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Q. Forward bulkhead of tile arter tire ram 7I>U .. an? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Could you tell at vllat rate the _tor .... ccm1ng into tbe arter firerocat 
A. No, dr. 

Q. At the t1me you lett it, wbot .... the _ter leveU 
A. When I t1nall,y lett tile ahip for the fir.t t1me it .... UP to the bott"", of the IIUd drum 

of the boiler., bet .... n the bott"", and bolt q,y UP whicb va. maybe a foot above the d'cll plates. 

Q. Was it .till r1a1ngf 
A. Ye., lir • 

11.. Did you e1 tller- direct or III&ke any searches of tb. Ilelow deck opane.f 
A. Yea, air. I lent a first class shipfitter and a firat cla •• IC man. 

11.. Would you state their nomes? , 
A. Firat Clau Int.rior C~unications Perlt1ns and Fir.t Cla .. Shipfitter Gutstuon. They 

were f'aaillar with the .hip, to learch out &l.l the apaces be10v deeu art ot the engineering apace. 
for anyone that III1sbt be trapped down there. I hadn't been down in the after .ection yet. They 
reported back tbot tbey bad ZEBRA .et in the after nction of the ship. 

Q. Did you _ any peraonal aearcb your.em 
A. Yea, air. I made two I belleve after that. I 

Q. And did you t1nd in fact tbot condition ZDRA .... properl¥ •• tt 
A. Ye.,.ir. Hatchel and doors were &l.l. dogged down •• 

Q. Did you receive any ud.tance in tblo aearch from .. ember. of the crew of BMAB MELBOtIRJIIE? 
A. There was an Auatrallan CCIIID&llder, who I DOW -know •• the Exec-qt1ve Ott'ic&l', came on board 

and we together, "" .. t UP in different place., "" didn't go peraon by person I don't believe through 
the ship. He asked lie it everybody was off the ohip and I told him everybody _a oft the ohip and 
I think he then vent around. to make another check, and I also went OD another check. 

Q. Did you at tlds t1me give any condderation to the rigging of emergency PUlllps for pumping 
out any of the apacea? ' 

A. Yes. I tried to find lIlY, I bad no electric powr, the die.el would run, but the oDl¥ place 
we could teed the power to was to the after lteering. , 

11.. Do you mow the reaeon it would not take powr anywhere elseT 
A. I believe the brea.kera were knocked out on the switch board. 1'111. DOt .ure. I tried to f'ind 

this out later and I'm still not sure the exact reuon as to why this did not. It could have been 
all. the cable. tbat were broken. It shouldn't have been that way. 

Q. How about the OIIergency PUlllpB? 
A. We bad no electrical power ao that elilllinated the uoe of lIlY electric PUlllp. !rhe plant was 

.ecured. I tbousbt of trying to light the plant back off and uoing the tire and nush1ng PUlllp UP 
in tbe arter f1reroca, but I didn't mow whether"" .bould take the t1me. I t1rat felt we abould 
get the people off. I didn't know how long the .hip wu gOing to lut. Then I tried to tind lIlY 
..... rgency P250 PUlllp, portable gasOline PUlllp and it was not in the place where it .hould bon been. 

Q. Do you bove any ~xplanation for thoU 
A. Well, when I went back on the ohip the _cond t1me I fouid it bad been mocked down the 

pauageq,y and kicked into the repair locker. I ... .- it waa just Imocked in tllere during tile 
collision. 

Q. Did you liVe any thougbt to reque.t1ng help from the MELBOURNE in the q,y of pUlllpsT 
A. I yelled up to the MELBOURNE and I got tbe anlWr tbat they ""re uoing their PUlllpS, and 

I don't mow Ybether tb1a was tr"", an authoritative .ouree or whether tb1a was, juot from sClllebody 
yell1ng down. 

Q. And at thio t1lle would you .tat. again tile .tatus of the forward bl1libead of the arter 
f1rerOCllll? 

A. !rhe forward bulkhead was - water wu ecm1ng 10 on it and it appeared to be panting. In 
other word., it _s IIIDving back and forth a little bit and tbe ship bad a li.t to it - a .lisbt 
list to port. 

11.. To wb1eh .ideT 
A. To port. 

Q. Do you mow the otatus ot the rudder at tb1. t1meT 
A. The rudder wu IIIII1d.hipo. 

11.. Do you know bow it was placed IIIII1dohipo? 
A. 110, air. 

Q. I believe tbot you indicated tbot the diesel generator was able to ouppl¥ power to arter 
ateering. II that correct' 

A. Yel, air. 
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Q. Dld 1 t .11l>Pl¥ any Ughting t.i tile &tter put ot tile 8h1p! A. I'. not .ure about tIlat. I don't tb1nk it d14. 

Q. Could 3"'u toll it there ..... any oU or JP rtdble _ e .... atine a tire huard at tM. tiM, A. Rot to lIlY mov~, I 8&" DOn. _ ..u.d lID oU ...,. lID JP5. 

Q. Dld you ob.e"" the .tatu. of the lIotor 1Ibal.eboat at tb10 t1ae' A. The lIotor 1Ibal.eboat .... hAng:! nc l:ir it. atter dav.1t. The forward dav.1t .... m •• 1Da:. The boat va. banging t'r<ml tile atter d&v.1t. 

,. Dld you ba .... ~ d1.cu .. 10n with the M!T:atXJMI Ex.cuti .... Offlcer u to action. tbat .bDuld be hllen! 
A. The acticmo, w talltad in p .... lng. I told him the .to.tuo ot the obip and I bell.w w both ,. agreed tbat 1 t would not .ta;r up. 

Q. W ... 1t M. reo_ndat10n tIlat the par.OlIDel lea .... , 1t 3"'u mow, it )'OU don't .a;r .01 A. lio, lir. I reC:'8IeDded to Mr. Dunne. 

Q. Your ree~nd&t1ona were to Mr. D1mn., 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And vbat acUcmo ver. taken at tM. t1ae to rtrIIIOVe the par.onne1 t'r<ml the IMp' A. PerlClllle1 wre r-.~~, .. I Under.t_ it, t'r<ml the ECII deck, Vb1ch 1. our b1gheot plat-torm att, d1reotl¥ to the OllUlE'. fl.1«Ilt deck, Tho ~ I got ott .... thO)' bad a b1a:,lons aluminum ladder t'r<ml vllat thO)' c..u. I belleve, their quarterdeck, tile deck below the ni&IIt. deck, d1rectl¥ troll tbat deck to our do ok IIIII1d.Mpa on the port .14e. 

Q. And do )'OU recall vbat t:l.me you lett in relation to the other _r. of the CrevOll the after .ection? 
A. I lett d1rectl¥ before Mr. Dunn •• 

Q. And ..... Mr. Dunn. the la.t 11&11 to leave! 
A. YeB, air, u tar as I know, the lut of the American sailor.. The Lieutenant ea-,nder or the CCIIIIIIaDd.r t'r<ml the AWltrallan .&'V7 ...... t_ine down there in the area. Th.,. wero picking up .tretcher •• 

Counoe1 tor the board: 81r, tM. IIIQ' be a con....n1ent point to .top _ J"II'~ with Mr. eo....rt tcaorrov. \ 

Senior _r: Y •• , we w1ll adjourn tor tOda;r. 

Counlel tor the board: De board w1ll adjourn untU 0830 tOlllOrrov IIIOrning. 

The board adjourned at 1730 bour., 24 June 1969. 
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The board reco~vened in executlve •••• 10n at 0830 hour., 25 Jun. 1969. During thl ••••• ion th. board r.vi.wed and approved the prlor day'. tran.cript and planned future proc.eding. of the board. At the concludon th.reof, the board reconv.n.d in open .... lon at 1005 hours, 25 June 1969. 
All persona connected with the board who were pre.ent when the board adjourned, were again present. 
Senlor Member: Th. hearing is open. 

Counsel tor the board: There appears to be nO one In the room who 1 ... prospective witness. 
Lieutenant (Junior grade) Jeffery W. Covert, U.S •• &"7, was recalled a8 .. vitness by counsel for the board, was reminded of his previous oath, and testified &8 follows: 

EXAMIIIATION BY COUllSEL FOO THE BOARD 

Questiona by counsel for the board: 

Q. You will recall at the conclu810n of )"eBterdq'. hearing, we had taken you to .. point at whlch all personnel had left EVANS to board MELBOURNE, At this time, I would Uke to review .everal of the paints that were discussed yesterdllY' - prior to that point. You indicated that shortly after you were thrown from your bunk you noted that the After Emergency DieBel Generator was runn1ng, 11 that correct? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Do you know whether the A:rter Emergency Diesel Generator wa.a set to start automatica.l.l¥ upon a loss of electrical load? 
A. It was. 

Q. Th.n do you know wh.th.r lt .tarted that way or not? A. Y •• , it dld. 

Q. And you lndicated you could not explain wily it would not tiLke the electrlcal load, I beUeve? A. NOt sir. I can't. Itts set automatically. It is set automatically to feed the after steering. Perhaps at that time th. board va. still belng red from th. after generator in the Aft.r Engin. Room. After we bed gone back on the ship the second tu., we still could. Dot make the board function properly. , 
Q. Have you reque.t.d the Shlp Repair Fac1l1ty or any other actlvity, to a.sist you in determining the reason why the diatribution did not occur as designed? 
A. We went down orlglnall,y to look at lt, and then we went down after the .hip went back into the repair facility. I had. one of 'lfI:t own electriciana with me. We went down and. 100ked at it, and found that the manual bUa transfer aWitch had rolled back the other way. 

Q. By back the other "IIY, you meaD •••• 
A. From a position that it vould be able to feed, to a po.altion that it wouldn't be able to feed the reat of the ship. 

Q. Did you note that positlon after the return to Sublc? A. Ye., that is the position lt was in when I board.d the ship at Subic Bay. It could have been moved around by LARSON per.onnel though. Ther. was an Electriclan Chi.r from the LARSON who went down and looked at th. board, and was tr;yi.ng to .ee about the feaslb1l1 ty of llgbting off the dles.l at that time. He laid it would not take the load. 

Q. Have you reque.ted any out sid. help lince returning to Sublc, to try to clear up this diacrepancy? 
A. 110, o1r. In II)' mind, I think it m1ght have heen caused by personnel who were operating the dl ••• l. at the time of colUo1on. The board had been changed around. In other words, at the time of the COllision, the aecond time I went down there, I can't real.ly 881'. We ·can't real.J.y conduct a ••• As tar as a _ch&nical Mltunction 'We could have, )'es, but as far &s peraonnel, I don't think ••• I could not have told, at the time I went down there, if lt had been •• t or the .hock had knocked lt off. 

Q. Have you tried to operate the emergency dieael generator s10ce the ship returned to Subie? A. Yea, we went back - oh ... ince we returned to Subic BQ1' 
Q. Y •• - at any time lub •• quent to the bmedlate aft.rmath of the colUo1on? A. When ... boarded the lhip the .econd time with the LARSON per.onnel, "" went down there. We had sa.e linea that were torn ott there, but they were ot amall eonaequence. They were lubrication Une. or .omething Uke that, but 1 t could have been run. It would ha..., domag.d the dle •• ls at that time to run it. Binc. then, lt hal been taken off and put on an LST. 

Q. Hal 1 t been e.tabU.hed that the electrlcal dl.tribution board 1& now in SOOd operating condition? 
A. I believe it baa. Yea, .ir. 
Q. By whom .... that .ltabU.hed? 
A. SRF. I'm not .ure who made the decl.1on. I have been told this 10 pa •• ing. I have not •••• 
Q. You ad. no specific inquir1elf 
A. Bo, .ir. 
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Q. With the ship now in drydock, how is the ship lighted? 
A. The ship is lighted by portable light. 

Q. It does not go through the ship's distribution board? 
A. No, sir. It vas deemed unsafe to try to activate that system. 

Q. Based on your observations of the actions of the crew fol1owing the cOllision, do you have 
any cOIIIDent on the damage control readiness and training of the FRANK E. EVANS crew? 

A. Damage Control and Casualty Control Training - they were at a very high state, I would .ay. 

Q. And who was the Domage Control Assistant? 
A. LTJG Lare. 

Q. And could you make any statement as to the performance of Engineering Department personne~ -
those who were on watch at the time of the co111s10n in particular? 

A. I don't think I quite understand your question, Captain. 

Q. I believe you indicated that ilmnedlately after you were roused by the cOllision, you inspeoted 
each of the engineering spaces. Based on that inspection and other things that you observed following 
the collision, can you comment on the performance of the personnel who were responsible for closing 
down the plant and other engineering actions connected therewith? 

A. Ye., sir. I thought they did a very fine job. I have no canplaints at all against the 
actions they took there. ~ those in the main spaces acted in a very logical manner, I think. 
They acted in the manner they had been taught and 1n an exemplary manner. I have no complaints. 

