


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Greetings!

It seems like yesterday that I first signed into the 507th Medical Company (AA) as a "wet behind the ears”
Lieutenant. Now, I look back over my 25-year career and marvel at how far we've come and what we have
accomplished in that time. It is truly an honor to serve this year as your President. I am excited about the
organization, its status, and its prospects for the future. Many thanks and compliments go to Bob Romines and Bill
Grimes for their two years' of work putting this Association on solid footing. We know where we are now more
than ever before in our history. Thanks, guys! Ya'll done good!!!!

We have begun to do greater things because of them, too. We have a business plan developed by our new
Treasurer, CPT Jonathan Fristoe, that has been adopted by the Executive Council. Our books have been audited
and automated and "to the penny" balanced with the bank. Our business plan for the year will show that we can
make a slight profit this year without new fees or increasing the dues. We will be giving two awards at the next
reunion. The Outstanding Rescue Award and the Dustoff Medic of the Year Award. Your Association has baseball
caps and golf shirts for sale with no capital outlay to get started; and they are higher quality than before.
Preparations are being made for next year's reunion and we plan on making it every bit as big a hit as this last one.

1 have two goals that | want to reach for this year. One is to increase our membership by 10%. The other is to
find our lost Life Members. Ineed the help of our unit commanders to do the firstand everyone's help on the second.
Alist of lost Life Members is in the newsletter (page 14) and [ ask that you take the time to write us or call us if you
see 4 name you recognize.

Looking forward to a great year!

Sincerely,

DUSTOFF ASSOCIATION
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) Letters to the DUSTOFFer...

Had a note from the gentleman who
is credited with piloting the first-ever
helicopter aeromedical evacuation mis-
sion (yes, even before John Temperiili!).
Carter Harman, as follows —

B0 Iwassurprised tosee myname in
the November newsletter, as perhaps
you are to see yours, here. I want you
to know that I have written a pretty
good memoir, called "Burma Angel,”
of my activities with the First Air
Commando Group in Asam, India, in
1944-45, featuring my flight in a YR-
48 to rescue those guys in Burma. I
am trying to sell it to a publisher,
with negative-to-ambiguous results
so far (other readers say nice things
aboutit). It starts with what was prob-
ably the first unintentional autorota-
tional landing (crash) at the Sikorsky
factory, my ATC flight to join the
outfit in Mar'ch, 1944, some of the

<~ Commando activities including the

hair-raising night glider landings in
Burma, the forced landing of a casu-
alty-evacuation L-1, my flight into
Burma, the rescues and my return
flight in the monsoon. All pretty
dicey, as the Brits say.

I am a retired journalist, pub-
lished author of non-fiction and a
novel nearing presentable status. If
you can think of a publisher who
might be interested in "Burma An-
gel," I'll be grateful. I can send you a
printout if you'd Jike.

Cordially,

CARTER HARMAN

Also heard from an old friend and
fellow DUSTOFFerwho’d been cued back
into the DUSTOFF family through Joe
Kralich's outstanding Internet activi-
ties. Editor's Note: In my view, the writer
represents one of the true heroes of
DUSTOFF...those guys in the back who
have to rely on the skill and daring of the
aviators in front, generally without be-
ing given any choice in what's really a

life and death affair —

B0 Sorry for the familiarity, but Cap-
tain Truscott seemed demeaning due
to your promotion, Colonel Truscott
is someone I didn't know, and ].].
would be way too familiar.

Anyway, if this letter actually
finds you...congratulations, Colonel!
You absolutely deserved it. | trust
that whatever you are doing in the
Middle East is fulfilling and what
you want.

Thanks to CompuServe and the
Military forum, 1 met Doc Kralich
and a few others who say they served
with the 45th, though none that I
remember. (Also saw the video. What
a photogenic dude!)

Perhaps 1should stop here in case
you are saying, "Who the hell is this
guy?” '

I'm Elliott Mitchell. 1 served with
the 45th from December 1967 to De-
cember 1968, The first half of my tour
was under Major Luce at Lai Khe
where [ served as Radio Operator
and Patient Protector.

After the main body of the com-
pany rotated back Stateside in June
or July '68, I was brought back up to
Long Binh to serve as Awards Clerk
under you. Guess being able to spell
and typehasits payback in the Army.

I flew Patient Protector out of
Long Binh several times. Toward the
end of my tour, I would only fly on
your missions because of my high
regard for your skill and character.

I have a small diary that a girl
friend gave me when [ came to Viet-
nam, butI only kept it up for about 2
months. How I wish I had copied
over a company roster.

Take care of yourself. If you'd
like to write that would be great!

ELLIOTT MITCHELL

2006 Flamingo Drive

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Phone (714) 540-6159

Carter Harmon recently
passed away. We will try
to get information on his
book. He was a pioneer in
aviation and one of the
first brave class of rotary
wing pilots. The DUSTOFF
Association maintains
much on his duties as a
pilot during WWII. Those
of us who knew him real-
ize that a truly great
American has passed.

