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= SIXTEENTH DAY -

The board reconvened in executive sesgion at 0830 hours, 26 June 1%9. During this session
the board reviewed and approved the prior day's transeript and plamed future procesdings of the
board, At the conclusion thereof, the board reconvened in open sessipn at 0930 bours, 26 June

A1l persons connected with the board, who wers prasent when the board adjourned were again
present, .

Benior Member: The hsaring is nowv open,

Counsel for the board: The board is now being held in open session., It 1s necessary to point
out that any person who has been t6ld he is & witness or who may be a witneas 1s asked to withdraw
from the board room, Bir s Frior to calling the first witness, we have received an authenticated
copy of & message sent fram USS FRANK E. EVARS to HMAS MELBOURKE on the 31t of May concerning
communications, This was referred to by Lisutenant Commander Arundel in his teatimony and at thia
time we tender it as Exhibit 80 for inclusion in the recorq,

Benior Member: Very well, &0 received,

Iieutenant Commander George L, McMichael, U,B, Navy, was called as a witneas by counsel for
the board, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Questions by Counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Commander McMichael, you have besn called as a vitness for this board of :
investigation, which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURKE
and USBS FRANK E, EVARE, because it 1z believed that you have evidence vhich may assist the board
in its investigation, Under United States law no witness may be campelled to anawet any question,
the anawersto which may tend to incriminate him and ¥ou may refuse to answer any such queations,

Do you understand the remsrks I have just made?

A. Yﬁl’ "-‘rc

Q. VWould you state your name, your grade and present organiration?
A, Lieutenant Commander George Lee McMicheel, U,5, Navy, Presently Executive Officer, USS
FRANE E, EVANS,

[
Q. And were you the Executive Officer of FRARK E, EVANS on 3 June 19697
A. !e., .ho I waas,

Q. Ilieutenant Commander McMichael, the board intends to call you later for more comprehensive
testimony, However, at this time » having heara testimony from a number of vitnesses fram ssveral
parts of the ahip, the board would like information of a general nature as to the number of personnel
in variocus parts of the ship and those who were lost as & result of the disaster, Have you, at
Ry request, prepared any document which sumarizes the information on that question?

A, Yes, sir, I have, T have vith me an inboard profile of the ship in which the various
aajor compartments of the ship are delineated. I have annctated these compartments with the n\mber
of peocple who were Physically located 1n the compartment at the time of collision and the number of
pecple who were lost in each compartment,

Q. And at this time, would you produce the document so that it may be marked Exhibit 81 for
identification? .
A, Yes, sir.

Q. The figures thet you have shown there are in two sets I believe, Those pertaining to the
personnel in various parts of the ship at the time of collision, and those who were lost., Is that

correct?
A, That is correct.

Q. What is the total number of persons who were on board at the time of colligion?
A. Two bandred and seventy three,

Q. And what is the number of persons who were lost?
A. Beventy-four,

Q. And do the figures which you have ghown there total those two numbars?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Are there any other sxplanatory remarks that you would 11ke to make vith respect to that

exhibit?
A. No, sir, except in one instance the location of a person showvn here is only approximmted

because he was a roving patrol, I don't believe he remembers exactly where he was but the general
area of the ship is showm.

Q. Who is that man?t
A. I don't remember who had the watch. I balisve it was Hudson, the Sounding and Security

Watch,

Q. And where havh you shown him in that diagrmmt
4. I have shown him in the port side possagawvay, Just aft of the hatch lsading into main

coptrol,
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Q. BHave you indicated in Any place on that profile view, where the break in the ship occurred?
A, Yes, sir. There 1a a Jagged line shown here at frame 92 and a half, which 1s the location
of the separation. .

Q. Is that at the tpproximate forward bulkhesd of the Porward Engine Room?
A, Yea, sir, It s,

Counsel for the board: At this time we will deliver that document to the board
it be admitted into evidence, we fnd ask that

Benior Member: It may be admitted,
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD (Cont'a)
Questione by Counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Camander McMichael, are you familiar with the distribution of 1ife Jackets on
board FRAFK E, EVANS Prior to the time of colligion?
. Ye!, .1.!'- I am,

Q. Could you atate who was the custodian of the 1ife Jackets on boara?
A. The First Lieutenant, Ensign Robert Erandon,

Q. And did he survive the collision?
A, Fo, sir. He did not,

Q. Do you have any documentation indicating the number of 1ife Jackets which were on board
FRANK E. EVANS?

A, Yes, sir, There was an inventory conducted 4n February of this Year by Brandon, I have
the inventory cards for that inventory,

Q. Do they bear his signature?
A, Yes, sir. They do.

Q. What types of life Jackets do they indicate that were aboard?
A. They indicate that on board there were 70 kapok type 1ife jacketa and 245 yoke type inflatable
life Juckets - CO2 life Jackets, .

Q. For a total of?
A. 35,

Q. And ma I understand it, there were 273 men aboard on 3 June. Is that correct?
A. Yes, eoir. . *

Q. And how were these 1ife Jackets distributed mbout the ship?

A. The inflatable 1life Jackets were distributed in the vicinity of general quartere stations,
The kapok life jackets were distributed in the vicinity of line working stations for underway
replenishments,

Q. And did some pecple use the kapok Jackets also at gereral quarters?
A, Yes, sir, especially on the open bridge and exposed areas.

Q. Are you awvare of any measures that were taken to insure that all personnel had life jackets
&t their general quarters stationa?
A. Yes, gir,

Q. Would you describe them Please?

A, Each time the ahip went to general quarters, in a drill situation that ia - for example not
on the gun line when we were doing it as a drill or in Preparation for a gunnery shoot - the word
would be passed on the IM? for any persoonel not having a life jecket and also not having n gas
mask to contect the Leading Petty Officer of their station., He was then to provide a liat to the
First Lientenant of any missing 1ife saving equipment, This was done on & normal basis, We never
came up with any shortages. Bometimes, somebody would have taken a 1ife Jacket or two from one
station and maybe found theis vay to another station, s0 we did reallocate resources a couple of
timez, Each time that we did this we did end up with everybody having a 1ife jacket,

Q. And did you make any perasonal checks ag to the adequacy of life jackets?
A. Yes, sir, As a part of going to genaral quarters, I normally made a tour throughout the
Ship checking the setting of material conditions. As I did this, I also inspected for proper battle

drees which included life jackets.

Q. By whose order 4id you do this?
A. By the Coammanding Officer's order.

Q. Do you recall the most recent time that YOou may have done this prior to the collision?
A. The last time would have been the period shortly before we arrived on the gun line, wvhen we

were at & general quarters situation., This would have been early May,

Q. During the period on the gun line, how were the 1life jacketa and other safety equiment
checked?

A. They were checked by the First Lisutenant with regularity. Then, also, all of the officers
in charge of the various stations were directed to inspect for proper battle drees., If they found
any shortcomdngs they were to report this also to the First Lisutenant to get the additiomal equipment,
I don’t Imow, of my own Imowledge, of any shorteges that were turped up at this time,
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Q. Have you indicated in any place on that profile view, vhere the break in the ship occurred?
A, Yes, gir, There 1s a Jagged line shown hare at frame G2 and a half, which 41s the location
of the separation, .

Q. Is that at the approximate forward bulkhead of the Forward Engine Room?
A. Yes, gir. It igs,

Coungel for the board: At this time we will deliver that document to the board and t
it be admitted into evidence. e mad ek thar

Senior Member: It may be admitted,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'a)
Queations by Counsel for the board :

Q. Idieutenant Commander McMichael, are you fapiliar with the distribution of 1ife ckets on
board FRANK E, EVANS prior to the t!.ne,uf colligion? g e -
A, Yes, sir, I am. '

Q. Could you state who was the custodian of the 1i{fe Jackets on board?
A, The Pirst Iieutenant » Ensign Robert Brandon,

Q. And did he survive the collision?
A. Fo, sir., He 414 pot.

Q. Do you have any documerntation indicating the number of 1ife ackets which ) )
k. T J 8 wers on board
A. Yea, sir. There waps an inventory conducted in February of this year Brandon. I have
the inventory cards for that inventory, yeur by

- . -
' ')

Q. Do they bear his aignature?
A. Yes, sir, They do.

Q. What types of 1life Jackets do they indicate that were aboard?
A. They indicate that on board there were 70 kapok type life jackets and 245 Yoke type inflatable
lite Jacketa = €02 1life jacksts, R

Q. PFor & total of?
A. 315,

Q. And as I understand it, there were 273 men abosrd on 3 June. Is that correct?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. And how were these 1life Jackets distributed about the ahip?

A, The inflatable life Jackets were distributed in the vicinity of general Quarters stationsa,
The kapok life jackets were distributed in the vicinity of line working stationg for underway
replenishments.

Q. And 4id some People use the kKapok jacketz also at general quarters?
A. Yes, sir, especially on the open bridge and expcsed areas,

Q. Are you aware of Any measures that were taken to insure that all personnel had life Jackets
at their general quarters stations?
A, Ye'. sir,

Q. Would you desacribe them please?
A. Each time the ship went to general quarters, in a Arill situation that is - for example ‘uot

would be passed on the 1IMC for any personnel not having a 1ife jacket and also not having a gas
mask to contect the Leading Petty Officer of their station. He was then to provide a list to the
First Lientenant of any missing life saving equipment., This was done on a normal tasis., We never
came up with any shortages, Bometimes, samebody would have taken a 1ife Jacket or two from one
station apd maybe found their way to another station, so we did reallocate resources a couple of
times, Each time that we did this we did end up with everybody having a life jacket.

Q. And 4id you make any personsl checks as to the adequacy of life jacketa?
A. Yes, sir. As a part of going to genaral quarters, I normally made a tour throughout the
ship checking the setting of material conditions, As I 4id tbia, I alac inspected for proper battle

dreas which included life jackets.

Q. By whose order did you do thiat
A. By the Commanding Officer's order.

Q. Do you recall the most recent time that You may have done thias prior to tbe collision?
A. The last time would have been the Period shortly before we arrived on the gun line, when we
were at a geperal quarters situation., This would have been early MNay.

Q. During the period en the gun line, how were the lifs jackets and other safety equimment

checked?
A. They were checked by the First Lisutenant with regularity. Then, also, all of the officers
in charge of the various stations wers directed to inspect for proper battle dress, If they found
any shortcomings they were to report this also to the First lieutenant to get the additional equipment.,
I don't xnow, of my own knowledge, of any shortages that were turned up at this time,
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Q. Of your own knowledge, can you say that there were follow-up measures vhen such reports
were racelved?
A, Yes, sir, There were,

Q. And whose responsibility was that in addition to your own? .
A, The First Lieutenant, We alsc ha? been in the process of ordering some additional kapok
type life jJackets. This was, of course, the Bupply Officer following up én that.

Q. Hov many wers on order, do you know?
A. I don't kmow, sir.

Q. Based on your knovledge of the battle stations of the ship, can you tell the board how many
life Jackets would have been stored aft of the point of break that resulted from the collision?

A, Yes, sir, There would be approximately 104 in the after portion of the ship. The number
of people actually asslgned would fluctuate with the changes of personnel, but 104 is the normal
assignment of peraonnel aft of the break,

Q. I understand that.you mean that there were 104 battle stations aft of the break?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. On 3 June, hov many personnel were berthed aft of the point of break?
"A. There were 139 berthed aft, 10L stations had the inflatable 1ife Jackete, In addition to
that, there were approximately 30 kapok life jackets also available in the after portion of the ship.

Q. And where vould they have been storedt
A, They would have been stored in the DASH hangar, the 1ife Jacket locker oo the 02 deck next
to ECM 2 and Just aft of mmber two stack in a locker.

Q. And what was the primary purpose of their being in those positions?
A. Thcse were normally used by the underway replenishment personnel on those stations amidehip

and after stations, ..

Q. And hov many personnel were rnormally used in thosme stations for undervay replenishments?
A. Approximately 15 at each etation.

Q. And were any checks made during underway replenisiments to ensure that all personnel had
life Jackets on? .

A. Yes, gir. Numbrous checks were made by myself, by the Commanding Officer, by the Weapons
Officer and by the First Lieutenant,

1
Q. And when was the last underway replenishment prior to the collision?
A. The day preceding.

Q. And do you know whether any checks were made during that underway replensibment?
A, Yes, slr. There were, and I made the checks myself,

Q. In summary, therefore, can you make an estimate as to the approximste number of life Jackets
that would have been stored aft of the point of break?

A. There should have been epproximately 140 to 150 1ife Jackete aft of the break. Actually,
there should have been another 15 on top of that because there was a plece missing, because one of
the lockers got knocked over the side which was aft.

Q, I don't understand that. Maybe you can clarify?

A, Just next to the laundry, forward starboard side, there was a locker, a life jacket locker,
which I did not include in the figure I just geve you., This was a storage area for an additional
15 jackets. These would normally be pvailable in the after half of the ship., However, they were lost
over the side in the collision.

Q. They would pot have been savallable in this ewent?
A, Ko, sir,

Q. Therefore, your previous figure of 150 represente the approximate number of life jaclkets
avaiiable aft of the break?
A, Yes, gir,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no more questions on this subject, sir. We intend to recall
Lieutenant Caommander McMichael at a later time in the final stages to cover several subjects,

S8enior Member: I beliveg with reference to these figures of the number of general quarters
staticns aft of the bresk and- the musber of persons berthed aft of the break, it would be desirable
to include at the appropriate time in our record, a breakdown of those or an indication of how those

totals were arrived at, Counsel, Would you arrange for that please?

Counsel for the board: We will ask Lieutenant Commander McMichael to do thet, We will introduce
it when he pext appears before the board, There iz one area that I might explore s little bit further,

sir, that I omitted if I may?
Berdor Member: Very well,
EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL PCR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by Counsel for the board:
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Q. Lieutenant Commander McMichael, can you indicate the ressons that 1ife Jackehs are normally
stored at general quarters stations? ' '

A, Yes, sir. First of all it's fairly well accepted policy, I believe, in that this ia the
location from which, if the situation arises, a sailor expects to have to adandon ship as a result
of battle damage. You 40 not want to have them, say, located in lockers or other portione of the
ship or in berthing areas where a man would have to g0 samevhere eslse priéor to going to his battle
station. By having them on the battle statiom, you cut down the time of the man getting there
and arriving with e full, proper battle dress.

Q. Is the battle station the place to which men are directed in exergencies?
‘c Ye., pir.

Q. And i1s that for all major emergencies?
A, Yes, pir.

Counsel for the board: I have no further questions, sir,
Senior Member: The board has no questions for LCIR EcMichael at this time.

Counsel for the board: ICIR McMichael, as I've indicated » you will be given the opportunity
to testify on other subjects at a later time, However, at thiz time, you are privileged to make
any further statement covering the subject matter which has been discussed this morning that you
think should be a matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out
by the questions which has been asked. Do you have anything to add?

Witness: I have no further informstion.
The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Robert E. Lares, Electrician's Mate Second Clasa, U.5. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel
for the board, was sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATICON BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by Counsel for the board:

Q. Petty Officer Lares, you have been called as a witness for thiz board of investigation,
which 15 inouiring intoc the circumstances surrounding the collision of EMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRARK
E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence which may assizt the board in its
investigation, Under United States law no witness may be compelled to snswer any question the
answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to answer eny such questions, Do
you understand those remarks?

. A. Yes, sair,

Q. Would you state your full name, grade and the organization to which you are asgigned?
A, Robert Earl lares, Electrician Mate Second Class, USS FRAFK E. EVANS (DD 75L).

Q. And were you assigned to FRANK E, EVANS on the early morning of 3 June 19657
A, Yes, #ir,

Q. Inviting your attention to the approximate time of the collision, which oecurred then,
could you state when you first noticed that something unusual was going on?

A. Yes, sir. 1In the morting, the only thing I heard was a loud crash and everyone in the
campartment was thrown from their racks,

Qs Let me retrace my eteps and get a little bit of background information that I should have
agsked earlier. Would you state how long you have been in the Navy?
A. Three yeara and four months.

Q. And how long have you been asslgned to USS FRANK E, EVANSY
A. Bince October 25th, 1968,

Q. To what division were you assigned?
A. "R" Division,

Q. What are your duties in that Divisiont
A. I was an electrician. I maintained the electrical gear for the ship - lighting and aucl}.

Q. What is your berthing compartment?
A, 0-201-L,

Q. ‘ And going back to the time of the collision, I bellieve jou indicated you were thrown fram
your bunk, iz that correct?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did you do following being thrown from your bunk?

A. As soon as I was thrown from my bunk, there were no lights in the compartment and the
emergency dlesel was running. I left the compartment lmmediately and went to the diesel to try to
maintain electrical load or restore the elactrical load. I was unable to and went back to the
compartment and got dressed and left, I went on the fantail,
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Q. You said there were no lights in the compartment. Did vo1 see emergency light in
the compartment? i i Beney o

A, Only battle lanterns, There was on battle lantern buraing in ‘the emergency diesel room
and one in the machine shop,

Q. Were there battle lanterns burning in your living compartment?
A, FRo, sir.

Q. And when you went to the emergency diesel generator room, what action did you take to try
to get the switchboard to take the load?

A, In order to restore the electrical loasd you have to have two electricians. One in the
Emargency Diesel Room and one on the after switchboard and there was no answer, I could have
closed the feedback end then went to the board nyself,

Q. By the board, you mesn which board?

A. The after switchboard, Then put the load on that way. I didn't know what the circumstances
were and there was a possibllity of electrocuting semeone by me taking this sction, The Engineman
came in and we secured the diesel,

Q. What is the name of the Engineman that came in?
A, Bare, Engineman Becond,

Q. And through what means did you attempt to communicate with both the forward and after
switchboard?
A. BSoundpowered phones.

Q. 1Is that a phone that is manned in the Diesel Generator Roam or did you have a call system?-
A, It's a call system, -

Q. Do you recall the number of the circult you used?
A, 23V, - . , .

Q. You indicated there was a possibility that you might electrocute somebody if you took the
load the way that you outlined, How could that occurt?

A. Well, if the After Engine Room had been flooded, which I didn't know, I could have closed
the feedback and I would have been supplying powercto number two switchboard. If there had been
anybody in the water there is a good chance they would have been electrocuted.

Q. I see. "By close the feedback," could you describe that in a 1little more detafl?

A. There 1s a breaker on the switchboard, It's called a feedback breaker and it connects the
emergency switchboard and the diesel to the after switchboard, There is two breakera, one on each
board., You close the after breaker on the emergency diesel and then you close the breaker on the
after switchboard. You can asupply electricel losd to the ship,

Q. How about the supplying of electrical pover to after steering. Do you know what occurred in
the case of after steering in this case?

A. The pover to after steering, I don't think was restored, Formally, if the load ia dropped,
the dlesel will start automatically. ABT on the diesel will tranafer to emergency and automatically
start supplying power to after steering, I don't think it transferred,

Q. By ABT you mean what?
A. Automatic Bus Transfer,

Q. And did you observe that yourself or are you making an assumption in that regard?
A, It's an sssumption, I don't remember looking to see if it had transferred,

Q. I did understand you to say that the diepel had started automatically when the electrical
power went off, Is that correct?
A. Yes, s5ir.

Q. Approximately how long did you stay in the Emergency Diesel Geperator Roam before leaving

the coupartment?
A, Approximately a minute and & half,

Q. Diad you report to anyone wvhat you had done - to anyone in authority on the fantail?
A, Yes, sir, Mr, Covert, the Engineering COfficer.

