


President’s Message

our 20th Anniversary Reunion. So much has happened

since last February. In the last newsletter 1 reported that
we had already begun planning the reunion and the location
would be the same as it’s been the past couple of years. Well,
scratch that. The renovartions to the Holiday Inn will not be
completed, so we had to find another venue. It’s back to down-
town San Anconio, as many of you had suggested. The Radisson
Hotel Market Square will host the 20th Anniversary gala. Ic’s
a really nice place, and their management, anxious to have our
business, guarantees we will be more than satisfied with the
accommodartions, food and service.

The DUSTOFF Memerial Plaza project is on course. With
any luck at all (and a government contractor who stays on
schedule), the Plaza will be completed in time for us ro dedi-
cate it during the reunion. The helicopter has already been
removed from the pad for safekeeping, and Dan Gower has
been coordinating with the engineers from Ft. Sam and the
contractor. In a few months the pad that is now strangely bare
will be transformed into a beauriful memorial, rhanks o the
generous contributions of DUSTOFF Association members.
We aiso owe our gratitude to MG Jim Peake and COL Frank
Novier for their support of the project. Last, but certainly not
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least, we are indebted to Dan Gower for all the time and effort
he has put into making the memorial a lasting wribute to
DUSTOFE

This year’s winners of the Rescue of the Year and
Crewmember of the Year have been selected and are announced
in this newslecter. My congratulations to those folks, as well as
the others who were nominated. The DUSTOFF legacy lives
on in the skill and bravery of the crews and the dedicacion and
professional excellence of our crewmembers. We appreciate
the efforts of the commanders who nominated their crews and
crewmembers.

February is just around the corner, so make your travel
arrangements and hotel reservations now. We appreciate your
completing and returning the reunion registration form on
page 13 as soon as you can. We hope to see each of you for our
20th Anniversary Reunion.

DUSTOFF!
Herb Coley

20th Almiversary Reunion
— Register Early —

Send in vour form today!
For Registration
Information see page 13
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DUSTOFF Association Announces
1998 Award Winners

by COL Dan Gower, US Army Retired

Fach year the DUSTOFF Association, in partnership with
Sikorsky Aircrafr and Breeze Eastern, recognizes rhe Ourstand-
ing Crewmember of rhe Year and the Ourstanding Rescue of
the Year. Sikorsky Aircraft is the corporate sponsor of the Res-
cue of the Year Award, and Breeze Eastern sponsors the Out-
standing Crewmembher of the Year Award. This year your As-
sociation Executive Council had a tough challenge making
tie selection for these awards. It is casy to see why DUSTOFF
unirs are some of the most respected units in the Army. While
other units must wait for some deployment or hostilities 1o
break out, DUSTOFF crewmembers and units go abour their
wartime missions on a daily basis, risking life and limb to save
life and limb.

This year we are pleased to announce the following win-
ners of the 1998 Rescue of the Year and the 1998 Crewmembher
of the Year. The Rescue of the Year belongs to the crew from
the 54rh Medical Company, Fr. Lewis, Washingron, CW2
Dave Odekirk, CPT Bryan Heartsfield, SGT Benjamin
Plummer, and SGT Terry Eldridge. The Outstanding
Crewmember of the Year is SSG Baldwin Fajardo from the
50th Medical Company, Fr. Camphell, Kenrucky.

All of those nominated for these awards are deserving of
recognition. Even rhough only one in each category will re-
cvive a trophy, all nominees can srand proud knowing they are
anong the best of the best in today’s Army. The presentation
of the awards will be made ar the Saturday Night Banquer
during our Annual Reunion (20 February 1999). Here are
excerpts from the nominations. The full text of the winners

will be featured in the next issue of The DUSTOFFer,

Crewmember of the Year Nominees
(in alphaberical order)

* SSG(P) Michael Bowie, who serves as a Medic and Evac
Platoon Sergeant with the 45th Medical Company. He
is also cited for his work as the Nonrated Crewmember
Flight Standardization Instrucror, being a member of
the SFT Morales Club, and receiving the Fifth Corps
Distinguished Leader Award,

* SS5G Baldwin Fajardo, who serves as a Medic with the
50th Medical Company. He also serves as the Enlisted
Standards NCOIC, He was instrumental in the suc-
cessful completion of the UH-60Q operational tesr. He
is also active in community activitics.

» SGT Jeffery James, who serves as a Medic with the
172nd Medical Company. He has served with distinc-
tion in training orher crewmembers and assisted with
the unit’s transition to an air ambulance company from
another type of aviation unit in the conversion of Na-
tional Guard units.
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* 5GT Joseph Sands, who serves as a Medic with the 54th

Medical Company. He is the unit Enlisted Standard-
ization Instructor and is responsihle for numerous life-
saving missions. He is also cired for his excellent in-
structor durties.

