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Q. Up to tha ti_ of 3 June 
SEA SPIRIT to your knowledge! 

A. No. Itr. 

- "- ----
~.!I""~,1 .. A' 

~0"·.'~ 7'~"''7~ 

", 
had PRANK E. BVARS h.d ow" pertieMlor diffieulti •• in e.erie .. 

\ Q. Had the Icreenina and plane guarding procedur •• in ule in the MELBCMtNE group e.u •• d any 

• 

probl.ms for EVANS personnol or the .hip? 
A. No. atr. they w.ra I little different that w. had u.ed before but there were no probl .... 

Q. lIecalUng tha .wnt. of the niaht of 2 .nd 3 Juno. do you recall whather • niaht order 
book had been prepared for that nilht or not? 

A. Yes, air. there had been. 

Q. And who had prepared it? 
A. I had praparad the night order book for the Captain-, approval. 

Q. Let me interrupt JOur t •• timony at thi' point to indicate that should any que.tion I 
•• k you require ct •• sified information In it. answer you ahou1d not answer it at that time but 
.hould advise the board of that f.ct and you will be aiven .n opportunity to .nover it in • 
later clo.ed I •• sion. However 1f you can do 10. you ahould anww.r the que,tion in a glneral. 
uncl.ssified way amplifyina in a later cloled •••• ion. Do you underltand that? 

'A. Yes, air. 

Q. Do you recall any particular inatruct10n that m.y bave been in the night ord.r. 2 and 
3 June? 

A. Nothing'tut Itands out particularly as unuaual other than ••• for .ome .time we had been 
putting in .ome .pacific instructions about how cia.. to come to the edges of Our a •• igned 
acraeening ar.a. t had written in a comment that a Surface Action Group va. out, that we .. re 
to be on the alert for a poesible .imulated lurface attack. Therefor., we vere to have certain 
atations manned which would not uve normally been .. ~ed in a night operation or a night 
.teaming operation. There were the normal preprinted In.truttlonl which'.aid when In doubt 
call me •• peaking of calling the captain, and then of course I bad in ~ Davig_tional difficulties 
were encountered to .nsure that I va. called. 

Q. Did you •• e the night order •• ft.r they wore .igned by tho C.pt.in? 
A. No, air. 1 did not. 

Q. So you don't know whether he added any additional nota or not? 
A. No. \ir. I do not. 

Q. Within the parts prepared by you. did you bave any .pecific instruction. with regard to 
calling the C.ptain in .ny particular event in addition to thOle listed in the atanding night 
orders? l 

A. NO, .ir. prima~ly because the atanding night order. were fairly. I think, inclu.ive 
including the last admonition to, "If in doubt a. to whether or not to can _, call me ,It that 
wa. in the Itanding night order •• 

Q. Wa. it the Captain'. practice normally to .ign the night order. a. you had written them? 
A. I wouldn't .ay normal practice. 81: usually added one or two linea, aomet:llae. more. of 

hi. own, of particular mattar. that were comins up that particularly intere.ted him or that he 
wanted particular action taken. Por example, if we were to be detached and I had indicated the 
detachment, he would lometime. 10 into a little areater detail and indicate with whom and route 
to take. III: very often did add lomethina to the nilht order. al written by M. 

Q. Do you rec.ll whether tha niaht order. for two .nd throe Juno includ.d .ny _nUon of 
EVANS a.lignment al re.cue destroyer or plane guard? 

A. Mo, lir. There wre no _ntion a. I wrote the 1l1.ht order. about plane pard. There va. 
_ntian of being prepared to zig &al at any tiM or to be prepared or to review the rul.. for 
zigzagging and cea.ing of zilzagging. 

Q. Where wore tho •• rul .. to be r.n .... d. in whot public.tion? 
A. They vare in Alli.d T.ctic.l Publlcation 3 or in tha Allied T.ctic.l Public.tion 1. 

Vol ... 1. 

Q. You r.f.rred to two Alli.d Tactic.l Public.tion., 3 .nd 1. W •• it to both of tham or 
jUlt to one? 

A. The particular rule. lovernina the Itarting aDd atopping of alSlaSI are included in 
ATP 3. 

Q. 'of 3(A)' 
A. 3(A) .ir. the current .dition. 

Q. And to your knowlodge _. that tha publication that va. in .... on EVANS? 
A. There were extractl of thia publication 1n u.e a. a part of the operation order uDder 

which we were operatilll. 

Q. Gaing back to the qua.tion of plana auardiDi or relcue de.troyer, do you recall whether 
IVANS had taken relcue de.tro;,.- .tation during the previoul afternoon and e .. nilll' 

A. 10, air, I doa't recall. 

Q. Do you ne.ll whether ....... ,. had b •• n ncaiftd ... iani,.. IVARS thi. dut)'? 
A. I ..... 't raca1l .uch • _ ..... . 

5111 
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Q. Would yeu n .... lly have been notlfled of ouch a ....... ln your capaclty a ••• Yl •• tor 

or Executlva Offlear? 
A. V •• , Ill'. It might DOt have been routed directly to _ on the ....... board. Rowever, 

it would have b .. n delivered to my .tat.room. 

\ 
Q. Would you be called when EVANS WI' ordered to plane aulrd atation or to .. ,ormation One" 

1n preparation for taking plane guard Itation? 

• 
A. No, DOt nee ••• arlly, unt ••• thi' hlid entailed or had come about vtth • chana_ In b ••• 

eOUI'I •• 

Q. As Navigator, va. one of your r •• ponlibl11tt •• the lupervision of the clocks on board? 
A. Ye., Ill', it wa •• 

Q. Did you have any procedure. for checking the accuracy of the clock. periodically? 
A. Y.s. Ill'. One of the duCl •• of the quartermaster. or a quartermaster, WI •••• igned as 

duty on a rotating basis to take • small record book • .mall S by 8 I believe. record book which! 
listed all of the clocks on board the ship and this man was required to go around on a daily 
ba.is winding and setting all the clocks. 

Q. Do you recall whether permanent recorda of that were kept. 
A. They..re kept in this record book, they were indicationa as to whether or not the clock 

had to be •• t. 

Q. And do you know whether the record w.a pres.rved? 
A. Hot to my knowledge, .ir. It wa. located in the .ame box that the chronometera were 

loeaced In, what wa, in the chart bouae which was in the forward port1~n of t~ ahip. 

Q. Dld you periodically check the book! 
A. No, iiI'. 

Q. Dld you find that the quartemaltarl had regul.rly performed their duty? 
A. Yes, .ir, except .omebody had inadvertenly left my c,t.ock off. 

Q. Dld you Itralghten thet out? 
A. Yes, sir, it was a new clock. 

Q. Was the forward engine room clock 6n the list? 
A. Yes, lir. 

Q. How about the after engine room? 
A. I can I t remember at the moment what clocks were on then because there were many clocka 

throughout the ship, but to the best of my knowledge all .hip control stations clocks were listed. 

Q. Do you recall the time of day sueh checks were normally made? 
A. They were normally carried out in the forenoon. 

Q. Do you recall whether any particular clocks had any groas errors in them? 
A. No, air, we had only had one and It had been the quarterdeck clock and it was retired from 

use and we were in the process of ordering a new one. 

nlgh~'or;~!~ back to the nlght orders, whet wa. the genera~ :~ frame .olD you ulually ¥rOt. tho 

A. U.ually I would Itart the wrlting of the nlght orders with the b.,lc compolltlon of the 
task group, etc., at approximately 1900, just prior to 8~00 reports. After taking 8:00 report., 
I would get the list of "down" equipment" and we would talk Over any proposed .chedule requirements 
during the night such as preparations for repleni,hmenta or detachments etc., and after di.cUBSing 
the.e with the department heads or their departmental rapre.entatives at 8:00 reports, they would 
be reflected in the night order.. The night orders vere normally signed re.dy for the Captain' • 
• lgnature by approxlmately 2000. 2030. 

Q. Do you recall what time you wrote them on the night of 2 .rune? 
A. Only within a wide time frame, it was between 20 and 2100 when they were finished for 

the Captain'l signature. 

Q. Do you recall what the formation courle lilted in the night ord .. rl .. s? 
A. No, IiI'. I do not. 

Q. Do you recall what zigzag plan was mentioned, if any? 
A. 10. Ill', I do not. 

Q. And do you rec.ll whethar the lDentlon of revlevlng the zigzag J'itla ... ntloned • speclfic 
publication? 

A. NO J .ir, it dld not. 

Q. 'Doel that mean you do not recollect or it did not? 
A. It did not lndicate what publication va. to be referred to. 

Cou.nael for the board: Sir, I'll about to .ove off into another broad area but noting the time 
I wonder if we could d.l.y that untll toaorwov? 

Senior Member: Very WIll. " will adjourn for today and re.u. at the usual time tomorrow. 

The witDe'. va. duly warned conceml", bi. testimony and vtthdrew from the board room. 

Tho bo.rd adjournod at 1730 hour., 26 Juno 1969. 



( 
... SEVENlEElttH DAY .. 

The board reconvened in executive le8.10n at 0830 hOurI, 27 June 1969. 

During this ex.cutive •••• ion the board r.viewed and approved the prior doy'. tran.cript and 
planned future proc •• dings of the board. 

The .x.cutive •••• ion adjourned at 0900 hour., 27 JUDe 1969. 

The board open.d at 0920 hours. 27 June 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who Yere present when the board adjourned, 'Were again 
present. Counsel for the board atated that there were no prospective witnesses present in the 
board room. 

Lieutenant CCIIIIW'lder George L. McMichael, U.S. Navy, was recalJ.ed as a witness by counael for 
the board, reminded of bis previous oath and was examined as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel ~r the bOard: 

Q. In your test1lllony ye.terdoy. you indicated that you were the Navigator of the FRANK E. 
EVANS and that certain of the navigational recorda were lost in the collision. 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. SUbs.qu.nt to the 10.s of the bow section of FRANK E. £VAlIS, h .. it been po •• ib1. til 
reconstruct the Spe.d-R.vo1ution. Tabl.? 

A. Yes, sir. It haa. 

Q. Do you have a copy or such reconstruction? 
A. I do 80. ~ 

.Q. In your op1n10'1 1. that an accurate representation of the Speed-Revolution Table which 
was used at the time of the coW.sion? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: At this time, I ask that it be marked Exhibit 85 for id.ntification 
and will tender it to the board for admission into evidence • 

• EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. What was the basis fOr the reconstruction? 
A. The basis of the reconstruction is the memories of the Officers of the Deck who are still 

with us here in Subic. 

Senior Member: Very well, so admitted. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Lieutenant COIIIIII8nder McMichael, we also dev.loped in yest.rday'. t •• timony that you bad 
prepar.d the Captain's Night Ord.r Book - Night Orders - betwe.n the hours of 7 and 9, and they 
had been delivered to the Captain for .ignature. At approximat.ly wbat time did you r.tu. tor 
the night? 

A. 1 r.tir.d .hortly before midnight the fir.t time, after ch.cking over traffic. Th.n about 
1:15 or 1:20 I vas called by the quartermast.r, who vas having .ame difficulty in obtaining a 
LORAN position. So I got up again at that time and went up and worked the LORAN position and 
returned to 'lIJ:f stateroom at approximately a quarter of two. 

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the formation at either the time you first 
retired, or at the time you returned to bed aft.r g.tting a LORAN fix? 

A. No, sir. I do not. 

Q. Where 1s your stateroom? 
A. "IY state roan is located just forward of the wardroan on the port side - main d.ck l.v.l. 

Q. Is th.r. anyone elBa berth.d in that .&me vicinity? 
A. Yes, sir. There 1s another officer's stateroom directly across the centerline passageway 

from mine. However, we were a little OYer complement on Chief Petty Officers, so we had put two 
Chief Petty Officers in the stateroom directly across tram mine. 

Q. What were their names? 
A. Master Chief Machinist's Mate Wright and Senior Chief Gunner's Mate Reilly. 

Q. After retiring tor the second time, what il your next recollection? 
A. Joty next recollection 1s being thrown from my bunk mid a loud crashing sound, and finding 

~.elf lying on the deck. 

Q. And at that time, what did you think bad happen.d? 
A. I was sure that a collision had occurred. I don't know why, but I knew that we had col.l1ded. 

I didn't realize the extent of the damage or the aeriouaneas of it at that time, however. 

~r~'::~ <.~ ::~i:~~~';l 
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Q. What..... the cOZldl tl0D of 7"Ill' .tateroca at that tiller A. Well, I re~ didn't mow. M I hIY, I bad been throom out of ~ bllDk and vu ~ on the deck, or 10 I thausht. I .toad up and reached for 1Ibere ~ bunk ~t .hould hav. been and dldn't t:1nd ~h1na. :rhere ..... total darkne... J: tban took a .tap forward Vbere ..,. delk .hould have been, pardon 110, a .tep aft - t:ww.rd in the direction I vu facins - and rather tban being on the deck I .tepped into a hole. At that paint, I .till didn't mow vbat the hol.e vu. I .tapped back, bracins ..,. •• 11', and then felt &rW.D4 With II\Y foot to t1'7 to determ1ne vbat bad M,ppened. I .till.felt that ". po .. ib~ bad .truck a glancins blow with ..... body and that po .. i~ that portion of the deck boule bad heen ba4l,y doforllOd. But I didn't reall •• , u I.q, how .orlou. it vu. I looked up and "11' a ft17 f'aint rins of' ~t, and recollll1zed thi. to be light l. .. k around the porthole cover in ~ .tateroca. 'l'hat .... alJIIOlt d1rect~ over ..,. head. It .hould have been on a vertical bulkhead on the port .ide. So at thi. pMnt I 11'&' pretty ".ll oriented u to Vbere the .hip ...... I lIDuld •• t1llat. that it .... beel.1ng over ..... 60 to 70 'degre ... 
Q. You indicated that it..... &l.Iaolt totall¥ darkf A. r." .1r. 
Q. II there o.a;r 1notall.ed emersency illWl1Dation in that areaf A. 1o, .1r. 
Q. Did 70u have a f'lubllght Or ~h1ns o1oe to uai.t youf A. I bad a f'lubllght and I know Vbere it..... I don't think that it bad leoped into ~ head re~ how f'ar over we bad rolled, bec"""e I did reach t'l:>r ..,. de.k and it vu VIlere I - thought it .hould be. I pulled open the drawer and the lhip va. heel.ed over lof'ar -that the content. of the drawer fell out and down through ·the opening in the bulkhead, Vb1ch va. under lIlY feet at thi. t1lDe. So I vu not able to rotrievo a f'lubllght. I otarted to feel around t'l:>r a .econd ~t that I mew ..... ln another cabin.t and at that point I heard vater coming in below lie, and declded that I had better t1'7 and t:1nd lIlY Y&yout without a f'lubllght. .' 
Q. Could you tell Vbere the ... t.r ..... coming 1'raIIIf 
A. lIo, .ir. The reco1l.ectlon i. that the lOund of ... tor VU below 110. It could have be.n eUher ... ter coming in through the jolner door at the end of the pusag.Y&y, or it could have be.n sp1lJ.1ng over the cooming fl'OIII the WardrOaIIlinto the passagey&y. But I don't mow for a fact. 

Q. By "below," you would that have been on the .tarboard .id. of the ah1p? A. It ,,":>ul.d have been midlhipl". Not midshipa, c.nterl1ne, The pusagey&y is cenl;w:uz,o, and the sound VU cam1ng t:ram the vicinity or thi. l&8.ageY&y. 

Q. Could you feel any .... t.r at that t1lDe? 
A. I d1dn't notic:e any as I lowered myself into the passageway. However, as Boon as I made lIlY Y&y through the opening to the Wardroan itself', the _t.r was up at or near the colming level of that opening. It vas necessary to sw:lm acro.s the wardroan to get out. 

Q. Did you lee either of the two Chief Petty Officer. at this time? A. lID, lir. I didn't lee them at that t1lDe. :It: I mqback up for a ...-nt. 

Q. Ye •• 
A. _ntar~, after I found IIIYse11' on the deck and vas trying to orient 1IIY8el1', I heard Chief Wright cellini to R.1.ll.y 8q1ng, "Are 70u all right, RelJ..l¥1" I heard a mumbled r.* from Re1~ and then I didn't hear ~h1ng more. I wu looldJlg t'l:>r lIlY flashlight. The next aouod that I heard, after the ... ter coming ln, was a .Ound of volces - Rel~ and Wright - .omeWh.re aft of Vbere I vas. Thi. would be in the Wardl'OCllll aret,. A;ppar.nt~, they had just iliad. it to the aft.r port door le8dins out of the WardrOaIIl. I called out, "Is &IIYbod7 out there?· and Chief Wright replied, "'l'h1. Y&y, CCl!llll&Dder." I followed hi. voice. Th.y had gotten the door open and at this point, the _ter wu high enough that you could not exit the lhip on the main deck level. The eui.lt point of' egre ...... through an opening to the ,econd deck (lic), the normal openins with the ladder leadins up to it. Both chief. exited d1rect~ ahead of "'" and I followed them out this opening. 

Q. Bet'l:>re .... get to that point, JOU .tepped, I believe, or'.lDwred 7"Ill',elt: through the door of your l'OCIIIl into the midship' pu.ageY&y l.eadins into the WardrOaIIl7 A. It would have been the .tarboard joiner lrullI:be8d of that pu'ageyq. 
Q. Then how did you proceed frail there into the WardrOaIIl. Did you sw:Im or did JOU valkf A. I wu walldJlg in a aem1-crouch frail there. It .... a half'-crouoh, half'-crawl position, through.;into the Wardl'OCllll. 

Q. Is there a door bet_n that puaageY&y and the Ward1'OCll17 
A. 50, 11r. There 11 DOt. 

Q. WU there an;y illUE1nation, either in that pa .. ageY&y, or in the WardrocIIlf A. Bo, .ir. Th_ ..... not, except What J.1&ht vu cao1ng through;the open after port door. 
Q. Is there o.a;r _rseney lUum1n"t1on in .ither of' tho •• tllD apace.f A. 10, .1r. 
Q. 1'here are DO a~t1c~ actuated battl.e lantornaf A. Be,.ir. In the 1fardroan i t.e11', there are -.ut. for t'l:>ur battle lanternl, Vb1ch are Uled Vben the WardrocIIl 10 in ..... u an _rpn"" droll1.aB .tatlon. There are aloo" •• 
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Q.. You .. an ucnelly operated! 

A. Ye ••• ir. Tiley are. '!'her. are wo r.lq operated lanterJUI in tile Forward Fan ROCIII 
vIl1ch 11 just torward of thi. p .... og.~. IIDvever. tllere ware 110 relq operat.d battle lantern. 
in the p .... oge~ itself. 

'I. I. tllere a door betweentbat Pl.Bs~ &lid tile forward apace that ;you just ... ntion.d? 
A. Yel, .ir, • ~o1ner door, 

'I. When you reached tile WardrOClll. vIl1ch door did you llead tor? 
A. I lleaded tor the - wIlat norm&l.ly would have been tile port arter door leading out of tile 

Ward,..,.., '!'here i. one at tile port lid. &lid .tarboard lid. art. I went out tile one on tile port 
.1de. 

Q. WIlen doe. it lead to, 
A. It lead. into a PI.B.og.~ which 11 a valtibale at tile top of tile ladd.r cOlllinS up tram 

tile •• rv1ns line of tile ..... decks. It joil1l with the pa .. oge~. lengthwi •• p .... og.~. vIl1ch 
rUM down tile port lido of tile .hip. 

'I. Did you .ee any otller paraoonel at that point, 
A. No. air. I did not. At that point tile water W&I up to tile level... AI I .ay. in tile 

Wardroom where I ...... tram tile one opening in tile Wardroan to tile door in tile arter port corner. 
I believe that at thi. point tile ..... decks ware probably tlooded. 

'I. Could;you tell whetller tile hatch leading down to tile ..... line. W&I open or clo.ed? 
A. No, air. I didn't notice. 

'I. Am then when ;you reached that port arter door of' tile Wardroan. W&I it open or closed? 
A. It 1IIL8 open, sir. 

'I. Would;you state what you did tram that point oilward?· 
A. Fram there. as I .ay. the two chiefs had preceded.... I followed tile ..... l'Oute that 

tlley had, which _s up thrOUSh this deck opening. You could not use the ladder vIl1ch lead. up 
to tile OJ. deck because, of cour.e, it -. l)'1ns over at a 90 degree angle by thi. time or close 
to it. So it was more halt floating and halt pul.l.1ng up through this opening to the passogeway 
out.ide the chart house which is on the 01 deck, just f'orward of radio. At this point, tile door 
leading out to the we .. ther d.ck -. open. Both chief'. had climbed out &lid I cl1mbed out. We 
.tODd on the .ide of the ship in the vicinity of' tile port hedgehog mounts. 

Q. 
A. 

• • 

Could you .ee the two chief. c11mb out or did you find them there o.tter ;you got tllere? 
I tound them there after I got out. 

Q. Were there any add1tiono.l personnel there at tho.t t1me? 
A. No, air. 'rhere were not. 

Q. Who.t WI.B the next action you took? 
A. I turned trying to get 1IIY bearings, and turned around to survey where we were and what 

had happened. The first thing that caught J11:f eye &lid I think - well, it captured J11:f attention 
&lid I couldn't look .. ~ for a matter of' .evero.l .econd. - was the sight of' the II&8t lying flat 
in the _ter. At this point the ship WI.B in .. 90 degree roll &lid WI.B l)'1ns perfectly flat in the 
vater. The mast appeared to be intact and I jut looked at it and 8&1d, "Oh, 7113 God." 

Q. How .. bout tile port yardarm? 
A. I don't remember seeing it. I hadn't tbought of' it until you just mentioned it. But I 

am quite sure that it the port yard..,.,. had been tllere I would have .een it. I don't remember 
leeing the port yardant.. I remember .eeing the tripod - the tllO legs of the tripod II&8t. 

Q. Were both legs out of' the water? 
A. Tney were l)'1ns in the water. This ship had, ... I said, rolled over to about 90 degree. 

""d WI.B strongly, or markedly, .tem down tr:lm. It WI.B 10 markedly stern down th .. t I telt quite 
sure that the remainder of the .hip wu still attached. I didn' t r.o.l1ze at thi s t1me that the 
.hip had been cut in two. 

Q. Could you lee anything of the forward .tack' 
A. I don't _ber seeing it. sir. 

'I. Did you lee anything of tile bridge Itructure? 
A. Again, I don't rOlllll!ll1her leeing the bridp structure at all. My attention was riveted 

firlt, u I IIQ", on tile IIaIt itoelf - jUit the shock of leeing it l)'1ns in that position. Then 
I turned around &lid looked up o.nd lown the hull to lee it there -. IID)'body olee out on the hull 
.. we were. I did not PI)' lID)' attention to tbo bridge Itructtre or CIC otructure or lID)' of the 
deck house o.re .. above.... The area that I WI.I in, the ~diate area, wu apparently untouched. 

Q. How about the port wing. or tile hridge itself, did you PI)' any attention 1;0 that? 
A. Io, sir. I did DOt. 

'I. Am when ;you looked up &lid aown to .ee it you could see any perlonnel, did you lee any? 
A. No, lir. I did not. 

Q. Who.t WI.I the lhip doing at thil time' 
A. '!'he lhip .... llowly .apsizing. 1: think it WI.B co,paiz1ng more ll.Dwly than I thought 

bocause it WI.I aleo lettl.1ng lI:Y tile .tern. My viauo.l reference point WI.I the IIaIt, &lid tile legs 
of tile -.at _re ..,ing WIlIer _ter at o.n increlling rate. Thin!r1ng back on it, I think this WI.B 

not IOlely tile .~Ifz1ng ... I had fir.t tbo\llht, but I think it WI.I tile c..w1nation of .apli.ing 
&lid 11nk1ng by tile .tem. 



\ 

-~---.-~---'- -,----~~ --. 

c 
Q. Did you ob.erve tile vater aroUlld tile IhipT 
A. rei, lir. 

Q. Wu it d1aturbed &Ild wu tllere IlUc.Ia debri. in it? 
A. 1I0,.ir. It wu ver,y euy to eee, tllere wu retJ.ected lIIOOnl1sht on tile vater. I didn't 

lee any cona1derable _t ot debr1a. WIlen I1ItInt into tile vater, in tact, I wu looldng tor 
...... debri. to IIold onto and there wun't any in 1II:f nc1n1ty. 

Q. Did you ob.erve tile MELBOUME' at thb t:lmoT 
A. lIot at thi. t1_. I didn't observe MELBOURNE untU I had entered the vater &Ild ...... 

clear ot tile .hip. 

Q. - did 70U enter tile vater? 
A. I dove in, but it wu d1Y1ng tram no IIIOre thac a couple ot teet above the vater. It vao 

no long dive into tile vater. The vater l.evel at thil t:lmo had ri.on to within, ""ll, 1II:f 1IIeIIIOr,y 
1.n't too SOC><! for tile period, but I would ley not IIIOre thac five teot tram the Ildn ot the Ihip 
vIl8re I vao atanding. . 