Q. How about other engineering personnel you may have observed? 
A. Personnel who were back afi, sleeping at the t~, all came forward. I won't say all., but 

many came forward to see if they could be of assistance and to find out what the problem was. I 
had no trouble with getting people to secure the plant. 

Q. Based on your observations, either at the time of the·collision or subsequently, dO you 
have any coament as to design features of the Ship or of equi:pDent that showed any deficiencies that 
may have existedt 

A. No, I don't think I can. I think the ship held up fairly well - the split plant operation. 
Casualties could have been much worse. 

Q. Returning to the point at which you left FRANK E. EVANS and went to the MELBOURNE, could 
you state what you did upon arrival on board MELBOURNE? 

A. On bOE.!"d MELBOURNE I was directed to a receiving area someplace - .ss deck or sClDeplace, 
I don I t know. It was a big area where they took our names and the names of our next of ldn. I 
tried to see who was on board and they seemed to have them all grouped 1n one room. I could not 
see the Executive Officer or the Captain or anybody in the forward section of the ship. I assumed 
that all those had been lost at that time. The XO then c ..... in and I asked him to go back to the 
ship •••. 

Q. Asked him if you could go back to •••• 
A. Back to the ship. Yes, sir. He gave me permission to leave MELBOURNE and I went to the 

Quarterdeck and they said that I couldn't leave. I then reQuested to lee the Captain bf the MELBOtIUIE. 
I went to the bridge and requested permission te ge back to tbe ship. He made a boat available IJld 
I went back. 

Q. And who accCIIlpanied you when you went back? 
A. First Class BT Hanna and a First Class Machillery Repairman, Bakken. 

Q. Did you then return to EVANS? 
A. Yes. W. were put in a hunch from the MELBOURNE, I believe. 

me around the ship so I could see if there was any other d..age done 

Q. And what did you observe at that time? 

I asked the coxwain to take 
than what I had .een befor~. 

A. The damage appeared to be all in the torward section of the ship, except tor topside breakage 
and miscellaneous damage. Most of the damage was centered around the bulkhead of the Forward 
Engine Roan. At that point, I could not tell how much bulkhead was left. A lot of 1 t appeared to 
be missing. A lot ot the portion above the water was missing. We circled the stern and the counter 
was coming out of the vater, and it had settled what I judged to be about another foot. 

Q. 
A. 

foot. 

And what va. the freeboard in the forward portion at this time? 
I believe there was about two feet. It appeared to me that it had settled about another 

I was just judging by things hanging over the side. 

Q. And what vas the condition of the VDS? 
A. The VDS was out. It was strung out ••• 

Q. Could you tell, approximately, how far? 
A. It appeared to be about 150 to 250 feet. 

Q. And how did you make that judgement? 
A. Approximately half the cable was off the drum and we had been streaming it during the exercise 

at about that nUlDber or reet - that depth. 

Q. 
A. 

I told 

After circling the ship, what did you do then? 
I noticed the LARSOII' was close by. I could .ee preparations being lllade to get in a boat. 

the coxwain to tau ... to the LARSOI/, where I tranlferred to the nES whaleboat and talked to 
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the Engineering Officer on the LARSOII. I uked him if he had 8.Ily equi_nt, etc., available. He 
laid he was organizing a party at that time. We waited until we got the gear into the LARSOII's 
boat. We ... nt back to the ship and boarded it. 

Q. Refresh my recollection. 
A. 110, sir. He was Itaying 

lurv1vors. 

Did the Executive Officer go with you? 
there. I believe they were at that time making up a list of the 

Q. And whQ acccmpanied you from the LARSOII when you went aboard? 
A. The Chief Engineer was 1n charge of LARSON personnel. Also, their DCA vas present there 

too. I believe there were two chiefs and about tour other enlisted. 

Q. What actions did you take when you went aboard? 
A. The first thing we did, Lieutenant Hutf and I wnt forward, looked down in the Forward 

F1reroom- correction, After Fireroom. We went down and opened the hatch to the After Fireroan. 
We could still hear the air coming through the hatches as we slowly undogged it. At that time the 
water was, I believe, above the mud drum. We decided at tbat time we would have to start pumping 
or we woul.d have to stop the flooding. We telt we were running very short on time. I vent down 
1n the apace, as did aome of his peopJ.e. His people were able to locate the source of the flooding. 

Q. And what was the source of the flooding? 
A. It was the reed pipe. It had pulled out through the bulkhead, the forward bulkhead. There 

was what I believe was a fire main line down lower that had pulled through, leaving the hole. 

Q. Approximately of what di .... ter "as the hole? 
A. Eight inches. rhe other one wal amall, like it could have been a cooling line off the tire 

main. 

Q. And was that free flooding through that 6 inch diamete., hole from the Forward.EDgineroom? 
A. Yes, sir. It was flooding fran the Forward Engineroan. into the Arter Enginerpom. 

Q. What action was taken to cl.ose those holes? 
A. I got a couple DC plugs. We wrapped rags around them and they pounded them in. Thet did 

stop the flooding. 

Q. Were those boles above the water level in the After Fireroom.? 
A. Yea, sir. They were quite high. They were about the level ot the upper level in the tlrerOClZl.. , 
Q. Did you take any action to pump out the After P'ireroom? 
A. Yes, sir. We brought ODe pump fram the LARSON •••• 

Q. What type of pump was it? 
A. Portable gasoline pump, a P250. We proceeded to pump. 

before we had the plugs in. We had two operations going on at 
were hold ing our own. I the n found our own pump in our repair 
spark plug wires had been broken off. We put them back on but 
satisfactorily • 

We were at least bolding • this was 
the same time. It appeared that we 
J.ocker and we drug it over, but the 
we never did get the pump to run 

Q. Could you - for the purpose of' orientation, state approximately what time it was you went 
back aboard the FRANK E. EVANS? 

A. No, sir. I only remember looking at my watch once and that was eight o'clock, and quite a 
bit later after what had been gOing on. It was just beginning dawn. I don It know what time sunrise 
was then. 

Q. Arter you initiated thil action in the Arter fireroom, what did you do next! 
A. We did not know for sure if the ship was going to remain floating or ••• We felt we had a 

fairly good chance of maintaining her stability. We wanted to get the records out, the personnel 
recorda, health records and the other official correlpondence of the ship. 

Q. Who took that action? 
A. I showed the people where the various spaces were 1oeated, and we bad a Yeaman off the 

LARSON who took out the ship's office personnel riles and things like that. I felt that he knew 
better than I did what records should be retained. 

Q.. Had you received any instructions from anyone as to what should be salvaged and what should 
be jettisoned? 

A. No. As far as machinery and equiJlDent at tbat time, I had received no word. I asked 
Lieutenant Huff, who was 1n charge of salvage, or had anybody been designated a.s officer in charge J 

or vas I in charge. The word I received vas that the CO of the LARSON was to attempt salvage 
operations. 

Q. Going back to the questions of pump., the portable pumps. How many did EVANS have? 
A. We carried two portable gaBoline pumps. 

Q. Thet' s the P250? 
A. Yes, sir. We had 6 electrical. pumps. 

Q. How otten were these telted prior to the collision? 
A. At leut every ..,nth. They were turned over by hand. I think I turned them over about 10 

times a day sometimes. I val quite conscioul of damage control. 
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Q. Were any of EVANS portable pumps put into operation? 
A. We put tbe electric pumps into operation aa loon as the LARSON c .... alonpide. 

Q. And what was the source of your electricity? 
A. We plugged right into her casualty outlet, or her 440 volt sub pump outlets. 

Q. Did you run electrical'cables directly !rem where on your ship? Directly to tbe equi_nt? 
A. Yes, sir. Directly to the pumps. 

Q. And what action was taken with respect to disbursing records at that tiDe? 
A. I pulJ.ed alJ. the pay records. They were in a WOOden box of Borta, Illd I gave them to the 

First Class 1£ that was on board. 

Q. And do you know what he did with thelll? 
A. He sat on them for a while. I told him to take them over to LARSON when ahe came alongside. 

It was either then or later, he took a boat over. I didn't want them runn1ns around loose. 

Q. And by this time I assume LARSON had ccme alongside, is that .... 
A. She came alongside. We had to cut the IDDtor lIIlale boat dOwn, and clear acme debr1a on the 

starboard side up forward. We cut off the bulwark. 

Q. And how did you manage to cut it? 
A. Our portable cutting torch we had on board. 

Q. What happened to the boat when it .... cut loose? 
A. The boat va.B luspended by the after davit. The forward davit it8elf' was attached to the 

boat. We had no way of getting down there and removing that forward davit. I felt that it had a 
very good chonce of staying afloat. We could not lower the boat, we had to cut the line. - The 
line was tangled in the boat gripes that were bolding it -up. 

Q. And what happened when you cut it loose? 
A. It floated. The bow was about a toot or two teet out ot the water. 

Q. And was it recovered by LARSON? 
A. I believe it YU recovered by xn:S. 

Q. And following the initiation of pumping by yourself and LARSON personnel, what effect did this 
have on the EV~~S? 

A. She seemed to improve quite a bit. The roll was a little sluggish when we were on her 
before. She would roll over and remain over just a little JDOre than I liked. As 800m as we got 
the water out, it seemed to came up out of the water between one to two feet. It became a very 
snappy roU. It had very good characteristics. 

Q. You indicated that as soon as you got the water out this happened. Where had you removed 
the vater from~ . 

A. We removed the water from the After Fireroam. Also we removed water trCID after officers, 
in the passage ways. There was water approximately 6 inches. It was up to the eoaming, the deck 
courl.ngs in all those after passageways. 

Q. And what action did you take to jetti.on topside weight? 
A. We, the LARSON perloMel and Jqyselt, cut loose the five inch loading machine which was 

extremely far forward and up on the 01 level. We removed the dryer, the l.aundry preIs Illd a vent 
fan that was up forward. 

Q. By removed, you mean what? 
A. We cut it off with our torch or unbolted it and pushed it over the side. 

Q. And what action did you take with regard to the securing of personal effects on board? 
A. Origina.ll.y, we did not have that great & number of perlons on board, and the Captain of 

the LARSON was very particular about keeping people off. As .oon a. the LARSON came alongside my 
DCA came aboard. He either came on board when she came alongside or betore that - shortly betore 
that. I put him in charge of keeping people out of after officers which was probably the most 
vulnerable pla.ae with everything being unlocked. He was to take a man down into tha berthing apace. 
and gather up any loose, high value or highly p1lferable items. 

Q. And what did you do with tho.e? 
A. He was tolA to take them to the LARSON. 

Q. And how about locloed locloers? 
A. Locked lockers were to be left alone. 

Q. Did the CO of LARSON illue any orders u to these? 
A. I believe that the word did ccme !rem him. He was very concerned about theft. 

Q. And while you ""re on board, did any additional EVANS personnel CClllO aboard? 
A. Ye.. The Operation. Officer c .... on board, and got into the oafe in hi •• taterocm which 

contained the Secret documents. He cleared them out. 

Q. Lieutenant Dunne? 
A. Yel, .1r. 
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~. Who elae? 
A. The Supply Officer, Lieutenant Suhr, come on board. He removed the money tram the Disbursing 

Safe. 

~. Had the safe been opened prior to you ccm1ng aboard? 
A. No. 

~. And what action did you ta.ke with respect to the VDS? 
A. To tow the lhip, we felt we would have to pull. the VDS out of the vater. We rigged a casualty 

power cable fram the LARSON casualty power connection box straight into the connection box on the 
VDS controller. The overload and the mechanical parts of the VDS controller itself were knocked 
out. We could not operate it in a normal manner b,y juat feeding the power into the •••• We rigged 
casualty power from the LARSON casualty power source to the VDS ~ straight to the motor controller, 
the one hydraulic pump motor I needed to operate the VDS. We tried running it through the normal 
source of power, in other words J cutting the cable and putting it in where the ships power normalJ.y 
fed the VDS. The overload and the circuit breaker were - pieces were missing out of it. They were 
all there but I didn't know how they went back together. So we put it .traight into the motor 
controller. After two or three tries we flnal.ly got the pump to operate and we were able to raise 
the VDS. 

~. Prior to rigging the ship for towing, were any other significant action. taken either by 
you or LARSON personnel? 

A. Well, we removed .cae more topside waste , .uch as liferafts. Threw them down to the main 
deck, pushed them into the water and had a boat came by and pick them up. Anything that we could 
get rid of topside, that was of any consequence at all as far as weight, we removed. We left the 
DASH drones on board. 

~. By this time had you been able to pump the Arter. Fireroam dry'! • 
A. Yes, sir. Approx1metely the ..... time LARSON c .... ~ aide, we bad secured- pumping back 

there. We felt that we could contain it with an electric submersible from then on. 

~. What was the .tate of the damage control equipnent Df EVANS thl>.t you had to use in this 
operation? 

A. Everything that we used was operational except for the one P250 pump. Everything was where 
I remembere~ it - where it shoud have been. 

