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Q. What .... hi • .lob? 
A. '1'o.tand by tor electrlcal dlt'ficulti88 • 

Q. What wu J'OUl" .lob in after steerlng' 
A. If there .hould be a steerlng cuualty on board I took control in the after lteering room. -

Q. Do)'Ou recall a collislon Which occurred at about 3:15 or 80 on tbe lOOming ot 3 June' A. reB, .ir. 

Q. Had)'Ou had any notlce of' that co11181on in after lteerlng prlor to it. occurrence? A. lio. sir. • . 

Q. What was the first notice that )'Ou had that 'CllDeth1ng unusual had occurred' A. I was thrown to Itarboard and I heard tbe ltearing casualty alarm. 

Q. !Iad)'Ou heard a lte.ring casualty alarm prlor to that 1Japact? A. Yes, 8ir. 

Q. Would)'Ou state When )'Ou had heard the .teering cuualty alarm in relation to tbe t1llle of belng thrown to .t&rboard? 
A. About 1:00 o'clock in the IIOrDing. Practlce, a drl11, at around 0100. 
Q. And referring to the t1me 1medlately lurrounding the co111don had )'Ou heard the Iteering cuualty alarm ring prlor to the t1me of the co11101on' A. Bo, lir. 

. , Q. And what dld )'Ou do then after )'Ou were thrown to ODe lide' A. A •• 00n u po.B1ble I got up and engaged the necessary gear, turned ott the cablel. &lid I had control .. far u having It engaged, but there .... DO power. 

Q. Do you recall what the rudder poo1tion .... ~n )'Oi( attempted to gain conirolt , A. Bot exactly. but I know that there vas rlgbt rudder on. The needle vas .Winging quite a ·blt. It never was .teady, so I couldn't tell you e:ractly. 

Q. What wa. )'Our next action when )'Ou found out )'Ou had DO power? A. Bobertson, *3, came in •••• 

Q. - Where had he beeD? 
A. Jus" outside the door. the hatch. and I called the brldge on the 1JV and trled to tell them I had no power and there was nobody on the line. So Robertlon ""nt topslde througb the .cuttle and come back down. lie had gone to tbe Ram Rocm to check. lie aeen the carrler beside us and thought that"" migbt have posslblj' been Icraped. and sO he ""nt back to check the Rom ROClOIS and there -was oothing wrong. I kept trying to call the brldge and could get DO DIle. 

Q. Dld)'Ou subsequently take any actlon to positlon the rudder in any dlfferent positlon? A. Yea, air. Just after Robertson had gone back up the lecond time, he caJ.led d.own to"-.e that tbere vu a man overboard. So by the rudder indlcator I put the rudder omid.hipl. 
Q. How dld )'Ou "''Ie the rudder omid.hipat 
A. IIy the Wheel • 

Q. Was It a aanual operation' 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. lIhat dld )'Ou do after that? 
A. I .lust kept trying to call the brldge and try to t1nd ICllDeb0d7 to t1nd out What I aboul.d dO llext. but like I laid. I couldn't get &D)'One. 

Q. Did)'Ou -ever receive an order to leave JOUr 8tation tram a.nyaoeT A. Yea. lir. I dld. Pruden. 1111. lie WILl down in the after berthing Caapar1aeDt &lid he -doom and told _ to oecure the phonel &lid get topaide. 

Q. WhAt did l"u do theD' 
A. I dld exactly that, .ecured tbe phonel and ""nt top.ide. 

Q. WhAt dld l"u t1nd when you arrlved top.lde? A. There vu about twnty to twnty-tive _n on the ~ta11 &lid there WILl a couple of1n.jured _n. They had one -.n lying down. 

Q. Who ...... d to be in charge' 
A. Lieutenant DuD_. 
Q. Were things in aeem1ngly good order OD the fantail' 
A. Yes. lir. 

Q. And _uld JOU de.erlbe how )'Ou left IYAIIB' the I A. There wu a line of ... n frCIII our ~tail to the helo deck. the 03 le .... l. &lid 1'rCIII re cl1lllbed a cargo net to the tl1gbt deck of the a1rcrafi aarrier. 
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o 0 Q. Did 70u obaerve o.nything on the tantail that _ tb1nk the board abollld _.about in regard to the operationa in progres. there? 
A. 10, air. 

t Q. Ve,jr, 10 it the praetice on board EVAIIS to DOtit7 &tter ateertn& u to the c __ .. being ateered? 
. 

A; Yes, sir. It they are baving a drill the cuuolty line will ring and the lJV talker will .give lie a course or ateer by indicator with the helm....., on the bridge doing the lIIOlIuol work. 
Q. Was it the practice, however, to ~ep &tter ateering 1nt_d by telephone .. to the eourae the ship vas on when there was ~ steering cuualtYl 
A. No, sir. '" 

Q. So then 70U do not know the courae the ahip .... on at the t1Jlle the co111l1on occurred? A. 10, air. 

Q. Do you have a gyro-repeater in arter .teering? .A. Yes, air .. 

Q. Did 70U bave a chance to look at it at tbat t1Jlle? A. No, air. 

Counsel for tbe board: Counsel haa no t'urther questiona, air. 

EXAMINATIDII BY TIll!: BOARD 

Questions by the senior _ber: 
- ':-. 

. Q. Vo,jr, What .... the rudder angle .t the t1Jlle 70u c_need _nt to II1dahip8 by .... uol ettort? 
.. . .. . A. I would aay it was about 10 degree. right rudder. Like I a&1d, the indic.tor ..... o1ovl,y IIOving back and torth. It never did steady up. At ·tbat t1Jlle a man topside told lie there .... . .... overboard ao then I bad turned by indicator. I put rudder amidsbipi and it 3ust kept wa>1a&. I bad no power, it did nothing. 

Q. Whet indicator did 70u U8e to determine when it .... mid.hips &tter 70u started 8>V1Dg it? A. The rudder angle indicator. .. 
Q. 18 tbat a mechanical device? 
A. Yes, air. There is two needles on it. One that Vben 70u IIOYe it lIIIDuoll,y ltvUl tell· 70U trom 0 or whichever it varies. There 18 a rudder indic.tor that vUl c .... and cback lt It 70ur rudder move ... 

Q. Is' there a mecbanical device that i8 directly geared to the rudder .va1le.ble to70u in . &tter ateering to show you tbe· actual position ot the rudder? A. 11m stirry, I don't know what you JDe~. 

Q. Well, ..... rudder angle indicators would be electrical and driven by electrical apulaea and SOllIe might be mechanically driven ott: tbe rudder it.eU. The rudder was wry oloae to Vbere ,our position was in after steering. 
A. I wasn't aware that there is. 

Q. Where was Robertson wilen you were pushed to atarboerd? A. lie " .. n't actuoll,y in the after ateering ccmpartment. He was right out.ide the batcb in 3rd Division c __ nt. 

Q. Well, then be was ,just torward of the &tter ateering ocmpartment? A. Yes, .ir. 
Q. lIave 70u ewr previously IIIDV8d the rudder lIIIDuolJ,y? 
A. Yel, .ir. 
Q. Have _ ateered by tbat method' 
A. ·Yea, .ir. 
Q. Bow _ turns ot the orank does it take to IIIDV8 the rudder 10 degree., rougbly'f A. I take it back. I baven't taken over by the crank. I haven't man~. When we have the &tter ateering alanl back art the only thing I use 1a the, ....... there i. _r, _r driwn b¥ the wIleel. I have never taken it over manuoll,y wilen there 10 no pover at all. . . 
Q. WU tbat the cue wilen you were IIOv1ng the rudder trao 10 degreea right rudder to lI1dahips' , A. Wa, .1r~ 

Q. So there .... pover' 4. There was DO pover. but I didn't have the orank. I bad the wIleel itaeU 'Ih1ob '1a driftn bT_r • 

Q. So 70u bad a pover ... lat wilen 70u were putting the rudder amid.hips, i. that correctT A. Yel, .ir. 
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Q. Were tbere l.1ght. on at that timet 
A. At fir.t there .... no light., tor about ten od.Dute. there .... no l.1ghta, except .. tor battle lanterns. Atter about ten mnute. the lights c.- on just tor about 3 to 5 IIIOre mnutes, and they were on until Pruden told me to aecure. . 
Q. I want to make sure that the board clearl¥ understand. that the onl¥ movement. to the rudder that you acoaapl1.hed atter the collision were done nth a power .. sisted device. that it .... n't 1Dur ovn muscular effort. that was moving the rudder, 1. that correct? A. Yel, air. 

Q.Now you mentioned an indicator indicating rudder angle vb1ch .... otIc1llating and .... it about ten degrees right, va. that an electrical indicator! A. Yes, .ir. 
Q. It bad a gla •• covered dial, did itt A. Yea, .ir. 

Senior member' The board haa no f'urtber quest1olt1 tor Seaman Apprentice Vejr. 
Counsel tor tbe board: At this time you are intormod that 7Du are pri v1leged to _ any turther .taiiement covering anything relaUd to the subject matter of tbe inve.tigation that 7DU think should be a matter of record which baa not tully been brought out by the qua.tion .... have ""ked you. Do you have anything to add? 

SA Ve3r: .0, dr. 

.. tbe witne ...... dul¥ warned concerning hi. tist~ and withdrew f'IuI tbe board roCIII. 
- ~..:.: - - -

JII3 MichaelW. Robert.on, U. S. Ravy, .... called as a witn.ss by coUltlOl tor the board ..... IIVOrn, and vas exlDD1ned &II f'ol.l.owa: 
. ;. 

Coun.el for the board' rou have been called .s a witae .. for this board of in""st1gation ""1ch i_ inquiring into the circumstances surrounding tbe coll1s1on of HMAS IELl!O!.IUIJ!: and USB mNK E. EVANS, because it i. understOOd that you have evidence vb1ch may a .. lot the board in it • . investigation. You are advised that under United States law, nO witnes. may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and 7DU may refuse to &nllver·any such questi91t1. Do you understand' 

JII3 RObert,pn' Yes, sir. 

Questions by ~ounsel for the board: 

Q. ... Would you state your full name, grade and tbe orgallization to which you are .. signed? Robertson, Michael W., B82 73 91, JII3, lIBS mARX E. EVAlIll • 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
I.. 

Bow long have you been in tbe U. S. Ilavyt 
Two year. and five IDODtha. 

Bow long have you been .. signed to mNK E. EVAlIll? 
A l'\!&r and nine IIOntha. 

~. To what divio1on 1II!re you "signed? 
4. "II" Div1aion. 

Q. ·What ... re 7DUr duties in that c1iv1atont , A. r1>elong to "A" Dang. Work nth air conditioner., retrigeration, .,.tl¥ all aux~ equipment. 

Q. What type. of watches did you .tand on board !VAlIS? . A. Last year I .tood watches in tbe ""le., everything trao throttles. evoporatQ!o lower le""l, · ••• enger. Tbis year ... stOOd atter .teering ... tches. 

Q. Were you .. signed to a watch on the earl¥ .".n1ng of 3 J_t 
~. I'el, air. 

Q. What _tcht 
'1.. Atter steering. 

Q. What ... re your duties in atter steeringf 
-A. Dut1el were in case 10000tMng broke doWn, there tar .untenanee. 
Q. Did 7DU have the 30b of steering in tbe cue of an _rsencyt A. .0, au. 
Q. Who bad that job? 
4. V.~r. Se""""'. 
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Q. What .... tile bDur at vb1cb )'OU .... ,..d tile watcb' 
A. 11.45, lir. Tbat 1IOUl.d 2345. 

I>e. 
Q. On the 2IId ot June' 
A. lea J air. 

Q. And inviting your attention to about 0300 or lbortl¥ thereatter, did rau, do 70U recall 
tbe collhion micb occurredT 

A.. Yea, air • 

Q. What .... 70ur fir.t notice that there bad been a coll1don? 
A. The firot thing that I heard W&I that tile r .... made a Dohe 11ke tbey uauall;r do on a .horp 

turn. 

Q. 1'he rllll1l? 
A. Vibrated. 

Q. The .teering gear roms - i. that what 70u are taJ.k1ng about? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Did 70u llear that prior to the t1lDe ot the coll1a1onT 
A. Yel, lir. Then the next thing I !mew I .... on IV bac". I tbought tile ab1p wu goiag OYer. 

Q. You say the r .... lllade .. noi.e 11ke they do iD a lharp turnT A. Ye., lir, at higb _d..' 
~ Q. What bas your experience been &I to the ..,unt ot rudder or lpeed vb1ch create. that:type 

or noileT 
A. Well, I have been back there quite a tew t1lDe1 when it basade a lharp turn at blSh_d., ~ 

., I know bow 1 t Bound,. . 

Q. And what 10 the rudder angle when )'OU observed 'it undar tbo.e cireUIIStance."· ~ 
A. About 20, 25 degrees somewhere in there, where. 1t 10 gettiag cloae to 30. • 

Q. Arid tollowing being thrown on 70ur back, what did 70u do nextT 
A. The next tbing I did, I went through tbe atter steeriDg hatch and went .traiSht up to tbe 

_in deck to .ee what waa happening. . 

Q. Did' 70u go iDto atter .teering? 
A •. Yea, -Jr-
Q. What did 70u lee tbere? 
A. I noticed that botb IDOtor. wer-e dead and looked at the witcbboard and b.d DO Power to 

the switchboard.· All. three lights, the emergency power vas gone. 

Q. Did 70u tben go back into tbe Ram Roan to cbeck? 
A. Ye., lir, I checked the Ram Room for tlooding. 

Q. What did 70u find back thereT 
A. It .... n't tlooded, ,just .. 11ttle bit ot oU 00 deck vb1ch probabl¥ come traD the drip pans. 

Q. Could 70u observe tile position tbe rudder .... inT 
.\,.- .0, dr. 

~. II 1t pos.ible to do 10 traD the pol1t10n ot the ...... T 
A. Yea, sir, but 1t .... dark back there, I couldn't .. e anything. 

II; You didn't have a lantern or anytb1ngT 
A. .0, sir, not untU tile .ecoDd t1lDe I .... nt bact. 

II. When wu that! 
A. IIa,ybe five-tan _nutes later. 

, 

QuostioDl ~ the 'enior .ember. 

Q. rhen how did you determine tllere wu oU on deck' 
A. i'bere _l!Jol,.eattle lanterna rigbt next to .mere 70u go thrqugh tile hatcb, and it wu lb1n1ag 

toward. there .~o determine mere tbe r .... were turned )'OU would have to look in the tar corners 
and there .... no ligbt OYer that way. 
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ElWIINA1'ION BY COOIiBEL l'Cl! mE BOARD 

Questl""" by counHl tor the ~d: 

Q. ' Well, returning to the rir.t time 7Du went lnto the arter .teer1n& roca, _t acti"" dld )"OU take? 
A •. Fir.t, I atorted knocld.ng on the doora to lee it I could pt a 10Ullding. Then I opened up one o1de at the hatch and no vater c.- ouj; 10 I went ahead and opened up the other lide. I ·looked lne1de to He it I could lee any ~ng or buoted VDS Unes tor oil, and I couldn't see .. lt. val pretty dark. But I noticed a 11ttle blt "" the deck where the one battle lantern .... on. Then I just wnt ahead and dogged it and I c_ ..,k. 

Q. Io that when 7DU wnt topside? 
A. I went topside again. 

Q. How long did 7Du Ita)' topa1deT 
A. ~be about flve III1.nutel. 

Q. Where .... Ve.1r durlng this time? 
A. He.... Itl11 there on the phone. in arter oteer1n& • 

'Q. What action dld 7Du take arter SOing toplid.? ,. A. Well, when I wnt topo1de I otl11 st~d inalde the acuttle that .... up there. -b0d7 had put out the word ....." overboard," 00 I called down to Vejr and I .. ked h1a to call the brldge and have ehe word pa ... d ....." overboard". Be .aid he couldn't .. t any contact with the br1dp.cc,,' 80 then I.o1d to this third class Pr, "00 up to the brid .. and have them'puathe WOrd ....... , .. --ovu~d'" • Be c.- back and he .aid there .... no brid...· . .-
Q. WhMt dld )"OU do then? 
A. I dldn' t knaw What to a~, .0 I went back dow,i the ..,lIttle and cot .. , I be~eve it .... a ,battle lantern, opened up the hatch so1n& down to arter ateer1n&. I took his .. ale!! be .. lantel'11, went back to the rom I'OCIII and checked tor any busted lines tor the VDS. !here .... noDe, 10 I let -Zebra on. !hen gave h1a his lantern ..,k, went up tha hatch and wnt out arter lteer1n&. 
Q. Dld 7Du take any turther actions with respect to the lteer1n& par arter that time? A. N~gat1ve. 

Q. At tile time or the coWolon were )"OU wear1n& phoned A. 50, lire . 
Q. Do 7DU recall whether or not •••• 1 withdraw that. Follaw1ng so1n& to the .un deck o.gain, were 7Du placed on any lort ot detai17 
A. Well, when we have man overboard, or colll.1on I uauall.y have a aecUl"iDg detail. to ~UBt SO out and secure scuttles, hatches, anything. . 

. Q. And dld 7DU do that on thia occ .. ion? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. What part at the lhip did )"OU ..,..1< OIl? 
A. Well, I ""nt and lecured the .hart allep, aee1n& there ".. no torward part, .. ctlon ot , . tlle .hip. 

Q. Do 70U recall at any time whether any _1' come ..,k on in the arter part ot the ahip? , A. I beUeve when I .... Itand1n& up in the acuttle itoelt, when I called down to h1a to call the bridp and tell them 11&11 overboard, I believe the overhead lightl did c_ on and were on tor a littla lIh1la. 
' 

Q. Do 7Du know lt any actlon .... taken with reopect to the ateer1n& par dur1n& thil period? .. 110 action .... taken .. to It. 

Q. !o)"OUr knowledp was any actlon taken with reopect to the lteering par. to _ the rudder at any time arter the co11101on7 
A. All I know 10 that Vejl' had Id.cked ott the cablel and put it on ott the vo,y lie doe. when they 10 •• control in the bridge and he e_d the trick _1. But he couldD't turn it ar~ng. 
Q. II it po .. lble to turn lt by that _ana it there 10 110 _r? A. It 1. poso1ble to turn lt by hand crank, but that .... n·t _t up. Ittakel about two or three people to do that. lie couldD't ateer lt or nothing. 

Q. Do 7Du recall that he1n& done at any time lletore )"OU lett the lhip? A. It ...... n't done as tar .. I bow, .ir. . 
Q. _ did 7Du e ..... nt~ lao.". the lhip? 
.A. I ""nt up to the I!lCII deck, cl1llbed up a rope ladder OIIto the carrlor. 

Q. Approximately how long arter the co11101on was that? A. JI&lbe about thirt)' llinutel. . 

Q. Did 7DU have a chance to obllrve the perto,....,. or d1lt7 and IUuat10D .. to tollDW1n& of order. on the tantail lIh1la 70u ""re there? 
A. 10, lir. I .... ~uat about _t I tJIou&IIt I ... ~ to lie do1ns. 
Counoel tor the _: Counoel hu DO turther _"t1C>Do or thia lilt ..... 
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Senior ..... ber: the board has no further questions. 

COlUl8el tor the board: Machinist Mate Robert.on, at thll time you are advised that you are privileged to .. ke any further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you thiDk should be & matter of record in connection therewith which was not tully drawn out by que.tiona we have asked you. Do you have anything to add? 

r.t!3 Robertson: 50, air. 

The witness was duly warned concerning hi. teat:1mony and withdrew from the board room.. 
Counsel tor the board: We would rec",-nd that the board adjourn until 0630 tomorrow morning. 
Counse2 for the board (CDR Glass): There 11 one matter perhaps we can attend to now, sir. In accordance with the board's request, a copy Qf.....MELBOURNE'a 8tandlng~ orders have been obtained and we would like to tender that part ~lt Which relates to the circumstances in which the Captain takes over the conn from the Officer of' the Watch. May we therefor tender that part of the standing night orders, namely 27c Which relate to thlt question. as Exhibit 66? 
Senior member: Yes, it will be received. '!'be board may wish to examine theae or other items of relevance to our proceedings. 

Senior member: We will adjourn until the usual time tozDorrow. 

The board adjourned at 1740 hours, 23 June 1969. 

, 
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FCllItTEENTH DAY 

The bOlrd reconvened in executive I ••• ion at 0830 hour •• 24 June 1969. 

During Chi' 1.1.10n the board reviewed and approved the prior day's tran.cript and planned 
future proceedings of the board. At the conclullon thereof. the board reconvened in open 1.,.10n 
at 0947. hours, 24 June 1969. 

4F All persona connected with the board, who were pre.ent when the board adjourned. were aglin 
, prelent. 

\ Senior Member: The hearing 1. open. 

Counsel for the board: This i. an open hearing. Anyone who may be called al • witne.' .hould 
withdraw from the room. Sir, before calling the firat w1tne ••• counae! hal two document. which 
the board has previously •• ked me to obtain which have been properly authenticated. The firlt, 
which 1s ~rked Exhibit 67 for identification, 18 • copy of two me •• ages .ent prior to the 
Exerctse Sea Spirit. referred to by LeDa Arundel 1n hi. teatfmony. and it 1. tendered at this 
time for admiasion into evidence aa Exhibit 67. 

Senior Member: That .. y be received. 

Coun.el for the boaid: The aecond is an authenticated copy of tactical curve. for de.troyerl 
DD-692 clo.8 from do to obtoined on USS MQALE (DD-693) opecificolly applicable to DD-744 through 
762. In view of it. opplicobility to USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-7S4), this document 1. tendered e. 
Exhibit 68. 

Senior Member: The.e exhibits 67 and 68 are received tnto evidence. 

Counael for the board: Thank you, .ir. 

FN Terry L. Baughman, U. S. Navy. WI. call.d .a • vitnea. by counael for the board, va. duly 
aworn, and testified aa followa: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCll TIlE BOIJUl 

queationa by counael for the board: 

Q. PH Baughman, you have been called aa a witneas for this board of investigation which i. 
inquiring into the circum.tancea surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EV~, 
because it 1a understood that you have evidence which .. y aaaiat the board it ita inveatigBtion. 
You are advised that under United States law no witne •• may be compelled to anawer any question 
the answer to which may tend to incriminat. him and you .. y refu.e to anawer any auch question. 
Do you understand? 

A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Would you atate your full name, your rate, and your preaent duty a •• ignment? 
A. Terry L. laughman. PH. 

Q. To what ship are you aSligned? 
A. USS FRANK E. EVANS, 8ir. 

Q. And were you '0 a •• tgned on 3 3une 1969? 
A. Ye ••• ir. 

Q. And how long hove you been in the Navy? 
A. Two year. and eight aonths, .ir. 

Q. And how long hove you been o .. l!"ed to USS FRARIt E. EVANS? 
A. Since the 17th of 3une, 67. 

Q. And to what div1.ion are you aaligned? 
A. '~' divi.ion, .ir. 

Q. And what are your princtpal dutt •• in that diviaion? 
A. I work down in Main Control, air. 

Q. And on the .arly morning of 3 June 1969, were you a.atlned any watch? 
A. Yea. air. I had the evaporator watch up forward in the Forward Enline loom, MAin Control. 

Q. Inviting your attention to the eventa i..-diatel, prior to the colliaton, where were you 
located? 

A. Standing in front of the electrical board. It'a directly aero. a from the ."paratora, air. 

Q. And who were the other peraonnel in the forward engine roOll at that ti_ with you? 
A. There v •• Petera, Lockwood, Peacock, Mulitach and Chief Macayan. 

Q. What v.a the ftr.t event that you recill that indicated that ao.ethina unuaual w •• 
occurring? 

A. Ever linee 1 have be.n up ther •••• lt just .tanda to r ••• on. It's not every day that you 
go on full bell ond get 0 full back. 
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Q. Then. did you reeeive at any time a backing bell? 
A. Ye ••• ir. ~hen I wa. atanding In front of the electrical board, I realized that lome thing was wrong beclule we hive an alarm .ystem - well, it' •• red light. It come. on and there i. a bell that start. ringing. It indicate. that the revolutions - that your indicator - In other word., that you hIve your forward throttle open and you have a full ••• Well, if you have lone­third back or anything that I, not it •...... 

Q. Maybe I could I.k you .pecific questiona which would help, Perhapi you can relax. I realize it 18 hard under the •• circumstance.. Do you recall prior to receipt of • back bell whit the number of revolution. and indication of speed w •• ? 
A. Well, we were approximately doing ••• We were It I full bell Ind full 20 knot. - 184 RPM. 
Q. And did you receive I blck bell? 
A. Yes, we did, .ir. 

