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CAnclIN'S STANDING ORDERS· 

INTRODUC'rION ' - ' 
, 
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1., 1'he Ilo~ ,A.ustralian Navy has 0. proUQ tradition to ' , 
m:l.intain and only tho highost etand<1rds are gqod snough in H.M.A.. 

,r Ships. 1'his appl:'..es particularly to H.M.A.S. MELBOURNE,. tha· 
only airoraft oarriar in the 'R.A.N. an~' often the FlD.&ship.. ,,\;'.'~;' 

, 

2. 1'he aim of an aircraft omior is successful 'fl,YinSt"~iic 
operationo. 1'0 achieve this nim requires good airmanship, :'," , 
good seamanship, good IlIllintenanco of ship and aircraft,. and '<,' 
also faithful and efficient performanoe of all the manifold ':::' 
sOrvioes that our ship requires. 

" 
3. Officers are to oarry out their duties in accordance"', 
\7ith Regulations and Instruotions for the R.A.N. and, euch other; 
ordera and' instruotiOllS'L18 may be iNlUld from timo to1;1me 111' ;' 
h~ghar author.1.ty. ' , 

4. ' :rheae orders are' iosued for the giad.J.lloe of offioera , 
and in ampl1oioation of other orders and instructions of a more' 
goneral natura. 1'hey are to be studied by eVQry offioer on ' 
joining,J!UI4' the cOPT held' in my offioe is to be s1gnedto thl.; e.t.tect. " ":},' 
, , J, "" ' ,/,-: 'I,: .... -: ~":'!\} 

" ," ~:' ! ,.' '·:·)V·{ 
, ; 'j ::":i ~', 

, 
, " 

" , 

, I' 
, ' 

/ 

" " 

I,' " 

, . 
',: 

, , 'I 

" 

, ' 

,f 

i 

I 

• ,I • 

• 
,I 

"",', .. ), .,; ..... I 
' . ..:_' . 

\; :' 
': . 
" 

"" 

.... 

I. ~'i _,..L~_~,~ 

' ... ' 

',I. 

..... ' 
\. : 

• ,> ' 

.- ,; 

" , , JUqII'l' 
t , 

""; 
'. -, 

"";' 
" ... , 

" 

, " , 
• , ' 

',' ,l 

, , 

,,' 

: . 

" 

, , 

• 

" , 

, , 

.-: 

'~, j 
, 

, .I 

:', ~-:~ - ;' 
',.~ r. ! . 
;C"i:' 

.• i 

, , 
", 

r " 

':' 
, , 

, . 

, j 

, . 

/i:. . -; 
, _f 

.- .. ', 

.,,"t'~{ :iA-~~~_ 
~;~-~"-;~ .. ' , :~;~~~. 



-, 

"" ' 

"" 

, le',--' 

\ 

\ '" 

, 
, 

, -,' " 

, ' 

" '-
" 

. ~.! 
. " . 

. , 
•• _f 

.. , 

___ .._.�- ,- . ,; _ t~ 
: .-~~ ttl' , . ~-I; 

MELBOURNE - CAPT]', .~S STANDING ORDERS 
SECTION 2 - OPERATIONAL 

-'<;' ,"i',,,,,',. ~(I' , '- ~:~~::(i:lJ ~,a i . .../. 
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l{o. ,21. OmCER OF ·THE '!lATCH AT SEA , ' ;,~' 

",:..1 " : a. Tho dutioll and responsibilities of tho Offioer nt ,: 
.' ,":, the Watch at soe ero laid down in, RI I S and tho 

'; , J " , Manual of Seamanship. Every OOW is to bo thoroUShlt:' 
'~, :: conversant with hiB dutios and with the ·l!egulat:!.ollll'" , 

for the Prevontion of ColliSion at Bsa. ' ,.,:;'\ 
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b. The dutios< of OOW at Ilea aro not to be handed J~ 
over to sn officor who does not have a full ':', , " 
llridge Watohkeeping Certifioate unless my express ".'!" 
permission has been given. , ,,::.,. 

'0. The OOW is responaihle to me for the safe hsnd~l.ing·<' 
of thc ship. I will norma1.ly inform the OOW if : ,: 
I am tsking over tho handling of the ship, but it ,: -i 
I gi ve a direct whoel or engine order this means, , :' 
th~t I havc dono .so. The OOW is not to JlosUllle ',:, ',!:, 
thu responsibility until I spocifically tell ',: ,'" 
him to do so. If in any doubt at any time, the 'j;' 
OOW should ask me wqo has the responsibility. 

d. When I em handlingtha, sa1p, the other ' 
rcsponsibilities of the,OOW still rest with him 
unless I specifically relieve him of anT other ' 

"'-, , 

dutios. . \ 

'I. In an emorgoncy' the OOW has authority to take any ,i:' 

sction he considers necossary for tho safety of , " 
tho ship or hor per~onnel before' informing me. 
He may also tako action on tho ordora of the OTe 
before informing ,me, but ~f timeperm1tB I am to 
be informeLfirst. .' __ . 

t. I oxpoct tho OO\V to cuI tivato tho !iabi t of 
" 
" 

planning the action to bo takon in caso. an unusuaL ~' 
situation should arisc. Plana for such omergsno1 .. ' 
as man overboard should be formulated on taking " 
ovor tho watch and modified a9 the situation r .-
'chaneos. ,,' 

, g. Tho OOVI may assumo that diractions rocoivod from 
tho Navig9ting Officor for altorations to oourse 

.' 

and speod h:avo my approval. Noverthol069 the OOW , 
continuos-to hold pr'imary responsibility for tile . 
ship snd eo must always satisfy himself as to any. 
directions he recoives from the Nevieatins Offioer. 

h. The occasions on which I am to bo called aro 
laid down in my Night Ordor llook and a oOPY of ' ;: 
theso Standing Instructions is kept in the llridge 
File. When I am called the OOW is to mako sure 
I em fully awake. If I do not come to the oompass, 
platform whon he reols I should, ho is to have , 
me oallod again. Reports which aro mado to me arl, 
aleo to be made to the Navigating Offioor. ' , 

1. An officor is nevcr to take 'over the watch until • 
ho ie satisfiod that ho is proporly informod by 
tho offic'or whom he 'is relieving. Immediately on. 
taking ovor he is to verify' the ships pod tiOl1, aD" 1 

,the chart by, the bost means availablo. ,', 
~.' Tho OOW is also constantly to bea],' in mnd hiB . 

"othor responsibili tios for slloh as tho sa.fott ct 
personnel, watortight integrity, tho ship',s i 
routine and ceremOnial. . '.. , 'i ' 

" . 

" 

k. When MELBOURNE iB in tactical commend, 'liho sonse ,. 
of the foro going paragraphs is intended to' embrace;' 
the safety of tho formation as a whole. ' -\ 

, '1. fho lio.ugl(t!I1~, Officor 10 to' o.rrdnGo for SOIlllWl.·l ~o;f 
, ;, O!f!oe:cll'Wl'ObO:l.Ve 11 full,b:t;1of1ns orJ..-tbo,;LEqQu1l, ' ' 
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