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President's Message 
Tt's Ihatlimeof),earagain, time fora letLer rrom the "New 
lDUSrOFF President," Gnetln&s. fellow DUSTOFFers. 
fint, a special thaob to Ernie Sylvestcrfor his leadership 
and service to the DUSTOFF Association during the put 
two yem, IIlld cOI'Iil'Btulations to our Executive Council for 
the planning and execution of yet another outstanding re­
union. Plans for the 2006 reunion are already underway. 
with some interesting chanae5 that I hope everyone likes. 

Our soldiers continue to fight the Global War on Terror­
ism and deploy at an ever-increasing rate. The DUS10fJ-' 
heroes supporting thc3e great Americans are still on a suc­
cessful glidepath. and as a Nation at War, we owe a special 
debt of i"Btitude to these brave Americans, many of whom 
liTe serving the second and third tours of duty in Iraq and 
Afilwristan. The DUSTOFf Units like the 57ch, 571", 54'h, 
236"', 50", and 498'" are completing Of currently serving 
their second tour, and along with the 507'". 82"d. 68:10, 159'l', 
45"', 1022"", and the l' S9'" hive closed the flight plan on 
their fiT!t toUT!. 

DUSTOFF Association 
Executive Council 

PraIdm.: 
GanyAtkins ......... presid~otI.org 

Eucutfve Dtnxlor: '" 
Dan Gower .......•.... ed@duItofIorg 

EJ:eattive AM ...... to Praidc.t: 
Mike ToemUs ....•••. mlDeonis@aolcom 

Vice Praldc.t: 

"""" .... ~ ......... vicepreaw .... @dllstottllrJ 

TreaIlU'el": 
DanGowcr .. ..... . .. tmIIIn'er@dlBtottOlJ 

So<mo>y. 
~ Sit ........... _acuetaty@dUltofEorg 

1IiItoria.: 
Patrick ZaIk ........ _ hiltari:u@duIIoff.ora 

............... ", ............ _- lid..mny.mil 

DUSTOFFn .EdMor1 
Jim thIICOtl"'~"'HJtrua5@ao1.eom 

Web SiIe: http:/'-.duatoff.Ol'I 
RtmakI. Huether ..... roo@hueYPoductio •• uxlm 

DUSTOFFn byou.t" daIp 
SWiIUI Gowa- .. ... ~.~ 

PrintiDC 
Ink, Spot. Ink. Printing • Publishing 

PAGI: 2 

I 

I 

The DUSTOFF Association has been mindful orils Db­
liption to reco&nize our MEDEVAC crews returnini: from 
Iraq. A salute to the many DUSTOFFers whose donations 
have made it possible to purchase DUSTOFF Association 
coins. and the benevolence of Dan Gower, Charles Kelly 
Jr., JeffMankoff, and Ernie Sylvester, who traveled to Fans 
Bragg. Hood, and Riley. ensuriI"l&each rerumingcrew mem­
ber received one of these coins as II token of our lepey to 
the Dt;STOFF mission. 

Our foCUll for this yeor is to ensure we add new members 
to our ranks, develop the scholarship funds for future 
DUSTOFFers, lind recoiJlize the past and current achieve­
ments mllde in support of the DUSTOFF mission. I hope to 
see e8(:h lind eVeT)' one of you in SlIn Antonio during the 
2006 reunion. Until then, keep your rotor in the erecn . 

DUSTOFF! 
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When Minutes Count 
by SP un CUller. reprinted from AllgusrlSepiember 2004 Anny Aviation. 

SaVing!ives isjust anotherpart of mil i­
tal')' dll)'. But for most soldiers, the 

nuocsaod faccscome fiun fura'A-lIY lands, 
in places no one has heard of and will 
probably never see (Of themselves. 

For a select few. however, the lives 
hanging in the balance are neighbors, 
friends, and coworkers. T~ wodr: is chal­
~ngin& but the soldiets of the 68" Medi· 
cal Company wouldn't have it any other 
w>oy. 

"Our mission is to provide 24-hour, 
urger-. medical response for the soldiers 
and cilifJcns ofthc Sra~ of Hawaii," mid 
Major Shannon Beckett, C011llUilndCt of 
Ihe Mit. 

Cat wrecks, surfing mishaps, missing 
hil;ers, even the occasional emant para­
sailist-thc crews that deliver Hawaii's 
injured to 58 ret)' have seen it all. The only 
common dencmimux- is tha1 in every cax immediate evacu­
ation is crucial to saving lives. 

"The mechanism of injl.l')' am the condition orille pa­
Lientaresomeofthe biggesl factors," said SGTBcn Walker, 
a flight medic withthc axnpan),. adding Chal head ard neck 
injuries are among the roost conunonly s«n injuries thai 
require tqentauention. 

The proJT1llll started about 30 years ago. Since then the 
people of Hawaii have become a link: less shocked to tee 
an Anny t1clicoptcr landing 10 rescue them. But sometimes 
a few misconceptiOtU still pop~. 

'" want to make sure everyone know.l that the service 
doesn't cost the Pltiml anything." said CPT Mary Miner, 
operations officer for the company. "You don'l even have 
to bcanAnxrican.lfyouareon!he island and get hurt. we 
will take care of YOLL It isn't mmelhlng thai. the patient­
civilian or military- will have 10 pay for." 

The no-cost service has racl;rd ~ an impressive 59 mil· 
lion in savings for Hawaii and rescued more than 7,000 pa. 
limts in its lO-year history, said MiUer, That entire lime, a 
comp\elt fligtt crew has been ready and waiting. should 
the need arise, 10 fly anywhere am brin& the patients 10 
safety, 

It isn', always easy caring for the .... "OUIlded. 
"'You're coming 10 help someone at ~t's probably their 

worst momcnt," said Becketl "But the overridin& factor is 
that you know you're there to help them, It's what we're 
trained for and it's very mr.wding." 

That training includes drills, exercises, and time in a 
simulator ....... mock cockpit mounted on pistons that can 
shimmy and shake just like a real helicopter. PiIoU can prac.­
lice flying ..... ith a near-perfect replication. of the aerial expo-­
rience, but without the hazards. MUlersaid it pays off daily, 
since this air ambullV'lCe ~il is One of the most active in 

today's Ann)" conducting more missions than any other. 
\\'alker said professionalism is what drives him 10 thw 

comfOJ1 out of the wreckage and 10 stand ready to do it all 
O\'er again the next day. 

And they do, day in and day out These days, the JIll· 
dim oflhe unit are also doina it short-handed, since about 
halfofthe Mil is deployed IOMghaniscan.. 

"We're real proud ofour missions in Afghanistan." said 
Beckett. "We-re conducting 2417 Mode-¥ac cps in support 
of Operatioo Enduring Freedom. 'Those guys have flown 
more than 180 missions in three months. Our air crews and 
medics arc: proving their menJe, and their performance ha! 
been exemplary." • 

VOTE '" VOTE '" VOTE '" VOTE 
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Lessons Learned from Crewmembers 
From ''The Guys in the Back. " bits of wisdom not found in those 

fancy-schmancy olficer schoolhouses 

Once you are in 11 fight, it is way too late to wonder if it was a good idea 
It is a fact that tail rotor; are instinctively drawn toward trees, stumps, roc~ and similar objects. \lihUe it may 
be pOS.'lible to ward off this natural event some of the lime, it cannot, despite the best efforts of the crew, 
always be prevented. It'sjust what they do 
The engine RPM and the rotor RPM must BOTH be !rept in the green. Failure to heed this commandment can 
affect the morale oflhe crew. 
Letters from home are not always geMI 
The madness of war can extract 11 heavy toll. Please have exact change 
Decisions made by someone oYer your head will seldom be in your best interest. 
The terms "protective rumor" and "helicopter" are mutually exclusive. 
(fbeing good and Iu.:ky are not enough, there is always payback 
"Chicken plates" are not something you order in a restaurant 
The 8.S.R. (Bang, Stare. Read) Theol)' states that the louder the sudden bang III the helicopter. the quicker 
your eyes will be drawn to the gauges. 
The longer you stare at the gauges. the Ie$!! time it takes them to move from red to green 
No matter what you do. the bullet with your name on it will get you. So too can the ones addressed '10 whom 
it may concern." 