Q. And what was the back bell you received? 
A. Full bock . 

Q. HId there been an intervening .top bell in between them? A. No, sir. It WI. more or Ie •• emergency back full. But for emergency back full, you are lupposed to ring it back full and bring it to stop and then bring it back again • 

Q. What was done in this case? Could you observe from where you were standing? A. Yes, sir. It w.s just. full back. It was just something that you don't believe -becausp they have done it before, but they haven't done it like thi.. But they have had some new boots up there and it ,eems like ••• I've atoad throttles down there and they would tell~, they would .ay to bear with them. So we would be going like two-third., .11 of a Budden they would ring up • full or flank bell and you would start opening up on the throttle and you are calling them while you Ire opening the throttle, because .ometime8 you can have a flank bell on one so the ship will turn real sharp and fast. And le"1 would call them,up and I WCituld ask them and they would Ray, nOh, our mistake. We blew itll. 

Q. In this particular ca.e, had you received any previous notification WI. to the full back bell? 
A. No. I waln't atanding the throttlea. I don't know if there was any word pa •• ed over the phones or not. 

Q. You hadn't heard any yourself? 
A. No, Ithadn't, sir. 

Q. And could you tell what action was taken by the throttle watch in responle to the back full bell? 
A. Well, Peters, he had the mes.enger watch at the time and he was standing in front of the board - and Lockwood was standing right by the stern throttle. So Pete, right away, he grabbed it and he started closing down on it. 

Q. On what - the forward throttle? 
A. Yes, .ir. Because you have to close your forward throttle before you can open your stern _ you are supposed to. So Lockwood ju.t turned it back to full to anawer the bell. You are supposed to do that first and then you are .upposed to clole your throttle and then you are .upposed to write your bell down. That'. the procedure that i •• upposed to be taken. 
Q. What I was a.king wa., what actually occurred 
A. Well, Pete jUlt started to close down on it. 

on it and then everybody jUlt left loo.e. 

in your oh.ervation that night? 
I think he just got about maybe two turns 

Q. Did you lee Lockwood taking any action with re.pect to the astern throttle? A. He WI. getting reldy to open the aatern throttle just I. it happened. 

Q. And at that time, you .aid everything let 100.e. What do you mean by that? A. Well, from where I va. standing, the Chief, he vaa atanding in front of the air injectors that's right beside the throttle board, and he yell. out, he goes, "Oh, my God, no." Then the deck plates atarted buckling up and the lights .eemed like they stayed on for maybe a minute -not even that long. And the Ihip just took a big roll. 

Q. In which direction? 
A It 'tent over towards the ltarbolrd .ide. 

Q. And what followed that? 
A. Well, it threw me and Peacock up against the throttle board and then the Iteam lines ..• 

Q. Did they fall? 
A. They didn't bust right then. Then I had ay foot caught in the deck plate. and 10 I just .•• By that time the .team lines broke and I just thought we were dead. And then water ~ame in. It leemed like 5 minute. later or ao that the water came gushing in and it threw me back Iway from where I was. 

Q. Did it release your foot from the deck plate.? A. Yel, .ir. And then Lockwood, he n.d ••• Somehow his head.et got wrapped around my foot and he still had them on and he .aid, "Let'. get the, oh," he .aid, "Let's get out of here." 

397 



\ 

( 

Q. You dontt need to u.e hi. exact word •. 
A. He .aid, "Let', I.t the hell out of here. 1t and he laid. flCame on you can ,how u. out of 

here." 

Q. Who wa. he .peaking to? 
A. He va. talking to .. I guel. - I don't know. About that time I wa. - I Itarted making 

.ome track •• 

Q. And in which direction did you .cart gotnl? 
A. Well, w~t I thought wa. the ladder. I .tarted up it and the steam jUlt .eamed like it 

was pouring right down on top of ua. Then I f.l1 back down on the deck and I covered up my face 
and my head .nd it felt like. bunch of - • pool of jelly more or Ie... And then I ju.t .tarted 
back up towards the top 8gain. I w •• just cr.wl1ng over hot line. and everything. I ju.t wanted 
to ~et out, that', all. 

Q. And how did you get out? Through vn.t hatch? 
A. Through the inboard hatch. 

Q. In which .ide of the .hip? 
A. On the port .ide, .ir. 

Q. And did you oblerve how the other men in the forward enaine room got out? 
A. Wel1, Lockwood v •• right behind ... nd .t tir.t I couldn't find the uteh. I •• id, "The 

hatch i.n't here," and lomebody .aid,nYe., it i •• It'. OVer to the left," or " ... thing. I dontt 
know if that'. the exact words or not. And I looked up .nd there was a b.ttle lantern come On in 
the p •••• gew.y, right aero,1 from liekbey_ 

Q. Ttt.t w •• on the main deck you .ev thi.? 
A. No, it w •• ntt on the main deck - well, it va. up top.ide. I guell you would cIIl it the 

main deck. And 10 then I Itruck my .rm over there .net lomebody pulled me over. 8J tut time, 
Lockwood h.d .lready got rid of the he.dlet, 10 I didn't hive any problem of getting out. I 
then went up through the p •••• gew.y and I run around to the It.rbo.rd .ide .nd there va. lame guy. 
standing there and 1 laid. "Go help the guys out of the engine room.. II And they laid, tlGo b.ck 
to the fant.il.1! So I walked back around the f.nUiI and I law the carrier. 

Q. Going back ln time to the point of collillon, can you tell the bo.rd where the other 
members 

A. 
of the forward engine room crew were Itanding at the time the back full bell waa receiv.d? 
Pete.wa •• tanding in front of the forward throttle - -

• ~. By Pete, you mean Peters? 
A. Ye., .ir. Lockwood WI. standing in front of the a.tem throttle. Chief Mae.yan was 

standing 1n front of the - well, right beside the air injector.. He.nd Pe.cock were standing 
over next to the electrical board. And Hulitsch, I am not positive, but I believe he WIS on the 
lower level. 

Q. And did all of these people get out of the forward engine room! 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Did you observe the behavior of the perlonnel in the engine room? Haw they reacted to 
the emergency? 

A. Well, it'l hard to .ay. I think they were more .urpri.ed than anything. 

Q. Did they react well in the emergency? 
A. Well, they did the belt they could under the cireumetances. 

Q. Wa. there anybody whole perform.nce was particularly noteworth, in taking ~ lead or 
org.niz1ng the personnel? 

A. Well, like I .aid, right at colli.ion, III I •• w WI. Lockwood. I didn't .ee any of the 
other guy. until after I got blck to the flntlil. I didn't even know MUlit.ch .. de it out of 
there. I didn't know until I got aboard the KEARSARGE. 

Q. And who was the DLln who helped you out of the hatch when you •• id you vere eoming 
through? 

A. I don't know who it VIS. 

Q. What WI. the extent of your injuri •• I. I re.ult of thi.? 
A. Well, I got 

Q. What is the prelent .tltua of those? 
A. What do you meln by that? 

Q. How are you doing .t the prea.nt t~1 
A. I'm Ilive, I gu •••• 

Counlel for the bolrd: Coun •• l haa no further queltionl of this witneas, .ir. 

Queltionl by the lenior -.aber: 
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Q. 
clock? 

Baughman, did you happen to notiee the times of any of the.e event.? Did you look at • 

A. 
and it 

Well, .bout 5 minute., between 5 and 10 adnute. before that I had looked up at the clock 
w •• about 3 o'clock, bec.u.e I w.nted to get off watch. 

Q. I don I t imagine any records were recovered from the forw.rd enaine room, like the bell 
book? 

A. I don't believe la, 111'. Wetl, I know I v •• jUlt thinking .bout getting out of there. 
I don't think anybody grabbed .nything. 

Q. Would you gu ••• that this backing bell had not yet been recorded in the bell book? 
A. I don't believe it W •• , 111'. Almo.t.1 loon al we lot it, they were too bUIY trying to 

back down, more than right away trying to write it down. 

Q. A. I understood your teatimony. you had an, "All engine .head full, If rung up on the 
annunciators, excuse me, on the Engine Room Telegraph? 

A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Ibw many RPM'. were being IIUlde ju.t before the backll"l8 bell? 
A. About 20 knota. Well, full bell i. 184 RPM, 20 knot •• 

Q. 
A. 

flank, 

That'. what a full, all engine. ahead full bell, both engine., 
Well, air, you can go anywhere from 1 believe It'a up to 206. 

10 it could have been anywhere from 206 to 164. 

1& 184? 
Then you go into your 

Q. So that you don't remember the exact number of revolution. being .. de? 
A. Well, no, .ir. I couldn't jUlt exactly .ay It va. 20 knots. or whatever it va •• 

Q. Do you know vhat is the average RHP per knot in this area? 
A. Well, it ranges from ••• llm not po.ltive. 

Q. Well, if 20 knots Is 184, that would give us • figure. 20 knotl i. 184, 1a that correct? 
A. Pardon me, air? 

Q. 20 knots is 184, i. that correct? 
A. Ye~. air. 

Q. Would .you describe further the IIUlnner in which you -had an encounter with the telephone 
cord? Did you a.y your became entangled in it? 

A. Well, it vas just wrapped around my "ankle about once. And I didn't know exactly vhat it 
vas, until I saw Lockwood fall on it. And then I wal trying to kick it off and he •• ys, "What 
are you doing." 111 was aaying other things b.sidea that - like. IlQuit kicking me." And I just 
.aid, ItCome. on, let's get out of here." And then one time ju.t before we atarted to get out of 
the hatch, I just laid, "I'm going back down, because it'. too hot,lI because we couldn't find 
the hatch. The ateam and everything was up at the top and it wa. getting too hard to breath. 

Q. Was there any flooding? 
A. Ye., sir, water came in about ••• like I .ay. it a.amed like a long time down there that ••• 

I don't know how you would describe it. It came in pretty fa.t, becaus. it came gushing in. 

Q. W.s it ae. vater? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. You laid the light. aeayed on it I.~d like a adDute. 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Tho regular lighting. 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. Then did everything go dark? 
A. Ye., lir. It went dark. Well, 10 dark you couldn't lee anything. I eouldr't even -

Well, I knew I vaa in front of the throttle board. 

Q. 
time? 

A. 
on. I 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Were there any relay activated battle latem. in place in the forward enline room at thlt 

Yel, lir. Jut they jUlt didn't ••• I don't know what it "., but they didn't •• em to come 
didn't •• e any of them come on my.elf. 

Did ,au ever I.e any com. on? 
The one up in the pal.ageway .crol. from Doe', office. 

Were the ona, in the forward engine room e •• entially identical to the one in the palsageway? 
Yel, .ir. 

What ia your regular maintainance .tation? I. it 1n the forward engine room? 
Yes, .ir. I .eand everything up there in Main Control. 

WhOle reapon.ibility i. it to check the relay Ictivated battle lantern.? 
It'l the electrician'. job, lir. 
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Q. Do peopl_ 1n the forward engine room keep track of whether they check. the. or DOt? 

A. Yel, .lr. Well, they all worked jUlt before we • the laat time we were on the gun I1ne, 
because they chet'_k 811 that. They go through and, well, they moTe or Ie •• check 8n of them. 1 
know the electrictanl alway. kept working on the one by the throttle board. Not the throttle 
board, but the switch box that t. right aCTO.I from the electrical board. There t •• battle 
lantern that facel the throttle board directly. When it Comel on it 1, IUPPoI.d to .how right 
up on the throttle board. Becaul. once in a while the button would stick on it or aomethlng 
11k. that. 

Q. Your opinion 11 it didn't come on7 
A. I didn't lee any battle lanterna coming out of the engine room at all. 

Q. Did the light. go off Ilowly dimming or did thay go off luddenlyl 
A. Well, they went off pretty ••• Well, jUlt llke a awitch. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for Baughman. 

Counael for t~e board: At thie time you are informed that you have the privilege to make any 
further atatement covering anything relating to the aubject matter of the iaveatig_tion that you 
think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which baa not been fully brought out 
'by the questiona which have been •• ked you. Do you have anything to add? 

FN Baughman: No, air. 

The witnesa wa. duly warned concerning his teatimony, and withdrew from the board room • 

. MH3 Roy Edmond Peters, U. S. Navy, waa called as a witnesa by coun.el for the board, vas duly 
sworn. and testified al follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNsn rttl. Til! BOMUl 

Questions by counlel for the board: 

Q. Machinilt's Hate Petera, you have been called a. a witness to this board of inve.tigation 
which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the colli.ion of HHAS MELBOURNE and USS 
FRANK E. EVANS because it is understood that you have evidence which mey as.ist the board in ita 
investigation. Under United State. law no witness may be compelled to anawer any question, the 
answer to which may tend to incriminate him snd you may refuse to anawer any auch que.tion. Do 
you understan1 what I have said? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. Would you state your full name, please? 
A. Roy Edmond Petera. 

Q. And what is your rate? 
A. Machinist HAte Third Cla.s, air. 

Q. And to what ship were you a.signed on the 3rd of 3une? 
A. USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy? 
A. Approximately two yeara and three months, air. 

Q. And how long bave you been I •• lgned to USS PRANK. B. IVANS? 
A. Pardon me, .ir. That vas a Ddstake. I have been in the Navy for three years now, and 

apprOXimately, three months. I have been aboard the USS FRANK E. EVANS aince October of 66. 

Q. And to what divilion are you a •• igned in PRANk I. EVANS? 
A. liMO divi.ion, air. 

Q. And what are your normal dutles in the ''If' division? 
A. My normal duties are repair of machinery In ~in Control. 

Q. By Main Control, 1s that the forward engine room? 
A. Yes, eir. 

Q. And on the early morning of the 3rd of June, were you a.signed a watch on EVANS? 
A. Yes, sir. I had the mid-vatch. 

Q. In what Ipace? 
A. Number 1 engine room, lir. 

Q. And what ••• your job in the number I engine room, on tut .atch? 
A. I va •• tanding me.aenger watch, breaking in the lower level man. 

Q. Breaking in the lower level man? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And who were the other perlonnel .'Iigned to that lame watch? 
A. Peacock v •• the electrician on watch; Baughman vaa the evaporator man on watch; Lockwood 

wa. throttlem.n on watch; Chief MAcayan va. Chief of the Watch, MUlitach waa lower levelman: and 
mya.lf, 1 va ..... enger of the watch, air. 

400 



( 

Q. 
recall 

A. 

And dlrectin~ jour attention to the eventa immediately preceding the collision, do you 
the speed which wa. rung up on the number 1 engine? 
Immediately preceding the colli8ion? 

Q. Ye •• 
A. We were given a full back bell, alr. 

Q. 
and thE' 

A. 

No. Prior to receipt of the full back bell. Do you recall what ahead bell va. rung up 
revolutions? 
We were doing full speed ahead - 206 revolutions. 

Q. And to what does that correspond in knots? 
A. 22 knots, sir. 

Q. And from that, let me go back one atep. Where were you standing at about the time the 
back full bell was received? 

A. I was standtng off to the right of the main throttle board. 

Q. And what were you doing just prior to that ttme? 
A. I was talking to Chief Macaysn. 

Q. 
that. I 

A. 

And you indicated that. back full bell waa given. 
mean had you received any prior notice of any lort? 
No, air. 

Q. And what occurred then? 

Can you Itate the circumatancea? By 

A. We got the direct bell from full forward to 
to clole it. Lockwood grabbed the a.tern throttle. 

full bac~. and I grabbed the forward throttle 
We didn't have time to anawer the be 11. 

Q. Did you ~nale to take any turns on the throttle before the colli.ion? 
A. I turned it juat a little. maybe, but I never aot a full revolution on the throttle. 

Q. And how about Lockwood on the a.tem throttle? 
A. I don't know, .lr. 

Q. Now, when you receive a bell direct, from full ahead to full a.tern without an intervening 
Itop, what does that lilnlfy? 

A. Emergency back. 

Q. And dtd you happen to note the time that you received thia back full bell? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. And what wa. the time? 
A. 0312, IiI'. 

Q. And what clock did you note that time from? 
A. The clock that we had in the engine room on the throttle board. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to when that clock had been checked as to it. accuracy? 
A. No, air. 1 haven't. 

Q. What is the normal practice in ~in Control as to checking the clocks? 
A. The Quarterma.ter eomes around and letl our clock. for us, sir. 

Q. IIDw often? 
A. Maybe once a week. 

Q. Are there any checks wi th the bridge in the intervening period? 
A. Yes, IiI'. On occaaion we would call the bridge and a.k for the correct time and we 

would aet it ourlelf. 

Q. And do you recall 1f that had been done during your watch? 
A. It hadn't been done to my knowledge, .ir. 

Q. Going back to the 206 revolution •• the apeed you were making prior to the back full bell, 
had that been a at.ady bell for lometime or had there been changea immediately preceding that? 

A. I'm not positive of this, IiI'. but I think we had been getting different bell. all during 
the watch. 

Q. You indicated that you did not have -time to an.wer the back full bell. What occurred to 
atop you from an.wering? 

A. The colli.ion, lir. 

Q. And vhat happened to you and within your oblervation in the forward engine room? 
A. I va. thrown down to the deck plate. tovard the forward bulkhead. Thing. are .till a 

little blurry •• to vhat did happen. But I remember the ateam v •• coming in and the .alt w.ter 
coming in. I am not that good of a .wimmer •• ir, 10 I vas Icared. I climbed above the air 
injectors. 

Q. And how hiBh did the aalt vater rile at that tlae? 
A. It aeemed to me that it v •• maybe 4 foot from the overhead, IiI'. 
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Q. And did you oblerve any lighting come on when the main light. went out? 
A. Not immediately after the main lights went out, air, but while I va. above the air 

in.1ectors, I noticed one battle lantern did come on. 

Q. And where w •• it located? 
A. I think it wa, on the .. in throttle board. lir. 

Q. Is that the one that 111"",lnat •• the lUin throttle board? 
A. No, sir. That'. the one that illuminate. the throttle for the main "eire" pump. 

Q. !laln what pump? 
A. Main circulating pump. 

Q. And can you recall what actions you took to get out of the main engine roaa - forward 
engine room? 

A. I climbed 8. high '1 I could. I couldn't let any higher. All I could do w •• wait. 

Q. What ladder did you climb up? 
A. I didn't climb up • ladder. air. I v •• directed to the hatch by Lockwood. I don't know 

how I got over to Lockwood. 

Q. And through what hatch did you leave the engine room? 
A. The Inboard hatch, all', In front of alckbay. 

Q. And 10 that on the port olde? 
A. Yea, lir. 

Q. 
A. 

did. 

Do you recall who preceded you out the hatch and vho followed you? 
I don't know who preceded me out of the hatch, but I remember Loolcwood came out ater I 

Q. You indicated that the water rOle, 1 believe, farlly rapidly. II that corr~t1 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And what effect did that have on the life.,.? 
A. I believe that forced the steam out of the Ipace enough to where we weren't ~rned 

worse than we were. 

Q. Were you under 'water at anytime in the engine room! 
A. Not cOmpletely under water, lir. 

Q. tbw high did the water come on you, at the higbelt point, when you were at ycur highest 
point? 

A. Up to approximately my chest, sir. 

Q. And where were you at that time? 
A. I vas above the alr injectors. 

Q. Did you oblerve the actiona of the other perlonnel in Main Control when thi. occurred? 
A. No, sir. I didn't. I could not •• e anyone elae. I could hear everyone elae Ihouting, 

but I couldn't lee anyone elae. 

Q. Did the perlonnel leem to help each other in letting out? 
A. Yes, sir, we did. We worked together. 

Q. Was there any particular perl on who took the lead and led the others? 
A. Not to my knowledge. JUlt all of u. vere working together. Out.ide of Peacock, he did 

pull me out of the hatch. I know that. 

Q. Wa. he already out and he pulled you out? 
A. Yes •• 11'. Be was. 

Q. And would you d.lcribe .your own injurl ••• s a re.ult of this incident. 
A. I hod 

Q. And how 
A. They .eem to be coming along excellent now, lir. 

Q. And you have been relea.ed from the hOlpltaU 
A. Ye., IiI'. 

Q. 
and the 

A. 

Can you give an e.timate of the time between the ti .. you received the full altern bell 
actual collision? 
It va. within aecondl .fter w. received the full altern bell, air. 

Counael for the board: Counlel ba. no further queationa of this vltne ••• lir. 

Que.tions by the .en1or ~r: 
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Q. Peter., can we go over agaln how you elt.bII.bed the tl-. of the full blek bell? 
A. Ye., lir. I had jUlt finished making a fresh pot of coffee, in preparation for calling 

the next watch. And I remember I looked at the clock And then we had the full back bell. I had 
jUlt looked at the clock and we had the full back bell and I arabbed the throttle. 

Q. And the clock that you looked at v •• on the throttle board? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. You lAid that you .aw one battle lantern came on. Are you quite certain that you did? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. Could you 8.Y with certainty, how many battle lanterns came on1 
A. I only law one come on, lir. 

Q. Could there have been others that came on and you may not have .een them1 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Some of the battl. lanterns in the forward engine room, I prelume, are relay actuated! 
A. Yel, sir. 

~. Are there any that are not relay actuated? 
A. Yea. air. We had manual controlled battle lanterna allo. 

~. Ia it po •• ible that .ome battle lanterns may have come on underwater and uot within your 
obl.rvation? 

A. The battle lantern that I aaw was underwater. But I ~81ne there vere otherl that c~ld 
have come on that I didn't obaerve. 

Q. On the throttle board. where ia the clock that ")'OU weJ.:,e looking at,. at 03U. oln relation 
to the ahead throttle? 

A. It I & off to the left of the ahead throttle, air. Approximately the level ,of the throtlCle 
board. 

Q. And where is it in relation to the aatern throttle? 
A. Just off to the left, sir. 

Q. As you stand in front of the board. i8 the ahead throttle on your left or your right? 
A. On the'right, sir. 

Q. What clothes were you wearing at the time of the collision? 
A. Dungaree uniform, sir. 

Q. Were you wearing a dungaree shirt? 
.\. Yes. sir. 

Q. Wa~ it a long sleeve shirt? 
A. It \0.'81 a long sleeve shirt, sir, but I had my Ileeves rolled up. 

~. Were the parts of your body that were 
A. 

t:18t ~al covereu wlcn cloth1ng. The rest w.a 

Q. Do you know what 
A. Apparently steam, sir. 

Q. Could lt have been a hot ateam line? 
A. There were leveral 

been, sir. 

covered by clothing of any kind? 
t - the only part of my body that was 

uncovered, sir. 

It may have been hot ateam linel. It could have 

~. Did you have a t-shirt on under your shirt? 
A. No, air. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: Machinist Hate Petera, you are informed that you are privileged to 
make 8ny further atatement covering .nything rel.ting to the .ubject .. tter of the investigativn 
th~t you think ahould be • matter of record in connection therewith. which hal not been fully 
brought out by previoul question.. Do you b.ve anythina to add? 

MM3 Peter.: Nothing, .ir, out.ide of the Austr.lian .ailor. treated u. excellently while we 
were aboard the MELBOURNE. 

Counsel for the board: Thank you. 

The witne .. wa. warned concerning hia testimony and withdrew from the board room. 

FA Michael W. Peacock, U. S. Navy, vas eall.d as a witness by counael for the board, was duly 
aworn, and teltified '1 followa: 

Caunael for the board: While we are waiting for rA p •• eock I might .ay that Lockwood i. 
atill in the holpital. We hope that he will be available before the board terminate •• 
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EXAHIHAnOli BY COUNSEL FCll Til! BOIIRD 

qu •• tiona by caunae! for the board: 

Q. FA Peacock. you bave been ealled .1 • vitnel' for this board of inveltigatton which is 
inquiring into the circ~t.neel lurroundlng the colli,ion of HHAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK.E. 
EVANS. beclul. it ia under.tood that you bave evidence which may a •• lat the board in ltl 
investigation. Under United Statel law no witnel' may be compelled to anlwer any queation, the 
anawer to which ~y tend to incriminate him and you may reful. to anlwer any queation. Do you 
underatand whllt I have .aid? 

A. Yes. air. 
I 

Q. Would you atate your full name, your rate and Tour prelent ••• ignment? 
A. Klehlla! Wayne Peacock, PA, Electrician', mate. 

Q. And to what ,hip are you ••• igned? 
A. FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. And bow long "'ve you been in the Navy? 
A. ApprOltiloilte1y eight ..,nt .... 

Q. And how long "'ve you been a .. iped Co FRARK E. EVANS? 
A. About 5 montha. 

Q. And to what division were you ••• igned in IVAHS? 
A. "R" Divi.ion. 

Q. And what were your lenerat gutiee in the ' ... " Division? 
A. Electrician'. Mate. 

Q. Are you an Electrician', Mate striker? 
A. scriker. 

Q. And on the .arly morning of 3 June, were you ••• igned to • watch? 
A. I wa. standing the lwitchboard watch in the forward engine room. 

Q. And calling your attention to the time about, ahortly after 0300, do you recall any 
particular eve"ta that occurred at that time'l 

A. I remember that of getting a full back bell. 

Q. Can you recall what the bell va. prior to receipt of that full back bell? 
A. It w •• full forward. 

Q. And do you recall the revolutions? 
A. It was 206 revolutions, 20 knot •• 

Q. And do you recall how long 206 revolution. had been rung up? 
A. I couldn't tell you. There hadn't been very many changes on my watch. 

