
If You're Not in Love With a Soldier 
If you're not in love with a Soldier, 

you can't know adventure. You don't 
know smel1y gray PT lUliforms that 
require: daily washing. You can't un­
derstand green and brown camou­
flaged bags flooding your bedroom 
fl~. 

If you're not in love with a Soldier, 
you can'l understand. the meaning of 
the phrase: "going to the field" and the 
weeks you spend away from each 
other. 

If you're: not in [ave: with a Soldier, 
you can never imagine the hole in your 

(Aviator, cOlltinu~dfrompage 16.) 

of frontline evacuation only. 
The fourth problem area is in the 

selection ofpersonneJ fot the aviation 
program. In the early stages, it was nec­
essary to use aviators from other ser­
vices. These people did an outstanding 
job in organizing the program, but they 
also presented somewhat of a career 
management problem, in that they 
knew relatively little about our Corps. 

The program now has sufficient se­
nior personnel to stand on its own, and 
future: aviators should come from out­
standing YOWlg officers who prove 
themselves a credit to our Corps dur­
ing their first two years of service, This 
will give us new blood for the program 
and allow the officers to grow from the 
bottom up in their dual career field. It 
will also improve the momle of avia­
tors already inthe program tolmow we 
are not taking in any more senior people 
who will bwnpthem from the relatively 
few senior field grade positions we 
presently have authorized. 

In summation, the MSC Aviator 
faces aU the career management prob­
lems associated withhis brother MSCs, 
as well as those associated with the 
Aviation Officer Career Program. Ifhe 
is to become a weU-rounded officer, he 
must have help from OUI assigrunent 
and career planning people to assure his 
progressive movement up these dual 
career ladders .• 

heart when that phone call comes. 
·'Honey, I am leaving tomorrow to go 
oveneas. I don', know how long I will 
be cone or exactly wben: 1 am sain&:, 
but I want you to know I love you-­
always!" 

If you're not in love with a Soldier, 
you don't know what it's like to say that 
final. jOOd-bye. You don't know what 
it reall) meam to be glued to the tele­
vision. You don', understand fear, and 
you can't possibly undmtand the sleep­
less nights ofendles, Cl')ing wonder­
in&: ifyuu will ever sec the love of your 
life again. 

lfyou're nat in love with a Soldier, 
you can't know the immense joy, thc 
uncontro!lable ,mile. or the butterflies 
in your stomach when you see your 
Soldier march into the family waiting 
areauponredcployment. YOUCi!.I1't un­
derstand the sclf-control it takes to 
stand on the other side of the room as 
some hi&Jler-up iives a seemin&lycnd­
less welcome home speech while the 
Soldicn stand in fmmation. You don't 
know what it's like 10 have that second 
first kin. or whatit'sliketo experience 
puppy love allover. 

If)'ou're not in love with a Soldier, 
you can't truly Wlderstand how to make 
every moment count because you never 
know wherJ that phone call may come 
apin. 

If),ou're not!n love with a Soldier, 
you can never really understand how 
Vet)' delica1e lire is .• 

What u the difference 
between God and a 

pilot? 

God doesn't think 
he is a pilot. 

The D()STOFF Medic 

bv elf: D<lVid Alderson. 
'4Y· .\fedical Company 

(Air Ambulance) 

The DlJSTQFF Medic" a \pecial man. 
Doing a)(lb that few men can 
flying anywhere at any lime. 
Any pla.:e in any dime 

In the job he has. the demand IS great. 
BII; few can face the unknown fale. 
J-lJgh in the air near heaven'~ brealli. 
Then to the ground as a ~t for death 

TbrOtlgh enemy fire of eYery lund. 
Ne\lef lo';ng his calm rn..:Iic·~ mind. 
Concern for the wounded is mi fu,t 

thought. 
Trying to hl-al ...nac 00IJets II3Ye wroogIt 

To "''''' roman live, Ius only fight. 
Bdm' lusown Itk,cuna; a/IlXher", plight. 
In an unonned shlpwim lII.aid bag ne .... 
Pastenemy 1r.ll:ers Wlm 00 time fm' fear_ 

Then down to the ground and out (t 
the ,hiP, 

Slanding up prUid ""m nc_ a '>.lip 
Brming bullets liS they pasl rum fly, 
Waiting for the WOtlnded 'mxJ roaring 

OO\IOOs. 

