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Q. Up to the time of 3 June had FRANK E. EVANS had any partieular difficulties in exerfcse
SEA SPIRIT to your knowledge?
A. No, air.

Q. Hsd the scraening and plane guarding procedures in use in the MELBOURNE group caused any
problems for EVANS personnel or the ahip? .
A. No, sir, they were a little different that we hed used before but there were no problems.

Q. Recalling the events of the night of 2 and 3 June, do you recall vhether a night order
book had been prepared for that night or not?
A, Yes, sir, there had been.

Q. And who had prepared {t?
A. 1 had prepared the night order book for the Captain®s approval.

Q. Let me interrupt your testimony at this point to indicate that should any question I
ask you require classified {nformation in i{ts answver you should not answer it at that time but
should advise tha board of that fact and you will be glven an opportunity to snswer it in a
later closed session. However if you can do so, you should answer the question in a general,
unclassified way amplifying in a later closed session. Do you understand that?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. Do you recall any particular instruction that may heve been in the night orders 2 and
3 June? .

A, Nothing that atands out particularly as unusual other than.,.for some time we had been
putting in some specific instructions about how close to come to the edges of our assigned
screeening area., 1 had written in a comment that a Surface Action Group was out, that we were
to be on the alert for a possible simulated surface attack. Therefore, we were to have certain
atations mannad which would not have normally baen manned in a night operation or a night
steaming operation, There ware the normal preprinted instructions which said when In doubt
call me, spesking of calling the captain, and then of course I had in my navigational difficulties
were encountersd to snsure that I was called.

Q. Did you see the night orders after thay were aigned by tha Captain?
A. No, eir, 1 did not.

Q. So you don't know whether he added any add{tional note or not?
A. NWNo, gir, I do not.

Q. Within the parts prepared by you, did you have any specific instructions with regard to
calling the Captain in any particular event in addition to those listed in the standing night

orders? L

A. No, sir, primayly because the standing night orders were fairly, 1 think, tnclusive
including the last admonition to, "If in doubt as to whether or not to call ma, call me," that
was in the standing night orders,

Q. Vas it the Captain's practice normally to sign the night orders as you had written them?

A. I wocldn't say normal practice. He usually added one or two lines, sometimes more, of
his own, of particular matters that wers coming up that particularly interested him or that he
wvanted particular action taken. For example, if we wers to be detached and I had indicated the
detschment, he would sometimes go into a 1ittle greater datail and indicate with whom and route
to take. Fe very often did add scmething to the night orders as written by mes.

Q. Do you recall whather the night orders for two and three June included any mantion of
EVANS assignment as rescus destroyer or plane guard?

A. No, sir, There were no mention as I wrote tha night orders about plane guard. Thers was
mantion of being prepared to zig tag at any time or to be prepared or to review the rules for
zigzagging and ceasing of zigragging.

Q. Whers ware those rulas to be reviewed, in whet publication?
A. They ware in Allied Tacticsl Publicetion ) or in the Allied Tactical Publication 1,

Volume 1.

Q. You referred to two Allied Tactieal Publicetions, 3 and 1. Was it to both of them or

Just to one?
4. The particular rules governing the starting and stopping of zigtags are included in

ATP 3.

Q. Meof (AN
A, 3(A) sir, the current edition,

Q. And to your knowledge wea that the publication that was in use on EVANS?
A, There were extracta of this publication in use as a part of the operstion order under
vhich we were operating.

Q. Going back te the quastion of plane gusrding or rescus destroyer, do you recall vhether
EVANS hsd taken rescue destrofpr station during the previous afterncon and evening?
A, Mo, sir, T dom't recall,

Q. Do you recall vhather a message had been ﬁcniv.d assigning EVANS this duty!?
A, I don't recall such s msssags.
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Q. Would ysu nermally have been notified of such s message in your capacity a»s Nevigstor
or Executive Qfficer?

A. Yes, sir. It might not have besn routed direetly to me on the massage board. However,
it would have been dalivered to my stateroom,

Q. Would you be called when EVAKS was ordered to plane guard station or to "Formation One"
in preparation for taking plane guard station? '

A. No, not necessarily, unless this had antailed or had come sbout with a change in base
course,

Q. As Navigator, was one of your responsibilities the supervision of the clocks on board?
A. Yes, sir, it was.

Q. Did you have any procedures for checking the accuracy of the clocks periodically?

A. Yes, air. One of the duties of the quartermaster, or a quartermaster, was assigned as
duty on a rotating basie to take » small record book, small 5 by 8 1 believe, record book which'
ligted all of tha clocks on board the ship and this man was required to go sround on a daily
basis winding and setting all the clocks.

Q. Do you recall whether permanent racords of that wvere kapt.
A. They wate kept in this record book, they were indications as to whether or not the clock
had to be sat.

Q. 4nd do you know whether the record was preserved?
A. DNot to my knowledge, sir. It wes located in tha same box that the chronometers were
located in, what was in the chart house which wae in the forward portion of the ship.

Q. Did you periodically chack the book? IR -
A. No, sir.

« Did you find that the quartermasters had regularly performed their duty?
- Yes, sir, except somsbody had inadvertenly left my elock off, . -

Q
A
Q. Did you straighten that out?
A. Yes, sir, it was s new clock.

Q. Was the forward engine room clock én the 1ist?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. How about the after engine room?
A. I can't remember at the moment what clocks were on thete because there were mary clocks
throughout the ship, but to the beat of my knowledge all ship control stations clocks were 1isted.

Q. Dv you recall the time of day such checks were normally made?
4. They were normally carried out in the forenoon.

Q. Do you recall whether any particular clocks hed any grogs srrors in them?
A. No, sir, we had only had one and Lt had been the quarterdeck clock and it was ratired from
use and we were in the process of ordering s new one.

Q. Going back to the night orders, what was the geneni ‘time frame when you usually wrote the
night orders? 4

4. Usually I would start the writing of the night orders with the basic composition of the
task group, ste., at approximately 1900, just prior to 8:00 reports. After taking 8:00 reports,
I would get the list of "down" equipment” and we would talk over any proposed schedule requirements
during the night such as preparatiocns for replenishments or detachments etc., and after discussing
these with the department heads or their departmentsl representatives at 8:00 reports, they would
be reflected in the night orders. The night orders were normally signed ready for the Captain's
signature by approximately 2000, 2030,

Q. Do you recall what time you wrote them on the night of 2 June?
A. Only within a wide time frame, it was between 20 and 2100 whan they were finighed for

the Captain's signature.

Q. Do you recall what the formation course listed in the night orders waa?
A. No, sir. I do not,

Q. Do you recall what zigrag plan was mentioned, if any?
A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. #And do you recall whether the mention of reviswing the zigzag yales mentioned a specific
publication?
A. No, esir, it did not.

Q- -Does thsat mean you do not recollect or it did not?
A, It did not indicate what publicstion was to be referred to.

Counsel for the board: Sir, I'm about to move off into another broad ares but noting the time
I wonder if we could delay that until tomorvow?

Senior Member: Very well, we will adjourn for today and resums at the usual time tomorrow.
The witness wes duly warned concerning his tautimn} and withdrew from the board room.

The board adjourned at 1730 hours, 26 June 1969,
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- BEVENTEENTH DAY -
The board reconvened in executive geassion at 0830 hours, 27 June 1969,

During this executive session the board reviewsd and approved the prior day's transcript and
Planned future proceedings of the board,

The executive session adjourned at 0900 hours, 27 June 1969,
The board opened at 0920 hours, 27 June 1969,

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board edjourned, were again
E:esent. Counsel for the board stated that there were no prospective witnessas present in the
ard room, .

Lisutenant Commander George L, McMichael, U,S, Navy, was recalled as a witneass by counsel for
the board, reminded of his previous oath and was examined as follows: .

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. In your testimony yesterday, you indicated that you were the Ravigator of the FRANK E,
EVANS and that certain of the navigutional records were lost in the collision,
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Bubsequent to the loss of the bow section of FRARK E, EVANS, haz it been possible td
reconstruct the Speed-Revolutions Table? - ' o - o ’
A, Yes, sir. It has,

Q. Do you have a copy of such reconstruction? ) :
A. I ao so. - - : s

&+ In your opinion is that an accurate representation of the Speed-Revolution ﬁ'nble which
was used at the time of the collision?
A, Yes, sir,

Counsel for the board: At this time, I ask that it be marked Exhibit 85 for identification
and wlll tender it to the board for admission into evidence,

L]
EXAMINATION BY THE BOART

Questions by the senior member:

Q. What was the basis for the reconstruction?
A. The basis of the reconstruction 1s the memories of the Officers of the Deck who are still
with us here in Subic,

Senior Member: Very well, so admitted,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Commander McMichael, we also developed in Yesterday's testimony that you had
prepared the Captain's Night Order Book - Night Orders - between the hours of 7 and 9, and they
hed been delivered to the Captain for signature, At approximately what time did you retire for
the night?

A. 1 retired shortly before midnight the first time, after checking over traffic. Then about
1:15 or 1:20 I was called by the qQuartermaster, who was having scme difficulty in obtaining a
LORAN position. 50 I got up agein at that time and went up and worked the LORAN position and
returned to my stateroom at approximately a quarter of two,

Q. Do you recall the base course and speed of the formation at elther the time you first
retired, or at the time you returned to bed after getting a LORAN fix?
A, No, sir, I do not.

Q. Where is your lta.tei:am?
A. My stateroom is located Just forward of the wardroom on the port eide - main deck level,

Q. Is there anyone else berthed in that same vicinity?

A. Yes, sir, There is another officer's stateroom directly across the centerline passageway
from mine, However, we were a little over complement on Chief Petty Officers, g0 we had put two
Chief Petty Officere in the stateroom directly across from mine.

Q. What were their names?
A. Master Chief Machinist's Mate Wright and Senlor Chief Gunner's Mate Reilly.

Q. After retiring for the second time, what is your next recollection?
A, My next recollection is being thrown from my bunk smid a loud crashing sound, and finding

myeself lying on the deck,
Q. And et that time, what did you think head happened?

A. I wae sure that a collision had occurred, I don't know why, but I knew that we had collided,
I didn't realize the extent of the damage or the seriousness of it at that time, however,
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Q. What wvas the condition of your stateroam at that time?

A, W¥Well, I really didn't know, As I sxy, I had been thrown out of my bunk and was Yying on
tha deck, or so I thought, I stood up and reached for where wy bunk light should have been and
didn't find anything, There was total darkmess, I then took a step forward whare my desk should
have been, pardon me, a step aft - forward in the direction I was facing - and rather than being
on the deck I stepped into a hole, At that point, I still d4dn't Mnow what the hole wvas, I
stepped back, bracing myself, and then felt areund with my foot to try to determine what had
happened, I still:felt that we posaibly had struck a glancing blow with smebody and that
possibly that portion of the deck house had been badly deformed. But T didn't realize, as I ny,
how gerious it was, I lookad up and saw & very faint ring of light, and recognized this to be
light leak around the porthole cover in xy stateromm, That was almost directly over my head, It
should have been on a vertical bulkhead on the port side, Bo at thig Point I was pretty well
oriented as to whare the ship vas, I would estimats that it wms heeling over some 60 to 70 degrees.

Q. You indicated that 1t was almost totally dark?

A, Y.-. sir,

i. :: there any instelled emergency illumination in thet area?
. No, sir,

Q. Did you have a flashlight or anything else to assist you?

A. T had a flashlight and I knew vhere it Was, I don't think that it had seeped into my
head really how far over we had rolled, becauss I 4id reach for oy desk and it was where T
- thought it should be, I Pulled open the drawer and the ship was heeled over g0 far that the
contents of the drawer fell out and down through ‘the opening in the bulkhead s Vhich was under my
Teet at thiz time, 50 I was not able to retrieve & flashlight, I started to feel around for a
Second light that I kmew was in ancther cabinet and at that point I heard water caming in below
me, and decided that I hal better try and find my way out without a flashlight, >

Q. Could you tell wheare the wvater was caning from?

A. Ko, sir. The recollaction is that the sound of water was below me. It could have been
either water coming in through the joiner door at the end of the Passagewny, or it could have
been spiliing over the coaming from the Wardroom into the passageway. But I don't know for a
fact,

Q. By "below,” you would that have been on the starboard side of the ship?
A, It w>uld have been midships... Not midships, centerline, The passageway is centar}ine
and the sound was caming from the vieindty or this passagewny.

Q. Could you feel any water at that time?

A. I didn't notice any as I lowered myself into the passagewny, However, as soon as I made
oy way through the opening to the Wardroom itself, the water vas up at or near the coaming level
of that opening, Tt was Necessary to swim across the wardroom to get out.

Q. Did you see either of the two Chief Petty Officers at this time?
A. Fo, slr, I didn't see them at that time. If I may back up for s mament,

Q. Yes.

A. Momentarily, after I found myself on the deck and was trying to orient myself, I heard
Chlef Wright calling to Reilly saying, "Are you all right, Reilly?” T heard a mombled reply from
Reilly and then I didn't hear anything more. I was looking for my flashlight, The next sound
that I heard, after the water coming in, was & sound of voices - Reilly and Wright - samewhere
aft of where I was, This would be in the Wardrocm area. Apparently, they had just made it to
the after port door leading out of the Wardroam, I callad out, "Is mnybody out there?” and Chief
Wright replied, "This way, Cammander.” I followed his voice. They had gotten the door open and
at this point, the water was high encugh that you could not exit the ship on the main deck level.
The easiest point of egress was through an opening to the second deck (sic), the normal opening
with the ladder leading up to it, Both chiefs exited directly ahead of me and I followed them
out this opening.

Q. Before we get to that point, you stepped s I belleve, or’lowered yourself through the
door of your room into the midships pasgagevay leading into the Wardroom?
A, Tt would have been the gtarboard Joiner bulkhead of that passageway.

Q. Thanhwdidyuuproeeedrrcuthsreintothaﬂardm. Did you swim or did you walk?
A. I was valking in a semi-crourh from there. Tt was & half-crouch, half-crawl poeition,
through:into the Wardroom.

Q. Is there a door betwsen that passageway and the Wardroow?
A. Fo, gir, There is not,

Q. Was there any 11lumination, either in that passageway, or in the Wardroam?
A. No, sir. Thers was not, except what light was caming through:the opean after port door,

Q. Iz there any emergency 1llumination in either of those two spaces?
A, Yo, sir,

Q. There are no autammticelly actusted battle lanterns?
A. Ko, sir, In the Wardroom itself, there are mounts for four battle lanterna, which are used
vhen the Wardroom is in use as an emargency dressing station. There are also....
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Q. You mean manually cperated?

A. TYes, air. They are, There are also relay operated lanterns in the Forward Fan Room
vhich is just forward of this passageway, However, thers were no relay opsrated battle lanterns
in the passagevay itself,

Q. Is there a door between that passageway and the forward space that you just mantioned?
A, Yes, sir, a joiner door.

Q. When you reached ths Wardroam, which deor 444 you head for?

A, I bheaded for the - what normally would have been the port after door leading out of the
Wardroom, There is one at the port side and starboard side aft. I went out the one on the port
side.

Qe+ VWhere does 1t lsad to? .

A, It leads into a passagewvay which is a vestibale at the top of the ladder coming up fram
the serving line of ths mess decks. It joins with the passagewwy, langthwise Passagewvay, which
runs down tha port side of the ghip,

Q. Did you see any other perscnnel at that point?

A, Ko, sir. I 4id pot., At that point the water was up to the level..,. As I say; in the
Wardroom where I swam fram the one opening in the Wardroom to the door in the after port corner.
I believe that at this point the mess decks were probably flooded,

Q. Could you tell whether the hatch leading down to the mess lines was open or closed?
A. FNo, air, I didn't notice, - ) .

Q. And then when you resached that port after door of the Wardroam, wae it open or closed?
A. It was open, sir,

Q. Would you state what you did from that point orwvmrd?. . .

A. From there, as I say, the two chiefs had preceded me, I followed the same route that
they had, which was up through this deck opening. You could not use the ladder which leads up
to the Ol deck because, of course, it was lylng over at a 90 degree angle by this time or clome
to it. BSo it was more half floating and half pulling up through this opening to the passageway
outelde the chart house which 1s on the 01 deck, Just forward of radio. At this point, the door
leading out to the weather deck was open, Both chiefs had climbed out and I climbed out, We
8tood on the side of the ship in the vicinity of the port hedgehog mounts.

. .
Q. Could you see the two chiefs climb out or did you find them there after you got there?
A. I found them there after I got out. ’

Q. Were there any additional personnel there at that time?
A, No, sir, There were not,

Q. What was the next actlon you took?

A. I turned trying to get my bearings, and turned arcund to survey where we were and what
bed happened, The first thing that caught my eye and I think - well, it captured my attention
and I couldn't look away for a matter of several seconds - was the sight of the mast lying flat
in the water. At thiz point the ship was in a 90 degree roll and was lying perfectly flat in the
water. The mast appeared to be intact and I just looked at it and sald, "Oh, my God."

Q. How about the port yardarm?

A, I don't remember seeing it, I hadn't thought of it until you just mentioned it, But I
am quite sure that if the port yardarm had been there I would have seen 1t, I don't remember
peeing the port yardarm, I remember seeing the tripod -~ the two legs of the tripod mast,

Q. VWere both legs out of the water?

A, Tney were lying in the water, This ship had, as I pald, rolled over to about 90 degrees
and was strongly, or markedly, stern down trim, It was so markedly stern down that I felt quite
sure that the remainder of the ship was still attached. I didn't realize at this time that the
ship had been cut in two.

Q. Could you see anything of the forward stack?
A. I don't remember seeing it, eir,

Q. Did you see amything of the bridge structure?

A. Again, I don't remember seeing the bridge structure at all. My attention was riveted
first, as I say, on the mast itself - just the shock of seeing it lying in that position, Then
I turned around and looked up and down the hull to see if there was anybody else out on the hull
as we were, I did not pay any attention to the bridge atructire or CIC structure or any of the
deck house areas above me, The area that I wvas in, the immediate area, wvas apparently untouched,

Q. How about the port wings of the bridge itself, did you pay any attention td that?
A. FNo, sir. T daid not.

Q. And when you looked up and down to see 1f you could see any personnel, did you see any?
A, No, sir, I aid not,

Q. What was the ship doing at this time?

A. The ship was alowly capsizing, I think it was capelzing more slowly than I thought
because it was also settling by the atern, My visual reference point was the mast, and the legs
of the mast were going under water at an increasing rate, Thinking back on it, I think this was
not solely the capsfzing as I had first thought, but I think it was the cambination of capsizing
and sinking by the stern. X '
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Q. Did you observe the water around the ghip?
A, Yes, sair,

Q. Was it dlsturbed and was there muchk debrias in 1t?

A, No, sir. It was Very easy to ses, there was reflected moonlight on the water, I didn't
B¢e any conslderable mmount of debris. When T went into the water, in fact, I was looking for
scme debris to hold onto and there wvasn't any in my vicinity,

R. Did you observe the MELBOURNE" At this time?

A, FNot at this time, I aidn't observe MELBOURNKE until T had entered the water and swan
clear of the ship,

Q. How did you enter the water?

A, I dove in, but it was diving fram no more than a couple of feet above the watear. It was
ne long dive into the water., The vater level at thiz time had risen to within, well, my nemory
ian't too good for the Period, but I would sey not more than five feet from the akin of the ship
vhere I was standing, )

Q. Going back to your initial exit from yoor staterocm, was there any particular reason that
Yyou chose to go through the Wardroom rathar than going forward through the fan rocm?

A. Ko, sir, other than it wps probably an autamatic reaction, in that that was the normal
route that I followed when I laft my staberoar to go topside or anywhers elge, Secondarily, I
heard voices in that direction which tended to pull me in that direction, I am glad I didn't
80 the other way because the,,. If T had gone forward the only opening that I could have gotten
out of would have been the port side door leading out dnto the main deck from the fan roam. To
get there I would have had to climb, physically attempt to climb, up a vertical deck from the
starboard side of the ahip up to the port side and push open a beavy, watertight door.

Q. When you were exiting through the Wardroom at that time did you have any apecific
destination in mind? ' s

A, Ko, sir, At that time, my purpose was getting out to samewhere where I could determine
what destination I wanted to get, At that point I was, let us say, concerned for my life,

Q. You have described how you dove from the ship, What occurred after that?

A. I surfaced immediately and, as I say, I thought the after half of the ship was still
attached. I have always heard of the things that happen when cold water hits bollers in sinking
ships, so I had visions of this bappening. 8o I rolled over on my back and started back-stroking
away and in doing this it gave me an opportunity to watch the ship ms it cormtinued to roll over
into a fully inverted position - fully capsized., The bow raised up out of the water to samething
like 50 to 60 degrees elevation and I could see » very clearly, the sonar dome and hull numbers,

I had an impression I saw the forward portion of mount 51, the forward 5 inch mount, but 1% was
hard to tell because I was looking at a very oblique angle with the &un mount on the far side.