Q. And vhat were you directed to do at that time, if anything?
A. Just hang loose and see vhat was golng to happen.

Q. And how long was it before you left FRANK E, EVANS for the MELBOIRNE?
A.  Possibly four or five minutes.

Q. What route did you use to board MELBOURKE %
A. I climbed the ECM deck and up a rope ladder,

Q. At the time you were thrown from your bunk and went to the after diesel generator, was there

sny loose gear thrown around in your compartment?
A. Yes, slr. There were several upright lockers that had been moved from their mounts and the

generator room itself, There had been a desk that had been shifted from the portside bulkhead and
was lying against the generator.
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Q. How waz that desk secured to either the bulkhead or the deck? s Iy
A, It had been spot welded,

Q. Had the spot weld broken, 1s that what had happened?
A. I think so,

2. 1130 ymi: have'nny knowledge s to how the upright lockeru broke loose?
. Ko, air,

Q. Fow had they been secured in place?
A, There was & weld around the base of sheet metal, angle iron, to make a container for them,
approximately, an inch high., They had been set in that.

Q. Had they been secured Dear the top in any way?
A. Not that I know of,.]

Q. Pased on your observation of the Problems you experienced both with lockers and other gear
breaking locae and with the diesel generator, do you have any design or other auggestions as a
result of this ewent?

A. Cther than that the upright lockera ehould be braced some way at the top, no, sir,

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions for this witpeas.
EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Lares, you said that in your lving compartment that ¥you savw no battle lanterns lighted,
Were there any battle lanterns situated there that you know of for 8ure prior to the collision or
at the time of collision?

A. Fo, sir, There were no battle lanterns in our compartment. . ’

Q. Where 1a the automatic bus transfer device which transfers the steering gear power:source
from one of the main boards to the emergency board? ’
A. It's mounted in the switchboard in the After Diegel Generator Room on the righthand side,

Q. On the emergency board then?
A, Yen, p#ir,

Q. Was 4t met up, to your certaln knowledge, to effect mutcmatic tranafer?
A, Yes, sir. When we are underway, it is always set up automatic, If the load is lost it
will transfer automatically, The diesel will atart and the ABT tranafers automatically,

Q. When waz the last time You checked to see that 1t was so set up?
A. To the best I can remember, the second of June, Tt's generally checked everyday by either
myself or one of the other electricians,

Q. Whose responsibility 1s it to check?
A. Either myself or Powell, Electrician's Mate 8acond,

Q. DLepending on what?
A. Depending on who gets to it firat that day,

Q. After the collision, during your time aboard FRANK E. EVANS, did you at any time see any
battle lanterns of the automatic relay actuated variety that were not 1ighted?
A, No; sir, I d1dn't see any that wersn't lighted,

Q. Do you think there was an adequate number of autcmatic battle lanterns avatlable for
minimum requirements in such an emergency?
A, Yes, sir, I thirk so,

Benior Member: The board has no further questicna for Petty Officer Lares,
Counsel for the board: Petty Officer lares at this time you are informed that you are privileged

to make any further statement covering anything relsted to the subject matter of the investigation
that you think should be a matter of record in comnection therewith which has not been fully brought

out by the questions you have been asked, Would you like to add anything to what you have stated?

Witness: Ko, sir.

The witness was duly warned regarding his testimony and withdrew from the board room,

Doﬁald A. Bakken, Machinery Repairman Pirst Class, U.8, Navy, wasz called as a witness by counsel
for the board, wes sworn and testified as followa:

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL F(R THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Petty Officer Bakken, you have been called as & witness for this board of investigation,
which is inquiring into the circumatances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK
E. EVANS, because it iz believed that you have svidence vhich pay assist the board in it investigation,
Bnder United Btates law, no withess may be compelled to answer any question the answer to which my
tend to incriminste him and you may refuse to snawer any such questions, Do you understand the remarks
I have just made? Loy =~

A, Yea, sir,
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Would you state your name, your grade and present organization? '.5":?-.‘3: »
Donald A, Bakken, Machine Repairman First Class, USS FRARK E. EVANS. Sl r“m,.,’

L >y ™~
How long have you been in the Navy? ' e -‘i:?

Thirteen years, sir.

How long have you been aseigned to USS FRANK E, EVANS?
One year and three montha.

To vhat division were you mssigned?
"R" Division,

What were your general duties in that Division?
For a period of time I wms the leading petty officer, until the chief came aboard,
I wvas the only one onboard.

My

And MR means machinery repairmant
Yes, sir,

What was your general quarters station?
Repair Five,

And vhere is that located?
Amidships just aft of main control.

In the early morning of 3 June, what was the first indication that you had that something
was occurring?
Well, we rolled over to the side and were actually hit,

And vhere were you at the time?
I wae in my rack asleep, .- i ] .

And where is your compartment?
Compartment C-203-L.

And when the ship rolled over and you were thrown from your bunk, what did you do next?
My rack was on the starboard side, so I wasan't actually thrown out of it, I was laid up
the alde of the bulkhead, Boon ms the ship righted itself I immediately grabbed my clothes

and went to my general qQuarters station,
)

Q.
A,

Q.
A,

Ql
A.

Q.
Aul

Q.
A,

passageway there was nothing.

What was the state of the lighting in your compartment at that ‘t.i.me?
As I recall there were battle lanterns burning.

Do you recall how many?
No, sir.

Were you able to mee to get your clothes on and get out of the campartment ?
Yex,

Was the 11lumination adequate for that purpose in your opinion?
Yes, sir,

And when you got to your battle station what did you fina?
Well, I war standing in water, As I looked forward, where there should have been a
Bo I stepped out onto the port side, looked up and realized the

extent of damage and returned to my compartment,

Q.
A,
sboard,

Q.
A.

Do yuﬁ have any knowledge as to where the water came from that dms in the repair compartment?
No. I would have to assume that when the ship laid over on its eide it shipped some water
and this was lying in the passageway.

And when you returned to the compartment, what did you find?

There was still some pecple in the campartment getting dressed. I told them to get out of

there immediately and get on the fantail,

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

And what 4id you do then?
I went up to the fantail.

Did you observe anyone setting demage control conditions in the area?
Yes, sir, They had already set Zebra on the after diesel hatch and the machine shép hatch

vhich are in the compartment and also on the hatch golng down to the JP5 pump room.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Qa
A.

1t.

And do you know who had set those conmditiona?
FRo, I don't, sir,

Now, cam you give the board any idea of how long after the collision this was?
2 or 3 minutes I would imagine,

And how long did it take the compartment to clear after you told the people to get out of

They cleared out immediately,
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Q. From there, where 414 you go?

A, After I left the campartment, I went to the fantail and was standing by awaiting further
orders as to whatever the officer in charge wanted me to do, sir.

Q. And who was the officer in charge at that time?

A. When I got - first got to the fantail - I believe it wae LTJG Covert. BShort 't hat
Mr. Dunne showed up, sir, 1y after ¢

Q. Did you receive any instructions as to what you were to do?
A. No, I wae just standing by waiting,

Q. What did you do then?

A, Well, a fireman came back, Hudson, and he was up on the midships station, He said there
was nobody in charge up there. S0 I went up there and took charge. I then sent word back to Mr,
Dunne that I had done gmo.

Q. Did you establish any communication with the fantail?
A, Just by messenger, air,

Q. What did you do after you took charge?

A, Well - they were rigging Jacobs ladders and trying to string cables - what it smounted to
wae that I saw to it that our personnel were standing by to receive these cables, put them where
the Australian officers wanted them and secursd the Jacobe ladders,

Q. And where did you put the cableas?
A. The cable was run to ocur torpedo deck around the bottom of the stanchion that held the
davit - our torpedo davit. o

Q. Where were the jacobs ladders run to?
A, They were run to the lifeline s 8ir,

Q. To the?
A. Lifelines,

Q. On the which deck?
A. Main deck,

Q. What personnel were there assisting you at the forward station?
A, Ther= were quite a number of seaman, fireman, third class petty officers and also Mr,

Murphy. LTJG Murphy ceme up there, sir,

Q. And what actions did you and Mr, Murphy take from that point on?

A. Well, our firat concern was to get the injured people off, We couldn't do that off the
Jacobs ladder, We notified the Australians that these guys couldn't possibly climb m jacobs ladder.
They sent down a rigid aluminum ladder to us that these peeple could climb,

Q. Did they send down mny stretchers at any time?
A, Yes., They threw approximately seven stretchers on board.

Q. Did you use those for any purposfes?
A. Just one, One man went off by stretcher,

Q. Do you recall who that was?
A. I believe it was Peters,

Q. Did you eventually leave EVANE from that station?
A. Yes, gir,

Q. Do you recall the perszonnel left on board at the time you left?
A. The only three I know of that was thare, was Mr. Hiltz, Mr. Murphy and myself,

Q. Do you recall how many were gtill on the fantail at that time?
A, Mr, Hiltz came up, eir, and notified me and Mr, Murphy that everybody was gone and we
should leave also,

Q. Can you estlmate how long that was after the collision?
A. Maybe fifteen or twenty minutes I suppose, I don't kmow.

Q. Based on your obaervations from the time of the collision until you departed FRANK E, EVAKS,
can you make any cament as to the performance of duty by the crew of FRARK E, EVANS?

A. I would say it was very outstanding, There was no panic, All the men did their job as
they saw it or as they were assigned and just carried out their normal duties.

Q. Can you comment on the assiztance you received from the crew of MELBOURNE?

A. Outstanding, sir.

Q. At anytime, do you recall anyone from FRANK E, EVARS asking anyoﬁe on the MELBOURKRE for
. portable pummpa? :

A. Fo, sir,

Q. After you went aboard MELBOURNE, where were you taken?
A, To the wardroom, I believe it was.
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Q. Were you injured in anyway? Y, _,J
A. No, sir,
- Q. How long did you remsin aboard MELBOURNE?

A. About an hour,

Q. And 414 you subsequently leave?
. A, Yes.

Q. Would you state the circumstances?

A, VWell, I vae standing on the fantail tdlking with Hanna, BT1l, when LTJG Covert ceme up and
stated he was going back to the ship. Hanna asked if he wvanted somecne to go with him, and he
#aid he would not ask nor order anyone to return with him, Hanna and myself volunteered, We want
back with him,

Q. By what method di4 you return?
A. MELBOURNE's small boat, sir,

Q. Do you recall the approximate time of thisx occurrence?
A. I had no {dea at all what time it was, I know it was light now,

" Q. It was light at the time?
A, Yes, sir,

" Q. D44 you return direetly to FRANK E, EVANS?
A. No, We circled the EVANS in the MEIBOURNE's boat, Then we went alongaide the LARSON and
we went on with the LARSON's salvage party,

Q. And when you circled the stern gection of EVANS, what did you note am to the state of its
buoyancy and stability? ‘. . .
A, It appeared to be bolding at the state it was at.,

Q. Had it deteriorated since You had left it earlier?
A, Very little, I believe, sir,

Q. Can you estimate how much freeboard there was in the most forward mection?
A, Five feet, I woula Imagine, sir,

Q. And Luv about the stern?
A, It was at normal waterline level or a little above,

Q. In other words tilted up?
A, Right.

Q. And when you west aboard EVANS with the LARSCN salvage party, what were you directed to do
or vhat did you do?

A. We went with Mr, Covert first. Then we went up and looked at the main control, Then we
went back to the fireroom, After Fireroom, end realized that there wes slow progressive flooding
there,

Q. What was the water level when you first entered the fireroom?
A. I wouldn't have ary estimate., I stood at the hatch, I didn't go down into the fireroom,

Q. Who did go down in?
A, Mr, Covert and Hanna did, I believe the malvage officer of the LARSON did also,

Q. Would you them continua?

A, Well, right after this, we went back and cpened the disbursing office, got all the ship's
Pay records and took them to the LARSON's boat, Next, we went and got all the personnel records
out of the peracnnel office and took them to the boat. We salvaged the ship's store records. At
about this time, an officer wanted to @ sround and sound all the after tanks, He asked ir 1
would accompany him to show him where as many of the sounding cape were as I knew of - vhich I
did, While we were going through the compartments, we checked to make sure there was nobody still
down there,

- Q. Did you find anyone there?
A, Ko, sir,

Q. It was empty?
A, It was empty.

Q. And then, after you campleted the acundings, did you take any other actions?
A, They rigged P250 pumps with eductors and were pumping out the After Fireroom., This controlled
the flooding, Also, they cut avay the ship's small boat which was dangling by the after davit only,

Q. Did you do any-other Jettisoning of topside weight?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. What equipment did you Jettison?
A. Pleces of metal that were lying around. I believe they cut off the loading machine., We
threw the liferafts that were lying on deck over the side, the boat and that's all T can recall, sir.
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Q. Did you take any action with respect to ‘the VDS?
A. No, Yot while I was aboard, sir.

Q. Did you attempt to use the FRARK E, EVANB' P250 pump?
A, We 2id wse our pump, sir.

Q. Did you manage to get 1t golng?
A, Yes, slr. We took the one from Repair Five and took it out on deck and it lit off,

Q. Did you actually use it for pumplng?
A, Tes, #ir,

Q. Approximately how long did you remaln aboard?
A. I would pay from 45 minutes to an hour, sir,

Q. What waa the resscn that you left?

A. They had quite a bit of classified materisl that they wanted taken and delivered to our
Executive Officer, They had it sacked up in canvas bags, B¢ they informed me and Hanna to go on
back to the LARSON, well, back to the MELBOURNE via the LARSON, and to deliver this material into
the hands of our Executive Officer.

Q. And who was left aboard at the time you departed?
A. From the ship's company, I believe, Mr. Dunne, Mr. Lare and Mr. Covert.

Q. Mr, Dinne and Mr, Lare - had they come aboard subsequent to you? : -
N A. Yes, They came aboard after I dld. Also Mr, Suhr came aboard and opened hie disbursing
safe and removed the cash., Cook, PN1, came aboard and got the ship's diary.

Q. Personnel diary?

A. Yee, He got that out of the personnel office and he had left. Mr. Suhr gt the cash and
he had left, Mr, Lare was aboard and Mr, Dunne was aboard taking care 6f classified and what-not
material, air,

Q. And vhen you went back to MELBOURNE, to whom did you report?
Ao Mr, H.‘lltz.

Q. And did you turn over the material to him?

A, Bo. We left the material on the LARSON with our Executive Officer and at this time he
told me, "When you get back aboard MELBOURNE report to Mr, Hiltx that myself, Mr., Dunne and Mr,
Covert will return to the ahip as scon as we have cleared all clissified materisl,”

Q. And, at approximately what time d1d you leave the FRANK E, EVANS?
A, Well, I'm not sure of the time, I believe i1t was G:15 when we got back on the MELBOURNE,

Q. Going back to the point where you said you were Jettlsoning topside wmste, you indicgted
that certain liferafts were thrown over., What types of liferafts were thege?

A. I believe they were liferafts, sir - the ones that are wrapped up in a rubber-like sack.
There were two ¢f these lying on the main deck portside forward, We rolled these over the side.

Q. Were they atill in their sacks?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Did you make any attempt to inflate them?
A. No, nsir.

Q. Did they infiste themselves when they got into the water?
A. No. Not that I know of, They were just lying there still bundled up the last time I
looked av them, :

Q. Do you know what happened to them after they got Into the water?
A, Ko, sir. I do not.

Q. How many of them wers there?
A. There were two of them that me and Mr., Covert rolled over the side.

Q. That was which sidet
A, Portaide,

Q. Did 1t appear that anyone attempted to open them previously?
A. No, sir,

Q. They were intact as far as you could tell?
A. Yes, smir.

Q. Did you observe any other liferafts on board at that timet?
A, FRo, sir, That is the only two that I saw,

Benior Member: I have a question, Bakken, were there static lines attached to these two
liferafts bundled up when you threw them over the sldel

Witness: No, air, They were jJust lying loose out of thelr brackets and lying loose on deck,
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Benior Member: Therefore, there being no static lines they would not have been expected to
inflate? :

Witness: I would imagine that they wouldn't, because there was nothing to pull the trigger
on them,

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counael for the board:

Q. Did you note any particular performances Yy any persons that you think are worthy of
special note?

A, I would Eay Silvers, Machinist Mate Third, in his assistance in getting the injured people
off the ship.

Q. Were they working under your direction at the mldships statlon?
A, Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further guestions for this witness, sir,
EXAMINATION BY MEMEERS OF THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q. Did you mee any relay actuated battle lanterns between thé time of collision and the time
you initially left the ehip to go to MELBOURNE which were not in operation?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Are you certain you are talking about the automatic relay actuated...t
A, Yes, sir. The ones in the port passagewny, the midships passsgeway, nope.of those battle
lanterns were on, sir., It was dark,

Q. How many is that?
A. There 1s three in that area that I know of, sir.

Q. Was there any other {llumination that you lkmow &f in that passageway?
A. Other than the normal ship's lighting, there are battle lanterns at each cross hatch,

4
Questions by a member {Capt Rusk):
Q. This passageway where you indicated that the battle lanterns were inoperative - which
passagewny was that in particular?
A, This is the fore and aft passagewny, sir.

Q. How far from the point of impact aft,was your station - where you go to battle statlons?
A. I would say it was probably 10 feet from my repair party to the end of the floating section
of the ship, sir.

fenior Member: The board has no more guestions.

Counsel for the board: Petty Officer Bakken, at this time you are privileged to make any
further statemesnt covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation that you
think should be a matter of record in connectlon therewith which has not been fully brought out by
the guestions you have been asked. DO you have anmything to add?

Witness: . No, sir,

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew fraom the board roam.

Benior Member: We wlll recess for ten minutes.

The board recessed at 1040 hours, 26 June 1969,
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Tha board reconwened {n open sassion st 1100 hours, 26 Juns 1969.
All persons connscted with the board at the time the board racessed were again presant.

Signalman First Class Byron R. Pruden, U, S. Navy, was called as a wvitneas by counsel for.
the board, was duly sworn and testified as follows.

EXAMIMATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Signalman First Class Pruden, you have basen called as a witness for this board of
investigation which 15 inquiring fnto the circumstences surrounding the collision of HMAS
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS because it iz understood that you have evidence which may
seasist the board in {ts investigation. Under United States law no witness may be compelled to
answer any question the answer to which may tend to incriminste him and you may refuse tO answer
any such question., Do you understand what I have said?

A. Yen, sir,

- Q. Would you state your neme, your grade and present organizatiom?
A. Byron R. PRUDER, Signalman First Class, USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-754).

Q. Bow long have you basn {n the Navy?
. A, 14 snd ona half yuars.

Q. How long have yoﬁ besn asaigned to the EVANS?
A. Since September 1968. i

Q. Arnd to wvhat division were you sssigned? . ] ) .
A. OC Divigion. . .

Q. And vhat were your duties in FRANK E. EVANS?
A. I vas the Leading Signalman.

Q. And what was your living compartment?
A. C-205-L.

Q. Early qu the morning of the 3rd of June, where were you on the first notice you had of
collision?
A. I was {n hed, air.

Q. And vhat occurred at that time?
A. T was avakened by a loud crunching noise and the ship being thrown about pretty wiolently.

Q. And vhat happsned to you?
A. Well, I wapn't throsm out of my rack, sir.

Q. What did you do then?
A. I recognized the ncise as a collision. I got out of wy rack and put my shoee end pants
on and started for wy General Quartars Station, which was the signal bridge.

Q. What was the status of {llumination in your compartment?
A. Totally dark, sir.

Q. Did y>u observe any battle lantarns on?
A. Fo, air.

Q. Do you know whether there are any automatically actusted battle lanterns in your

compsrtment?
A. FNot on the OC Division side of the compartment, no, sir. I don't believe there wera.

Q. Did you observe ths actions of other parsonnel in the compsrtment at this time?
A. I saw psopla trying to get up and get their clothes on and get to their General Quarters
Stations.

Q. Was any gear thrown about by the i{nitial impsct of the collision?
A. TYas, sir. Mastresses, lockers had bean - there wvas one upright locker that had bean torm
loose at the head of my rack - and clothes and lsundry bags.

Q. The locker that wes torn loose, do you know how it had besn sscured prior to the tollision?
A TYTes, sir. Quarter 20 bélt bolted to a plece of flat stock that was welded to the bulkhead.

