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M FOCAF FLAG RS G

TO MELBOURNE
SUPPLY A.C.
PARRAMATTA
VAMPIRE
STUART

INFO FOCAF
ALL UNITS OF HMA FLEET

Racbasberiiimintibuiis D ., SETDOM ARE SAILORS SUBJECTED TO SUCH A HARROWING
SFECTACLE AS THAT WHICH FACED THE CAPTAIN OFFICERS AND SHIPS CCMPANY OF
HMAS MELBOURNE IN THE EARLY HOURS OF 3 JUNE 1X%9

2... T WAS A WITNESS TO THE EVENT AND AM FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE ACTS

OF COURAGE AND BRAVERY WHICH WERE ENACTED ARQOUND ME

3,.. AS THE OFFICER IN TACTICAL COMMAND OF .EATO TASK FORCE h72 WHEN
THE TRAGEDY OCURRED T OWED RESPONSIBILITY TO EVERY SHIP IN MY COMMAND

REGARDLESS OF NATIONALITY
4... AS THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING HMA FLEET I AM FROUD TO HE ASSOCIATED

WITH A TEAM WHO, REGARDLESS OF THEIR AGE OR EXPERIENCE IR THE NAVAL SERVICE
ARE CAPAELE OF REACTING EFFICIENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
NIGHT TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY SAVED EVERY MAN WHOM IT WAS POSSIBLE TO SAVE
IN A TRAGEDY WHICH FEW OF US WOULD EVER CONTEMPLATE WAS POSSIBLE

5... FOR THE QUICK REACTION, FOR THE AID GIVEN BY ‘CTHER SHIPS OF THE' TESK
FORCE, FOR THE EXEMPLARY CONDUCT UNDER STRESS AND TMMEDIATE RESPONSE TC
THE EMERGENCY I GIVE CREDIT TO YOU ALL PERSONALLY AND TO YOUR TRAINING

IN THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
6... I AM VERY PROUD TO BE THE FLEET COMMANDER OF SUCH A TEAM

//0615302 JUN 69

ACT X1
DIST X XL N C 32 STAFF Reb-Jofieleine D
FR381 ONLINE TOR. 23347 KJF 7.6.69.
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