Q. Going back to ~ 1n1tial exit tram ycmr .tatoroam, wu thero any partiCular rouon that 
you cllo.e to SO through the Wardroam ratller thac soing torward through the tan roam' 

A. 1I0,.ir, other thac it WU pl'Obab~ an autamatic reaction, in that that wu the no1'lllJ. 
route that I followed whon I lett 1II:f .tatoroam to SO top.ide or anywhere ello. Secondar~, I 
hoard voice" in that direction wh1ch tended to pull lie in that direction. I am glad I didn't 
SO the other vo,y because tile... It I had gone torward the ~ opening that I could have sotten 
out 01' would have been the port "ide door leading out okrto the ma1n deck tram the tan roam. To 
set there I would have had to c11mb. phys1c~ attempt to climb. up a vertical deck tram the 
starboard aide 01' the lhip up to the port .ide &Ild puoh open a heavy. vatertight door. 

Q. When 70U 1II!!re exiting through the Wardroam at ~hat time did you have any specific 
destination in II1nd?' , 

A. 110. lir. At that time, 1II:f purpose vas getting out to ","""where where I could deterlldne 
vIl8t destination I wanted to get. At that point I """. let us 'ey, concerned tor 1II:f Ufe. 

Q. You have described how you dove tram the ship. Wbat occurred atter that? 
A. I lurfaced ~diate~ and, as I sey, I tllought the atter half of the ship was still 

attaclled. I have always heard of the things that happen when cold water hits boilers in sinldng 
lhips. so I ha:! naions of this happening. So I rolled over on 1II:f back and started back-stroldng 
avo,y and in d?ing thi. it gave lie an opportunity to watch the ship as it continued to roll over 
into a fully inverted poSition - fully capsized. The bow raised up out of the water to s'"""thing 
Uke 50 to 60 degree. elevation and I could aeo. ver,y cle..r~, the sonar dome and hull numbers. 
I had an impression I saw the forward portion of lIIOunt 51. the forward 5 inch lIIOunt. but it was 
hard to tell because I was looking at a very oblique angle with the gun JDOuct on the far side. 
I continued owimming avo,y as the Ship aank. I looked at 711Y watch as the bow went under and saw 
two things. One, that it indicated 17 or 18 minutes atter the lIour and, two, that I had broken 
the cr,ystal and there was water entering the watch itself. I can't attest to the accuracy of the 
time keeping but I think that it was in that ncin1ty of about 18 minutes atter when it went down. 

Q. Did your watch continue to run atter that tille? 
A. For about another ten minutes &Ild then it .topped. 

Q. Did 70U aee any other peraonnel on the bow eection of the Ship at any time other than 
Chief Wright and Chief Rei~ 

A. 110, .ir. I did not. 

Q. _ far do you estimate you had gotten tram the Ship before it sank: 
A. At that point I wasn't thinldng too well ot estimating distances, and tr,y1ng to think hack 

I can o~ sey that it was something in excess ot 20 yards and something le .. than 60 or 70 yards. 
I was tar enough avo,y that I did not feel any ,uct1on or any feellng that I """ being pulled down 
with the ahip. 

Q. Did you teel any .urge ot the _ter at all? 
A. I could teel a swirllng current of warm _ter. I don't know it that II1ght have been 

water tram the .teslll.1.ng boiler or heat tram the engineering plInt, but there """ a... I could 
fee1 a curren t of' warm. water. 

Q. 1Ihere were Chiet Re~ and Chief Wright at tlds time? 
A. Well, to go back ogain tor a lIdnute. We 1ItIre standing on the aide and as the Ship was 

aettling by the .tern and rolling over, I looked forward and saw nobody. I said to nobody in 
particular, ''We better pt oft, she's soing." I turned around and Chiet Reilly and Chief Wright 
were gone and I went. At this point, I tllought we were the last tbree people to leave tbe ship, 
but I don't know tblo to be a tact. 

Q. Did any 01' the three ot you have Ute jackets? 
A. 110, air. Let lie retract that. I did not, but I did not mt1ce either Chiet Re~ or 

Chiet Wright hr;v1ng one. I'", quite lure that they lett tile lhip without Ute jacket •• 

Q. Atter the bow .ection ot the ahip 1II!!Dt down, vIl8t did 70U do at that t:lmo? 
A. Well, as the bow .ection vao soing down, it ,... the fir.t time that I noticed MELBClURIIE. 

I """ on the opposite .ide ot the bow section rra.. MELBOllRllE. I looked acro •• the bow. It I 
looked d1rect~ at the bow as it ,... I"ing down, it looked l.1ke about 15 to 20 degrees to tho 

right 01' that, I could see MELBIXIIUIE. The distance to MELBOUME - ogain I .. not used to estimating 
distanco. tram the _ter level under tho .. c1rcUlllltancel - but I ..ould ha .... guessed at sClllething 
&!>out 500 yardl - 500 to 700 yards tram vIl8re I ,.... 
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Q. Did)'OU I •• the It un •• ction of nwo: J:. IVAl'IS? 
A. 110, dr. I didn't. Look1n4! at MELBOURlIE I did 1I0t look clolel,y, becalll. I had no interelt at that point in what direction Ihe vu point1ns. So I could not IIQ' 1III1ch direction the VU point1ns. So I could DOt IIQ' 1III1ch direction her bow VU poil1ting, except that .he VU broadlide, roughl¥ broadl1de to lie. 

Q. Do)'OU know 1III1ch lide )'OU ""re lee1ng1 
A. 10, liz. 

Q. Could you lee ally lightl 011 1IELBOU1UII:? 
A. Yel, air. I could lee a br1shtJ,y 11lhted rusht deck area. That 10 how I recognised it ... the MELBOURRE. But ... to ally diltinguilhable l1shtl. No, lir. I did not lee. Olle th1ng, 011 the question wIlether I had "'If 11fe ,jacket or lIot, I had a 11fe ,jacket, in tact I had two. I had an inflatable tbr gene~al quarter. and I had a kapok. But in the disorientation and the twilt1ns of "'If roClll, I decided that it was better to go without one. I ... a pretty good lwimer, and I would rather go out without the 11fe ,jacket than spend the time try1ng to determine wIlere it vu. 
Q. Did you observe ally boats in the .... ter at this t1me? 
A. lIot at thil t:lJoe, &I the bow ""nt down. But very, very lhortJ,y thereatter, ,just a matter of a few lII1.nutel - lince "'If .... tch vun't work1n4! I couldn't siva a det1n1tive time tr_ - I did lee at least two he11copters in the air. ~ey had brisht 11ghts in the tbrward portion. They .... re WeIBex he11copters and they had brisht lights and were apparentJ,y tl,y1ng around and pin pointing people in the .... ter with their lights. And shortJ,y thereatter I law what appeared to be a boat. I believe it VU fram MELBOURNE. It vu DOt a Navy type motor vbal.eboat. It was one Of MELBOURNE's boats, I believe, 1III1ch was go1ns around wIlere ·the Wessex vu pointing and was apparentJ,y pick1ng up peopla. 

Q. Go1ns back a ltep, do you have ally estimate of how long it ..... between the time between the collision and the sinking of' the bow section? ' . 
A. II.Y best estimate would be sometb1ng in the vicini ti of three minutes. 
Q. How long did you remain in the water? 
A. Again, "'If ,judgment of time at thet period was somewhat distorted, but I would say probabJ,y not more than 10 or 12 minutes. 

Q. Did anything occur of significance while you remained in the water? A. Well, noth1ng really significant. I saw the helicopters point1ns out people. They were apparentJ,y toncentrating on the area furthest tram the ship. They were getting people that were a long way away and I could see the boat going tram point. to point. At One point I thought the boat was coming OVer to pick me up. I waved, but it went on to pick somebody else up. I wasn't partiCularly worried at this time because the water was warm, and there was no problem in sw1l!:ming. I saw a couple of other bobbing heads off to, well, as I faced MELBOURNE they were off to rrs,y le:rt about 50 or 75 yards. I called to them to swim over to me a8 I started to avim over toward MELBOURNE. I thought that we could join up, but about that time a MELB01JRNE boat picked those two up and moved on out further to pick up acme more people. I decided that I might as well be doing something, so I started sw1DDing toward MELBOURNE. As I was swblD1ng toward MELBOmmE, I heard a sound behind me of a helicopter and the bright ligbt of tbe helo. I turned around and saw a helicopter above me. He was lowering a sling and I got into the sling and was pulled out of the water. 

Q. Did you have any debris or anything else to hang onto at any time? A. Mcaentarily. There was a can of lube oil, a small 5 gallon type can of lube oil, part1al.ly" empty, floating by. I took hold of it, and it was just neutral buoyaccy. It was enough to bOld it above --tater until I took hold of it and then it went under. I tried to 11ft it enougb to get some water out of the hole in the top of the can and all that did was push me down under. So I abandoned the can and vent on sw1D:m1ng. 

Q.. Was there any oil in the water? 
A. There was aaDe 011 but it was lubricating oU. I did not ndltice any :fuel 011, only lubricating oil. I base this both on the smell... I couldn't see, of course, wbether there was a blsck film or anytb1ng, but it didn't ..... ll like fuel oil, and when I got on board MELB01JRNE aDd. could lee IIG"sel:f in a lighted rOom I didn't have any fuel oil atains. 

Q. Did you have ally lube oil on? 
A. I had a little bit on "'If .. hirt. Yes, air. 

Q. How were you dressed during this entire period? 
A. IV short. and shUt - T-shirt. 

Q. When you were picked up by the helicopter where were you taken? A. I was taken directly to the rusht deck of MELBOlJ!RE where I was deposited. I almost bad to fight off MELBOlJ!NE's fir.t aid people. There were two litters there to pick III! up and both were trying to tell me to lie dcnm in the Utter and I aaid, "I'm all. right." Of course, with the Wessex still turned up and the rotors going, you couldn't hear anytb1ng, and they kept pointing down and I kept pointing across the rught deck. Finally, I stepped around them and headed off towards the island structure where a rating picked IDe up and led me into the island structure. I lett the two people with their litterl back there discussing it. 

Q. Were you injured in any way? 
A. I had a couple of minor Icratches but nitth1ns that required ally llledical attention. 
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Q. lIhUe you ""re in the vater did you hear &Qy cr1el or converut1on ot &Qy lart? A. Yeo, .1r. I have to go wl3 back tor a mnute. Aa the bow aecUon .... going under, I could hear a voice c&ll.1ng. It wu unintelligible aDd it wu cloaer to a Icre'" thaD it wu to just c&ll.1ng tor belp. It vaa a b1gb-p1tcbed call, aDd tb1a lound ended When tbe bow went Under. I don't know it it vaa IClllebodT who .... trapped in a portion at the Itrueture, or it it val lomebDdy in the v1cin1ty at the bow aecUon when it went under or WIle" it ""nt dOW. 

Q. Could you lee aDJODe in the :lDaed1ate v1c1D1ty at the bow laction? A. Bo, 11r. I did not. 

Q. Atter you ftnt on board MELBOURllE wIIere ""re you taken' A. I wu first taken down to lick bfI3. riley wanted to cheek over anything that I did not know that I had wrong wi tb lie. Then I requelted that I be taken to the bridge. I .... taken to the bridge ¥bere I reported II\Y preaence to the Captw. 

Q. Did you lee tbe Cca>anding Ott1cer at l"RANIt E. EVANS at &Qy tille, A. Bo, 11r. At tb1l,point I was, ",,11, convinced that Captain IIcLemore va. dead. I asaumed tb1s because, number one, I hadn't aeen!Wo. Number two, b1a lea oabin .... on the lide at the ab1p wII1ch waa under water at the tille I got up to the JIIa1n deck. I ,just a .. lIB! 'that he .... dead. I reported II\Y preaence to tbe CO ot MELBOURlIE, tb1nking that I .... aenior aurv1v1Dg officer. 
Q. Was there &Qy conversation between you two? 
A. Only II\Y reporting II\Y prea.nce tbere aDd !Wo 'fI31Dg, '"Why don't 7Du go down and lee wllat 7Du can do tor )"OUr .n," or word. to that effect. 

Q. What did you do then in reaponle to that s_.t1on? A. I went below. I had already met up witb the HOap1tal Corplllll&D. By chaDce tbe HOlp1tal Corpsman aboard MELBOURNE, on exchange tran USB KEARSARGE, had. prev10usly aerved ab~d !RANK E. EVANS. So I had asked !Wo to try to develop a muster ot people as they c .... on board and were processed through the sick ~. 

Senior Member: The board will rece ... 

The board recelled at 1012 bours, 27 June 1969. 

, 



\ 

5f 

( 

The board reconvened at 1022 hours, 27 JUDe 1969. 

All perlons connected with the board who were present when the board reces.ed were agaln 
pre !lent. 

LenR George L. MeMichael, U. S. Navy, vas recalled a. a witne.s by caun •• ! for the board, 
was reminded that he was atlll under oath, and te.tified as followa: 

EXAIIINA1'ION BY CaJNsEL Fat TIlE BOIJlD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. I would like to retrace your Iteps here one minute, back to the time you exited the 
W~rdroom and went out through to the 01 level. 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. Would you state again the realon that you went to the 01 level rather than going out 
the door on the main deck? 

A. Well, the main reason that I went to the 01 level is because t could see light in that 
direction and I could hear the voices of the two chiefs who were going out that way ahead of me. 
Ther~ is a door on the main deck but I don't even remember a.aing it as I went by. So!t mu.t 
have been closed or otherwise I would have seen an open patch of light and I would have headed 
for that I believe. Again, I think it was the {Dstinct of survival, I think. I aaw the light 
and 1 heRded for the light. 

Q. How did you get up to that next level! Up the bulkhead! 
A. Yes, sir. I walked across the bulkhead and then, as best I can remember, stood on the 

handrail of the ladder which led up to the 01 deck. A •• l got up to the 01 deck .till.inside the 
.t~lcture of the .hip on the bulkhead next to the chart house door, I don't know if it vas 
Chief Wright or Chief Reilly. put a hind down and helped me to the .kin of the .hip. 

Q. And when we r,ces8ed, we were at the point where you had aeen the Captain on MELBaJRNE 
&nd were proceeding to take care of the erew. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The board has heard quite • bit of evidence on the treatment on board MELBOURNE, but 
would like to aear from you briefly aa to the measure. taken for obtaining a muster. determining 
survivors and auch things as that. , 

A. The first step that I menlOned, was that we ware trying to get a muster, a. people were 
brou3ht through sick bay. Initially I gueas, the bulk of the people ~e being brought to sick 
bay, the ones that were brought back from the water. But then I discovered ••• SUll at this 
point, I thought the after half of the ship had gone down. So I didn't realize there were any 
other people other than those who were in the water. About this time, I WIS told that some more 
of the crew were down in one of the messes of MELBOORNE. I don't know which one it was. And I 
was escorted down there vhere I found Hr. Dunne and aome of the other officers present. And that 
\-'as the first time that I found out that the stern was afloat and that they were taken off the 
atern. My First Class Personnelman was in this group of people and I asked the officers who were 
there, I don't remember who .11 vas there, but there wa. a group of 4 or 5 officers, to coordinate 
with Cook, who vas my personnelman. and attempt to set a complete muster. This vas quite 
difficult because the crew had pretty well dispersed out amongst the varioua meaaes, berthing 
areas, sick bay, and 10 forth on board MELBOURNE. About this time MELBOURNE's personnel, I don't 
know who inatigated it, but aomebody started distributing notification fo~ for next of kin. 
These were filled out and the first count that w. lot of survivors vhich indicated a. I remember 
216, wa. based .trictly on the count of pieces of paper that vere turned in. They' were not typed 
up in any .ort of a muster list. When these v.re put on. 8ingle Ii at it was fONDcrthat there 
were certain duplications and some people had been counted more than once. 

Q. Do you recall the apprOXimate ttme that this firat count of 216 va. arrived at? 
A. No, .ir. I don't. Aa I say, my watch had .topped and throughout the day I had al.ost 

a total nonawarene.s of the pas.age of time. It would have been, though, prior to the time I 
got aboard - prior to the time I left MELBCXlRNE and went aboard EVERTT F. I.\RSON. I beUeve 
I did get to I.\RSON about 9 o'clock in the morning. 

Q. Going back to your wetch again. Prior to the time the cryatal was broken and it stopped 
running, had it kept accurate time? 

A. Yes, sir, it had. 

Q. 
A. 

set by 

And wheri wa. the last time you recall .etting it? 
I set it the evening before, ju.t before I w.nt to bed, 

the clock in Radio. 
just prior to midnight. It was 

Q. And ia that clock kept •• t accurately? 
A. Yel, lir. Aa I mentioaad Y.lterday, all the clocks are re.et by the qu.rtermalter. But 

of course he got his time tick to check hil chronometer frOll. ladio. Radio re.et their clocks 
whenever we got a tlmo tick or any other time that they f.lt llke g.tting a time chock. 
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Q. After you were on board MELBOORNE, dld you uke any ouboequent .alv .... efforto .1 to the .tern .eetlon of EVANS? 
A. y .. , dr. After the C_ndlng Offlen, Capta1n lI<:t-Gre, e .... aboard MELBOVlNE, 1 aeeompanled hlm to the brldge where he reported h1. pr •• enee to the Coptaln of tbe MELBOURNE. He lndlceted et that tlmo that he wanted to return to tho .tem .eetlon at tho earllelt prectleal mom.at. Commander Steven., the Executive Officer, •• id he would attempt to m.ke a boat avail.bl. as early al pOlllble. About thl1 porlod ln tlmo tho Ch1af Englneer, ·our Chlef Inglneer, LTJG Covert. came to me and I.ked if he could bave my permi •• ion for h~.elf and two Others to return to the lhip, to .,.it in •• lvI,e operation.. At thi. ttme, we understood that there were lome MELBOURNE peroonnel on board the .tern .eetlon. Apparently thoy had been, but thoy left. 1 .eld. "Yes, pem1..llon granted, 80 ahead and taka 2 volunte.rl. II 

Q. Dld he glve you any report al to tho eondltlon of the .tern .eetlon? A. No, air, axcept to ,.y that when h. left, it looked II 1f they .hould be able to control floodIng and ahould be able to keep the .tem .action .float. 

Q. Had you obaerved the .tern •• etlon your.elf by tbl. tl .. ? ~ A. Yes. air. fram a range of lome 2000 yards. All I eould •• e :h that it WI. well Alerta by the head. And Is I lOY, I save him perm1..lion to 10 back. A wn short vh1le later, Coaaander Stevens returned and laid a boat was available. I found out that in the interim, the Chief Ensineer had already returned to the ship by other transportation. I don't know where he commandeered the boat, but he had already returned. So I ,ot the Operations Officer, the Supply Officer, my Personnelman and the Damage Control Aa.i.tant, Hr. Lare, and we all lot in the boat and proceeded towards the atern aection of PRANK E. EVANS. A. we were approaching, we were_ hoUed by the COIIIII4ndlng Officer of the EVElIETr F. IAlISCfi, who eaUed UI alongdde and oaid that he had been designated to take charge of operations at that time tn trying to determine feasibility of lalvage. He requelted we not go on board until he rece4ved a r.port from his personnel already on the .hip. He indicated, however, that our Chief Engineer .nd the ewe enlisted personnel with him were on board at this ttme. We_ accepted Captain Rilliqs'l offer to come aboard LARSON and wait. We stayed aboard LARSON unfil ahe made 'up alongside the .tern section of EVANS. And at this point our personnel atarted recovering our records. Some of the records had already been removed by LARSON, vhen there vas some doubt that the ship would st.y afloet. They had taken same pay records, personnel records, etc. - some of the more important records. Then when it looked like the flooding vas controlled, they went back and made a more thorough inspaction. Xhe Personnelman collected all the personnel records and correspondence relating ~o perlonnel. The Disbursing Officer recovered hi. dIsbursing fund a in his safe plus his blank cheeks. money orders. etc. The Operations Officer recovered the contents of his clas~lfied &~terial safe, and inasmuch as possible. all classified or valuable or pilferebl. material Has removed from the ship at this time. Shortly.after we lot alongside EVANS, we got a report from Mr. Covert who had personally inspected the after bulkhead of the Forward Engine doom and had inspected voids and stowage areas including magazines below the water line, and i!lc!lcat~d that he felt that the ship .•. wa~ not only were they .ble to stop flooding, to plug up the hote~. but they were also .ble to commence dewatering - and he said that it looked to hirr. thnt it looked feasible to undertake 8 tow somewhere to salvage what could be salvaged. AI~o at this ti~, by th~ way it was believed for Captain Rilling to bring LARSON along~ide, vas to ri~ c~sualty power to the hoist for our variable depth aonar in order to raise it to a position where the ship could he tcn-led. It was hanging some distance down in the water. 
,~. Did you yourself 80 aboard FRANK E. EVANS? 
~\. No, sir. I did not. 

Q. Are you satisfied that appropriate .. asures vere taken to remove record •• classified ~terial and personnl effects that were left? 
A. YeJ, sir. I am. I was aboard and did - not a epot inventory, but. spot check of .11 material brought on board, and those few articles for exampl •• from Ship·s Office which were not there. I .~ked to be broulht. To the best of my knowledge, we took off everything which was easily removable or appropriately removed at that time 

Q. And where was this material •• feguarded? 
A. It was placed in the in port cabin of Commanding Officer. LARSON under gu.rd ~ officer guard. 

Q. Have you received any .ubsequent reports after returning to Subic. as to pilferage on board the Item .ection? 
A. Yes, sir. In one instance, an officer indicated that he tad ,300.00 which was there when ·he left the Item section, but val not there when he returned. 

Q. Is that the only inatanee that you knoW of7 
A. That is ~he only in.tance that I can be aure of. ~her people w.re mis.ing adnor articles hut in the chaos that prevailed in, the after berthing areas. 1 would hesitate to say that anything was purpolely pilfered. I think when we cleared out that section and when we came in here. the fact that we ended up with, I believe, 27 laundry bags full of personal gear of one type or another, is more li.kely where the personal belongi~went. This material by the way, was turned over to the Naval Station. JlP 
Q. You have no firm ba.ia that the IDOney it •• lf va. pilfared, other than it wa. lIlissing upon return? 
J... Ye., eir. 

Q. It could have baen IOlt '8 the lenaral chao ••• w11. A. He .1.0 loot 2 PRANK E. EVANS 11ghter ••• wall, alonglide the .ane,. 
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Q. And how long dld you remoln ln EVEl.l'I!:'1"l' r. IAlSOR'I 
A. Again, my time frame 18 in que.tlon. When I came aboard they were e.tlng breakfa.t and 

I left as they were getting ready for lunch. I •• nd • mes.age over to MELBOURNE to be ,assed to 
Commanding Officer, FRANK E. EVANS, giving. quick rundown of what transpired and •• ying unle •• 
otherwiae dl .... tad I would get flrat aveUabl. tr.naporution be.1t to IIELB(XlR!IE. At thh .... 
time or just. very few minutes thereafter, 1 v •• told by;the Coamandina Officer of lARSCIi that 
I hed been dlre.ted to return to KEARSARGE rather than IIELB(XlR!IE. And only about 10 .. lDut .. 
later. I left LARSON enroute to KEARSARGE Ind immediately upon arrival reported to Commander. 

\ • ASW Group One. 

Q. What FlANK E. EVANS peroonnel r .... ln.d eithar OD the aterD a •• Uon of EVANS or ln the 
IAlSCli at the time you l.ft? 

A. At the tlme I left, LT Dunne, the Operatlona Offl •• r, LTJG Suhr, the Supply Offl.er, 
PNl Cook, my l •• ding Personnelman. LTJG Lare, and: LTJG Covert, remained etther In LUSOO' or on 
EVANS. 

Q. And at the time you l.ft who va. controlling the I.lvase operation.? 
A. The CcmaaDdiDg OfU.er of IAlSCli. 

Q. You Indicated that Hr. Covert went into the masaline, didn't you? Did he report their 
state to youl 

A. Yel, air. There were four round., 4 projectile. which had apparently been bounced out 
of their battens or out of their storage area, and were lying loose on the deck. thole four 
projectilel were jettisoned over the .ide and other than that, tbere val no apparent damAge, 
and the magazine themselves were dry, as were all voida. One .haft alley val reported a. 
partially flooded. 

Q. Had the tug, TAWASA, moored alongeide by tha ti_ you left? 
A. No, 111'. • 
Q. Sub.equent to the initial personnel aurvivor count of 216, va. another count made? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. Approximately when was this .ompleted? 
A. It was after the transfer of all .urvivor. to KEARSARGE. It would have been in the 

midafternoon. I would aay, of the 3rd of June. 

Q. And "what was the final count arrived at of the number of lurvivor8? 
A. 199 survivor., 74 lost. 

Q. And of the 74, were the bodies of any recovered? 
A. Yes, sir. One. 

Q. And have you since that time compiled a list of the personnel on board? 
A. Yes, air. Such a lilt hal been compiled and i. the proce •• of being typed up for 

submission to this board. 