I continued swimming away as the ship sank, T looked at my watch as the bow went inder and saw
two things. One, that it indicated 17 or 18 minutes sfter the hour and, two, that I had broken
the crystal and there was water entering the watch itgelf, I can't attest to the accuracy of the
time keeping but I think that it was in that vicinity of about 18 minutes after when it went down.

Q. Did your watch continue to run after that time?
A, For about ancther ten minutes and then it stopped,

Q. Did you see any other persomnel on the bow section of the ship at amy time other than
Chief Wright and Chief Reilly?
A. No, sir., I aid not,

Q. How far do you estimate you had gotten from the ship before it sank?

A. At that point I wasn't thinking too well, of estimating distances, and trying to think back
I can only say that it was something in excess of 20 yards and something lass than 60 or 70 yards,
I was far enough away that I did not feel any suction or any feeling that I was being pulled down
with the ship.

Q. Did you feel any surge of the water at all?

A, I could feel a swirling current of warm water. I don't know i1f that might have been
water fram the steaming boiler or heat from the engineering plant, but there was &.,. I could
feel & currant of warm water,

Q. Where were Chief Reilly and Chief Wright at this time?

A, Well, to go back again for a minute. We were standing on the side and as the ship was
settling by the stern and rolling over, I looksd forward and saw nobody, I said to nobody in
particular, "We better get off, she's going.” I turned around and Chief Reilly and Chief Wright
were gone and I went. At this point, I thought we were the last three pecple to leave the ship,
but I don't know this to be o fact,

R. Did any of the three of you have life jackets?
A. FHo, sir, Let me retract that. I did not, but I did not ndtice either Chief Reilly or
Chief Wright having one, I'm quite sure that they leaft the ship without life Jackets,

Q. After the bow section of the ship went down, what di4 you do at that time?
A, Well, as the bow section was going down, it was the first time that I noticed MELBOURKE,
I was on the opposite side of the bow section Fram MELBOURNE, I looked across the bow, If I
looked directly at the bow as it was going down, it looked 1ike about 15 to 20 degrees to tha
right of that, I could ses MELBONRNE, The distance to MELBOURKE - again T am not used to estimating
distances from the water level under those circumstances - but I would have guessed at something

about 500 yurds - 500 to TOO yurds from where I waa.
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Q. Did you see the stern section of FRANK I, EVANS?

A. Fo, sir, I aian't, Looking at MELBOURNE T 4id not look closely, because I had no interest
at that point in what direction ahe was pointing, Bo I could not say vhich direction she was
pointing, B0 I could not sy which direction her bow was pointing, except that she was broadside,
roughly brosdside to me,

Q. Do you know which gide you were seeingt
A. Ko, sir,

Q. Could you see any lights on MELBOURNE?

A, Yes, sir. I could see a brightly lighted flight deck area, That is how I recognizad it
as the MELBOURNE, But as to any distinguishable 1ights, No, sir, I 4id not see. One thing, on
the question whether I had my 1ife Jacket or not, I had a 14{fe Jacket, in fact I had two, T had
an inflatable for genepal quarters and I had o kapok. But ipn the disorientation and the twlsting
of my roam, I decided that it was better to go without one, T am & pretty good ewimmer, and I
would rather go out without the 1life Jacket than spend the time trying to determine where it was,

Q. Did you observe axy boats in the water at this time?

A. Not at this time, as the bow went down., But Very, very shortly thereafter, just a matter
of a few minutes - since my watch wasn't working I eouldn't glve a definitive time frome - T dai4d
see at least two helicopters in the air, They had bright 1ights in the forward portion. They
were Wessex helicopters mnd they had bright lights and were apparently flying around and pin
Pointing people in the water with thelr lights, And shortly thereafter I sav vhat appeared to be
‘a boat., I belleve it was from MELBOURNE, It was not a Navy type motor whaleboat, It was one of
MELBOURNE's boats, I believe, which was going around where the Wessex was pointing and was
apparently picking up people.

Q. Going back a step, do you have any estimate of how long 1t was between the time between
the collision and the sinking of the bow section? -- . -
A, My best estimate would be something in the vicinity of three minutes,
Q. How long did you remain in the water?

A. Again, my judgment of time at thet period was somewhat distorted, but I would Bay probably
not more than 10 or 12 minutec,

Q. Did anything occur of gignificance while you remsined in the wvater?

A, Well, nothing really significant., I gaw the helicopters pointing out people, They were
apparently koncentrating on the area furthest from the ship, They were getting pecple that were
a long way away and I could see the boat going from point to point. At one point I thought the
boat was coming over to plck me up, I waved, but it went on to pick somebody else up. I wasn't
particularly worried at this time because the water was warm, and there was no pProblem in swlmming,
I saw a couple of other bobbing heads off to, well, as I faced MELBOURRE they were off to my left
about 50 or 75 yards. I called to them to swim over to me as I gtarted to swim over toward
MELBOURRE. I thought that we could Join up, but about that time a MELBOURNE boat picked those
two up and moved on out further to plck up same more people, I decided that I might as well be
doing semething, so I started ewlmning toward MELBOURNE. As I was swiming toward MELBOURNE, I
heard a sound behind me of a helicopter and the bright light of the helo. I turned around and
sav a helicopter above me, He was lowering & sling and I got into the eling and was pulled out
of the water,

Q. Did you bhave any debris or aqything elee to hang onto at any time?

A, Momentarily, There was & can of lube oil, a small 5 gallon type can of lube oil, partially
empty, floating by. I took hold of it, and it was Just neutral bucyancy, It was enough to hold
it above vater until I took hold of it and then it went under. I tried to 1lift it enough to get
some water out of the hole in the top of the can and all that did was push mwe down under. S0 I
abandoned the can and went on swimming,

Q. Was there any oil in the water?

A, There was pome oll but it was lubricating oil, I did not naétice any fuel oil, only
lubricating ofl, I base this both on the smell... I couldn't see, of courge, whether there was
& black film or anything, but it didn't smell like fuel oil, and when I got on board MELBOURNE
and could see myself in a lighted room I 444n't have any fuel oil stains,

Q. Did you have any lube oil on?
A. T had a little bit on my shirt, Yes, sir.

Q. How were you dressed during this entire pericd?
A, My shorts and ghirt - T-ghirt,

Q. When you were picked up by the helicopter where were you taken?

A. T was taken directly to the flight deck of MELBOURNE where I was deposited. I almost had
to fight off MELBOURNE's first aid people, There were two litters there to plek me up and both
were trying to tell me to lie down in the litter and I sald, "I'm all right." Of course, with the
Wessex still turned up and the rotors golng, you couldn't hear anything, and they kept pointing
down and I kept pointing across the flight deck, Finally, I stepped around them and headed off
towards the 1sland structure where a rating plcked me up and led me into the igland structure, I
left the two pecple with their litters back there discussing it.

Q. Were you injured in any way?
A. I bad a couple of minor scratches but ndthing that required any medical attention,
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Q. While you were in the water aid Yyou hear any cries or conversation of any sort?

A, Yes, sir, T have to go vay back for a minute, As the bow zection was going under, I could
bhear a voice calling, It was unintelligible and it was closer to a scream than it was to just
calling for help, It was a high-pitched call, and this sound ended when the bow went under, I don't
mow if it was scmebody who was trapped in a portion of the structure » Or 1f it was somebody in the
vicinity of the bow section when it went under or when it went down,

Q. Could you see anyone in the Iimmediate vicinity of the bow section?
A. Fo, sir, I aid not,

Q. After you went on board MELBCURNE where were you taken?

A. I vas first taken down to aick bay. They wanted to check over anything that I 4id not know
that T had wrong with me. Then I requested that I be taken to the bridge. I was taken to the bridge
where I reported my presence to the Captain,

Q. Did you see the Comuanding Officer of FRANK E. EVANS at any time?

A. Ko, sir. At this point I was, well, convinced that Captain Mclemore was dead, I assumed
this because, number one, I hadn't seen him, Number two, his sea ocabin was on the gide of the ship
which vas under water at the time I got up to the main deck, I Just ssmumed ‘that he was dead, I
Treported my presence to the CO of MELBOURNE » thinking that I was senior surviving officer,

Q. Was there any conversation between you two?

A. Only my reporting my presence there and him saying, "Why don't you go down and see what you
can do for your men,” or words to that effect,

Q. What &i2@ you do then in response to that suggestion?

A. I went below., I had already met up with the H6spital Corpsman, By chance the Hospital
Corpaman aboard MELBOURNE, on exchange from USS KEAREARGE, had_previously served abospd FRANK E.,
EVANS, 50 I had asked him to try to develop a muster of pecple ms they came on board and were
Proceased through the eick bay.

Senlor Member: The board will recess.

The board recessed at 1012 hours, 27 June 1969,
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The board reconvened at 1022 hours, 27 June 1969.

All persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again
Present.

LCDR George L. MeMichael, U, §. Navy, wvas recalled as 2 witness by counsel for the board,
was reminded that he was still under oath, and testifiad as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL F(R THE BOARD
Questions by ccunsel for the board:

Q. T would like to retrace your steps hers ons minute, back to the time you axited the
Wardroom and went out through to the 0! level.
A. Yes, sir,

Q. Would you mtate again the reason that you went to the Ol level rather then going out
the door on the main deck?

A. VWell, the meain reason that I went to the 01 lavel is because T could see light in that
direction and I could hear the voices of the two chiefs who were going out that way shead of me.
There ic a door on the main deck but I don't tven remember seeing it as I went by. 5o 1t must
have been closed or othervise I would have seen an open patch of light and I would heve headed
for that I believe. Again, I think it was the instinet of survival, I think, I saw the light
and T headed for the light, o o . .

Q. How did you get up to that next level? Up the bulkhead?

A. Yes, sir. I walked across the bulkhead and then, as best I can remember, stood on the
handrail of the ladder which led up to the 01 deck. As.I got up to the 01 deck still inside the
strnicture of the ship on the bulkhesd naxt to the chart house door, I don’t know if it was
Chief Uright or Chief Reilly, put 2 hand down and helped ma to the skin of the ship.

Q. And when we recessed, we were at the point where you had seen the Captain on MELBOURNE
end vere proceeding to take care of the craw.
A, Yes, sir.

Q. The board has heard quite a bit of evidence on the treatment on board MELBOURNE, but
would like to hear from you briefly as to the measures taken for obtaining s muster, determining
survivors and such things as that. .

A. The firat step that I neﬁned, was that we were trying to get a ruster, as people were
brouzht through sick bay, Initielly 1 guess, the bulk of the people wer e being brought to sick
bay, the ones that were brought back from the water. But then I discovered..,Still at this
peint, I thought the after half of the ship had gone downt. So I didn't realize there were any
other people other than those who were in the water. About this time, I was told that some more
of the crew were down in one of the messes of MELBOURNE. I don't know which ome it was. And I
was escorted down there where I found Mr. Dunne and some of the other officers present. And that
vas the firat time that I found out that the stern was afloat and that they were taken off the
stern. My First Class Personnelman was in this group of people and I asked the officers who were
there, I don't remember who all was there, but there was a group of 4 or § officers, to coordinate
with Cook, who was my personnelman, and attempt to get a complete muster. This was quite
difficult because the crew had pretty well dispsrsed out amongst the various messes, berthing
areas, sick bay, and so forth on board MELBOURNE. About this tims MELBOURNE's parsonnel, I don't
know who inatigated ft, but somebody started distributing notification forms for next of kin.
These were filled out and the first count that we got of survivors which indicated as 1 remember
216, was based strictly on the count of Pleces of papar that were turned in. They were not typed
up in any sort of a muster list. When these were put on a single 1ist it was foynd that there
were certain duplications and some people hed been counted more then once.

Q. Do you recall the approximate time that this first count of 216 was srrived at?

A. No, sir. T don't. As I say, my watch had stopped and throughout the day I had almost
& total nonawareness of the pasasge of time. It would have been, though, prior to the time I
got abosrd - prior to the time I left MELBOURNE and went sboard EVERTT F. LARSON, I believe
1 did get to LARSON sbout 9 o'clock in the morning.

Q. Going back to your watch again, Prior to the time the crystal was broken and it stopped
Tunning, had it kept accurate time?
A. Yes, sir, it had,

Q. And wvheri wag the last time you racall setting it?
A. I set it the evening before, just before I went to bed, just prior to midnight. It was
set by the cloek in Radio.

Q. And fs that clock kept set accurately?

A. Yes, sir, As I mentioned yesterday, all the cloeks are reset by the quartermaster. But
of course he got his time tick to check his chronometsr from Radic. Radioc reset their clocks
whenever we got a time tick or any other time that they falt like getting a time check.
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Q. After you were on board MELBOURNE, did you make any subsequent salvage sfforts as to
the stern section of EVANS?

A. Yes, sir. After the Comuanding Officer, Captain McLemore, came aboard MELBOURNE, I
accompanied him to the bridge where he reported his presence to the Captain of the MELBOURNE,
He indicated at that time that he wanted to return to the stern section at the earliest practical
momsnt. Comnander Stevens, the Executive Officer, séid hs would attempt to make a boat available
4s early ss possible. About this pericd in time the Chief Engineer, our Chief Engineer, LTJG
Covert, came to me and asked {f he could have my permission for himself and two others to return
to the ship, to assit in s2lvage operations. At this tite, we understood that there were gome
MELBOURNE personnel on board the stern section. Apparently they had been, but they left., I said,
"Yes, permission granted, go shead and take ? voluntears."

Q. Did he give you any Teport as to the condition of the stern section?
A. No, sir, axcept to say that vhen he left, it lookad as if they should be able to control
flooding and should be able to keep the starn ssction afloat,

Q. Had you observed the stern saction yourself by this time?

A. Yes, sir, from a range of some 2000 ysrds. All T ecould sse {s that it was well deme by
the head. And 23 I szy, I gave him permission to 50 back. A wery short while later, Commander
Stevens returned and said a boat was availabla. I found out that in ths interim, tha Chief
Engineer hsd already returned to the ship by other transportation. I don't know where he
' commandeered the boat, but he had already returned., So I got the Operations Officer, the Supply
Officer, my Personnelman and the Damage Control Assistant, Mr. Lare, and we all got in the boat
and proceeded towards the atern section of FRANK E, EVANS. As We ware spproaching, we were
hailed by the Commanding Officer of the EVERETT F. LARSON, who called us alongside and said
that he had been designated to take charge of operations at that time in trying to determine
feasibility of salvage. He requestad we not 80 on board until he recadved a raport from his
personnel already on the ship. He indicated, however, that our Chief Engineer and tha two
enlisted personnel with him were on board at this time. We Accepted Captain Billing's offer
to come aboard LARSON and wait. We stayed aboard LARSON until she made 'up alongai?z the stern
section of EVANS. And at this point our persomnel gtarted recovering our records. Some of the
records had already been removed by LARSON, when there wag some doubt thet the ship would stay
aflost. They had taken some Pay records, personnel records, etc. - pome of the more important
records. Then when it looked like the flooding was controlled, they went back and made 2 more
thorough inspsction. The Personnelman collected all the persormel records and correspondence
relating to personnel. The Disbursing Officer recovered his disbursing funds in his safe plus
his blank checks, money orders, etc. The Operatione Officer recovered the contents of his
classified aaterial safe, and inagmich a8 possible, all classified or valuable or pilferable
material was removed from the ship at this time. Shortly after we got alongside EVANS, we got
& report from Mr. Covert who had pPersonally inspected the after bulkhead of the Forward Engine
Room and had inspected voids and stovage areas including magazines below the water line, and
indicated that he felt that the ship...wss not only were they able to stop flooding, to plug
up the holes, but they were elso able to commence devatering - and he said that it looked to
him that it looked feasible to undertake a tow somewhere to salvage what could be salvaged. Also
at this time, by the way it was believed for Captain Rilling to bring LARSON alongaide, was to
ri; cagualty power to the hoist for our variable depth sonar in order to raise it to a position
where the ship could be towed. It was hanging some distance down in the wvater.

J+ Did you yourself g0 mboard FRANK E. EVANS?
A, No, sir. I 4id not.

G. Are you satisfied that appropriate measures were taken to remove records, classified
naterial and personzl effects that were lefe?

A. Yes, sir. I am. I was abtoard and did - not a epot inventory, but a spot check of sll
material brouzht on board, and those few articles for example, from Ship's Office which were not
there, I asked to be brought. To the best of oy knowledge, we took off everything which was
easily removable or appropriately removed at that time

Q. And where was this material safeguarded?
A. It was placed in the in port cabin of Commanding Officer, LARSON under gusrd - officer
guard.

Q. Have you received any subsequent reports after returning to Subic, as to pilferage on
board the stern section?

A, Yes, sir. 1In one inatance, an officer indicated that he dad $300.00 which was there
when he left the stern section, but wes not there when he returned.

Q. Is that the only instance that you know of?

A. That is the only instance that I can be pure of. Other people ware migsing minor
articles hut in the cheos that prevailed in, tha after berthing areas. I would hesitate to gay
that anything wes purposely pilfered. I think when we cleared out that section and when we came
in here, the fact thet we ended up with, I believe, 27 laundry bags full of perscnal gear of one
type or another, is more likaly where the personal belongin,swent. This material by the way,
was turned over to the Neval Station.

Q. You heve no firm basis that the money itself was pilfered, other than it was missing upon

return?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. It could have been lost ih tha general chaos as well,
A, He alao lost 2 FRANE E, EVANS lighters as wall, alongside the aoney,
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Q. And how long did you remain in EVERTETIT F. LARSON?
A. Agein, my time frame is in question. When I came sboard thay were esting breakfast and
v I left as they were getting ready for lunch. I send a message over to MELBOURNE to be passed to
Commanding Officer, FRANK E. EVANS, giving a quick rundown of what transpired and saying unless
otherwise directed I would get first available transportation back to MELBOURNE. At this same
time or just & very few minutes thereafter, I was told by ;ths Commanding Officer of LARSON that
I had been directed to return to KEARSARGE rathar than MELBOURNE. And only about 10 minutes
later, T left LARSON enroute to KEARSARGE and immediately upon srrival reported to Commander,
L. ASW Group One.

Q. What FRANK E. EVANS personnel remained either on the stern section of EVANS or in the
LARSON at the time you left?

A. At the time I left, LT Dunne, the Operations Officer, LTJG Suhr, the Supply Officer,
PNl Cook, my leading Personnelman, LTJG Lare, and LTJG Covert, remained either in LARSON or on
EVANS.

Q. And at the time you left who was controlling the salvage operationa?
A. The Commanding Officer of LARSON. ’

Q. You indicested thet Mr. Covert went intc the magazine, didn't youl? Did he report their
state to you?

A. Yes, sir. There were four rounds, 4 projectiles which had apparently been bounced out
of their battens or out of their atorage area, and were lying loose on the deck. Those four
projectiles were jettieoned over the side and other them that, there was no apparent damage,
and the magazine themselves vere dry, as were all voids. One sha¥t alley was reported as = -
partially flooded.

Q. Had the tug, TAWASA, moored alongside by tha time you left?
A. No, sir. - ‘. R .

Q. Subsequent to the initial personnel survivor count of 216, was anothar ecount mede?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Approximately when was this completed?
A. It wos after the transfer of all survivors to KEARSARGE. 1t would have been in the
midafternoon, I would say, of the 3rd of June.

Q. And'what was the final count arrived at of the number of survivors?
A. 199 survivors, 74 lost. '

Q. And of the 74, were the bodiee of any recovered?
A. Yes, sir. One.

Q. And heve yi:u since that time compiled a list of the personnel on board?
A. Yes, sir. Such a 1ist hes been compiled and is the process of being typed up for
submission to this board.

Q. When will {t be ready?
A. Within the hour, possibly after the noon Tecess.

Q. At the time FRANK E. EVANS rolled over, just before she sank, the bow section that is,
did you haar any noise of eny kind?

A. Just a loud crashing sound. The closest thing approximating it was an automobile collision
T was involved in many years ago.

y Q. DMd you haar any air rush out?
A. No, sir. None that I remember. I have a vague memory of a very short duration of a rush
of steam. A whoosh or whissle of steam, but it was of a vary short duration.

Q. Could the noige you heard have been the anchor chain shifting as the ship rolled over?
A, No, sir.

Q. Did you hear anything that you identified as tha anchor chain shiftings?

A. T heard some sounds when the ship wan actually sinking that 1 thought might have been
the chain shifting in the chair locker. That was while I was in the water, while I was swimming
and xy head was in the water. 1 could hear sounds from within tha hull of the ship. It sounded
like either equipmant or posaibly the chain bouncing around at that time.

