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Q. Did M ha". • 11f. jaebtl 
A. Ito, .ir. • .... dre .. ld in liDlllt .ad uadlrpoDto onl,. • 

Q. Do:you know who thlt .... 1 
A. I belilvi it .... the Ixecutive Officlr. 

Q. WeU,:you took him back to thl .bip, dld ,..,..7 
A. Yel, IU. 

Q.. ADd what dld ,..,.. tMD d01 
A. When the ourvivor lot out of the alrcraft, .. dlcided to put the .oner operltor out of the 

aircraft jUlt at the lame time. 

Q. Witb what object In view7 
A. The olrcraft .... VIr)' clolO to ito ..,.1_ 111-'" .. ight, and I thouaht if I lot rld of one 

extra crew .-her out of thll back. I would 'be abl. to pick up two people t.he next t1me I went out. 

Q. And vhen did :you let lirbome the DlKt time? 
A. 

0334. 
Approximately one minut. after I landed on, I laaded on at 0333, and I took off again at 

That would be to the n •• relt II1nute. 

Q. And for how long did )'OU continue to ... r.b? 
A. On takeoff I .. nt ba.k to thl ._ aria. There ware two ~a hell.opter. in thlt area. 

Tbey ware the IAI!. olreraft. I then caUld the .hip ."d .old thlt I didn't VInt any mora air.raft 
in thlt vicinity, thlt it .... I _U arll, thlt it va. de .... rau •• ad I va. thin told to .arry 
out •• ear.h in the perimeter of thet area on the .tarboard aid. of H!LBamN!. Tbi. I did Wltil 
I w •• recalled and landed on at 0400. 

Q. And .ft.r 0400, I'm .orry. Did:you •• e anytbi ... noteworthy durl ... thlt period7 

Question. by a _er (lADH StIVODlon): 

Q. You ju.t .old the .tarboard lid. of II!LBOImI!. Did)'OU moon the port. 
A. No, .11'. 

Q. Yau ware talll ... about the port aide hefor •• 
A. No, I WDt to the starboard aide of MILBOURNE to cl.ar the area and ••• if there _I'I any 

people over on that lide that may have been mi •• ed earlier. 

, EXAHlHATlOli BY COUNSEL PCIl TIE lOUD (Cont'd) 

Que.tion. by coun.e1 for thl bo.rd (CDR Gla .. ): 

Q. Where va. thl location of the .pot by r ...... ad bearl ... from H!LBO!ll!.NE where you pi.ked 
up thi. man by vlnch 7 

A. I would •• tiute this to be approximately on the port quarter, probably closer to the beam 
or the .tem of the .arrier. The r ..... about 250 to 300 )'Ird.. I can only •• timete ti!1. from the 
time that we lot the .urvivor, I climbed to about 100 feet and then decended back on to the decks. 
It va •• very Ihort di.tance. 

Q. During the p.riod you were in the air tb •••• and time what dld you •• e7 
A. There wa. virtually nothi ... in the water, but I kept g.tti ... glance. of .pluhe. out of 

the corner of my .ye. Thi •• ventually I found to be fi.h, qulte large fl.b, in group. and they 
vare .ph.hing in the vater. It gave the tmpr ... ion thlt it could hive been. un ov1mm1l\C and 
this 1. what drew my attention to it. 

Q. 
A. 

of the 

Aad did you •••• nythi ... ".elo •• part frOll tha floh bafore you ._ back at 04007 
NO, 11r, only the other aircraft. 1 didn't '" any wreckage at all on the .tarboard 

carrier. 

Q. And what happened vlth your alr.raft after,..,.. .... back at 04001 
A. The alrcraft thlt 1 ... fl)'1ng •• left on diCk, rledy 1f required. 

side 

Q. Are,..,.. .bl. to t.ll u. what rl.cue operationa vere carri.d out by other helo.1 And nth 
what IUCce.l? 

A. Tho r_ining aircraft vb1ch flov, tho air.reft thlt took off at .pproximatel,. 0334, ju.t 
before I did. Tbi* atlL'erafr - ,..,.. vlll ... cu" _ if I read from the d.bri.f of the ailL'erew 
concerned? 

Q. You beUave thi. information to be true, ... you? 
A. Yal, lir. 

Q. All r1gbt. 

Sanior _Ir: Would,..,.. r_t a.ola tM tima thlt tbi •• ir .... ft took off1 
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• A. Thls aircraft, 1 thought, lir, took off at 0334. However, from the narrative that I have 
hrre. , ... bieh I will read. nWenex 830 was Icrambled ianediately after the collision and became 
airborne at 0327. 11 Thi. time 1!11 pouibly wrong. The crew of this aircraft received no briefing. 
They werE'. scrambled and it 1. posdble that the oblerver'. watch may have been wrong. "The aircraft 
proceeded to the search area on MELBOURNE'. port quarter and .ighted .everal boats 1n the water, 
but no aurvivor.. At thi. time there were 4 We •• ex a.arching a amelI area and th~ craw elected 
to se3rch • little beyond the wreckage perimeter. At approximately 0340, • survivor wa. lighted 
300 yards from that area, away from MELBOURNE, and .1 he appeared quite exhausted the observer 
elected to lower the SAR diver for a double lift pickup. Thil was aecomplilbed in about 5 minutes, 
after which the survivor WIS landed on MELBOURNE and taken by atretcher to lick bay. tt was later 
learned that he luffered no injuries, and it ia believed that he waa the last man reacued from the 
water." 

Q. And ia that rescue the only helo rescue that you know about in addition to the one you 
performed yourself? 

A. Yes. sir. There were only two people winched out of the water by helicopter. one by my 
cr~w and the other by the crew of 830. 

Q. Ani until what time did the helicopters seareh continue? 
A. The aetual search of the area continued through, the last takeoff at 1620. and that was 

for one hour forty-five minute~. So at least 2 Wessex from MELBOURNE continually airborne 
throughout th~t period. 

Q. I think you said that you were airborne from MELBOURNE at 0305. did you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you able to tell us at that time. what you obaened of the lighting .hown by mIAS 
MELBOURNE? 

A. I am not Rure. sir. The aircraft did what we term a running turn around. We changed the 
crew and refueled the aircraft when it came back off the acreen. It was a bright mo9nlight night, 
and our int£ntion and the drill in the squadron I, to keep the lighting to a min~, I heve 
r~quested this before. and I think that we took off with deck lighting only. I am not SUTe. 

Q. And when you refer to deck lighting, what lights do you have in mind? 
A. The deck outline, centerHne lights only. 

Q. ~hat COIOT are they? 
~. White lights . • 
t.:. Arc they i.uiet or flu .. h with the deck? 
A. They are virtually flush with the deck. They come up probably one inch. 

Q. Are they visible from outboard? 
A. ~o, sir. 

~. Have you from outboard of MELBOURNE. observed the moonlighting illumination on the flight 

A. Yes, sir, many time~. 

Q. what d-;;ogree of brill.nce do these moonlights have from an outboard position? 
A. This varies on how far away from MELBOURNE you are. 

Q. Yes. Well, then ssy within 3000 yards, what degree of brillance do they show? At a 
distance of 3000 yards? 

A. On a very dark night you would eee them. OIl. night Buch as the 2nd and 3rd. I don't 
think you would see them until you were down to within 1000 or 1500 yards. 

Q. At the same range of 3000 yards, what view would you have of MELlOUB.NE's navigation lIghts 
if they were burning? 

:\, If you were in the proper sector t.o He them. you would aee the navigation lights before 
you saw the moonlighting. 

Q. Your vision of the moonlights and tbe navigation ligbt. was taken at what altitude above 
s.a level? 

A. The normal operating height. which is quite low. 

Q. What i. quit. low? 
A. 125 fe.t. 

Q. Can you tell us haw many helos were in the air at the time of the collision? 
A. lWe, sir. 

Q. Yours and one other? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I think you laid that yours was ahead with the convoy at the time o~ the collision? 
A. In the convoy ,creen. sir. What I meant wa. MELBOURNE'. acreen. 

Q. What distance weTe you then at the time of collision from IItLBOUB.NE? 
A. Approximately 14,000 yard •. 
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Q. And what wa. the dhtanee of the other holo from HELBWI!.NE at the time of collision? 
A. He was a little bit further because - I have hil exact pOlition It the time. Be was lOOO 

yards ahead of what 11 termed as box center, which would put him 16,000 yard. from HELBCIJRNE. 

Q. And did you have any view at all of the colllslon between the two .hips from where you were? 
A. None whatsoever, Ilr. 

Q. If you had been looking, could you have .een anything at that distance? 
A. Yes, lir. I feet lure I could have, beeau •• a. loon &. we were recalled, the observer 

gave me a course to get back to the carrier. and I .aid that it was unneceasary beCAuse I could 
~ee the shape of the carrier from where we were. And definitely •• y it wa. the carrier. 

Q. Could you see the direction in which .he wa. heading from that distance? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. At what range were you when you could firlt tell that? 
A. I would safely .ay. air .;at I was very close, because the closer one &e~s to the ship 

the more of the silhouette blenrls in with the water and you tend to lose this .spect which you 
can gain this information from. 

Q. Can you tell UB where the two helos were at 0310? 
"'. t have to refer, sir. 831 would be approximately 12,000 yards away from. tJ-.e carrier on a 

couree of approximately 220 going to its box position. The other aircraft was - I have to refer 
again. The aircraft 823 at 09 was actually in the hover. He wa. in this 270. 3000 yards from 
box center. Tbis I gained from the narrative of-the ~b.erver which I bave.-

~. And in that position, what is the distance from that helicopter to MELBOURNE? 
,\. 16,000 yards. 

Srnlor Member: We viII heve a brief recel •• 

The board recessed at 1456 hours, 25 June 1969 • 

• 

468 



• 

. ~. 

( 

'rile board opelled at 1512 1Iour1. 25 01_ 1969 • 

Senior _r I The lleariDa 10 n"" open. 

All penoDi co ..... cted with tile board. 1II1II _n ,....eat _n tho board " .. I. are ap.in pre.ent. 

eounoel tor tile board (CDR Olao.)s TIle board 10 _ in open .... ion. 1 t 10 ...., ••• ary to point 
out that ~ per.on 1II1II hal been told lie i. & wit.lI. or 1II1II aq be • wit ..... 10 aDd to withdraw 
f'rQI\ tbo board rocm. 

Li.utenant c-nd.r lIolI"r •• lIoyal Auotralian la"7 re .... d hi ... at .. a wit ..... and tOititied 
.. tol.lDn: 

IXAXIlIA%IDI BY COIIIIIIL POll TIll IOAlIIl 

Quo.tioDi by cwn,"l tar tbo board (i:mt CIl.u.)1 

Q. Are)'OU able to toll uo tbo _ or tbo .an that ..... rllcuod by tbe .ocond llelot 
A. .0, air. 

Q. J.:re J'OU able to tell uo an;rthinl that ... uld enable uo to deteraiDe hi. identlticat1on. 70r 
e_le hi. cCllplexion. W .. that reported to J'OUt 

A. Atter tbo ~ operation. had tiDiahod. __ n toJlrfng and I ha .. a recollection ot 
e1tller tbo pilot ot tbo ob •• r...r ot tbo aircraft .q1ng tha\.1Ie ..... dark and .lia. Thii 1. pur.~ 
a recollection and I vouJ.dn I t be aure. 

Q. ADd according to tbo record. )'OU .... con.ultod. _n ..... lie plclood out ot tile vater? 
A. At app....n-t.~ 0340. accordiDI to the n&rratiTII. . . 

Q. You have &aid. I bolie.,.. that at tile tta Dt the coUidon. ;rour helo would ha.,. heen 
thirteen thouoand ;rord. trCIII tile carrier and tile otller one .ixteen thouoand JVI\" At tho .. diatance •• 
could the light. ot the carrier be _nf _. • 

A. Bot no1'lllOl4'. It 11 po.dble. UDder .... c_itl""'- ot vi.ib1li~. to _ tile red ob.truetion 
light. trCIII thet di_ but I wouldn't ha .... IXPOctot to _ them on that II1ght. 

