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DECLASSIFIED 

AIR OP::3RATIOlTS - 3 JU1~. 1969. 

1~2· 

Air Operations Offi~(~y0~ 
H.M.A.B. Melbourne.~. r"''-_r--,",~ . 

3 J'une,1969. 

Report of Air Operations condur::ted following collision between H.IJ.A.S. ~:elboill:'lle ~lcl U.S.S. Evans - 3rd June, 1969. 

At the time of the collision, 1Ielbourne had two Wessex helicopters airborne on Screening duties ahead of the force, and one S2E aircraft on A.B.\,!. to the South ';fast. 
The helicopters were recalled to the collision scene to render assistance - the S2E l7as advised the.-:; ).1clbourne' s deck was damaged, and that he would be re~uircd to proceed ~o U.S.S. Kearsarge for recovery. 
All available helicOllters were brought to illllllediate readiness to assist in the search for sUloovi 'Tors, and Rescue winches fitted to those helicopters wlequipped. 
Vii thin 20 mintltes of the report of the collision, three additional helicopters were ready, and the Flight D.:;ck was cleared of Fixed \'ling aircraft and perso1Ulel not COlll'lected with flying, so that maximtun utilisation of the deck for helicopter operations would be possible. Speedy recovery of the najority of the survivors was effected by the ship's boats. Only tv/o ourvivors Vle;;:e rescued by helicopter, one of whom had great difficulty i::1 getting i:r..to the· strop. The sea state was very calm, a.lld the 1"0';01" rrasb. teom the helicopter in these condi t:lons at ni@lt made it very cliff:'cult for tIle survivor to see the strop., SH3A Helicopters fron U.S.S. Kcarsarga 17ere made available to aElSist ,a Search Area Y/as establiched, ar.d six helicopters we!.'"e ordered t;o search in the i=ediate vicinity of the I"Ireckage. ].lovcmcnt of aircraft 011 the> Plight Deck of H.n.A.S. Melbourne was made easier ,1,;' the ready aZ0i'3tanC<l offered by Ship's personnel, who had mustered for EmerGency StatioJ:.s. The deck area remained clear for Rescue Operations. ~ One E1-B aircraft frcm U.S.S. Kearsarge Vias ava.ilable to assist in the search for survivors,anc to act as a Radio link if required. One P3B aircraft also j oi;:::d, and ,7as employed in the search operating above the other units. 
The Search Area Vias divided i~tc 60 deGree sectors, and each helicopter was ordered to searell \-,it11in ::ris seeto::.' to a depth of five miles. Control of the aircraft, both Pixed \,;ing and RotaryWing, was passed to the Flying Control posi'l;ion ,v,-j.-eh adGCJ.uate height separation established for Safety purposes. . !lcdical officers fro:1 other units of tIle force were transferred to H.Ll.A.S. Melbourne to assifJt in the ca:;:oe of the injured. One seriously inj1:j.rcd survivor \fas transfeIt'ed to U.S.S. Kearsarge, l'/hich had been ordered to re;]1ain 5 miles clear of the search scene due to the large number of other units already in the search area. The Datum position, relative to H.U.A.S. Melbourne, was re established throughout the day, and search sectors expanded to allow greate~ coverage. Visual inspection of ][elbour-ll.e was car:ried out by h.:ll.C(Jpter. and initial assessment made of the damage to the bOlVS and Starboa-rd side. 
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Search areas were re allocated y,hen helicopters Ivere required to­retire for refuelling, ruld all sectors were occupied throughout the daylight hours. Helicopters refuelled at their parent ship. U.S.S. Kearsarge opened f~o:J the searcll area to fly off one Medical case to Carn Rhan Bay, l71th her helicopters remaining under Melbourne control. }Tumerous transfers of stretcher cases, walking wounded, medical personnel etc, continued throughout the day. Instructions Vlere is:med that all wl't1ckage sighted "ms to be recovered if possible, ruld POCAP orde~ed the search to be continued for as long as possible. 
The serviceability of the 2elicopters remained high through out the day, and additional c:irorel7 .~e~·e obtained froIJ the other Squadrons to fly as search membe~o. The co operation bGtween U.S.H. =d R.A.N. airc,-"att in the conge.,ted search area was very good, anci. fix".:! control was maintained through out , as creVi fatigue was becomin:; a @ajor cOl.sideration at this stage. Air search in the area -.7a3 ordert1d to be discontinued at 1815 local, and Flying Operations from !{.:~.A.S. !!elb01ll""fle ceased at 1830. 

, " 

S)(.,........:.~ . .c-... . \~-•••••••••••••••••••••• ( D. C .McLAREN. ) 
Lieutenant Commander Royal Australian Nrury. '. Air OperatiOns Officer. 
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By: "'e Supply Officer, ,;;·:AS MELBOUR..'lE 

\{lTH USS EVA)lg 3rd June, 1969 - SUPPLY DEPARTMENT ACTION 

Yietuallin~ Sub-Denartmcnt 

Within ten minutes of "Emergency Stations ll
, bedding, stretchers, 

loan overalls, towels and gyn shoes were being ;okxx'GXki~iDB positioned in 
the wardroom and cafeteria. 