~. Did yo~" find everything you needed in your damage control equipment? 
A. Yes J sir. It was at least in the general area of the repair locker. 

Q. And can you give the board a general idea of the time at whicb these actions you have been 
describing were completed? 

A. I believe I left the Ship around noon. I'm not sure. 

Q. Prior to leaving the ship about that time, did you ta.ke any additional actions? 
A. No. I left Mr. Lare on board and told him to maintain a security set. up until he was told 

to leave, and to get any personal gear that vas loole to the LARSON. They were keeping it up in 
their Torpedo Hangar. 

Q. And in your opinion what was the state of the a.tter aection of EVANS &8 to buoyancy and 
.tability at the time you left? 

A. I thought she was in very good shape. She was stable and I was convinced she could take 
a tow. 

Q. What was the condition of the weather at that "time? 
A. The weather was bright and sunny. 

Q. Was the sea calm? 
A. Very calm. 

~. Was there any wind? 
A. Not that I can recall. 

Q. Were any preparations for towing made while you were .till on board? 
A. Yes. We were rigging a towing bridle. We were having trouble rigging it around the VDS. 

We wanted to get the VDS up so it would cJ.ear it and 1Ie could get around the VDS. By thO time I 
left, we had a fairly reasonable towing rig. 

~. You were preparing for towing by what .hip? 
A. At that t1me, by the LARSON. I don't think there was an official ... It was just a sUl1llise 

on lit( part. I later learned that they did have a tug ccm1ng out, but I didn't think that it .... I 
didn't foraee it at that time. I didn't aee one for the next couple d~8. 

~. And when you lert at about noontime, what peraonnel remained on board nwoc E. !:VANS stern 
section? 

A. The DCA, Lieutenant Lare - Lieutenant (jg) tare. 

~. Any enlisted per.annel tram EVANS? 
A. No. 

~. Any peraonnel tram LARSON? 
A. Yel. They were removing the per.onal gear under a very clo.e personal supervision of the 

Executive Officer. 

446 



• 

l 

( 

Q. Prior to the tilDe you left, are you aathried that all action nece .. ary to Ulure the lur­
viva.l. or the Itern lection had been taken. Tho .. that were within your power? 

A. Y... I left expecting that I would go back. Before I left, ZEBRA had been let in the stern 
part of the lhip except in thole parts of the lhip where they were removing the perlonal items tram. 
The lhaft alleys were dogged down, all the voidl had bean dogged down II'1d magazine I were all cloled 
up. 

Q. Could you br1er4' delcribe what .pacel were nODded when you left? 
A. The port and Itarboard shaft alleYI had water in tbe .. lhen we rirst c .... on board. We 

tightened the pacldng glands on them and stopped that"leakage. When I left, thq .• bad approximate4' 
three teet of water in them. - just over the deck plates. 

Q.. And what other spaces vere flooded.,? I •• Iume the Forward Eng1nerOClD.. 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To the lame sta.te that you have delcr1bed earlier? 
A. Yes, lir. The Arter Engineroan had acme water in it, but I think that c..., through the 

hatch. I could hear no leakage down there. 

Q. Was pumping action initiated in the lhaft alleys and the Arter Engineroan? 
A.. No. 

Q. When you left the ahip, was it on your own initiative or were you ordered to leave? 
A. The CO ot LARSON didn't order me to I.eave. He suggested that I leave because Captain 

Moore of A1lW Group OIlE had called the .. and laid that he wanted to see Il1O right away - to lee IIIYself 
and Lieutenant Dunne. 

Q. Returning to the time wben you rirst ""ke up after the collision, was there any particular 
reaaon why you made the inspection of all tbole lpacea you described by yourself at tljat time? 

A. I went to Main Control. That would be lIlY logical duty~stat1on to go to .... 

Q. Is that your General Quarters station' 
A.. Yes, sir. Seeing no one there then, I would shirt back to the After Engineroom, Which would. 

be 7113 secondary Itation. I went to the FirerOClD jUlt to lee What had happened. 

Q. At what .t_ did you learn that the bow had been lost? 
A. It was after I had gone through the three spac.s • 

• Q. Do you know what the source of the water was that was in your Itateroan immediately after 
the collision? 

A. No, sir. Do I now"! 

Q. Do you now or did you then? 
A. I didn't then, but I do now. I now know or knew within an hour after it happened that it 

come in trom the starboard side - through the door. on the starboard side. 

Q. Was that the relult of the roll the lhip took? 
A. Yel, air. 

EXAllIllATlON BY TIlE BOARD 

Questionl by the Senior Member: 

Q. Was there a eoadng on the door to your ItaterOClD? 
A. No J lir. There t s a coBming 1n the paSlageway off my Itaterocm.. It t I about 6 or 8 inches. 

It had CClllO over that. 

EXAMIl'IA!rION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Que.tiona by coun.el for the board: 

Q. Was the door to the main deck open? 
A. Ye.. It was open. 

Q. Do you know if it was open prior to the collision! 
A. 110. It ulually was open. We had blackout curtains in front or it and botb or the main 

doors on the Itarboard side while underway. Tbere were people working in the orrices, etc. It was 
for ccmfort. 

Q. Lieutenant (junior grade) Covert, was a copy of the P'I!AIIX E. EVANS Damage Control Book 
recovered? 

A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Do you have a copy in your po.leI11on'l 
A. Yel, lir. (handillg 1 t to counael) 

Counsel ror the board: At this tilDe Counsel ""uld uk that tbis copy be marked Exhibit 77 for 
purpose. of identification. (Handillg it to the Senior Member). 

EXAllIllATlOlI BY TIlE BOARD 

Queltiona by the sanior _ber: 
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II. Mr. Covert, could you Itate what the ItatUi of thil book ii, al to beiDs up to date, &I to 
the time of oo111sion? 

A. It 1ILI corrected by Lons Beach NavaJ. Shipyard, August 1968. I feel it i. a very accurate 
reproduotion of what the lhip hu. 

COuniel for the board: At thh time cOUlllel will not tender this into evidenoe but woUld like 
the board to exu!l.ne it for a later tender of the applicable part. that are helpful in this inves­
tigation, .ir. And, we would like to leave it IllU'ked u Bxbibit 77 for identification, dr. 

Senior Member: That '. quite latlofactory, counsel. 

Queltiona by the lenior member (oontinued): 

Q. I. this the muter copy? 
A. 1'0, air. 

Q. Was the muter copy recovered? 
A. Yeo, lir. It' I locked up in the SRF File •• 

Q. Does it differ from this? 
A. It shouldn't. 1'0, air. I haven't made any correction. to it. 

II. Are you confident that it does not differ from this? 
A. Re8Bonab~ confident. I haven't _ cheolted that one lince I put it together. ·1 could 

produce the master ODe I'm lure. 

Counsel for the board: Would it be acceptable with the board if we would have Lieutenant Covert 
check this book again.t the master and return it to the board for its Ule? 

Senior Member: This should be corrected to the MBter before we make any. use of it. 

Witne .. : I can briDs the muter if that would be •••• 

Counsel tor the board: Perhaps that 'WOuld be a better course. We will substitute the master 
as Exhibit 77 for identifioation. 

Witness: I believe that t. the one I have in SRF • 

• Senior Member: It the master 1s availab1e, let it be 8ubstituted into the record tor this ODe. 

Counle 1 for the board: Aye, aye, air. 

ElCAMINAl'ION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Q,uest1ona by counsel tor the board: 

Q. Mr. Covert, I believe, in addition to your testimony, you are, at the request of counsel, 
annotating certain pictures of the damage section of EVANS for the benefit of the board. Is that 
correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do tile pictures whioh you are annotatiDs proper~ depiot the .tatus of the EVANS as it exists 
in dry dock at the pre.ent time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And will the annotations on the picture., whioh will be presented at a later time, proper~ 
repre.ent the oondition of EVANS - of the leotions depioted' 

A. Yea; air. The Engineering spaces are LI they were on the day of the collision except for two 
pieces I Imaw of that w had to cut a""Y. other than that, frCIII the main deck to below it is a 
good liltene ... 

Counsel for the board: Counsel would lilte to advi.e the board at this time that this proce .. 
is not caaplete and we will tender those at a later time. 

Senior MeJOber: Very well. 

Q. Lieutenant (junior grade) Covert, did you note IllY partiCular performanoes by individuals 
that you deem worthy of c ...... nt to the board? 

A. I thought the entire crew acted in a very exelllplary manner on the fantail. I'm sorry I 
can't ••• I just don't remember who I was directing back there, name for name. Lieutenant Huff 
of the LARSON .... extreme~ helpful as were hi. crew ..... ber.. TheY' were a very effioient damage 
control partY'. 

Q. After the co1l1aion did you notice if there val any indication of vater present or dripping 
rrCIII the air ventilation duoting of any portion of the after leotion? 

A. Bo, I don't reoall. I know that SUbsequent to thi., ~ight DOW it i. because the vent ducts 
are cut on the port 8ide and rain can come in, but right after the c01l18~on ! don't remember. 

II. In your estimation could water have 0.- through the vent duct iDs 1IIlen the .hip rolled to 
.tarboard 1mDediate~ upon colliding with II:LBOUIUIE? 

A. You mean the officer. section? 
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1:1. ~ portion of the after section? 
A. I don 't think 10. I know it can 't get back into after officers. There 18 no exterior 

ventilation except on. 1IIDalJ.. very IIIDalJ. duct on the port sid.. I c&n't recall. off hand. any 
ventilation ductwork on the starboard aide to living ~ce8 or office apaces on the main deck • 

Counsel for the board: Counlel has no further questions of' this witness, air. 

~IOII BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the lenior member: 

Q. Mr. Covert, there are certain items which, after the cOllision, gave you a certain amount 
Of trouble or didn I t f'untion as designed. I had in mind luch 1 tems as drawers under )"O\U' bunk which 
flew out blocking the door, P250 stowage retainer device, if any, didntt withstand the shock of 
collision. Contacts on the VDS electrical control were found to be in pieces or pieces ,that vere 
not 1n their designed functional state and the after diesel switch board was apparently or may have 
been malfunctioning. I'm sure there may be other ite~ ot this character which, po8t~colliBion, 
did not appear to be in place or ready tor use because of shock of the co11181oo or for whatever 
reason. It may be, for instance, that the drawers had adequate· catches on them but they weren't 
clo •• d all the w"'f. It may be that the P250 .towage Clips or turnbucklei were not ... ed or tallen 
up properly. Do you have any COlllllents at all on th1s kind of design problem which the board could 
take into consideration with a view to improving the design of naval lhips? Row you may not wish 
to &:lswer that off hand •• It aeems to me you are in an ideal pos1tion to make an &8sesament of 
d.l1gn function&l1 .... and the proper and improper d.sign of .~ of th ••• items. If you would 
rather not answer it off hand. it might be us.ful if you would give thi. que.tion further thought. 

A. Yea, sir. I'd like to do that. 

1:1. Well. would you get in touch with counsel when you hive additional material that you would 
llke to present along this line? 

A. Yes, sir. 

1:1. In th1B regard. this would not just be restricted solely to your own thoughts. If your 
usociat.s of your ship's cGlIlJlany have any additional cOllllllents. you might properly include them in 
your submission. What I have in mind, of course, 1s a written document which could be a proffered 
to the board for its consideration. It might be necessary in connection with it to ask you to 
come before ua again. 

A. Yes, sir. , 
Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Covert, you are advised that you are priviledged to make any further 
statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you think should 
be a matter of record in connection therewith, that has not been brought out by the questions you 
have been asked. 

A. I think the reason the ship had the port li.t immediately following the collision- and also 
the panting of the forward bulkhead in the After Fireroan - I feel that there is a strong possibility 
that MELBOURNE might have been entangled in same of the obstrutions hanging over the port side, 
pulling us down as she maneuvered or as we were being maneuvered, and causing the list or the ship 
to go down a little faster than it should have for the size bole we had in the bulhead. At that 
time, I didn't know MELBOURNE was alogside and I didn't put the two together. 

Counsel for the board: May I ask you a question in clarification of that? 
A. Yea, sir. 

't. Did you ••• the list immediately correct itself when the MELBOtlRI/E cast off. or ""re you in 
a position to observe that? 

A. Ho, when I came up on deck, her flight deck was rubbing against the stack and she was 
pUlhing us slightly. I don't remember it when we pulled away - if when we pulled away, it corrected 
itself or not. 

1:1. When you went back aboard did it have a port list? 
A. Very slight. ~ maybe one to two degrees. 

Counsel for the board: Any further questIons tram the board in connection with this? 

Senior Member: JIIot now. 