Q. When will it be ready? 
A. Within the hour, pos.tbly after the noon recel •• 

Q. At the time FRANK E. EVANS rolled over, just before abe aank, the bow aection that ii, 
dtd you hear any noiae of any kind? 

A. Just a loud crashing lOUnd. The closest thing apprOXimating it was an automobile collision 
I was involved in many years ago. 

Q. Did you he.r any air rush out? 
A. No. 8ir. None that I remember. t have a vague memory of a very abort duration of a rush 

of steam. A whoosh or vhia*le of Iteam, but it wa. of • vary abort duration. 

Q. Could the nail. you heard have been the anchor chain Ihifting as the lhip rolled over? 
A. No, IiI'. 

Q. Did you hear anything that you identified a. the anehor chain .hitting.? 
A. I heard acme lOUndS when the ship vas actually .inking that I thought adght have been 

the chain shifting in the chain locker. That va. while I vas in the water. while I va. swimming 
and.,. head val in the vater. I eould hear .ouads frOll. within the hull of the ship. It Bounded 
like either equipment or possibly the chain houncing around at that time. 

Q. Returning to the event. prior to the collilion, do you recall the projected track of the 
formation - the general direction of that track? 

A. Yes, IiI'. I do. 

Q. And for your eight o'clock poaition report_, the previous nilht. 2 JUne, do you recall what 
that prOjected track vaa? 

A. No, air. I don't. There va. nothing to .. ke it stand out in my mod. There vas ju.t 
another night and another 2000 poait. I rememb.r it ..... d clal. to the combat pay and tax 
exemption zone but outside it. 

Q. You don't know the leneral direction? 
A. Yes. air. Southwelterly. 
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Q. Southweltedy. Do you know the lpeed of advance, approximataly7 
A. I do not recall. 

Q. Do you re~all tha ~our.e and ape.d made 1004 ain~. the 12 o'~lock r.port? 
A. No. air. I donlt. 

Q. You indi~ated that you were ~al1ed oometime ktween then and 2 A.M. 
A. Yes. air. Shortly after 1 o'clock 

Q. Who W.I on wateh at that ttme on the bridge, the officer.? 
A. The vatch at that time w.s Mr. llIImley and Mr. Bop.on. 

Q. Do you re~.ll who had the ~onn? 
A. No, sir. 1 do not. I onty .tapped. out on the bridle 18OID8ntarlly when I vent up there. 

I took the pOlit that 1 had gotten, gave it to the Quartermalter of the Watch and to the watch 
. in eombat. Just Itepped out long enough to look around and went back. down below. 

Q. Who were the offi'Cerl on watch in CIC! 
A. Mr. Brandon and Hr. Armstrong. 

Q. Could you tell ua the qualification. of aa~h of tha offi~era who were on watch during 
the midwatch? 

A. Yes. air. Starting with the moat junior, it would have been Hr. Arm.trong. He was 
an Ensign. HOwever, he wal a former lIt Cia •• Electronics Technican - enli.ted .an. He had 
been aboard the lhip for lei. than a year. HDwever, be was well thought of in the .hip and 
was a well 1Iualified CIC Watch Officer. 

Q. Was he the top watch in CIC? 
A. He was the Cle Watch Officer. The other officer pre.ent, Hr. Brandon, wal aenior to him. 

But ~~. Brandon's po.ition was as Gunnery Liaison Officer, or GLO. And the superv1&1on of the eIe 
Watch as such was Mr. Armstrong's. 

Q. And what ~re his watch standing qualifications? 
A. He had stood the same watches in CIC and rotated between erne and JOOD on the bridge ever 

a1nce"he came aboard the ship. We~, this i. true ot all the otticers in a normal 4 section 
watch underw:lY. So every 4th watch they are up there tor 4 houri, either-u ere Watch-Ofticer 
~r Junior Officer ot the Deck. 

'~. And had he officially qualified for any particular watches? 
A. ~o, sir. Both Mr. Brandon and Hr. A~trong were JOODs and. well, they were both 

cC"n51dered qualified for eIe \latch Officer. 

Q. Wa~ there any formal process for qualifying CIC Watch Officers 8S there was for Officers 
of the Deck? 

...... :';0. sir. It WIIS no formal requirement. It was based on recommendation of the Operations 
Officer and as wDtc~ed by the eIC Officer. I would present this to the Commanding Officer for 
inclusion On the Officer Data Control Report, OD:a. 

Q. And then would you tell the board the qualifications of Mr. Brandon? 
A. Mr. Brandon reported aboard la.t aummer. Immediately he was a •• igned duties a8 First 

Lieutenant. And he was in 811 respects an outstanding officer. He was one as normally referred 
to as "head and shoulders officer. II He had .et about gaining qualifications a. an Officer of 
the Deck. He had been slowed down same because he came aboard just after we entered the .hipyard, 
80 he had no opportunity during the summer lalt year to be underway. And then tn refresher 
training, he also was unable to. But conmencing with the underway period in November and December, 
and again in January, February and March, prior to deployment, he wa. making an active effort to 
expedite his qualifications. Just the 2 or 3 day. before the time cotll.ion, I had informed him 
that the Captain and I had been discus.ing him, and it was our intention to .end him prior to 
the end of the cruise, back to San Diego to 80 to the ASW Officer's School. to be~ome the .hip's 
ASW Officer. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge 8. to whether either or both of theae officers had completed 
the CRUDES PAC Officer'. Indoctrination Course? 

A. They were in the process. Each officer had the type camm.nder'. indoctrination course, 
or general information course. As each officer came aboard they were given the course and 
required to hand in their a,.ignments. I don't in my own per.onal knowledge know how many of the 
assisnment. he bad completed, but I know there vere quite a few. For example, the Officer Tactical 
School. that I mentioned yelterday, were the forum where a good abare of the information that is 
put into these course books was discu •• ed, and brought out in cla •• room type lurroundings. So he 
would have had the benefit of both that and practical experienee on the bridge and in CIC. 

Q. Would you apeak of the qu.l1fi~ationa of LTJG ...... y1 
A. LTJG aamaey was aboard the ship before I came aboard la.t y.ar. He had been aboard a year 

and a half or 10. He had been .tanding DOD 1 w.tehel for quite a while. I don't remember exaetly 
how long, and I loot my little informal re~ord bOOk. 1 had a amell black book that I kept my 
comment. on officera, primarily for writing litee •• reporta and note. for the Commanding Officer. 
He had JUlt recently .tarted .tanding ht. awn ()(I)(F) ••• 
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Q. liP''' .aninl Pleet? 
A. Fleet Operation., yes, lir, WltChe.. HI had Dot boen 10 qualifild in writing. Thi. WI • 

.ore an administrative .. tter than a matter of fact. OUr aoca va. somewhat confu.ed when they 
changed over to • computer of lome lort, and we had not lotten leveral changes into the official 
records. 

\ \ Q. Did you consider him in .11 re.pecta qualifi.d. for OQl, Fleet Operation.? 
A. I perlonally felt that he WI' 10 qualified. When the •• nlor watch officer prelented to 

m~ ~ WAtch bill with him lilted. or with him in the pOlltion of the 000, during Fleet Operltiona, 
1 had no qualm. at .11 about taking this watch bill to the commanding officer, and recommending 
Approval of the watch bill II it stood. 

Q. To your knowledge, had the commanding officer .pproved hie standing COD Fleet Operations 
watches? 

A. Y •• , Itr, he had. 

Q. And do you recall how many such watches be may have stood prior to the 3rd of 3une? 
A. ~oJ ~irJ I do not. 

Q. Had h. stood them .ince the .hip left the Weat Coast for ita WESTPAC deployment? 
A. As I remember, not for the entire period. It wa. - again ~ small black book with dates 

~~uld be some help - it was sometime into the deployment before he wa. standing Pt.et OOD type 
watches. Of course, .t time too, during the break-in period, if you want to call it that, the 
'i~tch bill, were normally tailored 10 that if you had a comparatively new COD then you would 
put On an older eIC Watch Officer, to check against the bridge watch in combat. We tried to 
maintal~ balance of the qualifications between the bridge and Comb.t teama. 

~. If then LT Ramsey was recently qualified, do you consider that INS Armstrong was tt~ 
balancing factor there? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. ENS Armstrong, though .s I say, he ~. a junior ~fftcer, wa. highly 
qunlifl~~. I felt, CIC Watch Officer. He was also Electronics Warfare Officer and he knew 
eIC ~('tter than man)' of the radarman. 

~. W~S that from your personal observation? 
A. Yf'S, sir. 

Q. Did you observe him in performing top watch in CIC? 
A. Yes, dr, and he was. very positive l •• der of the watch .ection. , 
Q. HOw ftbout his recommendations to the officer of the deck? 
A. :~ made recomaendations when such were required or were normally called for ~nd he made 

them in, normally. a positive manner. The recommendation usually ¥ent out on sound powered 
phone. and if the OOD questioned the recommendation, he would usually either call up on the 2lMC 
or even step out on the bridge to pursue the point. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to the accuracy of his recommendations? 
A. I never .aw him make what I would consider a gross mistake, or any adstake. Any two 

people sttting down and working out a mAneuvering board lolution will differ by a few degrees 
or a knot or a half of knot in speed, but never anything that would put you in an em~arr.98ing 
situation. 

Q. Would you comment on the qualifications of LTJG &am.ey. What were his primary duties 
on b04rd? 

A. He w •• the Communications Officer • 

Q. What were his qualifications for that particular job? 
A. He had been to Communication School and had been in the billet for about nine months, I 

believe. He had served as Assistant Communication. Officer before that. And I felt that he 
was • well qualified Communications Officer. 

Q. Do you feel he was well qualified in ehackling and unshackling codesT 
A. Ye., sir. 

Q. Would you now a~ak to the qualification. of trJG Hop.on? 
A. Sir, LtJG Bbpson, wa. anotber officer vho va. aboard when I came aboard. He reported 

aboard a year ago l •• t fall. Shortly .fter reporting aboard he wa. ordered to Engineering 
Officer's School in San Diego. When he got out of that Ichool. which I believe is an eight 
week cour.e. he retarned to the ship and a •• umed duties a. the Main Propulsion Asatstant, which 
duties he had ••. of the day of the colliaion. He is atill ••• igned .s the MPA. He wal with' 
the ship throughout the yard pertod Ind throughout the refresher training period which followed 
the yard period and va. on board for all underway period. following the yard pertod. and regularly 
standing eIC watches and JOOD watches underway. 

Q. And what qualifications •• officer of the deck had he attained? 
A. He wa. Itill qualified al JOOD only. 

Q. He had no underway qualificationa .1 OOD! 
A. No, air. W. were working on him, for axample. w.ll, •• with the bulk of the officers, he 

had been given opportunities to handle the .hip alongside. For example. at replenishments, 
refuelings, coming in and making up to • buoy, moorins alongsida another ship in a nest. He had 
done all of the.e functions and had shown con.iderable t.,rov ... nt. Since we bay. been at lea 
rlgul.rly follDW1D1 tho Chriatmaa leavo poriod. 

553 



.'.. 
:'Ii-

----------~-

t 
Q. Bo. hi. dutie. I. ""in Propul.ion A •• i.tlnt inhibitld the proco •• of qullify1ns him I. ODD7 
A. I think they .. y hav., bee.u ••• he took hi' dutl •••• IIPA •• rloully. He had perMpl more 

~ than the averl,. officer' •• or the averlse perlon'a capacity for tiltening to the problem. of 
others. I think he lametlme_, In d •• ling. with hi' lubordinate •• apent I lot of wa.ted .ffort 
In chal1.ng down thiua. for people. Jut it VI. 811 done in wt.at he felt v ••• unner b •• t for the 
men a .. ignod to him. lie otway. held the condition. under which hh mon worked IDd the probl .... 
they had II of prime importance to him '1 divtaloft officer. 

Q. Do you recall whether there were any .candiDa order. from the Commanding Officer. '1 to 
the closest .pprolch the ahlp should make to • carrier? 

A. No, lir, I don't remember any .ach In the ataDding order •• 

Q. Do you recall if there were any directive. of any lort to the officer. of the deck on 
that .ubject? 

A. Not in particular with carrier •• with beavi •• in leneral. The Captaln,acre than once 
58ld, nnd I had reiterated it on more than one occa.ion, "Don't turn toward. the heavies." 

Q. And whore hod thls been .Iid? 
A. Various places. 'It had be.n .aid in tactical .chool •••• 10n ••• ,.aking of .hip .. nauvering, 

ship handling ••• sions. About every other refueling on the bridge. Normally in a refueling 
.itu~tion, we had a conning officer and an officer of the deck. who had the deck, and anoth.r 
officer or two up there watching, the junior officer who had not done it tbema.lve.. And 
personslly when I would be talking to luch people who were ju.t standing by watching the 
approache., for In UNREP or making tho lniti.1 join-up for UNREP - 1 couldn't .IY deftnitoly 
which of the officer. I told thi., but I would •• y the .. jortty of them I have .aid the •• me 
thing, "Don't turn towards the heavie •• " 

~. Were you ...r gtven the conn in any of the.e mafteuverina .ituationa? 
A. You mean to be taken away from lomebody e t.e 

Q. No, .ir. 
A. Do it my~elf, ye., 5ir. I h.va. 

Q. What did you consider to be the liDdts that you would approach a heavy .• hip, from the 
bow and other .pproaches? 

A. Well, this would much depend on the .ituetion of the moment. If I were coming from the 
opposite direction and I were on a ateady courle and .te.dy apeed, for example, on converging 
cour •• s with._ carrier who I was to fall in •• tern of to plana auard. I wouldn't he.ttiate and 
I h~ven't hesitated to p.ss within 2500 to 3000 yards on reCiprocal eour.e •• and then eake the 
turn to fall in .atern. . 

Q. How about if you were required to crOll ahe.d. what would be the clo ... t approach that 
you would consider permitted? 

A. I would prefer not to lay down anything that would put .. clo.er than 3000 to 4000 yards, 
and I'm quite lure the CO of the c.rrier would prafer me not to. 

~. LCDil McMichael, I have just handed you what purport. to be the Standing Night Orders of 
FRA:j~ E. EVANS. alre.dy admitte{ into evidence a. Exhibit 13. Do you recognize that particular 
copy? 

A. Yas, .ir, I do. 

Q. There are certain pen and ink chang •• on there. Would you .tate what they signify? 
A. Yea, .ir. The Stlnding Hight Ordera, .s originally written in March of 1968, did not 

cover adequately some changed circ~tance. and ••• re.ult thi. was in the proces. of change 
and upgrading. Por example, the nature of the scr.ening that we did .. te it impractical to 
call the ColllDandlng Officer for every coura. change. If you are patrolling autton, you are 
changing course _lmo.t constantly. Also the .ection on Navig_tion and the responsibilities of 
the OOD with regard to safe navigation of the ahip, vere not a. complete as we felt they .hnuld 
be. So those were beina brousht up to date. 

Q. What was the atatua al to their beine in .ffect at the time of the collision? 
A. This .et of Night Orders had not bean promulgated. It vaa, veIl as the annot.tton across 

the top in my hand writing il "New rough. pl •••• ," the.e were for lubaa1 •• ion to the Cmrmandlng 
Officer to be promulgated aa an effective instruction of USS PRANK E. EVANS. 

Q. A. I to understand from that then, that the Night Orderl, •• printed or .s typewritten 
there, unmodified by the handwritten note., vere the Night Order. that vere in .ffect on the 3rd 
of June? 

A. I believe they ver •• to the beat of my knowledle. except al .edified by the handWTitten 
notes in the Night Order look. 

Q. And do you recall what handwritten note. were in there, that modified the Standing Night 
Orders? 

A. Other than in my te.timony ye.terday, I would have to •• y over an extended period of both, 
well, the WTitten notes and in re.ponae. to the 000., a, there vere aame aodification.. For 
example, the que.tion of notifying the Commanding Officer of all chanae. of course and .peed. 
The Connanding Officer had aaade it know to OOD and I had made it known to them 1n rII'f notes a! 
Navigator, that it wa. not required that all changes in cour.e and lpeed be reported. Only ch.nge~ 
1n cours. and .,.ed other than thoae heina u •• d in patrolling atation. For example, a change 1n 
fo~tion, bale cour.e and .peed. change in a aiaa.g plan in u ••• change in any of these which 
vere going to eff.ct an overall chang. in the track .. de load of the ship. The other thing is for 
example .. .. 
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Q. 1Iow, the port you vere talklng about. Tho ..... re the .hans .. that would affe.t the 
, n~tiftcation of you as Navigator, or the Captain? Would you clarify that, pleale' 

A. I wrote them in the Navigation •• ction, •• ytnl that .1 Navigator I wanted to know 
change~ in base course and base .,eed and to inlure that theae were properly noted in the 
q1U~rterma.terl. notebook, •• change. in b •• e cour •• and: ba.e .peed. The Coananding Offieer had 

• al~o. verbally. and I don't remember whether thi. had been placed in the Night Orders at any 
time or not, that he .110 did not require every cour •• and .peed change. For Ix.mple. in the 
iitu~tion of patrolling .tatlon. 

Q. ! would 11ke to pln that down • 11ttle more pr •• l •• ly lf we .an. The wrltten Nlght 
orders a~ I understand It, required that the Captain be notified of each course and lpeed 
ch.~ge. I, that correct? 

A. Yes, air. 

~. Now, specifically under what circumstances had the Captain relaxed that requirement? 
A. When patrolling etation. 

Q. Was that the only·.xception? 
A. The only one to the be.t of my knowledge •. There ia one thing here that you can't .ay is 

reAlly a course change. For example, a chlln •• to a new atation. That wa. covered in the Night 
Orders. also. This of course entailed a course chanie but the cour •• change a •• uch WI. not 
reported. It would normally be "eaptain, we have been ordered to plane guard .tation. I am 
coming right or I am coming left, fI or whatever to ••• ume .tatton. 

Q. Did the Night Orders require thllt auch a chanae he reported "to the Captain'? 
A. Yes, Air. Any change in the formation required notification of the Commandlng Officer. 

Q. Do you have any 'knowledge a. to whether thii r4quirement va. uniformaly enforced by the 
Captain? " • 

A. I have no knowledge of the uniformity of the enforcement. I know I have been present 
on various occaaion. when .••• on every occa.ion that I have been preaent he has been informed. 
1 have not been when he wa.nlt. 

Q. Doe. that include night. as well al day.? 
A. Yes, air. 

Q. And w~~t was the normal proc.dure for informing the Capt.in in tho.e c •••• ~ 
A. Oftentimes he would be on the bridge, in which case. it WI' just verbal walk over to bis 

Cftptain's chair and tell him. After he had retired, it wa. by lound powered telephone with I 

buzzer in hi. s.a cabin. Or if he were in the w.rdroom al.o by aound powered telephone and buzzer. 

Q. 
15 that 

A. 

I believe 
right? 
Y.a, all'. 

you indicated that LTJG Brandon wa. on watch as the Gunnery Liai.on Officer, 

Q. How often was it naceslary to put a Gunnery Liaison Officer on vatch during SEA SPIRIT? 
A. We had one up there, as I remember, molt of the time in SEA SPlRIr, .s in the variouA 

phases of the work ... up, we had gunnery exercises, etc, leading: up to the actual departing for the 
lM;or portion of SEA SPIRIT. 

Q. Durl"~ SEA SPlRrl dld you alvayw have two offlcer on watch ln CIC? 
A. No, .not always. 

Q. Who .toad that watch when you didn't have an officer there? 
A. Well, very •• ldom wa. it that there wa.n't .n offic.r avail.ble. The only times that I 

can think of were in straight .teaming lituations, not m.neuverina, when we had a briefing, 
officer. tactical Ichool or exarci.e briefing, OpOrder briefing, or .omething like that, and we 
wanted the maximum number of officers ••• ilable, in which c •• e either of the two first elas. 
radarman, La Liberate or Lehasn would be liv.n the assignment a. CIC Watch Officer. 

Q. Would there by any officer ln CIC durlng that perlod? 
A. ~o. There have been time. when there va. no officer in CIC. 

Q. Doe. that lnclude during SEA SPlRlT? 
A. I don't remember .n in.tance when there ware not any officers in Combat. 

Q. Did all of your officer watch aections for Se. Spirit include two officers in CIC? 
A. No. For. example, we wwnt to • atraiaht Condition IV watch for the UNREP for the day 

preeedins, in which cas. there W.I one officer in CIC. 

Q. Dld)'ou alv.", have • JOOO on tha brldge? 
A. Ye" .11', .lwaYI. 

Q. Going back to your statement th.t ,ou v.re called .bout 0155 I believe, to take a Loran 
check. Do your quarterma.terl standing bridge watChel normally tate luch fix •• ? 

A. Yel. sir. lut coaaencing last December and January, we rather lot in the habit of taking 
hourly fix.I .nd with Loran it doeln't take that lona .nd it'a a IODd vay to teep track of your 
po.ition and .1.0 keep twack of chang.s In the Loran .1snal that if you only went down .very 4 
hours to take them, you _aht end up .. tehina the wrona Vllve. 
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Q. Were all your watch ,tanding qUArtermalter. qualified for this joh? 
A. Yes, Bir . 

Q. Haw about your Jooos7 
",A. 

Ux, .. 
The JoaD, had ~ working knowle~8e and given the time would be able to work out. Loran. 

t wouldn't say they were fully quaUfied 1n Loran navigation. 

Q. Tl>en 
A. ~es. 

a Loran fix. 

I understand, it was really the quartermaster's funetton. 
Itr. The quarte~st.rB were. baclul. you had to l •• ve the bridge in order to take 
The Loran .et 1. phyl1cal1y located 1n the charthoul. which i. on the 01 deek. 

Q. And if the quartermaster could not get a fix, whom would he ca1.l? 
A. He would notify the oao ftnd c.ll me. 

Q. ~~turnlng to the question of nnt1f1catinDofthe Captain. Do you know of any' occasion when 
the Ca?tatn WAS not called by the OOD in accordance with his Standing Orders? 

A. The only one~ I know of, ~ few instances, but that w •• where the Ceptain called the 
bridge first. For ezample. you are about to go into a plane auard Itation, and the firlt thing 
you do before you head for station is get the word, we are going to, pass the Word to atation 
the plane guard detail. So the Captain on those occasions, I have seen him pick up the phone 
and call the bridge and ask them when flight ops were scheduled to comnence or whatever. But 
other than that, I have no personal knowledge of inatancea wherein he w •• not notlfed. 

~. 80\-1 800n after pauing the word, would the Captain call the b:ridge under those circum· 
J:tnnce'J? 

A.· Immediately. This would normally be when he was not in a location where he would 
no~~lly be, for example, down in the Chief's quarters or passing through the ship'. office. 
Scme,,'here when the OOD would probably be trying to can for him either in the wa!'droom or in 
his i~port or in his 8ea cabin. ~nd the timea that I saw him call were usually when he was not 
in on(' of those three places. 

Counsel for the board: Coun~el has no further questions of this witnes8, .ir. 

Senior Member: The board has no questions for LCDR McH:J.chael Rt this time. 

Coun~el for thp board: 
survivor and CRsualty list 
ynu are privileged to make 
of thp inve~tigation, th~t 
has not been fully brought 
11ke to add? 

Sir, we would Uke to recall him briefly for the introduction of the 
when that is completed 1n final form. tcDR McMichael. at this time, 
any further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter 
you think should be a matter of record 1.n connection therewith, that 
out by the prev{ou. questions.· Do you have anything that you would 

LeDa McXichael: ~o, sir, I do not. 

The witness was duly warned, excused subject to recall, and withdraw from the bOllrd rnom . 

.3e~ior Member: We ,,'111 have 8 brief recess. 

7he board recessed at 1119 hours. 27 June 1969. 

~he bo~rd reconvened at 1135 hours, 27 June 1969. 

3eni~r ~~mber: The hearing is open. 

All p~rsons connected with the board who we!'e present when the board receased were again 
pre!'lp.nt. 

CO'.Jnsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board ill convened again in open se!;!llion. It is "oter! 
that no person!'! 11kely to be witnesses are present. 

1.';.1:; Robert B. Suhr, U. S. Naval Reserve, was called as a witness by counllel for the board. 
'.711, 5"'01':'1, .n~ testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY CWNSEL 1(1\ THE Bat.RD 

Quec;t1oTl!'> by counsel for the board (CDR Glass): 

'~. YOlj h:'lVe been called as a witness for this board of invesUgation because it i, unrlerF:tood 
that you have evidence that may assist the board in its investigation. Under United States law 
no ,~it"e~s may be compelled to answer any question, the answer which rosy tend to incriminate 
:1i", :"lnri y..,u may refuse to answer any such question. Will you atate your full name, grade find 
nrg:mlzation? 

~. Robert Bruce Suhr, LTJG, Supply Corps, United States Naval ReBerve, VSS FRANK E. EVA~ 
(I,JJ-754 ). 

