We Wf're not a.ked to, "S.y again" very often, sir, 80 I don't think they had difficu1 ty 
in understanding us. We had been told beforehand to speak slower so that the othe~ ships could" 
understand ua. 

Senior Hember: The board has no further que.tion. of this vitneas. 

Coun.el for the board: Leading Se~n Scott, you have the privilege of making any further 
.tatement relating to the 8ubject matter of this inquiry if you think it should be placed on record 
and it has not yet been brought out by questi.ning. Is there anything further you wish to state? 

Witne •• : No, sir. 
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Lieutenant PettY Kenneth Coulson, &oy.l Adltr.118ft Navy w •• called 8S • witne •• by coun.el 

for the board, wa. tuly lworn and testified •• fol1GW.: 

EXAMINATION B'Y CQl\I9EL PCIt THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): 

Q. Lieutenant Coulson, you have been called .1 . witness before this board which 1s 

inquiring into the circum.tanees surrounding the colli. ion of HHAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. 

EVANS. It's understood that you have evidence which .. y ••• 1st the board in ita investig.tion. 

Under Australian law you are warned that you may retu .. to answer any question, the answer to 

which may tend to expos. you to • penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to rats. the 

objection and for the board to decide whether you are to answer the question or not. Do you 

understand all that? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you please state, clearly and loudly, your full name and rank? 

A. Peter Kenneth Coulson, Lieutenant. 

Q. And you were attached to, ~AS MELBOURNE on the night of the 2nd and lrd of June, were 

you not? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And whit was your particular classification a& far I. dutiel? 

A. I'm the Alliltlnt Air Operations Officer, and I was Duty Air Operations Officer that 

night. 

Q. And when did you come on watch that night? 

A. At 0300. 

Q. Where did you stand your watch as Duty Air Operations Officer? 

A. In the Operations Room. 

Q. Now shortly after you came on watch at 0300, did you hear any meslages being repeated 

in the Cps Room? 
A. There was quite a lot going on. At tbat stage I was mainly concerned with getting 

myself oriented. The only actual messa .. I heard over the radiO was on TACPRI from MELBOURNE 

to EVANS saying that she was on a collision course. 

Q. How did you hear this? 
A. The Fleet Logger eitl about 6 feet from me, and it c~ through OveT his section of the 

intercom. It obviously was spoken loudly and it .a. the only one I heard. 

Q. Were you able to fix the time you heard that? 

A. By going back on it, it was approximately 0311. 

Q. You fixed that by going blck from what? 

A. From the collision time. 

Q. That was a time you noted, was itl 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you note it from? 
A. The Operations Room clock. 

Q. And according to your observation, what did the Operations Room clock show at the time 

of the collilion? 
A. 0313. 

Q. Well now, before the collision, what .lee do you recall happening? 

A. Well, the only other thing that atand. out 1n ~ mind w., just .fter the tACPRI "I'age, 

w., HELBClJB.NE t I two bla.ta on the liren when we turned to port. 

Q. Did you •• e anything - any indicator 1n the apl ROOD -'ich .bowed that you were turning 

to port? 

190. 

A. The Comp ••• l.epeater. 

Q. II that • 1YT0 strip re,.ater? 
A. A gyro .twip repeater. 

Q. A linear indicator1 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Where 10 that dtuated1 
A. On the bul1r.he.d ahout 6 feet frDal: .. re 1 .it. 

Q. And what .hl,·. "ad .... 1t ._ ... _ ,.... tint 1_ at it1 

A. I never looked .t it until after tb2 eol1i,loa. About 30 'Iconde .ftlr that it va. readlnl 
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Q. Well, juat to ..... ~r. we have that r1sht. You f15at looked at it aft.c tae colli,ion 

had tltken'place1 
A. Yes, 81r. 

Q. Within what period of time? 
A. 30 seconds. 

Q. And it wa. then showing th~ ship's head at what point? 
A. 190. 

Q. Coming back to your earlipr ~tatement. When you read off the ' me of the co111810n, were 
you usi:lg the clock which is u~~d hy !...OP Plotters or 8 different clock? 

A. No. the lame clock. 

Q. Are there any other matters. relating to the time between your arrival on watch and the 
time of collision, upon which you have an obaervation and recollectton? 

A. Not really, sir. The ~lr operations section of the Operations Room 119 In a corner away 
from where the rest of the org.ni~atlon 1s run. 

Q. Now with respect to the message you heard, "You are on. collision course," can you tell 
us again, how did you hear it? 

A. From the TACPllI Logger· the Fleet Staff"s TO. He's about six feet away from me, and 
I heard it through his earphone. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
Tactical 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

What vas it you heard through hie earphones. A tran.mis.ion by him or by someone elle? 
A transmission from our ship· from the bridge. 

And that transmission from the bridge, did you hear it through the earphones of the 
Primary Operator in the Ops Room? 
That's right. 

When you saw the gyro strip repeater showing 190, WAS it steady there or was it moving? 
It WRS still moving slOWly. 

In which direction? 
To port or decre.sing. 

Did you continue to watch it until it steadied or not. 
No, sir. I waa too busy organizing some helicopters. 

That was the job that you undertook immediately after the collision, wasn't it? 
Yes, sir. 

Where was it you went to undertake those duties? 
Prom the Ops Room, sir. 

Q. Could you tell us what you did in that connection? 
·A. First of all, we instructed the helos on the Icreen to return to the sbip, and to g@t 

as .. ny SAR helos and air crews available as possible. 

Q. And just to continue with that after collision work - we might come back later to 
the pre·collision phase. How long did you continue doing thOle duties? 

A. Except for breaks for mesls, all the way up until the time the search vas finished with 
at 1815. 

Q. Can you give us a seneral conspectus of what happened between the time you started ~his 
until 1815 when it was discontinued? 

A. Yes, sir. At the time of the collision, we had two WESSEX airborne on the acreen. These 
were immediately recalled and they r~ined airborne until another 2 heloa vere airborne. One of 
the helos landed imnediately to drop aircrev, another ehortly after that. Basically, from tne 
time of the collision we had 2 airborne. At 0334 we had 3 airborne but at 0359 one of these 
was recovered. Basically, from four o'clock onwards there were 6 beloa in the search area, 3 
from MELBOURNE and 3 from KEARSARGE. They were operating 1n 60 desree sectors within half a mile 
of the datum position. From 0400 until 0530, 4 of them were searching in 90 degree sectors ~thin 
half mile of the datum and 2 in 180 degree .ector outside. At 0530 'we got aome additional 
aircraft from KEARSARGE. That gave us 8 in the area. Six of these were placed in 60 degree 
aectora, searching an area one half mile to five mil.s from the dstum and 2 .earching within B 

half. mile of the datum. At the aame time, we had one P3. which Pad been on task, .earching 
out.lde of five udle.. Ra remained on ta.k until 0854. Those were the heloa. At 0640 onwsrds 
we were reduced to four helo., ve were learchins in 90 degrae aectors to • depeb of ftve miles. 
Thi. continued until 1055, when the aearch area wa. ex,anded to 10 mile. from the datum. Basically, 
from 0640 until 1815, there were alway. 4 helol on tast. There vas a Itage during the earller 
period when other helos were belng used for transferrins survivors and doctor. around the fleet. 

Q. Comins back to the pre-colilalon position, Lieutenant. I think you have already said 
that the plottera, that'. the LOP Officer and his radar plotter, vere both u.ina the • ..e clock 
from which you read off the time the collision occurra4. Is that rlaht? 

A. That'. risht, sir. 

Q. Wtult clock i. u.ed by the Tactical Operator ia. the Opl Room? 
A. The .... clock, .ir. There 11 only one clock 1n the Ops Room. 
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Q. You bave &1.ao. aid url1er that you wol'kecl 

cour!'le,II' w8s at 0311. worldng back from the time of 
A. Yea. lir. 

out that the .1gnal. "You el'. 011 • colli.ion 
colli.1on. Do you recall that? 

Q. Now by what process of rp8.~oning do you work. back in that way? 
A. Well. it w •• just the only time that I had noted - the time of the collision. I hadn't 

taken any notice of the time I he",rd the Bignat. but it appeared to be a time difference of about 
2 minutes. 

Q. It appeared that therE" 1.1.1:; -lbout 2 minutes between them? 
A. Yes. dr. 

Q. That is an estimate on your part? 
A. That ta my estimate, sir. 

~. Are you able to tell us whether the record., 1f there are any, or the recollectiona of 
the of!ln dispositions. from 0300 to the' time of collision, would be aceruste enough for 8 
reconstruction of the locatton or movement of the heloa during that period? 

A. I couldn't anawer that question, sir. t didn't see the obaervers documents when they 
returned, bu;,; they should be able to give a reasonable eatimate of where they were in their 
screening. sir. 

Q. This ia from their recollection? 
A. They keep .0 log during their flight •• 

Q. And where would those logs be now? 
A. The Commanding Officer of 811 Squadron is here now, air. Whether he's got them with 

him, I couldn't say. If not. though, they should be on board the ship. 

Q. What's his name? 
A. Lieutenant Commander Rogers. 

Q. Did you at any time hear the LTO or TO in the Opa Room report signals from EVANS that 
her rudder ,,,,ss hard right and from MELBOURNE her rudder was hard left? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And how many times did you hear thE' Signal, "You are on a colUsion course," transmitt",rl 
hy anyone? 

A. Only once, sir. 

Q. If 8 transmission was made on the CIP Primary CirCUit, would ynu hear it? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you remain 1n the same position 1n the Ops Room throughout your period there or did 
you move around? 

A. No, I remained in the chair at all times, sir. In the Air Ops chaLt which is in a 
corner of the Ops Room. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel has no further questions. 

Senior Member: Board has no further questions. 

~ounsel for the board (CDR Glass): Lieutenant Coulson is therE' any particular state~nt you 
wish to make in addition to what you have already said in relation to the subject matter of thi~ 
inquiry. 

Witness: No, sir. 

The witness WAS duly warned concerning his testimony, and withdrew from the boardroom. 

Counsel for the bOllrd (CDR Glass): Itls been called to my attention tliat I have not offered 
tnt~ pvidence Exhibit 60. may 1 do that now? 

Senior Member: Yes, of course. It is duly accepted. 

Counsel. for the board (CDR Glass): May we have permission, in' that ealSe, to substitute 
photographs of the origin~l exhibit for the record? 

Senior Member; Permission granted. 

Able Seaman Radar Plotter Christopher M. Hitchell. was called as a witness by counsel for 
the board, WAS duly sworn and tesitified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. Able Seaman Mitchell, you have been called as • witnea! before this board which is inquiring 
into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E EVANS because 
it's understood that you have evidence which may assiat the board in it's investigation. Under 
Australian law you are warned that you may refule to answer any que.tion, the anawer to which may 
tend to expo Ie you to • penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objectIon and for 
the board to dec'de v~tber you are to anawer the que.tion or not. Do you understand that? 

A. Vea, air. 
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Q. .State,...... fooll _ and ron'1 
A. Abl. S .... n Radar Plotter Christopher H. Mitchell. 

Q. 'You were. I'IImber of the ship's company of JtfAS MELBOURNE at the time of the collidon, 
and t,'pre you standing watch at the Ume the colUa1ctn took place? 

.\. Ye,,, I air. I was in the Ops Room. 

~. Carrying out what duties? 
A. General Operations Plot Offic~r. 

~. And when had you come on w~tch? 
A. 0100. 

Q. And can you identify thi~ (holding document) 8. the leneral operations plot which you 
kept during that watch? 

was. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now when did that plot commence? 
A. It wae changed just before I came on watch, air. 

Q. According to what it ,hows, it was begun at what time? 
A. At 1700 ZULU. 

Q. That'. midnight GOLF ti .. , i. it not? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And it continued to be kept until what time? 
A. Until 0315 GOLF - day three. 

Q. And is that time 0315 GOLF written by you? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And what was that time intended to denote? 
A. That was the time of the actual collision, sir. 

Q. Does this plot ahow anything other than the track of the HHAS MELBOURNE? 
A. Just small contacts we had in by signal. 

Q. Small contacts you had In the signal? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Does it show the tracks of any other ships in compsny? 
A. Yes, our course here astern of the EVANS and an approximate position where the destroyer 

Q. When you indicate the EVANS coming along here. what are you referring to? 
A. On this spot here, sir (referring to the plot) we only keep our own track. 

Q. You only keep your own track. Well, that i. what I wanted to ask you. You plot only 
the track of MELBOURNE, i. that right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Class): Counsel would like this entered as Exhibit 61. 

Q. On what scale is this plot kept? 
A. That plot was kept at Sadie. to the inch, air. 

Senior Member: Thia may be admitted counael. I auggeat the witness might wish to review 
his answer wi t~l respect to the scale. 

Q. After again looking at this plot, do you wiah to correct your estimate of the scale of 
it? 

A; Yes, sir. It's. ten mile Icale. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Hay we also be permitted to substitute photographs In 
the record of this exhibit? 

Senior Member: You certainly may. 

Q. Now, Able Seeman Mitchell, can you tell UI what you heard in the o,s Room being said and 
reported by p.raona during the period of IS minute. or 10 before the collision? 

A. Approximately 10 .inutel past three, tbe Tactical Operator in the Ops aoom s.id that the 
DIS EVANS was going to take atation 1000 yard. a.tern of us. A couple minutes later they came 
and told the Opa Room Officer and the Duty Staff Officer in the Opa Room that EVANS w.s on a 
·!ollision course. Thia va. r.peated again •.•• 

Q. By whom1 
A. bpeat.d a.ain by the Tactical Operator. 

Q. You .an he r .... t.d it to ,.opte in the 0,1 1.0011 or he rep.ated it over the air? 
A. He re,.at.d it to peop1. in the Opa aoom. And then, lhartly there.fter, there was a 

bIa.t fr .. tho a1!aR. 

357 
. t ., 

DEGl~SSIFIED 



flfGLASSiFlfD 
~, Did you thin or at any later stage l~ok at the ship's gyro ~trlp repeater in the Ops 

Room? 
A. thad 8 look at it, sl,r , and all I saw was that the strip was turning to pore. 

Q. What was the ships heading when you saw it? 
A. We were just turning, sir. It WAS clicking over. so I couldn't say. 

~. Did you, at any stage, read off R ~hlp9 heading? 
A. No, sir. 

"(' l~fl!'lt was the next thing you recall happening? 
A. There was a large jolt. 

~. And did you note the time At which that occurred? 
A, At 15 minutes past three. sir. 

\,(. :\nd where did you rpsrl off that time? 
'" That time was taken off thp cIock which is in the Ops Room. 

"" T!ll? one Bnd only clock il'. the Operations Room? 
A. Yes, sir. 

~. When yOIl read it off, vhf>re were you standing in relation to it? 
A. I , .. as about 10 feet .)"'a),. The chief 1n the Ops Room told me the time. I asked the 

chief In the Ops room, and he told me the time and I looked myself to make sure • 

.t, Could you go over that .:lgain. The chief told you the time, who rio you mean by the chief? 
A. Ther~'s a chief on watch 1n the Cps Room as well, sir. 

Q. ;~hat cid he say to ynu~ 
~e Rai,] , "Nark the plot, the time of the collision ..•• " 

" 
Yes. 

A. Then h. told me the time and I checked it from the clock. It said fifteen past three. 

J " ~hp!1 yoll! checked It, you said you were 10 feet away from it. 
t t 'T to tho Ie ft or right? 

,\ . 1 1"8 S to the 1eft of the clock, sir. 

~. -!0~" Much to the left? 
About five feet. to the left and about 10 feet away from it • 

..(. ;::i d ),ou ~eE' the gyro strip repeater at the time of the impact? 
:~('I. sir. 

" n. 

;"'1,1 Y""u m",ke any transmissions Oil the CIP Secondary Circuit? 
':f'S I sir. 

Were you directly In front 

1.(. -.,;hA.t <'lid you sf'no? .nv(iy 
.... ! '_"as told by thf' Ops Room Officer and the ~£ ik Staff Officer to pa~s a message to 

::<~ '.'.';:~:'IR.I: 'no l'SS KE.\RSARGi:: regarding what had happened. 

~. Did :'ou :::10 th"t? 
";'e<: I "ir. 

-.l, :;o,,~ in relation tn the General Operations Plot which you kept. Who 3ives you the 
i,,:~~'tion as to lRtitude ~nd longitu~e which you use for it? 

A. '~f' uC"u~lly have a chart. sir. We usually draw a chart on a piecE" of paper~ ... 

-J.. L'here do you ;:;et the position in order to start the chart from? 
A. we hRve the navigator give us 3 position to start from. 

(. And you l ... ere!1't there ...... hE'f' this particular one was started. were you? 
n, :;0. sir. 