VIETNAM REVISITED 

BY DUSTOFFER 
DUSTOFFer Bud Bowen dropped a note after 

visiting Vietnam in lale 2004, several years 
after his first trip as a helicopter pilot 

Vietnam is not anything like "''hat you would ex­
pecl h's so modem and progressive and they have very 
nice new hotels. I prefer the Radisson Riverside in 
Saigon, witba pool on the roof with a fantastic view of 
the Mekong River. One block from the Mekong. on 
what was TU Do Street, is a new Sheraton. and the street 
is now lined with boutique shops. 11lere are great fares 
on Orbitz with several different airlines. Food is very 
reasonable and ",underfuL with many places to choose 
from. This was my second trip, and I did not see any­
thing that would remind youofthe American presence. 
The Palace is now a unification museum with pictures 
of NVA victories. lbe shopping is great. and there is 
also a Centrallntemational Tourist Market not far from 
the town plam. I stopped and chatted with one of the 
people at one of the shops, and he infonned me that 
his son is a Captain in the USAF. Of course. Japanese 
tourists are everyWhere. and there are tour buses that 
go from the South all the way to the North up Route I 
Taxis are plentiful and very reasonable. credit cards 
are readily accepted, and money can be changed at the 
hotel. In Dalat. I had 10 keep reminding myself that I 
was in Vietnam. as the city L~ so European with a lake 
in the city center surrounded by large hills. It is still a 
totally unique and fascinating place. and everyone is 
very friendly and helpful. 
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From Jay's Diary 

Original DUSTOFFer Jay McGowan penned 
the fol/owing entry.' in his diary on 

Tuesday, 1 J May J 965' 

The Lord wa'i with me. Up at 5:30 to go on lift 
coverage. On the way out., heard that Song Be. one of 
the places we were to get troops from. was still under 
violent attack. Paul (Bloomquist) and Jim (Truscott) 
went out at 2 a.m. am fmally got in on third try at 9 
a.m. We tried at that time but were low on flX"L so 
went to Hon QUan. after aimostgoing in for A I E pilot 
tSaber 6 beat us to it). Rerumed and picked up CPT 
Jarrett for escort and went in for rest of patients­
hairy because douds were low. VC had the compound 
surrounded and owned the town, ani Mike was ner­
vous. Got in without drnwiog much fire. Then as we 
sat down., some rounds went overhead (.50 cal., I 
think), and on the way out. we were literally in a stream 
ofbuHets---and not one hit us---why is something only 
God can answer. The rest of the long day was antidi­
mactic-thankfuHy. Final toll of Americans: tiveKIA 
and II WIA. Now they are under attack again. and 
they lifted three battalions ofARVNs in to relieve the 
pressure. The bastards m-e getting very daring and bold. 
If they keep up the same pressure they have shown in 
the past four days, things ",ill be gelting very hot in 
III Corps Area, RVN. Must get ARVNs back on the 
offensive, so they can regain the advantage 

The DL"STOFFer 



Medical Command Mercury 
Features the 68TH 

Articles in the November and December 2004 
issues of the Mercury focused on the 68';', not 

always just lounging on the beach 

Alaska 
The 68'" Medical Company (Air Ambulance) rescued a 

hunter mauled by a grizzly bearabout 50 mlleseast of Healy. 
Alaska, in August. Jim Johnson suffered II ptUlCtured lung, 
neck wound, and a broken leg during the attack, then caUed 
for help on a cell phone. The crew had to search a wooded 
area, through smoke from II forest fire, to find the hunter. 
Then CWJ Troy Dabney kept watch for the bear, while SGT 
Jeff Turner and CPL Mark Glenar treated Johnson and pre­
pared him for evacuation to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital. 

• 

Kangaroo DUSTOFF 
Still Hopping 

The Sikorsky Lifeline reported this snippet about 
the famous 8~ Medical Company 

Black HawkMedevac helicopters from the U.S. Anny's 
Medical Company lAir Ambulance) carried more than 700 
patients during Operation Iraqi Freedom from February 16 
to May 14,2004. 

During its deployment, the unit flew approximately 1,050 
combat hours during 200 missions in UH-60A aircraft. 

The 82"" proviJed 24-hour medical coverage for three 
divisions and millions of Iraqi civilians. Its 12 crews cov­
ered all of southern Iraq from Talil to Tikrit, according to 
data provided to the Sikorsky Wmged-S rescue award pro­

gram. The 82"" is based at Fort Riley, Kansas .• 

Operation Winter Freeze (OWF) 
Anny Aviation, 31 January J005, noted 

DUSTOFF"s contribution to Homeland Defense 
of our northern borders in this extract 

AnnyGuard aeromedical evacuation soldiers, members 
of the 86'" Medical Company (Air Ambulance) from South 
Burlington, Vermont, and Westfield, Massachusetts, are 
standing by with UH-60 helicopters, ready to search for and 
rescue other OWF aviators or people working ground de­
tails, should misfortune come their way. 

"We're able to fly day or night in any configurations we 
need in order to get people out in case of trouble," said I L T 
Jesse Remney. II MEDEVAC leader. That Wlit gained a lot 
of experience during a full year of peacekeeping duly in 

Bosnia, which ended last March, Remney said .• 

The Gates of Heaven 
It was late at night as the Pope, who had just departed 

this world, was approaching the gates of heaven. There was 
no one around, but just prior to the gates was a sma!! shack 
with a ligh! on. The Pope ~ped into the shack and startled 
a young man half-asleep Sitting at a small steel grey desk. 

"Excuse me,~ said the Pope, "I'm supposed to check in 
here with St Peter, but there is no one at the gale." 

"Yeah, yeah," said the young man, 'where are your Of­

ders?" 
"I don't have an)' orders," said the Pope. 
"Well, it's too late to check in tonight anyhow," said the 

young man. "Just go around to the back of this building, 
fmd a rack, am dump your gear in a locker. St. Peter will be 
here in the morning and you can check in then." 

The Pope grabbed his stuJfand walk.ed atoWld the build­
ing, only to fmd a WWII style open bay ban-acks. TIll: racks 
were stacked three high, and the only open one was all the 
way at the end of the building, and it was on the top. He 
dragged his stutfto the end oflhe building, but there was no 
locker for him. He took a deep breath, thought about it for a 
minute, and decided this was just one fll1lll test. He crawled 
up into his rack and fell asleep 

Suddenly he was awakened by the loud commotion out­
side the barracks.As he walk.edoUlSide, he saw ahuge crowd 
of angels cheering and clapping, as a gold convertible lim­
OllSine approached. As it drew nearer, the Pope saw a guy in 
a flight suit and leather flight jacket in the back seat with a 
beautiful angel on each ann, a beer in his hand, and he was 
smoking one of the biggest cigars the Pope had ever seen. 

The Pope turned to the young man who checked him in 
and asked, "'Who is that guy?" 

"A heiicoprer pilot," the young man replied. 
The Pope said, "I don'! get it. I worked hard all my life 

to do God's work on earth. As a young man, I studied hard 
at the seminary. As a priest, 1 labored hard to tend my flock 
and provide guidance when they 5trayed. I struggled as a 
bishop to serve the church, and as Pope, 1 was able to attract 
more followers to the faith. Yet, when I reached heaven, SI. 
Peterwasn'(here to greet me. I had to carry my own bags. I 
gol stuckin the top rack of an open bay barracks, and I don't 
even have a locker for my bags!" 

The young man looked at the Pope and said, "'Look, we 
ge! a pope every 20--]0 years, but: this is the only helicopter 

pilot who has ever made it!" • 
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Fort Campbell Troops Work to Save Lives in Iraq 

From The American Forces Press Scnice, /In article by SGT Miclta#!l Carden. VSA. 

Camp Taji, Iraq, March 2005-

"Nevtt lose a soldier. No one dies 

on your bird," This is the motto of the 

50'" Medical Company (Air Ambu­
lance) oflhe 101~ Airborne Division, 

deployed from Fort Campbell, Ken­

tuck) 
Almost c"'ery day since its arrival 

here in }."ovember 2004, the company 

has been challenged to live by that 
motto. 

