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Alr Operations Oi‘ficg’frh

BEBL&S\{;’HED H.M.A.S. Melbourne,. - A

3 June,1969.

ATR OPZRATIONS - 3 JUNE, 1969,

Report of Air Operations conducted following collision between
E.M.AL.5. Helbouwrne angd U.S5.5, Evans - 3rd June, 1969,

At the time of the colliision, Ielbourne had two Wessex helicopters
airborne on Screening duties ahead of the force, and one S2E aircraft
on A.S.V. to the South Vest,

The helicopters were recalled to the eollision scene to render
assistance - the S2E was advised vhat lielbourne's deck was damaged,
and that he would be required to procecd io U.S.S. Kearsarge for
recovery,

All available heliconters were brought to inmediate readiness to assist
in the search for survivors, and Rescue winches fitted to those
helicopters unequipped,

Within 20 minutes of hc report of the collision,three additional
helicopters were read » @nd the Flight Dack was cleared of Fixed Ving
aircraft and persommel not connected with flying,so that maximum
utilisation of the deck for nelicopter operetions would be possible,

Speedy recovery of the najority of the survivors was effected by the
ship's boats, Only two survivors were rescued by helicopter, one aof
whon had great difficulty in getting into the strop. The sea State was
very calm, and the ro%or wash irem the zelicopter in these condit:ions
at night made it very difficult for the survivor to see the strop.

SIBA Helicopters from U.S.S. Kearsarge were made available to assist
»& Search Arca was cstabliched, and six helicopters were ordered to
search in the irmediate vielnity of the wreckage,

liovement of airerafi on the Flight Deck of H.l.A.S. Melbourite was
made easier L the ready assistance offered by Ship's personnel,who
had nustered for Imergency Stations, The deck area remained clear for
Rescue Operations, .

One E1-B aireraft from U.S.S. Xearsarge was available to assist in
the search for survivors,and o act as a Radio link if required. ]

One P3B aircraft also Jjoined, and was ennloyed in the search operating
above the other units, .

The Search Area was divided ino 50 cdegree sectors, and each helicopter
was ordered to search within aig sector to a depth of five miles.

Control of the aireraft,voth Fized VWing and Rotaryifing, was passed to ;
the Flying Control position »Vith adcquate height separation established o
for Safety purposes, . Co

Medical officers from other uniss of %he force were transferred to
H.Al.A.S. Melbourne to assist in the care of the injured.

One seriously injurcd survivor vas transfered to VU.S.S. Kearsarge,
which had been ordered to remain 5 miles clear of the search scene due
to the large number of other units elrcady in the search area.

The Datum position, relative to H.l.A.S. Melbourne, was re estatlished
throughout the day, and search sectors expanded to allow greater
coverage., Visual inspection of lelbourne was carried out by helicopter,
and initial assessment made of the damage to the bows and Starboard side,

~
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Search areas were re allocated when helicopters were required to
retire for refuellingz, and all sectors were occupied throughout the
daylight hours, Helicoptiers refuelled at their parent ship,

U.s.8. Kearsarge opened rrom the search area %o fly off one Nedical
case to Cam Rhan Bay, with her heliconters remaining under Melbourne
control, Numeroug transfers of gtretcher cases, walking wounded,
medical personnel ete, continued throughout the day,

Instructions were issued that 2l1 wreclkage sighted was to be recovered
it Poasible, and FOCAT ordered the search to be continued for as long
a3 possible,

The Serviceability of the 2elicopters remeined hizh through out the
day, and additional airorew vere obltained fronm the other Squadrons to
fly as search membexg,

The co operation between U.S. Y, and R.A.N. airevaft in the congeated
Search area was very good, and fira control was maintained through out
y 88 crew fatigue was beconing a najor cousideration at this stage,

Air search in the &rea was ordered o be discontinued at 1815 local,
and Flying Operaticns frog H.i.4.5. Helbourne ceased at 1830,

( D.C.lICLAREN,)
Lieutenant Commander
Royal Australian Nayy, -
Air Operations Officer,
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By: ‘ne Supply Officer, I<AS MEILBOURNE
COLL: “WITH USS EVANS 3zd June, 1969 - SUPPLY DEPARTMENT ACTION
1. ¥ietualline Sub-Departmcnt

Within ten minutes of "Emergency Stations', bedding, stretchers,
loan overalls, towels and gym shoes were being suksxpaxkirinn positioned in
the wardroom and cafeteria.