Q. And in t ... t. I thinl< 1tlu II&1d J'OU _ren' t looking In UI7 ..... nt.f 
A. That'. r1cht. 

Q. J.:re)'OU able to identity tile three pep. ot thi. doc ... nt II a ata_nt ot tbo deta1lo I/C 
tbo .urch operation carried out by 1tlur .quadronf 

A. rei, c1r. 

Q. And do tile tbree pep. aloo contain .igniticant eleltent. rr- the narrati .... ' 
A. They are identical typed copi •• ot tile narrative II pre.ented by the obaer...r. ot eacb 

aircraft. 

CIouDIel tor tbo board: COUDIel otter. into evidenc. the.e three pep. II Izh1bit 78. 

Senior _rl Could ... e.tabli.h the aecurocy ot tbo tta •• hIND here. They all end in sero 
ar tive • 

Wltne... The tta. recorded, are taken rr- the tl1cht authorization boob, and all tta. 
rec ...... d in that book are tbo tta. that tile roton _re "ngaged ... tile ~, to tbo neare.t 
tift lI1.Duto.. ThAI doe. not nec ••• ar~ .an tat WI tbo aetllLl _ott tiDI. 

Senior _r: YI" Tllat will be rece1ftd II Izh1bit 78. 

VAII'!WJ"101 BY COUIBIIL J!lR TIll lIQAIU) (Coat' d) 

Quo.tiODo by counael tar tbo board I 

Q. And the aecODd docuant, conolatiDa or t... pep', COIlta1no certain otber lnt~tion with 
reopect to the .quodrOD. In perticular, it cantaiDO •• ta1lo or tbo dip po.itlon. 1Ih1ch _n 
beiDI ob .. rvedf 

A. It conta1no 1II1&t I beli .... to be a _ - tile Up pooition or Ve ... " 1123 at 0309 aol1' 
relative to tile .tatian l1.,.n bUt. It doe. not 11 ... 831'. polition. 

Q. Are)'OU able to toll uo 1II1&t that .., 
A. 831" po.ltiGn VDul4 be "l~~ 2'70, 1000 JVI\. rr- _ eenter at the tta _ 

are recalled. TIle a1reratt ".. Mt in tile _r. 

Q. Thi. doc_nt aloo neord., that d=. t_ ".. a •• _, .... tunt to Mtbor.· I. 
that correct ata_nt ot tme in ;rour Y1III! 

A. 1o, I thinl< tile tta 11 _, altl>DttF tile narraU ... 1. in Zulu tta. TIle tta aItDuld 
be 2016 .... 2017 Zulu. 

Q. It i. ;rour beliet tbat a .SJd.lar -..cUon ahould be _ to tile tt.1I that tollov tile 
2OlOt 

A. Y.I. 

'I"" .. 
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Counsel for the board: Sub,ject to that correction, w offer this docUlDOnt in evidence as 
Exhibit 79. 

EXAKINA!rION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by" the senior ..".ber: 

Q. Mr. Rogers, what reaeoning lead. you to believe that the t:lJDe you'..., indi"ated in 
Exhibit 79 are incorrect? 

A. The second report there, whicb I think the t:lJDe is lLO or 14, where he said they were 
informed that the ship had. been in a collision, was only the one message that was received 
by" both aircraft at the one t:lJDe. According to my aircraft, this was at 0318 golf. 

Q. Was any post-colli don check made of the t:lJDes s_." in the clock of either aircraft? 
A. The aircrart does not carry a cl.ock. 

Q. Was any post-collision check made on the watch from either aircraft from which their log 
times were taken? 

A. The t:lJDe check vas given at the briefing at 0200, when the actual wristwatcbes of the 
air crew should have been checked. 

Q. Was there any post-collision check at the t:lJDe? 
A. No, sir. 

Senior Member: Very well, we v1ll receive that UExhibit 79. 

EXAMINATION BY COtfiSEL FCIR THE BOARD (Cent' d) 

Questions by" cOUDsel for tbe board (CDR Glus): _. . 
Q. Are you able to throw any light on the position of tlie bow sectiOn of EVANS·when it sank _ 

in relation to MELBOURNE? 
A. OnlY fran the general position of the surrl'iors in the vater, with dinghy. that were 

there and tbe general debris in the area. I would lay that this vas approximatelY 300 yards, 
fine off the bow of the MELBOURNE. Correction, ,just utern of MELBOURNE, fine on the port 
quarter. 

Q. And were you able to make any observation as to the proper functioning or otherwise of 
life ra.fts in) the water? 

A. Most of the rafts I laW were properlY inflated. I don't know if there vere any survivors 
in the r~fts, but I did lee at least one raft that had collapsed and vas partlY lubmerged. 

Q. Could you identify it as an Australian or U. S. raft? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Where was that partlY collapsed raft located? 
A. From.....,ry only, it vas very close to other rafts and generallf in the center of the 

area where the Burvi vora were .w1mIdng. 

Q. I think you have said that tbe main body of survivors vas in the area whicb you u.UIDOd 
vas the place where the bow section sank. Is that right? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. Are you able to tell us what you observed about the behavior of survivors who were not 
equipped wit.b lifo ,jackets? 

.A. Generallf, sir, I vas very impressed with tbe behavior of tbe people in the vater. They 
appeared to be very calm. There were people floating on tbeir backs using what I believe is tbe 
U. S. standard naval survivor tecbniquo. Tboae who vere all right, waved and we ,just kept 
looking. Generallf, I was very imprelled Witb bow calm tbey appeared to be. 

Q. What degree of lighting was there in the area as you circled around? 
A. There vere lots of searcb lights as I .-ber. Boats using J.1Cht. and the two 

helicopters with landing lights on. I didn't take all that II\1ch notice of other light. because 
I was looking do"" into the water. Visibility vas very good. 

Q. Were you in radio ccmnunication with MELBOURNE vIl1le you vere operating the helot 
A. YeB. Bir. 

Q. Con you tell us _t reporta you Blade to III!LBOURNE, regarding tbe location of the 
swimmers wham you observed? 

A. 1I0ne, sir, as a definite report. I didn't make any report other than the fact that at one 
Itage I vas hovering over a body and that I vas D>Ving off to winch him in. That vu the only 
report I made to the ship, to the best of my knowledge. I __ -have Blade others during the t:lJDe. 
It's quite poasible that I pusbed the wrong button sanet1me and transmitted outaide the aircraft 
instead of inside the aircraft. That vas \be only definite report I Blade when I was trying to 
indicate mf position. 

Q. When you oblerved theBe three av1DDerl, bow rar t'rcIIl them vas ulia:tanee 10 the form 
of boats ond life rafta? 

A. No more than 50 )'&rd. at any t1me. Where I saw IviDDerl actuallf in the water, I 
lbone the landing light on them and then swung the light through to the nearest dinghy or boat, 
10 that the lvilIIoer could lee the dinghy ~ the _ could aee the IviDDer. 

b~~t 
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". And did you aee any of them actuaJ.4 ptt1l!s into the d~a or boata' 
A. Ro, air. 

Counael for the board: Counae! has no further queations. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: You hove a privUege\, Lieutenant Caamander Rogera, to make any 
further statement you think i. appropriate regarding the aubject of investigation which has not 
been brought out by the queations ao far. Do;you viJlh to add anything? 

Witness: No, air. ExceIlt that in .. cue like this, where there was a ver:/ smal.l area where 
the survivors were, if' there had been ~ more than two helicopters operating 1n that area, it 
would have been very dangeroua. This I think 11 very vital to .urvival. and reacue technique •• 

Counsel for the board: Do you think thot any better result could hove been obtained if IIIOre 
than two helicopters bad been in uae? 

Witness: No, air. 

The witnea ...... duly W&rned concerning hia teat1lllOny and withdrew fran the board roCIII. 

Leading Seaman Peter John Varley, Royal Australian Navy, was called by counsel for the board, 
was sworn t and testified as tollows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUllSEL .Fa\. TIlE BOARD . 

"uestion. by coun.el for the board (em Glaas): 

". Leading Seaman Varley, you hove been called .. a witness for this board of investigation, 
which is inquir1l!s into the circumstances aurround1l!s 'the coJ.l1Bion of !!MAS MELBOURN!: and USB 
FRANK E. EVANS, because it is believed thot you hove evidence which ~ .. s1st the board in it. 
investigation. Under Australian law, it 11 neceslar,y to warn you that you may refuse to answer 
any question, the answer to which lIllY tend to expoae you to a penalty or forfeiture. It will 
be tor you to raise the objection and for the board to decide if you must answer the question 
or not. Do you understand those matters? 

A. Yes, ·sir. 

Q. What is your full name? 
·A. Peter'John Varley. 

Q. And your rank? 
A. Leading Seaman Radar Plotter, Royal Australian Navy. 

". And how long have you been in MELBOURNE? 
A. Since November last year. 

Q. And how long hove you been in the Navy? 
A. Eight years, eleven months. I have 2l days of service left in the Navy. 

Q. Now what were the duties .. signed to you in MELBOURNE? 
A. At the time of the collision, I was second in charge of t~ watch,on deck, the leading 

hand of the watch on deck. My primary duties are firstly, to act as coxswain ot the motor 
cutter, if, and when needed. Secondly, it the Petty Offlcer who was in charge on deck va. 
aent away at any time, I'm responsible for detailing lookout. and alao for the helmsman and 
the helJllsman trick in the wheel bouse. 

Q. Now what was the first notice that you had that a collision was about to occur! 
A. I heard .everal blaats on the ship' .. airen and 1mDediately follOWing this I heard the 

broadcast on the ship'. broadcast system, "hands to collision stations." 

Q. Once or more than once? 
A. Twice to ~ recollection. The aecond t:lme I .1umped up into the motor cutter, which was 

suspended out trom the lhip'. aide, to check,ever,ything vas satisfactory. 

". On what side of the ahip? 
A. The port dde. 

". And in that motor cutter suspended on the port aide of the ship, did you observe any 
other ship in the vicinity? 

A. Not immediately on hopping into the motor cutter, no. But.CIDe seconds a.f'ter, I'm not 
to sure how long, I saw the bow of a ship appear in front of the MELBOURNE, going from right to 
left. It was a few seconds after I laW thiS, giving her time to come approximately midships 
of our bow that the collision occurred. 

". What did you observe to he the angle hetween the heoding of the t"" ahips at the time 
of collision? 

A. I could aee it very clearly. It aeemed to be a little bit IIIOre or a little bit le .. 
than 90 degree.. The MELBOURNE was pointing atraight that way and the EVANS appeared to be 
'lightly on that angle. What the heoding was I wuldn't have the faintest idea, dr. 
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Q. The angle was le .. than 90 on the port or on the atarboard olde at the "T"? 
A. On the port aide. It was heading slightly acro .. on that angle. 

Q. And what was the effect upon the EVANS at the co111aion? 
A. They were two very heavy blows. The first one, the EVANS heeled outboard away frem us. 

The second one, our bow aeemed to ride sltchtly ~ds and then the bow aection started mDVing 
down the port side tairly alowly. 

Q. And what did ;you do? 
A. Well, firstly I didn't do an;ythillg. The bow aection started IIIOVing down the port aide 

and there wa. quite a bit of steom and noise. I thought at the time it was the complete ship' 
but acme aecond. later the bow aection came parallel to the boat I was in at about 25 to 30 feet 
out. At this time, the noise was pretty bad and the 'team was getting worse and IClDeone yelled 
out there was a danger of it exploding. I jUlllpel! out or the boat and by thia time there were 
people moving down art because "Emergency atationa" had been piped. I started JDC)ving slowly 
down aft. I got down perhaps another 50 or 60 teet when I heard the broadcast, "Away al.1 boat_." 
I made filii way back as rut as I could to the motor cutter and jumped in and took charge from 
there. 

Q. Did;you heve a view at any time or the way in which this bow section was lying in the 
vater? 

A. Yes, air. When I jumped out of the boat, the bow section was slightly aft of the motor 
cutter and it was heeling with starboard side in the water. I would say the position of the 
bridge ... Part of the bridge would have been in the water at that atage. It remained j,n that 
position and as I walked down art or ran down aft, the aection followed.... When I 8&W it from 
the after boat space it was slightly further in the water, down by the atern lection. 

Q. How far had it turned by this stage, 90 degrees to starboard or more than 90 degreea? 
A. A little les. than 90. It wasn't quite flat on the )later line b¢ it wasn'lo very far 

frem it. I didn't reall;y notice. I was worried about the boat. • 

Q. When;you got the cOllllWld, "Away all boats," ;you lay ;you went forward and took up ;your 
position in the motor cutter in the port aide. How long was it before ;your crew had joined ;you? 

