Q. Did he have a 11fa jacket?
A. No, sir. Wa was dresesd in singlet and underpants only.

Q. Do you know who that was? ;-_,
A. I balieve it was the Executive Officer.

Q. Well, you took him back to tha ship, did you?
A. Yau, oir.

Q.. And vhat did you then do?
A. When the survivor got out of the aircraft, wa decided to put the sonar operator out of the
aircraft just at the same time.

Q. With vhat object in view? o
A. The aircraft wvas very close to its maximm all- waight, and I thought if I got rid of one
extra crew mamber out of tha back, I would ba able to pick up two people the naxt time I went out.

Q. 4And when did you get airborne the next time?
A. Approximately one minute after I landed on, I landed on at 0333, and 1 took off again at
0334. That would be to the nearest minuts.

Q. 4And for how long did you continue to wearch?
. A. On takeoff I want back to the same area. Thare ware two moge belicopters in that area.
They were the SAR aireraft. I then called tha ship and said that I didn't want any more aircraft
in that vieinity, that {t was a small area, that it was dangerous and I was then told to carry
out 8 seerch in the perimeter of thet area on the starboard aide of MELBOURNE., This I did until
I was recalled and landed on at 0400.

Q. And after 0400, I'm sorry. Did you see anything notsworthy during thet period?
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD |

Questions by & member (RADM Stevenson): <L ) -
Q. You just said the starboard side of MELBOURNE. Did you mean the port.
A. No, sir. .

Q. You were talking about the port side befors.
A. No, I went to the atarboard side of MELROURNE to clear the aresa and ses if there ware any
people over on that side that may have been missed earlier.

' EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. Where was ths location of the spot by range end bearing from MELBOURNE where you picked
up this man by winch? .

A. 1 would estimate this to be approximately on tha port quarter, probably closer to the beanm
or tha stern of the carrier. The range about 250 to 300 yards. I can ouly estimate this from the
time that we got the survivor, I climbed to about 100 feet snd then decended back on to the decks.
It was a very short distance.

Q. During the period you were in the air the second time vhat did you see!?

A. There was virtuslly nothing in the water, but I kept getting glancea of splashes out of
the corner of my eye. This eventually I foun? to be fish, quite large fish, i{n groups and they
ware splashing in the water. It gave the impression that {t could heve been a man svimming and
this 1s what drew my attention to it. " : -

Q. 4nd did you see anything else apart from the fish before you came back at 04007
A. No, #sir, only the other aircraft. I didn't see any vreckage at 21l on the starboard side
of the carrier.

Q. And vhat happened with your sircraft efter you cams beck at 04007
A. The aircraft that I was flying was left en Sock, ready 1if requirad.

Q.. Are you able to tell us vhat yescue operatioms were carried out by othar helos? And with
what success? :

A. The remaining aireraft which flew, the sircraft that took off at approximataly 0334, just
before I did. This aireraft - you will excuse me if I read from the debrief of the airerew
concerned? :

Q. You belisve this information to be trus, do you?
A. TYes, eir. :

Q. All righe.

Senior Member: Would you repeat again the time that this sircpaft took off?
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A. This aircraft, 1 thought, sir, took off at 0334. Fowever, from the narrative that I have
here, which I will read, "Wessex 830 wao scrambled immediately after the collision and bLecame
airborne at 0327." This time is possibly wrong. The crew of this sircraft received no briefing.
They were scrambled and it is possible that the obmerver's watch may have been wrong. "The aircraft
proceeded to the search ares on MELBOURNE's port quarter and sighted saveral boats in the water,
but no survivors. At this time there were 4 Wessex searching a small area and the crav elected
to search a little beyond the wreckage perimeter. At approximately 0340, a survivor wes sighted
300 yards from that srea, away from MELBOURNE, and as he appeared quite exhausted the observer
elected to lower the SAR diver for a double 1ift pickup. This was sccomplished in about 5 minutes,
after which the survivor was landed on MELEOURNE and taken by stretcher to sick bay. It was later
learned that he suffered no injuries, and it is believed that he was the last man rescued from the
water."

Q. And is that rescue the only helo rescue that you know about in addition to the one you

performed yourself? )
A. Yes, sir. There were only two pecple winched ocut of the water by helicopter, one by my

c¢rew and the other by the crew of 830.

Q. Aml until what time did the helicoptera search continue? )

A. The actual search of the ares continued through, the last takeoff at 1620, and that was
for one hour forty-five minutes. 50 at least 2 Wessex from MELBOURNE continually sirborme
throughout that peried. )

Q. I think you said that you were airborne from MELEOURNE at 0303, did you not?
A. Yes, air.

Q. Are you able to tell us at that time, what you observed of the lighting shown by HMAS

MELBOURNE? .

A. I am not aure, sir. The aircraft did what we term a running turn around. We changed the
crew and refueled the aircraft when it came back off the screen., It was a bright mognlight night,
and ocur intention and the drill in the squadron i{s to keep the lighting to a minimm. I have
requested this before, and I think that we took off with deck lighting only. I am not sure.

Q. And when you refer to deck lighting, what lights do you have in mind?
A. The deck outline, centerline lights only.

Q. Wwhat color are they?
A&. White lights.
)

. Are they inset or flush with the deck?
A. They are virtually flugh with the deck. They come up probably one inch.

Q. Are they visible from outboard?
A. No, sir.

. Have you from outboard of MELBOURNE, observed the moonlighting illumination on the flight
decle?
4. Yes, sir, many times.

3. What degree of brillance do these moonlights have from an outboard position?
A. This varies on how far away from MELBOURNE you are.

Yes. Well, then say within 3000 yards, what degree of brillance do they show? At a

distance of 3000 yerds?
A. On a very dark night you would see tham. On & night such as the 2nd and 3rd, I don't
think you would see them until youv were down to within 1000 or 1500 yards.

Q. At the game range of 3000 yards, what view would you have of MELBOURNE's navigation lights

if they were burning?
A. If you were in the proper sector to see them, you would see the navigation lights before

you saw the moonlighting.

Q. Your vision of the meoonlights and the navigation lights was taken at what altitude above

sea level?
A. The normal operaring height, which ia quite low.

Q. What is quite low?
A, 125 feet.

Q. Can you tell us how many helos were in the air at the time of the collision?

A. Two, sir.

Q. Yours and one other?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. I think you said that yours was ahead with the convoy at the time of the collision?
A. In the convoy screen, sir. What I meant waa MELEOURNE'a acreen.

Q. What distance were you then at the time of collision from MELBOURNE?

A. Approximately 14,000 yards.

457



SN .
I e Ty
oL, Ty .
L!ll'.\u-'.' '-;I-:; L. Al"' .
- oy

Q. And what was the distance of the other helo from MELBOURNE at the time of collision?
A. He wss a little bit further because - I have his exact position at the time. He was 3000
yards ahead of what ia termed &s box center, which would put him 16,000 yards from MELBOURNE.

Q. And did you have sny view at all of the collipion between the two ships from where you were?
A. None whatsoever, sir.

Q. If you had been locking, could you have seen anything at that distance?

A, Yes, sir. I feel sure I could have, because as soon &3 we were recalled, the obgerver
pave me a course to get back to the carrier, and I assid that it was unnecessary because I could
see the shape of the carrier from where we were. And definitely say it was the carrier.

Q. Could you see the direction in which she was haading from that distance?
A. No, sir.

Q. At what range were you when you cculd first tell that?

A. I would safely gay, sir _.hat I was very close, because the closer one gets to the ship
the more of the silhouette blends in with the water and you tend to lose this sspect which you
can gain this information from.

Q. Can you tell us where the two helos were at 03107

4. T have to refer, sir. 831 would be approximately 12,000 yards away from the carrier on a
course of approximately 220 going to its box position. The other aircraft wes - I have to refer
again. The alrcraft 823 at 09 was actually in the hover. He was in this 270, 3000 yards from
box eenter. This I gained from the narrative of the obperver which I have.-

(. And in that position, what is the distance from that helicopter to MELBOURNE?
A, 16,000 yards.

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess. . l .

The board recessed at 1456 hours, 25 June 1969.
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The board opsned at 1512 hours, 25 June 1969,
Benior Member: The hearing is now opan,
All persons connected with the board, vho wars present vhan the board recessed were again present.

Counsel for the board (CIR Glass): The board is now {n gpen session, it ia necessary to polni
out that any personm who has been told he 1s & witness, or who may be & witness, is asked to withdrav
frox the board roam, ) '

Lieutenant Cosmander Rogers, Royul Australian Navy resumed his seat as a witness and testified
a8 follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FUR THE B0OARD
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

Q. Are you able to tell us the nams of the man that was rescued by the second helo?
A, Fo, air.

Q. Are you able to tell us anytbing that would enable us to determine his identification. For
exsxple his camplexion., Was that reported to yout

A, After the flying operationa had finished, we vers talking and I have a recollection of
either the pilot of the observer of the alrcraft saying that he was dark and slim, This ia pu:ely
a recollection and I wouldn't be sure.

Q. And according to the records you'wve consulted, vhen was he picked out of the nter?
A. At spproximately 0340, aceording to the narrative.

Q. You have said, I believe, that at the time of the collision, your bhelo would have been
thirteen thousand yards from the carrier and the other one sixteen thousand yurds. At thon digtances,
could the lights of the carrier be pesn?

A, Not normally, It is possible, under same cmditim of visibility, to see fhe red obstruction
lights from that distanee but I wouldn't have expscted to see them on that night.

Q. And in fact, I think you #aid you wersn't looking in any event?
A. That's right,

Q. Are you able to identify the three pages of this document as a statement of the details of
the search operation carrled out by your sqQuadron? )
A. Yes, wir.

Q. And do ths three pages also contain significant elements from the narrative?
A. They are identical typed coples of the narrative as presented by the observers of each
alreraft,

Gounsel for the bomrd: Counsel offers into evidence these three pages as Exhibit 78,

BSenior Msmber: Could we establish the accuracy of the times shown here. They all enﬁ in sero
or five. : .

