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Tbe board reconvene« ill ex.cutlve .... lon at 0830 boW'., 26 JWIO 1969. DW'~ thi ..... lon tb. board revie_ and approved tbe prlor d~'. tran.cr1pt and plaml.d future proe •• d1l!go of the board. At the conclUlion ther.of, the board reconvened 1n open .... lpn at 0930 hour., 26 June 1969. 

All per.on. connect.d with the board, wbo were pre •• nt when tbe board adjourned were .. a1n prelent. 

Senlor Mosber: TIle hear1nil 11 now open. 

Coun •• l for the board: rhe board ls now be1nil held ill open .... lon. It 1. n.cellar:r to po1nt out thet an,y perlon WIlo hu been told he 10 a witnell or WIlo IIIOJ' be a witn ... 1. uked to withdraw tr<D. the board rOClD.. Sir, prior to c&l.l1ng the tir.t vitne.l, we have recreived an authenticated COW of a ...... og •• ent frail USB !l\ANK E. EVAlIS to 1IMAS MEUIOURNE on the 3let of Mq concernlng c~unlcatlon.. rul vas referred to by Lieut.nant CClllllaDder Arundel 1n hi. t •• t1Jlon7 and at thi. tim. we tend.r lt &I I!xb1bit 80 for 1nclUllon 1n the record. 

Senior Member: V.rr well, .0 received. 

Lieutenant CClllD&D.der George L. ~chael, U.S. BaVY', vu c~d u • rituels by cOUDael tor tb. board, was lworn and teltin.d &I followa: 

EXAMIKAUOI'I BI COIlllllEL lI'CIl TIlE l!OAI!D 

Que.tion. by Counl.l for the board: 

Q. Ll.ut.nant C<mu.nd.r McMichael, you heve be.n called u a witne .. for thil board of 1nve.tigatlon, Wb1ch 10 inquiring into the c1rcUlUtance. lurround1ng the co111110n of 1IMAS MELIlOIItI'IE and USS !l\ANK E. EVAlIS, because lt 10 belleved that you heve .• videnc. Wb1ch IIIOJ' a .. lot the board 1n It. inve.tigatlon. UDder Unit.d states law no vitn ... IIIOJ' be ccmpelled to an.we~ an,y queltlon, the answer, to Wb1cb IIIOJ' t.nd to lncr1m1nate him and )'011 IIIOJ' refue. to anover an,y .uch queltiona. Do you Under.tand the remarb I heve jUlt lied., 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Would you .tat. your name, YOW' grade and pres.nt organizationT A. Lieut.nant CClllllaDd.r Georg. Le. McM1chael, U.S. Navy, prelent4 Executive Ofnc.r, USS _II' E. EVANS. , 
Q. And were you the Execut1v. Off1cer of ftANB: I. DAIIS on 3 Jun. 1969' A. Yel, lir. I .... 

Q. Lieutenant C_d.r Mcltlchael, the board 1nteDds to call you later for IIIOr. ccmpreheno1ve test1lllOny. However, at thi. time, heving heard t •• t1lllOny from a number of vitn ... e. frail •• v.ral part. of the .hip, the board would llke infomatlon of a gen.ral nature a. to the n ... ber of per.onnel 1n varlous parte of the ship and tbos. WIlo were loot u a result of the diluter. Have you, at IQ' requelt, prepared any document Which luamar1zel the information on that question? A. Y •• , dr. I hev.. I bave vith .... an 1nboard profile of the .Up in Wb1ch the various -.lor ccapartmente of the lhip are d.lineat.d. I hev. annotat.d the •• ccmpart.ments witb the n_ber of people wbo ver. phyo1cal4 loca6ed 1n the ccmpartment at the time of co111.10n and the nllDber of people Wbo were lost in .acb ccapartment. 

Q. And at thil time, would you produc. the doe18ent _0 that it IIIOJ' be arked I!xb1blt Bl tor identiflcat10n? 
A. Yel, .1r. 

Q. Tb. f1&ure1 thet you heve _bovn there are 1n two I.ta I belleve. Tho .. pertaining to the per.ona.l 1n various part. of the abip at the time of co11101on, and tbo •• WIlo wer. lo.t. I. thet correct? 
A. rhet 1_ eonect. 

Q. Whet 11 the total nUllber of perlo"," Wbo wre 011 board at the t1ae of co111I1011? A. rvo _red and _.venty three. 

Q. And Wbat 10 the number of per_oDO Wbo wre 10itT 
A. Seventy-rour. 

Q. And do the figure. Wb1ch you heve _bovn there total tho •• two n_rlT A. Yel, .1r. 
Q. Are thor. an,y other .xplanatorr raub that you would llke to _ witb relpect to thet .xb1bltT 
A. 110, 11r, except 1n 0 .... 1nltanC. the location of • perlon IbOYD here 10 on4 appro~tod because he vu a l'OY1ns patrol. I don't belleno h. re_berl .xact4 _re he vas hut the general area of the .hip 10 _hoWn. 
Q. Who 10 thet IlaDT 
A. I don't re_r Wbo had the _tcb. I belleve it .... Hudlon, the Sounding and Security Watch. 

Q. And where heW you lbovn b:l.a 1n that d1qr_' A. I have ._ b1a in the port lid. ,...1 __ , 3uat aft of the hetcb leading lnto Min cont:rol. 
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A. 

of'the 

Have ;vou'indio.ted in any !'hoe on that pJ'otlle view, vIlere tbe breal< in the Ihip ocourred? Ye., dr. There 10 • Jagged line Ihown here .t tr .... 92 and • halt 1fII10b 11 the location •• par_tion. ' 
Q. 
A. 

I. that .t the .pproximate forward bulkhead of the Porward Engine Room? Yel, lir. It 11. 

Coun.el for the board: At thi. time w Will deliver that document to the board and uk that it he admitted into evidenoe. 

BBnior Member: It ID&,y be .dmitted. 

EXAMINATIOI/ BY COlllSEL FIl1 Til!: BOARD (Cont' d) 
Question. ~ Coun.el for the board: 

Q. Lieutenant C~er McMicha.l, are ;vou flJJl1liar With the distribution of lif. Jaoket. on board FRANK E. !VAlIS prior to the time of oOllidon? A. Yea, air. I 1Dl. 

Q. Could;vou at.te who va. the ou.otOdian of the lif. j.ckete on board? A. The Fir.t Li.utenant, Ensign Robert Brandon. 

Q. And did he 1urv1 ve the oollidon? 
A. I/o, .ir. He did not. 

Q. Do;vou have any document.tion indioating the number of life jacket. 1fII10h ""re on board FRANK E. IVAIIS? 
A. Y •• , dr. There .... an inventory conducted in February of thi. ;year ~ Brandon. I have the invenwry card. for that inventory. 

Q. Do th.y bear hi. dgnatur.? 
A. Ye., air. Th~ do. 

Q. What types of lif. j.okete do th.y indioat. that ""r •• board? A. Th.y indicat. that on board there wre 70 kapok type lif. j.oket. and 245 ;voke type inflat.bl. life jackete - C02 lif. j.ckets. 

Q. Por. total of? 
A. 315.' 

Q. And .. I und.rltand it, there ""r. 273 lien .board on 3 June. Is that correct? A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And how were the •• life jacket. dlltributed about the .hip? A. The inflatable lif. j.ckets were dlltribut.d in the vicinity of general quart.rs atationa. Th. kapok life jackets lII!!r. distribut.d in the vicinity of lin. working Itationa for und.rway replenllhllentl. 

Q. And did lcae people use the kapok jacketa aleo .t gelleral quartera? A. Yel, air, especially on the open bridge and exposed are ... 

Q. Are;vou .war. of any ..... ur .. that were taloen to in.ure that all personn.l had lif. jacket • • t their gen.ral quart.r •• t.tion.? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. Would;vou d •• cribe them ple.le' 
A. Each time the lhip ""nt to general quarter., in • drill s1 tuation that i. - for .xample not on the gun line vIlen we were doing it ... drill or in pr.par.tion for. gunn.ry Ihoot - the word vbul.d he p .... d on the Dr: for any perlonnel not having a lif. jacket and aleo not having a gaa mask to contact the Leading Petty Offic.r of their .tation. He".. then to pJ'Ovid. a liat to the Pirat Lieutenant of any milsing lite laving equipaent. Thi. wal done on a normal basil. We never 0 .... up With any ,hortagel. Sametiloel, ,caebOdy would have taloen a lif. jacket or t"" from on • • tattoo and maybe found thefi way to another atatioD, 10 we did real.loeate resources • couple of' timea. Each tiloe that we did thi. "" did end up With everybOdy having a Uf. jacket. 
Q. And did ;VOU mal<e any per.onal cheoke as to the adequacy of Uf. jaokets? A. Ye" lir. AI. part of going to general quarter" I no~ mad. a tour throughout the .hip checking the oetting of _t.rial condition.. AI I did thi" I aleo in.peoted for proper battle drell 1fII1ch included lif. jacketl. 

Q. By whol. order did lOu do thi.? 
A. By the C_ding Offio.r' I order. 

Q. Do;vou recall the molt rec.nt t1ae that ;VOU ID&,y have don. thi. prior to the oollidon' A. The last time would h.ve been the pariOd Ihortly before we arrived on the gun lin., vIlen we ""re at a general quarterl I1tuat1on. ThI., 1iOul.d have be.n early Illy. 

Q. During the periOd on the gun lin., how ... re the lif. jacket. and other .. feW equi_nt ohecked' 
A. They were cheoked ~ the Firlt Lieutenant With regularity. Then, &100, all of the officer. in oharl_ of t ... var1""" It.tion. lII!!N directed to inlpeot for proper battle drell. If' they found any lhortcClll&ngo they wre to report thil &100 to the Firlt Lieutenant to get the additional equipment. I don't know, of.., own knowledge, of any lhortag.1 that wre turned up .t thb time. 
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Q. Ra .... youlndicated in ~ place on that prot'1le view, where the break in the .hip occurred? A. Ye., I1r. There 11 a jagged line .hewn here at tr .... 92 and a bal1', which 10 the location of the .eparation. 

Q. II that at the approximate forward bulkhead of the l"orward Engine ROCID? A. Yes..1r. It 1 •. 

Counsel tor the board: At thi. time we will deliver that doc .... nt to the board and uk that , it be admitted into evidence. 

Senior Member: It IU,Y be aelmi ttod. 

EXAMINATICII BY COmSEL l'Ql Till! IIOARD (Cont' d) 
Que.tionl by Coun.el for the board: 

Q. Lieutenant Ccamander l&:lI1chael, are you familiar with the distribution of life jacket. on board 1RAlIK E. EVANS prior to the time of collision? A. Yes, lir. I Ill. 

Q. Could you .tate Wbo va. the cuatodian of the life jackets on board? A. The F1r.t Lieutenant, Ensign Robert Brandon. 

Q. And did he .urvt.... the colli.ion' 
A. 110, .ir. Be did not. 

Q. Do you have ~ documentation indicating the n ... ber of life jackets which were on board lRAIlE E. EVANS? 
A. Ye., .ir. There wu an in .... ntory conducted in February of thlo year by Brandon. I ha .... the in .... ntory card. for that in .... ntory. 

Q. Do they bear his I1l11lature? 
A. Yelt lir. Th~ do. 

Q. What types of life jacket. do they indicate that were aboard? A. They indicate that on board there were 70 kapok type life jacket. and 245 yoke type inflatable lif. jacket. - C02 life jackets. 

Q. 
A. 

l"or ,. total ot? 
315. 

Q. And as I und.r.tand it, there were 273 men aboard on 3 June. Is that correct? A. Yel •• ir. 

Q. And how were the •• lif. jacket. d1atributed about the .hip? A. The inflatable life j.cket. were d1atribut.d in the vicinity of gen.ral quart.rs .tationa. The kapok lif. jackets were distribut.d in the vicinity of line working atationa for underway replenlohlllents. 

Q. And did .~ peopJ.. uae the kapok jacket. alao at geaeral quartera? A. Yel, air, especially on the open bridge and exposed areas. 

Q. Are you aware of any me .. ur.a that were taken to inaur. that all personn.l had lif. jacketl at their general quarters ItatioDs? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Would you d •• cribe them plau.? 
A. kch time the .hip went to general quarters, in • drlll situation that 1& - for exUlpJ.. tot em the gun'fune vben we were doing it .... drlll or in preparation for a gunnery shoot .. the word 1Ii>Ul.d be p .... d on the lJI: for ~ per.annel not having a lif. jacket and alao not having a gaa .... k to contact the Leading P.tty Officer of their .t.tien. Be wu then to provide. li.t to the P1rot Li.utenant of ~ mi .. ing life .aving .quipoent. Th1l wu don. on a normal. tada. W. never c .... up with ~ .bartag... Scmet1Joe., .~body would have taken. lif. jacket or two tl'CIID on • • tation and -.ybe found tbetr way to another Itation, 10 we did reallocate resources a couple of time.. Each time that we did thi. we did end up with ..... rybody having • lif. j.cket. 

Q. And did you make ~ per.onal checks .. to the adequacy of lif. jacket.? A. y .. ,.ir. -'-. part of going to general quartor., I no~ mad. • tour throughout the .hip checking the oetting of .terial conditions. -'- I did thi., I alao inspected for proper battle dr ... which includ.d life jacket •• 

Q. By Wbo.e order did 7"u do thi.? 
A. By the Ccamancling Officer'. order. 

Q. Do you recall the ..,.t recent t1Joe that you IU,Y ha .... don. thi. prior to the collidon' A. The lut ti_ would have be.n tho period .hort1y betore we arrived on tbe gun line, When we were .t • general quartor. I1tuation. Thf.. would ha .... boon ear1y Nay. 

Q. During the period on the gun line, how were the life jacketa and oth.r nf.ty equi_nt chocked? 
A. They were choctod by the P1r.t Lieutenant witb regularity. Thall, aloo, all of tbe offic.rs in cbar •• of tile veri ...... tation. 1Mre directed to in.poet for proper battlo elrea.. If they found anr .bort • ....",. they 1Mre to report thi. aloo to the P1r.t Lieutenant to get the additional equipoent. I don't know, of I\Y own knoWleelge, of ~ .bartage. that were turned up .t this time. 
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Il. If your own mowledge, can you lay that there ftre follow-up mealurel when luch reports 
were received? 

A. Ye., .ir. There were. 

Il. And whole responsibility- vas that in addition to your own? 
A. The First Lieutenant. We &leo had been in the proce .. of ordering lOIIIe additional .... pok 

type life jacketl. This was, cf cour.e, the Supp~ Officer fOllowing up din that. 

Q. JIov many vere an order. do you knOW'! 
A. I don't know, .ir. 

Q. Based on your knowledge of the battle IbUons of the _hip, can you tell the board how IIWlY 
life jacket. would have been Itored aft of the point of break that resulted from the collilion? 

A. Ye., lir. There would be approx1mate~ 104 in the after portion of the _hip. The number 
of people act~ us1gned would fluctuate with the changes of penonnel, but 104 10 the nomal 
assignment of perlonnel art of the break. 

Q. I underltand that ,you mean that there wfIre 104 battle stations aft of the break? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. On 3 June, how IIWlY perlonnel were berthed aft of the point of break? 
A. There were 139 berthed aft. 104 _tations had the inflatable life jackets. In addition to 

that, there were approx1mate~ 30 .... pok life jackets also ava1leble in the after portion of the lhip. 

Q. And where would they have been Itored? 
A. They would have been stored in the DASH hangar, the life jacket locker on the 02 deck next 

to ECM 2 and just aft of number two Itack in a locker. 

Q. And wbat was the prlmary purpose of their being in thole pol1tions? 
A. Thele were normal.J.y uaed by the underway replenishment personnel on those It.tions IIZDidshfp 

and atter stations • 

Q. And how many perlonnel were normaJ.ly Wled in those Itations tor underway replenishments? 
A. Approx1mate~ 15 at each Itation. 

Q. And were any checks lllade during underway replenishments to ensure that all personnel had 
life jackets on? 

A. Yel, lir. N"'rou8 checks were lllade by ~self, by the COIIlIII&l1ding Officer, by the Weapons 
Otticer and by the First Lieutenant. , 

Q. And when was the lut underway replenishment prior to the collil1on? 
A. The day preceding. 

Q. And do you know whether any cbecks were made during that underway replensihment? 
A. Yes, sir. The~ were, and I made the cbecks m;yaelf. 

Q,. In aUlllDlLl'y, therefore, can :you make III elt1mate as to the approximate number of life jackets 
that would have been stored aft of the point of break? 

A. There should have been approx1mate~ 140 to 150 life jackets aft of the break. Act~, 
there should have been another 15 on top of that becaWie there was a piece missing, because one of 
the lockers got mocked over the side which ..... aft. 

Q. I don't under.tam that. Maybe you can clarifY? 
A. JWlt next to the laundry, forward starboard 8ide, there 11&1 a locker, a life jacket locker, 

wIl1ch I did not include in the figure I just gave you. This vas a storage area for an additional 
15 jackets. These would normally be available in the after half of the ship. However, they were lost 
over the lide in the collio1on. 

Q. They would not have been available in this e""nt? 
A. Ro, lir. 

Q. Therefore, your previous figure of 150 represents the approximate number of life jackets 
available aft of the break? 

A. Yel, air. 

Counsel tor the board: Counael has no more queltions OD thia subject, lir. We intend to recall 
Lieutenant Camnander McMichael at a later t12 in the final stages to cover several. subjects. 

Senior Member: I belive. with reference to these figure. of the number of general quarterl 
"itaticc.: aft. at ·the "!:reu and· the DlAmber of persoDs berthed art ot the break, it would be delirable 
to include at the appropriate time in our record, a breakdown of thOle or an indication ot how those 
totals .were arrived at. Counael. Would you arra..nge tor that pleale? 

COUDael tor the board: We will uk Lieutena.n.t CCllBander l6::M1chael to do that. We will introduce 
it when he next appearl before the board. There 11 one area that I might explore a l1ttle bit further, 
lir, that I omitted if I II&Y! 

Senior Member: Very ftll. 

IXAMINAl'ION BY COUlIBEL l"<J\ nE BOARD (Cont' d) 

Q",,"Uano tor eounoel for the board: 
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Q. Lieutenant CCIIIIIaIld.r McMichael. can ;rou i.odicate tho re&lolUl that lit. Jaclret. are noraJ.l¥ 
.tored at general quarter. Itation.? ' ' 

A. Yeo •• ir. Firot at all it'. tair~ .... 11 accept.d policy. I believe. in that thi. 11 the 
location trom which. it the situation ari •••• a la1lor expect. to have to abandon ship &I a result 
ot battle dUl&l!e. You do not want to ha..., th .... II)'. located in loclrerl or other portions of the 
.hip or in berthing areas where a man would have to go .aoewhor. elo. pr'or to going to hi. battle 
.tation. B;y having thelll on tho battle Itat1cm. ;you cut dOWll the time ot the un getting thore 
and arriving with a full. proper battle dre ... 

Q. II tho battle Itation tho place to which men are directed in .... rgenci ... ? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. And i. that tor all lII&jor emergenci .. ? 
A. Yes, .ir. 
Counael for the board: I have no further questions t air. 

Senior Member: The board has no que.tion. tor LCDR IIoMichael at this time. 

Coun.el for the board: LCDR McMichael. II I've indicat.d, ;you will be given the opportunity 
to t •• tif;y on other lubjects at a lat.r time. However, at th1e time, ;you are privileged to II&Ire 
an;y further .tatement covering the .ubject matter which hal be.n discus •• d this morning that ;you 
think lhould be a matter at record in conn.ction therewith which hu not be.n tull;y brought out 
by the qu.stions which has be.n aslred. Do;you hav. an;yth1ng to add? 

Witn •• s: I have no further information. 

Th. witness .... d~ warned concerning his testimon;y and withdrew tram the board roan. 

Robert E. Lares, Electrician's Mate Second CluIJ~·U.S. ~VYJ was called .a a w1"tnels by c~el 
tor the board, .... .worn and te.tified as tollows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TBE BOARD 

Questions by'Couns.l for the board: 

Q. Petty Officer Lares, you have been called as a witness tor this board of investigation, 
which is inquiring into the circumstanc.s surrounding the co111sion of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS !RANK 
E. EVANS. because it is understood that ;you have .vid.nc. which ilia)' assist the board in it. 
investigation. Under United States law no witness may be compelled to answer ~ question the 
answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to answer any such questions. Do 
you understand those remarks? 

A. Yes, lir. 

Q. Would you .tate your full. name, grade and the organization to which you are assigned? 
A. Robert Earl Lares, Electrician M&t. Second Class, USS !RANK E. EVANS (DD 754). 

Q. And were ;you .. signed to !RANK E. EVANS on the .ar~ morning of 3 June 1969? 
A. Yes, .ir. 

Q. Inviting;your attention to the approximate t:lme of the co111sion, which occurred then. 
could you state when you first noticed that something unusual was going on? 

A. Yes, lir. In the mortling, the o~ thing I heard vas a loud crash and .ver;yon. in the 
campartment YaB thrOWD tram their racks. 

Q. Let lie retrace "'If steps and get a little bit of background information that I .hould have 
aslred elll 11Ir. Would;you .tate how long ;you have been in the Nav;yt 

A. Three years and tour months. 

Q. And how long have ;you been o.ssigoed to USS !RANK E. EVANS? 
A. Since October 25th, 1968. 

Q. To what division vert ;you assigned? 
A. fiR" D1v1.1on. 

Q. What are ;your duties in that Division? 
A. I was an electrician. I maintained the electrical gear tor the Ship - lighting and .uch. 

Q. What 11 JOur berthing campartment? 
A. C-20l-L. 

Q. And going back to the time ot the co111sion, I believe tou indicated ;you vere thrown tram 
your bunk, 1s that correct? 

A.. Yes, .ir. 

Q. What did ;you do following being thrOWD tram ;your bunk? 
A. AI lOon as I .... throWn tram "'If bunk. there wr. no light. in the campartment and the 

emergency die.el .... running. I left the ccarpa.rtment 1DDediate~ and went to the die.el to try to 
.untain electrical load or reltore the eloctrical load. I .... unable to and ""nt back to the 
campartment and lot dre .. ed and left. I want"" the tantail. 
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ct. You .aid there ... re 110 light. in the e __ "t. Did 10"~ .... AIl¥ _rgeDey lighting 111 
the cClllpartment T 

A. Onl,y battle lanterns. There wu on battle lantern bunill8 111 'the 8111ergelley dielel !'O<IIl 
aDd one 111 the lllaCb1De 'bop. 

~. Were there battle lanterns bUl'll1I18 111 TOUr living cCllllpl.l"tmont? 
A. No, air. 

~. And _n 70U wnt to the ..... rgency diesel generator !'O<IIl, vIlat action did TOU take to try 
to get the ow1tchboard to take the load' 

A. In order to restore the electrical load TOu have to have two electrician.. One 111 the 
Emergency Diesel Rocm and one on the atter switchboard and there va_ no anlver, I could have 
closed the feedback and then went to the board I\Yself'. 

~. By the board, TOu ... an wh1ch board? 
A. The af'ter switchboard. Then put the load on that~. I didn't know vIlat the circumstances 

were and there was a poss1bU1ty of' electrocuting lomeone by' me taking this action. The Enginema.n 
e.me in and we secured the diesel. 

~. What is the n.... of the Engineman that c.... 111? 
A. Bare, Engineman Second. 

~. And through wIlat mean. did TOU att~ to cOOllllunicate with both the forward and after 
ow1tchboard? 

A. Soundpowered phones. 

~. 
A. 

Is that a pbone that i. manned 111 the Die.el Generator ROCIII or d1d TOu have a call ~tem'. 
It'. a call. ay'ltem. 

~. Do 70U recall the number of the circuit TOU uaed? 
A. 2JV. : 

~. You 1ndicated tbare _s a po .. ib1lity that TOu might electrocute s~body 11' TOU took the 
load the ~ that TOu outl1Ded. How could that occur? 

A. Well, if the Af'ter Engine Roam bad been flooded, wh1ch I didn't know, I eould have closed 
the feedback and I would hive been supply1118 poweroto number two ow1tchboard. If there bad been 
AIl¥b0d7 111 the water there 1. a good chance they would hive been electrocuted. 

~. I lee. "By close the feedback," could TOU describe that in a little more detail? 
A. There 1. a breaker on the sw1tcbboard. It'. called a feedback breaker and it connects the 

emergency switchboard and the diesel to the after awitchboard. There 1a two breakers, oue on each 
board. You close the atter breaker on the emergency diesel and then you close the breaker on the 
after ow1tchboard. You can supply electrical load to the ship. 

Q. Haw about the supplying of electrical power to af'ter ateering. Do you know what occurred in 
the cue of a.fter steering in this case? 

A. The power to af'ter steer1llg, I don't tb1Dk _s restored. lIol'lllllll7, if' the load il dropped, 
the d1elel w1ll start automatically. ABT on the diesel w1ll transfer to _rgency and automatiCally 
It art supply1Dg power to af'ter steeriDB. I don't tb1Dk it transferred. 

~. By ABT TOu mean lIIlat? 
A. Autcmatic Bus Transfer. 

~. And did TOu observe thlt TOurs elf' or are TOu mak1ng an .... 1lIIIpt10n 111 thlt regard 1 
A. It '. an usumption. I don It remember 1oold.ng to lee if it had transferred. 

~. I did Underltand TOu to lay that the diesel bad otarted autcml&t1cally vIlen the electr1cal 
power vent off. Is that correct? 