Q. All right then, returning to the full hack bell, could you tell u. about the receipt of 
tn.t bell and vn.t action wa. taken? 

A. Well, we got the full back bell, and the wrona direction alarm vent off. 

Q. By the wrong direction alarm. you .. an what? 
A. Well, from full forward to full back, there il thia alarm that goea off. I heard that 

and I just atood there and looked at it. They were trying to an.wer it aa faat •• they could. 
and ~.h. that W81 it. I got tOlsed under the throttle board. 

Q. Where vere you atanding at the time )"OU lot to •• ed under the throttle bo.rd' 
A. I wes standing under the blower 1n front of the electricat board. 

Q. And how far ia that from the main throttle? 
A. Oh, approximately 10 or 12 feet. 

Q. And ia it on the .... level •• the main throttle? 
A. S.me level. 

Q. And what happened after you were thrown under the .. in throttle board? 
A. Well, I looked up over my right shoulder and I .aw the electrical .witchboard f.lling 

over. There vere a few aparks .nd I looked up and the ladder IOing to the inboard hatch •••• 
It w •• falling over .nd I thought it vaa going to fall right on top of me, but it Itopped. And 
• ateam pipe must have broke I ruptured or someth1na and .tarted burning me. I covered my face 
and there v.an't much. Just. few .econda later the a •• vater juat came guahing in there. And 
I got up, I thought ••• I v.a going to atart cl~ina thing •••• And it aettled, and ir ... up to 
about my cheat. 

Q. And what level w.re you .tandina on at that t~? 
A. I w •• standina on the upper level. 

Q. And it vaa up to your cheat when 'OU WIIre aUnding at that level? 
A. I vaa atanding on the deck pl.ta. 
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Q. And did it d.e Iny hilher than that, do you recall? 
A. 110, lir. I knew lbout where the inbolrd hatch _. Ind I VI. trying to find it. And I 

.aw it .nd Baughman va. in front of me, and h. couldn't .ee It. So I told ~ to look to hi. 
left and I ju.t .tarted ••• Re v •• looking around and I kind of pu.hed him in the leneral direction 
Ind he fi ... lly IIW it. I pulhed him out of it, Ind I lot out. 

Q. Were you ovimming or WIlting? 
A. We vera eravllna over plpe. - ju.t trying ~o pt out of tM:re. I don't Jmov exactly which 

one. they \>.fere. 

Q. Whee WI. the .tote of the light. in Main Control .pace It that tt.e! 
A. W.1:~ •• fter I .aw the hatch, there va. one battle lantern "so off" on the port .ide. 

Q. By go off, you me.n 11t upt 
A. It w •• lit up. And it w •• on approxtm.tely 10 •• cond. - 10 or IS •• cend.. I could .ee 

forward. little bit and I knew where the hatch w •• apd I had already .een th.t, but I crawled 
out. Baughman w •• out, .nd I v •• behind him. The llsbt went out and Peter •• nd Lockwood were 
.tlll down there. They were yelling and I .truck ., band down there Ind Peter. grlbbed lhold 
of it and I pulled him out. Mulit.ch grlbbed ahold of him and helped him out to the p •••• sew.y. 
And I Itucle. my hand down there again and Lockwood - I tr~ed to set Loc.kwood and he grabbed _ 
Ind I pulled him out. And we aU sot out and 'Mnt out ob the .. In deck, .carbo.rd .ide, and 
Peters VI. there. They were .t.rting to put him ln a .tretehlr. And I went up forward and 
looked at the front of the ahip. I didn't beliovo it. I va. kind of - I don't koov - lort of in 
I .tlte of .hock you milht Ily. Then I wont back to the flntoU Ind waitad Iround UDtU they 
got ladder. Icrol. Ind croa.ed from the IVAMS to the ICLBOtJIn at port lida. rt.y took _ up to 
.ick b.y Ind gave me I .hower Ind put me in a rick. And they ltarted cl'lnina up my t 
WI. there for Ipproximately 3 hour. I p.... they tran.ferred _ to the D.AUAIG! ln • heUc:opter 
.nd put me back 1n .ick bay. I v •• there for thrae d.y •• 

Q. And how badly vere you 
A. 

Q. And what vere you welring at the ti .. t 
A. Dungaree pant., t-Ihirt, work .hoel Ind locb and. blue work hat. 

Q. Did you have on a dungaree .hirt. 
A. No, .ir. 

Q. T-ahir,t only! 
A. T-ahirt only. 

Q. And did you recall .ny lightl in the forward engine room .fter the .. in lilhtl vent out, 
other than one battle lantern? 

A. No, .ir. 

Q. Where va. it lOCI ted? 
A. Port aide forwlrd. It 10 lOCltod dlht there by the ovitchbolrd on the port aide. 

Q. WI. it illuminating ••• WII it lit up under water or above vlter? 
A. It VI. above vater, .ir. 

Q. Did you ob.erve the 'ction. of otbar people in the forwlrd engine room Ifter the colliiion? 
A. Wall, we were all - Petera, .y.elf, 'lughmAn and Lockwood - we were all clo.e together$ 

And we were all ju.t trying to Bet out of there. 

Q. Did the personnel a.,i.t each otbert 
A. Ye., .ir. We tried to help everybody al auch .. we could. 

Q. Did you note anyone taking charse of the .ituatlon, or did J'OU .n wark together? 
A. We all worked together. Everybody va. jUlt '1 dazed I. the aaxt one. 

Q. Do you ko"" how Chief MacIYln got out! 
A. No, .ir. I don't. 

Q. And the pre.ent at.tul of your injurie., how are they nowt 
A. My hal not haaled quite yet, but otherwi.e I am .11 right. 

Counsel for the board: Counlel hal no further queltionl of thi. vittle •• , all'. 

ElWIlNAnlJl lIT TIlE BOUD 

Queltionl by the .enior .-her: 

Q. Pelcock, after you lot up on to the .. in deck, you laid you vent over to the .tarboard 
.ide? 

A. Y •• , .ir. 

Q. Why did you do that! 
A. I don't know. htarl WII, in thl pa ••• , ... ay there, and he W.I yelliq. I ... nt over b) .ee 

what va. the _ttar with ~, picked bim up .nc! dft, hill aut to the .tarboard .lde Mcau •• I .aw 
people out tMr.. I think they had come up there to .ee if 'nybody VI •• till in the engine room 
and the probably came up to look 1n the outboard batch, to ••• whit the condition wa. down there. 
Well, I .aw them out there '0 I went out. 
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Q. Do you know who any of thele people vere, b.lidea Pete~.? 
A. John O'Nell, and Beard, De2. 

Q. Was there anybody in the pas.ageway on the port aide, by lick bay, directing your movements? 
A. Mo, air. 

Q. Dld you actually lee the switchboard f.l1 ov.r? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. How far over did it go? 
A. It WI. about three-quarters over when the light. went out and I covered my face. I just 

saw it going over like that. (The witn ••• indicated at about. 4S degree angle). 

Q. Dld aomethlng .top it from going any further do you think? 
A. tt'. hard to tell, a1r. I couldn't •• y. 

Q. Old you notice any other heavy equipment moving at the ttme or jUlt .fter the colli.lon? 
A. I ,.w the ladder to the hatch falling ovar and • few of the .team linea behind it move. 

There 1s • pole near by the elctrlcat board. I .aw that bend over too. 

Q. A .tlnchion? 
A. tt'. a metal pole about this big. 

Q. It'. Dot. pipe? 
A. No, it'. not a pipe. 

Q. It'l not part of a piping Iystem? 
A. No, air. 

Q. It'a a lupport of aome kind? 
A. Yes, air. 

: 

Coun.el for the board: Let the record indicate that Peacock indicated the dia~er of about 
six inches. II that right? 

A. Yel, sir. 

Senior Member: The board bas no further que.tion of thia vitn.ls • 

• Counael for the board: FA Peacock, you are advi.ed that you are privileged at thil time to 
~ke any further .tatement covering anything related to the .ubject m.tter of the inveatisation 
that you think .hould be • matter of record which haa not been fUlly brought out by previoul 
questions. Do you have anything to add? 

FA Peacock: I would like to conment on how well we were treated 'by the Auatrallsnl over 
there. They took real good care of UI. That'. one thing that I would like to bring out. 

Counlel for the board: Thank you. 

The witDe •• wa. duly warned concerning hi. te.ttmony and withdrew from the board room. 

Senior Member: The board will rece •• until 1300. 

The bolrd reco •• ed It 1053 hour., 24 June 1969. 
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The board opened at 1305 bour., 24 June 1969. 

Senior Member: The board 11 open. 

All persons who were present when the board receaeed were again present. 

Coun.el tor tbe board: Thia is an open bearing. - It i. neo.llary to point out tbat any per.on 
who has been told be 1. I. witness, or wbo may be a w1tnell, i •• Iked to withdraw trOll the board roc:. . 

Fireman Andrew Cbarle. Jo.eph Mullt.ob III, U.S. Ravy, •• called aI a wit""l1 by coua.el tor 
the board f was sworn and. testU'led as tollow.: 

EXAMI1UTION BY COUllBEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

QuestiODS by counsel tor the board: 

Q. Fireman Mulit.ch, you bave been called aa a witne .. tor tbi. board at inve.tigation, whioh 
is inquiring into tbe oiro .... tanoe •• urrounding tbe colli.ion at IIMAS MELBOURNE and USS !RAlIK E. 
!VAlIS, beoau.e it is believed that you bave evidence WIlioh may a .. 1st the board in it. in"".tigation. 
Under United states law, no witness may be ccapelled to answer any question the answer to Which may 
tend to incriminate him and you may retuae to anlver aD7 such que_tiona. Do lOu understand what 
ltve aud1 

A. Yel, air. I do. 

Q. Would you .tate your tull nllle, rate, and pre.ent duty .tatlonT 
A. Andrew Jo.epb Charles Mullt.oh, III, Machini.t Mate Fi,...." USB !RAlIK E. !VAlIS. 

Q. And were you attacbed to FRAlIX E. EVAIIS on 3 J.me 1969T 
A. Yel, sir. I was. 

Q.. How long bave ;rou been in the Navy, Fireman Mul1tlch'l 
A. A couple ot day'S over one year. 

Q. And how long have you been attaobed to FRAlIX E. EVAIIS? 
A. Sinoe February 13th, 1969 • 

• Q. To WIlat dividon were you as.igned? 
A. To"N" Division. 

Q •. And what were your general duties in the "M" division? 
A. I was a fireman, general maintenance, and I Itoad watchel in the forward engine rocxD. 

Q. And were you a.ligned to a watoh ln the -earll' ."."lng CXl tbe third ot June? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. What watoh dld you have? 
A. I bad tbe lower:le..,l watoh. 

Q. In wbat apace? 
A. In tbe forward engine room. 

Q. And wbat were the dutle. of your watoh in tbe lower level? 
A. To keep a olo.e eyo on all the P\IIIPS and .... III! .ure that they ran properll'. Make periodioal 

oheoks and to handle any ouualties that IIl1ght occur. 

Q. Invitlng your attention to the perlod ,just hetere oolll.'on ocourred, ><bere wre you at tbat 
time? 

A. I was atanding on tbe lower level preparing to ascend ~ the upper level. 

Q. And do you reoall wbat bell was rung up CXl the nllllber one II&1n engine at tbat time, prlor to 
tbe collid"nT 

A. I had no knowledge of any bells. 

Q. What dld you obaerve at the time at oollision? 
A. There waln't anythlng to ob.er"". All ot a .udden tbe lighta wnt out and there ..... a 

tremendous ,jolt and I was thrown to the deok plate •• 

Q. You did not aee the actlona of any otber person u.ediatell' before the 00ll1.lon? 
A. 1o, .ir. I didn't. 

Q. And atter you were thrown to tbe deok plat.a, wbat bappened then? 
A. Just as I was thrown down, I law steam. cc:m1ng Iteam rep'"; dm.m.. and the lights went out. 

I thought we 10lt a .te ... line 10 I ,jUlllped lnto tbe bl18eo and then the opace tlooded out and I was 
oarrled upward. 

Q. How tar upT 
A. I was plnned underneath the upper level deok plate •• 

Q. And was tbe water up tbat bight 
A. Ye., o1r. It ..... about n .... teet aboY"e JI(Y hlad thin. 
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Q. And bow did JOu aet out from undernutb the deck pl.atelf 
A. I managed to work mu way through one of tbe deck plate I that wal worloed 1oole, and then I 

worloed by way l>o the .urfa.. of tbe .. ter. 

Q. Were any ligbtl on at that t:\lllef 
A. .0, lir. There wre no llghtl. 

Q. Were tbere any _rgency lights that bad c-.. ... , 
• A. Rone at all. 

Q. From that point, could you describe what happened? 
,. A. It wa. very contusing· a lot of Icreaming. Everybody tbought they were going to die. I 
~ .aw no lights, but I knew the hatch was overhead in the immediate area. I looked up and I felt the 

b1~board for the evaporators, and I looked up and law a light ahiDing acroae vhe hatch. I yelled 
out that there it va. and .omeone pushed me aaide. It vas the Chief, and he vent up ahead of me and 
I followed him. 

Q. And then vhat happened at that polot? 
A. I helped the Cbief out on the main deck. I wnt hack and I helped Peters out and I tried to 

get help for the reat of them because there va. nobody e1.8e in light, but I knew they were dawn there 
cause I could hear them .till. I went back about that time, Lockwood, who vall the only' oee down there 
then, and I went back. lind called tor more help_ Nobody came and 10 I came back and be va. on hi_ way 
out then. I helped pull him out. 

Q. And do I understand the order in which the people left thO engine rOClll wu the chief firat 
then yourself and then who followed JOuf 

A. Machinist Mate Tbird Cla.s Peters. 

Q. And who then a.rter him. ... are you aware? = 
A. I had. no knowledge of who was the next one. I know Lockwood fol.l.owed them, as far as I know. 

Q. Lockwood was the la.t man out .1 far .s you kcow? 
A. To the beat of my kcowledge. 

Q. And how .eriously were you injured Mulitlch? 
A. I had no injuries. 

Q. Could you tell how seriously Chief Macayan vas injured? 
A. Not at the time. When I took him out on the main deck, he vas hysterical and then it seemed 

llke be passed out. 

Q. Did you note any particularly outstanding performances by anyone in the engine roan? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. At this t:\llle I invite your attention to • statement you have previously made and .Ii: you to 
read it and refresh your recollection. Having done that would you l1Jte to reconsider your last answer 
and amplif)perhaps on what you said? 

A. Well, when I made this statement, I had taJ.lt.ed to lockwood and this il based on what he bad 
tol.d IDe. 

Q. And what does the statement say? 
A. Shall I read it out loud? 

Q. Yes. If you would please? 
A. I thini: FA Peacock did an outstanding act. He va. the last one out and usi.ted Lockwood. 

I don't know what possible help he may have been to the others. All the boys down there were burnt 
badly, especially Peacock and Lockwood. Tbey all did an heroic act in aaving themselves if DO one 
elae. It wu hell. 

Q. Is that based on your own knowledge or what you had learned :f'rca 8C1D!One else? 
A. It 1s based on mu kcowledge to the point that he did do an outstanding act in laving himself 

and helping anyone else if he did, but now I'm sure he was not the last one out. Lockwood was the 
last one out. 

Q. Do you have anything else that would ... 1st the board 10 understanding llhat vent on in the 
forward engine room at the time of the collision? 

A. No, lir. I don't. 

Q,. And after you lett the forward engine roca, where were you taken or where did you 86? 
A. I remained in the general vicinity and assisted in carrying Peters, in a stretcher, back to 

the fantaU and I wss evacuated to the MELBOURNE. 

Q. How did JOu reach the MELBOUIUIE? 
A. From the ECM deck onto the flight deck of tbe carrier. 

Q. Did you have a chance to note the t:\llle of the collision! 
A. I believe it was in the general vicinity of 3:15. 

Q. At any t:\llle after the main lights vent out in the forward engine room, did IUl;j[ emergency 
battle lanternl e .... to your kcovledge! 

A. I •• w none. 
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Counld for the board: Counlel have no furtber que.t1on. of thi. witna ... 

EXAMINATIOJl BY MEllBl:RS or TIlE BOARD 

Que.tion. by the Senior IIomber: 

Q. Fireman IIul1t.ch, the board underltCld. that Chief Mae..,." vIlo Val 1n the forward engine room 
with you received • .- inJur1es. Are you aware of tbat, 

A. Yea, air. I ~ 

Q. Were tho.e inJur1ea apparent when he lett the forward engine room &bead of you' 
A. No, lir. I knew there was lomethiIl8 wrona: v1.tb hill arter, but I dido 't know the extent of 

hi. injur1e •• 

Q. When you were on watch in the lover level ot the forward engine room, cou1d you aay precisely 
where J[DU were at the time the collision occurred? 

A. I vas .tanding right at the foot of the ladder. 

Q. And dO you know at vIlat po1nt you c .... up through the deck plates? 
A. No, sir. I don't. SaDewbere in the general vicinity ot the tront of tbe evaporators, of 

the upper level ... 

Q. Do you have an;y way to account for the fact that you were not 1njured at &11, whereas, I 
helieve, virtu&l.l;y &11 of the other. 1n the forward ."c1De rOOlll were? 

A. Saaebody up there like. me. 

Q. You &11 c .... up through the lame ladder? 
A. Yes, air. 

Senior Member: The board has no further queltiona. tor Fi!,,1Wl Mulltl,Ch. 

Counsel tor the board; The counsel hu one JM)re question. 

EXAMINATIOII BY COUllSEL JPa\ TSE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Quest10ns by counael for the boLrd: 

Q. Do I understand that you ""re lubmerged in nU water almost 1mDediatel;y o.rter collision? 
A. Ye., ,ir. 

Counsel for the boud: Fireman Mulitach, you ..... infor...d that you are privileged to au an;y 
further statement covering anything releted to the .abject atter of the investigation that you think 
should be a matter of record 1n connection therewith that baa not been f~ brought out by previous 
questions. Do you have o.n;y Ldd1t10nLl remarks' 

Witness: No, sir. 

Witne •• vas duly warned concerning his te.t1D>n;y and withdrev f'r<1D the board rOOlll. 

Fireman Ralph J..,s HalJ., U.S. Navy, .val cll.led .. a witnesl by counlel tor the board, vas sworn 
and test1f1ed as tollow.: 

EXAMINATIOJl BY COUIISEL JPa\ TSE I!OARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Fireman Hall, you haw been c&11ed .. a witna •• tor thi. board ot inwstigation which is 
1nquir1ng into the circumstances .urround1ng the co111l1on ot IIIL\S MlLBOURJIE and USS l"RAJIX E. !VAlIS, 
because it i8 believed that you have evidence which ~ assist the board in it! investigation. Under 
Un1ted State. lev, no witne •• may be compelled to anawer o.n;y que.t10n theailner to which ma;y tend 
to incr1m1nate him and you -.y refuse to anawer any luch questiona. Do you understa'ld Vh.a.t live laid? 

A. Yel, sir. 

Q.. Would you state )"Our full. name, rate, and prelent duty .tation? 
A. RLlph J ..... Hall, Fireman, U.S. lIavy, USS nwu: E. !VAlIS. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

How long have you been in the lIavy, Fireman Hall? 
I've been in the navy a year and a baJ.t. 

And how ~ong have you been a .. igned to UBS l"RAJIX E. !VAlIS? 
I've been a .. 1gned to UBS lRAIIK E. !VAlIS ever I1nce April 6th, 1968. 

Q. And to lIhIt d1vidon are you ... igned? 
A •. I'm ... igned to "Mil diviaion. 

Q. And vhat are your dutiel 1n the "11"' d1vidoo' 
A. JC;y dut1e. 1'; "11"' divi.ion are Itand1ng throttles down 1" the atter engine rCXllll, working 1n 

the after engine roan and .tanding lower levela, Sc:aet1.me1 .. Vbere ever they need me. 

Q. And ""re ;you a .. 1gned a .... tch in the ear~ morning of the third of June? 
A. Yes, I val, air. 
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Q. And to vb&t watch .... you ulipod' 
A. I.... Itandi., thratt1," in tbo after elll1no roa. 

Q. And ""re you litandi., that watch or ... re you 111 tbot poa1t1011 at tbo tiM of co111don bet"".n 
IVIJIll and MELBOT.DUIE' 

A. Yea, I WaI, .ir. 
Q. Could you tell tbo board tbo fir It Imowlellp you had that l~th1l1g wu oecurr1l1gT 
A. Firat lalowledge I received wu, I receintd a hack tull &lid at that po1l1t I didn't Imow vb&t 

wu really wro., . 
Q. Juat prior to tbe tillle you received tbe back tall bell, vb&t lpeed wu the number two engin. 

indicating? 
A. The nUllber two togin ..... indicating 206 rpu, 22 ImOtl • 

Q. And wb&t dgnal wu rung up on the Ingine Ord~r Telegraph? 
A. On th. Engin. Ord.r T.legraph it wu tull ahoad ••• 

Q. Did you note the tillle you received the tull utern' 
A. I would Iq aroUlld 3:15. 

Q. And ba. long bad you be.n at 206 revo1utiol1l prior to the time of the bell, if you can recall? 
A. I reaJ4' can't Iq. 

Q. Would you indicat. wb&t you did upon receipt of tbo tull utern bell? 
A. Wh.n I r.c.ived the tull ut.rn bell, I hollered out to the top ... tch Fritz. I grabbed ebold 

of the Engin. Ord.r Telegraph, and indicat.d to tbo bridge that I had anowered tbe bell. Wh.re it " 
Itopped I do nat know. A. I did that, I grabbed &bold at the head throttle valve and I gave 1t one 
quick 1II"''''Jllent c10.ed and at the ..... t1Jlle I opeDOd up the altern valve. 

Q. And .... r. you d6111g this by your.eltT 
A. Yea. 

Q.. Did you ccoaplete th. an .... ring at the bell? 
A. No. I did nat. 

Q. What happened after that? 
A. Right atter tbot, I .... thrown to the deck plate. &lid OIIC. I gat up I .tart.d clodng the 

ah.ad valve a,ra1l1. At that tillie, I heard a rumbling n01le &lid a real loud n01le overhead. I looked 
up and it wa. our lllain .t .... lin. IIIOving back &lid forth. I got out at the wq at it, &lid jUit a. I 
did there val water and steam coming out ot the ... in .team line, I looked over to the after awitch­
board •. I _. going to look for Fritz &lid I didn't lee him but I saw .parks and flame. coming out at 
th. switchboard flying acro... What it .... at the time I didn't Imow. After that, I heard the tlhp 
watch lay get out 80 I went up the inboard ladder. 

Q. Had you fini.hed •• cur1l1g the ahead throttle? 
A. No, I did not. The top ... tch did. 

Q. By the top ... tch, who .... that? 
A. hi tz, lIQ.. 

Q. And wb&t about tbe a.tern throttleT 
A. The utern, I couldn't t.ll you about that. All I mow 11 I opened it up When I rec.ived 

the bec k tull. 

Q. Who wu Ii:eep1l1g tbo bell book in tbe after eng1l1e rocaT 
A. I VI.8, .ir. 

Q. At this tillie, I gi" you two she.t. marked Eng1l1 •• r'. Bell Book at USB IIWU: E. IVIJIll vhich 
are marked lxb1b1t 69 tor identitication &lid uk JOu it JOu ntcOCDi .. t_, 

A. !aI, I do, lir. 

Q. What do you recOCDiz. th.m as? 
A. AI .vid.nc, of vb&t we .... re d01l1g before the colli don and owid.nce that that 11 II\Y .ipatun 

at the batt'"". 

Q. And 11 that the bell lheet you wre ll:eep1l1g that nisht on board IIWU: E. EVIJIll? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And vb&t 10 the I.COnd .h •• t und.rn.ath that oae? 
A. The lecond lbe.t 10 th. bell .heet prior to the third of .JUlIO. It wu the I.cond and at the 

time" 0000 hour., we .tarted a new bell .beet. I lecured on that ODe with JI\Y name. 

Q. And bow were they re&>ved tram the after eDC1l1e roan of the 1V1JIll! 
A. I reJDOved the bell lhe.t with the 206 011 1t - the tlhp one. I don't Imow bow th. other on. 

got out. 

Q. Do JOu recognize it as the previou. dQ'" bell .beet! 
A. Yel, I do. 

Q. And it d .. 1 repro lent the atter engl.DO room bell lbeet! " 
A. Yel, 117. It .... 
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~. To your knowledge, wre any other record. removed trca tbe arter engine roam? 
A. Ro, air. 

Q. Looking at tile llell .heet for the third, wbat .oea it ind10ate the t1me for the 206 revolution. 
wall rung up? 

A. 03ll. 

Q. Can ;,-ou reoall the t1me bet""en that bell and the back full bell' 
A. 110, Fir. I can't • 

Counael for the board: Counael requests the &dm1 •• ion ot that record into evidence && Exhibit 69. 