A. When I got to the motor cutter there was already same people standing on the deck next 
to it. I don't know wbo they were, but it was only a matter of a minute Or ao by the time we 
got the people into the boat itself. I think wa had about 15 people wbo tried to jump j,nto the 
boat to act &8 Ufe laverl" I had to send quite a few ot them out. , 

t. And how _ did ;you take Bown with ;you in addition to the boat's normaJ. crew? 
A. Two extra. We had a bowmI.n and a driver plus DlYself u the normal boat' 8 crew. I WO 

had another petty officer .ignalman with an aldis lomp, plus another leading seoman of the some 
rate as myself. 

Q. How long after the co11181on was it when ;your boat was into the water? 
A. This I'm not too sure of, sir. I couldn't give you a definite answer, but it 'WOuldn't 

be more than 4 to 5 minutes. The bow aection hadn't sunk at the time when we got lowered into 
the vater. However, it wasn't very long afterward. that it did sink. 

Q. And what wu its position in relation to MELBOUIUiE when it did sink? 
A. Well, sir, it was on the port quarter, but haw far I don't know. live heard various 

report. but in filii own mind I think it was approximately 300 or 400 ;yards. 

Q. When;you got ;your boat into the water, what direction did ;you head? 
A. WeU, I turned :Imoediately away fran the ahip'. lide of MELllOURNE and headed, I think, 

90 degrees out to get clear and assess the situation because we could hear quite a tew people 
yelling out, "Over here, over bere, II and I wanted to JII&ke well lure we were clear ot aII¥ 
obstructions in the water before we started picking up survivors. 

Q. And where wa. it ;you picked up ;your first survivor. in relation to MELBOURNE? 
A. I think the first one was about 50 or 60 ;yarda away on the port be.... Just about 

where the collision occurred. In that area, we picked up moat of our Survivors, in one fairly 
omall circle. 

Q. And were the .urvivors whan ;YOll picked up aw1ma1ng free or were they hanging onto 
pieces of debris? 

A. Moat of them vere clinging onto pieces of debri., lockers, but there ftre leveral that 
I saw that were free ow1maiDg. The first one we picked up was a free a..- - ow1maiDg for the 
a1rc:rat't carrier. 

Q. HOI( III&n;y did ;you take on board altogether? 
A. I'm not too aure, but I have been told that we had thirty people all told, 29 survivors, 

plus one dead man. 

Q. Does that agree with ;your recollection? 
A. Working it out, yes, air. Becauae the boat vas so cl'O'Wded, that we couldn't have fitted 

anymore in. 
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Q. Do you r ...... ber wbat happened in relation to tlUs man who .... deod? 
A. Yes, dr. We bad picked up quite a few .urvivors and I was gOing around in a 1:a1r~ 

wide circle slow~ and the Petty Officer Telegrapher up forward ..... udng the &!d1a lIIIlp to look 
at the debrla to .ee 11: any people were clinging. One of JI1If crew member., an Able Be...." Evett 
jlZped into the water and .upported tlU. man and I baeked the boat tOWards him, gave him a hand 
to bring the man inboard and put him in the battca of the boat. -He appeared at the time to be 
unconscioua. I didn't have much time to be re~ concerned with it. I looked at him and he 
didn't Ie ... to be breatlUng. Able Be...." Evett checked him and he said that, in IU. opinion, he 
wasn't alive. So we covered him up as be.t we could in the battca of the boat and left him there. 

Q. Frca approx1mate~ how big an area, did you collect the tlUrty or .0 .urvivor.? 
A. I'm afraid I vouldn't have the faintelt idea, sir. 

Q. About how long did it take you to collect tlUrt:r or 10 lurvivorl? 
A. Well, we picked up the great majority of them witlUn fifteen minutes. .I remained 

searching for a ahort time afterward I and we picked up one or two individual people in the vater. 
There vas still quite a few people in a big rod ius yelling out - giving indicationl of their 
pod tiona more than anything. At that time the steering gear in the motor cutter vas getting 
ve" difficult to handle. The normal capacity for life saving 10 fort:r and "" bad 35. I don't 
think the motor cutter il designed .or very eas:rmaneuverability with forty people, and I 
certainly found out it wasn't. 

Q. And what decilion did you make at that Itage? 
A. I .... n' t too lure that the man in the battca of "the boat was deod or not and there .... 

one or two people in the boat who were bleeding rather hea~. I thought it would be much 
easier to go back to the MELBOURNE, take the survivors onboard and then come back tor any other 
people that remained, and tlUs 10 wbat "" did. 

Q. And when you got back to MELBOURNE, how did the survivors get off the boat? 
A. Well, originally I saw the Itern of a destroyer tied up to the MELBCURNE. At tlUs time 

I had intended to take them to the stern of the destroYer, which 1s much l.ower and mUcb euler 
to get onto. I was waved off and started up the port dde of MELBOURNE. The acc<lllllli>dation .... 
partially lowered but not enough for the WOunded men. I carried on up forward at tha time. I 
wasn't too sure if there was anything there to get the people out, but they bad a big 
scrlllbling net and I had a little bit of difficulty getting alongside because the lowering 
blocks for the boat were still lowered into the water and were obstructing rrry passage. I 
eventually got alongside and most of the survivors in the boat scrlllbled up the Icrlllbling net. 

Q. What was done for the others? 
A. There Was approximately three or tour left in the boat. One of them va.s an officer as I 

found out ~ter. Lieutenant Goodwin, the Otficer in Charge, took charge. He decided it would 
be much ear1er to remove the body it we raised the boat to the upper deck J.evel and removed him 
in a wire stretcher, Which was done. Then we were lowered to the water. 

Q. And were the three or four living people in the boat, having difficulty in getting out 
Of the boat, using the scrambling net? 

A. No, sir. There were two up torward. I don't know why they didn't get out. They didn't 
have any difficulty in getting out of the boat after we raised the boat up. This officer dOWll 
aft, remained with the body. I didn't uk him why. r was too ooncerned in getting the boat 
raised. 

Q. Was the boat hoUted inboard? 
A. No, air. It was hoUted up, but not inboard. It just remained level with the slUp' a 

aide. They just hod to jUlllp out onto the alUp's deck. 

Q. Then what was done with the boat? 
A. The boat wall lowered to the waterline and we had a small delay wb1J.e a new battery tor 

the aldis lIIlp was obtained by the electricians. As soon as tlUs was obtained, we proceeded 
on with the lIearch. 

Q. How long would you estimate intervened between the time you came alongside with the 
survivors and the time you pushed off the second time? . 

A. Well, a very roU8'h elltimation, lIir. about 5 minutes to 10 minutes. Minutes seemed like 
hours at that time. I just don 't re~ mow. 

Q. When you pushed a~ from the slUp's·a1de, vh1ch area did you return to? 
A. I had an approrlmate position of where I saw the bow of the EVANS start to sink. I heoded 

in the direction of where"" were before. The Pett:r Officer Telegrapher waa uaing IUs lIIIlp all 
the time and it was just a general search in the area. 

Q. Did you take any IIIDre people aboard frc:m the lea? 
A. Not out 01' the water. No. lIir. 

Q. Did you see _re survivors on that lecond trip out? 
A. Arter about ten minutell)search, I decided to cbeck SClDe 01' MELBOURNE's llterattl. There 

were leveral 01' them in the area and as we got up close we law .tIDe people in one of the three 
liferafts together. One of JI1If crew members secured the three liferafts together. I put them 
in tow and took them back to the MELBCURNE. There were approximately five .urvivors in the 
three literattl. 

Q. Were thol£ihree liferafts you brought hack MELBOORNCa rafts? 
A. Yell, sir, they ware. 

473 



• 

• 

( 

«. Did ;rou, at any t1JDeI, see any U. S. raftl in the vatsr in the area where you vere 
vorldng? 

A. Yes, sir, I did. Several timel ve law literaftl 01' U. S. )III,11ut'acture. They might have 
been the lillie one., but I know definite~ I laV tour ditferent types. There vere two or three 
which had failed to untold, one of them which had lupported tour or five survivors that ve had 
picked up. There vere 3 or 4 more that were parti~ or VIloll¥. su1lDerged in the vater but had 
3ust enough buoyancy to float on the vater. 

«. Were;rou able to obUrve what had gone wrong with them? 
A. No, lir. At that tf6, we weren't particularly interested. I did con.ider .ending one 

of my crew members underneath one of them which seemed to be rather lumpy to lee if there was 
lUlyone there~ but I decided ag&inst it. Later on in the morning af'ter sunrise we towed .everal. 
of the liferafi8 back to the USB LARSON and. at one t1me there as we were towing one back, 1 t 
completelY unfolded and Itarted inflating. There vaa a large gaah in one .1de which didn't let 
it inflate very far. It o~ had very sUght buoyancy. 

«. Did it appear to ;rou that it had been damaged in the co11101on? 
A. I don't know, lir. 

«. Until what hour did ;rou continue to learch in the motor cutter? 
A. We continued learching until approzimately CTTOO in the morning. At that time I .... 

called back to HMAS MELBOURNE for further Orders. 

«. Did;rou find any more people in the vater or any more people in rafts? 
A. No, air. 

«. And when ;rou were called back to MELBOURIIE, what dutiel were ;rou given? 
A. When I was called back, I was instructed by Cazander stevena that in a very short t1Be 

I vas to take a damage control team of the USS.EVANS back to the after section to aacertain the 
amount of damage and· other parti6ulars. I waited for approximately ten or fifteen uanute.. Then 
we took. the damage control team back towards the EVANS after -section. However, we Were called 
alongside the USS LARSON, and told by their Executive Officer to r-.in alongside LARSON until 
their damage control team had completed their investigation. We remained there. II,y crew and 
IIIYself had breakfast on the LARSON. Then we were told by the Executive Officer of the LARSON 
that we could take several people over to the after section of the LARSON, Which we did, air. 

«. Could you tell us more, in a little more detail, what you did in the way of taldng 
life rafts back to LARSON? 

A. Ye., hr. After we wont fran LARSON to the EVANS we c .... back and we wore told by the 
CCIIIIWlder of MELBOURNE to remain in view of MELBOURNE and the LARSON. IIowever the Executive 
Officer, or the LARSON asked us if we could get all the literaft. and debr1s that wo could and 
bring them back to the LARSON. We proceeded to do th1s. ·FirstlY, the liferafts, I think the 
first time we towed back three, all partiallY inflated, took them back and gave them to the deck 
people on the LARSON. I think. we collected one more. Then we started collecting all. the various 
perBDnal belongings, lockers and bits and pieces that we could find. 

«. Was there a great deal of that? 
A. Not that much. No, sir. There was quite a bit when we were started picking up lurvivors, 

but I think a lot of it had been widespread or Bunk by that time. 

Q. Approx1mate~ when did the sun rise that morning? 
A. This I have been trying to ascertain, lir. Everything was 80 unreal and we were 10 busy 

looking for survivors. I know we were in the water ror quite lcae time, searching tor survivors 
before the sun did rise. We needed the illumination ot the helicopter llghts for quite awhile 
before the r.un rose. . 

«. Were you quite aatisfied that there were no perlon. left in the vater by the time you 
discontinued your search? 

A. Yes, lir. We discontinued the se..rch at 0700. It was broad d~l1ght and there were 
helicopters everywhere. We went acroas the whole Area several times. 

«. Can you recall, when your boat was launched and touched the vater, whether the MELBOURNE 
then had way through the water or not? 

A. No, sir. To the best of m;y recollection, the boat didn't sag back or anything. We 
'Were almost cCIIII-letely Itopped in the Vater. 

Q. Neither headway nor sternway? 
A. That's correct. I did check th1s to make aure because LT CloocIwin gave ... author1ty to 

slip the boat when I val happy, and when the boat 1Ia8 at the waterline or near the waterline. I 
wanted to ma.ke sure that we weren't going very rast because the blocks were very low and could 
h1t people in the boat. At that t1JDe I remember th1nk1ng that wo had completely Itopped. 