Counsel for the board: Lieutenant Covert, we DOnu..l.l.y instruct witnessel not to discuss their 
testimony with &n7body elle, any prospective witness. In this case we temper that advice, authorizing 
you to diacu .. with oth.r. the it .... of d.o1gn d1fic1.nc1 •• which you may want to bring to the 
attention of the board. Other tban tbat we alt you not to dilcUJ:s your testimony with any wttneBS 
or any prospective w1tnels, and you Ihould not ~ any lucb witness to dilcuss his testimony with 
you. Do you understand the warning you have been liven? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Witness wu excuaed subject to recall, and he withdrew trClll the board room. 

Senior Member: We will take a short recels. 

Th. board r.c .... d at ll03 hours. 25 Jun. 1969. 
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The board opened at IllS hour., 2S June 1969. 

All perlona connected with the board, who were pre lent when the board r.c •••• d, vere again 
prelent. 

Lieutenant (junior grade) Robert H. Hiltz, U. S. Nlval Relerve, w •• called a •• vitne •• by 
coun •• l for the board. va •• worn, and axamdned .1 follOW.: 

Counlel for the board: Lieutenant Hiltz, you have been called 8 •• witDe •• for this board 
of investigation which Is inquiring into the circumstances lurrounding the colli.ion of BHAS 
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it I, underltood that you have evidence which may 
Issiat the board in it, investigation. Under United State. law, no witness m.y be compelled to 
answer any que.tion, the anlwer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may reful. to 
answer any such questions. Do you under.tand that? 

LTJG Hiltz: Ye., sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCl\ Til!: Ba.\RD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Would you state your name, grade and present organization? 
A. Robert M. Hiltz, Lieutenant (junior grade), United States Naval Reserve. 

Q. What Ihip .re you att.ched to? 
A. USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-754). 

Q. Were you attached to her on 3 June? 
A. Yes, sir. I was. 

Q. Inviting your attention to the collision which occurred in the e.rly morning, could 
you tell the bo.rd what was your first indication that something amiss had occurred? 

A. Yes, dr. On that morning I had awoken at apprOXimately 0250. I had gone to -bed early 
that night, so I just naturally woke up. I looked at my watch, .and realizing that I di~n't have 
to get up for awhile, I turned back over and went back to Ileep. I wasn't in a deep sleep. I 
feel that I was thrown into the starboard bulkhead by my bunk. 

Q. What room were you in? 
A. I was in after officers in the furtherest aft and starboard stateroom. 

Q. Approximately what frame was that? 
A. That h-, approximately, frame 110. I was thrown into the bulkhead and then I wal thrown 

onto the deck between my bunk and a file cabinet which il in the stateroom. Hr. Murphy, who 
sl~eps in the same stateroom, fell out of his bunk on top of me. This pu.hed my head into the 
water. It felt like there was about 2 feet of water. This scared me quite a bit. I scrambled 
up trying to get out of the stateroom. I ran forward through the passageway in .fter officers 
and went out on the starboard side, out the passageway and out onto the starboard side CD the 
main deck. I he~, "GQ, GQ, go to your Battle St.tions. 1t 

~. Where had you heard this from? 
A. I am not positive. I am really not pOlitive where it came from. I he.rd it when I was 

in my stateroom and IS I was going out. I can't •• y where I heard it from, but I did hear it 
"CQ, GQ. go to your Battle Stations. 1I So when I lot on the main deck, I tried to 10 to my 
General Quarters Station. I went up the l.dder going up to the torpedo deck On the .t.rbo.rd 
.ide and .tarted to go forward to go up to Comb.t where my Battle St.tion was. I noticed that 
the forward part of the ship v •• mi •• ing. So I went back down that ladder, down onto the aain 
deck .nd told the people that I law there to go back to the f.ntail. They were .till moving 
forward and I didn't think that we ought to be going forward, 10 I told them to go back to the 
fantail. The people were telling me that they bad to 10 to their GQ Station., 10 I bad to:tell 
them to go to the fantail. To get them to go to the fantail, I bad to tell them the forward part 
of the ship Ws ailling. So from there I went back to the .t.rboard side of the f.ntail myself 
and ...... Hr. Covert who seemed to have the situation well in hand back there. lie bad people 
organized and they weren't running .round. They were standing there .Dd he vas talking to them. 
I think it was him, but I am not .ure, somebody I.id, "We need Ufe j.ckets." So I vent back 
up the .tarboard side and I went into my .tateroom bec.use I knew that I had a 11fe j.~ket there. I 
picked that one up .nd then went b.ck out .nd went up on the torpedo deck looking for 11fe j.ckets 
in the life j.cket locker that is up there. 

Q. What type. of life jacket. are .towed in that locker up there? 
A. Kapok life j.cket. are stowed in the one on the torpedo deck. 

Q. Do you know, apprOXimately, how any? 
A. I would lay that there are about fifteen of them that are stowed there. They are for 

the midships stations. Thole life jacket. had .lready been t.ken. So from there I went into 
the helo hangar with SN BOots, who was with me, .nd picked up the ••• Went up into the 10ft, that 
i. a loft in the helo hang.r, where ~ It ow our test equipment, and picked up, I would •• y, about 
six inflatable type life jacket. there. While I wa. up there I knew that we were scraping 
along~ide .~thing, beeaule I heard the met.l ripping and could feel the hang.r .baking from 
.omething hitting along*lda it. So we got out of there. I got b.ck on the helo deck .nd went 
down the .tarbo.rd l.dder there and went back to the fantail. Then I went into MOunt 53 to aee 
if there were any more 11fe jackets in there. There was a Seaman Moneaux in that mount. He wa.' 
getting the last of the life jackets out of there at that time. He had already cleared most of 
them out. 
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Q. Seaman whol 
A. Moneaux. 

~. Would you .pell It? 
A. M·o-N-E·A·U-X. He bad thTDWn the last of those out. So 1 got out of theTe and I could 

~~e we weTe sitting up against the atarboard • I think it wa. the starboard quarter of the 
~~LBOURNE. I went up the port side and I saw a Lieutenant Commander from the AUltralian Navy 
on the fantail of the MELBOURNE. I didn't know hi. name then but I have aeen him .ince. It 
was Lieutenant Commander Dennis Ros~(sic), Australian Navy. He yelled at me that he had a line 
for me. I could see the line dangling down from the fantail, ao I hollered for two people that 
were atanding on the port quarter to come up and give me a n.nd. I don't remember who they were, 
~ut thry were two engineering types. They came up, took the line, pulled It through the chock 
and secured It to the bitt. Then the MELBOURNE paaaed a wire line that they wanted ua to aecure 
to the torpedo deck. Lieutenant (junior grade) Murphy from the EVANS was there, and he went 
up to the torpedo deck to get that .ecured. So I went from there ••.• 1 saw a light on the atern 
section shining down from the MELBOt."RNE, on the flight deck, and he IBid. "Tell your people to 
come up here, they can step right acroas. 1I What he was talking about wa. up at our ECM 'lWo. our 
pecondary ma.t, there waa a platform. It w~s leaning right against the MELBOURNE. So I went 
back to the fantail and told Pruden, Signalman First Class, and Copley, Gunner', Mate First 
Clas~, to start routing the people up aeross the helo deck and over acro •• the ECM ma.t onto 
the :·mLBOURNE. Half of them went down the other way up the port side where they had thrown 
over some ladders, some Jaeob. ladders. 

Q. aetraeing your Iteps • after you obtalned the life jackets you referred to, what was 
your ob,ervation as to whether or not all personnel had life jackets? 

A. Everyone that I law on the fantail at that time had one, but I law other people later 
on the port side that did not have a llfe jacket on. There were very few that didn't have life 
jackets, but I donlt know haw many it was. 

Q. \;hat were the circ1.m1stances under which you left the EVANS? 
A. After I had gone back to the fantail and was walking around there trying to make .ure 

that everybody went in one line or the other and got off, I started to take a walk around the 
deck to make .ure that everybody had gone off. I went up the starboard aide and when I came 
back d~4n to the fantail the Executive Officer of the MELBOURNE wa. there, and I told him that 
I was checkilg to make .ure everyone wa. off and he told me that everyone wa. off. I remember 
his exact words. He aaid, IlGo on and get off the lhip. fI So I checked around and looked around 
and everyone was off except, I'm pretty lure, Hr. Covert and Mr. DUnne were .till on board. So 
I walked arouna to the port side where they had thrown a Jacob. ladder over and I vent up with 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Bowler. We all three went Up the ladders. 

Q. And based on your observation of the events in the vicinity of the fantail. do'J9U 
believe that the efforts of EVANS personnel were well directed and effective? 

A. Yes. sir. I do. Through the coordination, I guess, of Hr. Covert. I wa.n't there at 
all times. but people I noticed that were doing a good job· making sure that everyone got out 
of the compartments and didn't run around, getting organized· were Pruden and Copley. the 
Signalman Pirst Clasa and Cunner'i Mate ,irat Class. They were helping people out of the 
compartment, telling them what to do, and generally organizing the people on the fantail. All 
the people were liltening to them and going where they were told to go. I think that Pruden 
and Copley did a real fine job back there on the fantail. 

Q. Now 80ing to a .lirhtly different subject, you indicated you woke up at 2:50 and realized 
that you had lome time before you had to get up. Wn.t time would you DOt'Ully have had to get upl 

A. I would have been awakened at about 0320. 

Q. And for what purpoael 
A. I va. to relieve the watch on the bridge. 

Q. Who would you have relieved? 
A. I would have relieved Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramsey. 

Q. Hive you relieved Lieutenant (junior grade) Ramsey on prior occaaional 
A. Yea, sir. I have. Many time •• I would .ay, sinee we left Subic the last time during 

the workup phrase of the exerciae that we were in, during the exerciae itself, I did relieve 
Mr. Ramooy. 

Q. On every Decaaion? 
A. I couldn't be real lure. I tried to 10 back in ., adnd and .ay for lure. I relieved him 

a lot of time. but I'm not sure if it va. every time. 

Q. Dld you find that he pa .. ed on adequate lnformation to you at the tta. you .. oUeved? 
A. I'd .ay that I got an excellent relief from Mr. llamsey. Whenever Mr ....... ey palsed the 

watch to me, I had the full picture. He went to great IeDlth. to make St .hl!' lure that 
everything wal right. If there was an exeric.e coming up where .pecific information had to be 
pa.aed to the OQ). that _ •• age was there or information waa there and he would bave the 
appropriate operating procedure. and Opardezos there and would have them _rked. Everything vas 
pa.led on to me in a r .. lly good manner. I'd say that I got an excellent relief from him, Mr. 
Rameey, every time. 

Q. DieS you find any inaccuracies in the tnformation that he pa.led on to you at any timel 
A. No, .1... I dld not. Thi. 1. why I .ay that I think I got an excellent ... llof. 

Coun.el for the board: Caunlel haa no further qua.tions for thi. witness. 
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IXAKINAnON BY TS lOUD 

queltlonl by the lenior member: 

Q. Mr. Hiltz, do you have any comment. on life jacket .towage on board ,hlp a •• reBult of 
your experience in •• arching for 11fe jacket,? 

A. Admiral, I have one COI'IIDent that .•• When I WDt back On board the .hip, whee ,he came into 
Suble, I went into one of the engineering .pace.. I think it vas the After rit.room, I'm pretty 
lure it wa. the After Fireroom, where I noticed all the inflatable type life jacket, that we 
have for the perlonnel down there were atill banaina on a railing where they were normally kept. 
They were buckled and hanging on a r&1_11ng. It •• ems atrange to me with everyone looking for 
life Jacketl, that the Ie people had them right in their apace. I don't blame them, 1 wouldn't 
have stopped to get them either. However, I wa. wondering if maybe there shouldn't be a place 
right before the enaineering spaces that they could It ow them 10 that if they did have to come 
out they could get to them. This is just an observation on my part. AI far a. fore and aft 
stovage, I think they are split up very well for the number of people. 

Q. In FRANK E. EVANS the practice was, I presume. that General Quarter. va, where each 
perton could don a life jacket? 

A. That i, .ffirmative, 'ir. 

Q. This 1s perhaps the reason that they vere .towed in the engineering .paee it.elf? 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. Are you lugge.ting that an additional number Ihould a. well be .tawed out.ide? 
A. No, lir. I w.s thinking that when we did 80 to General Quarterl, if they were atow.d 

right at the access, the people could put them on a. they were gOing to their ltation, pick them 
up as they were going down into their engineering .paee •• 

Q. In regard to your hearing the word p •• ,ed about General Quarter. al you emerged from 
your stateroom, it is possible that it was limply .omeone in ... the pas.age~ay at the ~? 

A. Yes, lir. Very possible. 

Q. Is it po •• ible that it was an announcment OVer the tHe announcing .ystem? 
A. Yel, sir. They are both very possible. The .peaker is in that pal.aseway there. The 

on~ thing that I did notice is that I did not hear the bells that go along - the gong or the 
be1ls. that go along with the General Quarters alarm. 