A. Yel, lir. 

~. ApprOXimately haw long did TOu Itay 111 the Emergency Diesel GeDerator ROCIII before leaving 
the canpartD!nt? 

A. Approximately a minute and a bal1'. 

~. D1d TOu report to I.D7One vIlat TOu bad done - to I.D7One 111 author1 ty on the fantail? 
A. Yea, lir. Mr. Covert, the Eng1neer1ng Officer. 

~. And vIlat ""re TOU directed to do at that tiD!, if anytb1Dg? 
A. JUlt baII8 100le and lee vIlat _s going to happen. 

~. And haw long was it before TOu left !RAIIX E. EVAIIS for the MELBOlllllE? 
A.· Posl1bly four or five minutes. 

~. What route did TOu Ule to board MEL1I01JRlIIE? 
A. I cl1lllbed the ECM deck and I%p a rope ladder. 

~. At the tiD! TOu wre thrown frail TOur bunk and ""nt to the after dieoel geDerator, was there 
AIl¥ 100 .. gear thrown around 111 TOur CCllllpartD!Dt? 

A. Yea, air. There were aeveral. upright lockers that had been .:wed rrom their :atOWltl and the 
generator roClll it.elf'. There bad been a desk that bad been lhi1'ted from the port.ide bulkhead and 
was ly1Dg oga1Dlt the generator. 
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A. 

How was that desk lecured to either the bulkhead or the deck? 
It hid been .pot welded. 

ro. !lad the spot weld broken, 10 that what hid happened? 
A. I think .0. 
ro. Do you have any knowledge as to how the upright lockers broke loose? 
A. No, air. 

ro. How had they been .ecured in place? 
A. There was a weld around the base of Ibeet _tal, angle iron, to II&lte • container tor them, 

approximate4', an inch high. They had been .. t in that. 

ro. !lad they been secured near the top in any way? 
A. Not that I know of.1 

Q. Baaed on your observation of the problems you experienced both with lockers and other gear 
breaking loose and with the diesel generator, do you have any design or other suggestions as a 
result of thi. event? 

A. other than that the upright lockers .hould be braced .aoe ~ at the top, no, sir. 

COunJlel for the board: Counael haa nO further questioDa tor this witnes8. 

EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOAlUl 

~uestion. by the senior member: 

ro. Lare., you .aid that in your living cOl'lpartment that you .. w no battle lantern. lighted. 
Were there an;y battle lantern. lituated there that you know of tor .ure prior to the collla1on or 
at the time of collision? 

A. No, lir. There were no battle lanterns in our c~nt. , 

Q. Where 1& the &utanatlc bus transfer device which transfers the steering gear power::aource 
from one of' the main boards to the emergencY' board? 

A. It' I lIIOunted in the .witchboard in the Arter Diesel Generator Room on the righthand side. 

ro. On the emergency board then? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Was "'t eet up, to your certain knowledge, to effect automatic tranafer? 
A. Yea, lir. When we are underway, it 111 alWQ'1I Bet up automatic. If'the load 18 lost it 

will tran.fer automatical4'. The die.el will start and the ABT tran.fer. automatic~. 

Q. When was the last time you checked to see that it was 10 set up? 
A. To the best I can remember, the second of June. It'. general.ly checked everydQ' by either 

~Ielt or one of the other electricians. 

ro. Whose ... pon.ibility is it to check? 
A. Either m;,y.elf or Powell, El.ectrlc1an'a Mate Second. 

Q. Depending on what! 
A. Depending on who gets to it fir.t that day. 

Q. Arter the collision, during your time aboard FRANK.E. EVANS, did you at any time .ee any 
battle lantern. of the automatic relay actuated variety that were not l£ihted? 

A. 1'0,\ lir. I didn't see &ny' that weren't llghted. 

Q. Do:rou think. there VlLI an adequate number of automatic battle lanterns available for 
II1nimum requirements in such an emergency? 

A. Yea, air. I think aO. 

Senior _ber: The board has no further question. for Petty Officer Lare •• 

Coun.e1 tor the board: Petty Officer Lare. at thi. time you are informed that you are privi1eCed 
to make any further .tat .... nt covering anything related to the .ubject matter of the inve.tigation 
that you think should be a matter of record in coeection therewith which has not been ful4' brought 
out by the que.tion. you have been asked. Would you like to add anything to what you have stated? 

Wltnes.: Bo, lir. 

The witne .. was du4' warned regarding hi. te.t1lllOny and withdrew from the board room. 

Donald A. Bakken, Machinery Repairman Firat Claaa, u.S. Navy, was cal.led as a witness by counsel 
for the board, was IlIOrn and to otiNed as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUIISEL l"tI! THE BOARD 

Questions b;r counsel tor the board: 

ro. Petty Officer Bakken, you have been called a. a witne .. for thlo board of inve.tigation, 
which 10 inquiring into the circUlUtanceo lurrounding the collio1on of IIMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK 
E. EVANS, becauae it 10 believed that you have evidence which u:r .. alot the board in ita invoatigatioD. 
Snder United state. law, DO v1thels JDQ' be compelled to aDlVer any' lIluelt10n the l.l18Wer to which m&y' 

tend to 1ncr1m1nate him and you may retuae to anlwer &JV' luch lIluelt1ons. Do;you understand the remarks 
I have juat made! 497 -, 

A. Yea, 8ir. 
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Q. Would JOu .tate JOur n .... , your grade and pre.ent organization? 
A. Donald A. Bakken, Machine Repairman fir.t Cla .. , USB !!WIK E. EVANS. 

Q. """ long have you been in the Nav;y'l 
A. Thirteen years, sir. 

Q. """ long have you been a.o1gned to USB l'!IMX E. EVANS? 
A. One year and three months. 

Q. To What division ""re you ... igned? 
A. "RII Division. 

Q. 
A. 

duties 

What ""re JOur general duties in that Division? 
For a period of t1me I _0 the leading petty officer, 

were the ship I II MR. I vas the onl.¥ one onboard. 
until the chief c .... aboard. )\y 

Q. And MR meana machinery repairman? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q. What was your general quarters atation? 
A. Repair five. 

Q. And where 18 that located? 
A. AIII1d.hip. jWlt aft of main control. 

Q. In the early ""'ming of 3 June, what ..... the fir.t indication that JOU bod that • .-thing 
Wlusual was oecurri:ag? 

A. Well, we rolled over to the a1de and were actual.ly hit. 

Q. And where were you at the t1me? 
A. I was 1n my rack asleep. 

Q. Apd where is your compartment? 
A. Compartment C-203-L. 

.' 

Q. And when the .hip rolled OVer and you ""re thrown from your bunk, What did you do next? 
A. My rack was on the starboard s1de, 10 I vun't actual.ly' thrown out of it, I 'WaS 1&1d up 

againot the side of the bulkhead. Soon as the .h1lp righted it.elf I 1.Dmediately grabbed II\V clothe. 
and went to my general quarters atation. , 

Q. What ..... the .tate of the lighting in your compartment at that t1me? 
A. As I recall there were battle lanterns burning. 

Q. Do you recall how many? 
A. No, lir. 

Q. Were you able to see to get your clothes OD and get out of the ccmpartJDent? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Was the illumination adequate for that purpo.e in your opinion? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And when you got to your battle .tation what did you find? 
A. Well, I was standing in water. As I looked t'orward, where there should have been a 

pusageway there was nothing. So I Itepped out onto the port lide, looked up and realized the 
extent ot' damage and returned to ~ compartment. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to where the vater c .... from that .... in the repair compartment? 
A. 50. I would have to alsume that when the ship laid over on itl 8ide it lhipped lome water 

aboard, and thil was ly1ng in the passageway. 

Q. And when you returned to the compartment, what did you find? 
A. There was otill • .- people in the compartment getting dre •• ed. I told tllem to get out of 

there immediately and get on the fantail. 

Q. And What 414 you do then? 
A. I ""nt up to the fantail. 

Q.. Did you oblerve anyone letting demage control conditions in the &rea? 
A. Ye., sir. They bod already .et Zebra on the after die.el hatch and the _chine .Il*!> hatch 

which are in the compartment and also on the hatch going down to the JP5 pump room. 

it. 

Q. And do you know who bod .et thooe condition.? 
A. Ro, I don't, sir. 

Q. .ow, c .. you give the board any idea of how long after the collision this ..... ? 
A. 2 or 3 minute. I would imagine. 

Q. And how long did it take the compartment to clear after you told the people to get out of 

A. They cleared out immediately. 
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Q. Fran there, where did you go? 
A. Afier I lert the caapartment, I went to the f."tail ."d ..... standing b7 aWld ting further 

order. as to whatever the of'f'1cer in charge wanted _ to do, .ir • 

Mr • 

Q. And who was the officer in charge at that time? 
A. When I got - first got to the fantail - I believe it was LTJG Cavert. 
Dunne showed up, .ir. 

Q. Did you receive any instructions AI to what 70U were to do? 
A. No. I _s ,just .tanding b7 WId ting. 

Q. Whot did you do then? 

Shortly Arter thet 

A. Well, a fireman came back, Hudson, and be was up on the midships Itation. He said there 
was nobody in charge up there. So I went up there and took charge. I then sent word back to Mr. 
Dunne that I had done so. 

Q. Did you establilh any cOllllllunication with the fantail? 
A. Just by mellenger, .ir. 

Q. Wbat did you do arter you took charge? 
A. Well - they were rigging ,jacob. ladders Il!ld trying to string cables - what it iaoucted to 

val that I aaw to it that our personnel were Itanding by to receive theae cable., put them where 
the Auatralll.ll officers wanted them lind secured the jacobs ladders. 

Q. And where did you put the cablel? 
A. The cable was run to our torpedo deck around the batt"", of the stanchion that held the 

davit - our torpedo davit. 

Q. Where were the jacoba ladders run to? 
A. They were run to the lifeline, lir. 

Q. To the? 
A. Lifellnes. 

Q. On the which deck? 
A. Main deck. 

Q. What personnel were there assiating you at the forward station? 
A. Thel~ were quite a number of seaman, fireJlaD, third clus petty officers and &180 Mr. 

Murphy. LTJG Murphy c .... up there, .ir. 

Q. And what actions did you and Mr. Murphy take from that point on? 
A. Well, our first concern vas to get the injured peopl..e off'. We couldn't do that off the 

,jacobs ladder. We notified the Australians that these guys couldn't possiblv climb a jacob. ladder. 
They lent dove a rigid aluminum ladder to us that the.e peeple could climb. 

Q. Did they send dove any stretchers at any time? 
A. Yes. They threw approximately seven stretchers on board. 

Q. Did you use tho.e for any purpose.? 
A. Juat one. One man went oft by stretcher. 

Q. Do you recall who that .... ? 
A. I believe it was Peters. 

Q. Did you eventually leave EVAIIS fran that station? 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Do you recall the personnel lert on board at the time you lert? 
A. The only three I know of that was there, was Mr. Hiltz, Mr. Murphy Il!ld lI\\'1Ielf. 

Q. Do you recall how IIIIL11:f were still on the fantail at that time? 
A. Mr. Hiltz c .... up, sir, Il!ld notified me Il!ld Mr. Murphy that every'boily was gone Il!ld we 

should leave alao. 

Q. Can you estimate how long that was after the collision? 
A. ~e fifteen or twenty minutes I luppoae. I don't know. 

Q. Based on ;your observations from the time of the collision untll you departed mANK E. EVANS, 
can you lII&ke any cClllllent as to the performance of duty b7 the crew of mANK E. EVANS? 

A. I would lilY it was very' outstanding. There was no panic. All the men did their ,job as 
they law it or as they were a •• igned and ,jUlt carried out their normal dutie •• 

Q. Can you ccament on the uaiatance you received tram the crew of MELBOURNE? 
A. Outstanding, dr. 

Q. At anytime, do you recall anyone fran mANK E. EVANS a.king anyone on the MELBOURNE for 
portable _"? 

A. 110, sir. 

Q. Arter you wnt aboard MELBOURm:, where were you taken? 
A. To the wardroom, I believe it ..... 
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Q. Were 70u in,jured in ~ 
A. Ro, air. 

Q. IIow lollll did 70u ........a aboard MELBotlIUIE? 
A. About III hour. 

Q. ADd did you .ub.equentlT leave? 
A. Yel • 

Q. Would you .tate the CirC ... tIllC .. ' 
A. Well, I ...... tand1lll! on the flllt&11 tUld.ng nth Hanna, BTl, lIben LTJG Covert c .... up and .tated he was going back to the .hip. Hanna uked 1t he vanted .omeone to go nth him, and he .aid he would not uk nor order anyone to return with him. Hanna and m;yselt volunteered. We went back nth him. 

Q. By what method did 70u return? 
A. MELl!OURNE'. iIIII&ll boat, .ir. 

Q. Do you recall the approxiate time of thi. occurrence? A. I had 110 idea at all lIbat time it...... I know it ..... light now. 

Q. It..... light at the time? 
A.. Yel, lir • 

. Q. Did you return directly to !'IWQ( E. EVANS? 
A. No. We circled the EVANS in the MELBOURNE'. boat. i'hen we went alolllld.e the LARSON and we went 011 nth the LARSON' •• alvase party. 

Q. ADd lIben you circled the atern .ecUon of EVANS, what did you DOte u to the .tate of its bUOYlllcy &lid .tabili ty? - . 
A. It appeared to be holding at the .tate it ..... at. 

Q. !lad it deteriorated .ince you had lett it earlier? A. Very little, I believe, .ir. 

Q. Can you e.timate how much freeboard there ..... in the mo.t forvard .ection? A. Five feet, I would imagine, .ir. 

Q. ADd!'OW about the stern? 
A.. It was at normal waterline level or a little above. 

Q. In other word. tilted up? 
A. Right. 

Q. ADd lIben 70u wet aboard EVANS nth the LARSON .alvage party, what were 70U directed to do or what did you do? 
A. We went with Mr. Covert first. Then we wem up &lid looked at the main control. Then we vent back to the f'ireroan, After F'1rero,-,.1Uld -realized that there was 110w progrels1ve f'looding there. 

Q. What was the water level when you fir.t entered the firerocm? A. I wouldn't have""" e.timate. I .tODd at the hatch. I didn't go down into the firerocm. 
Q. Who did go down in? 
A. Mr. Covert &lid Hanna did. I believe the .alyage officer of the LARSON 4id alao. 
Q. W"uld. You thea continue? 
A. Well, right after this, we went back &lid opened the di.buraillll office, got all the .hip'. pay record. &lid took them to the LARSON's boat. Next, we went &lid got all the per.onnel record. out of' the personnel of'fice and took them. to the boat. We salvaged the lIb1p'. store recorda. At about thi. time, an officer wanted to flO aroUlld &lid sound all the after tanke. He uked me if I would accOlllp&lly him to show him where u many of the .oundillll cap. were u I knew of - Wb1ch I did. While we were go1lll! through the compartment., we cheeked to make .ure there va. nobody .till down there • 

. Q. Did you find t.Q)'One there? 
A. 1'0, .ir. 

Q. It ..... ""!PtY? 
A. It Val empty. 

Q •. ADd then, after you completed the .ound1lll!., did you take any other ""tion.? A. i'hey rigged P250 pumpa with eductor. and were pump1lll! out the After Firerocm. Thi. controlled the f:lood1lll!. Alao, they cut away the .hip'. am&1l boat Wb1ch va. d&fllllllll! by the atter davit only. 
Q. Did you do anycother ,jetU.on1lll! of top.ide wight? 
A. Ye., .ir. 
Q. What etu1poent did you ,jetti.on? 
A. Fiece. of metal that were 1y1l11l around. I believe thraw the liferaft. that wre lying on deck cmtr the I1de, 
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Q. Did J'OU take ~ action v:!.th relpeot to ,the VIlST 
A. 110. 1I0t lIhlle I 1IU aboard. lir. 

Q. Did you atttapt to uae the nwIlt E. EVAIIB' P250 pump! 
A. We 4id uae our pump. air. 

Q. Did)'Ou manage to get it going! 
A. Yes. sir. W. took the one !rom Repair five and took it out on deok and it lit ott. 

Q. Did)'Ou aot~ ua. it for _ing' 
A. Yea, lir. 

Q. Approx1mate4' bow long did )'Ou remain aboardT 
A. I would a~ !rom 45 minute a to an hour. air. 

Q. What _a the reuon that )'Ou lett? 
A. They had quite a bit of classified material that they ~ted taken and delivered to our 

Exeoutive Officer. They bad it lacked up in oanvu bags. So they informed me and Hanna to go on 
back to the LARSON. ""ll. back to the MELBOllRIIE via the LARSON. and to deliver this material into 
the band. of our Executive Offioer. 

Q. And who __ lett aboard at the time )'OU departedT 
A. !'rail the ship'. cOll!p~. I belleve. Mr. Dunne. Mr. Lare and Mr. Covert. 

Q. Mr. Iliinne and Mr. Lare - bad they oome aboard 8ub.equent to you? 
A. Yea. They c .... aboard atter I did. lloo Mr. Suhr c .... aboard and opened his dlobura1ng 

laf'e and removed the cash. Cook, PNl,"came aboard and got the lhip'. diary. 

Q. Peraonnel diary? 
A. Yes. He got that out of the personnel offica and he bad lett. Mr. Suhr S9t the cuh and 

he bad lett. Mr. Lare _a aboard and Mr. Dunne ..... aboard taking care bf olu.ified and what-not 
material, air. 

Q. And when )'Ou went back to MELBOUIUIE. to whom did )'Ou report? 
A. Mr. Hiltz. 

Q. And did )'Ou turn aver the material to himT 
A. No. We lett the material on the LARSON v:!.th our Executive Officer and at thia time he 

told .... ''W';!en )'Ou get back aboard MELBOURNE report to Mr. HiltJ that lI\Y'aelf. Mr. Dunne and Mr. 
Covert will return to the ship as loon as we have cleared. all. cl..U:aified. material." 

Q. And, at approx1mate4' what time did )'Ou leave the FRANK E. EVAIIS? 
A. Well, I'm not lure of the time. I believe it was 9:15 when we got back OD the MELBOURNE. 

Q. Goins back to the point where )'Ou said )'Ou were jettisoning topside _ate. )'Ou indioated 
that certain liferafte were throvn over. What types of liferattl were these? 

A. I believe they were llferafta, air - the one. that are wrapped up in a rubber .. l1ke lack. 
There were two of these l¥1ng on the main deck ports ide forward. We rolled these over the .1de. 

Q. Were they ltill in their 8&oka? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you make ~ attempt to inflate them? 
A. Wo, .1r. 

Q. Did they inflate themselve. when they sot into the vater? 
A. 110. lIot that I know of. They were juat 4'1ns there atill bundled up the laat time I 

looked at them. 

Q. Do you know what happened to them atter they got into the vater? 
A. Ro, lir. I do not. 

Q. IIov IaIlY of them ""roo there? 
A. There vere two of them that me and Mr. CO'I'ert rolled over the aide. 

Q. That.... whioh lide? 
A. Port.ide. 

Q. Did it appear that &n)'One attempted to open them previoua4'? 
A. Bo, lir. 

Q. They ""re intact u far as )'Ou could tell? 
A. Yel, lir. 

Q. Did)'Ou ob.erve ~ other liferattl on board at that time? 
A. 110. air. %bat il the on4' tvo that I lav. 

Senior Member: I have a que.t1on. Bakken, vere there It.tic l1nel attached to these two 
liferatt. bundled up when you thre .. them over the lide? 

Witnels: 110, dr. They were jUit 4'1ns 10018 out of their bracketa and 4'1ns loo.e on deck. 
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Senior Member: Therefore, tllere being no .tatic lines the)' would not have been expected to 
innate? 

Witne .. : I would imagine that they wouldn't, because there wu nothing to pull the trigger 
on them. 

EXAllINATION BY COUNSEL FCIl THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Que.tion. u.r counsel for the board: 

Q. Did you note any particular performances u.r any persons that you th1nlt are ""rt~ of 
.pecial noteT 

A. I would .~ Bilvers, Machinist Mate Third, in his usistance in getting the injured people 
off the .hip. 

Q. Were the)' worldn8 under your direction at the mid.hips .tation? 
A. Yes, air. 

Counsel for tile board: Counsel has no further question. for this witne •• , .ir. 

EXAMIllATION BY MEMJ!!:RS OF TIlE BOARD 

Questions u.r the .enior ..... ber: 

Q. Did you see any re~ actuated battle lanterns between the time of collision and the time 
you initial..l¥ lett the ahip to go to MELBOUNNE which were not in operation? 

A. Yea, air. 

Q. Are you certain you are talldng about the automatic re~ actuated ••• ' 
A. Yes, .ir. The one. in the port pu.age~; the midships pas.age~, none:of tho.e battle 

lanterns 'Were on, air. It vas dark. -

Q. !law lIIIIllY 10 tbat? 
A. There is three in that area that I know of, lir. 

Q. . Was there any other illumination that you !mow of in that p&l.age~? 
A. Other than the normal ship' a lighting, tllere are battle lanterna at each cro .. hatch. , 

Questions u.r a member (Capt Rusk): 

Q. Thi. pusageway where you indicated that the battle lanterns were inoperative - which 
passageway was that in particular? 

A. This 1s the tore and aft passageway, air .. 

Q. !law far tram the point of 1lIIpact art, was your station - where you go to battle .tations? 
A. I would .~ it was probabl¥ 10 feet tram lIlY repair party to the end of the floating .ection 

of the lhip, lir. 

Senior Member: The board has no IIDre questions. 

Counlel for tile board: Petty Officer BaItIten, at this time you are privileged to make any 
further Itatement covering anything related to tile lubject matter of the invest1gation that you 
think lhould be a matter of record in connection therewith which has not been fully brought out u.r 
the questions you have been uked. Do you have anything to add? 

Witness: .No, .ir. 

The witne .. wu duly warned concern1ng his te.tillDny and withdrew tram the board roan. 

Senior Member: We w1ll recess tor ten minutes. 

The board rece.sed at 1040 hours, 26 June 1969. 
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The ..... rd ne __ in open .... ion .t 1100 boIIro, 26 JuM 1969. 

All per.on. connected with the board at the tia. the bolrd reee.,ed were •• Iln pr ••• nt. 

Slgnalun Pir.t CIa •• Byron I.. Pruden. U. S. NaY1, v •• called II • ritDe" by cCI\Iu..l for_ 
the bolrd, VI. duly aworn and t •• tified II follow •• 

ElWIIlIATIOII BY Ccmm:L pea TS lllAaD 

Que.tion. by counlel for the board: 

Q. Signalman Pirlt CIa •• Pruden. you have been called .1 • witne •• for thi. board of 
iDveatig_tion which 1, inquiring into the clrcumstanc.1 surrounding the collision of RHAS 
HELBCMlNE and USS FlANK E. EVANS bee.ua. it 18 under. toed that you have evidence which may 
••• tlt the board in it, investig.tlon. Under United St.te. l.w nO wltne .... y be compelled to 
answer any question the answer to which may tend to incriminate htm and you may r.tual to .n.ver 
any luch queatlon. Do you under. tend wh8t I have aaid? 

A. Y.a, air. 

Q. Would you atate your name, your Irade and pre.ent Orlani&ation? 
A. Byron R. PRUDEN, Slgnal ... n Firat Ch .. , USS PRANK E. EVANS (DD-7S4). 

Q. _ lona he ... you be.n ln tho 1Io",,? 
. A. 14.nd ono holf ,..r •• 

Q. _ 1011& ho". you been ... lgned to the EVARS? 
A. Slnce September 1968. 

Q. And to what dlv1.ion ver. you ... i,Dad? 
A. OC Dlv1.10n. 

Q. And whot were your duti .. in PlANK E. BVARS? 
A. I w .. the I.e.dlna Slgnol ... n. 

Q. And vhat vaa your living compartment? 
A. C-205-L. 

Q. Early '\Il the momlna of the 3rd of June, vhere vere you on the first notice you bed of 
.01lillon? 

A. I va. in bed, .ir. 

Q. And what occurred at that time? 
A. I va. awakened by a loud crunching noise and the lhip Mina thrown about pretty violently. 

Q. And who t hopponod to you 7 
A. Well, I vI.n't thrown out of my rIck, .ir. 

Q. Whot dld you do then? 
A. I recognized the noi •••• a colli.ion. 

on and .t.rted for my General Quarters StatioD. 
I lot out of my rack and put my ahoe. and pant. 
whlch w •• the .ignal brldge. 

Q. What v •• the .tatu. of illua1uti01l tn your complrt.8nt? 
A. Totally dark, lir. 

Q. Did y~ ob.erve any battle lantern. on? 
A. Ro, air. 

Q. Do you know whether there are any automatically actuated battle lanterna in your 
compare.nt? 

A. Rot on the OC Dlvl.ioo .ide of the compartment, DO, air. I don't believe there were. 

Q. Did you ob.erve the .ctiona of other per.onnal in the camparblant at tM. ti.? 
A. I law people trylns to .et up and aet thair clothe. on anc! I.t to their Genaral Quart.r. 

Station •• 

Q. W ••• ny .e.r thrown .bout by the lnitl.1 t.p.ct of the colli.ion? 
A. Ya., .ir. Ma.tre •••• , loebr. had b.en .. th.r •• a. one Uprilht locker that bad been torn 

100 ... t tho he.d of IIY r.ck - .nd clotho •• nd loUDdry b.i •• 

Q. The lockar that va. torn 100 ••• do you know bow it had been •• cured priM' t:o the colll.ion? 
•• Y •• , olr. Quarter 20 ~t bolt.d to • piec. of n.t .tack thot w .. _lded to the bulkhe.d. 