'''When we get that Medevac call, 

things are pretty chaotic." said Sam 

Simons, II crew chief. '"Dealing with 

casualties is never easy. You just do 

Vihat you've got to do to help the medic 

save lives:' 
The company spent a year in Mosul, 

during its flfst deployment to Iraq. The 

company's members were home for 

only nine months before deploying 

again. They have nown more than 
},\OO combalhours in 12 Black Hawk 

helicopters. 
The flight crews have executed 

more than 60Q medicalevacuationmis­

sions, transporting more than 800 ca_ 

sualties to combat support hospitals 

fifty percent of their missions have 

Nominate Your Hero for the 
DL!STOYY Hall of Fame 

DUSTOFFers, don't let our 

lep.c)' iO untold. The Hall of 

Fame honan those who exhib­

ited our ethics and standards in 

their actions and their contribu­

tions to DllSTOFF. Do your 

homework. Find out about that 

man orwoman who made & dif­
ference in your career by his or 

her inspiration. Research your 
hero and nominate thm. Dead­

line is May I. Details are on the 

d\l.Stoff.org homcpagc. CllcII: on 
the Hall of fame tab Ilt the left 

of the openin& page for infor­

mation. It's OUR Han of Fame; 

let's make it complete. 
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dealt with roadside landing on hasty 

landing zones, according to the com­

pany commander. Major William 

Howard 
t:nil members agree that no two 

Adapting to differ· 
ent battlefield envi· 
ronments is some­
thing the crews do 
daily. Sometimes 
they're called for a 
second mission before 
they've finished a cur­
rent miss1on, 

missions are ever the same for the two 

pilots, crew chief, and flight medic who 

make up the medical evacuation (.-rew. 

Ever)' time they receive a call, the pos­

sibilities and scenarios of what is in 

store are endless. They OIn't afford to 

be unprepared or not proficient, said 

Staff Sergeant Thomas Hams, a flight 
medic. 

"Every mission is different." Har­

ris said. "The call could be a mass ca­

sllalty because of an insurgent attack, 

Or simply to pick up an appendicitis or 

hernia patient from his base .:amp's 

troop medical clinic. We could take flre 

when we land We might have to make 

a roadside landing in a city or land in 

an open field You've got to learn to 

adapt pretty quickly:' 

Adapting to different battlefield 

environments is something the crews 

do daily. Sometimes they're called for 

a second mission before they've flll­

ished a current mission. They often 

have to react to several different situa­

tions in a single day. 
"Some days we can sit arotmd all 

day and not get called," Harris said. 

"Qlher days IE-Ds limprovised explO­

sive devices) and RPGs trocket-pro­

pelled grenades) could be going offaU 

da~' long. Some days. we'll get three 

missions in II row and end up flying for 

three hours straight evacuating troops." 

Simons said ~ 's heen flying with a 
Medevac crew for only about a month 

or so. During that time, he's flOV.11 more 

than 50 hours evacuating casualties and 
patients. 

Once the crew is on the ground, the 

medic's sole concern is the patients. 

The crew chiefs responsibility is to 

make sure the medic can stay focuse.d 

v.ithout worrying about incoming fire. 

The crew chief is the medic's security 

effort. ~He's my bodyguard. He's my 

eyes on the perimeter." Harris said of 

his crew chief, Simons. 

'"The medic can't worry about 

things like se<.-urity," Simons said. "He 

has the health of the patient to WOrT), 

about.~ 

After casualties are loaded onto the 

helicopter, the medic begins treating 

patients for secondary injuries, such as 

minor shrapnel or small-anus fire 

wolmds. 
But sometimethe injuries are far too 

severe tor the medic to treat in the air 

Sometimes the casualties don 't make it 

at aI!, Hams said. 
"Saving a life is the greatest feeling 

in the world," Harris said. "But a lot of 

guys aren't going 10 make it You have 

to be able to deal with that. I go home 

v.ith a lot of bad memories of the faces 

of guys who died and didn't make it." 

1be pressures and stress of being on 

a Medevac crew may be more than most 

people can handle, but the medics, crew 

chiefs, and pilots of the 50'" Medevac 

Company are well-trained, experi­

enced. and always prepared to save the 

life ofa fellow soldier, Simons said. 

"This job isn't for everyone," Har­

ris said "You're dealing with casual­

ties and blood. You've gO! to be able to 

work through that. If you let it get to 

you. you're not going to be any good 

to yourself or the patiem." • 



\rm~, :\'I\~ \\lIrk IIl~l'Itll'r III Fulfill :\"\\ \H.llF\ \C "jssjllll 

From Va" Joy, our branch CO~.fponde1U In Lower Alabama, comes thiJ 1 j January 2005 
Anny Flier aTtic/e, pel'lMd by 11. ,.;& JoNuoIl. 

A nn>, aviation joined forces with 
the Navy last week to determine 

training and eqwpme1'l1 needs fOf an ,,,. 
panded mission of medical. encuatioa 
ror c\I1'm1l Navy combal search and 
rescue crews. 

An MH-60S Kniahthawk and an 
IIII~II Jayhawk, Navy equIV1l1mts of 
the UH-60 BlKkbawk. flew into c:::.ims 
Army AlrJleld, S JIJ'lUU)'.lOlnitlate this 
lfOund.breaking project. Personnel 
ftom IheAnny, Navy, and civilian corps 
of contrICtOn Ust5$td the airframes 
and bepn identil'yiDa !he path Ihud 
to accomplish this venture In support 
of Operation iraqi Freedom. 

"We are in the pr0Jrlm', firsl 
JtIitS-S)'Stem Inttgratlon and train­
in& plannin&," said Navy Commander 
Kevin Quinn, systems engineer direc­
tor .t the Naval Air Systems Commmd 
for Navy H.60 aircTlft. "The pror;ram 
will be ,"res,ive to meet • given 
schedule. ~"eYeI', we areofftolilUt 
stan and have ckfined our .i~ con­
fi&uration and peJ"l()[IlleI pieces. For 
here, we will intearate, test, produce. 
train. and deploy the lircr.ft and sail-
on." 

Because the two helicopter teries 
Vf Wnilubutdiltinc1: fromAnnyUH. 

60s, civililll1 contJ'aCtOI'S, andAnny en­
aineers must develop 'Y'tml! that fit 
the Navy modeh. Specifically, • re-

"We are truly break· 
ing new ground on work· 
ing jointly in support of 
all personnel who con· 
tl nue to go In harm 's 
way," said lacovetta. 

qulrement to transport four stable or 
aitical ~r pltiems and transport am­
bullltory patients will be mL1 by both 
airfi-lmes, &cQOTdin& to Quinn. 

lbe HH-60H aircratt will have: • 
four-litter capacky with en I'OtIttI caN 
Cllpability and • communicQon pro­
pm UpJl'de planned as an earlier 
improvement efron. These Improve­
mmlS will be added to the curmu Q­

pabilities of the aircr.ft, includina I 
520·nautical·mile renae. aircraft SW'­

v{vability s~=ms, and armored seat­
inl and floorma-

lbe MH-60S, in addition to addlna 
• sh-litter capabiltty and medical sup­
port equipmem, will inteame allaaft 

swvivability 5y5temS and~ fuel 
syslem to incruse ranae to SOO nauti· 
cal mila. 

The tninina of penonnd is abo 
inl811'110 this projecl. 

"ThcAnny Medlcal Departmenti, 
providina a.ssirtance in an individull 
and colJectlve mlU1M'l' for Navy penon­
nd to assume the Army MEDEVAC 
mission," said LTC Glenn IlCO\'eUa, 
U.S. Anny Avi.tion Center Medical 
Evacuation Proponmcy Director. ""0 
briTlf thIs project. the Ann)' Medical 
R.esetrch Latxmtory, School of Avia­
lion Medicine, and my office IAI .... ork­
iDa toeether to facilitate support forme 
NavylO betmncd to W1lme1Ol'l'le level 
of Operltion Iraqi Freedom's 
MJ::ll~VAC million." 

"We 11'11 tnlly braklng new iJOImd 
en wor\inajointly in $uppon of all per­
sonnel who tontin~ to ao in harm's 
WIY," said lacovettL 

lbe schedule specifics are clusi· 
fled, but ac:c:on:Iini to both Quinn II\d 
iacovetta, the commitment is to fidd 
the project within this calendar year. • 

141:" __ VUS101' '''' 
ItIkb, r,... JdJ dwlbd III tIw 
_~~UIIIb «m. 

I1f1" A!'/QIf"" c:0fII{M71f'II'~ N.dieIII 
Dfto.:UIIN c:-,-MIlI.sotp!. 

tlll-. /96J. lllitolta of 
~'-'-"'(l~ 
~~ 
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Reunion 2006 
February 10-12 

llotiday Inn Iliverwalk 

New format fot' ReInon 
20061 

Friday night: Unit ReunIon NIght 
We need ·Unit Champions- to of'9Cl1li1c 

and pr omote · Un it R.eun ions : so. 

DUSTOFFers can get together and tell 

war stories with the comrode.s with whom 

they served. 