Memorial Board
AMEDD Museum
Update:

The DUSTOFF Memorial
Boards have been relocated to
the end of the entry hallway and
now stands out as a most mov-
ing testimony. The light from
the full wall windows causes a
reflection upon the brass
plaques; whenever anyone
stands before the Memorial their
reflection can be seen. The mu-
seum wants todisplay some pho-
tographs of DUSTOFF with an
emphasis upon those lost dur-
ing Vietnam service and since.
These would be surrounding
the exhibit. If you want to share
a photograph and a few words
please contact the DUSTOFF
Association: Attention Memo-
rial Board.




CH-47 CHINOOK HIGH CAPACITY AIR AMBULANCE

elping people in

need has been a

hallmark of rotor

craft from the start.
The first helicopter mercy mission
was performed in 1944, when a
Coast Guard helicopter delivered
blood plasma to treat more than 100
victims of a Navy ship explosion.
Thousands of wounded Korean War
Gls and Marines owe their lives to
helicopter crews who flew them
from battlefield aid stations to mo-
bilehospitals and MEDEV AC chop-
pers are credited with transporting
over 100,000 casualties during the
war in Vietnam.

For decades, rotorcraft have
been essential life-saving tools in
war and peace. However, evolving
battlefield requirements and in-
creasingly complex civilian medi-
cal rescue missions, combined with
the ready availability of advanced
medical treatment systems, are cre-
ating a need for more sophisticated
special-purpose medical rotorcraft.

Helicopters are critical medical
evacuation tools because they
largely eliminate or reduce the need
to construct airfields and landing
areas. Fluid, fast-moving battle-
fields and lack of available airports
reduce the effectiveness of fixed
wing transport aircraft for moving
patients to distant medical treat-
ment facilities. This time-distance
linkage, critical in the first “Golden
Hour”, is vital in saving the lives of
casualties whose chances for recov-
ery increase exponentially as trans-
port time is reduced by leapfrog-
ging over intermediate handling
and treatment sites.

A recent U.S. Army Surgeon

General’s requirement study de-
fines new expectations for added
value in medical evacuation and
related missions, such as response
to mass casualties in natural disas-
ters, lateral movement of casualties
between medical treatment facili-
ties, movement of special medical
personnel such as burn teams, and
re-supply of surgical equipment,
pharmaceuticals, whole blood and
other life saving materials. The re-
port also suggest a reorganization
of battlefield medical facilities with
quick transfer to corps-level sup-
port areas on the extended battle-
field. Thenew study entitled Medi-
cal Re-engineering Initiative (MRI)
has been incorporated into the ef-
forts of the Joint (USAF and USA)
Initiative Working Group. Specifi-
cally, itis the S.W. Asia warfighting
scenario that requires an additional
platform to handle casualty evacu-
ation to the Corps support area,
that platform remains the High Ca-
pacity Air Ambulance.

One way to meet the demand
for this new medical helicopter is to
utilize a proven airframe with the
capacity to carry a treatment facil-
ity. The goal is to use a rotorcraft
with the range and capacity to ad-
dress Army requirements while
generating significant savings in
numbers of dedicated helicopters,
mission flights, flight hours, per-
sonnel and maintenance.

Aproposal from Boeing Defense
& Space Group, Helicopters Divi-
sion, takes this approach. The CH-
47 Chinook is ready to assume the
HCAA role-by adapting the Chi-
nook with readily available, cost-
effective technology inserts to meet

the Army Medical Departments spe-
cial needs.

Casualty evacuation is nothing
new for the Chinook. The standard
CH-47D can accommodate 23 lit-
tersand two attendants to transport
people in need of rapid treatment.
The Chinook HCAA departs from
mere transportation, however, and
provides an integrated medical fa-
cility in the helicopter to treat casu-
alties in transit to hospitals. The
Chinook’s large cabin enables care
givers to assist up to a dozen litter
patients with serious injuries and 4
ambulatory patients.

The Chinook HCAA also ben-
efits from the reliability and capa-
bility of the proven CH-47 airframe
and propulsion designs, providing
speed, range and utility.

For example, a fully loaded
Chinook HCAA can fly at 150-knot
speeds. Standard fuel capacity,
1,030 gallons, provides a range of
275nauticalmiles, while long-range
fuel tanks, holding 2,000 gallons,
permit 600-nautical mile ranges.
With additional fuel, the Chinook
HCAA can self-deploy with medi-
cal equipment to action stations up
to 1,280 nautical miles from base,
allowing early entry into a battle-
field requirement or a natural di-
saster site.

Installation of a full Emergency
Medical Services treatment suite still
allows room for 12 litters with two
attendants in crashworthy seats
withunidirectional inertial restraint
harnesses. Less complex treatment
facilities provide accommodations
for up to 16 stretchers. This high
capacity (coupled with extended

{Continued on page 5)
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CH-47 CHINOOK...