::J. Is that the normnl practice - to get latitude and longitude information from the 
::."Jigator or sOl'Tlerlne undpr him before the plot is begun? 

A. Yes, sir. 

~. And is it checked at Any stage during the continuance of the plot? 
A. yes. sir. When the navigator takes his fixes. 

'i.. :,.;rh:lt doe~ he <'Io? 
A. He comes down to the Ops Room and he helps us realign the table to match chat time fix. 

Q. you told us that you heard in the Ops Room a signal -antion that EVANS was on 8 collision 
course. Did you hear any other signals mentioned or transmitted? 

A. NO, sir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GI •• s): The counsel has no further questions. 
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Senior Menber: The boerd has no question. of this vitnes •. 

Counsel for the board: You have the right to make a further statement concerning any matter re1ated to the subject matter of this inquiry which you think .hould be placed on record, but has not ypt ,bf'en brought out by questioning. Is there anything you wish to acid? .\. No, ",ir. 

The witness is duly w~rned regarding his testimony and withdrew from the boardroom. 
Spnior Member: Thank you Able Seaman Mitchell, I particularly admire the loud clear voice \,''lie'l you gAve your testimony in. 

::ttness: Thank you. sir. 

Senior HembE'r' The boarrl will rE'C'ess until 1340. 

-~'~\E' :,o.1rd recessed at 121(' hour", :'3 June 1969. 
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The board reconvened at 1345 houri, 23 June 1969 l1ECLASSlflED 
Senior Member: The hearing 11 open. 

All per.on. connected with the board, who were prelent when the board r.c •••• d. were again pre.ent. 

Counsel for the board: Thil is an open hearina;. Anyone who expect. to be called aa a witnesl 
Ihould withdraw. 

Leading Seaman Quartermaster Gunner Ronald Arthur Sheather. Royal Australian Navy. wa' called 
as a witnels by counael for the board. w •• duly .worn. and te.tified a. followw! 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR TIl! BOARD 

Questions by coun.el for the board: 

Q. You have been called a. a witnel. for thi' board of inve.tigation which i. inquiring into 
the circum8tances lurroundina the collilion of ~ MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS. because it i. 
understood that you have evidence which may a.sist the board in Its Inve.tia.tion. Under Australian 
law it i. nece •• ary to varn you that you may refu.e to an.ver any que.tion the enlver to which .. y tend to 
expoae you to a penalty or forfeiture. It viII be for you to rai.e the objection and tor the 
board to decide whether you "It anlwer the que.tion or not. Do you under.t_d what I have saidl 

A. Yes, I underltand. 

Q. Would you state your full n.me7 
A. Hy au. 11 Ronald Arthur Sheather. I _ a Leaclilll Se""" Quartermaster GuD,n.r in the RAN. 

Q. And what i. your prelent duty? 
A. My duty aboard HMAS MELBOURNE 18 a. Quartermuter. 

Q. I lee. And va. that your duty allo on the 2nd and 3rd of JUne 19697 
A. That VII my duty at the ttme of colli. ion. 

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy? 
A. Almost nine years. 

Q. And have you performed duties al Quartermaater for that period? 
A. Off and on I have. I have done approxiaately ISO to 200 hours on the wheel. 

Q. And when did you report to IIIIAS MELBOURNE? 
A. '111i. 1a my .econd ti .... on HHAS MELBOURNE. I a.ayed for al.mDlt three yean on her about 5 y.arl 

ago, and I joined her thia time in October lalt year. 

Q. During your previous time on board. did you al10 aerve aa • Quartermaster helma ...... 
A. No, I did not. Not on the previous time aboard the MELBOURNE. 

Q. And have you aerved .a auch .ince October of 68 - al heta-man? 
A. Ye., I have, air. 

Q. Were you •• Iigned to a vatch on the early lIOrning of the 3rd of June? 
A. I vaa alligned to the morning watch and ahould have taken over my watch at 0350. But due 

to the fact that I couldn't aleep. I went up and relieved my oppoaite number early. I relieved 
him at approximately 030S. 

Q. Do you recall the courle that the ship wa. oa _ that time? 
A. When I took over the watch. the courae vas 190. 

Q. 
A. 

shOWing 

And do you recall the a peed 7 
The revolutiona ahowing on the 
half ahead. 

revolution coaater va. 154. aDd both anline tele.raphs were 

Q. Do you know what that -.ld equal in knot. 7 
A. It's almoat 9 revolution. to a knot, ao it would be in the vicinity of 18 knots. 

Q. After you relieved the watch at 030S, do you recall any db ..... in either course or .peed? 
A. There vaa a chmge in course at approximately 0310. We altered courae to st.rboard and came 

around to courle 260. 

Q. And do you recall how Balch rudder you ... ed in that chanae? 
A. W. used 20 degre •• of starboard Wieel to COM around. and once we were approaching 

heading we put 10 degree. of oppe.iee Wh.el on to check the mov ... nt of the .hip. 

Q. Do you recall, .pproxtm&tely. What t~ you Ite.died up on that cour.e? 

that 

A. At approxi .. tely .t 0312 the report wa. livea to the bridge th.t we were on courae 260. 

Q. And who w .. on the wheel at that tt.e? 
A. Ordin.ry Se.an Neabitt V" on the weel at the t1Jle. Be val under instruction on the 

wheel; I va. actually auperviaing h~. 

Q. The tu.a you h.ve liyea. did you obaen. the clocks at tho.e time. or are they eatimete.? 
A. Any timea in my testimony are b •• .,s on the fact that after colliaion and. • .,erythinl had 

stopped, 1 looked at the clock in the vbeethou •• &Del the ti .. 1IU 0317. I can't be act:u.lly 
pooiUve of tho t~. but to tho be.t of ., knowlod.o thoy aro approat.&to. 
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Q. Aftex It •• dying up on 260. what il the nest event that you recollect? 
A. 'The next event in the wheelhouse wa. the order tlPort 35 11

, coming down from the bridge. 
When this order w •• given. I was standln~ in front of the Itaering pedestal. I heard the order 
and sensed aomthing was wrong and moved from in front of the Itaering pedestal to a po.tlon( 
just left of the helmaman. The helmsmen had approximately 30 degreea of wheel already applied 
- of port wheel • and the order came from the bridge for the Qu.rte~8ter to go on the wheel. 
I immediately took OYer the wheel and applied the l •• t 5 degre •• of port wheel to put it .found 
to fort 35 L.d reported to the brid~e that the Quarterma.ter va. on the wheel and 3S degr... of 
port ~~eel had been applied. 

Q. "0\ long a tim. had elapsed between the time you reported steady on 260 until you heard the 
order "Port 35"? 

A. I can't be abao ~tely aure of that, but t feel po •• ibly • minute or a minute and a half. 
It might have been 2 m1 ,.tea, but it is yrurely .upposition on DIY ,_rt becauae I can 't be 
quite aut'p. 

Q. You indicated orders were coming from the bridge. Where i. the wheelhouse in relation to 
the bridge? 

A. It is in the next section forward and three decks down. 

Q. And how are your communications with the bridge carried on? 
A. At this point and early On .••• From the begining of the eXerciae until after the collision 

we were using voice ,ipe communications. 

Q. And over those voice pipe cOtll!lJnications, did you hear any wheel order prior to the "Port 35" 
order? 

A. Thil was after we steadied? 

Q. Steadied on 2.101 
A. No, sir. t did not. 

Q. That was the one and only wheel order you heard at that time? 
.\. The only order that reached the wheelhouae. 

Q. After you had reported.I'Quartermaster on the wheel- and-35 degrees left rudder ll
, what was the 

next event that you recall? 
A. I recall hearing two blasts on our siren and also the pipe."aU hand. to collision .tations". 

I am not sure in :.1y own mind which of these two thing, I heard first. It could have been the 
collision stations - hands to collision stations before two blasta of the siren. 

'~. "~nd how long was it between the time of the order, "Port 35, and the tWl blasts? 
A. I can't be sure of that either. sir. I am not quite sure in my own mind and I woulcm't 

even like to guess at it. I had an Ordinary Seaman on one felegraph and ~ plus being on the 
wheel - I was supervising action in the wheelhouse and the sound of the liren came out clear, but 
I was more or less engrossed in what was going on in the wheelhouse and making sure everything was 
being done properly rather then paying attention to things outlide the wheelhouse. 

Q. If you can't answe- this question. say so. But dio it occur prior to the time you took the 
'·~heel cr after the time you took the wheel? 

A. It was after the time I took the wheel, sir. 

'~. Fcllowing the two blasts and the hands to collision stations piped, what wal the next 
:':':cL:rr(>nce? 

~ The next OC:'..lrrer:.;t! ",.s the order from the bridge liS top both engines" 

~. And Was that .r~er eX2cuted? 
A. The order was acknowledged by wheelhouse crew and passed down to the engine room, who in 

turn ackno~ledged it. I reported to the bridge that both engines were stopped on the repeater. 

Q. Ho\.J was it passed to the engin~ ~oom? 
A. 3y the Engine ROOm Telegraph. 

Q. And who waS operating that? 
A. Ordinary Seaman Nesbitt was operating the port telegraph and Able Seaman Hunt waS operating 

the starboard telegraph • 

. ~. Were there any subsequent orders received from the bridge? 
A. After we stopped both engines, sir, and to the point I reported that both engines had been 

stoppe~r the actual ~olllRion oecured and in almost the lame instant I got the order from the bridge 
"Full astern both engines". 

G. And did you note the heading of the ship at that time? 
A. No, s1r. I d1dn't. 

Q. Did you noteit at any time that you can relate? 
A. Ne, sir. 

Q. Had you noted it anytime betwen the time you put the rudder at 35 degree. port and the time 
of col Hsion 1 

A. No, sir. Not specifically. No. 
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'"J •. And how long a time were :he enginel l.ft at full .atarn? 
A. In my estimation it was about a minute, sir. It miRht have been more. 

Q. And what was the order following that? 
A •. Stop both engines. 

Q. 
A. 

engine 
I aha 
launch 

Were any further pipes given? 
There was a pipe just after the collision and Just after the order wa. received in the 

room to put both engines full asten. I heard the pipe, "Hands to anergency stations". 
heard a pipe innediately follOWing, "Handa to emerlency stations" .. "Away all boats, 
all liferafts and lifeboats". 

~. Now, you indicated that at sometime during this period, communication with the bridge 
was ~hifted from the voice pipe. Is that correct? 

A. During the period that the engines were .stern, sir. full asterR. 

Q. And what wa. the reason that you h~s used the voice pipe prior to that time? 
~. I don't know, sir. We had been using the voice pipe for the full exercise. Possibly for 

exercise purposes, but I can't say myself. 

Q. Is that n~rmal or do you normally use some other means of communications? 
A. Ouring normal steaming, sir, we use the conning intercom. 

Q. And did you shift to that at any stage of the proceedings? 
A. When I got the order from the bridge to transfer, that we would now be uaing the conning 

intercom, all orders thereafter were relayad by thia meana. 

Q. And at what point did you receive that order? 
A. While the engines were both full astern. 

Q. And is that an electrical means of pa.ling the aigna1s to you from the bridge? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it a squawk-box type of arrangement or are there phones on that circuit? 
A. It's a squawk-box type of arrangement, air. 

Q. Can you recall - or could you recognize the voice who gave the order "Port 35". 
A. NO, sir. I couldn't. 

Q. Could you recognize the voice who gave the order "Quartermaster on the wheel"? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Could you recognize the voice of anyone .. of who gave any of the orders? 
A. No, not specifically. sir. I couldn't. 

Q. Did you know who was on watch on the bridge during this period? 
A. I knew LT Lamb had been the Officer of the Watch for the middle vatch. I didn't know the 

Captain was on the br.dge, but I knew LT Lamb was. 

Q. Did you recognize LT Lambla voice at anytime? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Although you did not note the ship's head at either the time of impact or thereafter, did 
you note whether the ship had resnonded to the vbeel, order "Port 351" 

A. Yea, sir. The ship had responded. I couldn't estimate how much, but we had started our 
swing and we were coming around. However, I couldn't say to wha~approximately,our heading vaa at 
the time of collision. 

Q. Is it poaaible for you to lee from the wheelhouae the eventl occurring ahead of the ahip? 
A. No, air. It's Dot. I did hear the forward and after aection of EVANS acraping down the 

ship'. aide from the voice pip~. coming from the emergency conning positiona, but other than that 
we had no indication of what waa going on. 

Q. Do you know whether the atation that is known in the American Navy &s .fter steering or 1 
gue.s it' a •••• 

Sen10r ~er: Tiller flat. 

Q. Tiller flat in the Auatralian Navy, was manned during this period? 
A. Not during the period of the collison. air. It would have been ~ned at -.ergency at.tions. 

The Quartermaster who ia longest off vatch would have manned the after Ite.ring poaition. 

Q. And upon lounding, "Handa to emergency Itationa", what did you do? 
A. I atayed on the wheel. We .till had 3S degree. port wheel on right through the whole 

proceedings, lir. I atayed on the wheel until 18 or 19 minute. p •• t 3. Petty Officer Phillip., 
wo is the Chief Quarterma.ter on board c .. md relieved me on the whe.l and ordered me to go 
down to the port leaboat poaition, mo.ter the watch on deck md help do mythlng I could down 
there. Petty Officer Phlllip.~ln fact)had been Petty Officer of the Watch on Deck at the time 
of the coll1aion and h. had to l.ave one .tation to go to the other. 

Q. Ia his emergency atatloo on the wheel? 
A. It vaa .. the wheel. Ye., .ir. 
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Q. Are you no ..... lly in the wII.elhoulO for underway replonllhment 1 
A. We work a sYltem, lir. where the Chief Quarterma.ter take. the wheel. We call thtl Special 

Sea ~tymen. and the Ott.f Quartermalter talt •• the wh •• l. And there are four 1fUartenur.ltarl who are 
in four watch... And the quarterma.ter long'lt off watch tat.. over the after .taerin, position. 
The quartermalter actually on watch and the quartermaster .econd lons.at off watch take over duties 
&5 telegraphrnen with the 011.f quartermaster in the vbe.lhou •• , to make an experienced crew 1n the 
wheelhoule. 

Q. Were you 1n the wheelhouse 1Ilhen the underway replenilhmen.t took place on the 2nd o' June -
the afternoon prior to the eol li I ion 'I 

A. I'm not lure, .ir. What time va. that replenilhment, lir? 

Q. In the middle of the afternoon. 11m .orry •••• 
A. I t~lnk I mdght have been in the after Iteering poattion. sir. at the time. 

Q. I oelieve it Itarted about 0700 on the 2nd and went on for aome houri. 
A. 1 think I would have been in the after It.ering po.itlon. sir. 

~. Can you recall the approximate time that elapled between the application of the port wh .. l 
and the time of the collilion? 

A. I would only be appro:dmate, lir, but it wo'Jld be lomewhere between a minute and a minute 
and a half, possibly. 

Q. 
at the 

A. 

And you have teatified to certain eventl by time. Which II the time you f1zed by looking 
clock? Did you look at the clock at any time during this perlod? 
At Oll7 I looked at the clock, lir. 

.. And what had occurred at that time? 
A. The enginel h.d ju.t been .topped for the aecond time - ju.t coming back from them being 

full .stern. We had jUlt .topped the .agin.1 IDd it had been reported to the bridge that both 
engines were ItOpped, ."d then I had time to look around bec .... le the clock i. behind _. I had 
to look around and lee what time it WI •• 

Q. And I underltend that you recall thlt val approxtmately I minute after the collision. II 
that correct? 

A. 2 .ould I.y that's right, sir • 

Q. 
A. 

behind 

.... 1.- .0.1 it take the rudder to go from lIIlidlhlps to "Port 30'" 
,.. .... 1 'a rather a Itiff wheel, sir, but with practice we learned to throw our whole weight 

it t~ move it around poslibly between 5 and 7 lecond., pollib1y, air. 

Q. How long to go from"Port )0 to "Port 35"? 
A. It would only be another half turn of the wheel, lir. ltwould be I IpUt aecond. 

Q. Now you :,.ve .poken of getting the wheel over. does the rudder follow 810ng at t.1be S8me time 
or doe. it catch up with the .neel indicator? 

A. W~ll. it would take a certain amount of time. How much time. I'm not aualifled to .ay. But 
it'. run on • hydraulic syatem and it would take. certain .-ount of time for the hydr~lics to get 
down to the tiller flat and operste the rudder. But haw long, I really couldn't .ay. S~T. 

Q. 
In your 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

YVllr 
And ao~ testimony ia that it takea from 5 to 7 leconds to put the actual Vhe~l you have 
hane' to that indicated position, i. that correct? 
Ye., air. 