Saturday aftemoon: Award ccr­
crnoni&s at the AME[)[) Muswn for Hall 

o.f Fame. Crcwm£mber of the Yeer, and 

Rescue of the YeN. 

Saturday night: Banquet 
EntcrtaiNMllt and dancing. No spuehu 

and no awards. 

Let us know if you'd like to. be Q ·Unit 

Treasurer's Repon 
As of 30 April 200S 

r.'ET INCOME(LOSS) 

SJUll ." 
SJO.929 93 

12.501.98 

Sri <A A/rImCII. M,bl:ary Bini;. Cbel:k"" 
p~ Sh~ AoxOWll!'FCE 
MOIIIe1MuttlSa.."..,. 

~J Va/w 0IS1 ..... ~ .. Hand 
Mem<JI101 FWId b .. ...... 
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111.646.60 
SIIl.1lS-lII 
$9,0S6.09 

S23~I .OO 

$ 2.'·61.09 

MEDEVAC 
.A poem wrillen by SP6 Hllrlh Cool 

B Co, S- Medical Bn. 15'" Infantry 
Division In JIletnam, J 965, and donated by 

Df.ann.t Carroll, wift a/famous 
DUSTOFF .... Bill C"",,,I. 

The bravest men I've ever known 
Are the men of the OUSTOFF <:1"eW. 

They ri sk their lives from day lei day. 
For men liJr,::e me and you. 

CPT Hopkins i5 one of these brave men, 
And!W is fNery man of his crew. 
When he is needed. he's on the way, 
And he answCfS \0 kDUSTOFF 22 ~ 

When thecaU comes in (or Medevx, 
They're seldom ever late. 
For another man and his brave crew, 
Is CPT Tuller on DUSTOFF 28, 

I have great respect for all these men. 
I admire the job that mey do, 
They risk their lives in an unarmed ship. 
With only an M 16 or two, 

CPT Carrol l is another courageous mAn. 
And so is his crew you sec, 
He' ll corne \0 the rescue of wounded men, 
And he answm \0 kDUSTOFF 23.-

The everyday lire of the DUSTOFF crew, 
b very seldom a bore. 
CPT Mills willagrce ",ith me on that , 
For he's the pi lot of DUSTOFF 24. 

SO, mm. remember when you're on me line, 
FiJhtina "Charlie" with grid and despair. 
When you need Medevac for a wounded friend. 
DUSTOFF wiD always be there. 

I've tried to relay my feeling, friend. 
I've tried to give you rome faith , too. 
Just put your U"ust in these great men, 
The men of oW" DUSTOFF crew, 



Chopper Crews Ferry U.S. Troops to Safety 
Ken Dilanian. KnighJ Ridder Nev.'s Service, contributed the following article in the 24 January 1005 

San Antonio Express-News, about a Texas DUSTOFFer in Iraq. 

Taji Army Airfield, lraq---C'PT Joel 
Neuenschwander was jusl power­

ing do'Ml his Black Hawk helicopter 
after a routine transport flight when the 
call came, the one he often waits for 
hours each shift to hear. 

"Medevac, medevae, medevac." 
The words are spoken sharply through 
the crackle ofa walkie-talkie that each 
crewmember carries around headquar­
ters of this sprawling base north of 
Baghdad. 

Neuenschwander, of Bandera, be­
gan rurming to the radio room. while 
!he other three crewmembers sprinred 
back out to the aircraft. It is his job to 
get the exact location. the seriousness 
afthe injuries, how dangerous the area 
might be. 

The call was marked "urgwt." A 
VS. soldier had been wounded by a 
roadside bomb about 15 miles north of 
Baghdad. 

The pilot in charge, CPT Scott 
Brown, prepared the helicopter for 
flight. The crew chief, SGT Douglas 
Study, quickly hooked up a headset and 
microphone for a reporkr flying along 
T~ medic. SSG Thomas Harris, re­
checked his equipment. 

fhree minutes after the request 
came in, the Black Hawk-·-call sign 
DUSTOFF 41. a stuffed Tasmanian 
Devil wedged in its front windshield­
soared forward and upward into the 
<kyo 

More than 10,OOOU.s. troops have 
been wounded in the Iraq War. More 
than 90 percentofthose who have been 
hurt in battle survived, according to a 
Harvard University stlkty.--up from 76 
percent in Vietnam and 70 percent in 
World War II. 

That is due in no small measure to 
the men and women who make up the 
medical evacuation helicopter units. 
They aim to fly to the scene. pick up 
the wounded, and rush them to a com­
bst support hospital within 30 minutes 
Each Black Hawk can cany as many 
as six litters and a seventh patient in a 
seat. 

They're among the only helicopter 
crews in Iraq whose job is to land in 

potentially hostile areas outside of the 
fortified bases that most U.s. troops 
never leave. They're armed with only 
M4 rifles and handguns. 

In January one Medevac helicopter, 
emblazoned with bright red hospital 
crosse!>, crashed while evading ground 

"One day we fly 
wounded Americans; 
the next day we fly 
the guys who try to 
kill them. And we 
give them all the 
same medical care." 

fire, killing all nine service members 
aboard. Countless others have been 
shot a!. 

Knight Ridder spent four days with 
the 50'" Medical Company, which cov­
ers greater Baghdad from Taji Base. 
The 50" is part of the 101" A irOOrTlf: 
Division, which was involved in the 
Iraq invasion WId later occupied the 
northern town ofMosul. Most members 
oflbe company are on their second Iraq 
tour. They expect it won't be their last. 

NeuenschwanJer, 29, has missed 
most of the short life of his 19-month­
old daughter. 

Here, in a small building near the 
helicopter pad, two crews of four idle 
away their days and nights ..... !itching 
DVDs, surfmg the Internet, and doing 

paperwork, while they wait for a call 
that wi11 send them flying low and fast 
over cities and countryside. They work 
12-hour shifts. alternating days and 
nights, with one day off every 10 days 

The ~first-up" crew takes urgent 
missions, and the "second up" crew 
takes what are called "priority" mis· 
sions. anything from transporting blood 
to picking up a soldier with food poi. 
soning. When one crew goes to lunch, 
the other takes whatever call comes in. 

Almost every day or night, WId typi· 
cally more than once, a call comes. In 
a recent week, Neuenschwander's crew 
flew more than a do~ missions. AI· 
tOOugll they don't usua11y retrieve bod· 
ies, they helped pick up seven National 
Guard soldiers killed 7 January wilen 
their Bradley hit a gianl bomb in the 
road. They did it to spare their com· 
rades the gruesome work, said com· 
pany commander Major William 
H.oward of Shinglehouse, Pennsylva-

The next morning they took an 
American soldier whose appendix may 
have burst to the hospital. Minutes af· 
ter returning from that flight, they re­
sponded to the scene of a crash in which 
a car full of Iraqi civilians collided with 
a Bradley ftghting vehicle, badly injur· 
ing five Iraqis. 

··One day we fly wounded Ameri· 
cans: the next day we fly the guys 
who try to kil! them, ~ Harris said, 
"and we give them all the samemedi· 
cal care." • 

What's New at http://dustoff.org 
Many facets of military hardware draw in collectors, but one of the most 
avid groups of collectors is the miHtary patCh coIJector. The DUSTOFF 
Association Web site has over 200 air ambulance lmit pitches in its col­
lection, and the collection grows almost weekly. There are many vlmage 
patches from the early days of DUST OFF and many newCl patches from 
the air ambulance unit, carry:i11l on our proud tradition today. Stop by the 
DUSTOFF Association Web site at <http://dustoff.org>,andclickonthe 
Patch Search link in the left navij.ation bar. lbe full DUSTOPf Associa· 
tion online patch collection is in a sean:hable database that allows one to 
look for somethiIij: specific or see all the patches. 
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Anny Aviation Focuses on DUSTOFF 
The JR Febrnw'Y J005 Army Aviation contained the following excerpts about various DUSrOFF units 

Combat Openltions in Afghanistan 
and Iraq ---The 68" MedIcal 

E\'8cuation Company (Air Ambu­
lance), an HH-60L MEDEVAC lUlit 
from Hawai~ is a good example aCthe 
benefits of having one area of respon­
sibility aviation headquarters. They 
were under the command and control 
of JTF Wings for day-to-day opera­
tions, and as required proviJed task­
organized assets in support of ground 
battalion combat teams (BCTs). The 
MEDEVAC crews gained such inher­
ent mission execution multipliers as 
operational situational awareness, 
three-dimensional threat information, 
attach helicopter security, and aviation 
risk approval and hllDlch authority .• 

A rmy Aviation Support to 
SOUTIlCOM - Not your Typical 

Organizatioo-Stationed at Solo Cano 
Air Base in Honduras, the I ~ Battalion, 
228'" Aviation Regiment, has been re­
shaped by Army Transformation and 
Task Force Aviation implementation. 
Attached to the 1-228'" Aviation is the 
U.S. Army Air Ambulance Detach­
ment-Honduras (USAAAD), a medical 
evacuation detachment with four I-fi--I.-
601. Black Hawks. 