. Continued from page 4

range) can help eliminate delays in
evacuation of seriously wounded
casualties that occur when smaller
aircraft are used for the mission.
Enroute, attendants will have
plenty of room to work on patients
withimmediate needs. Oxygenand
full electrical systems can also be
installed at a majority of litter sta-
tions for full-fledged emergency
treatment.

Each litter station can be rigged
with two intravenous holders with
positive pressure infusion. Variable
intensity, adjustable pointing and
focused lighting and adjustable
blackout curtains are available to
facilitate treatment and monitoring
with minimal patient disturbance.
Cabin temperature controls can es-

~— tablish comfortable temperatures of
/5°-78°F from extremes of -30°F to
+110°F within 15 minutes. And,
cabininsulation abates enginenoise,
providing an 85 db speech interfer-
ence level.

Anexternal rescue hoistenables
the Chinook HCAA to lift patients
from hard-to-reach areas when
landings are impractical, and the
Chinook’s triple cargo hooks for
external loads permit it to carry two
HMMWVs, a CBPS system, or an
entire hospital shelter package
where they are needed.

The Chinook HCAA'’s three-
man crew can rely on a full array of
avionics — including radar altim-
eter, Doppler, GPS, heads-up dis-
play, VOR, ADF, ILS and DME, as
well as weather radar and a nose-

~ — mounted Forward Looking Infra
| Red sensor — to fly urgent life sav-
ing missionsinadverse weatherday
or night and return safely to base.

The same avionics suite can also fa-
cilitate telemedicine data transfers
with updates on patient condition
enroute. Aircraft survivability
equipment — IR jammer, missile
warning, laser/radar warning, and
flare dispensers, — enhance the
HCAA'’s safety in combat environ-
ments. Finally, cockpit and crew
communication relies on wireless,
voice-actuated headsets with private
modes for independent voice traffic
on the flight deck and in the medical
treatment facility. With this system,
medics can talk while keeping both
hands free to treat their patients.

Althoughsmaller utility helicop-
ters provide medical evacuation in
both military and civilian environ-
ments, the Chinook HCAA’s capac-
ity is truly unique in terms of mis-
sion capability, flexibility and ver-
satility. The Chinook is a logical
extension of the current medical he-
licopter fleet, complementing the
UH-60, which provides lift from the
battle line to Forward Surgical
Teams, after which the CH-47 elimi-
nates bottlenecks by ferrying large
numbers of stabilized patients to
hospitals in the corps support and
rear areas.

The Chinook’standerm rotorcon-
figuration is another plus for
MEDEVAC and rescue missions,
enabling it to maintain flight stabil-
ity in bad weather and in rough
terrain where utility aircraft may
notbe able to fly and pick up casual-
ties who often cannot wait for the
more favorable flight conditions that
conventional helicopters normally
require for mission completion.

The Chinook has maintained its
high level of service through four

decadesbecause its design permits
insertions of technology improve-
mentssuchasthe HCAA integrated
capability that enable CH-47s to
perform beyond the expectations
of today’s operators.

In summary, the Chinook of-
fers large increases in overall capa-
bility, making possible new and
more effective operations and
higher quality treatment. No other
helicopter available can perform
comparably and offer more capac-
ity to meet such extensive life-sav-
ing and trauma treatment require-
ments during medical evacuation
missions.

And, these same capabilities
add value in peacetime as well,
since the Chinook High Capacity
Air Ambulance would become a
dual-use asset, lending support in
natural disasters affecting civilian
populations. In the U.S., National
Guard Chinocoks have long served
the public by performing civil re-
lief missions, and international us-
ers also consider theirCH-47stobe
nation-builders as well as military
platforms. The addition of com-
prehensive medical treatment fa-
cilities on board would clearly in-
crease the value of the CH-47s in
service around the world, in peace
and war.

Jerome C. McMullan II

Manager, CH-47 Business Development
Boeing Defense and Space Group

Benjamin M. Knisely
Vice President, INS Incorporated




Report From Saudi Arabia (written aprit 1996)

It occurred to me this morn-
ing...14 November 1995...that per-
haps], like many DUSTOFFers, had
become so terribly familiar with the
twentieth century phenomena
known in the media as a "terrorist
bombing" thatit had almostbecome
amatter of little concern. Yesterday
a car bomb exploded near a U.S.
military office building in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, killing (at last count)
eight persons, at least six of whom
were American soldiers. Some 60
persons were injured badly and the
property damage was, needless to
say, devastating. Yet, clad in shorts
and a T-shirt, here 1 ran, blithely
though none too quickly nor
stealthily, through those same

streetswith few concerns other than
an upcoming field training exercise
with our counterparts in the Saudi
National Guard.