Q. In addition to the aldis lamp, what ... ans of cClllllWlication with the carrier did ;rou have 
in the motor cutter? 

A. When the boat was launched, non(.. other than the light. It is part of the aafety 
equiJlll"nt on the watch on deck that we have a two-way radio,. TeN, I belleve it 11 called. This 
was on the watch on deck polition at the time. It 1. kept out of the boat 10 that wo can test 
it everyt1me the watch 11 relieved. However, due to the general. confusion when launching the 
boat, there were quite a few people in the area, and th1s was omitted fran the boat. 
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Q. Did you take it on board at any later nap? 
A. We did take it on later wilen we took tbe d_e control people trCIII the MELBOtIUIE to the 

EVANS b1 way of LARSON. I uked for it, and it vas handed down to. the bo.t. We used it trCIII then 
on • 

Q. Did you have any occasion to cCOllllunicate with the carrier during your .earch oper.tions? 
A. We did cOlllllunic.te b1 light two or three t:l.llle. to II\)' knowledge. One t:l.llle we uk the 

MELBOURNE which would be the belt dd. to CCllle alongo1de. By the t1lDe they got around to an.wering 
it, it they ever did, we had come alongside. We were very clo.e to tbe ahip's aide at this .tage. 

Q. Did you engage in any form of t • .....,rk with the helos that were operating? 
A. At on. stag., we .... re told by light trCIII the IlELBOURNE that there vas a helicopter that 

had a survivor helow IU:m and th.y laid the firlt one on our left. Well, there ""re tllO helicopters 
at the tim. in very clos. proximity that we ""ren't too .ure and we fluhed both of them b1 liCht. 
We could see them very c1early - see the pilot - but we sort ot waved towardS them and they waved 
back and that'. all the indic.tion we got. We .earched the area pretty thoroughly and there 
wasn't &11¥ survivors that we could aee. 

Q. Did the helos' .earchlights bring to your attention the presence of any .urvivor.? 
A. Yes, oir. Originally, when we had the boat half ~ of .urvivor., there vas one 

occasion when we saw the area lit up and could see survivors in t~ter. One :factor against it 
vas the helicopter. were 00 close to the vater that their vash vas churning up the vater making it 
difficult to .ee the ov1mmer •• 

Q. In regard to the man that vas brought on board b1 Able Seeman Evett. -Wal anything done b1 
the way of artificial re.uscitation? 

A. Yes, sir. I believe th.t Able Beaman Evett attempted, after we brought the body on board. 
Able Seaman Ev.tt followed very closely behind in the vater and "" put the man in the after .ecUon 
of the boat on his back and I believe Able BeOlllllD Evett. did .ttempt ·to give cbest resuscit.tion. 
The man only had a pair of trousers, on and he had a very v1Vid purple and red patcli' extending 
all on his left side of his chest and when Able BeIl1l&D touched it, it gave way. I considered it 
vas much JDOre dangerous to do anything of that nature, .eeing that he vasn't breathing "to II\)' 

knowledge or observation, I decided that we had better leave him. 

Q. Did you think there vas anything to be gained b1 .pplying artificial re.piration? 
A. No, sir. I did not. There vas blood cClll1ng trCIII the are. of hi. head that I could lee, 

• very slight trickle, but I watched lrlm tor some time. I couldn't see any m:rvement of the chest 
and when Able. Seaman Evett vas bringing the body back to the boat the head vas underwater tllO or 
three t:l.llles due to the wash of the boat and he gave no indication of' beathing or cbok1ng. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: Have you any .t.t ..... nt you would like to make Leading Beaman Varley in 
r.gard to any matt.r that has not be.n brought out b1 the questioning to date? 

Witness: Yes, sir. Onl,y one. Two or three time. to JrCY knowledge dur1ns the search tor 
surv1 vors, we came up to groups 'Of'many in the vater and they told us, most of them were c11nging 
to wr.ckage, and they told us to go and help other people, indicating their pooiUono, they told 
us non-slrlmDers and other people that were. in vor.e pooitions than they were. This happened twice 
which I took notice of. The third t:l.llle tbere vas quite a few IIIOll in one group, I told them to.get 
into the boat which they did do. 

The witness ..... duly warn.d concerning hi. te.timony and withrew trCIII the board rOClll. 
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AIIl8 ......." Quarte~ter Gunner Allen Jonatbon Evett va. called as a witne .. b7 counsel tor 
tbe board, va. du4' 8lIOrn and te.t1tied as tallow., 

Que.tion. b7 coun.e1 tor tbe board: 

Q. You bave been called a. a witne .. tor thi. board at investigation wbicb is inquiring into 
the circUIIIBtance •• urrounding the collision ot HIWl MELBOllUlE and USB !RANK E. EVANS because it 
i. understood tbat you bave evidence wbich ~ ... 1st tbe board in it. inve.tigation. Under 
Australian law it 115 necessary to warn you that you 1DQ' reNe to anawer .ny question, the AnBVer 
to which ~ tend to expose you to a penalty or torteiture. It will be for you to rai.e tbe 
objection and for tbe board to decide whether you IIIWIt anower the question or not. Do you 
understand. those tllO observations? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. Would you p1e .. e state your full nome and grade? 
A. Allen Jonathon Evett, AblJ'! Seaman Quartermaa_ Chmner. 

Q. How long bave you been in MELBOURNE? 
A. 18 months, sir. 

Q. And how long bave you been in the liavy? 
.1.. Tb1rty-four months, sir. 

Q. Where were you when you heard a pipe, "hand. to coll1alon atations?" 
A. I was in the port Sea Boat Space, lir. 

Q. And wbat va. the next pipe which you heard, 
A. "Hands to Emergency Stations." 

Q. What did you do then? 

• 

A. I 1mnediately jumped into the Sea Boat. The boat ..... then lowered to the water line and 
slipped. We 1mnediately proceeded to pick up survivors from the torward balt at the EVANS. 

Q. How long was it before the boat got into tbe vater? 
A. Approximately five minutes, air • 

• ~. Ar.J who was in it besides yourseln 
A. Leajing SeOll&ll Varley, Leading Seoman Place,. Murphy and YeClll&n Daniela. 

Q. 
til:le -

A. 

And when you hit the water, did you observe whether there was any way on MELBOlltNE at the 
headway or sternway? 

I woul..d not have a cl.ue, sir. 

Q. In wt.ich direction did the cutter proceed? 
A. We proceeded straight out fram the port lide at the 'hip, dr, towards the torward balt ot 

the EVAnS. It was going utern of the MELBOURNE at the time, air. 

Q. DB you ccme upon survivors in tbat area? 
A. Yes, air. We did. 

". How far fram MELBOURNE was the first survivor you picked up? 
A. Approximately, about 200 yarde, dr. 

Q. And within what distance from h1m, approximately, were the other survivor. tbat you picked 

A. I'd say in • radius of about 500 yards, air. 

Q. A circle with a radius ot about 500 yards lIOuld bave included all ot the .urvivor., i. 
that your belief? 

A. That's ~ beliet, lir. 

". How many did you get altogether into the "",tor cutter trom tbj! _tor? 
A. We picked up 29 survivors plul one "ad., air. 

Q. And did you bave scmething to do with tbat dead JWI? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Will you pleaBe tell us what you did' Firat, what you laW and then what you did about it? 
A. Well, at the time we had approximately 25 .urvivors in the boat and we were .earcbing tor 

.ome more. I saw this body floating tace down in the water. I dived in and pulled biJIl towards 
the boat. Leading Seoman Varley and one ot tba .urv1vor. lifted 111m into tbe boat. I 1moediately 
climbed in atter him and applied cardiac cbest ..... ag.. I got DO reoponae so I covered biJIl with a 
pair ot overalls to keep h1lIl warm. 

~. How long did you continue with it? 
A. I only did it tor about 2 minutes, .ir. 

~. And what estimate did you make at the pro.pect tbat he would get any benefit tram it? 
A. When I .tarted, air, I pushed down and I te1t bone. grating aga1n.t each other. I 

Smalediately .topped. I thought to II\Yselt, it I bad kept on going, it probably would bave lllade it 
worle tar him. 
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Q. W.s there &nytUng in )'Our opinion that oould have been done tor him? 
A. In W1If opinion, .ir, no. 

Q. Wal he, in )'Our opinion, then dead or not? 
A. At the time, I didn' t think he waa, .ir. But Leading Be..., Varl.ey had • look .t him and 

he laid he .... dead. 

Q. Well, do )'Ou r_ber bringing the 29 or 30 peopl.e back to M!:LBOIIIm:? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Do)'Ou r_mber how they were brought inboard' 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. HoW"" it done? 
A. Most of the survivors climbed the torwarded drifter ladder. We had .bout 3 per.onnel in 

the boat who could not move. The boat was then hoisted to deck level &Dd the three perlonnel were 
taken to .iok bay. 

Q. And the dead man? 
A. And the dead man, .ir. 

Q. How long was it before )'Ou got )'Our boat baok into the water tram the time )'011 0 .... along­
aide? 

A •. Between 10 to ~5 minutel, air. 

Q. And whioh direction did )'Ou then prooeed? 
A. We proceeded out fran the ship's port aide, where we were. We were told to •• areb tor aCID! 

more survivors and, if possible, bring them back as 800n as we had them. 

Q. Did)'Ou o~ on any IIIOre .urvivor. in the water? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Did)'Ou oome on any IIIOre .urvivor. in any other poaition? 
A. Weil, we were told to come back to the ship. On our way in we aaw three life rafts. There 

acme personnel in them. I don't know how many" We towed them to the port dter ladder bq, where 
they were taken charge ot by other sailors f'ram the ship. 

Q. You 1 • ./' you don't know bow many were in those three Uf't ratts' 
A. No, air. I don't. 

Q. Do)'Ou recall what employment )'OU were gi .... n trom that point of t:\llle on? 
A. We were told. to continue the search for survivors, sir. Then approx1mate~ 0630 we were 

told to go by the starboard dritterladder and pick up .ome EVANS personnel and take over to the 
FRANK E. EVANS, whioh we did. When we got to the USB LARBON, the Captain of the LARSON told us to 
bring the personnel on board for breakfast. We were then told to take a .a1lor hom the EVANS 
to the EVANS. We did this. We were told to report back to the LAR~Qti..,t.<> pick up two torped"""",n. 
We went and pioked them up and took them back to the EVANS. Then wo-;,oJjj to tow ..... lite raft. 
that were .till in the water over to the LARSON. We then got •• ignal from the .hip to return to 
the ,hip and pick up a diving t..... We reported to the &hip and we were relieved by & fresh orew. 

Q. And by 1Ihat time it was daylight, was it not? 
A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Bow, are you satisfied that, at the t:lme you were .ecured from dutY', there were no other 
survivors to be found in the water or in raft. in the vioinity of M!:LBOIlIUIE? 

A. Ye., .ir. 

COUDsel tar the board: I have no turt~r questions. 

Senior Member: I have no questions. 

Coun.el for the board: Is there any .t.t"""'nt )'Ou wi.h to make .bout any .ubjeot being looked 
into by thi. board that has not been brought out by the que.tion •• 0 tar? 

A. No, air. 

~e witne .. vas duly warned ooncerning hi. te.tilllOny and withdrew tram the board room. 

Leading Beman ThaDu George Place was oalled as • witne .. by cOUDIel for the board, was duly 
sworn and testified as tollows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL l"CI! THE BOARD 

Question. by coun.el tor the board: 

Q. Leading -., Place, )'Ou have been oalled ... witne •• tor thi. board of inveatig.tion 
whioh i, inquiring into the circumstano ••• urrounding the oo111don ot the !!MAS M!:LBOURIIE and USB 
FRANK E. EVANS, bec.use it i. under.toad that )'OU have evidenoe whioh may ... ist the board in it'. 
inve.tigation. Under Auatrallan Law it 10 necellary to warn )'Ou that )'Ou may retuae to aDlver any 
que.tion, the an.wer to whioh may tend to expo .. )'Ou to • penalty or • torfeiture. It will be for 
you to rai.e the objection and for the board to decide if )'011 au.t anower the que.tion or not. Do 
lOu under thoa • .atters' 

A. Yes, air. 
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Q. What 1s your t'ull. n .... ? 
A. Thana. George Place. lir. 

Q. And your rank? 
A. Leading Seoman Radar Plotter. 

Q. And how long have you been in IIMAS MELBOURIIE? 
A. 11 months, lir. 

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy'! 
A. Eight year., aix months, sir. 

-----------------------

Q. And where were you at the time you heard the pipe, "laergency station'l" 
A. I was aileep in the port after ladder boy of MELBOURNE. 