Q. Was it sacured top and bottom or top only?
. It pat in a bracket on the dack and was bolted at the top.

A.

Q. After you got your clothes and were headed for your GQ Station, vhet occurred next?

A. I headed for oy General Quarters Station through "M" Divis{on Compartment, which is the
next living compartment. Went up through the ship store psssags and encountaresd a quartearmaster
that was injured. I instructed him in firet sid and went out on the main deck on the starboard
side and started forward. I got up approximstaly 15 fest forward of vhers the boat wes just
hanging in the water and noticed that I couldn't get to my Gensral Quarters Station. From there I
turned sround sand went back te 88 Divieion compartment and startsd mmaing peopls up onto the
fantail. Y don't believe the peopls in the compartment knew how sarious it was. Another man end
myself, a Becond Class Quartarmastsr....
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Q. What was his name?
A. Bissel - QM2 Sissel. He and mysalf started setting ZEBRA in the after berthing compart-

ments of the ship and running the people up onto the fantail through the centerline hatch there
to the scuttla.

Q. Did the people respond to your direction promptly?
A. Yes, sir. They did, very promptly.

Q. Wae there any confusion or panic on the part....
A. No, sir. Rone.

Q. Approximately how long after the collision was it before the compartment was cleared of
people

*

I'd say spproximately five winutes - three minutes. I'm not real sure of the time lapse.

Q. During any of this period was there sny illumination in the compartment?

A. Yes, sir. One of the men from "M" Division had brought a damage contrel light into the
compartment. We used this light and s flash light to set ZEPRA in the compartment and chack for
any personnel who might have been under mattresses or lsundry bags oj in corners.

- Q. Did you yourself check to ensurs that all personnel were out of the compartment?
A. I did personally. Yes, sir.

Q. And were you the last man out of that compartment at that time?
A. T believe so. Yes, sir. -

Q. After you set ZEBRA and evacusted the compartment, where did you go from that point?

", I was checking over on the 2nd Division sfde of the compartment and I noticed After
Steering was brightly lit., I went into After Steering. The After Steering Watch coneisted of
MM3 Robertson and SN Vejr. Vejr was trying to get communications with the bridge. Be still

had his head set on, and I stopped and asked him what ha was trying to do. FHe told me he was
trying to get communications vith the bridge, and I told him there was no sense in trying to get
commnications because the bridge was gone. I {natructed VEJR and Robertson to lesave After
Steering and go up on the fantail and stand by the scuttle that was up there. Then I dogged that

hatch down,

Q. Did you observe sny acticng by either Vejr or Robertson with respect to the rudder. Did
they take any actions with respect to positioning the rudder?
A. Not at' that time. No, sir. I was only in After Stesring approximately 30 aeconds.

Q. Did you notice whether there was power to the rudder at that time?
A. No, sir. T didn't.

Q. 1 believe you indiceted that the lights were on in After Steering?
A. Yes, sir. But After Steering has battle laanterns in it, and it was smergency powsr that,...

Q. What type of {1lumination was it you were sesing. Do you recall?

A. No, sir. I can't for sure. I kpow it was lit up....

Q. Was it brighter than the battle lantern illumination?

A. No, sir. I couldn't say if it wae or wasn't. I know that After Steering did heve lights
in 1it.

Q. At any time did you see any mechanical fosm in the compartment or space?

A. I did 't see any in the compartment. However, when I was going to my General Quarters
Station, right after I encountered Crabtree, vho was the man who was injured, I noticed that
there was this stuff that locked like bleod on the bulkhead. I smalled it and right sway I
knew what it wvas. There wvere mechanical foam racks on the port side of that passagevay. Apparently,
due to the collision, these cans had come oit of their racks and split open.

Q. And vhere were these located?
A. On the port side of the fore and aft passsgevay, right next to the crev's wash room and
crev's head,

Q. After you had instructed Vejr snd Robertson to go to the fantail, what were your naxt
actions?

A. I went up on the fantail snd here's where I met Lisutsnant Dunne and teld him axectly
what I had done. 1 had set ZEBRA in the compartmant snd chacked for any injursd peopla. At this
time Mr. Dunne had ssked for two volunteers to go into the water after some 1ife rafta vhich ware
just off the port side of the fantail. Myself and BT3 Arrington went into the water and tried to
get these rafts to the fantail of the EVANS s0 we could put the injured pecple on them in case
the after section of tha ship sank.

Q. And bow far svey from the ship ware they?
A. Batwesn 50 and 100 feet I'd say, eir.

Q. And wvere you able to do what you had set out to do? .
A, We gotto the rafts and tied thres of them together and tried to swim tham to tha, ship.

These rafts are swfully heavy.

Q. Do you know where the rafts came from?
A. Yes, sir. Thyy wvers MELBOURNE rafts.
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Q. Wera thay fully inflated at this tima?
A. Yas, oir,

Q. And by this tims, was the FRARK E. EVANS alongside the stern of MELBOURNE?
A. Yep, sir. She was.

. And did you have a life jacket on when youswwam out thers to tha,....
. Yenm, sir. I had a kapok life jacket om.

Arrington had a kapok 1life jacket on also.

. When you were not able to get tham back to the stern of EVANS, vhat did you do then?
Well, we climbed dp on these rafts and one of the MELBOURNE boats, I believe...I don't
knew where the boat came from. We hailed it and tied tha threa rafts onto tha stern of this
motor lsunch and it pulled them over to the fantail of tha EVANS. We tisd them on to the fantail
and went back into the water to get three more. There were still three rafts laft over thare.
We got to these rafts and we were attempting to get thase rafts back vhan we noted that they
had abandoned ship.

qQ

A

Q. How about Arrington?
A

Q

A.

Q. What did you do tham?

A. Tha MELBOURNE lowered n stretcher down and wanted me to get into the stretcher. I wasn't
injursd and I told them I wasn't going to get in the stratcher. I just hung on to the edge of
the stretcher. They pulled me up to tha fantail with a two-fold. Than they lowered it back
down for Arrington the ssme way.

. And thet vas from the rafts?
. Yes, sir. From tha rafts.

>0

. Were these also MELBOURNE rafta?
Yes, sir. They ware.

During your period on the fantail, did you observe any of PRANK E. EVANS liferafta?

No, sir. I had only gone out on th. starboard side one time and that wves when I was
head!.ng for my Genaral Quarters Station, The rest of the activity I was involved in took plnce
on the port side of the ship and, of course, L{f there were any rafts on the port side I didn't
see any. 'ﬂur‘e wasn't any room to lower them or kick them off into the water.

>0 >0

Q. To clarify how you got aboard the MELBOUERE. Did you hang onto the stratcher while it
was hoisted?

A. Yes, sir. I hung onto {t. I wasn't going to get into it. Apparently, they thought I
was injured, but I wasn't,

Q. During the period you were setting ZEBRA did you notics mnyone elss in the general area
setting Condition ZEBRA?

A, T understand there were other men in-other compartments, str. I didn't see any in...
In the particular compartment I was in, there was just the two of us, I had run everybody slse
out.

Q. When you hed gone up to the fantail did you notice the stata of discipline and order among
the pecple thare?
A, Yes, sir. I did., There was no confusion or panic.

Q. And tased on your observations, do you think thet you would like to wmake any specific
comment as to outstanding performance by any particular individusls?

A. Just one, air. That was one of the crovmen off the MELBOURME who was in the wvater at the
time we got to the raft. How long he'd bean there or how he got there I don't know.

Q. Do you know who he was?
A, Yes, sir. I know his name was Nelson. Ris last name was Helacm and I.understand he’s an
E-7 - he's an Engineer.

Q. And wvhat was be doing when you saw him?
A. Standing on the rafts. BRe assistad @s in trying to get the rafts to the EVAKS.

Q. And how sbout any performances of EVARS personnel?
A. Well, I thought that Lieutenant Dunne did a good job of supervising on tha fantail.

Q. Do you have any comments as to events that occurred to you after you arrived on board
MELBOURNE ?
A. RFo, sir. 1 thought that everybody was treated outstanding.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Q!JCII’.O‘:III by a member (CAPT Rusk):

Q. You said at one time that you recovered the rafts, and at this time a boat ceme by and
gave you 8 hand with getting them to the fantail of the EVANS. Is thet gight?
A, Yes, oir,
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Q. You then stated, I believe, that you went back {nto the water again sfter & second group

of rafts?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Why did you go back intc the water?

A. Well, the boat shovad off. It was looking for people that were swimming around end in
trouble. Thay knew that neither me or Arrington were hurt. So they shoved off looking for other
survivors in the water.

Questions by the senior member.

Q. Pruden, where did you get the life jacket you said you had on when you went into the water?
A. This 1ife jacket was given to me by PNl Cook, because he knew that myself and Arrington
were going into the water. He took it off and give it to me.

Q. What was the total number of people in the group of signalman under your supervision in

FRANK E. EVANS prior to the collision?
A. Five, sir, not counting myself.

.Q. And what are their rates please?
A. 1 had two 2nd Class Signalmen and thrae seamen.

Q. Were any of the geaman designated strikers?
A, Yes, sir. I had one SMSN and one SMSA.

Q. Would you describe the watch system in effect during Exercise Sea Spirit?

A, We ware on port and starboard watches. Six on and six off. I had & 2nd Class 2and &
seaman in one section and a 2nd Class and & geaman i{n the other section. There was also myself
and a seaman who was on watch from six o'clock in the morning until 2200 or 2300 at night,
depending on the operational load of the signal gang.

Q. You and your seaman who were augmenting the day watches would secure only i{f the traffic
load would permit. Is that correct?
A. That ig affirmative, sir.

Q. Was there a great deal of traffic at night?

A. No, sir., There was very little traffic at night. The only place where we had gquite a
bit of night traffic was in Manila. We stood port and starboard watches in there 5 I atood tham
myself. And when signalmen who wanted to go ashore, I let them go ashore and the other people
would augment the wetch. I always had either myself or a 2nd class on watch.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Quegtions by counsel for the board.

Q. Based on your observations of the actions after collision, do you have any comments or
recommendations as to design changes or other matters which would assist in future disasters of
this nature? I'm thinking specifically of the locker that came loose or other things of that
nature, smergency lighting or any other matters.

A. WVell, air, T think all your berthing compartments should have your automatie battle
lanterns actuated {f the ship loses power. 1 know that the Navy is doing avay with the old type
battle lantern now and getting more and more into the automatic battle lantern. Thet is the only
comment that I would have,

Senior Member: The board has no further questions.

Counsal for the board: Petty Officer Pruden, you are informed that you are privileged to make
any further statement eovering the matter which is the subject of the i{nvestigation that has not
been brought out by prior questions which you were asked. Do you have any additional ststements?

A. RNo, sir.

The witnass was duly warned concerning his tastimony snd withdrew from the board room.

Sesman Apprentice Christopher A. Dewey, U. 5. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for
the board, was duly sworn gnd testified as followa.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counssl for the board (CDR Glass):

Q. You have besn caslled as s witnese for this board of investigation that is inquiring into
the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS5 FRANK E, EVANS bacauss it is
understood that you may have evidence which may assist-the board f{n its investigation. Under
United States lav no witness may be compelled to angwer any quastion the answer to which may tend
to {ncriminate him and you may refuse to answer sny such questiens. Do you understand vhat I have
satd?

A. Yes, #ir.

Q. Will you plasse stste your full name and your grade and present organizetion?
A. Christopher A. Deway, Seaman Apprentice, Unitsd States Havy.

L. »
Lkt s e mbi ik wm

506 SR
o R



C

Q. Since when have you been a member of tha U. §. Navy?

A. I Joined September 27th, 1968.

Q. And how long have you been aseigned to USS FRAMK E. EVANS?

A. Since February let, 1969.

Q. And to what'duties are you assigned in that ghip?

A. I was in lgt Divieion, deck force, but I was temporarily mess cooking at the time.

Q. And vhere was your barthing compartment in USS EVANS?
A. It was the 1st Division Berthing Compartment. Up forward of the mess decks and down one

level.

Q. Were you sleeping in that compartment when the collision occurred?
A, Yen, sir.

Q. Are you able to tell us how many men, all together, were in that compartment at the time

of the collision? \
A. Well, I think that there were about 32 in the compartment at the time.

Q. Are you able to tell us how many of those that were there survived the collision?
" A, There vere 6 people from the compartment that gurvived.

Q. Well, what was the firat consequence of the collision which you noticed?

A. Wall, the ship, the forward section, was thrown over on the starboard side. Everyone, 1
Presume, was thrown out of thelr racks and againgt the starboard bulkhesd or against anything
that was in thefr way.

Q. And ¢id you hear any comment from those that were in the compartment as to what had taken
part? - . . L4
1 A. Someone on the port side of the compertment said that they had dropped the anchor, which
wasn't too feasible. Someone else mentioned that we had run sground. Those were about the only
voices that 1 heard down there.

Q. Were you able to get your besrings at that time?
A. At that time, I could not tell where I was. I had no idea of the relationship of where
the hetch was or eny other part of the compartment,

Q. Was there any illumination in the compartment 7
A, Yes, 1 believe there wes. There scemed to be enough light for me to make out one person
down there which would have been impoesible if there had been no 1light on.

Q. From where did that i{llumination come?
A. T think that it was probably the battle lantern over - it was by the hatch to the reefer
deck which was below the ladder.

Q. How did you make your wsy out?

A. 1 was standing on the starboard bulkhead and there was & line going up through a ¢lear
place to the hatch thac scmebody had found. I went atraight up across the...or straight up the
overhead, through a jungle of racks that were laying over the place and hanging from the... -
up top. I went straight up and through the hatch.

Q. Did you see what other persons were able to exit through thst hatch from your compartment?
A. The only other person which I saw and knew had got out of the compartment was SN Vargo, -

Q. How wae it you were able to find the location of this hateh?
A. Someone else had preceded me up there and had found it and called back down to the people
there in the compartment that he had found the hatch, and that he was showing tha way to ft.

9. When you came out of that hatch, what compartment were you in?
A. T was in the passageway near the forward head.

Q. And which direction did you proceed?
A. T proceeded towards the mess decks which was where the general flow of traffic vas going

at that time.

Q. FHow many other people did you see moving at that time?
A. Well, I could see about four other people from where I was in the pRasagewvay.

And was progress easy or difficult?
At that point, it wasn't too difficult. The route was relatively clear of debris.

> AD

Q. But later on was it different?
A. When I reached the mess decks {t was an obstacle course trying to get across there.

Q. What was producing the obstacles?

A. The ship. Being on tha eide thet it was and with the water filling part of the mess deck,
you had to either go across the tables - the table bases were four or five feet apart and you had
to jump from one to the next - or you had to go across the overhead.
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Q. Could you ses how the water was sntering ths compsrtmant?
A. I could not see how it was sntsring. My own personal guess was it was coming from the
starbosrd side through the hatch up near the starboard break and down through the scullery and
- into the mass decks.

Q. Were thers any objects that had coms loose on the mags dacks? :
A. I heard tell thet the rings around the table %ops were coming off bacausa they ware not
screwed down, but I did pnot see it mysslf.

Q. Whaet was the state of {1lumination in the mess dacks?
A. There was a battle lantern on, Just as you entered the Mass dack from lat Division
Compartment, It was on the right hand as you entered the hetch.

Q. When you weare in tha mess deck araa, how many othar sailors did you ses thera?
A. I think there were possibly 6 or 8 other men thers. I can’t be too sure as to the
number,

Q. And were they all heading in the name dirsctiom?
A. They ware all heading towards the "stesm line."

Q. And is that the direetion you went?
A. Yes, sir. It was.

Q. And vhen you got there, whare 21d you go? _
A, 1T went through the "stesm line' and made my way up into the passageway on the port side
of the ship and out through the hatch at the port break.

Q. That brought you out on the main deck, didn't it?

A. Yas, sir, .- . . .

Q. What did you notice about the angle of the main deck to the water when you got out?

A. As far as I could tell, the ship was at a 90 degree angle from what it should have been
at, however, I'm not too sure, I think the ship was starting to roll back over again. Anyway,
the water was starting to come up over the side.

Q. Whan you say roll back over, roll back to port do you mean?
A. Yes, sir. Rolling to port.

)
Q. Were you sble to observe how the bow section was lying, comparing the bow with the stern
part of {it?
A. I do not know the angle that the bow asction wes lying. I did not see the stern section
at all.

Q. Which side of the ship did you go over?
A. T went off the port side and awam straight out from there,

Q. And how long was the bow section afloat after you had left it?
A. I can't be too sure, but I think it was acmevhere between 45 seconds and a minute.

Q. Did you observe what happened to the 6 or 8 pecple whom you saw in the mess decks?

A. No, I didn't. I know that there were three maybe four people on the port aide with me
vhen I went into the water, but I don't know what became of anyone on the mess decke at that
time. I know that two of them did not survive that were down there.

Q. Did you obaarve anything about the behavior of the bow section, before it finally sank?
A. Xs I wvas swimming away from the ship, I can remember seeing the bow saction right itsalf
and then sink stern first.

Q. When you say right itself, you mean go back to port?
A. Yea, sir.

g il

Q. And before it went down stern first, did the bow coma up further?
A. The bow came further out of the water and then went straight down stern first,

Q. How far were you vhen the bow section disappeared?
A. T think I was probably saveral hundred yards away,

Q. Did you feal any suction?
A. TWo, air.

Q. Where d1d you swin to?
A. T swin straight out off ef the port side as far as I theught would be necessary to ascape
the suction. .

Q. And did you come upon soma means of support?
A. As 1 vas svimming out, I heard some pecple calling te me, maybe 75 feet further out., 1
swam out to them and hung on the wooden bridge deek plates that they ware already on.

Q. Did you recognise any other persons ¢linging to that?
A. Yes, sir. Lieutensnt Nopson, Lieutenant Ramssy and Semman Beughman, one of the lookouts.
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Q. Did you have any conversation with them sbout what had happened?

A. Well, I asked both Lisutenants Hopson and Remsay what had happened, but I got no reply
ag to what had happened from them. Lieutenant Hopson just kept - he was very shocked and he
kept seying, "Oh my Cod."

Q. Did Mr. Ramaey say anything?
A. Mr. Rsmsey didn't say anything the whole time we were in the water that I remember.

Q. Did you make any observation about Mr. Ramsey's appearance snd behavior?
A. He seemed very quiet and subdued. He seemed to be in a state of shock, but I ecouldn't
really tell for sure.

Q. Could you give us an estimate of the rate at which the Mess Deck Compartment was filling?

A. By the time I reached the mess decks, the water had already come up to within a foot or
so of the hatch. The hatch {8 located at about mid-way between the two bulkheads and as I left
it, I'm sure it was up several feet more. I don't know exactly how mueh further though.

Q. Had the water, by‘then, started spilling into the berthing compartment from which you
had come?
A, 1 really don't know. T didn't look arocund to see if 1t was poing {n there.

Q. On the basis of your experience, have you any suggestions how any items of gear on the
ship might be differently designed to secure them in position in an event of this kind?
A. No, sir. I have no suggestions of that nature,

Q. Can you tell us where your rack was locatad in relation to the hatch through which you

escaped? )
A. As you come down to 1at Division, you come down to the bottom of the ladder. My rack
is directly to your right on the top, located about 4 feet away from the hateh as it normally

aits, h .

Q. What wss your position {n relstion to the hatch after you had been throwm from your rack?
A, Afterwards I was on the starboard bulkhead. I was laying there and it was directly
dovn from the hateh.

Q. And how far?
A. Approximately 8 feet,

)
Senior Member: The board has no questions.

Counsel for the board: Seaman Apprentice Dewey, you have the privilege to make any further
statement you wish to mske covering any subject under investigation that has not been brought
out by questions to date and which you wish to place on record. Do you wish to say anything
further?