Q. On what date were you cO'Imlissioned in the U. S. Navy? 
A. 17 Auzust IQ67. 

Ii. And when did you report on board USS EVANS for duty? 
A. 6 April 1968. 
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Q. And "'hilt h8d been your experience between fboae two dat •• ? 
.\. I went to Supply Corps School at Athens, Ceorlta. 

Q. What dutle. were you performlng In USS EVANS? 
A. I w~s the Supply and Disbur8ing Officer. 

Q. And at the time of the collilion, where vare you? 
A. I wa ••• leep 1n one of the after staterooms. my Itateroom. 

Q. And what first brought the colli,lon to your notic.? 
••. The first thing that I noticed, I awoke on the deck of ~ .tat.room. I w •• lying In 

st.x inches of water. 

~. Whnt WAS the state of illuminAtion in your stateroom? 
.. ~. Very poor. T, had ,q curtain which was the curt.a between my sCpteroom and the' p •.••• gew.y. 

quite near the head of my bunk. There Was 8 battle tantern, an automatic battle lantern 
which :H!od gone on In the pls"agew~y and I could aee that that light was on. The curtain wa, 
Soma1"hlt tr~nSp8re:'lt. 

Q. And did you provide yourself with any other illum{nation? 
l\. Ye~, IIlr. I did. I had a flashlight in one of ray drawers which I inmediately picked up. 

1.(. ~ere you Ible to detect the manner in which water was entering your compartment? 
A. ~~o, dr, I 'WAS not. 

\(. \:hat were the Actions you performed before leaving your compartment? 
o. ~ell, as I say, I awoke, and immediately stood up. My first reaction Vas I thought our 

Dir conditioner 1n After Officers Quarters had broken a water lin •• which it ha. done aeveral 
ti~c~ and we have hau a little bit of water in the after passageway. That was ~ first reaction. 
I gnt up lind Irabbed my flashlight and reached down- to pull .one of my ~eck level dr.-weI'S open 
1~ec:lu~e I knew ttult I tuld a tape recorder down there. By this ti_ I had my flashlight in hind 
t.:.': r,"l I pulled the drawer open, I noticed that although the water was on the deck, water '':II! 

aho rU:lninS out of the top of my bunk. And - which was above the waterline, &c I had the 
immediate impre~8ion - the first reAction, I thought we had a hole in the side of the ship -
on cy side of the "'hip and it was running out from there. I then put on my trott.ers lind a pair 
of shoes and went out into the passageway. 

Q. And did you meet any other persons there? 
A. Ye~, sir. I did. LTJG GArrison, whose stateroom door i8 immediately opposite mine in 

the passageway, WillS looking for his glasses and he dldn'·t have a light. I stopped and helped 
him look for his light and just fortunately found it lying by the door. 

~. ~lplng him looking for his light or his glasses? 
A. For his gl~sses, sir. 

~. And having found them, what did you then d07 
A. We then went out. I went out the passageway forward and went out to the starboard side 

of the ship on the main deck. 

~. WhAt did you notice when you arrived there? 
A. Well, in • manner of apeaking, I noticed that .omeone was .aying that the front of the 

s~l? was gone. I heard this, but I was going forward on the ship expecting to go to my general 
qunrters station, which is in Radio. As I went forward, I confirmed the fact that the forward 
portion of the ship was missing. 

Q. And where did you then proceed? 
.\. 1 went back to the fantail of the ship. 

Q. How many persons were present there wben you a",ived, approximately? 
A. I would say 40 or 50. 

Q. Did you ob.erve any amonr: them who were injured? 
A. Yes. sir. There were several people that were on the fantail. One In ,-rticular w •• 

Another one appeared I and vas sitting on a bollard. 
Apparently, II I •• y he was - he didn't •• em too much In hil aenses. Thia was 
Chief Macayan. 

Q. And did you render any medical .id to the.e men? 
A. Yes, .ir. I did. 

Q. Would you tell UI what you dld? 
A. Yea, IiI'. Several people came up to .e and a.ked for help. They were cut, aDd .ome 

people ~r.e asking me to let help to the burned people. So I •• ked if they eould try to find a 
first de! kit for me. Immediately lomeone had one. '0 we at.rted looking through the firlt aid 
kit trying to find .ome paln killer. The one peraon ..... d to be in qUite a bit of pain. 

Q. Do you know what hil name wal? 
A. Yell, air. Hill nanse waa Peter •• 
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Q. Would you eontinue to deaeribe wb.t .id you rendered? 
A. Ye •• oir. I looked through the bigs of fir.t .ld .quipment looking for .ome type of on 

injectlble 8nesthetic. I couldn't find any. I did find, .ither it WI' •• pirin or APC., 10 I 
gave I quantity of these to Pltera. And .fter that I .toad up .nd yelled to .11 
the peopte on the fantail, that if anybody hid any wound. that I could per hap. bandase, came 
over there. 1 had leveral people come over that had head injuriea, nothing real I.rioua. The· 
blood ... running down on their clothing from their h •• d. but it didn't .ppear to be .nything 
too serious. All I did was to put .ome long bandagel on them, to try to keep them .1 clean II 

. possible. 

Q. W3S it your op1nion, that with the relource. you had, you vere able to provide the fir.t 
aid needed by the people on the fantail? 

A. Yes, sir. Definitely. 

Q. Did you take any action with regard to d1att1batlon of lif. prea.rvwr.f 
A. Yes, air. I became involved in a little bit of a chain of life pre,erver.. Where they 

were coming from. I really didn't know at the time. But I was ju.t atanding in the area after 
I had completed my firat aid worK, and I just Itarted pa'lina tham out to in.ura tbat everyone 
hod 0 .... 

Q. And w •• the .itu.tion reached, at lome 
A. I r.ally can't an.wer that, Commander. 

I .asily could have misaed one that did DDt. 

.t •••• thot ev.no ... hod 0 Ufo J.cbt? 
I don't know. Everyone that I aaw had one, bU,t 

Q. Was .nything done by you In regard to liferafts? 
A. Yes, sir. Upon completion of the diltribution of the life prelervers, leveral peopl. 

were working on the starboard side of the ship. I went over and assisted tham. The liferafts 
apparently had been lying on tbe main deck and they had to be lifted over the lifeline. They 
seemed to be having difficulty in getting them over the lifelines, 80 I went over there and 
assisted them in throwing one or perhaps tvo over. I.-don't ~ecall wbet~r it w •• ooe O't two .. 

Q. In which direction were they thrown? 
A. I vas on the starboard aide of the .hip and I threv it off on that aide. 

Q. And did you observe whether it functioned prope~lj or not? 
A. Yes, lir. it did. It inflated. As 1 recall one of the men got down into the raft &n,4 

they were looking for a paddle and I held my flashlight ao that they co.,ld rurrmage around tnslde 
the liferaft. I believe it had lame type of tent arrangement on it, which apparently doel not 
come up autor . ..atically, that they were trying to look inatde and determine where the paddles were 
located. 

'~. Did it seem to you to be fully inflated? 
A. Yes, sir. The ring itself, the exterior of the liferaft, seemed to be fully inflated. 

Q. Returning for a moment to the question of first aid, did you have in the kit. available, 
any cream or .}ther suitable _dicament for treating burnl? 

A. t didn't lee any in there, but I think that current philosophy on the treatment of burns, 
Commander, is not to ule these immediately. It's actually been found recently to be bad polley 
to put this on until the true extent of the injury can be a.aesled. So t wouldn't have put ~ny 
on even had I found any. 

Q. And was it for that reason that you didn't look, and can't tell us whether it wa. there? 
A. I didn't really look for it, air. I looked for pain killer and that wa. all. I did 

not see any though. 

Q. Can you describe for us the condition of people on the fantall aa regards orderliness or 
otherwise? 

A. Very orderly. No 8ign of panic whatsoever. People, I think, can only be cheracterium 
a. in a daze, at least for the first portlon of the ttme that we were back there. Bat very 
orderly, I would s.y. 

Q. Was something done in regard to a lifeboat in your pr •• ence? 
A. Yea, air. We went back and people were trying to free the boat frca the "avit. 

Q. Which boat waa this? 
A. The lif.boot. 

Q. On which .id.l 
A. On the starboard aide. We have only one on the ship. 

Q. 'Yes I 1 know. And? 
A. This appeared to be unluccessful. I jUlt looked at that moaentarily and then paid no more 

attention to it. 

Q. Are you able to tell u. what fruatrated thole .ffort. or not? 
A. No, .ir •. I really .. Dot. 
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Q. What can you tell UI with regard to tho evacuation of people on the tantail to HMAS 
MELBOURNE ? 

A. Well, we vere baek there and I would lay for about - I would guess 10 minutes. Of eourse, 
by this time everyone realized that we were right alongtlde the carrier and I think thi~ helped 
to alleviate ~ny panie which might have arilen. Then. at a point at whieh I'm not quite aure 
where it eame, people started gravitating ••• to move up what I law was the ECM deek. Most of 
the people had already left the fantail by this time. There was no one that required any type 
of first aid and everyone seemed to be moving. So I climbed up the ECM deek and over to the 
NL!..BCX.JRNE • 

Q. And what arr~ngements were made and tran.aetion. carried out when the lurvivors reaebed 
NE!..BOl1UlE'1 

A. Well, we were on the deek of }mLBOURNE and we hed quite a group by this time. I think 
mo~t of the people were off the ship by this time. And there was -An Australian officer, of what 
rank I have no ides, but I seemed to be the only officer on the deck at that time, so I asked 
him where lbe wanted us t-' go. He said. "Well, let's go down to the messdeck. 1I So he provided 
someone to lead us down snd I sathered all the people who were on the mai,n deck, flight deck, 
of MEL!Ol~ and ~ started going down there. We just kept people in a continou8 line and then 
led theom down to MELBOURNE at which time coffee. was given out and we started mustering proeedures. 

Q. Can you tall UI anything about the filling in of next of kin forma? 
A. Yes, lir. The members of the Australian Navy provided next of kin form. and were 

disper.ing them throughout ell the ~n, and requesting that they b~ filled out. 

Q. Are you aware of In erroneous estimate hIving been made 1n the first plaee and the 
rel1sons for that? That is the estimate of the number of survivors? 

n. Well, I think if you mean that perhaps more than one next of kin form was filled out, 
yes. In fact, I filled out two myself. Although I diaOtell the indivildal who give me the 
second one that I had already filled one out. it wss requested ••• An Australian officer !leid, 
"Fill one out again and we will sort them out, but we..."ant t.9 make sure "'V get one." Thh wa!'; 
requested, yes, sir. And that may have contributed to it, I am sure. 

~. And were the difficulties of determining the exact number in any way contributed to by 
~he fact that people were in different compartments? 

A. Very much so, and we can only characterize it, I think, I •• very fluid seate. Of 
course the people who were badly injured were taken directly to aick bay. Those who ~ad come 
down with me were milling around. They were being clothed. The corpsman came down and called 
for ... 11 lesser injuries. Anyone who suspected themselves of having any type of injury to please 
c~e d~m to ~ick bay. Well, this happened right in the Ddddle of the muster I was attempting to 
take, and it did ~ke it rather difficult to get one. 

Q. Until what hour did you remain in MELBOURNE? 
A. Commander, I really can't answer that. My whole concept of time .••• but I would say. I 

woul1 gues~ 2 hours. That would be my best guess, but that is very much subject to plu~ or minus 
an hour easl1y. 

G. And whenever it WillS, where did you go from MELBOURNE and by what means? 
A. well, we had the assembly of a salvage party. LeDR MCMichael, LT Dunne. LT3G Lare and 

myself got on a boat with intention of going back to the ship, to attempt to salvage disburllrag, 
other suprly and personnel records. We stopped at the UBS LARSON, at which time the LAr~ON'8 
C~nding Officer told us we were not to proceed to the EVANS until he gave us specific 
permission. We boarded LARSON. stayed there for about 2 hours, I would say, waiting permission 
to go over to the ship. 

Q. And when that time was up, how did you get to the ship? 
I look a boat from LARSON over to the EVANS. She was lying about, I would say, 100 or 

200 yards off the hulk at that time. 

Q. And when you boarded the after section of EVANS, what actions did you take? 
A. I went to my di~bursing office and opened the safe and picked up - I had two suitcases 

at the time - I picked 8S much of the money •.• Well. all of the cash, e.cluding chsn3e which I 
had and put it in the suitcases, and as many of the checks and money orders that I could carry, 
or as the suitcases would acc~date. and looked around to find any other records I felt that 
were critical and then went back to the boat and took the boat back to LARSON. 

Q. What did you do about ship's stores and ship Itorerooms? 
A. At that time, I did nothing about ship's stores and shipts storerooma, on that trip. 

I did mske a a.cond trip. 

Q. When was that? 
A. After the LARSON had come alongside the ship. I had In the meantime counted my funds with 

the Disbursing Officer of the LARSON and had turned the money over to him. And by that time we 
were directly alongSide. I vent back at that time. 

Q. And what did you do on that •• cond trip? 
A. Well, I more or les8 picked up the remainder of the items - the remainder of the money 

orders, the remainder of the blank Treasury checks and any other items that I felt, you might 
sayan second thoughts, would be critical lhould the after section sink. 

Q. 
control 

A. 

And have you 
in the ahip? '.I, air. I 

tsken 811 necessary actions promptly to account for the matters under your 

have. 
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Q. And may I ask. belide. eash. what other prineipal itemlf 
A. Wall, primarily. of eourlo, we hovo tho ropair part. whieh hove boen off-looded. They' 

heve been put into storage and Ire loing to b. at • later time turned Over to the Supply Cent.r. 
The ship', .tore itams have bIen transferred to the USS PIEDMONT. The lupply aceount1na m.tterl. 
IS far .8 repair part., ~v. bean taken care of with the Type C~nd.r. And the 'Ub.tltlne. 
item8 were .110 turned OYer to the Supply Center with credit 'laved • 

Q. Can you toll us what system i. laid down to be followod by Supply Offieerl in 0 .ituotion 
of this 1< 1nd and the extent to whieh the emer.eney provenUd you fr_ following them? 

A. Well, unfortunately, I don't think to the beat of my knowledge, there I, • proeedure. 
There la, 1 know, that we have dllcu8.ed. when I WI. at Supply COrpl School, particularly in the 
disbursing are. which 18 ana of the moat .,nsitlv. ar ••• , I recall In ca •• of In emergency the 
first thing th~t you want to •• ve is the last money list, which would, in effect, allow you to 
with this one pilc, of paper - allow you to reconstruct all the pay recorda for lach,of the 
individuals. Beyond thlt. particularly as far I. fund. are concerned, I waa unable to find 
anything in my manuals which would give me instruction. on this. Now, thil WIS a current topic 
because in casual conversation both with the Executive Officer and Commanding Officer I had 
discussed this, .ay within the last 6 or 8 waek., and 1 had attempted to determine the .n.wer 
and I had attempted to determine the answer and I couldn't find any an.wer. 

Q. Is it your belief that the instructions a. fir II you knew them were clrried out at the 
~ppropri.te time? 

A. Yes •• ir, they vere. 

Q. There il one remaining matter that I wish to invite your attention to and that Is the 
location of the potatoes kept in CSS IVANS. lir.tly, vere they Itawed in a locker structure, 
or not? 

A. No, sir, they vere not. 

Q. What a~ea did the potatoes occupy on the deck of tbi ship? 
A. They were on the port lide of the ship about 30 feet aft of the wardroom on the port side. 

Q. I show you Exhibit 41 Ind ask you if you would put I cro.1 on it to indiclte the position 
of the potatoes as they were at the time? 

The .~tnes. did IS directed. 

Q. And ~hat Is the center of an area on which was a stack of potatoes. how long, how vide 
and how high? 

A. Well. of course the area was lengthwise with the ship. The long measurement ran with 
the length of the ship. It was 12 to 15 feet long. The structure consisted of 100 pound bags 
of pot~t~es which were piled on pallets. so it was about a width then of about 3 to 3\ feet and 
I would say they were piled about 4 feet high. 

Q. And were any steps taken to contain those bags in position? 
A. Yes, sir. On the bulkhead upon which they were placed, there were hooks installed. 

There were also hooks on the deck. Over this was thrown a targe cargo net which was secured to 
these hOOKS. 

Q. Did you, when you left the ship for the first time. take with you a copy of the tlst 
money list? 

A. No. sir, I did not. 

Q. Was there any particular reason for that omission? 
A. No, sir, there wasn't. I did not have a key to my office in whieh 1 could have gotten 

this iteM with me. It·wns locked in my stateroom at that time, or in the ssfe in my stateroom 
where I kept my keys. And so I would have had to go in my stateroom, open up the safe, take that 
out, go back to the disbursing office and get the money list, which slnce we had just held a 
payday and it was stlll in the process of being cIo.ed out, could have been located .n}~here 
within the ship At that time. Excuse me, not within the ship, but within the disburslng office. 
Not "'ithin the ship itself. 

Counsel for the board (CDR Class): Counsel has no further questions of this witness. 

IIXAMlNATlON BY Til! BClIJUl (Cont' d) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q. Mr. Suhr, tn settling accounts and closing out the matters as to which you 8S Supply 
and U!sburiing Officer of FRANK E. EVANS had responsibility. what discrepancies have b~en 
encountered? 

A. Well. I was short a little bit in my cash, but on $110,000 I was a dollar and fourteen 
cents short, but •• to any other discrepancy, 1 donlt see that there vere any. 

Q. Were you able to deteradne that ship's store stock and other pilferable items in the after 
portion of the ship were then satisfactorily aafeguarded and that accounts in these matters balanced? 

A. To the best of my knowledge. Admiral, ye •• sir, they were. The laundry was used as one 
of my ship's stores storerooms. You will recall that the break was right at the laun~ry. My other 
two storerooms and my ship's store were intact although goods were d~maged within, and I don't 
believe there wes any method into thea. until I went back on after the ship came into port here . 
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Q. w .. the ..,eount.b1e .hip' •• ton operltor __ the ourvt ...... ? A. Ye., alr, he was . 

Q. In eloaing out .11 of your account., havp you had any significant .asistance from commands other thon USS FRANK E. EVANS? 
A. Ye., sir, I have. I have had 8.ttstsnce not only from the 70.8.5, 70.8.1 and ships within the squadron which have gtven a •• tstence, .8 well as the people at the base here, the lupply center for example, have been very helpful In many ways. 

Senior Member: For the record we might indicate that 70.8.S and 70.S.1 are the local Cn11aer-Destroyer Flotilla and Type Commande~ repre.entatives In WESTPAC. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Mr. Suhre 

Counsel for the board (CDR Chss): Mr. Suhr, you are informed that you have a pTot',11.g. to make 8 further 8t.t~nt covering anything related to the 8ubject ~tter of the inveRtigatlon that you think ,hould be a matter of record and which hal not been fully brought out by question. to date. Do you wish to add anything? 

·LTJG Suhr: No, .ir. I do not. 

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room. 
Senior Kember: The board will ree ••• until 1330. 

The board ro< .... d at 1210 hours, 27 June 1969. 

, 
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'!h. boud r.c ... veod • U56 bour.. 27 .boo 1961. 

All .. r."" _ •• tod with tho boud .t tho tiM it r ..... od wro I&lID _at • 

eaun •• 1 f .... tho boud: t.t it b. IIOtod for tho rlCOl'd th.t thor ..... 110 per..... iD tho l'OOII "'0 .... pro.p.cUv. wit ....... for th. iDv .. ti,.i .... 

eaun •• 1 f .... th. boud: At thb tiM. eou.. •• 1 fOl' th. loud .. 111 U ... ta .. t Co =du lUori •• 

U ... t_t C ="or VUllo ••• Itlor". 11 •••• ..." ..... called a. a witn ... .., _.01 f .... th. 
boud. _ d .. 1,. ........... d t .. tUiod .. &11_, 

IlWIIIIArIDIi IY OOUIISIL roa '1'BI IOAID 

qu •• tion. by cDUn.A' for tho boud: 

Q. U ... tan .. t ComaIInd.r 1t1 .... ". you hay. b.e c.llod ... wit ..... for thb bo ... d "" iDv •• t".U"" • 
... lch b iDquldns iDto tho dr ..... t=c ......... oundins tho collbi"" of IIIIAS IELIOtIIUIII and UBS PRAIIJt 
I. IVAIIS. b.c ..... it h ""d.r.tcocl that you have .vidanc .... ith .. y ... bt tho boud iD ito iD" •• U­
•• ti"". Undar \JI\ited St.t •• 1 ... no witn ... lIlY be c ...... llod to an.ver an,. qu •• ti"". tho an_ to "." 
... lch ma,. tand to iDcriminat. hill. ad you .. y r.fwo. to an.wer .. ,. ... ch qu •• ti"". Do vo .. und.r.tad 
.... t I have .aid' 

A. Yel. 

Q. Vou1d you It.t. your ..... your arod. anel your pr .. ent or ... haU ... , 
A. Villi ... H. Itlor". U ... teont CoaIIIood.r. ODd I .. tho S.lvl&. lnaiD.ar f .... IIorboe Clear ..... 

\JI\it _.r OHI. 

Q. ADd "" the 3rd Of .bl. 1969. iD your capacity •• S.l" ... !baiD.ar. wn )'gU .. llod u_ to 
take any particular •• ti"". with r ..... t to USS PRAIIJt I. ~AIIS 7 

I,.. Y" t .ir. I ..... 

Q. ADd .... t .. ao th.t IOUOft? 
A. The ac:tj,OD v., to proceed to thl .CeDe of the colli.IOD or wherever the rema1nlol portion of 

EVANS WII end .onduct 1I1v ... operation_ on EVAIIS ... tins iD tho •• pecit,. of tho Officer iD Olaqe 
of tb. S.lvl&. Oper.tiona. 

Q. Ani. VII th.t operation COIIIp1.tod? 
I... Y ... lir. It val. 

Q. ADd h.v. you submitted. r.port th.reof? 
A. Yea •• ir. 

Q. I h.v. ".for. _ • do~t entit10d "Po.t Salv ..... port on UBS PRAIIJt E. IVAIIS (D00154). 
oubmillion ·'f.~from CoaIIIondins Offi.ar. 1Ior ...... Clear ..... \JI\it OHI to ComaIInd.r •• val Ship. S,..t .... 
COamand. Supenhor of Salv ...... ad it 10 aorkod _ibit 86 for identifi •• tion. I. th.t tho nport 
whi.h you b.v •• u_tted of tho .IV". opar.ti"" 7 

A. Y." I:l.r. 

Q. !hi. r.port i •• iped .., ..... ViDmt III. 10 h. tho Co =dins Offic.r of your ""it 7 
A. Yel, .ir. Be tl. 

Q. Vu thb report pr.pared by you? 
A. ,.-, .:l.r. It vu. 

Q. ADd doe. eclo,ura (1), _titled. "ail'ODolostcal Nanative," accurately cI •• crib. the .vct • 
.. you .ft thm? 

A. I .. , 1:I.r. It dOli •• 

Q. ParlOraph 1 ther.fore a_. to b. baoed on iDforut"'" Dot per.onaU,. .... rved by you. To 
your _1011&. i. tho iDforuti"" _taiDed th.niD ICCIIl'.t.7 

A. I ... au. 
Q. I. it b .. od ... "aport. rec.ived .., you, 
A. y... au. It t •• 

Q. At thi. tiM I be". Itvon you _ibit 86 ad .. k you if thor. oro my additional roaarlto 
that are ra1.v .... t to tho •• lY ... ope.tiona ... ich an DOt iD.ludod th.niD' 

A. JIo • • u. I d ... ·t boll.v. thoro an. 

eou.. •• 1 f .... th. boa:d I \JI\dor tho •• circu.t...... eoun •• 1 f .... the _ tendor. _ibit 86 
-.rkod f .... idonUfi •• Uon iDto ovidenc. ad lllto th.t it b. _ttod. 

Senior _or: It..,. bo 10 lllllittod. 

Q. IJ.outonmt Cc ="or n .... ". did you _ric .... y partiCll1u difficu1ti •• iD thb .alvl&. 
oper.tion' 

A. _ th.t could bo c.Ued atr_iDuy. loch •• lv ... operetion b relltiv.1,. lIIIi_. !h.re 
.... alwa,.. difficult i ....... t th.re vorl DO atr_iDary ..... in thb on •• 
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Q. Were thar • ..,y acti .... taken prior to your arrival on tho oe .... _i.h ~.ded or mad. tho 

operatton more difficult? 
A. If 1 _y be ... l'IIIl.ttad a qu.otion? 