Q. And where did you proceed upon hearing the pipe? 
A. Straight to ~ Emergency StatIon, No. 2 MOtor Cutter, 

Q. And was that in due course put into the water'l 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. And when the boat vas put into the watter, where did it head? 
A. We headed straight for the forward .ection of the !VAlIS. 

Q. And how far ..... that fr<lll M!LBOURIIE at that stage? 
A. I'd soy roughly 200 yards. 

Q. And how long did it remain afloat after your boat got into the .... ter? 
A. I couldn't give an exact time, sir. It wasn't;Rry ~ng. 

Q. Was it .till floating or had it sunlt by the t:lme your motor cutter arrived in the vicinity? 
A. It went under as we arrived, about 20 or 30 yard. away. 

Q. What did you see of the survivors in that area? 
A. Our first group consisted of, I'd lay, about 8 to 10 men, clinging to a large fender. We 

had come alongisde them and. they told WI to proceed further on and pick up two JDOre men vbo were 
in the water and couldn't swim. , 

Q. Were these two men who couldn't aw1m, cl.1ng:1ng to anything? 
A. Yes, sir. One had a large locker and the other had a rubber t'loat of some lort. I couldn't 

say what it was. 

Q. Well what did you do for them? 
A. We pulled both of them into the boat. Turned the boat around and started back for the 

others. 

Q. Did you notice Able Seaman Evett do anything at any stage? 
A. Yes, sir. It wa.s after we picked up Icme more survivors. Ab1e Seaman Evett sighted a 

body or. our port side. He iJlmediatel,y slipped over the side, .ecured the body and brought it 
aboar:3.. He tried to revive the perlon, but had no .uccess. He covered him with a pair of overall..s. 

Q. Did you think there was any chance of bringing him to life at that otageY 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you do S<lllething after that yourself? 
A. Yes, sir. I saw a man in the water, laying on his back. 

shock. I told him to swim towards the boat and be couldn't -=we. 
pulled him to the boat. 

Q. You brought him aboard? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And what condition was he in? 

appeared to be very weak :f'rom 
I went over the aide myself and 

A. He was coughing a little bit. I think it .... just a little salt water he swallowed. 

Q. And was he all right after that? 
A. He lay down in the boat _ after that. By the time we got to M!LBOURNE he had revived 

8ufficientl,y to climb up the scrambling net. 

Q. How many survivors, altogether, did you pick up out of the water? 
A. 29 or 30, sir. 

Q. And when you brought them back to the ship, how did they manage to get on board? 
A. The majority used the port scrambling net to make their way up to the 3 deck. There was 

one man who had a bad right leg and another fellow who had a bad arm, I think it walS. There 
was also the body. We were gOing to put the body into a stretcher, and also the man with the bad 
leg, but they couldn't do it. We hoiBted the boat to deck level and pa .. ed them off from deck level. 

Q. How long vas it fr<III the t1me you c_ alongside with the survivors, untU you got the 
boat into the water again! 

A. I'd lay between tour Uld tive minutes, .ir. 
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Q. What did you do then? 
A. We proceeded back to the general area where the torward aection bad aunk, and proceeded to 

carry out an exteIlllive lauch for any more survivors 1n the area. 

Q. Did you find any in the .... ter? 
A. No, .ir. 

Q. Did you tI.nd any, anyp1aee eloe? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Did you find any ratts? 
A. Yes, sir. We came along aide three rarta. One of which waa half .u1:merged in the water. 

We searched through them and we were going to take them in tow and C&r1')' on with the job. 

it. 

Q. Did they have any survivors in them? 
A. No, air. 

Q. Did you CCODe aeroa. any survivorl in ratts? 
A. Yes. Earl.1er in the night, we towed a ratt to MELBClIlRm: with three or tour survivors in 

Q. I bel.1eve loter on you were given the job of taking lome peop1e to EVIJIB, aod you ftre 
detailed to pick up certain ratts by LARSON, is that correct? 

A._ Ye~, _air. 

Q. Can you tell us whether there was IDUch oU in the water in the area where you ""re aearching? 
A. ]fo, air. Not I. lot. 

Q. In your bel.1ef ftre there any other persons in ,the water who cou1d have been picked up in 
the area where you were aearehing? 

A. No, air. It there bad a been we wou1d have got them •. 

Counse1 tor the board: Counse1 has no further questions. 

Senior Member: The board has no questions. 

Counsel tor the board: You are informed you IIIOY make a further .tatement concerning any 
matter relatinll to the subject of the inquiry if you think it has not already been brought out by 
the questions. Is there anything you wou1d l.1ke to soy? 

A. The on.l.y thing I'd l.1ke to lOY, sir, is the coolne .. and 1evel-headedne .. of the "",n in the 
.... ter fran the EVANS. 

Counsel for the board: Thank you. 

The witness was d~ warned concerning hi. test:lmony and withdrew from the board roan. 

Senior Member: We will have a abort reeeas. 

The board rec.ssed at 1620 hours, 25 June 1969. 

DECU~SSIFlED 
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The bo.rd ..... ""d .t 1632 hour., 25 JUIUI It69. 

All pu.o" •• 0nnlOt.d with the boord, who ... r. pr ••• "t when tho bond r ...... d ...... ,.1" 
,rel.nt. 

t Mech.nic.l Inlin.er C.ry a. J~., loyal jUltr.ltan levy, ... called al a wttn.11 by eoun.el 
. for the board, "I worn, and exemlned II follow.: 

Coun •• t for the bo.rd (CDR Gla •• ): You ho .. bo.n c.ll.d •• a wit" ••• for thl. board of 
tnv •• ttRltion whlch 1. lnquirina into the circu..t.nc.1 lurroundlna the colll110n of IMAS 

J MlLBOOltN! and USS PlANIt I. EVANS. beelule It 1. underltood. that you have avidenca whlch u, 
1,li,t the bolrd ln Itl Inv.,tis.tlon. Under AUltrallan law, 1t 1. n.c •••• ry to warn 10u, that 
you may refu •• to .n.war Iny que.tion, the an.wer to which .. y tend to azpo.e you to penalty or 
forfeiture. It will be for you to raiae the objection and for the bOlrd to decide vhether you 

.su.t an.wer the question or not. Do you und.rstlnd that! 

• 

Witne.l: Te., .1r. 

I!XAMIRAnc.l BY CroNSEL F(Jt 'l'IIE BOARD 

Que.tion. by .oun •• t for the bo.rd (CDR Gl ••• ): 

Q. Whot 10 your full _7 
A. Gory H.hord .1_". 
Q. Your r.nk 7 
A. HE. 

Q. Wh.t dOl. it .tand for7 
A. Mechanical Engineer. 

Q. It:>w long hove you boen ll1 the • ."y7 
A. Pour year., .ir. 

Q. It:>w long hove you boen on board ItIAS IELBIXlaNI!7 
A. he year., .ir. 

Q. And ~n the colli.ion occurred were you on vatch or •• 1 •• p? 
A. No, air. I VI' .ittinl on the alde of my bunk. 

Q. Then were did you go t07 
A. I vent Itrlight into my over.lll Ind Itr.ight to my emerlency atatlon. 

Q. WI' there • petty officer who a.ked you to render la.a a •• iltanc.? 
A.. -Ye., .1r. 

Q. .ho va. that7 
A. Fetty Officer lIeard. 

1/. What did ha uk you to d07 

: 

A. To a.,i.t him to free the llf. raft. on the port lid. of BUS MELI~REf and to find any 
aurv1vorl. 

Q. Where did the .. Hfe r.ft. COllIe frOll ""lch _r. 0" the port aide of IELBIXlaNI!7 
A. There en the port lide, lir, on 2 d.ck. I reekon ahout three quarterl of the 1if. raft • 

.. r. 1a che .. tor fully l"nated. 

Q. What did he a.k you to do about tIIo •• Hf. rafts in Cho watn7 
A. To check eo I •• If Iny eurvivor. wre in the raftl, to cut them frOll the tmL1lCllRN! and 

leo look for .urvivor. 1n the vlter and to 11.11 any boat. 1n the ara. to p1ck up lurvivorl 1£ we 
found .ome. 

Q. What va. the ftr.t thing thot you dld! 
A. I wnt down. the ladder, I ".nt into the vatar. I had I knif. and .. tty Offlcer Beard and 

I ...... to tha Ufo rafts and proc •• d.d to check them .nd cut Una their Una •• 

Q. _ far .. ere the •• Ufo r.fts fl'Oll the II!LBCCIRE .t thi •• taS.7 
A. Thoy ... r. ol0llliid. the .hip in ... 11 Iroup., vadually drlfttlll to tha after pert ...... 

her prope an. 

Q. Dld you cut them 100 •• 7 
A. Y •• , air, tying all tha Ufo r.ft. to.ether ill • _1 .. Dd the _rglDcy pe.ka to the 

-old .. of the ... ft •. 

Q. When that hod bo.n dono, whet did PO •• rd 'o! 
A. III wnt to the .tarn of the MlLJCI.1R.R! to a JI"OUp of raftl and I .,. .. to aDOtt.r ,roup of 

raft. which 1Mn further out, about 20 yaN. froll the IMp. I __ out to tMr., ,.ttina the llf. 
rIft. toaetber aDd aheckiq the rafe. for .1Irvl_r •• 

Q. __ "1 Ufo raft. of .LBCCIRE ...... then ,_ the _tor at thi. point! 
A. I don't ...... the corn.t a.ber, lir. I thi1llt Cher. would bo fiftHlI .t the ... t. 
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Q. Were they all properly inflated or not? 
A. Yes, air. Everyone via properly inflated and there VI. only One up.ide down. 
Q. When you 8Vam over to this collection of life raft. did you •• e anyone in the vater? A. Only vhen I climbed onto the life raft I .av this •• ilor off of the EVANS yelling out splashing, and I 8Vam out to asaiat him on a raft. 

Q. Did you get him into the raftl 
A. Yea, .ir. 

Q. What did you then dol 
A. Hailed 8 passing motor cutter. I don't know vhere it come from but he .aid, r~ou got an)' survivors?" and I .aid, "Yes, I got one here. n We put him in the boat and it vent straight to the MELBOURNE. 

Q. What was the next time thing you did after that? 
A. Able Sea~n Richardaon hailed for some a •• i.tlnce to let another aailor into another life boat and I .wam over to assist him. I was in the vater and Able Seaman Richard.on v.. in the raft, and he grabbed Rhold of his hands and together he pUlled and I pushed the .allor into the Hfe r3ft. 

Q. What w.a the condition of thlt survivor when you got him into the raft? A. A bit ahaken up, air. 

Q. Did you find out the n_. of either of the .. two ..en whom you helped into .. aft.l A. - No, air. 

~. Did you lee any other survivors additional to the two that you helped? A. Yes. air. I s.w them in other groups of Ufe r#'.fts and in a pauing motor cutter going back to MELBaJR:iE. 

Q. How many did you .ee in life rafts in addition to the ~ that you helped? A. I aaw around about six, six. I couldn't be aure of the number. All I could gather v.s by their voices. 

q. Is there anything else that you did that morning that you wiah to tell us about? A. I only got the emergency packs tied to the life rafts and waited for the Itfe rafts to be towed back to MELBOORNE . • 
Q. Did you have a life jacket on when you were swimming around? A. NO, sir. 

Q. HOw long were you engaged in this operation altogether? A. About three quarters of an hour. 

Q. Old you aee any raft other than these MELBOURNE raft. in the area? A. There were same rafts off EVANS partly lubmerged and half inflftted. 

Q. How many did you see in that condition? 
A. I saw about three half inflated. I aaw one submerged about ten feet under the w.ter. 
Q. Did you examine thes. rafts to see what had gone wrong with them? 
n. ~o, sir. We just tied them together in a group and checked to lee 1f there was any survivors in them and there was none. 

Q. Did you see any other .urvivors in the water in addition to the two men you helped? A. Y •• , .ir. PUrther out, being winched up into helicopters and getting pulled out of the (vater by fellows in motor cutters . 

Counsel for the board: Counsel bave no further question. for this witness. 
SenLor Member: The board has DO questions for ME James. 

-r.-Counsel for the board: You have the right to make a atatement concerning any matter ~hat hAS n~t yet been brought out by the questions asked of you. Do you wish to make any further Itatement? 

ME Ja.s: Yes, lir. The cooln •• a of .cae of these EVANS .ailor.. Sonae vere very cool in the 11fe raft •• nd I congratulate them for not being hysterical. 