TheArmy AviationAiriSea Rescue 
Award is presented to the 68'" Medical 
Company (Air Ambulance" \\!heeler 
Army Airfield, Hawaii. Goodrich Hoist 
and \\1nch sponsocs this award, which 
is presented to a crew who has per-

fOrmed arescue using a personnel hoISt. 
The crew of DUSTOFF 56 performed 
a life-saving mission in a hostile area 
near the Pakistan border in northeast­
ern Afghanistan. Three Marines, se­
verely wounded by Taliban forces, 
needed evacuation from steep moun­
tainous terrain. The six-hour mission 
involved multiple trips to the pickup 
site and several hoist operations at over 
5,000 feet in elevation, performing un­
der day, night, and night vision goggle 
conditions. Major David M. Spero ac­
cepted the award on behalf of his unit 
and crew members, including SSG 
David Hernandez, SSG Robert 
Rameriz, CW2 Jayson Rayburn, and 
ISG Louis Gholston .• 

Father and Son at War 
The November 7003 issue of Soldiers maga=ine focused on some historic DUSTOFFers 

M ichael Novosel andhis son, Mike 
Jr., muse over Vietnam like old 

war buddies at a reunion 
"We were alwuys being shot at. We 

expected it,~ Mike Jr. said of the res­
cue missions they new together. 

America didn't ask Mike Jr. to fol­
low his father into war. He went will­
ingly to flight school and later to Viet_ 
nam, where he volunteered as a 
DUSTOFF pilot for the 82"" Medical 
Detachment. 

The senior Novosel was the 82""'s 
medical evacuation instructor pilot, a 
seasoned trainer who'd coached pilots 
to fly in the line of fire, He welcomed 
his son into the unit with more pride 
than fear of the dangers ahead. 

"I wasn't overly concerned about 
the risk Mi~ was taking. I V.llS confi­
dent in my ability to teach him the 
proper way of doing the work and sur­
viving," Novosel said 

But in March 1970,M~ Jr.'s UH_I 
helicopter was shot down. His dad 
heard the "'mayday" caU from 15 min­
utes away. With assurance from the air­
craft commanderthat his soo's crew had 
survived the crash and found shelter, 
Novosel completed his oym mission 
belore flying to their aid. 

TIle younger Novosel returned the 
fa\-or seven days lalt!'r when his father 
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was shot down. Just 19 at the time, 
\'like Jr. flew to his father's rescue. 

"Saving one another was no big 
deal," Novosel said. "Saving lives was 
what we did." 

The 82"" Medical Detaclunent had 
12 pilots and six aircraft. The aviators 
didn't dream of reaping rewards, 
Novosel Sr. said. "None of us cared 

"None of us cared 
about getting medals. 
We were too fatigued 
to think about recog­
nition." 

about getting medals. We were too fa­
tigued to think about recognition" 

Public praise came to the elder 
Novosel after the war in 1971, when 
he was presented the Medal of Honor 
for his actions in Kien Tuong Province. 
Novosel new his Huey into a hail of 
enemy fire to save the Lives of 29 sol­
diers on 2 October 1969. The wounded 
men-without weapons or radios­
avoided direct fire by crouching low in 
elephant grass as Novosel hovered his 
aircraft close enough that crew mem­
ber.; could reach down and pull them 

.booN. 
"They were badly wounded,' 

Novosel said. "One man's intestines 
were coming out. another had lost a 
hand, and another had been shot 
through the mouth." 

The riskyv0C8tion ofa DUSTOFF 
pilot may have seemed like a death 
wish But itwasajobofnecessity.And 
perhaps one oftrumbleness. 

'When I bok back and realize that 
I flew 2,543 missions----each one dedi­
cated to saving lives------I wonder what 
was more: important about that one oc­
casion than aU ofttle others," Novosel 
said ''There were times whm I'd saved 
50 to 60 lives at a time. But this day I 
savedonly 29, Only 29----that clues you 
in on the thought process that goes 
along with doing this kind of work. " 

Mike Jr. was still in training when 
his dad completed the mission that 
branded him a hero. 

Throughout the war, Mike Jr. 
trusted that the techniques his father 
taught would keep him a\ive--tricks 
like flipping the tail of the aircraft in 
the direction of fIre so bullets would 
have to travel through the body of the 
aircraft before entering the crew com­
par1ment. 

(Father. contilUUd on pag~ 11.) 

The DL'STOFF.r 



(rattJer,colflinlud/rompage 16.) 

"When weactUBlly tlew together, I 
didn't doubt for a second that the out· 
come would be good. I abo had a lot of 
faith in the aircraft oommanden he put 
me with beawscthey'd al l 'beenthc:re 
and done that. , .. Mike Jr. said. 

1bc Novosels are now retirul ~'8I' 
rant offllCCl'S. Mike Jr. NIlS the Flight 
line Caft just outside of Eglin Air 
Force BIl5C, Florida. The ca fe's "'ails 
pay tribute to his dad and to aviation 
histmy through photograph\ and arti· 

""'-
Mike Sr. divides his time between 

homes in Florida and enterprlx:, Ala· 
bama. His military adventures were 
published in 1999 in DUSTOFF: Th~ 
MeMoirJ if an Army Ay/ator. 

1beir combat days are over, but fa· 
ther and llOIl rcmirWce about a past that 
makes lhcm comrades as w~1J as kin.. 

~When two illYs from Vietnam 
meet. !hey caU it a reuniOl'L But Dad 
and I have that eve!)' day," Mike: Jr. 
said. "My dad is an old friend from the 
"''ar, an old combat buddy. How many 
fathers and sons share that7" • 

A CWlO<l" dr __ 1IlI fI{ "Mi"u~. -
rPdufd ,,, 1965 P I~ 

"Or-'li...:.l DUSTOFr ,.,." Mtdical 
lkflJdww", (Htlic.., A",b"'a...:~) 
bytJte~~ -s.r.-.CQII)'O'I.-

C4r1'DO""" "dID" CMiU 

Military Medicine to Win Hearts and Minds 
Aid to Civilians in the Vietnam War 

By Robert J. Wi/endy 
Order loll free from Texas Tech University Press - 800.832 4042 

American Soldien have provided 
medical aid to civilians in many 

wan, and no less in the Vietnam War, 
where Chc:re were more !han forty mil­
lion contacts between U.S. medical 
pc:rsmncl an:! vietnamese c ivili llllS. 

Robert J. Wilensky, using data de.­
rived from extensive archival re­
search, as well as his personal expe­
rience in Vietnam, shows how medi­
cal aid Ul Vietnamese civilians. at fltSt 
based limply on good will, became 
policy. 

The oripl Medical Qvic Actioo 
Program (MEDCAP), by ~'hich unit 
medical teams treated civilians in 
their area, soon expanded to OIher 
acronymically«signatcd programs: 
The Military Provincill Hospital 
(later Health) Assistance Program 
(MILPHAP), the Civilian War Casu­
alI}' Program (CWCP), and the Pr0-
vincial Health Assistance Prognm 
(PHAP). 
~rt 1. Wilensky, a Mtralion 

medical officer in Vietnam In 1967-
68, is a surgeon who 11&0 holds a 

Ph.D. in history. He is 011 the sWT 
of the Historical Section of the Of­
fice of the Surgeon General of tl\(: 
Ann)" teaches at GeorgeMasm IfJd 
American Universit)', Ind has an 
appointment at the Uni rormed 
Services University of Health 
Sciences . • 

1i1117~1C«f "'~'" 6toriu IIJ IN lIICoq1fJ ItU ~.(II/ 
liiio tJ.. lJUSIon'llaJl r.rf~---
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FLATIRON Moves to the Aviation Training Brigade 
Arikka Johnwn, a Living Editor for the Army Flier, published al Fort Rucker, Alabama, 

reported on this historical event in the 28 October 2004 edition 

To honor the coming together oftwo 
vital military organizations, the 

U.S. Army Aeromedical Center Air 
Ambulance Detachment, FLATIRO:-J, 
and the Aviation Training Brigade held 
a realignment ceremony 20 October at 
the LT.s. Ann)" Aviation Musewn. The 
ceremony began with a tributt: to FLAT­
IRON and its vital mission. 