And the rudder itaelf would follow Ilong after that, ia that correct? 
Yel, lir. but it would be almolt instantaneoul. I Ihould imaglnr. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 
Que.tionl by t:,e seniOr member: 

Q. Is th~re an indicator which show. the actu81 noaition of the rudder a. oppoaed to the 
poaition of the wheel or rudder order? 

A. We have a wheel indicator on the ateering pedestal ita.lf. air, and we have a ruddpr indicator 
On the forward bulkhead in the wheelhouae. 

Q. A •• Oon a. you put the wheel over, then, i. there I difference usually between the rudder 
indicator and the vbeel indicator? 

A. No, not really air. it'l virtually no difference in It at all. 

Q. I. there .. intained in the wheelhou.e any record at wheel and engine ordera? 
A. No. lir. 

Counael for the board; Coun.el has no further queatiane. 

Senior ~ber: The board haa no further qua.tiona. 

Counlel for the board: Quartermaster Sh.ather, you are adviaed that you are privileged to make 
any further atate.ent convering anything relating to the aubject matter of the inv.atigation that you 
think Ihould be ... tter of record in connection tharewith, whieh ha. not been fully brought out by 
the que.tiona .. have •• ked you. Do you have any further r ... rk.? 

A. NO. I don't think ao, air. My teltt.ony cover. everything that happened in the vbeelhoule. 

Senior Member: Coupa.l. t have one further que.tion. 

363 

DEGtAssmEO 



Coun •• 1 for the board: I'm lorry, there i. ona .are ~e.tlon 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont ") 

Que.tions ,by the •• nior member: 
DECLASS!m:o 

Q. How nI.lch farther th&n "Port 35", can the rudder be moved? 
A. No further, air. "Port 35"18 the extreme order md you can't get any more out of the wheel. 

Port and .tarboard are the extr~ •• air, of the wheel orderl. lir. 

Senior MPmbert No further queation •. 

Thp witne •• v.a duly varned, p.xculed. and withdraw from the hearing room. 

Chipf Airman Aircraft Handler Stanley Robert Hear •• , Ro,al Australian Navy, va. callf!d as a 
wi tn .... h\· counlel for the board, was dul y .worn, and te.tified .1 follove ~ 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Qupstions by coun •• ! for the board 

Q. l:hief Hearea. would you .tatp your full name. pIe •• ..., 
A. Stanley Robert Hearea. 

Q. And ~·our rank? 

Captain Davidaon: The warning. 
~( 

l'ounsel (or the bo.rd: Thank you. Chief He.rel, you have been called becauae it "k understanding 
o~ t~p ~o~Td that you can assist it in the matter under inveatigation, which ia the colliaion of 
H~.AS ·!I:l.'>0~'R."'lt and USS FRANK E. EVA..'\S. lInder Auatr.lian law you n'e Adviseel that :::ou may refule 
t;) 41" ...... pr any tf\Jestion the answer t;) ....bich may tend to expoae you to a penaIt,' or forfeiture. It 
· .... i1: :'e for yOU to rlllse th .. objection and for the board to decide whether you muat ansWer th .. 
rr'.IPstion or not. Do \'OU underst.n,' those mattera? 

A. e5, sir. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

occur, 

Q. 
occur? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

1. 
A. 

EXA~lI~ATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cant I d) 

."Ol: ::a\'e stlltpn :·o\,;r T~lImp. wo·.lld you give your grade and to .... hllt ship jOu ar£' aU 8d."I~ 7' 
CIIi",f Ainn.;l Aircraft Illllnd1er, H~IAS :1ELBOURNF.. 

A".; .... ""rp ·OIL so attael,eel (':~ 3 June 1969? 
,1"5, sir. 

And on that night. ~at werp ::our duties? 
I Has the ""li""t n",('"k '''',1,·.f on the flight deck of the $LBOURNE, sir. 

And wf,prf' were you st a t i oned at th.t time? 
Just before the collision. air, I vaa right forward and When I saw the collision .bout to 

I went dOWn amidships. 

Well, What v.s the firat event that called your att@ntion to the fact that a collision might 

When I heard the hooter go, IIr, our booter aound twice. 

You heard what? 
I .aid I heard our hooter lound twice. 

By the hooter, you me.n What? 
The aound of the hooter, lir. the .••. 

Is that the vhiltle? 
Whistle, yea. lir. 

Whistle. And it sounded what typel of blalta, could you tel11 
Two long bla.tl, lir. 

Two? And what did you do when you heard thOle two blalt.? 
r Itarted looking at the Ihip that w.a forward of ua, lir. 

Q. Had you seen it prior to that time? 
A. Yel, air, I had. 

Q. And when waa the firat time you had noted it? 
A. We launched two he loa at approxi~tely 0310, and va. jUlt 

ao I valked forward to check on the forward end of the catapult. 
our atarboard lide and didn't take much notice. It really v •• n't 
that r looked at her. 
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Q. When you first noticed the ship ahead, dtd you lee any lights On it? 

A. I couldn't honeltly aay, sir. I didn't take much notice. 

Q. Did you give it lifficient notice to determine an approximate range? 

A. I thought it wal quite close, air, wben I law her. 

Q. By quire CIOI., you mean how far? 

OEGLASSIFIED 

A. I'm not very good on distance, air, but it wal what I thought. well, rea.onably cloae 

to uS at the time. 

Q. Was it cloaer than a Bcreen vessel normelly il? 

A. Yel, sir. 

Q. And could you give an approximate relative bearing at the time yOu firat .aw it? 

A. Slightly On our .tarboard bow, ahead of UI. 

Q. And at that time could you delcribe the lighting on the deck of ~ MELBOURNE? 

A. NO, I couldn't, sir • 

. ~. Do you recall any lights that were on in the way of moon lightl, deck edge lightl or any 

other types? 
A. I read in the paper about thil, lir, and I've honestly gone through ey mind and I couldn't 

say one way or the other if there vere any lights Oft at all. 

Q. Dld you notice any navlgation 11ght< on IIELBOURNE 1 

A. NO, 1 didn't, lir. 

Q. 
you do? 

A. 
foul up 

And between the time you £irat 

I wal checking the forward end 

the launch. 

lighted the .hlp ahead and you heard 

CJ?i'dS 
of the catapult, .ir, for eheekl and 

the hooter, what did 

loole gear that may 

Q. And when you heard the hooter. wal that your poaition at the forward catapult? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. At that time did you obaerve the ahip .bead? 

A. I looked .traight uP. ye., .ir. 

Q. And what wa. its bearing at that time? 

A. Well, I felt our ship Itart to move off to port and we .eemed to be swinging well away from 

her. 

Q. Could you tell which way the .hip ..... 4 val heading? 

A. Well, it seemed as though it vaa heading pretty well atraight for UI. on the atarOoard lide. 

Q. And could you tell Which way it was heading the first time you had seen it. 

A. No, air, I couldnlt. It val only a pusing; glance when I aav it. 1. just sort of looked at 

it and diaml.sed it from my mind. 

Q. Nov when you looked at the ahip ahead. after h.aring the hooter, did you lee any light. on 

it at the time? 
A. I canlt recall, sir. no. 

Q. Did it appear to be on a .teady court. or val it turntagl 

A. It leemed to be on a ateady courte, air. end we vere moving away from it. 

Q. By IIIIOV1ng away, you mean you were moving to the left? 

A. We vere moving to the left, ye •• 

Q. And what portion of the ahip could you •• e? Did you t.e de.,s ahead, .tarboard bow, port bow? 

A. Starboard bow, alightly on the Itarboard bow. lir. 

Q. Could you .lt1mate the welative bearing of MElSlURNE from the .hip that you aaw at that point ? 

A. No, lir. We were turning pretty bard at that neriod of the ..... .nd I ju.t lort of thought 

ve were loing to clear it, .0 I thouaht everything va. all rlght. 

Q. After ob.erving the ship at that time, what va. your nCt action? 

A. Well. luddenly the .hip appeared to veer in toward. u', 10 1 went running down the deck 

calling for my men to fall in abrealt of the i.land. 

Q. And did you oblerve EVANS after that tirae. 

about. 
A. Y.a, .ir. 

Q. And what dld ,.. .eel 

I a.aume this v .. the EVANS that you are talking 

A. Well, ""en I had the hand. fall in abrout of the uland, I heard u. 10 to col11.1on 

.tationl and ea.raency .tationl, 8Dd I juat waited for the tmpact. 

Q. aetracina your .tep. to the point when YO\J fir.t .aw FIAltI E. PANS, at that tiM, what 

part of her could you ... 1 
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A. Ju.t a ahaf!' .ir, that' •• 11. I didD't pick out aDy particul.r part Df tho .hip at all, 

. I ju.t h.ppen to •••.• obip ahead of u •• By lDOkina up tho dIck IcouldD't hllp but ••• 1t. 

Q. Can you live the .pproxlmate relative burina of PlAInt I. !VAlIS fro. II!:LIOUIlIE at tho tiM 
you thouaht I'JIAIII( I. !VAlIS ve. tumina 1n 1 

A. Well, lt Ippeereel to _, .1r, .. thouah if !VAlIS had r_1neel .trailht, 1t would h.ve lODe 
down our ot.rboard lide. It leemecl to me it .uddanly tumeel very herd aDd c_ .trailht aero .. iD 
front of u., .. thouah lt "to ju.t .bout e couple of hUDdreel f.et frOli our bow bafore .he tuned. 
It .eemed to me to b. a yery rapid turn. 

Q. Could you .ee _y • let .. repltre.e that quUUOD. Bow d 1d you Judse th.t ahe v •• tumina 
rapidly? Juat by the changea in her head or were there other iadicationa? 

A. It appeared to _. air, a. though ahe va. Judd .. l,. IOing .tra1aht ad tb. aut thiDa aba 
wa. coming .traisht acro.a in front of U •• 

Q. Did you take any other actiona prior to the colli.loa? 
A. I can't .ay that I did. lir, no. 

Q. And.t the time of the collhlOD, wh.t va. the force of the iapect? 
A. It didn't aefllD to be all that sreat •• ir. I vu on the MELBOURN! in the a_ poaition 

lIben we hit the other ahip and it waa nowhere ne.r aa bad. 1 don 't thtnk we hit her aaywhere n •• r 
•• hard. 

Q. Dld you 101e your footlng or aDythlDS of th.t DAtura1 
A. Ob. no •• ir. I wa' .tADdin, braced for an t.pact. 

Q. By other .hlp., you ere referr1ns to ..... t evIDt 1 
A. When we heel • collhlOD vlth the VOYAC!I flve ye.r. preYiou •• 

Q. What did you ob'.rYe immediately after the colll.ionf 
A. 1Jell, the firlt thing I .aw. lir. va. the forward lecLlon of EVANS. Itartina to drift down 

the port .ide. We were runnins out fire ho ••• at thi. atase to pour on to the .ft_r .ection of 
EVANS which va. Icrapins on the atarboard forward .ide where' we h.cl AVCAS .tow .. _ ad 1M wanted to 
put a foam up there Ju.t in ca.e Ihe ruptured one of the pt,. •• 

Q. How long did you have the bow .ection of the EVANS under ob.enation? 
A. Only Just briefly, lir. WhUe we were runn1n& hoa •• out I happened to IlmcI ov.r the IUe 

and vith juat a quick slGlce. I wal bu.y on the other alde. 

the bow .ectiOD .... aD you .aw lt 1 Q. And what va. the polition of 
A. It aeemed to .. to be on it. 

the· the forward Itack or anything. 
at that .tAle. 

port aid. t half CD It. lide and I COUldn't _ke out any of 
It leemed a. thouah tt vu practically leYel with the vater 

Q. Did you obl.rve any people on the bow •• ction? 
A. Ye. t air. I va. there wa' quite a few people CominS out of it. I could hear people ltaatna 

eat and could lee people .ore of cOllli.n& out of it. 

Q. And dld you .ee lt wIllD lt .elt? 
A. No •• ir. I v .. bulY ranging helicopter. at that ttm.. 

Q. And followinS the action of mann1ns the fire ho.el. ad 10 forth ... at vaa it you did then f 
A. We started briDsing up the belol from the hanaar. 11r. 

Q. And how _y dld you brina up1 
A. Five. I belieYI •• ir. 

Q. And ..... t other ectlon. dld you take follov1DS the ool11I1OD1 
A. After the belo. vel'. ran,ed t we vent down aft, 'ir, and rlued up lome netl ad lome liahtl 

ad went dova. to tha EVANS from tha after fuDn.el .ection. 

Q. And .... o did you .ccompeny .... aD you vant OIl board !VANS 7 
A. The firlt per. on wo I happened to notice next to _ v&I Naval Urman Wtnlton who ••••• 

• 0 I told him to .t.y OD tDp .0 h. could help people off the Det. ADd on to the fl1aht deck. 

Q. And ..... t dld you do .fter you sot OD bo.rd the .tem ... tlOD of EVAIIS 7 
A. I vent down below to the quarterdeck. lir. and uked a few of the rating. there who vu the 

aeniar officer. They pointed out an officer there Who va. giving firat aid to a couple of neD thare. 
ad I told him thet _ had ne" rlsged up tDp ADd if he could .tert hil _ up the leelder VI would 
let a. many off .. we could. 

Q. 
A • 

• hlp. 

Q. 
A. 

joiDed 
below. 

And what other ac:,; iona did you take? 
I juat vent down below then, lir, and atarted a .)'It_tic a.arch of below deck. on the 

And what other H!LBOUJUIE ,arlonnel •• Itted )'ou tn thia aylt_tic .Iarch? 
By that time. lir, the Flisht Deck Officer and the Commander and two or three otherl 

iD ad we lort of Itarted forward and vorl;.ed our vay aft, 1Ultin, aure there vu nobody down 

Q. Were you jolned by eny EVANS per.ODnel iD thil .urch 1 
A. There quit •• few EVANS per.ormel. air. who "'1'. loolttna around. but we tried to lort of 

,at thoae peopl. dtlcour .. ed fftll looking down below and lort of tried to .at th_ on the ladder to 
.tart letting th .. up top. 
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'I. And h .... 10ns did )'OU r .... in on board nAIIl !. EVAIIS? 
A. t couldn't lay. air, but I .UPPOI. about 1S minut ••• 

o 

Q. And to your knowledae. were all the apacea empty after the completion of the •• arch? 
A. u far al I eould sather, yea, air. We had • toreb end it v .. .., unfaiU .... hip end I'. 

p~etty certaln, air. that there wa. nobody left there. 

Q. And ""0 vao in ehorge of thio a.areb? 
A. The Flight Deek OfUeer, lir, LCDR 'attenon. 

Q. Did you oboerve any aetions with rupeet to the Uferafto on board llSS nAIIl E. EVAIIS? 
A. Yel, lir. While I VI. trying to encourage lome of the people to~ up the ladder. there 

VI' one USN •• ilor there trylnl to inflate liferaftl. 1 told htm we already had. net comins down. 
but t don't know whether he WI •• hocked or couldn't under.tand what t VI' •• ylnl. 8Rd I didn't 
wlnt to dilcourage what he w.' dOing, bee.ua. I thought he might hive been injured. So he tried 
to inflate three raft. and the rafte WOUldn't inflate. They inflated until they came out of the 
vali •• and they ju.t wouldn't go any further. It wa' a. though the .econd bottle didn't work on 
them at all. So after three he ju.t save up and I helped him up the l.ddar. 

Q. Do you lenow the un'. name 1 Did you let Ch • .an'. n..e? 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Chief Heares, you mentioned there va. a launch of two belo. at 0310. 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. Do you know whether that va. a .cheduled launch, that it val In the flyin& progr_ or DOt? 
A. We vere told to Itand by for that, yea, IiI'. 

Q. When had you b .... told? 
A. Well, I ... on deck aince midnisht, IiI', I knew that it val loing to occur, or I thought 

it VI' lOinS to occur at 3 o'clock. 

Q. Had you aetually .een the publilhed flyina proaram? 
A. NO, lir, 1 hadn't. 

Q. You indicated that you thought the bow a.ction of EVANS Wal floating on the port .ide. 
Could you refrelh your recollection on thlt and confirm whether that il your recollection or not? 

A. It 'appeared to me, .ir, that it wa. on the port .ide. I only had a fleett.ns alimpae but 
it appeared to me a. though Ihe rolled over in towards U' , not the other way • • 

Q. The liferafta you refened to, you te.tified were be inS inflated by an EVANS man. Where 
were tho'e located at that time? 

A. On the atarboard .ide, air, forward of the quarterdeck. 

Q. And how runy of them were there? 
A. Three that he tried to Inflate, .ir, and three of them didn't 80 pa.t the vali.e opening. 