Q. Returning to the events prior to the collision, do you recall the projected track of the
formation - the general direction of that track?
A. Yes, sir. 1 do.

Q. And for your eight o'clock position reports, the previous night, 2 Juns, do you recall what
that projected track was?

A. No, eir. 1 don't. There was nothing to make it stand cut i{n my mind. There wvas just
another night and snother 2000 posit. I remember it passed close to the combat pay and tax
exemption zone but outside it.

Q. You don't know the general direction?
A. Yes, sir. Southwestarly.
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Q. Southwesterly. Do you know the speed of advance, approximately?
A, 1 do not recall,

Q. Do you recall the course and speed made good since the 12 a'clock report?
A. No, sir. I dom't.

Q. You indicated that you were called sometime bétwean than and 2 A M.
A. Yes, sir. Shortly after 1 e'clock

Q. Who was on watch at that time on the bridge, the officers?
A. The watch at that time was Mr. Ramsey and Mr. Hopson.

Q. Do you recall vho had tha conn?
A, No, sir. I do not. I enly stapped out on tha bridge momentarily when I went up there.
T took the posit that 1 had gotten, gave it to the Quartermaater of the Watch and to the watch
- {n combat, Just stepped out long enough to look sround and went back down below.

Q. Who were the officers on watch i{n CIC?
A. Mr, Brandon and Mr. Armstrong.

Q. Could you tell us the qualifications of each of the officers who were on watch during
the midwatch?
 A. Yes, sir. Starting with the most junior, it would have been Mr. Armstrong. He was
an Ensign, FHowever, he was a former 1st Class Electronice Technican - snlisted man. He had
been aboard the ahip for less than a yesr. Howsver, he was well thought of in the ship and
was & well qualified CIC Watch Officer. ‘

Q. Was he the top watch in cIC?

A. He was the CIC Watch Officer. The other offiter present, Mr. Brandon, was senior to him.
But Mr. Brandon's position was as Gunnery Lisison Officer, or GLO. And the superviaion of the CIC
Watch as such was Mr, Armstrong's.

Q. And what were his watch standing qualifications?
A. He had stood the same watcheg in CIC and rotated between CIC and JOCD on the bridge ever
since he came aboard the ship. Well, thie im true of all the officers in & pormal L section

wateh underway. So every bth watch they are up there for b hours, eitber-as CIC Watch-Officer
ar Junior Officer of the Deck.

3. And had he officially qualified for any particular watches?
A. Yo, sir. Both Mr. Brandon and Mr. Armstrong were JooDs and, well, they were both
concidered qualified for CIC Watch Officer.

Q. Wss there any formal process for qualifying CIC Watch Officers as there was for Officers
of the Deck?

A, o, sir. It was no formal requirement. It was based on recommendation of the Operstions
Officer end as watched by the CIC Officer. 1 would present this to the Commanding Officer for
{nclusion on the Officer Data Control Report, ODCR.

Q. And then would you tell the board the qualifications of Mr. Brandon?

A. Mr. Brandon reported aboard last aummer. Tmuediately he vas assigned duties as First
Lieutensnt. And he was in all respects an outatanding officer. He was one as normally referred
to s "head and shouldere officer." He had set about gainming qualifications as an Officer of
the Deck. He had been slowed down some because he came sboard just after we entered the shipyard,
50 he had no opportunity during the summer last year to be underway. And then in refresher
training, he also was unable to. But commencing with the underway period in November and December,
and again in January, February and March, prior to deployment, he wae making an active effort to
expedite his qualifications. Just the 2 or 3 days before the time collision, I had informed him
that the Captain and I had been discussing him, and it wvas our intention to send him prior to
the end of the cruise, back to San Diego to go to the ASW Officer's School, to become the ship's
ASW Officer.

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to vhether either or both of these officers had completed
the CRUDESPAC Officer's Indoctrinatien Course?

A. They were in the process. Bach officer had the type commander's indoctrination course,
or general information course. As each officer came aboard they were given the course and
required to hand in their sssigmments. I don't in my own personal knowledge know how many of the
assignments he had completed, but I know there were quite a few, For example, the Officer Tactical
Schools that I mentioned yesterday, were the forum where a good share of the information that is
put into these course books was dlgcussed, and brought out in classroom type surroundings. So he
would have had the benefit of both thet and practical experience on the bridge and in CIC.

Q. Would you speak of the qualifications of LTJG Ramsey?

A. LTIC Ramsey was aboard the ahip before I came aboard last year. He hed been aboard a yesr
and a half or so, He had been standing OOD 1 watches for quite a while. I don't remember exactly
how long, and I lost my little informal record book. I had a small black bock that I kept my
comments on officers, primarily for writing fithess reports and notes for the Commanding Officer.
He had just recently started standing his owm OQD(F)...
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Q. "P" meaning Pleet?
A. Fleet Operations, yes, air, watches. He had not baen so qualified {n writing. This was
more an administrative matter than a matter of fact. Our ODCR was somewhat confused whan they

‘ changed over to s computer of some sort, and we had not gotten several changes into the official
records,
\ \ Q. Did you consider him in all respects qualified for OOD, Pleet Oparations?

A. I personally felt that he was so qualified., Whan tha senior watch officer presented to
me a watch bill with him listed, or with him i{n the position of the 00D, during Fleet Operations,
I had no qualms at all about tlking thie watch bill to tha commanding offic.r, and recommending
approval of the watch bill as it stood.

Q. To your knowledge, had the commanding officer approved his standing OOD Pleet Operations
watches?
A, Yes, sir, ha had.

Q. And do you recall how many such watches ha may have stood prior to the 3rd of June?
A. Yo, eir, I do not.

Q. Had he stood them since the ship left the West Coast for its WESTPAC deployment?

#A. As I remember, not for the entire period. It was - again my small black book with dates
would be some help - 1t was sometime inte the deployment before he was standing Fleet OOD type
watches. Of course, at time too, during the break-in period, if you want to call it that, the
watch bills were normally tailored so that 1f you had a comparatively new OOD then you uuuld
put on an older C1C Watch Officer, to check against the bridge watch in combat. We tried to
maintain balance of the qualifications between the bridge and Combat teams.

w+ If then LT Ramsey was recently qualified, do you consider that ENS Armstrong was the
balancing factor there?

A. Yes, sir, T do. ENS Armstrong, though as I say, he {s & junior officer, was highly
qualifie?, 1 felt. CIC Watch Officer. He was also Electronics Warfare Officer and he knew
CIC btetter than many of the radarman.

Q. Was that from your perscnal obgervation?
A. Yes, sir,

. Did you observe him in performing top watch in CIC?
A. Yes, sir, and he was & very positive leader of the wateh section.
L]

Q. How about his recommendations to the officer of the deck?

A. Tie made recommendations when such were required or were normally called for and he made
them in, normally, a positive msnner. The recommendstion usually went out on sound powered
phone, and if the OOD questioned the recommendation, he would usually either ceall up on the 2I1MC
©r even step out on the bridge to pursue the point.

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to the accuracy of his recommendations?

A. I never saw him make what I would consider a gross mistake, or any mistake. Any two
people sitting down and working out a4 maneuvering board solution will differ by a few degrees
or a knot or a half of knot in speed, but never anything that would put you in an embarrassing
situation.

Q. Would you comment on the qualifications of LTJG Ramsey. What were his primary duties
on beoard?
A. He was the Communications Officer.

Q. What were his qualifications for that particular job?

A. He had been to Communication School and had been in the billet for about nine months, I
believe. He had served aa Assistant Commnicatiens Officer before that. And I felt that he
was a well qualified Communications Officer.

Q. Do you feel he was well qualified in shackling and unshackling codes?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Would you now speak to the qualifications of LTJG Hopason?

A. Sir, LIJG Hopson, was another officer who was aboard when I came aboard. He reported
aboard a year sgo last fall. Shortly after reporting aboard he waa ordered to Engineering
Officer's School in Sen Diego, When he got out of that school, which I believe is an eight
week course, he returned to the ship and assumed duties as the Main Propulsion Assistant, which
duties he had sz of the day of tha collision. He is still apsigned as the MPA. He was with'
the ship throughout the yard period and throughout the refrasher training peried which followed
the yard period and waz on board for all underway periods following the yard period, and regularly
standing CIC watches and JOOD watches underway.

Q. And what qualifications as officer of the deck had he attained?
A. He wvas still qualified ap JOOD emly.

Q. BHe had no underway qualifications as OOD?

A. No, sir. We were working on him, for example, well, ms with the bulk of the officers, ha
had been given opportunities te handle the ship alongsida. Por example, at replenisiments,
tefuelings, coming in snd making up to a busy, mooring slongside another ship in a nest. He had
done all of these functions and had shown considersble improvement. Since we have baen at ses
regularly following the Christmaa leave period.
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Q. Bas his duties as Main Propulsion Assistant inhibited the process of qualifying him as 0OD?
A. I think they may have, because, ha took his duties as MPA seriocusly. He had perhaps more
than the average officer's, or the average person's eapacity for listening to the problems of
others. I think he sometimes, in dealinga with his subordinates, spent a lot of wasted affort
in chasing down thinge for people. But it was all done in what he felt vas a manner bast for the
men assigned to him, He always held the conditions under which his men worked and the problems
they had ae of prime importance to him as division cfficar.

Q. Do you recall whether there were any standing orders from the Commanding Officer, as to
the closest approach the ship should make to a carrier?
A. No, sir, I don't remember any such {n the steanding orders.

Q. Do you recall if there were any directives of any sort to the officers of the deck on
that subject? : ' : e

A. Not in particular with carriers - with heavies in genaral. The Captsin more than once
, said, and I had reiterated it on more than ons occasion, "Don't turn towards the heavies."

Q- And where had this been said?

A. Various places. It had been said in tactical school sessions, speaking of ship maneuvering,
ship handling eessions. About every other refueling on the bridge. Normally in a refueling
situation, we had a conning officer and an officer of the deck, who had the deek, and anothaer
officer or two up thers watching, the junior officer who had not done it themsealves. And
personally when 1 would be talking to such people who wers just standing by watching the
approaches, for an UNREP or making the initfal join-up for UNREP - I couldn't say definitely
which of the officers I told thig, but I would say the majority of them 1 have said the same
thing, "Don't turn towards the heaviesa." T

J. Were you ever given the conn in any of these maneuvering situations?
A. You mesn to be taken away from somebody elss - -

Q. No, sir.

A. Do it myrelf, yeas, sir, I have,

Q. What did you consider to be the limits that you would approach a heavy ship, from the
bow and other approaches?

A. Well, this would much depend on the situation of the moment. If I were coming from the
opposite direction and 1 were on a steady course and steady speed, for example, on converging
courses with a carrier who I was to fall in astern of to plane guard, I wouldn't heaitiate and
1 haven't hesitsted to pass within 2500 to 3000 yards on reciprocal tourses, and then make the
turn to fall in astern. '

Q. How about if you were required to cross ahead, whst would be the clossst approach that
you would consider permitted?

A. 1 would prefer not te lay down anything that would put me closer than 3000 to 4000 yards,
and 1'm quite sure the CO of the carrier would prefer me not to. : .

3. ICDR McMichael, I have just handed you what purports to be the Standing NWight Orders of
FRATE E. EVANS, already sdmitte into evidence as Exhibit 13. Do you recognize that particular
copy?

A. Yes, sir, 1 do.

Q. There are certain pen and ink changes on there. Would you state what they signify?

A. Yes, sir. The Standing Night Orders, as originally written in March of 1968, did not
cover adequately some changed circumstances and as & result this was in the process of change
and upgrading. For example, the nsture of the screening that we did make it impractical to
call the Commanding Officer for every course change. If you are patrolling station, you are
changing course almost constantly. Alsoc the section on Navigation and the responsibilities of
the OOD with regard to safe navigation of the ship, were not as complete as we felt they ahould
be. S0 those were being brought up to date.

Q. What was tha status as to thelir being in effect at the time of the collisfon?

A. This set of Night Orders had not been promulgated., It was, well as the annotation across
the top in my hend writing is "New rough, please," these wore for submission to the Commanding
Officer to be promulgated as an effective instruction of USS FRANK E. EVANS.

Q. As I to understand from that then, that the Night Orders, as printed or as typewritten
there, unmodified by the handwritten notes, were the Night Orders that weras in effect on the 3rd
of June?

A, T balieve they wvere, to the best of my knowledge, except as modified by the handwritten
notes in the Night Order Book.

Q. And do you racall what handwritten notes were in there, that modified the Standing Night
Orders? ’

A. Othsr than in my testimony yesterday, I would have to say over an extended period of both,
well, the vritten notes and in responses to the OCDs, &s there were some modifications., For
example, the question of notifying the Commanding Officer of all changes of courss and speed.

The Commanding Officer had made it know to OOD and I had made it known to them in my notes as
Navigator, that it was not required that all changes in courss and speed be reported. Only changes
in course snd spasd other than those being usad in patrolling station. For example, & change in
formation, base course and speed, change in & sigzag plan in use, change in any of these which
wvere going to effect an overall change in the track made good of the ship. The other thing is for

example ~ -
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Q. Wow, the part you were talking about. Those were the changes that would affect the
not!{fication of you as Navigator, or the Captain? Would you clarify that, please?

A, I wrote them in the Navigation section, saying that as Navigator 1 wanted to know
changes in base course and base speed and to insure that thape were properly noted in the
quartermaster’s notebock, as changes in base course and base speed. The Commanding Officer had
also, verbally, and T don't remember whathar this had been placed in tha Night Orders at any
time or not, that he slso did not require evary course and speed change. PFor axample, in the
rituation of patrolling station.

Q. T would like to pin that dowm a 1ittle more pracisely if we can. The written Night
Orders a< I understand it, required that the Captain be notified of each course snd speed
change, {3 that correct?

A. Yes, oir.

Q. Now, spacifically under what circumetances had the Captsin relsxed that requirement?
A. When patrolling atation.

Q. Was that the only exception?

A. The only one to the best of my knowledge. Thare is one thing here that you can't say is
really a course change. For example, s change to a naw station. That was covered in the Night
Orders, also. This of course entailed a course change but the course change as such was not
reported. It would normally be "Captain, we have bsen ordered to plane guard station., I am
coming right or I am coming left,”" or whataver to sssume station. ] ) B

Q. Did the Night Orders require that such a change be feportéd to the Captain?
A. Yes, air. Any change in the formation required notification of the Commanding Officer.

Q. Do you have any knowledge as to whether this requirement was uniformaly enforced by the

Captain?
A. 1 have no knowledge of the uniformity of the enforcement. I know I have been present
on various occasions when....on every occasion that I have been present he has been informed.

I have not been when he wasn't.

Q. Does that include nights as well aa days?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. And what was the normal procedure for informing the Captain in those casea?
A, Oftentimes he would be on the bridge, i{n which case it was just verbal walk over to his
Captain’s chair and tell him. After he had retired, it was by sound powsred telephone with a

buzzer i{n his sea cabin, Or if he were in the vardroom also by sound powared telephone and burger.

Q. T believe you indicated that LTJG Brandon was on watch es the Gunnery Liaison Officer,
is that right?
A, Yas, oir.

Q. How often was it nacessary to put a Gunnery Lisfson Officer on watch during SEA SPIRIT?

A. We had one up there, a5 1 remember, most of the time in HEA SPIRIT, as in the various
phases of the work~up, we had gunnery exercisea, etc, leading up to tha sctual departing for the
msior portion of SEA SPIRIT.

Q. Durirg SEA SPIRIT did you alwvays have two officer on wateh in CIC?
A. No, not always.

Q. Who stood that watch when you didn't have an officer thera?

A, Well, very seldom was it that thers wasn't an officer evailable. The only times that I
can think of were in straight steaming situations, not mansuvering, when we had a briefing,
officers tactical scheol or exercise briefing, OpOrder briefing, or something like that, and we
wented the maximum number of officers awvailable, in which casa efther of the two first class
radarman, La Liberate or Lehman would be given the assignment aps CIC Watch Officer.

G. Would there by any officer in CIC during that period?
A. Yo, There have been times when thers was no officer in CIC.

Q. Does that include during BEA SPIRIT?
A. I don't remember an instance when thers were not any officers in Combat.

Q. Did all of your officer watch sections for Sea Spirit include two officers in CIC?
A. No. For. example, we went to a straight Condition IV watch for the UNREP for the day
preceding, in which case there wes one officer in CIC.

Q. Did you alwvays have a JOOD on the bridge?
A. Yes, air, always.

Q. Going back to your atatement that you were called about 0155 I believe, to take a Loran
check. Do your quartermasters standing bridge watchsa normally take such fixes?

A. Yes, pir. But commmencing last December and January, we rather got in the habit of taking
hourly fixes and with Loran {t doesn't take thet long and it's a good way to keep track of your
poaition and also keep tzeck of changes in the Loran signal that if you only went down every &
hours to take them, you might end up matching the wrong wave.
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Q. Were all your watch standing quartermasters qualified for this job?
A, Yes, oir,

Q. How about your JOODs?
A, The JOODs had » working knowledge and given the time would be able to work out a Loran
Etx. = I wouldn't ssy they were fully qua]ified in Loran navigation.

Q. Then I understand, it was really the quartermaster's function.
A. Ves, sir. The quartermasters were, bacause you had tc leave the bridge in order to take
a Loran fix. The Loran set is physically located in tha charthouse which 1is on the 01 deck.

Q. And 1f the quartermaster could not get a fix, whom would he call?
A, He would notify the OOD and call me.

Q. Returning to the qQuestion of nntificatiopofthe Captain., Do you know of any occasion whan
the Captain was not called by the 00D in sccordance with his Standing Orders?

A. The only ones I know of, a few instances, but that was where the Captain called the
bridge firat. For example, you are sbout to go into a plans guard station, and the first thing
you do before you head for station is get the word, we are going to, pass the word to station
the plane guard detail. So the Captain on those occasions, I have seen him pick up the phone
and call the bridge and ask them when flight ops were scheduled to commence or whatever. But
other than that, I have no personal knowledge of instancea wherein he wss not notifed.

Q. How soon after passing the word, would the Captain call the dridge under those circum-
stances? '

A.- Immediately. This would normally be when he was not in a location where he would
normally be, for example, down in the Chief's quarters or passing through the ship's office.
Somewhere when the 00D would probably be trying to call for him either in the wardroom or in
his inport or in his sea cabin. And the times that I saw him call were usually when he was not
in onc of those three places. - . -

-
]

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness, sir.

Senior Member: The board has no questions for LCDR McHichael at this time.

Counsel for the board: 3Sir, we would like to recall him briefly for the introduction of the
survivor and casuslty list when that is completed in final form. LCDR McMichael, at this time,
you are privileged to make any further statement covering anything relating to the subject matter
of the inveltigation, that you think should be a matter of record in connection therewith, that
has not been fully brought cut by the previoua questions.. Do you have anything that you would
like to add?

LCOR McMichael: No, sir, I do not.

The witness was duly warned, excused subject to recall, and withdrew from the board room.

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess.

The board recegsed at 1119 hours, 27 June 1969.

The hoard reconvened at 1135 hours, 27 June 1969,

Seninr Mamber: The hearing is open.

all persons connected with the board who were preaent when the board recessed were agein
present,

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): The board is eonvened agsin in open session. It is noted
that no persons likely to be witnesses are present.

LTJ5 Robert B. Suhbr, U. 5. Naval Reserve, was called as a witnesa by counsel for the board,
w5 sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATICON BY COUNSEL FOR TRE BOARD
Questfons by counsel for the board (CDR Glass):

%. You have been called #s a witness for this board of investigation because it iz understond
that you have evidence that may assist the board in its investigation. Under United States Jaw
no  witnesas may be compelled to answer any question, the answer which may tend to ineriminate
im and you may refuse to snswer any such question. Will you state your full name, grade and
nrzanizstion?

4. Robert Bruce Suhr, LTJG, Supply Corps, United States Naval Reserve, USS FRANK E. EVANS
(LL-754 ).

{}. On what date were you commissioned in the U. §, Navy?
A. 17 August 1967.

. 4nd when did you report on board USS EVANS for duty?
A. 6 april 1968,
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Q. And what had been your experience between those two dstes? L
A. I went to Supply Corps School at Athens, Georgia.

3. What duties were you performing in USS EVANS?
4. I was the Supply eand Disbursing Officer.

Q. And at the time of the collision, where were you?
A. I was msleep in one of the after statercoms, my stateroom.

Q. And what first brought the collision to your notice?
i. The first thing that I noticed, I awoke on the deck of my stateroom. I was lying in
six inches of water.

3. What was the state of {1lumination in your statercom? ,

& Very poor. T had a curtain which was the curtain betwean my steteroom and the pansagewsy,
quite near the head of my bunk. There was a battle lantern, an automatic battle lantern
which "ad gone on in the passageway and I could see that that light was on. The curtain vas
sormvhat transparent.