• Senior Member: The doou.nt may be admitted al Ixh1lSit 69. I have one que.Uoo concerning it. 
All the.e entrie. on thll bell .heet and I would lll1e to go haokward. trem 03ll when 206 rpIIlI is 
indicated. The previoua one 11 0310 at ~84. The one before that 18 0300, a counter reading. The 
counter reading 11 made every bour 1s itT 

<. ' 

Witness: Ye., Sir. 

Senior Member: Does this indicate to you that there were no other engine order. to the a1'ter 
engine roem during the period trem 0300 to 0310' 

Witness: Yes, air. 

Senior Member: Are you quite sure that that'. the cue? 

Witness: Yes, sir. 

EXAMINATIOII BY COllllBEr. FOR'TIij: JI)ARIJ (Cont' d) 

Questions by counsel tor the board: 

Q. Fireman Hall, it is also noted that the bacJd.na bell you referred to a8 DOt entered. Would 
you state the reason it vas not entered on that .beet! 

A. Yes, sir. I reoeived the baok full and I juat did not have the t1me to ",.ite it in. 

Q. Now ypu indicated that you, shgrtlytLfter colli.ion, received the word to leave the engine room. 
Did you subsequently return to the engine 1'OCIIl't 

A. Yes, I did, 8ir. 

Q. And what were the circumstances? 
A. I returned to the engine room. Our top watch Fritz, he was on the phone at the time and he 

turned to me and said, "I can I t get main control." He turned around and looked at our auxilliary 
steam and it vas 780 degrees pressure - 780 pounds pre.sure. 80 Charpley, another fireman, and Jll;Yaelf, 
he told us to lecure the. bulkhead steam ~ .top and that I. what we did. 

Q. By buJ.khead steam. stop, you mean from the arter tireroan to the after engine rOClD.? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q,. And you indicated that at sometime )"Ou saw something go flying acral. the reduction gear I 
belleve? 

A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Ha .... you later bad a ohanoe to tell wbat that ..... , 
A. Yes, air. When I .... ot aboard to get "IT olothel out of the after part of the .hip that ..... 

afloat, I went down to the engine room to lee ¥hat it vu. It vas one of our tool. boxes that we kept 
Our oleaning gear in that .... on the port .ide of the lhip by the reduction gear. and 0 .... flying 
&Cros. and ended up b.Y the generator. 

Q. And atter you lett the atter engine rocm for the second t1me, whUe you ... re ctill alongside 
MELBOURNE, where did you goT 

A. I ""nt onto the fanta1l, .ir. 

Q. And what did you do there' 
A. I helped Peter.. Be was in main control. 

him, Champley and ~.elf. I oarried him down the 
MELBOUR1lE • 

, and I put a life jacllet around 
.ide of the Ih1p where they carried him over to the 

Q,. The bell book conta.1n1 certain entries .1 to tiM. Do you recal.l where you observed the times 
for those entries - what clock! 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. What clock wu itT 
A. The clool< on the throttle board in the after engine rocm. 

Q. And il it right in tront of you when you are on the tbrottle' 
A. Ye., it i •• 1r. 

Q. 'II"" do you know how acourate that olock wuT 
A. It ran a llttle .low, .... ry llttle llow. 
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Q. How orten wu it cbecloedT 
A. About once every tour dO¥I. 

Q. And who did the cheCking' 
A. Baoebody would c.- down trOll tbe bridle. 

Q. Was it a quartermuter usually? 
A. Yea • 

\ 

Q. And did ;you check with the bridge or with main control in the intervening period. bet,..en 
the toUr dO¥ checlta b7 the quartermuter? 

A. No, lir, not that I know of. 

Q. Do;you recall the lut time it had been checked? 
A •. No lir, I don't. 

Q. By running a little bit slow, how much slow do ;you mean? How much per day? 
A. Maybe a halt a minute a day. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel bas no turther questions. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF TIlE BOARD 

Questions b7 the Senior Member: 

Q. On this bell book lheet, in .ome entries the signal is lhewn as ROIIan numeral two. What does 
that indicate? 

A. RCID8Jl numeral two :Ileana tull. ahead. 

Q. And on some others there 1s a indication ot Raman numeral one? 
A. That is a standard ahead, sir. 

Q. Was anybody in the arter engine room manning a phone GUcuit? 
A. No there wasott, sir. Do you mean a head set? 

Q. A head .et? 
A. No, there wasn't. 

Q. Is that the usual caseT 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. 
to;-vard 

A. 

Are there the &ami! number 
engine roan no%'llULl.ly? 
Yes, air. 

of people on watch in the after engine roam a8 there are in the 

Q. Suppose you wanted to talk to main control and the forward engine roan, what channel of 
communication would you use from the after engine roam? 

A. I would use the phone right behind the throttle board and it has number. on it to where ;you 
want to call either ma.1n control or the torward or after tireromm. You turn the crank and it rill 
ring up main control or whoever you want to c&ll.. 

Q. Do;you know what circuit that 10? 
A. Three, sir, ma.in control i8 three. 

Q. You don't know the des1gnation of the circuit though? 
A. Thats the 2 JV sir. 

Senior Jf<'mber: The board hal no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: I have one or two additional. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FQI TIlE BOARD 

Queltions by counsel tor the board: 

Q. When did the light. go out in the arter engine room arter the collision? 
A. The lighta went out about a lecond atter we hit, it vent reallY taste 

Q. Did any emersenc:y lighting c.- on? 
A. Yes, it did, .ir. 

Q. How much? 
A. Enough 10 that you could lee the throttle board acd where the ladder was, part of the 

reduction geara and that'l about it. 

Q. And approximately how _ bottle lantern. came on to ;your knowledge? 
A. About tour, lir. 

Q. And was that all of the automatic actuated bottle lanterns that was in the engine room? 
A. Bo 'ir, we have .ore. 
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Q. Did t~y not c ... em? 
A. I couldn't tell JDIl, dr. 

Q. You ~u.t don't recall? 
A. Ye., .ir. I don't recall. 

Q. But you could .ee around the engine ...,.,. u a re.ult ot the .... rgenc:r l1gbt1Dst 
A. Y •• , .ir. 
Counoel tor the board: Coun.el hu no turther queltiono • 

Senior _her: -"d hu no further q .... tion •• 

_ Coun.e1 tor the board: Fireman IIall you are intormed that you are privileged to uke an,. furth.r 
.tat .... nt cOftring an:rth1ng relat.d to the .ub~.ct atter ot the inquir:r t~t you think .hauld he a 
.... tt.r ot the r.cord but wldch hal not heen tull:r brought out b:r the qu •• tion. you he .... he.n a.ked. 
Do you ~ve an:rthing to add' 

W1tne'.: 50, air. 

The vito ... wa. dul:r warned conc.rning hi. te.t1mon;r and vithdr.w from tbt board room. 

Richard M. Fr~tz~ 1W:bin1.t" Mat. Fir.t Clu., U.S. Bav:r, wa. called u I vitne .. b:r coun.el 
tor the board, wa •• vorn, and teatifi.d u tollovo: ~ 

EXAMmATIllB BY CIXlIISlL FCI\ rIlE IIOARIl 

Que.tiona b:r coun •• 1 tor tbt board: 

Q. Pltt:r Otfic.r Fritz, you heve he.n called u I vitn~~. tor thh board ot invutigation, Which 
ia inquiring into the circ .... tanc ••• urrounding t~ co111don ot IlMAS MELBOllRRE and USB lRA1IX E, EVABS, 
becIUle it i. under.tODd thet you heve evidence wldch ..,. I •• it the board in it. inve.tigation. Und.r 
Unit.d Stat •• law, no vitne •• may he compelled to anover an,. que.tion the anover to Which..,. tend 
to incriminate him. and :rou may retUJIe to an.wr ~ such que.tion.. Do you understand what I've l&1d? 

A. Yea, lir. 

Q. Would you .tate :rour tull ...... , rate, and pre.ent dut:r .tation? 
A. Riclurd M. Fritz, IW:hiniat'. Mat. Firlt Clu., USB lRA1IX E. EVABS. 

Q. And to What div:hion are :rou ul:f.gned? 
A. "M" divilion. 

Q. How long heve you been in the BI."., 
A. Almo.t five :rear •• 

Q. And hoY long he".. you heen a .. igned to llWIX E. EVAIB? 
A. Sinc. Januar;r 2nd. 

Q. Ot 19697 
A. 1969. 

Q. And WhIt heve :rour previoue dutieo been prior to ceeing to lRA1IX E. EVABS? 
A. I YU I nuclH.r _r plant operltor on USB BJI'l'ERPIlISE. 

Q. And linee ceeing to lRA1IX E. EVABS what have been your dutie. aboard? 
A. In charge ot main control. Bot u-dilte1;r, but I wa. broke in u operltor and then I got 

in charge on uin control. 

Q. And ... r. you u.1.ped to I watch in the earl;r .,rning ot three June? 
A. Y •• , lir. 

Q. What watch wre you uligoed? 
A. Top watch in tbt att.r engine room. 

Q. And what are t~ dutiel ot that watch? 
A. I would la:r to _ lure t~t the watch gne .... ll. In c ... ot an,. cuualtiel or .... rgenci •• 

or circUllUltanc •• to ... that things are handled correct1;r. 

Q. And bow _ perlonn.l wer. I.signed to :rour watch in addition to your •• ll, in the att.r 
engine room? 

A. Pour. 

Q. And do you recall their n ..... ' 
A. Yel, lir, Taylor, the evaporator watch; King, vas the electricianJ Ball, vas the throttlemanj 

and Champ1;r YU the lover level. 

Q. Dir.ctinl your attention to the _nt. 1lIIDediate1;r prec.ding tbt co111lion, do you recall 
the lpe.d that YU rung up on the nUllher tvn .ngine ,jUlt hetore an:r .... rgenc:r or Ill¥ other bell YU 
received? 

A. Yea J air, 206. 
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Q. 206, and what opeed doe. that oorrupond toT A. 22 knot., .1r. 

Q. And what .... the order on the Engine Order Telegraph? A. I'ull. 

Q. And do you reoall .... long you had been at that .peed T A. 110, .ir. 

Q. At about that time then, wIlere .... re you atand1ngT A. I .... a1ttlng. 

Q. Wh.r ..... re 70u olttlngT 
A. I vas f'ac1ng the .tarboard olde nth lII,Y hack to the throttlebOard. On the rlsht olde was the after eleotrloal hoard. On lII,Y right olde .... a ladder S010g to the outboard hatoh. OVer against the starboard bul.tbead there, wal a degausolng panel. 

Q. And What vas the first notloe you reoelved that lometh1og unusual va. ooourr1og? A. I'll not r.all,y .ure there was aome warn1og, but lt '. not olear 10 lII,Y m1nd. n. flr.t I reall,y r .... lDber tor .ure .... , I had atood up tor .ome reuon and .... about to turn around wilen tbe oollillon happen.d. 

Dld you hear ~ bell rung upT Q. 
A. 

t'Ut. 
I dld hear lometh1ng. I know I h.ard .ometh1ng. I thlnk lt .... a bell, but lt happen.d 10 I'can't .ay What it vas that caused 110 to _tand up. 

Q. Dld. you hear the throttleman .ay &Il1th1ng? A. I thlnk I dld. 

Q. You don't recall what lt vas? 
A. 50, lir. 

~ Q. What dld you do at that time, wh.n 70u felt the oollidon? A. Art.r I felt tb. oollislon? 

Q. Yel, .... ll wilen you heard the first notlc. of What.ver lt vas? A. I stood up and was about to turn around to flnd out What was happening? 
• Q. And th.n What happened? 

A. Well, the Ihlp took a hard roll and I fell aga10at the bul.kbead. 

Q. And What action dld you take at that time? 
A. I hollered for .verybody to get out. 

Q. Do you know the Itat. of tbe throttle. at that time? A. Ro, lir. 

Q. Dld you take any actlon nth respest to the throttles at that time? A. IVo, lir. 

Q. And what dld 70u obaerv. the other per.onnel 10 the apac. dolng? A. i'he first I reall,y saw, that I re ..... her, ..... a lot of wat.r oClll1ng down and then it .... nt dark and I saw the four people solng ~ the ladder. ITerybody was so1ng up the lAdd.r like I had .aid. 
Q. And wIlere was the wat.r oCllll1ng fl'<:a? 
A. The outboard hatch and vent1le.tlon duet •• 

Q. And dld 70u noUoe any .t .... o<llll1ng out of' any of tb. plpes or &J>¥th1ng of that _ort? A. Io, lir. 

Q. There .... re no rupturel of any of the ate_ plpes? 
A. Jrot that I oould tell at that time, no. 

Q. Dld you your.elf, leave the .ngln. ~ at that timeT A. Ye.,.ir, I folloW!d the four lIOn up. 

Q. What had happened to the lights 10 the .ngine ~? A. I don't remember exactlY when they .... nt out. I believe lt was ~dlatelY. 

Q. Did any emergency lights come onT 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. Could you tell how MDT? 
A. No. 

Q. Was there adequate llluminatlon to allow you to leave the eng10e ~T A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Dld you subsequentlY return to· the engin. ~7 
A. Yes,.ir. ~d1atelY. 
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Q. Rev lOI>C .... it arter J'DU lett tile elll1De ....... , 
A. lIot IIOre than lO •• oond •• 

Q. And vbat d1d 'J'Du t:lzul wh.n you wnt !>&ok .... vbat d1d you dO when you wnt !>&ok' 
A. I wnt IDd oloa04 th. &head throttle' 

Q. And vbat d1d J'DU do u to the utern tbrottle' 
A. I did notbllll. 

Q. Wa. it open or .... it olo •• d' 
A. I don't kaow, I didn't look at it. 

Q. And what .... the .tatWl of the .t .... to the turbine at that t~, 
A. There vas .tw. atea to the turbine, )"ea. The turbine vu turn1nc ahead. 

Q. And did you tiki! ury aotion with respeot to it other than olo.ing the ahead throttle? 
A. Short4' att.r, when more men 0 .... baok dovn, I had them 010 •• the lII&1n .te_ bulkhead outott. 

Q. And what 10 th. eff.ot of that on .t .... into the engine ,..,..? 
A. It •• ourea all the u1n .t .... into the IlI1n ellline. 

Q. Do you know vbat happen.d to the .t.om1ng boUer tor your turbine' 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Do you have on:r oth.r ob.~rvat1on. of vbat ooourred in the art.r ellline l"OCIIII whioh would 
he helpful to the board in appreoiating the .ituation there? 

A. As far .. I OlD •• e, the 004' other tb1ll/ll that wre rea1.4' done dovn there .... that 
auxiliary .te ... vu .. oured .. muoh .. we oould do. That would be to the lowr level ODd the D.C. 
part of the .lectrioal board _a punohed out. 

Q. Was there on:r damage to .quiIJllOnt in the Arter Engine Room to your knowleageT 
A. Not that I oould tell. I looked down to the lowr level to .e. if there vu on:r bad floocIing 

or ma,ybe a ate ... leak down below and the 1lIOb1ner,y all ...... d to be running all right in a quiok 
look. 

Q. Did you have a ohance to observe the Arter Jingine Room arter the .blp vaa return.d to SubioT 
A. Yes, lir. , 
Q. Did you observe on:r additional dlllllqe at that t~, 
A. No, .ir. 

Q. And arter you lett the .ngine room tor the •• oond t~, wh.re did you go? 
A. I went up the outboard hatch, starboard I1de, wnt forward and aero .. the th-.t.h1ps pa •• -

ag.way to main oontrol and .aw that it had be.n abandoned already. It was full of _t.r and there 
were no men there. I vent forward in the inboard port passageway to the Forward nrerOClll. There 
wer .... n gOing down to •• e if there ""re ... n lett dovn there. I returned to the .tarboard o1de and 
went up on the torpedo deok, looked around up there, 0&110 !>&ok down and 1II!nt to the fantail to 
abandon ahip. 

Q. And, approximate4', how long arter the oollil1on vaa it when you lett the engine l"OCIIII for the 
final tilleT 

A. I would lOY ten ll1nute. at the lIOat, but it'. k:lzuI at hard to tell. 

Q. Petty Offio.r !'ritz, I have deUvered to you Ixh1bit 69, whioh baa been admitted into .videno. 
and appear. to be the bell book in Wle in the Arter Engin. Room. Do you reoollli .. it u """,II? 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. Th. t~. that are reoord.d on that bell book, oan you give the board ury help in det.no1n1ng 
the accuracy of the clock trClll which they were recorded, procedures tor ehecld.ng it and lof'orth! 

A. I don't know ot ury definite proc.dure to ohecking the t~ on the clook. 

Q. Do you reoall the olooka being oheoked by the quart.rIlI.tera at on:r t~, 
A. They I!'CIIDe down oecuional.l.y, but I don't mow wbat Ichedule it 11 or bow o:rten they are checked. 

Q. 1)0 I und.r.tand that to mean that you aloo do not reoolleot the lI.t t~ the olooka bad 
been cbecked? 

A. No, 'ir, I do not recollect. 

Q. You 1ndio.ted that you had. station in IlI1n oontrol under oertain oiroUllltanoe.. Does that 
... an that you .tood your _tohe. at t~. in the forward .ngine roam? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q. And how did it happen that you were .tanding in the arter engine room on tbl. partioular 
occ •• ionT 

A. Cblet •• tand engine.ring .ftioer or the _toh in IlI1n oontrol. Th. other leading petty 
otfioers in the division .tend their top watoh in the aft.r .ngine roam beoaUi. it i •• b1ll.et for 
.. tirst clul. 

Q. And when you .tood your watoh in the to.-rd engine roam, vbat 30b did you have up there? 
A. Throttl.ellan. 
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Il. I lee. Bow orten bad :rc>u .to'ld tho .... tche. up there? 
A. Every t1llle "" ""nt to ~ or during URREP. 

Il. You ""re the throttleman under thole circ.-tance.? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Senior Member: ROlf .bout .pecial lea detul! 

W1tne •• : Tel, air, then too • 

Counsel tor the board: Counsel bas no ~ther tueltiona tor this vitne ••• 

EXAMIlIATIOII BY II!:MBERS OF TIlE lIOAI!D 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Petty Otticer Fritz, you mentioned there were four men on watch with you it my recollection 
1s correct. So that there were a total of five men in the after engine room an the time ot the 
colli8ion, ia that correct? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q. W •• tbere no ""'ssenger on .... tcb in tho after engine rocm? 
A. )(0, lir. 

Q. Was it uouU to hove any sound powered telephones manned on the head .et in the after engine 
rocm? 

A. 1'0, lir. 

Q. Had this ever been done in your experle"nee in the atter engine roam? That 11, in your 
experience bave you ever seen watcbes stood Vbere a man vaa on watch vear1ns: head phones on a sound 
powered circuiU 

A. Under normal circumstances, no. 

Q. Under what circumstance. would tb1a take place? 
A. General Quarters, .pedal lea detul. 

Q. Was it usual not to have a messenger of the watch? 
A. Yes, lir. I would .ay at the t1llle it ..... uauU, When I first c .... aboard they bad ..... enger. 

of the watch, but .cmet1me before we did not. 

Q. Do YO\l. know vbyT Don't try to guess, it lOu don't know tor sure, then don't aay'. 
A. lio, air, I don't know why. 

Q. Fritz, would you review brieflY your experience, prior to coming to uss nwnc E. EVAIIS. Bow 
long had you been in the nuclear power program? 

A. I vas in nuclear power Ichool until April ot 66. 

Q. Starting vben? 
A. I joined the Navy, the 31st of July in 64. I ""nt through bent camp, through I!fI./A School, 

to lIuclear Power School and into nuclear power prototype and I was aboard the EllTERPRIBE fran April 
29th, 1966 until December 27th, 1968. 

Q. So uss nwnc E. EVAIIS i. the lecond lhip vb1ch you bave .erved for a regular tour? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Senior Member: The board bas no further que.tionl. 

Counsel tor the board: Petty Officer Fritz, you are informed thot you are privileged to make 
any further .tat...,nt covering anytbing related to the .ubJect matter of the inve.tlgation tbat you 
think Ihould be a matter of record in connectlon therewitb and vb1ch hoI not been brought out by 
previous que.tions. Do you hoVe anything to add? 

W1tnell: Ro, lir. 

The witne ....... duly warned concerning hi. teatUDny and withdrew form the board rOOlll. 

Senior Member: We will have a briet receal. 

The board recel.ed at 1400 hOurI, 24 June 1969. 

416 



• 

• 

Th. board opened at 1415 hour., 24 JUn. 1969. 

All per."". c""".cted wlth the .... ard, "'0 ... ra pr ..... t ...... the board r.c ... ed, wre .. aiD pr ..... t. 

eo....nd.r &. Victor Stevenl, loyal AIlltraU ... Navy, ... called .1 • vita ••• It, COUIl •• t for the 
board, val .worn ad ex_ined .. follow: 

eou..al for the board (CIa Cia .. ): You hay. be ... c.Ued ... wltD ... for thb board of 
iD" •• tisation ... ith i. iDquiriD8 iDto the circu.atanc ••• urrOUDdiD8 the colli.i"" of &MAS MltIOURR! 
and USS JIANt I. IVANS, blcau •• it fl underltood that you ha •• Ividence that .. , ... llt the 
board io thi' mv •• U ... t101l.. Undlt' ... tralia law .it 11 nlc •• aary to vam you, that you ., 
refu.e to anlver .ny que.tion the .alwwr to Which .., t.ad to eapo •• you to • peaalty or forf.iture. 
It viii b. for JOU to ral.e the objectiOD .. d for the .... ard to d.cid ..... th.r JOU ... t ....... r tb • 
... •• tioa. or DOt. 

UAMIlIATION BY CXlUNSIL POI. TIll IOAIID 

qu •• tion. by coun •• l for the .... ard (CDR Cl ... ) 

Q. Will you pl ••••• tate JOU full D_ and ratf 
A. Errol Victor StIV ... , COaaander, Royal Au.trali_ Navy. 

Q. Your .bip b 7 
A. &MAS MltIOUIIII. 

Q. .bel you were .p;oiDted to th.t .hip ...... 7 
A. III Dac&llber 1967, .ir. 

Q. III wh.t capecity' 
A. AI the lx.cuUve Offic.r. 

Q. CD you teU U ..... t pr.yiou. expericc. JOU ha". hed .. m lxecuU". Officer' 
A. Apart from a .hort period lD • ahore .ppo1ntment .... Executivi OffiCII', I ... eb. 

Ix.cuti"e Offic.r of &MAS VAHPII.I iD 1962 ADd 1963. 

Q. And baye you. COIle prlpared tod." COllllaftder. to ,lvI u.~ • detailed 'account of ~b. operatiOllI 
"'ich vera carried ou iD md around MEtIOURR! followlQ8 the colUa1on 7 

A. I hav •• 

Q. .bel to cable JOU to do that sr. cOOlprahaa1y.ly, b.". JOU pr.pered cart.iD DOt •• relat"" 
to the detailed .. tt.r. which took pl.c.7 

A. I hay •• 

Q. Ar. th ••• Dote' b .. ed priDcipally _ ob •• rv.UOD. "'lab JOU per.ODally _. at the tiM? 
A. Y.I, 

Q. And to the atent that they .re 'DOt, ar. th.,. b.led OIl raportl which .. re -..cta to you by 
other ,.rlonl in the .hip and ~ich you balieva to ba true? 

A. That i. corract. 

Q. You vill than hav. tha board'. perm1.liOll to UI. tha not •• to rafra.h )"OUr ....ny a. you 10 
.1"", if you wl.h to do .0. NOw, can you t.ll u ..... r. JOU vere .taUoned dur"" the tiM tbat JOU 
.r. ,0iD, to dhcu .. wlth ua • or wh.th.r JOU _ed ....... t, 

A. Do you vi.h _ to 10 ri&ht •••• 

Q. 
.t. 

No, no, jUlt in a.aral tarM. Vara you iD ODa epot or did "ou .",. aromlCl? 
I .... ed ArOUDd quit. cOD.iderably: 

Q. low thaD. com"" back to the basiniD" .... t vu the firot pipe over the obip'. broedcut 
.y.t .. which .av. notice that a colli. ion va. ~dlaa' 

A. I va ... l.p iD "'f bunk at tb. tiM d ....... ft and I .. __ ed by the pipe, "Band. to 
Cdllilion Statinl." 

Q. Cm JOU .iv. u. the approxilllato tiM of whaD th.t beppaDed' 
.t. It v .. 8J>proxi_t.ly 0314 or 0315 • about that period. 