Witness: The times recorded, are taken from the flight authorization books, and all times
recorded in that book are the times that the rotors were engaged an the mircrafi, to the hearest
five minutes, Thiz dows not necessarily msan that was the actwal takeoff time,

Senior Member: Yes., That will be received as Exhibit T8,
EXANTEATION BY COUNSEL KR THE BOARD {(Cant'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

q, And the second document, consisting of two pages, contains certain other information with
:rupect to the aquadron, In particular, it contains detalls of the dip positions which wers
being observed?

A, Tt contains what I believe to be a true - the 4ip position of Wessex 823 at 0309 golf
rTelative to the station giver him. It does not give 831's positionm.

Q. Are you abls to tell us what that was?
A. B31's position would be Ngproxbertsly 270, 1000 yards from box center st the time e
wers recallsd. The aircruft was Rot in the hower.

Q. This document also reccrds, that af12010, there was a message, "Return to mother.” Is
that correct statammnt of time in your view?

A, No, I think ths time 15 wvrong, although the narrative is in Zulu time, The time should
be 2016 or 2017 Zulu,

Q. It is your delie? that a similar ¢errection should be made to the times that follow the

20101
A, Yen.
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Counsel for the board: BSubject to that correction, we offer this document in evidence as
Exhibit 79.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr. Rogers, what reasoning leads you to believe that the time you've indicated in
Exhibit 7S are incorrect?
: A. The second report there, which I think the time is 10 or 14, vwhere he sald they were
informed that the ship had been in a collision, was only the one message that was received
by both mircraft at the one time., According to my aircraft, this was at 0318 golf.

Q. Wag any post-collision check made of the times shown in the clock of either aircraft?
A. The aircraft does not carry a clock,

Q. Was any post-collieion check made on the watch fram either aircraft from which their log
times were taken?

A, The time check was given at the briefing at 0200, when the sactual wristwatches of the
air crew should have been checked.

Q. Was there any post-collision check at the time?
A, No, sir,

Senior Member: Very well, we will receive that a8 Exhibit 79
| EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Queations by counsel for the board (CIR Glass): e

Q. Are you able to throw any light on the position of the bow section of EVANS when it sank -
in relation to MELBOURNE?

A, Only from the general position of the suririvors in the water, with dinghys that were
there and the general debris in the area. I would say that this was approximately 300 yards,
fine off the bow of the MELBOURNE. Correction, Just astern of MELBOURNE, fine on the port
quarter,

Q. And were you able to make any observation as to the proper functioning or otherwlse of
life rafts in, the water?

A. Mozt of the rafts I saw were properly inflated, I don't know if there were any survivors
in the rafts, but I 3id see at least one raft that had collapsed and wag partly submerged,

Q. Could you identify it as an Australian or U. B. raft?
A, No, air.

Q. Where was that partly collapsed raft located?
A. From memory only, it was very close to other rafts and generally in the center of the
area where the survivors were swimming.

Q. T think you have gaid that the main body of survivors was in the area which you assumed
was the place where the bow mection sank, Is that right?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you able to tell us what you observed about the behavior of survivors who were not
equipped with life jackets?
' .A. Generally, eir, I was very impressed with the behavior of the people in the water, They
appeared to be very calm, There were people floating on their backs using what I believe ig the
U, 8, standard naval survivor technique. Those who were all right, waved and we Juat kept
looking, Generally, I wvas very impressed with how calm they appeared to be,

Q. What degree of lighting wag there in the area as you circled around?

A. There were lots of search lighte as I remember, Boats using lights and the two
helicopters with landing lights on, I didn't take all that much notice of other lights because
I wae looking down into the water. Vigibility was very good.

Q. Were you in radio communication with MELBOURKE while you were operating the helo?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Can you tell us what reports you made to MELBOURNE, regarding the location of the

swimmers whom you observed?

A, None, sir, as a definite nport. I didn't make any report other than the fact that at one
stage I war hovering over a body and that I was moving off to winch him in, That was the only
report I made to the ship, to the best of my knowledge, I may-have made others during the time,
It's quite posaible that I pushed the wrong button sometime end transmitted outside the alrcraft
instead of inside the aircraft, That was the only definite report I made when I was trying to
indicate my position.

Q. When you observed these three swimmers, hov far from them was assistance in the form
of boats and life rafta?

A, Fo more than 50 ywrds at any time, Where I saw swimmers actually in the water, I
shone the landing light on them and then swung the light through to the pearest dinghy or boat,
so that the swimmer could see the dinghy or the Zuﬂfcould see the gwimmer,
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Q. And did you see any of them actually getting into the dinghys or boats?
A. Ko, pir,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions.
Senlor Member: The board has no further questions,

Counsel for the board: You have a pr:lvilege‘, Lisutenant Canmander Rogers, to make any
further statement you think is appropriate regarding the subjlect of investigation which has not
been brought out by the questions so far, Do ¥You wlsh to add anything?

Witness: No, sir. Except that in a case like thia » ¥here there was a very small area where
the survivors were, if there had been any more than two helicopters operating in that area, it
would have been very dangerous, This I think is very vital to survival and rescue techniques,

Counsel for the board: Do you think that any better result could have been obtained 1if more
than two helicopters had been in use?

~

Witness: No, eir.
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Leading Seaman Peter John Varley, Royal Australian Navy, was called by counsel for the board,
was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCRTHE BVQARDV
Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

Q. Leading Seaman Varley, you have been called ms a witness for this board of investigation,
which 1s inquiring into the circumstances gurrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURRE and USS
FRANK E, EVANS, because 1t is believed that you have evidence which may assiet the board in itsg
investigation. Under Australian law, it is necegsary to warn you that you may refuse to answer
any question, the answer to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfelture, It will
be for you to raise the objecticn and for the board to decide if you must answer the question
or not, Do you understand those matters?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. What is your full name?
A, Peter'John Varley.

Q. And your rank?
A. leading Seaman Radar Plotter, Royal Australian Navy, °

Q. And how long have you been in MELBOURRE?
A, B8ince November last year.

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy?
A, Eight years, eleven months, I have 21 days of service left in the Navy.

Q. Now what were the dutles assigned to you in MELBOURNE?

A. At the time of the collision, I was second in charge of the watch,on deck, the leading
hand of the watch on deck, My primary duties are firstly, to act as coxswain of the motor
cutter, if, and when needed. BSecondly, if the Petty Officer who was in charge on deck was
sent away at any time, I'm responsible for detailing lookouts and also for the helmsman and
the helmgman trick in the wheel house,

Q. Now wvhat was the first notice that you had that a collision was sabout to occurt
A. I heerd several blasts on the ship's siren and immediately following thie I heard the
broadcast on the ship's broadcast system, "hands to collision atations,”

Q. Once or more than once?
A, Twice to my recollaction, The second time I Jumped up inteo the motor cutter, which was
suspended out from the ship's side, to check,everything was satiafactory.

Q. On what side of the ship?
A. The port sile,

Q. And in that motor cutter suspended on the port side of the ship, 4id you observe any
other ship in the vicinity?

A. Not immediately on hopping into the motor cutter, mo, But same seconds after, I'm not
to sure how long, I saw the bow of a ship appear in front of the MELBOURNE, going from right to
left, It was a few seconds efter I saw this » §lving her time to come approximately midships
of our bow that the collision occurred.

Q. What 213 you observe to be the angle between the heading of the two ships at the time
of collilsion?

A. T could see it very clearly, It seemed to be a 1ittle bit more or a 1ittle bit leas
than 90 degrees, The MELBOURNE was pointing straight that way and the EVANE appeared to be
2lightly on that angie, What the heading was I wouldn't have the falntest i1dea, sir,
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Q. The angle was less than 90 on the port or on the atarboard side of the "T"?
A, On the port side, It was heading slightly scross on that angle,

. Q. And what was the effect upon the EVANS of the collisiont
A, They were two very heavy blows, The first one s the EVANS heeled outboard away from us.
The aecond one, our bow seemed to ride sléghtly upwards and then the bow section started moving
down the port side fairly slowly,

Q. And what did you dot

A, Well, firstly I didn't do anything. The bow section started moving down the port side
and there was quite a bit of steam and noise, I thought at the time it was the complete ship'
but some seconds later the bow section came paraliel to the boat I was in at about 25 to 30 feet
out., At this time, the nolse was pretty bal and the steam was getting worse and someone yelled
out there was a danger of it exploding, I Jumped out of the boat and by thls time there were
Pecple moving down aft because "Emergency stations” had been piped, I started moving slowly
down aft. I got down perhaps another 50 or 60 feet when I heard the broadcast, "Away all boats."
I made my way back as fast as I could to the motor cutter and Jumped in and tock charge frem
there,

Q. Did you have a view at any time of the way in which this bow section was lying 4in the
“ "  water?

A, Yes, sgir. When I jumped out of the boat, the bow section was slightly aft of the motor
cutter and it was heeling with sterboard eide in the water, I would say the position of the
bridge...Part of the bridge would have been in the water at that stage., It remaiped in that

- position and ar I walked down aft or ran down aft, the section followed me. When I aaw it from -
the after boat space 1t was slightly further in the water, down by the stern section.

Q. How far had it turned by thie stage, 90 degrees to starboard or more than 90 degrees?
A, A little less than 90, It wasn't quite flat on the water line but it wasn't very far
from it, I didn't really notice. I was worried about the boat, *

Q. W¥hen you got the command, "Away all boats,” you say you went forward and took up your
rosition in the motor cutter in the port side. How long was it before your crevw had Joined you?

A, When I got to the motor cutter there was already same people standing on the deck next
to 1t. I don't know who they were, but it was only a matter of a minute or so by the time we
got the people into the boat itmelf. I think we had about 15 peocple who tried to Jump into the
boat to act as life savers, I had to send quite a few of them out,

L]

Q€. And how many did you take #own with you in mddition to the boat's normal crew?

A, Two extra, We had a bowman and a driver plus myself as the normal boat's crew., I also
had another petty officer signalman with an aldis lamp, plus another leading seaman of the same
rate as myself, .