Q. W •• lt Mcurad top Ind "'UOIO or top on17? 
A. It •• t in • br.ckat on tho d.ck Ind ... bolt.d It tho top. 

Q. After you lot your clothe •• nd VIIn he.ded for JOUr GQ It.tion, whot occurred .. ."t? 
A. I he.ded for.., Conard Quartar. St.Uon throuah "II" Div1oion eomp.rt.ent, which to the 

aext livina compart:M:nt. Vent up throuch the 1M, .tor. p •••••• and encounter.d a quart.ru.tft' 
that w. injured. I in.tructed hi. in rirlt aid and vent oat on the main deele on the atarboard 
olde and .tarted forward. I..,t up .pproxi_ta17 15 flit forw.rd of whora tho bo.t .... ju.t 
unal ... 111 the v.tar .nd notl •• d thot I couldn't I.t to .., Con.rd Quartero St.tion. Pr". thor. I 
CurDed or ___ , Me .. te • Di'l'ioion _.rt.nt and .teted \'ImlIlna ,.oplo up onto the 
fant.n. I don't hH.ve t10e ,.opl. iD the c_.rtmont knew '- Hriou. it v... Another _n .nd 
.ylell. a s.cond CIa •• Quarte~.ter •••• 
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Q. What w. hh ... .".? 
He ond my •• lf .t.rted .ottina ZEBRA in the ofter berthina comport­
the people up onto tha tontoil through the conterline hotch thero 

A. li •• ol - QK2 Si •• el. 
_nt. of the .hip and running 
to the acuttI •• 

Q. Did the people respond to your direction promptly? 
A. Ye., Itr. They did, very promptly. 

Q. W •• thete any confulion or panic on the p.rt •••• 
A. No, Itr. None. 

Q. Approxlmately how long .fter the colll.ton VI. it before the compartment v •• cleared of 
people? 

A. I'd .IY .pproximately ftve minute •• three mlnutel. I'm not re.l lure of the time lap ••• 

Q. During Iny of this pertod wa. there Iny illumination 1n the compartment? 
A. Y •• , air. One of the men from I~I Divialon had brought I dlmage control light into the 

compartment. We used thi. light and I fl.sh light to .et ZEBRA 1n the compartment and check for 
Iny perlonnel who ~ght have been under mattr •••• s or laundry bagl ~ 1n corner •• 

Q. Dld you yourself check to anlure that 811 perlannel vere out of the ccapartment? 
A. I did per.onolly. Ye., air. 

Q. And were you the lalt man out of that compart.nt at that time? 
A. I halieve 10. Yel, lir. 

Q. After you let ZEBRA .nd evacuat.d the campartsent, where did you go from that point? 
A~ I va. checking over on the 2nd Division .ide of the compartment and I noticed After 

Steering w •• brightly lit. I wwnt into After Steering. The After Steering Watch conailted of 
HM3 lobert.on and SM Vejr. Vejr w •• trying to get coomunicot~n. with tho bridge. Be .till 
had hi. head .et on, .nd I Itopped and a.ked him what he wa, trying to do. He told me he v •• 
trying to get eommunications with the bridge, and I told him there v •• no lenle in trying to let 
communications because the bridge vas lone. I lnatructed VEJR and Robertlon to leave After 
Steering and go up on the fantail and .tand hy the Icuttle that VI. up there. Then I dOlged that 
hatch down. 

Q. Did you observe any .cticna by either Vejr or Robertlon with relpect to the rudder. Did 
they take any _actions vith reapect to pOlitioning the rudder? 

A. Not at' that time. No. sir. I .as only in After Steering approximately 30 .econdl. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

in it. 

Did you notice whether there waa power to the rudder at that time? 
No, sir. I didn't. 

I believe you indicated that the light. were on in After Steering? 
Ye., air. But After Steering hal battle lanterna in it, and it wa. emergency power that •••• 

What type of illumination wa. it you vere ae.lna. Do you recall? 
No, lir. I can't for lure. I ~ow it w.s lit up .••• 

Wa. it brighter than the battle l.ntern illumination? 
No, .ir. I couldn't •• y if it va. or wasn't. I know that After St.ering did hive light. 

Q. At .ny time did you .ee any .. chanica I foam in the compartment or .p.c.? 
A. I die' 't lee any in the compartment. However, when I wal going to my General quarter. 

Station, right after I encountered Crabtree. who va. the aan who ... injured, I QOticed that 
there .a. tbi •• tuff thot looked like blood on the bulkhead. I ..-lled it and right ov.y I 
knew w~t it vaa. There were mechanic.l fo.m r.ck. on the port lide of that p •••• g ••• y. Apparently, 
due to the colli.ion, these cana had come aut of their rack. and .plit open. 

Q. And where vere theae located? 
A. On the port .ide of the fore and .ft p •••• geW.y, rllht next to the crew'. wa.h room .nd 

craw'. he.d. 

Q. After you had in. true ted Vejr and aobert.on to 10 to the fantail, what vere your ftlxt 
.ction.? 

A. I vant up on the fantall and heretl where I .. t Li.ut.nant Dunne and told hi .... ctly 
what I had done. I hod .et ZEBRA in the cOlllpar_nt aDd chacked for ony injurod peopl.. At thlo 
time Mr. Dunne had a.ked for two volunteera to 80 into the vater .fter .ome life r.fts which wre 
just off the port .id. of the f.ntail. MY.elf ond BT3 Arrinlton vent into the woter and tried to 
set theae raft. to the fantail of thl EVANS .0 we could put the injured people on them in ea.e 
the after .ection of the Ihip •• nk. 

Q. And bow far ow.y from the ahip wero they? 
A •. letw.n 50 ond 100 fe.t I'd .oy, .ir. 

Q. And were you abl. to do what yoa had aet out to do? 
A. W. got to the r.ft. and tied three of tham tos.ther and tried to .vim them to t~ .hip. 

The.e roft •• r. awfully heavy. 

Q. Do you know whero the roft. c_ trc.! 
A. Yo" I1r. They were II!LlO!JIII! rattl. 
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Q. Wer. the1 ful11 iaflat.d at thia tt..? 
A. Y.' I 111'. 

Q. And by thie time, va. the FRARIt !. EVANS al ..... ald. the atern of MELBCllUI? 
A. Yel, 111'. She v ••• 

Q. And did you have a Hfe jacket on when 1011' __ out ther. to the •••• 
A. Yaa, alr. I had • kapok Hf. jackat 010. 

Q. Ibw about Arrington? 
A. Arrington had • kapok life jacket 011 alao. 

Q. When JOu were not able to let tham back to the atarn of EVANS, what did you do then? 
A. Well. we climbed up on tha •• rafts and on. of the MILBOURNE boacl, I believe ••• I don't 

knew where the bOlt came from. We hailed it and tlad the three raft, onto the ,tern of thi' 
motor launch Ind it pull.d them over to the fantaU of the IVANS. Wo ti.d them on to the fantall 
and went baek into the vater to let three .ora. There vere Itill thr •• rafte left ov.r there. 
We lot to tblle raftl and we were attemptlna to alt the •• raftl blck when we notad that they 
had abandoned ahip. 

Q. What did JOu do t_? 
A. The MELBClJIlNE lowered a .tretcher down and wlnted _ to let tnto the .tretellar. I " •• ntt 

injured and I told them 1 walnlt lotna to .at In the .tretcher. I jUlt hUDS On to tbe ed.e of 
the atretcher. They pull.d ... up to tha fantail with a two-fold. Then thoy lowerad it back 
down for Arrington the .ame way. 

Q. And that va. frca the raft.? 
A. Yes, .ir. From the raft •• 

Q. Wore the .. aho MELBOURNE rofto? 
A. Ye., lir. They vere. 

Q. During your period on the fantaU, did you oba.rva any of l'RARK I. IVAIIS liferafto? 
A. No, .ir. I had only Bone out on the .tarboard .ide one tt- and that w •• when I va. 

heading for ~ General Quarters Station. The r •• t of the activity I wa. involved in took place 
on the port .ide of the .hip and, of courle, if there w.re any raftl on the port lide I didn't 
lee any. There waln't any room to lower them or kick them off iuto the vater. , 

Q. To clarify how you got aboard the MELBOURNE. Did you hang OIlto the atretcher whU. it 
v.. hoiated? 

A. Y •• , .ir. I hung onto it. I waan't BOing to let into it. Apparently, they thought I 
v.s injured, but I va.n't. 

Q. During the period you were I.tting ZlIRA did you notiee anyone ela. in the leneral ar.a 
.otting Condition ZEBRA? 

A. I underltand there vere other men in ,other compartmenta, atr. I didn't lee any in ••• 
In the particular compartment I wa. in, thare val juat the two of UI • I had run everybody abe 
out. 

Q. When you had gone up to the fantaU did 10U DOtiCO the atata of diocipl1no and ordor among 
the people thero? 

A. Y.I, air. I d1d. Thera va. DO contulion or panic. 

Q. ADd: taled on yoer observaUonl, do you think that you would like to lUke any .peciftc 
comment a. to outatanding performance by any particular individual.? 

A. Ju,t ODe, air. That"l one of the crewmen off the M!LBOUIH! who va. in the vater at the 
time we lot to the raft. How long be' d bean thare or how he lot there I don't bow. 

Q. Do you know vho be va.? 
A. Y •• , .lr. I know hi. D&!Ie vas Nel.on. Bi. la.t ~ va. Nel,on and I". under.tancr he'l an 

E-7 - he', an Engineer. 

Q. And what v •• be dOing wbaa. you aaw hia'l 
A. Standing On the raft.. Be a •• i,ted *1 in trylna to get the raft. to the EVANS. 

Q. And bow about any performanca. of EVANS per.onnel? 
A. Woll, I thought that Lieutenant Dunna did a 1004 job of aupervhing 011 the fantail. 

Q. Do you hive any cc.aent •• 1 to event. that occurred to you after you arrived on board 
MELBOURNE? 

A. No, .ir. I thought thlt everybody va. treatad outltand.ina. 

!lWIINATICJI BY Til! IQUI) 

queation. by a ... mber (CAPT lUalt): 

Q. You .atd at ona ti.e that JOU racovered the raft., and 
,avo you a band wi th ,etUng thea to the fan taU of the IVAIIS. 

A. !e., .tr. 

at this ti_ a boat c .... by and 
Ia that "ilhU 
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Q. You then Itated, t beUeve, t.hat you wnt back into the ".ter a,ain after ... eond croup 
of raft,? 

A. Y.,. Ilr . 

Q. Why did you So b.ck into the water? 
A. Well, the bOlt shoved off. It was looking for people that were awiDaing around end 1n 

trouble. Thoy knew that neithor me or Arrinston wro hurt. So thoy shoved off lookins for other 
lurvivors 1n the v.ter. 

Questions by ,the lenlor member. 

Q. Pruden, where did you get the life jaeket you •• id you had on when you went into the water? 
A. This life jacket va. given to me by PN1 Cook, because h. knew that mylelf and Arrington 

were going into the water. He took it off and give it to me. 

Q. What was the total number of people 1n the group of signalman under your lupervtllon 1n 
FRA~ E. EVANS prior to the collision? 

A. Five, lir. not eountlng myself • 

. Q. And what Ire their rates plea.e? 
A. I had two 2nd ct ... Slgnalmen and three leamen. 

Q. Were any of the aeaman dealgnated striker_? 
A. Yes, air. I had one SMSN and one SHSA. 

Q. Would you deacribe the watch ayatem in effect during Exerciae Sea Spirit? 
A. We wwre on port and starboard watchea. Six on and aix off. I had a 2nd Cl.ss and • 

seaman in one section and a 2nd Class and a seaman in thL4ther section. There wa. al.o my_elf 
and a aeaman who was on watch from six o'clock in the morning untU 2200 or 2300 at nigbt, 
depending On the operational load of the aign*l gang. 

Q. You and your seaman who were augmenting the day watches would secure only if the traffic 
load would permit. Is that correct? 

A. That is affirmative, .ir. 

Q. Was there. great deal of traffie at night? 
A. No, .ir.~ There was very little traffic at night. The only place where we bad quite a 

bit of night traffic WIS in Manila. We stood port and starboard wltche. in there + I stood them 
myself. And when signalmen who wanted to go ashore, I let them go .ahore and the other people 
would augment the watch. I alwaYI had either myaelf or a 2nd cla._ on watch. 

EXAMINATION BY COONSEL FCl! THE BQO.RD 

Questions by counsel for the board. 

Q. Based on your observations of the actions after collision. do you have any comments or 
recommendationa as to design changes or other ~tter. which would .ssiat in future di.a.ters of 
this nature? I'm thinking specifically of the locker that came loose or other things of that 
nature, emergency lighting or any other m.tters. 

A. well, air. I think all your berthing compartment. should have your automatic battle 
lanterns actuated if the ahip loses power. I Imow that the Navy is doing away with the old type 
battle lantern DOW and gettina more and more into the autom.tic battle lantern. That ie the only 
cCJftlDent that I would have. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questioD •• 

Counsel for the board: Petty Officer; Pruden. you are info~d that you are privileged to aake 
any further statement covering the ~tter which i. the .ubject of the inveetiaation that ha. not 
been brought out by prior que.tion. which you were a.ked. Do you have any additional .tatements? 

A. NO, .ir. 

The v1tne •• va. duly warned cOllcerning hi. teSU.-ODY and withdrew from the board rOCXD. 

Seaman Apprentice Chri.topher A. Dewey. U. S. Navy, vas called a. a wit ••• by counsel for 
the board, va. duly .worn and testified a. follows. 

EXAMINAnlll BY CmRSEL rCl! Till B~RD 

quolUonl by e""" .. 1 fft the board (CDIt GI ... ): 

Q. Tou hove boon eallod '" • wit ..... for tblo boord of in .. IUsoUon that 10 inquirins into 
the circum.tanee. aurroandlna the colli.ion of .u.s MELlOOIUIE aad USB PRANK E. IVANS becau .. it i_ 
uncierstood that you _, have evidence which M, .ali.t~the board in ita iave_til.tion. Under 
United ~tate. law DO vitn •• , .. y be compelled to anwwar any que,tion the anwwer to which .. y tend 
to ineriatute bill and ,OU .. y refule to ,newer an)' luch que,tienl. Do you uDderltand what I have 
oold? 

A. Y •• , lir. 

Q. Will 7011 ploo .. atote your full n_ and your araclo ."., prooo .. t orsani .. Uon7 
A. Chrlotophor A. -7. So_n Approntieo. United Stotoo "Y)'. 
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Q. Since when lui". you b.en a ..... b •• of the U. S. Navy? 
A. I Joined September 27th, 1968. 

Q. And how long IuIve you been ••• igned to USS FRANK E. EVAIIS? 
A. Since February lot, 1969. 

Q. And to what duties are you •• signed in that .• hlp? 
A. I wa. in 1at Division, deck force. but I was temporarily mess cooking at the time. 

Q. And where woo your borthing comp •• tment in USS EVAIIS? 
A. It w •• the let Division Berthing Compartment. Up forward of the mess deck. and down one 

level. 

of 

Q. Were you .leeping In that compartment when the collision occurred? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. 
the 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Are you able to tell us how many men, all together, were In that compartment at the time 
colli.lon? 
Well, I think that there were about 32 in the compartment at the time. 

Are you able to tell U8 bow .. ny of tho •• that were there aurvtved the colli.lon? 
There were 6 people trom the compartment that survived. 

Q. 
A. 

Well, what was the first consequence of the collision which you noticed? 
Well, the ship. the forward •• ction. was thrown over on the atarboard stde. 

presume, wa. thrown out of their racks and againat the .tarboard bulkhead or agatnst 
that was in their way. 

Everyone, I 
anything 

Q. 
part? 
.\ A. 
wasnlt 
Voices 

And did you hear any CO!!ment from those that were in the compartment a. to what had taken 
: 

Someone on the port aide of the compartment laid that they had dropped the anchor. which 
too feasible. Someone elae mentioned that we had run aground. Thoa. were about the only 
that I heard down there. 

Q. Were you able to get your bearings at that time? 
A. At that time. I could not tell where I was. I had no idea of the relationship of where 

the hatch ,was or any other part of the compartment. 

Q. Was there any illumination in the compartment? 
A. Yes, I believe there was. There .eerned to be enough light for me to make out one person 

down there which would have been impossible if there had been no light on. 

Q. From where dld that illumination come? 
A. I think that lt was probably the battle lantern over - it was by the hatch to the reefer 

deck which was below the ladder. 

Q. How did you make your wly out? 
A. I was standing on the starboard bulkhead and there was a 11ne going up through a clear 

place to the hatch that somebody had found. I went atr.lght up across the .•• or straight up the 
overhe~d, through a jungle of racks that were laying Over the place and hanging from the ••. 
up top. I went straight up and through the hatch. 

Q. Did you see what other persons were able to exit through that hatch from your compartment? 
A. The only other person which I law and knew hid got out of the compartment was SN Vargo. 

Q. How was it you were able to find the location of this batch? 
A. Someone'elae had preceded me up there and had found it and called back down to the people 

there in the compartment that he had fqund the hatch, and that he was showing the way to it. 

Q. When you came out of that hatch, what campara-nt were you in? 
A. I was in the passageway near the forward head. 

Q. And which direction did you proceed? 
A. I proceeded towards the mesa decks which wa. where the general flow of traffic was gOing 

at that time. 

Q. How many other people did you •• e moving at that time? 
A. Well. I could aee about four other people from where I was in the palaagevay. 

Q. And was progress .a.y or difficult? 
A. At that point, it wa.ntt too difficult. The route was relatively clear of debris. 

Q. But l.ter on Vls'it different? 
A. When I reached the mels decks it wa. an obstacle courae trying to get across there. 

Q. What v.s producing the ob.tacl •• ? 
A. The ahip. Being on the lide that it was and with the vater filling part of the me.s deck, 

you had to either go acrOBB the tables - the table bas •• were four or five feet apart and you had 
to jump from one to the next - or you had to go acrol' the overhead. 

507 



( 

Q. Could)'OU ... how tho ... t.., ....... tert", t ... _at_otT 
A. I .ould not ••• how it v ... nteri",. My own per ...... l .......... it w ... _ ... frOll t ... 

• torbo.rd aid. throulh the "'t.h up ... or the .t.rbo.rd br •• 1t cd down throulh tho .eull.ry .nd 
into the .... deck •• 

Q. W.re thor •• ny obJo.t. thot ... d .... 100 •• on tho ••• d •• k.T 
A. I hoord tell that the ri ..... round tho t.b1. oop .... r •• 0000ng off "'cau •• they wre Dot 

aereved down, but I did not ••• it mr •• lf. 

Q. What w •• the .t.te of il1umin.tion in tho ••• d •• It.? 
A. There wal a battle lantern on, ju.t .1 you entered the HeIS deck frOll. lat Dtvtlton 

Compartment. It wa. on the right hand I. you entared the hatch. 

Q. When you were in the mel' deck Ir •• , bow many other .etlor. did you ... thera? 
A. I think there were po •• ibly 6 or 8 other men there. I can't be too lure I. to the 

number. 

Q. And were they .11 headlng ln the .&me dlr •• tion? 
A. They were 8n heading towant. the ".t.am H.M." 

Q. And i. that the dlre.tion you went? 
A. Ye., .ir. It WI •• 

Q. And when you lot there. where did you 10'1 
A. -1 went through the lIat.am line It and made my way up into the p •••• gew.y on the port .f •• 

of the .hip and out through the hatch at the port breat. 

Q. That brought you out on the main deck, didn't it? 
A. Ya., .ir. : 

Q. What did you notice about the angle of the mlln deck to the w.tar when you got out? 
A. A. far a. I could tell, the ship wa. at a 90 degree angle from what it should have been 

at, however, I'm not too sure. I think the .hlp wa •• tartins: to roll back over again. Anyway, 
the water w •• starting to come up over the .ide. 

Q. When you .ay roll back over, roll back to port do you .an? 
A. Yes, .ir. Rolling to port • 

• Q. Were you able to ob.erve how the bow •• ction va. lying, comparing the bow with t.he Item 
part of it? 

A. I do not know the angle that the bow .action va. lying. I did not lee the stern I.etion 
.t .11. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

when I 
time. 

Whlch alde of the shlp dld you go over? 
I went off the port .ide and .wam Itraight out from there. 

And how long was the bow I.ction afloat .fter you had left it? 
I can't be too .ure, but I think it wa •• omewhere betw.en 4S I.cond. and a adnute. 

Did you ob.erve what happened to the 6 or 8 people whom you .aw in the _ .. decks? 
No, I didn't. I know that there were three mlybe four people on the port .ide with me 

went into the water, but I don't know what became of anyone on the me •• deck. at that 
I know that two of them did not .urvive that vere down there. 

Q. Did you ob.arve anything about the behavior of the bow .ection, before it finally .ank? 
A. .Is I wa. lViaaina away from the .hlp, I can retM!laber •• eing the bow .action right It.alf 

and then link .tem firlt. 

Q. When you •• y right i to.lf. you •• n 10 .... It to port? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. And before it went down .tern fir.t. did tho bow ._ up further? 
A. The bow c_ further out of the vater and tlMln vent atraisht down atern firlt. 

Q. _ f.r wre )'OU whan tho bow ... tlon .1o.ppurad? 
A. I thiolt I _. prob.bly •• venl lundr.d y.rd ..... y. 

Q. Did you f.al any .ucCioo' 
A. KG, .ir. 

Q. Where did )'OU ow1. to? 
A. I ...... trailht out off .f tho port .i .... f.r a. I th_ht -.ld ... n ...... ry to •••• pe 

tlMl .uction. 

Q •. And did )'OU .... upon .... _an. of ...".,rt? 
A. A. I •• wt.ol.oa .... t. I hoard _ ,...,1 ••• Ul", t. _. _yba 75 f .. t further .... t. I 

...... out to t_ aDd Iu'" Oft tho _ kid •• d .... ,l.t •• that thoy ....... lrudy on. 

Q. Did you recoploa .ny othor per. on. aUoaioa to thaU 
A. T.I, lir. U.ut.nant ..,.on, lJ..uteunt ..... , and ..... n lau,faan, on. of the lookoutl. 
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Q. Did you have any conversation with them about what had happened? 
A. Well. I asked both Lieutenants Hopeon and Ram •• y what had happened. but I got no reply 

•• to what bad happened from them. Lieutenant Hop.on jUlt kept - he wa. very .hocked and he 
• kept •• ylng. "Oh my God. II 

Q. 1I1d Mr. Ramsey uy anything? 
A. Hr. lamsey didn't 8ay anything the whole time we were 1n the water that I remember. 

Q. Did you make any observation about 
He seemed very qUiet and subdued. 

tell for lure. 

Mr. Ramsey I. appearance and be bevior? 
A. 

really 
He aeemed to be 1n • atate of shock, but I couldn't 

Q. Could you sive us an estimate of the rate at which the Mess Deck Compartment v •• f1111ng? 
A. By the time I reached the me.1 decks. the water had already come up to within a foot or 

80 of the hatch. The hatch is locAted at about add-way between the two bulkhead a and aa I left 
it, Itm sure it was up aeveral feet more. I dontt know e.actly how much further though. 

Q. Had the water, by then, .tarted spilling into the berthing compartment from which you 
bad come? 

A. I really don't know. I didn't look around to lee if it was going in there. 

Q. On the ba.ia of your experience, have you any .uggestions how any itema of gear on the 
.hip ndght be differently designed to aecure them in position in an event of this kind? 

A. No, .ir. I have no auggeationa of that nature. 

Q. Can you tell us where your rack was located in relation to the hatch through which you 
escaped? 

A. As you come down to 1st Division, you come down to the bottom of the ladder. My rack 
is directly to your right on the top, located about 4 feet away from the hatch as it normally 
Ii ts. : 

Q. What was your position in relation to the hatch after you had been thrown from your rack? 
A. Afterwards I was on the starboard bulkhead. I wa. laying there and it wa. directly 

down from the hatch. 

Q. And how far? 
A. Approximately B feet • 

• Senior Member: The board has no questions. 

Counsel for the board: Seaman Apprentice Dewey, you have the privilege to make any further 
statement you wish to make covering any subject under investigation that has not been brought 
out by questions to date and which you wish to place on record. Do you wish to .ay anything 
further? 

A. No, sir. 

The vitness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room. 

Robert A. Codemo, Radarman Seaman, U. S. Navy, was called as a witness for the board, was 
duly sworn and testified as follows. 

EXAMINAnON BY CCllNSEL FCIl THE BClIIRD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Seaman Codemo. you have been called as a witness for this board of investigation which 
1. inquiring into the circumstance, lurroundlng the collision of IftAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. 
EVANS becau~e it is understood that you have evidence which may a •• l.t the board in its 
investigation. Under United States law nO witness may be compelled to answer any question. the 
answer to which may tend to incriminate him and you may refuse to an.wer any such question. Do 
you understand what I have said? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you .tate your name, your grade and pre.ent organization? 
A. Robert Allen Codemo, Radarman Seaman, USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. And how long have you been 1n the Navy? 
A. One year and nine months. 

Q. And of that one year and nine months, how long have you been aboard EVANS? 
A. ApproximAtely four months. 

Q. And what ship were you assigned to prior to that time? 
A. USS PREBLE (DLG-lS). 

Q. And did you lerve in the lame rate on board the PREBlE? 
A. Yea, I did. 

Q. To what divi.ion were you assigned aboard the PlANK I. EVANS? 
A. OI Division, Operations, Int.lliaence. 
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Q. And where _ld your ........ ~ duU .. be ill that Div101011T 
A. In Combat Info ... tion Castor. 