Q.. And did you provide yourself with sny other illumination?
A, Yes, sir. I did. I had a flashlight in one of my drawers which I immediately picked wp.

. Were you able to detect the msnner in which water was entering your compartment?
A. Yo, sir, T was not.

. Vhat were the actions you performed before leaving your compartment? -

a. Well, as I say, I awoke, and immediataly stood up. My first reaction was I thought our
air conditioner in After Officers Quarters had broken a water line, which it has done several
timcs and we have had a little bit of water in the after passageway. That was my first reaction.
I got up and grabbed my flashlight and reached down to pull one of my deck level drawers open
hecause I knew that I had a tape recorder down there. By this time I had my flashlight in hend
242 #5 I pulled the drawer open, I noticed that although the water was on the deck, water was
also running out of the top of my bunk. And - which was above the waterline, o I had the
{rmed{ate {mpression - the first reaction, I thought we had a hole in the side of the ship -
on my side of the ship and it was running out from there. I then put on my troumsers and a pair
of shoes and went cut into the passageway.
Y. And 4id you meet any other persons there!?

A. Yel, sir. 1 did. LTJG Gerrison, whose stateroom door is immediately opposite mine in
the passageway, was looking for his glasaes and he didn't have & light. I stopped snd helped
him look for his 1ight and just fortunately found it lying by the door.

3. Helping him looking for his light or his glasses?
A For his glasses, sir.

And having found them, what 4id you then do?
We then went out. 1 went out the paesageway forward and went out to the starboard side

of the ship on the main deck.

2L

. What did you notice when you arrived there?

A. Well, in a manner of speaking, I noticed that someone was anying that the front of the
ship was gone. I heard this, but I was going forward on the ship expecting to go to my general
quarters station, which i{s in Radio. As I went forward, I confirmed the fact that the forward
portion of the ship was miasing.

. And vwhere did you then proceed?
A, 1 went back to the fantail of the ship.

Q. How many persons were present there when you arrived, approximately?
A. I would eay 40 or 50.

Q. Did you observe any smon: them who were injured?
A. Yes, sir. There were several people that were on the fantail. One in particular was
Another one appeared ! and was sitting on a bollard.
Apparently, aa I say he was = he didn't seem too much in his senses. This was

Chief Macayan.

. And did you render any medical aid to these men?
A. Yes, sir. 1 did.

Q. Would you tell us what you did?

A. Yes, sir. Several people came up to me and asked for help. They vere cut, and some
people were asking me to get help to the burned people. So I asked if they ecould try to find a
firat aid kit for me, Immedistely someone had one, so we started looking through the first aid
kit trying to find some pain killer. The one person seamed to be in quite a bit of pain.

Q. De you know what his nsme was?
A. Yes, sir. His nome was Petars.
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Q. Would you continue to descridbe what aid you rendesred?

A, Yes, sir. T looked through the bags of fipst aid equipment loocking for soms type of an
injectible anesthetic. I couldn't find any. 1 did find, either it was aspirin or APCe, so I
gave a quantity of these to Paters. And after that T stood up and yelled to all
the people on the fantail, thet if anybody had any wounds that I could perhaps bandage, come
over there. 1 had several people come over that had head fnjuries, nothing real serious. The’
blood was running down on their clothing from their heads but it didn't appear to be anything
too serious. All T did wea to put some long bandages on them, to try to keep tham ss clesn as

_possible,

Q. Was it your opinion, that with the resources you had, you were able to provide the first
aid needed by the people on the fantail?

A. Yes, sir. Definitely.

Q. Did you take any action with regard to distribution of life pressrvers? !

A, Yes, sir. I bacame involved in a 1little bit of a chain of 1ifa preservers. Where they
were coming from, I reelly didn't know at the time. But I was just standing in the area after
:.:ad completed my first aid work, and T just started passing them out to insura that everyons

ons.

Q. And was the situstion reached, at some stage, that everyone had a life jacket?
A, I reslly can't answer that, Commander. I don't know, Everyons that I saw had one, but
I easily could have missed one that did not.

- Q. Was anything done by you in regard to liferafts?

A. Yes, sir. Upon completion of the distribution of the life preservers, sevaral people
were working on the sterboard side of the ship. I went over and assisted them. The liferafts
spparently had been lying on the main deck and they had to be 1ifted over the lifeline. They
seemed to be having difficulty in getting them over the 1ifelines, sa I went over there and
assisted them in throwing one or perhaps two over. I -daon't recall whether it was oge or two.

Q. In which direction were they thrown?
A. T vas on the starboard aide of the ship and I threw it off on that side.

Q. And did you observe whether it functioned properly or not?

A. Yes, sir, it did. 1t inflated. As I recall one of the men got dewn into the raft and
they were looking for a peddle and I held my flashlight so thet they could rurmage around inside
the liferaft. I believe it had some type of tent arrangement on it, which apparently does not
come up eutorsatically, that they were trying to look insi{de and determine where the paddles were
located, .

Q- Did it seem to you to be fully inflated?
A. Yes, sir. The ring itself, the exterior of the liferaft, seemed to be fully inflasted.

Q. Returning for a moment to the question of first aid, did you have {in the kit, available,
gny cream or other suitable medicament for treating burne?

A. I didn't see any in there, but I think that current philosophy on the treatment of burms,
Comuander, is not to use these immediately. 1It's actually been found recently to be bad policy
to put this on until the true extent of the injury can be assessed. So I wouldn't have put any
on even had I found any.

Q. And was it for that resson thet you didn't look, and can't tell us whether it was there?
A. I didn't really look for it, sir. I lookad for pain killer and that was all. T did
not see any though.

Q. Can you describe for us the condition of people on the fantail as regarda orderliness or
otherwise?

A. Very orderly. No sign of panic whatscever. People, I think, can only be characterized
as in s daze, at least for the first portion of the time that we were back there. But very
orderly, I would say.

Q. Was something done in regard to a lifeboat in your prasence?
A. Yen, sir. We went back and people were trying to free the bast from the davit,

Q. Which boat was this?
A. The lifeboat.

Q. On which side?
A. On the starboard aide. Ve have only one on the ship.

Q. Yes, T know. And?
A. This appearsd to be unsuccessful. 1 just looked et that momentarily and than paid no more

attention to it.

Q. Are you able to tell us what frustrated those efforts or not?
A, No, sir. I really ams not.
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Q. What can you tell us with regerd to the evacuation of people on the fantai{l to HMAS
MELBOURNE?

A. Well, we were back there and I would say for about - I would guess 10 minutes, Of course,
by this time everyone realized that we were right slongside the carrier and I think thia helped
to alleviate any panic which might have arisen. Then, at a point at which I'm not quite sure
where it came, people started gravitsting...to move up what I saw was the ECM deck. Most of
the people had already left the fantail by thisz time. There was no one that required any type
of first aid and everyone seemed to be moving. 8o I c¢limbed up the ECM deck and over to the
MLTBOURNE.

Q. 4And vhat arrangements were made and transactions carried out when the survivora reachasd
MELEOURNE?

A, Well, we were on the deck of MELBOURNE and we had quite a group by this time, T think
most of the people were off the ship by this time. And there was -an Austrelian officer, of what
rank I have no idea, but I seemed to be the only officer on the deck at that time, so I asked
him where 'he wanted us to go. He said, "Well, let's go down to the messdeck.” So he provided
someone to lesd us dovm and I gethered all the people who were on the mafn deck, flight deck,
of MELBOURKE and we started going down there, We Just kept people in a continous line and then
led them down to MELBOURNE at which time coffee was givean out and we started mustering procedures.

Q. Can you tell us anything about the filling {n of next of kin forms?
A. Yes, sir. The mambers of the Australian Navy provided next of kin forms and were
dispersing them throughout all the man, and requesting that they be filled out.

G. Are you aware of an erroneous estimate having been made in the first place and the
reasons for that? That {s the estimate of the number of survivors?

A. Well, I think if you mesn that perhaps more than one next of kin form wes filled out,
yes. In fact, T filled out two myself. Although I 412 tell the {ndividsal who geve me the
second one that I had already filled one out, it was requested...An Australian officer seid,
"F{1l one out agsin and we will sort them out, but we-want tg make sure we¥ get one," This was
requested, yes, sir. And that may have contributed to it, I am sure.

4+ And were the difficulties of determining the exact number in any way contributed to by
the fact that people were in different compartments?

A. Very such so, and we can only characterize it, I think, as a very fluid state. Of
course the people who were badly injured were taken directly to sick bay. Those who had come
down with me were milling around, They were being clothed. The corpsman came down and called
for all lesser injuries. Anyone who suspected themselves of having any type of injury to please
cove dovm towsick bay. Well, this happened right in the middle of the muster I was attempting to
take, and it did make it rather difficult to get one.

Q. Until what hour did you remain in MELBOURNE?

A. Commander, I really can’t answer that. My whole concept of time....but I would say, I
would guess 2 hours. That would be my best guess, but that is very much subject to plus or minus
an hour easily.

G- And vhenever it was, where did you go from MELBOURNE and by what means?

4. Well, we had the assembly of a salvage party. LCDR McMichael, LT Dunne, LTJG Lare and
myself got on a2 boat with intention of going back to the ship, to attempt to salvage disbursing,
other supply and personnel records., We stopped at the US5 LARSON, at which time the LARSON's
Commanding Officer told us we were not to proceed to the EVANS until he gave us specifie
permission. We boarded LARSON, stayed there for about 2 hours, T would say, walting permission
to go over to the ship.

Q. 4&nd when that time was up, how did you get to the ship?
a. I lock a boat from LARSON over to the EVANS. She was lying about, I would say, 100 or
200 yards off the hulk at that time.

Q. And when you boarded the after sectiom of EVANS, what actions did you take?

A. I went to my disbursing office and opened the safe and Picked up - I had two suitcases
at the time - I picked as much of the money...Well, all of the cash, excluding change which I
had and put it in the suitcases, and as many of the checks and money orders that I could carry,
or as the suitcases would accommodate, and looked around to find any other records I felt that
were critical and then went back to the boat and took the boat back to LARSON.

Q. What did you do about ahip's stores and ship storerooms?
A. At that time, I did nothing about ship's stores and ship's storerooms, on that trip.
I did make a second trip.

Q.- When was that?

A. After the LARSON had come alongside the ship. I had in the meantime counted my funds with
the Disbursing Officer of the LARSON and hid turned tha money over to him. And by that time we
were directly alongside. 1 went back at that time. :

Q. And vhat did you do on that second trip?

A. Well, T more or leag picked up the remminder of the items - the remainder of the money
orders, the remainder of the blank Treasury checks and any other ftems that I felt, you might
ssy on second thoughts, would be critical should the after aection sink.

Q. And have you taken all necessary actions promptly to aceount for the matters under your

control in the ahip?
A. Yes, sir. T have.
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Q. And may I ask, beaides cash, what other principal items?
A, Well, primarily, of course, ve have the repair parts which have been off-loadad. They
. have been put into storsge and are going to be at a later time turned over to the Supply Centar.
The ship*s atore items heve been tranaferrsd to the USS PIEDMONT. Tha supply accounting matters,
as far as repair parts, have been taken care of with the Type Commander. And tha subsistance
{tems were also turned over to the Supply Center with credit iseued.

Q. Can you tell us what system i» laid down to be followed by Supply Officers in a situstion
of this Xind and the extent to which the emergency pravented you from following them?

A. Well, unfortunately, I don't think to the best of my knowledge, there iz & procedure.
There {s, I know, that we have discussed, whan I was at Supply Corps School, particularly in the
disbursing area which is one of the most sensitive arass, I recall in case of an smergency the
first thing that you want to save 1s the last money list, which would, in effect, allow you to
with this one piece of paper - allow you to reconstruct all the pay records for sach of the
{ndividuals. Beyond that, particularly es far ss funds are concerned, I was unable to find
anything in my manuals which would give me instructions on this. Now, this was a current topic
because in casusl conversation both with the Executive Officer and Commanding Officer I had
discussed this, say within the last 6 or 8 weeks, and I had attempted to determine the ansver

* and 1 hed sttempted to determine the answer and I couldn't find any ansver.

Q. 1Is it your belief that the instructions as far as you knew them were carried out at the
deappropriate tima?
A. Yes, sir, thay were.

- - Q. There is one remaining matter that I wish to invite your ltfent{bn'to-and that isrihgirf
location of the potatoes kept in USS EVANS. Firstly, were they stowed in a locker structure,
or not?

A. Yo, sir, they were not.
Q. What scea did the potatoes occupy on the deck of the ship? °
A. They were on the port side of the ship about 30 feet aft of the wardroom on the port side.

Q. 1 show you Exhibit 41 snd ask you if you would put a croas on it to indicate the position
of the potatoes as they were at the time?

The witness did as directed,

Q- And «that i{s the center of an ares on which was a stack of potatoes, how long, how wide
and how high?

A. Well, of course the area was lengthwise with the ship. The long measuremernt ran with
the length of the ship. It was 12 to 15 feet long. The structure consisted of 100 pound bags
of potatses which were piled on pallets, so it was sbout & width then of about 3 to 3k feet and
I would say they were piled abou® 4 feet high.

Q. And were any steps taken to contain those bags in position?

A. Yes, sir. On the bulkhead upon which they were placed, there were hooks installed.
Thers were alsoc hooks on the deck. Over this was thrown a large cargo net which was secured to
these hooks.

Q. Did you, when you left the ship for the first time, teke with you a copy of the last
money 1list?
A. No, sir, 1 did not.

¢. Wae there any particular reason for that omiggion?

A. Yo, sir, there wasn't., I did not have a key to my office in which I ecould have gotten
this {tem with me. It was locked in my statercom at thet time, or in the gafe in my stateroom
where I kept my keys. And so I would have had to go in my stateroom, open up the safe, take that
out, go back to the disbursing office and get the money 1list, which since we had just held a
payday snd it was still in the process of being closed out, could heve been located anywhere
within the ship at that time. Excuse me, not within the ship, but within the disbursing office.
Not within the ship itself. .

Counsel for the board (CDR Glass): Counsel has no further questions of this witness.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by the senicr member:

Q. Mr. Suhr, in settling accounts and closing out the matters as to which you as Supply
and Disburaing Officer of FRANK E. EVANS had responsibility, what discrepancies have been
encountered?

A. Well, I was short s little bit in my cash, but on $110,000 1 was a dollar and fourteen
cents ahort, but as to any other discrapancy, I don't see that there were any.

Q. Were you able to determine thet ship's store stock and other pilferable items in the after
portion of the ship were then sstisfactorily safeguarded and that accounts in these matters balanced?
A. To the best of my knowledge, Admiral, yes, sir, they were. The laundry was used ag one
of my ship's stores storerooms. You will recall that the bresk was right at the laundry. My other
two storerooms and my ship's store were intact although goods were damaged within, and I don't
believe there was any method into these until I went back on after the ahip came into port here.
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Q. Was the accountable ship's atore operator smong the survivers?
A, Yes, sir, he was.

Q. 1In tloeing out all of your &ccounts, have you had any significant sssi{stance from commands
other than USS FRANK E, EVANS?

A. Yes, sir, I have. I have had assistance not only from the 70.8.5, 70.5.1 and ships
within the squadron which have given assistance, as well ap the people at the base here, the
supply center for example, have been very helpful in meny ways.

Senior Member: For the record we might indicate that 70.8.5 and 70.8.1 are the local
Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla snd Type Commander representatives in WESTPAC.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Mr. Suhr,

Counsel for the board {CDR Glass): Mr, Suhr, you sre informed that you have a privilege
to make a further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the inventigation
that you think should be a matter of record and which has not been fully brought out by questions
to date. Do you wish to add anything?

-LIJG Suhr: No, sir, I do not,

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Benfor Member: The board will recess until 1330.

The board recessed at 1210 hours, 27 June 1969.
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The board reconvened at 1356 hours, 27 Ame 1969,
All person counected with the board at the tims it recessed vers agian presemnt,

Counsal for the board: Lst it be noted for the record that there are no parsoms in the roca
who are prospactive witnesses for the investigation.

Counsel for the board: At this tims, Counsel for the Board calls Lisutenant Commander Xlorig.

Lieutenant Commandar William N. Klorig, U.B. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for the
board, was duly sworn and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsdd for the board:

Q. Lieutengnt Commander Klorig, you have basn called as a witness for this board om investigation,
which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE end USS FRANK
E. BVARE, bacause it is understood that you have evidence wvhich may asaist the board in ite investi-
gation. Undar United States law no witness mngy bs compalled to enswer sny question, the answer to -
vhich may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to snsver any such qusstion., Do von understand
what I have said?

A. Yes,

Q. Would you state your name, your grads and your prassnt organizstion? . . A
A. William N. Klorig, Lisutenant Commsnder, and I am the Salvage Enginesr for Harbor Clearance
Unit Numbar ONE.

Q. 4nd on the 3rd of Jme 1969, in your capacity as Salvage Ehgineer, were ygu called upon to
take any particular actions with respect to US5 FRANK E. EVANS? )
A, Yes, sir. I was.

Q. And vhat was that action?

A. The action was to procesd to the scene of tha collision or vhersver the remaining portion of
EVANS was and conduct salvage operations on EVANS, acting in the capacity of the Officer in Charge
of the Salvage Operations.

Q. Anc was thst opsration complatad?
A. Yas, sir. It was.

Q. And have you submitted a raport thereof?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. I have before ma a document entitled "Post Salvage Report on USS FRANK E. EVANS (DD=-254),
submission '6f,"from Commsnding Officer, Harbor Clearance Duit ONE to Commander Naval Ships Systems
Command, Supervisor of Salvage," and it is marked Exhibit 86 for identification, 1Is that tha Taport
wvhich you have submitted of the savage operatien?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. This report is signed by B, R, Winant III. Is he the Commanding Officer of your unit?
A. Yes, sir. Hs {s.

Q. Was this report preparad by you?
A. VYes, sir. It was.

Q. And does amclosurs (1), entitled, “Chronological Narrative," accurately deseribe the avents
as you saw them?
A, Yes, air. It doess.

Q. Parazraph 1 therefore appesrs to bs bassd on information not personally shsarvad by you. To
your knowledge is the information esmtained thersin accurate?
A. Yeas, oir.

Q. 1Is it based on veports received by you?
A, Yes, sir. It {is,

Q. At this tima ] have given you Exhibit 86 and ask you if thars sre any edditional vemarks
that are relevint to the salvage oparations which are not included therein?
A, Yo, sir, I don't belisve thare are.

Counssl for the board: Under thoss circumstamces, Counsel for the board temnders Exhibit 86
marked for identification into avidence sand asks that it be admitted.

Senior Mspbar: It may be so admitted.
Q. Lisutensnt Commander Klorig, did you mxparience amy particular difficultiss in this salvage

ration?
o A. Nona that could bs called extraordinary. Each salvage opsration is relativaly unique. There

ars salwvays difficulties, but thers were no sxtracrdinary ones in this ons.

362




C

Q. Were thers any actions taken prior to your arrival on the scene which impeded or wade thae
oparatdon more difficult?
A. If I may be narmitted a question?

Q. Yes.
A. Do you mesn affortm which took place at the salvage scane?

Q. Yes.
A, Priov to my arrival?

Q. By LARSON Personnal or EVANS Personnel or other persons attempting to take salvage measuras
before you arrived?

A, No, sir. Qufte tha contrary. We thought the efforts taken by both LARSON and TAWASA parsrmnel
and possibly by EVANS partonnel themselves, prior to our arrival, definitely emhanced the salvage
oreration. When we arrived on the acene and made a preliminary inspection, we discovarsd that valvaes
in moet of the systems, in fact virtually all of the systems, vhirh could conduct flooding waters
into the inta~t spaces, had been clos*sd, This was & prompt and effective actfon taken by paopla
on the scena before we did arrive. We felt that the ship was in sxceedingly good condition when
we arrived, and we just continued the efforte that had bean started.

Q. Did the Ship Rapair Facility have a represantative on this malvage cperation?
A, Yas, sir. Two of them,

Q. WoulAd you identify them please?
A. Commandsr John Ulrich and Mr, Jack Thompson,

Cwun=al for the board: Coursal for the board has no further questions of this witness.

EXAMINATION BY THR BOARD
Questions by the senior membaer:

Q. Mr. Klorig, were you in command of the salvage oparation in toto or ware you the prineipal
technical sdvisor to someone else who was in command?

A. Sir, the normal way of assigning duties in conjunction with a salvage operation would be
to appoint an Officer in Charge of the Salvage Operation who was physically present on the wreck
or vessel to be salvaged, And enother officer, usually the senior one among the salvage ships partici-
pating, designated as being the On-Scene Commander. The way the thing normally works is all those
actions which are taken aboard the stricken vessal are directed or carried out under the direction
of the Officer in Charge of the Salvage Operation. All the supporting ships are under the command
of the On-Scene Commander. Responaibility for the salvage operation itself falle to the lot of the
Officer in Charge of the Salvage Operation.