Q. How long after the collision was it when your boat was into the water?

A. This I'm not too sure of, sir, I couldn't give you a definite mnswer, but it wouldn't
be more than 4 to 5 minutes, The bow section hadn't sunk at the time when we got lowered into
the water, However, it wamsn't very long afterwards that 1t did sink.

Q. And what was its position in relation to MELBOURNE when it did sink?
A. Well, sir, it was on the port quarter, but how far I don't know, I've heard various
reports but in my own mind I think it was approximately 300 or LOO yards.

Q. When you got your boat into the water, what direction did you head?

A. Well, I turned immediately awny from the ship's side of MELBOURKE and headed, T think,
90 degrees out to get clear and assess the situation because we could hear quite a few pecple
yelling ocut, "Over here, over here,” and I wanted to make well sure we were clear of any
obstructions in the water before we started picidng up survivors.

Q. And vhere was it you picked up your first survivors in relation to MELBOURRE?

A. I think the first one was about 5C or 60 yarde away on the port beam. Just about
where the collision occurred, In that area, we picked up most of our survivors, in one fairly
small circle,

Q. And were the survivors whom you picked up swimming free or were they hanging onto
pleces of debris?

A, Most of them were clinging onto pieces of debris, lockers, but there were geveral that
I saw that were free swimming, The first one we picked up was a free swimmir = swimming for the
alrcraft carrier.

Q. How many did you take on board altogether?
A, I'm not too sure, but I have been told that we had thirty people all told, 29 survivore,

plus one dead man,

Q. Does that agree with your recollection?
A, VWorking it out, yes, sir, Because the boat was so crowded, that we couldn't have fitted

anymore in,
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Q. Do you remember what happened in relation to this man who was dead?

A, Yes, sir., We had picked up quite a few survivors and I was going around in a falrly
wide circle zlowly and the Petty Officer Telegrapher up forward was using the aldis lamp to look

- at the debris to see if any people were clinging, Omne of my crew members s an Able Seaman Evett

Jumped into the water and supported this man and I batked the boat towards him, gave him a hand
to bring the man inboard and put him in the bottam of the boat, -He appeared at the time to be
unconscious, I didn’t have much time to be really concerned with it., I looked at him and he
didn't seem to be breathing, Able Seaman Evett checked him and he said that, in his opinion, he
wasn't alive, Bo we covered him up as best we could in the bottam of the boat snd left him there,

Q. From approximately how big an area, did you collsct the thirty or so survivora?
A, I'm afraid I wouldn't have the faintest idea, sir,

Q. About how long did it take you to collect thirty or so survivors?

A, Well, we picked up the great majority of them within fifteen minutes., .I remained
searching for a short time afterwards and we Picked up one or two individual people in the water.
There was still quite a few pecple in a big radius yelling out - giving indications of their
positione more than anything, At that times the steering gear in the motor cutter was getting
very difficult to handle, The normal capacity for life saving is forty and we had 35, I don't
think the motor cutter i1s designed for Very easymaneuverabllity with forty people, and I
certainly found out it wasn't.

Q. And what decision did you make at that atage?

A. I wasn't too sure that the man in the bottam of “the boat was dead or not and there was
one or two people in the boat who were bleeding rather heavily. I thought it would be much
easler to go back to the MELBOURNE, take the survivors onboard and then come back for any other
pecple that remained, and this 1s what we did,

Q. And wvhen you got back to MELBOURNE, how did the survivors get off the boat?

A, Well, originally I saw the stern of a destroyer tied up to the MELBOURNE, At this time
I had intended to take them to the stern of the destroyer, which is much iower and mich easier
to get onto. I waa weved off and started up the port side of MELBOURNE, The accommodation was
partially lowered but not enough for the wounded men. I carried on up forward at tha time, I
wasn't too sure if there was anything there to get the people out, but they had & big
scrambling net and I had a little bit of difficulty getting alongside because the lowering
blocks for the boat were still lowered into the water and were obstructing my passage. I
eventually got alongside and most of the survivors in the boat scrambled up the scrambling net,

Q. What was done for the othere? T

A. There was approximately three or four lsft in the boat, Cne of them wate an officer as I
found out lgter, Lieutenant Goodwin, the Officer in Charge, took charge, Ee decided it would
be much earfer to remove the body if we raised the boat to the upper deck level and removed him
in a wire stretcher, which was done. Then we were lowered to the water,

Q. And were the three or four living people in the boat, having difficulty in getting out
of the boat, using the scrambling net?

A. No, sir., There were two up forward, I don't know why they didn't get out, They didn't
have any difficulty in getting out of the boat after we ralsed the boat up, This officer dowm
aft, remained with the body, I didn't ask him why. I was too :oncerned in getting the boat
raised,

Q. Was the boat holkted inboard?
A, Yo, sir. It was holsted up, but not inboard, It Just remained level with the ship's

side, They Just had to jump out onto the ship's deck,

Q. Then what was done with the boat?

A. The boat was lowered to the waterline and we hat & small delay while a new battery for
the aldis lamp wms cbtained by the electricians, As soon as this was obtained s We proceeded
on with the search.

Q. How long would you esgtimate intervened between the time you came alongside with the
survivors and the time you pushed off the pecond time? )

A, Well, a very rough estimation, sir, about 5 minutes to 10 minutes, Minutes seemsd 1like
hours at that time, I Just don't really know,

Q. When you pushed away fram the ship's-side, which area d4id you return to?

A. T had an approximate position of where I sew the bow of the EVANS start to sink. I headed
in the direction of where we were bafore, The Petty Officer Telegrapher was using his lamp all
the time and it was Jjust a general search in the area.

Q. Did you take any more pecple aboard from the sea?
A, Kot out of the water. KXo, sir,

Q. Did you see amymore survivors on that second trip out?

A, After about ten minutes.search, I decided to check some of MELBOURKE's liferafts, Thers
were geveral of them in the area and as we got up close we saw same people in one of the three
liferafte together, One of my crew members secured the three liferafts together., I put them
in tow and took them back to the MELBOURNE, There were approximately five survivors in the
three liferafts.

Q. Were thosfihree liferafts you brought back MELBOURNT: rafts?
A, Yes, sir, they were,
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Q. Did you, at any times, see any U, B, rafts in the watsr in the Aresa where you were
working?

A. Yes, sir, I did, Beveral times we aav lferafts of U, 5, manufacture, They might have
been the same ones, but I know definitely I saw four different types, There were two or three
* which had falled to unfold, one of them which had supported four or five survivors that we had
Picked up, There were 3 or 4 more that were rartially or wholly sutmerged in the wmter but had
Just enough bucyancy to float on the vater,

Q. Were you able to obgerve what had gone wrong with them?

A. No, sir. At that ti&, we weren't particularly interested. I did conaider sending one
of my crew members underneath one of them which Seemed to be rather lumpy to see if there was
anyone there, but I decided against it, Later on in the worning after sunrise we towed several
of the liferafts back to the USS LARSON and at one time there as we were towing one back, 1t
completely unfalded and started inflating. There was & large gash in one side which didn't let
it inflate very far., It only had very glight buoyancy,

Q. Did it appear to you that it had been damaged in the eollision?
A, I don't kmow, sir,

Q. Until what hour 4id you continue to search in the motor cutter?
A, We continued gearching until approximately OTO0 in the morning, At that time I was
called back to HMAS MELBOURNE for further orders.

Q. Did you find any more people in the water or any more people in rafta?
A, No, air, '

Q. And when you were called back to MELBOURKE » what dutles were you given?

A, When I was called back, I was instructed by Commander Stevens that in a very short time
I was to take & damage control team of the USS EVARS back to the after section to ascertaln the
amount of damage and other partiéulars, I walted for ‘approximately ten or f{fteen minutes, Then
we took the damage control team back towards the EVANS after ‘section, However, we were called
alongside the USS LARSON, and told by their Executive Officer to resmin alongside LARSON until
thelir damage control team had completed their investigation., We remained there, My erew and
myself had breakfast on the LARSON, Then we were told by the Executive Officer of the LARSON
that we could take several pecple over to the after section of the LARSON, which we did, sir,

Q. Could you tell us more, in a little more detall, what you did in the way of taking
liferafts back to LARSON? .

A. Yes, bir. After we went from LARSON to the EVANS we came back and we were told by the
Commarder of MELBOURNE to remain in view of MELBOURNE and the LARSON, However the Executive
Officer, of the LARSON asked us if we could get all the liferafte and debris that we could and
bring them back to the LARSON, We proceeded to do this, "Firstly, the liferafts, I think the
first time we towed back three, all partially inflated, took them back and gave them to the deck
people on the LARSON. I think we collected one more, Then we started collecting all the varicus
personal belongings, lockers and bits and pieces that we could find,

Q. Was there a great deal of that?
A. Not that much. Ko, sir, There waz quite a bit when we were gtarted picking up survivors,
but I think a lot of it had been widespread or sunk by that time,

Q. Approximately when did the =un rise that morning?

A. This I have been trylng to ascertain, sir, Everything was s0 unreal and we were so busy
looking for survivors, I know we were in the water for quite some time, searching for survivers
before the gun did rise, We needed the i1lumination of the belicopter 1ights for guite awhile
before the sun rose, '

Q. Were you quite satisfied that there were no perascns left in the water by the time you
discontinued your search?

A. Yes, sir, We discontinued the search at 0700, It was broad daylight and there were
helicopters everyvhere, We went across the whole area several times,

Q. Can you recall, when your boat was launched and touched the wvater, whether the MELBOURNE
then had way through the water or not?
A, No, sir. To the best of my recollection, the boat didn't sag back or anything, We

were almost completely stopped in the water,

Q. HNelther headway nor sternway?

A. That's correct, I did check this to make sure because LT Goodwin gave me authority to
slip the boat when I was happy, and when the boat was at the waterline or near the waterlipe, I
wanted t0 make sure that we weren't going very fast because the blocks were very low and could
hit people in the boat, At that time I remember thinking that we had completely stopped.