~-~~---- '---' 

Q. And to what at.op1 ... comportment ... ro )'OU a .. i,Ded! 
A. I dem't knov the compartment number. It .... at Dtvt.:lon eo.p.rtIMnt. It ft. up forw.rd, 

under. the mel' deck •• 

Q. ADd 10 that ju.t aft of tha Fir.t Df.v101011 C_rtment! 
A. Yel, .ir. It 1,. 
Q. And can you tel1,u., .pproximately, how Mny _n .. re In that compara.nt.at the time 

of the col11.10n! 
A. 21. 

Q. And do you know of that number. approx1matoly how lOOny .urvi""d the co11101on! 
A. I bel10ve it'. 10. 

Q. ADd were""" a.loop in that compartment at tha t1mo of tha coll101011! 
A. Yel, I va •• 

Q. What v .. tha ff.r.t DOt1c. you had of tha co11101on! 
A. Tho noha aDd be1 ... thrown out of,,.,, rack. 

Q. Whore 1. """r bunk locatad? 
A. light under the ladd.r • r1,ht by the hatch. 

Q. And where wore """ thrown! 
A. I don't know. 

Q. Do """ know vhore you aDded up! 
A. No, I don't. 

Q. And vhat w •• the .tate of tho 11.ht1 ... of the compartment 1mme.iately after the coll1.1on! 
A. Well, from what I • .w it VI. pitch bl.ck. I law no battle lantern •. 

Q. Could you recognize anyone at that tt..? 
A. 1 law one per.on that I l'.oogn1&ad hi. f.ce • • 
Q. What .,. the lourc:e of the illumination that .llowed you to recognl" hi. face? 
A. lit VI •• bout I1x inche. away fro.. _ I gue... 1 just _de it out 1n the dark. 

Q. Do you know If there were any b.ttle lantern. of the automatically actuated type 1n your 
compartment? 

A. Y •• , .ir. There were I belilve 3 or 4. 

Q. And did you •• e any of them come on! 
A. I didD'e .a. OIly of tha. 

Q. After you were thrown from your bunk, vhat va. the next thing Y9u r""""r? 
A. The per.on that 1 Hcosnlzed .•. SOIMbody y.lled out, "What happened, II and. be •• 1d he 

thought we bad run aground. lie .aid, "tet'. let out.of here." 

Q. Do you r_mber "ho that wa.! 
A. Ye •• 

Q. Who "a. it! 
A. It v •• Georse w1ibert., our rir.t cl.... 1 It.artld fol1owina people .•• 1 vI.ntt the 

first on. out, I w •• probably In the middle. 1 ltarted followins people and climb1ng over table. 
and chair •.••• 

Q. !low did you .et out to tho Iuotch in your cooapara.nt! 
A. I can't bone.tl, .. ,. It va. j •• t confu.ion.. 

Q. When""" lot to tha hatch. what c_arm-nt did that load""" into! 
A. The .... deck .... the pllce whlre you .at. 

Q. And at the ti_ you lot into the ••• dlckl, w. there any iUWli11ltlon in that comp.rtment? 
A. I.aw one battle lantern in tho corner 011 tho .tarboard aida which va. doom aad it v •• 

under ntft'. 

Q. And can you rlcall what the level of the water VI' at the time you lot into the .... decks? 
A. I'd OIy it 3 to 4 feet. You could hoa.!.t. It va. pouri ... in there raal foot. 

Q •. Do you know what tho .ourc. of tho "a tar .... when it .... eca1 ... rr-! 
A. I could l1va 0.- ....... but I .. n't ....... Cly Ky.' , 

Q. And when """ lot into the _ .. "elta, ..... t va. tho o1tuat1on thor.! Did you ncognhe 
any othor peopl.! 

A. 110. I didn't HeOJlli .. an71>ooIy I jast ....... t 0' tha t.blo. wra .till intact and turn.d 
aideway.. I haard peoplo, you _ ... WoU, thor •••• JOY up thor. :re111 .... ''nil v.Y. thh 
•• y." 



I 

I 
I . -' 1 

, ····-.·~···;~I; "'.:--~'-

~J 

" 

( 

Q. A"" ¥heft __ lie 18tH", tre.? 
A. The hatcb. 

Q. Which .. tch? 
A. I don't know the llUIIIber of it. 

J 

It 1._. nlht out by the v.rdroom where the .... I1ne is, 
Q. Would thet b. the one that l •• d. fr ... the werd .. _ .re. d ...... into the .ta ... t.bl ...... ? A. Ye •• 

Q. And.t thi. '<1 .. , where WI" you, when you he.rd thh ".lli",? A. I VII ..... whe ... in the ..... deck, .bout helrv.y throush. 

Q. And whe .. e va. Lalibert •• t thi. tt.a? 
A. I don't Itnow. I IIW him and be WI. cl1mblnc with everybody .1.e. I don't 1mow. 
Q. Did you ob •• rye .ny .ction t.ken by Lalibert •• bout thh tt.a? A. 110. 

Q. Row did you .. n.,. to •• t fr ... the hatch'" your Hvi", c_rtment ov ... to the .t .... tabl. area? 
A. I climbed through the .... d.ck •• 

Q. W .... you ul1ng the labl .. ? 
A. The table., moltly, and chair •• 

Q. And VI. there eeh sear .trevn. around in the .'1 cleek' aDd the ".u .... line" area? A. Yel, it vaa •• bambI.a. It VI. 811 ..... d up. 

Q. What type of ..... ? .. A. All the "._ Un." .qui_nt the ... had c_ off .rid va. 1.ying .U oval' the pl.ce .nd .... 
Q. Tr.y.? 
A. I can't .ay I law any tray •• 

Q. Do you know how many men were in the _,I dick are. at about the tl_ you wre 801118 through? ' 

.... 
A. I'd f.Y .bout 10 were climbing up throuah there. 

Q. And .fter you lot over into the ar •• of the .team tab I ••• what dtd you do? A. I climbed - I w .. ju.t following the guy in front of me ."" auy behind _ we. following 

Q. Do you know who ,OU .. ere following? 
A. No. 

Q. Do ,OU know who it woo .... li ... that told you the direction of the batch? A. Seaman Patty. 

Q. And did ,OU ••• Patt, .fter that t1o.? 
A. """ I did. 

Q. A"" whe ... did you ... h1a? 
A. • ... holding open .het v .. l.ft of the hatch, which .""bl.d .".ryone who lot out to set out. 

Q. I.... Aft<! do you _ '- 1_ he held tid. hetcb open? 
A. • lot it open. I'd .. , he held it .bout • .tnuta .... tll the .hip .tartad to SO 40wn - the forvard part. 

Q. Do 'OU he ... any _lad,. _the .. he Ori.inaU, ope_4 it or .... it at .... d;; opened? A. Ro, it would haw "en tIo •• d "cau .... an at darka ahip. Wall, the "Whol. batch ••• n't there. Part of it va. there and part of it W. lOBe. There.1 110 .. th. confullon. I didn't recognl .. too any d.taU. about it. Ri. head va •• ,llt open aDd he ...... 1 1.arnl'd that he ._ on the brid ... nd he had __ b.ck onto the .hip .fta .. the ~oUhion .neI opeaad the hatch. 
Q. After you wont thrOUlh the hetch, _ ... did yow ti"" ,.... .. If, A. W.U, I ..... taneling on the pen atde whtoh va. horl_tat. 

Q. Gould yeu .. 11 .t ..... t .... 1. the .hi, va. ly1na .t ill the _ta ... t the tt.a? A. I -..ld •• , .t .Il .... 1. If .bout ••• VoU tbh it _1 _ I'd .. y ,bout 11b thh (i""ic.ting with. bool< the u .... l .nglo of the "01< .... the _1 •• t vb1ch he we •• t.""ing upon coming out of the hetch). 

Q •. Would you ,.y ,bout 10 ........ , 
A. About that, 75 to 10 de_ •• 

Q. Anel thet _. OIl tho .ta .. bo ... d .ide, 
A. It va. l."i ... OIl tta .t ... _n atd., _C at .. .,. 

Q. Wholl you .ot to the _til d .. k, I .. 11.". you .aid yow VIII', .ta""iftl on the _t aid •. t"hat -..ld he". .... " the INll<he __ l1y' 
.t. ftIR -.14 haw""'. ClIo bIIn_ -11;. 
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Q. And ..... t did you do fr_ thet .. at! 
A. Well, I looked around and I 0._ ._body, I don't kn_ who, oDd Petty .aid ... hit the corrior. I aue .. about 5 s.cond. lotor ._body yellad out ••• Wall, you could hear .t ... hi.dns up out of the vatar where we .... r. cut off and you could f •• l it linki", 11_1y. S_body yelled for overybody to jump 1n tho vot.r beC'UII lho VOl 10i", d_. 10 I j ...... d in tho votor ond .tortod .vi_ins· 

Q. IIov far OWlY do you think you _ beforo it .onk! 
A. Approximatoly 50 to 75 yard •• 

Q. And did you foel ony 'uction ot that di.tonco! 
A. No. I pam out and I turned over on lIlY back. to lay horiccmtal. The thou,ht had entered my adnd - the suction. 

Q. Dld you observe Seaman Petty .fter you lot 011 -'the main deck, •• to what he v •• dolna? A. lie woo layi", th.r. on hh bock vi th hh ..... VOl holdi", tho hatch open. 

Q. Did you obe.rv. him l .. ve tho .hip? 
A. No, I did not. 

Q. IIov were you r.scu.d aft.r you lot owoy fram tho ohip? A. By IDOtor whale bo.t from tho IIILB~. 

Q. IIov Ions do you eotimato it VlO boforo you voro picked up? -I.. It couldn't .... v. been IDOro than five enut... I _, tho Ur.t one thaY picked up 1D that boot. 

Q. And hid you bo.n "nli na on to onythi", prior to thh? A. No. I VOl tryins to find .omethina, but I .•• !horo VII very 11ttlo debri. that I .ow in the vater. I law later, after we vere plekt. people out of" the vater, there ., •• i lot of people hanging onto debri' f but I didn't ••• any. 

Q. 
p.opl. 

A. 

Goins bock to the Ume 
in the compartment? 
Yel. 

Q. What WIO that behavior? 

of tho initt'l .colli.ion, did you notic. the b.havior of tho 

A. Quiet reaction and I law nO panic at all. 

Q. Did the people ,.em to aSllat .ach other? 
A. Ye8, it was pretty good. Somebody would find a way up and he would yeU, nTh1. way," and turn around and the next guy would hear and yell, "ru. vay, II and it wa, like a chain. 
Q. Did .ny of tho men have thair own flooh lilhts that they u.od? A. No, there was no time to 10 into anybody'. loebr. 

Q. II there Inybody thlt you bolieve io do.erv1ng of .peci.l .. ntlon a. o •• isting gr.otly 1n the reauce or in the evacuation of the .hip? 
A. A. far •• the evacuation of the ship, ltd have to lay S .... n Petty. Prom what I .aw, it did happen f •• t, but from what I .awand how dark it val, I don't beli.ve if he hadu't opened it up end kept .cr.amina for everybody to let out thet anybody would hav. gotton out of thore. 

IIlWIIIII.TIOli BY TIlE lOUD 

Que.tion. by the .enlor ..-her: 

Q. When you vent through the .... 11ne ca.,arC:-nt. did you bllva all)' di.tinct recollection 1f there woo .ny lilhting ln thore ot oil or not? 
A. Ther. voo DO lilhtina ot all. I only .n tho ODO lilht aho wholo t1lle I VOl 1,. tho .hip and it va. under vater and it v •• a battle lantern. 

Q. And vhere woo it? 
A. On the .tarboard lide of the ." deck. wh1ch .a. down. The wabl:' .a. cOlliIll in there .om.where. 

Q, You wont frCOD the hatch l.odina into tho _ .. hall, which 10 oppro_tely on tho ce,.t.r line I believe, to the .'8 11_ COlllpar~Dt. Va. the door that .. parat •• the ••• liM ca.part .. .. nt from the me •• deck. open or clo.ed? 
A. I don't know. It MY hove boon clo.ad and ._body opened it, but it voo open when I Vlnt throush. I don't know if at tho t1lle of collil1011 if 1t _. or .... t. 

Q. Iaaadiately following tho col11.iOll in ,eur _ berthing comport.ont, you •• id you r.cognized Laliberte. 
A. Yel, .1r. 

Q •. And II I und.r.toO<! you, ,.,.. .dd you ncosni .. d h1a by M. f .... A. Ye., lir. III: .1.ep. rl.ht over there in Che ._ CorDIll' that I do and I sue ••• fter the colli lion we both ended up 011 top of each other. 
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Q. Al.o. lf 1 under.tood you. lt ... pltoh blaok 10 thoro? 
A. Ye ••• tr. It ... , but he va. 10 clo... I'd la, he va. about thi. far ... , (ladic.tina 

vith htl haad. a dhtance of about 6 inche.). aad 1 ju.t aew hi. faea • 

Q. Doe.n· t that .an that there has tc be • .- l1llllli .. tl ..... "-ever. falnt. to recopl_ 
the fac.? 

A. 1 don't know. 

Q. 10 it po .. lble that you recosnl .. d hi. _ hh ..010.' 
A. Well. 1 recognized hh volce. but 1 dld reeopl_ hi. f..,a. 

Neither covn.el nor the board had any further que.tioD. for the w1tne ••. 

Counsel for the board: ladarman Seaman Codemo you have the privilege to -.ke any further 
.tatement you wt.h to make coverina any .ubject under {nve.tiaetion that hal Dot been brought 
out by questions today, and which you wish to place on r.cord. Do you vi.h to .ay anythina? 

A. I'd just like to •• y that the re.cue operation. of the MILBOURNE vere out.tandina. 

The ,ritne •• w.u duly varned coneeruina htl te.timony, and vtthdrew from the board room. 

Senior Homber: The board viII rec ••• until 1330. 

The board r.c •••• d at 1155 hour •• 26 Juna 1969. 

, 
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the boerd opeed .t U50 bour., 26 ...... 196'. 

All perl on. cOIlnected with the board, who vel" n ••• t when thl board rle •• ,ed' were ... u SWI.at • 
eo.m.d for th. board: thb 1. ao _ h.arilll aod anyon ..... 0 _y be • vita .... hou1d .t thh U_ vithdrav fl'Oll th. baerd ........ 

lIIehlDht'. Mat. S.coad C1 ... John •• lackilller, U.S. II.",., .... c.lled ... vita ... by c_ •• l for the board, v .. avon, ad aamiDld .. follon: 

eo.m.d for the boerd: lIIehlDlIt '. Mat. lacklDler, you h.v. b_ c.lled ... vita... for thll bo.rd of lDve,Ua.tlon .... leh 1. lDqulr1na lDto th. c1rCUlUtanc ••• u~dilll th. colllilOll of JIHo\S M!LIOURN! .d USS FRAHIC E. nAMS, b.e .... it il undarlCood that you haYI ev1cf_cI which _y .,Itlt th. boaret 111 ltl 1Dv •• tl.atlon. Undar United SCata. law, DO witnl" _y b. COIBpelled to .aver _, que,tlon, thl ... wr to which .y tend to incriminate him, ad you _y rltu •• to ."''1' ., IUch qu •• tlon.~ Do you uadarltand that? 

tIt2 lackiqlr: y •• ~ 1 do. 

Qu •• UOll. by c_.e1 for the bo.rd: 

Q. Would you .taC. your n_. your arade ad your pre. at ora_i •• CIOD." . A. My n_ 1. John lacktna.r, MaehlDl.t'. Mat. S.cOlld C1 ... , 'USS PRIJII: I. BYARS. 

Q. Bow 1_ h.ve you boen ln th. 11.",.1 
A. rive y •• r. - lD .bout two ....... lt vill b. fly. year •• 

Q. How 1_ b.ve you b.en ... ilned to USS PRIJII:-li. BYAIIS1 
A. Slnc. the •• rly p.rt of Mareh. 

Q. Of 19691 
A. 1969. Y.', .1r. 

Q. Wh.t h •• be ... your Ii.vy aparienc. prior to jolDilli BYARS lD Mareh 1 A. I' ... aU,fled ... Nucl •• r Power Machlnilt'. Mati. I'YI been to Sub School, quaU.f1ed on luilmarine •• , 
Q. You "".d on .ubourln.. prf.urily prior to co.f.na to BYARS 1 A. Ye., I have. 

Q. To ..... t dlvtoion .... r. you ... tp.d on bo.rd PRIJII: E. BYARS 1 A. '')t' D1v1.1oo. 

Q. What are your prlDc1pal duU •• lD the "M" Dlvi.lon 1 A. I wu .ecood in cOlllllaJld of the .. in. 1'00II you could .ay. 

Q. Whlch analDa ....... 1 
A. Porward Engine ROOII, lir. 

Q. To ..... t berthina comp.rt_t wer. you ... taned 011 beard BYARS 1 A. "M" Dlvbion co.part ... t. 

Q. Do you r.c.ll the comp.re.ant naob.r1 
A. I .ur. don't. 

Q. I. th.t lD tho .ft.r .actiOll of th. obip 1 
A. Yel, lir. It 1 •• 

Q. OIl the .arly ...... tna of the 3rd of .......... an the celli.101l occurred, .... ra _r. you loc.ted 1 A. I .... olHplDl lD the b.rthtna cOlllpartMDt. 

Q. Wh.t v .. the fir.t lDdic.UOIl you bad tb.t th. co1lili0ll ..... 1tber about to occur or bad occurred? 
A. the firot indic.tion I had ....... an it did occur. 

Q. Bow did you fHl it 1 
A. I .... *.t moe""" out of raek - ju.t h.ppeed to bold 011. th.t ' •• 11 I could do. 
Q. Whor. to your bunk loc.ted lD tho c_n.Dt 1 
A., rairly n.ar th. h.teh, .. you COM d""" th. 1add.r it to 011 th. 1.fthmd lid •• 

Q. Aft.r you ... r. a*.t moc""" fl'Oll your bunk ..... t did you .o? A. W.ll, .ft.r th. firot lDiti.l roll, .... ieh ...... tarboard roll, I lot out of ay rack, pro-ceeded to the l.dder aDd went topaUe. 

Q. Did you I.t dra .. ed bofora lOilli toplid.1 
A. 110, I dU Bot. 

Q. Wh.t ... th. It.t. of th. ill_lD.UOIl lD your ~t .ftar th. oolli.lOll? A. A*.t tot.11y dark. 
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Q. To your b .... ledl .... r. th.ro _y b.tth l .. t.n ..... ntaa' 
A. 1 wouldn't .wear that therl va.n't, but I dida'c aotle • .ay. ' 

Q. COUld JOU ..... y lilht .t .U lD tho COIIpIr_t' 
A. 110, I didn't • 

Q. Do JOU bIN if tho .ompart_t lD .... lth you 1ivo h .... tOllOU •• Uy •• tu.ted b.tth lanton.' 
A. Y.I, it do ••• 

Q. Do JOU b .... h_ .any? 
A. Mo, I do Dot. 

Q. At l ••• t one' 
A. At laut one. 

Q. Did you obl.ne or h •• r the r •• ction. of other per.ODD.1 lD. the compartMilt __ che co11111on 
occurred? 

A. Aa it v •• to b. _.ted, it v •• lib ..... ro •• tion, .varybody y.Utaa, ''Get out of tho 
co.partMftt", ''Get out of the compart1lent." Holt people conducted th_alvi' iD an orderly .annal' 
and procoed.d through tho h.tth out of tho .-.p.r_t. 

Q. 'l'hat .... reactlon. Val only .... t.ry do I _elarltad' 
A. 1 would •• Y. yea, -..ntary. 

Q. w .. tho pro.o .. ton out of tho .ompar_t lD .. ordedy ..... or, 
A. Aa ord.rly .. could bo _pe.ted. 

Q. Wh.r. did tho peoplo 10 .... en thoy l.ft tho ._~t? 
A. I .on!t .pealt for oth.r ploplo, .... t I h.odod dir •• ely for MalD CoDtro1. t:hlo lo .y Gonual 

Qqartlrl StatlOD. 

Q. R .... voro JOU clothed .t tho tlM' 
A. Ja.y .ttvl •• hort., only. 

Q. Wh.t did you flDd .... en you vent forw.rd t .... ard the .... lD. room' 
A. WIll, .. I proceeded forward I noticed tharl va. ".ter oa the dick. , 
Q. Wh.t vo. ,.our rout. BolDa forvord' 
A. W.U, th.r. lo only on. p ........ y forward lD tho lnD.r port of tho .hlp. 

Q. I. th.t the port lDt.rlor p ........ y? 
A. That'. affirmative. AI I "alked forward. ran forward .haolt, I noticed .atar OIl the 

dack ltke 1 •• ld. There v •• practically no I11ht at all. You had to f.el your val' .o.t of the w.y. 

Q. w •• there .te. in the p ........ ,! 
A. Ya., 8ir. Thara .... 

Q. Old 70U notl •• any b.ttl. lant.rn. on in tho P"'II"'''? 
A. At tha tt.-, .ir, no I didn't. 

Q. W .. thor ... y lU_ln.Uon .t .U th.t JOU could •• , 
A. Vall, there ... t h.v. be_ .OIM but I didn't notice .are tt vu co.tna tro.. I v •• in • 

hurry to •• t ..... r. I va. 101",. 

Q. You MY pro •• ad fr ....... on I lDt.rruptad JOU. 
A. Ub 1 .ald, I VOl lD • hurry to •• t "'or. I vo' lolna .0 I dldn't roaUy ply .. th .tt_Uon 

to .... r. tho 111ht VOl .0.1", from, lf th.r. VOl ony .t .11. 

Q. Wh.t dld JOU flDd .... an JOU wont to tho forward port of the pu ... _. 
A. W.U, on .., v.y forward I ""ly .ade "". bri.f .top 011 tho _y. On. of tho .. tboard h.tth •• 

v., open and I ju.t lookeel out and I •• on •• hlp th.r.. I b.n n* ld ....... t tlDd of .Up lt v ••• 
I then proceeded forward to MaiD CoIltrol. Vb_ I lot to Maln Control,. tbllra va. tot.l darba •• uo 
thera .t.o. I tooked dOWD tha hatch ad. of cour •• , that va. totally dart. abo, but you could ... 
vatar, at laut I thoupt I .n vatal'. Bow daap tt ... I couldn't •• 1' for hre, I'd .ay _yha four 
or fiv. f.At from th~ h.tch. 

Q. Old 70U ..... y per.onn.l .t th.t ""lDt th.t JOU roc"",t.aed' 
A. Az. JOU r.f.rrlna to by th~ h.tth. 

Q. In tho "lcinity of MalD Gontro1? 
A. W.ll, ... on I lot to MalD Gontrol th.y ... ro lD tho proc ••• of pulllna .. tor. thrwah tb. oat­

board hatth. 

Q. Who ... pulllDl .. t.r. throu~h tho outboard h.tth' 
A. I ca. •• y OD.ly ODa ~r'oa. for 'ure ad II'M not r .. lly po_itt .. of that. I hatlav. it va 

ltalitoth, Pir_ ltaUt.th. 

Q. Old JOU ....... oct in the Yicill1tyT 
A. 1 did .... t. 

Q. Do you r ••• ll onyon •• 1 •• In th.t t..adl.t. vicinity' 
A. In tho vicinlty of tho h.tch, ..... 
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Q. Ver. th ....... ,. .... Illina ... ",,1. III tho fozverd ... Ill • .-- .t th.t tWe, .ft ..... tar ..... 
",lled out' 

A. to thll bAit of ., lmovlAd •• , lio. 

Q. 
A. 

Did you ••• II>chood _ro. f ..... the b.tch' 
I dU DOt. 

Q. 
A. 

Do you kn ....... r. tho wat.r bad eo. fr ... th.t .... 111 the p ..... _,., 
I lun don't IIZlftlV. 

Q. You .aid th.t you lookacl out &II ""an d ........ d ...... hip, bow .... tb •• bip U..,ted. could you 
t.ll? 

A. 'rh ........ no ... y of talllllS how the .hip .... 11&hted b.c .... the .bip ..... Utina .. i/'llt nut 
to our elp _~ 811 )"OU could ••• vu the .hip. You couldn't IY •••• tit. aain dick. 

Q. you .... the .ido of the .Mp' 
A. The lid. of thl,.hip, Y.I, air. 

Q. Aft ..... t.r ..... ",lled tbrouoh tho betch .... t ectioo .... tekeD .. to blaT 
A. R ..... ",lled by hb ...... throuah tb. outboard b.tch to tho oucoU. p ........ .,. on tho . 

• terboard .U.. H ..... l.id f.c. d ...... , b.e .... b ..... Ioedl,. burned. So b ...... cr.1III1n& "Lat 
10 of ., &rII8. II '~t 10 of 'lIlY ar.. n w. lot •• trltchar ... plaCK b1ll ill the ItrltchlZ' fac. d .. 
... in then r •• 11zed that we had to tul'Il him oval'. but h. tumed biJualf 0'1'11'. B •• un t t 10 badl,. 

th.t b. couldn't turn hi_elf _, h. Ju.t didn't .... t nobody to touch bie ...... 

Q. Wh ........ h. tekeD thao? 
A. Aft.r ... had hla •• cu .. ed 111 the Itr.tch.r, .,. •• If end two oth.r ... opl. ·curied bla to til. 

f_taU. 