Q. 
A. 

on the 

Are there any microphones for the IMC sy.tem in the after part of the .hip? 
Yes, 'air. There are. In the midships pa •• ageway, and there i. one that can b. 

quarterdeck, if the quarterdeck is .fe. But it was not .. t up at that time. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for Hr. BlItz. 

.et up 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Hiltz, at this time you are privileged to make any further 
statement concerning the subject matter of the investigation which has not been brought out by 
the previous questions asked if you by the board, or by counael. Do you have anything to add? 

LTJG Hiltz: No, air. I do not. 

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and wit~drew from the board room. 

Chief Storekeeper Larry I. Malilay, U. S. Navy, va. called as a witneaa by counsel for the 
board, wss sworn, .nd examined as follows: 

Counsel for the board: Chief, you have been called a •• witness for this board of investigation 
v:hich is inquiring into the circumstances sun-ounding the collision of HMAS ICLJOORNE and USS 
FRr.:nc E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may .ssiat the board in its 
investig.tion. Under United States law, no witness may be compelled to anrwer any question, the 
answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to answer any such questions. Do 
you understand what I have said? 

SKC Maltley: Yes. air. 

IXAKINAnON BY COUNSEL F(l\ TIE BOUD 

Questions by counsel for the board? 

Q. Would you state your name, your grade and the ,hip to vhich you are a •• igned? 
A. lArry 1. 1Ia11lay, SKC, USN, 467 92 12, USS FlANK E. EVANS (DD-754). 

Q. How long have you been assigned to EVANS? 
A. Since October of 1965, sir. 

Q. IIDw long have you been in the NIVY, Chief 1Ia1Uay? 
A. OYer fifteen year, sir. 

Q. Inviting your attention to the early morning hours of 3 June, what wa. the first notice 
tha t you had that oomethlng might be happening - oomethlng unulual mig ht be happening? 

A. I wal asleep, sir. There wal just a big crunch. It threw me out of my bunk and every­
body in the CPO quarters stood up ju.t like I did. We were groping our way to get out of the 
compartment. 
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Q. May I .top you at that pOint a moment? Where were you deeping? A. I WI •• 1e.plng in the forward aeetion of the .hip just behind the foree •• tle. 
Q. And an what deck i. that compartment located? 
A. That would be from the malndeck, then the CPO me •• and below •• ir. 

Q. The .ecand deck below the main deck? 
A. Yea, air. The I.eond deck below the main deck. 

Q. Do you know the number of the compartment? Do you recall the number of the compartment? A. I cannot r~call. sir. 

Q. How many other chiefa were in 
A. There were eleven of Us, lir. 

master chief - sleep in the officer', 
on watch. So there were eleven CPO'. 

the compartment at the time? Do you know? 
Two of the senior chiefs - one .entor chief and one 

.t&teroom just across from the XO'. atateroom. and one Vis in the compartment when it happened. 
Q. When you felt thi. "erunch, II were there any light. in the compartment? A. I recall, sir. there is one battle lantern which has got a wire 80 that you cannot take it off. That automAtically l1gb!s when the power .witch i. ahut off from the main generators. 
Q. Did it go on at thi. time? 
A. It went on, lir. but you cannot take it off from where it i. located. It hal the w1re attached to it. 

Q. Then what happened, after you gathered together in the compartment. What happened next? A. The .hip made a 90 degree lilt and it va. hard for UI to get out of the compartment. 
Q. A 90 degree list to which 8ide, Chief? 
A. It was to the .tarboard side, air. We were atepping on the bulkhead in.tead of the deck end lockers were strewn allover the place making it hard for UI to get to the hatch •. Chief Cannington recalled that he had a penlight in hi. locker and aaid that he would get that penlight. When be wa. able to get the penlight he handed it to the first man clole to the hatch. With that little penlight, we were able to locate a little exit goins out of the compartment. 

Q. 
A. 

place. 

were you able to go up the ladder to that exit? 
By cra~ling underneath, because of the doorl and the lockers which are allover the 

Q. 
A. 

Who was the Chief in the lead that he handed the light to? 
I recall, sir, it was Chief Cash, Machinist's Mate. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you apeel his name C-A-S-H? 
Yes, sir. 

Q. After he found the door, the hatch, what did you do then? A. Well, he shouted, "This is the way going out." We all lined up in orderly fa.hion and tried to get out of that hatch. I recall that Chief Cannington was the last man in the group. 
Q. Do you recall where you were in the line· to get out? A. I was the third man from the last, air. 

Q. Who we. behind you? 
A. It was Chief Proctor. He is a Gunner'a Hate, atr. 

Q. And Chief Canningtan? 
A. Chief Cannington i8 the last man, air. 

Q. Would you tell the board then how you managed to get through the hatch and out of the lhip? 
A. Well, we crawled our way to that hatch. I jUlt followed the next man in front of me because it wa. dark. When Chief Cash wa. out of the hatch, he handed the penlight to the next man and 10 on. I just followed the next man in front of me until the water Itarted coming into the next level of the hole. 

Q. What level wa. that? Wa. that in the Chief'. He •• ? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. How much water was coming 1n, Chief? 
A. It was coming in pretty fast, Itr. The man in front of me, when be lot out of the hatch on the main deck, it was already under the vater. I barely brought myaelf out of the batch by· atraining myself, holding onto that cover of that hatch and forced myself way out. By the time I wal out of the water, I would .ay that it was alr.ady under five feet because I had to wwim up when I lot out of the hatch. 

~. After getting to the level of the CPO He .. , what routa did you follow fram there to set to the main deck and off the ahip? 
A. Fram the CPO He •• , air? 
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Q. Ye •• 
A. There wa. one ladder that roe. up to tho main deck. I ju.t followed the ladder where the next man in front of me wont out. We were lueJty that the hatch woo not j_d in that part. When I went out of there. I just .hot to the lurf.ce. 

Q. Was that the hatch to the forec •• tla that you are tatking about? A. Y.s, dr. That 1. the lame hatch. There 1. only one hatch there. 

Q. Wa. the hatch open, do you recall. or was just the acutti. open? A. The hatch we. open, air. 

Q. Wa. it braced open by the rod. that hold It open? A. I cannot recall. sir. but all I noticed 1. that it va. open. 

Q. What was the lighting in the CPO Me •• when you went through it? W •• it illuminated in any way? 
A. No, sir. I didn't ,ee any I11hts at all in there. 

Q. Do you know if it has a battle lantern like the one in the CPO Quarters? A. It has got one, air. 

Q. Did you notice if it wa. lighted? 
A. I didn't recall that there va. any light, .1r. in that part. 

Q. When they handed the penlight back along the line did it eventually reach you? A. I can't recall that it reached me. I w. JUlt following the nezt man because everybody vas going a. fast 8s we could to get out. 

Q. Did you .ee anyone other t"-' the other chiefa leaving the .hip? A. Well, when I surfaced, sir, I saw the next man behind _, Chi.f Proctor. He surfaced a180. 

Q. He did? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. How about Chief Canning ton? 
A. I didn't aee him surface at all. 

Q. Of the eleven men that were in the CPO Quarters, how many "f them aurvived the accident? A. Ileve~of us, air, not counting the two in the officer. stateroom. 

Q. Did Chief Proctor get out? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. But Chief Canning ton did not? 
A. I didn't see him, air. 

Q. And were there aome in the line ahead of you that did not get out? A. No, sir t everybody got out ahead of me. 

Q. You were what number in line? Eight? 
A. Yes, air. I was the third from the lalt. 

Q. Do I understand your testimony that everyone in the Chief's compartment with you, except Chief Cannington, survived, is that correct? Iveryone that was in the compartment at that time? A. I didn't .ay survived, air. Two of the chi.f, that I know that vent out did not aurvive, although they were able to get out of the compartment. 

Q. You saw then le,ve the ship? 
A. Yes, sir. I am sure because they were ahead of me and when I looked back only two of the chief. were behind me. So I presumed that everybody wa. out tben. 

Q. And which two were thOle? 
A. That wss Chief Proctor and Chief cannlngton. 

Q. Which are the two that you did not a.e later that were ahead of you? A. Well, that wa. Chief King and Chief Be •• , .ir. 

Q. Did any of you have 11fe jacket. on? 
A. NOt one of u. had a life jacket. There are DO life jackets in the forward section of the .hip. 

Q. 
A. 

for the 

Where 10 your 11fe jacket normally kept? 
It is kept close to the ship's office - close to the laundry. life jackets, clos. there to the laundry •• ction, sir. 

Q. Ie that your General Quarters Station? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Where is your General Quarters Station? 

There ia a locker ther~ 

A. It i8 close to the Supply Office making emergency breakouts for any parts that would breakdown in the ship. 
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Q. So was it the .hLp'. practice to keep life jacket. at the General Quartera Station? Wa. that the .hips practice? 
A. Yel, air. That i. the location of the life jackets. 

Q. And you indicated that the hatch you went through was under water when you emerged. I. that correct? 
A. Yes, .11'. 

~. What did you see when you lurfaced? 
A. I saw the rest of the Chiefa swimming there and shouting for help toward. the MELBOURNE. 
Q. Could you see the MELBOURNE at that time? 
A. Yes, .11'. It was lighted and the only thing that we could see was the .hip that v •• the closest to the vicinity of where the EVANS collided - where' the EVANS we,' hit. 

Q. Did you observ~ the bow of EVANS after you goC clear? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you describe what you saw? 
ii. Well, when I went out of the hatch and va, awinning to the surface I looked back at the ship &:11.1 it was turning" "turtle", outside from making that 90 degree list. It kept on turning "turtlfo" with the keel almost way up. Mostly because of the gun mounts and because of the bridge. the weight of it, that turns the .hip upside down. 

Q. Did you se. it sink? 
A. Yes, sir. I saw it sink. 

of the Chiefs hollered to get out 
suck u/,= in. 

I tried to ,wim as fast as I could away from it, becaule one from there because there might be aome auction and it might 

Q. jbl.,- far away were you when it did sink? 
A. Just about 10 yards I would say, sir. 

Q. Whst part sank first. 
A. It was the severed aection of the ship, sir. 

Q. The after part of the bow went down first? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you see the sonar dome sticking up? 
A. No, afr. I eidn't see the sonar dome. 

Q. H£n.' long were you in the water? 

: 

A. It had been a long time, sir. About an hour. because I had been swimming towards the :!ELD7.1R:'E the moment I surfaced. Everybody started switrlIling towards the MELBOUIRE. I did the sa:ne thing and the more I swam towards NELBOURNE. I didn't realize that the MELBOURNE was still golns fast because of the speed of the ship when it hit the EVANS. I thought that it was very near .•. ! could see it wa~ very near, but I didn't know it was atill going. The more I tried to ewim towards the MELBOUR!a:, the farther it seemed to get. The current> seemed to carry me further away from the rest of the group. After swimming for quite a long time I noticed that the boats from the l1f.LBOUR..l.lE and the helicopters were picking up survivors and I wal too far away from the group. That is why I was picked up last. 

Q. Did you have anything to hang onto durins thb swim! A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you able to stay clolle to the other chiefs? 
A. No, sir. Everybody was swimming towards it. I had been a good ~r, and I thought I could get faster to the MELBOURNE. I didn't realize that the distance was 10 far away and I was not able to reach the MELBMNE at all. 

Q. Did you s.e the two chiefs that you identified as Chief HeSI and Chief cash in the water after you left the EVANS? 
A. You mean Chief Hen and Chief Xing, sir? 

Q. Chief King, I'm 80rry. Did you see them afloat 1u the water after you got away from the EVANS? 
A. I did. Yes, 11r. 

were swimming, ju.t like I 
~bem later on aftar ~hat. 

They were Ihoutins for help ju.t like everyone elae. I thought they was. Everybody w .. lookins for lomethLns to cHns on. I didn't .ee 

Q. Going back to the life jacket que.tion. If there had been a locker in the CPO Quarters for such jackets, do you think you would have .topped to put one on when you were exlting the CPO Quarter.? 
A. Yes, sir. I think 10. 

Q. And how were you aventually picked up, Chief MalUay? A. After floatins for a long time, air. I could lee the helo makins a big c1re1e in the Icene of the disa.ter. They hadn't plcked up any survivorl. I wal on the point of exhaustion. The belo was on it l • way to the HELBCMlNE, I thillk. when it pal.ed by _ and .aw me. They lowered a man down to pick me up by boilt or lomethLns from the helD. 
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Q. I mi .. ed the last part, did you .ay you were picked up by the helo? A. Yea, .ir. 

Q. Did a man come into the water a180 from the belo? A. Yea, .ir. 

Q. You indicated that it seemed like a long tillle. Are you basing this on what it •• _d to you, or did you actually have a watch that you looked at during thi. time? A. Yes, air. I had • watch and when I wa. brought to the MELBOURNE, I loat coneciouenee. when I was airborne. When I woke up in MELBOORNE'. lick bay I looked up at my watch and it just read four thirty· five. 