Then from !he ground departing fast. 
Working on WOIID:I.ed as air rudles past 

Then k' a ho&pitaJ as he gives firS! aid. 
A~ fast as possible as life ~tans to f<llk 

He \\Urlt~ as fast and best as he can. 
U'iing his ~ on ~ wctJ!Ided man. 
Giving him ofhis own hl-art and b~th. 
Trying his best 10 stave off death. 

Then to the Iw"pital and approa.;h and 
flare. 

RlI.,hing lhe man 10 emergency care. 
'Tkn adtucr 'llying tIu, rrom we COWl-,.a..oe. 

Bec'am" of your rn..:I,e. the care that .. 
gave. 

A man dedkaled to no Ultl."Onunon ideal. 
He gives of him<;elf, othm. to heal. 
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Top of the Schoolhouse 

I n our last update USASAM hadjust 
completed the Flight Medic Course 

Critical Task Selection BoardfCritical 
Task Selection Survey (CTSB/CTSS). 
The intent of the erSB/eTSS was to 
ensure that current lesson plans taught 
in the resident Flight Medic Course are 
in line: with skills required in the field. 

A few changes have occurred in 
those lesson plans based on the board 
recommendations. The most significant 
addition is in the way we teach trauma 
management. Based on lessons learned 
from OEFIOlF, we now incorporate the 
training methodology ofTacticaJ Com­
bat Casualty Care (Te') into the Flight 
Medic cour.:;e 

Under the Te' methodology, casu­
alty management during combat mis­
sions can be divided into three distinct 
phases. First, "Care under Fire" refers 
to care rendered at the scene of the in­
jury while: both the medic and the ca­
sualty are WIder effective hostile fire. 
Second, "Tactical Field Care" is the 

How to C ontribu.e "r­
tides 

Thei~l&d1!£? !!tIZw; to 

publish your article. ([you have 
~ recollection of II particular 
DUSTOFF or MAST mission. 
please share It with our members 
If your unit has been involved in 
an outstanding rescue mission or 
worthwhile program, please ~ub­
mit your essay about it to The 
DUSTOFFer. Send photographs 
with your article or attach them 
e1octronica1ly to your e-mail. 

Send typed, double-spaced hard 
copy to the address below. or 
e-rnail your article to 
secretary@dustofLorg or 
jtrus5@aoLoorn. 

Please !\end your submissions to: 

PAG£20 

The DUSTUFFer 
P O. Box 8091 

San Antonio. TX 78208 

by 1 SG Jayme Johnson 

care rendered once the casualty and his 
unit are no longer under effective hos­
tile fire. and third. "Combat Casualty 
EVacuation Care" is the care rendered 
while the casualty is being evacuated 
by an aircraft, ground vehicle, or boat 
for transportation to a higher echelon 
of care. 

These concepts recogni7.e a particu­
larly important principle: perfonning 
the correct intervention at the correct 
time in the continuwn of field care, A 
medicall)' correct intervention per­
formed at the wrong time in combat 
l1llly lead to further injuries. 

CPT David Broussard, the Flight 
Medic Course Director, has imple­
mented this training in the Flight Medic 
Course through both classroom instruc­
tion and a situational training exercise 
that incorporates all three phases of 
TC'. 

Further changes in the Flight Medic 
Course deal with class demographics. 
The last two courses have increased in 
joint attendance to the tt.Ine of21 Navy 
Corrmnan. This is in preparation for the 
Navy's upcoming mission ofproviding 
direct support MEDEVAC to those 
forces in support ofOlF V. 

The Medical Evacuation Doctrine 
Course (2C-F7) continues to playa vi­
tal role in the education of combat 
health support providers. The last 
Course graduated a IOtal on] students, 
14 were Navy personnel who will be 
responsible for the planning and execu­
tion of medical evacuation for OIF V. 

In May 2005 the 2C -F7 instructors 
traveled to San Diego, California, to 
conduct training for additional Navy 
personnel tasked to provide the plan­
ning and execution of medical evacua­
tion for Olf V. The JWle 2005 resident 
2C-F7 Course incorporated new lesson 
plans dealing with the role of air am­
bulance companies in the new Brigade 
Aviation Element (BAE) lTC 1-400) 
and the General Support Aviation Bat­
talions lGSAB) (fM 3-04.118). 