Q. Whao did you Ur.t notie. th.t the fo .... ard p~ of the .hip ... ai"ina' 
A. I -.ld Uka to .. y th.t I noticed 1t ...... I lookacl dlrouab tho Malll COOt ... t batch, .... t I 

can't truthfull, I.,. that I did. I ahould ha.,., I IUPPO'., beeau •• it. v .. oaly f"- or five f ... 
forward of th.r.. 'rho Ur.t tlM I actu.lly noti.ed it ........ en I .tapped out 00 dI •• terboard lid., 
ouCOid.. I lookacl fo .... ard end noti.ed th ........ no aor •• hip forward. 

Q. At tb. time you .. lIOOVed Pet .... to the f .. t.U, do you ..... 11 ....... 1A>c_ .... , 
A. When htlrl va. draa.eeI out of thl batch I law two other IVY' that "'1'1 OIl watch in the 

Forward insiDe __ .t the t1lllo of the oolUo1011. 1A>c_ .... di ... etly to .,. "isht. He .... 
• tandina aest

t 
to the ralltaa there. 

Q. v .. h. ., 
A. Vell, ho _l.i1\ed of baina .... t h ... u OIl hb f •• t, you know, and he .tarted ,..lUna 

and we cat.m.d him dOWll. But It didn't .e. at the tiM that he v.. .. bad .. Pet.r., ao we 
took car. of Pet.ra flrlt. 'l'he DIlly oth.r one I r....mer .eeina there, that I could re.lly ... ar 
on, i. ItJlitoch. 

Q. Did you ••• Chi.f Mac.,.en .t eny tWe' 
A. No, I did not ••• Chief Moe.,.en .t .11. 

Q. Afto .. you h.lped cerry Petty OfU .... Peter. to the fent.U, ..... t furth ... acdOll did you 
t .... 1 

A. V.ll, .... en va varo .tUl "" th .... with Pet .... , I _ •• ur. th.t .varbody had been out of the 
ro .... ard 1D&1II. __ • ItJlitoch inforaad _ of thb, th.t ..... body indeed .... out of the rorward 
Inltna I.oom. So._ we carried Pet.r. beck, there val Dot lUch ell. we could do I pea.. W. Juat 
fOraad • 11lle and .tarted 10ina on boerd the IIIL1OUII1I! • 

Q. Did,.ou noti •• "'0 ... 111 chars. on the f_t.U' 
A. 'lb.r. val a couple, wben I .ay eoupl., .. ybe twa, thre., I don't bow the 'DI.IIIIber. ..t th.n 

vere offlcer. there whlch one or who va. 1D chuae I dOD' t 1'.....,.1'. 
Q. V.r. thina' 111 • fairly ord.rly cooditioo 00 tho fent.U f 
A. 'e., they vere, auprla1D&ly. 

Q. Row did you lea .. tho PIWIJI: B. INAIIS' 
A. V. procoeded up the ladd.r to tho h.lo d •• k end then up OIl ...... ladder to enoth.... I doD' t 

know the .... of che d •• k. 

Q. 'rh. Bat d •• k? 
A. Y.', I thiDk th.t .... 1t. And frOII th .... va clbbed on • rope ladd ... on _rd the IELIOUII1I!, 

with th.i ..... i.tan ••• 

Q; can,. •• tiaat. how lons 1t ... frOII the tWe of the collo1on ... tU the tWe you _t Oft 

bo ... d the MrLIOUII1I!' 
A. I .oapl.tly lo.t t .... k of t1lllo. 

Q. aaaed Oft your obaenatlOD. of peraann.l, ... th.r. _, per.ODD.1 that JOU bel1 .••• are 
d ....... ina of ..... i.l _tion 111 ._.etion with thb dilut ... , 

.... I -.ld lika to brina up the .... of ItJlitoch, n .. _ 1Iu11t.ch. 

Q. lIb.t action. did you ob ....... hla tak1n&' 
A. 'rho 0II1y 00. th.t I c .... ay th.t I ob ...... ed .,. •• If .... h.lpllll to ",11 Pet .... out. ..t it 

1 • ., aDdarotandina th.t h •• 1'0 b.lped e.o oth ... people aut of the hol •• 
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Q. lacli:f.q •• iD tho alton tt.. th.t )'OU have H_ 011 boazd n.um I. !VAllI. be". )'OU ob • ."ed tho "acUc •• iD .ff.ct iD tho Forward 1Da1 ....... for •• uriq tho ee ... racy of tho elock _ tho throttle bo.rd T A. I could • ." ,., , I have ob •• ned til ••• ir. 

Q. Wh.t h.y. )'OU ob.erved 7 
A. I WIIld .. y th.t th.y wr. fa1r17 .c ... rat.. 'lII. Quart ...... t ..... c1_ ... it. tra_tly to ell ..... tho dock ad ...... ur. th.t it ... acour.t •• 

" 

Q. _ &._t17 7 
A. I WIIld b ....... iDa if I tried to D_ ..... perlod of tt... I WIIld Nt .ay fre_dy. 
Q. w ... racord bpt of tho .nor. f_d iD tho _k7 
A. 1I0t to II)" lrDowledS •• 

Q. 'lIIer. 10 DO record kept in tho .... iD. roaa? 
A. 110, DO racord v •• bpt iD tho ... tu ~. 

Q. Wh.n _" Uf. Jacbto for tho rorvud "iD. _ Gen.al quaner. crow .towel T A. 'lII. lif. Jacbt. for tho rorvord "iD. __ r •• towed 011 tho port o1do forward. 
Q. 10 tho ... in • ..-7 
A. 10 tho ... in. _. 

Q. Row _y wr. thor.7 . 
A. !he aact 'DUIIbft I woulc1n' t bow. 

Q. W .. lt ..... 1 to or ,ra.tor thea th ........ or of _ th.t wr .... lped to tho Io1'vard ... iD. _ in .en.ral ... aner.? 
A. Yel, I would lay that', afflr.atl ••• 

.... lor "-"I>or: 'lII. board h .. DO furth.r ..... U ..... for thl. vitn .... 

CouM.l for tho board: Potty Officer IIockf.q.r. .t thl. tillo )'OU u. prlvlloaed to _ any other .t.t_t eonc.mlna onythlna rel.t1q to tho .ubJ.ct of tho iny •• tta.UOD th.t )'OU think .hould be • _ttor of record in conn.cUon th.rovith. th.t b .. not b.OD brouaht out by tho pnylou • ..... tlOD. th.t )'OU hoy. b.OD .. bd. Would)'OU Ub to edd anythf.q to ..... t )'OU b.ve •• W 7 • 1112 Ioekf.q.r: I WIIld Ub to add th.t I WIIld lib to _d tho ,.IJIOIIIIII for thoir .. ot.t_co in tho ra ..... of por.OIIft.l off tho !VAllI. 

'Il.ctrlon'. Mot. 'lIIlrd Cl ... 0. ... 1 •• II. Fr.y. U.S. lI.vy ..... coIled ... vitD." by _ •• 1 for the 1toaS'd. ... .worn, ad ex-med .. follow: 

C-•• l for tho board, (CIIt Gl ... ) I You b • .,. bean called ... vitD". for thlo board of inv •• -tta.UOII .... le1l 10 l" ... ulna into the clr_tanc ••• unoundf.q tho coUU1 .... til 1IIIAS ,.LBDtJItD on' USS nAMK I. EVAIIS. boeou •• lt 10 undar.toocl th.t )'OU h.y • ..,Wonc ..... le1l -:r ... l.t tb. _rd in ito inv •• tta.tlon. Under United St.t •• law. nO vitD.' ... y be c_lled to an .... r any ..... UOII. tho ODOwar to ... IeIl .. y tond to iner1a1not. b1lll. ad )'OU -7 rafuo. to .... wr _y ouch ..... tlO11. IID)'OU .. dontond tho •• two _tt •• I h..,. _tlO11ed T 
A. t •• , .ir. 

DAMIlIATmH It COUIISIL _ '!III IDAaD 

qu .. U .... by _et for tho boazd (CIIR Gloe.): 

Q. Wh.t 10 )'OUr full D_7 
A. CSl81 •• H. Prey, lir. 

Q. And)'OUr rank 7 
4. Il.ctdcia '. Mot. 'lIIlrd Cl .... 

Q. Ar.)'OU ... lped to tho USS PIAIII I. !VAllI? 
4. 'e., .11'. 
Q. 8lne ...... t d.t. h..,. )'OU ,.... 00 .. 01pod 7 
A. rro. obl. 3rd 1968. 

Q. To .... at duU.. bov. )'OU b.on ".1aMI7 
A. M _ II.etriel_·. MIlt ... board. 

Q. At tho tt.. of tho colllolon voro )'OU 011 _tab or in you o ... ~t 7 4. I VOl oloopiDa back in ' .. " O1vlolOD ~t. oir. 
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Q. IIll1ch 10 )'OUr berthlDa c~t? 
A. C-203-L. 

J 

Q. _ ..... n 10 th.t litu.t.d. in the fonrercl or after part of the 1h1p? 
A. Th.t 1. in the .ft.r •• ct100 of th •• h1P •• ir. 

Q. lIb.t vu the Ur.t 1od1c.Uoo you r.c.had ef the 001111100? 
A. Well. I WI thrwn f ..... ., rack into the rack th.t 10 .at to.. I d14D't bow ..... t bad 

h._ad. 

Q. When ia your bImk located in relatl_ to the near.at hatch .. y? 
A. It II aL-olt on the centerline of th~ cnmpart.eat. 

Q. lIb.t dht ..... fom th. ladder 1 
A. About 20 foot. dr. 

Q. Dld you hear my ._U IUd. in your cCllllp&1'tMIlt 1 
A. The oaly coame:nt. that veTe mad. after I wu awakened va. to 10 to Onr Caeral Quarter. Itatlon .. 

I ~ldn't h •• r OIIyth .... 00 ..... t had ha_ad to the .h1p or OIIythlDa to th.t e~fect. 

Q. lIb.t vu the .t.t~ of Ullllllin.Uoo in 'IOU1' ~~t1 
A. W.ll. the'" 10 ODe batt1~ lao.ern and th.t vel the oolyUllllll1natloo .t the tbe. 

Q. ClD. va. burnlDa. Bow _y are prov1dad in your compan-t1 
A. I belleve th.re 11 00' rel.y t?pl! b •• tl. laote ... and one ........ 1 type battle 1 .......... 

Q. Wer. you able vlth th.t on. b.ttl. lant.rn to .ee about you? 
A. Yel, Ib'. I v ... 

Q. IIt.lch one val burnln8. the rela" or the waaue1? 
A. Th. ~el.y t~ •• 1~. 

o. Wh.t d1d you do? 
A. WeU, II loon .1 1 wa. avalumed I heard afte,. dfa •• 1 .tart up and that 1 • ..., COndition 'l'hr8fl 

Station. alter dl ••• 1. So I went over there to •• e If the dl ••• 1 v.. lnoperalve or if we could feed 
powu' to the Ihlp ••• It. Second Clu. Electrician .. d .,. •• If wilD.t over there and .. cOuldn't set power 
put. to th •• ft.r ewitchboerd. It VII Iroundad out •• ir. 

Q. It ... "".t? 
A. Groundad out •• ir. W. eoulda't f .. d any paver pa.t th.t .vltchboard. 

Q. lIbere did you go from there? 
A. I vent to .,. General Quarter. It.tlOD, or V" Oft lIlY v., to my Gemerll Quarters Station •••• , 
Q. Where 1. your CeIleral Quarters Itation? 
A. That 11 "'pair 2 and it 11 up on the .11 declta. 

Q. How f.r did you g.t in th.t direction? 
A~ I lot to about midships before I realized that there ... nO more forward part of the Ihip. 

Q. W .... you on the port or .terboerd .id. golDa forward? 
A. Starboard lide. 

Q. Did you I •• anything there 00 the .terboerd .id. ald.h1pI. in rel.tioo to beaU? 
A. No, 8ir. 1 didn't. 

Q. Did you •••• .atorbo.t? 
A. I .ew • _tor .... al.bo.t th.t VII b&ft&1nB fre. 00' of th. boat dev1to. ".reic.l .t th. tbe. 

Q. Did you •• e any other _n in that area 1 
A. YII, IiI'. '!'bere vere a fev other .en. cDllliDa out of Main COatrol outboard hatch. '!'hey vere 

tryi.n& to .. .t.lt aome tIe!'l that vel". down iDaid. th. -alD..room. 

Q. 
A. 

COIl you identify tbo.e _1 
I C81\'t r •• l1y lay who they ware, IiI'. .Jult peopl_ out of the fireroom and maiD_room. 

Q. 
A. 

Dld you •• e Chl.f Haca,.... th .... ? 
I pu.ed Chief Ma • .,. .. u I VII golDa forward. Be ... OIl hll ., back t_. the f ..... U. 

Q. lIbat did you notic. about bllo? 
A. . I DOtiCad th.t be vu burnad ".ry bad ly. 

Q. lIbo ell. d1d you .... t that t_? 
A. I.aw. Fir_ ..- Baast>-. Be VII .110 welkin. b.ck t_. the f .. t.U. 

Q. lIbere d1d you ••• hllo c __ 1 
A. tilbt.t the outboard h.tch of .in eotrol. 

Q. 
A. 

Dld you ... "700' .11.1 
I Doti.ad Pet ...... Third Clu. Hach1DlIt'l Hat •• B. Jult crawlad out of th. h.tch .... 
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Q. Ie dl.4 .... t out of tho h.tth' 
A. ~ovlod out of tho h.tch. pullod hillo.1f out of tho h.tch. JIll voo lyiAa 00 tho d.ck ad h. 

couldn't .,., •• 

Q. Woo tb.ro DO on. th.... to help him out of tho b.tch' 
A. I don't .... _ 1f .0000bocIy belped bim out of tho h.tch or .... t. .i... Wh .. I lot up th .... b. 

v •• lyiAa on tb. d.ck .. 1abt Dat to tho outboard batch. 

Q. Wh.t condlU"" vu h. lA, 
A. 5_ to b. IA ... t. of .boek. 01 ... 

Q. Did you ... th.t b. bod ' 
A. Y •• , 111'. 

Q. Wh.t help did he ... c.lvo1 
A. W.ll ...... I .ot up th .... I .ot bim ov.y f ...... the outbo ... d b.tch of tho .hlp ad bod bf.a .,v. 

h_elf. _ couldn't touch him. So be ..,.,od .... y 0" c .. awlod ovey 00 f ... 00 _ could I.t bim. then I 
ordered lom.body to .et •• trltcher and we put hlat into the .trltcher ad two other ~. I CD I t 
identify th .. both. th.y c ..... iod him bock to th. f .. t.l1 fo .... ocu.tion. 

Q. You ooy th.t you don' t .... _ "'0 th.y .... , 
A. I COIl ldmUfy on ...... 

Q. Who voo th.t' 
A. 'l'hat v •• hebe, r1:nam. 

Q. Did you do .. ytbiAa about ch.ckiAa tho condiUOII IA tho _in control _tMBt' 
A. Wh.t do you _, 

Q. Looklna in to ••• if there va. anJODI there? ~-
A. Y •••• i... I VCIt IA tho mld.hip. pa ....... y ad ripped • b.ttle 101lt.m off iIIe bulth_. 

I ahone in down into .. in control to ••• if there v ... ,.body .11. down therl. 

Q. Wh.t .0'" of b.ttl. 10lltom voo that one' 
A. th.t woo • rel.y type b.ttl. lOIlt ..... 

Q. ADd that v •• vork1na properly. v.. it 1 
A. Yel, ,.11'. 
Q. Did you •• e any"". ln th.t c_or ..... t, 
A. Mo, 1 didn't. 

Q. Wh.t v •• the next thlng you did' 
A. Then I proceeded to 80 aft to After Flrerooa. Whea. I lot to the inboard hatch of After Pire­

room I ran into heb. ...In. 

Q. What v •• the condition. of that p ••• agevay with reaarcl to vatar? 
A. 'l'blre v •• about two inch •• of vater on thl dick. 

Q. Could you aee were it v .. coadn& from? 
A. No, .ir, I didn't. 

Q. When you .... into Puch .... in .... t did you OIld h. dl ...... , 
A. Well. h. thought he h .... d .0000on ..... ockiAa dovn in Aft ... Pi .......... ad h •• dd h. _tod to 10 

down into thf! coarpartment to check it out, and there wa. Ita. com1q out of tha hatch. I V.I • 
11ttlo .. oluctont .t fl ... t. but I .... bb.d • po .. t.bl. flood If.sbt and va both vent dovo into Aft ... 
Fireroom. 

Q. What val the atat. of the vatlr 1 ••• 1 there' 
A. It didn't .e. unulua1 down in tha flrel'OOlll ita.1f. I didra't D.otiee ., laaka, .. II, 1N: 

..... en't lookiAa fo .. 1e..... w ....... looking fo .. th. pa ... on th.t h. thouaht _ ..... odtiAa. 

Q. Did you find &Dyone' 
A. No, 'ir. W. didn't. We c .. to the conc1ualOD. that it va •• at .. 11Ae Chat bad be. cooled 

by v.t ... 0" .DIDOthing like th.t. 

Q. Did you thon l.ove thot ..... , 
A. After we I",arched about AI lonl AI VII could, wbich vu about two atnutea. we left the COIIpart­

_t .. d ... led off th. hotch... • ...... od tho outbo ... d ad th. inboard hatch ••• 

Q. Did you 10 ._ore f ..... th .... 7 
A. thoo ... v.lt to. b.ck to Afto ...... IA. _. 

Q. Wlth .... t p ... ti ... lar purpo." 
A. J.ut to ch.ck to •• e th .... va ..... y peopl. l.ft dovo IA th .... th.t af.aht be inju .. od. 

Q. ADd did you f lAd ony"". th .... ' 
A. Ho, air. V. didD't. 

Q. Did you •• "" ... tho h.tch •• of that .pac •• ft ... 1 ... iAa' 
A. ' •••• 1.... W. c_ up tho lodd ... ad I ....... od th. inboard h.tch. I be11.v. th. outbo.rd 

hatch Val already a&cured. 
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Q. You told ... that JOU ... ad a hattla l_tam to Uluml.nata tha Forward I!IlginarOGm. Frca 

whara had JOU takaa that battla lantam1 
A. It .... in tho mid.hip. p ... agavay. right outoiga tha ahip'. ofUca. 

Q. And whom you finlohed .. aing 1t did JOU raplaca it 1 
A. 110 ........ body eloe .. ked _ if thay could han the light. I .... 't r_r who it ..... 

Q. Did JOU ,iva it to him? 
A. y .... ir. I did. 

Q. Did JOU know why he .. anted it 1 
A. No, lir, I don't 

Q. Where .... it that you gave it to hi .. ? 
A. 'lb1o 10 by the inboard hatth of Main control. 

Q. How many different kind. of battle lantern. ware thare on board F. I. EVAlIS 1 
A. We have a hand type battle lantern and a relay type battle lantern. 

Q. Would you ba able to d •• cribe how aach one vorka? 
A. 'lba relay typo battlo lantem 10 connacted l.nto tho power drcuit and wh ... JOU lo.a tho load. 

101. power to that circuit, the relay elo ••• - elo ••• the contact. and tbe l1&ht will come OD. 

Q. And the other 1 
A. It io a hand typo and it 10 operated by toula avltch. 

Q. By a toula .v1tcht 
A. Yel, I:l.r. 

Q. Which ODOrato' batterio.1 
A. Yel, Ii,.. 

.' 

Q. Whore 10 the after ... rgency die.el in relation to JOUr berthing cooop_t 1 
A. Aftor dfa.allo on the other .lda of our compart ..... t. I beaova it 10 C 201 or 202 I. 

Q. Por what rea.on did you 80 there before proce.ding to your General Quarter. atation? 
A. lacau •• I heard the diet.l, .tart up, and I didn't know if anyone ... there of Dot. 

Q. w •• it part of your dutl~. to attend to that dil.eI eaaine or Dot? 
A. Not durin- General Quarter., lir. But it i. part of the Electrician'. Job when a di ••• t I, 

Itarted. ! 

Q. II there one type of relay operated lantern or mo~e than ane? 
A. I believe ther_ i. only on- type of relay. 

Q. You know of only one - tho one you j ... t d •• crlbad 1 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. How lR power provided to tho •• relay op-reted battle 18Dtern~? 
A.· Th~y aro tled into thi. llghtlna circuit. to ona .lde of tho 11&htlng eircuit. There 1. alvay. 

power to one .ide of It. 

Q. WhOll the ul.n oowar 10 off. how are thay il1uml.nated? 
A. That clo .... a contact tn.l"e the relay. 

Q. What power. it. a bat-ery? 
A. It ·ill battery operated. Y •• , .11'. 

Q. Aft"'r le.vin .. the After Engineroom. .ecurinR tft. hatche., where dt" you. lot 
A. I tried to go hack to my herthing eOMpartment to get .v wallet and .hirt. There va. a ftr.t 

Cl... IC 1Un and h. vouldn' t l-t nohody down into the compart1Dlll\t'. They wre checking comparbften.ta 
and he .ecured it. B •• ecured the conmaTtaaentl 10 that nO other peraonnel c4'IUld 10 down thar.. 'l'hey 
didt1't know If' the .hip vaa loing to aink or .at. ftey wouldn't let no one down. there. 

Q. lel.ng ""abl- to 10 to Y"Ur compar ...... t. whore did you .,,1 
A. l ..... t onto the fantaU. 

Q. How _ny .... did JOU find th-roo? 
A. Th"re ... a about 40 -. out on the fmtatl vattin. tn be evacuated onto the carrter. 

Q. Who .... ln charga nf them? 
A. I helleve tt vaa ~, BlItz, .tr, or Hr. Rubr. 

Q. How did you lot f~ tho fontaU on hoar~ HELIOURIIE? 
A. 'lbay ordered ... to cl1mb .. p on tho halo deck and th ... up to tho 101 2 dack. And thera ... re 

11fa net. on the fliaht dock of th- carriar. It .. a. ju.t about parallal v1th tha 101 2 dack and we 
climbed ,..lght on hoard the carrier. 

Q. And bow lonl aft or JOU reached tho f""taU .... 1t baforo JOU boarded HELIOUU!1 
A. It VAS about four or ftve minute., .11'. 
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Q. Dld you lee any 11feraftl In the water near the fental1T 
A. Tharl were three or four rafto float1Dg off from the Ihlp at the ti_. but they waren' t 

.anned. One man on the fantal1 jumped lnto the vater to br1Dg the raft. to the .hlp .1n.e there 
• va. no 11ne attached to th-.. 

Q. Do you know who that val T 
A. No, 11r, I don't. 

Q. Do you know who .. raftl they vere. your. or MELIIOUIIJIE'. T 
A. 1 don't know that either, 11r. 

Q. Were they fully lnflated T 
A. Y.I, .ir. They warl. 

Q. 1 .. ked whether there wa. an orderly litUltion on the fetail and 10U .aid there vu. What 
VII the poaltlon vltb reaard to your berthlna compartmentT 

A. At firat, nobody really knew what happened and you couldn't ••• too .,.11 down there. That 
via the only real probl.., there val - to ke.p from lkDp1Dg lnto .ach other end jumplna out of our 
racka on top of lomebody. 

Q. How ..... y men were In the comparc.ent T 
A. I would lay about 30 _ •• U. 

Q. Dld any partlcular penon take control of the lituatlon T 
A. I can't •• y for lure. Before I left for., Qeneral Quarter. Itation, I CaDit •• y. 

Q. When you came back from your General Quarter. Itation, did you. ••• who v .. in char.a lD your 
.ompart""", t T 

A. Ye., 11r. It y ... rirlt Cl ••• IC man, na.ed PJarkinl. Ha vu t~in& charge ~f the compartll8llt. 

Q. Did Iv.rehiDs then ...... to be under control? 
A. Yel. 11r. It dld. 

Q. You told UI larHer about the _raODCY lw1tchboard. do you r.call T 
A. Y.I, Itr. 

Q. Whit ,ave you to underotand that the Ell IWltchboard wa. lrounded out T 
A. We jul":. figured that at firlt, becau.e we couldn't feed back anywhere, jult opened our hreaker. 

on the erraersency dielel. I _an, thla 11 mat 1 have been told, that it opened the circuit breaker. 
and we flaured that lt VII I around. 

Q. When you looked down In thl Forward Enaln.ro .... Vlra you able to lei the ladder whlch led into 
that .pace? 

A. II that on the inboard or outboard hatch. lir. 

Q. Well .1therT 
A. The outboard hitch you could lie tbe ledder or four foot of the top of tha leddlr. The relt 

val fl,ooded. On the lnboard hatch the laddlr WII Iheared off. 

Q. How far below the lavil of the hatch va. the vaterT 
A. I would lay Ipproxlmately four feot. air. 

Q. Could you toll how the water VII com1Dg lnto tha IhlpT 
A. No, lir. W. couldn't. 

Q. II thero ..,y penon who. In your oplnlon. Ihoud be """,Uoned for outotand1Dg performanceT 
A. Itl.sht now. dr. I thlnk the whole Ihlp Ihould. There va. no panlc. If anyone. I thlnk tbl 

whole Ihlp. 

Coun •• t for the board: eoun. •• l have no further qu •• tlon., d.r. 