Q. In addition to the aldis lamp, what means of communication with the carrier did you have
in the motor cutter? e

A, When the boat was launched, nonf- other than the light, It 1s part of the safety
equipment on the watch on deck that we have a two-way radio, TCN, I believe it is called. This
was on the watch on deck position at the time, It is kept out of the boat 30 that we can test
it everytime the watch is relieved, However, due to tha general confusion when launching the
boat, there were quite s few pecple in the area, and this was omitted from the boat,
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Q. Did you take it on bBoard at any later stage?

A, We did take it on later when we took the demage control people from the MELBOLRRE to the
EVANS by way of LARSON, I asked for it, and it was handed down to the boat, We used it from then
on,

Q. Did you have any occasion to communicate with the carrier during your search operations?

A, Ve 4id communicate by light two or three times to Ey Enowledge. One time we ask the
MELBOURNE which would be the best side to come alongside., By the time they got around to answering
it, if they ever did, we had come alongside, We were very close to the ship's aide at this stage.

Q. Did you engege in any form of teamwork with the helos that were operating?

A. At one stage, we were told by light fram the MELBOURNE that there was a helicopter that
had & survivor below him and they said the first one on our left, Well, there were two helicopters
at the time in very close proximity that we weren't too sure and we flashed both of them by 1ight.
We could see them very clearly - see the pilot - but we sort of waved towards them and they waved
back and that's all the indication we got. We searched the area pretty thoroughly and there
wasn't any survivors that we could aee,

Q. Did the helos' searchlights bring to your attention the presence of any survivors?

A. Yes, sir. Originally, when we had the boat half full of survivors, there was one
occasion when we saw the area 1it up and could see survivors in theqater, One factor against it
was the helicopters were so close to the water that their wash was churning up the water making it
difficult to see the swinmers,

Q. In regard to the man that was brought an board by Able Seamen Evett., -Was mnything done by
the way of artificial resuscitation?

A. Yes, eir. I bellieve that Able Beaman Evett attempted, after we brought the body on board,
Able Seaman Evett followed very closely behind in the water and we put the man in the after section
of the boat on his back and I believe Able Besman Evett did attempt to give chest resuscitation,
The man only had a palr of trousers, on and he had a very vivid purple and red patcH extending
all on his left side of his chest and when Able Beaman touched it, it gave way. I considered it
was much more dangerous to do anything of that nature, seeing that he wasn't breathing to my
Imowledge or observation, I decided that we had better lsave him.

Q. Did you think there was anything to be gained by applying artificiel respiration?

A, No, sir, I aid not, There wns blood coming from the area of his head that I could aee,
a very slight trickle, but I watched him for some time. I couldn't see any movement of the chest
and vwhen Able.Beaman Evett was bringing the body back to the boat the head was underwater twe or
three times due to the wash of the boat and he gave no indication of beathing or choking,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions,
Senior Member: The board has no further questions,

Counsel for the board: Have you any statement you would like to maks Leading Sesman Varley in
regard to any matter that has not been brought out by the questioning to date?

Witness: Yes, sir, Only one, Two or three times to By Enowladge during the search for /
survivors, we came up to groups of many in the water and they told ue, most of them were clinging - e
to wreckage, and they told us to go and help other people, indicating their positions, they told
us non-swimmers and other people that were in worse positions than they were, Thiz happened twice
which I took notice of, The third time there was quite a few men in one group, I told them to get
into the boat which they did do,

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withrew from the board room,
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Ahls Seanan Quartermaster Gunner Allen Jonathon Evett was called as & witness by counsel for
the board, was duly sworn snd testified as follows: .

. EXAMIFATIOR BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. You have been called as & witness for this board of investigation vhich is inquiring into
the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVANS because it
1= understocd that you have evidence which may assist the board in its investigation, Under
Australian law it ia necessary to warn you that you may refuse to answer any question, the answer
to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or forfaiture, It will be for you to raise tha
objection and for the board to decide whether you must answer the question or not., Do you
understand those two observations?

A, Yea, sir.

Q. Would you please state your full nmme and grade?
A. Allen Jonathon Evett, Able Seaman Quartermaster Gunner.

Q. How long have you been in MELBOURKNE?
A. 18 months, sir.

Q. And how long have you been in the Ravyt

A. Thirty-four months, sir. .. . = = - . -
Q. Where were you when you heard a jiﬁe, "hards to collision stetions?™ )

A. I was in the port Bea Boat Space, sir.

Q. And what was the next pipe which you heard? .
A. "Hands to Emergency Stations."

Q. What did you do then?
A, I immediately Jumped into the Sea Boat. The boat wvas then lowered to the water line and
slipped, We immediately proceeded to pick up survivors from the forward half of the EVANS,

Q. How long waz it before the boat got into the water?
A, Approximately five minutes, sir.

)
<+ Ard who was in it besidee yourself?
A, Leading Sewman Varley, leading Seaman Place, M Murphy and Yeoman Daniels,

Q. 4And when you hit the water, did you observe whether there was any way on MELBOIRKE at the
time - headway or sternway?
A. I would not have a clue, sir,

Q+ In which direction did the cutter proceed?
A, We proceeded straight out fram the port side of the ahip, sir, towmrds the forward half of
the EVAIIS, Tt was going mstern of the MELBOURNE at the time, air,

Q. Did you came upon survivors in that area?
A. Yes, sir, We did,

&. How far fyom MELBOURNE was the first survivor you picked up?
A. Approximately, about 200 yards, sir,

Q. And within what distance from him, approximately, were the other survivors that you picked
up?
A. I'd say in a radius of about 500 yards, sir,

Q. A circle with a radius of about 50C yards would have included all of the survivors, is
that your bellef?
A. That's my belief, alr.

G. How many did you get altogether into the motor cutter from the water?
A. We picked up 29 survivors plus one dead, sir,

Q. And did you have samething to do with that dead man?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Will you please tell us what you didt Firast, what you saw and then what you did about it?

A, Well, at the time we had approximately 25 survivors in the boat and we were searching for
scme more, I saw thie body floating face down in the water. I dived in and pulled him towards
the boat, Leading Seaman Varley and cne of the survivors lifted him into the boat, I immediately
¢limbed in after him and applied cardiac chest masasge. I got no response so I covered him with a
palr of overalls to keep him warm, -

Q. How long dld you continue with 1t?
A, I only did it for about 2 minutes, sir.

Q. And what estimate did you make of the prospect that he would get any benefit from it?

A. When I started, sir, I pushed down and I felt bones grating against sach other. I
immediately stopped. I thought to myself, if I had kept on going, it probably would have made it
worse for him,
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Q. Was there anything in your opinion that could have been done for him?

A. In my opinion, sir, no.

Q. Was he, in your opinion, thern dead or not? )

A. At the time, I 4idn't think he was, sir, But leading Seaman Varley had a look at him ard
he sald he was dead, . .

Q. Well, do you remember bringing the 29 or 30 peopls back to MELBOURRE?
A, Yem, sir,

Q. Do you remsmber how they were brought inboard?
A, Yes, Bir,

Q. How was it done?

A, Mogt of the survivors climbed the forwarded drifter ladder., We had about 3 parsonnel in
the boat who could not move, The boat was then holsted to deck level and the three personnel were
taken to sick bay.

Q. And the dead man?
A, And the dead man, sir.

Q. How long was it before you got your boat back into the water from the time you came along-

A, . Between 10 to 15 minutes, sir, = - - o . _ .
Q. And which direction did you then procee}l? o - _
A. We proceeded out from the ship's port side, vhere we were, We were told to searech for some
more survivors and, if possible, bring them back ms soon ms we had them,
Q. Did you come on any more survivors in the nter}' - ' .
A, No, eir, '

Q. Did you come on any more survivors in any other position?

A, Well, we were told to come back to the ship, On our way in we sawv three 1ife rafts, There
some perscnnel in them, I don't know how many, We towed them to the port after ladder bay, where
they were taken charge of by other sallors from the ship.

Q. You sar you don't know hov many were in those three lift rafts?

A, FNo, sir, I don't.

Q. Do you recall what employment you were given from that point of time on?

A, Ve were told to continue the search for survivors, sir, Then approximately 0630 we were
told to go by the starboard drifter ladder and pick up some EVANS personnel ard take over to the
FRANK E, EVANS, which we did, When we got to the UBS LARSON, the Captain of the LARBON told us to
bring the personnel on board for breakfast. We were then told to take a sallor from the EVANS
to the EVANS, We did this, We were told to report back to the LARSON %0 pick up two torpedoemen.
We went and picked them up and took them back to the EVANS, Then we to tow some life rafts
that were still in the water over to the LARSON, We then got a signal from the ship to return to
the ship and pick up a diving team, We reported to the ship and we were relieved by a fresh crew,

Q. And by thet time it was daylight, was it not?
A, Yes, gir,

Q. Now, are you satisfied that, at the time you were secured from duty, there were no other
survivors to be found in the water or in rafts in the vicinity of MELBOURNE?
A, Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: I have no further gquestionms,
Senior Member: I have no gquestions,

Counsel for the board: Is there any statement you wish to make about any subject belng looked
into by this board that has not been brought out by the questions so far?

A, FNo, sir.
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room,

Teading Seman Thomas George Place was called as a witnese by counsel for the board, was duly
sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNEEL FCOR THE BQOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Leading Jesmun Place, you have besn called as a witness for this board of investigation
which 18 inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collisicn of the HMAS MELBOURNE and USS
FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may assiast the board in it's
investigation. Under Australian Law it is necessary to warn you that you may refuse tO answer any
question, the answer to which may tend to expose you to a penalty or a forfeiture. It will be for
you to raise the objection and for the board to decide if you must answer the question or not, Do
you under those matters?

A, Yes, sir,
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Q. What 4s your full name?
A, Thomas George Place, sir.

Q. And your rank?
A. Leading Seaman Radar Flotter,

Q. And how long have you been in HMAS MELBOURNE?
A, 11 months, eair.

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy?
A, Eight years, slx months, gir.

