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With the United States Armed Forces )
at 12th Air Force Hospital }
Cam Ranh Air Base, Cam Ranh Bay, RVN)

\ AFFIDAVIT

blowiny: tubes on the stenmins boilers when I rece

bell on the Enginerocm.&pnw¢iutor. I ran to the
forward throttles so that 1 could open the stern throttles.

" to pull the wheel once on Liwe head throttle. At that time the 1y was hit g
hard and the people in the cngineroom wers thrown all over the 1!~ I was !
thrown towards the forward hulkhead. After that I hit my head o tirn bow
plate. Before I could recover I noticed ‘that the space was fylt of cheam
agd was flooding rapidly. Jimn the water leveled in the space T vlle bo
geb up, The watch. then reprouped by the iriboard hatch as it was ! ”nlyh

s Lhe

place we could pet out. I was able to push a couple of guys o’
heat bocame too much and thrs I had to get out myself. A1 the
of the space. There were six men including myself on watch ir
room, FN FEACOCK was the r1ectrician's Mate of the Watch. Fii
the Lower Level kan, An i3 I know only as "Pete". was the me:s~”
BAUGHI'AN was the Evaporator lan, and I don't recall who thé th:
The Evans has twin screws and hoth engines were going. We wers
for nbout 20 knots becausc we had to keep station. when I got
looked forward and there wis no bow Jeft on the ship. I then:
the fantail where someonc ynve us blankets and life jackets.
up-a ladder onto the Melbonrne, I have no broken bones, & few :
ntions, most of my injurics are burns. The burns were suffer::
. of steam., The water in tir ~ngineroom wWas sea water as I swnl’
After we arrived on the ieilwurne we were treated, flown to th-
and then here to Cam Ranh Foyr, RVH. vhen the ship broke in bn
1t broke in the compartment next to ours roing forward, Therc
tipht bulkhead betwcen our compartment and the one forward of °
tell where the ‘water came i-nm.  The time elament between the '
emerrency signal and the collision was about 3 to 4 seconds.
of the_vhgnes when the sirnal came. I grabbed the throttle, b

T abouttiéen?v turns for the throttle to take hold, and I kad o

once when the collision ocrucred. The bridge might have givev
to standby for a collision but there was nons,
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I, G.D. POWELL, Jr., LT, JAGC, USNR, the undersigned offic
certify that the foregoing instrument was subseribed and swor"
me this 13th day of June, 1969, by BICS Florentine MACAYAN, T
who is known to me to be a U.Se Armed Forces member on active
do further certify that 1 am at the date of this certificate »
officer of the grade, branch of service, and organization stal-
the active service of the United States Armed Forces, that by &
seal is required on this certificate, and same is executed in -
as a judge advocate.

" 0.S. Naval Air Facility

i . - wh S et ’ 't 132 West Belvedere Road
L S -+ Horfolk, Virgimis

Eﬂ}{fﬁtb!; L +-Permanent Home Address

13 June 1969

I had

oot

e

L r’»’f ,2( oA
Gr uﬁg"‘ﬁa &B’ A
‘LT, JACC, USKR, 68737 fosds
 Gam Ranh Bay, Reputlic of mgna_ﬁ

L

On the date of the collicion between the HMAS MELBOURNE and the USS FRANK ' °
E. EVANS, I was present and on duty aboard the USS FRANK E. EVAIS.
the midnisht to €400 watch. At approximately 0312 I had just Cinzied
jved an emergev-.’ backdown .
throttle board to «lose the
I w; only able’