A. No, sir.

The witness waz duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Robert A. Codemo, Radarman Sesman, U. §. Navy, was called as a witneas for the board, was
duly sworn and testified as follows.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Seaman Codemo, you have been called ag a witness for this board of investigation whieh
i# inquiring into the e¢ircumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E.
EVANS becsuse it is understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in its
investigation. Under United States law no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the
answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to answer any such question. Do
you understand wvhat I have said?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you state your name, your grade and pfeunt organization?
A. Robert Allen Codemo, Radarman Seaman, USS FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. And how long have you been in the Navy?
A. One year and nine montha.

Q. And of that one year and nine months, how long have you been aboard EVANS?
A. Approximately four months.

Q. And what ship were you assigned to prior to that time?

A. USS PREBLE (DLG-15).

Q. And did you serve in the aams rate on board the PREBLE?
A, Yes, I did,

Q

A

To what division were you assigned sboard tha PRANK E. EVANS?
OI Division, Operations, Intelligence.
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Q. And where would your normal duties be in thet Division?
A. In Combat Information Center.

Q. And to vhat sleeping compartment wvers you assigned?
A. I don't know the compartment mumber. It wes Of Divigion Coxpartment. It was up forward,
under the mess decks. :

Q. 4And is thet just aft of the First Division Compartment?
A. Yes, sir. It {a.

Q. And can you tell,us, approximstaly, how many men mare in that compartnant.at the time
of the collision?
A, 21,

And do you know of that oumber, approximately how many survived the collision?
I believe it's 10.

>0

And were you asleep in that compartmsnt at the time of the collision?
Yan, I was.

What was tha first notice you had of the collipion?
The noise and being thrown out of my rack.

s ?_D >0

Where is your bunk located?
Right under the ladder - right by the hatch.

And vhere were you thrown?!
I don't know.

Do you know where you anded up?
No, I don't,

> 0 >0 >
. .

And vhat was the state of the lighting of the compartment immediately after tha collision?
Well, from what I eaw it was pitch black. I saw no battle lanterns.

Could you recognize anyone at that tima?
1 sav one paracn that I recognized his face.

What was the source of the 11limination that allowed you to recognize his face?
He was about six inches away from ma I guess. I Just made it out in the dark.

.

>0 >0 >0

Q. Do you know 1if there wera any battle lanterns of the automatically actuated type in your

compartmant?
A. Yas, oir. There were I beliave 3 or &,

Q. And did you see any of them come on? .
A. 1 didn'c see any of them.

Q. After you were thrown from your bunk, what was tha next thing you Temember?
A. Tha person that I recognized.,.Somebody yalled out, "What happensd," and he paid he
thought we had run aground. He said, "let's get out of here.” .

Q. Do you remember who that was?
A. Yes.

Q. Who was it?
A. It wvap George Laliberte, our first cless. I started following people...I wasn't the
first one out, I waa probably in the middls. I started following people and climbing over tables

ard chairs....

Q. How did you get out to the hatch in your compartment?
A. T can't honestly say. It was Just confusiom.

Q. When you got to the hatch, what compartment did that lead you into?
A. The mess decks - the place whare you eat.

Q. 4And at the tima you got into the mess dacks, wes thars any 1{1lumination in that compsrtment?
A. T sav one battle lantern in the corner om tha sterboard side which was down and it wae

under water.

Q. And ean you recall what the leval of the water was at the time you got into the mess decks?
A. I'd aay {t 3 to 4 faet. You could heaw L&. It was pouring in there real fast.

Q. . Do you know what the source of the vatar was - where it was coming from?
A. T could give a good guess, but I cen't honestly say. -

Q. And when you got into the mass decks, what was the sftuation thers? Did you recognize

any othar people?
A. No, I didn't recognise anybody I just...Mest of the tsbles were still intact and turned
sidevays. I heard pacple, you know...Well, there was & Suy up thers yalling, "This way, this

way."
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Q. And where was he yelling frem?

A. The hatch.

Q. Which hatch?

A. I don't know the mmber of 1t. It lesds right out by the wardroom vhere the tess line fs.
Q. Would that ba the one that leads from the wardroom srea down into the steam table area?
A, Yes. '
Q. And at this time, where were you, when you heard this yalling?

A. T was somevhere in the mess deck, about halfway through.

Q. And vhere was Laliberte at this time!

A. I don't know. I saw him and he was climbing with everybody slse. I don't know.

Q. Did you observe any sction taken by Laliberte about this time?

A. No,

Q. Fow did you manage to get from the hatch tn your living compartment over to tha steam

table ares?
A. T climbed through the mass decks.

Q. Were you using the &ables?
A, The tables, mostly, and chairs.

Q. And was there muich gear strewn around in the meas decks and tha "gteam line" area?
A. Yes, it was a shambles, It was all massed up.

Q. What type of gear? - . e

4. All the "stesn line" aquipment there had coms off and was laying sll over the place and...,
Q

A

. Trays?
- T can't say I saw any trays.

Q. Do you know how many men were in the mess deck area at sbout the time you were going
through?t
A. I'd quy sbout 10 were climbing up through there.

Q. And after you get over into the area of the staam tables, what did you do?
A. I climbed - I was just following the guy in front of ma and guy behind me was following

- Do you know who you were following?
. No,
- Do you know who it was earlier thst told you the direction of the hatch?
+ Besman Petty.

Q
A
Q
A
Q. And did you see Petty after that time!?
A. Wag, I 4id,

Q. And vhare did you sse hin?

A. He was holding open what was left of the hatch, which enabled evaryone vho got out to get
out.

Q. I sse. And do you know how long he held this batch open? .
A. He got it open. I'd say he hald 1t about a minuts until the ship started to go dowvm ~ the
forwvard part, )

Q. Do you have mny knowledge whather he originally opaned it or was it already opened?

A. No, it would have been closed because ve vars st darken ship. Well, the whole hatch wasn't
there. Part of it was there and part of it was gona. There was sc much confusion, I didn't
recognize too many detsile about it. Ris head was split open and he was...I learned that ha was
on the bridge and he had swm back onte the ship after the collision and opensd the hatch,

Q. After you went through the hatch, where did yeu find yoursalf?
A. Well, T vas standing on tha port side which was horizentsl.

Q. Oould you Sell at what sngle tha ship was lying at in the watar at the time?

A. I would say at an angle of about,..Well this 1s nermal and I'd say about like this
{indicating with a book the usual angle of the deck and the agle at which he wap standing upon
coming out of the hatch). i

Q. -Would you say about 8C dagrees?
A. About that, 75 to 30 degress.

Q. And thst was on the starboard side!?
A, It was laying on its starbosrd side, pore side wp.
qQ.

When you got to the main deek, I belisve you saild you ware standing on the port side.

That would have been the bulkhesd normally?
A. That would have Dasa the dulthesd adrmally.
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Q. And what did you do from that peint?

A. Well, I looked around and T askad somsbody, I don't kmow who, and Petty said we hit the
carrier. I guess about 5 saconds later somsbody yelled out...Well, you could hear steam hissing wp
out of the water where we were cut off and you could feel it sinking slowly. Somsbody yelled for

. everybody to jump in the water becsuss she was going down. 8o I jumped in the water and started
swimming.

Q. How far awvay do you think you swam befors it sank?
- A. Approximately 50 to 75 yards.

Q. And did you feel any suction at that distance?
A. No. I swam out and I turnsd over on my beck to lay horizontal. The thought hed entared

my mind - the suction.

Q. Did you observe Seaman Petty after you got on'the main deck, as to vhat he wvas doing?
A. Be vas laying there on his back with his...Hk was holding the hatch opan.

Q. Did you observe him lsave the ship?
A. No, I did not.

. Q. How were you rescued after you got swvay from the ship?
" "A. By motor vhale boat from the MELBOURNE,

Q. How leng do you estimate it was before you ware pickad up? .
A. It couldn't have been more than five minutes. I wvas the first one thay pickad up in that
boat.

Q. And hsd you been hanging on to anything prior to this?

A. FRo. T was trying to find something, but I...There was vary littla debris that I sav in
the water. I sow later, after we wers pleking psople out of the wvater, there was & lot of people
hanging onto debris, but I didn't see any.

Q. Going back to the time of the initial collisfon, did you notice the behavior of the
people in tha compertment?
A. Yeas.

Q. What was that behavior?
A. Quicl reaction and I saw no panic at all.

Q. Did the people seem to ansist each other?
A. Yes, it was pretty good. Somebody would find a way up snd ha would yell, "This way,"
and turn arvund and the next guy would hear and yell, "This way," and it vas like a chain.

Q. Did any of the men have their own flash lights that thay used?
A. No, there was no time to go into anybody's lockar. )

Q. 1Is thare anybody that you believe is deserving of special mention as asaisting greatly in
the resuce or in the avacuation of the ship?

A. As far es the evacuation of the ship, I'd have to say Seaman Petty. From vhat I sav, it
did heppen fast, but from what I saw and how dark it wag, I don't baliave 1f he hadn't opened {t
up and kept screaming for everybody to get out that anybody would have gottsn out of thare.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by tha senior mamber:

Q. When you went through tha mess line compartment, did you have any distinct recollection
if there was any lighting in there at all or not?

A. There was no lighting at all. I only saw the one light &he whole time I was in the ship
and it was under water and it vas a battle lantern.

Q. And vhere was it?
A. On tha starboard side of the mass decks which was down. The vater was coming in thare

somavhere.

Q. You want from the hatch leading into the wess hall, which is approximately om the center
line I believe, to the mass lina compartment. Was the door that separates the maes line compart-
mant from the mess decks open or clesed?

A. Idon't kmmow. It may have bean closed and somebody opaned {t, but it wes opsn whan I
vant through. I don't know if at the time of collieiom if it was or not.

Q. TImmediately following the collision in your own berthing compartment, you said you
recognized Laliberte.
A, Yas, air.

Q. -dnd as I understood you, you said you recognised him by his faes.

A. Yes, pir. FHe sleeps right over thers in the same corner that I do and I guess after the
collision wa both ended up on top of sach other.
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Q. Also, if I understeood you, it was pitch black in thers?
A. Yas, sir. It was, but he was 20 close. I'd say he was about this far sway (iodieating
with his hands & distance of about & inches), and I just ssv his face.

Q. Dossn't that mean that there has to be soms illumination, hewsver faint, to recognise

the face?
A, I don't know,

Q. Is it possible that you recognired him from his voice?
A, Well, T recognized his voice, but I did recognise his face.

Neithar counsel nor the board had any further questions for the witnass.

Counsel for the board: Radarman Seaman Codemo you have the privilege to make any further
statement you wish to make covering any subject under investigation that has not been brought
out by questions today, and which you wish to place on record. Do you wish to say anything?

A. 1'd just like to say that the rescue operations of tha MELBOURNE were ocutstanding.

The witness was duly warnad concerniog his testimony, and withdrew from the board room.

- Senior Member: The board will recess until 1330,

The board recessed at 1155 hours, 26 June 1969,
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The board opened at 1350 hours, 26 Ame 1969,
All persons connected with the bosrd, who wers present when the board recessed wers again present.

Counsel for the board: This 1s an open hearing and anyone who ny be a witness should at this
time withdrav from the board roow.

Machinist's Mate Sacond Class John B, Backinger, U.5. Navy, was called as a witness by counssl
for the board, was sworn, and exanined as follows:

Counsel for the board: Machinist's Mate Backinger, you have besn called as a witness for this
board of investigation which is inquiring into the circumstemces surrounding the collision of HMAS
MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS , because {t 1s understood that you have gvidence which nay assist
the board in its investigation. Under United States lav, no witness may be compelled to answer amy
quastion, the answer to which may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuss to snswer any such
question.” Do you understand that?

M4 Backinger: Yes, I do.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE BOARD
Questions by coumsel for the board:

Q. Would you state your name, your grade and your present orgsnigation? )
A. My name is John Backinger, Machinist's Mate Second Class, USS FRANK E, EVANS .

Q. How long have you been in the Ravy?
A. TFive years - in about two weeks it will be five yoars.

Q. How long have you been assigned to USS PRANK E. EVANS?
A. Since the early part of March.

Q. Of 196917
A. 1969, Yas, sir.

Q. What has been your Navy experisnca prior to joining EVANS in Mareh?
A. I'm qualified as a Nuclear Power Machinist's Mate, I've been to Sub Bchool, qualified on

submarines, \ t

Q. You served on submarines primarily prior to coming to EVANS?
A. Yes, I have.

Q. To what division wers you assigned on board FPRANK E. EVANS?
A, "M Division.

Q. What are your principal duties in the "M" Division?
A. I vas second in command of the engine room you could say.

Q. Which angine room?
A. Foruard Engine Room, sir.

Q. To what berthing compartment wers you assigned on board BVANS?
A. "M" Division compartment.

Q. Do you recall the compartment number?
A. 1 sure don't,

Q. Is that in the after ssctiom of the ship?
A, Yes, oir. It is.

Q. On the early morning of the 3rd of Jme vhen the collision occurred, where wars you located?
A. I was slesping in the berthing compartment.

Q. What was the first indication you hed that the collision was eitber about to occur or hed

occurrad?
A, The first indication I had was when it did occur.

Q. How did you feel 1it?
A. 1 vas almost knocksd out of reck - just happened to hold on, That's all I eould do.

Q. Where is your bunk located in the compertment?
A.- Fairly near the hatch, as you coms down the ladder it is on the lefthend aide.

Q. After you were almost imocked from your bunk what did you do?
A, Well, after the first initial roll, which was a starboard roll, 1 got out of wy reck, pro-

ceadad to the ladder and went topside.

Q. Did you get dressad befors going topaide?
A No, I did not, !

Q. What was the state of the {llumination 1n your compartment after the collisfon?
A, Almost totally dark.
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Q. To your imowledge wera there any battle lanterns burning?
A, I wouldn't swear that thers wasn't, but I didn't notiecs amy, -

Q. Could you ses any light at all in the compartment?
A, Wo, I didn't,

Q. Do you know {f the compartment in which you live has sutomatically actusted battle lanterns?
A, Yas, it does.

Q. Do you know how many?
A, No, I do mot.

Q. At least one?
A. At least ona.

Q. Did you observe or hear the reactions of other personnel in the compartment when the collisfon
ococurred ! .

A, A8 {t was to be axpectsd, it was like a maes yuaction, sverybody yalling, 'Gat out of the
coupartment”, 'Gat out of the compartment." Most peopls conducted themselvaes in an orderly manner
and procesdad through the hatch out of the compartment.

Q. That mass reaction was only womantary do I understand?
A. 1 would say, yes, momantary.

Q. Was the procession out of the compartment in sn orderly manner?
A. A8 orderly as could be sxpscted,

Q. Wwhare did the people go vhen they left the cqupnrfmt?
A. 1 can't speak for other pecple, but 1 heeded directly for Main Control. This is wy Ceneral
Quarters Station, )

Q. How were you clothed et the time?
A. Im wmy skivie shorts, omly,.

Q. What 44d you find wvhen you went forward toward the engine room?
A. Wall, as I proceeded forward I noticed there was water ou the deck.

’
Q. What was your routa going forward?
A. Well, there is only one passagevay forvard in the inner part of the ship.

Q. 1Is that the port intarior passageway?
A. That's affirmative. As I walked forward, ran forward almost, 1 ncticed water on the ’
dack like I said. There was practically no light at all. You had to feel your way most of tbe way.

Q. Was there steam in the passageway?
A. Ye», sir, There was.

Q. Did you notice any battle lanterns ou in the passagewvay?
A. At the time, sir, no I didn'e.

Q. Was thers eny {llumination at all that you could ses? ‘
A. Well, thers must hava been soma but I didn’t notice wvhere it was coming from, I was in =

hurry to get vhars I wes going.

Q. You may procesd from vhen I intarrupted you.
A, Like I said, I was in a hurry to get vhere 1 was going so I didn't really pay much attention
to vhars the light was coming from, 1if there was any at all.

Q. What did you find when you went to the forward part of the passagevay.

A, Wall, on my way forward I only made one brief stop on tha way., One of the cutboard hatches
was open and 1 fust looked out snd I seen a ship there. I have né idea vhat kind of ship it was.
1 then procesded forward to Main Comtrel, When I got to Main Control, there was total darkness up
there also. I lookad down the hatch and, of courss, that was totally dardl also, but you could sbd
watar, at least I thought I sew water. How deep it was I couldn’t say for sure, I'd say maybe four
or five feat from the hateh.

Q. Did you ses sny personnel at that point that you recognized?
A. Ars you referring to by the hatch.

Q. In the vicinity of Main Control?
A. Well, vhen I got to Main Control they wers in the process of pulling Peters through the out-

board hatch.

Q. Who was pulling Peters through tha outboard hatch?
A. I can say ouly oune person for sure and I'm not really positive of that. 1 believa it was

Mulitsch, Pireman Mulitsch.

Q. Did you ses Pageock in the vicinity?
A. 1 did oot,

Q. Do vou recall anyone else in that {mmediate vicinity?
A. In the vicinity of the hateh, no.
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Q. WVere there any remaining pecple in tha forward emeins room at that time, after Paters was
pulled out?
A. To tha bast of my kmowladee, no,

Q. Did you see Llnckwood emerse from the hatch?
A. I éid nor,

Q. Do you know whare the water had come from that was in the passagemay?
A. 1 sure don't kmow,

112. You said that you looked out an open dooy and saw a ship, how was the ship lighted, could you
te

A. There was no wey of telling how the ship was lighted because the ship was sitting ripht next
to our ship ant all you could ses was the ship. You couldn't svan see the main deck.

Q. You waw the side of the ship?
A. The sida of the ship, yes, eir.

Q. After Peters was pulled throuch the hatch what action was taken as to himt
A. Ee vas pulled by his arms through the outboard hatch to the outside passagevay on the
starboard side. He was laid face down, because he was badly burnad. 50 he was scresming "lst
g0 of wy arms,” "“Lat go of my arms,"” Ws got a stretcher, we placad him in the stratcher face dowm
again then realized that we had to turn hin over, but he turned himself ovar, Ha wasn't so badly
that hs couldn't turn himself over, he just didn't want nobody to touch his srws.

Q. Where was he taken then?
A. After we hed him secursd in the stretcher, wyself and two other pecple caxriad him to the
fantail.

Q. When did you first notice that the forward part of the ship was missing?

A, I would like to say that I aouc.d it vhen I looked through the Main Contrel hatch, but I
can't truthfully say that I did, I should have, I supposa, because it was only fowr or five femt
forwvard of thera. The first time I actually noticed it was when I stepped out on the sterboard sids,
outside. I looked forvard and noticed thers wvas no wore ship forwvard.

Q. At the tima you removed Peters to the fentail, do you recall whers Lockwood was?

A, When Peters was draggped out of the hatch I saw two other guys that wars oo watch in the
Forward Engine Room at the tims of the collision., Lockwood was directly to my right. He vas
standing next to the railing there.

Q- Was he .1
A. Well, he complained of baing but he wvas on his feat, you know, and he started yalling
and we calmed him down. But it didn't seem at the time that he was as bad a8 Puters, so wva

took care of Peters first. The only other one I remember sessing there, that I could rsally swear
on, is Mulitech.

Q. Did you ses Chief Macaysan at sny time?
A. No, I did not see Chief Macayan at all.

h. After you helpsd carry Petty Officer Paters to the fentail, what further action did you

A. Well, vhen we ware still up thers with Peters, I made sure that everbody had bsen out of the
Yorward Engine Room, Mulitech informed me of this, that everbody indeed was ocut of the Forward
Engine Room, BSo wvhen wa carrisd Psters back, thers was not much else wa could do I guses. We just .
formed a line and stertad going on board the MELBOURNE,

Q. Did fou notice who was in charge on the fantail?
A, Thers was a couple, vhen I say acupla, maybe two, thres, I dom't mow the mumbsr. But thers

ware officers there which one or who was in charge I den't remsmber.

Q. Were things in a fairly orderly condition on the fantail?

A, Yes, they were, suprisingly.