My first "close up and personal”
experience with a terrorist's whim
was in Saigon in 1965. One balmy
evening, when the duty crew's du-
ties had shifted elsewhere, Mike
Trader, Doug Moore, and I had
opted for dinner at the Crazy Cow
Restaurant rather thatsampling the
sights and delights at the My Canh
Restaurant, floating ina picturesque
location in the Saigon River. It was
only uponreturning to our quarters
near Tan Son Nhut Air Base that we
learned that a cleverly placed bomb
had struck the diners at the My

Canh, killing a dozen and maiming
another score. Later in that tour,
other explosive devices carried in
bicycles and cyclos ended the lives
of more and more soldiers and hap-
less civilians.

The second tour was a little bet-
ter although only because the war
had progressed from a counter-
insurgency to a series of main
force battles from the Cambodian
and Laotian borders to the South
China Sea.

Terrorists on another continent
struck a serious blow to all
DUSTOFFers in 1971 when the
Baader-Meinhof Gang detonated a
major weapon at the Terrace Offic-

(Continued on page 7)

Did you know that...

¢ Some 3.4 million LS. military
men and women served in the
Republicof Vietnam during that
poignant but increasingly dim
conflict?

* During the time since the Viet-
nam War, the hunting of el-
ephants near the quaint village
of Ban Me Thuot has become a
sport engaged in only by well-
to-do sportsmen? Some years
back it was the sole venue of
American Gun Ship pilots.

» Apartof the pre-flight check list
for the UH19 helicopter once
included tying the clam shell
engine compartment doors to-
gether withan 18-inch length of
nylon parachute suspension
cord?

¢ Mostly famous DUSTOFFer
Merle Snyder, then a WO1, re-
sponded to his first hostile fire

in Vietnam by trying to hide his
entire body behind the cyclic of a
UH1H helicopter?

o Semi-famous DUSTOFFer Bob
Romines, thena WO1, attempted
to gain Purple Heart fame early
in his career by hovering directly
above a heavily-armed Viet Cong
company after having been care-
fully informed of the enemy’s ex-
act location by the ground force?

e DUSTOFFer Billy Hughes, then
a medic with the 57th "Original
DUSTOFF, " wasamong the first
to lend medical treatment and aid
when terrorists exploded a large
bomb at the U.S. Embassy in
Saigon in 19657

* During Ed Bradshaw’s first Viet-
nam tour, on the ground as an
infantry platoon leader with the
1st Cavalry Division, he was
closely associated with Bill Car-
penter, who called in air strikes
and artillery on his own

DYUS T YA Foss

position?...and the history of
the action listed Ed as "David
Bradshaw?”

Jim Cassell, recovering from
wounds in Vietnam - 1968, suf-
fered even more painful agony
from sunburned private parts
resulting from his search for an
"all-over tan?”

A number of 45th Medical Com-
pany pilots were threatened with
military justice proceedings for
failure toeagerly certify the com-
bat flying hour contributions
and awards recommendations of
passengers from higher head-
quarters?

Then-CW2 Terry Murphy,
DUSTOFFer 1968-69 in Viet-
nam, having lost his right thumb
to an OH13's tail rotor drive
shaft, gained a hairy replace-
ment joint when the appendage
was attached to his stomach for
skin graft purposes?










Quite a lot has happened since
the publication of the last newslet-
ter. lwillattempttofillyouin on some
of the changes and actions that are
currently being worked that will have
an impact on the MEDEVAC com-
munity.

On 1 March 1996, the AMEDD
Aviation Consultant's position was
moved from the national capitol re-
gion to Ft. Rucker. The Director,
Medical Evacuatoin Proponent Di-
rectorate will now have the addi-
tional duty as the Aviation Consuit-
ant. For many years the Consultant
was assignedto the OTSG staff, but
during the process of "right-sizing"
the force, the position was elimi-
nated. COL Rich Beauchemin had
been performing the duties as the
Consultant and after he joined the
DoD staff the decision was made to
move the position to Ft. Rucker. We
all owe COL Beauchemin a great
deal of thanks for his tireless efforts
during his tenure as the Aviation
Consultant.

The 1996 Army Medicat Evacu-
ation Conference (AMEC) was heid
in San Antonio, Texas, 25 February
- 1 March. There were in excess of
250 attendees this year, making it

ROK SPECIAL FORCES

Continued from page 8

The training scenarios revolved
around search and rescue and typi-
cally occurred at heights of about 40
to 50 feet.

‘It was a neat thing," said Seo,
jung-Suk, a search and rescue team
member. "It was a good experience.
1f we had been in real combat and
this helicopter came, 1 would feel
safe," he added. "The hoist seems to
be very reliableand avery safe piece
of equipment.”