Rescue of the Year Nominees

(in unit numerical order)

W3 Douglas Brown, 1 LT Mark Morris, CW2 Stephen
Clower, CW?2 Wesley Tofte, SGT Chad Sruart, SPC
David Brown, SPC Justin Baudoux, SPC Jason Langlois,
45th Medical Company—Germany, who were called
to evacuate severely injured British Soldiers while in sup-

port of Operation Bright Star in Egype.

CW2 Dave Odekirk, CPT Bryan Heartsfield, SGT Ben-
jamin Plummer, SGT Terry Eldridge—54th Medical
Company, Fort Lewis, Washington, for rhe rescue of
mutlriple drowning victims and rhen proceeding to the
hoist rescue of a fallen hiker in the Cascade Mountains.
The rescue of the hiker was accomplished ar 4000 feet
MSL under NVGs in a small area at the face of a warer-

fall.

W2 Thomas Schultz, CW2 Brian Wilkins, SGT
Timothy Phillips, SPC Brian Blanton—498th Medical
Company, Fr Benning, Georgia, for the rescue and life-
saving rreatment of @ woman who had suffered a severe
heartattack while driving her auromobile. Her indwell-
ing pacemaker with defibrillator was discharging an in-
appropriate electrical current to correct the arrhythmia
she was experiencing.

CVW3 Brian Wilson, CW2 Thomas Shaffer, SSG An-
thony Campos, SPC Xavier Alameda—498th Medical
Company, Ft Benning, Georgia, for the rescue and treat-
ment of a 16-year-old female whose small car crashed

into a jackknifed logging truck. The mission was ac-
complished from the field during an FTX.

CPT Benjamin Blackwell, CW2 Daniel Painter, SSG
Robert Pearce, Jr., SPC James Barnes, SPC James
Wolfe—542nd Medical Company, Korea, for the res-
cue of a soldier within four miles of the DMZ from
rugged terrain after he fell into a ravine, injuring his
spine and suffering head injuries. NVGs were used, as
was the rescue hoist.

2LT Aldrich, CW2 Jones, SGT Williams, $5G
Hudson—57 1st Medical Company, Ft Carson, Colo-
rado, for the rescue and evacuation of the crew of a

downed UH-60L in Leadville, Colorado. The accident
site was in rugged terrain at 12,000 feet MSL, and the
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Financial Statement

SUBJECT: Financial Status—Fiscal Year 199899
SUBMITTED BY: COL Daniel Gower, USA (Ret.)

1. Following are the figures for the DUSTOFF Assaciation for Fiscal Year 1998-99, as of 15 October 1998.

BEGINNING BALANCE
INCOME

Donatiens to Memeorial Fund
Dues

Interest

Sales

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

Newsletter
Operating Expenses
Sales Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

Checkbook Balance
CD

$14,368.49

4,950.00  {$690.00 residual from 1997)
925.00
142.04
421.20
$6,620.24

1,465.86
314.05
622.28

$2,402.19

18,664.04*
11,055.77

*Checkbook balance less Memorial Fund set aside ($5,640,00) = $13,024.04

Mountain Post Tcam MVIP
Reprinted from the Mourtainieer, Fort Carson.,
Colorado. May 29, 1998. Each week this feature
spotlights a soldier, Department of the Army
civilian, retiree. family member or volunieer for

an outstanding act or performance.
57 1st Mcdical Company

This weeks Mountain Post Team MVPs are
Chicf warrant Otficer Crist Beseler, Capt. Joe
Eckert, Sgt, Scott Fosicr and Spe. Steve Holguin
of the 57 1 st Medical Company.

Beseler, Eckert, Foster and Holguin made
up the crew that assisted in the scarch and
rescuc mission of an injured snowboarder near
the 12,000f00t level of Pike's Peak above Glen
Ccove May 3.

The crew dctermined that with the altitude
and the wind, they nceded to burn off fuel to
porform the mission safely. Several attempts
were made to extricate the patient, while keep-
ing the safcty of the mission in mind. After drop-
ping off equipment and burming off fuel, mis-
sion weight was aftained and the paticnt was
successiully cxtricated.

"The medical crew did an excemplary job of
paticnt care.” said Nancy G. Thormton, {light
nurse, Flight for Lifc. “Your cntirc aviation and
medical crew performed with the utmaost safciy,
confidence and professionalism. [ applaud their
judgmerit.”
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How to Contribute Articles
to The DUSTOFFer

The DUSTOFFer would like to publish your
article. If you have a recollection of a particular
DUSTOFF or MAST mission, please share it
with our members. [f your unit has been involved
in an outstanding rescue mission or worthwhile
program, please submit your essay about it to 7%e
DUSTOFFer. Send photographs with your
article or attach them electronically to your
e-mail.