Q. And in this operation, your role was as Officer in Charge of Salvage?
A. Yes, »oir.

Q. And who was in command of the opsration?
A, There were two, sir. Until the CO of the DELIVER arrived, it was Commander Bender, the
Officer in Charge of the USS TAWASA, who assumed the On-Scene Commander duties,

]
Qs And he wvas then relieved by Commanding Officer USS DEL§VER?
A. Yes, sir. Sir, I think I mentioned Commander Bender. Commanday Banday is CO of the TAWASA,
Commander Belson is CO of DELIVER. '

Senjor Mumber: Very well, The board has no further questions of Lieutenant Commander Klorig.

Counsel for the board: At this time Lisutenant Commander Klorig, you are priviledged to make
any further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation and that
you think should ba made a matter of record in connection therewiht whicb has mot been fully brought
out by the questions you have been asked. Do you have mnything to add?

Witness: No, eir. I do not,

The witness was duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Lieutenant Commander John L. Ulrich, U.S. Navy, was called as a witness by counsiél for the
board, was duly sworn and testified as followa:

EXAMINATION BY QOUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutenant Commander Ulrich, you have besan called as & witness for this board of investigation,
which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK
E. EVANS, because it is understood that you have evidence vhich may assist the board in its investi-
gation, Under United States law, no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the answar to
wvhich may tend to incriminate him, and you may refuse to snswar any such quastion., Do you understand
what I have said.

A, Yes.
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Q. Would you state your name, your grade and your prasent or;dutnl:im?
A. Liutenent Coumsuder John L. Ulrich, USN, I'm presently the Plarming and Estimating Superin-
. dendent at Ship Repair Facility, Subie Bay. :

Q. MNr. Ulrich, ths board undarstands that you wers involved {n the salvage operation of uUss
FRANK I. EVARS, But, it is not in that capacity we want to examine you today. In your capacity as
. Planning and Betimating Suparintendent of the SRF, have you st the raquast of the board sither made
or caused to be made certain estimates as to the damaga to USS FRANK E. EVANS? -
A. Yes, oir,

Q. And by wvhom were those estimatas made?
A, They were made by planners and estimstors, Fhilippine citizens, smployees of BRF Subic Bay,
who ars smployed as planners and estimators in their reaapactive trades.

Q. 4And are they membars of your department at the SRF Bubic?
A. Yes, sir. They are.

Q. And & you comsider them compatent in their field of planning and estimating?
A. Yas, sir. 1 certainly do.

Q+ And do you have the results of the estimates that wers made at your direction?
A, Yes, sir,

Q. Could you produce them at this time?
A. Yas. (proceeds to hand documentation to counsal for ths board).

Counsal for the board: We will mark them Exhibit 87 for identification.

Q. Do you have a copy in fromt of you also? .
A. Yas, sir. I do. R . t

Q. Lieutenant Commander Ulrich, the document that is marked Exhibit 87 for identification has
& break down of 8 separate items of repair for a total cost of repair of 3553,689. And an astimate
total of $600,000. Could you state what that measns?

A. Yes, sir. The arriving at the individual figures 1 thru 8, was done in & mumber of vays.
There were 10 planners and estimators who went aboard the EVANS and actually leoksd at the damage.
In addition, we had other people obtaining return cost figures from similar damige -~ similar situatioms
on other ships vhere SRF hed been involved. The figures that you see here on this sheet are arrivaed
at ian one of the two ways. The hand written note at the bottom that says $600,000 was placed there
by the senior man in the job planning branch. He stands bstween ma, organizationally, and the
planners and that is his comment, .

Q. 1Is that to provide for contingencies of the job, that sdditional amount?
A, Yes, air.

Q. Now doss that amount represent the entire amount it would be required to restors EVAKRS to
ber original condition?
A. No, sir. That is for frame 92 1/2 aft.

Q. Do you have any sdditional estimates for the remainder of the ship?
A Yes, sir.

Q. And where wers they obtained?
A, Comnander Wilkans, who in the Planning Officer at SRF, had called RAVSHIPS, the new construc-
tion peopls, and requestad that figure for replacing in kind ~ forward of frames 94,

Q. And did you receive from BUSHIPS an estimate in answer to that request?
A, Yes, sir. By messags.

Q. 4And do you have a copy of the message there?
A, Yas, sir,

Q. 1s that & true copy of the message received by SRF Subic?
A. '..' sir.

Counsel for the board: I would ask that you give that to the messenger and we will mark that
Exhibic 88 for identification, Do you bave another copy in front of you!?

A, No, sir, 1 do mnot,

Q. Would you indicate tha content of that message? If it is unclassified.

A. Yes, sir. It is Doclas EFTO. 1It's from NAVSHIPS Systems Coomand to President INSURY, {nfo
CRO, and wmong othare, SRF Subic. The text is "NAVSEIPFS takes para 2 vef. (a) for actiom, In
accordance with ref. (a) NAVSHIPS provides the following eoats for USS FRANK E. EVANS DD-754),
A. Acquisition - 8, 068,324, B. Replacemsnt - 23,000,000, C. Repsirs and Modernization - 20,710,000,
D. Scrapf Value - 40,000. K. (2c) based on cannibalization of forward section of MMD Typa ship."

Q. And based on the estimste recaived from Naval Ships Systems Command sand from the estimate

made by your own perscmnal, have you compiled a total sstimate as to tha costs of repairs of EVANS?
A. Yas, air. .
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Q. And what is thset smount?
A. The total would be the sum of 20,710,000,00, and with ocur $600,000 would maks it 21,310,000,

Counskl for the board: Counsal requests the admission of Exhibit 87 and 88 marked for identifica-
tion,

. Senior Member: So admictad.
Counsel for the board: Counssl for the board has no further questions of this witness.
EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q. Mr. Ulrich, in the NAVSEIPS Bystems Command message of 10 Jmne, Exhibit 88, the scquisition
cost cited includes what items of the ship's structure and aquipment?
A. Is that the inittal figure of 8 million dollars, sir!?

Q. Yas.
A. I'm not positive of the specific items in thera, I would assume that it rafars to the total
cost of the ship ss it was accepted by the Navy with whatever squipment and equipags thet was aboard
when it wes acceptad by the Navy, originally. PFrasumably including hull, major mechinery end things
of that nature,

Q. And, approximataly, wvhat yaar was uu.t'r- - - - - - e
A. 1 éo not kmow, Admiral, B L . .

Q. Well, let's assume the ship was comuiesioned during World War II - '43, '44, '45. Would that
figure then be in '43, '44, '45 dollars, or would it be in cyrrent figures? .

A, You're ssking me to read something into MAVSHIPS that I cannot really do, Admiral. I would
assume that it vas the cost in dollars of the day of the cost.

Senior Member: I request counsel to clarify thosa peints. The board has no further questioms
of Mr. Ulrich, These Exhibits, 87 and 88, may be submitted.

Counsel for the board: Mr. Ulrich, at this time you are priviledged to make sny further statement
covering anything ralated to the subject matter of the investigation, and that you think should be
made 8 mattei of record in comnection therewith which has not besn fully besn Brought out by the questioms
which have been ssked. Do you have anything to edd? -

Witness: No, sir, 1 do not.
The witness wvas duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

Commander Robert B. Moss, U.5. Navy, was called ss a witnass by counsel, vas éuly swvorn and
tastified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FPOR THE BOARD

Questions by cowmsel for the board:

Q. Commander Moss, you hava been called as a witness for this board of investigation, which is
incuiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS,
becsuse it iz understood that you have evidence which may asaist ths board in its investigationm,
Under United Statas law, nc witnass may be compelled to answer any question, the snswer to which may
tend to incriminate bim, and you may refuse to answer any such question, Do you understand wvhat I
have said?

A. Yas, air.

Q. Would you stats your nams, your grade snd your present organization?
A. BRobert B, Moss, Commander, Unitad States Naval Ressrve, presently attached to the 0.5, Naval
Ship Repair Pacility, Subic Bay as the Production Officer.

Q. Do you have any sdditional camacity with the Board of Insvection and Burvey?
A. Yes, sir. I do.

Q. And what s your comnection with the Boayd of Inspection and Survey?
A. 1 am Prssident of the Sub Board of Inspaction snd Survey, Subie.

Q. And as Prasident of the Sud Board of Burvey, Bubic, 414 you either make or cause to be made
cartain inspectéons of USS FRANK E. EVAXS eubsequent to her arrival in Subiec Bay following a collision

with HMAS MELBOURNE?
A. Yes, oir. 1 did.

Q. And have you mads any report of that inspection?
A. Yas, sir. I hava.

Q. I have the SRF Subic - date time group I will pot giva - message to Px# INSERV dated the
10th $£ Jme 1969 marked as Exhibit 89 for tdentification. T ask ynu if this is the report that

you made of your inspection?
A. Yas, sir. It is.
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Q. And doss that report accurately sumnarise the conditions on board the USS FRANK E. EVAKS as
you found them?
A. Yes, sir. It's my opinfon that it does.

Q. Basad on that report, had the Departnent of the Navy taken any acticn with respect to USS
FRANK E. EVANS? :
A, 1 belisve that they have.

Q. And vhat is that action that has besn taken?
A, I believe that they have concurred in the recommendstion., This concurrence was in the forw of
a message vhich recomoended that PRANK E. EVANS ba stricken from the Naval Reglaster.

Q. Do you, of your own kmowledge, know wvhat sotion is being taken on that recommendation at the
prasant time?

A, TIt's my understanding that the FRANK E. EVANS will be decommissioned and that she will be
stricken from the ragister,

Q. On what date?
A. I balieve the date is the 30th of Juns.

Counsal for the boatd: Counsel requests that Exhibit B89 be edmitted into svidencs.
Senior Member: Received.

Witness: Mr. Counsel, I might correct myself, I believe I said the 30th of June, I belisve the
date 1is 1 July. 7 ' E ) - - T T
Counsel for the board: Counsel through other svidence will sstablish the existance of the fact
of decomnissioning to which he has testified, I believe we will provide better evidence of those facts.

Senior Member: Vary well. . . -
Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness, sir.
Senior Member: The board has nc questions of Commander Moss.

Counsel for the board: Commander Moss, You are edvised that at this time you ere privileged to
make sany further statement covering anything related to the subject matter of the investigation end
that you think should be made a matter of record in connection therewvith, which has not baen fully
brought ocut by the guestions vhich have been asked. Do you have anything to edd?

Vitness: ¥o, sir. I have nothing to edd,
The witness wvas duly warned concerning his testimony and withdrew from the board room.

1ieutensnt Commander Geerge L. McMichasl was recalled as & witness by counssl for the board,
reninded of his previous oath, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the beoard:

Q. Lieutenent Commander McMichasl, do you recall my question to you concerning the preparation
of a 1ist of personnel on board USS FRANK E. EVANS at the time of collision end their current status?
A. Yas, sir.

Q. Has such a list been prepared?
A. Yes, oir, 1 have it with me.

Q. And are you satlsfied as to its accuracy?
A, Yas, sir, I mm.

Q. And from vhat records was this list prepared?
A. This was drawn from ssrvice records of the personnel involved which are still on file in
Maval Statiem, Subic.

Q. And wvas it based on the records of the ehip as they existed prist %o the collision?
“*A.’ They wers based on the records of the ship prior to the collision as updated and annotated
following the collision.

Q. And you are satisfisd that the list is an aceurats representation of all the personnel aboerd...
A. Yss, sir., On the day of the collision, as T testified esarlier, we had 273 persoms out of
vhom 74 ware killed - 199 survived. The list indicates 199 survivors and 74 deceased.

Q. By vhom was the list prepared?
A. 1 prepared it.

Coumeel for the board: May we have the list warked Exhibit 90 for identification end based on
the testimony of lLisutenmnt Commander McMichasl, Exhibit 90 {» tandered, end admittence into svidence
is requested.
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EXAMIMATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by ths senior mambar:

Q. Does this listing {ncluda thosa persons that wvars attached to USS FRANX E. EVANS but who wers
not physically sboard? ‘

A. ¥o, sir, It doas mot., It includes only those persons physically on board the ship at the
time of collisiom,

Senior Membar: BExhibit 90 may be admitted,
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Lieutsnant Commander McMichasl, are you nin of the disposition of FRANK E. EVARS personnal
following their return to Subie?
A. Yeos, air,

Q. And vhat date did the personnsl return to Bubic on board the EEARSARCE!
A. Wes rveturned to Subic on Saturday the 7th. My calendar wetch wes broken.

Q. Salt water damage?
A, Y... sir.

Counsel for the board: The board can take judicial notice that Saturday is the Tth of Juna,

Witness: I balieve we got in on Friday. Friday the 6th, thers wers 196. 1 believe 2 were
hospitalized. One had been rsleased alrsedy on Bmargency lsave and had left on the day of the
collision, R o ”

Q. And vhat dly did the stern section 8f the EVANS ...

A, mq. the 9&.

Q. Do you recall what date the bulk of the crev departed the Fhilippinas?
A. Yes, #ir, 153 Den departed on the afterncon of the 9th.

Q. Where did they depart for?
A. They departed from here on a chartsred air liner from Cubi Peint to Long Beach, California.

Q. And od you know what the disposition &£ those porlr:mnﬂ was vhen thay arrived in the United
States?

A, Yes, sir. They ware all granted immediate lsave. They have since, at their leave addresses,
the bulk of them have recaived permansnt duty station orders.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senicr mamber:

Q. Did they have anything to say about what those orders would be. Were they asked to exprass
preferences ?

A. Yas, sir. They spant the best part of a day with CTU 70.8.1, who himsalf was hare, running
through item by item, choice by choice, with the men sxplaining the availability of variocus billets.
Those that were close to being in the SEAVEY segment coming up were told they would be issued shore
dutyﬂ;:fdeﬂ. I think everybody got his first or sscond choice if the firat and sacond choice were
possible.

EXAMIRATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the bbard:

Q. Certain of the persomnel cbvicusly sufferad parsonal losses in the case of clothing and
personal sffects and so forth. Do you lmow what action was taksn to compensate personnel for those

claims ?
A, Yes, sir. They were told befors to make up a list of what they lost while it was fresh in

their minds, When we arrived hers in Subic they put the forms in the proper tripicate forw Bhat are
required. In the meantime, suthorization had besn received here for the claims to be adjudicated on
the spot by a representative of NAVSTA Subic, who {s Lisutenant Commander Brickeon, To the bast of
my knovledge, every man who left here on that flight on the 9th, hed the bulk of his seabag replaced
in kind snd sny personal belomgings or monsy which he had loat was paid to him in cash prior to
departurs. Those parsons who are still hare were granted the ssme privilege. Host of us delayed
ours until the initial rush was over, but I believe that evarybody that is still hers or who has
remained behind hes also had their clain processed.

Q. Do you know, following completion of today's procesdings, how many personnel will be retained
here in Subic?

A, No, sir, T have not bean informed.

Counsel for the board: No further questions of this witnass at this tims, sir,

Senior Member: The board has mo further questions for Lisutensnt Commander McMichaal at this tima.
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Counsal for the board: You sre advised that you may make any additicnal statement that you think
is pertinent at this time, ‘

Witness: I have no further statement,

Counsel for the board: You ars veminded of the wvarning as to not discussing your testimomy with
mycns.

Witneas: Yes, oir.
Counndd for the board: Thank you, You are exsusad.

Couneal for the board: 84r, at this time coumsel for ths board has no further witnesses to ecall.
Thars are a couple of areas that you have sasked for sxploration which we have not been produced yet,
1 would alsc edvise the board that coumsel for Lisutanant (funtior grads) Hopson has sdvised counsel for
the board that Lisutensat (junior grade) Hopsom does not wish at this time to add anything to the
testimonv which he has praviously given. You will recall that he reservad until later the opportumity
to make & final statement, and we ars sdvised that he has no such statemant at this tima,

Sanior Member: Vary well. The board intends to devote the naxt several days to anslysis of
the avidence received to dats. The date of resumption of hearings will be snnounced vhen f£irm and
the board her~with edjourns.

The board adjourn~d at 1440 hours, 27 Jme 1969.

€
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, -EIGHTEENTH DAY-
& The board reconvened at 0843 hours, 5§ July 1969.

A1l persons connected with the board who were present when the bpard adjourned
were again present.

-y

Senior Member: The board is now open.

Counsel for the boerd: This 15 an open session of the board.. Anyone who may
be a witness is required to withdraw at this time.

Fireman Robert Lockwoed, U. §. Navy, was called as a witness by counsel for
the board, was sworn, and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: Fireman Lockwood, you have been called as a witness for this board of
investigation which is inquiring into the circumstances surrounding the collision
of HMAS MELBOURNE and USS FRANK E. EVANS, because is is vnderstood that you have
evidence which may assist the board in its investigation. Under United States law
no witness may be compelled to answer any question, the answer to which may tend
to incriminate him, and you may refuse to answer any such question., Do you under-
standAthose rig?ts 45 1 have explained them?

t Yes, sir.

: Would you state your name, your rate, and {oﬁf present assigngent?
: Robert Lockwood, FN, assigned to FRANK E. EVANS. -

And were you assigned to FRANK E. EVANS on 3 June 19697

Yes, sir.

How long have you been in the Navy?
A year and 10 months.

Do syou recall the date that you were assigned to FRANK E. EVANS?
January the 2nd, 1969, . '

And prior to that time, were you assigned to any other ship?
No, sir. .

And to what division were you assigned on board FRANK E. EVANS?
“M" Division.

And what were your principal duties in that division?
: To work in the forward engineroom on machinery and to stand watches there.
I also stood watch in the forward engineroom.

>0 O PO O PO IO DO

Q: And what types of watches did you stand in the forward engineroom?
Throttle watch, evaporator watch and messenger watch.

A:
Q: Were you assigned to a watch on the midwatch of 3 June 19697
A: Yes, sir, I stood the throttle watch.

Q: Inviting your attention to the period of about 0300 to 0310 on that watch,

do you recall the speed, the revolutions, that were rung up, being generated at

that time? .
A: Yes, sir. 206 revolutions,

And to what does that correspond in knots, 1f you know?
Off-hand I think 1t's 22 knots,

No, sir.

Had 1t been steady for some time, do you know?
Almost all might that night we were pretty well jumping around to different

speed changes,

Q:

A:

Q: Do you recall how lgng that engine order had been rung up?
A:

Q:

A:

Q: In what speed range, do you recall?
A: Up around the same we were going at the time.
Q: About 22, 1n that vicinity?
A: Yes, sir.
Q: Do you recall any bell signal about that time?
A: The bell we got just before the collision was a back full,
Q: And how was that received, in what sequence? Do you recall? ‘
A: They rung it up, and we tried to answer 1t, but didn't have enough time to.
‘\
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Q: And what did you do when they rang it up?
A: 1 grabbed the astern throttle and Peters, who was standing the messenger
watch, grabbed the forward throttle and that's all the time we had,

Did you manage to turn the astern throttle at all?
Ne, sir.

D =0

And what was the next thing that happened at that point?
The collision,

Q: How were you aware that a collision had occurred? What happened to
and what did you observe? PP yeu
A: Well, the Tights went out and I couldn't see very much, but I was thrown
do7?io? the deck and thrown up tgainst the throttle board, at the time of the
co sion.

Q: Did you notice a clock at anytime during this period?
A: No, sir,

Q: Was thgre 2 loud noise associated with the collisian?
A: Yes, sir., The ship coming into us. That's the only noise we heard - the
collision itself,

Q: And after being thrown into the thirottle board, what did you do next?

A: Well, the steam came in and I grabbed hold of Baughman; then the water
started coming in and we said, "Let's get out of here," and we tried to get up the
Tadder and the ladder wasn't where we thought {1t would be - under the hatch.

Q: Now, which hatch are you referring to?

A: The inboard hatch. - “» . .

Q: And that's on which side of the engineroom?

A: Port side.

Q: Is that forward or aft in the engineroom?

A: Forward.

Q: Forward part of the forward engineroom, port side?

A: Yed, sir.

Q: The hatch runs into what, the port passageway?

A: Yes, sir.

: And when you found that the ladder did not go to that hatch, what did you

do next?

A: We started looking for the hatch. And we heard somebody say, "Here's the
hatch over here," and I stil1 had a headset on so I had to take it off and threw
it aside, and we started going for where they were. And I started to get out and
I heard Peters say, "Where is the hatch?" So I said, "Over here," and reached for
him and helped him over, and we got out. I was the last one out of the enginercom.

Q: And when you said, "they" called out that the hatch was over there, who
was doing the calling out?
A: Peacock.

Peacock?
Yes, sir.

And where were you at that time?
I was still standing by the ladder.