Q. Do you know whether he gave the lanyard a 800d bard Jerk or not? 
A. I'm pretty well 'ure he did, .ir, he .tarted one bottle off and I didn't check to lea 1f 

there WI' another bottle connected. I don't know whit type. or raft. they had, but on our liferaft. 
1f you pull the one lanyard it operate. two bottle., one for the fir.t .tage and one for the .econd 
Itase. And he pulled the lanyard but only one Itage appeared to operate. 

Q. But a. I under.tand it, the.e liferaft. were not 1D the vater at the time thil w .. happening? 
They vere on deck? 

A. on the deck, yel, lir. But he threw one over tbe lide thtnk1na it va. lOins to inflate, 
but it ju.t lay there and he couldn't have had anybody let into it. 

Q. Have you your.elf ever tried to inflate USN liferaft.? 
A. No, IiI'. 

Q. Do you know what vaa done about the armament in the DASH haDIar? 
A. When 1 va. coming t'fown, .lr, there va. quite a bit of movement on the EVANS and there va. 

a bit of rumbling around in the hangar there, .0 I vent back up there to hlv. a look and .ee if 
anybody wa. the fact trapped in there and lome of the torpedo •• there appeared to be a bit loo.e, 
'0 I vas going to lash them down again, .ir, '0 they eouldn't move too far apart. 

Q. Did you do that? 
A. I Val atarting to do that, .ir. to lash thing. up and the'Flight Deek Officer told me to 

let back up the ladder and make .ure nobody elle came on board. 

Q. And when you left the EVANS, VII lIIybody laft aboard 1 
A. Nobody from the quarterdeck up the ladder way to the Itack on to the fll&ht deck. I don't 

know about the quarterdeck, air, the Commander wa. taking care of that. 

Q. Iy quarterdeck, you mean what plrt of the EVANS 1 
A. The .tem lee:ion, .ir, the - I think you people call it the fantlil. 

Q. The fantail, okay. 1 believe you teltified that you do Dot reeall the flight deek 11shtiD8 
prior to colliaten, i. that correct? 

A. Ye., .ir. By whIt I've read, 'ir, flight deck llght1n& Val on, but 1 hone.tly can't recall. 
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Q. Would you repeat the t.lt part agAin? 
A. r said from what I've read In the paper, they .aid the flight deck lightlng V.' on. but honestly I've b~en through ~ mind, ~lr, and I jUlt can't recall whether it va. on or not. 
l,J. Do you think that 1n the few min, tel leading up to the impact, you would have notieed the moon lighting wa. on, If it were on? 
A. It would normally come on about that ttme. air, becauae we were jUlt about to _tart the fixed wing. And we normally bring it on about that time, but when the hooter went. air, I was bu~y trying to f.l1 my men in and I didn't take much notice of the illumination. 
Q. Could you de.cribe the lights that .~e normally uled for launching helicopters and the lequence which they are turned on? 
A. It has been, air, alncp we have atarted thi. commia,lon that we do u •• this moon lighting which is turned on from FLYCO, and under normal cireum.tancel when we are not into theae exercises it would be on an the time during night flying. But linee we have been in exereil.1 we had thto lighting lwitched off the majority of the time. It jUlt comes on prior to .tart up. 
Q. And would that be prior to helicopter launch and land abo a. well a. fixed vinl? A. Well normally it ls, air, but I don't think we uled it that night for helo •• 
Q. And how about other ligh':.i • .g ether than the moon light1na:? A. Only the deck edge lighting. sir, and the landing lights which you have to be coming from the Item to aee. thole are up above them. 

Q. I'm .orry. 
A. The deck edge llghting and the landilll lightl whlch you have to be coming in from altern -to lee. 

Q. ADd when would they be turned off after launch? 
A. You ~an the .----

Q. Both the 1IIOon lighting and the deck edge. 
A. Well, deck edge lights burn all the time, but the moon lighting is owitched off otraig.t after the lauaOh. 

Q. And when woul:! they normally be turned on prior to a fixed \iing launch, the moon lighting? A. JUst before atart up, .1r. The 8ircrews ~ the aircraft and jUlt before they stand by to It art up, on comel the moon lighting. , 
Q. And how long would it normally remain on after launch? 
A. D.Jring an exercise, 81r. it would go off practically atraightaway. 
Q. At the time the hooter went, was it apparent to you that s collision was ~lnent? A. NO, sir. 

Q. Could you Itate the reason then that you Itarted aft to muster your crew? A. When the hooter went, lir, I looked at the .hip that wa5 forward of UI, and I felt our ahip Itart to peel off to the left and it appeared to me to be quite a gap between the - coming between the - our .hip moving away and the ship coming towards us. So the first Impres.ion I got vas that ahe wa. going down our starboard lide. It valn't until the final turn vali made that I Itarted running down towards the amid.hipi I.ction. 

Q. So you did not Itart nmning back until after you .aw EVANS begin to tum? A. Yes, air. then I .tarted running. 

I!lWIIlIATION IIY THE BOARD 

Que.tion. by the .enior member: 

Q. Chief Rearel, to your laat responl., did you lay that MELBOURNE va. heeling to the left? A. Well, if you are Itanding on the forward lectton of the MELBOURNE, lir, you can actually feel her when Ihe atart. to turn, and Ihe appeared to _ a. though ehe val turning ff {rly fa.t. 
Q. Did the ahip heel or roll olightly to either oide? 
A. She doe. have a tendency to, if you are turntng. to aort of .lant the deck .lilhtly, 'ir. 
Q. And which way .... the deck olmlting? 
A. Toward. the Itarboard, lir. 

Q. That is to •• y, a marble on deck would have rolled to .tarboard? A. We have trouble pushing aircraft, lir, when the Ihip il turning hard. 

Q. It va' down to the It.rboard aide, i. that correct? A. Yel, lir. 

Senior Mlnaber: '!'he board hal no further queltionl of t.hil vitn.ll. 

COunlel for the board: Chief Hearel, you are advi.ed that you are privileged to .ake any further Itatement covering anything related to the lubject .. tter of the iDvlltigation that you think Ihould be a matter of record in connection therewith, which hal not been fully brought out by preyious quaotionina. Do you haye OIIyt:hiq to add? 
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Chief Rea ... : I would like to •• Y • • ir. in ~ .t.t .... t I .aid that I thought the people on 
the flilht deck of the MELBOURN! did a very lood job in the r •• cu.. I would al.o like to .tate 
that 1 v •• one of the firlt down on the fantail of EVANS, and I thought everybody down there v •• 
doing a very good job. There w •• no confu.ion. Everybody va. trying to empl"'Y h1m8elf in eitber 
._ttina • raft or thinking of lowering the I •• boat, 8ftd 1 think, under the clrc~tance., they 
did • very lood job. 

Counlel for the board: Thank you for your r...rka, Chi.f. 

The witn ••• v .. duly warned concerning hi' t •• ttmony and withdrew from the board room. 

Sentor Member: We will have 8 brief rec •••• 

The board racel.ed at 1440 hour~. 23 June 1969. 

, 
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The ,board .-coDvened et 1452 hours, 23 .JuM ~. 

Senior Member: The hearing i8 now open. 

All persons connected with the bOlrd, who were p~e •• nt when the board rece ••• d, vere 1.lln 
preaf"nt. 

Coun~el for the board (CDR ~ta.s): The bOlrd now beina in open I ••• ion, it II nee •••• ry 
to lK'int out that any person wo has been told he 1 •• vltnela. or who lI!I8y be • vitnea. 1_ •• ked 
to withdrew from the board room. 

Ordinary Seaman aobert Allen Edgar, Royal Australian Navy, va. called •• A witnes. by counle! 
for the board, wa. sworn, and testified .1 follows: 

EXAMINATION BY CroNSIL Fea THE BOARD 

~~sti.:lnl! by counsel for the board (CDR Glas!!): 

Q. Ordinary Seaman Edgar. J'ou have been called a •• witneBs for this board of investigation. 
which is inquiring Into the clrc\~stA~ce8 surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS 
FL\h~ t. EVANS, becaule it il believed that you have evidence which may alii It the board in ita 
inve~tigAtion. Under Australian law it ia neoe.aary to warn you that you may refuae to answer 
any question, the answer to which ~y tend to expo.e you to a penalty or forfeiture. It wtll be 
for you to raiae the objection, and for the 'board tet decid. if you IIIllt anaver the queltion 0'1' 

not. Do ,OU understand those matters? 
A. Yes, dr. 

Q. Would you state your full name and grade? 
A. Robert Allen Edgar, Ordinary Se.man. 

Q. And your duties at present are? 
A. I'm in the Training Division, .ir. 

Q. Onboardl 
A. Onboard JIoL\S MELBOUR.'''E, 8ir. 

Q. And were you assigned to duties onboard HHAS MELBOURNE on the night of the •• cond and 
third of June? 

A. Yes, sir. I vas • 

• 
Q. And llhen did you join the navy? 
A. The 1st Qf June. 1968. 

Q. And how long have you spent at sea sinee then? 
A. Approximately 8 months, sir. 

Q. And during that eight months, what period of time have you spent on lookout duty? 
A. I couldn't say exactly, sir, but I've had qUite a few hours a. lookout. 

Q. Could you give us a roung .pproxi~tion of how many hours you've .pent a. lookout? 
A. 40, air. 

Q. During the middle watch, did you ,pend time .s the port lookoat? 
A. Yes, air. I did. 

Q. When did you first teke over tho .. duti .. dun", chat .. aCchl 
A. 0230, lir. 

Q. And did you continue to carry out the work of the port lookout until the time of the 
col1idon1 

A. Yes. lir. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
d.uties, 

A. 

And IS port lookout, in what plrt of the ,hip were you atationed? 
On the gunnery direction platfOrM, sir. 

And we've been told that that's immediately above the bridle and alightly forward of it, 
correct? 

Can you recall noticing .nythina in partleul.r between 0230, when you ~ook over your 
end 03001 
No, air. No~hing unusual. 

Q. Around .bout 0300, do you rocell notieina .nythinc in tho vicinity of IIELBOUUEl 
A. Sir, I noticed a ahip that va. darkened at red 20, which vas heading on a collision 

couree vi th u,. 
Q. And did you continue to keep your .ye. on that .hi,f 
A. .0, air. I .ldn:t. 
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Q. When .,. y ....... her _t? 
A. Vhen did I ••• th.t particul.r .hip, .ir! 

q •. Yeo? 
A. Approxin.tely 5 .tnut ••. later, air. 

Q. Wher ...... hI then! 
A. Approxi_tely. hill a .Ue away. Balf. lUI .... y, at red 10, headi", 'on the a_ 

cour.~. 

Q. Red 10, how .any yard. Iway? 
A. Approximately 2000 feet, air. 

~. 2000 feet! 
A. Yes. dr. 

Q. Were you ullng binoculars at this Ita.e? 
A. Yes, .ir. I wa •. 

Q. Well, did you eontinue to oba.rve the .hip fro. then on? 
A. Yes, air. I didn't take my eye. off the .hip fram that t~. 

Q. Well, now will you tell UI "hat cour.e you •• " her take? 
A. It ero, •• d our ltow. at .pproxtMtely 2000 f •• t .heact of u.e. 

Q. Which vay w •• lhe moving aerol. your view, from left to right or right to l.ft? 
A. It va. moving port to Itarboard, air, and the ship lot to approxlm.tely areen 10 and 

our siren sounded and we were turning port at the time. 

Q. When the ship lot to green 10, was MELBOORME then at.ady or had .he started to turn? 
A. No, air. She wa.n't turning. She wa •• till coming 00 cour •• tu~ing .tarbo~rd ... 

were coming Onto a course. 

Q. I think you misunderstood me. When the de.troyer, which you l.ter identified •• the 
EVANS, had got to thi. point that you described as green 10, do you remember .aying that? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. At that point of time, VI' MELBCMlNE steady on her course or va. ahe altering course? 
A. No, .ir. She val Iteady at the time • 

• 
Q. Dld she at any tlme thereafter alter cour •• ? 
A. Yes. slr~ She turned port. 

Q. And did that hIve any effect on the bearing of the deltroyer? 
A. Our airen sounded, sir. and that's when I noticed that MELBOURNE wa. turning port. A 

few seconds after the .iren sounded the EVANS turned atarboard. 

Q. When .he turned .tarboard, what va. her bearing frOll MELBOODE? 
A. Stlll green 10. lir. Do you .. an how far. air? 

Q. Well, how far too? 
A. It wa. extremely clole. I would •• ti~te about 1000 feet. 

Q. And what .ort of turn did ahe _ke! 
A. Extremely aharp, sir. 

Q. In which direction! 
A. To her starboard, air. 

Q. And what path dld .be take fram then on, in relatiem to MELIOORHE? 
A. She w, directly in front of U', sir. We wre heading for her amidshlpl. She va. 

10ing ••• Could I put it on the board air? (Witne •• drav. aketch of the relatlve .ove.enta of 
the two .hi p. ) 

Counael for the board: Counael offer. that in evidencl a. exhibit 62. 

Senlor Member: V.ry we II, it .. y be recei".d. 

!lWIIIlATICII IY CCJlIISIL Pia TIE lOUD (Cont' d) 

Qu.otions by coun •• l for the boord: 

Q. Did you at .ny time a •• any U.ht •• _", '" EVAIIS! 
•• Ib, .ir. I didn't ••• aay. 

Q. Did JOU ••• any navi,aUODII H.ht. buri", '" IIIL1CXJW! 
A. .., .'r. I d'dn't. 

Q. l'r0ll JOU poa1t1011 II port l_t, an ,.... i" • poa1tien to 0" the ... vi.oUon .t._1II 
IUhta ! 

A. .., oir. I'd _ to ••• I could, but at the ti_ I didll't thilllt of it. I'd hive to look 
_~ tbt .. all 11 hOftt of _. 
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Q. From wiler. 70U _r. ltationed, loold,.. to ,....~ _ CIoo lte_l.,. 11 .... l __ 'la14 
of vido.n? 

A. No, Ii.r. 

Q. 'I/hat about the port and .torboard runnl", U,hto, _n thoy vitUn your fl.ld of vidon? 
A. No, Ill'. I eouldntt lee them at all. 

((. 'Were you 
111um{nating from 

A. No, all'. 

able to lee, fram where you ware .tationed, whether there v •• any .oonlllhttns 
the fllBht deck? 
I w •• In I position, hut I didn't ~tlc. any. 

~. Is it your normal practice to report ranSI. 1n f .. t or in lame other unit? 
A. You mean .1 lookout, lirl 

oJ. Yes. 
A. I don't make the reports, sir. We've lot. lookout lupervtlor. The two lookoit. report 

t.' !1f~~ :tnd he make a 8 report to the bridge. 

~. And who was the lookout supervisory on the CDP that ntght? 
.\. Able Seaman Daviea, air. 

,. Old you make any report to him of what you were aeeina? 
.;\, No, dr. 

Q. Do you know if he IUde any report. to tho bridle? 
A. !'Jo, sir. 

~. You mean you dem't know or he didn't? 
A. I don't know air. 

Q. I vant to alk you about wb.t_ aapect of EVANS, let'a lay port or atarboard, you aaw at 
the different timel you mentioned. Fir.tly when you •• v EVANS on a bearing of red 2t), what 
a.pect of EVANS were you looking at? 

A. t don't know what you .. an Ifr. 

Q. Well vere you looking at her bow or her atem? 
A. Her bow, sir. 

Q. Her port or her atarboard bow? 
A. She yas coming Itraight for us. lir. 

Q. You could see port and starboard bOWl equally you .ay? 
A. It was d.rk, lir, and the 'hip wa. about approximst'ly a aile away. I just noticed that 

It was heading for us. 

Q. What was the pOlition when you law her at red 10. WIS it the lame or different? 
A. It was her starboard b~. lir, I aaw. 

Q. PerhapI you didn't under.tand 1DII! •••• When you law her at red 10. what part of EVANS 
were you leeing? 

A. Her .tarboard bow sir. 

Q. What part of her were you lealnl when you .aw her at green 10? 
A. Her starboard bow lir. 

Q. And when .he _de the Iharp turn to .tarboard, what part of EVANS ... re you Heins? 
A. I law her completely tUrD around, lir. from ... ina the Itarboard .lde of the ship, the 

whole of the port lid. CIIIII! into view. 

Q. And from then on what vere you ••• ina of her? 
A. Her whole port lide •• ir. 

Q. At any of tho .. u. .... did you o.e any Ulhto lnmtl",? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Prom the time you .aw her .ake I turn, wal the outU:M cl.ar to you or not? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. FrOOI what dlotan .. did you have a clear viav? 
A. You .. an the vioibillty on that nlaht olr? 