Q. And vhere were you at the time you heard the plpe, "Emergency Stationt”
A, I wes aikleep in the port after ladder bay of MELBOURNE.

Q. And where dld you proceed upon hearing the pipe?
A, BStralght to my Emergency Stetlion, No. 2 Motor Cutter,

Q. And was that in due course put into the water?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And vhen the boat was put into the watter, where did it head?
A. We headed straight for the forward section of the EVANS,

Q. And how far wes that from MELBOURNE at that stage? _ _
A, I'd say roughly 200 yards. “

Q. And how long did it remain afloat af'‘ter your boat got into the water?
A. I couldn’t give an exact time, gir, It wasn't wery long. .
Q. Was it still floating or had it sunk by the time your -mot.or cutter arrived in the vieinity?
A. It went under as we arrived, about 20 or 30 yards away.

Q. What did you see of the survivors in that area?

A. Our first group consisted of, I'd say, about 8 to 10 men, clinging to a large fender. We
had come alonglsde them and they told us to proceed further on and pick up two more men who were
in the water and couldn't swim,

)
Q. Were these two men who couldn't ewim, clinging to anything?
A. Yes, sir, One had & large locker and the other had a rubber float of some sort, I couldn't
say what 1t was.

Q. Well what did you do for them?
A. We pulled both of them into the bost, Turned the boat around and started back for the
others.

Q. Diad you notice Able Seaman Evett do anything at any stage?

A, Yes, sair, It was after we picked up scme more survivors, Able Seaman Evett alghted a
body or our port slde, He immediately slipped over the side, secured the body and brought it
aboard, He tried to revive the person, but had no success, He covered him with a pair of overalls,

Q. Did you think there was any chance of bringing him to life at that stage?
A, XNo, elr,

Q. Did you do samething after that yourself?

A. Yes, gir. I sav a man in the water, laying on his back, appeared to be very weak fram -
shock, I told him to swim towards the boat and he couldn't move, I went over the side myself and
pulled him to the boat.

Q. You brought him aboard?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And what condition was he in?
A. He was coughing a little bit, I think it was just a little salt water he swallowed,

Q. And was he all right after that?
A, He lay down 4n the boat. after that., By the time we got to MELBOURKE he had revived
sufficiently to climb up the scrambling net.

Q. How many survivors, altogether, did you pick up out of the water?
A. 29 or 30, sir.

Q. And when you brought them back to the ship, how did they manage to get on board?

A, The majority used the port scrambling net to make thelr way up to the 3 deck. There was
one man wvho had a bad right leg and another fellow who had a bad arm, I think it was. There
was also the body., We were going to put the body into a stretcher, and also the man with the bad
leg, but they couldn't do it, We hoisted the boat to deck level and passed them off from deck level.

Q. How long was it from the time you came alongside with the survivors, until you got the

boat Into the water again?
A, I'd say between four and five minutes, sir,
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* Q. What did you do then?

A. We proceeded back to the general area vhare the forward section had sunk, and procesded to
carry out an extensive search for any more survivors in the area, .

* Q. Did you find any in the water?
A, No, sir,

Q. Did you find any, anyplace else?
A, NO, sir,

Q. Did you find any rafts?
A. Yea, slr., We came along side three rafts, One of which was half sulmerged in the water,
We searched through them and we were going to take them in tow and carry on with the Job,

Q. Did they have any survivors in them?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you came across any survivors in rafts?

A. Yes. Earlier in the night, we towed a raft to MELEOURNE with three or four survivors in
it,

Q. I believe later on you were given the Job of taking scame pecple to EVANS, and you were
detailed to plck up certain raftas by LARSON, is that correct?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Can you tell us vhether there was much oil in the water in the area where you were searching?
A, Yo, sir, Not a lot,

Q. In your belief were there any other persons in the water who could have been picked up in

the ares where you were searching? ‘-
A. ¥No, sir. If there hai a been we would have got them,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions.

Benlor Member: The board has no questions.

Counsel for the board: You are informed you may make a further statement concerning any
matter relating to the subject of the inquiry if you think it has not elready been brought out by
the questions. Is there anything you would liks to say?

A. The only thing I'd like to say, sir, iz the coolness and level-headedness of the men in the
water from the EVANS,

Counsel for the board: Thank you,
The witness wvas duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.
Senlor Member: We will have a short recess,

The board recessed at 1620 hours, 25 June 1969,

DECLASSIFIED
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The beard opamad at 1637 hours, 25 Juna 1969,
' AI: persons connected with the bosrd, who ware Prasent vhan tha board recessed wers again
present.

. Mechanical Enginesr Gary R. James, Royal Australian Navy, was called as a witnesa by counsel
;fcr the board, was sworn, and exsmined as follows:

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): You have bean called as s witnaas for this board of
investigation which 1s inquiring into the ctrcumstances surrounding the collision of RMAS
MELBOURNE and 1)SS FRANK E. EVANS, because it 1s understood that you have svidence which nay
assist the board in Lty investigation. Under Australian law, 1t 1a neceasary to warn you, thet
you may refuse to snswer any queation, the answer to which may tend to axpose you to penalty or
forfetture. It will be for ¥you to raise tha objection and for the board to dacide vhether you
}MSE answer the question or not. Do you understand thatt

Witness: Yes, sir.

' EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board (CIR Glass):

Q. What is your full name?
t A Gary Richard Yamss.

Your rank?
ME.

*

What does it stand for? . .
Hechanical Engineer, '

How long have you been in the Ravy?
Four years, sir.

>»o 0 >0

Bow long heve you been on board BMAS MELBOURNE?
Two years, sir,

And when the collision occurred were you on wateh or aslaep?
No, eir. I was sitting on the side of my bunk.,

>0 PO

-

Q. Then were did you go to?
A. 1 went straight into my overalls and straight to wy emergency station.
Q. Was there a patty officer who asked you to render soms assistance?
A. Yes, oir.
‘ Q. %ho was that? -
A. Petty Officer Beard.
) Q. Vhat 414 he aek you to do?
A. To assist him to free the 1ife rafts on the port aide of BMAS MELBOURNE, and to find any

survivors.

Q. Wharc did these 1ife rafts come from which were on the port side of MELBOURNE?
t A. There en the port aside, sir, on 2 deck. I reckon about thres quarters of the 11fs rafte
wars in the water fully inflated.

Q. What did he ask you to do sbout these 1ife rafts in the water?
! A. To check to ase 1f any survivors were in the rafts, to cut them from the MELBOURNE and
'to look for survivors in the water and to Kail any boats in the ares to piek up survivors {f wa
found soms. .

Q. What wes the first thing that you dtd?
4. 1 went down the ladder, I want into the watar. I had s knife and Patty Officer Heard and
I swem to the 1ife rafts and procesded to check them and cutting their linas.

Q. How far were these 1ife rafts from the MELBOURRE at this atage?
A. Thay ware alongside the ship in emall groups, gradually drifting to the after part whare

bher props ars.

Q. Did you cut them loose?
A. Yes, sir, tying all the 1life rafts together in a bundle and the emergancy packs to the

sides of the rafts.
Q. When thet had baen dona, what did PO Eeard do?
A. He want to the stern of the MELBOPRNE to a group of rafts and I swam to another group of

rafts which were further out, about 20 yards from the ship. I swam out to there, getting the 1ifs
tafts togethar and shecking the rafts for survivors. .

Q. Wov many life rafte of MELBOURNE ware thare im the weter at this point?
A. 1 don't knew the correct mmber, sir. I think thers would be fiftesn at the most.
480
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. Q. Were they all Properly inflated or not?
A. Yes, sir. Every one waa properly inflated and thare was only one upside dowm.

Q. When you swam over to this collection of 1ife rafts did you age anyone in the water?
. , A. Only vhen I climbed onto the 1ife raft I saw this sailor off of the EVANS yelling out
and splashing, and I pwam out to assist him on » raft.

Q. Did you get him into the raft?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you then do?

A. Hailed a passing motor cutter. I don’t know where it come from but he said, "You got
any survivors?!" and I said, "Yes, I got one here." ye Put him in the boat and it went straight
to the MELBOURNE.

Q. What was the next time thing you did after that?

A. Able Seamsn Richardson hailed for some sssintance to get another sailor into another 11 fe
boat and 1 swam over to assist him. T was in the water and Able Seaman Richardson was in tha
raft, and he grabbed ahold of his hands and together he pulled and I pushed the sailor into the

life rafe.
Q. What was the condition of that survivor when you got him into the raft?
¢ A. A bit shaken up, air.
13
1 Q. Did you find out the names of afther of these two men whom you helped into rafts? i
F A.- No, »sir. - : . ) o -
! : : ’ -
q- Did you see any other aurvivors additional to the two that you helped?
A. Yes, sir. 1 saw them in other groups of life rafts and in a psssing motor cutter going
back to MELBOURNE. . . . 3

Q. How many did you see in life rafts in addition to the two that you helped?
A, T saw around about 8ix, six. T couldn't be sure of the number. All I could gather was
by their voices.

J. Is there anything else that you did that morning that you wish to tell us about?
A. 1 only got the emergency packs tied to the life rafts and waited for the life rafts to
be towed back to MELBOURNE.
L)

Q. Did you have a life jacket on when you were swimming around?
A. Wo, sir.

Q. How long were you engaged in this operstion altogether?
A. About three quarters of an hour,

Q. Did you see any raft other than theee MELBOURNE rafts in the srea?
A. There were some rafts off EVANS partly submerged and half f{nflated.

Q. How many did you see in that condition?
A. T saw about three half inflated, I asw one submerged about ten feet under the water.

Q. Did you exsmine these rafts to see what had gone vrong with them?
A. No, sir, We just tied them together in a group and checked to see if there waz any
survivors in them and there wse none.

Q- DIid you see any other survivors in the water in addition to the two men you helped?
A. Yes, sir. Purther out, being winched up inteo helicopters and getting pulled out of the
(water by fellows in motor cutters.