Q. What followed tbat ..... OUDc_t 7 
A. '!'tai. va followed ..,. th. ,ipe, "Hand I to IlDeraency Station.", a.d the alarlll buzz.r ... 

pr.l.ed, the _rancy al&rll bw:Zft. Thh.,.. followed, _}molt '-dut.t" afterwardl, vith the 
pip., "Away all bo.t. ,It .ad the ftder v ... 11. liven to, • .... 1 .... lifa raft. ad l1fa buoy •• " 

Q. By thlo tiM of cour.a the collia1on had occurred. Ar. JOU able to .iv. u. JOUr recollection 
of the tiM of ito occurranc.? 

A. About 0315. "nih all h.ppaDed wlthiD a ... ry .hort period of U_. 

Q. What vu tb •• tate of train"" iD the .hip a. re,ard. the ."\llllPtiOD of ..... &Dcy ataU"".? 
A. Wa had practiced _rllncy Itationl a DUIIIb.r of time •• iDel w bad fir.t IOft& to ••• - aiDca 

the rafit at the end of January or larly Flbruary. We ault have practiced __ raeney Itation' at 
l.aat fi". or ois tu.. iD that period b.for. JUn. the 3rd. 
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Q. - did per._.1 r .. et to the ... noune_t OIl thi. oce.Ii",,? A. They moved very quickly to thair .tation. with no cOIlfud.on. In fact, I ..... quite a.tonl.hod at the 'p.ed with whleh th.y did IIIOVO to thlir _ ..... .,. .tation •• 

Q. 1. th.re ... ythiDa .l.e from your .. ot •• that you wi.h to add to th.t d •• eriptiOll? A. When VII 10 to __ rlllllcy .tation •• U the neD part i •• cl0'. up autoeuU,cal1y. 
Q. lIh.t dOl. NBCD .tmd for? 
A. Nud ... '.et.rioloaleal a, .. ical Damaae Coctrol , ... ti... I/e want to "St.t. 1. CondiU"" ZULU. whieh i. the hiahe.t .tate of d ..... e eontrol pr.p ... ed ...... Q. 
Q. And what .1 •• do wi.h to IIY in roa.rd to th.t Mtt.r? 
A. Apart from the d ..... e control parti ..... eh d.p.rtment hll it. own _raaney St.tion Wateh Bill. For 1nltance, the '.&man clo •• up by the boat • .ad ladder.. The .peclal I •• dutymen cl0'. up to emergency .teertng teeltlon. The .upp!y department IDe. to the ._11ey. and the variou. l •• uing point., and the electrical and ena1neerin. department. are mainly connected With the dcmaae control parti •• , they cia •• up ., pointed out •• rlter, their full .tate. The air department 1. cto.ad up to full flyln, .tate. Any per.ODn.! who haven't lot an actual detailed emergency .tation - they fall in on the flight deek 10 that they are available to back up any particular party or any particular part of the .hip which need •• xtr. handl to do what.ver job i. r.quired. 

Q. And did .n tho .. thina' h.pplft on thh oecuion? 
A. 'l'b.y.lI h.ppenod within ..... hortly .ft.r thoy piped. ·'Sand. to _r11ft"l' St.Uon .... 
Q. lIh.t h.pp_ad with ro.poet to the .par. band ..... tho fliaht d.eU A. 'l'b •• p.re h ... d. at.y.d .... tho fliaht d.et. It ... t h.v. b.... tva or thr •• toiDut •• ott.r tho .ctual colllo1an oecurred. l'd eOllle dOWD from tho bridal aad thor. wer •• DUIIb.r of •• _ ju.t .. ear the b ... of the i.lmd who hadn't ,sot _rlaney .t.tiona. '0 1 told th_ to 10 md uo1.t with aottiDII the ladder. and bo.to out. 'l'b. r •• t of tho b ... d •• t.yed tb.r. _til about 1.20 or 3.22. when they wore elearld off tho fl1aht d.et b.c .... of flY1na op.r.ti ...... 

Q. lIh.t va. tho .t.t. of the we.tb.r .t thi. tWo? • A. It VII Une with Httl. or DO vind. 'l'ber ..... aood '''1oibiHty •. 'l'b.r ......... tt.red ~1~h cloud. and • Il ... y "0 with no .... n.. 'l'b. _ ro ... t 2013 on tho 2Ild of JIm. and •• t .t 0748 on tho IIIOrniDII of tho 3rd of JIm.. 'l'bo ph ... of the _ vu thr.o day •• ft.r full. Sari .. VII .t 0516 .... the 1IIIml1na of the 3rd. 'l'brouahout tho rOlCU' oper.tiolll th.ro va. littlo eh ... 1n the.e condition. - a factor which undoubtedly contributed to the very rapid re.cue of aurvivor •• 
Q. _ wh.t happ ... ad followin. the 00111oion. Wu.tly. to tho _ •• eUon of USS IVAlIS. A. 'l'b. forw.rd .. cuon of IVAlIS flo.ted dOWD tho port .id. of H!L\!OtlIN! ... d Iradually •• ttled. S~. va. gradu.lly .ettlina fr ... tb. .ftor and of tho forvard •• ction. _til it fin.lly OInt about 200 yard, off H!L\!OI!RNE'. port qu ... tor .t about 0322. 

Q. lIh.t v .. ito oondit1on in tho v.t.r b.for. it .... t? A. I did .. ot per.on.lly ob •• ryo thh. but u I und.r.tand it. it rolled ov.r "" itl port .id •• 
Q. And that tl.mo of .intina. 0322. h th.t tbe tiM you your •• lf ob •• rved 1t or .... it r.ported to you? 
A. 1 did DOt '0' the port •• ction of IVAlIS at .11. 

Q. But you did, I lather, ob.ene the etern .ection? A. 'l'be .t.rn •• etion ..:wed .lowly down out our .tarboard aid •• touehiDa • f_ pi ..... UDtil it v., .brea.t tho .tarboard .ftor end of the f11aht doct whieh i •• b .... tho quartard.ct. It ...... cured to our quarterdeck at appmillltely 0325. 

Q. By what .an.? 
A.. I/o IIDrooled tva of our borthiDa lin ..... d •• cured it by ..... of th.t. th. _in •• were .1.0 .oved .lilhtly to ... i.t in hold ina tho IVAlIS .lona.id •• 

Q. ad frail th.t tWo OIl until tho •• cUon .... out off ..... there ... y difficult,. in .. int.inina it in th.t po.ition .l~.id. tho .t.rbo.rd quart.r? A. WheD I anived OIl the quarterdeck there val OD, line OD. AI I .aid earliar, the ... ther vu "ory Calli. It v •• -iDa .Habtly ••• liaht roll on it. but 1 .... DOt h.ppy with it cd ord.red another lin. brouaht out .... d. in f.et. _ finhhed up with tva lin •• boldiDa it ..... r.ly Cher.. So .fter the I.eone! line ... placed aero.. I .. quite happy. 

Q. lIh.t .... don. with r.opect to llf.r.ftl? A. 'l'bi. b.",enld wh ... tho pipe vu ud. to throw tho lifor.ftl ov.r tho aido md tb. llf.buoy •• It va. Minly tho tliabt doet por.OMe! who rol ... ed .ix tvnt,.-_ lif.r.ft. on tho port .id. whleh v .. n.ar •• t, of courle, the forvud' .ection of EVANS. Thera wre tWID liferaft. let 10 &011 tha Itam, OIle from each quarter on the .tem. Thare vere four lifebuoy. chrowa. froa the .tern. 
Q. D1d you ...... y _.r. of tho H!L\!OI!RNE' •• hip. c""'PlllY SO ov.r tho .id.? A. 1 per."".l1y did DOt ••• anybody Jump over the .ido. 1.1V people in tho _tor afterw.rd •• but I per.Oftally dld Dot I.a anybody the. There vere et la •• t a half a dOI_ of our .allor. th.t Jumped ov.r tho .ide mid oither __ directly to ... bt .,,"ivor. or to froo tho Uf. r.ft •• and eCMlleftcad tovina th .. to tlbere the lurvivor ..... 1D the vatel'. 

Q. lIh.t .... tho po.iUon with r.aard to _t.? A. HEUIOURN! carrle. thrae boat.. fte one on the port .ide vas our lllJIIber two _tor cut tar whieh VII wh.t ... c.lled ouw ••• boat. th.t .... _ed ••• t _i.t.ly _ it ... away withi .. two a1:aute.. fte Matral'l Jar'le •••• 



ro .. ~ 
~
r •. ··f 
, 

i 

~;:: - -~~" .. '.'-,-. 

ti~ 
~ 

.-~---- .. ---

c 
Q. I think ,.... c ... t.ll ... how .... y .um .... r ....... rllcued by ..... of th.t _er two IIOtor cutter? 
A. ... ..... r two ... tor cutter brouaht beck 29 .urvi_. pI ... OIl. ...., .. 11or. 

Q. Do,.... mow frca .... t part of EVAIIS th.t d.ed """1 .... heOftred? A. It .... r'covered from tho forv ... d .ectlOll of EVAIIS. 

Q. And for .... t period of tia v •• that boat iD _ T 
A. Th. boat contiDued in V" thrOUJ!>out the dq .. r'quired. to tho .t.m .. ctlon of EVAIIS onc. it bed b .... cut edrift. It vu 

Q. Wh.t va. tho next boat to "'ich ,.... ... re COIliDa T 

It did •• v.ral trip. aft.rword. 
.. archina .... t of tho d.y. 

A. Th. Ilut boat to let away v •• the Admiral'. larse which 1a on the .tarbo.ret altU' .U. of H!LID'OINI. The crew va. there but ". could Dot ,et it •• Y 1BDediately b.c .... tbe .tarn .actiOD. of EVAIIS in fact fouled ito lantry, and ... had to v.lt untU that vu el .... b.for. that lot _y. Thlt in fact picked up .1sht lurvivor. from the aftar 'Ictton. I'JD lOrry, frosa the forward leeti_ of hAllS. It .110 continued ••• rehina afterward •• 

Q. Y.I, ... d tho third boat? 
A. Th. third boatd il our utility boat ""ich il on tho Itarboard lid. forvord. Thil boat bed d_.d ito port Ihaft, port propellor ..,d port rudd.r iD HanUa. When we laUed, it vu boilt.d mbo.ret and the port .haft. port rudder va. tak8ft out ad tt.1 .. tne. wre put under' _iDt __ cI. At tho tia of tho collio1on tho port Ihlft vu out ad thl port rudd.r .... out, 10 th.r. _re hoI .. iD tho bottom of tho boat. Th. Itarboard ... iD., tho on. lDod propell.r, .... under _iDt_c •• w. t_r ... Uy pItched tho hoI.. iD tho boat with woodon plval ... lot it out ...... tb. It.m .ectlon of EVAIIS lot p .. t, put it down iD tho vlt.r ..,d aot tho ..,in. l0ina .ft.r. It .. 1t ha •• b.on about t_ or fifteen .inut •• before va could I_t the ..,inl, .tarboard .. ine, back iDto 10M lort of .tet. of working ordar. Tha control. actually at the ha1mllUD'. paaf.tiOD _1'. out • UDdar rapeir - but .. could let tho ODliDe to work by the onain.room IOUor, -in chua. of the ..,in .. , edj1lltina tb. Inaine by hllllll. Ivontu.lly, he aot it 10ina, but by thil tia, ... ich ... at b.ve beon h.ll put three, thera _re a nUllbar of other boat. 1n th. •••• I vu aot .0 .ura a. to how WIllI the 'econd onaine would work, I11III VI did not iD foct VII the boat for relcu, operation. 

Q. wU th.r. any r.quir_t for it .t tho tt.? A. ,.. far •• we could tell there vare .ufficlan.t boat. on tha .cne ad helieopter. for _ Dot to ule thil particulor boat. 
, 

Q. What .... don. with reaard to tho ledd.n? 
A. W. hay. two. W. hlv. tho port ... d It ... board drift.r ledd.r, ... ich il a rope I11III wir. ladder and rolled up whan not in Ule, D loon ., the ... raency .tation. vera lounded, thele _re in fact lovered. It vu jUlt a matt.r of knockinS a couple of luhinal off. Th ... vorl I_rod illto tha vater. The .tarboard one va. not u.ad durlna the actual re.cue operation., but the part ona val Uled to recover lurvlvorl from the forward .ectlon of IVANS and the boat. vere unloaded ther.. The port ac::ccmnodatlon ladder vu lowered and we riued .crmbling netl. 'l'h ••• &1'& ItOWMl 011 two declt. w. took them down to thr •• d.ck I11III lovered thllD from thr •• d.ck dow· to tho votorliD. on both lid ... Th.y wore allo uoed by people to S.t out of lif.rlftl end boatl b.ck on board • 

Q. WhIt are tho .pproximoto dt.D.lonl of th .. e Icr_lina ... to? A. The l.rOlllbllns n.tl are ..... of wir., ... th.y .... rouahly 15 by 20 f •• t. Th.y vary IUabtly :I.D 'lz •• 

Q. Which dt.Doion il thlt? 
A. W.ll, you .... put them eith.r vlY. They are 15 by 20, th.y .r. roct_lor • 
Q. What .... done .. tho It.m .. ction of EVAIIS c_ alonaoid. tho It ... board quart.r, end the b.rthins linel vore put into poo1tion? 
A. WI rialed two jvIopins ladd.rl and .100 ... ~um ladder down onto tho upper d.ck of tho EVANS. At the ... tlme, there Wire .cramblina net. that ,,1'. thrown from the .tuboarel after quarter of tho f1iaht d •• k down onto EVAIIS .vp.rltrvctur •• 

Q. Did you ... any peoplo from HELBOIlItNI uliDa thaf A. Yo1.. !h.r. vu • number of MltLBOUIlNE officar. -.d .allor. that ... t oa board IVANS ad carried out a •• arch cad ... ilted IVANS I. lurvlvorl onto Itr:LBOURNE both from the •••• s..pJ.aee over the quarter deck cad oyer the .uper.tructure onto the fli8ht d.ck. 

Q. Hov did they I.t down to EVAIIS 1 
A. Some aot _ from tho f1iaht d.ck, eith.r by jumpiDS or .ventually by the IcrOlllbUns n.t. Oth.rl vont down tho jumpilla ladder ..,d alUllinum ledd.r onto tho Item lection of tho upper d.ck of EVAIIS. 

Q. Wh.t vertical dlotonc. vorl th.y jumpiDa • tholO _ did? A. 1 p.roonally VOl on tho quarterd_ and wont down to EVAIIS by a jumpina lodd.r "'YlOlf. It val only about 11x to .iaht f.et, 1 thiDk. Jut tho .. on tho flllht d.ck it d.pended whon th.y vent. The flrlt poroonn.l, aI 1 underltand it, jumped onythina Iroa "v. to ten f.et. Th. other. v.nt down the .cr~l1ns nat •• 

Q. What cca you tell UI about the .earch throuahout the varioul .pace. of the EVANS whlch va. then conducted? 
A. When I went on board, it w .. n't UDtil I actually lot ontO the Itarn .ection of EVANS, tl.at I lolmed that p.rlonn.l had in fact sot down from tho f11aht d •• k onto EVAIIS. When 1 sot on EVANS, I val altonlohed to •••• _ of our ch,p" alrlady on bo ... d. I wondar.d bow th.y had lot tb.r.. I .ventually found out th.y hed COIN dow from tho f1iaht d.ck. I lpok. to the lonior offic.r. 
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I am Dot lurl of hil ~t in the .fter .aetion and checked with ht. what the atate of the ItH'll .aetion ..... I liked him wh.ther he h.d. in f.ct. checked throuah tho .. r!ou. cOlapart ..... t.. H •• old he had. At that .t .... I al.o .. t Lieutenant COIIII>and.r p.tter.on who had come d-. from tho fUaht d.ck and he told me h. h.d .a.. of hl. oh.p. there L~d they w.r •• tartlDa to ••• rch. So when the offlc.r on the EVANS told me that h. had already checked " we dilcu .. ed tho d_. " and h. VII of tho opinlon th.t the .tem .ecUon would not at.y .flo.t vary 1"",. I .lao .. read" on thl. allUlllptlon frOID wh.t I had .een. Between UI. we decided to tell .11 ~. ,.rlonnal to claar thl Item '.ctlOD.. Sona vent on up the quarterdeck md lome vwnt up by the tltaht dick. Thera vera I.veral of H!LIOtJRHE'. perlorm.el carryl na OUt • fin.l ch.ck d-. below d.cka. to confi .. th.t thar. v .. nobody 1aft 00 board. We dld not find aoybod., 00 board. 

Q. Could you develop. littl. further the r.a.on. whlch led you and oth.r penoo. to b.U.ve th.t th.t .ectlon m1&ht DO l"",.r flo.t? 
A. Before I wat OIlto the Itarn Ilctioa. thl draft, 1D. ." •• t1matlon, YU about two f •• t. The Item 'aetion w.' definitely higher out of the vatar. Thera val, .. I .ald, •• light movement on EVANS. The lupar.tnacture were falling down from tha.... The luperatructure y .. h:l.ttina the .tarboard qu.rt.r of the HELBOURNE·. fllaht deck and pl.c •• of auper.tructure war. f.lllaa down and I ju.t had the f.eU·na that .he wa •• what we de.cribe .. "lollina". which i' • lDO.t un.table condition. Then when we vent on board mid looked in.ide lome of the compartme'ltl the vater va' up to the •••• It mult havI been two or three feet below the upper deck level. Tbree war_ leveral hatch •• " ther. w •• on. in p.rtlcul.r up forw.rd I notlcad ... badly distorted aDO WIaldD't clo •• properly. I ju.t formed the 1mpr ••• lon that lt wouldn't l .. t loaa. 

Q. Perh.p. I dldn't und.r.tand you corr.ctly. did you •• y th.t tha draft than ... two fHt or tho fr.. board? 
A. What I _ant vu the upper deck. what i call 

• pproximately two f.et above the waterline forward. 
vater ~ tbat. 

Q. J)OWo by tho h.a<!. ill oth.r vord.? 
I.. YI'. 

tho upper dack •• ctioo of tha !VAlIS, ... 
'l'h •• tam .actiOll v .. -..ch further out of thl 

Q. What did you ob'erve about the behavlour and c_.ur. of tho !VAlIS aurvlvor. on the .t.rn 'ection ? 
A. I vII .... t imprea.ed wlth their .teadln ... and boarlDa. and the way th.r. va. ob.olutaly ftO .lgn of &y paniC or cOllfu.ion. 

Q. And hn -.y people ware ther.? 
A. I e.tt..t. and ln ch.cking. I think 'ppro"t..taly • h .... dred pert_ol _ro on board tho after .. cUon of tho !VAlIS. But at nO time dld I ••• a hundred ln any on. I"OUP. Thl. to boc ..... they were .cattered &rOmld varloul part. of IVANS. 

Q. Dld you form 10 impr ... lon •• to .ow ..... y of tho hundred. apprOKt..taly. had b.ao iIljured? A. Th.re war. DOt ..... y. I got the impr ... lon obout • h.lf a dozan of wh.t I would call re •• onably .eriou.. '1'h.ere were a number of other. witb ldDar cut. and .cratche. ad lllDor burn •• 
Q. How v .. tho operadon of latting th ••• hundred or '0 .urvlvor. frOID !VAlIS onto HELBOUINE carrlad out? 
A. I had a dl.cu •• ion with the I.'lior officer 1D IVANS ad between u. ad Liau.tnClt Cc -der 'atterlon. and I think it v.. Chief Alrman aearl' from MlLa)UUtl. VI pa.led the WOTd far the •• plap1e to evacuatl thl .tern .Ictiaa via thl fllaht dIck ad via thl quarterdlck. 1berl VU'I Ilveral other .LBOUINE peraannel there act. of cour.e. the IVAIfS per.onnal th_.lf. the,. wre helping I.ttina tho ch.pa off the .tern •• ctlOD. 

Q. Ii.ll. hevlDa lot the .11 off tho .t.rn •• cUon ..... t ... th_ d ..... 8beut It? A. Onc. wa lot av.rybody off tho at.m .actioo. at thl. tWo I _t onto tho quartardeck. I had • further vord rith 10 offlcer f .... tho !VAIIII juat to _fi .. " he ... qult. h.ppy th.t we had checked .varythlDa. 

Q. Are you obI. to idenUfy him? 
A. I don't mow whlch offic.r lt VII. Our aolill.arlDa offlc.r ... tharo aloo .... tho ... rt.rd.ck. Be i. our d ..... control .peclali.t. We conferrld onc • .ore about the .tat. IVAIIS ".. :In. tbe Item .. cU .... and how 10lIl lt .... b.for. lt va. likely to 10. Our _iIla.rlna offlcar ,ove the opinlon of five minute... I than raog up tho captain cd told hb th.t we had ch.cked. hed cl.ared tho at.rn •• ctlon of !VANS. and th.t I vII qulte convlnced th.t th.re ... nobody 1aft on board and I f.lt th.t "t .• would "iIlk very .hartly. It' advic ..... th.t we .hould c .. t the "tern .ectlOD of !VAlIS cl •• r. 
Q. How _y people. if I _y intarrupt YOU. concurred ill thl" Yi ... th.t .h .... 11ke1y to _ IIlnI<? A. Cartdnly lOUr Iftl1llHr offic.r ood tho offlcar th.t I "poka to frOID !VAIIII. 8.o"lna rune tho Captain aod told him wh.t the litu.don .... I then. tho _ina.r officer and ..,.alf • ..,t up to the bridl. and once ...... told the Captain wh.t VII had told him ov.r tho phon. ood a"antually I lot the ..... e to c .. t the.... Cot perad.lion to c .. t the Item .ection clear. 

Q. When v.. that don.? 
A. Tbll WO'. app1'OKiaat.ly. about 0400. and about 0401. ••• 

Q. In that parlod? 
A. .. .. W'll' lt .... actu.lly cut claar at about 0407. whoo ... c .. t tho 11lla. off. 
Q. And wh.t h.ppened to that "tarn •• CUOD th.r.aftar? A. It partly drlfted cl.ar and tho .hlp. _ina •• tho port .... In ..... liven. touch ahead to a .. lIt ln lattlDa ... claar. Than lt drifted .. tam. and tho \l8S!VDn"r r. L\JSON .hortly .fter c_ almlaa1de lt • 
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Q. All •• ld "'" ... what LUSOH dU with the Itan lacUOII' 
4. I took no particular notic. of thil. I noticad that .h ••• curad har alonaIU •• but what Ih • 

... actually dotna to the Itam aaction 1 do Dot ~. 

Q. !lay I nov eo.-der. uk you about the d.taill of tlte I"nivon' 
4. r ..... our r.cord. there were 199 per.OIUlI1 that I"nhad the collid .... &lid .11 wer. OIl board 

.LBOUIUI! by 0345. We b .... that 29 lunivorl .. er. picked up by our numb.r two .... tor cutt.r which .... 
tho port forw.rd boat. • ware picked up ill the Admiral'. 10 ...... 2 10; :,eUeopt.r &lid we .Itimat. that 
.bout 10 c_ ill liferafto &lid about 100 bo.rdad II!LBOUIUI! dir.ctly from the Iten I.Ction. by either 
the quarterdeck or the flia:ht deck. I am not abl. to br.ak th.t down a. to how _y c_ ill ov.r the 
flia:ht deck or how _y c_ ill over the qu.rt.rd.ck. W. are not ,ur. how the r_iIId.r of IVAIIS 
peroonnl1 lot on board. but wa think it alit have b ... by ow1moing direct4' to the port aide and coming 
on board .y the ladd.r. th.t hod b.an rill ad on the JIort .U •• 

Q. If rtty calculation. are correct. that would be about 30 per.ODI who.e _an. of I.ttina: to 
II!LBOUIUI! can't be .ot.blbhed. don' t you think? 

A. We have DO record in the Ihlp of thi •• 

Q. can you livo " • .,y information about other .hip.· boato pickina "p ... nivor.7 
4. To the beot of' II!)' knowledge DO oth.r ohip. 'boat picked "p .univor.. Certainly. I bow there 

v.. bo.t. from oth.r .hip. that .ctu.lly towed liferaft. back to the .hip but the chap. hod alr.ody 
aot iDtO the lif.raft. by th.t tima. No oth.r .hip.' b •• t. act ... ,ly brouaht back .urvivor. iD th.ir 
boat. There vere lot. of boat. quickly on the .c .... but by th1l tiDII everybody hod alraody _D 
I'acovered from the •••• 

Q. Now there v" 0"" U.S. lailer in a r.ther apedal pdlsitio';. was there not? 
A. Yel. Tbare wa. one -U.S •• ailor, the 11s;nailDlD. val in feet allcovel'ed in the vrackaae from 

the EVANS on the forward ... d of the fUaht deck. H. Wal rOlllOved to lickb.y IIftder:he .uporv1lion of 
the fliaht ~eck lickbay att.ndent. He .. a •• "b.aquently evacuated by holo to DARSARGE lind thtm I 
~der.tapd latel' a.hore. 

: 
Q. That wa. Iodrlsuez, wa. it not? 
A. That 11 correct. He. in fact, w .. the firlt pel'lon to I'each our Ilcthay. 