Q. Yes. 
A. It va! good visibility, lir. 

Q. You laid .arlier that when you firat "w EVAII, ahe appeared to you to be on a collision 
cour •• , do you remember that? 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. On what do you baH that lIeU.t? 
A. I .ew her heedina for Us, .ir. I • .., her bow and 1M .1. alewly ..:rri.na toward ua. 
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Q. Duri"8 tbe pertocl from 
0300, \,het'e were the deltroyers 

.\. The deltroyer., air. 

half p",t two until &:hr .. o'.look. -.ore partie .. 1"1y J ... t about 
located in relation to MlLBOURIE? 

Q. Yes. 
A. At 0300, it wa. at red 20 sir. 

Q. What about other de.troyer~? 
A. They were strung out lir, between - I waul. have to .,proximate - red 135 and red 20, 

thE' E'lAXS was the ship furth.lt around on the port Ii'e. 

lt~ 

Q. 
A. 

Did they remain pretty much on those beariftg. OT did they change? 
~o, air. They stayed on the ~.me courae •• 

hlhen you as port lookout determine the b.arina of • ship ahead of you, how do you do 

A. The gtasses are mounterl on A atand, and •• you turn the binoculars, in your swivel, aee, 
there i~ nn arrow that points to the degree on the b ••• of the stand. 

~. And from that you can read off the number of degrees you've turned? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And did you do that before you asae •• ed that EVANS WI. 10 degrees on the red .tde? 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Well how did you assess that bearing on that occa.ion? 
A. t used my own estimation, lir. 

~. ! think I asked you this, but were you using gll.se8 then? 
.'. V.s, sir. 

~. And by the time that EVANS got onto the .tarboard Bide as you lay~ were you .still 
usi~t gIA~.es or not? 

A. i~o, str • 

Q. You were using your naked eye? 
A. Ye!l!. sir. 

",. 
have ),,1U 

~. 

During the time you had been performing the duttes as 8 lookout. what 
had i1 estimating ranges and bearings of ship. that you have .ighted? 
I acquired my own, what I call ability sir. I just taught myaelf. 

Q. Was there no instruction given to you by any person on board? 

drill or training 

A. On my initial hour as lookout. I was told to ule the ".e. the indicator and other 
aspects of the job. 

Q. When you say base indicator, you mean this leriel of de8re~1 at the base of the 
binoculars? 

A. Yes. sir. 

~. Who taught you that? 
A. I couldn't say who it was. sir. It waa the lupervilor at the time. 

Q. What instruction were you given in re.ard to the e.timation of distances or ranges? 
A. I ~a~n't, sir, I use my own eltimetion. 

Q. Did you have any special orders a. regards bepina an eye on helicopter.? 
A. On this particular night, lir. yes. sir. When I came on I remember the lupervisor told 

me that there were two helicopters out and to report them to him elch ti~ they came back into 
aight. 

Q. Were there any helicopters in the air at tbe tl-. you were observing the movements of 
USS EVANS? 

A. I couldn't say for certain, lir. 

Q. Was there anything that distracted your attention from USS EVANS from the time you 
first Itarted observing her movementll 

A. Only the .iren. sir. 

Q. What siren wa. thatl 
A. MELBCXJRNE's siren, air. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel haa no further que.tion •• 

Senior Member: Board has no further question •• 

Counsel for the board: You a'f'e infcm.d that you have the right to -.b a .tatement about 
.ny ... ttor of the lub,ect of thh inquiry which bes not Jet beln broulht out by quesUonl. It 
there .",tht ... ,.ou vilh to odd? 
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Ordinary Se~n Clry Richard Young, Royal AUltralian lavy. va. c.lled II • vitae •• ., coun •• l 
fill' tl1e board twa, .worn. Ind t~8t1fted .1 1011ov.: 

EXAMINATICII BY C~EL rca TS BlIARD 

Que~tionl!l by counlel for the board (CDR GI ••• ): 

Q. Ordinary Seaman Young, you hive been calle' .1 • vitae •• for thi. bOlrd of inveltl.ltlon, 
,,:htch i ~ inquiring {nto the circlIm!;tances lurroundlllJ the collidon of IIU.S HELBttmNI Ind USS 
FRA!\!~ l. EVANS. bee.ule it la believed that you hive evidence which .. y •• eiet the board In itl 
i!'lvE"stig:ltion. Under AUltraUan taw, it Is nece.lary to wam ,OU tut you may refuee to anawer 
lIny question, the anlwer to which may tend to expo •• you to • penalty or forfeiture. It will be 
for yC'lu to 1',,11. the objection. Bnd for the board to 'ecide if you must anwer the qu •• t1on or 
not. Do you under.tand those matters? 

.not? 

.n. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you ple •• e Itate your full name and rank? 
A. Gary liehard Young, Ordf. nary Seaman Quartenu.lter Gunner. 

Q. When did you join the navy1 
~. Just under 12 months ago, lir. 

Q. You were a member of HELBOORNE's ,hlp'l ClBpany on the nlaht of the colllilon, were you 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. What duties were you performing? 
A. GDP starboard lockout. lir. 

~. Whe~ had you .,sumed those duties? 
A. I don't understand. 

Q. Approximately what time did you go on watch a. Itarboard lootast? 
A. 0250, air. 

Q. In order to perform those duties were you Itationed on the GDP? 
A. Y.I, lir. , 
Q. And who .lse was there at the time? 
A. Ordin8~ Seamsn Edgar and Able Se .... n Daviel, I1r. 

Q. And did those two men continue to be atationed there until the time of the collision? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. NO\.· up till that point of time what experience had you had a •• lookout? 
A. ~ell. when we 80 to watch on deck we ulually do at l.ast one hour a day. 

Q. And how long have you been in HELBOORNE? 
A. Approximately 8 month., .ir. 

Q. And how many hours on watc.h do you e.tlute you have had lince ca.ina on MELBOURNE? 
A. About SO hours, lir. 

Q. And how mJc.h training have you recet .. d lri' the perfomance of Che duct., af • 1~kout7 
A. About 50 houri, lir. 

Q. What instruction, perhapI I .hould I.Y. haft you received! 
A. I would have had about 2 hours 1nltructionl, 11r, from the lupevilors. 

Q. And wIuot inatruction had he liven 7"u1 
A. He showed us how to resight them and all that .ort of thing. 

Q. Had he lhown how to ule the b!.nocular.? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Had ha .Ilown you bow to read off bear!.",.? 
A. Tes, air. 

Q. ItIw were you taught to read off bearlnal uIllll the blaocularl? 
A. I don't know, .ir. 

Q. Well, on this nilht, did you lee EVANS before the colli lion occurred? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Where WIS IVARS when you ftrat ... hel' in relation ta MlLBOOIKE? 
A. JUlt beginninl to crol' our baw, .tr. 

Q. And apprO'Jl':i .. tel,. how far away val .he frca JlllLlaJID at that Ct.' 
A. 1 don't know that, lir. 
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{j. W.ll 414 ,- _,_ to ." .. rYo 11K ......... , . 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. ·And what did you ob •• rve 1n retatlon to the DOUr .. which .be took? 
A. She continued 10ina lero •• our bow, .ir, ancI we .ounded our Itran twiCI and tben .. 

turned hard to .tarboard - hard to port I .hould • ., • and .be .110 turned hard to .tarboard 
and continued eOldna r1lht around and back in frooat of .1 , .11'. 

Q. Now just relax Ordinary Seaman, I .ant to .Ik you • few questlonl about tho .... tters. 
You .. y HELBCII1IUIE turned left and EVANS turned dlht. C.n JOU tell u. whether tho .. turn. 
occurred together or whether one occurred before the other? 

A. We turned to port before they turned to .tano.n, IiI'. 

Q. And at the ti ... the HELBOORlIE turned port, whore va. £VAlIS 1n relation to HELBCII1IUIE1 
A. Just finiehing ero •• ing our bow, Ill'. 

Q. And when EVANS turned right or atarboard, where v •• Ihe In relation to MELBOURRE? 
A. She looked like ahe w •• going to come blck alona our lid., Ill', only ahe ju.t kept 

coming right around to .tarboard and come back aero., our ~ a.ain. 

Q. Did you •• e .ny It~ht. on EVANS .t .ny t1ao1 
A. No, .ir • 

. Q. Did you .. e aay IIOOnlllhU ... on HELBDOUI'. flllht declt1 
A. Yes, sir .. 

Q.'. When bad you Ur.t noticed thet1 
A. When I ca .. on watch, lir. 

Q. And I think you .aid that w •• 02501 
A. Yes, ,ir. 

Q. And did that continue to remain on up~111 the tt .. of the col11.10n1 
A. As far as I know, lir. I couldn't really .ay for lure. 

Q. Well when you CODe on watch how ouch of the fllsht d.clt w •• 111hted by ..onl1lhtl ... 1 
A. In the center, .ir, I'm not lure whether it va. on the aides. but 1 know it wa. In the 

canteor. 

• Q. And dtd you ,ee any nevigetion 11.ht. 1n MEtl0UIRE7 
A. No, 'fr. 

Counae 1 for· the board: Counl.l hal no further queationa. 

Senior Member: The board ha. no questtona. . 

Coun •• l for the board: You have the opportunity to .. b a: ,tat_nt, Ordinary S .... n YOUi'll, 
about any matter that'a not been covered by the flUa.etonl to date, do you vtlh to add anything? 

Witnels: No, air. 

The witnen va. duly warned a. to hi. teltb.,ny and withdrew frOlll the board rOOll. 

La'aon Meaker, Tactical Operator, Royal Au.tralian N.vy, ... called a •• witna •• by coun.el 
for the board, was .worn, and ta.tified .a follow.: 

JIlAK[IIATtIll IT COORSEL rca TIl! aClAlD 

quo.tion. by coun.el for the board (CDR Gl ••• ): 

Q. TO Meaker. you have been called a •• vttnaa, for thia board of lave.tl •• tion which ta 
1nquirl ... 1nto the ctrc .... tonc ••• urroundi ... the collh10n of JtWi HEUlCII1IUIE and USS lIA1IIt E. 
EVANS, beC'UI. It la beliaved that you have evidence which .. y ••• ist the board in itl 
inv •• tigetion. Under Au.tralian law, it 1. nec •••• ry to varn you that you .. y r.ta •• to an ... r 
any que.tlon, the an.,..r to which .,., tend to expo.e you to a penatty or forf.lture. It rill 
be for you to rai.e the objection, and for the board to decide if you .... t aa..ver the queaUon 
or not. Do you under. tend tho.e .. ttar.? 

A. Y.a, air. 

Q. Will 1°U .t.t. JOUr full n_1 
A. La'1II01l lIe.lter. 

Q. What h JOUr res1 
A. Tactical Operator. 

Q. _ lonl ha". you •• n la .LBOUIIIE, -. .U0QIJI1 
A. Slnc. Janu.ry of thi. ,..r. 

Q. And what expert.ac ....... JOU had ••• tactl ... l .... retk' 
A. Well, I'" ..... n 011 nHe seatt alnc .... _r l.at ,. ....... I'wa ..... all .... 1 .. 

tralni .... 
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Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

c .'t..; ...... ~ ~ ." 0' , ........ -----.. 
• b , f 

OD tM.ap& . .aL.cIoe...,cmd ancl _'" ,.: ••• ~ __ .'" __ , 
I dU. I 1 I 

I I ! In what part of tho .hip7 
The ope~.tlon. roe.. , I! 

I 
Wh.t dutie. vera you performing theral :' 
I w •• manninl tho Adair.I', voice cirtult .. rill tho tl .. , tactical prt .. ry. 

And when did you take over those dutl •• , 
At 12:00. 

And did you continue to perform them until tb. tt .. of the collision? 
Yes, dr •. 

Now in .. nning that circuit, do you have • "ad •• tf 
Yel •• 1r. 

Q." And are yoU able to hear me •••• ell .ent out by MlLlCXJBlfE on the primary tactical circuit? 
A. Y.I, air. 

Q. And Ire you 
by other .hip,7 

.,., . 
• 1.0 able through that head .. t to hear any " •• Ige, transmitted on the circuit 

A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Now coming to round about 0300 that nflht c~n 'YOU. without refre.hing your _ry f .... 
the log which you kept. tell us what .1gnal. you heard on that circuit? 

A. Well about 12 ftdnutea p •• t three, MILBOURNE •• nt I .ignal tailing ,II .hip. that 
MELBOURNE'. courM wal 260. This was coded. They lave a ti_ on that lignal wIliett vas 2012. 
EVANS roeereod for it. Thl. 1. after the ''FoNatlon CItE" had been given and exeeuted. Then 
MELBOUR.\'E told EVAIIS that they were on a colUoion oour.e thh v .. about 2013. I think. 
Several minutes after that MELBaJRNE ea. back to IVANS,and told them thlt HELBClJRNE ,.a. cOlldng 
hard to left. EVANS c .... otraight back with a reply. logered· for it ancl aaid. "I a( loing 
hard to right. II t'hen the colUlton. 

Q. Was there any Roge~ that you reeollect frMa EVANS for the 11gnal, tlTou are on a 
colilsion cour.e?" 

A. Yes. lir, there v ••• 

Q. Now you have given evidence that tho •• l •• t two .ignal. fram the two .hip., c_ 1n the 
order MELBOUBlC, EVANS. are you clear ln your .s.nd .'bout that? 

A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Would you' have a look .t this document which i ... hibit 12. In whot order doe, that 
log .how thOle lignals having been tr.n~itted1 

A. It', MELBOUIlNE tening EVANS ehot I am loinl hard to laft and EVANS coming back hard 
to right. 

Q. 
on the 

A. 

And is,that. 
cireui t? 

according to your recollection, the-order in which you heard the lignal. 

Ye., IiI'. 

Q. What period of U ... i .. terve .. ed Mewan t_7 
A. EVANS c .... back aDd .. da it right aftn 1lEU0IIIIIB had tranndtt.,A.ta oignal and given 

an Over. 

Q. !low in relation to .arU.r ollnol. ca .. you IIoU .'. ne.a.lling your..-.ry. froa tho log 
when the lignal va. Hat 09U' the air, ., CowiN 'a 2tO! 

A. At 2012. 

Q. And the oignal you aro on a colHoion cour.e1 
A. 2813. 

Q. And the two .1peto about 10ft ancl r1lht who .. vere they7 
A. 2015. 

Q. And vhen woo tho col11.ion? 
A. 2015. 

Q. Do you think tho two oi .... to ..... at tho __ tt.. a. die co11101 .... 7 
A. Within 30 .. cond. I'd .a,. •• ir. 

.' t .... -. 
Q. At the U .. thot the coUilion occ"",,,d, did _ look at 11117 cl001<1 
A. Ye., atr. 

Q. What cl""k dld you look aU 
A. Tb1. &1""k iI a clock .... lch 10 1D 1111. ti_, it la talran'" aU ....... tion. ro. etaff. 

I looked at tlli •• a. th10 '" o1.a,.. Mlr c1001< to .... _ tho _ na tho .. 2015. 

,f)~ ,.' (1'" 
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Q. CoIninc ~ ... .ehe _a"lze, ttyou are '""C'MIrae. u -Did yoa-'fInor-tt.t err-the 
primary 'tactieal eircuit onee or more than Ode.! 

A. I think what happened there. MlLBClVI,8 c... and laU, "You Ire on • collilion eoul'''. If 
They lev,' "OIIet'," and EVANS did not con. blck 10 t WIlt "..Juliet Seven Over," and: tt.,. cnae 
blck. "This 111 Juliet Seven, R.oger out." , i ! 

Q. Now at an7 .tap did you look at the (UrO ~p roputer In the operaUon. row? 
A. Vo., .1r. I looked at this at the time of ~ coilialon. It 1 •• 1tu.tld balf v.Y 

between where I .tt and the clock and I happened to .llnce at it and I notlced that it ... 
• howl nc 255. 

Q. 255? 
A. Yes, 111'. 

Q. This WI. at what time? 
A. 2015. 

Q. At the tl .. of tho colll.lon? 
A. Yes, sir. That waan't the ship. head thouah, the repeater itself ahovi about 30 degre •• 

and I IRW the 255. 

Q. I .ee. Can you tell .1 where the ,hip. head ••• t that tt.? 
A. No, air. 

Q. \/hIt did the 255 .... n then? 
A. well. I didn't tell anyone about thie •. It didn't .. an anything, but I Wae aeked 2 days 

later when I made aut my Itatement. and I thouaht I WDUld _ntion it in there. 

Q. 
of the 

A. 

But on the gyro .trip repeater ie there not .... urbr which indicate. the po.ition 
ships head in relation to varioul pointl on t~ compa •• ? 
Yes. lir. 