' Counsel for the board: Counsel have no further questions for this witness.
Senior Member: The board has no questions for ME Jsmes.

Counsel for the board: You have the right to make a statement concerning any matter phat
has not yet been brought out by the questions ssked of You. Do you wish to make any further
statement?

HE James: Yas, sir. The coolness of some of these EVANS sailors. Some were very cool in
the life rafta and 1 congratulate them for not being hysterical.

The witneas was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room,

Postsl Clerk Third Class Charles M. Smith, U. 5. Navy, was called az s witness by counsel
for the board, was sworn, and examined as follows:

Counssl for the board: Petty Officer Smith, you have been called as @ witness for this board
of investigation which ig inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of RMAS
MELBOURNE and USS PRANK E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence that may sssist
the board in its investigation. Under United States law, no witness may ba compelled to answer
any question, the answer te which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to snswer any
such question. Do you understand that?
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PFC3 Smith: Yes, gir.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Would you state Your full name?
A. Charles Michael Smith.

3. Your rate?

A. PCI.

Q. And that stand for?

A. Postal Clerk Third Class.

. To what unit are You assigned? To what ship are you asgigned?
A. FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. Would you state how long you have been in the Navy?

A. About 2 years 6 months.

3. How long have you been eesigned to FRANK E. EVANS?

A. One year 3 months. *

Q. What were your duties on board on the 3rd of June?

A. Do you mean at the time of the collision, sir?

Q. VWhat were your normally assigned duties on board EVANS?

A. In the morning, usually the KEARSARGE or MELBOURNE would send g Flight over, a helo over
to pick up the mail, I would dispatch it..., - . ) . :

. You were the postal clerk on boerd the EVANS, and that was your principal duty to run -
the post office, {5 that correct? Sl

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Inviting your attention to the time of the eolliasion, where were you?

A. I was asleep, air.

4. What wns the first notice that you had that something unusual had occurred?

A. Uell, I was shaken quite a bit, I was thrown out of my rack.

N. Where i3 your bunk located, in what compartment?

a. 0" Compartment,

4. Where is that located on the ship?

“. That's aft of, all the way aft, .

¢ TIs it one deck belew the main deck?

A Yes, sir,

i+ Just forward of the after steering compartment?

2 Yes, sir.

4. Vould you then continue, you ssid you were shaken by the eollision,

A, Yes, sir. My rack is right behind a big air conditioner and I was thrown out of my rack
221 T %it the atr conditioner, bounced back into my rack, hit the air conditioner and back into
1w rack, There is only about Beven or eight inches between my rack and the air conditioner.

{. Could you tell whether you were moving or tha asir conditioner was moving?

: Tt was me. No doubr about it, sir.

%+ The air conditioner stayed in placed though?

d Yes, sir.

- Then what happened after you aettled dowr after returning to your rack the second or
third time?

A T didn't really know what was happening and 1t didn't seem like anyone elae knaw, o0 I
got 2y pants and was #oing up on the fantatl to gee what had happened. I went up the ladder
on to the fantail and I saw the MELBQURNE right beside us. 1 just thought that maybe we had
burped into them or something, I really didn't know what had happened.

4. Did you notice the performsnce of any pergonnel in the compartment in which you vere
located? Was anyone seemingly in charge or taking action to direct the efforts of the otlher
peaple?

: A. At first T didn't notice gnyone. Someone said, "Let's get the hell out of here," and
that's the reacon I got out, T went back down in the Compartment to get my keys to the post
office after I was on the fantail and someone said the front of the ship had sunk, and I decided
that the back of the ship might sink, mo T had better go to the post office and get the mail,
and T had a 1ife jacket in there also. T went back into the compartment and Kilian, DC3, waa
down there telling, there was a lot of stragglers that didn't know what had happened and they
were messing sround looking for their bilifolds and looking through their lockers, he was down
there telling them to get out. o
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Q. What ether actions did he take thet you observed?
A. He was Passing out 11fe jacksts on the fantail. ‘
Q. Was anyone setting Condition ZEBRA in the compartment?
A. Be set Condition ZEBRA, Kilian ai4 on the scuttle going by the ship's store and by the
post offica,

Q. Did you notice the actiona of a man named Jonas, Quartarmaster Sesmen?
A. Yas, sir. He s the ons who handed me my life jackat.

Q. And from v{'nre vas ha securing the 1ife Jjackats that he was handing out?
A. Sir?
Q
A

+ Whare did he get them, the life jackets thet hea gave you?
+ I don't know, eir, from a repair locker, I imagine.

Q. After you went to the fantail how were You removed from FRANK E, EVANS?
A, Well, they told uys to 80 up to the ECM deck and cross over, I astarted down the port side
and someone from the MELBOURNE threv a rope ladder down. We secured it to our ship end ¥ ¢limbed

up.

Q. Were you able to secure Your postal furds prior to leaving FRANK E. EVANS?
A. ¥o, sir. I couldn't find oy kays.

Q. When were you able to do that? Were you ever subsequently sble to taks cars of your
responsibilitiss as to the postal funda?

A. The LARSON, the salvage party off the LARSON, the postsl clerk and the postal officer
went over and tore down the door and took all the accountabls things I needsad and gave them to
me later. . . iy

Q. Reve your books baen balanced out?
A. Yeas, sir.

Q. Were there any discrepancies in the funds or stamps or snything else deliverad to you by

LARSONT
A. Do you mean were any of the stamps damaged?

Q. No. D.screpancies as to mmbers or emounts, did your books balgnce?
A. Yes, averything was all right. B}

Q. Did you observe the conduct of personnel on the fantail of EVANS when you were there?
A. Yes, sir. Everyone seemed to be doing whataver they ware told or whatever thay could to
help anyone else.

Q. Did you notice any particularly outstanding performance by any personnel?

A. I don't know of anything really outstanding, but when I saw that the back of the ship
was going to sink I though a 1ife jackat was pretty important to ma and the guys that were
handing tham out seemsd to be doing & real good job becauss most everyone had ons.

Q. Who were the people that were handing them out?
+ A1l T saw was Kiliar and Jonass. There might have been more, but I didn't potice anyone

slse,
Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions for t‘hu vitness.
Senior Member: The boerd has no questions for Postal Clerk Smith.

Counsel for the board: Petty Officer Smith, you sre informed gt this time that you have ths
privilege to maka sny further statemant covering anything related to the subject matter of the
inveatigation that you think should be a matter of record which has not been fully brought out
by the previous questions. Do you have anything to edd?

PC3 Smith: Mo, sir.
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.
5

Damage Controlman Third Class Casey P. Kilian, U, §. Navy, wes called as a witness by counsel
for the board, wes sworn, and examinad as follows:

Coungel for the board: Petty Officer Kilian, you have been called as a witness tor this
board of investigation which 1, inquiring into the ecireumstancas surrounding the ecolliaion of
BMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E, EVARS, because it is understoed that you have savidenca thet may
assist the board in it investigetion. Under Dnited States law, no witnass nay be compelled
to ansywes any questions, the answer to which may tend to incrimfnate him, and You may refuee to
Answver any such questions. Do you undarstand that?

DC3 Kilisn: Yes, air.
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR TEE BOARD

Queations by counsel fer the board:
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Q. Would you state your full name, your grade and your pressnt assigmment?
A, Xilian, Casey Patrick, DC3, B71 B7 356
- Q. To what ship were you assigned on.the 3rd of Juns?l o
A. USS FRANK E, EVANS (DD-734). .
Q. How long have you been in the Navy, Kilian?
A. Two years and one month. -
Q. How long have you been assigned to FRANK K, BVANS?
A. Since January 18th, 1968, sir.
Q. And vhat were your duties on board, in a general way?
A. To maintsin watertight integrity and maintain damage sontrol things throughout the ship.

Q. Inviting your sttention to the early morning hours of the 3rd of June was the first
indication you received that something might be wrong!? :
A, T was sleeping in my....

Q. Vhere waa that located? .
A, "R" Division compartment, C203L, after part of the ahip. As the collision took place I
was thrown out of my rack and as I was falling I stuck my hend inte a fan, It wae right above
my rack, That woke me up pretty good and I landad on oy fast and upon landing upon my feet, I
‘went straight up the ladder to the passageway. As woon as I got in the passagevay ths first
thing 1 saw was four battle lanterns, they were 1it and it was dusty and all from the. {mpact
of the collision

Q. VWas there any other 1llumination than the blttln’lintirnaf .
A, No, sir, there wasn't . . .

Q. Were they the type of battle lanteyns that nuteﬁnticllly actuate upon power failure?
A. Yes, air, they wera. : '

Q. And where ware they located?
4. They were located on the port bulkhead.

Q. Of the pasgagsway?
A.  Yes, sir.

3. What about the ones i{n your compartment, did you notice any there?
A. 1 d1d not notice any.

Q. Are there eny such battls lanterns located i{n the compartment?
A. lNot to my knowladge. .

Q+ 1 interrupted you, you may proceed.

A, Well, anyway upon arriving in the passageway, 1 opansed up tha port hatch and as I started
to go out someone came down the passageway and said wa were rammed and upon hearing that, I dogge?
the hateh back up nnd want down to the compartment and teld everyone that we had heen rammed and
te get out of the compartment because they were putting their clothes on and Just moving slowly
bacause I guess they didn't realirza what had happaned really,

Q. And did those people reapond to your directives to gt out of the compartment?
A, Yes, a’r. Thay stopped dreesing and starting moving up the ladder.

Q. What did you do following thatt g
- A&, Following that Icame back up the ladder and sverybody wap setting ZEBRA, and I went and e s
checked the heads to maka aure that ZEBRA was set in the heads. Then I went onto the fantail and
they had a few injured paople walking back on the fantail. A faew paople had life fackets on so
I want to Repair 3 pessageway which is right aft of after officers ataterooms and openad up
Repair 3 locker and broke out lifa jackats.

Q. How many did you find inm thara?
4. We counted batwesa 12 and 15 for repair 3 party only.

Q. What d{d you do with those that you found?
4. 1 brought them to ths fantail and started giving them out to the injured first, than
whoever wanted one aftar that.

