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HMAS MELBOURNE • ESCORT HANDOUT 

NAVIGATIONAL DATA 

Heigh ... · Top of TACAN 
293 aerial 
277Q aerial 
LW02 aeri.l 
Steamios Light (upper) 
Steaming light (lower) 
Port/Starboard Island Lights 
O\"crraking Light . 
Top Red Light of Flying lights 
Starboard Side Light Forward 
Port Side Light Forward 

126~fee[ 

103 feet 
78 feet 
92 feet 
96 fee' 
62 feet '1 (cet 
38 (cet 

III (eet 
37 feet 
33 feet 

2. Side Lichts. U"de-r Mtlnal ste;tming conditions, the ship "'ill show the Isb.nd Port and St:lfboa.J lights. During flring op"rations and when in pilotage W<Hcrs, the forward side li&hts at flight deck level will be burned. 

3. Turning. v:'\1r':J frL;.noeuvcing. ~!EI.BOUP.\,E uses 20° of v:kcl [() t:i':c a standard t;!cticrd cii.'.('J('tcr of l,HO r-rds. The usc of 3'5 0 of whcd 
;:1 an emergency gives a t-l.ctic.-.tl diamcter of :;60 yards. 

s. 

Accclc m (ion/Deed era rion. Up to 17 knots 

17 - 20 knots 
20 - 22 knots 

For decreasing .>pecd, ~ of above times. 

AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS 

- as quickly as 
boilers can 
supply st('am .. 

• 3 minlltes 
- 4 minutes 

a. RESDES Single Carrier Operations. RESDES operations will 
be conducted in accorGl.nce ~i(h the provisions of ATP I CA) 
Volume J Chap::er 15 unless otherwise directed, v .. ith the 
foJlov:ing exception· the rescue destroyer ",·ill only proceed to and. from the rescue destroyer ~[;J.tion wht:n ordered. Rescue destroyer sta.tions as laid 3o~·n in ATP I (A) Volume I FiE;ure 
15 - 10 will be used. 

b. 5t2tif1n. Th~ 1'::·.;0 cor:~i.!er.!t:cr. in d·,e cc;.rro! :1:1d ('i'~,:ation of rt."'c~e dt"~~:,·"I\"ets is t~~t rnc'Y !:\("\"."L: r~,::::.jf' ;::~.;{: Ih~ bc·::.m 
~~;,~~ i~~;~)\~~~,~;;t :;~~~;:1e;.!~~~·.: !;~~< ~:,;~, ~~~,c:~~~;/c~r~.j:~!J:cc-
<:!f:l"iency. RESTI:ICTED . 

RESTRICTED 
Accordingly. che rescue destroyer will nor~al1y occupy Scation 
I (2000 relative [0 the flying course at a d1scance of 1000 to 1'00 )'ards), beiDI ordeced to form column wheD MELBOURNE 
is not actually operating ·aircraft:. 

c. Horizon reference. On occasions, the rescue destrorer. may 
be reql1ired to occupy SratiollS 3 or 3~ in order.ro pro.,..de aD 
borizlln reference during cak:eoffs at nlahl for pdots under 
Haioing. 

d. Procedure. The following procedure will be obsened unless 
ocherwise ordered: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The rescue destroyer will be formed in column •. 
The signals "FOXTROT aC che dip/CB I" are inform­
atory sign31s and che rescue destroyer is to take no 
action. 

~.fF.LBOURNE will tura into wind using the group 
"TURN FOXTROT JVI". When almost into .. ind the 
rescue destroyer ""iII be ordered ro take planeguard 

·stati.on. 

On completion of aircraft operarions, che informatory 
si(;na1 "FOXTROT dov,n/CatS'" will be passed .. As 
conn~nicnt che rescue destroyer will be ordered to 
forr.l c(Jlumn by [he groups "FORM ONE" or "FORM· 
A T[ON LIMA TWO", or scationed as required for 
further operations. 

e. Opcrmlng in company wi(h o(her aircraft carriers. When 
oper:ni:1S: in comp:1ny with other aircraft carriers RESDES 
oper:it:;:-ns will be conducted in accordance wicb ATP l(A) 
Volume [Chapter 15 or as c!etailed in separate exercise/ 
opera cion orders. 