Q. Had you looked at your watch prior to that time? 
A. No, air. 

Q. I presume that your watch i. water proof, ia that correct? A. Yes, air. The aame watch I'm wearing now. 

Q. Returning to the Ufe jacket question ag41n. Would the Ufe jacket. for par_1 vb<> ~sve their General Quarters Stations in the bow of the .hip be in the bow of the EVANS? A. No, ,ir. The life jackets are beirs placed in designated lockers and not in the perlonal possesalon of the man. 

Q. Now ,upposing a man is assigned the gun mount in the forward part of the ,hip. Would hi. life jacket be there in the gun mount? 
A. I used to lee ,ome life jackets in there, but I cannot .ay if they leave life jackete in there for that certain purpose. 

Q. But your life jacket was at your General Quarters Station? A. Yes, air. In the Supply Office. 

Q. Chief, did you notice the performance of duty of any particular individuale d~rlng this disaster that you think are deaerving of comment? 
A. Well, I would aay, dr, that for Chief Cannington. who volunteered to give UI hia fla~hlightt it helped us a lot in getting out of that compartment. Because it vas dark in there and we were lost because of the 90 degree list of the ship, it vaa hard to find our vay out. With that penlight Chief Cannlngton gave to the first man, it helped us • lot in setting out'of that compartme.nt • 

• Q. what hod been his position in line before he went to get the flash light? A. We were still in groups at that time. We weren't lined up when he vent to get the nash light. 

Q. Did he volunteer to take the last place in the line after he gave the flash light to the first man? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: I have no further questions. 

Senior Member: I have no questions of this witnea •• 

Counsel for the board: Chief, at thi. time you are privileged to make any additional statements connected to the subject matter of the inveatigation which you think should be broulht out that have not been brought out by the previous que. tiona. Do you have anything to add to ~hat you have stated? 
A. Nothing, sir. 

The witness was duly warned concerning hi. testi.mDny and withdrew from the board room. 
The board recessed at 1155 hours, 25 June 1969. 
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The boord reconv.ned at 1345 houri, 2S June 1969. 

All per,ons connected with the board who were pre.ent when the board rece ••• d, w.re &sain present. 

Senior Member: The hearing I. open. 

Counsel for the board (CDR CI ••• ): The hearing I, reconvened In open I ••• ion. Any perlon who .. y be called as a witneu 1 ••• ked to withdraw. 

LCDR Allen John Le.lie Tyrell. Royal New Zealand Navy, va. called al • witae •• by counael for the board, wa. sworn and Celtified 8. follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY COONsEL rca Til! BC\\RD 

Qu.stions by coun •• l for tho board (CDR Glass): 

Q. You have been called as • witness before thi' board which 1. inquiring into the clrcum­.tances surrounding tho collls1on of IIMAS HELBOURJIE and USS nANK E. EVANS hacaule it 10 under­.tood that you have evidence which may a •• 1st the board In its inveJtigation. You are warned that you may refuse to answer any question. the answer to which may tend to expOI. you to • penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to raise the objection and for the board to decide whetber you must anawer the question or not. Do you understand tho •• _tter.7· A. Yes, air. 

Q. Your full name and rank, pl.a •• ? 
A. Allen John Leslie Tyr.ll, LCDR, aoyal New Zealand Navy. . Q. And were you on tho night of the 2nd and 3rd of Jun. aioeigned for i1uty on bond ItfAS HELBot)R~? 
A. No, air. I was assigned for duty on the staff of Flag Officer Commanding Au.tr.li~n Fl.et. 

Q. I •••. 
..... As opposed to MELBOURNE:. 

~. And unier what circumstances did you, &s a member of the Royal New Zealand Navy, come to be serving on the staff of FOCAF? 
A. 4rrangement purely for Exercise Sea Spirit, sir. to give me experience in the operational end under these conditions. 

,~. And the experience you were to get was in what partf.cular department of naval activities? ~. ~ith the or3anization, sir. I was respon.ible for surface operations, repleniahment, gunnery and intelligence for the exerciRe. 

Q. ~ow, where ~re you at the time the collision occurred? A. In. the Admiral's office, sir. 

Q. Awake or asleep? 
A. I was aslee? until I heard a pipe made, air. 

Q. What pipe was that? 
A. It was inl!1stinct, but I clearly remember the word, "collidon." 

~. What was your first observation thereafter? A. That the engines were going .stern, and almost limultaneously the caapartment I val in whipped violently from starboard to port. All the loole objects in the office were thrown from .tarboard to port. 

Q. 
n. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
time? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Dld you note the time of this occurrence? 
Yes, sir. By my watch it wal 031S. 

And hen,' reliable can we judge your vateh to have be-en at that time? Itts an old watch, sir, but it's fairly reliable. 

Had you recently checked it against any other clock? 
Nn, sir. 

Later did you check it? 
No, sir. 

Do you believe it was correct, or do you believe it vas ahead or •• tern of the correct 
I believe it was correct, Bir. 

What time did it .how? 
03lS, a1r. 

Q. What was tho first thing you did aft.r that? A. Immediately after tbe ~act, I left the Adadral'. office and proceeded forward about 30 yards through a passageway and out onto the port after Iponlon. 
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Q. Where i. thot in rel.tion to the length of the ohip on the port .ide7 
A. About 30 yardo up the port .ide from the port quarter, .ir. 

Q. From the •.•. 
A. Port quarter. 

Q. Port quarter? 
A. Yes. air. 

Q. And whot did you ob.erve from thot point7 
A. I observed a v.slel. which I took at Eirlt to be a complete veslel lying on tt. atar­

bo.rei side and brealtlng away to port - from HELBOVRNE 18 bow. 

Q. 
A. 

Through what angle had it rolled to Itarboard in your estimation? 
80 degrees. 

Q. 
,\ . And how was it sitting in the water &. regards the bow and Item of the aection? 

The btnV' was up 10 degree A in relation to the after end. 

Q. What was the next event that commanded your attentton? 
A. The bow section had reached the position, roughly abeam to port of MELBOURNE'. i.land and 

then it rolled further to .tarboard. To my'estimation, looking at the keel and the btlge rail., 
it WAs over at an angle of about 150 degre •• from the normal uprlaht po.ition to .tarboard. At 
tbis stage. there was a lot of noise coadng from inside the hull which I a •• umed at the time to be 
cable shifting in the cable locker. 

Q. Did you ob.erve any life raft. at thi. time7 
A. -Ye., air. 

Q. What did you see :Ln that connection? 
A. I observed a number of Ufe rafts had been launched from somewhere fOl'Ward on the port 

aide of IIELBOVRNE. Also the group I was with at the time, _Jaunched two from imMdiate1y 
forward of the port after sponsoon. . '. 

Q. 
lnflate 

A. 

Now the 11fe rafts tb.t 
correctly? 

had been released from the port side of MELBOlJR.NE. dld they 

lorward or aft. sir? 

Q. Forward. 
A. I only .aw lnflated 11fe rafts, air • 

• 
Q. Did they have light. burning7 
A. Yel, air. 

Q. Could you .ee any life raft. at this time that had come from EVANS7 
A. I don't know, air. 

Q. Did you lee any people in the water near the bow section? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you tell us what you saw? 
A. Approximately 20 p~rson. 1n the water around by the bow aection. I could hear them 

calling out. There were approximately a dozen on the bow lection itaelf hanclng on to the bille 
ran and the keel. 

Q. Whot hoppened to tho •• per."". a. the hull rolled further to .tarboard7 
A. Apprcx1mate1y 8 of them .Upped down the hull and into the water and remained in the 

viCinity of the hull. The r .... ining 4 continued to cling on to the hull it •• lf. 

Q. Whet w .. the next thing thot you ob.erved7 
A. About 4 minute. later the bow section completed rotating to .tarboard until 1t val 

completely Inverted. At the lame t~1 the bow angle went up to about 60 deareet and 1n that 
poaition it .11d .tra1ght down. alr. fore and aft llne 1n the water. 

Q. When wa. thi.7 
A. That w •• at 0324 by my watch, .ir. 

Q. And whot did you notice hoppening a. thi. bow .ection did under vater7 
A. There val a large di.turbance of a1r bubble., including I or 2 very large bubblea, came 

up from what I judged to be an open hatch jUlt abaft the capstan on the foreea.tle. 

Q. And what happened to the people who had been left clinging to the hul17 
A. Thoee four per.ons. dr, I lost light of them in thi, di.turbanee In tbe water. When 

it aubsided there were a large number of people atill in the water including tho.e who bad left 
the hull e.rlier. But whether that nuaber included tho •• 4 atill left on the bull, I can't .ay, 
air. 

Q. Did you .ee any boat. nearing the lurvtvor. at thi, ltage? 
A. Yea, .ir. There were two boat. from MELBOUllHE about half .-y to the bow •• ction at this 

time. 
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Q. Did you keep on obaerving until the boat. raachod the .urvivor.l 
A. No, .ir. 

Q. When you cea.ed to obaerve them, how far were they from the people 1n the water? 
A. 150 yard., air. 

Q. Well, from where you were ob,erving. where did you aD? 
A. I went down to the Quarterdeck, .ir. 

Q. And what did you find there 1 
A. I met the COI!I1aander, Connander Steven., who instructed me to take charge on the Quarter" 

deck and secure the .tem section alongside. 

Q. And how was that done? 
A. When I reported on the starboard lide of the Quarterdeck, I found LCDR Ro •• had just 

arrived, and ,0 I •• 1d to him that the Commander had instructed me to take charge. I •• 1d I 
would look after a.curing the stern of the EVANS 1f be would look .fter the actual proc •• , of 
getting survivors off the .tern aection. And we pal.ed • nylon line to hold it temporartly 
_&ainst the MELBOURNE'. ship aide. Then we paaled • double wire through what I took to be • 
replentishment at sea strong point. back onto MELBOURNE. And the stern, at this .ta,., vas 
lolling .lightly and a. it lolled toward. MELBOURNE, we took .lack down until we had the wire. 
taut. I then positioned a man with an axe by the fairla.d, and Instructed him he wa. to cut that 
wire on order from me and from nobody e1.e and he wa. to take no In.tructlon. from anybody el.e. 
My intentions at this .tage were· ba.ically the atem .ection .eemed .table. And it had sone 
d~,~ approximately 4 feet forward during this time and what I conlidered, if it did .ink or 
even tried to roll, the amount of negative buoyancy could be held by this doubled up wire until 
we got everybody off, and then we could cut it free. 

Q. And how many people at that .tage were on the fantail.of EVANS? 
A. My .lt1mate was 60. sir. 

Q. And who was the .enior officer preaent? 
A. As the last survivors were coming off, the Commander and myself called out down to •• e 

if there were any officers there. At thi. Ita.e, it waln't claar. We couldn't lee anyone 
~aring badges of rank, and there were in fact three officer.. We got them on the quarterdeck 
of HELBOUR!~, asked who was the senior officer and an officer identified h1Juelf al LT Dunne. 
He ~.ve ~ • report then of th~ state of the .hip internally which was relayed to the bridge • 

• 
Q. And had all the persons who had been on the fantail of EVANS by that time got on board 

NE LB (It;·R.llE ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

1. And what did you do at that stage? 
A. I waited for instructions from the bridge about cllting 100.e the .tem .ection. Prior 

to this. ::tL!OUltNE's COD'II\&nder (E) had given bi. prof.uion.l a.aelament of it •• tabl1ity and 
he said tlwt he thought that it could 80 down in 5 or 10 minutes. Commander Stevena then left 
the quarterdeck and proceeded to the bridge with thi. information and I talaphone call va. made 
to the quarterdeck instructing us when we were certain that the MELBOORNE per.ODnel who were 
stationed on the Item .ection were clear, to calt it off. 

Q. 
during 

A. 
lunk, I 

Had you youraelr noticed any deterioration in 
the time you had been there? 
Yes, sir. From the time of my arrival to the 
woul1 say, 4 feet. 

the poo1tion of the EVANS .tern .action 

time ... c .t it off, the forward end load 

Q. And having lunk 4 feet, how much fraeboard va. there at the forward end? 
A. It was only a rough guess, sir. I can't really remember, but I would .ay 3 or 4 feet. 

Q. The deciaion havina been taken to cast off the .tarn .ection. how vaa it dODe? 
A. We r.Iessed the doubled up wire and cl.ared that, and the lIst GAn on the et.rn .action, 

LCDR Patterson from MELBOURNE, relea.ed the nylon bawler and came back up the aluminum ladder 
we had rigged. 

Q. And did you observe the ste~n .ection after that time? 
J... Yeti.. sir. 

Q. What did you .e.l 
A. It floated out astern. I think MELBOURNE moved her port enginel to clear herlelf from 

the stern lection in ca.e it did topple. and then If floated out a.tern to a di.tance of about, 
initially 100 yards. and then further away a8 ttme prolree.ed. 