The witness w •• duly warned concerning hia t.stimony and withdrew from the board room. 
Postal Clerk Third CIa •• CharI •• H. Smith, U. S. Navy, va. called a. a witness by counsel for the board, wa. sworn, and examined •• follow.: 

Coun •• l for the board: Petty Officer Sadth, you have been called .1 a witness for this board of investil.tion which il inquiring into the circ~tancel surrounding the collision of HHAS MlLBOJR.,.~ and USS FRANK E. EVANS, becau.e it i. und.r.toad that you have evidence that may a.sist the board in ttl inveltigation. Under United State. law. DO witness .. y be compelled to answer any que.tioD, the anSWllr to which may tend to incrillliute him. and you IDly refu.e to answer any .uch question. Do you understand that? 
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• PCl Smith: Y •• , .1r . 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCIt TIlE BOARD 
• Question. by counsel for the board: 

Q. Would you .tate your full name? 
A. Chari •• Mich •• l Smith. 

Q. Your rate? 
A. PC3. 

Q. And that .tend for? 
A. Postal Clerk Third Class. 

Q. To what unit are you .ssigned? To what ship are you .s.igned? A. FR.\~ E. EVANS. 

Q. Would you st8te how long you have been in the Navy? A. About 2 years 6 months. 

~. How long hive you been assigned to FRANK E. EVANS? A. One year 3 months. 

Q. What were your duties on board on the 3rd of June? A. Do you mean at the time of the collision, alr? 

Q. What were your normally assigned duties On board EVANS? A. In the morning. usually the KEARSARGE or M!L8ClJRNE would send a flight over. a helo over to pick up the mail, I would dispatch it.... ! 

the 
Q. ~ou were the 
post office, is 
.;\. Yps, sir. 

postal clerk on board the EVANS, and that wa. your principal duty to run that correct? 

Q. 
A. 

,. 
A. 

~. 
,;>. 

Inviting your attention to the time of the collision, where were you? I was asleep. sir. 

What t.'l\S the first notice that you had that aomething unusual Mid occurred? l-Jf'll. I was shaken quite a bit, I was thrown out of my rack. 

Where is your bunk located. in what compartment? 
"OC" Compartment. 

~~ere i~ that located on the ship? 
~hat's aft of, all the wily 6ft. 

Is it One deck beln\". the mAin deck? 
Yes, sir. 

.~. J:,;~t forward of the flfter steering comparbDent? 
.-.. Yes, sir. 

'..l. ~.'oLlld you then continue, you ssid you were .haken by the collision. A. Yes. sir. ~y rack is right behind a big air conditioner and I was thrown out of ftI}' ra,:\-,'1_ ... _1 ~ "it the air conditioner, bounced baek into my rack, hit the air conditioner and back into I,~'" r;"Jc~~. There is only about seven or eight inches between my rack and the alr conditioner. 
~. Could you tell whether you were moving or the sir conditioner was moving? .... It ,""as me. No doubt about it, sir. 

,. 
,'. 

The air conditioner stayed in placed though? 
Yes, sir. 

'00(. T~en ·..,hat hap?ened lifter you settled down after returning to your rack the lIecC'lnd or third ti~? 
/\. I didn't reelly know what was happening and it didn't seem Uke anyone else kn"w. ~o I got ::ty pants and \0.'<1.<; going up on the fantail to see what had happened. I went up the ladder on to the fantAil and I !laW the l·a:LBOOR:~ right beside us. I just thought that mayhe we had bu::":~e.:! into thpm or !'Iomething. I really didn't know what had happened. 

(J. :ltd y01J notice the performance of any personnel in the compartment in wtJlch you ,·,ere It)cate(~? Was anyone seemingly in charge or taking action to direct the efforts of the othrt" pp.')p1e? 
A. At first I dtdn't notice anyonE'. Someone laid, "Let'l get the hell Dut of here," lind that's the re8!1!On I got Out. I went back down In the compartment to get my by. to thr PC'lst office after I WRR on the fantatl and .omeone said the front of the ship had .unk, ann t decided that the back of the ship might sink, 10 I had better go to the post off tee and let the mail. and I had,. 1,1fe .,acket in there .110. I went back into the compartment and XUian •. lX:3, wes dm.,·1'1 there telUng, there was a lot of stragglers thst didn't know what had happened 8nd they were messing around looking for their billfolds and looking through th~lr lockers, he was down there telling them to get out. 
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Q. WhIIt .t~ e.tton. did he teb tMt )'OU o1o.n".df 
A. HI ve. ,. •• ing out lit. jecbt. on tM tenteil. 

• Q. W .. enyono •• ttllll Conditlon %lIRA in the c ..... ntment? A. HI Ht Condition ZEBRA, nUn did on the .cutth 10illl by the .bip' •• t ..... end by the ,ost otria.. 

Q. Did JOU notlce the action. of • man named Jonal, Quarterm.ater Seaa.nf A. y .. , .ir. 110 to the one who hended _ my Ute jlcbt. 

Q. And from :. ... w .. he .ecuring the 11f. jlcbto tMt he v .. Mnding out? A. Sir? 

Q. Where did he S.t them, the Hfe jl.bu tMt Mi""" )'OU? A. I don't know, air, from a repair locker, I iml:gine. 

Q. After you wont to the flntdl how wore you r ..... ""d frOll rJtARIt E. EVARS? A. Well, they told UI to 80 up to the ICM deck and ero •• OYer. I atarted down the port Ilde and lameona from the HELB<l1llNE threw. rope ladder down. W ••• cured it to our .hlp and I climbed up. 

Q. Were you Ibie to .. cure your po.tal fund. prior to lelvilll PltAIIIC E. EVARS? A. No, sir. I couldn't ,find .., by •• 

Q. When wore )'OU obl. to do tMt? Wne)'OU eVlr luble~ ... nt1y l10le to tlb clre of }'OUT relpon.ibiliti •• II to the poltll fund.? 
A. The IARSCII, the .alvIse ,.rty ott the Lt.JSCII, the po.td cl.rk .nd the po.tat officn vent over and tore down the door and took .11 the .cc~~tabl. things I n •• ded and 8.~ thea to _ later. 

Q. 1Io""}'OUT book. been bateneed out? 
A. Yal, .ir. 

Q. Were there any discrepanci •• 1n the funda or stampl or anything e1a. delivered to you by IARSCII? 
A. Do you .an were any of the .talpa damaaed? 

Q. No. D~.cr.p.ncle •• 1 to numberl or amQuntl. did your books balance? A. Yes, e .. rything was all right. 

Q. Did you oblerve the conduct of personnel on the fantail of EVANS when you were there? A. Yel. lir. Everyone lee_d to be doina whltever they v.re told or vhateYer they could to help anyone .lse. 

Q. Did you notice any particularly outltaDdina perforaance by any perlannel? A. I don't know ot Inythilll r.llly outltanding, but when I .. w that the be.k of the .hip va. loins to link I thouah a life jacket val pratty l.,ortant to _ and the SUyl that vere handing them out •• e_d to be doinS I reat load job becau •• BIO.t .veryone had one. 
Q. Who vere tho people tMt wre Mndilll t_ out? 
A. All I aaw WI. Ullan and Jonel. There ad,ht have been .are, but I dldn't notlce aayoue .1 ••• 

Coun.el for the bolrd: Counlel MI no further ~.Uone for thh vitne ... 

Senior Member: Tho bo.rd M. no ~u •• uone tor Po.tal CI'rk SlII1th. 

Counlll tor tho boord: Petty Officer SlIIith, )'OU .re tntorMd .t thh U ... thet 70U how tho prinl.p to .. b Iny further .tot_nt cov.rina .nything rel.t.d to the oubj.ct .. tt.r of the invIIUs.t1on tMt you think .hould be I .. tter ot record which M. Dot hoen fuUy .......... ht out by tho previou. que.Uon.. Do you M"" Inythilll to .dd? 

PC3 SlIIith: 110, dr. 

The vitne .. VI. duly warned conc.rni", hlo to.t~ and vithdrew fr .... the boord r_. 
\ 

DamaRe Controlun Third Cl ••• Ca •• y P. Ulian, U; S. wavy, w. call.d a. a vitne •• by coun •• l for the board, w. nom. and IxDl1.ned a. follow.: 

Coun.el tor tho bolrd: Petty Officer nUln, )'OU hew _n cIU.d ••• vitne .. tor tbi. bolrd of tnveoUa.tion which i. t~uir1na into the drc .... t.nc ••• un_illl the eolUdon ot III/IS MELBCllINJ! .nd IlSS PIAN!( I. IVARS, be •• u •• it 10 und.r.tood tMt you M"" rrid.nee tMt _y a •• i.t the hoard in It. lnft.tl,.tion. 1JD4er United State. law. no ntna .... , be ca.pelled to In.,..s any ..... tion., the In.".r to which ., teNt to inerla1natl him, and you .. , refu •• t.o an.".r any lueh qua.t.iOlLl. Do you uader.taacl that? 

DC3 lilten: Ta., .ir. 

413 



.. 

. " 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

( 

Would you .tote your full n .... your Ir.d •• nd your pr ••• nt o •• llnmont? 
kill.n. Coo.y Potrlck. DC3. B71 87 56 

To whot .hip were you ... ilned On .tho 3n1 of J ..... ,. 
USS PRANK E. EVANS (DD-754). 

How long hove you b •• n ln the N.vy. Klilon' 
Two year. and One month. 

How long hove you b.en ... lgned to PRAIIl I. IVANS! 
Since January 18th. 1968. sir. 

And whIt were ycrur duties on board. in I •• narat va,1 

,. 

A. To maintain watertight tntlgrity and .. intaln d.ma •• control thin.1 throulhout the ,hip. 

Q. Inviting your attention to the •• rly morn1na houri at the 3rd of J~n. was the firlt 
indication you received that lomethlna miaht b. wrona' 

A. t WIS slpep1ng In my .••• 

Q. Where VBI that located? 
A. "R" Dividon compartment. C203L •• ftar part of the IMp. 'I the colli.1on took phee I 

wal thrown out of my rick and II I w •• f.lling I .tuck my hand lnto I fin, It v •• riaht above 
my r.ck. Thot wok. me up pretty sood .nd I l.ndod on my r •• t .nd upon l.ndlng upon ~ f.e •• I 

·w.nt .tr.l,ht up the l.dder to tho p •••• S.w.y. A •• oon •• I lot ln the p •••• S.w.y thoflr.t 
tht~8 I law was four battle lanterns, thlY were lit and it va. dUlty and .11 from t~.~mp.ct 
of the collision 

Q. w .. there .n)' other l11umlnatlon then tho b.tth _lont.nl? 
A. NO •• ir, there wllntt 

Q. Were thoy tho type of b.ttle l.nt.n. th.t .utomotlc.lly actuote upon poyer f.l1ure? 
A. Ves, sir, they were. 

Q. And ",here were they locaced? 
A. They were located on the port bulkhead. 

Q. Of th. p •••• g .... y? 
A. Yes, air'. 

~. lolhat about the onls 1n your compartment, did you notice any there? 
A. ! did not notice Iny. 

Q. Are there a~y such battle lantern. loc.ted In the compartment? 
A. Not to :rty knowledge. 

Q. I interrupted you, you may proc.ed. 
A. Well, anyway upon arriving in the p •••••• vay. I opened up the port hatch and .1 I Itarted 

to 80 out .orDeone came down the plnaseway and .ald __ ra rllll'Dl:d Ind upon belring thllt, I d08ge,-! 
the hatch' back up nnd went d~\~ to the comp.rtment and told everyone th.t we had ~een remmed and 
to get out of the compartment bec.ule they ware puttlna th.ir clothe. on and ju.t moving .lowly 
because I gue.s they didn't realici what had happened r.al1y. 

Q. And did tho •• people r •• pond to your dlr.ctlve. to .at out of the comp.rtment? 
A. VI., .~r. They .topped drel.ina and .tarting ~na up the lldder. 