Q. How did you leavs the FRANK E, EVARS?

A. We procesded up the ladder to the helo deck and then up one more ledder to enother. I dom't
kmow the name of the deck,

Q. Tha ECM deck?

A. Yas, I think that was it. And from there we climbed on a rops ledder on board the MELBOURNE,
with their assistancae,

Q. Cm :‘ estimats how long it wvas from the time of the colleion until the tims you went on

board the MELBOURNE?
A. I completly lost track of tima,

Q. DBased on your observations of psrsomnel, are there any perscnnal that you balisve ere

dessrving of spscial mention in connection with this disaster?
A. I would like to bring up the name of Mulitsch, Fireman Mulitech.

Q. What actions did you observe him taking?
A. The only ona that I can say that I observed myeslf was helping to pull Paters out., But it

1s my understanding that he alsc helped two other people out of the hols,
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Comnsel for the board: Counsel have no further questions for this witmass, eir.
EXAMINATIOR BY THE BOARD
Quastions by the senior member:

Q. Backinger, in the short time that you have been on board FRANK B, EVANE, have you obsarved the
Peactices in effect in the Forward Engine Room for emsuriag the sccuracy of the clock om the throttls board?
A. I could sxy, yes, I have obsarved them, sir,

Q. What have you obsarved?
A, I would say that they were fairly accurate. The Quartermasters was down quite frequemtly
to change the clock and maks surs that it wvas accuratas.

Q. Fow frequently?
A: T would be gusssing {f I tried to name sonw period of time, I weuld fayt say frequemtly,

Q. Was a record kept of the erTore found in the cddek?
A, Mot to my knowledge.

Q. There is no record kept in the engine room?
A. No, no record was kept in the engine TOOY,

Q. Where ware 1ifs jackete for the Forvard Engine Room General Quarters crew stowed?
A, The 1life jackats for the Forward Engine Room were stowsd on the port side forwaxzd.

Q. In the sngine room?
A. In the engine room,

Q. How many ware thare?
A. The exsct mmber I wouldn't know,

Q. Was it equal to or grester then the number of men that wers assigned to tha forward engine
Toom in general quarters? .. .
A. Yee, I would say that's affirmative. T ) .

Senior Member: The board has no further questions for this witness,.

Counsel for the board: Petty Officer Backinger, at this tims you eare privileged to maks any
other statement concerning anything relating to the sub Ject of the investigation that you think
should be a matter of record in cennaction therewith, that has not bean brought out by the pravious
questions that you have baen askad, Would you 1liks to add anything to what you have said?

)
W2 Backinger: I would 1like to add that I would like to commend the MELBOTRNE for their
assistance in the rescus of personnel off the EVANS.

The witness was warned concerning his testimony, was axcused and withdrew from tha board roowm.

"Rlectrisn's Mate Third Class Charles N, Prey, U.S. Navy, was callad as a witness by counsal for
the board, was sworn, end examined as follows:

Counsel for tha board: (CIR Glass): You have been called as & witnass for this board ef inves-
tigation which is inquiring into the circumstances Surrounding the collision &f HMAS MELBOURNE and
USS FRANK E, EVANS, because it {s undarstood that you have evidence which sy assist the board in
its investigation. Under United States lav, no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the
answar to vhich may tend to ineriminate hin, and you may refuse to answer any such question. Do you
mderstand those two matters I heve mantioned?

A, Yes, sir,

mmmunmmnmmmm
Questions by eoﬁnnl for the board (CDR Gless):

Q. What is your full namas?
A. Charles N. Prey, sir.

Q. And your rank?
A. Electricisn's Mate Third Class.

Q. Are you aseigned te the USS FRANY E. EVARS ?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. 68ince vhat date heve you been eo essigned?
A. From Jme 3rd 1968,

Q. To vhat duties have you been essigned?
A. As an Rlectricien's Mate on boaxd,

G. At the time of the collision were you.ou wetch or in your compartment ?
A. I was sleeping back in "R" Division compartment, sir.
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Q. Which is your berthing compartment?
A, C=203.L.

Q. And whers is that situated, in the forward or after part of the ship?
- A. That is in the after section of tha ship, air.

Q. What was the first indication you received of the collision?
A. Well, T was thrown from my rack into the rack that is Baxt to me. I didn't imow what hed
- happened.

Q. Vhere is your bunk located in relation to the nearest hatchway?
A. It is almost on the centerline of the compartment .,

Q. What distance form the ladder?
A. About 20 foot, sir,

Q. Did you hear any comments made ir your compartment ?
A, The only comments that wera mada after I was svakened was to go to onr General Quarters atations.
I didn’t hear anything on what had havpened to tha ship or anything to that effect.

Q. What was the state of illumination in your compartment?
A. Well, thera is one battle lantern and thet was the only illumination at the time.

Q. One was burning. How many are provided in your compartment?
A. I believe there is ons relay tvpe battls lantern and cne manual typs battle lantern.

Q. Ware you able with that one battle lantern to ses about you?
A: Yes, #ir. I was.

Q. Which ona was burning, tha relav or the menual?
A. The relay tvps, sir,

0. Wwhat did you do?

A, Well, as poon as 1 wae avakemed I heard after diesel start up and that is wv Condition Thres
Station, sftar diesal, So I went over there to sae if the diessl was inoperaive or if we could feed
power to the ship,.. A Second Class Electrician and myself want over thers and we couldn't get power
past, to the after switchboard. It was grounded out, sir. -

Q. It wvas vhat?
A. Grounded out, sir. We couldn't feed any power past that switchboard,

Q. Where did you go from there?

A, I went to my Cenaral Quarters station, or was on my way to uy Garneral Quarters Station....
'

Q. Where is your General Quarters station?

A. That {s Repair 2 and it is up on the mess decks.

Q. How far did you get in that direction?
As 1 got to about midships before I realized that there was no more forward part of the ship.

Q.- Were you on the port or starboard side going forward?
A. Starboard side,

Q. Did you see anything there on the starboard sids midships, in relation to boats?
A. No, sir, I didn'ce,

Q. Did you sea & wotorboat?
A, 1 saw s motor vhalaboat thet was hanging frow ona of the boat davits, vertical at the time.

Q. Did you see any other men in that arsa?
A, Yar, sir. There wvere a fow other man coming out of Main Control outboard hatch. They were
trying to assist some men that wers down inside the enginsroom,

Q. Can you idemtify those men?
A. I can't really say who thay were, sir. Just peocple out of the fireroom and engineroom.

Q. Did you see Chief Macayan there?
A. I passed Chief Macayan as 1 was going forward, He was on his way back towards the fantail.

Q. Uhat did you notice about him?
A, I noticed that he was burned very badly.

Q. Who else did you ses ot that time?
A. I sav a Fireman named Baughmen, He was also walking back towarde the fantail.

Q. Where did you see him coms from?
A. Right at the cutboard hatch of main eostrol,

« Did you see anyone elsa? )
2. I noticed Petars, a Third Class Machinist's Mate. He just crawvled out of the hatch....
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Q. BRe did vhat out of the hatch?
A. Cravled out of the hatch, pulled himself out of the hatch, Hs vas lying on the deck and he
couldn't wmove,

Q. Was thers no one there to help him out of the hatch?
A. I don't know {f somebody halped him out of the hatch or not, sir. When I got up thers he
vas lying on the deck right next te the outboard hatch,

Q. What condition wia he in?
A. Sesaed to be in . state of shock, air, »

Q. Did you ses that he had '
A, Yes, air,

Q. What help did he receive?

A. Well, when I got up thera 1 got him away from the outboard hatch of the ship and hed him move
hinself, wa couldn't teuch him, So he moved away of crawled away as far as wa could get him. Then 1
ordered somebody to get a stretcher and we put him into the stratcher and two other men, I can't
identify them both, thay carried him back to the fantail for evacuation.

Q. You say that you don't know who they ware?
A, 1 can {dmtify one man,

Q. Who was that?
A. That wvas Puchs, Fiveam,

Q. Did you do anything about checking the conditiom in the main control coapartment ?
A. What do you mean?

Q. Looking in to see if there was anyone thers? ~ . .
A. Yes, sir. I wvent in the midships passageway and ripped a battle lantern off ¢he bulkhead.
I shone in down into main control to sas if thers was anybody alse down there.

Q. What sort of battle lantern was that one?
A. That wvas a relay type battle lantern.

Q. And that vas working properly, wvas it?
A, l’u.‘ur.

Q. Did you see snyone in that compartment?
A, No, 1 didn't.

Q. What was the next thing you did?
A. Then I proceedad to go aft to After Fireroom, When I got to the inboard hatch of After Fire-

room I ran into Puchs again.

Q. What was the condition of that passageway with regard to water?
A. There was about two inches of water on the deck.

Q. Could you see vhere it was coming from?
A. No, sir, I didn'e.

Q. Whe you ran into Fuchs again what did you and he discusa?

A. Well, he thought he haard someone knocking down in After Firercom and he said he wanted to go
down into the compartment to check it out, and there was stesm coming out of the hatch. I was a
littls reluctant at first, but I grabbaed a portable flood light and we both went down into After

Fireroom.

Q. What wvas the state of the water level therae?
A. It didn't seem unusual down in the fireroom itself. I 4idn't notice any lsaks, well, wa

veren’'t looking for leaks, We were looking for the person that hs thought was knozcking .

Q. Did you find enyone? A
A. No, sir, We didn't, We came to the ¢onclusion that it wvas & stesn lins that had been cooled

by water or something like that,

Q. Did you then leave that area?
A. After we searched about as long as we could, vhich was about two minutes, we left the compart-

ment ed sealed off the hatches, secured the outboard and the inboard hatches.

Q. Did you go somevhere from there?
A. Then we went to, back to After Engine Roowm,

Q. With vhat particular purpose?
A, Just to chack to see there wars any pecpla left down in thars that might be injured.

Q. And did you find anyone there?
A. No, sir, We didn't.

Q. Did you secure the hatches of that space after lesving?
A. Yas, sir, Ve came up the ladder and I escured the inboard hatch., 1 believe the putboard

hatch was already sscured,
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Q. You told us that you used a battle lamtern to illuminate the Forward Engineroom. From
vhere had you taken that battle lantern? ]
A. It was in the midships passageway, right outsige the ship's offics,

Q. And vhen you finished using it 4id you replace it?
A, Fo, somebody else asked ma 1if they could have the light. I can't remesber who it was.

Q. Did you give it to him?
A. Yes, sir. I did.

Q. Did you know why he wanted it?
A, No, sir, I dom't

Q. Where was it that you gave it to him?
A. This is by the inboard hatch of Msin Control.

Q. How many different kinds of battle lanterns were thare on board P, E. EVANS?
A. Ve have & hand type battle lantern and a relay type battle lantern.

Q. Would you ba able to describe how each one works?
A. The relay type battle lantern is connected into the power circuit and when you lose the load,
lose powsr to that ecircuit, the relay closes - closas the contacts and the light will come om,

Q. And the other?
A. It is a hand type and it is operated by toggle switch,

Q. By a toggle switch?
A. Yar, sir.

Q. Which oparates batteries?
A. Yes, siv, .. .

Q. Where is the after emergency diesel in relation to your barthing cowpartment ?
A. After diesel {s on the other side of our compartment, I believa it {s C 201 or 202 E.

Q. For what reason did you go there before proceeding to your General Quarters station?
A. Becsuse I heard the diesels start up, and I didn't know if syone was thare of not,

Q. Was it part of your duties te attand to that diesel engine or not?
A. Not dtur:ln- General Quarters, sir. But it is part of the Electrician’a Job when a diesel is
started.

Q. Is there one type of relay operated lantern or move than one?
A, 1 believe ther i{s only ons type of relay.

Q. You lmow of only one - the one you just described?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. How is power provided to thoss relay oparated battle lanterna?
As. They are tied into this lighting circuit, to one side of the lighting circuit. There is always
power to one side of it.

Q. Wwhen the main powsr ie off, how are they illuminated?
A. That closss a contact inside the relay.

Q. What powers it, a battery?
A. It ia battery operated. Yes, sir.

Q. After leavine the After Enginerocom, sscurina the hatches, where did you go?

A. T tried to go back to my berthing compartment to get wv wallet end shirt. There was a first
Class IC man and he wouldn't lat nobody down into the compartment., They were checking compartments
and he secured it. He secured the compartments so that no othar peraocnnel could go down thers. They
didn't lovow if the ship was going to sink or what. They wouldn't let no ons down thers.

Q. Being unable to go to yrur cowpartment, where did you go?
A. I went onto the fantail,

Q. How many men did you find there?
A. Thers weres about 40 men out on the fantail waiting to be evacuated onto the carrier.

Q. Who was in charge nf them?
A, I believe it was Mr. Hiltz, sir, or Mr. Ruhr.

Q. BRow did you get from the fantail on hoard MELBOURNE?

A. They ordared us to climb up on the helo deck and then up to the ECM 2 deck. And thers were
life nets on the flight deck of the carrier. It was just sbout parallel with the ECM 2 deck and we
¢limbed vight on board the carrier.

Q. And how long after you reached the fantail was it before you boarded MELBOUREE?
A, It was about four or five minutes, sir.
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Did you see any liferafts in the water near the fantail?

There were three or four rafts floating off from the ship at che tima, but they waren't
One man on the fantail jumped into the water to bring the rafts to the ship since theras

1line attached to them,

Do you know who that was?
No, sir, I don't,

Do you know vhose tafts they were, yours or MELBOURNE's?
I don't kmow that aither, sir,

Ware they fully inflated?
Yas, eir. They ware.

I asked whether there was an orderly situation on the fantail and you said there was. What

was the position with regard toe your berthing compartment?

A.

At first, nobody really knew what happened and you couldn't see toc wall down thers. That

was the only real problem there was = to kesp from ¥umping into each other and jumping out of our
racks on top of somebody,

Q. How many men wvere in the compartment?

A. I would say about 30 men, »ir.

Q. Md my particular person take control of the situation?

A. I can't say for sure., Bafore I left for wy Gensral Quarters stnl::lon. I cm't uy. )

Q. When you came back from your General Quarters station, did you ase who was in charge in your
compartment 7 .

A. Yes, sir. It was a First Class IC man, named Parkins, He was taking charge of the compartment.

Q. Did everthing then seem to be under control? )

A, Yes, sir. It did.

Q. You told us sarlier about the emergency switchboard, do you recall?

A. Yaa, sir,

Q. 'Hha.l: gave you to understand that the ER switchboard was grounded out?

A, We jus: figured that at first, because we couldn't feed back anywhere, just opened our breakers
on the emergency diesel. I meen, this is what I have bsen told, that it opansd the circuit breakers
and we figured that it was a ground.

Q. When you looked down in the Porward Engineroom, wara you able to ses the ladder which led into
that space?

A. Is that on the inboard or outboard hatch, eir,

Q. Well either?

A, The outboard hatch you could see the ladder or four foot of the top of the ladder. The rast

was flooded. On the inboard hatch the ladder was sheared off,

Q. How far below the lavel of the hatch was the water?

A. I would say approximataly four feat, eir,

Q. Could you tall how the water was coming into the ship?

A. No, sir, We couldn't,

Q. Is thers eny person who, in your opinion, shoud be mentioned for outatanding performance?

A, Right now, sir, I think the vhola ship should, There was no panic. If snyonme, I think the
whole ship,

Counsel for the board: Counsel have no further queations, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q.

Frey, vhen you wvemt into the Emergency Diessl Room did you notice the position of the suto-

matic bus transfer?

AI

Q-
A
Larass,

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

No, sir, I didn't.

You didn't look at {t?
No, wvhen I got into the diesel there was a Second Class Electricisn already over thers,
B2, and I imagine..., I don't know if he told you or not, I didn't see his switchboard,

You didn't look at the switchboard?
I didn't get past the door to after disael.

Was there a light on in there?
I really couldn't say, sir. I hsd a battle lantemn.

Where d4id you get that battle lantern?
Thié battle lanteyn was in "E" Division, It was a manual battle lentern, s hend type battle

lentern,
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Q. That vas in your living compartment?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you took that off the bulkhead bafors you went to the emergemncy diessl room?
A. I found this battle lantern lying on the deck. '

Q. Is that it's normal location?
A. No, sir. It fen't. I don't kmow bow it gotom the dack.

Q. Was it anyvhere near the normal stowage of battls lanterns?
A. Yes, eir. There is stanchion right above the storeroom just below the ladder coming down
dnto our compartment, It is supposed to be cormected to that statd¢hion,

Q. Was this a manual or rslay cperated type?
A. This was a manual tyve battls lanterm.

Q. Wwhat did you do with that sfter you,.. As I understand it, you had it {n your hand vhen you
arrived at the doorway of the Emergency Dissel Room? ]
A. Yas, sir.

Q. Then you turned sway?
A. Well, thara vas & Second Class Electrician and a Second Class Engineman in the diesel.

Q. How wers you able to rscognize them? Did you shine your lantern in there?
A. Yes, sir. I had the light on, : :

Q. Then what did you do?

A. 1 left the battle lantern right thera at the door, Thers was a desk that was inside the
diesel and it was thrown over on its side. 1 laft the battle lantern sitting on top of this desk,
and than I left the compartment, - . . .

Q. Was that the only illuminatfom then in the diesel room?

A. Yas, sir., 1 beliave so.

Q. What were your responsibilities in the ship with respect to servicing of battle lanterns,
if any?
A. Well, the genaral duties of an Electrician - lighting circuits.

Q. Was there sny one of the men in ths electrician's organization that was responsible for the

battle lanterns?
A. That vae the responsibility of the whole division, sir.

Q. Do you happen to kmow how many total battle lanterns of both the relay eperated and the manually
oparated types were on board FRANK E, EVANS bafore she was cut in two?
A. WNo, sir. I can't say how many there vere.

Q. Do you have kmowledge of the maintansance program for thase battle lsnterns?
A. Yes, sir. 1 do,

Q. Would you describe it?
A. Our menthly chacks on the battle lanterns?

Q. Whatever maintenance was performad, Would you describs what is the procedure for checking
them or maintaining them? ' )

A. I believe the battle lanterns are supposed to be checkad once a menth and if necessary change
the batteries in the lanterna. I belisve the last time these battle lanterns changed batteries was
sometime in May, Or as many battle lanterns as we could get to. We didn't have sufficient batteries
to go around to all of them.

Q. Did you change them whether they nesded it or not on a regular schedule, or did you check to
ses vhather they nesded them before you changed the battery? :

A. We chacked to ses if they needed them, If they were dim, I don't know vhat the rate of time
is on them or how long they ars supposed to burn, but if they are dim wve would chanse the batteriss,

Sanior Member: The board has no furthar questions for this witness.

counsel for the board (CDR Glasa): You have a privilegs to naks a further statement covering
snything relatad to the subject matter of the invastigation if you think it should bs a matter of -
record, and has not bean brought out by quastions so far., 1Is there anything you wish to edd?

Witness: Ho, sir. I think I have said all I know that could be of use.
The witness was warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Fireman Aaron C. Fucha, U.5. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was swovn,
and examined as follows:

Comasl for the beard: Fireman Puchs, you have bean called as a witness for this board of inves-
tigation thirh is inquiring into the rircumstances surrounding the enllisinn of NMAS MELBOURNE and
USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is understond that you have evidancae which may asaist the board in

. dts {nvastication., Under United States law, no vitnese wmay ba commalled to answer any question, the
ansver tc vhich may tend te incriminats him, snd you may refuss to answer any such question. Do you
understand what I have said?
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Witness: Yes, sir, Bleed w g
' : AR ".,?;’?f'
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD g 47
Questions by counsel for the boaxrd:

Q. Would you state your full name, grade and pressnt sasignment?
A. M full name is Aaron Charles Puche, I an a Fiyveman and I was on board the USS FRANK E, EVANS,

I was a Machinist's Mate.