Q. Yel. 
A. Do you _ .ffort. _ich took plac •• t the •• lv ... oem.? 

Q. Ye •• 
A. Prio,. to fIt1 arrival? 

Q. By LARSON Peraonne1 or EVANS Per.onn.l or other tter1on. atterapt1aa to ,..'lfe •• Ivaa' _uura­
before you arriv.d? 

A. 110, lir. ~'te the contrary. W. thoo'sht the .fforto taboo by both I.AlISON end TIJoIASA per.""nel 
and po •• lbly by EVANS per-onnel th~.lve •• prIor to our arrival, definitely enhanr.ed the •• lv ... 
o .... r.tlon. When we arrived on the Icene and ma~. a prell",1nary tn.pectl"'R, VB dl.r.ovlrac4 that valv •• 
in mo-t of f'h- 'Y8teml, in fact virtually all of the ly.teDI, whi,.,h could con"uct fl00tt1ng we"era 
loto the int .... t .pac.". had been c10..... Th .. 11 val a prompt mu1 effective action taken by people 
on the lean. beoFore we did ani".. w. felt that th_ ahlp wu in -xc •• dinS1y good coadltloa when 
we arrlvacl, .,d we jnlt continued the .fforte that had be. -tarted. 

Q. Did the Ship Kap.ir F.cility h.v •• r.prelont.tiva on thi ••• lvase oper.tion? A. Y... lir. Two of tham. 

Q. Woul- you identify them pl •••• ? 
A. C_dar John Ulrich end Hr. J.ck ThOlllp.on. 

Cftun-el for th- board: ~.~l for the board hal no further qu •• tloa. of thl. witn •••• 

ElWIlIIATION BY TIll BOARD 
• 

~ .. tlon. by the .enior _n: 

Q. Hr. KlorlB, were you in CDIIInIDd of the .. lv.go oper.tion in toto or were you the principol 
technical advilor to lomeone ell. Who Val in command? 

A. Sir, the normal way of '.Iigning duties in conjunction with a .alvaso oporation would be 
to appOint an Officor in Charge of the S.lvase Oper.tion ~o val phY'ically prelant on the wreck 
or vellel to be lalvaged. And another officer, u.ually the 'enior one amonS the ,alvase ehip. partici­
patins, designated •• being the an-Scene CC>nI1IOl\der. The Vly the thing normally work. 11 .11 thole 
action. which sre taken aboard the .tricken ve ••• l ar. directed or carried out under the direction 
of the Officer in Chuge of the Salvase Operation. All the.uppcrtins .hip ..... under the cOlllllODd 
of the On-Scene Commander. Relpon.ibility for the I.lvage operation itlelf falll to the lot of the 
Officer in Charge of the Salvage Operation. 

Q. And in thil operation, your role v .. as Officer in Charge of Salvage? 
A. Yel, .ir. 

Q. And who Wal in c_d of the operation? 
A. There were two. air. Until the CO of the DELIVER arrived. it wa. COaaander Bender. the 

Officer in Charge of the USS TAWASA, who a •• umed the On-Scene ~d.r dutlel. , 
Q. And he va. then reUeved by CoaInonding Offic.r VSS DEIfIIER? 
A. Ye., lir. Sir, 1 think 1 mentioned COIIIIIODder Bender. Coaaander IIoDder i. CO of tho TIJoIASA, 

Coamander Bellon 1, CO of DELIVER. 

Senior Hl:raber: Very well. 'l'he board hu no further qu •• tI,on. of Lieutenant Coaaander lClorig. 

Coomlel for the bo.rd: At thb time Liautenlnt Coamander KlorlB, you are pr1vlledged to make 
any further atatement covering anything related to the aubject matter of the iDye.tllatian and that 
you think .hould bo made a _ttar of record in connection th.rev1ht ~ich h .. DOt boen fully brousht 
out by the queltion. you h.va bean uked. Do you have lIlychlng to add? 

Wltne.l: No. air. I do not. 

The witne" VII duly varnad concerning h1l tOltl.mODy cd withdrew &om the board room. 

Lieutenant Coaaander John L. Ulrich. U.S. Navy. vas called .. a witne •• by COUIl •• l for the 
board. was duly avorn and teltified .. follova: 

EXAMIIIATIDN BY IDUNSEL FOB. THE BOARD 

~eltion. by counsel for tho board: 

Q. Lieutenant COamander Ulrich. you haye been called .. a vitne" for this board of inv •• tigatian. 
which h inquiring into the cirCUllllltlDca' .urroundlng the colU.ion of IlIIAS )l!;LBO\JRNE and VSS FlWIII: 
E. EVANS, becau .. it h UDdarltODd that you have avidenc. ~ich ... y a .. ht the board in it. inn.ti-
sation. Under United Statea law, no vitne •• may b. compelled to ... wer my que.tlon. the anawar to 
whieh ... y tend to incriminate hill, and you may refua. to .aver my .uch queation. Do you understand 
vbat I haYe lald. 

A. Yel. 
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Q. Would you .tat. ,...... ..... ),our arad. ad ,...... pr .. at ..... a18.tiaG 1 
It.. Liutaat C:-der John L. Ulrich. 11111. I'. pr •• aU)' tho Pl ..... iDa ad l.t1lll&t"" SuperiD­

dlDdat .t Ship "p.ir racUit)'. Subic 11&)' • 

Q. ... Ulrich. tho board ... der.t&lld. th.t )'011 ... r. lavol"ad la tho •• lY ... oper.U"" of illS 
run I. IVAIIS. ..t. it 18 DOt la th.t c.p.city w _t to UlllliDe )'011 tad.)'. IIl)'Ollr c.pacity u 
PI_iDa ad l.t1lll&t1D& Superintendent of the SlF. have )'011 .t tho requ .. t of tho bo.rd eith.r _ • 
or cau.ad to be IUd. c.rt.iD .at1lll&t .... to the d .... to illS run I. IVAIIS' 

A. Yal, .b', 

Q. ADd b)' ......... r. tho .... timat .. _., 
A. Th.y wr. IUd. b)' pl_.r. ad •• t1lll&tor •• IbUippiD. cltbena ..... 10)' ... of SlF Subic II),. 

"'0 era .... loyad u pl ...... r. &lid •• t1lll&tor. iD th.ir raopectl". trad ••• 

Q. And era th.y _.ro of your d.p.rtment .t the SlF Sublc 7 
It.. ,....ir. Th.y or •• 

Q. ADd do )'011 c"".id.r th ... cDlllpltmt la their fleld of plenDiDa ad .. tS-tiDa' 
A. y .. , .11'. I cartaiDly do. 

Q. ADd do )'011 h."e the re.ult. of the .atS-t •• th.t wre _ •• t )'OIIr directl",,7 
A. Ya., .11'. 

Q. Could you produce th ... t th10 tta 7 
It.. 'II. (procaad. to h&lld do ...... t.tlon to _ .. 1 for the board). 

eowa.ol for the board: W. will ..... k them _lblt 87 for id ... tlflc.ti .... 

Q. Do you have • cop)' la front of )'011 .1007 
A. y .. , .11'. I do. 

, 

Q. Lieuten ... t ComaIoIlder Ulrlch. the dOCUMllt th.t 10 ..... __ lbit 87 for id ... tific.tlon h •• 
• break down of 8 •• per.t. ltoma of repeir for. tot.l co.t of rep.ir of $553,689. ADd III •• tS-t. 
total of $600.000. Could),ou atete .... t that ..... 7 

It.. ' ••• air. The .rrlvlll8 .t the iDdlviduel flsur •• 1 thru 8. v •• done iD • _er of v.y •• 
'l'here vere 10 planner. and e.timator. who vent abou-d the !VANS aa.d actually looked at the d ...... 
In .ddlU,on. va had other people obta1n1na retum COlt If.aure. from .f.mtlar d ...... - .1II11ar .ltuatlon. 
OIl other Ihlp. IIbere SRF bad been involved. ft. flaure. that you lee bere OIl thb ,h •• t are arrived 
at la on. of the two vay.. The hand wrltt ... DOt •• t the bot.t .... that .ay. $600.000 v .. pl.cad th.re 
by the .... lor _ iD th. Job pl ..... iDa branch. B. at&lld. b.ew .......... anb.tlonaUy. ad the 
planner. and that 1. hl. comment. 

Q. I. that to provide for cODtiDaeocl •• of the Job. that addltional _t 1 
A. Yel, alr. 

Q. Now doe. that amount repr •• w.t th. _tlre ..ount it would b. r.quired to re.tore !VARS to 
her orlainal condition7 

It.. 110. air. Th.t lo for fr_ 92 1/2 aft. 

Q. Do you h.vo eny additional .ot1lll&t •• for the r_lador of the ahlp 7 
A. Ye., .11'. 

Q. ADd .... r. were they obtainad 1 
It.. C_do. Wilk ..... who lo th. P10lllllai Officer .t SlF. had caUed IIAVSBIPS. the .. IV con.truc­

tion people. and roqu •• ted that fiaur. for replacina ill kiDd - forward of fr .. 94. 

Q. And did you r.celv. from BUSHIPS en •• timete ill .... wer to that r.qu •• t7 
A. Yel, 112. .Y ........ 

Q. ADd do you ...... cop)' of tho _ ..... th.re7 
A. Yu, .ir. 

Q. I. th.t a truo cop)' of tho ........ r ... bad 11)' alF Subic 7 
A. YI., lir. 

eoun.e1 for tho board: I would uk th.t )'ou ,i". that to th •• 1I_er and w will aerk that 
_lblt 88 for identification. Do)'Oll ha". another cop)' iD front of )'0117 

A. Ro, liz. 1 do Ht. 

Q. Would)'Oll ladlc.t. tho content of th.t _ ..... T If lt lo uncl ... Ulad. 
A. ' •• , .lr. It lo ~cla •. EPTO. It'. fro. IIAVSBIPS Syot_ -'d to Pr.old ... t IIIS1lIlV. lafo 

ClIO. OIld _ other •• alF Subl.. Th. t ... t lo "IIAVSBIPS take. par. 2 ref. (.) for .ction. III 
accordanc. with r.f. (.) IIIoVSBIPS provid •• the follov1na co.tI for illS run I. IVAIIS 00-754). 
It. It.cquloltlon - 8, 068,524. B. "plac_t - 23,000.000. C. "pair. ad lIocI.nb.tion - 20,710.000. 
D: ScraPl v.lu. - 40,000. I. (2.) buad ......... ib.lb.tion of forward ••• tion of 1M) t)'pe .blp." 

Q. ADd baaad on the •• t1lll&t. r ... lvad from lIa ... l Ship. S)'.t_ -'d ad from tho •• timete 
.ad. by )'our own per.OIlIl.l. h .... you caopl1ed • tot.l •• timete aa to the co.t. of r.p.ir. of IVAllS7 

A. "u, Ill'. 
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.Q. ADd ..... t 1.0 th.t _tt 
A. !h. tot.l wuld b. the .... of 20.710.000.00. _ with our ,600.000 wuld ... it 21.310.000 • 

eoun.n fo .. the board: eoun.al .. equ •• ta the adId .. loo of lIxhibit 87 _ 88 ..... ked for id8fttlfic.' 
Clon. 

S ... ior MIoIb ... : So IIImttlll • 

Cowl .. l for the board: Cowl •• l for the board h .. 110 further qu.atiOll8 of thl.o witll .... 

UAllIlW:IOII 11' !III IOAID 

~ •• UOII' by the .... ior ........ , 

Q. *. Ulrich. ill the HAVSKIPS 8y.t_ COIm","d ...... of 10 ....... lIxhiblt 88. tho acqullitlOll 
co.t citlll IJIclud ...... t it_ of the .hip' •• tructu ..... d .qui,.....t! 

A. I. th.t the iIIiU.1 '£aur. of • lI111iOll doll ...... ll'! 

Q. Ye •• 
A. I'. 1I0t po.itlv. of the .pacific it_ ill th..... I wuld ....... th.t it ... f .... to the tot.l 

co.t of the .Up .. it VII acc'pted by tho N.vy with .... t.v .... qui_"t _ 'quip ... th.t v •• abo ... d 
..... it v .. acc.pted by the N.vy. orlaill.Uy. ... .. .-I>ly iIIcludilla huU •• jor .. chill.ry _ thilla' 
of that nacure. 

Q. And •• ppr""llIIat.ly ..... t y ....... that! 
A. I do DOt bow. Maizal. 

Q. W.U. l.t· ........ tho .hlp v •• cOllllll. .. ioned d .... iIIa World w ... II - '43, '44. '45. W .... ld th.t 
flll\lre then be IJI '43. '44. '45 doU ..... or _ld it b. ill cu ....... t f£aur •• r : 

A. You're .. 1dns _ to read ._thins iIIto HAVSHlPS that I cannot .... l1y do. Madr.l. I wuld 
...... th.t it vu the co.t ill doU .... of the d.y of tho co.t. 

S ... ior MIoIber: I requOlt Counlal to cl ... ify tho.e polJlta. !h. board hu no furthu qu •• tlOlll 
of *. Ulrich. !he .. Exhibita •• 7 _ 88 ... y be ._ttlll. 

eoun.et for the bo.rd: *. Ulrich •• t thll tlllla you .... privl1l11Sed to ... any further .t.t_ 
coverins anythins rol.tlll to the .ubject .. tt.r of the IJIve.ti •• tiOll. and th.t you think .hould be 
..... utte~ of record ill conn.ctioo ther_th ... ich hu not been fully bean tirou&ht out by tho qu •• U .... 
... ich h.ve been .. keel. Do you h.v. anythilla to edd r 

WiCDe •• : Ho, .ir. I do DOt. 

!he vit" ... VII duly warned cOllc.milla hi. tOltmony .. d withdraw from tho bo ... d ..-. 

c-nd.r \lObert I. _'. U.S ••• vy .... ceUed ... witn'" by c""" •• l. VII duly .-m _ 
tOltitiad .. foll_: 

IIXAIIlIIArlON BY COUIISEL POll !III IOAID 

~.ltion. by COUll.at for tho board: 

Q. CoaaaDd.r lID ... you h.v. b.en c.lled ... witn ... for thi. board of iIIv •• til.tlOO .... ich iI 
lJlauirins IJIto tho circlDltonc ••• urroundins tho col11.ioo of JIMAS MELIOUIUIE _ \lSS raAIIK I. IVAIIS. 
bec ..... it 11 under.tood th.t you h.ve evidence ... ich .. y .. d.t ch. board ill itl lJI"OItis.Uon. 
UDder United Stat ... law, DO vitna •• _y be camp.lled to •• wer any aua.tloD, the .aver to which _y 
t_ to I.!>crilllnot. hila. _ you uy r.fu •• to .......... y .uch _.tiOll. Do you ""d.r.tand .... t I 
have •• lei? 

A. '1' .. , 111'. 

Q. Would you .tata your n_. your arlll. _ your pre • .,t oramil.tloo' 
A. aobart I. tt:t •• , Ce=end@Z'. 1JIllted Stat .. Raval "'III'Ve, prelea.t1y attached to the U.S. Naval 

Ship Repair racillty. Subic lay .. ch. Pl'oductloo Offic .... 

Q. Do you have my IIIdieiono1 ce ..... ity with the Ioard of Iu ..... Uon and 8urvey1 
A. y .. , .lr. I 40. 

Q. And .... t iI your _.ction with th@ Ioard of Iupactloo _ 8_! 
A. I _ ..... Uet of the Sub Ioard of Ia.paCtlOll .. d 8urvey. Suble. 

Q. And ....... id.,t of the Sub Ioard of lurvey. Suble. did you •• th ...... or c ..... to b. "'e 
cart.1JI iII.~ct""" of \lSS raAIIK I. IVAIIS aub •• quae to h.r ..... i ... l ill S"ble lay fol1ovln& • cnllldOll 
with JIIIAS MELIOUIIIZ 1 

A. T .... i... I did. 

Q. ADd have you _. any raport of th.t 1JI._tiOll! 
A. t .. ,.u. I bave. 

Q. I h .... ch. SU 8ubie - ".t. tS- ,roup I will Dot ,i". - _ ..... to .... lIISD.V d.ted the 
10th .. .lin. 1969 ..... keeI .. lIxhibit .t for identific.tion. I uk Y"U if chil 11 ~h. ro!>Ort ch.t 
you _. of your lnapacti0ll1 

A. y .... ll'. It iI. 
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Q. ADd d_ that report auuratel), ..-rUe the CODdltl.,... lID board th. USS nAB I. lVAIIS aa 
you fOUDAl th_ f 

A. Ye •• ail'. It ' • .., oplaton that 1t d ..... 

Q. Baaed .... th.t report, hu the I)oopar_t of the ...",. tabn &D)' acH .... with .... peet to USS 
nAB I. lVAIIS' 

A. I bell_ that they h .... 

Q. ADd _at la that actlon that haa ba ... t ..... , 
A. I bell.va th.t th.y h.v. cOllcur ... d la th .... c-.l.U..... !hla CIID .......... C. .... la tho form of 

a .......... lel> r.e_ded that nAB I. lVAIIS b •• crlckG froll the lIaval Itesllter. 

Q. Do you, of your ow knowled •• , know "'at actlllD 11 b.lDs t ......... th.t rac_ .... atl .... at th. 
p ....... t u .. , 

A. It' • .., undar.tondina that tho I'IIAIIJ: I. lVAIIS will ba d.c-.1 .. 1011.d .... that .h. will ba 
.trickeD from the ~ .. l.t.r. 

Q. 00 "'at dat.' 
A. I b.ll.v. the d.t. 1. the 30th of JuD •• 

eoun.e1 for th. boatd: eoun.e1 r.qu •• to that II:Iblblt 89 b. admtted lato .. U ...... 

S ... lor _Il': .. calved. 

Wlt"e .. : Mr. CDUD •• l, 1 ml.ght COrr.ct myo.1f. 1 belleve 1 •• U the 30th of .bl •• I b.lllYe the 
d.te 1. 1 July. 

eoun.e1 for the board: eoun.d throush other &vldeoce will •• teblllh the ubtenc. of the f.et 
of decommt •• 1011ina to ... lob he h .. te.tlfled. 1 belleve we will provU. b.tt.r .vUeoc. of tho •• f.ct •• 

. ' 
eoun.el for th. board: eoun •• l haa tlO further qu •• U ..... of thb wime... .11'. 
S.lor Malber: '!b. board h .. DO qua.tlem. of ec--=der ,., ••• 

eoun •• l for the board: c-a.nder Ho .. , )'OU ere edvlled th.t at thb time you are prlvU.Sed to 
make any further .tat .... t coverlns &Dythlns rel.ted to the .ubj.ct .. tter of the inve.tiaatlon ... d 
that you thinJ, .hould be mad. a matter of r.cord in COM.CU .... th.rewith, ... lob haa not baen fully 
brouaht out by the queaUon .... lob have been _ked. Do you. h.v. onythlns to add? 

Vitae,.: No, 11r. I have noth1D& to add. 

!he wittle •• va. duly warned conc.rnina hl. te.ttmoay .... withdrew froII the board room. 

L1eut_t CoaIDond.r a ..... L. Hc!ll.obael w&I ... c.ll.d _ • wittl ... by _.d for the boatd. 
rem1nded of hb pr.vlou. oath, .... teatlf1ed .. foll_: 

IXAII1lIA:rlOll BY COUIISEL POll TIlE IOAID 

queaUoo. by cDUD'el for th. board: 

Q. Lleut __ t Cc-Mnder McMichul. do )'OU recall.., qu •• tion to you cOD.cemlDa the preparation 
of • Ibt of per.oouel 011 board USS nAB E. lVAIIS .t th. time of collbl00 ... d their current n.tua? 

A. Y .. , .11'. 

Q. II&a web • Ibt b .... prepared? 
A. Yeo, .11'. 1 h.ve lt with me. 

Q. ADd are you •• tbfted .. Co It. accuracy? 
A. y .. , 11r. I 8m. 

Q. ADd tr ... _at record ..... thl. 11lt prepared f 
A. !hl. vaa dr ..... froll • ..."ie. r.cord. of th. pe ... oouel lDvolved ... lth ..... tUl 011 file s.u 

laval Bt.tlOD, Sublet 

Q. ADd .... it baaed 011 th. rKord. of the .hlp .. th.y abt" fdft .. the 'coll1l1oa7 
, , A.' !h.y were baaed 011 th. record. of the .hlp prior to the colUaion aa upd.ted .... _otated 

follovt.as the collb1Oll. 

Q. ADd you ..... atl.fled that th. u.t b .... ccunt .... pre .... t.tloo of .11 the poraonn.l .board ... 
A. Y •• , air. 00 th. d.y of the colUaiOll. aa 1 t •• tifled .arUer, .. hed 273 per."". out of 

...... 74 vera killed - 199 .urvived. !h. 11lt indlc.t •• 199 .urvlvor .... d 74 d.c .... d. 

Q. I)' _ ..... the liat pr.pared? 
A. I pr.pared It. 

eouu.e1 for th. board: llay .. have th. lbt _rked lI:Ib1blt 90 for U ... UfleatlOll .... ba.ed on 
th. t •• ttmoa)' of Lieut ..... t CoaIDond.r lIc!ll.th •• l. lI:Ibiblt 90 1. t ....... ed ... d edmitt ... c. lnto .viduc. 
11 r.quaated. 
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q,..aU ..... II)' the ... ior .... er' 

Q. Do •• tbb Ibtina Includ. tho ....... "". th.t ...... attached to UBS nAIIJ'( I. IVAIG but .... 0 ...... 
DOt phy.ic.l1y aboard? 

A. ao •• u. It do •• DOt. It iDclud ... ly tho ............ phyllc.U,. 08 board the .bip .t tb • 
tu. of DOUbi •• 

S .. ior _ ... , Exhibit 90 may b. eda1tted. 

qu •• Uou II)' coun •• 1 for the board, 

Q. Ueuteaut C-d ... Mcll:lch .. l ..... )'O\l awer. of the 'bpo.iU"" of nAIIJ'( I. BYARS ........... 01 
follov1Da tb.i ..... cu .... to Subie? 

A. I ... lir. 

Q. AIId .... t dat. dld the ............ 1 ... tun to 8ubic "" board tho DWAIGII' 
A. Wa ... tUrDed to Subic "" Saturd.,. tho 7th. '" c.1 .......... tch vu bro ...... 

Q. Salt v.t ... d_.' 
A. Y ••• Ilr. 

eoun •• l for tho board, \'b. board cc taJca judicial DOUC. th.t Saturd.,. 10 the 7th of .b... 
Wita ... , I b.li.ve .. lot iD 08 PrU.y. PrU.,. tho 6th. th ..... lo. 196. I beUev. 2 .... 

bo.pit.U.ed. CIIl. bed b_ ... l.ued al ... edy "" ..... eac,. l .. v ..... bed l.ft "" tho d.y of the 
coUbl •• 

Q. AIId ..... t d.,. did the .c ....... cU"" Of tho IVAIG .... 
A. !lOad.,.. tho 9th. 

',' 

Q. Do)'O\l ... can .... t d.t. th. bulk of tha c ..... d.parted the 1'hillpp1ae.? 
A. Yu. Il... 153 ~ de .... ted 08 the ofCIl'DOOD of th. 9th. 

Q. lIh .... did tb.,. .... rt fo,"? 

• 

A. '!h.y <i.parted from b .... "" • chartered ai .. liD ... from Cubi PoiDt to LODs leach. C.Ufo .... i •• 

Q. AIId od you know .... ac the d1lpoa1U"" " tho ....... onno1 vu "'en th.y ..... ived iD tho United 
States? 

A. Ye., air. '!'bey were all srmted bmedlate l .. ve. They bave lince, at their leave addre ••• I, 
the bulk of them. have received permmea.t duty Itatlon OZ'dnl. 

IIAlIIIIATlOII BY ftE BOAItD 

qu .. ti"". by tbe ... io .. _ ... , 

Q. Did th.y h.v ... ything to .ay about ..... t tho •• 0 ....... -.ld be. w .... they ubd to ""P ..... 
preference. ? 

A. YII •• 110. '!h.y .pent the be.t part of • d.7 with CTU 70.8.1. "'0 blml.lf va. h ..... l'UDning 
th"OUSh itam II)' it .... choic. by cholc •• with the .., upl.iDina the .v.ilability of v ... lou. bUlou. 
'!ho •• th.t ve .. e clo •• to belna In the SEAVEY .egment c""""" up we .. e told th.7 -.ld b. l .. ued .ho .. e 
duty ord..... 1 think .verybody lot bb fl ... t 0 ... econd cholc. 11 the n ... t ...... cond choice _ ... 
po •• 1H •• 

IIAlIIIIATIOR BY OOlIlISEL POll TIlE BOAItD 

que.U"". by coun •• l fo .. th. bbard, 

Q. ce .. t.In of the ..... onnal obv1ou1l,. IUff ... ed ..... 08.1 10 .... In ch. cu. of clotbing and 
perlonal .ffectl _el 10 forth. Do you bow _at act:Loa v .. tak8D to campeD,.te personnel for tho •• 
cl.w? 

