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R 061530Z 

FM 

TO 

FOCAF FLAG 

MELBOURNE 
SUPPLY 
PARRAMATTA 
VAMPIRE 
STUART 

INFO FOCAF 
ALL UNITS OF lIMA FLEET 

BFmTGT~ 

NO UNCLASSIFIED REPLY 
A.C. OR REFERENCE 

io EST P T g T &sD 00 SE!DOM ARE SAILOrlS SUBJECTED TO SUCH A HARROWING 
SPECTACLE AS THAT WHICH FACED THE CAPTAIN OFFICERS AND SHIPS CCMPANY OF 
IlMAS MELBOURNE IN THE EAllLY HOURS OF 3 JUNE 1)69 
2... I WAS A WITNESS TO THE EVENT AND AM FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE ACTS 
OF COlEAGE AND BRAVERY WHICH WERE ENACTED AROUND ME 
3,.. AS THE OFFICER IN TACTICAL COMMAND OF ..,EATO TASK FORCE 472 WHEN 
THE TRAGEDY OCURRED I OWED RESPONSIBILITY TO EVERY SHIP IN MY COMMAND 
REGARDLESS OF NATIONALITY 
4. • • AS THE FLAG OFFICER C<lolMANDING HMA FLEET I AM PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH A TEAM WHO, REGARDLESS OF '1'llEIR AGE OR EXPERIENCE IN THE NAVAL SERVICE 
ARE CAPABLE OF REACTING EFFIClENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT TO THE EXTENl' THAT THEY SAVED EVERY MAN WHOM IT WAS POSSIBLE TO SAVE 
IN A TRAGEDY WHICH FEW OF US WOULD EVER CONl'EMPLATE WAS POSSIBLE 
5. • • FOR THE QUICK REACTION, FOR THE AID GIVEN BY OTHER SHIPS OF THE' Tf.,SK 
FORCE, FOR THE EXEMPLARY CONDUCT UNDER STRESS AND IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO 
THE EMERGENCY I GIVE CREDIT TO YOU ALL PERSONALLY AND TO YOUR TRAINING 
IN THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY 
6... I AM VERY PROUD TO BE THE FLEET C<lolMANDER OF SUCH A TEAM 

//061530Z JUN 69 
ACT Xl 

DI:JT X Xl N C S2 STAFF RHIRHiTED 

ONLINE TOR.2334z KJF 7.6.69. 
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CALL DBTAILS OF WOIUCING. MESSAGB, 
HEADINGS, lie. 
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a.- - .... z .... ~.'!!.= ..... (l1li c .) 
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TIM!! CAll 

Operator on . 
(Signatur. ) 

Zone time 
or entrfe1l 

DETAILS OF WORKING. MESSAGE. 
HEADINGS. etc. 
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(Thnc) ,s.s·~l 
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