Q. How lmg have you been in the Navy?
A. Twn years and seven months,

Q. How lome have you bsen assignad to FRANK E. EVANS?
A. About a yesar and ssven months.

Q. To vhat division are you assigned?
A. "M" Division,.

Q. What are your principal duties in the "M" Division?
. A+ 1 worked In After Enginerocom as a Machinist's Mate,

Q. To +hat cempartmsnt were you assigned for berthing?
A, It was "M" Division compartment.

Q. Do you recall the number?
A. No, sir, I dom't,

Q. Is it just aft of the Emergency Diessl Genmerator Room?
A, Yas, sir.

Q. Ware you asleep in that compartmant at the time of the collision?
A, Yes, I was,

Q. What was the first notice you had that a collidion was about to occur or had zoccurred?

A. Well, I have no warning of it shead of time, but when it happened I was thrown out of my rack,
I sleep approximately two feet from the lower part of the gun mount, the after gun mount, and I flew -
up against the gun mowunt and I flew back into my rack actually bafore 1 was even awske,

Q. 1Is that on the port side of the compartment.or starboard side?
A. It is on the port side. Excussma, it is on the starboard side.

Q. You say you were thrown against the gun mount end back into your bunk?
A, Yes, »sir,

Q. Did that wake you up pretty well?
A, Yes, sir,

Q.. Were you shocked or dazed by the impact?

A. At first I didn't have any idea what happened and then ohe ahip.... Once I got back into my
rack, the ship went on a 90 degree angle and so right than I figured that we might be going down,
Bafore I could even get out of my rack it levelled off so 1 figured we might have hit something. I

thought we hit aground.

Q. What happened in the compartmant then after the ship becema upright again?

A, At first there vas a little confusion because everybody was trying to get out of tbe hatch,
We have a air conditioner back there so we keep our hatch closed with just the scuttle open and, well,
there wvas too much confusion to try to get cut of that scuttls, BSo thers wvas a big mass confusion thare,
but then there was a lot of PO's yelling for everybody, saying that we were okay and to calm down.
And vhan we got it calmed down everybody made it out real sasy,

Q. Did you all go through the sscape scuttle of did you open the hatch?
A. A couple of guys went through the scuttle and openad up the hatch for the rest of ua.

Q. Do you recall vhat the status of the lighting was in the compartment immediately after the ' :

collison?
A, I saw no light,

Q. Do you know how many battle lanterns thers are normally in the compartment?
A. T have only seen ome.

Q. 1Is that a relay operated or manual operatad bsttle lantern?
A. I think it is a manual.

Q. Do you recall vhether it was turned on during this period?
A. Wo, »ir.

Q. Do you recsll vhether anyone attempted to turn it on?

A. W, sir. I donft.

Q. I1f there was no fllumination, hew did you' £ind the hatch?

A. T knew vhere the hatch was #6r one thing. All I have to do 1is get out of my rack and thers's
the ladder, more or less, to go up the hatch.
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Q. After the Petty Officers called for everyons to quist down, was it fairly orderly at that time?
A. Yes, sir, It was. Everybody worked togather after that.

Q. Where did you go after going out the hateh?

A. Nobody knew exactly what to do sc they were saying, "Man your General Quarters ftations
So mine was After Enginervom and I went to the After Engineroom and I took a whiff down thers amd it
smalled like live steam. I was barafooted and I didn't have a shirt on so I didn't g0 down there.

Q. What did you do instead?

A. I turned around and right behind thare we have a repair locker. I got one of the emargency
floodlights out of there and I went back aft to the ¢ ment to halp people to get out of the
compartment, bscause there was so much debris end everything around that we couldn't move arowund very
wall. :

Q. What did you obsarve when you went back aft?

A. First I went back to "M" Division compartment and there was still a lot of guys theres trying
to find clothes to get on. Nobody knew what was going en. So first, I tried to help them out, And
lot of the Machinist’s Mates had flashlights, so it was pretty well 1it up back there. And the comwparc-
ment right behind us s "OC" Division and there was a First Class Signalman Pruden. He yelled to me
'cause he sew my light. He vanted me to come back thare and help him.

"Q. What was he doing at this time?

A. He was trying to get all the personnel back to get all their clothes on and get out of the
compartment as soon as possible. e

Q. Did you assiet Pruden then? ”
A. Yes, sir, I went back thers and we set Zebra and got everybody out of the compartment.

Q. Can you make any estimate as to how long this process took? .
A. 1 would say from five to seven minutes. T -

Q. After you had completed getting the people out of the '"OC" and "M" Division compartments, vhat
did you do then?

A, 1 went out and I was going to go up the midships passageway. There were thrae of four EUYs
hovering around the After Fireroom, They saw my light and they said, "Come hare, we think there is
somebody down in the fireroom” - they had heard s loud tapping noise. So I went thers.

Q. Do you recall who they were?
A. All I can remember is that there was one, he was a Shipfitter by the name of Hay.

Q. Did you see a man by the name of Fray there?
A, He came up bshind me and we both went down together.

Q. What did you find when you went down there?

A, Nothing really. We loocked all over. You couldn't stay down thers, it was too hot and there
was no ventilation. We couldn't find nothing, There was a loud tapping noise but we figured that
it was probably just a steam line,

Q. Had the boiler been sscured by this tima?
A This I couldn't say. 1 didn't pey that much attention,

Q. After you completed your search what did you do then?
A. Frey and I then proceeded to the After Enginervem to c.hfk and maka sure that everything
back there was okay. We went down there and by this time the After Enginercom had been secured.

Q. Was anybody in there wvhen you went down to the After Engineroom?
A. No there wam't,

Q. Do you recall vhather the main bulkhead stop valpe was closed at that time or not?
A. No, I didn't check that but I saw the mein steam gauge and it was on zero, so it must have

been closed,

Q. Going back to the point vhere you said you got a light from the repair locksr, how did you
get into the repair locker?
A. The repair locker had basn opened.

Q. It had besn opaned?
A. Yes, sir, it had.

Q. Was the door open or just unlocked?
A. No, it was }ust umlocked,

Q. Was this Repair 57
As Ko, sir. It was Repair 3,

Q. Was there snybody there at the time other then you?
A. No, sir, there wasn't.

Q. After you left the After Enginerocom, to whers did you proceed?
A, I procesded to the main deck port side end thers I found one of the Machinist Mates, Paters.

He was badly hurt snd the guys were strapping him into a stretcher.
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Q. Was this on the fantail?
A, No, sir, It was just a little bit forward of the fantail.

Q. They were strapping him into a stretcher for what purpose?
A. He was burnad. He was in the Porward Engineroom when it happened and he was burned in the,..
He thought he was worse then he was = he was & 1itrle delirious.

Q. Was this is preparation for taking him to the MELBOURNE or take him to fantail?
A. This was in preparation for taking him to the MELBOURNE.

Q. He had already been removed from the vicinity of the Forward Engineroom, is that correct?
A. Yes, he had.

Q. How wam he taken to the MELBOURNE?

A. Myaelf and couple other guys grabbed a hold of the stretcher and we took him to widships.
They hadn't quite got enovgh lines over yet. He is a real good friend of mins so I talkad to him
and tried to calm him down, which helped a lot. 4And then the MELBOURNE threw a line over to me and
I tied it to the hook above the head of the stretcher and thay had a ledder coming down. So I
walked half way up the ladder to help level out the stretcher se they could get him on board the
MELBOURNE.

Q. Did you go on board the MELBOURNE at that time?
A. No, I didn'e,

Q. What did you do? , o ; _
A. I came back down rhe ladder. Thare was still some Marhinist's Mates that wers on watch, that
were badly burned. I helped them by tving life lines around thair waiste »o they could go up the
ladder.

Q. Did yo see a man by the name of Bakken in the ‘Gicini‘:y?
A. Yas, pir, Bakken wac with me.

Q. What was he doing?

A. He war more of less doing the same thing that T was doing., He was right there at the ladders.
He was more or less *taking charge of getting all the personnel onto the MELBOURNE. The MELBOURNE
wes throwving cables end ropes over to us to tie onto our structure vhich we were doine.

Q. Wav vhat the midships station that Bakken had taken charge of?
A, Yes, sir, 1t is.

Q. When did you eventually leave FRANK E. EVANS?
A. After all the enlisted parsonnel, I was the last, more or less, non-rated one there. There
was still a couple of first class still on the ship and then the rest were officers,

Q. Hovw were you treated vhen you got on board the MELBOURNE?
A. Very good. Really been trsated good.

Q. Based on your observation on the fantail of FRANE E. EVANS before you left, how did you think
the crew of FRANK E. EVANS behaved during this pariod?

A. 1 think they beshavad exceptionally wall, When I went up to midships the first time, that was
the first time I noticed the forward section was missing and it kind of bothered me then. But the
vhole cime before this it hadn't bothersd me. I think most people didn't kmow vhat was going on
really and actually they ware real calm compared to what happenad,

Q. At any time between the time of the collision snd the time you went to MELBOURNE, did you

see eny personnal carrying battls lanterns arownd?
A. The only one that I saw with a lantern at all was Frey. Frey, he had & floodlighe 1like

myself,

Q. And you had gotten your floodlight from the repair locker?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Do you know vhere Fray got his?
A+ T think he said he got it from Rapair 5.

Q. But you saw ne one with a battle lentern walking around?
A, No, I didn't. I have heard at the barracks, guys saying that they tock battle lanterns
off the wall but I have never sean nobody,

Counsel for the board: I have no further questions for this witness, sir.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior nwmber:
Q. How big 1is the floodlight that you ware carrying?
A, Well, the floodlight I would say is as bright as a car light. It is a pretty heavy light.
It bas got a couple of big batteries in it and a real big bulb om it.

Q. How doss it compare in size with a battle lantern?
A. 1 would say its about twice as big and twice as bright.
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Q. What color is the body painted?
A. Tha body is painted gray.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of this witness,

Counsel for the board: Fireman Fuchs, at this time you are privileged to make any othar statement
concerning anything relating to the subject mattar of the investigation that you think should be a
matter of record in comnection therewith, that has not besn brought out by the previous questious

. that have been askad. Do you have enything to add?

Witness: The only thing I would liks to add is as far as the battle lanterns back aft, I don't
think there are enough battle lanterns back in the compartment. In the passageways snd the enginerooms
we have quite a few of them but not in the compartments. And %t d1id make it rough in this situation,

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Let me ask & clarifying question. Do you mean tbere weren't enough mountings for battle
lanterns or that some were missing from vhere they wera supposed to be?

A. 1 would say that soms were missing.

Q. 1If some of the wountings had been full would there have been enough?
A ‘..' air.

EXAMINATIOR BY THE BOARD
Questions by a menber { CAPT Shands):

Q. Do you think any of these lanterns fall off their mountings when the ship rolled about 90 degreas?
A. No, sir. I don't. I have seen the mountings epty bnfon this happened, uithin weeks before.

The witness was warned concerning his testimony and \rj.thdrw from the bon'd room.

The board recessed at 1455 hours, 26 June 1969,

pP""‘-"

Fira
‘,J"D

e P"'“’
Raten
1'_ g

526



C

The board reconvened at 1515 hours, 26 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.

Senior Member: The hearing is open.

Coungel for the board: Anyone who may be a.witness should withdraw from the room. Sir, at this
time, counsel have two affidevits marked as Exhibits 82 and 83, the affidavits reapectively of Chief
Florentino F. Macayan, and Seaman Apprentice Marcus Rodrigues, Jr., peraons who were air evacuated from
the KEARSARGE immediately after this collision. These affidavits were obtained from the United States
Hospital at Cam Ranh Bay, Republicof Viet Nam, and we tender tliem at his time and ask that they be
adnitted into evidence,

Senior Member: Is there reascn why thege witnesses could not appear in person?

Counsel for the board: Yes, sir. They were both meverely injured and Rodrigues has mow been
medically evacuated to the United States and Macayan 1is scheduled for medical evacuation within a day
or two. They were both removed to Cam Ranh Bay from KEARSARGE on the day of the collision. -

Senior Member: They may be admitted.

Counsel for the board: With permiasion of the board I would like to read them at this time.
Counsel for the board read Exhibits 82 and 83 into the record.

_LTJG Gébrge A.'LARE. Jr;; USNR, was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was sworn, and
teatified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

- -
- N -

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: LTJG Lare, you have been called as a witness to this board of investigation which is inquiring
into the circumgtances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURN and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is
understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in its investigation. Under ' United States
law no witness may be compelled to answer any question the answer to which mafl@idto ineriminate him
and you may refuse to anewer any such question. You are also cautioned that this hearing ie cpen and
classified information should not be given in answer to any question. Should the answer to any

question require classified information, you are requested to advise the board and you will be given

the opportunity to answer it later in closed seasion. Do you understand all that I have said?

A: Yes, sir, I do.

Q: Would you state your name, your grade, and your present organization?
A: My name is George A. Lare, Jr., LTJG, assigned to the USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-754).

Q: And would you briefly utntelyour experience in the U. 5. Navy eince commissioning?
A: Yes, pir. I went to Officers Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island, and from therel went

te Damage Control--

Q: When did you graduate from that school?
A: In March of 1968. From there I went to Damage Control School et TI in California. I graduated
from therein May. I was then assigned to the USS LOWE, a DER out of Guam, which wae decommissioned im

September of that year. I was then assinged to the FRANK E. EVANS.

Q: And when did you arrive on Board FRANK E. EVANS?
A: 11 October &8.

Q: And to what duties have you been assigned?
A: I've been assigned DCA and "R" Division Officer.

Q: Would you state what DCA stands for?
A: Damage Control Aseistant.

Q: And vhat departement is that in?
A: That is in the Engineering Department.

Q: And how may persomnel are in the "R" Division?
A: In "R" Division, I had approximately 29 men assigned.

Q: And what were the ratings of the personnel assigned to the YRY Divigion?
A: Electrician's Mates, Shipfitters, Damage vontroimau gnd “A" Gang.

Q: "A® is auxiliary?
A: Yes, oir.
Q: On the early morning of 3 June, at the time of the collision, what was the first notice you
had that aomething unusual was about to cccur or had occurred?
A: I firat heard a crunching sound of metal and the ship seemed to come to a complete halt. I also

heard water back in After Officers. I was asleep at the time and this woke me up.

Q:  And what room were you assigned to?
A: I was assigned to the same bertning space that LTJC Bowler wae in. I do not know the number.
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Q: And it's in After Officers Quarters? R S
A: Yea, sir. .-
Q: And do you recall the ship rolling ever to starboard at that time?
A: Yes, sir, I do.

Q: What effect did that have on you?

A: When the ship rolled to starboard; I found myself lying up against the side of the rack., I
would say the ship must have rolled close to 70 or 80 degrees to starboard for me to be in this position.
When I jumped out of my bunk I found the water level in After Officers vas up to maybe 3 or 4 inches below
my knees. And at this time I kmew that there was something seriously wrong.

/

Q: And do you know the source of the water which you heard and saw and felt?

A: At first, before I was out of my rack, I thought it thay be the AC unit back in After Officers
had busted a line, but when I jumped cut of my rack I knew that that was not the cause and I did not
know where all the water was coming from.

Q: And subsequently have you learned where it came from?
A: I did not lmow until after getting on the MELBOURNE that the water back in AfterOfficers was
from the portholes and poasib]’ the door just forward of AMT Officers.

Qt And at the time you were thrown from your bunk or at the time the ship rolled over heavily, what
vas the atate of the illumination in After Officera quarters?

A: I really don’t remember. I remember it being pitch black and I don't remember seeing any lights
at all in After Officers. ) ' ' -

Q: Are there any sutomatic actuated battle lanterns in After Officers Quarters?
A: I believe there is one, and I kmow of one that is & manual type.

Q: Do you recall whether either of these was on? b ' -
A: Ko, I don't,

Q: Did you have a flashlight of your own that you used?
A: I had one, but I couldn't find it in the debris that was all over the room.

Q: Can you estimate the time that the ship remained over in the 75 or 80 degree roll that you

described? .
A: I would have to say roughly a second or two. It wasn't very long at all.

Q: It didn't pause there before coming back up?
A: That I can't recall.

Q: And after the ship righted itself, what did you do?
A: I then went to Damage Control Central which is in the general workshop forward of "R" Division,

and tried to raise the bridge. “

Q: 1Is that your General Quarters Station?

A: Yes, sir, it is. No one else showed up there and I tried to contact the bridge on the 1JV
phone line, and was unable to do so. I then went to the log room and tried to raise the bridge from
there. Again I was unsuccessful. At this time when I stepped out of the log room 1 ran into Hudson,
a fireman, and he {nformed that the forward part of the ship was gone.

Q: During the period of time when you went first to the Damage Control Central and the log room,
did you observe the state of {llumination in the pasaageways and compartments?

A: TYes, sir. The battle lantern directly outside of After Officers was on and there were quite
a few that T saw on. I only saw one possibly two that were not on, and these were the manual type.

Q: And you do not know whether they failed to function or whether they just had not been turned

on, is that right?
A: That is affirmative, sir.

Q: After you were in the log room and attempted to reach the bridge on the 1JV, what did you do then? -

A: 1 stepped out of the log room and as I said, I saw Hudsen, the f{ireman, and he told me that the
forward part of the ship was gone and it was at this time in going on the mmin deck that I ram into Mr.
Covert and he told me to make sure that everyone was out of the holds and to make sure that were on

the fantail.

Q: By the holds, he meant what?
A: The Engineering apaces.

Q: And what did you do in response to that directive from LTJG Covert?

A: I went forward and ran inte Fritz, who is a first class Machinist's Mate. He said that he had
just gone down and checked and there was no one down in the engineering spaces. I hollered down into the
holde to check to see if there was anyone there. I received no response, except for down in the after
engine room, there was one person down there with a light checking to mee if there was anyone there.

And then I told him, I don't know whothis individual was, that everyone was to report to the fantail.

And this is what we did.

Q: And whom did you report to when you went to the fantail?
A: I reported to LT Dunne.

Q: Was he tha senior officar there]
: Yes, sir, he waa.
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Q: Did he give you any instructions 48 to what you were to do?

A: Yes, sir. He told me to go forwamd on the starboard side to the motor whalehoat, and try and
get this into the water. 1 took about 4 or 5 pecple with me and one man climbed up onthe davit to
try and get the cotter key free. There was a preventer that was holding the boat, We did not haye
any tools, and we could not get it free. And it was at this time bhat I decided that since we couldn't
get the motor whaleboat down that we should Bet the liferafts in the water, which we astarted to do.

Q: And who was assisting you in thia job?
A: There was a Gunner's Mate Second Class, Lester, who was starting to do this when he saw that
1 could not get the motor whaleboat down.

Q: And what action did you take with respect to the liferafts?

A: We got approximately 3 or 4 in the water and there is a cord which you pull which will inflate
them. We had inflated 2 of them. We had the other two in the water and it was at this time that an
officer from the MELBOURNE whco was on our fantail, and someone cdame down and told us to forget liferafts,
that we were going on to the stern of the MELBOURNE.

Q: Did the two in which you pulled on the lines inflate normally?
A: Yes, sir, they did.

Q: And how about the other two?
A: We never pulled the cords on them.

* And were they in the water floating in their valises?
A: Yes, Bir.

Q: And what action did you take with respect to them when you decided not to inflate them? Did
you leave them in the water? . '

A: Yes, sir, we did. We just went to the fantail and were directed by a Commander, I believe, to
board the jacob's ladder to go on the fantajl of the MELBOURNE.

Q: Were the lifefrafts that you left in the uater'ﬁecured to each other or to lﬁything elge?
A: That I don't know. 1 knew we threw them into the water and we had the cords. I would imagine

that they dpyfted away.

Q: Did you obgerve anyone else taking sny actiom with respect to liferafts?
A: No, sir, I don't remember.