Q. Whot dld you do following thot! 
A. Following thot Ieame bock up tho ladd.r .nd ev.rybody .... lOtting ZEBRA •• nd I weqt .nd 

checked the hearia to make lure that ZEIRA v •••• t in the head.. Then I "nt onto the fantail and 
they had 0 f.w Injured people wotklng b.ck on tho f.nt.n. A few people hod Ufo j.ckot. on '0 

I went to Repair 3 P'I'.llw~y which 1. right aft of .ftar officer •• tat.room. and open~d up 
Repair 3 locker and broke out I1f. jacket •• 

Q. How many did you find lit thore? 
A. w. counted bot_ 12 .Dd 15 ''''' repolr 3 perty only. 

Q. W ... t did you do with tholO thot you found! 
A. I brought th.m to tho r.nt.ll end .t.rt.d Ilwing tham out to the lnjur.d flrlt. then 

whoever win tad one after Chat. 

Q. w ••• nyon. 01 •• p ••• lng out Ilf. j.ck.t •• t thi. tt.o! 
A. someone hid grabbed lome that I had and VI, pa •• tna out too, Itm not too lure who it wei. 

Q. Were you •• tl.fled th.t Condition ZlBIA ~ •••• t In the .pace for which you ver~ relponlib1e. 
A. Yes, li-r, I val. 

Q. When you arrived on the fantaU, dld you DOta eM litu.tlon a. to the calmn.u or other 
It.tUI of par.onne1 there? 

A. I feel that everybody val axclptionatly eltm, but I f •• t that they jUlt didn't r •• lizi 
what had happened. It took pl.el 10 fait that aD on. had raa.on to be anything but calm really. 
They dUn' t know whot hoppened. 
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Q. 
j.cket 

A • 

Upon the c_IoUon of hondlnl out tho I1fo j.cket •• ""ld you ten if .... ryone hod a I1f. eventually. 
No •• ir. They didn't. 

Q. Could you a.Umate '- many did not? 
A. w.n. teking into account thot ... hod 199 people on boord. the ..,.t I1fe jacket I could .e. that we could got anywhere on the .hip would be fift.an from "pdr 3 and the ..,.t thoy hod 1n aepair S, at the moat, v •• 30 and to my knowlada. unt.,. they had lome on the torpedo dIck, which would b. WIry fow. thot would probably be all ... hod. 

Q. What wa. the practic. of the .hip •• to .torasa of lifo jacket.? A. To have life jackets In a.pair 3 which vere for the repair party and that ... 15, that w •• kept up Repair 5 WI' alIa kept up. On the atarboard .tde p •• tthe hridge there va •• '11f. jacket locker there, but I don't whether they had any Uf. jacket. 1n there or not or whether it was knocked over the Itde or not. 

Q. WI.n·t there I llfe jacket for each man at htl General quarters Station? A. Yell, .1r .. 

Q. And would there h.ve been llfe jacketa at the General Quarter. Stattona of all personnel atationed 1n the after .actton of the .hip? 
A. Would you repeat thot agdn? 

Q. Would not there hove baan Uf. jacket. at awry .tatten in the .ftar part of the .hlp where the 1Den were stationed at General Quarter.? 
A. The life jacketl were .uffictant for people who tNr. in General Quarter. ira tut •• etton of the ship which were broken up into different repair parti... We had lufflcient amount. of 11fe jacket. for Repair 3. which our General Quarters atation would be Repair 3 and we had the .ufflcient amount there. AI far 8. having 11fe jackat.·lor everyone in the after p.~t of the ahip. no •• 1r, we did not have enough. ...• 

Q. Haw about the .fter engin.room and after flraroom? A. They are broken up into different repair partie. for General Quarter.. Nov 11ke I lay we only hev. IS lif. jacket. in Repeir 3. 

Q. Are you aware of what the practice would be in the flreroau and enalneroc:aa? A. No, I em not, .11' • 

• Q. To your knowledge " •• the ... rgency l11umtftlltton adequate in the .pace. which you vi8ited in .atting Condition ZEBRA? 
A. Ye., it w •. 

Q. Did it .ppear to function normally whon the normal light ins went out? A •. 1 would lOy it did. dr. 

Q. Did you notice any flooding In any of the .pac.. into which you .. nt? A. When I firat arrived up the ladder they had vater in the pal •• geway l •• ding to Repair 3 and after officere. I am not lure how it lot there hut I understand it v •• from open hatches or port hoI ••. 

Q. Did you 10 into the .hoft anayo? 
A. No, air, I didnlt 

Coun •• t for the board: I have nO further crue.tion. of thi. vitn ••• , lir. 

Q" .. Uon. by the .. nior -'>er: 

Q. 
dutt •• 

A. 

kilian, at Generat Quartera, when you proc.ed to your General Quarter. Station, do your include the •• ttins of Condition ZEBRA? 
Yel, air, it doe •• 

Q. In what eraa? 
A. In the .fter •• ction of the .hlp, air. That would include "I." Divt,lOll cOIIIpartaDt, C023L. it would include the head and .h ..... r. Supply c""Par_nt. OC. 3rd Dividon. My duUa. for .atUns ZEBRA _ra the .h ..... ra and the head and other people hed other duUa •• 

Q. Did,... •• thaU 
A. Yel, air, I did. 

Q. Did anyone do the othor ar ... iD thet part of the .hip a. to .. tUns ZIBRA? A. Yal, Ilr, they did • 

Q. 
A. 

aheck. 

.... 1 
...bin.Oft hod ._ and chec,," ..... DividOD and a100 he ... nt aft to the .hipfittor .hop to ,I •• a t.., other peopla. 

Q. Did you "- thet at the tt.? 
A. .,. It.r. 
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Q • .,... Ii<! ,. find "-tt _I 
A. Af~ ..... n •. 
Q. _ 1 ...... ft ...... rd.1 
A. Whe ....... n "" the .loIa.. 
Q. Do,... ha". .n), ._nt "" the ._ •• contr.l ~_n' with .. hloh )'OU an f.iliar •• to how it .,.r.tod in thi .... r •• ney? 
A. 110. Itr. I .",,·t. ""'.pt I boU .... Uf. j."t ............ -ouffid.nt. 

Q. I Vlnt to .. b ...... t ... t I under.tand d.arly what )'OU .1" .ayt ... hera. Y .... "'U.". t ... t t ... distribution .nd laoation of the lifo j.cket •• if I und.r.tand )'OU corr.ctl),. did not ... t the _1' ..... )' with which )'OU VOl'. f.c.d and In "bicb ehe .hlp vo. cut in tvcl A. YII, lir. 

Q. An),ou .a),l ... t ... t. to th.re 'ft)' doubt in your mnd that thore w" .nouah Uf. j.cbt. on board the .bip for .n ... 1Id.1 
A. T.I •• ir. 

Q. Then io doubt? 
A. Til, lir. 

Q. You tbink that when the .hlp .... in one ,i.oo then wn not .n_bl A. Tal. lir. I do. 

Q. IIIoat.-.y l.ad )'OU to that ."""1 .. 1i .... 1 
A. lien. fraa Uki ... inv.ntory fr ... what ... ha". in 0111' npair loebI' •• nd what 10 on the .tarbo.rd olde of the .bip. I ju.t don't beU.vo t"')' ... d .nouah Uf. j.cbt •. 

Q. When tha .bip wnt to General Quarter. prior to the collioion. at .n)' tt... 4rill ,....,0 .... io it your ... U.f th.t then .. II not a Ufo j.cbtf"" .ach unl A. YI., I:l.r. 

Q. Y.t)'ou an not f_U.r with the procUc ••• to .t ...... of U.f. jacbts in ..,.i .... ri ... • pac •• ? 
A. Ito, Ilr. 

Q. So that )'OU don't Imow an)'thl ... about tllatl 
A. Ro, .t,. 
Q. "'t)'OU .tlll think thare ..... n·t ._h for uch .. nl 
A. T.I. Ill'. 

Q. Doe. that •• em I rl •• onabl. eonelulton to you? 
A. I ju.t don't ... li.ve thare VOl' •• _Ih on board t .... bip. 

Q. liUan ...... t I om tryt ... to pt .t to what 10 the bet .. for )'OUr b.Uef; )'OU have &D ana of ignora ... a which il fairly lar •• by )'OUr .t._nt. _1)'. )'OU don't _ anytbi .... bout the practic •• II rel.rd to .towlg. of ana1neer1ns ",Irtment and 'na1neer1na .pac •• life Jacket •• Theralore. how can )'OU .. ke a •• neral c""cluolon to tha whol. of tho .bi. if t ... re io a larsa '1". of t .... hip in which )'OU don't have inforation? 
A. I bell ... t ... t when w 10 to GenerU Quartan. I .... ·t "'lleve .... ryena .... a life 1acbt. IIot averyona bri .... a Ufo jacket witb t .... 

Q. Ie it _.ibla that ._ life j ..... t. an .t_ at the General Querta ... Station of t ... illdividual! 
A. I •• , .lro, 

Q. Theftf ...... the)' _U,,'t ha ... to Iori ... t'- wiCb t'- _ld theyT A. 110. Itr. they _ldn't 

Q. 
.nough 

A. 

Con )'OU .ive .. &Dy foccual be.h 
Uf. joeloot. on bard the .bipT 
.. , .tr, 1 can't 

for your •••• rtion that you .. Ii.". then .... re Dot 

Q. Did)'OU ever partidpaU in the lavo.tory of eM lifo j ... ket. on _rd the .hip? A. 10, .tr, I haweD't. 

Coun .. 1 for the board: htty Officer lili .... ,... an inforud that )'Oft an privil ••• d to aka any furt"'r .tat_t c .. vorl ... &ft)'thi ...... lated '"' the oubjact .f the i .... uiry that have not .... n broulht out 'r prior _.ti""o. 1Ie)'Oft ha". a.." additional .tat_hT 

DCJ I1lian: lb •• ir. 
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Seaman MaJor A. Boettcher, U.S. lIavy, .... called u a witne .. by cOWUlel. tor the bovcI, _a . aworn aDd teatified .. tol.lowa: 

ElCAMIIW:IOIi BY COUNSEL l"CI! TIlE BOARD 

Queationa by COWlael tor the board: 

Q. Seaman Boettcher, :you bave been called aa a witneaa tor thil bovcI ot 1mreatigation, 1Ib1ch . il inquiring into the circUlUtancea lurroWlding tba collision of HMAS IlELBOURIIE and USB l'RAIIX E. EVANS, because it is believed tbat :you bave evidence 1Ib1ch may aasilt the board in ita inveatigation. Under United state.·,law, no witness ID8y be compelled to answer any question, the anlWltr vb1ch IIQ' tend to incr1m1nate him and you m&y' refuse to answer ~ such questiona. Do TOu UDder.tand that? A. Yee, air. 

Q. Would:you atate :your full n .... ? 
A. Boettcher, Major Allen. 

Q. And:your rate? 
A. Seaman, 

Q. And to what ahip are :you usigned? 
A. USS l'RAIIX E. EVANS, sir. 

Q. And to what division are you usigned on EVANS? 
A. First Div:l.llon, air. 

Q. ' And how long bave ':you served on board EVAIIS? 
A. About fourteen months, air. 

Q. How long have you been on active duty in the lJ.vy? 
A. A little over fourteen months, lir. 

Q. On the ear 4' a:>rning ot: three June, could :you atate where :you were at the tSat ot the collision? 
A. I waa in the Firat Division Sleeping Compartment, Ileeping, air. 

Q. And where 1s that sleeping compartment located? 
A. It's forward of the mess decks. In between the or and the Chief'. quarters. 
Q. And ~t what level is that compartment? 
A. Third deck, air. 

Q. And do you know the designation o~ the compartment? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. And what was the first notice you had of the collision? A. It just woke me up, sir. 

Q. How did it wake you up? 
A. Well, the noise .. and I could feel JDyself tal.l1ng. 

Q. Did you feel the lhip roiU1ng over? 
A. Yel, sir. You could feel like :you ""re falling right through the air. 

Q. And were you thrown from your bunk? 
A. Not tar, because I slept on the starboard side. 

Q. Did it throw :you againat the bulkhead! 
A. Yea, air. About two teet. -

Q. And what did :you do at tbat time? 
A. Well, it woke me up and everything fran the port side, racks, mattresses and other things ~ people - juat went to the starboard aide. I waa buried a little bit. I got up UDelt I could and just atood up. 