6. Patrol Boats. When acting as RESDES, patrol boats .. ill be formed in column a:d are co move to the port side of che walce during nying o!-,eracioos. The Flying Programme will be passed on circuir 411' or 41X (HC PRO. 

7.. The Flyin~ Programme. The Flying Programme, a day in advance, ",·dl be passed to s::'i:ps in cotnr:lny con circuit 42W (Tactical RATT), or 48~ (rIP) . . \ncr.":."":"_!:'ors will be f.':\<::sed as re<iuir~d. 

~. Firing C,,:..:rse. The Flying Course v.'iIl be with the v,·ind approx-m.atcly 10° - 1~'''':):1 the PDf[ bev.·, 

9. __ ,Lirfltins. '!5·:\surcs. Unit,s." c-t~('rwise ot."fered, lis!1r-ing measure GRI:E~ ~ dl be- 1:-. : x~t'. D:1rin; ni.:.+t flyino: 0;-t:raclons ~tELSOURi'.iE $ho\. $ ch:- follo.;.:'-; !i,;;hs: -

r::::S:7"':UCf,::D 

J . 
1 
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•. Dimrn~d forward side rishes. 

b. Flying Lights (Red·\:"hite-Red) plus an addition.31 red light 6 
feet bela'" the flying lights "'1sible only over a O3.rrow; C 
astern. This and the flying lights provide a vertical rderence 
for the pilot. The additional redlight will only be Jisplayed 
during aircraft recovery. 

c. During aircraft recovery 3 red all round venieal drop liahes 
over tbe stern visible at approximately 2 nautical miles. 
These. in conjunction with the deck lights, assist tbe pilot 
to align his aircraft dOWQ the cct;'trc of the anale. 

d. 'Two red masthead obstruction lights .. 

e. "Moonlighting". consisting of clusters of quartz-iodine 
filaments which shine down on to and illuminate the flight 
deck fcom the mast and island. It is unli~ ,Iy that these will 

'be seen by escorts outside 2 cable~. 

10. RESDES Lighting. The RESDES is to conform to ligbting 
instructions contained in ATP 1 (A) Volume I Chapter U. 

11. Crash Coat. RESDES capable of droppinz a seaboat are to 
bve rheir crash boat manned between FOXTROT/KILO at the dip 
(Cn 1/2) :and FOXTROT /XlLO h.luled down (CB 6/7). If available a 
(ree s~il~mer is to be at immedbte notice ~urin& flying ore.radolls. 

12. Cr:lSll 0:1 DCl'k, In the ,=vent of a cc:ash on deck MELBOURNE 
. ·ill noro:dly redu.:e speed Olnd turn (0 poct .. Ho""~ver. the action will, 
d necessity, be dictated by the circumstances. 

13. Boiler Pouer, Full boiler power i.s to be available unless 
otiltrtlise ordered. DDGs need h~ve only one boiler u!lless ins[tuc~d 
to the contrary .. 

14. Speed. MELBOURNE's maximum spl:ed when operating air· 
cedt is ~r?rO%iz::'3rely 24 knots. 
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t5. Helico(ter sah'age - aircrew rescue procedure. ANO 476/67 = 
£iHS specific Instructions for the salvage of ditched helicopters. Derailed " 
instructions for the rescue of aitcrew from ditched aircraft are givea in a ~ 
5ep:ltare brief distribut~d to all RESDES ships by ~tELBOURNE. 
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CmL\tUNICA TlONS 

17. Circuits. The following table shows [bc circuits to bc ... mallRcd 
and when to set watch on them: . 

Circuit 

04.1.1 

4211' 

4111' 
4811' 

75W· 

YISO· 
(338.0 MH3) 

Description 

Two·tooe ORE.STES 

Two·tone ORESTES 

Tactical Primary 

CIP PrilHelo Transfer 

MIL AIR DISTRESS 

MELBOURNE LAUNCH/ 
LAND 

CO'\~fAND Type 689 Channel 8 
INTERCOM 

CRASH BOAT Transportable type T .M.C • 

Sel Walch 
Two hours before joinin, if 
out.idc UHF range. 
When within UHF range. close 
down on MAl whell commuaic· 
ations establisbed •. 

One hour before joining. 

One hour belore joiniol. 

Whilst Flying Operations are 
in proBten. 

Bridge L/S watch from first 
CB 1/2 (FOXTRDT/KILO at 
dip) until flying completcd. 

