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STATEl1EI\'r 

Iii th the United States 1>.) od Forces 
on board USS lillJulSARGE (c ,.3-33) in 
The South China Sea 

At approximately 08CC}, 3 June 1969 following the collision of the 
USS FRANK E. EVANS and E, '.3 hELBOURNE, a body was brought to sick blliY 
aboard the USS K.;.ARSARGE. This body was identi1'ied by dog tags and by 
comparison of teeth with l3ntal records as that of GLINES, KennethuL,9V 
B64 83 82, SA, USN. 

ElalJllination of the be ;:r revealed soaking wet clothes which were 
removed. The orJ.y obvio .. ; externaJ. injuries were a large abrasion of 
the right anterior chest i1.11 and an occipital skull injury. Palpation 
of the skull revealed a l'"ge hematoma over the occiput with laceration 
am bleeding. It felt a,c if a skull defect were present, but ',his was 
not ascertained by radio, .'~phy and could have been only a laceration 
through the galea apoooUl' :,3is. The mouth was filled with a pink fOBllfll 
material felt to be pulmc !:!.ry edema. 

A more detailed exarni ,,'\tion of the remains was not done because the 
body was to be i'lo,m to J: m San Nhut AFB, RVN, for autopsy. 

The conclusion reac he ; by- me on the basis of lIIlt clothes and pul­
monary edema lTaS that of :Jath by saJ.t water drowning. The role played 
by the head injury would ';Q onlY speculative. 0 

/1._ .. _ ~.~ 
~ HALL, III 

I, r,eonard M. Near=, the undersigned officer, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing instI",' mt was subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 5th day of July 1965' by LT James H. Hall, III, NC, USNR, 669941, 
,moss permanent home addr :::13 is Decatur, Georgia, and who is known to 
me to be a commissioned o,:icer of the U.S. Armed Forces on active duty. 
And I do further certify' ,:l3.t I am at the date of this certi1'icate a 
comr;d,ssioned officer of ,;" grade, branch of service and organization 
stated below in the activ! service of the United States Armed Forces, 
that by statute no seaJ. i; required on this ceri;ificate, and same is 
executed in nw capacity a;' Commanding o~rocer, U,SS KEARSARGE (CVS-33). 
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STATEMENT 

Wi th the United States A' ,;od Forces 
on board USS KEAffiARGE (i :V8-33) in 
The South China Sea 

Approximately 0800 0:, the morning of 3 June 1969, a stretcher bearing 
the body of one Kenneth -.J. GUms was brought to sick bay. I was told 
this was the onl3 fatal r:csualty recovered thus far from the collision 
of the USS FRAlft: E. EVA};~, and mru; MELBOURNE. 

I did not personally Lxamine the body, but did observe the following I 

The victim's clo'''''5 were soaked with water. His hair was wet 
and he had a pink-tlnBed foam in his mouth. When his shirt was removed, 
the large bruise and abl", ~ion on his left anterior chest appeared to be 
washed clean. 

Assuming that the p" .. icnt had drowned, I returned to II1II wozk caring 
for injured survivors an.: had no i'urther contact with the bod;v. 

1-11 tM..{ A :BI~ . 
rq/.ll A. BJomsW 

I, Leonard 11. lID\FG1;'-'-, the undersigned officer, do hereby certif'y 
that the foregoing instr. :lent was subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 5th day of July 196.', by LT Lyall A. BJORNSON, MC, USNR, 715735, 
whose pe:nnancnt home adcl.. 'o;ss is Arvilla, North Dakota, and who is 
m01m to me to be a comr;: "sioned officer of the U. S. Armed Forces on 
active duty. And I do f;:ther certify that I am at the date of this 
certificate a commission ,1 officer of the grade, branch of service and 
organization stated belor in the active service oi' the United States' 
Anned Forces, that by st .tute no seal is required on this certU'icate, 
and same is executed in ,:;; capacity as Commanding Officer, USS ICEA.RiAliIJE 
(CV5-33). 
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Q~u~~~ .. ~ ~ard~~tAllMAN 
390697, CAPT, USN 
USB KEkRSARGE (CVS-33) 
McLean, VirgiDia 
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