I!lWIIIIATION BY TIll! IICWID 

Que.tlon. by the I .. lor ..-bar: 

Q. Frey. when you ...... lnto the -ra .... y Di.lo1 _ dld you DoUce thl pollUon of tbe .. to­
matic bu_ tralfer? 

A. Ro, lir. I didn't. 

Q. You dldn't look at itT 
A. Ho, Yben 1 lot into the di ••• t tharl v ... Second Clu. Ilectrlc:l.m already over there, 

Laral. !H2. and I 1mqln .... I don't _ if bo told you .... not. I dldn't lee hl. lw1tchboard. 

Q. You dldn' t look at the lw1tchboard T 
A. I dldn't aet Pllt the door to aftlr dialel. 

Q. WII therl a ll.sbt on In thare? 
A. I really couldn't '.Y. lir. 1 had • battle lantern. 

Q. Whlre dld you .at that battle lanternT 
A. Thij battle lantern vu ill nZ" Dlvlli.OD. It .... .-nual battle lanten, • bmd type batt I. 

lantln. 

521 



------------------ ----- -- - ----

~ .... ----: , 
,.2 

~. 

• 

( 

Q. '11lat va. in your llv1n& compar~t? 
A. Yel, .ir. 
Q. And you took that off tho bulkhead bofora you _t to tha _rlmcy di.o.1 room? 
A. I found thb b.tt1e 1ant.rn 1yina on tho d.ck. 

Q. I. th.t it'. normal loc.tion? 
A. No. '11'. It l.n't. 1 don't know bow it aaton the deck. 

Q. W.. it anywhere n.ar tho normal .tow ... of b.ttl. 1ootarn.? 
A. Y •• , lir. '11lere b .tanchion r1&ht above tho .toraroom Ju.t ba10w tho 1add.r c_inl d ...... 

Anto OUr cOIIIp.rtlD8ftt. It i. IUppo.ed to be connect.d to that .tan*'on. 

Q. Woo thi •• manu.1 or r.1ay opor.ted typo? 
A. '1"hl' Val • ~u.l tyoe battle lantarn. 

Q. Whot did you do vith th.t ofter you ... AI I .... d.rotODd it, you had it in your hood ....... you 
arrived at the doorway of. the DDer._cy Di ••• l aoo.? 

A. y .. , 111'. 

Q. '11len you turned aw.y? 
A. Woll, thor. v ... S.cond C1 ... Eloctric1oo and • S.cond C1 ... EDgin_ in tho diu.1. 

Q. Row vere you .b1e to r.copizo tham? Did you .hlno your 1oot.rn In there? 
A. Y •• , .ir. I had the 1i&ht on. 

Q. '11len ..... t did you do? 
A. 110ft the b.tt10 lantern ri&ht th.ro .t tho door. '11l.re vaa • d.ek ch.t v •• in.id. the 

di •• el .nd it was thrown over on It •• ide. I l.ft the battle lantero .ttting on top of thl. d •• k, 
ed thea 1 l.ft the compartment. 

Q. Woo th.t the only il1umin.tlon thon In Ch. di ••• 1 I'OOIII? 
A. Yel, .11'. I believe ,0. 
Q. What were your re.pon.lbl11tiel in the .hip with re.pect to •• rvlc1n& of battle lant.ml, 

if any? 
A. W.11, the lonore1 dutie. of an E10ctrlcian - 1i&htlnl circult •• 

Q. w •• th&re anyone of the .. n 111 the electrician I. organization that wu r"poa..lbl. for eb. 
b.ttle lantarnl? 

A. That va. the r.epon.lbi1lty of tho whole dlvi.lon, .ir. 

Q. Dc you h.ppen to know how many total b.tt1e lantern. of both the re1.y epont.d and the ..... u.lly 
operated types were on board F1l.AHX E. EVANS before .be was cut :Ln two? 

A. NO, Ill'. 1 can't .ay how many there vere. 

Q. Dc you h.ve know1.dg. of the ... intananc. prolram for the .. b.ttlo lantern.? 
A. Ye., lir. 1 do. 

Q. Would you do. crib. it? 
A. Our IIIOnch1y checke on tho battle lantern.? 

Q. Vbat.var .. intenallc. va. performed. Would you. el.,crib ... at 11 the procedure for checld.q 
ch ... or _int.lninl th ... ? . 

A. 1 b.lieve the batt I. lanternl ar. luppo •• d to ba Ch.cked one. a aanth and if nec •• sary chana­
the batteri •• :Ln the lantern.. 1 beli.ve the l .. t ttae th •• a battle lantarn. chaaaed batteries vas 
10000t:lme in May, or .. ..ay battle lantem. &I va could •• t to. W. didn't bava .uffici .... t battaria. 
to go ......... d to .11 of th ... 

Q. Did you change them ..... th.r they n.eded it or not on a ralulor ochodu1., or did you ch.ck to 
00' whoth.r th.y ne.dod them before you chanaod the b.ttery? 

A. We chocked to o.e if thoy n.eded them. If they voro dim, I don' t kn ......... t the rat. of ti ... 
II on th ... or how 1_ th.y ar- oUpPO.ed to burn, but if th.y or. dim vo would ch ..... tho batterl ••• 

S.lor Nlmber: '!'be board haa no furth.r qua.tiona for chi. vim •••• 

eounoe1 for the board (cm G1 ... ): You h.ve • privU .. e to .aka • furth." ot.t_t c""ori", 
ooythina rol.ted to the .ub.tect ... ttor of tho Inv.oti&.tion if you think it ohou1d ba a utt.r of 
record, aod hOI not b.an brouaht out by qu •• Uon •• 0 for. I. th.ra anythinl you vi.h to add! 

Wltn ••• : Ro. olr. I think I h.vo oaid .11 I ....... th.t could ba of uo •• 

'11lo vitn ... v .. varn.d conc.rnlnl hh t.ott.>Dy ODd vithd"aw f~ tho board I'00III. 

Firemm'l Aaron C. Pueb., U.S •• avy, .&1 called &I a vita .... by coun •• l for th. board, ... lVO,"" 

ODd examined .. fo 110v0 : 

Conn •• 1 for the board: Fir-.n heba, you bav. be. called. &I e vttn~.a for this board of iIlv •• -
tt,.tion thirh to inqulrinl into the "i"cumotanc •• ourroundl", th_ c~llloinn of HMAS HELIOURR! and 
USS rRANK E. EVANS. b.cau •• it i. wderatON! that you have .vld_~. wbich .. y •• lIIi.t the board in 
ft_ lnv •• ti.ati""R. Undar Unitacl Stat.a law, no vitn ••• ~ be c,..,.lled to anawer any qu •• ti.on, the 
Dlwr to 1IIhich 'ftAy tend to lDcl"hunata hfa, aDd you .. y nfu •• to •• ver .y .uch qu.atiem. Do you 
_".Tatand .at I have .aU T 
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Wltn •• I: y .. , air. 

!XAI!IIIATION BY COOIIS!L FOIl TIl! 10M!) 

Qu.IUonl by coun.o1 for tho board: 

Q. Would you atot. your full name, sreda and pr •• ..,t ,,"~r1 
A. '" full name 10 Aaron OIorlol hch., I ... a Pl..- "'"' I wal on boord tba USS rJWIK !. !VANS. 

I vu a Machinbt' I Hate. 

Q. How l .... S have you beon in rh- Navy 1 
A. Twn year. and leven monthl. 

Q. How 1"". have you b • .., .. Iigned to rJWIK E. !VAlIS 1 
A. About a y.ar and ... ven montha. 

Q. To what d'vision .... you .. Iigned 1 
A. "M" Divi. ion. 

Q. What or. your p"incipal duriol in the "M" Divioion 1 
A~ I vo,..ked in After Ena;ineroom aa a Maeh1n:l.at la Hate. 

Q. To '~at Ca.partmclt wore you .. Iigned for borthing? 
A. It vaa "K" Div1l1on comparbMnt. 

Q. Do you recall the nuaober1 
A. Mo. lir. I donlt. 

Q. II it jUlt aft of tbe _rsoney Di.lo1 Ganarator Roam1 
A. Y.I. air. 

Q. W.re you a.l.ep in that compartment at the time of the collbion? 
A. Yea, I vu. 

Q. lIlat va. the first notice you had that a collilfion " .. about to occur or had :occurred? 
A. Well, I have no warning of it ahead of time, but when 'It happened I ".. thrown out of fIl1 rack. 

1 .leep approxfmately two feet from the lower part of the gun mount, the after JUn. maunt, aDd I flew 
up againat the gun mount and I flew back into my rack actually before I Val even awake. 

Q. I. th.t on the port aide of the compartment. or .t.rboard .ide? 
A. It la on the port aide. bcu .... It 11 on the .tarboard Ilde. 

Q. You lOY you wore thrown aslinlt the sun _t and back into your bunk? 
A. Ye ••• lr. 

Q. Did thot wake you up pretty well? 
A. Yea, air. 

Q •. Were you .hocked or dazed by the ~.ct? 
A. At firat I didn't have any idea what happened and thea abe .hip •••• Once I sot back into ~ 

.. ack, the Ihip went on 0 90 desree ansle and 10 right then I figured that we migbt ba soins down. 
Jafore I could oven set out of my rack it l.velled off 10 I figur.d WI misht have hit I_thing. I 
thought WI hit aground. 

Q. What happened in the compart_nt then after the .hip b.c .... upriaht again? 
A. At tir.t there va •• little confusion b.cau •• everybody va. tryiaa to S.t out of th. hatch. 

w. have a air cOlldltioner back there ao we keep our hatch cloud with Juat the .cuttl. open and. _U, 
th.re v .. too talch confu.ion to try to let out of that .cuttla. So there v ... b1& .... confu.ion thare, 
but then there va. a lot of PO'. yellinl for everybody ••• ylng that we vere okay ad to c.l. down. 
And when we "ot it calmed down everybody 1I&de it out real .. ay. 

Q. Did you all 10 through the elcape leuttle of did you open the batch 1 
A. A coupl. of !Uyo wont through the leuttl. and opened up tho hatch for the relt of UI. 

Q. Do you "".11 what the Itatul of tbe lighting woo in the cOlllPart-..t _iat.ly after the ,: . 
colUlon1 

A. I law no light. 

Q. Do you _ how _1 battle l .. t .... 1 th .... or. normally in tho eoiapartmmt 1 
A. I have only leen on •• 

Q. I. that a relay operated or 1MIlUal opU'ated battle lmtarn? 
A. I think it 11 a lIODual. 

Q. Do you recall wheth.r it woo tu ... ed on du .. ing thb period 1 
A. Mo. air. 

Q. Do you ... call ""ether .. yone ott_ted to tu ... it on 1 
A. 10, lir. I doolt. 

Q. If th.ra va no illlllllinatioo, b"" did you find tho hatch 1 
A. I knew .ar. the hatch va. "r ODa tblna. All I ha"e to do 11 .et out of my rack ad thare '. 

the ladder, mere or 1 •••• to 10 up tha hatCh. 
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Q. After tb. Petty Officer. c.llad for .veryou to .. i.t d""", v .. it f&!.rly orderly .t th.t tiM1 
A. Y •• , oir. It _'. Everybody workad tog.tb.r aft.r that. 

Q. Wh.rl did you go .ftar goiDa out th. b.teb 1 
A. Nobody 1m ...... ctly .... t to do 10 th.y wer ... yinl, "lion your General Quarter. It.Uons 

So mine w.. Aft.r Bnaineroom and I want to tbe After Bnaineroom and I took • whiff d""" th.re and it 
.melled like ltv •• team. I wa. barefooted and I didnlt have. 'hirt on 10 I didn't 10 down there. 

Q. Wh.t did you do in.tead 1 
A. I tumad .round and rl.Sht behind tbare ... bave • repair locker. I got ..... of the _rgency 

floodliSht. out of there and I went b.ck .ft to tho c~ment to help paopl. to •• t out of the 
compartment, becau.e there Val .0 much debri8 8Rd everYthing around that we couldn't move around very 
well. 

Q. What did you ob.erve "'en you want b.ck aft1 
A. rirat I vent back to '..,.' Dlvl.:Lon compartment and there wa. Itlll • lot of guy. there trying 

to find cloth .. to get on. Nobody Imew wh.t was goiDa on. So fir.t, I triad to help them out. And 
lot of the Moebinist'. Mot •• had fl •• hlightl, .0 it w •• pretty well lit up back th.r.. And the cemp.rt­
ment rlght behind VI 1. l'Oeil Divi.lon and there v., • Firat CI ••• Signalman Pruden. Re yelled to ,. 
·cau •• h. aaw fIIY light. Re wanted me to come back thare ad help him. 

Q. What was h. doing .t thb time 1 
A. He w •• tryiDa to get .11 the per.onnel b.ck to ,et .11 their cloth •• on and set out of the 

compartment &. lOon .. poI.lble. 

Q. Did you .Ioist Pruden then 1 
A. Ye'. 81r. I vent back there and we let Zebra and lot everybody out of the compartaent. 

Q. Can you make any •• timate a. to bow long thi. proc ••• took? 
A. I would I.,. from five to .even minut... -

Q. After you had completed getting the people out of the nOe" and 1tH" Divil:l.oa. compartamat., what 
did you do then? 

A.. I went out and I va. gOing to iO up the mi •• hips pa •• ageway. 'l'here were three of four BUY' 
hovering around the After Fireroom. They law my li&ht and they .aid, "Come hera, we think there i • 
• omebody down in the fireroom" - they had heard a loud tapping noi,e. So 1 v.n.t there. 

Q. Do you. recall who they were? 
A. All I can remember i. that there was one, he va. a Shipfitter by the 1lCIe of Hay. 

Q. Did you .ee • man by the n .... of Froy there? 
A.. He C8me up behind me and we both went down together. 

Q. What did you find "'en you went down there? 
A. Nothing really. We looked allover. You couldn't .tay down tbere, it Val too hot aDd thare 

va. no ventilation. We couldn't find nothing. There vaa a loud tapp1n& noile but we f1IUred that 
it va. probably jUle a Iteam line. 

Q. Had the boUer boen .ocured by thb time? 
A .. Thi. I couldn't .ay_ I didn't pay that auch attention. 

Q. After you completed your .o.reb .... t did you do thon? 
A. Fr.y end I then proceeded to tho Aft.r Bnainoroom to ebA and _ka 'ure tb.t ov.ryth iDa 

b.ck thare Val okay. W. went down th.r. end by thh time the After Bnaineroom bad b.en •• curad. 

Q. Was anybody in there "'en you went down to tho After I!n&ineroom? 
A. No there va.n't. 

Q. Do you rec.n .... ther tho _in bulkh.ad .top v.1.JIIa Wal clo.ad .t th.t time or not? 
A. No, I didntt check that but I law the main It,._ gauge and it ... 011 zero, 10 it ... t bave 

been clo •• d. 

Q. Goin, bock to the point where you •• id you lot • 11&ht from the rapair locker, bow did you 
lat into the repair locker? 

A. '!'he repair locker bad baen open.d. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

ae wa. 

It had b.en opanad? 
Yal, 'ir, it bad. 

Wao the door opan or ju.t unlocked? 
No, It was ju.t unlocked. 

Was thb Repair Sf 
No, lir. It v.. Repair 3. 

W •• there atybody .h.re at the time othor that you? 
liD, air, there vaan't. 

After you 10ft tb. Aftar Bnain.room, to wh.r. did you _.ad 1 
I proc.adad to th. _in deck port aid. cd th.ro I f_d ..... of th. Moebinbt 

badly hurt cd the 1U1' war •• t,..PPiDa bim into •• tr.teber. 
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Q. Wa. thll 011 tbe fontaU r 
A. No, .ir. It va. Ju.t a little bit forward af tha fantail. 

Q. '!.'bay vere .trapping him into a stretchar for what purpo.a r 
A. He VII burned. He va. in the Porward Ellgineroom wh ... it happenad ... d bl ... burned in the... -

He thought he waa vor.e theo h. va •• he wa. a littla delirioua. 

Q. WU thll i. preparation for tak1n& him to thl II!:LBOUIINE or take bim to fatau r 
A. '!.'bfo wu in preparation for taki", him to the II!:LBOUIINE. 

Q. He had .lr~ady been removed from the vicinity of the Forward Engineroom, II that correct? 
A. Ye., he had. 

Q. How wa. he t.v.n to the HELBOUIINE r 
A. H,y.elf ond couple other guy. grabbad a hold of the .tretcher and we took him to 1II1d.hip •• 

They h.~n't quite lot en~'8h lin •• over yet. Re II • real 80~ friend of mtna 10 I talked to him 
ad tried to calm him down. wbich helped a lot. An" then the MELBOUltNE threw. lin. over to _ and 
I tied it to the hook above the head of the .tretcher and th.y ha~ a ladder comiD& d....... So I 
walked half way up the ladder to help level out tha .tratcher .0 they coul~ let bim OIl board the 
MELBOUIINE • 

Q. Did you go 011 board the MELBOIIIIIIE at that time? 
A. No, I didn't. 

Q. What did you do! 
A. I came baek down th_ ladder. 'l11are va. Itlll lome Har.hinht'. Mata. that vera on "atch. that 

ware badly burned. I ha1ped th.- bv tv1n& life 1ina. around their vaist •• 0 they could go up the 
ladder. 

Q. Did y". •• ee a ..... by the n_ of Sakbn in the -vicidCy r 
A. Y •• , lir. Bakken vas with me. 

Q. What va' he dOing! 

: 

A. He wa. more of Ie •• doing the lame thing that I v •• doing. He v •• r1ght there at the ladder •• 
He wa. more or leiS "&king charge of gettiDg all the per,onnel onto the MELBOURNE. The K!:LBOURNE 
va. throwing cables and rope. over to u. to tie onto OU~ .tructure whiCh we were do1n~. 

Q. W .. -hat the mid.hip •• cation that BakIten had t.v.n charge of? 
A. Yr.., .'ir. It i&. 

Q. When did you aventually leave FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. After all the enlisted personnel, I wa. the la.t, more or 1 ••• , non-rated one there. There 

vas .till • couple of fir.t class .till on the ship and then the rest vere officers. 

Q. How were you treated when you got on board the lCLBOUllNE? 
A. Very good. Really bean treated ,ood. 

Q.. Saud on your ob.ervation on the fantail of FRANK E. EVANS bafore you left, how did you think 
the crew of FRANK E. EVANS behaved durins thi. period? 

A. I think they behaved axcoptionally well. When I vent up to midship. the firlt time, that va. 
the fir.t time I noticed the forward lection wal milling .w: it kind of bothered me then. But the 
whole time before thb it hadn't botherad... I think "",.t people didn't know what wa. ,oing 011 
reaUy and actually thay were real calm compared to "'at happened. 

Q. At ""y time batween tho time of the collllion and the time you veot to I£LBOUIINE, did you 
lee any perlonnel carryina battle lanterna around' 

A. '!.'be only one that I .aw with a lantern at all VII Prey. Pray, be hed • floodlilht l11te 
"'Yu1f • 

Q. And you had gotten your floodlight from the .. epair locker? 
A. Yea, .11': 

Q. Do you know where Pray lot hll? 
A. I thlnlt be .aid he got it from Rapai .. 5. 

Q. But you .aw no one with a batt1a lent ern valltlns around? 
A. No, I didn't. I have heard at the barracka, IUY •• ayina that they took battle lantern. 

off the wall but I have never lee nobody. 

Counlel for the ltoard: I have no further que.tion. for thi. vitn ••• , 81r. 

Queltlonl by the Icior ""'er: 

Q. Bow big 10 tha flood1i1ht that you wara carryf.n& r 
A. Woll, the floodlight I WDli1d ,.y 10 a. bright a. a car light. It i. a pratty haavy light. 

It bu lot a coupla of big batte .. ia. in it ad a real big bulb on it. 

Q. How doe. it c_e in Ii.a with a battla lantarn? 
A. I would .ay ito .bout twica u big and twica u bright. 
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Q. What colo .. 10 tha body painted? 
A. 'lila body 10 paintad g ... y. 

5 .. 10" He .. "',,: 'lbe boud hal no fu .. the .. que.t1onl of thb witn .... 

Coun.el fen: the board: P1 .. _ ruch., .t l:h1o t1ma you are priyU.g.d to malr.e any oth .... tat_t 
concerning anything ... lating to the .ubject matt ... of the inY.ltlaation that you think .hould be a 
matter of record in connection therewith, that has not. be .. brousht out by t.he prevloul que.tlOllI 
that have be .... kad. Do you have anything to add 1 

Witna •• : 'lbe only thing I would lika to add 10 .. fa .... the battle lantern. back afe, I don't 
t.hink there are enough battle lantern. back in the compartment. In the pal.qRIIY. IDd the eft8:l.nerooma 
we hay. quit. a few of tham but not in the cOlllpartmenti. And It did maIr.e it rough in thlo .ituat1on. 

EXAHINATION BY COUIISEL lOR THE lmAllD 

Qu.ltionl by counlel fen: the board: 

Q. t.t me •• k • clarlfy1ng, que,tion. Do you mean there weren't enough lDOUfttlql for battle 
lanternl or that lome were mialing from where they vere IUPPOled to be? 

A. 1 would •• Y that .ome were ai •• iDg. 

Q. If.ome of the mounting. had been full would there hay. b.on eoough? 
A. Yel, 1:1.1'. 

EXAHINATION BY 'l'IIE lmAllD 

Queat1on. by. _e .. ( CAPr Shand.): 

Q. Do you think any of the .. lantern. fall off thoir mountins, "'en tho .hip .. olled about 90 d.S ..... ? 
A. 110, ai ... I don't. I have .eon the mounting. ~ty before thb happened, with1n .... ka befo .. e. , 
The witnel. wa. warned coneernina; his te.timony and withdrew from the board room. 

'lb. board recelled at 1455 hour., 26 June 1969. 

, 

526 



~ 
'.-- . 

.'--';-

.... 
~#' 

.... 

• 

( 
The board reconvened at 1515 hours, 26 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present. 

Senior Member: The hearing i8 open • 

Counael for the board: Anyone who may be ."witness should withdraw from the room. Sir, at this 
time, counsel have two affidavits marked as Exhibits 82 and 83, the affidavits respectively of Chief 
Florentino ,. MaceyaD, and Seaman Apprentice Marcus Rodrilues, Jr., persona who vere air-evacuated from" 
the KEARSARGE immediately after this collision. These affidavita were obtained from the United States 
Hospital at Cam Ranh Bay, Republic of Viet Nam. and we tender them at his time and ask that they be 
admitted into evidence. 

Senior Member: Is there reason why these witnesses could not appear in person? 

COUDsel for the board: Yes. sir. They were both aevereJy injured and Rodrigues has now been 
medically evacuated to the United States and Maceyan is scheduled for medical evacuation within a day 
or two. They were both removed to Cam Rauh Bay from KEARSARGE on the day of the collision. 

Senior Member: They may be admitted. 

COUDsel for the board: With permission of the board I would like to read them at this time. 

COUDsel for the board read Exhibits 82 and 83 into the record. 

LTJG George A. LAKE, Jr •• USNR, was called as a witness by counsel for the board, was 8worn, and 
testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: : 

Q: LTJG Lare, you have been called as a witness to this board of inve8tigation which is inquiring 
into the circumstancp.s surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURN and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because it is 
understood that you have evidence which may assist the board in its investig~ti~n; Under" United States 
law no witness may be compelled to answer any question the answer to which mayl;"!pif'to incriminate him 
and you may refuse to answer any such question. You are also cautioned taat this hearing is open and 
classified information a~ould not be given in answer to any question. Should the &Dswer to any 
question req'tire classified information, you are requested to advise the board and you will be given 
the opportunity to answer it later in closed session. Do you understand all that I have said? 

A: Yes, Sir, I do. 

Q: Would you state your name, your grade, and your present organization? 
A: My name is George A. Lare, Jr., LTJG, assigned to the USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD-754). 

Q: And would you briefly 8tate your experience in the U. S. Navy since commissioning? 
A: Yes, sir. I went to Officers Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island. and from there I went 

to Damage Control--

Q:' When did you graduate from that school? 
A: In March of 1968. From there I went to Damage Control School at TI in California. I graduated 

from therein May. I was then aSSigned to the USS LOWE, a DER out of Guam, which was decommissioned 1a 
September of that year. I was then assinged to the FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q: And when did you arrive on Board FRANK E. EVANS? 
A: 11 October 68. 

Q: And to what duties have you been aasigned? 
A: I've been assigned DCA. and "Rn Division Officer. 

Q: Would you state what DCA stands for? 
A: Damage Control Assistant. 

Q: And what departeaent is that in? 
A: That is in the Engineering Department . 

Q: And how may personnel are in the "R" Division? 
A: In "R" Division, I had approximately 29 lDen assigned • 

Q: And what were the ratings of. the personnel a.sillled to the ~RI,I Division? 
A: Electrici"'. Kates, Shipfitters, D8.IIage ~t.ruJ.mal1 and "All Gang. 

Q: "A~ ia auxiliary? 
A: Yes. air. 

Q: On the early morning of 3 June, at the time of the collision, what was the firat notice you 
had that something unusual was about to occur or had occurredT 

A: I first heard a crunching Bound of metal and the ship seemed to come to a complete halt. I also 
heard water back in After Officer.. I was asleep at the time and this woke me up. 

Q:. And what room were you assigned to? 
A: I va. •• sirned to the same berthinl space that LTJG lowler was in. I do not know the number. 
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Q:And it'. in After Officer. Quarter.? 
A: Yea, air. 