Send typed, double-spaced hard copy to the
address below or e-mail your article to Dustoff
23@aol.com.

Please send your contributions to:

The DUSTOFFer
I O. Box 8091
San Antonio, TX 78208
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DUSTOFF Reunion Golfers
Take Notice

Don Conkright invites all interested golfers to join him for a Saturday
afternoon round of golf (after the business meeting) at the Hyatt Hill Coun-
try Resort. The special greens fee rate is $60 (regularly $100). Call Don ASAP
if you'd like to join him: (210) 521-1723. Prizes for this mini-tournament will
be awarded.

This tournament does not replace the Chuck Mateer Golf Classic. To sign up
for the Chuck Mateer Golf Classic, see Registration Form on page 13.

I A R S NN EENERERENNNERERENNNEENNENENNEENENNENEENNENESEENESEENNERESEERENNNENRNRRNEHNZSEHNSNH;SH}N ]

The DUSTOFF Store

Item Price Size Quantity Total
Ball cap — Maroon $10 $
Ball cap — White $10 $
Golf shirt — Maroon $20 $

(sm, med, lg, x1, xxl}

T-shirt — Maroon $13 - $
(sm, med, lg, x1)

To mail shirts and caps, add $5 per order $

DUSTOFF Directory $3 $

DUSTOFF Coin $5 %

Koozie $2 $

Pocketknife %4 $

To mail coins, koozies, knives and directories, $
add $3 per order

TOTAL ORDER $
Send check or money order, payable to DUSTOFF Assn., to:
DUSTOFF Association
P. 0. Box 8091
Sun Antonio, TX 78208 Visit DUESNTOFE on-line ai

Wity fhenet/dustoff

(Please allow 46 weeks for delivery.)
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20th Annual DUSTOFF Association Reunion
February 19-21 — Registration Form

Member’s name Spouse’s name

Home address

Milicary address e-mail address

Favorite DUSTOFF Unit/Year

Dues: Torars
New Member Dues $15 + $10 initial fee $
Annual Dues $15 $
Past Dues (Cartch up) $15 per year owed as back dues $
Life Member Dues $100 (one-time payment) $

REUNION REGISTRATION:
Member/Spouse $15/person __ persons $
Non-member/Guest $20/person ___ petsons $
20th Anniversary Reunion t-shire $10 ____shirs $

Number eachsize: _ small __ medium large X-larpge _ XX-large

HoTerL RESERVATIONS:
Call Radisson Hotel Market Square at (210) 224-7155 or {800) 333-333 to reserve your room at $75.00/night.
Please mention you are with the Dusroff Reunion.

Cruck MATEER GoLF CLaASSIC:

Fr. Sam Houston Club Member $18/person persons $
Non-member Military $25/person persons
Non-member Civilian $31/person persons $

Fripay NiGHT:

Fiesta DUSTOFF Mexican Buffer $20/person __ persons
Srouses’ LuNCHEON: $16/person —___ persons
SaTurpay Nicut REUNION:

London Broil $24/person ____ persons

Chicken Marsala $22/person ____ persons
DUSTOFF Store:

Ball cap — White or Maroon (choice)  $10 caps b

Maroon Golf Shirc $20 ____ shirs g

Number each size: small medium large X-large  __ Xlarge

* Add $35 per order postage for caps and shirts

DUSTOFF Coin %5 ______coins 3

Koozie $2 _ koozies $

Pocketknife $4 knives 3

* Add $3 per order postage for coins, koozies, knives.
I Check here if you want to pick up your DUSTOFF Store items at the reunion during registration.
* Please allow 4—6 weeks per order for mail-order delivery.

ToTtaL REuniOoN CHARGES: 5

Registration deadline is February 10, 1999, Please send registration form and check to:
DUSTOFF Association, P.O. Box 8091, Wainwright Station, San Antonio, TX 78208.
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DUSTOFF Association

P. O. Box 8091 BULK RATE
S. GE
San Antonio, TX 78208 us {’)E\)ISJA

PERMIT NO. 3017
SAN ANTONIO, TX

Address correction requested
Forwarding and return postage guaranteed

r—-_—-_—--------_——-_------—_——-----_-1

San Antonio, TX 78208

1 DUSTOFF Association I
: Membership Application/Change of Address :
I )want to join the Association as a Member $10 Initial fee l
I $15 Annual fee I
: $25 Total :
I _ 1wantto join the Association as a Life Member $100 One-time fee |
i I
I - Check here if change of address |
! |
] Rank Last name First name M.1. |
I Mailing address |
I E-mail Spouse’s name i
I Home phone Work phone-DSN 1
| ' |
I Send check or money order, payable DUSTOFF Association I
| to DUSTOFF Association, to: P. O. Box 8091 i
I I
L 4