FLATlROl' has f1owl1 more than 
2,000 MAST missions. saving the lives 
of more than 1,900 residents of the lo­
cal connnunity, FLATIRON also flew 
more than 500 missions in support of 
the insta!lationand the U.S. Anny Avia­
tionCenter. FLATIRON's mission is to 
provide the highest. quality crash res­
cue and aeromedical evacuation sup­
port to USAAVNC, USAAMC, the 
Southeast lRlCARE Regional Medi­
cal Command, and the local Wiregrass 
community, and has done so since 
1957. 

On 15 April 2004, FLATIRON, a 
subordinate Wlit oftlle USAAMC, was 
reassigned to and became part of the 
Aviation Training Brigade, effective I 
October. COL Susan Denny, Com­
mander oflJSAA.\1C, took the podium 
to address the realignment 

"It is an in<;:redible honor to be a part 
oftoday's realignment ceremony. It is 
with mixed emotions that I bid good­
bye to FLATIRON, which has been 
with us for more than half a century. 

"Today we find ourselves in the 
midst of great change. We are anAnny 
ofs.easoned combat veterans who have 
learned the lessons born on the fields 
of battles and have become hetter, 
stronger, and more efficient. As the 
Army changes, I think for the better, 
aM with the complex realities of mod­
em warfare in Iraq and Afghanistan, we 
can no longer fly Out medical evacua­
tion pilots into combat without intelli­
gence, gunship support, flte support, 
andcriticaJ maintenance functions," she 
said. 

"The Aviation Training Brigade and 
its brave soldiers will now work more 
closely with our MEDE VAC pilots un­
der this realignment," said Denny. "But 
before we move on.. I'd like to make 
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one more comment about FLATIRON 
members. They've always been at the 
ready, around the clock, standing by in 
case of any emergency at a moment's 
notice. Forthe past 40 years, they ha ... e 

They've responded 
to aviation accidents, 
hard landings, floods, 
fires, medical emergen­
des, and countless mo­
tor vehicle accidents 
around the region. 
They've saved count­
less lives .... 

never failed to perform. They've re­
sponded to aviation accidents, hard 
landings, flooJs, flIes, medical emer­
gencies, and countless motor vehicle 
accidents around the region. lbey've 
saved countless lives, and their profe~­
sionalism is always evident," she said. 

"Major Co\accio, you have been an 
exceptional leader before and through­
out this change. I appreciate your skill 
and guidance, as you set your lUlit up 
for success during this transition. Fi­
nally, I personally want to thank all the 
MEDEVAC conunanders, pilots, crew 
chiefs, medics, and firefighters fortheir 
tireless commitment to FLATIRON," 
Denny ~d. 

COL Stephen Simmons, Com­
mander of the Aviation Training Bri­
gade, then took the podiwn. 

"It is important we acknowledge 
this [lISt step in the evolution of the 
Army Aviation Warfighting Center and 
the Aviation Training Brigade. This 
evolution will allow us to adapt and re­
spond to demand of the transfonnation 
of the Army at war and bring out our 
greatest strengths," he said. 

"To meet these challenges and pos­
sibilities, we have gone through 
changes over the past two years and will 
continue to see changes into the futllIe. 
Moving FLATIROI' to th.e A ... iation 
Training Brigllde i" a logical ~tep that 

Fort Rucker, TRADOC, and 
MEDCOM take to improve our flex­
ibility as a force," said Simmons. 

"FLATIRON has an outstanding 
history of providing medical support to 
theATB and have successfully accom­
plished their missions. The realigrunent 
will formalize the relationship between 
these two entities," he said. 

"AlB provides the structure, the re­
sources, the expertise that are necessary 
to perfonn critical command and con­
trol functions. Ultimately, the unity in 
command resulting from this realign­
ment ~ill enhan:e FLATIRON's train­
ing programs, its standardization, aOO 
the ability to accomplish its mission as 
a fully synchronized part of the com­
mand intent," Simmon-; said. 

The name FLATIRON evolved 
from the demanding requirement of 
having one rescue aircraft in the air the 
entire time USAAVNC students were 
flying. When one aircraft would land 
to refuel, another would immediately 
launch. This term refers to flat irons 
\Bed by early settlers ~en ironing their 
clothing. One iron would be in the fire 
while the oth.er was in use .• 

A male pilot is a 
confused soul who 
talks about women 

when he's flying and 
about flying when 
he's with a woman. 

The D[;STOFFer 



VITERANS' DAY TRIBUTE TO VIETNAM HEUCOPTER PILOTS 
Du'STOFFcr Boyd JJynne contributed this essay, tr=mittedfrom the 

Task Force, J85'~ Aviation in the Sunni Triangle. on Veteran s Da}; 2004. 

On Veteran's Day, we will honoral! 
those service members and their 

families who have served and sacrifICed 
before us. We deeply respect and ad­
mire the dedication and selfless service 
of all combat veterans. 

Task Force 185*' Aviation would 
100: to dedicate our success here in Iraq 
to the Vietnam helicopter pilots and 
crews who developed the basics of our 
modem day Anny Aviation doctrine. 
Thanks to our predecessors, we have 
the most modem, high-tech aircraft, we 
have tried and true tactics, techniques. 
and procedures, and we have the proven 
skills to accomplish our mission. When 
we arrived in Iraq, we were more than 
prepared for the challenge. 

In contrast, the helicopter pilots of 
Vietnam were young men who went 
from high school to flight school and 
then straight to Vietnam. The average 
age of a helicopter pilot in Vietnam was 
the early 20s, and the con.:ept ofheJi­
copters in combat was a novelty 
lbirty-five years later. the average age 
of 1F 18511> pilots is ]4, aoo the aver­
age flight experience is almost ],000 
hours. Despite their inexperience, Viet­
nam-era pilots were fearless and inno­
vative as they adapled and developed 
ways to utilize the helicopter in com-

"" The 185m is mostly a National 
Guard and Reserve Task Force. While 
most Vietnam Veterans have long been 
retired, 10% of our pilots are Vietnam 
"old-timers" in their mid-50s. Over the 
yean, these veterans, along with many 
others, have been our mentors and role: 
models as we trained and prepared for 
combat. 

The enemv in Vietnam were more 
ferocious, s~er, and dedicated.. Iraqi 
insurgents are cowards, picking on the 
innocenl or using hit-and-nm tactics to 
avoid a fight. The Viet Congmay have 
used hit-and-run tactics, but they were 
deliberate in their proseculion of the 
war. When in a situation they couldn'l 
back out of, they fought fiercely. 

Shoulder-fired., man-portable anli­
aircraft missiles appeared at the end of 
the Vietnam War, so ~ aviators did not 
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have to contend with them for long. ing rarely slander soldiers when they 
What they learned about these new, protest the war. This may be due in part 
small, heat-seeking missiles was criti- to 9111, but it is also because our 113-
cal to our ladies today. The greatest lion remembers the nature orlbe 1960s 
threat to our aircraft in Iraq is encoun- war protesters and their actions toward 
teringnew versions oflhis man portable rewming Vietnam vets. Such conduct 
anti-airl-TIlft missile. is no longer acceptable in mainstream 

Despite their inex­
perience, Vietnam­
era pilots were fear­
less and innovative as 
they adapted and 
developed ways to 
utilize the helicopter 
in combat, 

One to the enemy threat and dense 
airspace use here in Iraq, detailed and 
time-consuming mission plwming is a 
way of life. Fortunately, we have ~ 
computers, software:, and Intemet-gen­
crated airspace coordination means to 
create computer-generated maps and 
mission data for each flight. We also 
have GPS navigation systems, long­
range radios, and complete flight instru­
ments. For prok:ction, we fly only in 
pairs here, while in Vietnam, many 
times they flew single-ship with mini­
mal pre-planning time using only a map 
and a compass. 