Q. Dld you •• e .t.r. th.t v •• at the time of the colll.1on? 
A. No, lir. I v ••• itting down Bt the tt .. and tbi. can't be eeen from where I va •• ttting. 

Q. So .11 70U .aw were the figure. 2551 
A •. Yes. dr. 

Q. Giving no indication a. to where the lhip', he.d va.? 
A. Nu, sit-. 

Q. Ibw many degreel of the gyro strip repeater are risible to you from where you .re 
litting? 

A. I think About 10 degrees, .tr. 

Q. Tactlcal Operator Meaker. I wonder if you would .ind giving UI a drawina ulins thil 
felt pencli of what you .aw of the strip repeater when you looked at it at the time of collision? 

A. Yes •• ir. (Wicael. draws .ketch indicating •• ction of gyro etrip repeater vi8ibil. to 
him at time of collision). 

Q. II th.t .t the extreme right of the part that )'OU eould .ee? 
A. Yee, 8ir. 

Q. Well now how IUny degre •• doel it 10 to the otr __ left? 
A. I'm not too lure, .ir. 

Q. I think 70U •• Id bafore It roe- .bout 10 d ....... i. that rilht? What'. tho dlfferenee 
in degrees between the .xtreme riaht and the utr ... r.ll.ft of what you could e •• ? 

A. About 10 degreee, sir. 

Q. And the 255 th.t you hId marked VII on tho axtr.. rilht? 
A. Yes, etr. It was whAt val vieihle to ... 

Q. Where 18 the pointer lndlc.tl", the .hlp·. ho.d In th.t dlo~ ... ? 
A. On the center of the lYI'o repeater. 

Q. Can you draw it in then pl •••• ! 
A. Yel, 81r. (WitDeI. draw. 11_ .lncUcatilli .bLp' • .a.a.:u.q ~kal'). 

Q. Would you put the letter. Sft .b""" that _rk that )'OU ba". put In? 
A. Yes, Ill'. 

Q. Are you able to tell u. how .. ny d.gree. that .. rur _. to the left of what you .aw? 
A. No, Ilr. 

Q. Are 70U .bl. to tell u. reliably how .aD)' decr ••• are covor.d by the whole p.rt which 
i. Yi.ibl. to you? 

A. 10 de,.. •• , .1r. 

Q. 
A. 

Wero "au lookln •• t thl. Icr.i.ht .bead or COi1.ft or t. rl.ht? 
To rl.ht. dr. I va •• 1tU", to tho r! • .!'t2'0f ~.t~~ I ilad_ to . look up to it. 
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. q. ..... - MIIl • ..t· et..ht de ,.... hoy. I.ft heW; .. , .. R Y~! 
A. I set .grt of •• ide-on view of it. i . 

, I· I 

Coun •• 1 fgr the board: Caun.el •• t. thee thi. ~ adalttad into .vid.nco •• Exhibit 63. , , 
I 

Sonior -'r: One q .... tton coun •• 1 .. fgro wo Il0l, thot. Could wo inquire if the di ..... 
i. int.nded to It- that tho .ctual n ... bar. tIIot tho Iorttna ...... drawn thero, 255, I lieU."., 
are what he lavon the. repeater it.elf, numberl .ltb~ed in about that po.ltion. 

Coun.el far the bo.rd: Will you .n • ...,r thot que~ion ,1._1 

WltneB~: That II correct, sir, I wo*ldn't be too .vee if it ... that far to the right or 
left but ito tho only ........ r. thot I 8Iw. 

S~nlor Me~er: Very well, we wilt accept that tuto evidence. 

EXAHINATICII BY CaJlSEL pca Till lOUD (Cont'd) 

que.tion. by caun •• l for tho board: 

Q. In relation to the .ign.l. that you 101g.d 1n thot r.cord which i. Exhibit 12, .,.rt' 
frOOl logging the I1lno1. thet you h.ard, did you re_t t ..... to .nyone? 

A. Y •• , .ir, tho Duty St.ff Officer, which w •• Lieutenant C_nd.r Arundel. 

Q. At what .t.ge did you report tho ••• ignal. to ~1 
A. Immediately upon cominl in, .ir. 

Q. Immedi.tely •• the .ignal. come In? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. And wo. ho thore '0 for •• you r.coll.ct durina' 'tho p.dod thot the.e .1Inal .. wor. 
baing received? 

A. Yea, Ilr, and If he were not there, I would "port to t:he Duty Operation. Officer. 

Q. And who woo ho thot nilbt? 
A. I don't raeall, .ir. 

Q. Do You hove any recollection of repart1ng to tcDll Arundol, tho two oignalo going l.ft 
.nd 10ing right? 

A. Ye., lldieS, lir. and aftar I reported them be vent .t~llbt to the radar. 

Q. Thot'. the PPl 1nd1c.tor? 
A. Ye ••• ir. 

Q. Did you .t .ny .to.e look .t tho r.d.r plot, ~.d.r d1.,I.y? 
A. I did hove • Il.nel .t it, .1r, but I didn't bb .. ch notice •• I WII pretty bu.y 

.. nniDl the voie. circuit at the tt.. ; 

Q. Whot WII the qu.lify of c ...... nic.ti_ on tho t.ctical prllllory circuit .t tho H.-I 
A. It hod baon very ._ .U maht, dr. It .... very cloor. It .... ut.t untll .bout 

2000 (Z) when it ,tart.d lOtting bu.y. Other than that .... hod vary aood c_nicaUon •. 

Coun.e1 for tho board: Caun.el _ 00 furtho~· que.Uon. for thlo witnoll. 

Senior _.r: Tho bo.rd hoi no furthor .. ,tt ... for thi. witae ... 
, ' I 

Caun •• 1 for tho boord: TO Mo.br you how •• .."ortonlty 1:0 _ •• to..."t ._t any 
_tter which h r.levont to thh inv •• til.tion thot ho. not boon _.ht out hy the ..... t1an. 
'0 f.r, 10 there any addition.1 .. tt.r you wiab to .tot.' 

I ' I I 
The witno .. wo. duly _mod concerning hi. teatt."" and withdraw frea tho board room. 

Senior IIoIobor: I/o will hove • br1.f _ •• 

Tho bo.rd r.c .... d at 1545 hour" 23 .Juno. 1969. 
..' - --.-- .. -. --.-.. 
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The board opened .t 1600, 23 June 1'69 • 

Senior MMftber: The hearina i. nOW open • 

.All ~rson. connected with the board, who were treMnt when tbe bolrd recel.ed, .... n I.ain prpspnt. 

COUDlel for the bolrd: The board now being held In open le •• ion. it i. neceslary to point out thllIt any perlO1'l. who ha. been told he 11 I witnes •• or who .y be a witne.s ia •• ked to withdraw from the board room. 

Stepbpl1 A. kraus. Sign81ma~1 SI!con1 Class, U.S •• IVY. wal called a. a vitness by counael for the board, waa .worn. and testified as follo~: 

EXAMlNATIOO BY CamSEL ,CIt TE BOo\aD 

QtIPStiO!1.!I by connlel for the board: 

Q. Signal~n Kraul, you hive been called I' I witness for this board of inve.tigation. which is inquiring lnto the circumstance, surrounding the collilion of HHAS MELBOURNE .nd OSS FlANK E. EVJL~S. because it il believed that you bave evidenee which .. y ••• iat the board in itl investigation. Under United States tlw no witness may be compeled Co an.wer Iny queltion the Anwwer to which may tend to incriminftte him Ind you mAy refule to In.wer any luch queltion. Do you under'tand what I've •• 1d .0 far? 
A. Te., .ir. 

Q. Would you plea ••• tlte your full name,· rate, end pre lent or8.nl~tton1 A. Stephen A. Xr.uI, Sign.lman Second CI •••• U.S ••• VY. USS PRAHl E. IVAaS. 
Q. How long have you be.n ... lgned to USS n.uu: I. IVANS? A. I report.d .board Hay 16th of 1969. 

Q. And prtor to that whit expertence Mve you bad ln the navy? A. Well. I had been on three .hips before the EVANS .nd I h.ve been a .ignat .. n for two ye.rl. 
Q. And your total .ervice in the navy? 
A. Three yelr. f two .mths. 

Q. And were you .a.igned to I w.tch in the e.rly aorBing of 3 June? 
A. Yes •• iJz'. 

Q. To whet vatch were you ••• 1pd? 
A. I va. Itandtns the mid-w.tch from a quarter of twelve until 0700. 

Q. And where did you take .t.tion for that watch? 
A. On the o1gn.l brld .... the 03 l.v.l of the EVAlIi. 

Q. Where 1. that ln .. el.tlon to tha n.vlgatlonal brldl.? A. Itts Ibout 20 feet above and behind the open bridae. 

Q. Would you clarlfy how IlUCh hilher than tho open bridge. I. 1t one level up! A. Itt, one tevel, about 8 feet. 

Q. And how f.r .ft of the open bridle? 
A. About 20 f •• t. 

Q. And '"'" .le. _ .. _i.,. eI. .... l _toh "'til _ thet II1abt? A. Seaman IDdr1auez. 

Q. Durinl tho perlod of ,...... v.teh. had ,.... re .. !,," .ny "' .... 1 01 .... 10 fr ... MEIJIOIJRNE or .ny otho ... hip? 
A. About 0030 1M reeeived tho night interCi ..... from .!.IOUD!. 

Q. Do you ree.ll ..... t .... in tbo •• nllhe IDt.ntl ..... ? A. T •• , .1r. thoy .00d ·thot tho,. beU .... d thot IPlIIAZ v •• opereti.,. ln tho .rea, .nd they •• "" tho eoura. and lpeod they beHned him to be ..... nd 10141 they ""r. ,olng to .. 01 .... heUeopter. to check on tt. 

Q. ... IPIIAX 10 _U 
A. A aubmariDe. I believe, .11'. 

Q. Ia that the only ", .... 1 01 .... 1 you ... e.n .... ivi .. during your vateh! A. Y •• , .ir. It i •. 

Q. Inviting your att.ntion to the pedod .bout 0300 - do you re •• n whore 1II1J10U1J11 ... in .. l.tlon to EYAIS? 
A. T •• , oi... they...... df.reetty .ft of .... port ,urter a_t 5000 yerd •• 

Q. 
A. 

And eoald you liv. a 
,-t ZOO ... lati".. 

," 
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Q. And do you ",aean the po.ition of any other .hip. in tho fo .... Uon at .bout that time! 
A. Yrl, 11r. the ILACIPOOL waloff our .tarboard beam about 3 miles. The KYES v •• forward • 

• tnrboarod bow, about, t c:ouldn't say exactly, but they vere way out, maybe 6 mil.s and I kn("w that 
the KYES and the CLEOPATRA were on the other Itde of the carrier. but I could~'t ••• them. Every 
~nce in a while I could lee the LARSON. but not too often. 

~. Do you recall anything of .1gnl£lc8nc. that occurred at about 0300 on that morning? 
A. Not right at 0300. No , sir. 

Q. Well, Shortly thereafter? 
~. WrIt, I went to the .tarboard lide to check on the BLACKPoot and the KYES. It must have 

bf>("l I1bflUt Ol05, and we started to make .. starboard turn, jUlt • rpgular .tarboard turn, nothing 
sharr or irregular about it. And so I jUlt Btayed over there to wait for the MELBOURNE to app •• r 
On tl,,.' ~t,1rboard 8ide since we Wf>re switching po.ition. It would have brought them to etarboard 
si:1(:e t~lC'Y were behind us, and they never did .ppear 10 I didn't expect anything irregul.r about 
1t. I ~t,qy('d oV(>r there maybe five minutes and I went back over to the port !'!.de and MELBOURNE 
,:,.,s off our port bow and aeemed to be making a left turn. 

Q. A left turn, her own left? 
A. Her left, yes. 

Q. And at this time could you tell what the distance was to ~mLBOUINE? 
n. I would say 3000 yards. 

Q. And what w.. tho visibility at thi. time! 
A. It "'81 cle.r .nd bright .. bright moonlight night. 

Q. And ~re you ullng binoculars? 
A. No, sir. We had • long-gl •••• 

Q. Were you able to tell what approximate course HELBOURNE wei on when you fir.f aaw her at 
th.t time! 

A. No, sir. It just looked like .he ve. making a left .wing. 

Q. What part of the ahip were you leelng? 
A. I was aeeing the after part. Just about the ti~ that I noticed it was making a left, she 

turned on her aircraft warning lights and red deck lighta, like if ahe was to ~ke a flight operation. 

Q. Am I to understand that you thought you were aeeing the stern aeetion of MELBOURNE? 
A. Yes, cdr. They had three tail light.. They were vertical tail lights. I had always nottced, 

since we had plane guarded before, and I law those re.l shortly, and then they turned to where it 
was aideways and I couldn't aee them anymore. I juet stood there and kept .atchins. I didn't think 
anything. I just. assumed that we were aoing to plane guard for her, follOwing in behind her and 
would turn with her. And she kept turning until I couldn't .ee tho.e red lights anymore. Then t 
realized, just watching her, I realized it waln't her fantail anymore and by then she was, lUybe 
within 1500 yards, and I realized that the bow wa. coming toward. us. 

Q. Could you tell whether it was .tarboard bow or port bow you vere seetng? 
A. No, it looked l1ke I was looking just straight on at it •• if we were coming this way ~~d 

Ihe was coming like this. (Indicating directions by movement. of the hand) 

Q. You were seeing her from dead .head you believe? 
A. JUlt about dead ahead • 

. Q. And at that time was EVANS on a straight course or was ahe turning? 
A. It seemed to me that we were on a Itraight course. 

Q. And what about MELBOURNE, vas lhe on • Itraight course or was she turning? 
A. It seemed like .he was still IWinsin& left almo.t If .he had revereed course. 

Q. And what was the next thing you lew .fter that? 
A. Well, I kept watching her and when .he got 10 clole, I finally realized that it was undoubted 

that abe was going to hit us. We Itartad .. king a full rtlht turn right then. We ~tarted .winging 
real hard to right. I ran over to the .tarboard lide by" cutting through the shack and I looked back 
and .he was approaching a. if she was gOing to hit UI almolt at the,aignal bridge right where I was 
.tanding. So Rodriguez vas on top of the Ihack. So I vent to warn him, and about that time I turned 
to go to starboBrd again and that'. when abe collided with UI. 

Q. hd _. Rodrl_z standing on tho .hack! 
A. JIo he waln't. Since we were .Undina • lonl watch .... wre .plitting up the visual watch, 

and he was l.ying down up there. 

Q. And did you have a chance to warn J.odriSU8e? 
A. Yes, I banged on the roof and .aid, ''J.odrlpez, .... are goina to let hit." And he aaid, 

''What?1I He jUllt .aid, "What?U 

Q. And then "hat happenad! 
A. And then I turned and _de uybe two .tep. &lid ......... hit. 

Q. Let _ ... turn to tho point at which ,..,.. oald that a' about 030S .LlOVIlIE va. on the port 
quarter! 

A. t.l, .tr. 
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Q. Could:rou uo1na tho .. lheetl up then ....s th1a ,... draw for U I picture uina an"OWI to 
repreoent ...,h Ihlp, the nlaU". poo1tionl of Mn ..... _ nAIlS? 

A. kt 0305? 

Q. When:rou lOW tlwm OD 7DUr port qUlrta"? 
A. Yes, at". (Wit ..... dftw sketch r.prel.ntina ahe nlative poliUonl of tha boo IbipI) 

Q. Could:rou indiclt. an .pproxt_te d1o_ ........ .., a dottad Une? (Witnell indicated 
dist.nce with dotted line .1 beins SOOO YI"'"). 

Q. Do you have any 14 •• what caur •• IVANS va. OIl at that tlllll? 
A. No, lir, I don't. (Witnel8 re.umed bi ... at)} 

Q. Now.t the tia. you indicated you thouaht I~UOOL .... to starboard of you, val that before 
or after th@ time you've indicated there? 

A. The t •• t time I looked at her. which bad been _)'be ten minute. aao, that'. when they were 
to starboard. 

Q. You dld not I.e the B~KPOOL at tb10 tia' 
A. No, 1 didn't. After this I went oyer to the .tarboard .ide to check asain. 

Q. And at the position you've indicated there, on that diagram, could you He .LBfJIDJ.NE with 
yout' naked eye? 

A. Ye., I could. 

Coun.el for the bolrd: We will mark that Ixhibit 64 for identlficltion and tender it into 
evidence .1 Exhibit 64. (Counlel hands Ixhibit 64 for identification to aenior member fot exa~nat10n) 

Sc"ior ~mber: So received. 