A. y ... el... '!hey ve ... told b.fo ... to _ up • u.t of ..... t th.y 10.t "'U. it vu tr •• b 1Il 
thei .. Und.. lIhen ....... ived b .... iD Subic th.y put th. f ....... 1Il tb. pro .. r trlplcat. fo .... "'at are 
.. equued. In th ...... tia ... tbo .. tz.tion bed b_ received b .... fo .. the clau. to b. adjudicated "" 
the .pot by a ... p .... entaUv. of RAVSTA Sublc. who 11 Lieut ... ant c-d ... 1l'1cbOl1. To tho b •• t of 
II)' knovledl •• nary ..... "'0 l.ft ber. 08 "'.t flisht "" the 9th. bad th. bulk of bb ••• b .. replaced 
1Il kiIld ...... y ..... "".1 belODsing. or _ .... lch h. bad lo.t v .. pald to bim iD cuh prior to 
d.partu.... '!h01O ..... 011. "",0 ..... tUl b ......... lIl' .. ted th •• _ prlvU.... Mo.t of u. del.yed 
ou ... uoUl th. iDit1al ruoh vu ov .... but I b.li.ve that everybody that 11 .Ull ber. or "",0 h •• 
r_lIled bohW b .. aho bed th.i .. cle1a proc ... ed. 

Q. Do)'O\l know. folloviq cOlllpl.tloa of toda,.·. proc.ed1lll'. how uny ..... onn.l will b ... et.lIled 
b .... 1Il lubie' 

A. 110 •• u. I b.v. DOt b .... lIlfo""". 

Couo .. l for the board: 110 furth ... qu •• tlostl of CIll. wita .... t ebb tbol •• u . 
• mior _ .. , \'b. board hal DO furth ... quuUone for U.,t_t C md..- Mcll:lchul .t thb tbol. 

567 



• 

( 

eouu.l 1ft tho boU'll: tou R. IIdvi.1Id that ,.... -7 .... "7 IIddiU .... al .tat_t that ,.... thl.Dk 
io partlllaot at thb tiM • 

Coun •• l fft th. boU'll: tou .... "0DiAd1ld of tho VUl\laa .. to IIOt d1.culllaa 70\19' t •• tt.oDy ¥lth . .,.. .. 
VicuII: t ... 111'. 

Coun.al for tho board: 111'. at thh U ... _.et fft tho bo.rd b .. 110 furtb ... ¥ltD ••••• to ull. 
th-r ...... coupt. of ...... th.t ,.... ".v ... ked for aplor.UOD ""ieb ... b.va Dot b .... produclld 7.t. 
I wutd .110 IIdv1 •• tho boU'll th.t _ •• 1 for Lieut .... t (juD1or Irad.) Hop ..... b •• advi •• d coun.o1 to .. 
tb. bo.rd tb.t Uout_t (Jullfor IIrad.) RopaOD do .. Dot ¥l.h at thi. t1ae to add IDythlaa to tho 
t •• t'-v ""i.h b. b •• prav1ouoly liv.... You ¥l11 re.all th.t h. r ••• rvad UDtll 1at.r tho oppfttUDity 
to __ • tiDal Itat_t. cd .... r. IIdvhlld that h. b .. DO oueb .tat_t at thla tbo. 

S.lIfor _or: V..., ... 11. th. boU'll lIIt ... d. to d.vot. tho Dost •• v.ral d.71 to -al711. of 
th- .videac. racolvlld to dat.. th. d.t. of r •• _U ...... b .... lII~. ¥l11 b. IDDOUDced ""00 fi .... cd 
tho board b.r-nth adjourn •• 

the bo ... d adjourn..! .t 1440 hou .... 27 .JUDe 1969 • 

• 
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-EIGHTEENTH DAY-

~ The board reconvened at 0843 hours, 5 July 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board adjourned 
• were again present. 

I 
Senior Member: The board 15 now open. 

Counsel for the board: This 15 an open session of the board .. Anyone who may 
be a witness 15 required to withdraw at this time. 

Fireman Robert Lockwood, U. S. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for 
the board, was sworn, and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 8Y COUNSEL FOR THE 80ARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: Fireman Lockwood, you have been called as a witness for this board of 
investigation which 15 inquiring Into the circumstances surrounding the collision 
of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because is Is understood that you have 
evidence which may assist the board In its investigation. Under United States law 
no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the ahswer to which may tend 
to incriminate hi., and you may refuse to answer any such ~uestion. Do you under­
stand those rights as I have explained them? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Would you state your name, your rate. and your present assign~ent? 
Robert Lockwood, FN, assigned to FRANK E. EVANS. .' 

And were you assigned to FRANK E. EVANS on 3 June 1969? 
Yes, sir. 

How long have you been In the Navy? 
A year and 10 months. 

DO'10U recall the date that you were aSSigned to FRANK E. EVANS? 
January the 2nd, 1969. 

And prior to that time, were you assigned to any other ship? 
No, sir. 

And to what division were you assigned on board FRANK E. EVANS? 
"M" Division. 

Q: And what were your principal duties in that division? 
A: To work In the forward englneroom on machinery and to stand watches there. 

I also stood watch In the forward englneroom. 

Q: And what types of watches did you stand In the forward englneroom? 
A: Throttle watch, evaporator watch and messenger watch. 

Q: Were you assigned to a watch on the midwltch of 3 June 1969? 
A: Yes, sir. I stood the throttle watch. 

Q: Inviting your attention to the period of about 0300 to 0310 on that watch, 
do you recill the speed, the revolutions, thlt were rung up, being generated at 
that time? 

A: Yes, 51 r. 206 revolutions. 

Q: And to what does that correspond in knots, If you know? 
A: Off-hind I think it's 22 knots. 

Q: Do you recall how long that engine order had been rung up? 
A: No, sir. . 

Q: Had It been steady for some time, do you know? 
A: Almost all night that night we were pretty well jumping around to different 

speed changes. 

In what speed ringe, do you recall? 
Up around the same we were going at the time. 

Q: 
A: 

Q: About 22, in that vicinity? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Do you recill Iny bell slgnll about that time? 
The bell we got just before the collision was a back full. 

Q: 
A: 

And how was that received, in whit sequence? Do you recall? 
They rung It up, and we tried to answer It, but didn't have enough time to. Q: 

A: 
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Q: And what did you do when they rang it up? 
A: I grabbed the astern throttle and Peters, who was standing the messenger 

watch, grabbed the forward throttle and that's all the time we had. 

Q: Did you manage to turn the astern throttle at all? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: And what was the next thing that happened It that pOint? 
A: The collision • 

Q: How were you aware thlt a collision hid occurred? Whit happened to you 
Ind what did you observe? 

A: Well, the lights went out Ind I couldn't see very much, but I WIS thrown 
down on the deck Ind thrown up Igainst the throttle board, It the time of the 
collision. 

Q: Did you notice I clock at Inytime during this period? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: Was there a loud noise associlted with the collision? 
A: Yes, sir. The ship coming into us. That's the only noise we helrd - the 

collision itself. 

Q: And after being thrown into the throttle board, what did you do next? 
A: Well, the steam came in Ind I grlbbed hold of Baughmln. then the water 

started coming in and we said, "Let's get out of here," Ind we tried to get up the 
lldder Ind the lldder wlsn't where we thought it would be - under the hitch. 

Q: Now, which hatch Ire you referring to? 
A: The inboard hatch. 

Q: And that's on which side of the engineroom? 
A: Port side. 

Q: Is that forward or 1ft in the engineroom? 
A: Forward. 

Q: Forward part of the forward engineroom, port side? 
A: YeL sir. 

Q: The hatch runs into what, the port Plsslgeway? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And when you found that the ladder did not go to thlt hatch, what did you 
do next? 

A: We started looking for the hatch. And we heard somebody say, "Here's the 
hatch over here," and I still hid I heldset on so I hid to tlke it off Ind threw 
it Iside, and we started going for where they were. And I stlrted to get out and 
I heard Peters say. nWhere ;s the hatch?!! So I said. "Over here," and reached for 
him and helped him over, and we got out. I was the last one out of the engineroom. 

Q: And when you Slid, "they" cilled out thlt the hatch was over there, who 
was doing the calling out? 

A: Peacock. 

Q: Peacock? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And where were you at that time? 
A: I was still standing by the ladder. 

Q: What level of the engineroom WIS that? 
A: 

about 3 
Up around the overhead, the water was up to our waist and we were standing 

feet below the overhead on the ladder. 

Q: And do you recall where Chief Macayln WIS at the time of the collision? 
A: Just before he was right nelr the throttle board. But at the time of the 

collision I didn't see him until after I got out on the fantail. 

Q: At the time that yOU indiclted that you Issisted .. , Peters, was it? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Where WIS he loclted in relation to you? 
A: He WIS off to my left hind side. Where I couldn't say, because it WIS dark 

down there. I just helrd I voice Ind reached for him. 

Q: 
A: 

was all. 

Could you see Iny emergency illuminltion It Ill? 
One blttle llntern was going off Ind on every once in a while, but that 

Q: And where was this located, do you reclll? 
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A: Off to my right hand side. 

Q: Which side of the ship would that be on? A: Port side. 

Q: Was it in the lower portion of the engineroom or the upper portion? A: Top portion. 

Q: And it would have been above the water or below the surface of the water? A: Well, it was just about in the water. 
Q: You indicated that the water came up. Can you give an estimate of how rapidly the water rose in the engineroom? 
A: Well, at first it was coming in real rapidly, but then it started slowing down. And when I got out it, was about 4 feet from the overhead. 
Q: DO you recall how you managed to climb up to the hatch without a ladder being there? 
A: I just started moving my feet around and anything I could stand on I stood on. And then Peacock reached his arm down and I grabbed hold of it and he pulled me out. 

Q: Was Peacock outside the hatch when he did that? A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Were you floating on the water as you went up als~? A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Do you have any idea as to what happ-ened to the ladder, that.it was not by the hatch? 
A: Well, not at the time, but the only thing we can think is that it was moved, broke loose at the top. 

Q: 
A: 

That was by the force of the collision? 
Yes. sir. 

Q: 
a phone 
else? 

You indicated that at the time of the collision occurred you were wearing se~ and you took it off. Did that phone set become entangled with anyone 
Yes, sir, it became entangled on Baughmin's foot. A: 

Q: And how did he get out of the phone set? A: I got it off his foot. 

Q: Do you have any clear picture as to the order in which the personnel in the forward engineroom exited the hatch? A: Not a real clear picture. Like I said I was a little bit away from the hatch and couldn't see very good. 
Q: As I understand it, you were the last man to leave the engineroom, were you not? 
A: Yes. sir. 

Q: 00 you know who went just ahead of you? A: Peters. 

Q: And do you know who went ahead of him? A: It was either Peacock or Baughman, I'm not sure. 
Q: 

overhead 
A: 

At the time you went through 
of the forward engineroom? 
About 4 feet. 

the hatch, how far was the water f~om the 

deck 

just 

Q: And when you were pulled through the hatch, what did you find on the main in the vicinity of the hatch? A: Well, it was dark inside the ship too, so I couldn't see very good, and started finding my way out to the main deck, starboard side. 
Q: Were any other personnel there who emerged? 5: Well, there was Peacock out there and when I wa1 ked towards the hatch to get out on the starboard side, Peters was laying on the deck, because he was almost in shock at the time. 

Q: Did you see Mu1itsch at any time during this period? A: Once I got out on the main deck, starboard side. 
Q: Not in the vicinity of the inboard hatch, is that correct? A: No. sir. 

Q: oi d you see a man by the name of Frey or a man by the name of Fuchs in the Vicinity of the hatch? 
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A: No, sir. 

Q: 
that you 

A: 

Who were the personnel in the immediate came up from the forward engineroom? Peacock is the only one I remember. 

vicinity of the hatch at the time 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

And he was the one who assisted you through the hatch, is that correct? Yes, sir. 

Had Baughman already le~t the vicinity, as far as you know? Yes, sir. 

hatch? 
And when was the first time you saw Baughman, after you emerged from the 
Starboard side on the main deck. A: 

Q: 
A: 

And he was with Peters at that time? Yes,sir. 

Q: And could you describe for the board what injuries you received as the result of the collision? 
A: 

Q: Over what oortions of vour bodv? A: 

Q: And what is the present status of those injuries? A: They are still healing. 

Q: And at the time of the collision, how wer; you clot~ed? A: I had on a pair of dungaree trousers and a teeshirt. 
Q: Regular white teeshirt? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Prior to the collision, did you hear anything over the phones that you were wearing? 
A: No" sir. 

Q: To whom were you connected on those phones? A: The bridge. 

Q: And what circuit was that? 
A: The lJV. 

Q: Was that circuit manned on the bridge? A: Yes, sir. 

Q: 00 you recall who was manning it? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: After you went to the starboard side, would you describe what occurred after that? 
A: I stood out there for a little while and then Silvers, machinist mate third class, helped me back to the fantail. 

the 

Q: 
A: 

only 

What was your condition at this time? Well, I was pretty well scared at the thing that bothered me at the time. 
time. My hands were hurting, that's 

Q: The other burns were not apparent to you at this time? A: No, sir. 

Q: 
A: 

injured 

When you went aft, what did you do then? I stood around and waited until Silvers came personnel were to go on the MELBOURNE. 

Q: And how did you go to the MELBOURNE? A: I went up to about amidships on the starboard to the tantai 1 of the MELBOURNE. 

Q: What type of 1 adder? 
A: Metal ladder. 

back and said that all the 

side and climbed up a ladder 

Q: It was not a scrambling net or anything of that nature? A: No, sir. 

Q: It was a regular ladder? 
A: Regular ladder. 
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Q: And what treatment did you receive when you arrived on 
A: I got on board and one of the guys Came up and took me 

where they got my trousers off me and started treating 
took me up to sick bay where they treated them. 

Q: What sort of treatment did they aive YOU 
A: 

Q: What was the medicine they put on? 
A: Furicin. 

Q: How long did you remain aboard MELBOURNE? 

board MELBOURNE? 
to their wardroom 

And then they 

that 
A: I don't know the exact time they heloed me off. 
long. 

It didn't seem like it was 

Q: A.d when, they he 1 oed you off, to where did they take you? 
A: The KEARSARGE. 

Q: And you remained on the KEARSARGE then for how long? 
A: Until they pulled in on the 6th of June. 

Q: Pulled into Subic? 
A: Yes, sir. 

- Q: Returning ,to the time of the collision and the events in the forward 
engineroom, do you have any comments as to the conduct or behavior of personnel on 
watch at that time in the forward engineroom, as to orderliness, cooperation, 
assistance to each other, and so forth? 

A: Well, we assisted each other in gett-ing out,. But as far as 111l},body helping 
us, it was just people in the engineroom, we just h'elped each other to get out. 

Q: Was there any person in particular that you feel is deserving of special 
mention? 

A: No, sir, we just all worked together as a group. 

Q: ,And as to the treatment on either the fantail of EVANS or on board 
MELBOURNE, do you have any particular comment? 

A: On, board the MELBOURNE, they treated us like we were kings, like we were 
the greatest thing alive, They were outstanding to us. 

Q: Do you have any idea of where the steam was coming from, 
A: No, sir. 

Q: And do you have any idea of where the water came in? 
A: No, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: Lockwood, 
before you left to 

A: No, sir. 
EVANS, as far as I 

did you receive any first aid treatment on the fantail of EVANS 
go to MELBOURNE? 
There was no first aid treatment given there by Inybody on the 
know. 

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Fireman Lockwood. 

Counsel for the board: At this time Fireman Lockwood, you Ire giv~n the 
opportunity to make such additional statement concerning the subject mltter of the 
investigation that you feel is warranted which has not been brought out by the 
previous questions. Do you hive Inything to Idd thlt hiS not been brought out by 
the questions? 

FN Lockwood: No, sir. 

The witness was duly warned, excused, and withdrew from the baird room. 

Lieutenant (jg) Jeffery W. Covert, U. S. Naval Reserye, was recalled as a 
witness by counsel for the board, was reminded thlt he was still under oath, and 
testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: Mr. CoYert, at your prior appearance before the board, it was suggested 
that you could assist the board by preparing an annotation of certain damag~ parts 
of the stern section of FRANK E. EVANS, as to identification of different pieces of 
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machinery, piping, and so forth. I have before me a document consisting of three 
parts and which has been marked as Exhibit 91 for identification, the first part 
bei~g a ~isting of equipment and so forth, and the second two part being photographs. 
I w111 glve them to you at this time. Do you recognize that document? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: 
A: 

92 1/2, 

Would you describe what it is? 
These are two pictures of the forward damaged section of the ship at frame 

looking aft. 

Q: Did you view, personally, that portion of EVANS? 
A: Yes, sir. 

~ Q: Do the photographs present a fair representation of that portion of FRANK 
"' E. EVANS' stern section? 

A: Yes, sir. They do. 

Q: Superimposed on those two photographs are numbered tags. Would you state 
what those tags are? 

A: Each numbered tag refers to a piece of equipment or part of the ship which 
I have been able to identify, to the best of my ability, as to what it is and what 
its purpose was, as it was in the damaged condition immediately after its return 
to Subi c Bay. 

Q: And do the numbers on the first - let me start over. Do the descriptions 
of the machinery corresponding to the numbers on the first page of that document 
accurately describe the pieces of machinery identified by the numbers on the photo­
graphs? 

the 

A: Yes, sir. They do. 

Q: Do you have any additional comment as to 'this particular doc;ment? 
A: No, sir. This document was made to the best of my ability to identify 

damage condition. 

Q: Did you have any assistance in preparing this document? 
A: I went back to the ship and traced out some of the lines myself. 

Q: Did you use the ship's plans in any way? 
A: Y~s, sir. I did. 

Q: And are the pieces of machinery and other items identified on those 
photographs, to the best of your knowledge, accurately identified? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, we submit this and request 
its admission into evidence as Exhibit 91. 

Senior Member: It may be so received. counsel. 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q: lieutenant Covert, in your previous appearance, the board also discussed 
with you ~he status of the after emergency diesel generator, do you recall that? 

A: Yes, sir. I do. 

Q: At this time I would like to ask you several additional questions perhaps 
to clarify and amplify your previous testimony. Would you review for the board the 
situationas to the after emergency diesel generator immediately after the collision? 

A: The after emergency diesel started immediately, within a ver~' short time 
after the collision. I was not in the space but my stateroom is directly above the 
diesel compartment and I did hear it start. 

Q: And do you know whether or not the generator then took the load of the 
emergency circuits in the after portion of the ship? 

A: I do not believe that it took the load, the total load of the after part 
of the ship. I believe it did take the load of the after steering gear motor. 

Q: And what is the basis of your belief as to that? 
A: I base this on the fact that sometime after the collision, I was in the 

after steering compartment and the rudder had been placed amidships by electrical 
means. 

Q: Do you have any explanation for why the diesel generator did not take the 
remainder of the emergency load aft? 

A: I have a couple of opinions as to why it might not have taken it. I do 
not have any concrete proof as to what really happened. 

Q: Could you state those opinions and what their basis is? 
A: Yes, sir. One of them, after steering is fed directly from the after 
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emergency switchboard. Everything else that is fed from the after emergency switch­
board goes through a breaker. If there was a ground or a short in one of the other 
circuits such that if the individual breaker would not trip, it would have tripped 
the main breaker which would have rendered the after board useless, except for the 
after steering section. The electrical shop in the shipyard checked the switchboard 
and found it to be, as far as they could determine, in operationg condition. But 
they also stated in my conversltion with them, that there could have been a ma1-
funcation of a ground or a short, which would have prevented the lighting load and 
other circuits to take effect. 

Q: Which board are you talking about? 
A: This is the after emergency switchboard. 

f Q: To your knowledge, was the board checked for a ground or a short at anytime 
shortly after the collision? 

A: I received the word from the electrician that the Ifter emergency board 
would not take the load. I didn't pursue this any further at that time. Later on 
the chief electrician off the LARSON, I don't know his name, was asked to go down 
and check the board out and see if we could run the diesel. And he reported there 
was a ground or a short someplace in the Circuit, that we would have to clear it 
before we could make the board completely operative. 

Q: And apprOXimately how long after the collision was this, do you know? 
A: This was, I would guess, to be about 2 hours. 

Q: Was it after LARSON had moored alongside? 
A: No, sir. This was before. 

Q: Going back to the starting up of th~. diesel, the emergency diesel generator. 
What would be the normal sequence of events if the"main generator lost the load and 
the emergency generator was to take the load? 

A: When the after emergency switchboard receives a signal or perceives the 
fact that there was no power available from the after main SWitchboard, it would 
have started the diesel. 

Q:. And what would actuate that action? 
A: Well, there is an automatic bus transfer and there is a sensing device that 

senses whe~ there is no power available to the board from the after main board, which 
automatically starts the diesel. Puts on ... after steering has power available at 
that time and there are 3 or 4 light fixtures in each of the two after main spaces 
that would be activated automatically. 

Q: Under the normal setup in a steaming condition, would the after emergency 
diesel generator be connected only to circuits in the after part of the ship? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And under such normal steaming conditiQ~s, would those circuits extend 
beyond the point at which the bow and stern secTtons were severed by the collision? 

A: No, sir. Not under our normal circumstances, unless sometime in the last 
24 or 25 years, someone has miswired or rewired something incorrectly. I do not 
think that was the case. 

Q: Do you know what the setup was at the time of the collision? 
A: As far as I can determine and as far as the practice had been, the after 

emergency board was connected only to circuits in the after portion of the ship. 

Q: Is it fair to conclude from that then that the damage done by the collision 
itself would not normally have caused the ground or short that was - that Ippartent1y 
resulted? 

A: I would say it would be a logical conclusion, unless some of the wires that 
were severed up forward had been pulled through the space or pulled a connection box 
off, something like that. Not an electrical connection but it would have been a 
mechanical, the act of wires pulling out of one box could have shorted across another 
connection in the same box, something like this. 

Q: And another question on the automatic bus transfer switch. When the after 
emergency board senses a drop in voltage or the loss of the load from the main 
switchboard, Ind the emergency switchboard takes the load, does that automatically 
sever the electrical connection between the main board and the emergency board? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: SO if there is a short in the main board or any of the circuits it's 
connected to, it should not affect the emergency board or it circuits, is that a 
fai r statement? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: At the time of the colliSion, do you know whether the after main board was 
feeding power to the steering gear? 

A: Yes, sir. I won't say positively, but that is the way it was set up to be 
run. And every time I had checked it previous to that, that ;s the way the switch 
was set to feed normally from the after switchboard. 
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Q: As I understand it, the ship was steaming split-plant? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And you had a generator in both the forward and after enginerooms on the 
1 i ne? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: 
gear, is 

A: 

And it would be normal then for the after generator to have the steering 
that correct? 

they 

Yes,sir. 

Q: 00 you know what caused the after main board to lose the load? 
A: No, sir. I received word that the board was arcing and sparking. 
proceeded to secure the generator. 

Then 

Q: Was that prior to the time you made your inspection of the after engineroom? 
A: Yes, sir. It was secured when I got down there. 

Q: And when you entered the after engineroom, did you see any apparent water 
splashing on the - let me start over. Did you see any evidence that water had gone 
on the after main switchboard? 

A: It appeared wet. 

Q: It appeared wet. Going back to Exhibit 91, the diagram or the pictures. 
00 you consider that the location of any of the items marked by you is remarkable 
havin9 regard to the circumstances of the collision? 

A: By remarkable - -

Q: Deserving of special comment as to it.s loc~tion, condition, or. anything 

is number 3 on the picture, was pulled 
opinion that that is what made the hole 
line being pulled forward. 

of that nature. 
A: The main steam Y, which 

forward a considerable distance. 
up there next to the centerline, 

I believe 
It is my 

the steam 

Q: Could you show that to the board, Lieutenant Covert? 
A: ¥es, sir. 

Q: Len the record reflect that Lieutenant Covert is pointing out the main 
steam Y indicating that it was moved about 15 feet forward. Lieutenant Covert, 
just to confirm the board's understanding, did the split-plant operation on June 
3rd include both generators on the line? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And was the electrical load split between the two? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And how was it split between the two? 
A: It was split in the normal setup. In other words, it was a complete split­

plant operation. No power from the after board should have been going forward of the 
after engineroom. And the same thing forward. It should have been a clean division. 

Q: At the? 
A: At frame 110. 

Q: At frame 110? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: And the collision occurred at frame 92 1/2? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Is this a standard type split, or, I mean is there a doctrine for this type 
operation or is this a FRANK E. EVANS doctrine that split it this way? 

A: This is fairly standard operatin9 procedure. It's set up for maximum 
protection of all circuits. It's the way the Navy operates most of its destroyers, 
I would say. 

Q: Is it normal for FRANK E. EVANS to steam fully split-plant in fleet 
operations? 

A: Yes, sir. Unless we had a casualty to one of our generators or something 
like that. 

Q: This next question also calls for your opinion. 00 you think the mal­
function of either arcing or sparking of the after main board would have resulted 
from the shock of the collision, or was it the result of water only or perhaps the 
combination of both? Could you give your opinion on that? Based on your observa­
tions as well as your position as Chief Engineer. 

A: No, sir. I don't think I could. I looked at the board, the SWitchboard, 
with the LARSON's personnel and I could see ... from the back of the board, I could 
see no mechanical damage. Of course I didn't read the board out itself. 