2. Items of foodstufis were made available to the Main and Chiefs and
POs Galley as required.

3. SAVs werc posted by 6D, 6P and 0Q stores for futher issues.
COOXERKY
5. Soup, kai and cold lime juice werc available immediately after the

collieion. Coifec was then prepared and all beverages were distributed to the

survivors in the cafeteria by the cookery staff.

5. Breakfast was propared and available from 0430, the cooks then
assisting to sct up tie cafcterii. Few surv'vors breakfasted immediately

but most appeared to eat frem $300.

BARERY

6. Were turned to ia ; the mormel course and baked additional quaktitles
of rolls for ease of distribution. Sconas were also prepared and distributed

for survivors.

C&POs Gclley

7. As for main galley. Sandwiches were also prepared immediately after
the collison and put oan tables on the Sovunnntsxfarforcastle for survivors.

8. Breakfast wos prepaved and available Irom 0430. Few survivors
breakfasted from this galley.

Herdroom calley
9. Soup,kai, tea and cofles were prepared by 0345 and d istributed to

personnel and survivors on ; the AX. Tris galley was not flashed up at the

time of the =pitisnm collision.

cr ibuted by 0430.

10. Sandwiches were prepared and dis

11. Breskfast was aveilabled from G430,  Most survivors appeared to
start breakfast at 0530 (approx).

CANTEEN

12. The canteen was opened at 0400 and cigarettes etc to the value of

$15.00 were distributed to survivors.

13. 5C Canteen Store was de=stored by Canteen staff and volunteers when
ordered by the NCBD Officer.

ENCLOSURE (16)

Phd ggrin gl
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Eardroom

14, The Wardroom proper was used as a distribution point for clothing
and bedding.

15, Cold drinics and coffee were made available as survivors arrlved.

16. Breakfast was available and served from 0430. Most survivors
breakfasted from 0500 onwards.

Naval Stores

17. The medical stores wes manned by 0320 after LSAN WHYTE * . d reported
to the PLO. Other primary stcrerooms were wanned by 0335.  An inspection of
all storerooms for leaks were completed by 0400,

18. Medical stores wiip aerials and lamps, globes ete were issued
idmmediately they were required.

CENERAL

19. Officers and isenior sailors of the Department acted with commednable
initiative 1in putting the above actions in train without instructions from the
Deputy Supply Oificer or mysclf. I woulcd particularly commend the actions of
LSAN WHYTE mentioned above who apparenily ndrrowly missed injury at the moment
of collikon.
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DECLASSISeY By,

MEDICAL

CASUALTIES RESULTING FRGv COLLISION wITH USS EVANS

1. There were no casualtios fropm HELEOURNE.
2. The following were the x major casuﬁfties among the survivors of
EVANS: -

a, RODRZOEQZ -

3
.'..‘5
_ AT by aemay -
i
c. GOULL ~
d. PEACOCK - richeai, FLA. B634481 -
e. EPPERSON  Albert S.N. B734347 -
f. LOCKWOOD Roberz. F,y. B211526 -
g. PETZNS Roy 433 2503761 -
h. MCLENMCaE - Captain -
3. All these cases, with tlhe;oxception of the lacter, were transfered by

helo as soon as it was possible to vSS KEARSARGE.

4, There were about 25 otier caeses of minor nature, eg. cuts abrasions,

exhaustion ete, Among thess there were no fztaljities.

5. There was one case dead on zrrival, He was unidentified, ; and s was
heloed to the KEARSARGE for identificatien and disposal.

6. Drs Hancock and Bellin from the KEARSARGE wasted no time in coming over o

to assist, and algo pr. Lauppe from the KYES.
Bain and Mein from the

7. The same applied to Drs Beanett, Anderson,
PARRAMATTA, SUPZLY, VAMPIRE, and STUART respectively. fa
8., 1 have sent separate signals to the KEARSARGE and the Australian ships

thanking xkme them for their support.

9, I would also like to add that I kw was gmpr impressed with the gukx ) ;é
quiet efficiency of my Sick Berth staff without exception, They did what had te N =

be done and they did it well.
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