EXAMINAnON BY CWNSEL rca TIll lOUD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counael for the board: 

Q. ~ow frOM the pOlitton you. vere 1n on the 11SUI brtd.J;e, could you hear any order. to engine 
or wheel from the pilot bouae1 

A. No, air. 

Q. Could you hear any radio mea.age. comins over the primary tactical circuit1 
;,.. No, sir, 

Q. 
A. 

We ha-~ 

seemed 

Now returning to the point of~:iJiIp.ct, what happened to )'OUT 
I wa. knocked down. and lnto the lhack and the atarboard door .hut. I vas thrown around. 

some coffee' cups, a can of paint. and it all became 100.e and was thrown aroUnd. We then 
to be .l~st motionless for a moment and we moved .ideways and rolled at the aame time. 

Q. Rolled in which direction? 
A. To starboard, and right away we were 1ayin8 flat. The .hip was layins on It. aide with the 

.ignal bridge just starting to come into the water, ao I .tarted to push open the door and I couldn't 
get it open into the water and we had ju.t a little bit of reaction, enough:for ae to open the door 
and swim out from the ship. 

Q. By reaction, you mean what? 
A. Well, we went over and j •• t .eemed to come back. little bit. 

Q. In other words you started to right just. little bitT 
. A. Yea, ,;ir. 

Q. And when you lot out, excuse _. let _ return ... In to the night intentiona you received 
about 0030, I believe you .. id1 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. 
A. 

How did you receive thole, by wbot type of lilbt? 
The HIILBOUINE used a white l1Sbt, wh!.te .i .... l lllht, _11 one, I thlnk it was an 8 lnch 

Bsht. 

Q. W •• it a diroctlonal lilht pointed to .Icb .hlp 0" Wli it an all around 1l8ht? 
A. No, it .... a dinctional 11Ih •• 

Q. And it wa. IODt to IVANS di"aett 
A. y .. , air. I law tlwm co1Una, aftar thay bad "nt it to u., I .aw t ..... calling the BIACKPOOL, 

it .... hard to .. e but I could jUlt tall they ... '" callina them aho. 

Q. And after you ... n thrown into tha vat.r wbot happened to you? 
A. I swam lway from the .hip, and than I law Mr • ..".on and Hr ...... y floating on I deck board 

from the pUot hOUle, 00 I ...... up and Irabbed ahold of that. 

Q. Were any other peopla bold ina onto the 1_ d.ck board? 
Ia. No, air. 

Q. Did you hear lither Mr. BoPIOll or Mr • ...... y..u Iny Itat_nt wh!.lli you were hanaina onto 
the _ <leek _? . 

A. Other than they wrl eoncarned that everJOMl •• t away frca the .hlp, I cln't remember who it 
va,. which one, hut they .. ld, 'Why did they C~ that vert" or, "Why did they have to turn that way1" 