(Note: Oliver is assigned to 19th
TAACOM Public Affairs Office.)

by Col Sexton

one ofthe largest, if not thelargest,
everheld! As usual, LTC Al Rogers
and MSG Herb Yeagerdid a splen-
did job in putting the conference
together. Thanks also go out to
those who made presentations and
conducted the workshops. Tenta-
tive dates for the 1997 AMEC are
24 - 28 February. Once again, cen-
tral funding is being pursued but is
not locked in yet. If central funding
is granted for the 1997 AMEC the
amount will be decremented by
15%from the 1996 level. This trans-
lates to fewer attendees who can
be centrally funded -- so plan ac-
cordingly.

It appears that a long-standing
readiness problem in our National
Guard MEDEVAC units has been
solved. Until recently, aviation
Branch officers wishing to branch
transfer to Mhad to forfeit a great
dealoftheirtime-in-service; insome
cases, up to three-fourths, in order
to do so. To say the least, this was
not anincentive to branch transfer.
Therefore, many of the 67J posi-
tions in ARNG MEDEVAC units
are being filled by non-MSCs.
Twelve of nineteen ARNG
MEDEVAC units are commanded
by Aviation Branch officers and, of
the 161 total 67J positions in the
ARNG, only 46 are filled by MSCs.
With the cancellation of DoD Direc-
tive 1321.2 and the publication of
DoD Directive 6000.12, limitations
pertaining to prior service credit for
Reserve Component officers no
tonger exist. DoD Directive 6000.12
makes it easier to branch transfer
and aids in eliminating the MOS/
AQC that has been experienced in
the past. In a memorandum dated
9 May 1996, from the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Health Af-
fairs) it states that "...as an excep-
tion to the general rule, that heli-
copter pilots on active duty, or on
active status in the Reserve Com-
ponent, who arebranchtransferred

to the Medical Service Corps from
combat aviation units, be eligible to
receive year-for-year priorcommis-
sioned service credit."

Anotherinitiative working its way
through the Amy staff is the re-
quest to grant a one-time waiver for
an additional five months of Total
Operational Flying Duty for Credit )
(TOFDC) to all 67Js who attended
the AMEDD Advance Course be-
tween 1 January 1991 and 1 July
1996. This is the same time frame
awarded Aviation Branch officers.
On 16 September 1991, Mr. Wincup,
then Assistant Secretary ofthe Army
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs,
signed a memorandum approving
TOFDC for officers attending the
Aviation Officer Advance Course
{AVOAC). Aviation Branch officers
who have attended the Combined
Logistics Officer Advance Course
(CLOAC) have received credit, and
the AMEDD aviators who attended
the AVOAC or CLOAC have re-
ceived credit. Those who have not
received creditare the AMEDD avia-
tors who atded the AMEDD Ad-
vance Course. As you all know, the
AMEDD Advance Course is being
restructured with an approximate
two-month resident phase. Thereis
no intent on the part of the Medical
Service Corps to request a blanket
waiver in the future for the two-
month resident phase of AMEDD
Advance Course. Hope to have an
answer on this issue for the next
newsletter.

During the period 22 April - 5
May, the second AMEDD Aviation
Pre-Command Course for CPT(P)s
and MAJs en route to company
command was conducted at Ft.
Rucker. A total of thirteen officers
attended the course. Of the thir-
teen, ten were from the active com-
ponent and three were from the
ARNG. One of the ARNG attend-

{Continued on page 10}
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Continued from page 9

ees was non-AMEDD (we'll train
‘emall). CPT Dave Parramore from
the School of Aviation Medicine did
a super job of orchestrating this
very important training event.

Currently, an officer who had
less than six years of aviation ser-
vice as of 1 October 1991 must
have nine years of operational fly-
ing by the 12th year of aviation
service to receive continuous flight
pay through 18 years of service.
Consideration is being given to
changing the nine years to eight.
More onthis issueinfollowingnews-
letters.

The Total Army Analysis 2003
(TAA 03) has recently been com-
pleted. As many of you know, the
TAA is a multi-phased force struc-
turing process designed to develop
the Army's force structure for the
comingyears. TAAQ3recognizeda
warfighting requirement for twenty-
four MEDEVAC companies (357
airframes); twenty-three 15-aircraft
companiesand one 12-aircraftcom-
pany. This is a reduction of eleven
companies and 189 airframes from
TAA 01. The TAA 03 scenario was
based on two nearly simultaneous
Major Regional Contingencies
(MRCs). The total MEDEVAC struc-
ture will reside in COMPO 1 (Active
Component) and COMPO 2
(ARNG).

AMEDD aviators continue to
compete extremely well in selec-
tion for Senior Service College
(SCC)and05/06 command. LTC(P)
Mickey Meis and LTC Mike Deets
have been selected for command,
and LTC(P) John Becker and LTC
Randy Treiber have been selected
for the Army War College Corre-
sponding Studies Course. Con-
gratulations and good luck!