To be available as required 
for UNCLASSIFIED officer·to· 
officer conversations. 

• Test transmissions are NOT to be made by RESOES. 
Do not call MELBOURN"E by light between FOXTROT/KILO"at the 
dip (CB 1/2) and FOXTROT/KILO down (CB 6/7). . 

18. Escorts are to maintain own Broadcast watch .. 

19-. When operatinJC off the Australia Station or with lorei,ltll warships. 
communications circuits will be in accordance with local orders or "a. 
arranged . 

RADHAZ 

20, RADHAZ cond:tion will be signalled in accordance ... ith RANCO 
22)0. 

21. The ,group XNC by visual/voice and RADHAZ _ RADHAZ • 
R.-\OH'\Z by RATT 9,'ill mean: 

a, Ships within 3 cables OFF all HF Radio 
OFF 311 RAD.~R exCCpt 974/97'/978 
and SPS 10. 

b. Ships outside 3 c .. bles L'n~e5trictcd RADAR, and HF Radolf 

RESTRICTED 
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21. \:'heD escort has been stationed outside 1 mile, RADHAZ reiay of traffic "-:"ill be implemented as follc;nll"s; 

a. ~~LBOURNE Transmit on circuit ·UW. 
b. ESCORT relay to sbot. on ORESTES (SSi~·Sb'l •• r 

Find Scrvice)a , 
23. If MELBOURNE has I fiscd service terminatioD, details .,ill be passed on joining to allow escort to bring equipment to standby cond.itioa. _ If no fi:u~d service is being maimained. the cseon is to havc a traDsminer 
tun~d 00 optimum ship-shore frequmcy. 

RADHAZ condition will be renninated by liBn.lling ."NEGAT XNC" or .oNEGA T RADHAZ". 

REPLENISHMENT 
24.. 'Heavy Jackstay. Two positions either side of the FUt aerial: 

a •. Forward Position 

b .. After Posi:ioQ 

Distance frOID roundown 572 feet 
Distance from Bdd"e 126 fect 

Distance from roundoo:.:n 548 feet 
Distance from Bridge 102 feet 

25. LiJ;hl J2.dtstay. Four positions as follows: 
a. Fo[w .. rd of Island abreast 63 frame • Normal Position •. 

Distance from Roundown : 485 feet 
Dista!1ce frorn Bridge : 40 feet 

b. Abre3st FUI aerial starboard side. 
Dist3nce fro:!l Roundov.:n : 563 feet . 
Distance from Bridge : 118 feet 

c. Abreast mirror plarform port side. 
Distance ~rom RoundowD : 289 feet 
Distance hom Bridge : 156 feet 

d. As for c. but on starboard side. Distances as (or c •. ahoye. 

26. Heaving Line. The usual positions are off MELBOURNE's port/ starboard quaner, as ordered. 

27. Fuelling. FFO can be supplied at the crane, by the small crane ';Dethod. Swins bolt and quick teluse coupling can be provided. Pumping rate 250 tons/hour. 

Di.stance come to Rou!1do~·n : 350 fe~ 
Distance crane to Brid~e 94 feet 
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28. Supply. The "follo~;ing are available as stocks permit: 
a •. Wide range o( ~aval. Victualling and Canteen stores. 
b. 

c. 

Full rangeof Stationery. 
Emergency supply of 300·1bs of bread .. 24 boW" notice 
required. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

29. To~in8' When pro ... iding gear ~ft.a tug wire is bent onto aa 8"
1 

te"tylcne lille. The '~me5senger is usually passed by belo. . • 

30. Soor Blowing. £:scortS are to reque,t approy.l to blow so~t wben FOCAF is embarked. When MELBOURNE is operating as .• private sbip approval is only to be requested if an alleralioD of course .s 
involved. " 

31. Charlains. A Protestant and a Roman C~tholic Chaplain are borne. ,Ship 5 services arc generally b~ld at 0930 each Sunday •. 

32. Medical. Two medical officers are borne. ,Ships arc to rrport 
on joining whether or not a medical officer is carried. _ 

Welcome to the fold. If you need assistance ask, and we will 
do our·best to help. Please let uS know if you have any suggestions 
that ",ould impro,·c this Ilandout. 

(J.P. STEVENSON) 
CAPTAIN 
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