Q: By read it out, you mean what? 
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A: Check it for grounds or short circuit or things like that. 

Q: Do you have any idea of where the water that you observed w~en you first 
inspected the switchboard could have come from? 

A: I'm quite sure it came from the outboard hatch to the after engineroom, 
which is on the starboard side. 

Q: And do you attribute that to the heavy roll taken at the time of collision? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Is that hatch normally open or closed during steaming? 
A: Normally open for personnel comfort. 

Q: What is the designation of that hatch, if you recall? 
A: The hatch itself I believe is a ZEBRA fitting. There is an outboard door -

the hatch comes up into a vestibule and there is an outboard hatch, which I believe 
is a YOKE fitting, that was usually logged open, as far as the closure log on the 
bridge. 

Q: Can it be left open when the ship is steaming darken ship? 
A: Yes, sir. 

Q: How is the light screened out? 
A: It's - the vestibule serves as a light trunk. It's painted black inside. 

We secured the one light - there was one light down below right by the hatch and 
we secured it. 

Q: Did you have any orders in effect as to what should be worn by watch 
personnel while in the fire and enginerooms? 

A: What should be worn? • 

Q: Yes. 
A: I had 

my feeling was 
that. 

Clothing. 
instructions that they all should at 
that they should have on long sleeve 

Q: Enforce what part of H? 

least have on T-shirts. And 
shirts, but I did not enforce 

A: The, wearing of long sleeve shirts rolled down. 

Q: Did you enforce at least the T-shirt part? 
A: Yes. sir. 

Q: How about shoes and socks? 
A: They are all requi red to have on shoes, socks, and long pants. 

Q: And how about head covering? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: No requirement as to head covering? 
A: No requirement. 

Q: Lieutenant Covert, in the course of pointing out the fact that the main 
steam Y was pulled forward about 15 feet - let me rephrase that. You indicated in 
pointing out to the board the features on the photos that the main steam Y was 
pulled forward about 15 feet. Did you inspect that area of the ship to determine 
where the break occurred to permit it coming that far forward, or was the line 
stretched, or how did that occur? 

A: If I recall, it broke off past that Y. It goes into another va1ving 
arrangement and it is also broken there. 

Q: Where was the break? 
A: Directly above the throttle board. 

Q: Lieutenant Covert, you will also recall that in your prior appearance you 
were asked to reflect on and discuss with your fellow officers, the question of 
design deficiencies or recommendations with respect to matters you observed 
following the co11isien. Have you had the chance to do that, 

A: Yes, sir. I have talked with - as I was instructed - talked to the rest 
of the officers present. I think my biggest, not biggest, but my sole recommendation 
would be for all ships to take a hard look at their securing procedures, in view 
of what had happened to the FRANK E. EVANS. 

Q: In what respect do you refer to the securing procedures? 
A: Securing loose gear, damage control fittings, small things like lockers. 

drawers. with the view of what can happen. Not just an easy roll. but if another 
collision did take place. I don't think this was a major hindrance on the FRANK 
E. EVANS, fortunately. I believe the gear held together reasonably well. But it 
could have been much worse I think. if some of the larger objects hadn't been 
secured as well as they were. I think we would have had more injuries in the 
after section of the Ship. 
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Q: Do you have any comment as to emergency lighting? 
A: I think, battle lanterns, I think, should be positioned with escape 

potential in mind, as far as illuminating the ~scape routes, areas such as this. 
And I think they should be all automatic battle lanterns, especially in your berting 
spaces and living compartments, rather than the manual switch. 

Q: If you made them all automatically actuated, how would you suggest that 
provisi~n be made for portable light? 

A: I think you would also have to install portable lights in the same space 
• also. But rather than depend solely on manual lanterns, to install the automatic 

type. That's what we had done in the majority of the spaces. 

Q: Were there any spaces in FRANK E. EVANS, to your knowledge, any berting 
• spaces to your knowledge, that did not have automatically actuated battle lanterrs? 

A: Not to my kno~ledge. 

Q: CO you have any additional comments on this subject? 
~: No, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: Mr. C-overt, in regard to siting the battle lanterns ard emergency lighting, 
with regard to escape po~enti aI, does your recommerdaticn imply that that was not the 
ranner in which the emergency lighting was distributed or located in FRANK E. EVANS? 

A: ~o, sir. I brirg that up as a good point as what had happened, that the 
lights were there. To my krowledge, the lights were there and available. 

Q: And you think in general they were located"in such a way as to meet the 
require~ents which existed in this emergency, or not? 

A: I think in the majority of the cases of the ones personally saw, I 
believ~ trey aid. Yes, sir. 

Q: Co you think that in FRANK E. EVANS, there wa, a correct distribution of 
lighting - of types of battle lanterns, as between manually operated and auto­
matically operated? 

A: Yes', sir. I would say we were very well off in this resrect. I had a 
progra~ in effect to replace the portabl~, manu.1 portable lights with installed 
relay operated battle lanterns. This had two purposes. One was to - it would mean 
the light would be permanently mounted and Deople couldn't pick them up to use for 
flashlights, and they ~ad a better chance of staying in their location. The second 
thing was, that they - there was no nee~ for anybody to turn them on. They wore 
there when the need came up. 

Q: You speak of the autoratic lanterns as being permanently located. Is it 
not true that in at least some cases, the relay actuated automatic battle lanterns 
are mounted in the same ~ay as t~e manual? 

A: Yes, sir. 

Q: Except for the electrical connection to the bulk ... to a c.~le attached 
to the bulkhead? 

A: Yes, sir. They are mourted identically. You can take the relay operated 
ones off if you twist the back and give the~ a good pull, you can pull the cable 
out of them and use them as a portable light. 

Q: Did that happen immediately following cellision? 
A: Not to my knowledge. No, sir. 

Q: In general, were the mounting brackets ther,selves adequate to withstand 
the shock of col1isien? 

A: Yes, sir. I believe they were. I didn't see any hanging from the wire, 
hanging from the electrical wire. 

Q: Were the number and types of battle lanterns in FRANK E. EVANS and their 
distribution in general, in accordance with type standards or were they unique 
in your ship? 

A: I think they were in accordance with the directives put out. COMCRUDESPAC 
had come out earlier, I can't recall what time, sometime six months previous to 
this, revising the .110wance of battle lanterns for destroyers. saying that it was 
up to the Commanding Officer's discretion as to how many and where he put them. 

C: If he ~anted more battle lanterns, he would have to fund them out of the 
ship's operating allowance, is that correct? 

A: Yes, sir. I think that was the only - that wou1~ have been the en1y 
stumbling b10c~ or - that would have been the only reason why ~e didn't ha •• more. 
I did feel I hao sufficient Quantity on board. I ha~ spares, and I was never 
presseo for money IS such, in damage control. 

Q: Which department has hao the responsibility fer funding lifejackets? 
A: The Weapons Department. 
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Q: So this was not under your c.gnfzance? 
A: No, sir. 

Q: In the mai" engineering spaces we ha.e received evidence that the life­
jackets were stoweo on a permanent basis to accommodate the general quarters 
personnel, is that true? 

A: Yes, sir. We had the C02 inflat&ble lifejackets in each engineering space, 
- enough for the general quarters tea~. 

Q: In light of this collision experience, do you see any desirable modification 
of that practice, in your opinion? 

A: In my opinien, No, sir. I think it was a good arrangement. The people 
knew where they were, the engineering personnel. And then in circumstances such as 

• this collision, a majority did go to the space to help secure the plant, and 
whether they picked up a lifejacket when they left again, I am not sure. I know I 
sent Eome people back dcwn to pick up - I knew t~ere were some down ther., to get 
the ones out of there. 

Q: You are saying that some people at least, whc were asleep at the tiree of 
the cellision, proceeded to their general quarters station, to assist in securing 
the plant, is that correct? 

A: Yes, sir. I don't know whether it was their general quarters station. 
SOffie of them had stations up forward, of course, but the, dfd proceed down below. 
I'm sure - I sa" 2 .or 3 of them come out, that were not cr. watch. 

Q: In your post collision inspection of the shfp, aid you discover any 
indicators that would assist the board in determining exactly how far FRPNK E. 
EVANS rolled to star~oard immediately following the collision? 

A: Th. only indication that I had that there was water, there was water in 
~y stateroom, there .as water or. the starbc.rd-~idecf after officer's ~uarters, 
approximately, it reust ~ave ~e.n about 3 feet high at one time, during the roll. 
Up forward, in t~e very forward passageway of the shfp there is a lot of lag9i", 
ano material that had ~lown out cf the forward engineroore, up on the ~ulkheads, 
a fUZlY brown celored material. And this coverec the inboard passageways fairly 
thoroughly up forward, except on the starboard side for about 5 feet to the 
starbeard sid. ef amidships, it was wiped clean as if water had come up ~nd washeo 
it cff, which ~oulo have indicated that water had gotten in there. &ut os far as 
a roll, I carr,ot- could net positively say how fir over. 

Q: How far would the ship have had to roll ih oroer to admit water to the 
6fter engineroo~t ~tarboard Dutborrd hatch? 

A: I wo.ld say approximately 70 degrees. I don't know how far under the 
ship had been pu'hed or whetl,.r it was pushed against the water and the wave 
action ro11ed batk In t~cr'e, I can't say. 

Senicr ~,em~er: The toard has no further o,"estions of ~r. Covert.. 

Counsel for the board: Mr. Covert, at His time you are ~rh"ileged to ~oke 
any additional staterent yO" desire concering the subject matter of the inve.ti­
gaticn which has not been ~rou8ht ~ut by ~revious que,tions. Do you have any 
additienal comments? 

LTJG Covert: I think I would like to say that our first concern was to get 
the people off, due to Ue rat. at w~.lch the ~hip was going down. I feel very 
confident that, had we take., the tire and felt it worth the risk ef the people 
involved, we coule have souared away the after diesel, remedied the ~roblem with 
the after diesel ond at the same time more than likely would have beer. able to 
light off the after engineering plant. It was Slc.red at the time, we would have 
had to check it out, and see ~h.t had - whot damage had bee" dene and proceed fro~ 
there. I feel that - if I hac felt th~t the ship would remain floati'9 a few more 
minutes or if it had been "cder a different circuffist.rces, single o~er.tion or 
semething like that, I'm sure that we could have lighted the plant back off and 
brought all services back or. ~oard. I did net want to take the time at that time, 
and I did not t~ink it was worth the risk to try to (cergize the after switchboard, 
to try to light the boiler b.c~ off, in view of the fact that lines could have 
been shorted out. ~e would have had to done a - check the system cut first. I 
tiit'"·t feel we had tr.at time available. 

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd) 

Questions by the senior member: 

Q: In other words. Mr. Covert, your sense of urgency was generated by a belief 
that the ship, the after section of the ship was in danger of sinking, is that 
correct? 

A: Yes, sfr. I was very concerned. It was going down at that time. We had 
a list, the forward bulkhead was starting to pant, make a cracking noise. I could 
not locate the leak up forward. I felt rather than to rfsk the personnel involved 
it would have taken to secure and light back off again, I felt the best thing was 
to evacuate the personnel concerned. On my second investigation with the LARSON 
personnel, we still felt the same, way, that the ship was in a critical status and 
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something had to be done right away. 

Q: When you mentioned just now that the ship had a list on her. Ire you 
speaking of a list to one side or the other or a trim condition, or both? 

A: Well, it was down by the forward section, which would have been a trim 
(garbled). As I stated previously it was down quite a bit by the forward section. 
And we did have a list to port, which I now believe was caused by the MELBOURNE 
b,eing alongside and possibly resting on some of the underwater damage to our ship . 

Counsel for the board: Do you have any additional comment as to the result 
of questions you have just been asked? 

LTJG Covert: No, sir. 

The witness was duly warned, excused, and withdrew from the board room. 

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess. 

The board recessed at 0950 hours,S July 1969 . 

. , 
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The board opened at 1000 hours, 5 July 1969. 

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present. 

Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing and anyone who may be a witness should withdraw. 

Commander Albert S. McLemore, U. S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board, 
reminded that he was still under oath and was examined as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Commander McLemore, during your prior appearance before the board, you testified primarily 
concerning the events preceding the collision between EVANS and MELBOURNE and you were stopped shortly 
after the occurrence of the collision for a later appearance and this is the later appearance. I 
woula therefore like to take up at that point, the narrative which you were giving to the board. Would 
you then review briefly for the board the first notice that you had that something unusual had occurred 
at about 3:00 o'clock on the morning of the 3rd of June? 

A. Going through papers which I had on KEARSARGE,I found a handwritten statement which I had 
made shortly after boarding KEARSARGE, Which was at that point my recollection of events. I have trans­
cribed that statement and 1 woul" like to either read It or introduce It, because I think it represents 
my best knowledge of the events immediately following and up through the rescue. 

- --- - -- .. - - - ~-- -

110 ~C~n you produce it at thi s time? ~~ 
A.~· Ves, sir. 

Q. Let me ask you a couple of questions about it first. Having read this statement does it 
refresh your recollection so that you can testify as to the eve~ts of your 9wn knowledse at this time 
Or does that statement represent, to your knowledge, your recollection, at that time which is different 
from what it is now? 

A. No. No, it's not sub;tantially different. I don't believe it differs from previous 
recollections that 1 have, but I think that it does possibly put In Into a better order. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances I think It would be appropriate to mark it as an 
exhibit and then introduce It into evidence. 

Q. 1 have'the statement now, which is typewritten. Is this typewritten statement a verbatim 
transcript of your handwritten notes that you made on the 3rd· of June? 

A. 1 believe it is. 1 could give you the handwritten notes as well. 

1 think that the handwritten would be preferable. Q. 
A. 

for me. 
All right. 1 would think it would be as difficult for anyone to transcribe these as it was 

Counsel for the board: We will substitute the handwritten notes as the Exhibit 92 sarked for 
indentification. 

CDR McLemore: I could probably read that into the record If you like, Captain. 

Counsel for the board: I think that would be preferable. 

Before you do 50, when was that statement prepared? Q. 
A. 

between 
This was prepared on the evening of the 3rd of June on board KEARSARGE. 

the hours of 16 and 1900 or during that time frame. 
I would say probably 

Q. Did it represent your best recollection at that time of the events that occurred? 
A. Of that time of the events that occurred. 

Q. And, to your knowledge at this time it was In accurate representation? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances we would request that it be admitted into 
evidence as Exhibit 92 and that Commander McLemore be permitted to read it at this time. 

Senior member: Make it so. 

The witness read Exhibit 92. 

Q. Based on your current recollection do you have anything to add to the events up to the point 
of your •••. of the occurrence? 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. At one point In your statement you indicated that the mast was at a 60 degree angle, do you 
.. an by that that It was rolled over to about 60 degrees? 

A. Lying over on it's side, yes, s1r. 

Q. After you were 1n the water, did you observe the bow section of EVANS up to the point of it 
sinking? 

A. To say that I actually saw It sink, I don't think So. There were three distinct recollections. 
On. of them was the ship lying over on her side at about a 60 degree Ingle. This was at Ibout the point 
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where I left the ship. I was swimming to get clear. The next one was looking back over My shoulder and 
seeing the ship completely capsized. the bow in the air. Then the recollection was nothing. 

Q. 00 you recall which bow of the ship you saw? Was it starboard or port? 
A. I believe I was looking from a port quarter aspect. In other words. I MUst have been looking at 

the port bow up over the sonar dome. 

Q. Could you see the son.r dome? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Did you see .ny personnel on the ship .t th.t time? 
A. No. sir. 

Q. Could you describe your injuries received as a result of the collision? 
A. 

extent of it. 
That really 1S aoout tne 

Q. What is the current status of those injuries? 
A. I am he.led. 

Q. At the time you entered MELBOURNE's boat and were rescued, do you recall how .. ny~perso!,nel 
approximately were in the boat at th.t time? 

. A. _ I would, strictly a guess, I would say 12 to 15. 

Q. Did I underst.nd you to state th.t you were the last person pulled into the bo.t prior to its 
return to MELBOURlIE? 

A. Th.t' 5 correct. ,. 

Q. Was the dece.sed man you mentioned. Min by the name of Glines? 
A. I assume so. 

Q. You did not identify him? 
A. I ~id not identify him. In f.ct I did not recognize th.t his remains were in the bo.t until 

the boat h.d emptied. I was waiting for everyone else to get out, and the coxswain s.id, 'That Man's 
not going .ny ij!ace. Leave the bo.t, sir.' 

Q. When you bo.rded MELBOURNE, did you observe the treatment that was being given to EVANS 
survivors on board? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you describe the nature of it and the completeness and so forth? 
A. At the qu.rterdeck area where I boarded--and .s I underst.nd it there was survivors boarding 

from sever.l different areas--from the fantail of the ship which w.s some dist.nce, but I boarded at 
her, I believe, st.rboard quarter l.dder. No, her port qu.rter ladder, I'm sorry. We were let, I w.s 
given a blanket. I identified myself and immediately went to the bridge, .5 I s.id in this st.tement. 
I w.s then take to C.pt.in Stevenson's c.bin. I was given the opportunity to shower, WIS issued a pair 
of shorts, a shirt, sandals and then went below to sickbay. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with Captain Stevenson on the bridge? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Would you state the substance of that conversation? 
A. It w.s .... 1 recall going into the pilot house and starting to go .cross and he met Ie before I 

had gotten very far and I believe I Slid, 'What happened?" because at this point I still Didn't know. 

Q. Did I underst.nd you to mean you asked, 'What happened?" or said it? 
A. I aSked, "What happened?" I can't testify as to his stat ... nt oot I believe it WIS along the 

lines of 'You hit me", but this Is based on just recollection. He said, 'I 'm so~ry" and I Ulnk I 
Slid essentially the same thing. I believe that we were very close together at this point, llaybe even 
close to an embrace. It seemed like this occurred oot it .. y have been later. He directed one of his 
officers to take Ie below and that I be taken care of. 

Q. What efforts were ... de for the comfort and care of the crew of EVANS on board MELBOURNE? 
A. After I left the Captain's cabin, and I wasn't there oot a few minutes, I went to sickbay. 

At this point I observed medical officers, who they were I don't know, working on the Signal .. n who 
had been injured, Rodrigues. 

Q. Would you repeat his name? 
A. Rodrigues. I also observed some of the people who h.d been burned had already been given 

emergency treatment. They h.d dressings and either a salve or something similar to a salve on their 
wounds and they were in bunks in slckbay. There were .. ny people being worked on by corp .... n types for 
lacerations, etc. I was able to determine that the only one that they were very concerned about at th.t 
point was Rodrigues and I went in to see him .nd he was unconscious at that time. The crew was in one 
of MELBOURNE's Messes. I don't know whether it was a petty officers' .. ss or a ratings' mess, but MOst 
of them were there and they had coffee. They had been Issued, either .•• those that needed them had been 
issued either RAN dungarees, shorts and shirts, or the coverall type uniforms. Generilly In MOving 
around through the crew and talking to the survivors, everyone w.s of course confused. I think some­
wh.t in a state of shock to the extent that I don't think was unexpected, oot no one had anything oot the 
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highest prlise for the wly they were being trelted. 

Q. Could you describe the manner in which a muster of the suryiYors WIS compiled? 
A. There did not seem to be a centralized mustering station. In other words, each man was not 

taken to a deSignated spot and mustered. In fact as crewmen came on board, in some cases they were 
led off by MELBOURNE crewmembers to get dry clothing. The mustering was done by the Executiye Officer 
and some of my personnel petty officers asking each man to fill out a nry short form which asked his 
name, rate, seryice number and next of kin. In retrospect I don't belieye that there was any method 
of definitely determining when a man had been mustered. In other words, I tlg wasn't hung around his 
neck or something which said, "I have been mustered, don't do it again." We Illy hlye gotten some 
duplications. 

Q. Is that how you would account for the erroneous figure that was first compiled? 
A. Yes, sir. It is. 

Q. Duplication of survivors? 
A. Duplications. Yes, sir. People were told to fill out I sheet of paper and they didn't 

recognize that they had already done this or it didn't occur to them that they had already done this 
and as I result there were more pieces of paper than there were survivors. 

Q. At one point you indicated that you SIW your Executive Officer and indicated your desire to 
return to EVANS and were informed that a sllvlge party had already gone. Did you make any Idditional 
attempts to return to EVANS yourself? ... . ." ..... . --.. .. -- . . . __ . 

. A. 'Yes. sir. I did, and Captain Stevenson .advised that I not return io EVANS. lie fJ!lt..that ... 
there were enough people there, and by this time the Executive Officer had departed for. EVANS, and he 
knew that Admiral King was coming and that I should probably stay and meet.Admiral King. 

Q. How long did you remain on board MELBOURNE? ,. 
A. I was on board MELBOURNE until we disembarked at lbout' 1000 . . 
Q. To what ship did you proceed at that time? 
A. To KEARSARGE by small boat. 

Q. And you remained there for now long? 
A. Until arrival at Subic' Bay on the 6th.· 

Q. Subse~nt to the collision, can you state to the board the disposition that has been IIIde of 
USS fRANK E. EVANS? . 

A. Yes, fRANK E. EVANS was on the 12th of June ordered by the Chief of Naval Operations to be 
decommissioned on 1 July. 

Q. Do you have the official documentation of that? 
A. Yes, I have. 

Q. Could you produce at this time? 
A. Yes, sir. There are three messages which apply. CNO to CINCPACFLT, date time group 122025Z 

of June 69; second, from CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHFLT and COMCRUOESPAC, date time group 140244Z June 69, 
in which COMCRUDESPAC was directed to decommission fRANK E. EVANS, and a third message from COMCRUOESPAC 
to CO fRANK E. EVANS, date time group 242219Z of June b9, in which I was directed to carry out the 
decommissioning. . 

Counsel for the board: Could we have those three messages collectiYely identified as Exhibit 93 
for identific.tion? They are' submitted to the board at this time with the request that they be admitted 
into eyidence . 

. A. To finish answering your question, the ship was decommissioned on 1 July IS directed, Ind was 
turned over to SRF, Subic Bay, for disposition as directed by Chief of Naval ~perations. . 

Senior member: Counsel, these documents may be admitted as Exhibit 92. 

Q. Going back to the time at which you were getting out of your sea cabin, do you have any idea 
which way you went out of your sea cabin? 

A. The statement which was based on my best recollection said that I believe that I went out the 
Ifter bulkhead. I have give a great deal of thought to this, and I honestly don't know. 

Q. Would that be in the direction of CIC? 
A. Yes, sir, it would. 

Q. Do you recall your orientation with respect to the main battery director trunk at that time? 
A. No, sir. I don't. 

Q. Did you see any other personnel at the time you were exiting in the immediate vicinity? 
A. Yes, sir. I did. I saw a couple of men ahead of me, bOving up. I think they were radiomen. 

Q. Did you identify any CIC personnel or equipment or anything? 
A. No, sir. I could identify absolutely nothing until I got to the exterior and saw the mast. 

Q. At this time, Commander McLemore, I haye two photographs which I haye marked Exhibit 94 for 
identification which purport to be of the forward section of the flight deck of HMAS MELBOURNE with 
certain debris thereon. Haye you previously seen those photographs? 

A. Yes, sir. I have. 
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Q. Could you describe what they depfct to you? 
A. The ffrst one 15 a close up view and I would think probably the port forward corner of 

MELBOURNE's flight deck with wreckage on it. This wreckage is definitely identffiable as the open bridge 
top of FRANK E. EVANS. with the signal brfdge wind screen·.the top of the open bridge--which fs in 
complete enough conditfon that we can ident1fy the orientat10n of it. 

Q. Have you hid the opportun1ty to mark the pfeces whfch you Cln fdentffy? 
A. Yes. sfr. I have . 

Q. Have you done so on those two documents? 
A. I hive. 

Q. 00 they in your view .... Do the markings which you have put on them Iccurately represent the 
equipments and parts of the structure which you can identify? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Have you had any assistance fn this project of fdent1f1ng those equ1pments and pieces of 
wreckage? 

A. Yes.s1r. Lieutenant Commander McMichael, Lfeutenant Dunne. and Lieutenant (jg) Covert. vfewed 
these after I marked them up and they agree substantfally that this fs correct. There amy be some 
question as to how. for example, I identify a partfcular pfece of lffeline or handrail. as a port side 
handra11. I Cln do this as there are certain features that allow uS to fdentffy this definftely as a 
port lffera11 as opposed to a starboard lfferafl. I am confident that these. are marked correctly. 

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances we submit these two pfctures as bhfbft94 and 
ask thefr admfttance fnto evfdence. 

Senior member: So received. 
• Ie 

Q. With respect to other specific equipments Ind structures of EVANS. could you provide the bOlrd 
wfth your best recollection as to the followfng: ffrst of all. the location of the ASW Group ONE bldge. 
where ft was located or painted on the structure? 

A. It was on the 02 level. outboard bulkhead. immediltely outboard of the peloruses. port Ind 
starboard. 

Q. How was ft mounted on that structure? 
A. Pafnted on that structure. 

'I 
Q. Painted? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. I show you Exhibit 41 which is purportedly a picture of EVANS and ask you to ",ark a "Z" by the 
ASW badge on EVANS. 