What level of the engineroom was that?
: Up around the overhead, the water was up to our waist and we were standing
about 3 feet below the overhead on the ladder.

0 O p-F =

Q: And do you recall where Chief Macayan was at the time of the collision?
A: Just before he was right near the throttle board. PBut at the time of the
collision 1 didn't see him until after I got out on the fantail.

Q: At the time that you {indicated that you assisted ... Peters, was it?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Where was he located in relation to you?

A: He was off to my left hand side. Where I couldn't say, because 1t was dark
down there. 1 just heard a voice and reached for him.

@: Could you see any emergency 1llumination at all?
A: One battle Tantern was going off and on every once i1n a while, but that
was all,

Q: And where was this located, do you recall?
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0ff to my right hand side.

Which side of the ship would that be on?
Port side.

Was it in the lower portion of the engineroom or the upper portion?
Top portion.

And it would have been above the water or below the surface of the water?
Well, it was just about in the water.

o D p_F =] b

: You indicated that the water came up. Can you give an estimate of how
rapidly the water rgse in the engineroom?
A: Well, at first it was coming in reat rapidly, but then it started stowing
down. And when ! got out it, was about 4 feet from the overhead.

Q: Do you recall how you managed to ctimb up to the hatch without a ladder
being there?

A: 1 just started moving my feet around and anything I could stand on I stood
on, :nd then Peacock reached his arm down and 1 grabbed hold of it and he pultled
me out.

Q: Was Peacock outside the hatch when he did that?
A Yes, sir,
Q
A

Were you floating on the water as you went up also?
Yes, sir.

Q: Do you have any idea as to what happened to the ladder, that it was not
by the hatch? . : -

A: Well, not at the time, but the only thing we can think is that it was
moved, broke loose at the top.

Q: That was by the force of the collision?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: You indicated that at the time of the collision occurred you were wearing
a phone set, and you took it off. Did that phone set become entangled with anyone
else?

A: Yes, sir, it became entangled on Baughman's foot.

Q: And how did he get out of the phone set?
A: 1 got it off his foot.

Q: Do you have any clear picture as to the order in which the personnel in
the forward engineroom exited the hatch?

A: Not a real clear picture. Like I safd I was a little bit away from the
hatch and couldn't see very good.

Q: As I understand it, you were the last man to leave the engineroom, were
you not?
A: Yes, sir.

Do you know who went just ahead of you?
Peters.

Q

A

Q: And do you know who went ahead of him?

A: It was either Peacock or Baughman, I'm not sure.

: At the time you went through the hatch, how far was the water from the
overhead of the forward engineroom?
A: About 4 feet.

And when you were pulled through the hatch, what did you find on the main

Q:
deck in the vicinity of the hatch?

A: Well, it was dark inside the ship too, so0 I couldn't see very good, and
Just started finding my way out to the main deck, starboard side.

Q: Were any other personnel there who emerged?
5: MWell, there was Peacock out there and when 1 walked towards the hatch to

get out on the starboard side, Peters was laying on the deck, because he was almost
in shock at the time.

Did you see Mulitsch at any time during this period?
Once I got out on the main deck, starboard side.

Not in the vicinity of the inboard hatch, is that correct?
No, sir.

f= 20 0

: Did you see a man by the name of Frey or a man by the name of Fuchs in
the vicinity of the hatch?
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A: No, sir.

Q: Who were the personnel in the immediate vicinity of the hatch at the time
that you came up from the forward engineroom?
A: Peacock is the only one 1 remember.

Q: And he was the one who assisted you through the hatch, is that correct?
A Yes, sir.

. Q: Had Baughman already le i the vicinity, as far as you know?

. A: Yes, sir.

j hatchs And when was the first time you saw Baughman, after you emerged from the

A Starboard side on the main deck.

Q And he was with Peters at that time?

A Yes, sir.

Q: And could you describe for the board what injuries You received as the
result of the collision?

A: o

E Over what portions of vour body?

Q: And what is the préesent status of those fnjuries?

A: They are still healing.

Q: And at the time of the collision, how were you clothed? )

A: 1 had on a pair of dungaree trousers and a teeshirt.

Q: PRegular white teeshirt?

A: ves, sir,

Q: Prior to the collision, did you hear anything over the phones that you
were weariqg?

A: No, sir.

Q: To whom were yov connected on those phones?

A: The bridge.

Q: And what circuit was that?

A: The 1JvV.

Q: Was that circuit manned on the bridge?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Do you recall who was manning it?

A: No, sir.

Q: After you went to the starboard side, would you describe what occurred

after that?
I stood out there for a little while and then Silvers, machinist mate

third class, helped me back to the fantail.

=

Q: What was your condition at this time?
A: Well, I was pretty well scared at the time. My hands were hurting, that's

the only thing that bothered me at the time.

Q: The other burns were not apparent to vou at this time?
A: No, sir.

Q: When you went aft, what did you do then?
A: I stood around and waited until Silvers came back and said that all the

injured personnel were to go on the MELBOURNE.

Q: And how did you go to the MELBOURNE?
A: I went up to about amidships on the starboard side and climbed up a ladder

to the fantail of the MELBOURNE.

What type of ladder?
Metal ladder.

It was not a scrambling net or anything of that nature?
No, sir.

It was a regular ladder?
Regular ladder.

O =0 0O
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Q: And what treatment did you receive when you arrived on board MELBOURNE?

A: 1 got on board and one of the guys came up and took me to their wardroom
where they got my trousers off me and started treating . And then they
took me up to sick bay where they treated them,

Q: What sort of treatment did thev give vou

What was the medicine they put on?
Furicin.

Q
A
Q: How long did you remain aboard MELBOURNE?
that ? I don't know the exact time they heloed me off. It didn't seem Tike it was
a .

A d when they heloed you off, to where did they take you? .
The KEARSARGE.

Q
A
Q: And you remained on the KEARSARGE then for how long?
A: Until they pulled in on the &6th of June.

Q

A

Pulled into Subic?
Yes, sir.

. - Q: Returning to the time of the collision and the events in the forward
engineroom, do you have any comments as to the conduct or behavior of personnel on
watch at that time in the forward enginercom, as to orderliness, cooperation,

assistance to each other, and so forth?
A: He{l, we assisted each other in getting out. But as far as amybody helping
us, it was just people in the engineroom, we just helped eack other to get out,

Q: Was there any person in particuiar that you feel is deserving of special

mention?
A: No, sir, we just all worked together as a group,.

-And as to the treatment on either the fantail of EVANS or on board

Q:
MELBOURNE, do you have any particular comment?
A: On board the MELBOURNE, they treated us like we were kings, like we were

the greatest thing alive. They were outstanding to us.

8: Do you have any idea of where the steam was coming from:
: No, sir.

Q: And do you have any idea of where the water came in?
A: Na, sir.

Counsel for the board: Counsel has no further questions of this witness.

EXAMINATICN BY THE BOARD

Questions by the senior member:

Q: Lockwood, did you receive any first aid treatment on the fantail of EVANS

before you left to go to MELBOURNE?
A: No, sir. There was no first aid treatment given there by anybody on the

EVANS, as far as | know.

Senior Member: The board has no further questions of Fireman Lockwood.

Counsel for the board: At this time Fireman Lockwood, you are given the
opportunity to make such additional statement concerning the subject matter of the
investigation that you feel is warranted which has not been brought out by the
previcus questions. Do you have anything to add that has not been brought out by

the questions?

FN Lockwood: No, sir.

The witness was duly warned, excused, and withdrew from the board room.

Lieutenant (jg) Jeffery W. Covert, U. S. Naval Reserve, was recalled as a
witness by counsel for the board, was reminded that he was stil) under oath, and

testified as foliows:
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FCR THE BOARD

Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: Mr. Covert, at your prior appearance before the board, it was suggested
that you could assist the board by preparing an annotation of certain damaged parts
of the stern section of FRANK E. EVANS, as to identification of different pieces of
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machinery, piping, and so forth. I have before me a document consisting of three
parts and whjch has been marked as Exhibit 91 for fdentification, the first part
being a listing of equipment and so forth, and the second two part being photographs.
I w1]; gi;e theT to you at this time. Do you recognize that document?

: es, sir.

Q: Would you describe what it js?
A: These are two pictures of the forward damaged section of the ship at frame
92 1/2, looking aft.

“ Q: Did you view, personally, that portion of EVANS?
A: Yes, sir.

i Q: Do the photographs present a fair representation of that portion of FRANK
< E. EVANS' stern section?
A: Yes, sir. They do.

Q: Superimposed on those two photographs are numbered tags. Would you state
what those tags are?

A: Each numbered tag refers to a piece of equipment or part of the ship which
I have been able to identify, to the best of my ability, as to what it is and what
its purpose was, as it was in the damaged condition immediately after its return
to Subic Bay.

Q: And do the numbers on the first - let me start over. Do the descriptions
of the machinery corresponding to the numbers on the first page of that document
accurately describe the pieces of machinery identified by the numbers on the photo-
graphs?

A: Yes, sir. They do.

Q: Do you have any additional comment és to this particular dochent?
A: No, sir. This document was made to the best of my ability to identify
the damage condition.

Q: Did you have any assistance in preparing this document?
: I went back to the ship and traced out some of the lines myself.

Q: " Did you use the ship's plans in any way?
A: Ygs, sir. 1 did.

: And are the pieces of machinery and other items jdentified on those
photographs, to the best of your knowledge, accurately identified?
A: Yes, sir.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances, we submit this and request
its admission into evidence as Exhibit 91.

Senior Member: It may be so received, counsel.
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD (Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q: Lieutenant Covert, in your previous appearance, the board also discussed
with you “he status of the after emergency diesel generator, do you recal}l that?
A: Yes, sir. 1 do.

Q: At this time I would like to ask you several additional questions perhaps
to clarify and amplify your previous testimony. Would you review for the board the
situationas to the after emergency diesel generator immediately after the collision?

A: The after emergency diesel started immediately, within a veryv short time
after the collision. I was not in the space but my stateroom is directly above the
diesel compartment and I did hear it start.

Q: And do you know whether or not the generator then took the lgad of the
emergency circuits in the after portion of the ship?

A: 1 do not believe that it took the load, the total load of the after part
of the ship. 1 believe it did take the load of the after steering gear motor,

Kis

Q: And what is the basis of your belief as to that? .

A: I base this on the fact that sometime after the collision, I was in the
after steering compartment and the rudder had been placed amidships by electrical
means.

Q: Do you have any explanation for why the diesel generator did not take the

remainder of the emergency load aft? )
A: I have a couple of opinions as to why it might not have taken it. 1[I do
not have any concrete proof as to what really happened.

Q: Could you state those opinions and what their basis is?
A: Yes, sir. ODne of them, after steering is fed directly from the after
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emergency switchboard. Everything else that is fed from the after emergency switch-
board goes through a breaker. If there was a ground or & short in one of the other
circuits such that if the individual breaker would not trip, it would have tripped
the main breaker which would have rendered the after board useless, except for the
after steering section. The electrical shop in the shipyard checked the switchboard
and found it to be, as far as they could determine, in operationg condition. But
they also stated in my conversation with them, that there could have been a mal-
funcation of & ground or a short, which would have prevented the lighting locad and
other circuits to take effect.

G: Which board are you talking about?
A: This is the after emergency switchboard.

Q: To your knowledge, was the board checked for a ground or a short at anytime
shortly after the collision?

A: I received the word from the electrician that the after emergency board
would not take the load. I didn't pursue this any further at that time. Later on
the chief electrician off the LARSON, I don't know his name, was asked to go down
and check the board out and see if we could run the diesel. And he reported there
was a ground or a short someplace in the circuit, that we would have to clear it
before we could make the board completely operative.

Q: And approximately how long after the collision was this, do you know?
This was, 1 would guess, to be about 2 hours.

A:
Q: Was it after LARSON had moored alongside?
A: No, sir. This was before.

Q: Going back to the starting up of the diesel, the emergency diesel generator.
What wouid be the normal sequence of events if the*main generator Jos® the Toad and
the emergency generator was to take the Joad?

A: MWhen the after emergency switchboard receives a signal or perceives the
fact that there was no power available from the after main switchboard, it would
have started the diesel.

Q: And what would actuate that action?

A: MWell, there is an automatic bus transfer and there is a sensing device that
senses whep there is no power available to the board from the after main board, which
automatically starts the diesel. Puts on ... after steering has power available at
that time and there are 3 or 4 light fixtures in each of the two after main spaces
that would be activated automatically.

Q: Under the normal setup in a steaming condition, would the after emergency
diesel generator be connected only to circuits in the after part of the ship?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: And under such normal steaming conditisqs. would those circuits extend
beyond the point at which the bow and stern secffons were severed by the collision?

A: No, sir. Not under our normal circumstances, unless sometime in the last
24 or 25 years, somecone has miswired or rewired something incorrectly. I do not
think that was the case.

Q: Do you know what the setup was at the time of the collision?
A: As far as I can determine and as far as the practice had been, the after
emergency board was connected only to circuits in the after portion of the ship.

Q: Is it fair to conclude from that then that the damage done by the collision
jtseif would not normally have caused the ground or short that was - that appartently

resulted? .

A: I would say it would be a logical conclusion, unless some of the wires that
were severed up forward had been pulled through the space or pulled a connection box
off, something 1ike that. Not an electrical connection but it would have been a
mechanical, the act of wires pulling out of one box could have shorted across another
connection in the same box, something Tike this.

Q: And another question on the automatic bus transfer switch. When the after
emergency board senses a drop in voltage or the loss of the load from the main
switchboard, and the emergency switchboard takes the load, does that auvtomatically
sever the electrical connection between the main board and the emergency board?

A: VYes, sir.

Q: So if there is a short in the main board or any of the circuits it's
connected to, it should not affect the emergency board or it circuits, is that a
fair statement?

A: Yes, sir,

Q: At the time of the collision, do you know whether the after main board was

feeding power to the steering gear? )

A: VYes, sir. I won't say positively, but that is the way it was set up to be
run., And every time I had checked it previous to that, that is the way the switch
was set to feed normally from the after switchboard.
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Q: As I understand it, the ship was steaming split-plant?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And you had a generator in both the forward and after enginerocoms on the
line?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And it would be normal then for the after generator to have the steering
gear, is that correct?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Do you know what caused the after main board to lose the load?

A: No, sir. 1 received word that the board was arcing and sparking. Then
they proceeded to secure the generator.

Q: Was that prior to the time you made your inspection of the after engineroom?
A: Yes, sir. It was secured when I got down there.

Q: And when you entered the after engineroom, did you see any apparent water
splashing on the - let me start over. Did you see any evidence that water had gone
on the after main switchboard?

A: It appeared wet.

Q: It appeared wet. Going back to Exhibit 91, the diagram or the pictures.
Do you consider that the location of any of the items marked by you is remarkable
having regard to the circumstances of the collision?

By remarkable - -

Q: Deserving of special comment as to its location, condition, or, anything
of that nature. - ‘

A: The main steam Y, which I believe is number 3 on the picture, was pulled
forward a considerable distance. It is my opinion that that is what made the hole
up there next to the centerline, the steam line being pulled forward.

Q: Could you show that to the board, Lieutenant Covert?
A: YXes, sir.

Q: Le® the record reflect that Lieutenant Covert is pointing out the main
steam Y indicating that it was moved about 15 feet forward., Lieutenant Covert,
fust to confirm the bopard's understanding, did the split-plant operation on June
3rd include both generators on the line?

A: Yes, sir,

And was the electrical load split between the two?
Yes, sir. .

And how was it split between the two?

: It was split in the normal setup. In other words, it was a complete split-
plant operation. No power from the after board should have been going forward of the
after engineroom. And the same thing forward. It should have been a clean division,

p =] B0

At the?
At frame 110.

At frame 1107
Yes, sir.

And the collision occurred at frame 92 1/27
Yes, sir.

p-J = - p =]

Q: Is this a standard type split, or, I mean is there a doctrine for this type
operation or is this a FRANK E. EVANS doctrine that split it this way?

A: This is fairly standard operating procedure., It's set up for maximum
protection of all circuits. It's the way the Navy operates most of its destroyers,
I would say.

§: 1Is it normal for FRANK E. EVANS to steam fully split-plant in fleet
operations? )

A: Yes, sir. Unless we had a casualty to one of our generators or something
Jike that.

Q: This next question also calls for your opinfon. Do you think the mal-
function of either arcing or sparking of the after main board would have resulted
from the shock of the collision, or was it the result of water only or perhaps the
combination of both? Could you give your opinion on that? Based on your observa-
tions as well as your position as Chief Engineer.

A: No, sir. I don't think I could. I looked at the board, the switchboard,
with the LARSON's personnel and I could see ... from the back of the board, I could
see no mechanical damage. Of course I didn't read the board out itself.

G: By read it out, you mean what?

L3 AR
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A: Check it for grounds or short circuit or things like that.

Q: Do you have any idea of where the water that you observed when you first
inspected the switchboard could have come from?
¢ 1'm quite sure it came from the outboard hatch to the after engineroom,
which is on the starboard side.

¢nd do you attribute that to the heavy roll taken at the time of collision?
es, sir.

Is that hatch normally open or closed during steaming?
Normally open for perscnnel comfort.

fon ] 0 >0

What is the designation of that hatch, if you recall?

A: The hatch itself I believe is a ZEBRA fitting. There is an outboard door -
the hatch comes up into a vestibule and there is an outboard hatch, which I believe
gs : YOKE fitting, that was usually logged open, as far as the closure log on the

ridge.

Q: Can it be left open when the ship is steaming darken ship?
A: Yes, sir.

Q: How is the 1ight screened out?

A: It's - the vestibule serves as a light trunk. It's painted black inside.
we secured the one 1ight - there was one light down below right by the hatch and
we secured it. )

Q: Did you have any orders in effect as to what should be worn by watch
personnel while in the fire and enginerooms?
A: MWhat should be worn? o " . .

Q: VYes. Clothing.

A: I had instructions that they all should at least have on T-shirts. And
my feeling was that they should have on long sleeve shirts, but I did not enforce
that.

Enforce what part of {t?
The wearing of long sleeve shirts rolied down.

Did you enforce at least the T-shirt part?
Yes, sir.

How about shoes and socks?
They are all required to have on shoes, socks, and long pants.

And how about head covering?
No, sir.

No requirement as to head covering?
No requirement.

p- Y] 0 p_ Y] O O

. Lieutenant Covert, in the course of pointing out the fact that the main
steam Y was pulled forward about 15 feet - Jjet me rephrase that. You indicated in
pointing out to the brard the features on the photos that the main steam Y was
pulled forward about 15 feet. Did you inspect that area of the ship to determine
where the break occurred to permit it coming that far forward, or was the line
stretched, or how did that occur?

A: If 1 recall, it broke off past that Y. It goes into another valving
arrangement and it is also broken there.

Q: Where was the break?
A: Directly above the throttlie board.

Q: Lieutenant Covert, you will also recall that in your prior appearance you
were asked to reflect on and discuss with your fellow officers, the question of
design deficiencies ¢r recommendations with respect to matters you observed
following the collisicn. Have you had the chance to do that?

A: Yes, sir. I have talked with - as I was instructed - talked to the rest
of the officers present. I think my biggest, not biggest, but my sole recommendation
would be for al) ships to take a hard look at their securing procedures, in view
of what had happened to the FRANK E. EVANS.

O: In what respect do you refer to the securing procedures?

A: Securing loose gear, damage control fittings, small things 1ike lockers,
drawers, with the view of what can happen. Not just an easy roll, but if another
collision did take place. I don't think this was a major hindrance on the FRANK
E. EVANS, fortunately, I believe the gear held together reasonably well. But it
could have been much warse I think, if some of the larger objects hadn't been
secured as well as they were, I think we would have had more injuries in the

after section of the ship.
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Q: Do you have any comment 2s to emergency lighting?

A: I think, battle lanterns, I think, should be positioned with escape
potential in mind, as far as illuminating the escape routes, areas such as this.
And I think they should be all automatic battle lanterns, especially in your berting
spaces and living compartments, rather than the manual switch.

Q: 1If you made them all automatically actuated, how would you suggest that
provisicn be made for portable light?

A: I think you would also have to install portable lights in the same space
altso. But rather than depend solely on manual lanterns, to install the automatic
type. That's what we had done in the majority of the spaces.

G: Wkere there any spaces in FRANK E. EVANS, to your knowledge, any berting
spaces to your knowledge, that did not have automatically actuated battle lanterns?
A: Not to my knowledge.

Q: Do you have any additional comments or this subject?
A: Ko, sir.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD
Questions by the senior member:

Q: Mr. Covert, in regard to siting the battle lanterns ard emergency lighting,
with regard to escape poMtential, does your recommerdaticn imply that that was not the
ranner in which the emergercy lighting was distributed or located in FRANK E. EVANS?

A: No, sir., I brirg that up as & good point 2s what had happened, that the
lights were there. To my krowledge, the lights were there and available.