Q. Did you notice any change in the way it was .ltting in the water after it cleared 
l£ LBOUR!IE 1 

A. I thought that the forward end had •• ttle another foot, perhaps two feet, but it .eemed 
to bp, to me at that .tage, to be remarkably ltable. 

Q. Were you using binoculars at any Itage when you were ... kina these oba.rvations? 
A. No. air. 
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Q. When you .aw the ••• urrtyors in the water in the vicinity of the bow lection. what light did you bave to enable you to observe what wa. happening? A. Well, it was. clear night, sir. There wa •• considerable a.ount of moonlight, and also the flight deck "moonlighting" gave illumination. There was. aearch light from MELBOVRNE'. island onto the stern section, but there wasn't one on the bow .ection. and looking at the angles I thought this was because the edge of the flight deck in fact masked the bow aection from the position of the aearch light on the tsland. 

Q. Did you observe whether the "moonlighting" ftS on when you first came On deck? A. No, sir. 

Q. How much of the "moonl1ghtlngll on the flight deck of HELBOUR!."E spilled over into the water on the port side? 
A. I couldn't answer that, sir. All I know is what I observed, and there was sufficient li,;ht to see quite clearly what was going on on that bow section. I didn't worry about lights at all at that stage. 

Q. l~ve you ever observed from an outboard position the extent to which MELBOmL\~'s moonlights !lll.1r.l1nate the ' ... ater - the extent to which MELBCXJRNEts moonlights are visible? A. No, sir. I've never operated with MELBOURNE before. 

Q. When the bow leetion finally sank, at what distance was it from MELBOORNE? A. 3y my estimation, sir. 2~O yards on a bearing of red 160 from where I was standing, which would make it a bit different from the bridge of MELBOURNE. 

Counsel for the board (CDA Glass): Counsel bas no further questions. 

ElCAHINAnON BY TIl! B()\lU) 

Questions by a member (CAPT Shands): 

~. On the quarterdeck, were all the lights on? 
A. Which lights? 

Q. Quarterdeck lights. 
A. I can't recall that. 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Dtd you notice ""hether any portions of the after leetion of EVANS, while Ihe was lecured alo:1g!'i·1e ~:EU·cr~'RXE. were touching NELBotmNE' s side or sponlOn or any other part of MELBOURNE? ;". Yes, sir. l'art of the after superstructure was fouling the after whip aerial on MELBOURNE. !n :act At one state ~e thought we were loing to lose that whip aerial, but it eventually passed clear as the stern section moved a little further aft. 

Q. Did you observe any interference between the smoke stacks of, the .moke stack of the £=t~r fection and the MELBOt~NE's sides or superstructure? .. ,. Yo, sir. 

Senior Member: The board baa no further queations. 
Cnu~sel for the board (CDR Glass): You have the opportunity, statement covering anything relating to the lubject matter of the be recorded and which has not yet been brought out by questions. \-:ish to artd? 

LCDR Tyrell. to make a furth.r 
inquiry that you think lhould 
Is there anything that you 

A. Well. my part 1n this, sir, was very much a. an outsider. I was a bit reluctant in the first place to hop 1n and do socething. I va. told by the Commander to do lomething. I was • lUest on the ship. And the way the people reacted on the quarterdeck, and I wouldn't like to pick out anyone in particular, I think everybody there was dOing what they were trained to do and ~lhat you could expect them to do under theae circum.tance.. The one per.on who doe. ltand out 1n my mind was LI Dunne of the EVANS. When he identified hillllelf he Save u •• very soad, concise, clear· cut description of the atate of the lhip, the atate of the watertilbt integrity and thot it wa. clear of all American personnel. I think he had done a pretty good job. 

EXAKINAnON BY THE B()\lU) (Cont'd) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Hr. Tyrell, 1n your coanenCs jUlt now when you Uled the word "quarterdeck", WIre you lpeaking of the fan taU of EVANS or tha quorterded< of MELBOtaNE or lama othar lpot? A. The quarterdeck of HELBCKJRNE., air. 

EXAHINAnON BY COUNSEL FCIt Tilt BOUD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glals): 

Q. I think you laid he va. one of the lalt to come on board HlLBOORNE. among thOle those who had been on the fantaU. 10 that right? 
A. Yes, air. 

The witnell vas duly warned concerning hil t.stimony, and withdrew from the board room. 

460 



c o 
• LeDR Dennis Chamberlain ROle, loyal Australl .. Navy, val eal1ed a. a witn ••• by counl.I for 

the board. was .worn, and testified &. follows: 

EXAHINATIOII BY COONSEL F(J\ THE BCI'.RD 

Questions by cauns",l for the board (CDR Glass): 

Q. You have been called &s • witness for this board of investigation which 1. inquiring into 
the cireumstances lurrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS because 
it is understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in Its investigation. Under 
Australian la~ it 18 necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question. the answer 
to which may tend to expose you to • penalty or forfeiture. It will be for you to rat •• the 
objection and for the board to decide whether you must -..wer the queatlan or not. Do you 
understand those two obaervatlons1 

A. Yes, 5ir. 

Q. Would you please state your full name and rank? 
A. LCDR Dennis Chamberlain Rose. 

Q. And to what duties were you assigned on flMAS MELBOURNE on the night, 2nd and 3rd of June? 
A. Well. I'm the Air Group TAS Officer, s1r, Torpedo Antl~Submarine Officer, and on that 

nlcht I was briefing and debriefing air crew taking off for ASW patrols. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Room. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

And how long have you occupied that position in HELBOURIIE? 
In !otELBOURNE, air, aince mid-April, .arly April of thia year. 

Now, .hartly before the collislon were you on watch or a.leep? 
I was on watch, Itr. 

And where were you keeplng that watch? 
WeI!, it wa. split between the Briefing Room and the Air Direction Room and the Operations 

And where were you shortly before the colli.ion? 
In the Air Direction Room, lir. 

And what was it that first drew your attention to the fact that .omething was happening? 
When I heard two ahort blasts on the airen. 

Q. What did you then do? 
A. I was .n the middle of the Air Direction Room. I then moved towards the door in the after 

end of the ADR, about half way there. And as a reault of haVing heard the aimiliar two .irees a 
couple of nights before, I decided that having a job to do, I would leave it to the people on the 
bridge, so I went back to my job at the plot table, at the time. 

Q. And what was the next thing that you heard? 
A. The next thing that I heard was the pipe, "Hands to collision stations, II and I then oent 

.traight out the door and out on the flight deck. 

Q. And on the flight deck, what did you obaerver 
A. I ju.t got to the doorway of the i.land on the flight deck. I think I looked forward and 

I •• w the impact of the .hips. 

Q. And what caught your attention in that tmpact? 
A. Well, air, I have a vivid mental impression of seeing the main ma.t and funnel of EVANS 

ri.ing above the bow in a cloud of .team and smoke. It leems there must have been light there 
because I .aw this fairly clearly and then it dropped back .lowly out of .ight, beneath the bow. 

Q. Can I ju.t take you back one atep. OVer what .Yltem did you hear the alarm lounded before 
that? 

A. Well, I think it must have been the M4i~ Broadcast, lir. It seemed to me ~ ~e fairly faint, 
and thinking about ,t, I think it must have come from the Main Broadcast apeaker outside the door 
of the Operations Room - or the ADR rather, In the passageway. OUtside the door which wa. closed. 

Q. Well, did you hear the lound a.aociated with the colli.ion? 
A. Well, I think I did, 8ir. I'm lure I must have. Ther. wa. a roar, a breaking of metal, 

tbere va. jUlt • great noiae really of all those things mixed up. 

Q. Were you able to Ldentify any other aound that Y9U haard at that t1me? 
A. Any particular lound, air? 

Q. Yes. 
A. No, sir. I think it was mostly metal, metallic .ound and a r01r, which I later took to be 

.imiliar to .Ieaping Iteam. 

Q. And what effect did the colli.Lon have on your footing On the deck? 
A. It wa.n't obvious at the time, but it was more recollection. air, I was right in the doorway 

with, a. far aa I know, one foot inside the island and one foot on the flight d.ck out.ide, and I 
think I bad my hands braced on the edgel of the doorway. There was a jolt. It didn't aeem to me 
to be •• bad. jolt or .haking a. t would expected. And it only lasted two or thr~e aeconds, I 
thought, and than the lhip va. atUI again. I later discovered I had • bruise on my left thigh and 
I think I va. thrown againat the door edge. Although I hadn't noticed it at the time. 
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• Q. Well, what did you oblerve thereafter of the EVANS? 
A. Well, I w@nt to the .•• around to the forward of the i.land on the starboard catwalk which 

runs alonenlde the leland at flight deck level and looking forward towards the Item section hanging 
on the starboard bow. It was sl~'ly drifting a.tern, but virtually that 1s the beat way of describing 
it, just hanging on to the bow. And I think the malt was probably touching the forward aponson at 
the time. 

Q. And did you Dotice the .crews? 
A. I didn't notice the Icrews, sir. 

atern, a twin screws type wake 8s if the 
I noticed what seemed to me to be wake bubbling from the 

Icrews were Itlll turning ahead. 

Q. Old you notice her VDS? 
A. I noticpd the VDS cable hanging over the .tern In the water. 

~. DId you Ree any men? 
A. Yes, sir. I saw what I estimate to be 20 or 30 men standing around on the quarterdeck, 

well, standing, running. shouting. 

Q. What else did you observe at that time? 
A. \':cll. I s".' one man In the water passing fairly quickly aft. The ship was still moving 

ahesd am! so "'as EVANS. He was shouting, waving hi. arml and 'wil!llling at t~e same time. 

Q. Can you eive us .n estimate of the apeed at which MELBOURNE was moving at this stage? 
A. ltd say 4 or S knots. sir, but we were .lowing down all the time, 

~. Well. what did you do ,dth respect to liferaft.? 
A. Well, becauAe this chap was moving fairly quickly aft, I ran dm4n to the after end of the 

cat'l:i'alk and released the after liferaft in the hopes that it might be some uae to him. Unfortunately 
,~hen it hit the water, it wouldn't inflate, while another lailor and myself attempted to pull the 
rope and inflate it. By that time he waa past then. I knew there were people down aft. I could 
already see liferafts in the water down there, 80 I leff· then.,." : 

Q. Did you see any other - how many liferafts did 1PU aee down near the Itern? 
A. Well, I remember seeing one, I think there might bave been two, sir. 

Q. What was the next action you took? 
A. Well, after having seen the stern section pass beneath me furtber aft, I then went on to 

the flight deck and found that everybody there was mustering, obviously at emergency atations. I 
asked one offi~er where the bot., section was. He told me that it had just aunk - -

Q. What time was this? 
It.. ,,:hat I think was sbout 5 minutes after the collision, lir. 

Q. Yc~. 

A. I then asked another officer in the Air Group, the Air Electrical Officer, if he had 
anything for me to do, and he said he didn't. So instead of waiting around I went, with nothing 
to do, I went down to the Briefing Room where I guessed the air crew would be mustered, plus the 
Air Group Commander who is my senior officer, asked him if there was anything he had for me to do 
and he said, "No." So with his permission I then left the Briefing Room and went: aft to aee if 
there was anything I could do to help. 

Q. Where did you go to help, how far aft? 
A. I went straight to the quarterdeck. 

,C(. And what did you find there? 
A. Ther~ I found that EVANS had rested alongside the atarboard aide of the quarterdeck. There 

must have been about 20 people on the quarterdeck, • lot of ahouting. running around, and aome just 
standing looking at things. The only people dOing anything constructiVe that I noticed tmmediately 
was Petty Officer Scott, who was the quarterdeck petty officer trying to organize some men to get 
a line off a reel and there was a midshipman standing there gtving orders, I think. to that effect, 
to get a line out to the EVANS. So I took charge, told him I would take charge, aent him to the 
phone to contact the bridge to tell them that I vaa going to get a line across and a~cure the ahip 
alongside. 

Q. And was that in due course, done? 
A. That was done, air. yea. 

Q. And wo. !.CDR Tyrell there taking port during that oP<l'ation? 
A. Yes, air, he arrived I would say,S minute. later. I don't know quite when. It was about 

the time that we were getting the first l1ne aero ••• 

Q. \lhUe we have that liferaft which didn't inflate in OUt' mind~ can I allk you whether you 
l.ter ascertained why that had happened? 

A. I did ask the Safety Equipment Officer~ sir, but be wa.n't able to identify the liferaft 
that I WI. talldng about. He .aid that this sometime. happeno, and it m1ght have been the lifeline. 
that is flaked down in. ide the covering of the liferaft, .nagging, and not coming out properly. 
But that was the best I could do. 

Q. Did you •• e any injured ... n being brought on board the quarterdeek of MELBOURNE from EVANS 1 
A. Yes, sir. We were concerned first to get injured men rather than tho,e who obviously who 

were standing and unhurt off the ship. We asked and eventually found that there ..• were told that 
there was one .treteher ca.e at least. He waa brought on to the deck from somewhere, I don't quite 
know where. But he arrived on the scene on deck belOW me. 
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Did you oblerve what injuries he had! Q. 
A. 

body. 
When he came on board, air, he .eemed to have had burnt bands and arm. and the front of his 

But this is an unprofessional opinion, and it wa. very quick. 