Q: And how did you board MELBOURNE?
A: We wert to the fantgil first and then 3 or 4 at a time were directed to go up to the port gide
and on the main deck they had jacob'e ladders strung down from the stern of the MELBOURNE, and it was by

this means that we boarded the MELBOURNE.

Q: What did you do after you got aboard the MELBOURNE?

A: I was directed to go to a room, I believe it was a wardroom, at which time we wrote down our
napes and service numbers, and I stayed there forapproximately a helf hour to one hour. Then I went
to the fantail of the MELBOURNE to see if the ahip had gone down, and it was still afloast.

Q: At the time you left FRANK E. EVANS, what was your opinion as to the state of the stability and
buoyancy of FRANK E. EVANS, of the stern section? :
A: Yes, sir. At the time, I was concerned and I think everyone else was, that the ghip might
go down, The front end did seem to be going down, and I chink this is the reason why Mr. Covert
wanted to get everyone on the fantail. I thought that it might be going down also. It waen't until
morning, when the sun vas up, and I was on board the LARSON looking down, but I could see in the fromt
part of the EVANS, the hull extended, it seemed to me, out about another, 20 feet, but it did not
break straight through. 4And I think it was possible that this part of the hull was riding underneath
the MELBOURNE, which gave us the appearance that she was geing dowm,

Q: Prior to leaving FRANK E. EVANS, did you observe the freeboard at the most forward section -

of EVANS?
A: No, sir.

Q: Did you take any soundings of any of the spaces, tanks, voids, and ac forth?
A: Is this after we had left - -

Q: While you were on board immediately after the collision? Before jou left the first time.
A: We were trying to make sure that everyone was out of the compartments on the fantail, and

making sure that ZEBRA was set.

Q: And returniug to che time that you want to the fantail of MELBOURNE tco observe EVANS, what
action did you take at that time?

A: When I was on the fantail of the MELBOURNE, it was at this time that I found out that Mr. Covert
and two other pecple, I believe Bakken, MRl and I cannot remember who the other imndividual was, had
gone back to the EVANS, to *~y aad aave her. I also found out that our Exective Officer, Operations
Officer, who i{s Mr. Dunne, and Mr. Suhr, our Supply Officer, and YN1 Cook, were going to go back to
try and get pome valuable infermation. I went back with them to see if I could be of any assistance to
Mr. Covert. And we boarded one of the MELBOURN's boats, started going back to the EVANS, at which time
we passed the LARSON, and the CO of the LARSON told us to come aboard, which we did. We were there
for approximately a half an hour before wereceived permission, Mr. Suhr and I, to go over to the EVANS
to help. He went over to get, I believe, his pay records and I wae going over to see what I could de

to help Mr. Covert.
Q: At this time, did you know who was in charge of the efforts to save the EVANS?
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A: No, sir,

Q: Did you speak to the Comuanding Officer of LARSON while you uire aboard?
A: Yes, sir, I did. He was on the atarboard wing of the bridge and I went up to him and aplied him if
I could go over to the EVANS, T told him that I was the DCA and that I would like to try and give
. Mr. Covert a hand. And he sald, "Yes," to go on over, that there was a person in charge on the fantail
to give him my name and that it wvas all right to 8O over,

Q: And approximately what time did yYou board FRANK E. EVANS? .
. A: All I can gay is the sun vas up. I did not have may watch and I did not know What time it was.

Q: What did you do when you got aboard?

A: When I boarded the EVANS, I found Mr. Covert and asked him what I could do to help. He said to
Bet with Mr. Wood, who was the DCA on the LARSON, to go arcund with him, take soundings, check the
a?afthalleys and small compartments to make sure that one ZEBRA was set and that we were not flooding
eleewhere.

Q: At the time you boarded what Was your opinion as to tha stabdlity and buoyancy of the stern
section of EVANS?

A: That I'm not really sure. I know at Damage Control School, they say if a ship does not go
down in the firgt 4 or 5 minutes, that the ship could be saved. I figured seeing that she had been
afloat most of the morning, that there vas a very good chance of saving her, But as to what her
atability was, I was not sure.

Q: Had any pumping been initiated at the time you coame aboaerd?
A: When I came on board, there were pumps, P-250 pumps, forward that were being used I do not
remember if there were one or twe, but I do recall pumps being used forward.

Q: Do you recall whether the EVANS' P-250 vas in use?
A: That I do not know., I know we had one P~250 outside the forward fireroom vwhich was lost.
We have snother P-250 pump outside the after fireroom. I do not kown whether this one was used.

Q: What other action did you take while you were on board?
A: This is during the rescue phage?

Q: Yes. The time you boarded from LARSON.

A: Other than checking soundings and making sure that ZEBRA was set and also to check to gee
if we were flooding elgsewhere, I actually did nothing other than this. I was told to check, recheck,
check again.:

Q: Did LARYON come alongside while you were on board?
A: Yes, sir, she did. I had been on board for approximately...I would @ay an hour, and received
word to come topside that the LARSON was geing to come alongside.

Q: Did you examine the status of the paint locker?

A: Yes, sir. Our Executive Officer was on the LARSON and he said to check the paint locker,
which I did. When I opened it up, paint was all over the place. The fumes in there were very strong,
80 I dogged the door back again and we have an installed 50 pound CO2 system there, and I activated
that to make pure that a fire did not start in this space.

¢ Did the C02 aystem work when you activated it?
: Yes, sir, it did.

: Did you take any action at this time to remove valuable personal gear and ship's gear?
: Yes, sir, I did.

: What sort of action?

A: After we had been on board for, I would say, approximately two hours, Mr. Covert Buggested
getting a party of men to go back into After Officers and start taking out the valuable gesr.
Things in the lgne of tape recorders, record players, cameras, and thege items we tried to find. We
found most of them. There were & few that we did miss.

Q: 4And to whom did you deliver this for custody?
A: We delivered them to the LARSON. We put them in their torpedo etorage and took an inventory

list of this.

Q: Can you give the board an estimate of the total time you remained aboard this time?
A: You mean how long I stayed on the EVANS, the entire time?

Q: Yes, when you went back aboard herafter sunrige.
A: I would gsy I was on board for approximately 8 to 10 hours. I was the last one of the others

off.

Q: Can you recall approximately what time you left?
A. It wap sometime in the afternoon. I would say somewhere around 1400,

Q. And vere thare any additional actioms that you have not mentioned, completed while you were

on board?
A. Not that I can recall.

Q. Did you pump out any additional spaces, or jettison any additional material or take any such

actiocn?
A. I do know that they, they seaning Mr. Covert and Mr. Haugh, he is the Chief Engineer on the

LARSON, they were forward and they pushed over the practice mount which we have. I do not know ——-
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Q: Loading smchine? ‘
A: Yes, sir, they pushed that over and_also there were a few objects, there was & fan and also
a press for clothes, that was thrown overboard also to belp lighten up the forward part of the ship.

. Q: What effect did these actions, the pumping out of epaces and the lightening of the ship have
on the stability "and buoyancy of EVANS that you could observye?
A: Evidently when the salvage party first boarded, they put marks on the forward part of the ship,
Then they started to pump and I fell that the reason for this mark was to let them know whether or not
- they were improving stability, When I left, these marks were apporximately 4 to 6 inches above the
waterline, which wvas a definite indication that our buoyancy was increased forwsrd. And also that
stability had been improved.

Q: While you were aboard were there any preparations made for towing?
A: The only preparation that I can recall was the fact that the VDS was brought up. out of the
vater. That's the variable depth sonar. :

Q: You do not recall a bridle being rigged or anything of that nature?
A: No, sir. '

Q: How had the weather remained during this period?
A: I vould say the weather could not have been better. It was calm, There seemed to be no- wind.
The ocean was like glass.

Q: And what was the state of EVANS when you left her at about 14007
A: When I left on the EVANS starboard side, the LARSON was tbere, and on her port side there was
a tug?

Q: Do you recall the name of the tug?
A: 1 believe her neme was the TAWASA--I'm not sure.

Q: TAWASA?
A: TAWASA. I believe that's who it was.

Q: And how long had it been there when you left the EVANS?
A: I believe it had been there for approximately an hour and a half. It was around noon time when
she came alongside, I think,

Q: And do you known vhether a salvage party from Subic had arrived by this time?
A: Yes, sir. There were some people on this tug that evidently were specialists in this. I
did not see them, but this was the word which I heard.

Q: Who was in charge of the salvage party when you left FRANK E. EVANS?

A: I personslly never did find out who was in charge until I epoke to Mr. Covert, and I believe he
said that the Commanding Officer of the LARSON had taken control and that the Chief Engineer, LT.
Haugh, was the one that was in charge on the EVANS.

Q: Do you have any additional significant observations as to your actions during the period
following the collision? -
A: No, sir,

Q: 1In that case, I would like to go back and ask a few more general questions as to the ship

and ita practices.
A: Yes, mir.

Q: First of all, how many damage control lockers did you have?
A: We had three. One was in the forward fan room, that wss repair 2. We had one amidships,
which was repair 5. And we had one aft of the log room, which was repair 3.

Q: And where was your general quarters station? 7
A: Mine was in, well, there is the general worksnop, which is DC Central, and there was one more,
that was the log room., The general workshop when we were on the gun line, wag where DC Central was
to be. When we left, we decided to keep it this way. The log room would become our alternate DC

Cantral.

Q: Did you have repair gear stored in both DC Central and the log room as well as in the repair

party lockers?
A: In DC Central ve did not have any repair gear, no, sir.

Q: And vhat was the ahip's practice prior to this collision, as to the locking of repair lockers?
A: On the gun line the lockers were left open all the time. After this they were locked, although

from time to time daily I would find them open.

: And what action would you take vhen you found them open?
¢ 1 would lock them.

L o

i Do you have any explanation as to who was opening them and why?
A: I would heve to say I do not know. Although the only people that had keys were my damage

controlmen and my shipfitters.

Q: Following the collision, did you observe whether the repair lockers that were in the after

section were open?
A: 1 did not see repair 5. Repair 3 was open. There wvere people there trying to get out the battle

lanterns.
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Q: And what was the normal allowance of bettle lanterns in the repair lockers?

A: 1 believe we had 5 or 6 in each repair locker.

Q: Did you have any additional emergency lights in the repair lockera?

A: There was one flood lamp in eech repair locker also.

Q: And what types of tools are kept in this repair locker?

A: Bascially fire fighting gear, different types of tools that could be used for heoking up

hoses. Repair 5 was the best repair locker we had, It had not only damage control gear but it also
had a portable welding outfit. It was the largest lockdr we had.

Q: Did they normally contain tools that could have been used to cut down the motor whalabpat?
A: Yes, sgir,

Q: Was there any reason you did not obtain these tools before trying to do ap?

A: No, sir. At the time I did not think of that. I knew there were liferafts back on the after
part, and Lester was getting these, and I figured that getting the liferafts into the water was the
best thing to do at that time.

Q: When the repair lockers are locked, is there any way of obtaining eméergency entrance into them.
For example, keys under glass or any such meagure?
A: No, sir, we did oot have keys under glass.

Q: Do you know whether any people reported to the repair parties immediately after collision?

A: Repair 2, there was no one there because that part of the ship was gone. Where the people For
repalr 5 would normally meet, was where the ship had been cut in half, The only repair locker ‘left
would be repair 3 and they always assembled back in the after part of the ship, by the barber shop.
And I did not mee people congregdfingthere. Everyone seemed to going in groups going to different parts. ’

Q: Were the people being directed to the fantail 16’ general? . r
A: Yes, sir.

Q: And where was the P-250 pump normally stowed?
A: There are two. One is located outside the forward fireroom. And I do not know whether the
pump was used.

Q: Do ¥you know where it was found after the collision?
A: No, sif. I did not go up that part of the passageway.

Q: How i85 this stored in its normal position? How 1s it secured there?
A: There is a brace of angle iron that it sits into and this is what holds it in place.

Q: Are there any straps or additional retaining devices?
A: No, sir. I feel that the pleces of angle iron that were holding it in place were quite sufficient.

Q: Would they hold it against a 90 degree roll of the ship?
A: I think they would.

Q: Following the collision, did you observe any personnel in the after section of the ship carrying
battle lanterns or flood lights? el
A: Yes, there were people with battle lanterns. I saw a few pecple taking them out of repair 3 which

wae open. I saw gome people down in the berching spaces with battle lanterns also.

Q: Whose responsibility were the battle lanterns on board ship?
A: We had an Electrical Officer aboard, Mr. John Stever, who was in the forward part of the ship
and was lost, Being theBlectrical Officer, he was responsible for battle ianterns.

Q: Do you have any reaponsibility for checking that they were in wor!gg order or in place on the
ship?
pA: Yes, sir. Being the Damage Control Asgistant, I have certain men who are assigned to me,
damage control petty officers, and these men, there is one from each division. They check monthly to make
sure that, with a hull reporc, that everything works. They turn these reports in once a monch, If
they find battle lanterns during their weekly check, that are not operative, they take them off, put
a tag on them gaying where they are from and they take them down to the general workshop, which is
where the electricians did all their work, turned it in there.

Q: And what was done about replacing a battle lantern from the place which they were removed?
: This I do not recall. I believe they had extra battle lanterns in cthe general workshop at
all times. I'm not positive of thia. I believe that they were replaced so that there was a continuous

cycle.

Q: Did you make periodic damage control inspections of FRANK B. EVANS?
A: From time to time, yes, sir.

Q: During the course of those inspections, what was your practice as to checking battle lanterns
either as to their being missing or being inoperacive?

A: I, along with my damage controlmen, which were two, would check periodically two maybe three
times a week, going around and the way you check them if they are the manual type, you just throw the
ewitch and the light will come on. The other type that are automatic, you just push the burton down R
and the light will come on. We would check these and if we found discrepancies, we would get hold
of the damage control petty officer who waa responsible for that apace, and notify him that that battle

lantern ahould be turned in,
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Q: And what was the follow up action that was taken?

A: Well, my damage controlmen, as I said, we would check two or three times & week. If we found
that ;he b:ttle lantern was still there, we would get on this individual to make sure that this light
was changed,

Q: Did you ever find any mountings for battle lanterns, where there were no battle lanterns?
A: Not that I can recall.

Q: Do you happen to know the ship's ellowance for battle lanterns?
A: No, sir, I do not.

Q: Do you have any idea of the approximate number?
A: I would say somewhere near 200, but that could 50 either way.

Q: Do you know 1f the allowance included spares for use in replacing damaged or inoperative battle
lanterns?
A: That I do not know.

Q: Going back to the water you observed in After Officers country when you got up. Was it customary
to leave the main deck door open at night, when you were steaming?

A: T wouldn't say it was customary. I do know once in a while it would be open, held back by
a hook, and it was & darken ship door, which would be & dog ZEBRA. And the lights would be out.

Q: In addition, was there a curtain over the door, a blackout curtain of any sort?

A: Yes, sir, there was. . . .

Q: Do you happen to know whether that door was open the night of 2 and 3 June?
A: That I do not know, because I did not go forward, in ;hat part.

Q: Did you find it necessary frequently to leave the door

in After Officers Country? =
A: No, sir. After Officers was air conditioned and we had to keep our door closed back there

if it was going to have any effect.

open for purposes of ventilation

Q: Having observed the conduct of the crew of FRANK E. EVANS following this collision, do you
have any comment as to particularly noteworthy performances by any individuala?

A: I don't know. I did see a few individuals, Lares, and an Electrician's Mate Second Class and
Sare, and Engineman Second Class were in the after diesel, trying to feed the power to the board. It
was on the HEL3QURNE that I learned that they were unable . to do so. Gustafson; g Shipfitter First
Class, was getting people out of "R" Division, and he was dogping down the doors. He was setting
ZEBRA back aft. I spoke to Robertson, Machinist Mate Third Class, and he said he set ZEBBA back in
after steering and Pruden was also back there helping to ser ZEBRA. But Gustafson was the only
individual or person who I saw setting iEhRA and making sure people were getting out "R" Division
compartment.

Q: How about any of the people in a position of leadership, did you note their performances in any
way?
A: Do you mean enlisted wise or - -

Q: Or officers.
A: T thought Mr. Dunne and Mr. Covert both did an outstanding job. They seemed to have thinge

fairly well organized and they worked more or less hand in hand. Mr. Dunne seemed to be running the
show on the fantail and Mr. Covert was forward making sure alao that people were going back to the
fantail.

Q: Going back to my question about the door to the After Officers area, are there any spaces around
the officers country, in which people would work or sleep which had better ventilation if that door

were left open?
A: The only space that it might benefit would be the supply offéfe, which was located forward of

this door in the same passageway, approximately 5 to 6 feet to the port of the door.

Q: Was it en air conditioned space?
A: No, sir, it was not. At 3:15 in the morming though, I do not believe anyone would have been in it.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questione by the senior member:

Q: After officers country has no door which opens directly on to the weather deck, does 1it?
i No, sir, ic does not.

t Sp the door you are talking about ia just forward of ~ ~
A: Just aft of the door. It's approximately - -

Q: AOQ is aft of the weather deck door, starboard side, is that right?
A: Yes, sir. There are two doors there. One directly forward and one directly aft.

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by counael for the board:
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Q: Based on your observationg following collision, could you make any comments as to the ptate
of damage control readiness and training of FRANK E. EVANS?
A: 1 would say damage control wise...the ship, material wise and personnel wise, were prepared
- for just any type of emérgency. And I think that their performance during this collision was an
indication of this.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness.
Senior Member: The board has no further questions.

Counsel for the board: MR. Lare, at this time you are privileged to make any further statement
covering anything relating to the subject matter of the investigation that you think should be a matter
of record in connection therewvith, which has not been fully brought out by the questions you have been
asked. Would you like to add anything to what you have said?

LTJG Lare: Yes, sir, there is one thing, and it goes to Forward Officers. The door in Forward
Officers opens outward. I had received word from various people that said that the ladder outside
Forward Officera had broken free and was lodged againat the door. 1In which case the people in forward
officers would not have been able to get out. To my knowledge, forward officers was the only space
on the ship that did not have more than one access. And I think it would be a good idea for all ships
of this type to, number one, turn the door around so that it would open into the apace, also have
one other access. That's all.

Senjor Member: Prom where did you recelve this information concerning a blockage of the door?
-LTJG Lares: I received it, Admiral, from a few people, 1 do not remember who they were, they Qere
from First Division which is located directly underneath Forward Officers. When they came up, they

said they heard people in Forward Officers but the water at this point was getting high. And they
said that they got out. I cannot name any one individuasl. I don't remember who they were.

Senior Member: Are thege people who survived? " ' '
LTJG Lares: Yes, sir, they are.
Senior Member: Counsel will make an effort to determine if this point can be further developed.

Counsge). for the board: fes. 8ir. Do you have any further remarks as to design or other matters
that should come to the attention of the board?

'
LTJG Lares: No, sir, that was my only matter.
The witnese was warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.
Senior Member: We will have a brief recess.

The board recessed at 1617 hours, 26 June 1969.
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The board opened at 1630 hours, 26 June 1969,

Senior Member: The hearing i{s now open,

ALl persons connected with the board, who were Present vhen the board recessed, were again
present,

Counsel for the board (CIR Glass): The board now being in open segsion, 1t 1s necessary to
point out that any person who has been told he is a witness, or who may be a witness, iz asked
to withiraw from the board room,

Charles M. Garrison, Lieutenant (Junior grade), U.S. Navy, was called by counsel for the board,
was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATIOR BY COUNEEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board {(CIR Glase):

Q. Lieutenant (junior grade) Garrison, you have been called as a witness for the board of
investigation, which is inguiring intoc the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURKE
and USS FRANK E, EVANS, because it 18 believed that you have evidence which may assist the board
in ite investigation. Under United States law, no witness may be compelied to answer any questions,
the answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to answer any such question. Do
you understand what I've sald?