The inaugural Joint Medical En 
Route Care Course (JMERCC J was 
held 28 March 2005. The focus of this 
new tv,o"week course is to synchronize 

health care providers from each of the 
services and educate them 00 the ad­
vanced care requirements of medically 
or surgically stabilized casualties dur­
ing air transport within a joint enviroo­
ment The class comprised both officer 
and enlisted personnel from theArroy, 
Navy, andAir Focce, and totaled 17 stu­
dents. The JMERCC is scheduled again 
for October 2005. For more informa­
tion about the courses offered at 
USASAM, you can visit our website 
Ilt: <http://usasam.amedd.anny.mil>. 

In closing J would like to recog­
nilf: the academic excellence of the fol­
lowing soldiers, sailors. and ainnen. 
The Distinguished Honor Graduate for 
Class 05-01 was SGT Mathew J 
Marrott, and the two Honor Graduates 
were TSGT Daniel Normandin and 
SaT Jeffery Dixon. The Distinguished 
Honor Graduate for Class 05"()2 was 
HM2 Mark Kirkland, and the Honor 
Graduate was HM2 Keith Koerber. 

As my time as the First Sergeant 
for USASAM comes to a close I want 
to extend a heartfelt thanks to all the 
DUSTOFFer readers for your support 
over the past three years. "Thankyou for 
your service and continued support. 
DUSTOFF' 

-DU5TOFFer-

"VOTE" VOTE" 

Scbolanhip FllIld Info 
Pase13 

Hall ofFam. NomiD ... 
rasell3-1!5 

Ballot 
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Uncertain. confused, &n&l)', wary, 
betrayed and anxious, descnbe \.he 

current mind-set for & majority of 
Medical Service Corps Aviators when 
asked about the future of their profes­
sion. I profess that the future is not all 
that bleak and thai we are poised 10 be· 
come II. recogni1J:d, necessary profes­
sion within the joint community, ex­
panding car~r opportunities for the 
aeromedical evacuation professional 
(67J). 

These are trying times. The Ann)' 
is transfonnina to become more effi­
cient, while simultaneously ftghti~ I 
war, a dauntin&:wk atbcst. Durinithis 
lI'ansfonnatlon process, the aeromedi­
cal evacuation (MEDEVAC) organiza­
tional structure was viewed by the 
Ann) Aviation Branch and the Vice 
Chief of Staff ofthc Anny (VCSA) e 
disorganiud and inefficient. This un­
fortunate misunderstanding brou~t 
aboutthedccisiontoplace MEDEVAC 
under the command and control of 
Anny Aviation, thus placlni: all Anny 
Aviation assets under one structure. 
However, since MEDEVAC is still part 
of the Joint Health Service Support 
(JHSS) s)'stem, providing a service 
across the entire Joint Coalition con­
tinuum and is still, b) Tnle X,anArm)' 
Medical Department (AMEnD) re­
sponsibility, this new organizational 
structure has made the MEDEVAC 
mission more complex. 

To mitigate this complexity and 
ensure an intejrated joint patient 
evacuation system, new doctrine was 
developed that allows the AMEDD in­
tluence over the execution of 
MEDEVAC assets through the orders 
process. Specifically a Theater Patient 
Movem~t Ccntcr(TPMC) assigned to 
the Medical Deployment Support 
Commands (MDSC) and Intra-theater 
Patient Evacuation Center (IPMC) as­
signed to Medical Support Commands 
(MSC) have been conccptualized and 
incorponrted into new AMEDD doc­
trine. This patient movement center 
concept was recently introduced to the 
44" Medical Command (MEDCOM), 
which is currently In ~upport of Opera-

From the Consultant 

tion Iraqi Freedom (OIF), Bripdier 
General Granger (Commander. 44 
'MRDCOM) readily approved the con· 
cept. and LTC Bob Mitchell lCom­
mander, 36'" Evacuation Battalion) is 
in the process ofimplementlrtion. This 
will establish a medical evacuation con­
struct that will ensure continued 
AMEDD influence over the execution 
ofMEDEVAC assets, u well as ensure 

The Army aeromedi­
cal evacuation officer is 
unique and provides an 
exclusive service that 
every joint service and 
coalition partner ha­
bitually requests. 

continued synchronization between 
MEDEVAC and ifOlD\d evacuation as­
gets within the OIF theater of 0pera­
tions, 

The introduction, acceptance, and 
implementation of the TPMC end the 
IPMC concept will promote Ann) 
MEDEVAC I.S an Army core compe­
tency that contributes to the interdcpen­
dent joint force, This will open up new 
career opportunities within the 
COCOM's, and the Joint Staff. 

