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With the United States ArMed Forces ) 

at 12th Air Force Hospital ) 

Cam Ranh Air Base, Cam Ranh Bay, RVN) 

, AFFIDAVIT 

_ ,L 
" 

13 .Tune 1969 

On the date of the col1',,\on bet"een the' IU!.AS J.!ELBOUF.NE and th" USS FRANK .' 

E. EVANS, I \illS present and OIl duty aboard the USS FRANK E. EV.iilf> , I ,had 

the minni~ht to 04QO watch. At approximately 0312 I had just fh':'I"d 

" r~r, blo"in/" tubes on the stco.min" boilers when I received an e:0!8r,,~.''','' b~ckdown 

bell on the Enginerocm f\n''101ator. I ran to the throttle boartl h .,lose the 

for\lllrd throttles so thaL I could ,open the stern throttles. I "";' "nly able' 

to pull the "heel once on t;:., head throttle. At that time the ;," I' ImS hit, I 

hard Rond the people in the cIlc:ineroom were thrown all over the l'I""~. I was " 

throw towards the for"ard oUll:head. After that'I hit my head .'" th~ ho" 

plnt,e. Before I could reco'J~r I noticed ·that the space was fnT' "r ,·t,~,,". 

" " , 
" 

altd wae flooding rapidly. ',Ji,"m the water leveled in the spacri .... .\,1" to 

!:eb up. The _tch then T"i'rouped by the inboard hatch as it' W,'I:' ""ly 

pl,!-ce we could /Cet out. I 'CaS able to push a couple of guys 0'1' '.he 

heat became too much and t""l1 I had to get out myself. All t.\," ' ... "I, 

of the "p .. ce. There wer" ui x men including myself on watch it' 

room. FN PEACOCK was the :'l"ctrician's };ate of the Watch. 1',; i' 

tho Lower Level ~;an. An kL3 I knOll only as nPete" , was the l11e,,'" 

DAUGHI 'AN was the Evaporator lan, and I don 't recall who the till' 

'rhe Evano has twin scre"" nl1,1 hath engines were going. We wer.' 

for "bout 20 knots because "., haq'to keep station~ 'ooIhen I got 

looker! forwnrd and there "as no bOil left on the ship. 1 then ' 

tl;1e fantail where SOl11eono f"''''1 us blankets and life jackets. 

up' n l"dder onLo the Felbo1lr"". I have no broken bones, a few 

n,tions, moot of my injuric,' "re burns. The burns were snffer,"': 

of st9sm. The wter in t.ri!' "nt;ineroom was sea watp.r as I 8\.11\1 . 

Aft~r we arrived on the i,i~P,,,urne lie "ere treatecl, flown to tl .. 

'ln,1 then here to Cam BanI! r:':r, RVN. When the ship broke in hn' 

it broke in t.he compartTI"''11, next to ours r,oinr for'.ard. Ther,· 

tir,ht bulkhead bet"een our "!>mpartment and the one forward of 

tell wrere tho 'w ter cal'l~ ;. :n,",. 'fhe ti",e element between the 

emerr:ency slenn1 and the co'L lision was about 3 to ,~ seconds. 

of th .. \:;,~h9T!!'s "hen the si;;ml carne. I grabbed the throttle, C" 

"bout ~,~,v turns for tho t.i1rottle to ta;:e hold, nnd I had 01' 

once when the collision oeclI credo The bridge might have giv!''' 

to standby for a COllision but there was'none. 

I, G. D. POWELL, Jr., LT, JhGC, USNR, the undersigned offic r ' 

certify that the foregoine instrument was subscribed and swor" 

me this 13th day of June, 1969, by BTCS Florentine HACAYAN, 11' 

who is known to me to be a U.S. Armed Forces member on active 

do further certify that I am at the date of this certificate n 

officer of the grade, branch of service, and organization st,,1., 

the active service of the United States ,.rmed Forces, that by ,,: 

seal is required on this certificate, and same is executed 1n ",', 

as a judge advocate. 
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,LT, JAGe, lISMR, fHTk/25d,) 
. U. S. lIaval Air Facility 
, ~ llanb Ba7. llePllbl1c of V1etnn' 

• ;PelMJlellt Hcae AddreISll 
; 132 v..t Bebedere 1load 
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