A, Yes, sir. I do,

- Q: ‘Will you please state your full name » Erade and organization? - - -
A, Charles Madison Garrison, Junior, Lieutenant (junior grade) » U:B. Naval Reserve, USS FRANX
E. EVARS,

Q. BSince when have you been assigned to USS FRANK E. EVANS? i ,
A, May 10th, 1968, '

Q. Was that your first sssigmment sfter graduating from officer's school and being commigsionedt
A, Yes, sir. It was.

Q. What dutles were you assigned to in USE EVANE?
A. Asgistant Navigator and Azsistant CIT officer.

Q. At the time of the collision, were you on watch or in your statercam?
A. Ko, iy, I was asleep in my stateroam in After Officers Country,

Q. What was the first indication you had that the collision had occurred?

A, T felt a Jolt, and to my recollection, I did awake instantly, I sat up in my bunk and
could hear metal against metal, Looking back I recollect what I surmise now to be a roll to
starboard and water coming into my stateroam,

Q. Are you able to say from what source the water entered?
A. Yes, gir, T feel it was coming from forward because I assume it would be the door forward

of my staterocom.

Q. And to what extent did it enter?
A. Approximately zix inches of water which leveled off at that point,

Q. Did the ship right itself sfter that initial roll to starboard?
A. Yes, sir, It did.

Q. And at that stage, what degree of i11lumination d4id You have in the After Officers Countryt
A. There was a battle lantern which was near, although I don't recall now its location,..
But this was the only initial light that I could see from my poaltion in the statercam.

Q. How did you make your way out of that space?
A. I had considerable debris on the deck. However, I had little difficulty exiting my

stateroam,

Q. What caused the difficulty?
A. I had, of course, the water, and I had a couple of drawers that pulled themselves out and

were on the deck in my stateroom,

Q. Was there anyone else endeavoring to exit at the same time as yourszelf?
A, Yes, silr. LTJG Buhr was directly across the passageway and IT Dunne, who has the atateroom
forvard of mine. We all seemed to exit at sbout the same time,

Q. Which hatchway did you usef?

A, We walked forward and then proceeded to the starboard side in anticipation of going to our
] stations,

Q. What 4id you find when you went on the main deck starboard side}

A. There wvas activity there, scee talking. I think this is what attracted us to the starboard
gide. Normally, I would have gone by way of the port passageway to my (R station. However, we did
g0 to the starboard side and commenced walking forward at which time we discovered that we had been
in & collision - in a serious collision - and that the forward half of the ship was gone at that point,
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Q. Was that the first point at vhick Jou appreciated the gravity of the emergency?

A, Yes, sir, It definitely was, Prior to thia point, T certainly had no idea that the
collision had been that serious, even though I had felt that I was awake from the point of impact
throughout the collision itself,

Q. Well, to what part of the ahip did you then proceed?
A. We then cammenced walking {0 the fantail, telling thoee with us and, at that time coming
m;t, to also proceed to the fantail,

Q. And when you got to the fantall, what action did you personally take?

A. There were a few injured people who were being brought to the scere, there on the fantatl,
T was talking to people who were injured and I found myself being asked several questions such an,
"what do you think we will be doing?" "what 18 our next move?" etc., "how bad is 1t?" and also,
well, just doing my best to assist LT Dunne who was at thie time trying to get organization
established and LTJG Covert who scon appeared getting his damage control organlzation going,

Q. How many men were by then on the fantall section?
A. When I first arrived, I would estimate perhaps 20 or 30,

Q. And later?
A. A figure which rapldly grew,

Q. Reaching what figure?
A. Just n guess on my part, perhaps- 75, 80 people,

Q. What d1d you observe as to the state of morale and organization of the people who were
there?

A, I think it deserves to be noted that there wus perhaps an initial shock on everyone's
part. However, calmness was prevalent and pecple did as they were told and did their best to
support those who were taking charge. .. -

Q. Did you observe what particular persons assumed léadership?

» The people who were, the two people that I would note that were most in charge would be
LT Dunne and LTJG Covert.

Q. How did you make your way from the fantail aboard HMAS MELBOURKE?

A. I had taken a rapid tour back up the starbosrd side and in the athwartship Passageway
back through officers country and back eft slong the athwartship (sic) passageway back to the
after athwartship passageway and back sut the starboard side, after which people were thinning
out, The injured had already left on the port side, and a few people at that time were leaving,*
The non-injured were also leaving along the port side and many people were leaving FRANK E, EVARS
from the BCM deck, At this time, I jJoined & group which was at that time proceeding to the helo
deck along the ladder just aft by mount 53, and then we were just proceeding to the helo deck and
up to the ECM deck and with this group I did depart USS FRANK E, EVANS,

Q. What did you do when you boarded MEIBOURNE?
A, T was taken below and had no personal injurles and assisted with muster reports and seeing
what pecple were there and trying to comfort anyone and just doing about anything I could do,

Q. Did you think that efforts in HMAS MELBOURKE in this regard were well directed or not?
A, Yes, sir, I would say that with a tragedy of this nature that their Tesponse was not only
rapid but the end results illustrate that the right things were done with a minimm of time,

Q. Are there any particular persons in EVANS whom you would wish to mention especially for
outstanding performance of duty? .

A. T think, in general, if I was to comment along this line it would be that from the seaman
apprentice to the Lieutenant in charge, there was an overall togetherness in the realization of the
problem we head and that the thing to do was keep celm-and things would work out the best that way,
And, in fact, it did, and this ig where the credit lies, the fact that people did keep their heads
and that the lesdership was there that esnabled us to came out pretty good.

Q. I would like to ask you a few questions about the practice that was observed in the CIC?
D1d the practice normally prevall for the CIC to decode messages received in shackly code?
A. Yee, sir, 4t 4id. -

Q. And to what extent, if ury, was there collaboration or consultation on this question with
the bridge officers?

A. On any shackle code that would be recelved whether on PRITAC or SCREEN Tactical or the CI
het there would be a relay of the breaking of this message to the bridge either on the MC unit or
through the JL talker, and at which roint there should be a concurrence that would come back into
CIC from the brigge,

Q. Was it the practice of CIC to take the matter up with the bridge first or vice versa?
A, Tt would be the CIC's responsibllity to relay the message, at which polnt the bridge could
act accordingly - either dissgree with our result or perhape to ssk for a verification etc.

Q. And if there was a dissgreement, how was the matter further developed?

A. Probably by this time we would have gone to the MC unit itself - being a more direct
communications, plus the OCP and the CIC watch officer would say the signal as they received it
and the source by which they broke the message and how they 4id obtain their results.
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Q. Accordikg to the normal practice in the CIC, who was the person who decoded a message in
shackle code?

A. In this particular exercise » 1o my section we had two officers on watch, and cne of the
two officers would verify any message that did come in, He may not have been the one to break
the signal, but we would have it established 80 that one of us would see the signal and the break
down of it and verify that its ACCUracy was correct,

Q. Would he consult with the other officer before communicating with the bridge?

A. Perhaps not, depending on the situstion, If the other officer was perhaps on & maneuvering
board problem he might at that time take the word of the other officer as having the correct
suthentlcation of the signal,

Q. VWhat kKind of qualifications did You have as CIC watch officer? Were they for independent
eteaming, port or fleet work?
A. 1 hed as far as I know a fleet qualification,

Q. That was the highest qualification?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Why do you say as far as you know?
Admira) Stevenson: You asked him his CIC qualifications,
Counsel for the board: I'm sorry, I'll withdrew that,

Q. What are your qualifications as an officer of the deck?
A. I have no officer of the deck qualifications, ) .

Q. In port?
A, I'm sorry, I have no officer of the deck underway qualifications,

Q. Did you aver stand watch in CIC when LTJG Rampey wap the officer of the deck?
A. No, sir, I've never., In fact I can't recall ever being in the same watch section with
LTJG Remsey.

Q. Did you ever stand watch in CIC when LTJG Hopson waes Junior Officer of the Watch?
A, 1 feel that I have in all probability, although I cannct recall any particular time.

Q. What did you observe as to the state of communications between EVANS and MELBOURNE during

EEA SPIRIT operations?
A. T felt that cammunications were quite good throughout the exercise, and felt that MELBOURNE's

cammunicators were very good, We had very good cammunications.

Q. Did 1t geem to you that communications between the Australian and U.E5, ships were any
different than those betwesn U,5, shipe in each case?

A, Ko, eir, I would not think that there was anything that caused any real adjustment as
far as working with the Australians.

Q. Which stateroam did you have in the After Officers Quarters?
A, My stateroam 18 directly aft of LT Dunne's stateroam - very close to center line,

Q. Port or starboard side?

A. It would be port side, Excuse me, What I mean 1s it would be to port of what would be
the stateroam across from me, which would be starboard, although the stateroam 1tself would be
in fact on the starboard side.

Q. Well, they are both on the starboard side of the ghip?
A, Yes, alr.

Q. And you were on the port side of the passageway?
A, Yes, Bir.

R. You mentioned drawers falling out omto the deck. Did they open wp onto the port or

etarboard side?
A. They opened to starboard,

Q. And were these drawerz that were under your bunk or other drawers?
A, Ye’? glr. They were drawers that were directly under my bunk,

Q. Were there latches on them to secure them in positiont
A. Yes, eir.

Q. What position were the latches int
A. As far as I know, the drawers should have been secured,

Q. When you say they should have been secured, you mean that they were in fact in the locked
position or they were not?

A. Normally, if I were to close a drawer in my stateroam I would just, out of habit, secure
the latch. Therefore, I would u"a'gt'; that these drawers should have had the latches secured,

coumel has no more questions of thisz witnesa,

?

Counsel for the board:
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EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

- ' Q. Mr, Gu-rison, in your capacity as the Assilstant Navigator, did you have anything to do
with the ship's clocks? ’ ¥e
A, T would say that my responsibility was to see that the quartermasters 4id, in fact, have
& man whose responsibility it was to wind all tlocks, and to see that they were nccurately set,

Q. What frequency was this to be done?
A, Thid was done on a daily basis,

Q. All clocks in the ship?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think it was in fact done?
A, Yes, sir, I do.

Q. Was a record kept of the errors found in the clocks?
A. Yes, sir, There wus,

Q. In what meanner was the record keptf
A, The quartermasters had a log book which would ghow specific clocks and their inaccuracies,

Q. Where was that log book stowed?
A. This log book would be in the chart houge.

Q. Was the log book then lost or is it avallable?
A, I would assume that the log book iz lost.

Q. What standard did the quartermasters use in setting the clocks? *
A. We had time tlcks which would be taken to compare with the chronometers, and then get a stop
watch accordingly, and proceed to thelr tour of the ship to ensure that the various clocks were

properly set,

Q. When they took a time tick what did they do?
A. 8ir, I don't understand your question,

Q. You paid the quartermaster would take a time tick. What does that involve?
A. Thig involves tuning in to a broadcast which would give a time which they could use to
compare with the chronometers to and, therefore, have a basis for their tour of the clocks.

Q. Thig is a broadcast from what source?
A. I do not know the source of the broadcast.

Q. It is some sort of a standard time signal?
A, Yes, sir, It 1s.

Q. Would it be WWV?
A, I cannot tell you, sir,

Q. Do you feel confident that this was done dally?
A, Yes, mlr. I do,

Benior Member: The board has no further que.sfions.

Coungel for the board: Mr. Garrison, you have a privilege to make a further atatement on
any matter relating to the subject of the investigation that has not yet been placed on record
and which you think should be recorded, Do you wish to add anything to your testimony?

Witness: I would like to ssy that I was sorry, of course, to see such a tragedy occur. But,
also, the exercise 1tself was one that I enjoyed being in and one in which I was certalnly sorry
to see something like this occur, because I thought the exerclse waz going quite well and ome
which was certainly benefleial to the cohegiveness of the navies inmvolved,

The witness was warned concerning his testlmony and withdrev from the board roam.
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Lieutenant Commander George L. McMichee! was recsllad as s witness by counsel for tha board,
reminded of his oath and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. LCDR McMichael, when you test{fied thi, morning, you indicated you would develop more
definitive information for the board as to the placemsnt of 1ife jackets {n relation to geners!
quarters stations in the after part of the ship and the number of personnal who vere berthed snd
ataticned in the after part of the ahip under normal steaning conditions. Have you had the
opportunity to prepare the document?

A. Yes, sir. T have put it in the form of a memorandum from mysslf to the senior member of
the joint board.

Q. And do you have the document with you?
A. Yes, sir, T do.

Q. And to your knowledge i{s the document complete and accurate?
A. Yes, sir, To the best of my knowledge it is complete and accurate.

Q. Is 1t basedon your personal knowledge?
A. Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: We therefore ask that {t ba marked as Exhibit 84 for fdentffication
and {s tendered to the board for admission into evidence.

Senior Member: Very well, so received.

e

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FGR THE BOARD {Cont'd)

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Since LCDR McMichael testified as to the substance of this document this morning we gee !
ne necessity for reading it st this time. Mr. McMichael you will aleo recall thet this morning
you supplied tha bosrd with a profile view of the ship indicating the mmber of casualties in
each spece.

A. Yes, air.

L]
Q. The board's exam’nation of this exhibit, which is Exhibit.81, thdicates that in only one *
berthing space were there no surviwors, fe that & correct interpretation of this?
A. Yes, -

Q. And that's the Forward Offfcers Quarters?
A. Yes,

Q. Have you had the opportunity to reflect on this and do you have any explanation perhaps
for this part of the exhibit?

A. No explanation. Perhaps & guess, in that it ig or was the lowest portion of ths ship that
was in the after portion of the starboard side which waa apparantly or I would asasume flooded first
in that the ship did gettle rather rapidly and settle by the stern. T don't know but what the
after portion of that compartment might have been flooded or that they might have already baen
dead at the time other people were getting out. The other possibility ig they, like I in my
stateroom, were disoriented for a short while. I had a little longer to go because I was bigher
in the ship's structure. I had an ssaier route out because I could go directly, whereas they
would have co climb athwartships., Whare they would normally walk across s deck to travel
athwartshipa, they would have to climb up a bulkhead and either go aft through the mess decks,
which was the route that most of the people that escaped from the forward ares followed, or to go
around the barbette of mount 51 and move up through chiefs quarters and out forward the way the
chiefs did. 1In efther way they had a long weys to go and no way that I could see to assist them
to climb up these bulkheads or up the decks which had bacome bulkheads.

R FEOT T . B,

Q. Subsequent to your testifying, the board hes received tasstimony that would indicate there
is hearsay to the effect thet the door to forward officers quarters may have baen blocked, have
you heard such rumors or hearsay?

A. 1 baard a aimilsr rumor or hesraay shortly after I was brought sboard MELBOURNE after the
collision. At that time I sat about trying to find out just who had first hand knowledge of this.

. ‘-»*f 1 had been told that the officers in Forward Officars Country had not been sble to get out becaues
R 4 ladder hed blocked their egress. I personslly was able to coatact part of the Mrit Dvieion -
e personnel vhile on MELBORNE. I had to stop my efforts there in order to go back ever to FRANK I.

EVANS. But when wa got aboard KEARSARGE lster in that day...The following day I directed the
Weapons Cfficer to continus the search for infommation. We found two or thres people who had
heard tha esame rumor that the door had baen blocked, but we ware umable to find anyBolly {n First
Division that had seen this and knew it of their own knowledge that thia door hed bean blocked.
First Divieien personnel weare thas only ones who would have coms by the door coming out of forward
officers country. Tha chifefs slept forwaerd and the people in O were further aft.

Q. To your knowledge wers all the surviving First Divisfon personnel interviewed on this

subject?
A. Yea, sir, thay ware.
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Q. And T believe thers were only six of them.,.at lsast the testimony before the board
would {ndicate that?

A, Six who were in the berthing area at the time of the collision, yes., That included
the leading surviving patty officer, petty offiecar Crowson who stated that he hed heard the
TumoT but that he hed been unable to find any substantistion,

Counssl for ths board: That clarifias the two Pemaining points that were laft from this
morning, sir. If the board hes no quastions on those points, T will proceed with LCDR McMicheel.

Senior Member: Please do.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cent'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. ILDR McMichsel, although this {s your second Sppesarance before the board we will gow
80 into the mors general matters which normally would be expscted the firat time, so I will start
at the beginning. Would you state briefly for the benefit of the board, your naval experience?
A. I was a Neval Reserve Officer's Training Corps produet from the University of Soul:harl‘/
California. I received a regular commiasion in 1957, I was ordered aboard USS LENAWEE (APA-195),
88 ‘a gunnery officer {n which capacity I served for approximately 10 months. I was then aspigned
to the Naval Intelligence School Language Division where I undertook a 36 week course in the
Russisn language, Pollowing that I hed 18 months service here in the Philippines at Naval
Communications Station, San Miguel, and TAD assigmments to the staffs of CARDIV 1, Commander
Carrier Division 1, and Commender Carrier Division 5 during that period. I 1eft here in 1960 and
went aboard USS BRADFCRD (DD-545), where I served as operations officer. Upon decommissfoning
of BRADFORD to transfeyr under the MAP program to Greece, I became first Executive Officer and
then Officer in Charge of the transfer team. Upen transfer of BRADFGRD to the Greek Navy, I
wag assigned to duty as Officer in Cherge of USS HOLT (DE-706), which was in the process of
being recommissioned being brought-out of moth balls and prepared for transfer to the Republic
of Korea Navy. Upon completion of that, which was in 1964, ,.sumner of 1964 - I gerved 9 months
a8 OIC of 706 - I was asnigned to USS WEISS (APD-135) as Executive Officer. I served aboard
WEISS for 20 months. I wss detached from WEISS in the summer of 1965, no 66, excuse me, and
was assigned to the Postgraduate School for a post graduate curriculum et American University
in Washington D. C., where I received a Master's degres.

Q. In what area?

A. In International Relations. I was then assigned in ths Spring of 1967 to the staff of
the Senior Member Military Armistics Commiestion in Kores where I servad as advance secretariat
and joint duty officer {n Korea for a 12 month tour. Upon completion of thet tour I was ordered
to USS FRANK E. EVANS.as .Executive Offfcar and reported in May of last year.

Q. In sddition to your duties as Executive Officer are you assigned any other principal
dutien?
A. Yes, sir, I am also the Navigator.

Q. Are you also Tesponsible for the training program on the ship?

A. Yes, sir. T am responsible for overseeing the training program. We have = training
officer but I am respensible under the comuanding officer to ensure that the training program is
followad and is purasued.

Q- Who is the trsining officer?
A. LTIG Hiltz is tha training officer.

Q. Following the overhaul period last yaar, which this board has heard about from other
witnessas, did FRANK E, EVANS go through a period of individual ship, type and intertype training?
A, Yes, sir, it 414,

Q. How extensive was this period of training?

A. We spent a good proportion of our time at sea and it pretty well covered all aspacta of
destroyer operations. It covered shore bombardment. We gained eur qualifications in shore
bombardment, ASW, AAW, and task force operations as part of an ASW umit or group.

Q. Did it specifically include ASW Task Group acreening and plane ginrd operations?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. For how long a period had FRANK E. EVANS been doing this subsequent to 1ts overhaul, and
prior to the collision on 3 June?

A, More or less eontinuously each time we went to gea from approximately the and of the
holiday lesve period, which would have been in aarly Janusry. Of course we were in HUK ASWEX in
December whare also we did some screening. But then were broken up for a wonth and a half for
the leave period. Then from Mid-January to the time of the collision we had beaen on and off

deployed in & ASW group and engaged in plane guarding.

Q- -Do you recill whather any particular preparations were made {n FRANK E. EVANS for exarcise
SEA SPIRIT in the way of training or indoctrination?

A. Yes, sir. we held verious briefings on portions of the various publications which led to
SEA BPIRIT Aa each officer would 80 to participate in a partieular briefing which preceded both
bars and in Manila, preceded SEA SPIRIT, he would come back to ths ship and we would have an officer
training session referrad to as officars tactical achool to cover the material which he hed

learned from the briefing.
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