Q. And what "u the .tatus of the lighting in the c __ nt? A. I didn't lee any llgbt at all, air. 

Q. Did:you lee any .... rgency llgbting of any .crt? 
A. lio, sIr. 

Q. Is the compartment equipped with any emergency lighting? A. There ls a battle lantern on the port aide, air. 

Q. And did it light to :your knowledge? 
A. Well, lir, I didn't aee it if it did. 

Q. And what did you dO then after you .tood up? 
A. Well, I atarted prlQ'ing, air. 
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Q. After you bad done that what did 70u doT 
A. Well, tbere "&0 panic pretty well in the div1lion, you could tell there vas • lot of'people 

still there, molt everybody, there could have been a tew knocked out or something like that, but I 
would say most everybody was alive in the division. There was panic and then acmeone said to keep 
quiet, stay together and we will get out ot here. At that time I started to climb the overhead to 
the hatch. 

Q. Did that statement by someone aeell to calm the people? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And at that time, did the panic end? 
A. Well, it subsided a little bit, but there were still people talldng. 

Q. And you said you started to climb the overhead, by that what do you mean? 
A. Well, the ship stayed on its starboard side, so that the overhead became the bulkhead, tbe 

starboard bulkhead, and since I sleep directly acrols from the hatch, I remembered this and I just 
went in that direction, air. 

Q. And what did you crawl Over to get there? 
A. I just crawled up the overhead, there waa nothing in my way. 

Q. And had any lockers or any permanently installed equl;ment cClDe loose in the impact? 
A. Well, sir, we have t'oot lockers, most everybody has foot lockers and there 1s a few upright 

lockers, but I dldn ' t- aee if there was. 

Q. They stayed in ,place a8 far as you know? 
A. They coa}d have been thrown, but I couldn't tell. It was dark, sir. 

Q. 
A. 

Were you able to reach the hatch? 
Yes, sir. I went to the hatch and I went through the hatch. 

Q. 
A. 

Was the hatch open at that time? 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you see any lights through the hatch? 
A. Yes. sir. Thi' 1s where I seen the dim light. 

and I stUck my head through the mess decks. I knew it 
or. t:-te floor.' 

So I went in the direction towards the light 
was the mess decks because of the red tile 

Q. The hatch you are talking about. does it lead directly into the mess decks from your ccapa.rtment? 
A. Directly into the forward head's passageway. I knew I was in the forward head's passageway. 

I wanted to get to the fastest way out. so I knew this wouldn't be it. The fastest way would be to 
eO straight up to the forward fan roam. So I turned around and went back, back into the forward 
head's passageway. There were about six or seven guys gathering in there coming out of the division. 
we: were trying to find the hatch to the forward fan roOlll. We couldn't find it, so I said, ''Well, I'm 
g;)ir.g U .. is way." 

Q. By "this way t" you meant which way? 
A. Through the mess decks. There were two battle .lanterns on 1n the mess decks, sir. So I 

started to climb in the mess decks. 

Q. Was anybody else with you? 
A. Well, there were people behind me. 

Q. Were you in the lead? 
A. Yes, sir. When I first started to go through. I noticed people starting to CClDe out of 01 

Division. That's the division right under the mess decks. I started to climb through, and you had 
to climb over the tables with the position" of the ship and .old on to the overhead which would 
have been the bulkhead. 1 seen Lehman fall, this 1s a first class. This is vhen I noticed the water 
in the mess decks 'cause Lehman hit the water and went completely under and came back up. The vater 
vas c:mLin,,! in fast. You coul.d see this, too. 

Q. 
A • 

coming 

Q. 
A. 

on and 

Q. 
A. 

Where was it coming from. couJ..d you tell? 
At the time, no I couldn't. But arter I foUnd out the position ot the ship, it had to be 

.from the scul..lery door. 

And is that on the starboard aide? 
Yea, sir. So 1 went on. 1 noticed he came back up. He started to cl1m.b back up, so I went 

this is where I found Anthony. picked him up, in other words I followed his trail. 

Where did the trail lead you? 
Well, he went through the "steam line," sir. 

Q. II that on the port lide just art of the ..... deck? 
A. Yes J sir. He vas about ~O to 15 seconds ahead of me, ao I fcllJ.owed him through there and 

right there was a dim light in the "steam line," very dim though. So he went up through the hatch 
and by the time I got there I went through the hatch and I was lost again. I felt II ke I was trapped. 

Q. Where did 70U tb1nll: that hatch led ~u to? 
A. Well, actually I knew where it led me to. 
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Q. And where was that? 
A. To the wardrOOlll door, in other word. to the hatch by the wardroan door. 
Q. Main deck hatch by the wardroom door? 
A. Yes, sir. When I got there Anthony w ... gone and I couldn't find the door. So I went back down in the "steam line" and then I started to think. Anthony just went out that way .0 I turned around and went back and. I found the door. The door was closed and it was on the overhead, directly on the overhead. I opened it up a llttle then I vent back down ·in the "steam line" and I yelle.d to Vargo .. this is a buddy of mine in first division .. he vas the only one I recognized, rea.lly, 'cause I knew him by hi. voice. Hi. voice was changing. Then I told him that this was the way out, and .0 I went back up and out and I was standing on deck and they started to come out of the hatch. 
Q. And how many others came out behind you, do you know? A. I noticed four. 

Q. And who were they? 
A. Hyself, Vargo, Dewey, and Salisbury, and Crowson and Wimaett got out, but I didn't see them cane ")ut of the hatch 'cause I was on deck possibly 35, 45 seconds and I heard someone shout, "She's going under," so everybody started to dive in the water. So I went into the water and swam away. 
Q. And what was the inclination of the deck at thi8 time, was it 90 degrees on its side or SODle further angle or some less angle? 
A. Well, the foc'.le was higher, it was in a position about like that (indicating). See, when I got up there and looked around, you couldn't see the break. I didn't see the break and I thought the whole fantail was under water. 

Q. But when it was rolled over on Its· starboard side, how far over was it rolled? Was it 90 degrees by this time? 
A. I don't know, sir. 

Q. Was there alV light up on the main deck when yOu arrived up there~ • A. ~~o, sir. When I went into the water, I started to sWim as t'ast as I could and I had gotten about 30 yards away and I turned over and started doing side strokes and the ship was stlll floating. 3ut ii. about three seconds, she just went up and then she went down. ... 
A. 

" ",. 

A. 

And which part went up before it went down? 
The foc'sle sir. 

Ar.d then it went in stern first? 
Yes, &ir. 

". How long were you in the water then, do you know? A. !;ot to lor-g, sir. I was swimming towards the carrier, and I noticed that a life boat was in ~he water and coming up by the spot light and I just kept swimming towards that, sir. 
~. And were you picked up by the boat? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And eventually returned to the MELBOURNE? 
A. Yes, sir. 

~. You've related your experiences in getting out of the compartment to which you were assigned. here there any problems that you met that you feel could be improved bv changes 1n design such as li~~ti~g or anything of that nature~ 
A. Yes, air. I made a suggestion to Mr. Boylan that, if possible, you could put battle lanterns so t!,:at they would shine through the hatch. This is what took so long .. to find the hatches. 
Q. And where were the battle lanterns that you aav directed towards? A. They were on the lower part of both doors of the mess decks leading to the scullery aDd to the steam lir.o::. 

at all? Q. Di'~ they 
A. No, sir. 

forward, shining 

shine on the hatches 
They shine from the 

forward. 
door they were on, the lower hand of the doors, shining towards 

Q. I'm not quite clear what you mean, where were they actually J.ocated? A. On the lower part of the door, in other words on the side of the door but on the bottom, up 2 or 3 feet from the bottom of the deck. They didn't ahine through the door, they shined away fram the door. 

Q. Away from the door? 
A. In other words it would light up the mess decks. 

Q. Were they mounted just beside the door' 
A. Yes, sir. 

~. And your suggestion would be that they be directed toward the door or hatch is that correct? A. Well, mainly in berthing CClDpartment8, where you could have a battle lantern on the overhead that would shine down into the berthing compartment. 

Q. Fran the adjacent or adjacent compartment above or helow? 
A. Yes, 8ir. 
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Q. And did you bave any proble ... in sett10g through the ..... deck? 
A. Quite a bit, iir. I noticed one 'thing 10 wIlich I o.lJIIo.t hll in the ..... d.co. The ..... 

deck table. they have the r1lls you know, wilen you are in roush .eas 1t )leep. the tood on the table. 
Well, the .... cooks olean them about twice a week, and they don't .ecure t_ down atter tbat and 
wilen I reached tor the table, it c .... locle and I lost lIlY gr1p on tbat, but I bad lIlY other band on 
the overhead and tbat held .. up. 

Q. Do you bave any other ...-rks along tbat line? 
A. Well, .ir, I think thing. could have been •• cured better, the .... deco, otber things were 

in disorder, the trayl, they ""re all over the place 10 the "Iteam line." 

Q. That ..... at the time the .hip ..... rolled over 90 degree.? 
A. Yea, lir, it was on it. starboard 81de. 

Q. The ..... tray. bad been 1n the1r proper .torage pr10r to that time .. tor a. you know? 
A. Sir, there 11 a cabinet tor the trays J scmetime. I thinlt I remember where they close the 

doors on them, but .. lot of times I know they don It and I guess when the ship took the roll these 
trays just c .. out everywhere. 

Q. And how long do you .lt1llste 1t ..... trcm the time ot coll1a1on and the time the bow ""nt down? 
A. Could I Itate how :Long 1t took .. trcm the time 1t woke me up till the time I got on the deck? 

Q. Yea. 
A. I would .ay about 11>< II1nUtel. 

Q. And the bow leet10n lank how :Long arter that? 
A. A ~ute, lir. 

Q. Do you know who 1t ..... that called out to calm, the people arter the 101t1al _nt ot dilorder? 
A.. No, air, I know it was one ot two people. It vas either Crowlon,' Second Cuss Boatswain Mate 

or Sage, Second Class Boatswain Mate. 

Q. And did that help in getting the people organiaed to get out? 
A. Yes, sir, everybody did calm down atter that. There were a tew people tal.ld.ng,- they ¥ere 

laying, "What happened?" I said, "What happened," you know. Then I heard someone lay they dropped 
anchor, and I knew that ..... wrong. Unle •• it ..... two miles up, or SOIIIething like that. 

Q. D1d Y'?u lee the bow aect10n roll over betore it lank? 
A. No, air. When I turned around it was just. rew lecondl and. she went up and then wilt down, air. 

Q. You were ..n-1ng away pr10r to that time? 
A. Yes. lir, but I can tell ;you what live heard. 

Q. No, I would just preter to hear what you saw? 
A. Yes, air, but these peOJlle are gone, they could tell you because W1msett was cClDing out of 

the hatch, and he laid the water was caning into 1t, ao I would aay the lhip took the roll then 
'cause it..... dry wilen I COllIe through it. 

Q. The.aIIe hatch you c .... through, water was ccm1ng 1o? 
A. Yel, 'air" 

CoUllllel tar the board: Counael baa no further question •• 

ElCAMIKoU'ICN BY _illS or THE 1KlARJ) 

Questions by the Senior IIomber: 

Q. 1loettcher, what 1a you battle atationt 
A. Mount 51, .ir. 

Q. When you go to _~ quaters and MIl your battle .tation, are you require:! to put on a 
lit. ~acket? 

A. 110, air. 

Q. When you go to abandon lhiP Itationa, ere you required to put on a lite ~ackst? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Where would you set a lite jacket in that cue? 
A. '1'be7 _ thea 10 the gun OIOunt lir. I'. in the bandling rOCllll, projeetu-an, and they 

throw thea _ to UI. 

Q. Are there enoush tar each II&Il 1n tbo crew? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. D1d JOU IIftr boar ~ ,10 nlAJIIt J:. IVAIIII aay that at abandon lhip ltationa, bo didn't 
ba.... a lit. ~"" loot! 

A. 10, air. 

Ben10r JIoabor: 'fbe _ baa DO further pat10nl tor Beaan _ttcher. 
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c. 
Counae1tor tbll _: Seaan Boettoher )'O\l are at thi. tS- priviledged to .b ~ further 

.tat .... nt covering ~h1ng related to the .ubject _tter or the inquiry that you th1nlt .hould he a 
II&tter or reoord in oonneotion therewith vII10h hal not heen tull,y brought out by the questioDi vII1ch 
70u have been as_d. Do 70u have ~b1ng to add' 

W1tne •• : Io, .ir. 
The Y1tne •• ".. dul;r warned oonoerni". hi. teltUlony and Y1tbd ...... trCm the _ J'OCIIl. 

Senior _r: TbII board Y1ll adjourn. 

The board adjourbOd at 1734 hour" 25 Juno 1969. 

.. 

• 