Q. WhIt other injured persons did you lee being brought On board MELBOURNE! 
A. He was about the only one, air. A couple of others had cuts and a lot of fuel 011 and 

atuff over them, but he wa. about the only one. 

Q. Did you do anything your.elf about pa •• ing atretchera? 
A. Yes, sir. I wasn't lure after having got this man on board that there weren't others 

somewhere On the ship, 80 I .sked .omebody on the deck of EVANS If there were any other .tretcher 
cases. And although I thought there weren't any, and expected to have it confirmed, I wa. told 
that there were six more, 10 I sent a man away to get six Nell Robertson .tretchera and had them 
brought to the quarterdeck and down on to the deck of EVANS, ready to UBe. But a. it turned out 
there weren't any others. 

Q. And werp any of them used? 
A. No. sir. We recovered them from EVANS before we cast her adrift. 

Q. Did you do anything yourself about inspecting the EVANS for survivors? 
A. Not physically. sir. I attempted to find out if there were any officers amongst the men 

on the deck of EVA!'iS. I was told that they were searchins the ship and eventually 3 officer. 
appeared. 3 men appeared towards the end of haVing got the most people ~ff. who laid they were 
officers and they said they had searched the ship and found it clear. 

Q. Well, what was the next Iction that you took or joined in taking? 
A. After haVing recovered all survivors you mean? 

Q. YC"s. 
A. well. on instructions from the Conmander, who had disc·ussf'd the question on the phone with 

I think, the Captain on the bridge, sir, and under his instructions I cast off the stern Bection. 

Q. l\pproximately when was that? 
A. ~ell, I said later I thought it was around 0430 in time, because BO much had happened and 

I haun't looked at my watch and I thought things must have taken about an hour to happen. But I 
didn't look at my watch at that stage. I subsequently think it happened earlier, from what I hear. 

~. And h~ was it cast off? 
A. ~e had two lines overt sir. We had one to a fair lead bollard about half way between the 

stern of EVA~ and where she was cut, and one to one of the lega of a tripod high point forward of 
the fu~nel. We cast that off first and then LCDR Patterson, who was the last off EVANS, cast off 
the nylo!"l. fro::! the bollard amidships and then ran forward and up a ladder on to the quarterdeck. 

Q. /-:1d in ,.·hat :'l8nner did the stern section move off? 
A. ~~ll. the Captain had to go ahead on the port screw, sir, to awing the stern around. 

~. ~id yotl observe hO'l~ the stern aection was lying in the water? 
A. Yes, sir, she was d~~ forward. There must have been 4 feet of freeboard forward at the 

most. The boot topping was completely out of the water astern and' part of the bilge keel was 
b~.:;inninr:: to appear, down aft. 

Q. \o.'hat is the distance between the place 1n the room where you heard the two bl.sts and the 
doonnlY you used to go out to the flight deck? 

A. I would 9ay 30 or 40 feet, sir. 

Q. Did you hear anyone in EVANS ask for the use of portable pumps? 
No, sir. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel has no further questions of this witness. 

Senior MCmher: The board has no further questions. 

Coun~el for the board (CDR Glass): LCDR tose, you have the privilege of making .ny further 
~tatement relating to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be a matter of record, 
but which has not been fully brought out by previous questioning. Do you wish to say anything in 
anS'.-IC!r to the t invitation1 

LCDR Rose: Yes, sir. I would just like to pay tribute to the calm way in which everybody with 
whom I was as~ociated with acted on that morning in getting the job done quickly and effectively. 
An~ alsn the men in EVANS who, almost without exception were calm and appeared to know what was 
going on in spite of being shocked, particularly the officers of EVANS who appeared to take their 
rE>1;ponsib111tict. properly and look through the ahip and who afterwards I thought displayed calmness 
and responsib1l1 ty in regard to their men before they left the ship. 

Coun~el for the board (CDR Glass): Are you able to identify the officers in EVANS to whom you 
rcfrr'! 

LCDR Rose: Well, I think particularly of LT Hiltz, sir, who at the time, although I am ~till 
not sure if he was the ~enior officer surviving on the after section, I thought at the time he wa~. 
1~ appeared to me to be taking charge and I thought that vhen I saw him on the dpck of EVANS, on 
the quarterdeck, then in the wardroom and later Itill when he was mustering his men and looking 
after them before h.aving MELBOUR.N! to go to KEARSARGE, that he at .11 times was calm and quite 
inpreqsive tn thp way he carrt~d out hi. tasks. 
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rt.. wttu ...... dl117 ~ _ant", hi. te.tt.mJ. ~. ad wttbdraw fna t ... "'Ui", 1'Oa. 

LCIlR De..",.. .... 1 Iolu" 10)0&1 Au.t ... Uan lIav7. _. caned a •• wttna .. '" c ........ l frw t ... board ..... -.-n. and t •• Ufied •• foU"", , 

IIAMlIlATIOB BY CO_II. rca TIE .QW) 

Qua.U ..... '" c_Hl frw t ... looan (till. Cll ... ): 

Q. LCIIa IoIU" JOU ..... lIeen call.d a. a wtt ..... frw th!a board of In,,,,.U,aUon which h i"""irina into t ... drc .... tanc ••• unOUlldlna t ... con!aion of ItV.S II:LllOIJaNB and USB PRAm: I. EVARS. becau •• it 10 under.tood t ... t you ha"" .vidanc. which _,. ... !at t ... board in it. bwa.UgaUon. Under Au.trallan law it 1. nee •••• ry to warn J'OU that :rou ., retu .. to answer any ..... tion, the anllWr to whicb ., tend to expo •• you to • penalty ft • forf.ttun. It will be fft you to rat •• the objection and for the board to decide whether )'OU _,t .n .... r the queltion or Dot. II that vnd.r.tood? . 
A.. Ye' l 11r. 

Q. Your full _I 
A. De __ 1 lop .... 

Q. And your ....... ? 
4. 1.I:DII.. 

Q. 4ncI what duU •• an a.o1gqad to you in -.s II:LllOIlaII!? A. I _ the C_ndina Officar of 817 Squadron. 817 Squadron h an 4SW 1Ie1l.coptar Squadron. 
Q. And bow _n,. hellcoptor. have you unde .. your c_nd? • I.. The ~uadron'. campl_nt !a 6 4SW helicopter. and 2 SU, whicb 18 •• uch and. .... cue configur.t.d aircr.ft. . 

Q. Andd1d you have tho vbola of t ... campl_nt on board on t ... night of the 2nd and 3rd of Juna? 
A. Yel, .:1.1'. 

Q. And what .... vi"". experi.nce have JOU had ln ''''H duti •• ? A. I va. r._ndina Offic.r of 817 Squadron _ the 15th of J.nuary 1968 untl.1 tho 30th>of June 1968. 4ncI I r •• a1ned c_Dd of~tha .qqadron on the 16th of llarcb of thl. :year. 
Q. And continu.d in t ... t c_nd untll tlM of collhlon? 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. War. hellcopt.r. in the .ir befrwe the collldon took pl.ce? A. Ye., .ir. I • .,. .. 11, I WI in OM aircraft ... there _. another a:l.reraft on the .CHen at t ... _ tlM. 

Q. 4ncI when did your aircr.ft bee ... airblWne fr .. the .hlp? I.. T ... tlllle .... 0305. That'. GOLP tlM. 

Q. GOLF tlllle. aDd what .1rc ... ft _. thatl 
I.. w •• ..,. 831. 

Q. I.". what duti •• _. it parfoml.na up ... tU the tlM of .... collhlon? .1'8 lOftY. ¥bat dutt ...... it perfoml.ng bafor. """ ......... call.d? 
I.. W ....... di ... cted to •• creenina .tation on the part oI.de of t ... com.oy .Dd .t the tlM that t ... aircnft ....... called .......... about to ... te .. tho .......... 

Q. Tho? 
I.. Tho actual hover. W .... n .bout to ark dip and I ....... t .... one .. treDad_ ... 
Q. And whan _. lt that you ........ lUlled? 
I.. You "Ul _.a _. air. if I ---

Q. 
A. 

trip. 

Q. 
I.. 

Tho board will panll.t you to r.fr .. b your _ry. _ nota. that JOU ... "" than. I .. afar to the na .... tiv. whI..h ...... da by the ob •• """r in the .irc ... ft during the ~l. And tha tia ... ha. I.a 0317:(lOLP. ordar.d by nyco to .. aturn to .LIIDlII. 

Do JOU be11.eft Chat to ba an accuata nota of tha tbao? 
! •••• ir. 

Q. And what in.truttton ....... """ at ..... ae OS17? A. At 0317 t ... only ordar .... to nturn to _t"'", 

Q. Y ••• 
I.. At 0318 ......... lnforad that .LllOUIIJIB had balD 1. a eollhlon and to ..... cb t ... ar .. frw .urv1vw •• 

Q. 4ncI dld """ do C ... U 
A. We arriftd at t .... bip .t 0323. aDd c ""ed tho ..... cb. 

Q. .... _t oort: of ill_ .... Uon dtd JOU he .. to a.nat ,.,. it! that operation! A. rt.. aircraft to fitted with. 1.Ddina ~ which _ 11. controlled b,. ..... 11 button on tha collectt .. 1 ..... by .tlber pilot. 



.. 
( 

Q. What crew did you have in this aircraft, the helo? A. The crew consist. of two pilots, one obaerver and an air crewman. 

Q. And as you searched with the aid of that illumination. what did you eee7 A. When we first came to the area, which was approximately 200 or 300 yards off the port quarter of MELBOURNE 

q Port quarter? 
A. Port quarter. 

,? Yes. 
A. All we saw in the water was, In my estimation, about 30 or 40 men swimming In the water. t didn't eee any man with. lIfe jacket on at all, to my knowledge. There were lots of pieces of paper aOO general debris in the area. 

Q. Old you noUee where the .30 or 40 men were 1n relation to the bow section of EVANS? A. There was no bow section there. 

Q. Where were they by range and bearing from MELBOOR.NE? A. I would place the group by recollectlon, to be in a rectangle at 90 degree. to • fore and aft line of the ship. 

Q. And with what .ide. of the rectangle? 
A. It's very hard to eatimate, lir. On the - at night from a helicopter but I would aay an are. probably of 150 yards by maybe 75 to 100 yard •• 

IJ. Which side was 150? 
.H. It would be width, sir. 

Q. The fore and aft line of the ship, or - -
A. Right angle. 

Q. When you said you were on the convoy acreen, did you mean MEtnOL~'a acreen or the convoy proper? 
A. The convoy proper. 

Q. And hO\Y' far was that from MELBOURNE? It's not Classified, I don't think. 

S~nior ~m~er: No, it's all right. 

A. Our screening station was in an area, but at the time we were approximately 14.000 yards frO!': :~LBmiR:1E. 

Q. And that's where you were when recalled? 
too Yes, sir. 

~. Now, in your search 1n the rectangular are. you de.cribed, did you observe a particular men? A. Yes, dr. 

Q. Wh! t was his situation? 
A. I sa~ a body floating below the lurface of the water 1n an upright position with biG arms &1!Tli liar. 

Ci. woulc.' you describe how his arms were extended? 
ft. He W,'IS. as if be were Rtanding up in the water, vertical, and floating, had his head down on ~is chest and his arms were - -

Q. Z:Y.tendee, at right angles with his body, with the hands drooping down below the level of thE' arm. 
A. No, sir. I would .ay that they would be level. It's very difficult to tell from an aircraft, but I \O.'nuld say they were level. 

~. Well, what was done with respect to that man? 
~. The original intention when we .rrived in the area in the aircraft, was to aearch the arpa Mai,ly for people who needed help. MOat of the people we saw were swimming and appeared to be in T!O real trouble at the time. The main idea was to find lomebody, if we could, who may have needed rlesperatc help. We didn't aee anybody other than th1. one man. 

Q. Yes. 
A. And my immediate intention was to lower my IOnar operator by winch aDd aee if ~e could ap~ly mouth to mouth resuacitation on this person. 

Q. Was that intention carried out? 
A. tl0, sir. Just before we started to lower the aonar operator, a man swam into the arc of the lending lamp, waving and I changed my mind thinking that he obviously needed help or wanted to bc' picked up. And 1 thought it better to aave • man who needs help than one who I had no doubt in my O\o!n mind that was beyond help. 

Q. Y... So what did you do for hi. benefit? 
A. 1 moved the aircraft forward until the man disappeared underneath the helicopter. My ob~erver took control and directed me over the top. We lowered the winch to this person, he cli~b~d into the strap very quickly and we winched him back into the aircraft. and I then landed on board the carrier and put him on the deck. 
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