311 



r?····· 
~ 
~ .. " 
~~~- ·1 . 

Q. 
A. 

c 
Did ~he)' indicate who they .. ant by "tbe,,"· 
Nn. lir. 

Q. What were the conditions of Mr. Hopson aDd Mr •. Iam •• y? 
A. Well, other than being excited, Mr ...... y, 1 think he laid his leg. burt or that one of 

hiF letis hurt and they just .eemed .•. Well, we were 811 .hook up, more or Ie ••• They vere really 
concerned that everyone set awa)' from the ahip. 

Q. WAS there any panic that you could oblerve'l 
A. No, .ir. 

~. l~ about your own injuries, were you injured? 
n. 1 cut my thumb in the door and I bad • few Icrapel and bruises, but nothing aeriaua. 

~. A~d can you tell us what happened to Rodrigue.? 

the 
A. No, sir, other than what I heard after 1 got onto the MELBOURNE that he w •• thrown up on 
flight deck. 

Q. Dld you hear any whistle signals or other .larm. from either .hip? 
A. Yes, air. Just before they hit I heard their •••• I guess it was their colliaion alarm. 

It was real short and jUlt a couple of blows. it .eemed like, I don't remember it right up till 
the time of collision, but I remember it just • couple of •• conds before. 

Q. And did it aound anything like the American coillaion aignal! 
A. I can't really aay. sir. 

Q. Did you hear any bl •• ts from their whlatle! 
A. No, .ir. 

Q. Did you hear any from EVANS! 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Dld you hear any other alarm from EVANS! 
A. No, air. 

Q. How did you get aboard MELBOURNE! 
A. One of their motor whaleboats picked u, up, in the water. 

Q. From your position. can you see the navigational lighta of FlANK E. EVANS? 

: 

A. No. arr, I could see OUT masthead lights. I could aee the reflection from those. 

Q. Do you recall whether that light was turned on at any time prior to the colli,ion? 
A. No. sir, I don't believe it was. 

Q. Did you see any navigational lights on the MELBOURNE? 
A. None other than their aircraft warning lights or their red lights. 

Q. You saw no white lights at all? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. On Exhibit 64 which is to your tight there. you indicated that MELBOURNE and EVANS were on 
approximately the same course, did you intend to ,how that? 

A. Well, at the time I was watching them it aeemed we had changed course throushout the night, 
we would change just. little back and forth, but it never changed their position that much, they 
were 8enerally behind us or a"little OVer to the aide of ua. 

Q. Do I understand that answer to .... n that that 10 baaed on what bad happened during the 
night rather than your oblervation, 1_ that correct? 

A. NO, that' • .y obaeTVation. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

vbere I 

You actually aaw her on • courae parallel to IVAIS? 
Yes. air. and when they lent _ the lianal they were almoat in the aame poai tlon too. 

No, I'm speaking of the tlme about 0305, which Exhlblt 64 depict.! 
Ves, air. that', correct. 

And you ob.erved the MELBOUBNE clear enough to deten1ne her couree? 
I believe that'. the way they aeemed they were he.ding. That'a the way lt looked from 
-a . 

Q. Signalman xrauI, do you think that 70U eould, on another aheet of paper Uke Exhibit 64, 
diagram for the board the movements of tha two ahlpa frOlll the t1lle you observed MELBWBNE until the 
time they c_ lnto co11101on .a you Yi .... lh.d It! 

A. Ye., air. 

Counae1 for the board: We Yi11 ark that Exblbit 65 for identification. 

Witne .. : You vant thh from the tu. 03057 

Counael for the board: A, you vtaual1Md it from ~he time HELB<XmNE vas on EVANS' port quarter 
until the two shlps c_ lnto colUdon. 10 that tho way the board would Uke lt to be! 

Senior Hember: That'a the period of t1M,,.a. 
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Witnus: Would 1011 lib _ to draw it i .... etl_' 

Counlel for the 'board: Y.a. why don' t you draw t .. firat one. then move to tM: next one and 
.0 forth" (W1Cno .. draw •• ocUonal .ketch .. iadlca"., tho _nt. of tho Cwo ohip. fr_ U"", 
0305 until timo of colli.ion) 

Wi~ne .. : rr ... tho tlM that HELBOllIINE ..... t tr.. llaro (polaU", to podUon on .... tch) up forw.rd, 
I w •• n t wetchi", t ..... at all. I was on the atarboud o1da thon and we were _ki", a ri,ht turn. 

Counsel for the board: Do we understand then, that the diagram labeled two at 0308 1. when you 
were on the starboard quarter looking for the HELBCItIUtI to emerge on that iltde, 1. that correct? 

Witness: Yel, .11'. 

Counsel for the board: And you never .aw MlLBOUIRI ... rga1 

Witness: No, air. 

Coun.el for tho board: Now what wo. tho next thi", "OU aaw! Could you diagram that at Usura 
three? 

Wltness: Tbb 10 comi'" out of a risht turn (pointi", to poo1Uon on .ketch). Richt hero. 

Coun.el for tho board: Let the recor. indicate that tho vit ..... 10 polnU", to tho IVAIIS in 
Ugure thre •. 

IXAII1NATIOO BY COUNSEL rca TIE lOUD (Cont'd) 

Questions by coun.el for the board: 

Q. Now, al I understand it from your prior telt.lmony, .t,~be time lnd~c.ted In flsure three, 
you .aw red UghCl which "OU thought wore .tern lighCl of HlLBOIlINE. 10 that corroctr 

A. Yes, 811'. Right about halfway, well, they had already .tarted to make a left turn. They 
leemed maybe already SO degree. into a turn when they turn.d on the 1isht.. They ju.t all 
automatically came on. 

Q. Would you explain diagr~ four before you 10 to f:l.ve? 
A. The MELBOURNE ..... d to be coming around to a loft turn (vitne .. poinU", to the .ketch). 

It .eemed like they had almoBt reversed cour ••• and it .... d like .... had ju.t .te.died up and 
in.tead of following them here, we kept 101ng straight whilo they came around left. 

Q. Now goi",. back to figure three, could ,,00 pnt a Uttlo taU on EVANS to indicato that JOU 
had just came out of your .tarbo.rd turn - 1. that what I under.toad? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q. On diagram four, would you indicate your eati_te of et. ranae between the BVANS' arrow 
and the final position of HELBClJIlNE .s .hown on that diqr8al? JUBt put a dotted li_ and write in 
your eBtimate of the ranse. 

A. Yes, dr. Ught hero (poinU", to point of intor •• t on .ketch), that 10 the point of impact. 

Q. Very veIl, you u, relume your •• at. Since .LBOOKNE did not appear on your atarboard quarter, 
aJ expected, when you made your .tarbo.rd turn, 1. it posdble that the ahip you identified in ficure 
ODe may not have been HlLBOUiNE - in your view? 

A. No, sir. That'l when I w •• on the port aide. That'. the l •• t time I law her. 

Q. And ~ou po.iUvely idenUfied that a. _LB0IalII7 
A. Yea, .ir. I woo .ltting there watchi", t .... all ovening. Wo watch HELBOImNE .",e thon 

any other .hip. 

Q. And when you looked .t HlLBOUIINE at 0305 and po.ltively idontifiod it a. tho MELBOURNE, 
what part of HELBOUkNE were you •• eina, could ,.au tell? 

A. I v.. looking .traight directly at it, riCht off her bow. 

Q. And you could determine cl.arly the courae v:l.th1n a few degr.es ... the courBe of MELBOURNE? 
A. Well. that' 8 the way it looked like to me tM lalt tt_ I • .w them back there. 

Q. And how h It that .he dldn't appoar when 70U _de a starboard turn! Do JOU have ony 
.• xplanation? 

4. Ilo, o1r, I don't. 1Ia"i>e it didn't catch., .,... but I did .ta" over thore ftauri", thoy 
would come UP. caule it V.I • big lhadow and I jUlt aa.er rem.aber .eeina :l.t. 

Q. And the next time. you law }IlLBOUIRI Ihi .... on IVANS' bow. 1. that correct? 
A. Yel. Bir. 1 vent back over to the port .1de. 

Q. And 1 t va. on tho port bow! 
A. Yel, IiI'. 

Q. Ju.t prior 
• atraight cour •• , 

A. Yel, lir. 

to co111oion, ~ dialr_ n"., -.ld iadic.a that _LBOIaIII ota,..d on opproxi ... toly 
10 that correct7 
It .. _d lib the" .trallhtonod up ju.t befDra die" bit u •. 

Q. Imd IVAIIII ....... _ r11~ -..f 
A. 'fel, a1~. We .tarted turnl", ri,ht. It 1 __ Uke no _ttor how 1M tarned they wore aim", 

for ua. I ... n that'. tbl way it •.• 
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Q. In £1"," tin. lIOU tllauaht)'Ou weraJaM'1 h WI.cdR'. itun.aad..1a.lipra fo.~_ 
""re look1"8 at tha -. 10 Chat c ...... ect? i I I 

A. y~., .ir. ! I I 
Q. __ h co. .1a,ead between Cbo •• two f1pn.? . 
A. *'" a half a ,",nuta at the .... C. . J I 

Q. 
eiihty 

I , 

And duri ... Chet ,.n ... ; according to -lour df~_ ... uiClOaRl had Mde over • _rad .nd 
turn7 . . . I I 
It lookad lika Che)' had. It looked like c..., wra r..,."d", cour ... A. 

Q. And could you deocriba. in ., IllUCh detail ali ;c..dbl., >What JOU .ow of .. UlOIalU iD diagram 
three where you were look1na at what you thoulht va. the lCern'l 

A. Yeo, dr. I .... t_ turn on aU red lilht •• bil roomd lighto that tba)' line, and I r-.r 
.eelng the aircr.ft warni ... light., two very _U U.bt •• C Che very top of their _.t. 1 abo 
~_mber oeo1 ... the tlw •• red light. on the faatailju.t for a IIlnut.. aDd thaD tha,. turned ,ldewayo 
.nd couldn't be '.'D. 'ZIIa7"'" Ipt of red U'bt ...... the 101.nd that _ on •. ' 

Q. And could JOU actuaU,. .. e the bla",n 
A. You could ••• ehe .had"" of U. 

Q. Could JOU toll which dd. of the .hip it •• on inftlat1<m to JOU7.! 
A. It lookad like it.. thetr port dd •• 

i i 
Q. The bland was on the port dd. Df the .bi,? 
A. No, .lr. It lookad ake 1 wo. looldD8 at the,.ore dd. of thelr bland aDd the port .ide 

of their .hlp, but I know thet the bland _. 011 the .ca"_rd dde Df tlla .hip. 

Q. load ,1'1 ... Pell .pla to fiJUre ""., what actuall)' Df .. UlOIIINE did )'011 ••• ill taft. Df .hip'. 
fe.ture,? . 

A. Ju,t. blg .... d..... 1 cOIIlda't... t DOIlld julit tall it wo. tlla .... 

Q. And what ... 40 )'011 conclud. thet it _. on .pp1>OXt.otal)' tlla ._ COU1''' a. IVAIIS? 
A. 1 don't r.aUy know. I _ .. it wa, juat a ,.,._tion • 

• Q. Did JOU .. e aufflci."t datail 011 the obi, to "tamillO 1Ia .. cour .. ' 
A. No, but the,. .ta)'Od .boaC the _ diota.,.. aU the tbo. 0IIr dbtanc. hardl,. ever c ...... ed. 

Q. 1 beli.ve 1 a,. heve •• kad JOU thi. que.Uon, but if 00, would JOU mad ra,..Ung JOUr 
• ..-r? You .aid ._thiDS tD the .ffact that 1Il'. -..y or 1Il'. Bop.on .00d, "Wb7 did they COllIe 
thet way; why did they heve to turD that wa,.?" Do,.,.. "'- who the .poke_D wo .... f.rring to by 
the term, IIthey1" 

A. No, lir. -1 ju.t pro_d the HlUlCXlUI. Thet'. what 1 .. _ .. tto. •• )'i ... other thea 
they were concerned that everybod,. let off the .hip. Tho,. vara more or 1 ... )'OIling back to the 
.hlp for overy.",. to owl .. .... y .nd let off of it. 

Q. Could JOU tall which lide of the .tarn the thft. vertical li,bt. thet .... "" for • _nt 
wre1 

A. No,.Ir. 1 think it woo aIIld.hip. - aIIld tbolr .tara. 
Q. Going beek to fipr. throe - JOU indicatad • _ical che .... Df _our .. thera. COIIld 10 

heve been po.libie thet JOU w .. e •• olDg the _ Df .. IJIOIIIIII .t all tbo.? 
A. 1 don't believe ,0, .11'. I couldn't .. y deflctal". "'. but I don't bel1..- .0, becau •• 

I did ... tho •• liaht •• nd that'. _ I .... li .. d... ~t didn't down on .. until 1 .... them colling 
directly .t u. thet thet wo. thair _ - thet it ... an't their atarn. 

Q. !lid JOU ..... llJbt. ollll1a .. ~ thet pmnt ..... l)'7 
A. Well, I bed HOD it befon when va ... d pl ..... rd. for t_. It _ •• faw Dllhto before 

1 this. 

Q. And tbo .. lights ware Ii,",l ... to the ...... JOU ............. the atarn7 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. ADd thet'. why ,.,.. conclud.d thet JOU _re .:.. ... the atarn7 
A. Ye" .ir. 

Q. DDid JOU .. e the _ .action Df IV ... _7 I 
j,. Ye., IiI'. 

~---'-. 

Q. 
A • 

.nd 10 
• t the 

" "t·' ",' tC. 101'.' "-

Could JOU d •• cribe whet JOU _7 L· 
light .fta .. I l.ft the .hi" 1 _.t~"" )' a ........... -If •• t or 00, aDd I looked back 

•• _d to bell)' und ... a little aDd roll .-'t a.. __ . The ___ up .nd it rolled 
._ tbo. . • 

Q. ...1104 in whichdira_tiOll? 
A. It roll. to .ta .......... 

Q. III other -.-d., ..... be)'ODll tlla '0 doJna ... ~? I 

A. T •• , Mea __ I 1.ft the abi,. the ... t, oR tlla )' __ ft, I _.a it wo. tloa port )'Ordana, 
•• Itill .tiok1D8 .. _ ~ ra.t .f the ... t _a ....... _car ... va bed ,OIIO rlJbt "Ill' 90 d ....... 
iato tha ...... ' 

II." IaiIwoiIao\ "* iiiid' td,io"hlad _, the ,.un ~_T 
A. T... 0 

.. -ItO. 

-.-. 
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- --~;; ''U;i~*.j;.~~~,;;-::.-
•. ~. ;I'~ : ~ . , 

.c·~,'~ . ..,.~~~ ~-:"'!'. 

t'; ":.. , ... , - _ .. , CJ .• , Q. Did"", ____ "II butt. e_ .. '- ~ ___ -'_._ . - ________ _ 
A. Y •• , .ir. "11, 1 ...... n 01' 1 .... ;1 [lie 'lla tort aide .. it "lW, it iii ... of 

rolled and e_ .. ot a •• t the .- tfaa. I I' I , -. , 
Q. ADd did the "- put .., down flr.t 01' tha -._ ,.n o~ tha _T 
A. The aft.r ,ert ..... t down fir.t. , ' I. ! 

Q. And tid the "- _ '" iIlto t... alr' - . . .1 oJ' .1 
A. Ye., tiro 

Senlor _r: Did,.ou .. e the .000ar "-t 

Wltness: It ..... o lIil •• lr, I could .. 't • .,.. lut 1 _ it .... t ... "-, frca the _1. of it. 
I don't remember ... illl the .onar dcaa. It .... ahatp jpoiDted. , 

DAllIIlATICIIi BY ts lauD 

Questions by the HD10r -.her: , [ , 
Q. Slgnalman Irau., would 70U refer to eli.gr_ 'oM on Ixbtblt 65, a'" JUlt .tap _ t"'r. and 

polnt to the loc.tion. of the other .hip. ill tba fonoatiOil at thet tLmo relative to IVAS, and elo 
it alowly .., we ca .. record how you are pol .. ti",. Ydu ' .... ark tllft on t ... re witb t ... t. iniUal if 
you HbT ! 

A. "U, tba EDI. it .. -.I like thay ... ra ...n .. __ a lot, but t ... ,. ... re _tl,. to 
atarbuard and ... ,. oat ta ,""t, and thet la the onl,. _. 1 ....... tchi", at t ... t tfaa. I _ ...... 
t ... Cl&OPA'IIA. My wteh relief tolel 1M t ... CI:IOPADl IR • ...,. .... t t"'re behind the curl.r and OIl 
thelr pOl't ald.. the UU<ll appear.eI evar)' __ 1 .... IooIoila in tbt. ara. (wit ..... poillt. to poaltiOll 
on Exhlbit 65), but they .. _eI to be flo.ti". ... t ioa tha alele. I do r-'oor ... 1 ... the UU<ll 
her •• couple of time. clurl". t ... watch. the raa_ 1 .... taU the diff.r."". beew ... DU .nd the 
lAISCII 10 becau.a the au he. tba ASucr. That'. the -'.,. _,. I .... t.U ill the ._, 1 could 
Me the ASllOC laune"'r a. t ... UUCII eliel .. 't haft it., I -' • 

Q. ne ... be •• ateel. The ..,rti". of Z .r-, .... t tfaa diel )'OIl .. t '" that _ ... t 
A. Z .J_T 

Q. Ya., t ... _". !lafon t ... ooUlai ... ? , 
A. W.U, I bad the alel-wtch t ... t Illlbt, fraa allat."t _tll _ and 1 _t to .1Mp fraa 

.. ". .. to .1 ..... t ..... I bad t ... afta..- ... tab. 

Q. _..ut ttaaT 
A. _ 12 to 6. 'l'bn I at.pt fr_ .u _tll !IIlclllilbt qat .. and t .... __ OIl t ... alel-wtch 

for 3.r-. 

Q. 10)'Oll .. r •• tandl". _tcb and _tcbt 
It.. hrdoa, air .. 

Q. You _re .tandi". wtcb OIl and _tch off! 
A. Y •• , air. lu and .u, .u ... and .u off. 

Q. _ 1..,. ...". )'OIl be ... eloi". tbt. - __ .,..t 
A. va.leI it _ ...... __ ra a",,"'" ia _fl. 
Q. 10 _ ... ,. de,.. tocal bad it .... I:Ioat JeD _ .ta .... "" .u .. and .u off ..., _cab .. 

... _eeb off! i i 
A. 1 _ •• about ten cia,.., .ir. la, it _lei be • Uttla l_r thaa that. .. _ra 1 .. _1& 

f", flft - .t. cia,... 1 _ •• it _lei !Ia __ 13 ..,... 

Q. __ h 01_ .1. )'OIl he". fraa Jut ~ ~',.. _ ...... tha 81alot _ ..., calkl .. a"",*' 
A. About flft _.. : 

~ ~ 
_or _: T ... Man .... 110 fwthar _.tlana_ ,..., htcr Clffl ... _. 

o.uual for t ... _: ,,-__ , ,;.. ...,' .b~~ ..... ..., faa hc .to_ .-.. 
_,.ebt". relatad to tha ..... J ... t attar .f tha ",".ti"U" that JeD CIll_ ..... 1C !Ia a attar of 
record i .. c_U .. therewitb whicb baa IIOt .... full, _ ... bt ooat.1I1 , ... JIhYl'" ... Cl.... Do 
)'OIl ...". ...,.ebt .. to ... at till. Clao! ' " 

. " i -_--1--'-. __ !.:... _______ . ___ . __ 
.c .... ' < If \" .. :,.), • .' ..• ", , 

ftIa wica. ...... _I,. wrnM _rat .. iii .... ~ aM witWnor Ina .... __ . 

01· 
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I. 
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• Counsel for the board: Counsel offer this exhibit into evidence. We ask that it be admitted 
as Exhibit •• 6:;-

Senior member: I presume that you will wish to photograph it at a later time. 

Counsel for the board: We would llke to substitute a photograph in the permanent record. 

~aman Robert S. Petty, U. S. J~aVYJ was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was 
S\o/O' n ~ and examined as follows: 

Counsel for the board: Seaman Petty, you have been called as a witness tor the boarll of 
Inv~Etjgation which is Inquirin~ into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS 
MELBOURNE and USB FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may 
assist the board in its investigation. Under United States law, no witness m~ be compelJe'l to 
anf\,'er any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to 
answer any such questions. Do you understand what I have said? 

SN Petty: Yes, sir •• 

EXAMINAXION BY COUNSEL P'OR TIlE IlOARD 

Questions by counse1 for the board: 

Q. Would you state your full name, grade o.nd organization? 
A. Robert S. Petty, Seaman, USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. How long have you been in the Navy"/ 
A. live been in over a year, sir. 

Q. How long have you been assigned to USB FRANK·E. EV~NS? 
A. A bout nine months. 

Q. What are your duties on board? 
A. I work on deck, sir. 

Q. What division io that? 
A. "That 1s First Division, sir. 

Q. Wha't type of watches do you stand on board? 
A. Lately, I have been standing Boatswain's Mate of the Watch, sir. 

Q. Were you assigned a watch as Boatswain I s Mate of the Watch during the early morning 
of 3 June 1969'1 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What watch did you have? 
A. I had the 12 to 4, oir. 

Q. What is that job of Boatswain's Mate of the Watch? 
A. I am in charge of all the enlisted men on the bridge and men attached to the bridge, sir. 

Q. And that includes what personnel? 
A. Lookouts and after-steering, sir. 

Q. How about the Quartermaster of the Watch? 
A. Yes, that is in the pilot house. 

Q. Is it your reapon81b1llty to aee that the watches are on deck and relieved on time? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To wham do you report? 
A. I report to the Officer of the Deck, sir. 

Q. During the mid-watch, who ..... that? 
A. Mr. Ramsey. sir. 

Q. Where were you at about 0300 on the morning of 3 June? 
A. I was inside the pilot bouae, lir. 

Q. And do you recall. who else vaa inside the pilot house at that time? 
A. Yes, air'. There was Melendrez that was at 1ee helmj Garcia was at the helm; Lyons was 

Messenger of the Watch; and Vigue waS the Quartermaster of the Watch. 

Q. Where were the Officer of the Deck and the Junior Officer of the Deck? 
A. They were on the open bridge, .ir. 

Q. Do you recall an evolution by the EVANS at about that time? A change in disposition 
or formation? 

A. Right tben, no, .ir. 

Q. Do you reca.l.l the collision which occurred between MELBOURNE ana EVANS? 
A. Yes, lir. 
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Q. What were you doing immediately prior to that time? 
A. I was standing by the lee helm, sir. 

Q. What do you recall being the first time you noticed MELBOURNE? 
A. When we had started changing course. The order" ''Right full," was given and I glanced up 

and 1 saw the IELBOURNE then. 

Q. Do you recall wbat course yOu had. been on prior to that time? 
A., No, air, I don't. 

Q. Do you recall the course and speed of EVANS at any time during your watch? 
A. The fonution speed was 18 knots, but as far as course, I aontt know, sir. 

Q. At the time, was the first rudder you heard, "Right ful1 rudder"? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say you saw MELBOURNE at that time. What was the approximate relative bearing and 
range of MELBOURNE at that time? . 

A. She was at about 355 and the range I coul.dn't tell you, sir. 

Q.. Was she close or a long way away? 
A. She was fairly close, sir. 

Q. Did you hear any engine orders at any time? 
A. Yes, sir. Right after I saw the MELBOURNE, the engine order, "AlJ. back full, tI was given. 

Q. Who gave the order, ''Right tull rudder"? 
A. Mr. Hopson did, sir. 

Q.. Who gave the order to, "Back engines full"? 
A. I'm not sure, sir. 

Q. Do you recall anything else that occurred on the bridge at about that time? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recal.l any statements by either Mr. Ramsey or Mr. Hopson? 
A. Well, right after the order, "All back full" was given I heard - it was either Mr. Ramsey 

or Mr. Hopson ,- say, "She's going to hit us". 

Q. Did you observe the MELBOURNE from that point? 
A. No, sir,. I didn't. I was still standing lIlY he helm in case any other orders were given. 

Q. Did you observe the MELBOURNE BIIY time other than the one time you saw her at relative 
bearing 355? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recal1 the collision itself? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you delcrf~ what you saw and heard? 
A. I didn't see noth,ng, as far as the collision. 

Q. What did you experience? 
A. I remember being thrown, •••• it seemed to me like the starboard side, and some flying metal 

or lomething hit me in the back. That's about al1 I remember at about the time of the collision. 

Q. What 1s your next recollection after that point? 
A. I was in the water. 

Q. Who elae could you recognize in the water with you? 
A. No ODe. 

Q. What did you do then? 
A. I climbed back on board the ship, lir. 

Q. A:rter you had climbed back on board, could you describe your actions, please? 
A. Well, after I had climbed back on board, I didn't know where I was at and I opened a hatch. 

I don't know why I opened the hatch or anything elle, but I opened it. There wu several men coming 
out through that hatch that I opened. 

Q. Did you recognize BIIY of the men that CCDe out of the hatch? 
A. One of them that I know, .. I law him come out, - was Codemo. 

Q. What i. his rating and division? 
A. He i. a Sesman, and he is in 01 Division, CIC. 

Q. Do you recall which 
A. No, lir. I don't. 

to the crew's ~ss. 

hatch it was that you opened? 
I wu tol.d that it was the hatch leading down to the .team line going 
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Q. Would that be the main deck hatch on the POrt side? A. Yes, air • 

Q. And do you recall anything else between that time and the sinking of the bow? A. No, air. 

~. Do you recall how you cot ofT the second. time? A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you recall seeing the bow sink? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Would you describe that for the board, please? 
A. 1 WRS on a fender then. I turned around and looked at it and I saw it sinking, so I turned around an1 started swimming again. 

that 

Q. Was anyone else on the fender with you? 
A. Yes, sir. I don't know who all they 'Were, 
I know On the fender with me. 

but there were about seven or eight men there 

Q. Could you 
A. No, sir. 

swimming agstn. 

tell What part of the bow sank first? 
I couldn't. I just saw it going down. Like I said, I turned around and started 

Q. How tax away were you? 
A. I couldn't tell you that either, sir. 

-Q. Did you observe the -conduct of other personnel in the water? A. Not rea.1.1y, sir. 

Q. Did you observe the orders of the Officer of tbe ~ck being carried out at ~he wheel and the engine orders? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were they cRrried out promptly? 
A. Yes, sir. They were. Whenever the MELBOURNE hit, we were in full swing to the right and, "All back full," was given by me because the man on the 1.ee helJn, he was new and he kind of' hesitated before he ~ave an order. So when I heard, "All back f'ull," I just threw the post back to, "All back full" • 

Q. When'the rudder was ordered right fuJ..1, was it promptly executed by the helmsman? A. Yes, sir. Like I said we was in full swing to starboard whenever she hit. 

Q. Can you estimate how many people came through the hatch that you held open? A. I didn't know at the time. I was told later that there was about twenty people came through the hatch. 

Q. Did you hear any sort of a collision alarm from either ship prior to the collision? A. No, sir. 
Q. Old you hear any Vhfltle lignall from either Ihip1 
A. No, air. 

Q. Do you recall any order other than the, ''Right f~," between 0300 and the time of the collision? 
A. No, sir. There was no other between the "Right full" rudder untiJl. the collision. There was no other rudder order given. 

Q. Prior to the time "Right full" rudder was given, had you heard any left rudder order g1 ven at any time? 
A. Before that we were changing courses frequently, and I wasn't paying too much attention to it really, because there was a qualified helmsman on the helm. I was watching the lee helm and same of the other guys most of the time, because they 'Were mostly new guys. They had been on 1 t before, but I was making sure that they got it right, if anything was given. 

Q. At the time that you saw MELBOURNE, could you tell whether or not she was on a steady course or turning~ 
A. No, sir. I couldn't. Like I said, I just glanced, and ~ didn't know if she was headed toward 8 or away from us. 

Q. What part of MELBOUUtE could you Bee, do you recall.? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. And you then did not see MELBOURNE again after that time, is that right? A. I did see her just before ahe hit. She looked like she was turning left, air. 
Q. And what part of her did you Bee Just before ahe hit? A. It was either the side or the front of her - I'm not sure. 
Q. Which side could you tell? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. PrIor to the collision did you hear any order to turn on EVANS I navigational lights? A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you recall whether anyone turned them on at alJ.? A. I donlt know if the navigation lights were on or if we were at lighting measure green. I don It know Which one we was at. When I come on watch we was at lighting measure green, I think. I'm not Rure, but ••• l don't know if anybody turned on any lights or turned off any lights. I'm not surE' what 11gp.ts we were at at the time. 

Q. You don't know the state of the lights at ~ time you were on watch, is that correct? A. No, sir. 

Counsel for the boar~: No further questions from counsel. 

&'nior member: The board has no further questions for Seaman Petty. 

Counsel for the board: Seamar. Petty J you are advised that at this time you are privileged to ~lke any further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you think shou1d be a matter oj' record Which has not fully been brought out by the questions we navf' asked you. Do you have anything to add? 

SN Pett~: No, sir. 

Th~ witness was duly warned concerning his te8timo~ and withdrew fram the board room. 
Counsel for the board? We have two more witne8ses we would like to call this afternoon. We hope that the~ both will be short. 

Senior member: Proceed. 

Seaman Apprentice Terry R. Vejr, U. S. Navy, was cal1ed as a witness by cOUDsel for the board, was sworn, and examined as follows: 

Counsel for the board: Seaman Apprentice Vejr, JOu have been called as a witne,s for this board of investigation which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS HELBCURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence Which may assist the board in its investigation. You are advised that under United States law, no Witness may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to answer any such questions. Do you understand what I have said? 

SA Vejr: Yes, sir. 

• EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Would yQU state your fu.ll name? 
A. Terry Robert Vejr. 

Q. And your rating? 
A. Seaman Apprentice. 

Q. To what ship are you assigned? 
A. USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. To what ship WEre you assigned on the early IIIOrning of 3 June 1969? A. USS reANK E. EVANS. 

Q. How long have you been in the Navy? 
A. Eleven months. 

Q. How long have you been assigned to the !RANK E. EVANS? A. About eight months. 

Q. What division are you assigned to? 
A. First division. 

Q. What types of watches do you stand on board? A. In port, quarterdeck watches and at sea, all the underway"watches. 

Q. On the early morning of 3 June were you assigned a watch? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What watch was that? 
A. After steering. 

Q. What time did you take station in after steering? 
A. Quarter to twelve. 

Q. Was there anyone else on watch with you in after steering or in the vicinity? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was that? 
A. Robertson, *3. 
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