Q: And do you recall the ship rolling over to starboard at that tt.e1 
A: Yes, air, I do • 

Q: What effect did that have on you? 
A: When the ship rolled to .t.rbo.rd~ I found myself ly1ng up again8t the side of the rack. I 

would •• y the ship muat have rolled close to 70 or 80 degrees to starboard for me to be in this position. 
~~en I jumped out of my bunk I found the water level in After Officers was up to maybe 3 or 4 inches below 
my knees. And at this time I knew that there was something seriously wrong. 

I 

Q: And do you know the source of the water which you heard and saw and felt? 
A: At first, before I was out of my rack, I thought 1t may be the AC unit back in After Officers 

had busted a line, but when I jumped out of my rack I knew that that was not the cause and I did not 
know where all the water was coming from. 

Q: And subsequently have you learned where it came from? 
A: I did Dot koow until after getting on the MELBOURNE that the water back 1nAfterOfficers was 

from the portholes and possib~ the door just forward of ~r Officers. 

Ql And at the time you were thrown from your bunk or at the time the ship rolled over heavily, what 
was the state of the illumination in After Officers quarters? 

A: I really don't remember. I remember it betng pitch black and I don't remember aeeing any lights 
at all in After Officers. 

Q: Are there any automatic actuated battle lanterns in After Officers Quarters? 
A: I believe there is one, and I know of ODe that ia a manual type. 

Q: Do you recall whether either of these was on? 
A: No, I don't. 

Q: Did you have a flashlight of your own that you used? 
A: I had one, but I couldn't find it in the debris that was allover the room. 

• 

Q: Can you estimate the time that the ship remained over in the 75 or 80 degree roll that you 
described? 

A: I woulp have to say roughly a second or two. It wasn't very long.at all. 

Q: It didn't pause there before coming back up? 
A: That I can't recall. 

Q: And after the ship righted itself, what did you do? 
A: 1 then went to Damage Control Central which is in the general workshop forward of nR" Division, 

and tried to raise the bridge. 

Q: Is that your General Quarters Station? 
A: Yes. sir, it is. No one else showed up there and 1 tried to contact the bridge on the IJV 

phone line. and was unable to do 80. I then went to the log room and tried to raise the bridge from 
there. Again I was unsuccessful. At this time when I stepped out of the ~og room 1 ran into Hudson, 
a fireman, and he informed that the forward part of the ship was gone. 

Q: Duriog the period of time wben you weat first to the Damage Control Central and the log room, 
did you observe the state of illumination in the passageways and compartments? 

A: Yes, sir. The battle lantern directly outside of After Officers was on and there were quite 
a few that I law on. I only saw one possibly two that were not on. and thele were the manual type. 

Q: And you do not know whether they failed to function or whether they just had not been turned 
on, is that right? 

A: That is affirmative. sir. 

Q: After you were in the log room and attempted to reach the bridge on the lJV. what did you do then? 
A: I Itepped out of the log room and as I .aid, I saw Hud~, tbe ~ir~. and he told .e that the 

forward part of the ship was gone and it was at this time in going on the .. in deck that I ran into Mr. 
Covert and he told me to make lure that everyone was out of the holds and to make aure that were on 
the fantail. 

Q: By the holds, he .eant what? 
A: The Engineering Ipaces. 

Q: And what did you do in response to that directive from LTJG CovertT 
A: I went forward and ran into Fritz, who il a first class Hachinist'. Mate. He said that he had 

just gone down and checked and there was no one down in the engineerinl epaces. I hollered down into the 
holds to check to eee if there was anyone there. I received no reeponse, except for down in the after 
engine room, there was one person down there with. lilht checking to lee if there was anyone there. 
And then I told him, I don't knovvboth1s individual was, that everyone ~.s to report to the fantail. 
And thil i. what we did. 

Q: And whom did you report to when you went to the fantail? 
A: I reported to LT Dunne. 

Q: w •• be the .anior officer Uft~reJ 
A: t •• , air, be was. 
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Q: Did be live you any instructions .~ to what you were t~ do? 
A: Yel. lir. He told me to 10 forw •• d on the atarboard aide to the ~otor vh.le~o.t. and try and 
this into the water. I took about 4 or 5 people with ~ and one ~n cl1~bed up ODt~e davit to 
and let the cotter key free. There wa •• preventer that v •• ftold1n. the boat. We did Dot haye 
tools, and we could not let it free. And it wal at this time 'h.~ I decided that ainee we couldn't 
the motor whaleboat down that we should set the liferafts in the water. which we started to do. 

Q: 
A: 

I could 

And who va. a •• i.ting you in th1. job? 
There was 8 Gunner's Hate Second Class, 
not set the motor whaleboat down. 

Leater, who was starting to do this when he aaw that 

Q: And what action did you take with respect to the liferafts? 
A: We got approximately 3 or 4 in the water and there il a cord which you pull which will inflate 

them. We had inflated 2 of them. We had the other two in the water and it was at this time that an 
officer from the MELBOURNE who was on our fantail. and someone ctame down and told us to forget liferafts, 
that we were going on to ~he stern of the MELBOURNE. 

Q: Did the two in which you pulled on the lines inflate normally? 
A: Yes, sir, they did. 

Q: And how about the other two? 
A: We never pulled the cords on them. 

Q! And were they in the water floating in their valiaes? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And what action did you take with respect to them when you deCided not to inflate them? lid 
you leave them in the water? -

A: Yes, sir, we did. We just went to the fantail and were directed -by a Commander, I believe, to 
board the j3cob's ladder to go on the fanta~l of the MELBOURNE. 

that you left in the water'~ecured to each other or to .ything else? Q: Were the lifefrafts 
A: That) don't know. 

that they dtyfted away. 
I knew we threw them into the water and we had the cords. I would imagine 

Q: Did you observe anyone else taking any action with respect to liferafts? 
A: No, sir. I don't remember. 

Q: And how did you board MELBOURNE? 
A: We we~t to the fantail first and then 3 or 4 at a time were directed to go up to the port side 

and on the main deck they had jacob's ladders strung down from the stern of the MELBOURNE, and it was by 
this means that we boarded the MELBOURNE. 

Q: What did you do after you got aboard the MELBOURNE? 
A: I was directed to go to a room, I believe it was a wardroom. at which time we wrote down our 

names and service numbers. and I stayed there for approximately a half hour to one hour. Then I went 
to the fantail of the MELBOURNE to see if the ship had gone down, and it was still afloat. 

Q: At the time you left FRANK E. EVANS, what was your opinion as to the state of the stability and 
bUOYAncy of FRANK E. EVANS, of the stern section? 

A: Yes. sir. At the time, I was concerned and I think everyone else was, that the ship might 
go down. The front end did seem to be loing down. and I think this is the reason why Mr. Covert 
wanted to get everyone on the fantail. I thought that it might be loing down also. It wasn't until 
morning, when the sun was up. and I was on board the LARSON looking down, but I could see in the front 
part of the EVANS. the hull extended, it leemed to me, out about another, 20 feet, but it did not 
break Itra1aht through. And I think it vas pOBsible thlt this part of the hull wa. riding underneath 
the MELBOURNE, which lave us the appearance that she was goiag down. 

Q: Prior to leaving FRANK E. EVANS, did you observe the freeboard at the most forward aection 
of EVANS? 

A: No. sir. 

Q: Did you take any loundings of any of the Ipacea, tanks, voids, and 10 forth? 
A: Is this after we had left - -

Q: While you were on board immediately after the collision1 Before you left the first time. 
A: We were trying to make sure that everyone was out of the compartments on the fantail. and 

making lure that ZEBRA was set. 

Q: And returni"~ to the time that you went to the fantail of MELBOURNE to observe EVANS, what 
action did you take at that time? 

A: When I was on the fantail of the MELBOURNE, it was at this time that I found out that Mr. Covert 
and two other people, I believe Bakken, HRl and I cannot remember who the other individual was, had 
gone back to the EVANS, to ~~y aid .ave her. I alao found out that our Exective Officer, Operations 
Officer. who is Mr. Dunne, and Mr. Suhr. our Supply Offieer, and YNl Cook, were going to go back to 
try and get some valuable information. I went back with them to aee 1f I could be of any assistance to 
Mr. Covert. And ve boarded one of the MELBOURN'a boat., atarted goinl back to the EVANS, at which time 
we paased the LARSON. and the CO of the LARSON told us to come aboard, which ve did. We were there 
for approzimately I half an hour before wereceivld permission, Mr. Suhr and I, to 10 over to the EVANS 
to help. He went over to let, I believe, hia pay records and I wa. loing over to lee what I could do 
to help Mr. Covert. 

Q: At this time, did you know who va. in charle of the efforts to aave the EVANS? 
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A: No. air. 

Q: Did you apeak to the Commanding Officer of LAaSON While you ~re aboard! A: Yes, air, I did. He was on the atarboard wina of the bridge and I went up to him and ... ed him if I could go over to the EVANS. I told him that I was the DCA and that I would l1ke to try and gtve Mr. Covert a hand. And he laid, IIYes," to 10 on over, that there was. perlon 1n char,. on the fantail to gtve him my name and that it was all right to go over. 

Q: And approximately what time did you board PlANK E. EVANS? 
A: All I can •• Y 11 the lun va. up. I did not have .. y watch and I did Dot know what time 1t was. 
Q: What did you do when you got aboard? 
A: When I boarded the EVANS, I found Mr. Covert and •• ked him what I could do to help. He said to let with Mr. Wood, who wal the DCA on the LARSON, to go around with him, take soundings, check the shaft alleys and small compartments to make lure that one ZEBRA was set and that we were not flooding elsewhere. 

Q: At the time you boarded what was your opinion as to tha stabtlity and buoyancy of the stern aection of EVANS? 
A: That I'. not really Bure. I know at Damage Control School, they aay 1f a ahip does not ao down in the first 4 or 5 minutes. that the ship could be aaved. I figured aee1ng that she had been afloat aost of the morning. that there was a very aood chance of saving her. But as to what her stability was, I was not sure. 

Q: Had any pumping been initiated at the time you coame aboard? A: When I came on board. there were pumps. P-250 pumps, forward that were being used ; do not remember if there were one or twv, but 1 do recall pumps being used forward. 
Q: Do you recall whether the EVANS' P-250 was in usei 
A: That I do not know. I know we had one P-250 outside the forward fireroom which was lOBt. We have another P-250 pump outside the after fireroom. I do not kown whether this one.was used. 
Q: What other action did you take while you were on board?" A: This is during the rescue phase? 

Q: Yes. The time you boarded from LARSON. 
A: Other than checking soundings and making sure that ZEBRA was set and alao to check to see if we were flooding elsewhere, I actually did nothing other than this. I was told to check, recheck. check again. 

Q: Did ~~N come alongside while you were on board? 
A: Yes. sir, she did. I had been on board for approximately ••• I would .ay an hour. and received word to come topside that the LARSON was going to come alongside. 

Q~ Did you examine the atatus of the paint locker? 
A: Yes, sir. Our Executive Officer was on the LARSON and he said to check the paint locker, which I did. When I opened it uP. paint was allover the place. The fumes in there were very strong, ao I dogged the door back again and we have an installed 50 pound C02 system there. and I activated that to make sure that a fire did not start in this apace. 

Q: Did the C02 system work when you activated it? 
A: Yes. sir, it did. 

Q: Did you take any action at this time to remove valuable personal gear and ahip's gear? A: Yes, sir, I did. 

Q: What aort of action? 
A: After we had been on board for, I would .ay. approximately two hours, Mr. Covert 8ulgested getting a party~f.en to go back into After Officers and start taking out the valuable gear. Things in the l,ne of tape recorders, record players. cameras, and theae items we tried to find. We found most of them. There were a few that we did miss. 

for cUltody? Q: And to whom did you deliver this 
A: We delivered them to the LARSON. We put them in their torpedo atorage and took an inventory 11. t of this. 

Q: Can you give the board an estimate of the total time you remained aboard this time? A: You mean how long I atayed on the EVANS, the entire t1me~ 

Q: 
A: 

off. 

Yes, when you went back aboard berafter aunrile. 
I vould .ay I was on board for approximately 8 to 10 hours. 

Q: Can you recall approximately what time you left? 

I val the last one of the others 

A. It wa. sometime in the afternoon. I would a.y aomewhere around 1400. 
Q. And were there any additional actions that you have not .entioned, completed while you were on board? 
A. Not that I can recall. 

Q. Did you pump out any additional apaces, or jettiaon any additional material or take any such action? 
A. I do know that they, they .. anina Mr. Covert and Mr. Sau.h, he i8 the Chief Engineer on the LARSON, they were forward and they pushed over the practice aount which we have. I do not know ---
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Q: Loading .. chine? 
A: Yes, air. they pushed that over and a180 there were a few obje.;ts, there va8 • fan and alIa 

• press for clothes, that was thrown overbo~rd alia to help 11shten up the forward part of the Ihip. 

Q: What effect did these acttons, the pumping out of spaces and the lightenins of the ship have 
on the stability 'and buoyancy of EVANS that you could observe? 

A: Evidently when the salvage party first boarded, they put marks on the forward part of the ship. 
Then they Itarted to pump and I fell that the realon for this mark wa, to let them know whether or not 
they were improving Itability_ When I left. these marks were apporxlmately 4 to 6 inches above the 
waterline. which was. definite indication that our buoyancy waa increased forward. ADd a1ao that 
stability had been improved. 

Q: While you were aboard were there any preparations made for towing? 
A: The only preparation that I can recall was the fact that the VDS was brought up. out of the 

water. That's the variable depth sonar. 

Q: You do not recall a bridle being rigged or anything of that nature? 
A: N9. sir. 

Q: How had the weather remained during this period? 
A: I would Bay the weather could not have been better· It was calm. There seemed to be no~ wind. 

The ocean was like glass. 

Q: And what was the state of-EVANS when you left her at about l400? 
A: When I left on the EVANS starboard Bide, the LARSON was there. and on her port side there wa. 

a tug? 

Q: Do you recall the name of the tug? 
A: I believe her name was the TAWASA--I'm not sure. 

Q: TAWASA? 
A: TAWASA. I believe that'. who 1t was. 

Q: And how long had it been there when you left the EVANS? 
A: I believe it had been there for approximately an hour and a half. It vas around noon time when 

ahe came alongside, I think. 

Q: And do 'au known whether a salvage party from Subic had arrived by this time? 
A: Yes, air. There were Bome people on this tug that eVidently were specialists in this. I 

did not see them, but this was the word which I heard. 

Q: Who was in charge of the salvage party when you left FRANK E. EVANS? 
A: I personally never did find out who was in charge until I spoke to Mr. Covert. and I believe he 

said that the Commanding Officer of the LARSON had taken control and that ~he Chief Engineer, LT. 
Baugh, was the one that was in charge on the EVANS. 

Q: Do you have any additional significant observations as to your actiouB during the period 
following the collision? 

A: No. sir. 

Q: 
and its 

A: 

In that case. I would like to go back and ask a few more leneral questions as to the ship 
practices. 
Yes, air. 

Q: First of all, how many damage control lockers did you have? 
A: We had three. One was in the forward fan room, that was repair 2. We had one amidships, 

which was repair 5. And we had one aft of the log room, which wa. repair 3. 

Q: And where was your general quarters station? 
A: Mine was in, well, there is ~he general worksbop, which 11 DC Centtal, and there was ooe mor~. 

that was the log room. The general workshop when ve were on the IUD line. va. where ~C Centra! was 
to be. When we left. we decided to keep it this way. The 101 room would become our alternate DC 
Central. 

Q:" Did you have repair gear stored in both DC Central and the log room as well as in the repair 
party lockers? 

A: In DC Central we did not have any repair lear, no, sir. 

Q: And vhat va. the .hip'. practice prior to this collision, as to the locking of repair lockers? 
A: On the gun line the lockers were left open all the time. After this they were locked. although 

from time to t1 .. daily I would find them open. 

Q: And what action would you take when you found them open? 
A: I would lock them. 

Q: Do you have any explanation as to who va. opening thea and why? 
A: I would have to •• y I do not know. Althoulh the only people that had keys were my damage 

controlmen and my Ihipfitters. 

Q: Pollowing the collision, did you obaerve·whether the repair lockera that were in the after 
aection were open? 

A: I did not aee repair S. lepair 3 v .. open. There were people there trying to get out the battle 
lanterns. 



• 

0.-. 

( ::> •.•.. 

Q: And what was the normal allowance of battle lanterns in the repair locker.? A: I believe we hsd 5 or 6 in each repair locker. 

Q: Did you have an, additional eaergency light. in the repair lockers? A: There was one flood lamp in each repair locker also. 

Q: And what types of toole are kept in this repair locker? 
A: Bascially fire fighting gear, different ~y~ea of tools that could be used for hookins up hoses. Repair 5 was the best repair locker we had. It had not only damase control Bear but it also had a portable weldin. outfit. It was the largest 10ck4r we had. 

Q: Did they normally contain tools that could have been used to cut down the motor whaleboat? A: Yes. sir. 

Q: Was there any reason you did not obtain these tools before trying to do so? A: No. sir. 
part, and Lester 
best thing to do 

At the time I did not think of that. I knew there were liferafts back on the was getting these, and I figured that getting the liferafts into the water was at that time. 
after 
the 

Q: When the repair lockers are locked, is there any way of obtainin. emergency entrance into them. For example, keys under glass or any such measure? 
A: No. sir, we did not have keys under glass. 

Q: Do you know whether any people reported to the repair parties immediately after colliSion? A: Repair 2, there was no one there because that part of the ship was gone. Where the people for repair 5 would normally meet, was where the ship had been cut in half. The only rep-air locker left would be repair J and they always assembled back in the after part of the ship, by the barber shop. And I did not see people congregafingthere. Everyone seemed to going in groups going to different parts. 
Q: Were the people being directed to the fantail ift'gener~l? : A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And where was the P-250 pump normally Itowed? 
A: There are two. One is located outside the forward fireroom. And I do not know whether the pump was used. 

Q: Do you know where it was found after the collision? A: No. sir. I did not go up that part of the passageway • • 
Q: How is this stored in its normal position? How is it aecured there? A: There is a brace of angle iron that it sits into and this is what holds it in place. 
Q: Are there any straps or additional retaining devices? A: No, sir. I feel that the pieces of angle iron that were holding it in place were quite sufficient. 
Q: Would they hold it against a 90 degree roll of the ship? A: I think they would. 

Q: Following the collision, 
battle lanterns or flood lights? 

did you observe any personnel in the after section of the ship carrying 
cl A: Yes. there were people with battle lanterns. I saw a few people taking them was open. I saw aome people down in the berthing spaces with battle lanterns also. 

out of repair 3 which 

Q: Whose responsibility were the battle lanterns on board ship? A: We had an Electrical Officer aboard, Mr. John Stever, who was in the forWard part of the ship and was lost. Being theileetrical Officer, he was responsible for battle lanterns. 

Q: Do you have any responsibility for checking that they were in worin. order or in place on the ship? 
A: Yes, sir. Being the Damage Control Assistant, I have certain men who are assigned to me, damage control petty officers, and thes. men, there is one from each division. They check monthly to make sure that, with a hull report, that everything works. They turn these reporte in once ~-month. If they find battle lanterns during their weekly check, that are not operative, they take them off, put a tag on them saying where they are from and they take them down to the general workshop, which is where the electricians did all their work, turned it in there. 

Q: And what was done about replacing a battle lantern from the place which they were removed? A: This I do not recall. I believe they had extra battle lanterns in the general workshop at all times. I'm not positive of this. I believe that they were replaced so that there was a continuous cycle. 

Q: Did you make periodic damage control inspections of FRANK E. EVANS? A: From time to time, yes, sir. 

Q: During the course of thoae inspections, what was your practice as to checking battle lanterns either as to their being mi.sing or being inoperative? 
A: I, along with my damage controlmeD. which were two, would check periodically two maybe three times a week. going around and the way you check them i£ they are the manual type, you just throw the switch and the light will come on. The other type that are automatic. you just push the button down and the 1iaht will come on. We would check theae and if we found discrepancies. we would get hold of the dams.e control petty officer who was reapon.ible for that space, and notify him that that battle lantern .hould be turned in. 
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Q: And what was the follow up action that wa. taken? 
A: Well, my damage controlmen, .a I said, we would check two or three times a week. If we found 

that the battle lantern was still there, we would get on this individual to make sure that this light 
was changed • 

Q: Did you ever find any mountings for battle lanterns, where there were no battle lanterns? 
A: Not that I can recall. 

Q: Do you happen to know the ship'. allowance for battle lanterns? 
A: No, 81r. I do not. 

Q: Do you have any idea of the approximate number? 
A: I would say somewhere near 200, but that could SO either way. 

Q: Do you know if the allowance included spares for use in replacing damaged or inoperative battle 
lanterns? 

A: That I do not know. 

Q: Going back to the water you observed in After Officers country when you got up. Was it customary 
to leave the main deck door open at night, when you were steaming? 

A: I wouldn't say it was customary. I do know once in a while it would be open, held back by 
a hook, and it was a darken ship door, which would be a dog ZEBRA. And the lights would be out. 

Q: In addition, was there a curtain over the door, a blackout curtain of any Bort? 
A: Yes. sir, there was. 

Q: Do you happen to know whether that door was open the night of 2 and 3 June? 
A: That I do not know, because I did not go forward. in that part. 

Q: Did you find it necessary frequently to leave the dOo~ open for pu~p08es of vrntilation 
in After Officers Country? 

A: No, sir. After Officers was air conditioned and we had to keep our door closed back there 
if it was going to have any effect. 

Q: Having observed the conduct of the crew of FRANK E. EVANS following this collision, do you 
have any comment as to particularly noteworthy performances by any individuals? 

A: I don't know. I did see a few individuals, Lares, and an Electrician's Mate Second Class and 
'are. and Engineman Second Class were in the after diesel. trying to feed the p,ower to the board. It 
was on the HEL90URNE that I learned that they were unable. to do so. GustafsGn~ a Shipfitter First 
Class. was getting people out of "RI! Division, and he was dogging down the doors. He was setting 
ZEBRA back aft. I spoke to Robertson, Machinist Mate Third Class, and he said he set ZEBIA baek in 
after steering and Pruden was also back there helping to set ZEBRA. But Gustafson was the only 
individual or person who I saw setting zJaRA and making sure people were getting out "RI! Division 
compartmen t. 

Q: How about any of the people in a position of leadership, did you "ote their performances in any 
way? 

A: Do you mean enlisted wise or - -

Q: Or off icers. 
A: I thought Mr. Dunne and Hr. Covert both did an outstanding job. They seemed to have things 

fairly well organized and they worked more or less hand in hand. Mr. Dunne seemed to be running the 
show on the fantail and Mr. Covert was forward making Bure also that people were going back to the 
fantail. 

Q: Going back to my question about the door to the After Officers area, are there any spaces around 
the officers country, in which people would work or sleep which had better ventilation if that door 
were left open? 

A: The only 
this door in the 

apace that it might benefit would be the supply of~e. 
same passageway, approximately 5 to 6 feet to the port 

Q: Was it an air conditioned space? 

which was located forward of 
of the door. 

A: No, air, it was not. At 3:15 in the morning though, I do not believe anyone would have been in it. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: After officers country has no door which opens directly on to the weather deck, does it? 
A: No. sir. it does not. 

Q: So the door you are talking about is just forward of - -
A: Just aft of the door. It'a approximately - -

Q: AOQ is aft of the weather deck door, starboard aide, is thst right? 
A: Yes, sir. There are two doors there. One directly forward and one directly aft. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questiona by counael for the board: 
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Q: Based co your observations follow1na collilioa, could you aake any comment. a. to the Itate of damage control r •• dine •• and training of FlANK E. IVANS? 
A: I would .ay damage control vise .•• the ship, material wise and personnel wise, vere prepared • for just any type of emergency. And I think that thefr performance during this collision was an indication of this. 

CouDael for the board: Counsel ha. no further questiona of this witnel •• 

Senior Member: The board has no further qua.tion •• 

Counsel for the board: MR. Lare. at this time you are privileged to aake any further atatement covering anything relating to the subject matter of the investigation that you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, which haa not been fully brought out by the questlons you have been asked. Would you like to add anything to what you have .aid? 

LTJG Lare: Yea, sir, there is one thing, and it goea to Forward Officers. The door in Forward Officers opens outward. I had received word from various people that aaid that the ladder outside Forward Officers had broken free and was lodged again8t the door. In which case the people in forward officers would not have been able to get out. To my knowledge, forward officers was the only Ipace on the ship that did not have more than one acceas. And I think it would be a good idea for all ships of this type to, number one, turn the door around .0 that it would open into the apace, also have one other acceas. That's all. 

Senior Member: Prom where did you receive thil information concerning a blockage of the door? 
LTJG Larel: I received it, Adm1ral~ from a few people, I do not remember who they were, they were from First Divis10n which 1a located directly underneath Forward Officers. When they came up, they said they heard people in Porward Officers but the water at this point was getting high. And they said that they got out. I cannot name anyone indiIidual. I don't remember who they were. 
Senior Member: Are these people who aurvived? , 
LTJG Larea: Yes, sir, they are. 

Senior Hember: COUDsel will make an effort to determine if this point can be further developed. 
Counael for the board: Yes, sir. Do you have any further remarks a. to design or other IIUlttera that should come to the attention of the board? 

t 
LTJG Lares: No, sir, that was my only matter. 

The witness was warned concerning hia testimony and withdrew from the board room. 

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess. 

The board recessed at 1617 hours, 26 June 1969. 
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The board opened at 1630 hours. 26 J\IIIe 1969. 

Senior _ber, The hearing 11 nov open. 