2. Items of foodstuffs were ~ade available to the Main and Chiefs and 
POs Galley as required. 

3, SAVs were posted by 6D, &P and 6Q stores for futher issues. 

COOKERKY 

4. Soup, kai and cold lime juice were available immediately after the 
collision. Coffee was then prep.:ii:cC and all beverages were distributed to the 
survivors in the cafeteria by C:1C cookery st2.ff. 

5. Breakfast ~olas prcj)ti!:'cG. and uvailablc from 0430, the cooks then 
assistinB to set up tile: c.:;.fcter.,;,i. F(:l...· surv 1 vol.·s breakfasted immediately 
but most appeared to eat rrcm C5~6'J. 

Bt\}~ER Y 
6. Were turned to i.,. ; tl-.c u.or.:"lC'.l course and baked additional quaktitles 
of rolls for ease of distri·Dution. Scones were also prepared and distributed 
for survivors. 

C&POs Golley 
7. As for main galley. SD~dwiches \'1erc also prepared immediat.ely after 
the collison and put on t~ble5 or. the in~~4n~t5xfGrforcastle for survivors. 

8. Breakfast was ?ro,?;paI'eG and ava:'1.:;.b:e from 0430. Few SU'I"VlVOrS 
breakfasted from this ~~lley. 

W~rdroom ~alley 

9. SOUP,kai, tea and. cof~ee 
personnel and survivors on ; the. AX. 
time of the EGiiisOR collision. 

",.e prepared by 0345 and distributed to 
Ti·,is gc,llcy was not flashed up at the 

10. Sandwiches \.rere prepal.-e~ .:ncl dis::r ibuted by 0430. 
11. Breakfast \vo.s 3vi!ilabled frori. C430. c-~ost survivors appeared to 
start breakfast at 0530 (approx). 

CANTEEti 
12. The canteen wzs opened ~t 0400 and cigarettes etc to the value of 
$15.00 were distributed to survivors. 

13. 5C Canteen Store was de=stored by Canteen staff and volunteers when 
ordered by the NCBD Officer. 

ENCLOSUR~ (l1b) 

..... 
. ~ . 



. -' ~ 

Eardroom 

14. The Wardroom ?~ope~ w~s used as a distribution point for clotking 
and bedding. 

15. Cold drinks ~nd coffee were made aV2il~ble as survivors arrlved. 

16. Breakfast 'vas available and se1.~ved from 0430. Most survivors 
breakfasted from 0500 onwards. 

Naval Stores 

17. The 
to the PI·lO. 
a 11 storerooms 

medical ~tv:'C!S ~.,.::s r.:c:;naed by 0320 after 
Other prirr.a:-y stc::croorr.s 't'.icre ;.::.nne.d oy 
for leaks WC!'8 CO~i)lcted by OL,.OO. 

LSAN WHYTE • d reported 
0335. An inspection of 

18. Medical stor~s u:.i!) ae~'ials and lar<l?s, globes etc were issued 
ktn~ediately they were requi~ej. 

GE~'E?.AL 

19. Officers aad l.;:senior sailo~s of the Department acted with comme'dnabl-e 
initiative 1 in putting the above actions in train without instruc.tions from the 
Deputy Slipply Officer or nyself. I .,ould particularly cOITJIlend the actions of 
LSAN WHYTE mentioned above ,;,':-,0 apparently norrowl? missed injury at the moment 
of col1:id.on. 
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2. 
EVANS;-

.... ~ - .', " . _ [.v' 
\. 

~!EDICAL 

CASUALTIES RESL'LTIlIG FRO:': COLLISION t-:ITH USS EVANS 

There were nO casual tics froQ l1ELBOlJ"aNE. 

The following were the ~ major CGsu~ties among the survivors of 

a. RODRZQEU,-

b. 

c. ~ 

d. PK\COCK - ;:ic:,eal. F.A. B6344BI -

e. EPPE:tSO:, Mbcrt S.N. B734Sl,.7 

f. LOCKWOOD Robert. F.l" B211326 

g. 
il503761 

h. 

\. ". 
- , 

3. All these cases, lvit:'1 ::t:e;cxccptio:1 of the latter, were transfered by helo as SOon as it l~LlS possible. to ~SS KEARSA..RGE. 

4. There were about 25 ot~-;,er c.=ses of r..inor nature, ego cuts abrasions, exhaustion etc. Amana these t~ere WGre nO ~4talities. 
5. There was one case dc~d on ~rrival. He was unidentified. ; and jwas heloed to the KEARSARGE for id<!ntification and disposal. 
6. Drs Hancock and Bellin from t;,e KEARSARGE wasted no time in coming over to assist, and also Dr. Lauppe fro~ the KYES. 

7. The same applied to Dro Bennett, Anderson, Bain and Mein from the PARRAMATTA, SUPPLY, VAc'lPlRE, and ;7:JART respectively. 
B. I have sent separate si3nals to the KEARSARGE and the Australian ships thanking %kma them for their support. 

9. I would also like to add that quiet efficiency of my Sick Berth staff be done and they did it well • 

. 

I ht'" was tmJor impressed wi th the 1I,,*:t without exception. They did what had t.cJ' 

-
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