Q: And you think in general they were located in such a way as to meet the
requirements which existed in this emergency, or not?

A: 1 think in the majority of the cases of the ones I personally saw, I
believe ttey oid. Yes, sir.

Q: Co you think that in FRANK E. EVANS, there was a correct distribution of
lighting - of types of battle lanterns, as between manually operated and auto-
matically operated?

A: Yes, sir. I would say we were very well off in this respect. 1 had a
program in effect to replace the portable, manuval portable lights with installed
relay operated battle lanterns. This had two purposes. One was to - it would mean
the 1ight would be permanertly mounted and oeople coculdn't pick them up to use for
flashlights, and they had a better chence of staying in their location. The second
thing was, that they - there was no neec for anybody to turn them on., They were
there when the reed came up.

0: You speak of the autoratic lanterns as being permanently located. 1Is it
not true that in at least some cases, the relay actuated automatic battle lanterns
are mounted in the same way as the manual?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Except for the electrical connection to the bulk ... to a cable attached

to the bulkhead?

A: Yes, sir. They are mourted identically. You can take the relay operated
ones off if you twist the back and give them a good pull, you can puil the cable
out of them and use them 2t a portable light.

Q: Did that happer immediately following cellision?
A: Not to my knowledge. No, sir.

Q: In general, were the mounting brackets themselves adeguate to withstand

the shock of collisicon?
B: Yes, sir. I telieve they were. 1 didn't see any hanging from the wire,

hangirg from the electrical wire.

Q: Were the number and types of battle lanterns in FRANK E. EVANS and their
dictribution in general, in accordence with type standards or were they unique
in your ship? .

A: | think they were in accordance with the directives put out. COMCRUDESPAC
had come out earlier, ! can't recall what time, sometime six morths previous t¢
this, revising the allowance of Lattle lanterris for destroyers. saying that it was
up to the Commanding Officer's discretion as to how many and where he put them.

G: If he wanted more battle lanterns, he wculc have to fund them out of the
ship's operating allowance, is that correct?

A: Yes, sir. I think that was the only - that would have been the cnly
stumbling block or - that would have been the only reason why we didn’'t have more.
I did feel 1 hacu sufficient cuantity on board., I hac spares, 2nd 1 was never
presseo for money as such, in damage controtl,

Q: WKhich department has hac the responsibility fcr funding lifejackets?
A: The Weapons Department.
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Q: So this was not under your ccgnizance?
A: No, sir.

) Q: In the main engineering spaces we have received evidence that the life-
jeckets were stowed on a permanent basis to accommodate the general quarters
personnel, is that true?

A: Yes, sir. We had the COp inflatable 1ifejackets in eech engineering space,
- enough for the general quarters teamr.

- Q: In light of this collision experience, do you see any desirable modification
of that practice, in your opinion?
A: In my opinien, No, sir. I think it was a good arrangement. The peeple
knew where they were, the engineering personnel. And then in circumstances such as
- this collision, a majority did go tu the spa2ce to help secure the plant, and
whether they picked up a lifejacket when they left again, I am not sure. I know I
sent some people back dcwn te pick up - I knew there were some down there, to get
the ones out of there.

You are saying that some people at least, who were asleep at the time of
the collision, proceeded to their general quarters station, to assist in securing
the piant, is that correct?

A: Yes, sir. 1 don't know whether it was their general quarters station.
Some of them had stations up forward, of course, but they did proceed down belaow.
I'm sure - I saw 2 or 3 of them come out, that were not crn watch.

G: In your post collisien inspection of the shkip, did you discover any
indicators that would assist the toard in determintng exactly how far FRAKK E.
EVANS rolled to startoard immediately following the collision?

A: The only irndication that I had that there was water, there was water in
my stateroom, there was water or the starbcard side of after officer's fuarters,
approximately, it must have beer about 3 feet high at one time, during the roll.
Up forward, in the very forward passageway of the ship there is a lot of lagaing
anc material that had blown cut cf the ferward enginerocm, up on the bulkheads,

a fuzzy browr cclored meterial. And this cocverec the inboard passageways feirly
thoroughly up forward, except on the starboard side for about 5 feet to the
starboard side of amidships, it was wiped clean as if water had come up and washec
it cff, which woulc have indicated that water had getten in there. But as far as
a roll, I capnot- could net positively say how far over.

Q: How far would the ship have had to roll in orcer to admit water to the
after enginercom, starboard outbozrd hatch?

A: I would say approximately 7C degrees. I dcn't krnow how far under the
ship had been pushed or whether it was pushed against the water and the wave
action rolled back in tkere, I can't say.

Senicr Member: The toard has no further cuestions of Mr., Covert.

Counsel for the board: Mr. Covert, at this time you are privileged to make
any aoditicnal staterent you desire concering the subject matter ¢f the investi-
caticr which has nct beer broucht cut by frevious questions. Go you have any
additicnal comments?

LTJG Covert: I think I would 1ike to say that our first concern was to get
the people off, due tc the rate at whkich the ship was geing cown., 1 feel very
confident that, had we taken the time and felt it worth the risk cof the people
involved, we coulc have scuared away the after diesel, remedied the problem with
the after diesel anc at the same time more than likely weuld have bheern able to
light off the after engineering plant. It was secured at the time, we would have
had tc check it out, and see what had - what damage had beer dere 2nd proceed from
there. 1 feel that - if I hao felt that the ship would remain floatirg a few more
mirutes or if it had been urder & different circumstarces, single operation cr
semethine like that, I'm sure that we could have lighted the plant back off and
brought 211 services back or board. I did not want to take the time at that time,
and 1 did not think it was worth the risk to try to ¢rergize the after switchbeard,
to try to light the boiler back off, in view of the fact that lines could have
been shorted cut. We would have had tc done a - check the system cut first. I
cier‘t feel we had that time available.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD (Cont'd)

Questions by the serior member:

Q: In other words, Mr. Covert, your sense of urgency was generated by a belief
) that the ship, the after section of the ship was in danger of sinking, is that

correct?

A: Yes, sir. I was very concerned. It was going down at that time. We had
a list, the forward bulkhead was starting to pant, make a cracking noise. I could
not locate the leak up forward. I felt rather than to risk the personnel involved
it would have taken to secure and 1ight back off again, I felt the best thing was
to evacuate the personnel concerned. On my second investigation with the LARSON
personnel, we still felt the same, way, that the ship was in a critical status and
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something had to be done right away.

Q: When you mentioned just now that the ship had a list on her, are you
speaking of a list to one side or the other or a trim condition, or both?

A: Well, it was down by the forward section, which would have been a trim
(garbled). As 1 stated previously it was down quite a bit by the forward section.
And we did have a 1ist to port, which I now belfeve was caused by the MELBOURNE
being alongside and possibly resting on some of the underwater damage to our ship.

Counsel for the board: Do you have any additional comment as to the result

of questions you have just been asked?
LTJ6 Covert: No, sir.

The witness was duly warned, excused, and withdrew from the board room.

Senior Member: We will have a brief recess.

The board recessed at D950 hours, 5 July 1969.
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The board opened at 1000 hours, 5 July 1969.
A1l persons connected with the board who were present when the board recessed were again present.
Counsel for the board: This is an open hearing and anyone who may be a witness should withdraw,

Commander Albert S. McLemore, U. S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board,
reminded that he was still under oath and was examined as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

. Q. Commander McLemore, during your prior appearance before the board, you testified primarily
concerning the events preceding the collision between EVANS and MELBOURNE and you were stopped shortly
after the occurrence of the collision for a later appearance and this is the later appearance. 1
would therefore like to take up at that point, the marrative which you were giving to the board. Would
you then review briefly for the board the first notice that you had that something unusual had occurred
at about 3:00 o'clock on the morning of the 3rd of June?

A. Going through papers which I had on KEARSARGE, 1 found a handwritten statement which 1 had
made shortly after boarding KEARSARGE, which was at that point my recollection of events. I have trans-
cribed that statement and I would like to either read it or introduce it, because I think it represents
my best knowledge of the events immediately following and up through the rescue. :

"= 'n. Can you produce it at this time? - - - - .~ — o .
cmme oA Yes, sir. . - - R R

Q. Let me ask you a coupie of questions about it first. Having read thfs statement does it
refresh your recollection so that you can testify as to the evepts of your own knowledge at this time
or does that statement represent, to your knowledge, your recollection, at that time which is different
from what it is now?

A. No. No, it's not substantially different. I don't believe it differs from previous
recollections that I have, but I think that it does possibly put in into a better order.

Counsel for the board: Under those circumstances I think it would be appropriate to mark it as an
exhibit and then introduce it into evidence. :

Q. I have‘the statement now, which is typewritten. Is this typewritten statement a verbatim
transcript of your handwritten notes that you made on the 3rd of June?
A. I believe it is. I could give you the handwritten notes as well.

§. I think that the handwritten would be preferable.
A. ANl right. I would think it would be as difficult for anyone to transcribe these as it was
for me.

Counsel for the board: We will substitute the handwritten notes as the Exhibit 92 marked for
indentification.

CDR McLemore: I could probably read that into the record if you 1ike, Captain.

Counsel for the board: I think that wouid be preferable.

. Before you do so, when was that statement prepared?

A. This was pre?ared on the evening of the 3rd of June on board KEARSARGE. 1 would say probably
between the hours of 16 and 1900 or during that time frame.

Q. Did it represent your best recollection at that time of the events that occurred?
A. Of that time of the events that occurred.

Q. And, to your knowledge at this time ft was an accurate representation?
A. Yes, sir.

Counse]l for the board: Under those circumstances we would request that it be admitted into
evidence as Exhibit 92 and that Commander McLemore be permitted to read it at this time.

Senior member: Make it so.
The witness read Exhibit 92.

Q. Based on your current recollection do you have anything to add to the events up to the point

of your ....of the occurrence?
A. No, I don't.

At one point in your statement you indicated that the mast was at a 60 degree angle, do you
mean by that that it was rolled over to about 60 degrees?
A. Lying over on it's side, yes, sir.

: Q. After you were in the water, did you observe the bow section of EVANS up to the point of it

sinking?
A. To say that I actually saw it sink, I don't think so. There were three distinct recollections.
One of them was the ship lying over on her side at about a 60 degree angle. This was at about the point
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where ] left the ship, I was swimming to get clear. The next one was looking back over my shoulder and
seeing the ship completely capsized, the bow in the air. Then the recollection was nothing.

. e e At

Q. De you recall which bow of the ship you saw? Was it starboard or port?
A. I believe I was looking from a port quarter aspect. In other words, | must have been Tooking at
3 the port bow up over the sonar dome.

Q. Could you see the sonar dome?
Yes, sir.
No, sir.

Could you describe your injuries received as a result of the collision?

A
Q
A
Q
A

. Did you see any personnel on the ship at that time?

. That really 1s about the
extent of it.

Q. What is the current status of those injuries?
A. I am healed.

Q. At the time you entered MELBOURNE's boat and were rescued, do you recall how many personnel
approximately were fn the boat at that time? C : : o
A, 1 would, strictly a guess, I would say 12 to 15, ) o

Did I understand you to state that you were the last person pulled into the boat prior to {ts
return to MELBOURNE? .
A. That's correct. . . Ll

Q. Was the deceased man you mentioned a man by the name of Glines?
A. 1 assume so.

Q.
A

You did not fdentify him?
I did not identify him, In fact I did not recognize that his remains were in the buat unti]

the boat had emptied. I was waiting for everyone else to get out, and the coxswain said, "That man's
not going any glace. Leave the boat, sir.”

Q. When you boarded MELBOURNE, did you observe the treatment that was being given to EVANS

suryivors on board?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. MWould you describe the nature of it and the completeness and so forth?

A. At the quarterdeck area where I boarded--and as I understand it there was survivors boarding
from several different areas--from the fantail of the ship which was some distance, but I boarded at
her, 1 believe, starboard quarter ladder. No, her port quarter ladder, I'm sorry. We were met, I was
given a blanket. I identified myself and immediately went to the bridge, as I said in this statement.
I was then take to Captain Stevenson's cabin. [ was given the opportunity to shower, was issued a pair
of shorts, a shirt, sandals and then went below to sickbay.

2. Did you have any conversation with Captain Stevenson on the bridge?
. Yes.

. ¥ould you state the substance of that conversation?
A. It was....l recall going into the pilot house and starting to go across and he met me before I

had gotten very far and I believe I said, "What happened?" because at this point I still afdn't know.

Q. Did I understand you to mean you asked, “What happened?" or said it? o
A. I asked, "what happened? I can't testify as to his statement but I believe it was along the

1ines of “You hit me", but this is based on just recollection. He said, "I'm sorry" and I thrink I
said essentially the same thing. I believe that we were very close together at this point, maybe even
close to an embrace. It seemed like this occurred but it may have been later. He directed one of his

officers to take me below and that I be taken care of.

Q. What efforts were made for the comfort and care of the crew of EVANS on board MELBOURNE?
A. After 1 left the Captain's cabin, and 1 wasn't there but a few minutes, I went to sickbay.
At this point I observed medical officers, who they were I don't know, working on the Signalman who

had been injured, Rodrigues.

. Would you repeat his name?
A. Rodrigues, 1 also observed some of the people who had been burned had already been given

emergency treatment. They had dressings and either a salve or something similar to a salve on their
wounds and they were in bunks in sickbay. There were many people being worked on by corpsman types for
lacerations, etc. I was able to determine that the only one that they were very concerned about at that
point was Rodrigues and 1 went in to see him and he was unconscious at that time, The crew was in one

of MELBOURNE's messes. I don't know whether it was a petty officers' mess or 3 ratings' mess, but most
of them were there and they had coffee. They had been issued, either...those that needed them had been
{ssued either RAN dungarees, shorts and shirts, or the coverall type uniforms. Generally in moving
around through the crew and talking to the survivors, everyone was of course confused. 1 think some-
what in a state of shock to the extent that I don't think was unexpected, but no one had anything but the
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highest praise for the way they were being treated.

Q. Could you describe the manner in which a muster of the survivors was compiled?

_ A. There did not seem to be a centralized mustering station. In other words, each man was not
taken to a designated spot and mustered. In fact as crewmen came on board, in some caseS they were
led off by MELBOURNE crewmembers to get dry clothing. The mustering was done by the Executive Officer
and some of my personnel petty officers asking each man to fi11 out a very short form which asked his
name, rate, service number and next of kin. In retrospect I don't believe that there was any method
of definitely determining when a man had been mustered. In other words, a tag wasn't hung around his
gec?_ortgomething which said, "I have been mustered, don't do it again.” We may have gotten some

uplications.

Q. Is that how you would account for the erroneous figure that was first compiled?
A. Yes, sir. It is.
Q. Duplication of survivors? - -

A. Duplications. Yes, sir. People were told to fill out a sheet of paper and they didn't
recognize that they had already done this or it didn't occur to them that they had already done this
and as a result there were more pieces of paper than there were survivors. : :

Q. At one point you indicated that you saw your Executive Officer and indicated your desire to
return to EVANS and were informed that a salvage party had already gone. Did you make any additional

attempts to return to EVANS yourself? . .~ .= . © T T e e
e - A. Yes, sir. 1 did, and Captain Stevenson advised that I not return to EVANS. He felt_that
- there were enough people there, and by this time the Executive Officer had departed for EVANS, and he

knew that Admiral King was coming and that I should probably stay and meet.Admiral King.
Q. How long did you remain on board MELBOURNE? - -h‘
. I was on board MELBOURNE until we disembarked at about® 1000.

To what ship did you proceed at that time}
To KEARSARGE by small boat.

And you remained there for now long?
Until arrival at Subic Bay on the 6th.-

)

»o »o

Q. Subsecquent to the collision, can you state to the board the disposition that has been made of
USS FRANK E. EVANS? . - .

A. VYes, FRANK E. EVANS was on the 12th of June ordered by the Chief of Naval Operations to be
decommissioned on 1 July.

Q. Do you have the official documentation of that?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Could you produce at this time?

A. Yes, sir. There are three messages which apply. CNO to CINCPACFLT, date time group 1220252
of June 69; second, from CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHFLT and COMCRUDESPAC, date time group 1402442 June 69,
in which COMCRUDESPAC was directed to decommission FRANK E. EVANS, and a third message from COMCRUDESPAC
to CO FRANK E. EVANS, date time group 2422192 of June 69, in which I was directed to carry out the
decommissioning.

Counsel for the board: Could we have those three messages collectively identified as Exhibit 93
for fdentification? They are submitted to the board at this time with the request that they be admitted
into evidence. ’

"A. To finish answering your question, the ship was decommissioned on 1 July as directed, and was
turned over to SRF, Subic Bay, for disposition as directed by Chief of Naval Operations.

_Senior member: Counsel, these documents may be admitted as Exhibit 92.

Q. Going back to the time at which you were getting out of your sea cabin, do you have any idea
which way you went out of your sea cabin?

A. The statement which was based on my best recollection said that I believe that ] went out the
after bulkhead. I have give a great deal of thought to this, and 1 honestly don't know. - .

Q. Would that be in the direction of CIC?

A. Yes, sir, it would.

Q. ‘Do you recall your orientation with respect to the main battery director trunk at that time?
A. No, sir. I don't. _

Q. Did you see any other personnel at the time you were exiting in the immediate vicinity?

A. Yes, sir. 1 did. I saw a couple of men ahead of me, moving up. ! think they were radiomen.
Q. Did you identify any CIC personne) or equipment or anything?

A. No, sir. 1 could identify absolutely nothing until 1 got to the exterior and saw the mast.

Q. At this time, Commander McLemore, I have two photographs which 1 have marked Exhibit 94 for
identification which purport to be of the forward section of the flight deck of HMAS MELBOURNE with
certain debris thereon. Have you previously seen those photographs?

A. Yes, sir. [ have.
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Q. Could you describe what they depict to you?

A. The first one is a close up view and 1 would think probably the port forward corner of
MELBOURKE's flight deck with wreckage on it. This wreckage is definitely identifiable as the open bridge
top of FRANK E. EVANS, with the signal bridge wind screen-<the top of the open bridge--which is in
complete enough condition that we can identify the orientatfon of it.

Q. Have you had the opportunity to mark the pieces which you can identify?
A. Yes, sir. 1 have.

Q. Have you done so on those two documents?
A. 1 have.

Q. Do they in your view....Do the markings which you have put on them accurately represent the

* equipments and parts of the structure which you can identify?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q. Have you had any assistance in this project of identifing those equipmehts’and pieces of
wreckage? ' .

t A. Yes, sir. Lieutenant Commander McMichael, Lieutenant Dunne, and Lieutenant {jg) Covert, viewed
: these after I marked them up and they agree substantially that this is correct. There may be some
question as to how, for example, I identify a particular piece of 1ifeline or handrail, as a port side
handrafl. I can do this as there are certain features that allow us to identify this definitely as a
port 1ifera1] as opposed to a starboard liferail. I am confident that these are marked correctly. -
~ Counsel for the board: -Under those circumstances we submit these two pictures as Exhibit 94 and
ask their admittance into evidence. :
Senior member: So received.
- . } -

Q. With respect to other specific equipments and structures of EVANS, could you provide the bopard
with your best recollection as to the following: first of all, the location of the ASW Group ONE badge,
where it was located or painted on the structure? '

A. It was on the 02 level, outboard bulkhead, immediately outboard of the peloruses, port and
starboard.

Q. How was it mounted on that structure?

A -Pa1nt%? on that structure. .

Q. Painted?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I show you Exhibit 41 which is purportedly a picture of EVANS and ask you to mark a “Z" by the
ASW badge on EVANS.

A. (Witness did as directed.) _

Q. Do you recall where antenna couplers were mounted in the vicinity of the bridge of EVANS?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Could you describe them, please? '

A. Yes, sir. There was a WRT] antenna coupler {identified by letter “A"). “B" is an AN/WRT-2
coupler. "B" {s either a WRTZ coupler or URC32 coupler, 1 am not sure which. N

- Q. Did FRANK E. EVANS have wooden deck gratings on the bridge?

A. Yes, sir. She did.

- Q. Did you see any of them in the water after ydu left EVANS?

A. No, sir.

Q. 1 believe you said the you saw a man's leg in the wreckage as you were leaving. By what 1ight
were you making these observations, that and the other things you saw?

A. There was some moonlight.

9

Q. Was there any artificial illumination that you know if? :

A. No, none whatsoever. I do have rather rapid night adaption, and of course I came out of a
dark compartment as well. It was whatever 1ight was naturally available, there was nothing artifical.

Q. Did you see either Lieutenant {jg) Ramsey or Lieutenant {jg) Hopson either in the water or in
the bpat at the time you were in either the water or going to MELBOURNE ¥n the boat?