Q. 
deed on 

A. 

I think you have already .aid 
arrival. II that correct? 
That 11 correct. 

that OII.e .ailor picked up by the number two wotor cutter wu 

Q. Do)'O\; know what part of the .hip he VII taken from? 
A. lie had con. from the forward .ection of the EVANS. 

Q. And what number. were regarded al mis.ing and pre.umed to.t? 
A. 73 personnel. 

Q. What stepa bad been taken to compfl~ lilt. of the lurvivor. and the next of kin? 
A. Aa lOon as the lurvi·,orl .tarted eoming on board. we appointed an officer to coordinate the.e 

activities, and we dished out our next of Idn forru which were taken around to all lurvivora to fill 
In. Of eourle the lurvlvors were comin:., en board by different lourcel. different placel, IR) they 
were leettered quit~ a lot. Bat by 0440, al far •• we could tell, we had the names of all 
lurvivlng per.annel an board. 'lbey were .. ailted in thi. talk by lome of the officer. 10 EVANS. 

Q. What treatment in general tarma did the lurvlvorl I'ecelve? 
A. Tho.e that had come 1n from the forward I.ction that vera injured "I'e taken Itl'a1ght to 

11ekbay. ThOI. that vere injured that had come 1n from the aftar .ection weI'. taken dovn to the 
wardroom, which i. our emergency lickbay. Tbelr woundl wel'e attended to. They wel'8 then given 
dry clothing ad there w .. bot er cold dr1ob, ciaarett.l, .hoal, overaill ..s ao OIl in cloth1na: 
va. roady to .lIh out a. thoy required it. Than thor ..... a _al avanabl. for tho .. that _ted 
it and eventually we lot all of th~ lurvivorl, tho.e that .. ran't evacuated by helicopter, to the 
quarterdeck, and once "1'& thare were bot and cold dl'lnb, e1s;.l'ettel availabl.. We lot our band 
there to play to them and we lave them a bear i.lue befol'e they ver. lublequantly evacuat.d. 

Q. When val th. evacuation operation ea..nced? 
A. The avacuation c_ced about 0905 and va. COIIpl.tad by 1000. 

'I. How ware th.y taken off? 
A. They vere taken off by boato from Ju.t about avory ahip ill arOllDd - II!LBOUIUI!'. boato. 

IlAlSARGE boat.. In fact, jult about evary Ihlp that va. pre.eat .ent It. boat over .ad they formed 
a. ... I w.' ambarr ... ed th.re Val too ..... y boato th.r.. Wo had ..,it ........ wait"" to taka the 
... rvivor. off. 

Q. Wher. vere they taken to 1 
A. They war •• 11 taken to KEARSARGE. 

Q. I think you oaid the operation v .. completed by 1000. 11 that ria:ht? 
4. .y 1000. 

Q. I'd Uka to a.k you, C-Jlder. about the airoparatiOll'. 
A. After the pipe ''Hand I to collilloa It.tionl", c .. 09&1' the main broadc .. t, the .. in 'bread!ca.t 

pipe. do Jlot 10 over the flight deck autOlllOtleaUy. and rLYCO, which 11 our control cantor for flyi", 
operationl, piped over the fl1&ht deck bl'oadc&lt '~andl to collillon .tation.; take cover; brace YOU.le1f; 
aircraw abandon the Tracker". Than, ''8."d. to emara_cy ItatiOll8," we I'ebroadcalt over the fl1&ht 
d.ck .Ylt ... 110. 
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l-..diat.ly folloviDa tba colli. ion. rLYCO •• v. ord.r. for all aarvic.abl. h.lo. to b. r...-d. 
Air Op.r.tion. va. lofor.ad to ... t.r .11 aircrlWl 10 tho Iri.fiaa Roam. lna.diat.ly aftar 
bapact. tho f11lht dock t._ r1aled fira hoa •• at tho forward eel of tho fl1aht d.ck _ dow 
tho .tarboard lido. So. fo ... va •• prayed ... ar c AVCKt tueling polot .tarboard aid. forward 
whoro tllo .tom •• ction of EVANS had made contact cd cna.hed a r.fu.llog catwalk. "rhora ¥II 
allo • certain ~ of foam .prayed onto the .tarn •• etlon of EVANS. 

Q. Y... - 70u had """'" .earch lect.a •• tablished. I'll get you to produce .. plan of tho.e 10 
• IIDment. Jut up 'til 0540, 'how were tho •• earch lector' centered? 

• A. The ••• rch I.ctorl wer .. b.ned on MELBOURNE .1 the datum. vith • bil' of IIDr. t.lrcraft toward. 
thl 'ainking' datum .1 it Val f.it that lurvlvorl would drift at about the laae rata .. the ahlp. 
"arch aircraft wera u.ed .. inly within 500 yard. of MELBOURNE with .ome aircraft from 500 to 1000 
yard.. Iy 0540. Air Operation. produced a ... rch plan. All aircraft wor •• llocated to •• arch 
are •• and controlled on Launch/Land frequency fram FLYCO until about OSlO. when control of aircraft 
reverted to the Air Direction Room. The •• arch •• :tor. were baaed on the '.inkina' datum and 
covered out to 5 mil ••• 

Q. Now do you produce two do..->U and em they ba 1II&1'ked for idmltiflc.tlon •• Exhibit. 70 
cd 71. Exhibit 70. Annu A •• how. tho ...,v_U cd d.plo)'IIIIDt of holo. up to 064ST 

A. 'rhat 1. correct. 

Q. And do •• Exhibi( 71 l.b.llad. Annex B •• how tho ... rch a.ctora which _ra ".ed up to 05407 
A. That 1. conlet. 

CouIl.ol for tho board (Cm Gl ... ): eoun.olooa that tho .. t .... do..->u b. edIa1tted loto 
evidence al Exhibit. 70 adn 71. 

Senior -"ar: lIa will admit th .. oo ouch. 

QuOition. by c""".ol for tho board (Cont'd) 

Q. Can you t.ll .. I about the weapon. and electrical. B1tuaUon on 1IEIJl0URm:? • 
A. All .l.ctrical d_e control partiol .. d _rgency politionl wor. cloled up and reported to 

the Hoin Switchboard within 5 mio .. tal of tho _rgmlcy Btat1on. broadc.lt. An addittoual DC 
len.r.tor val pl.c.d on tho DC ring main. mid the .. in Iplit into itl emergIDcy .t.t. with all DC 
len.rator. on load. No luppl1 •• were .ffected by the col1l11on. thu. r.o further alteratloa. to th. 
dbtribution .yet ... v .. r.quired. urgent c.ll. were rec.ived for additional lllhtlng 10 all 
weather d.,k .paC.I on >oth port mid .t.rboard .id •• of tho .hip. "rhb va. provided by eling 
portable: flooct 8I\d "amoke" light •• towed in the Main Switchboard and Damqe CODtrol lockerl, .. 
wall al riUl.I.a runl of f •• toon light in .... t ·wo.ther apac... A majority of tho hiBh froquecy 
tran.mltting aul.t. on the .tarboard .id. were broken or dCDllled when the .fter •• ction of EVANS 
floated down tho .tarbo.rd o1de. ... tenq>Orary wir ... rial woo r1aged for tho 602E tran ... itter 
and it v.. 10011. back on the air. 

Q. :Coamander. now coming to the l.at matter. the hull _4 enalneer1ng po.ltion, can you tall u. 
about that 7 

A. Immediately following the colll.ion, tbe .hlp ..at to Emera_oy Itation. and initial ••••• -..ut. 
war. mad. of the d_. forward. Ap.rt from a fr •• flood to numbor on. trim tank. and a olav flood 
in number two trim tank, no water va. being taken to any compartment I and there va. no rille. of fir •• 
With • view to the .hip letting underway in due cour... .horing operatiDa. vere commenced .. ainlt 
,,_bar lixt.en bulkhead. which iI our collilion bulkh.ad. from five dock down to tho .... 1. "rh1l 
.... rk v .. d.layed by tho n.c ... ity to _ty .toro ro ..... but v .. comploted by 1300 on fivo and 'u 
d.ca ond in numb.r thr.e trim tonk by approxlJoat.ly 1500. When emersoncy part i •• clo.ad uP. 
an s-di.t. ch.ck woo llede throughout tho .hip for on,. .hock or whip d_. cd non. woo d.t.cted. 

Q. Cen I ju.t l.ad rou on what r_in.? I. it correct to lay that tho .. in .... 10 •• r_ined 
at s-di.t. notic. for full _r until .pprox1matoly 1030 - that '. r1aht 7 

A. 'l'hattl correct. 

Q. And that after .x_nation of underwater damqe by diverl certain operationl vera taken in 
r.lation to nuabor two trim tank7 

A. "rhat i. corr.ct.dr. 

Q. And wh." tho Ihip .vmltually lot undor way .b. v" able to achi.ve a .peed of 15 bot. md 
VOl Dot in .. y h .. ard on tho voyage to S iDa.pore? 

A. That 11 correct. 

Q. NOV. eo-nder. I thlok you want to ,.y ..... thlng 10 rel.tion to p.rticular atter". 
Fir.t1y. In re •• rd to your t.mpr ... ion of tho beh.viour. lenorolly. of tho EVANS crow. 

A. 1 would 11a to I.y how lmpre .. ed I woo with tho Itoadlo." cd the ,ood dbcipllo. of aU 
the EVANS ... rvivor.. "rhere ..... ablolut.ly no panic. cd I val ...,.t lmpr ••• ed with the quiet and 
orderly manner in Which they evacuated the Item .ectlon. 

Q. You vonted .110, did you not, to oay ..... thing .bout tho II!:LBOURNE par._.l who bo.rded 
EVANS 7 . 

A. I would like to ,.y that I woo al.o v.ry lmpr.l.ad with the MELBOURN! p.r._.l. particularly 
tho .. who went from tho f11aht dock onto tho Itorn •• ction of EVANS. It woo a dark. unf .. Uiar .hip 
th.y wer. lolnl ooto. cd thoy had no bowledgo how 100& the It.rn I.ction would It.y .float. 

Q. And havo you lot ..... thing to .ey about tho cr ... of tho bo ... mid h.Ucopt.r.7 
A. I would 11a to apr ... ray admiration for .11 tho crewa of .11 tho .hip'. bo.u .,d the 

boUcoptor. who lot -1 00 quickly cd I.arched for atremely long pariodl without my reo t. 
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1 wuld p.rticul.rly 11b to apr ... my edlll1rat1on tor the par.onnel who ~--"' into the •••• to ... ht 'urvivor. ,from I£lJDURNI. becau.e it v., dark .t thi. t1ma and they hed nO bowled," of what lCLBOURNI'. movement. wre IOing to be. 

Q. Are"., able to identify any of th .. by n_7 
A. 1 can identify ...... of tho por.onnd by n_. but va ara in tact •••• IIIIAS MELIIOURNI 10 in fact. writing • lottar offioially abouC thi. livin, all the n ...... d 1 faal that it wuld bo unf.ir at the moment if 1 left ...... n_1 out • 

Q. P1Irh.p. arr .... _t. can bo made for • oopy of th.t lattor to be • ..,t to the board? A. 1 viII .e. that that i. done. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR GI ••• ); toun.el have no further qua.tionl. 

Sp.nlor member. We viii have a brief race ••• 

The board recelled .t 1505 hour •• 24 JUne 1969. 
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SC!nior Member: The heartng t. open. 

~11 persons connected with the board who ~re preAent when the board reces~ed were again 
yrC'.IH'nt. 

C!:N. Errol Vic-tor Stevenlil, Roy,,1 AU!IItralian Navy. was recalled as a wttne"" by counul for th,. 
board. \.'"p remind.ci that he- was "Ull under oath, and t •• tified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COO!ISEL FOR THE Ba.\RD 

It.\ue'<UCI:1S hy cOllnlllel for tht". board (CDR Glass): 

~. I aRk you ftr~tly. whether you recall seeing the moon when you came on deck after the 
C'('I1, ld.:tn'l 

A. 1 ca~not pt"r~on!lly recollect seeing the moon. 

I,J. C:~fI y III rC'collect whrther thp.re W'IS or WA~ not 8 co.,dttion of moon - lieht? 
.\. T~ere cert.dnl)' wa!ll moonlight . 

~. I bel{pve. Commander. that you are able to account for some of the debris that orilinated 
t·! !:\'.it.::S anC! ended up on parts of l'oltLBOURNE. 

A. Thltt'" correct. 

Q. We are firstly interested t~ the ASW Group One badge. Whst are you able to tell the 
bo~rd Ahout that? 

~. The ASw Group One badge was in the center of a piece of metal approxi~tely nine feet by 
3bout four f~f't. Thh piece of tft('Ul Ie; what I refer to as the main piece of EVANS' debri'J, wae; 
e~hf'~"jed on the port bow below the flight deck at about the port IInchor. 

'(' ~Ol", I have here two photographs showing the port bow of MELBOUR...\'E. I have .been {Ilrnlshed 
~dth coordinates by which you can ider.tify a particular .quare And 8lso with interro.,l coordinetes 
iC y:'l'J can ide~t1fy 8 pftrt of the square. Can you, .,. those"means. establish in each photo where 
!'.:t~1 discovered the.e pleCf'R of meta! • 

. \. The actual bridge WAS situated in H-9. The pie-ce of metal in fact runs from Lt!1A-Q through 
M-Q to ~0VEM3ER-9. 

". 1"1 relation tn thOle :3 squares. what letters will enable us to establish the podtton in 
t~. 3 sc:uare!';~ 

tach f'f 
sidE- of ECHO. 

these squares is ~ubd!vided. The badge was in fact, the bottom of ECHO. the l~~r 

Q. The bottom side of ECHO coming to Hot:L, 1n which .qu.re? 
A. In llIKE 9. 

~. ;'!IKE 9. Th.nk you. 

Co~nsel for the board~ Can you identify that photograph first? 

Counsel for the board (CDR Gla •• ): It i9 requested that. photo which i. identified as Print 
3an':O be admitted into evidence 15 Exhibit 72. 

Senior Member: Yel. It may be. 

EUMINATIOl( BY COUNSEL rca TIlE Ba.\RD (Cont'd) 

~.stlon. b}' counsel for the bOlrd (CDR Gl ... ): 

~. :low, turning to Print Ar.:FA. which counsel Ilk .. to be marked for identification as Exhibit 
73 at this .tage, can you give us the coordinates to •• tablish where the badle wa. found ir. this 
ph~to? 

A. It would be GOLF 3. 

~. And in GOLF 3, what letter7 
A. It would be CIIARLIE FClXTRar. 

~. GOLF 3 lorge Iquare, CHARLIE FacTRar _11 Iquare, 

Senior Member: Ixhibit. 72 and 73 are admttted into eVidence, Commander. Can you •• y whether, 
C~nder. the badge wa. attached to that piece of debria to your knowledge or va. it a •• ociated 
~dt~ it? 

A. It va. actually paint.d on that piece of debri,. Tb.t piece of debri. ,hown in the photogr,ph 
is the one which h.d the badge painted on It. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fca 'fIB Ba.\RD (Cont'd) 

~ueAtlons by counl81 for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

Q. What wa. the approximate .lze of the metal fragment which the badge wal p.inted on? 
A. Approxl~t.ly 9 f.ot by 4 f •• t. 
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Q. With the cre.ter lensth In the horizontal direction or verticIl? 
A. The Ireater length w •• In the horizontal plane. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BCl\III) 

Questi~ns by • member(UDM Stevenlon) 

~. i~' big vas the badge? 
A. The badge wa. 3 feet in diameter, lir. 

Cou:rse' for the board (CDR CI ... ): Has the board any further que.tlon. on the subject of thE" 
bad.e: 

~f'SttO!l5 by the ~el\lor member: 

"co And ,,·hat disposition has been made thua far for that piece of debris? 
A. Th~t piece of debris ts .t present being retained on ~mLBOURNt'& flight deck, lir. 

'C. HIve you received ultimate disposition instructions for it? 
n. Yes. sir. When! left th. ship on Monday, we had instructions to Bet in touch with the 

~S~O L, Sir.gapot'f' for him tn tllkp. cU!'Itody of it. 

£enior Member: Thank you. 

Senior Member: The board ha<;. no further questions on that paint. Counander. 

EXAl1I:.AnON BY COl'NSEL p~ THE BCl\III) (Cont'd) 

~uestions by cou~8el for the board (CDR Gla •• ): 

~. ~ith respect to any other debri ••.. 

Se~ior ~mber: Commander. excuse me. One of the mem~er. h8. a question. 

EXAM!:;Ancm BY THE BCl\III) 

~uestions by • member (CAPT Anderlon): 

~. What I wante~ to ask, Commander I is where was the piece of metal. Wa. it on top side or 
t~'E> bottcm nr to'as the top of the badge aft or fOTWard with relation to MEUOURNE? 

oJ\. The b1.dge wa. roughly in the center of the piece of _tal and the piece of metal VIS s&flin:<=t 
~2!..!:,..n;.::Z·$ side. SCI fronl outbolrd looking at :-tELBOURNE, you could .ee the inboard side of thf!t 
piece of metll. The badge W8. against MELBomL~'R ship side. 

Que.tions by a _er (CAPI Davidaon): 

\,J,. ioiHE~ you say inboard, you mean inboard to EVANS, don't you? 
;.. The inbl)ard side of EVANS ItructUZ'e was showlng outbolrd of the MELBOURN!. 

Senior Meaber· That co~;lude8 for the ~nt the questions on thlt lubject, Commander. 

Counsel for the board (CDa Cla.a): Yee, air. 

EXAMINAnCli BY COONSEL F~ TIlE BCl\III) (Cont' d) 

:JUellltions by coun •• l for the beard (CDR. Glass): 

~. i:ith regard to any other pi ace of debris which ca .. from EVANS and ended up on MELBOUk.!:E. 
ca~ you ide~tlfy its louree in EVA~ And ita location in MELBOURNE? 

A. I cannot identify its .aurc. in EVANS. but we discovered pieees of boiler brick and boiler 
brick keys in the number 1 trim tank. Number I trim tank hae the hole on the atarboard aide. 

Q. An~ aplrt from the description you have stven. you can't further identify the origin of the 
fra~nts in ~VA~~7 

A. I checked with our Engineer Officer and be atlted that theee pieces did nat belong to thp 
:~UOUR':'~. But he could not definitely flay that they came from EVANS. 

~. Nor if they did. what part of EVANS? The parta of the boiler? 
t'l. 11e ••• ured me very confidently. HP !'aid they obviously came from EVANS. but be couldn't 

tL~tf.fy where. 

~. ~ere there any other pieces of debri8 you could identify? 
There ~~re no other· pieces of ~ebris that I could identify. Althought we had some potatoc~. 

:.:C' rli!;coverd snem deCAyed potatoes in Number 1 trim tank which obviously could not have belonged 
to :~:..BOL'R:iE, but not!ling elllle thAt I could podtively identlfy. 

Gt)unsel for the board (CDR Glaas): Does the board hive any que.tions on debris? 

Senior Member: Yea. 

UA'IIt:ATIO:I BY TIE BCl\III) (Cont'd) 
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Q. CDR Stavon., thrOUCh variou •• ource. the board hal been notified th.t different lte •• of 

debris have been recovered after the collision. Included aaona these to name JUlt • couple, were 
lome crypto materiel recovered by the Fleet Communication. Officer. The bOlrd In itl vilit to 
MELBOURNE •• fter tha ship w .. In drydoek, viewed. ploc. of el.ctronlc equipment embedded In the 
forec.atle of MELBOUlNE and '0 on. In addition, you hey ... ntloned I few. Would it be poI.ibIe 
for you to draw I. nelr • complete lilting '1 po.libla, tOSltber with prect •• indication. of locltion 
oaeh va. re"overed and tr.n..ut that to the bo.rd by ..... e? 

A. Yel, 11r. 

Q. We would like now to .weep toaetber III the fr .... nt. found on thi. lubject into one document 
ond feel that you would be In the be.t politlon to do thi •• nd would .pprecl.te lf If you would 
take care of it upon your return to your ship. 

A. Yes, lir. 

Senior Member: Thank you. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL Fat Til: BCWID (cont' d) 

Questlons by coun.el for tha bo.rd (CDR Gl ••• ): 

Q. Returning to the lubject of survivor,. We are given to understand t~t there wa. an earlier 
report of a larger numb..er of lurvivor. than were later actually estabU.hed. Are yoU able to thrm~ 
any light on that? 

A. This came about because there were •• veral haDdina out Next of Un Ponu and the .urvivor. 
weI'. Initially acattored In different ploce. In the .hlp. And.ome people In fact fill.d out 
more than one form. It was only on ,ubsequent checklng • on checking names a. oppo.ed to the number 
of Next of Kin P~ • that it wa. dilcovered that we h.d duplications of lome of the •• forms. 

Q. What was the orlg1nal figure •• you rec.ll t vh!ch wal later dtscovered to be erroneou!? 
A. As I understand it, there wa. a figure of 213 .. ntioned at one ltage. I dontt know if 

there vere any other f1sur.' quoted. 

Q. We ha"" heard. figure mentioned of 216. V .. that ev.r mentioned to you? 
A. I dontt recollect the figure 216. No, .ir. 

Q. WI. any .. dical a •• i.tance •• k.d for or provided by any .hip tn coapan,.? 
A. I do not know whether HELBCQ.n a.ltad for .dlcal aUllatanee. I Imow .dieal a •• i,tance 

was provided. 

Q. By whlch .hlpo? 
A. If I could ju.t check ~ li.t. 

The witne •• referred to some nOtes. 

A. Doctors came from USS KEARSARGE, ICYES, AUltralian Ihip. PAltllAHA'l""U, SUPPLY, VAMPIU:. and 
STUART. 

Q. And did heloo from other .hlps take p.rt In the tr.atant and return of aurvtvor.? 
A. ileUcopters from USS KIWlSAlIGE were quickly on the .cene. Thay took part 1n the aearch 

and ln the transfer of the medicIl, both doctor. and patlent., between the various lhip. and from 
NELBOURlit back to KIWlSAlIGE. 

Q. Ware you 
.ectton after it 

A. I wa •• 

familiar with the foct that two of IVAII5' offtcer. had I .... to tha EVANS .fter 
had b.en calt off? 

Q. Did you ••• t_ c.rry out thi. oporaUon?j 
A. A. I under.tand it. ju.t to make ..... that .... aft talkina: about the ._ .cene, I arranaed 

for I boat for tha Executive Officer of IVAIIS and I think It w ....... of the .nal .... rina officer. -
thare were ather key pereonnel. They left our etarboard forward 4riftar ladd.r In a boat to 10 
to r .... b.rk In the stem IOction of EVA115 after we had ... t It adrift. 

Q. What were the a"".na_nCo mode vlth thOlD at the time vlth n.ord to .-icattono vlth 
them. providon of a boat for them and thlnas of that natura? 

A. Cklr boat val to tab them acroll and to lie off EVANS .tem .. ctton, ao the,. could .ee 
MlLBClJRNE at the .... time, 10 to be available to be catted back to MELBOURNE: or to 80 back 
alongs: de EVANS. 

Q. We. thare any underotandlna at the time of bow lOfti they ...... ld be _? 
A. Ther. wa. no ti ... limit fixed on thl. at all. 

Q. Were there any cOBllUn1eationi .,.rt hom the u .. of a boat bet_en MELBClala an:f EVANS? 
A. If I und.rotand It, we hId an aldlo lllht In the bo.t. Ve al.o hod • portable volkl.-t.lk~ 

In the boat. 

Q. And In the end, bow 10fti _re they lone from IIIILBOUINE .. you r.collect? 
A. I'. not lure how long they were away. I remember tta eoxawaln of thi. particular boat, 

Lo.dlna So_n Varley, t.llinl .. that ...... body ln I.USOII, IlSS I.USOII, had a.ked or toli them they 
... ren't to SO alODgllde or they ... ren't to SO on board the .tem .. etlon. 

Q. And .1d they c""'" back to IIIILBOURNE or 10 to I.USOII. do you r_ber? 
A. If I _ ""are the officers frOll. the party _ Hnt aero •• to the .tem .. etlon of EVANS, 

did not COIDO back Into ~ II LBCIIJIlNE. 
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Q. C.n you tell u •• ny.hing about liferaftl and their employment which didn't coae from MELBOURNE? 

. A. There were several Itferlfts from EVANS, USS IVANS, In the ar... I.m not lure of the exact 
number because I underatand lome of the other shipe recovered lame of the 1iferaft.. But thare were 
definitely lome from EVANS around. 

Q. With .. e,ard to lifebo.tl, v .. the Numba .. 2 IIotor Cutt .... 32 foot ntchene ....... ed boat? 
A. It VI •• 32 foot Kltchener aeered boat. 