Today in iraq, safety is paramount 
to everything we do. We even say our 
biggest enemy is ourselves in the fonn 
of an accident. We are required to con­
duct thorough risk analysis and track 
our duty time to pre\-'ent flight fatigue. 
In contrast, Vietnam Vets developed 
safety procedures only after frequent 
accidents or shoot--dovros. In Iraq, we 
also enjoy the tactical advantage offly­
ing "'blacked-out" at night.. with night 
vision goggles that were nO( invented 
back then 

But perhaps the greatest difference 
between Iraq and Vietnam is the sup­
port at home. Today we enjoy wide­
spread support on the home front. Even 
those who can't see why we are fight-

American sIX:iety. lbis quote by Viet­
nam Veteran Ronnie Wells makes it 
clear: "When comparing Vietnam to 
Iraq. there were a few things that were 
painfuL First, we went as indj"iduais. 
not as units. We came and went at dU­
ferenttimcs. We often left in the middle 
of the night, coming home to a town 
that may or may not have known you 
even left. Wewere cursed, called 'baby­
killers,' andcompJetelydisrespected for 
many years. You, however, arc: seen as 
heroes and should receive tIE accolades 
you deserve." 

We in TaskForce !85"havea!ot \0 

thank the aviators ofVietnam for, from 
~ir pioneering tactics in Air Mobile: 
Warfare, 10 the way they proved what 
was needed in the way of future aircraft. 
The burdens they bore both at war and 
at home have made our success in Iraq 
po~ible .• 
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Musings of all Old Helicopter Pilot 
SP4 Jessica Carter reported about reserve air ambulances now at lhe ready on 

Simmons Arm,v Airfield in Ihe Fort Bragg Paraglide, May 2003 

I n times of need. the Army calls on people in the Imit get .some .medi~,111 is eq.uipped to accomplish the mission 
its reserve COWlterparts to continue trammg and some aVIatIon trammg. efficIently. 

the mission m garrison for deployed ac- Even though aviators are essential "It is a Medevac-configured air-
tive duty units. to the mission's succes.'i, the MI- fo- crall," Harmon said. "We can can")' 

The 641" Medical Evacuation Bat- cuses on medical trealingand transport- three litter patients or four ambulatory 
talion, a National Guard unit from ing soldiers. patienl~. a crew chief, and tlight medic 
McNary Airfield in Salem, Oregon, has "It's all about the medical aspect The aircraft has a rescue hoist, so we 
taken over for the 56'" Medical Battal- are able to do extractions on the hoist 
ion by taking on their mission at 
SunmonsAnny Airfield while they are 
deployed 

'"We've just been here a couple of 
weeks. The 56'" just departed, and so 
we are backfilling for them," LTC 
David A. Greenwood. 641" battalion 
commander said. "We do the same 
thing they do." 

Filling the 56'" Medical Battalion's 
shoes can be a difficult ta .. k to accom­
plish with fewer personnel and equip­
ment shortages 

"Ourprimary mission while we are 
here is to nm the medical evacuation 
missions for Fort Bragg, Fort Stewart, 
Fort Campbell, Fort Knox, Eglin Air 
Force Base, and Ranger Camp at 
Dahlonega.. Georgia.," Greenwood said. 
"So, at all these various installations, 
we have pieces out there, with helicop­
ters. and they are on 24-hour standby 
in case there is some sort of training 
accident" 

"One of the M I" Medical 
Battalion's companies. 812 ... · Medical 
Company, from Esler Field,Alexandria, 
Louisiana, replaced three companies 
here with one-third the aircraft and one­
ninth the personnel," said SSSG 
Michael R. Gray Jr., 812'" crew chief. 

However, this hasn't hampered their 
performance, skill, or capability. 
--SlIlce we've been adivated in Janu­
ary, we've flov.'I1 1,270 hours and ap­
proximately 30 missions." said SSG 
Matthew S. Harmon, 812'"t1ightmedic. 

Due to the nature of their mission, 
the 641 ~ maintains qualified pilots. as 
well as medl,,-'!l technicians. 

--This type of unit normally will 
hll\e air ambu!dnce units. which are the 
helicopters that provide Me<ievllc sup­
port for the VariOllS installations, and 
we also have grolmd amhulance com­
pames," GreenwooJ said. "All the 

Contrary to the 
"weekend warrior" 
stereotype, the 64pt 
remained technically 
proficient at all 
times and were ready 
for the last-minute 
activation. 

The helicopter is just 8 conveyan.::e to 
get the patients to the hospital. and that 
is where we fit in," Greenwood said. 
"We have folks who are experts on air­
craft maintenance, safety, tacticill op­
erations ... just to provide assistance 
to units." 

The flight crew consists of two pi­
lots, one crew chief. and one flight 
medic; however, they function as a team 
to accomplish their objective. 

",Everyone's job is centered around 
getting a patient from Point A to POm! 
B in the fastest time possible; not nec­
essarily treating him, but getting him 
stabilized packaged, and brought to a 
place of higher critical care than what 
we ClUJ provide," Gmy said. "We are 
no more important than anyone else. 
We are four people, but we act as one 
crew." 

Flight medics are trained to stabi­
lize a patient, and a crew chief aids the 
medic and tends to the needs of the air­
craft. 

"We train with the medics, but we 
aren't qualified medics; we can assist 
in various ways," Gray said. "Our task 
is primarily in the event that the aircraft 
has amalfunclioll, we can diagn06e the 
malfunction and repair it lIS need be." 

Each helicopter, UH-l or UH-6OQ. 

from altitudes and area~ where we can't 
land a helicopter." 

Because these ambulances move 
above ground, the pilots are essential 
and remain trained and ready for flight 
at a moment's notice, along with their 
other three crew members. 

Contrary to the "weekend warrior" 
stereotype, the 641 ~ remained techni­
cally proficient at all times and were 
ready for the last-minute activation. 

'"We were notified and then ex­
pected to be here four days later, There 
was no time to train," Greenwood said. 
"\Vhen we got here, we were a fulty­
trained unit We are ready to go." 

Even though the 641- is a part-time 
unit, many of its soldiers' civilianjobs 
parallel their mililJll'y occupational spe­
cialty to funher enhance their skill 
level. 

'"Almost all our medics are para­
medics at fire departments," Green­
wood said. "AndlamapiJot forAmeri­
can Airlines." 

Some of the soldiers feel more pre­
pared becall'le they do this job every 
day. "We can proVide a higher level of 
care than most military medics., beca.use 
of our civilian credentials," Harmon 
said. 

Greenwood feels his unit is now an 
essential part of the Active Anny. "In 
theory. according to the 'Army of One,' 
once you get to an installation, there 
should be few differences," Greenwood 
said. "That is what we try to do----come 
here am TnIIintain the standard.". 

Officer Career Management Problems Peculiar 
to Aviators in the Army Medical Service 

Penned by then-Captain Byron P Howlett Jr., Ihis article in the u.s. Anny, Europe, 
Medical Bulletin. August 1962," . points oUl difficulties in maintaining flight proficiency 
and also proficiency in administration; further recommending an increase in Ihe helicopter 

lift available to medical units in the combal area' 

History or MSC Avialion 

Tn order to present the career man­
Lgement problems peculiar to our 
aviators, it is necessary to go into a brief 
history ofMSC Aviation. 

Early in the Korean War, it was de­
cided that the helicopter would afford 
an effective means of frontline evacua­
tion. Several helicopter detaclunents 
were formed, and aviators from vari­
ous branches of the service performed 
the first evacuation of casualties by he­
licopter. Many of these aviators later 
transferred bronches and became part 
of our Corps. Also, many aviators from 
the U.S. Air Force, !'-IaV)', and Marine 
Corps transferred into the MSC Avia­
tion Program. 

In 1952 the Surgeon General 
opened an active campaign to recruit 
officers within the Medical Service 
Corps for its aviation program. Young 
MSC officers, as well as experien:ed 
captains. were prompted to enter this 
program, which appeared to oifer un­
limited opportunities for those who 
entered the program "on the ground 
floor." The MSCs who volunteered for 
the programs were sent through heli­
copter school at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
and then to one of our helicopter de­
tachments. Gradually, by the end of 
1954, all ourmedical helicopter detach­
ments were filled with either transfers 
from other services or MSC officers 
who had applied for the program. 

This is a very brief synopsis of the 
evolution of our MSC Aviation Pro­
grnm. 

Army Aviation Officer 
Career Program Today 

AR 600-10-" (Anny Aviation Of­
ficer Career Program) is supposedly the 
bible on the aviation career program 
and applies to all aviation officers on 
extended active duty. 

It is stated in this AR that, prior to 
acceptance for initial aviation training, 
an officer should complete two years 

SPRlNGlSU>.8.{f.R 2005 

of branch material troop duty. After an 
officer becomes an a ... ·iator, he should 
serve in a Category I or 11 aviation duty 
assigrunent for a minimum of three 
years inunediately following gradua-

We must not allow 
our aviators to develop 
into true specialists by 
receiving continuous 
aSSignments in aviation 
and thereby failing to 
remain qualified in our 
basic branch. 

tion from initial flight training courses. 
Afterthis, aviation officers in the grade 
of captain and field grade should nor­
mallv receive career branch duty as­
si~ents (Category III) of not more 
than three years in each grade to main­
tain their branch proficiency. 