Finally, the following is a list of
proposed changes to the 15-air-
craftcompany TOE that is currently
being worked. Many of you have
submitted these changes and need

10

to know the leadership is listening
to your needs. Thanks for your in-
put. Be advised that these are only
the major changes and it will be
some time before they actually hit
the field.
«Change Company Safety Of-
ficer - W4 to W3
* Add Company SIPto HQ - W3
* Add Flight Ops Officer - 03
« Add Asst Fit Ops Officer - 02
e Add Pneudralics Repairman
(68H) - E4
* Change Maintenance Officer -
W4 to W3
«Change Air Amb Plt Sgt to
91B4F

Area Support MEDEVAC Section:

«|P/IFE - 2 W3s

IP-2W2s

* ASE/EW Officer - 1 W2

* Aeromed Evac Pilots - 5 W2s
Forward Support MEDEVAC
Teams:

« Aeromed Evac Pilots - 2 W2s

* Maint Officer 3 W2s

« ASE/EW Officer - 1 W2
Aircraft Maint Section:

«Add 6, 67Ts

Current plans are to discuss
these changes at the 1997 AMEC.

* %k &k K Kk Kk Kk

HEROES WANTED!
FORWARD CITATIONS HERE!

Please indulge your diligent
editor on this one. I'd like to high-
light the epic actions of all of our
members, activeand reserve com-
ponent; officer and enlisted; avia-
tors, crew members, and other
intrepid DUSTOFFers; everyone
who's been mentioned in dis-
patches for any valorous action,
whether in peacetime or in war.
So...go to your drawer or file or
closet or wherever you file your
copies of old orders or certificates
and drag out your awards orders
and narratives, make a copy of
each and send them to me, care of
the Association. I'm looking for
all narratives on awards like Sil-
ver Stars, Distinguished Flying
Crosses, Medals of Honor, Distin-
guished Service Crosses, Air
Medals for Valor, Bronze Stars
for Heroism, any other medals
with "V" devices, Soldier's Med-
als, and any other award or
decoration, foreign or American,
that reflected on a member of

the DUSTOFF family.

My intent is to publish at
least excerpts of these citations
toprovide across section of your
deeds, of the kinds of perfor-
mances, professionalism, skill
and bravery that has made
DUSTOFFwhatitis. Iobviously
can't do this without you and I
know it will cause many of you
grievous and painful difficult
in finding your awards, taking
them to the copy shop and pay-
ing probably up toadollar or so
for the copies and the mailing.
That's all right; [ figure you owe
it to your Association. I will, if
you so request, omit your name
on the citation if you're overly
shy or reticent.

So...send your awards cita-
tions today. Remember, we're
looking for valor and skill, not
meritorious performance of du-
ties for a great assignment at
Camp Swampy in the Joint Fit-
ness Center.









INTERNATIONAL DUSTOFF - 63° REMEMBERED

The fighting 63d Medical Detach-
ment (Helicopter Ambulance), long the
cornerstone of aeromedical evacuation
within the European Theater and the
only unit tosporta cigar-puffing OH13
on its unit patch, was written up by
Sergeant J[im Ward in Eur Army maga-
zine in its January 1987 issue —

Thereis anotherside of flying in
combat; one where speedy jets and
maneuverability and dogfights
never enter the conversation — the
helicopter pilot.

Of these daring men who fly
into combat zones with a lot of faith
and even more skill -- not to men-
tion a ton of courage -- perhaps the
most fearless were the Medevac pi-
lots, who flew directly through en-
emy gunfire ofall types, forall prac-
tical purposes unarmed, landing in
a small clearing to pick up the
wounded and then hightailing it
out of there.

Robert Brady, whois now a law-
yer in Washington, PA, became a
Medevac pilot before his nineteenth
birthday. Why did he choose sucha
bold profession? "Truthfully, Ididn't
have an education, so I couldn't fly
in the Navy or the Air Force,” he
says. "It's that simple."

"I started taking flight lessons
when I was fifteen and I wanted to
fly incombat from the first day, so it
was amatter of wherelcould dothat
in the Vietnam era. The only place I
could go was to the Army, and the
only thing I could fly was a helicop-
ter. You see, the big thing that made
a helicopter pilot different then was
that we were much younger.  was
eighteen.”

Brady had never been a heli-
copter in his life, so he took his first
ride in one after he entered flight
school in 1968. At that time it was a
one-year program; the students
went through five or six months of
primary training. They were taught
how to fly the aircraft, and then
they went into advanced tactical, in
which they worked on instrument
flying. For the next six months, they

learned the tactics they would later
use in the jungle battlefields.

Virtually all of the pilots at that
point were ondirect ordersto 'Nam,
so Brady was sent directly from
flight to Vietnam.

The Medevac training was dif-
ferent from the other types of flight
instruction because they didn't do
any type of formation flying or
multi-ship operations. They were
alwaysalone. But the big difference
was that they had to learn
landings...anywhere. If therewasn't
a place to land, they were told to
"make a place.”