Q. Did you have in .ddition .0 the bo ... DIOntioaed, he"" • CeIIlni DinghyT 
A. We hed • Gemini Dinghy. 

(,J. Will' that used for personnel rescue? 
A. It w.~ ~ot used during the rescue operations. It VI' u.ed in the lub •• quent a.arch operation •. 

4. At what atage w.s it put into the water? 
A. I do not know eXlctly, but sometime after Dddday. 

Q. Can you tell UI if Iny consideration wa. given to ule of MELBOURNE'. pump" to check the 
In£1m,1 of v.ter into EVANS? 

A. Yes. CDa (E) and myself dllcu •• ed, on the quarterdeck. whether v. .hould ery or ¥bether 
we eould do anything for the .tem .eetion of EVANS. A. I _ntioned in IIY .arlier .vidence. we 
thought 1t was too late. 

Q. 
on the 

A. 

Heve you viewed 
fli,ht deck? 

f .. OM outbo ... d of HELBODRNE the amount of illumin.tion th .. own by .he .oon111ht1na 

I heve not. 

o.l. What about other 1ishts from ~LBOUR..~? Have you viewed them from outboard? 
A. I have never aeen MELBOUltNE' a navig.U",n Hshts on from. outboard. 

Q. Could you give u. an eltimate of the period of ti .. i~ which all of :he .urVivora were 
picked up out of the water? 

A. The 1aFt survivor came OIl board HELBOUllNE at 0345. The vast majority of the .urvlvorl were 
on board shortly after 0330. 

Q. Was thl~ last to arrive taken from the water? 
A. He v.. picked up by helicop ..... 

, 
Qua.tlon. by • _ .. (lAJIM SteVtIUIOI1): 

Q. lIid you heve free evi_r. in the helicopt ... ? 
A. 1 do not know what the individual crew. wre. atr. 

Coul1 •• 1 for the _ .. d (CDS Gl ... ): Counael he. DO .......... tion •• t ebb .taS., ai". 

S«nio .. Memb ... : The _ .. d he. 110 fu .. ther .ue.tion. of CDS S .. ven.. _ve .. , I would Ub to 
exp .. e .. my pe ... onal vi ... the. the .... cue ope .. ation •• upervi •• d and ca .. ried _ by IIIAS H!UOIIIII! 
l_dietely foUov1na the coUhlon, ...... upe .. b pi.ce of vork. And I he"" DO doubt thet the 
.ne .. getic and c_t.ut vay in whlch H!LBODRNE vant about thb contribu •• d to the •• vina of Uve •. 

CDS $tenn.: TbaDk you, ai ... 

Coun.el for the _rd (CIIIl Gl ... ): The .. e 10 .... f_l _t .... , .i ... 

IIlWIIllAn~ BY COOIISEL P(II TIl! lOUD (CoIlt' d) 

Qua.tlon. by couna.l fo .. the _rd (CDS Gl ••• ): 

Q. Could I •• k JOU, c-nde .. , .0 id«ntify thi. resbta ......... rel.ting i:o the .tarboard .... ft 
of IIfAS H!LBOVIII!!. In pa .. ticul ... do the.e en.ri •• relat. to the pe .. iocl of .he 2nd .ocI 3rd of June? 

A. Ve •• that 1. correct. 

Q. And I vould aloo like you to ldentify thb •• cond re.b ...... rel.ting to the ._ pe .. locl, 
wi th .. e.pect to the port .... ft of IIIAS H!UOUlIII.. 

A. Thet 10 correc •• 

Coun .. l for t ... boa .. d (CIII!. Gla .. ): COIID.et off .... the fl ........ ord lnto ev1d • ..., ••• Ixh1btt 74 
and the .econd •• Exhibit 75, on the baai. thet va uy lnclud. photogr.ph. tor the ".cord. 

Senior ~er: Let UI accept tho •• 11lto .'rid ..... 

Coun.d for .he _ .. d (CDR Gl ... ): CIIIl S •• ven., you he". • p .. ivil •••• t thi •• tage if you wi.h 
to exerc1 •• it. of _kina. further Itat._nt of any Mtter relatilll to the II\lbj.ct of the inquiry 
the. JOU .hink .hould ba pl.c.d on ... cord which he. DOt ,... ba.n fully b"OUSh. out by .h« .ue.tiona .0 d.te. I. there .ny.hins that you wi.h to .. d? 

CIIIl S .. von.: I have DOthina fur .... r to edd, ai ... 

Counoel for the _ .. d (CIII!. GI ... ): Are you abl. to t.U u. if .here 10 .ny o.he .... ecord .. elating 
to the .tarboard .haft tn addition to the one that baa ju.t heen t.adered tnto .videnee, or il that 
the only .. eco .. d kept of oper.tion. in thet .pace? 
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CDR Stevens: I am afraid I do not know the _D.wer to that. 

Coun.el for the board (CDR Gla •• ): Thank you. 

The witness wa. duly warned, excused. and withdrew from the hearing room. 

LT Robert Jame. Burnl, Royal AUltralian Navy, ... call ••• 1 • wttnea. by counlel for the board. va. duly sworn, and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATlOO n COONSEL PCIt Til! BClUID 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR GI ••• ): 

Q. LT Burns, you have been called 8 •• witne •• by this board of tnveltia.tion which 1. inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collsion of HHA5 MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS. because it 1~ understood that you have evidence which ~y assist the board in it. {ttY.lttg_tion. Under Australian 1.w it 1s necessary to warn you that you may retul. to an.wer any que.tion, the _n.wer to which ~y tend to expose you to penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raiae the objection and for the board to decide whether you must answer the question or not. Do you under.tand that? A. Yes. air. 

Q. Would you please state your full name and rank? 
A. Robert James Burna. 

Q. And your rank? 
A. LT, Ropal Auat~.lian Navy. 

Q. And are you a member attached to HMAS MELBOURNE? 
A. I am, sir. 

Q. Since when have you been 10 attached? 
A. October 1968. 

Q. And what duties have you been assigned in MELBOURNE? A. I'm the diving officer, and the officer in eharge of the quarterdeck part of the .hip. 
Q. 
A. 

then in 

What experience and training have you had a. a divipg officer? I q~llfied a. a Clearance Diving Officer in June 1963. And I diving jobs, or in .mall ships. working with diver •• 
apent IDOst of my tiJle ainee 

Q. Can you tell us where you were when emergency .tationa were piped in the ship? A. I was in my cabin. 

Q. Where did you go? 
A. To take over the quarterdeck. 

Q. And when you got to the quarterdeck. what did you find the poaition there with regard to lifebuoys? 
A. All lifebuoys had been relesled or thrown over the aide and aome liferaft. were being thrown over the side. 

Q. How many lifebuoy. are atored there? Can you tell? 
A. Four. 

how IUny? Q. 
A. 

of the 

And liferafts. in number. 
I'm not quite aure of the 

quarterdeck. 
number. air, but there is quite a ~ on both aide. of the vicinity 

Q. How many liferafta on the quarterdeck did you aee get in the vater? 
A. I didn't aee one actually thrown over, but there were at lea.t 4 I know of in the water in the viCinity. 

Q. What was the firat action that you took? A. I .aw a chap in the water abo wa. in trouble. I jumped over the .ide and vent to hil aid -to help him out. 

Q. Where was he in relation to M!LBOORNE? 
A. He was in the water coming down the .tarboard .ide 20 feet. The ahip atill had lome way on it at that atage. 

of HELBClJRNE'. quarterdeck. about 10 or 

Q. When you got to him, what did you do? 
A. I put him in a liferaft, well. towed him over to a liferaft. I uled hie t-Ihirt and the drogue of the liferaft to bandage him up. character I heard calling out in the water. 

put him In. 110 had .""'" injuries. 
I left him and went on to another 

Q. Well, before you leave him now, will you tell u. what hi. injuri.a were? A. He •• emed to have been crushed. Hi. left aide wa.... Well. I think he had • broken rib. I am not a .. dical man. but I think he had a broken rib or maybe a couple of broken ribs e~d he va. coulhing up a little bit of blood. And he had a .... h.d arm. 

Q. Could you a.certain hi. name? 
A. Bo. I didn't. 
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Q. Well, you got him inboard that raft, didn't you? 
A. Yel, 8ir. 

Q. And at that stage, how far .... it from HELBOUiNE? !low far w .. the raft from HELBOORNE? A. About 150 to 200 yard., sir. 

Q. And where did you go when you swam away from that raft? 
A. Well, I heard lomebody e1.e eal1!ng out in the vater and I .aw ... n in the vater when he w •• about another 150 or 200 yard a further away from the ,hlp. I awam over to him and took him into another liferaft. 

Q. Where wa. that liferaft that you lOt him lnto. 
A. It was pretty cloa. to the polttlon of the Itf.buoy.. It val one of EVANS' liferaft •• 
Q. In a moment I ~11 get you to draw a diagram of relative po.itiona of the.e 1iferaft. and lifebuouys. Will you be able to do that? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. While we continue with the narrative. what wa. this lecond man's condition? A. A little bit of .hoek, and he had an injurod loft hand. 

Q. And,.' I think you .aid, you got him Into the •• cond liferaft. A. Ye., IiI'. 

Q. Wore you waring a Ufe jaeket yoursalf or not? 
A. No, dr. 

Q. Were you using any gear? 
A. No, dr. 

Q. Well, where did you proceed frOM that aecond raft? A. Well, I heard people calling out in the water, and it appeared to be from MELBOURNE'a port quarter. I knew where the bow of the EVANS waa and I .wam over tn that direction. I couldn't find anybody and I returned back to the laat liferaft where the .econd chap val. 
Q. Well, what distance did you swim from th~ aecond raft to where you heard the voice. on MELBOURNE IS r;ort side? 
A. I have no real ide., lir. I wwam around for quite a while checking liferafta out vhile I went pas t them. 

Q. When you got up to where the voice I were Coming from, did that bring you near vhere the bow section of EVANS wal1 
A. About half way from where the liferafts were to the bow aeetlon wal, air. 
Q. Can you tell UI the name of the a.cond man whom you put in the aeeond raft? A. He was an SID and I understand it to be G-o-L-T-Z, from California. Be hl:d .aid that he had reeently jotned the .hip when I _s talking to bia. 

Q. Well. you diltCovered that, didn't you, when you WIInt back to that .econd raft the •• cone! time? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. Well, having gone baek there and e.tabU.had bh _, what n. the next thing that you did? A. I hod with me a fl •• hing re.eue light, vhieh I trained in the diraetion of tho New Zealand .hip BIACKPOOL .nd their 3 in 1 whaler e_ over and piekod up the raft that we ... re in and another raft and towed u. back to MtLBOVllNE. 

Q. Where vas thil other raft that you towd along .ida? A. It _I about 20 yard. from the raft that I put the .aeond ebap in. 

Q. Wa. that _ty or did it have an)'One in it? 
A. It vaa empty, .ir. 

Q. 
A. 

in the 

Where w .. the fir.t raft by thio .tage, with the tint ourvtvw? It vas back clole toward 1 the .hip. I couldn't actually lee it, but there va. a helicopter immediate vieinity of the raft. 

Q. And al I think you .aid, BLACKPOOL'. whaler towd the two raft. baek to MELBOUiNE? A. Ye., .lr. 

Q. Now, would you be able to make a draw1na on that board over there, uI1na a felt tipped pencl1, which give. u, • rough idea of where you recovered the.e _n 1n ralation to where lCUUlJI.NE was at the time. 
A. That'. the stern of HBLBCIJRN£. sir. and the ,tern of IYARS alona side. 'l'be flr.t survivor va. pieked up at approximately thio position. The .eeond one mora 1n that pooition. The bow of EVANS when I .aw it in t~. vater. val in about thil ,o.ition, appeared to be over here .amewhere. 
Q. All risht. Now. would you put I under the firat ''Xn where you picked up the fir.t lurvivor, 2 under the .econd "XII and "V" next to the bow of the BYANS. Now, can you slve u.a a rough idea of the distance from the "LBCGUm' •• tem to ''XII 1 aDd to ,'Xu 2? A. Oftly an e.ti.atlon, .ir. That waa about 150 to 200 yard.. Thi. va. about the .ame ... ybe ju.t a little further. 
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Q. Between the two point., ''X" 1 to ''XII 2. 
A. Yel, alr. And I wouldn't like to .Itimate that one at all, .ir. It va •• lot further than 

I thought It va •• 

Q. Where wa. the area where you tnv.atis.ted hec.ule you heard voic •• ? 
A. Down in this area here, lir. 

Q. And when you were wwimming around there. did you come upon any people 1n the vater? 
A. Not ~eople In the water, lir. A motor cutter wa. operating 1n the ar •• , and there .. re I 

couple of liferaftl in the ar ••• 110. 

Q. Well, the area that you t.v. delcribed .1 the ar •• where you .wam {nv •• tll_tins, it appears 
there with. Itraight line with. hermes type of .erpent entwined on it. II that near the mark? 

A. Yel, air. 

Q. Thank you. Could you resume your I •• t, pl •••• ? 

Q. I want to .sk you about liferafts. What 1iferaftl did you I •• in the water during your 
swimming operations? 

A. There were three or four American raft. in the ar •• and I noticed about 4 AUltralian rafts 
a. well. 11m not sure where .ny particular onel ware. The tir.t lurvivor was put in to an American 
~aft. There was an AUltralian raft very clole by then. The lecond one went into an American raft. 
There wal another American raft clole there, and two Australiaa rafts another 20 yarde .way. 

Q. Well. would the pooltlon be that you hac! IIIOre raft. in the water than wre ulla<! for In 
the eituation that you {nv.,tisated? 

A. There va. definitely plenty of raftl. 

Q. In that total ar .. , would 8 be, 4 Au.tralian and 4 American. the number of raftl that you 
perlonally encountered? 

A. A. far as I can remembet, there were about 8. Yel,-.-.t.r. Plul 4 lifabuoy.:t.n the ar .. , 
and lifeboats in the .ame position. 

Q. I. it your belief that no one would have been lost for want of • liferaft or lifebuoy in 
th.t area astern of MELBOlIlNE? 

A. That's correct, sir. 

Q. Did you see how long it wa. before EVANS bow aection •• nk? 
A. I ha;1 no idea of time throughout the whole of it. 

Q. Do the SAR divers come under your authority, Ueutenant? 
A. They work for the Commanding Officer of the helicopter .quadron. I am relponsible for their 

diving practices when they are not jumping from helicopters - their routine monthly diving. 

Q. Are you able to tell us the extent to which they participated in the work of the helos that 
night or any other ~ •• .-e work that night? 

A. I have no idea about the helos that night. They were employed all during the lublequent 
day. 

Q. With the helo.? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And by day, you .an Itarting from what time? 
A. Well, I went up onto the bridge at approximately 12 noon, and the sky diver. vere up in 

the helicopter. at that .tlge. 

Q. And you don't actually know when their employment began? 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Can you tell U8 what illumdnation was available 1n the area in which you were .wimming? 
A. All the llferaft. hod a .eacell llght on top of them. There wore smoke flare. thare glving 

off .ome lilht. There was illumination from helicopters in the form of s.archlilhts. MELBOURNE's 
boat. were uling aldis lights and damage control light.. BLACKPOOL's boatl were doing the lame. 
The escort .hips that were closing in on the area were uling .earch lightl and lignal lamps to 
illuminate. 

Q. Well, would you .ay that the state of the illumination left nothing to be desired for rescue 
purposes? 

A. It wa. just about as bright a. day, .ir. 

Counsel for the board (CDa Gla •• ): Counsel offer. 1n evidence Exhibit 76, the drawing which 
now Itand. on the .a.el. By your authority, I viII mark the at.m of the MELBOURNE with the letter 
t'M" • 

LT Burnl: Y.s, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY CWNSEL F<II Til! BClUJ) (Cont'd) 

Question. by counsel for the board (COR Gla •• ): 

Q. 
any of 

A. 

We ar. intere.tad to know LT. 
tho Ufo .. ving a.ul_nt? 
Rone whataoever, lir. 

whether you noticed any cales of malfunction with regard to 

430 

n· ... r,.'.·. ".1'1'. ".'''"1-0 '(-. f : .. " ". "< y. ... '.ir' 
Lv;" .. ,-",iti .. 



~ :.-' 

" . 
. -~ 

1 
I 

~
" ..... ' .. 

~ ;" 
~'-" ;.-, 

( o 
Q. On the contrary did you notice the equipaent you .aw function properly? 
A. Yel. air. JUlt about every raft I w.nt into, you could hear the .&. bleeding off, &. it 

wal • fairly warm night, and there wa, excel' .&. in the raft •. 

Q. And did thi. apply to both Americln aDd AUltrllian rlftl? 
A. 'Ie., 8ir. 

Q. I think you have allo laid the lishting arrangaaentl in resard to all thl life lIving 
equipment functioned properly? 

A. The I •• cell lights vere working on .ach one I vent to. air. 

Q. Whit lort of lishtl did you cll1 them? 
A. Seacell lights, • cell when lmmer •• d In •• It vater ••• 

Q. S-E-A-C-E-L-L? 
A. Yel, air. 

Counsel for the board (CDR GI ••• ): Counael hal DO further qua.tlonl, 8ir. 

Senler Member: The board haa no further que.tiona. 

Caun.el for the board (CDR Gl ... ): L1: Burn., you have the riSht if you vilh to ute any further 
.tatement regarding matter. under tnv.ltlg.tion. that you think should be placed on record. and 
which hal not yet been brought out by the questiona to date. II there any additional matter which 
you wt.h to introduce? 

LT Burna: No, air. 

The witne.1 WI warned concerning hi. teltimony and withdrew from the hearlll1 room. 

Senior Member: There will be a brief rec •••• 

The board recel.ed at 1622 hour" 24 June 1969. 

, 
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The hearing opened at 1635 hOuri, 24 June 1909. 

Senior Member: The hearing 11 open. 

All peraona connected with the board who were preaent when the board receased were ap.in 
prelent. 

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing. It il nece .. ary to point out that an7 perlon 
Who has been told be il a witnesa, or who JUlY be a witness, is asked to withdraw trc. the board 
room. 

Lieutenant Gerald W. Dunne, U.S. Navy, vu recal.led as a witnes, by Counae& tor the board, 
reminded ot his previous oath and testified aa follavl: 

EXAMIIIATIOII BY COlllISEL FOR THE BOARD 

~uestion. by Coun.el for the board: 

~. We have already advi.ed you of the lubject _tter of the inquiry and of JOur own perlonal 
rights in the mtter. Lieutenant Dunne, in your prior appearance before the board, you were asked 
questions concerning event. prior to the collision. At this time, it la the desire of' the board 
to examine you as to _tter. immediately at the t1JDe o~ the eoll1.1on and f'ol.l.ow1ng that. Do you 
understand? 

A. Yes, .ir. 

~. At the tblo of the collision, early in the JDOrning of 3 June, vIlere wre JOuT 
A. I Was asleep in 1lI¥ stateroan in after o~t1cer'. eountry. 

~. And what .... the first notice JOu had of _ .... thing """ .. ? 
A. I wu thrown out of' 7I1Y rack and landed on the deck by tile door. The ahip le""d to be 

over on its alde. 

~. You ... re thrown to the deck and what arter that? 
A. The ahip was over on it •• ide and I landed over b¥ the door of -.;y atateroom. 

Q. And. hov long did the ship remain over on ita aide, could you tellt 
A.· lIot "'fry long, it righted itlel!' almost ~diately. 

~. And what happened then? 
A. I tried to get out of 7I1Y _tate room and had a littl.e difficulty at first. The drawer. from 

underneath rtJ.Y bunk had landed next to the door &nd had jlUZllled it shut &nd I couldn't get out right 
away. 

Q. And what is the apecif'ic l.ocation of' JOur particular at&teroom? 
A. It's the most forward stateroom after otticer's country. 

Q. Do you know the approximate frame DUIlbert 
A. About tr_ 100. 

Q. And was there any vater in your roca at thia time? 
A. Yes, sir, there wu about a toot ot vater I believe. 

Q. Do you occupy a roam by yourself'? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And what oction did JOu take after JOu managed to open the door? 
A. I got out tbe door and ran out into the pas8&ge~ and there vaa still a lot of' water. 

I aaw a couple of a&1l.ors running around and started to yell tor people to go to seneral quarters 
and ,et condition ZEBRA set. One sail.or walied up to me with a and aaked _ wbat to 
do with it and I told him to go up to the wardrOClll and .ee the doctor. At thia point I didn't 
realize that the Ihip had heen cut in hslf'. 

~. What was the atatus of the lighting in JOur part of the ahip! 
A. There was one emergeney battle lantern that came on right outside 'IIf:/ atateroc... 

Q. Did you notice any battle ].anterna that were Dot on at this tblo' 
A. No, air, I didn't. 

~. Was that the only one to JOur knowl.edge in the ncinityT 
A. Yea, lir. 

~. Can JOu identify the man with the 
A. I believe it vas Epperaon, one ot the .upply people on the lhip, but I'm not positive. 

~. And what did JOu next do? 
A. I ran up the Itarboard aide heading for crc >'h1ch il IV general quarters Itation,' till I 

got to the point where the Ihip wu cut in hslf'. At that point I IIlW the bow of the MELBOllRIIE. 
It looked like it .... about eftn with the port aide of the Ihip at that tiM. r thought I law tbe 
bow of the EVAIIS about 500 7Vdl any, but I'a not lure. I Ill" a ·1lb ......... t there and I tbeught 
it val. 
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Q. D1d you obaerve anything part1cular a. to Ml:LBOtIUIE 1n the way of lighting or anything 
of that nature? 

A •• Bo, air, I didn't. 

Q. Following your d1lcovery that the bow had heen cut off, what d1d you do? 
A. I .... nt back to the fantail and when I got bact there, Mr. Covert va. telliDg peOple on the 

fantail to .pread out. Then I - there 11 a hatch on the fantail about two feet high and I .tood 
up on 1t. I d1dn't ~ anything about taking eaao&Dd, but I realized that I va. the .en10r off1cer 

• pre.ent on the .tern of the .h1p at that po1nt. 

Q. And what d1d you do 1n the way of orpniz1ns the per.on. on the fantail? 
A. Well, the nr.t concern I had .... that I thought ........ re going to .ak pretty quiCkly there 

• and we had ac:ae injured people and I was lure there VU laDe that couldn't n'im. So I had thOle 
that couldn It swim raile their hand and asked tor a exchange ot ~ife jackets from those who were 
good swimmers for thole who couldn It swim. 

Q. What action d1d you take to locate additional life 3acket.? 
A. Mr. Hiltz, the Weapon. Off1cer .... looting around for life 3acketa at that t1JDe. He came 

up with them .hortly after that. I can't • .", exactly haw long but"" faally got the belt type 
life jackets back there and I believe everyone had a life jacket when "" got all tho.e back there. 

Q. What action d1d you take with re.pect to life raft.? 
A. I .ent the DCA up the .tarboard lide tOo-

Q. By DCA you ... an wbat? 
A. Damage Control A .. i.tant, Mr. Lare, to try and put our boat in the vater. I had noticed 

it hang1ng there by one of the davita when I .... nt up there, and I thought it would .till neat 
if we could eut it down. He was unsuccessful in that and I believe he got two, I believe it was 
three of the EVANS' life rafts over tbe aide. AJ.ao, Ii not1ce.t1 that the MELBOURNE vM al.ongl1de 
at this t1JDe, and I noticed that MELBOURNE had dropped 3 or 4 of here life rafts off her .tern. I 
lent First Class Signalman Pruden and one other ae..-n OYer there to try to bring them alongside. 

Q. How d1d you direct them to do that? 
A. I. told the F1rat Class S1gnalman to go over there and try to get thoae life raft. alongl1de 

here. 

Q. My question meant, how was he to get them alongside? 
A. He was to aw1m over and pull them over. 

Q. And d1d he do that? 
A. He swam over there, but he was unable to get them alongside. 

Q. What did Pruden do at that t1JDe then? 
A. Well, prior to this i. the inc1dent I think you are talking about. Shortly after I got 

back to the f'anta!l., Pruden and one or two other .ailors came out of' tbe hatch I was standing on. 
Pruden reported to ... that all the living apace. back aft vere clear of people and they had .et 
ZEBRA back there. 

Q. Had he done that on his awn init1ative! 
A. He d1d that on his awn initiat1ve. 

Q. And did Pruden then remain in the life raft to wh1ch he had .wum? 
A. 110, he c .... bact to the .hip. I don't recall see1ng him after that but I'll oure he c .... 

hack to the .h1p. 

Q. To your kncritledge, did the !VAlIS' life raft. inflate in a norul MDDer when they vere 
released? 

A. Three of them inflated, I don't know whether they •••• what procedure. they .... nt through 
to get them inflated or whether they inflated by tbeoulelve8. 

Q. After the MELBOURNE .... alongside, what actionl were taken to secure the !VANS to the 
MELBOURNE? 

A. My own perlonal knowledge ot what vent 00, I don't know. I vas back on the rantail. the 
entire time. 

Q. Were you able to determine that there had been lome linea pa.sed? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. What measures were taken to remove personnel, first of' all. to treat the injured personnel 
on board !VANS? 