Q. Wes anyone else passing out life jacketa at this time?
A. BSomeons had grabbad some thet I had and wag passing out too, I'm not too sure whe it was.

Q. Were you satisfiad that Condition ZEBRA was set in the apace for whieh you were responsible,
A. Yes, sir, I vaa,

Q. Whan you arrived on the fantail, did you note the situation as to the calmnass or other
status of parsonnel there? :

A, I feel that svarybody was sxceptionally ecalm, but I fael that they just didn't realize
what had happened. It tock place so fast that mo ons had reason to be anything but celm really.
They didn't know what happenad,
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Q. Upon the completion of handing out the 1ifa Jackats ecould you tell 1f overyone had s 1ife
Jackat evantually,

A. Wo, sir. They didn't.

Q. Could you sstimate how many did not?

A, Well, taking into secount thet we had 19% people on board, the most 1ife Jackat I eould
see that wa could get snywhere on the ship would pe fifteen from Repsir 3 and the most they had
in Repair 5, at the most, was 30 snd to my knowledge unless they had some on the torpedo deck,
vhich would ba very few, that would probably be all we had, ‘

Q. What was the practice of the ship as to storage of 1ife jackets?

A. To have life Jackets in Repair 3 which wers for the repair party and that was 15, that
was kept up Repair $ was also kept up. On the starboard side pastthe bridge there wes a-life
Jacket locker there, but I don’t whether they had any 11fe jackets in thare or not or whather
it was knocked over the side or not.

Q. Wasn't there s 11fe jacket for each wman at his General Quarters Station?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And would there have been 1ife jackets st the Genaral Quarters Stations of all parscnnal
stationed in the after gectfon of the ship?
A. Would you repeat thst again?

Q. Would not there have been life jackats at every etation in the after part of the ship
where the men were stationed ot Gensral Quarters? : . S

A. The life jackets ware sufficient for pacple who wers in General Quarters in that gection
of the ship which were broken up inte d{fferant Tepair parties. We had sufficient amounte of
11fe jackets for Repair 3, which our General Quarters station would ba Repair 3 and we had the
sufficient smount there. A¢ far a8 having life jackets for sveryone in the after pact of the
ship, no, sir, we did not have enough. - ’

Q. How about the after enginaroom and aftar fireroom?
A, They are broken up into different reapair perties for General Quarters. Now like T »ay
we only have 15 life jackets in Repair 3.

Q. Are you aware of what the practice would be {n the firsrooms end enginaroons?
A. No, I am not, sir.

[ .
Q. To your knowledge was the emergency illuminetion adequate in the spaces which you vigited
in setting Condition ZEPBRA?
A, Yes, it was.

Q. Did it appear to function normally when the normal lighting went out?
A. 1 would ssy it did, sir.

Q. Did you notice any flooding in any of the spaces into which you went?
A. Whan I firat arrived up the ladder they had water in the passdgevay lasding to Repair 3
and after officers. I am not sure how it got there but I understand {¢t was from open hatchea or

port holes.

Q. Did you go into the shaft allays?
A, Wo, eir, T didn't

Counsel for the board: I have mo further questions of this witness, sir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior membar:

Q. Kilian, at General Quarters, when you procesd to your General Quarters Station, do your
dutias include the setting of Conditton ZEBRA? .
A. Yes, sir, it does.

Q. In what area?
4. In the aftar section of tha ship, sir. That would {nclude "R" P{visiom compartmant,

CO23L, it would include ths head and shower, Supply compartment, OC, 3rd Division. My duties
for sstting ZEBRA were the showers and the head and other paople had other duties.

Q. Did you d» that?
A, Yes, oir, I did,

Q. Did anyons do the other arsas in that part of the ship as to setting ZEBRA?
A. Yen, sir, they did,

. Who?
2. Robinson had gone and checked "R" Division and also be went aft to the shipfitter shop to

check, plus a fow othar peopla,

Q. Did you know that at the time?
A. No, sir.
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A. Aftervards.
Q. Fow long aftcmrdﬂ
- A. When we were on the MELBOURME.
Q. Do you have any commmnt on the damage contrsl squipment with which you are familiar as
to how it eperated {n this ssargency? :
A. Mo, sir, I don't. Except I believe 1ifa Jaskets ware non-sufficient.
Q. I want to make sure thet T understand ¢learly what you are saying here. You belisve that

the distribution and location of the 11fe
the emsrgency with which yoU Wers

A.
Q.

Jackets, if I undarstand you corractly, did not mset
: faced and in which the ship was eut in two?
Yas, sir.

Are you saying that, is there any doubt in your mind thet thare wefe enough life jackata

on board the ship for all hands?

; A. Yes, air.

Q. Thare is doubt?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You think that when the ship was in ons pisce thers were not anough?

A. Yes, sir, T do. ' '

Q. What may lead you to that gonclusion?

A. Well, from taking inventory from what we have in our Tepair lockers and what {3 on tha
starboard side of the ship, I just don't beliave they had enough 1{fs jackats. :

Q. When the ship want to General Quarters prior to tha collision, at any time, qlttll
Purposes, is it your belief that thare was not s lifa jackst for sach man? °

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Yet you are not familisr with the practice as to stowags of 1ife Jackets in enginearing
spaces?

A. KMo, sir.

Q. So that you don't know anything sbout that?

A. Fo, sif.

Q. But you still think there wewen't enough for sach man?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Doss that ssem s reasonable eonclusion to you?
A. I just don't balisve there were snough on board the ship.

Q. Kilian, what I sm trying to get at is what ia the badis for your beliaf; you have an ares
of ignorance which is fairly large by your statement, namely, you don't know anything sbout tha
practices sa regard to stowage of anginesring department and ergineering speces 1ife fackets,
Theraficre, how cen you make a general eonclusion to the whole of the ship 1f thers is » large
ares of the ship {n which you don't have information?

A. I belisve thet whan w go to Genaril Quarters, I den't belisve eaveryoms had a 11f¢
Jackat. Mot everyons brings a life Jacket with them,

Q. Is it possidle that some life Jackats ere stewed at the GCensral Quarters Station of tha
individual?

A, Yea, sir. _

Q. Therefors, thay wouldn't have te bring them with them weuld they?

A. Wo, sir, they wouldn't :

Q. Csn you give m any factual basis for your assertion that you believe thare were not

enough 1ilfe jackats on boerd the shtp?
A. Pe, str, I ean't

Did you sver participate in the inveato

Q.
Wo, #ir, I haven't.

A,
fenior Mauber: Ths bourd has no furthar questions for Demags Controlmen Third Class Xilien.

Ty of the 1ife jackets on board the ship?

Counsel for tha board: Petty Officer Kilien, you are inferwed that you sre privileged to make
any further statemsnt covering snything related te the subject of the imquiry that have mot been
brought out by prior questions. De you have sny additional statements?

DCI Kilian: MNWo, sir.

The witnass was duly werned soncerning his testimeny and withdrew from the board room.
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Beaman Major A, Boettcher, U,5. Navy, was callad ae a witness by counsel for the board, was.
wworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD )
Questione by Counsel for the board:

Q. BSeaman Boettcher, you have been called aa a witness for this board of inveatigation, which
.1s inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USE FRANK E.
EVANE, because it 1s believed that you have evidence which may assist the board in 1ts investigation,
Under United Btates.law, no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the anawer which may
tend to ineriminate him and you may refuse to answer any such questions., Do you understand that?
A. Yes, nir,

Q. Would you state your full name?
A. Boettcher, Major Allen,

Q. And your rate?
A. Seaman,

Q. And to what ship are you assigned?
A. USS FRANK E, EVANS, sir,

Q+ And to what division are ¥you massigned on EVANS?
A. First Division, sir.

Q. And how long have you served on board EVANS?
A. About fourteen months, air.

Q. How long have you been on actives duty in the Navy?
A. A little over fourteen months, sir, -

Q. On the early morning of three June, could you state where you were at the time of the
collixion? : .
A, I was in the First Division Bleeping Compartment, sleeping, air.

Q. And where is that sleeping campartment located?
A. TIt's forward of the mess decks, In between the CI and the Chief's quarters,

Q. And at what level is that compartment?
A. Third deck, sir.

Q. And do you know the designation of the pompartment?
A. No, eir.

Q. And what was the first notice ¥You had of the collimiont
A. It Just woke me up, sir,

R+ How did 1t wake you up?
A. VWell, the noise - and I could feel myself falling,

Q. Did you feel the ship rodling over?
A. Yes, sir. You could feel like you were falling right through the air,

Q. And were you thrown from your bunk?
A. FNot far, because I glept on the starboard side,

Q. Did it throv you against the bulkhead
A, Yes, sir. About two feet. :

Q. And vwhat did you do at that time?
A, Well, it woke me up and everything from the port pide, racks, mattresses and other things =
people - Just went to the atarboard side. I was buried a little bit., I got up as pest I could and

Just stood up,

Q. And what was the status of the lighting in the compartment?
A, I didn’t see any light at all, sir,

Q. Did you see any emergency lighting of any sort?
A, No, nir,

Q. Is the compartment equipped with any emergency lighting?
A, There is m battle lantern on the port side, air.

Q. And 414 it lght to your knovledge?
A, Well, air, I d1dn't see it 1f it did,

Q. And what did you do then after you stood upt
A, Well, I started praying, sir,
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Q. After you had done that what did you do?