After this, a .... iation assignments 
should be programmed to offer a vari­
ety of assignments at all echelons. As­
signments and attendance at aviation 
courses should be made to develop 
aviation flying ~11; knowledge ofavia­
tion operations, maintenance, and 
equipment; and aviation command and 
staff experience 

Commensurate with his assignment 
and the more encompassing responsi­
hilities of his grade, the aviator must 
acqurre knowledge of the technical and 
tactical aspects of aviation and of its 
proper employment as an integrated 
element of the Army. Additionally, the 
aviator is expected to maintain progres­
sive development in the activities of his 
career bran-:h, This is the key to our 
aviation program. We are MSC offic­
ers first and pilots secondly. 

ATIllY Aviation is decentralized into 
branch elements, so it can better serve 
the commander. Centralization ofavia­
tion into a separate branch (Aviation 
Branch) would take US back to the old 
Army Air Corps of World War II. Our 

senior commanders don't want this 
They prefer aviation being an integral 
part of the various branches. Aviation 
is a specialty, and the military special­
ist who is of greatest value to theAnny 
is one primarily qualified in his basic 
b!"8tX:h and secondarily qualified in one 
of the specialist career fields, such as 
aviation 

We must not allow our aviators to 
develop into true specialists by receiv­
ing continuous assignments inaviation 
and thereby failing 10 remain qualified 
in our basi~ branch. Otherwise, we will 
have a group of "throttle jockeys," or 
officers with limited potential as future 
senior commanders and staff officers. 

To facilitate the identification of the 
relationship of aviation background 
requirement for anaviator assignment, 
four categories of a~signments are es­
tablished in theAR: 

Aviationofficers will be retained on 
flying status while serving in the fol­
lowing three categories uf assignments' 

Category I Positions in which the 
primary dut)" is pilot, or is the direct 
command of aircraft in a unit below 
battalion level. Example, assigrunent to 
one of our helicopter detachmentS, pla­
toons, or companies. 

Category II Command and staff 
positions where flying is a prerequisite 
skill but not ~quired as the primary 
duty. Example, prefix 6 type positions. 

Category III. Career development 
assignments necessary to improve the 
aviator's qualifications as an Army of­
ficer, provided such assignments do oot 
exceed two consecutive years duration. 
This is the category for maintaining 
branch proficiency and attending ser­
vice schools (Advanced Course, 
C&GS, etc.). 

Aviators assigned to primary duties 
other than those just discussed will be 
placed in Category IV and will be in­
definitely suspended from flying stanIS 
for the period of such duties. If sitch 
duties extend for more than three years, 

(Aviator, COMIUUd rm pag~ /6.) 
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(Aviator, continued/rompagt 15.) 

the individual will be eliminated from 
theAnny Aviation program. 

Career Management 
Problems Peculiar 
to MSC Avialors 

Up to this point, we have discussed 
in very genernl tenns the evolution of 
the MSC Flight Program and the Avia­
tion Officer Career Program, as out­
linerlinAR600-105. Now I will briefly 
discuss what I feel to be the major ca­
reer management problems peculiar to 
our aviators. 

The frrst and foremost problem is 
the maintenance of this dual proficiency 
in the branch career field and in the 
aviation career field 

Picture, if you will, a yOlmg officer 
standing before a tall structure. At the 
summit of this structure stands his goal 
or objective, which is the attainment of 
senior commander Of senior staff officer 
status in the service ofllis country. On 
his right hand is a career progression 
ladder in his ground duty career field, 
and on his left hand is a career progreso 
sion ladder in the aviation career field. 

The individual should start by 
spending his first two years climbing 
the branch career ladder, This two-year 
period should be spent building a solid 
foundation in the Medical Service 
Corps. 

He then applies for aviation train­
ing, graduates from the helicopter pro­
gram, and crosses over and begins to 
climb the aviation career ladder. He 
should spend a minimum of three years 
in one of our aviation units building a 
solid foundation in medical aviation 

Upon completion of this three-year 
tour, he is ready to cross over to his 
basic ground career field ladder and 
serve a two-year tour of grOlll1d duty. 

Upon completion ofrus Categmy III 
grotUld duty tour, he is ready for an­
other Category I or Category II avia­
tion assignment, 50 he again crosses 
over to the aviation career progression 
career ladder 

This crisscrossing between the two 
career progression fields continues 
throughout the remainder of the 
aviator's career, The key to the success­
ful development of the individual both 
as an MSC officer and as an aviator. 
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lies in the close mtlnilOrship ofhis as­
signments and the p1annlng of the ca­
reer progression ladders, so the indi­
vidual receives progressively broader 
career development assignments each 
time he crosses from one career pro-­
gram ladder to the other. 

People exercising assignment juris­
diction and career planning, from the 

The first and fore­
most problem is the 
maintenance of this 
dual proficiency in the 
branch career field and 
in the aviation career 
field. 

top people in Washington to the lowest 
Wlit commander and personnel officer, 
must see to it that the aviator moves to 
a higher nmg on the ladder each time 
he crosses over. The aviator will spend 
only approximately 40%, of his time in 
his grOlmd duty career field. Conse­
quently, he must be assigned to posi­
tions that allow him to learn the most 
about his ground career field in the lim­
ited time available. 

He is expected to know as much 
about his ground career field as his 
brother MSC, but .... 'e know that unless 
he is an exceptional person, he cannot 
possibly learn as much when he spends 
only 40'l;' of his time in the field, com­
pared to his brother's 100%. However, 
I do hope that both people are of equal 
value to our Corps and to theAnny; the 
aviator because he carries additional 
skills and qualifications, and his brother 
MSC because ofhis greater experience 
and background in the ground career 
field. 

A second problem area, which is 
actually part of the one j ust discussed, 
is the developmenl of an aviation ca­
reer progression pattern and adhering 
to it. We do not have such a pattern 
published as yet, although a draft has 
been prepared. This is a step in the right 
direction_ We have far too many avia­
tors who are becoming stagnated in the 
same old jobs at the detachment and 
platoon level. We must clearl}, defme 
and chart aviation career patterns and 
start people progressing up the ladder. 

A third problem, related to building 

a SC(;ond career progression pattern. is 
that we allow our MSC aviation pro­
gram to stagnate. WhileAnny Aviation 
as a whole is growing by leaps and 
bounds because of the increased em­
phasis on mobility and fll'epower, our 
own program is trending toward the 
rather limited role oftrontline evacua­
tion only. This mission, of necessity, 
limits us to a small aircraft with a low 
silhouette that can operate out of un­
improved areas. 

If we are going to provide effective 
medical service, we must develop the 
capability of moving our mobile surgi­
cal and evacuation hospitals by air. This 
requires the addition oflarger helicop­
ters forour Corps, the addition of more 
medical helicopter companies, and the 
development of a medical helicopter 
battalion operating under the Corps and 
Army Surgeons, respectively. In addi­
tion to transporting our hospitals in time 
ofneed, these units would provide lat­
eral and rean-vard evacuation of pa­
tients, resupply of critically needed 
medical items, and second-echelon 
aviation maintenance for our platoons. 

MSC Aviation must have this capa. 
bility. We cannot depend on the Trans­
portation Corps. At the very time we 
neerla hospital moved, patients evacu­
ated, or critical supplies delivered, the 
tactical commander needs ammunition, 
supplies, and replacements, and he will 
get fIrst priority. The only way we can 
be assured of dependable service is for 
the surgeon to have his own integral 
aircraft. Ibis is commensurate with the 
current philosophy of Anny Aviation. 

The surgeon has the responsibility 
for providing effective medical service, 
and he must be provided the lools with 
which to accomplish his mission. The 
required tools include an increased lift 
capability for our medical aviation 
units, so we can make our surgical aw 
evacuation hospitals air mobile, pro­
vide lateral and rearward evacuation of 
patients, and transport critically re­
quired medical supplies. 

The only way we will ever achieve 
this capability is through concentrated 
effort and a good sales program. We 
need some high-ranking advocates of 
medical a,"'iation who wiU ·'toot our 
hom" and who will toot it loud and 
long. Otherwise, we face possible ex­
tinction or re1eg'<ltion to the limited role 

(Aviator, cominued on p~ 17.) 
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