A. There .... re a few first aids kits on the fantail. They ""re trying to bandage those that 
were bleeding and comfort thole that were burnt •• IlUCb &. they could. We gathered them all. together 
on the fantail and &8 loon .. we got the vcrd that we were up &longaide tbe MELBOURNE and there was 
a ladder over, we lent the injured over to be removed from the lhip. 

Q. And bow .... re they removed? 
A. Some ot them eravad up the ladder that are ab1e and the other. were hoisted up on .tretehers. 
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Q. And what efforts vere made. in addition to the ones you reported lIT Pruden. to detel'lll1ne 
that there vere no survivors remaining below in tbe .tern .eotion or EVAIIS' 

A. Well. I think it wu about rive lIlUIlute. arter Pruden reported to _. the Chier Engi.Deer 
oome baok there and reported that the main engineering .paee. were olear or people. I told him 
to get a oouple or hi. engineers and go througb the atter .. otion again enauring that all the 
people were out and that ZEBRA was .et bant there. 

Q. Did you subseiluent:!J' reoeive a report f'ram bim? 
A. Yes, air, I did • 

Q. And what ..... the report? 
A. That ZEBRA was set and there were not any per.onnel back there • 

Q. Did you receive a report &I to the conditions or the throttles of the engines' 
A. Yes, air. Mr. Covert reported that be had .ecured the after plant. 

Q. Did you observe any personnel frOID. MELBOURNE COllIe aboard! 
A. Yel, lir. I only remember .eeing two ot them, although I underltand there were JIOre. I 

.aw, as I learned later, the Executive Otr1cer wu on the fantail and another man. I donft know 
it be was an officer or an enlisted man, 

Q. And what did they do when they were aboard? 
A. They were trying to verity that we had everyone orr the .hip or out or the apaee. down 

below. Mr. Covert and I reported that we bad checked and aouble oheoked the apaee. and that every­
one ¥as out. 

Q. And to thi. tia had anything ocourred whioh obanged your llind that the .hip Jllight be 
sinking, 

A. It .eemed to be going down by the bow .till and I tbqught it ..... ,going to .~. 

Q. Could you tell bow much freeboard there wu at the rorward •• ction or the .tern .. otion? 
A. It would just be a guo... Another thing that led lie to believe that there was more going 

wrong was that I heard some noises traD where I thought vas down below, and &8 it turnei out, I 
think it was MELBOllIUIE' s rlight deck rubbing against our .tack. But I thought it was po .. ib:!J' 
bulkheads g1 Ying way. 

Q., Do you know it water was gOing into the forward engine room during this period? 
A. I kne, the forward engine roan was flooded. 

Q. Did you reoei ... any report as to the extent of tlooding? 
A. I was told the forward engine room was tloaded just below the hatoh going down the main 

deck passageway, and that the after flrerOClD. wall taldng water. 

Q. Approximate:!J' how long after the oo111l1on 41d you begin removing personnel !rom EVANS 
to MELBOURNE? 
, A. I would .ay 20 to 30 Jllinutes. 

Q. And how long wu it until all perlonnel were reIIIOYed? 
A. I would lay it onlJ' took about 10 llinutes to get everyone off. 

Q. And what was the basis tor the deciaion -to remove personnel trc-. EVANS' atern? 
A. I thought the ahip ..... linking. 

Q. Was this opinion ooncured in with anybody elae with whom you oonsulted? 
A. The Chief Engineer. Mr. Covert. 

Q. And prior to leaving the ahip. did you alEe any errort. to .areguard an;y _terial or any 
.art' 

A. Other than aetting ZEBRA. no. lir. 

Q. And did you subsequently come aboard and. do any safeguarding action"l 
A. Yes, lir. I CIIZIIe back the next morning, I think it YIU about 0800 or a lltt1e later, and 

aecured the classified material in my stateroom and went through the rest of the Officers' staterooms 
back aft and pioked up whatever classified .... terial wa. in the open. 

Q. Was that the .ome day? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And where was the !VAlIS at that tiaT 
A. It was in the same position where the collision occurred. 

Q. Was there any other .bip along. ide at that time? 
A. Not when I tirst got aboard. while I was aboard. the LARSOII 0 .... alongaide. 

Q. Would you state the circumstances, then, of your SOlng back aboard EVANS to do this task? 
A. I was on the MELBOURNE and the Executi ... Orfioer and III:Ysell and the aupp:!J' ofticer and the 

first clus peraonnelma.n aboard ahip went back to aecure the pay recorda, the personnel records 
and the ola .. 1tied _terial that ve could rind. 
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Q. lIhat.1 the bub of the deo1l1on to return! Bad you by thi. tble determined tbat it 
-.y not he .inking? 

A. It ..... till atloat, and we thought it II1sht not lint .0 we wnt bact there. We weren't 
allowd to go right on board. The LARSON apparentl¥ had heen put in charge of what vu going on 
and they had a damage control party on board. So w .topped at the LARSON for about a half an 
hour hefore they let us go back to the .hip to MCure this aterial. 

Q. lIow returning to the initial period arter co111l1on - could :vou .tate the .tatUI of dhc1pllne 
on the .tern .ection of EVANS during thil period? 

A. It vas not aD)" problem at all, Bir. The crew did ezactl¥ as they ... re told. They behaved 
in II. manner that made IDe proud to be a member of the erev. 

Q. Were there any individual performance. that you think were worth¥ of mentioning to the 
board? 

A. Yes,.ir. I believe the performance of the Plr.t Cko. BignalmaJ:l Pruden going through the 
after section of the ship at a point when it appeared to me it waa sinking and I'm sure that 
everybod7 else had the ..... thought. lie went through there _king lure that all the people were 
out of there on his own initiative and came up and reported. it to _. 

Q. Any other individual performance.! 
A. Yel, air. LTJG Covert did a very good ~ob. lie vu thinking clearl¥ and dOing hi. job 

properl¥. Secured hil plant and made lure all of hi. people ""re out of there and conducted a 
.earch and reported to me everything that he .... doing. 

Q. Did you oblerve the actions of MELBOllRJIE after :vou ""nt aboard with re.pect to the treat­
ant of the crew of EVAIIS! 

A. Yes, .ir. They ""TO well organized and ""re functioning OD>Othl¥ when I got aboard. Taking 
a 1IlUIIter, the injured were all. taken to one area and the reat of us were all. taken to the wardroom. 

Q. After your reboarding of the EVANS to remove cJ,.ul1fied llaterial, what d1spo'!,ition did :vou 
make of that material! " 

A. I brought it back to the KEARSARGE with me and .towed it in one of their .ate., .ir. 

Q. And the subsequent disposition arter that time! 
A. I took it off the KEARSARGE and .towd it in a late on the base here. 

Q. After the collision, did you notice any lII&l!'unetlooa ot equi];lDeDt which affected the rescue 
operations in any way? 

A." No, lif' not off hand. 

COUD.se~ for the board: Counse~ have no further queltiona tor thia w1tDela air. 

EXAMINATIOII BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the Senior Member: 

Q. Mr. Dunne, were there any medical officer. aboard EVANS at the time of the collision? 
A. There was • Chief' Corpsman. 

Q. Were there no other corpsman? 
A. There vas • sellJDlLn that worked for h1m. He vun I t d •• 1gnated al a corpsman. 

Q. Did be .urvive! 
A. 110, .ir. 

Q. Did t,e Chief lurvive? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Were first aidl kitl aTaHable to you in :vour work on the fantail with the wounded? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were there adequate numbers of them? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were they adequatel¥ stocked! 
A. I can't Bay for sure. 

Q. Did you feel the need for additional materials for first aid at that tble! 
A. We might have needed aomething for the burna. We didn't know what to do for the people 

that were burned. There didn't aeem to by anything in there to help them out. 

Q. There was no burn ointment or dre .. ing of any kind in the tir.t aid box? 
A. I can't aay that, air. 

Q. You felt the need for additional burn material? 
A. Yea, lir. 

Q. Did it become dil.irable to Ule a ledative or pain killer of any type tor any of the wounded? 
A. I donlt belleve 80, lir. They wre hurting but I didn't hear a.oyone aereuling or &n7thing 

11ke that. The thought didn't cro .. III)" mind at the tble. 
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~. Do you Ir:IIow _ther .,rphine .... in the fir.t aid Id.t. or not? 
A. I donlt know. Itr. 

~. But you didn't feel the need of itt 
A. Bo, lir. 

~. Do you have any .... nt on the .tate of d_ .ontrol training of DBS ftWIII: E. !VAlIS that 
.... revealed by the reaeUon to thil 001111100' 

A. I think our d_ oontrol tra1ning otate .... ta1rlT hish, _ir. I think the orev reaeted 
Yell, and I think"" did all right al tar II _ping the _hip in _hape after the .0llb1on or what 
vas len of it. The battle lanternl thet I heard about all worked. And the, .... ll I didn't .ee it, 
but just what I've heard that the d_ .ontrolDon were running around trying to get the job done, 
to .... ke lure ZEBRA Y&I .et. Aotuall,y it Y&I .. t right a~ by perlonnel in the • __ ntl II it 
Ihould be. 

~. Were there ..ore than just l'1rot Clu. Signallllln Pruden who .. silted in letting oond1t1on 
ZEBRA? 

A. Yes, air, tbere wre one or two aailors who wre nth him and I underltand that acme ot the 
engineering people were going around allO. I d1dn't lee that IQY'self' .. 

~. Do you know of any in.tanoOl of your own knowledge in vh10h battle lanternl did not funot1on 
aa designed? 

A. I know of no in.tano ... 

~. Were any noh in.tanoel reported to you oeoond hand' 
A. 110, lir. 

~. Did you not1oe any lIIllfunot1on of ~ llfe oaving equipment in ~ nTl 
A. Ro, lir. ,. 

~. You 1nd1oated you wre red1str1but1ng a number of llfe jaeet. vh1l:h vas IIIIlller than the 
number of people. Bow do you aooount for the faet that there ""re not enough llfe jaoket. 1lImed1atelT 
ava1lable? 

A. This ..... 1lImediatelT aner I got baek to the fanta1l, dr, and "" hadn't had a chance to 
break them out yet in the different plaoe. where they ""re .to""d. There YOre ..... ltapolts that 
""re .to....d on the mein deck that ""re out and the.e are the one. that I Y&I try1ng to pt 
redistributed • 

• 
Q. Were life "acketa .towed at various central point. around the .hip or vas each man issued 

hi. own and required to keep it vi tb him? 
A. They were stowed at various points around the Ihlp)81r .. 

Q. Were there llfe jo.ckets in the berthing ccmpartment.? 
A. I don I t believe 10. 

Q. Did you not10. any in.tanoe of lack of training in ~ particular pner&! area of training? 
A. No, sir. I can't .~ I did • 

Q. Do you have an:r c .... nt on whether the emergency llghting prov1ded by de_1gn in the .hip 
vas adequate under the circUllitances' 

A. M:r only o ..... nt would be trail I.oond hand infDrlllltion, and as I under.tand it, the llghting 
in the forward part of the .hip laved quite a fe .. llve. up there. 

~. In the forward part of the .h1p' 
A. Yes, lir, and in the after part of the Ih1p, I under.tand that the people that ..... out of 

the forward engine l'DOIII ftre able to find their 1I1Q" out due to a battle lantern right over the 
hatoh. This 11 second hand infDrllllt1on. 

~. With re.pect to the jobl that you told 'l&r1oUl _le to do below declts, did you receive 
any report. that it Y&I too dark to do what Y&I needed to be done? 

A. 110, lir, there ...... d to be plenty of battle lantern. and tla_hllght. available to people. 

Senior _r: I haw no further que.Uon. of Lieutenant DWIIlI. 

Counsel for the board: I have on. further, if I MT. 

EXAMIIIATIOli BY COUliSEL Fe&! THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel tor the board: 

Q. You indicated, I belleve, that &ner you had broken out llfe jacket. frcc all the storage 
op&Ces, .veryon. had a llfe jaeket by the time the .hip Y&I ahando.1ed, .11 that correct? 

A. Yes. lir. 

Senior Member: I have another quesUon. 
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IXAMIllATION BY _8 or THE JIQARD (Cont'd) 

Queltionl ~ the Senior Meaber: 

Q. Mr. Dwme did )'Ou give any condderation or did an)'ODe elle to )'Our Imowledge sive 
condderation to attOlllPt tc check tha tlooding 1IIl1ch had been reported ~ meanl of tha ship'l 
equi_ntT 

A. Mr. Covert reported tc lie that he tried to get tha die.el going and couldn't get any power 
"to run hiB PUIIIPS down there. Be couldn't locate a P250 PUIIIP that ha had back art • 

Q. Be could not locate the _, 
A. .0, .ir. 

Q. Is thiB a piII"t&hl.e pump' 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. How do )'Ou interpret that report that ha could not locate the PUIIIP' 
A. It either wasn't in the damage control. locker vbere it was supposed to be or it V&I knocked 

l.ooBe. 

Q. Do)'Ou Imow why the dielel ..... not available or would not start, 
A. I underltand it did Itart, but we couldn't get the board tc vork. We ftre afraid at a tire 

down there alia. 

Senior _ber: 110 further questioaa. 

Counsel tor the board' Lieutenant Dunne, at thil time )'OU are privileged tc _ any furthar 
statement covering anything relating to the lubject utter at the inquiry that )'Ou think lhould 
be a matter of record in connection tharewi th which hU not been tully brought out bot tha previoUl 
questioning. Do)'Ou have anything tc add' " 

Witness: No, air. 

The witne.s was d~ warned as concerning hi. testu.ony and withdrew frem tha board rocc. 
Lieutenant (junior gradel Jeffery W. Covert, U.S ••• 'Y)", wu rec:a1led aa a vitne •• by counsel for the 
board, reminded of hi. previous oath and testIfied as tollows: 

EXAMIKArION BY COUNSEL l'CI! THE JIQARD , 
Questions ~ Counsel tor the board: 

Q. We have already adviBed )'Ou of the _ubject .... tter ot the hearing and ot )'Our own per_anal 
rights in the matter. Lieutenant (junior grade) Covert in your prior appearance before this board, 
you were asked questions concerning events prior to tbe collision. At this time, it i. de.ired to 
examine )'OU a. to _tterl :Immediately at the time at tha collidon and tollowing that. Do)'Ou 
understand? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. About 0300 on tbe .arning of 3 June, where were you? 
A. I was asleep in Ir;Y bunk in the after otficer '. quarters. 

Q. And where 1s your rOClD in after officer's quarters located? 
A. It's on the u.1n deck, in the after auperstructure on the main deck level on the port side, 

the furthest art .tateroom. 

Q. Can you recall tha approximate fr .... number' 
A. About frame" 140. 

Q. And what W&I tha first indication )'OU recei .... d that Bcaething was happening' 
A. I'm a light deeper; and the first indication I haard, I haard the noioe and tound ,.yBelt 

out at ,.y bunk. 

Q. What type at nobe did )'Ou hear? 
A. A loud grating lound. The ship than rolled to the Itarboard lide. I braced ,.ylelt again.t 

,.y delk. After lome time - I don't know how long we stayed over - we c .... back up right and I then 
vent on to my other --

Q. Do)'Ou have any e.timate as to how tar tc the starboard lide the _hip MY have rolled? 
A. I would I~ bet_n 65 and 75 degree •• 

Q. And whan it than re ...... d an upright polition what did )'Ou tind in )'Our rocc? 
A. '!'here wu vater in the rOClD, vater and a great deal of debris, mattreases, chairs. 

Q. Do you have a r~te' 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And who is that? 
A. LTJG Hopson. 
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Q. And what va. tile Dext action that occurred in your vicinitr1 
A. The n.xt thing I did, I grlLbbed a couple ot fllL.hlillhto I had .tuck in 'fill delk, I tried to 

tind Mr. Replon and at that tae LTJG Murpb7 c .... by and .aid 10 to YOIII' gen.ral quart.r •• tation. 
I had no idea a. to what had hlLppen.d. I knew l""",tll1ng had happened, we had tile WlLter hlLck ther •• 
I didn't know wlletller it waa .. tire main r!Zpture or vh.tller I had, .... ybe. even had jlLlt a bad dr ..... 

Q. And ""r' the llllht. on at this tS-T 
A. No, lIir. 

Q. Was any .... rgency illumination on? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. What type? 
A. There 11 a battle lantern outside my .tateroca.. 1 

Q. And did it provide ad.quate illumination, 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And what did you do arter llearing Mr. Murpb7 lOY, go to gen.ral it_raT 
A. I told Mr. Murphy to •• ttle down, I'd tind out what tile trouble w'u. I tllen prileeeded up 

tile fo~ and art pa.8aageW8\Y' up in the area ot main control. 

Q. And 10 that on tile port aide ot tile IUp? 
A. y •• , lir • it'. on tile inboard, aga1nlt tile port bulkbead on tile inboard lide. 

Q. And what did you find When you went forwardT 
A. Tile Ihip had a lot of .te ... in tile puaagewoya. It waa a ateamy atmoapllere. 

Q. Let ... go back one Itep, W&I tU. port puaagewoy, port inboard PUlagewoy, alao illuminated? 
A. I believe it vaa, )"88, lir. 

Q. -can you recall by what ... an.? 
A. Th. norll&! l1IIhting wu not on. Tile di.l.l wu running, but I cannot recall whetller tile 

llghting came on or whetller it didn't c"'"" on. I do not bell.~ it did c""", on. Battle lantern. 
were in tile port puaagewoy and ""re llt. 

Q. You JDq proceed n .... 
A.. I then vent forward to main cOntrol a.nd proceeded to the inboard hatch ot main control, the 

forward enginl roam. I lowered myself down the inboard batch, couldn't find the ladder, 10 I lowered 
'fIIIself down .. llttle bit further, hung on tile cOoming that .urround. the hatch, looked around and 
yelled. I couldn't find anybody but then I noticed that tbe _ter wu coming in, and it wu up tllen 
up to about 'fill waiat which made it almost or up to tile WlLter lin. outside tbe .hip, up to the _ter 
level of the lea. I lowered _self down in there and bung on a steam line, looked around and I 
believe I vent arOund in there a little bit, crawled here and there looking to see it there ~ 
anybody dawn there. 

Q. Did you B.e anybody tllere? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Was tile forward engine roan illuminated by &D1' ... ana? 
A. I could see a light ort in one corner, I believe it muat have been a battle lant~rn. 

Q. JlLlt on.? 
A. Yes, lir, it had a yellowiBb glatt. 

Q. After tllen crawllDl around in tile forward eDgine room, what did you do at that point? 
A. 1'ben I ... nt· beck up tile hatcb. 

Q. Did you dog it downT 
A. Ye., sir. I wnt back around throul!h tile atbwartsUpB pa .... gewoy to tile outboard .ide of 

tile atarboard lide of tile IUp, wnt art to the hatch to the arter eng1neJ'OCllll and went dawn in 
there. 

Q. And what did you find when you wnt tllere? 
A. The plant was aeeu:red. There was vater 1D. the bilges. The ladders were wet going down 

to tb. Ipace. The plant wu .ecured and I bell.ve tllere were two machinists down there finisUng 
I.curing tile plant. 

Q. Do you recall wIlD tlley ... re? 
A. 1'0, sir. 

Q. How long did you remain in that 
A. I canlt recall. bow 1.008 it wu. 

bulkhead stops were closed. 

lpace? 
I ~U8t spent enoullh time down tllere to ensure that tile 

Q. And did you go into tile arter fireroca at allT 
A. Yes, air. I got out of the after enginerOCll and vent forward to the tireroom, went down 

tbere and JUde aure that the boiler vas aecured. There Val still one burner that wasnlt secured, 
and I secured it. 
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Q. Vill anyt>ody.in the f1rerOClll? 
A. Ro, .ir. 
Q. And who vu on .... teh there prior to the collidon, do you Ia10wf 
A. I belleve it ..... a leeond ela .. IT by the ".. of 1IDl.aDd. 

Q. Did you aee h.Ul at IlnY timeT 
A. Yel, lir. I .aw hill a. I ..... eCIIiDI lIP out of the f1rerOClll, he ..... lOins back down. 

Q. Did he indi<:ate for what purpo.e he vu lOins tIoWDT 
A. He ..... soins down to eheek to I.e that it vu •• cured properl¥ • 

Q. And did you ree.i"" IlnY report trca him .. to what heppened? 
A. No • 

Q. Did you reeeiTe any report freD the two _0 in the atter en"" oem &. to what had 
happened? 

A. Jle, .ir. 

Q. Vould you then continue atter that? 
A. Down in the atter iirerOClll, I eould hear the water cClD1ng in. It .ounded llke a gr.at 

quantity of water, the b1l8el were rising. It was lIP to the bott<lll of the deck plat ... at that 
time. I went forward to tbe buJ.khead between the atter f1rerO<lll and the forward ~ to 
lee it I could lee were the vater ftl cCEing trca. I couldn't lee at all. were. I bad III;Y naah .. 
llght, but I could not tell the .oure. of the leak or when the entrane. of the _t.r ...... 

Q. Va. there IlnY other loure. of illumination in the atter f1rerOClll other than your tl&obllght? 
A. I can I t lay tor lure. I believe the battle lanterns Oil the vater I&vce &1&.. wre 

1llum1nated beeaus. I eheeked to .ee if we did have water in the boiler and it ..... tulJ.. 

Q. Vould you th.n pro<:e.d to your ex_tion Of. the forward buJ.kh.ad of the atter f1rerO<lll? 
A. Atter trying to ietermine where the leak ..... and beiilg unsueee .. fuJ., I allrlli1.ed that "" 

were cracked down along the bottom ot the ,hip on the keel and. alao we bad a rupture, a crack 
l<IIIOwhere lIP high - up neu wh.re the water llne wu. I could hear the water fall1ng. I went 
back up topside to .ee if I could get 101lI0 people togethercto se. if' "" couJ.d get .<Il10 .ort of 
plan organized. I vent back to tbe fantail and LT Dunne had organized tbe remainder ot the crew 
as far .. gettins the wounded beck th.re and the llf. jacketa diatribut.d. " 

Q. Did you make IlnY reports to Lieutenant Dunn. as to the .tatUB of the engineering plant? 
A. I told him that everything W&I .. eured, the boiler had been aecured. I told him I didn't 

know how long the lhip vould float. I told him it W&I in a eritieal lituation. 

Q. And what did you J,...e that r.port onT 
A. I bu.d that on the depth of how IDUOh freeboard we had lett and how fut the water vu 

f1ll.1ng up the eJIC1neroam or the fire room rather. 

Q. !lad you ob •• rved the freeboard in the forw.rd part at this t!JDo? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And approximatel¥ how lIuch freeboard W&I ther.? 
A. I wnuld estimate there wu a foot and a halt to tvo te.t. 

~. And that was at the IIIOst forward part of the reJaining leetion of the ahip? 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. What i. the nonoal freeboard at that pointT 
A. I bell.ve, and I'll not poa1tive On thia, but I belle.,. it is about Iil< f .. t. 

~. Did you -.to IlnY recallllleDdationa to ur D\IDJII at thia t!JDoT 
A. I recalllllended that "" get the people oft the lhip. 

Q. And did you make IlnY determination .. to the d_ control ItatUB of the lhip at this 
t1me? 

A. I recognized the perlonnel as I law them, WI bad no communication., per.anently tnat&l.led 
c .... unication. at that time. V. had let up a portable e.-un1cations ay.tem bet •• n the forward 
part of the lhip and the atter part of the Ihip. Ma1nl¥ I felt that we .hould keep track of the 
_t.r level as to how it W&I going down by the bow and how hat it W&I soins down by the bow. 

>' 

Q. And what IOrt of a c.-unications l7atem did l"u let up' 
A. A portable cable with h.ad •• t., a loundpowered lyatell. 

Q. Did you man it at both eDdIT 
A. Y.a, lir, .. far as I know it vu ....".d at both end •• 

Q. Did you take IlnY action yours.lf to check the I.tting of the d_. control condition ZEBRA? 
A. Aa loon .. ft, IlII1ght add, I'll back up a"llttle bit h.re, Captain. I did not realize that 

the Ihip ..... lpl1t wh.n I _a down in _in contro~. I _a under the allumption that we Itill had, 
I thought we had juat tlooded the forward ug1neroca. It __ not until I had C<=o baCk out of tb. 
forward engin.roam and the att.r f1rerOClll that, I r.alized that ... did not have the forward part of' 
the .hip. So up ttUl. then I val not re&l.ly conceroed, I vaa concerned but I did not think the ship 
vas really in danger. It vuntt Wlt11 I ... w that the bow, the forward .ection "... Ilila1ng;hat I 
f.lt the Ihip vu in a critical lituation. Duo to the atate of that buJ.kh.ad I was very lqrY, very 
vorried about that forward buJ.khead. 
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