A, Well, there was panic pretty well in the division, you could tell there was a lot of people
still there, most everybody, there could have been a few knocked out or something like that, but I
would say most everybody was alive in the division. There was panic and then sameone said to keep
qulet, stay together and we will get out of here, At that time I started to climb the overhead to
the hatch,

Q. Did that statement by scmeone seem to calm the people?
A, Yesz, pir,

Q. And at that time, did the panic end?
A, Well, it subsided a little bit, but there were still people talking,

Q. And you sald you started to climb the overhead, by that what do you mean?

A, Well, the ship stayed on its starboard slde, so that the overhead became the bulkhead, the
starboard bulkhead, and since I sleep directly acroSs from the hatch, I remembered this and I Just
went in that direction, sir,

Q. And what did you crawl over to get thera?
A. T just crawled up the overhead, there was nothing in my way.

Q. And had any lockers or any permanently installed equipment come loose in the impact?
A. Well, sir, we have foot lockers, most everybody has foot lockers and there is a few upright
lockers, but I didn't see if there was. - - : - - R

Q. They stayed in .place as far as you knowt .o .
A. They could have been thrown, but I couldn't tell. Tt was dark, sir.

Q. Were you able to reach the hatch? - .
A, Yes, sir. I went to the hatch and I went through the hatch,

*a

Q. Was the hatch open at that time?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Could you see any lights through the hatch?

A. Yes, sir. ThiA 1s where I seen the dim Ight. So I went in the direction towards the light
ard I stuck my head through the mess decks, I knew it was the mess decks because of the red tile
or. the floorys

Q. The hateh you are talking about, does it lead directly into the mess decks from your compartment?
A. Directly into the forward head's passageway, I kiew I was in the forward hesd's passageway.
I wanted to get to the fastest way out, so0 I knew this wouldn't be it. The fastest way would be to
£0 stralght up to the forward fan room. So I turned around and went back, back into the forward
head's passageway. There were about six or seven guys gathering in there coming out of the division.
We were trying to find the hatch to the forward fan room, We couldn't find it, so I said, "Well, I'm
going this way."

Q. By "this way," you meant which way?
A. Through the mess decks. There were two battle lanterns on in the mess decks, sir, So I
started to climb in the mess decks.

Q. Was anybody else with you?
A, Well, there were people behind me,

Q. Were you in the lead?

A. Yes, sir, When I first started to go through, I noticed people starting to came out of OI
Division, That's the division right under the mess decks. I etarted to climb through, and you had
to climb over the tables with the position of the ship and kold on to the overhsad which would
have been the bulkhead, I seen Lehman fall, this 1s & first class. This is when I noticed the water
in the mess decks 'cause Lehman hit the water and went completely under and came back up. The water
was cominz in fast, You could see this, too,

Q. Where was it coming from, could you tell?
A, At the time, no I couldn't. But after I found out the position of the ship, it had to be
coming from the scullery door. .

Q. And is that on the starboard side?
A. Yes, sir. So I went on, I noticed he came back up, He started to climb back up, 80 I went
on and this is where I found Anthony, picked him up, in other words I followed his trail.

Q. Where did the trall lead you?
A, Well, he went through the "steam line," sir.

Q. Is that on the port side just aft of the mess deck?

A. Yes, sir, He was about 10 to 15 seconds ahead of me, so I fallowsed him through there and
right there was a dim light in the "steam line," very dim though. 8o he went up through the hatch
and by the time I got there I went through the hatch and I was lost agaln, I felt like I was trapped,

Q. Where did you think that hatch led you to?
A, Well, actually I knew where it led me to,
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Q. And where was that?
A, To the wardroom door, in other words to the hatch by the wardroom door,

Q. Main deck hatch by the wardroam door? .

A. Yes, sir. When I got there Anthony was gone and I couldn't find the door, Bo I went back
down in the "steam line" and then I started to think. Anthony just went out that way so I turned
around and went back and I found the door., The door was closed and it was on the overhead, directly
on ithe overhead, I opened it up a little then I went back down in the "steam line”" and I yelled to
Vargo - this is a buddy of mine in first division - he was the only one I recognized, really, 'cause
I knew him by his volce. Hie voice was changing. Then I told him that this was the way out, and
80 I went back up and out and I was standing on deck and they started to come out of the hkatch,

Q. And how many others came out behind you, do you know? . : -
A. I noticed four,

Q. And who were they?

A. Myself, Vargo, Dewey, and Salisbury, and Crowson and Wimsett got out, but I di1dn't see them
come out of the hatch 'cause I was on deck possibly 35, 45 seconds and I heard someone shout, "She's
golng under," so everybody started to dive in the water. Bo I went intoc the water and swam away.

Q. And what was the inclination of the deck at this time, was i1t 90 degrees on its aide or
some further angle or some less angle?

A. Well, the foc'sle was higher, it was in a position about like that (indicating), See, when
I got up there and looked around, you couldn’t see the break, I didn't see the break and I thought
the whole fantail was under water,

Q. But when it was rolled over on its starboard side, how far over was it rolled? Was it 90
degrees by this time?

A. T don't know, sir.

Q. Was there any light up on the main deck when you arrived up there? iy

A. No, sir. When I went into the water, I started to swim as fast as T could and I had gotten
about 30 yards away and I turned over and started doing side strokes and the ship was still floating.
3ut in about three Seconds, she Just went up and then she went down,

®. And which part went up before it went down?
A. The foc'sle sir.

Q. Ard then it went in stern Tirst?
A. Yes, §ir,

§. How long were you in the water then, do you know? y

A. Tot to long, sir. I was swimming towards the carrier, and I noticed that s life boat was in
the water and coming up by the spot light and I just kept awimming towards that, sir.

w. Ani were you picked up by the boat?
A, Tes, sir,

R. And eventually returned to the MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, sir.

q. You've related your experiences in getting out of the compartment to which you were assigned,
aere there any protlems thet you met that you feel could be improved by changes in design such as
2izhtirg or mnything of that nature?

A. Yes, sir. I made a suggestion to Mr, Boylan that, if possible, you could Put battle lanterns
80 that they would shine through the hatech, This is what took so long - to find the hatchee,

Q. And where were the battle lanterns that you saw directed towards?
A. They were on the lower part of both doors of the mess decks leading to the scullery and to
the gteam lin=, .

Q. [i7 they shine on the hatches at all? :
A. No, sir. They shine from the door they were on, the lower hand of the doors, shining towards
forward, shining forward.

Q. I'm not gquite clear what you mean, where were they sactually located?

A. On the lower part of the doocr, in other words on the side of the door but on the bottom, up
2 or 3 feet from the bottom of the deck. They didn't ghine through the door, they shined away from
the door.

Q. Away from the door?
A. In other words it would 1light up the megs decks,

Q. Were they mounted just beside the door?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And your suggestion would be that they be directed toward the door or hatch is that correct?
A, Well, mainly 1n berthing compartments, where You could have a battle lantern on the overhead
that would shlne down into the berthing compartment,

Q. From the adjacent or adjacent compartment above or below?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And did you have any problems in getting through the mess deck? :
A. Quite a bit, sir. I noticed one thing in which I almost fell in the mess decks. The mess
: deck tables they have the rims you know, when you are in rough seas it JXeeps the food on the table.
. Well, the mess cooks clean them about twice a week, and they don't secure them down after that and
when I reached for the table, it came loose and I lost xy grip on that, but I had my other hand on
the overhead and that held me up. . :

Q. Do you have any other remarks along that linet
A Well, sir, I think things could have been secured better, the mess decks, other things were
— in disorder, the trays, they were all over the place in the "steam line," '

Q. That was at the tims the ghip was rollad over 90 degrees?
A, Yes, sir, it wvas on its starboard side.

Q. The mess trays had been in their proper storage prior to that time as far as you know?

A, Bir, there iz a cabinet for the trays, sometimes I think I remember where they close the
doors on them, but a lot of times I know they don't and I gueag when the ship took the roll these
trays Just came out everywhere,

Q. ‘And how long do you estimate it was from the time of collision and the time f.he bow went down?
A. Could I state how long it took me from the time it woke me up till the time I got on the deck?

Q. Yes,
A. I would say sbout six minutes,

Q. And the bow section sank how long efter that?
A. A minute, sir, :

Q. Do you know who it wae that called out to calm the people after the initial moment of disorder?
A. Ko, sir, I know it was one of two peopls. It was either Crowson, Becond Clags Boatswain Mate
or Bage, Becond Class Boatswain Mate, -

Q. And did that help in getting the people organized to get out?

A, Yes, sir, everybody did calm down after that. There were a few people talking, they were
8aying, "What happened?" I saild, "What happened," you know. Then I heard scameone sy they dropped
anchor, and I knew that was wrong. Unless it was two miles up, or scmething like that.

Q. Did yju see the bow section roll over before it sank?
A. No, sir, When I turned around it was Just a few seconds and she went up and then went down, sir,

Q. You were swimming away prior to that time?
A, Yes, sir, but I can tell you what I've heard,

Q. No, I would just prefer to hear what you saw?

A, TYes, air, but these people are gone, they could tell you because Wimsett was coming out pof
the hatch, and he sald the water was coming into it, so I would say the ship took the roll then
‘cause 1t was dry when I come through 1it, :

Q. The same hatch you came through, water was coming in?
A, Yes, gir. : .

Counsel for the board: Counsel has po further questions.
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Questlons by the Benior Member:

Q. Boettcher, vhat is you battle station?
A. Mount 51, sir,

Q. When you go to gemeral guaters and man your battle station, are you requirel to put on e
life jacket? T _ : T
A, Ko, sir.

Q. When you go to abandon ship stations, are you required to put on a life jacket?
A. Yes, sir, - .

Q. Where would you get a life Jacket in that case? .
A. They have them in the gun mount sir, I'm in the handling room, projectilemsn, and they
throw them down to us.

Q. Are there enough for each man in the crew?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you sver hear anybody in FRANK E, EVANE say that at abandon ship stations, he didn't
have a life jacket?
A. Fo, sir,

Serior Member: The board has no further questions for Sesman Boettcher,

Lgo



NiNt: ey
' y it £ 1, "'
C o QLS

' ~ Counsel for the board: Besman Bosttcher you are st this time priviledged to make any further
statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the inquiry that you think should be a
matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out by the questions which
you have been ashked. Do you have anything to ada?l .

. " \_’
Witness: Wo, li‘l‘-.
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board rocm.
Senior Member: Ths board will adjourn. '

The board adjourned at 1734 hours, 25 June 1969,
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