A. No, sir. 1 didn't see them until after I was on board the MELBOURNE.

- Q. Did you see them after you got on board MELBOURNE?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have any conversation with either of them?

A. Not other than, "Glad to see you."

q; bid elther of them make any remarks about what had happened to you?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Did you ask them what had happened? Either of them?

A. No, I didn't. For some reason....0f course you recognize at this point that I now knew, before
I saw them, that there had been a collision. Ffor some reason which I really can't pin down, very early,
even though 1 was most curious and concerned about what had happened, 1 didn't permit myself to go into
details with any of my people just because I felt that it wasn't the thing to do at that point. I think
when I first saw them I was more concerned with finding out how many others had survived and with getting
a muster and seeing the people in sickbay. No, I didn't talk to them about the events.

. Q. Commander McLemore, in your prior testimony before the board you indicated that your Captain's
Night Orders were prepared on a standard COMCRUDESPAC Form. I have before me a copy of COMCRUDESPAC
General Form 5000/1 (Revised 10-62) which I have marked Exhibit 95 for purposes of identification and
é ::bgit it to you at this time and ask you to examine it. 1Is that the form which you used on board the
VANS?
A. This is the Form which was used for the daily Captain's Night Orders.

Q. In addition to that, what else was in the Captain’s Night Orders?
A. This was in a hard covered book which additionally included the Captain's Standing Night Orders,

Q. And they were in the same hard covered book, 1s that correct?

A. That's correct. There was also a signature page for all watch officers, CIC watch officers, CIC
leading petty officers, to have signed their reading and understanding of the Standing Night Orders. ‘And
of course the Daily Night Orders were initialled by the watch section in the spaces provided. .

Q. And we have previously admitted as Exhibit 13 what was jdentified as the Night Orders in effect _

subject to certain pen and ink changes, is that the same document which was in the same hard covered T
_book as the Daily Night Orders?

‘A. "No, sir. 1 believe you have the one that was, one that s not marked up to this degree. This = ~
is the Executive Officer's working copy with working revisions. I believe you have a different one, do
you not? .
- - . b

Q. That is the one that you provided us previously as the one that was under revision.
A. Now all the changes that are here were not in the bridge copy.

Q. That is the board's understanding; that's correct. The typewritten portions of the document
which you have in front of you was what was posted in the hard covered book on the bridge, is that
correct? , ‘

A. That is correct.

Counsel f&” the board: At this time, sir, counsel would ask for the admission of Exhibit 95 for
identification into evidence and would also request that rather than reproducing the entire book for
the permanent record of the board, that since every page is identical, the record contain only the
cover sheet and the standard left and right pages of this book.

Senior member: Make it so, please, counsel.

Q. In your prior testimony concerning your Night Orders you also described the circumstances under
which you should be cailed during the night as I recall. Did you have any experience with any watch
officers who did not call you under the c¢ircumstances you had prescribed?

A. I can recall only one incident. This involved an officer who no longer is attached, wno was
detached before the incident now under investigation. He did not call me one night for a particular
evolution and he was cautioned very strongly about this, .

{). Was there any repetition of that by that officer?
A. No, sir.

Q. Was it your practice to review the quartermaster or deck log each morning to determine the
evolutions which had occurred during the night?
No. .

Q. When did you review the deck log? } )

A. I would examine the deck log from time to time for specific things. I can't really say that
there was a set pattern to this. Then of course the deck log was reviewed in detail at the end of each
month prior to the submission to the Chief of Naval Personnel.

Q. During the course of those reviews did you ever find that there were evolutions occurring
during the night of which you were not informed?
A. No, I don't believe so.

Q. Other than the one that you previously menticned?
A. I don't believe so.

Q. At the time of the collision on 3 June, how many of your officers were qualified as Fleet
Officers of the Deck?
A. Five.

Q. Would you name them, please?

A. Lieutenant Dunne, Lieutenant Covert, Lieutenant Hiltz, Lieutenant Ramsey, and Lieutenant Bowler.
qQ

A

. How many sections was the watch divided into on 3 June?
. Four sections for officers.
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Q. How were the watch teams--CIC, bridge--balanced to ensure the strength of the various teams?

A. The Sentor Watch Officer, Lieutenant Dunne, prepared the watch bill each time for an underway
evolution to maintain the continuity of trainin? in CIC and on the bridge. This was reviewed by the
Executive Officer and myself prior to being published.

Q. Was there any conscious effort to balance, for example, the newly qualified foféers of the Deck
with a more experienced CIC watch officer?
Yes, very definitely. In fact, the relative strengths of the watch teams were a matter of quite
a bit of discussion from time to time.

Q. Evidence before this board would indicate that a the time of the collision the officer watch
team consisted of Lieutenant (jg) Ramsey as Officer of the Deck, Lieutenant (jg) Hopson as Junior Officer
of the Deck, Ensigns Brandon and Armstrong as CIC Evaluator and Gunnery Liaison Officers, respectively.

A. Go over that last again now.

Q. Brandon and Anmstrongf
A. Armstrong was CIC watch officer and Brandon was GLO.

Q- 1 thought it was the reverse, but maybe sy recollection s wrong. You can correct me if my
recollection is incorrect. Do you have a recollection on that subject?
A. Brandon was GLO.

Q. Brandon was GLO and Armstrong was Evaluator?

.~ Q. Would you comment on the strength of that particular watch team? o o IR

A. Ramsey was one of the longest term bridge watch standers on the ship, from the standpoint of
total months on board and total months of bridge experience, efther as a 00D or JOOD. He was one of
the more experienced officers as was Lieutenant Hopson as a junior officer. Ensign Ammstrong, although
short in time as a commissioned officer, was an ex-ET, had a 16t of time in CIC, had been in submarines
prior to coming to FRANK E. EVANS, had what [ considered exceptional talent, and understood Combat very
well. Brandon was probably one of two of the most promising junior officers on board. He had an
excellent feel for shiphandling, he was a fine leader, a fine performer, and had this not occurred he
would have moved up to the number two spot in the Weapons Department.

Q. Would you correlate your statement that Ramsey had the most total experience with the fact that
he had only recently been qualified for Officer of the Deck Underway Fleet Operations?

A. In anawering that I would have to discuss performance and this infringes on the Commanding
Officer’s legal position with respect to fitness reporting., .I would like not to answer this in open

session if that is agreeable? Only because of the recognized legal position of an officer's performance

report.

Senior member: The board would 1ike to have your views as definitively as possible concerning
the qualifications of the officers on watch on the midwatch on 3 June. The board believes it needs to
have your view as to the performance of those officers and their potential.

(At this point, because of mechanical failure of recording equfpment, a short portion of the
verbatim transcript was missed. The following precis of the witness's testimony was made from notes
made by members of the board. Content was checked for accuracy by witness.) '

Witness stated that LTJG Ramsey had been in EVANS for 16-18 months, 14 of which had been served under
witness's command. In the six months before the incident LTJG Ramsey had come along well, and had been
standing 00D (F) watches for some 3 months before the incident. LTJG Ramsey had failed the ship's
00D Qualification Board's examination the first time he had come up.

(At this point, after conferring with counsel, the senior member announced that since the evaluation
of an officer's performance is regarded as "For Official Use Only" by the U. $. Navy, further questions
along this line would be pursued in closed session.)

Witness testified that he recalled a dinner party given by Captain Stevenson during the in-port
phase of Sea Spirit in Manila. He did not recall a serious discussion of the subject of the dangers
of an escort-carrier collision. He did remember a comnent by Captain Stevenson that, °We just cannot
afford another collision." He regarded this as "more or less an aside."

In response to a question as to whether care in signalling was discussed at the dinner, witness
stated that in this connection Captain Stevenson had remarked, “When I take you as plane guard, I will
drive you.” Witness understood this to mean that Captain Stevenson would signal each move required -
to go astern of MELBOURNE, to go to ResDes station, and to return to the screen, each as desired by
the carrier. Witness said this was what Captain Stevenson had sajd and this was what happened.

Witness did not recall that HMAS MELBOURNE's “Escort Handout" was discussed at the dinner in
depth if at all. The Escort Handout had been aboard FRANK E. EVANS, however, and it was discussed in

depth among his watch officers.

Witness was asked if as a result of the dinner party remarks he had passed on the need for care
to his watch officers. Witness replied that he had not done so specifically as a result of the dinner
party but routinely cautioned his officers on many subjects.

After being reminded of his previous testimony that he recalled taking pescue “estroyer station
only once during the period from the end of replenishment on 2 June until midnight and informed that
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stgnal logs indicated that this has had occurred three times, witness replied that he could only remember
once, However, there were a lot of days and a lot of nights. He was sure he was informed of them and was
probably on the bridge for them. He said he would accept the log evidence.

(At this point, the verbation record resumes. )

Q. Do you recall what types and in what numbers Jife rafts were installed on board EVANS?
A. I believe that I had 21 Mark ¥ rafts, 15 man capacity.

Q. And where were they stored or installed? o .

A. This is, of course, adequately covered in the ships plans, but from the recollection as I have
it, I had five on the port side of the forward superstructure which would be fn the area of the bridge
and just abaft it. Specifically, one of these was installed on the bulkhead outboard of the Mark 25
radar room which would be just below the bridge level and a little bit aft of the pilot house. Four
) were installed in baskets just below the signal bridge railing on the port side. Four were installed r

on the starboard side of the signal bridge which makes a total of nine forward. Six rafts each were
Stowed on the port and starboard sides of the after superstructure, part of them close to the
‘ electronics countermeasure antenna installation, and some a 1ittle forward of that. But generally broken
++- into two groups and about evenly split port and starboard.

Q. Do you recall how.often those 1ife rafts were tested? :
: A. Sir, the rafts were removed from the ship and given a full test, inflation, and repacking
;1ght at the end of the overhaul period which would have made it about Jate August or _early September

e ~~Q.- MWere any shipboard tests conducted? -
A. There were no shipboard tests per se except checking

of the €02 bottles.

-

Q. Do you know how often that was done? ’ . . - ,
A. No, I don't. I would have to check the planned maintenance system and I haven't had the

opportunity to do it.

Q. Was it your practice to check that frequently on board EVANS?
A. That specific thing?

Q. VYes. :
A. To say affirmatively check it, no, but to be advised of what areas we were deficient in fn

maintenance, ye%,

Q. Whose function was it to check it?
A. The First Lieutenant's.

Q. Do you know the results of the tests conducted by the shipyard in August that you referred to?

A. Yes, sir. I had some defective refts and as a result of that I had some replacement rafts
brought on board. When [ left the shipyard, 1 had 100 percent good rafts. Also the hydro-static
releases were checked and tested at this same time.

Q. At this time, Commander McLemore, I have marked as Exhibit 96 for identification purposes a
copy of OpNav Form 9010.2, entitled 'Ships Characteristics Card’ purportedly for USS FRANK E. EVANS,
and [ show it to you at this time. Does that represent the most recently submitted Ships Characteristics )
Card for FRANK E. EVANS? . R
A. This reflects the Ship's Characteristfcs Card for the ship through the overhaul of 1968. Yes,
sir. .

. To the best of your knowledge is #t complete and accurate?
A. To the best of my knowledge, yes, sir, it is.

Counse! for the board: Counsel submits Exhibit 96 and requests that it be admftted into evidence.

Senfor ﬁember: It is sc accepted.

. Commander McLemore, I would like to return to a subject we discussed earlier concerning the
taking of rescue destroyer station or column astern of MELBOURNE during the interval we discussed
from the completion of replenishment until midnight or thereabouts. You said that you would probably
have been on the bridge. Can we find out from you what maneuvers you would feel that it was your
duty to go to the bridge for--just the movements from the screen to the column astern or would it
include movements from column astern out to ResDes station and back or what would it include? Could
you give us :your practice in that regard? .

A. The practice was for the Officer of the Deck to call me and explain our position relative to
the carrier and what his intentions were for going to station. I wasn't on the bridge 100 percent of
the ship's movements to or from ResDes. 1 was for the majority of them. It was largely a matter of if
It was & straight shot to or from station, in other words, not a multiple course change maneuver with
safe CPA's, I wasn't always on the bridge. The majority of the time I was.

Q. Does that mean that you made the decision upon being called by the Officer of the Deck?
. Made what decision?

Whether or not to go to the bridge?

A
Q.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. That decision is not left to the Officer of the Deck as to whether to call you or not?
A. The Officer of the Deck had to call me.
Q

- Would your decision depend on which officer had the watch?
A. No, I don't think sp. It may have to some extent, but primarily it was based on the relative
positions, the relative speeds, that were going to accrue and the difficulty of the maneuver.

Q. Would it depend on whether it was day or night?
A, Yes. )

Q. How would day or night affect your decision? ‘
A. I very definitely prefer to be on the bridge for night plane guard, particularly at darken ship.
- Senior member: We will have a brief recess.

The board recessed at 1120 hours, 5 July 1969,
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The board opaned at 1126 hours, 5 July 1969,
All persons connected with the board who were pPresent vhen the board recessed were again present.

Senior Meumber: The board is open.

CDR Albert 5. McLemore, U. S. Navy, was recalled as a witness by counsel for the board, was
rewinded that he was still under cath end testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE MOARD
Questions by counsel for the board:

Q. Returning briefly to the subject of 1iferafts, when you vere in the water did you see any
liferafcs at all from any source, in your vicinity?
A. No, air. Not while I wae in the water., I did see rafts after I vas aboard MELBOURNE,

Q. And did you recognize any persons in the water with you, while you were in the water?
A. No, sir. I did not.

Q. You could tell who they were?

A. No, I believe that a couple of the people on the fender with me were radiomen. And I
believe I could, that I have at this point identified one of them, as to who he vas, A second
class.

Q. il_w was that? , N ) o
A. T can't recall his name right now, but I could i{f I went back over the roster.

Q. Commander McLemore, in connection with the decommissioning of FRANK E. EVANS, have you
prepared certain messages which summarize the status of xecovery of materials, salvage of supply
and ship's store material sand other things of that nature? - : *

A. 1 have prepared some, but the majority of the messages which have been prepared in this
subject, were prepared by Comrander Nelson Jackson, who is CTU 70.8.1, snd who was appointed by
COMCRUDESPAC as his agent to aseist in the sdministration.

Q. Were the messages that he prepared based on information compiled by you and your crew?
A, Yes, sir. Primarily.

Q. And have you had a chance to reviev the messages either prepared by your ship or by CTU
70.8.5, as to their sccuracy and completenesas?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I, at this time, give you 3 messages vhich we will mark Exhibit 97 for identification and
ask you if they adequately summerire the subject therein, which I have briefly outlined?

A. Yes., 1In particular SITREP 3, from CTU 70.8.5, which went out the 29th of Jhme, i a
relatively complete summarization of all the actions taken up to the time of decommissioning. Of
course there are many references in this message, which go into further detail.

Q. This message i{s complete and stands on its own feet as 1 understand?
A. Yes, air.

Counsel for the board: Counsel will accordingly ask that these three mespages, collectively,
be admitted as Exhibit 97,

Senior Member: So received.
EXAMINATION BY QDUNSEL POR THE BOARD {Cont'd)
Questions by counsel for the board:

N Q. Commander Mclemore, turning again to the question of your practice of going to the bridge
or particular evolutions, as a follow on to that, vhat were the criteria you applied for stationing
yourself on the bridge, during flight operations when FRANK E, EVANS was assigned as RESDES
destroyer?

A.y As far as being personally on the bridge during the time the ship was in RESDES, after we
had gotten into station and settled down I had no particular criteria for this. I was on the bridge
a great amount of the time, On the other hand I didn't have a firm unbending philosophy that I had
to be there the entire time that the ship might be in RESDES station.

Q. Would it be your practice to at least bs there part of the time?
A. I would sey I was probably there on most occasions, but there might be occasions arise vhen
I wouldn't go to the bridge for a particular RESDES evolution - if I were occupied elsevhere at the

moment.

Q. Would you always require that you be called vhen flight operations were sccurring?
A. No. Maybe your question is not clear to me. If I were the rescue deatroyer?

Q. Yas.
A. Yes. If I were not the rescue destroyer, no,
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Q. Coummander McLemore, having had your ship go through this experience and having observed
the post collision matters of rescue and salvage and so forth, do you have any suggestiona or
recommendations as to design deficiencies or design improvements that could be made to better
prepare a ship for such a catastrophe?

A. I've of course given some thought to this. I wvas somevhat disappeinted at the performance
of the inflatable lifesaving equipwent on the ship. But in retrospect at this point, I don't
think it's anything but what should have been expected. The port rafte were of course,... the
port forward rafts were, 1 expect, destroyed, during the collision. The port after rafts were, as
I see it, damaged by the impact with MELBOURNE, when the ship came in. That ares of the ship vhere
those rafts were was pretty well mangled, the port side afrer stack and the ECM deckhouse area.
The starboard rafts aft apparently performed when they were launched. I don't know whether the

. starboard forward rafts released or not. There is no way that I can tell this. But with the rapid
capsizing, I would think it some question wvhether or not they would, And this leaves me to wonder
if our positioning of rafts in destroyer types shouldn't be locked at. On the other hand with the
criteria we have for installing rafts, I don't know where else you could put them. There's juat

. sc many places they can be installed and they have to be up high enough that they are given some
degree of protection. I think that the factore which dictated their placement on this ship were
the same factors that probably contributed to their not performing well, or not performing as
intended in this particular situation. Another factor that - new subject.

Q. Just to clarify one point. 1 assume you mean now that they were in the direct path of
collision, which meant they were either entangled in the wreckage or physically mangled or destroyed
by the impact, 1is that right?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. 1Is that the correct interpretatiom?
A. Yes, sir, - -

Q. YOu may proceed.
A. The second factor is one of emergency lighting. The indications that I have from = -

Q. Before you get to that, may I interrupt?
A. Yes, Bir.

Q. To return to liferafts for just one more question. You indicated - well, vhat evidence i»
there available to you that the rafts did not perform well as you implied by your answer?

A. Maybe performing well is not a very good chofce of worda. There didn't seem to be as many
liferafr packages in the water in the area of the shin ae you would expect to see. 4and whether or
not in the darkness thev couldn't be recognized becsuse they are a dark package and as a result
they weren't {aflated, I really don't know, But - =

Q. You are bacing that then on vhat you sav from your positionm in the water?
A. Yes, sir,

Q. And returning to illumination then, would yon continue?

A. 1 think that the emergency relay lighting, and by relay lighting I mean battle lanterns
which come on automatically on the loss of regular lighting circuits. performed quite well during
this incident. Evidently, the mess hall area was well illuminated or adequately illuminated for
purposes of egress. But T think one factor whirh should be looked at is our policy with regard to
placement of emergency lighting. In that there are several factors. One is when a ship is
originally built, the emergency lighting is placed. and as the ship is modified, more equipments
are added, new black boxes are installed, the emergency lighting in some casas becomes quite
displaced from its optimum location. Also emergency lighting is primarily predicated on the
illumination of battle stations, as opposed to areas that are normally occupied during a non-battle
situation in the ship. And I think I cen = I would like to introduce into the record two excerpts
from "General Specifications for Building Ships in the U.S5. Navy."” I think these two are in direct
conflict with each other and if they are followed they are going to result in less than optimm
placement of lighting. The first one s from Ceneral Specs, section 9640-2, page 5 of 1 July 1957,
which says that, "relay controlled hand lanterns shall not be installed in the following spaces:
spaces not manned during battle conditions." The second excerpt is from Ganeral Spacifications,
section 9640-2, page 4A, revised 1 October 1968, These are one page apart. "Relay controlled
battle lanterns shall be installed to provide the minimm illumination necessary for purposes listed
below when other sources of illumination fail: to prevent panic and personal injury which might
occur during total darkness and to mark escape routes.” Now there {s provision for installing
non=relay type, in other words, manually operated lanterns in other spaces of the ship. But I
think that in the situation we were faced with, we almost have to have sn automatic lantern. These
are the only areas I think of design that wera of concern to me. The part of the hull, the after
section which remained afloat seemed intact and there were very few problems associated.

EXAMINATION BY THE BOARD

Questions by the sanior member:

Q. Commander, in the two passages from the General Specifications which you have just cited
and vhich you believe to be in conflict, can you state vhether they appliad to USS FRANK E. EVANS
aither at the time she was built or at the time she was converted to a FRAM configuration?

A. No, I can't, Admiral, I've tried to do this and I can't do {it.

Q. Can you give any specific examples of places wherein ths emargency lighting in FRANK E.
EVANS at the time of collision was not adequate?

A. Yeas, WUWas not adequate? I don't balieve for example that there wers any relay controlled
lantarns inatalled in the forward officers’ barthing area, becsuse this is not a space manned
during general quarters. Thers ware very fev relay controlled lanterns installed in the after
crev's berthing spaces, except in the ares of the ammmition handling for mount 53, These are two
areas that I can think of now and I - thers may or may not be others, Admiral.
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