Brady survived more thanseven
hundred missions, retrieving three
thousand patients, so the training
must have worked.

"On my third mission,” says
Brady, "things began to happen.
Fast! We were on our way to make
a pickup and I saw a whole line of
‘black pajamas’ in the trees as we
were going in. Hell, 1 had no idea
who they were. [t never occurred to
me for a second that they might be
North Vietnamese.

"Ididn't bother telling anybody
else in the helicopter what I had
seen;ldon't knowwhy, itjustdidn't

" occur to me. But when we came out

of there, they shot the hell out of our
ship. There were bullets flying ev-
erywhere; we wereallcovered with
shrapnel from the sheet metal of the
fuselage where the small arms fire
hit it. That was my indoctrination,
and [ remember coming out of there
thinking this is going toa long year.

"Youwere called a 'cherry’ until
you were hit, so it didn't take me
long to 'lose my cherry,’ " Brady
says, with an elfish grin.

Another thing that differenti-
ated Medevac flying from the rest,
even the other helicopters, was the
conditions in which it was done--
mostly at night or in extremely bad
weather.

"Troops usually adjusted men-
tally to war very quickly,” Brady
explains. "But not helicopter pilots,

at least not in Medevac. The condi-
tionstook care of that; it'sextremely
difficult to adjust to terrible weather
and flying at night with no lights to
guide you. [t was something I never
adjusted to. I was always scared.
Always."

"We were flying five or six feet
offthetopsoftreesin pouring-down
rain, knowing that a mountain may
appear in front of us in any second.
That keeps your mind on what
you're doing."

Finding the destinationat night
wasnot difficult as one might imag-
ine. "Vietnam was so dark; it's not
like flying in the States, where you
see lights every place you look out.
When you flew out of the com-
pounds of 'Nam," Brady says, "it
was absolutely black. We went in
an area were familiar with--the
northernmost portion of 'Nam, right
up next to the DMZ and down
through Danang—and it's a good
thing we knew something about it,
because you couldn't see your hand
in front of your face."

"We got coordinates from the
troops when they called for
Medevac, so we had a general idea
where we were going, but still we
had to pinpoint the location. It usu-
ally was easy. When they heard us
coming, one of the ground troops
took a helmet, turned it upside
down, and held a lighted match
inside it. It was like a beacon. You'd
be surprised how far you could see
it in the total darkness."

"We made our approach into
the match-light, which, of course,
didn't show out to the side. They
did it that way so that if there were
enemy troops around, they couldn't
see it."

But at times they did see it. Dur-
ing his year in the jungle, Brady had
several helicopters shot out from
under him. When that happened he
got an extra day off.

The most dangerous missions

(Continued on page 14)
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THE 63D REMEMBERED...

Continued from page 13

they faced were when there was no place to land, as in the
midst of the jungle. In such cases, they dropped what was
called a "jungle penetrator,” which is ahoist with alittlebullet
chair that drops downthrough thetrees, breaking the branches
as it goes. The troops on the ground strapped the patient on
the bullet chair and he was hoisted up to the helicopter.

"It was extremely dangerous,” Brady pointed out, "be-
cause here we were, hovering up there about a hundred feet
above the ground, not being able to move, so if we started
taking fire, we had to sit there. 1 lost a couple of helicopters
that way. They shot our tail rotor off on one occasion; when
that happens there is no recovery. You have to crash.”

"l guess I was lucky, but I was always able to walk out of
thejungle to freedom. On one flight, I was running low level
down a river stream in Laos, picking up for special forces; of
course, we didn't have troops in Laos at that time," he says in
away that makes it clear he knew otherwise. "But we went in
low and they had antiaircraft set up onbothsides of the river
and they literally blew us out of the air. We spent a few days
out in the woods on that one."

The Medevac has no assault or defensive capability atall,
with the inadequate exception of one M-16 and some side
arms. The best tool they had was their ability to get inand get
out.

"We had several tactical approaches; at times we flew in
as low as we possibly could, hiding behind trees or anything
we could put between us and the enemy. At other times we
came in at three thousand feet so that we were out of small
arms range. The trick then was to get the helicopter to the
ground as quickly as it would fly. We literally dropped it out
of the sky.”

The Medevac helicopters usually flew a thirty- to forty-
minute roundtrip flight, mostly back to field hospitals or
M.A.S.H. units.

"The doctors were truly out in jungle compounds. It
wasn't thebest ofjobs foradoctor,” Brady saysunderstatedly.
"They didn't even have nurses then...or golf courses."

"It wasn't at all like what you see on television."

As for the Vietnam protest so many people take cover in,
Brady has a thought on that, too: "I'll bet if you took a poll of
the helicopter pilots who were there, very few would have
any complaints at all."