A. (Witness did as directed.) 

Q. Do you recall where antenna couplers were mounted in the vfcinity of the br1dge of EVANS? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Could you describe them. please? 
A. Yes. sir. There was a WRTI antenna coupler (fdentified by letter "A"). "B" is In AN/WRT-2 

coupler. "B" 1s either a WRT2 coupler or URC32 coupler. I am not sure which. 

Q. Dfd FRANK E. EVANS have wooden deck gratfngs on the brfdge? 
A. Yes. sir. She dfd. 

Q. Dfd you see any of them fn the water after you left EVANS? 
A. No. sfr. 

Q. I believe you safd the you saw a man's leg fn the wreckage IS you were leavfng. 8y what light 
were you making these observations. that and the other things you saw? 

A. There was some moonlight. 

• Q. Was there any artificial fllumination that you know ff? 
A. No. none whatsoever. I do have rather rapid night adapt10n. and of course I came out of a 

dark compartment as well. It was whatever light was naturally ava11able. there was nothfng art1ffcal. 

Q. Dfd you see either Lfeutenant (jg) Ramsey or Lieutenant (jg) Hopson either fn the water or in 
the boat at the t1me you were in either the water or gofng to MELBOURNE in the boat? 

A. No. sir. I didn't see them until after I was on board the MELBOURNE. 

Q. D1d you see them after you got on bolrd MELBOU~jE? 
A. Yes, sfr. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with efther of them? 
A. Not other than, "Glad to see you." 

Q. Dfd efther of them make any remarks about what had happened to you? 
A. No, sfr. 
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Q. Old you ask them what had happened? Either of them? 
A. No, I didn't. For some reason .••. Of course you recognize at this point that I now knew, before 

I saw them, that there had been a collision. For some reason which I really can't pin down, very early, 
even though I WIS most curious and concerned about what had happened, I didn't permit myself to go into 
details with any of my people just because I felt that it wasn't the thing to do at that point. I think 
when I first saw them I was more concerned with finding out how many others had survived and with getting 
a muster and seeing the people in sickbay. No, I didn't talk to them about the events. 

. Q. Commander Mclemore, in your prior testimony before the board you indicated that your Captain's 
Night Orders were prepared on a standard COHCRUDESPAC Form. I have before me a copy of COMCRUDESPAC 
General Form 5000/1 (Revised 10-62) which I have marked Exhibit 95 for purposes of identification and 
I submit it to you at this time and ask you to examine It. Is that the form which you used on board the 
EVANS? 

A. This is the Form which was used for the daily Captain's Night Orders . 

Q. In addition to that, what else was in the Captain's Night Orders? 
A. This was In a hard covered book which additionally included the Captain's Standing Night Orders. 

Q. And they were in the same hard covered book, Is that correct? 
A. That's correct. There was also a signature page for all watch officers, CIC watch officers, CIC 

leading petty officers, to have signed their reading and understanding of the Standing Night Orders. And 
of Course the Daily Night Orders were initialled by the watch section in the spaces provided. 

. . .Q. And we have previously admitted as Exhibit. 13 what was identified .1IS the Night Orders in .effect_ 
subject to certain pen and ink changes,ls that t~ same document which. wastn the ~~mehard .. covered -
book as the Daily Night Orders? 
·A.No,sir. I believe you have the orie that was, one t~at fs notmarlied upto·thfs·degree:-·Thfs·­
is the Executive Officer's working copy with working revisions. I believe you have a different one, do 
you not? ~ 

Q. That;s the one that you provided us previously as the one that was under revision. 
A. Now all the changes that are here were not in the bridge copy. 

Q. That is the board's understanding; that's correct. The typewritten portions of the document 
which you have in front of you was what was posted in the hard covered book on the bridge, is that 
correct? . 

A. That is correct. 

Counsel fo'~ the board: At this time, sir, counsel would ask for the admission of Exhibit 95 for 
identification into evidence and would also request that rather than reproducing the entire book for 
the permanent record of the board. that since every page is identical. the record contain only the 
cover sheet and the standard left and right pages of this book. 

Senior member: Make it S0, please. counsel. 

Q. In your prior testimony concerning your Night Orders you also described the circumstances under 
which you should be called during the night as I recall. Did you have any experience with any watch 
officers who did not call you under the circumstances you had prescribed? 

A. I can recall only one incident. This involved an officer who no longer is attached, wno was 
detached before the incident now under investigation. He did not call me one night for a particular. 
evolution and he was cautioned very strongly about this. 

Q. Was there any repetition of that by that officer? 
A. No, 5ir. 

Q. Was It your practice to review the quartermaster or deck log each morning to determine the 
evolutions which had occurred during the night? 

A. No. 

Q. When did you review the deck log? I 
A. I would examine the deck log from time to time for specific things. I can't really say that 

there was a set pattern to this. Then of course the deck log was reviewed in detail at the end of each 
month prior to the submission to the Chie~ of Naval Personnel. 

Q. During the course of those reviews did you ever find that there were evolutions occurring 
during the night of which you were not informed? 

A. No, I don't believe 50. 

Q. Other than the one that you previously mentioned? 
A. I don't believe 50. 

Q. At the time of the collision on 3 June, 
of the Deck? 

how many of your officers were qualified as Fleet 
Officers 

A, Five. 

Q. Would you name them, please? 
A. lieutenant Dunne, lieutenant Covert, lieutenant Hiltz, Lieutenant Ramsey, and Lieutenant Bowler. 

Q. How many sections was the watch divided Into on 3 June? 
A. Four sections for officers. 
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Q. How were the watch teams--CIC, bridge--balanced to ensure the strength of the various teams? 
A. The Senior Watch Officer, Lieutenant Dunne, prepared the watch bill each time for an underway 

evolution to maintain the continuity of training in CIC and on the bridge. This was reviewed by the 
Executive Officer and myself prior to being published. 

Q. Was there any conscious effort to balance, for example, the newly qualified Officers of the DeCK 
with a more experienced CIC watch officer? 

A. Yes, very definitely. In fact, the relative strengths of the watch teams were a matter of quite 
a bit of discussion from time to time . 

Q. Evidence before this board would indicate that a the time of the collision the officer watch 
team consisted of Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey as Officer of the Deck, Lieutenant (jg) Hopson as Junior Officer 
of the DeCK, Ensigns Brandon and Armstrong as CIC Evaluator and Gunnery Liaison Officers, respectively. 

• A. Go over that last again now. 

Q. Brandon and Armstrong? 
A. Armstrong was CIC watch officer and Brandon was GLO. 

Q. I thought it was the reverse, but maybe my recollection is wrong. You can correct me if my 
recollection is incorrect. 00 you have a recollection on that subject? 

A. Brandon was GLO. 

Q. Brandon was GLO and Armstrong was Evaluator? 
. A. Yes, sir. 

-- - -
Q. Would you comnent on the strength of that particular watch team? .. . . ~~._. 
A. Ramsey was one of the longest term bridge watch standers on the ship, from the standpoint of 

total months on board and total months of bridge experience, either as a 000 or JOOD. He was one of 
the more experienced officers as was Lieutenant .Hopson as a junior officer. Ensign A~strong, although 
short in time as a commissioned officer, was an ex-ET, had a lot of time iri CIC, had been in submarines 
prior to coming to FRANK E. EVANS, had what I considered exceptional talent, and understood Combat very 
well. Brandon was probably one of two of the most promising junior officers on board. He had an 
excellent feel for shiphandling, he was a fine leader, a fine performer, and had this not occurred he 
would have moved up to the number two spot in the Weapons Department. 

Q. Would you correlate your statement that Ramsey had the most total experience with the fact that 
he had only recently been qualified for Officer of the DeCK Underway Fleet Operations? 

A. In an!Wering that I would have to discuss performance and this infringes on the Commanding 
Officer's legal position with respect to fitness reporting. .1 would like not to answer this in open 
.session if that is agreeable? Only because of the recognized legal position of an officer's performance 
report. 

Senior member: The board would like to have your views as definitively as possible concerning 
the qualifications of the officers on watch on the midwatch on 3 June. The board believes it needs to 
have your view as to the performance of those officers and their potential. 

(At this point, because of mechanical failure of recording equipment, a short portion of the 
verbatim transcript was missed. The following precis of the witness's testimony was made from notes 
made by members of the board. Content was checked for accuracy by witness.) 

Witness stated that LTJG Ramsey had been in EVANS for 16-18 months, 14 of which had been served under 
witness's command. In the six months before the incident LTJG Ramsey had come along well, and had been 
standing 000 (F) watches for some 3 months before the incident. LTJG Ramsey had failed the ship's 
000 Qualification Board's examination the first time he had come up. 

(At this point, after conferring with counsel, the senior member announced that since the evaluation 
of an officer' 5 performance is regarded as "For Official Use Only" by the U. S. Navy, further questions 
along this line would be pursued in closed session.) 

Witness testified that he recalled a dinner party given by Captain Stevenson during the in-port 
phase of Sea Spirit in Nanila. He did not recall a serious discussion of the subject of the dangers 
of an escort-carrier collision. He did remember a comoent by Captain Stevenson that, ·We just cannot 
afford another collision." He regarded this as "more or less an aside." 

In response to a question as to whether care in signalling was discussed at the dinner, witness 
stated that in this connection Captain Stevenson had remarked, "When I take you as plane guard, I will 
drive you." Witness understood this to mean that Captain Stevenson would signal each move required -
to go astern of MELBOURNE, to go to ResDes station, and to return to the screen, each as desired by 
the carrier. Witness said this was what Captain Stevenson had said and this was what happened. 

Witness did not recall that HMAS MELBOURNE's "Escort Handout" was discussed at the dinner in 
depth if at all. The Escort Handout had been aboard FRANK E. EVANS, however, and it was discussed in 
depth among his watch officers. 

Witness was asked if as a result of the dinner party remarks he had passed on the need for care 
to his watch officers. Witness replied that he had not done so specifically as a result of the dinner 
party but routinely cautioned his officers on many subjects. 

After being reminded of his previous testimony that he recalled taking rescu~ "estroyer station 
only once during the period from the end of replenishment on 2 June until midnight and informed that 
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signal logs indicated that this has had occurred three times, witness replied that he could only remember 
once. However, there were a lot of days and a lot of nights. He was sure he was informed of them and was 
probably on the bridge for them. He said he would accept the 109 evidence. 

(At this pOint, the verbation record resumes.) 

Q. Do you recall what types and In what numbers life rafts were installed on bolrd EVANS? 
A. I believe that I had 21 Mark V rafts, 15 ~n clpacity • 

Q. And where were they stored or installed? 
A. This is, of course, adequately covered in the ships plans, but from the recollection as I have 

it, I had five on the port side of the forward superstructure which would be In the Irea of the bridge 
and just Ibaft It. SpeCifically, one of these was installed on the bulkhead outboard of the Mark 25 
radar room which would be just below the bridge level and a little bit aft of the pilot house. Four 
were Installed in baskets just below the Signal bridge railing on the port side. Four were installed r 
on the starboard side of the signal bridge which makes a total of nine forward. Six rifts .Ich were ; 
stowed on the port and starboard sides of the after superstructure, part of them close to the 
electronics countermeasure antenna installation, and some a little forward of that. But generally broken 
into two groups and about evenly split port and starboard. 

Q. Do you recall how,often those life rafts were tested? 
A. Sir, the rafts were removed from the ship and given a full test, Inflation, and repacking 

right at the end of the overhaul period which would have made, it about late August or"earlySeptelllber 
1968. ' --- --_ .. _-- .... _- -_. 

- -il. -Were any shipboard tests conducted? : ".~'-,-,,-. ,- ~~, --
A. The,'e were no shipboard tests per se except checking of the CO2 bottles. 

Q. Do you know how often that was done? 
A. No, I don't. I would have to check the planned .. intenance system and I haven't had the 

opportunity to do it. 

Q. Was it your practice to check that frequently on board EVANS? 
A. That specific thing? 

Q. Ves·. 
A. To say ,ffinnatively check it, no, but to be advised of what areas we were deficient In In 

.. intenance, ye\'. " 

Q. Whose function was it to check it? 
A. The First Lieutenant's. 

Q. Do you know the results of the tests conducted by the shipyard in August that you referred to? 
A. Yes, sir. I had some defective rafts and as a result of that I had some replacement rafts 

brought on board. When I left the shipyard, I had 100 percent good rafts. Also the hydro-stltic 
releases were checked and tested at this same time. 

Q. At this time, Commander McLemore, I have marked as Exhibit 96 for identification purposes a 
copy of OpNav Form 9010.2, entitled 'Ships Characteristics Card' purportedly for USS FRANK E. EVANS, 
and I show it to you at this time, Does that represent the .cst recently submitted Ships Characteristics , 
Card for FRANK E. EVANS? • 

A. This reflects the Ship's Charlcteristics Card for the ship through the overhaul of 1968. Yes, 
~ir. 

Q. To the best of your knowledge is It coop1ete and accurate? 
A. To the best of my knowledge, yes, sir, it is. 

Counsel for the board: Counsel submits Exhibit 96 and requests that it be admitted into evidence. 

Senior lEmber: It is so accepted. 

Q. Commander McLemore, I would like to return to I subject we discussed earlier concerning the 
taking of rescue destroyer station or column astern of MELBOURNE during the interval we discussed 
from the completion of replenishment until midnight or thereabouts, Vou said that you would probably 
have been on the bridge. Can we find out from you what maneuvers you would feel that it was your 
duty to go to the bridge for--just the movements from the screen to the column astern or would It 
Include IOvements from column astern out to ResOes station and back or what would It Include? Could 
you give us 'your practice in that regard? ' 

A. The practice was for the Officer of the Oeck to call Me and explain our position relative to 
the carrier and what his intentions were for going to station. I wasn't on the bridge 100 percent Of 
the ship's movements to or from ResOes. I was for the "jorlty of them. It WIS largely a matter of if 
it WIS I strlight shot to or from station, in other words, not a multiple course change .. neuver with 
sife CPA's, I wlsn't .lways on the bridge. The majority of the ti .. I was. 

Q. Does that mean that you made the decision upon being called by the Officer of the Oeck? 
A. Made what decision? 

Q. Whether or not to go to the bridge? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q, That decision is not left to the Officer of the Deck IS to whether to cill you or not? 
A, The Officer of the Deck had to call Me, 

Q, Would your decision depend on which officer had the watch? 
A, No, I don't think so, It may have to some extent, but primarily it was based on the relative 

poSitions, the relative speeds, that were going to accrue and the difficulty Of the maneuver, 

Q, Would it depend on whether it was day or night? 
,., Yes. . 

Q. How would day or night affect your decision? 
A. I very definitely prefer to be on the bridge for night plane guard, particularly at darken Ship, 

Senior member: We will have a brief recess . 

The board recessed at 1120 hours, 5 July 1969, 

., 
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!he board opeDed at 1126 hour., S July 1969. 

All perlonl connected with the board vho were pr •• ent when the board rece •• ed were 1,lln praaent. 

Senior Metlber: The board 11 open. 

CDR Albert S. MCLemore, U. S. Navy, va. racalled ... vitn ••• by counlel for the bOlrd, VI. 
reminded that h. v •• Itill under oath and t.ltified '1 follow.: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR TIlE ICARD 

Questions by counsel for the board: 

Q. Returning briefly to the lubject of 1iferaftl, when you vere in the vater did you .ee any 
liferaftl at all from Iny lauree. in your vicinity? 

A. No, lir. Not while I VI. in the water. I did lee rafta afeer I v •• aboard MELBOURNE. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
A. 

believe 
cl •••• 

Q. 
A. 

And did you recosnize any perlon. in the vater with you, while you vere in the vater? 
No, air. I did Dot. 

You could ten who they were? 
No. I believe that • couple of the people on the fender with me were radio.en. ADd I 
I could, that I have at thi. point identifi.d one of them, a. to who he va.. A •• cond 

Who va. the t·' 
I can't recall hi. name rilht nov, but I could if I went back over the ro.ter. 

Q. Coaaaa.der McLemore, in connection with the d.cOlllD.iI.ioninl of FRANK I. EVANS, hlv. you 
pr.pared certain me •• age. which .ummarlze the .tatu. of ~~.covery of mat.rial., .alval~ of lupply 
and .hip' •• tore material and oth.r thlft&. of that natur.?·· , 

A. I have prepared lome, but the majority of the .... age. which have been prepared in tht. 
lubject, were prepared by C~der Nel.on Jack.on, who 1. CTU 70.8.1. and Who va. appointed by 
COMCRUDISPAC a. hie ... nt to a •• i.t in the adDdni.tratiOft. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 
70.8.S, 

A. 

W.re the ~ •• age. that he prepared ba.ed Oft information co.piled by you and your crew? 
Yea, .ir. Primarily. 

ADd have you had a chance to r.view the ..... e. either prepared by your .hip or by CTU 
a. to their accuracy and complet.n ••• ? 
Ye., .ir. 

Q. I, at this time, live you 3 ~".Ie. which we will mark Exhibit 97 for identification and 
a.k you if they adequately .ummarize the .ubj.ct th.rein, which I hive briefly outlined? 

A. Y... In particular SITREP 3, from CTU 70.8.5. which vent out the 29th of JUne, i. a 
r.latively compl.t •• ummarization of all the action. taken up to the tiae of decommll.ianinl. Of 
cour •• there are a.ny references in thl ....... e. which 10 into further detail. 

Q. !hi ....... e 1. complete and Itanda on it. own feet a. I underltand? 
A.. Ye., .ir. 

Coun.el for the board: COun.el will accordinaly .. k that theae three _ ....... collecti .. ly, 
be edmitted .. Exhibit 97. 

Senior Menber: So received. 

IXAHINATION BY COUNSEL POR THE ICARD (Cont'd) 

Que.tian. by cDUn.el for the board: 

.. Q. CoaIander McLealor., turnlnt: .. ain to the qu •• tian of your practice of gOiDl to the bridge 
or particular evolutions, a. a follow on to that. what were the criteria you applied for .t.tioninl 
your.elf on the bridge, during fli8ht operation. when FlANK E. EVANS wa. a •• ipad a. RESDES 
d •• troyer? 

A. A8 far a. being per.onally on the bridae durina the t~ the Ihip va. 1n BESDES, after we 
had lotten lnto atation and .ettled down I had no particular criteria for th1.. I va. on the bridle 
a .reat amount of the time. On the other hand I didn't have a firm unbending philo.ophy that I had 
to be there the _tire time that the .hip uaht be in USDES .tation. 

Q. WOuld it be your practice to at teut be there part of the tilDe? 
A. I would .ay I wa. probably there on .oBt occa.ioa., but there .iaht be occa.ion. ari.e when 

I wouldn't 10 to the brtdle for a particular RESDES evolution - if I vere occupied el •• where at the 
_to 

Q. 
A. 

WOuld you alvay. require that you be called when fllaht operation. vere occurring? 
No. MAybe your que.tion i. aot clear to.e. If I were the r •• cue d •• trayer? 

Q. Y ••• 
A. Y... If I vere DOt the re.cue de. troyer, ao. 
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Q. Commander MCLemore. having had your ahip 80 through thi. experience and having ob'erved 
the POlt colli.ion matter. of re.eue and •• lvea. and 10 forth, do you have any IUlge.tiona or 
recommendationl •• to delign deficiencies Dr dea1gn improvements that could be made to better 
prepare a ahip for luch • catastrophe? 

A. I'ye of cours. given lome thought to Chil. I wa. aomewbat dll.ppointed at the performance 
of the lnfl.table life •• vins equipment on the ahip. But in retrospect at this pOint, I don't 
think it'. anything but what Ihould have been expected. The port rafts were of cour...... the 
port forward raft. were, I ex~ct. destroyed, during the colli. ion. The port after raft. were, a. 
I .ee it. damaged by the impact with MELBOURNE. when the .hip came in. That area of the Ihip where 
those r.ftl were wal pretty well mangled, the port lide after Itack and the EOM deckhoule ar.a. 
The Itarbo.rd rafe. aft apparently performed when they were launched. I don't know whether the 
Itarboard forward raft. released or not. There i. no way that I can tell thi.. But with the rapid 
capsizing. I would think it some question whether or not they would. And this le.vel ~ to wonder 
if our polit1on1ng of raftl in deltroyer type. Ihouldn't be looked at. On the other hand with the 
criteria we have for Inltalling raftl, I don't know where elle you could put them. There'. jUlt 

• 10 many placel they can be inatalled and they have to be up high enough that they .re liven lome 
degree of protection. I think that the factora which dictated their placement on this .hip were 
the lame factor. that probably contributed to their not performing well, or not performing a. 
intended 1n this particular .ituation. Another factor that - new .ubject. 

Q. Ju.t to clarify one point. I a'sume you mean now that they were in the direct path of 
colli.ion, which .. ant they were either entangled in the wreckage or ~y.ically mangled or destroyed 
by the impact, i8 that right? 

A. Yas, .{r. 

Q. II th.t the correct interpretation? 
A. Ye., lir. 

Q. You aay proceed. 
A. The lecond factor i8 one of emergency lighting. The indications that I have from 

Q. Before you get to that, may I interrupt? 
A. Ye., .ir. 

Q. To return to life~.fta for just one more que.tlan. You indic.ted • veIl. what evidence is 
there .vailable to you that the rafts did not perform well as you implied by your answer? 

A. Maybe performing well is not a very good choice of wordl. There didn't seem to be a. many 
liferaft pa~kages in the wateY in the .rea of the shin a. you would expect to lee. And whether or 
not in the darkDell they couldn't be recognized because they are a dark package and as a result 
th.y we~en't laflated. I really don't know. But 

Q. You are basing that then on what you saw from your pOlitlon in the water? 
A. Yes. sir. 

Q. And returning to illumination then, would yon continue? 
A. I think that the emergency relay lighting, and by relay lighting I mean battle lantern, 

which come on automatically on the loss of regular lightlng circuitl. performed quite well during 
thi. incident. Evidently, the me.a hall ar.a wa' well illuminated or adeQUately illuminated for 
pur~.es of agresa. But I think one facto~ whi~h .hould be looked at is our policy with regard to 
placement of emergency lighting. In that there are leveral factors. One is when a ahip ia 
originally built, the emergency lighting is placed. And a. the ahip is DOdified. BOre equipments 
are added, new black boxes are installed, the emergency lighting in .ome c •••• become. quite 
dilplaced from it. optimum location. Allo emergency lighting i. pr~rily predicated on the 
illumination of battle stations. aa oppo.ed to area. that are normally occupied durinS a non-battle 
.{tuation in the ship. And I think I can - I would like to introduce into the record two excerpt I 
from "Gen.ral Specificationl for Building Shi,- in the U.S. Navy." I th1n.k these two are in direct 
conflict with .ach other and if they are followed they are lOinS to relult in le'l than optimum 
placement of lilht1n,. The fir.t one i. from General Spec., •• ction 9640-2, pe,e 5 of 1 July 1967, 
which lay. that. "relay controlled hand lanteml ahall not be installed in the following spac •• : 
.pacea not manned during battle conditionl." The .econd excerpt is from General Specification., 
'ection 9640-2. page 4A, revised I October 1968. Thele are one pase .part. '~.lay controlled 
battle lantern. .hall be ina tailed to provide the mlntmum illumination necea.ary for purposea Ii. ted 
b.low tlhen other lource. of illumination fail: to prevent panic and perlonal injury which 1I11ght 
occur durina total darknes. and to mark elcape route •• n Now there is provi.ion for instalUns 
non-relay type, in other words, ~ually operated lantern. in other spaces of the .hip. But I 
think that in the situation we were faced with, we .lmost have to have an automatic lantern. Thes. 
are the only ar.a. 1 think of d.sign that vere of concern to me. The part of the hull, the after 
.action Which remained afloat .eemed intact and there vere very few problema a •• ociated. 

ElWIIIIATIDII BY TIlE BOARD 

C),Ieltion.. by the .enior member: 

Q. Coamander, in the two pas.aae. from the General Specification. which you have just cited 
and which you believe to be in conflict, can you Itate whether they applied to USS FRANK E. !VANS 
either at the time .h. was built or at the time she w.s converted to a FlAM configuration? 

A. RO, X can't, Admiral. X've triad to do this and I can't do it. 

Q. can you aive any .pacific exampl •• of plac.s wherein the __ rleDcy 11&ht1na in FR.ANK. E. 
EVANS at the t1.lle of collhion wa. not adequate? 

A. Yea. W .. not adequate? I don't believe for example that there vera any relay controlled 
lanterns :blJltalled in the forward officers' berth ina area, bee .... thi. 11 Dot a epaca manned 
durina leneral quarters. 'lbere ware very few relay controlled lanternl inltanad in the after 
crew'. berth1na 'pac.s, except in the area of the anmunition bandltna for aount 53. '!'bese are two 
areal that X can think of now aDd I - there .. , or .. y not ba otharl, Adairat. 
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