• All persona connected nth the board, vbo vere pre.ent when the board reee •• ed, were qa1n 
present. 

Counsel tor the bo&rd (CDR G1&a.), The bo&rd nov being in open .es.ion. it is necelsar,r to 
point out that IJl¥ person vIlo has been told he i. a wi tne ... or vIlo ~ be a wi tne ... i. uted 
to wi tbdrav rra. the bo&rd l'OaII. 

Charlel M. G&rri.on. Lieutenant (junior grade). U.S. Navy. va. called by COunlel tor the board. 
was aworn, and testified &II tallow.: 

EXAMIllATION BY COUIJSEL Fell TIlE BOARD 

Question. by coun.e1 tor the board (CDR Gl&a.), 

Q. Lieutenant (junior grade) G&rriaon. you have been called u a witne .. tor the bo&rd of' 
investigation. vIlich i. inquiring into the circUIIIStances .urrounding the co111don of' HMAS MELBOURNE 
and USS FlWIK E. EVANS. becaule it il believed that you have evidence vb1ch ~ ud.t the board 
in its investigation. Under United Statel law. no witne .. ~ be caapelled to an .... r any que.tions. 
the anlwer to which may tend to incriminate h1m and you IIIa¥ refuse to &nswer any such question. Do 
you understand vIlat I've s&1d? 

A. Yel, .ir. I do. 

Q. Will you p1eue .tate your f'ull n ..... grade and organization? 
A. Charles Madison Garrison, Junior, Lieutenant (Junior grade), U,S. Naval Relerve, USS mANX 

E. EVANS. 

Q. Since vIlen have you been ua1gned to USS !RARX. E. EV~? 
A. May 10th. 1968. 

, 

Q. Was that your first &adgnment atter graduating rra. of'f'1cer's Ichoo1 and being ccmm1sdoned? 
A. Yes, air. It~. 

Q. What duties were you usigned to in USS EVANS? 
A. Assistant Navigator and Assistant = of'f'1cer. 

Q. At tile time ot the co111l1on. were you on watch or in your statel'Oall? 
A. No, lir. I vas &81e~p in my Itateroan in After Officers Country. 

Q. What val the first indication you had that the co111sion had occurred? 
A. I f'elt a jolt. and to 1111{ recollection. I did awake inltantl,y. I oat up in 1111{ bunk and 

could hear metal again.t metal. Looking back I recollect vIlat I .1mI\1.e now to be a roll to 
starboard and water coming into my stateroom. 

Q. Are you ab1e to I"" rtoom lIhat source the water entered? 
A. Yes. dr. I teel it W&B caming trom torw&rd because I &al~ it would be the door forward 

of lIlY stateroam.. 

Q. And to vIlat extent did it enter? 
A. Approx1.matel,y.ix inches of' water vb1ch leveled ott at that point. 

Q. Did the ship right i t.eIf atter that 1n1 t1&1 roll to .tarbo&rd? 
A. Yes. sir. It did. 

Q. An:! at that It ago • vIlat degree ot illUlllination did lOu have in the Atter Of'f'1cers Country? 
A. There W&B a battle lantern vb1ch was near. although I don't recall now its location ... 

But this vas the onl,y initial light that I could lee trem 1111{ position in the stateroom. 

Q. How did you make your way out ot that space? 
A. I had considerable debris on the deck. However. I had little ditticulty exiting lIlY 

8tateroan. 

Q. What caused the ditficulty? 
A. I had, of course, "the vater, Illd I had a couple ot drawers that pulJ.ed themselves out and 

were on the deck in JaY Itateroom. 

Q. Wu there anyone elee endeavoring to exit at the ..... time as your.elt? 
A. Yes. .ir. LTJG Suhr wu d1rectl,y acro.1 the passageway and LT Dunne. vIlo hu the .tateroom 

forward ot JOine. We all .eemed to exit at about the ..... time. 

Q. Which hatchway did you use? 

A. We walked torw&rd and then proceeded to the starboard .ide in anticipatioo ot gning to our 
~ stationa. 

Q. What did you tind vIlen you ""nt on the main deck Itarbo&rd lido% 
A. There was activity there • • .- to.1k1ng. I think this is vIlat attracted us to the starbo&rd 

o1de. 1Jom&l.l,y. I would haft gone by way ot the port pa .. agwway to 1111{ ~ .tltion. However. we did 
CO to the Itarbo&rd lide and eClllllenced wal.ld.ng torw&rd at vh1eh t:la "" discovered that YO had been 
in a co111don _ in a lerioua co111don - and that the torw&rd half' of' the lhip was gone at that point. 
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Q. Wu that the fir.t point at which 70u appreciated the gravity of the .... rgencYl, A. Ye., air. It det'1n1 tely "".. Prior to thi. point, r certa1nly !wi DO idea that the colli.ion !wi been that .erious, even though r !wi felt that r ..... 0._ t'rom the point of :Impact thrnughnut the COllitiOD it.elf. 

Q. Well, to What part of the ahip did you then proceed? 
A. We then cCllllllenced walld.ng to the fantail., telling tho.e with us and, at that t1me ccadng out, to alao proceed to the fantail. 

Q. And when you got to the fantail, What action did you per.onally take? A. There ""re a few injured people Who ""re being brought to the .ceae, there on the fantail. r ..... talldng to people Who ""re injured and I found ~ •• lf being uked aeveral queation. ouch u, "what do you think we will be doing?" "what is our next move?" etc., "how bad 1. it'l" and wo, ",,11, just doing ~ best to asd.t LT Dunne who ..... at this t1me trying to get organization .stablish.d and LTJG Cov.rt who aOOn appear.d getting his damage control organization going. 
Q. How many men were by then on the fantail section? 
A. When I :first arrived, I would estimate perhaps 20 or 30. 

Q. And lat.r? 
A. A figure which rapidly gr.w. 

Q. R.aching what figur.? 
A. Just a gu ... on ~ part, perhapa,75, So people. 

Q. What did you obaerve a. to the .tate of morale and organization of the people who were there? 
A. I think it d.aerv.s to be not.d that there ""a perhaps an initial ahock on .veryon.'a part. Howv.r, call1ln.aa was pr.valent and people did u they were told and did their beat to support those who were taking charge. 

Q. Did you obaerv. What particular peraona a .. amed leaderah1p? A. The people who ""r., the two people that I would not. that were ..,at in charg. wuld be LT Dunn. and LTJG Covert. 

Q. How did you make your way from the fantail. aboard HIIAS MELBOURNE? A. I had tak.n a rapid tour back up the atarboard aid. and in the atbwartahip p .... ag.way back through officer. country and back aft along the athwartahip (aic) pasaageway back to the aft.r ath ... rtship passag.way and back -ut the .tarboard lid., aft.r which people ""re thinning out. The 1lljur.d had already l.ft on the port aid., and a r.w people at that t1me were leaving.) Th. non-injur.d were alao leaving along the port side and many people ""r. leaving FRANK E. EVANS fran the ECM d.ck. At this time, I joined a group which was at that t1me proce.ding to the helo deck along the ~adder just aft by mount 53, and then we were just proceeding to the he10 deck and up to the ECM d.ck and with this group I did d.part USS FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. What did you do wh.n you boarded MELBOORNE? 
A. I was taken below and had no personal injuries and ... ilted with must.r reports and .e.ing what people were th.r. and trying to canfort anyone and just dOing about anything r could do. 
Q. Did you think that .fforts in HIIAS MELBOURNE in this regard ""re well direct.d or not? A. Yes, sir. I would say that with a tragedy of this nature that their response was not only rapid but the end result. illUitnt. that the right things ""re don. with a min1mlllD of t1me. 
Q. Are there any particular persona in EVANS wan you would wish to ... ntion e.pecially for outstanding perfonDallc. of duty? , A. I think, in g.n.ral, if I was to cCllllllent along this line it would be that from the •• 1IIIUll1 apprentice to the Lieutenant in charge, there was an overLl1 togetherness in the realization of the problem we had and that the thing to do was keep calm-and things would work out the best that way. And, in fact, it did, and thi. is where the credit "11.es, the fact that people did ke.p their head. and that the l.ad.rship was th.re that .nabled us to cane out pr.tty good. 

Q. I would like to uk you a f.w qu.stions about the practic. that was obs.rved in the eIC? Did the practic. normally prevail for the cre to decod. "", .. ag.s received in shackle code? A. Yes, sir, it did. 

Q. And to what extent, if any, vu there collaboration or cOl1llultation on thi. question with the bridge officers? 
A. On any shackle cod. that would he received whether on PRlTAC or SCREEN Tactical or the CI n.t there wuld be a relay of the breaking of thi. ""'a sag. to the bridge either on the MC unit or thrnugh the JL talker, and at which point there .hould be a concurrence that would cane back into CIC from the bridg •• 

Q. WI.. it the practic. of erc to take the matter up with the bridge first or vic. versa? A. It would be the crc'. r •• ponsibility to r.lay the ..... ag., at which point the bridge could act accordingly - eith.r dloagre. with our result Or perhaps to ask for a verification etc. 
Q. And if there was a disagr.ement, how was the _tt.r further developed? A. Probably by thi. t1me we would have gone to the MC unit it.elf - being a more dir.ct c~ic&tion8, p1us the OOD and the eIe watch otticer would .q the signal u they received it and the 10urC. by which they broke the ..... ag. and how they did obtain their results. 
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Q. Accord~ to the nol'lll&l. practice in the CIC, who 1fU the per.on who decoded a ..... ae in 

lbaeUe code' 
A. In thi_ particular exercile. in II\Y _ection ... had two officerl on .... tch. and one of the 

two offlcer. would verity any "'''I&e that did come in. He -.y not have been the one to break 
the -1&nal. but"" would have it e.tabli.hed ao that one of UI vould aee the dgnal and the break 
down of it and verity that ita accuracy 1fU correct. 

Q. Would he consult with the other officer before c~cating with the bridge? 
A. Perhap. not. depending on the lituation. It' the other officer ..... perhap. on a lII&Ileuvering 

board problem he might at that time take the lICrd of the other offlcer as having the correct 
authentication of the signal. 

Q. What Idnd of qualifications did you have .. cre vatch officer? Were they for independent 
steaming. port or fleet work? 

A. I had .. far as I know a fleet qualification. 

Q. That va. the highe.t qualification? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Why do you aay .. far .. you know? 

Admiral Stevenson: You asked him his cre qualifications. 

Counsel for the board: I'., aony. I'll withdraw that. 

Q. What are your qualifications ... an officer of the deck? 
A. I have no officer of the deck qualifications. 

Q. In port! 
A. I'm Borry, I have no officer of the deck undeI"WJ.Y' qual1t1cat1ona. 

Q. Did 1011 ever .tand watch in CIC when LTJG Ramsey was the officer of the deck? 
A. No, air, I've never. In fact I can't recalJ. ever being in the same watch Bection nth 

LTJG Ramsey. 

Q. Did you ever stand watch in Cle vben LTJG Hopson vas Junior Otf1cer of the Watch? 
A. I feel that I have in all probability. altbough I cannot recall any particular time. 

Q. What did you observe as to the state of cOllllllWlication. between EVANS and MELBOURNE during 
SEA SPIRIT operations? 

A. I felt that cOllllllWl1cations were quite good throughout the exercis •• and felt that MELBOURNE's 
ccmmmicators were very good. We had very good cClllDunicat1ons. 

Q. Did it aeem to you that c~cations between the Australian and U.S •• hips were any 
different than tho.e between U.S. ships in each case? 

A. 110. air. I would not think that there vas anything that caused any real adjustment as 
far as working with the Australians. 

~. Which stateroan did you have in the After Offlcers Quarters? 
A. I\y .tateroam is directly aft of LT Dunne' •• tateroan - very clos. to center tine. 

Q. Port or .tarboard aide? 
A. It would be port 8ide. ExcUie ma. What I .... an 10 it would be to port of what would be 

the stateroam acro.s from ma. which would be atarboard. although the stateroan itself would be 
in fact on the .tarboard dde. 

Q. Well. they are both on the Itarboard .ide of the .hip? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And you were on the port aide of the pa .. ageway? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. You mentioned drawer. fall1ng out onto the deck. Did they open up onto the port or 
.tarboard aide? 

A. They opened to atl!'board. 

Q. And were these drawers that were under your bunk or other drawers? 
A. Ye? sir. They were dravers that were directly under II\Y bunk. 

Q. W~re there latches on them. to secure them in position? 
A. Yea, lir. 

Q. What position were the latche. in, 
A. h tar as I know, the drawer. .hould have been secured. 

Q. Whan you ~ they Ihnuld have been I.cured. you mean that they were in fact in the locked 
polition or they were not? 

A. liormal.lT, it I were to cloSt!, a draver in lIlY' .taterOClD. I would ~\I8t, out or habit, secure 
the l.atch. i1leretore J I would UB .• , that these drawerl .hould have had the atches 8ecured. 

,~,,; . 
Counsel for the board: ·Counael baa no ,.,re que.tion. ot thi. witne ... 
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EXAMINATION BY MEMBERS OF TIlE BOARD 

Questions by the aenior member: 

Q. Mr. Garrison, in your capacity ... the Ass1stant Navigator, did you have anything to do 
with the ship's clocks? 

A. I would say that lI\Y responsib1llty wu to aee that the quartermuters did, in fact, have 
a man whole responsibility it was to vind all c1oc:ka, and to Bee that they were accurately aet • 

Q. What t'requency ..... this to be done? 
A. ThU was done on a dai~ buis. 

Q. All clocks in the ship? 
A. Yes, sIr. 

Q. Do you think it was in fact done? 
A. Yes, air. I do. 

Q. W ... a record kept of the errors found in the clocks? 
A. Yes, sir. There was. 

Q. In what manner W1L8 the record kept? 
A. The quartermasters had a log book which would show specific clocks and their inaccuracies. 

Q. Where W1LB that log book stowed? 
A. This.log book would be in the chart house. 

Q. Was the log book then lost or is it ava1lable? 
A. I would assume that the log book is lost. 

Q. What standard did the quartermasters use in s~tt1ngthe clocks? . 
A. We had tme ticks which would be taken to c~ with tbe chronometers, and then set a stop 

w&tch accordingly, and proceed to their tour of the Ship to ensure that the various clocks were 
proper~ set. 

Q. When they took a t:!JDe tick what did they do? 
A. Sir, I don't understand your question. 

Q. You ,aid the quartermaster would take a tme tick. What does that involve? 
A. This involves tunlljg in to a broadcast which would give a time which they could use to 

caup&.re with the chronometers to and, therefore, have a basis for their tour of the clocks. 

Q. This 1s a broadcast trom what source? 
A. I do not know tte source of the broadcast. 

Q. It is some sort of a standard time signal? 
A. Yes, sir. It 1s; 

Q. Would it be WWV? 
A~ I cannot tell you, sir. 

Q. Do you feel confident that this W1L8 done dai~? 
A. Yes, sir. I do. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions. 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Garrison, you have a privilege to make & f'urther statement on 
any _tter relating to the subject or the investigation that has not yet been placed on record 
and which you think should be recorded. Do you wish to add anything to your testimony? 

Witness: I would Uke to say that I was sorry, of course, to see such .. tragedy occur. But, 
also, the exercise itself was one that I enjoyed being in and. one in which I was c~rta:Lnl¥ sorry 
to see IClDething llke this occur, because I thought the exercise wal going quite well and one 
which was certainly beneficial. to the cohesiveness of the navies involved. 

The witness was warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board rOall. 
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Lieutenant C0Bft8nder George L. McMicha.1 we recall.d .1 • witne.1 by coun •• l for til. board, rem1nded of hi. oath .nd t.stifi.d •• followl: 

!XAIIlNAnON BY CWlISIL FCl\ TIlE BClUD 
Questions by coon.el for the board: 

Q, LCDR McMichael. whon you testified thh ..,rni .... you indicated you would d.velop IIOre definitive information for the board ., to the plac ... nt of life jacket' In relation to Ilnerat quarters Itatlons In the .fter part of the .hip and the number of perlonnel who were berthed and Itltioned in the .fter plrt of the .hip under no .... l .t.amina condition., Have you had the opportunity to prepare the document? 
A. Yes, lir. I have put it In the form of • memorandum from my •• lf to the •• nlor member of the .1oint bOlrd. 

Q. And do you have the doc'-nt with you? 
A. Ye., air. I do. 

Q. And to your knowledge Is the document complete and accurate? A. Yes. air. To the best of my knowledge it il complete and accurate. 
Q. Is It ba.e/on your perlonal knowledge? 
A. Yes •• ir. 

Counsel for the board: We therefore •• k th.t it be m.rked •• Ixb!btt" 84 for tdentification and is tendered to the board for admi.aion into aVid.nee. 

Senior Hember~ Very well. 10 rec.tved. 

: Questions by counae! for the board: 

Q. Since LeDR MCMlchael testified •• to the lubltance of this document this morning we lee nO necessity for reading it at this time. Mr. MCMlchael you will allo recall that this morning you supplied the board with a profile view of the .hip indicating the number of casualties in each Ipace. 
A. Yes. air. 

, 
Q. The board'. exam::.nIUon of this exhibit. which 1. Exh1bity81. iI'ldicates that in only one I berthing .pace were there no aurvi.ors, i. that. correct interpretation of this? A. Yes. 

Q. And that's the Forward Officers Quarters? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Have you had the opportunity to reflect on thi. and do you have any explanation perhaps for this part of the exhihlt? 
A. No explanation. Perhaps a gue •• , in that it i. or was the lowest portton of the ship that was 1n the after portion of the starboard lide which wa •• pparently or I would e.sume flOoded first tn that the ship did settle rather rapidly and lettle by the stern. I don't know but what the .fter portion of that compartment might have been flooded or that they might have .lr.ady been de.d at the time other people were letting out. The other possibility i. they, like I in my .teteroom, were di.orl.nted for •• hort while. I had a littl. longer to go becau •• I wa. higher in the ship'. Itructure. I had an aa.ier route out b.cau.e I could 10 directly, whereas they would have co climb .thwartships. Whare they would normally walk aero •• a deck to travel athwart.hip •• they would have to cl1ab up • bulkhead and either 10 aft through the ••• deck •• which wa. the route that 1DO.t of the people that •• caped frcxra the forward area followed. or to 10 around the barbette of mount 51 and move up throulh chiaf. quartars and out forward the way the chiefs did. In either way they had a long vay. to 80 aDd DO .. , that I could ••• to a •• iet them to c11mb up the .. bulkhe.d. or up the deck. which hod bec_ bulkho.d •. 

Q; Sub'.quont to your t •• t1fying. tho bo.rd hoi received to.till<lnY th.t wuld indic.te there i. hears.y to the .ffect that the door to forward officer. quarter. _y have been blocked. have you heard .uch ~r. or hear •• y? 
A. I heard a .imillr rumor or hear.ay .bortly .ftar I w •• 'rought aboard HELBCllIlNE after the colli.ion. At th.t time I let about trying to find out Ju.t who hod fir.t hond knowl.dle of thi •. I hod been told that the officer. in Forw.rd Officora Country ho4 .... t been a~l. t •• et out ..... ou •• • l.dder had blocked tholr eare... I por.onally VOl .bl. to co.t.ct port of tho 'lHI IIbUi .. poraonnel while on IIELBIlINI!, I hod to .top II)' .fforta thore inord.r to 10 back _r to I'RAIIK E. EVANS. lIut whon wo lot .board DAUAIGE l.ter in that d.y .•• Tho following d.y I direct.d the Weapons Officer to continua the s •• rch for info.-.Uon. Ve fouad two or three people who had ho.rd the ._ ~ that tho door hed be.n blocked. hut ... won unabl. to find .n)'lloly'in Pir.t Division that hod ••• n thh and knew it of thoir own kn_lad •• thot thi. door hod -.. hlocked. Firat Diwil1en por.onnol wore tho only one. who ¥wId hove c_ hy tho door cCllll1ng out of fonr.rd oftic.ri country. Tho chieta dopt forward and the poople in O! wore furthor aft. 

Q. To your knowl.dl. wor •• 11 tho _vt ... Fir.t Divto1011 pononnol int.rvt .... d on this eubJ.ct? 
A. Y ••• air, the,. _re· 
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Q. And I ... li .... then ....... only .u of them ••• at lo .. t the ".U'"""Y ... f ..... the bOllrd would indic.te thotT 
A. Six who ...... ill tho "'rthi", ...... t tho tiM of tho collioion, YO.. That i"cluded tho l •• di", .urwtvi", p.tCy offic.r, pott, officor Crow.on who .t.tod thot he hod he.rd tho rumor but thot he hod .... n ..... bl. to find .IlY .ub.taU.cion. 

Coun.d for the bOllrd: Thot cl.rifi .. the two r_ini", poin .. thot ...... loft from thi. _rni", , air. If tho bo.rd ho. no quolti"". on tho .. pointe, I will proco.d with LCDR MclUchael. 
Senior Member: Pl •••• do. 

EXAHINAnOli BY COUNSEL Fat TIlE BOUD (Cont'd) 
Questions by counlel for the board: 

Q. LeUR HcM1chael. although this 1. your •• cond .ppearance before the board we Will $OW 80 into the more Ilner.1 mattera which normally would be expected the first time, 10 I will start at the beginning_ Would you atate brilfly for the benefit of the board, your n.val IxplrlenceJ / A. I was I Naval Reaerve Officer'l Training Corp I product from the Un1varllty of Souther P California. I r.ceivod a r.gular commi •• ion in 1957. I va. ord.red aboard DSS LENAWEE (APA-195), •• -. gunnery officer In which capacity I lerved for apprOXimately 10 monthe. I w •• then ••• lgned to the Naval Intelligence School Language Division where I undertook a 36 week eourse in the Ru •• ian l.nguag.. Pollawing that I had 18 month. lervic' h.r. in the Phl1ippi .... at Naval Communieations Station, San MIguel, and tAD assignments to the staff. of CARDIV I, Commander Carri.r Divi.ion I, .nd Commander Carri.r Divi.i'n 5 during thot period. I left her. ill 1960 .nd went aboard USS BRADFORD (DD-545), where I .erved a. operations officer. upon decommi •• ionina of BRADFORD to tranefer under the HAP program to Greece. I became firet Executive Officer and then Officer la Charge of the tran.fer team. Upon tran.fer of BRADFORD to the Greek Navy, I was a •• igned to duty a. Officer in Charge of USS ROtt (DE~706), which wa. in the proce •• of baing recommi .. ioned baing brought· .... t of mCh biU. aDel prepared for troll. fer to !!he Republic of Korea Navy. Upon completion of that, which was in 1964 •••• ummer of 1964 - I served 9 montha a. Ole of 706 - I wa. a •• ilnad to USS WEISS (APD-13S) a. Executiv. Offic.r. I .ervod aboard WEISS for 20 months. I wa. detached from WEISS in the .ummer of 1965. no 66, excu.e me, and wal a.eigned to the Postgraduate School for a post graduate curriculum at American Univeritty in Washington D. C., where I received I Master's degree. 

Q. In what area? 
A. In International Relations. 1 was then assigned in the Spring of 1967 to the .taff of the Senior ~ber Hilitary Armdstice Cammieeion in Korea where 1 earvad I. advlnce secretariat and joint duty officer in Korea for a 12 month tour. upon completion of that tour 1 wa. ordered to USS FRANK E. EVANS.a •• Executive Officer and reported in May of la.t year. 
Q. In addition to your duties as Executive Officer are you a •• igned any other principal duties? 
A. Yes. sir, I am also the Navigator. 

Q. Are you allo re.ponsible for the training program on the aMp? A. Yes, air. I am responsible for overseeing the training program. officer but I am re.pon.ible under the commanding officer to en.ure that followed and Is pursued. 

Q. Who i. the training offlcer? 
A. LTJG Hiltz is the training officer. 

We bave a training 
the training program is 

Q. Following the overhaul period l.st y.ar. which thi. board baa heard about from other witn ...... did FRANK E. EVANS go through. period of individual lhip, type Ind int.rtype CrainingT A. Yeo" eir, it did. 

Q. How extensive vaa this period of training? A. We spent a good proportion of our time at I.a and it pratty well covered all a.pects of destroyer operations. It covered ahore bombardment. We gained our qualification. in ahore bombardment, ASW, AAW, and task force operations a. part of an ASW unit or group. 
Q. Did it apacifically include ASW Task Croup acreening and plane guard operetions? A. Yes, air. 

Q. For how lona a period had FRANit E. EVANS be.n doi", thie .ubl.quent to ito ovorhoul, and prior to tho colli.ion on 3 JuneT 
A. More or l •• e eontinuously .ach time we ¥ent to •• a from approximately the and of the holiday l.ave period, which would have been in .arly January. Of cour.e we vere in AUK ASWEX in December where allo we did lome Icreening. But then w.re broken up for a .onth and a half for the leave period. Then from Kid-January to the ti_ of the collilion we had b.en on and off deploy.d in a ASW group and .ngaged in plano guarding. 

Q. -Do you recitl whether any particular preparations wera .. de in FRANK E. IVANS for exertlse SEA SPIRIT ill the way of tr.inlng or indoctrillOtionT A. Yes, .ir. we held varioul briefing. on portlonl of the variou, publications which led to SEA SPIRIT Aa •• ch officer would 10 to participate in a partleular briefing which preceded both ..... and in Manila, preceded SEA SPIRIT, he would come back to the .hip and WI would have an officer tralnina •••• ion referred to II officer. tactical Ichool to cover the materi.l which he had l •• mod from tho briefing. 