ANNOUNCEMENT: The "Roy Anthony Westbrook
Memorial Helipad" rededication will be held at the new
Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) on July 22, 1996.
Ceremonies will begin at 10:00 Hours. Please RSVP to:
DUSTOFF Association.

CW4 Tony Westbrook was a DUSTOFF pilot from 1971 to
1986. He was killed in a training accident July 22, 1989.
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NORTHWEST HOTEL

In the New
"HEART OF SAN ANTONIO"

DISTANCE FROM
Alamo - 9.1 miles - Fiesta Texas - 6.4 miles
Airport - 4.5 miles - Medical Center - 2.5 miles
Sea World - 9.5 miles

DIRECTIONS
From San Antonio Internationat Airport - take Loop 410
Waest 4-1/2 miles to Vance Jackson exit.
From Downtown San Antonio - take |-10 West 7.5 miles
to Callaghan exit, turn right.
From 1-35, take Loop 410 Wast to Vance Jackson exit.
For Reservations, call 1-800-HOLIDAY
Or call direct (210) 377-3900
HOLIDAY INN NORTHWEST
3233 Northwest Loop 410
San Antonlo, TX. 78213

LOST LIFE MEMBERS

Gary Blanchard ........ Springdale, AR

\ABuis Carranza ....... San Antonio, TX

Charles Clark .......... Jacksonville, AL
Eric Diaz ....ccocoeeeivvneeeeeens Noank, CT
Allen Livingston ...... San Antonio, TX
“Forrest Ogle ........... San Antonio, TX
Larry Plunkett ........... South Mills, NC
Bill Scanlin.......... Newport News, VA
Mary Seymour ................... Beloit, WI
~James Toner .......... San Antonio, TX

Dick Zimmerman ..... Cartersville, GA
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| e Moving?
Amiw|5 Tm & Tmueﬁ “I specialize in

Air % Hotels * Tours % Cruises assisting DUSTOFF
members with their

home-buying and
selling requirements.”

Don Conkright, CRS,
GRI, Realtor®

1995 Mudti-Mellions Dollar Producer
E-Mail: doncon@txdirect.net
http:/fwwv. indirect.nel/corp/dan

 REMIX

ASSOCIATES

“We specialize in leisure travel for

active duty/reserve/retired members Direct:(210) 340:3043
of the armed services.” Recipient of the 19%

Distinguished Sales and

Owned/Operated by a DUSTOFF family.
Marketing Executives Awwand

Py

creative chocolates

At creative chocolates we make the most

j delicious custom chocolates available anywhere,
A FULL SERVICE COMPUTERIZED EMBROIDERY COMPANY

In House Custom Digitizing Make your business and personal gift-giving convenient,
unique and affordable.
612 West Commerce Street Prompt Service
Store #7 @ Market Square Free Quotes Everything from custom chocolates with your unit crest or
San Antonio, TX 78207 , patch to cars, planes, and sports equipment to custom
(210y227-2727 FAX (210} 227-0316 Mirta Morones, Qwner designed gift baskets for every occasion!
Open Seven Days a Week 9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.
In the Farmer's Market Building
- 210-824-2462
Your Official Manufacturer of
Dustoff Association Hats and Golf Shirts creative chocolates
999 E. Basse Road, Ste 138
San Antonio, Texas 78209

shipping & local delivery avaiiable

All AMEDD Branch Insignia;MEDCOM and
AMEDD regimental crests are available.

M




"NEW ENTRIES ON THE FLIGHT MANIFEST

Brian D. Almquist* Al Letcher
Eric Anderson Edward L. Lewis
Randali Anderson Richard T. Leymeister
James W. Bauer” : Martin J. Lilly
James Bentz . James E. Longo

Robert S. Boham*
Donald K. Bonds, Jr.
Michael Breiner
Vincent C. Camazza*

~ JimH. Coe*
Michael Condon
Lawrence B. Connell*
Jeffrey S. Couch
W. S. Drennon
Raymond K. Drew
Robert J. Faudree

David J. Lowe
Dwight McCain
Michael C. Mug -~
Milton Padua
Stephan G. Palmer*
David E. Palmquist
David J. Parramore”*
Ron E. Porta
Brian W. Prahl
Rupert J. Rockhill
Charies H. Schulze

Jonathan D. Gibson GharesHSchuize—
Clarance Harfield, Jr. Paul A. Sines
Wade C. Hedinger Rex E. Stamr*
Amy E. Hoffman David A. Stevenson
David L. Horen Stacy F. Swallows
Robert S. Hutcheson Charles K. Tanner
Bobbie C. Jeffers Al R. Unsworth*
Preston J. Klimper Bryan L. Waltz
Charles E. Lee *1_ife Member Roy Zavitz
DUSTOFF ASSOCIATION BULK RATE
P.O. BOX 8091 » WAINRIGHT STATION U
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78208 SAN ANTONIO, TX
PERMIT NO. 864
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