However Joint Staff and COCOM 
opportunitie5 an: but one pillar in which 
the aeromedical evacuation profH. 
sional can serve. Under my new cllCCr 
model concept, I envision the aero­
medical evacuation professional serv­
ina in branch qualifYing aviation posi­
tions, as well as competing for General 
Support Aviation Battalion (GSAB) 
commands as 67J's, a10ngwith habitual 
C8reerusignments. Also, I envision the 
aeromedical eVACuation professional 
5el'Ving in k~ AMEnD positions com­
~ for batta1ion and bripde com-

""""'. It is also my intent to lobby for a 
separate Joint fundini line for 
MEDEVAC, so we can become mod­
ernized quicker and don't have to com· 
pete for Army Aviation funds. If this 

by LTC David McDonald 

occurs, more career opportunities be­
come available ror the aeromedical 
evacuation professional This with the 
other initiatives wt11 help me expand the 
LoogTerm Health Education and Train· 
inj: (LTHET) opportunities identifYini 
aeromedical evacuation as a U'Ue pro­
fCSllion, no JOllier requirin& 671', to 
have a secondary Area of Concentra· 
tion(AOC). 

I have addressed this aUiUst ifOUP 
as aeromedical evacuation profession­
als rather that 67J's or MEDEVAC pi. 
lots, as you truly are professionals. The 
Anny aeromedical evacuation officer 
is unique and provides an exclusive 
service that every joint service and coa­
lition partner habitually ~uests. Thi! 
makes the aeromedical evacuation pro­
fession truly all ARMY asset that con­
tributes to the joint interdependent 
force, It is my intent, through the above 
initiatives, to ensure that the aeromedi­
cal evacuation professional regains the 
status and recognition that is long over· 
d",. 

Q 
'1 .... 

Flight Instructor Comments 
to Students: 

If a bird had your flying 
ability. it would Ily backward. 

If your flying knowledge were 
.....ritten on a matchbox.. there 
would be ample room left for 
the Old Testament and a few 
chapter.; from the New. 
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New Entries on the Membership Report 
Flight Manifest Honorary Life Members 13 

Life Members 678 
Ja""" Purcell Greenfield MA M Members 214 
Jack Leech San Antomo TJ( I. 
Michael PIerce Plano TX I. Units 71 
Warren Hoen SL Auguwne FL M Corporations 2 
Jauo Gdllego Fort Hood TX I. New members since spring: 
Patnck Fay MiI!i'a~ CA M 
Mark Le.,o Win~(()n-Salem Ne I. Life 19 
Kyle Jo)'" Bend OR M Annual 23 
Harry Mllkr Wesdake Village CA I. 
If.wid Sohl Pagosa Spring' CO I. 
Ted Staggs Little Ruck AR M 
Wlluam Hesidell(:e Millbrook AI. I. 

Closing out the Flight Plan Jame' Brady Beverly Hill, FL l. 
Jon Belding Porl"lllouth VA I. 
Charles Pennington Jr Florence OR I. Randall Gordon Radigan, "Rotor Blades" 
Jeremy McK.:lIl_ie Pooler GA M Radigan, born 24 August 1946, entered into rest on 
Charle, Hazlehur<t Greenwood Village CO M ]1 December 19Q8. 
Gary LmI-der Altlemarle NC M Randy enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1966, com-
Joseph SC<~t Sanford NC I. pleted flight school, and began his fll'St tour of duty 
Leland Schmucker ScottHllle VA M with the 45" Medical Company{Air Ambulance) in 
Rober! Hul"y Fall,OIurch VA M Vietnam.He volunteered ror rurther tours as a 
Peter Piazza StiUWalf"I" MN I. Medevac helicopter pilot over some 39 months in 
Howard Deihl CarrollOn TJ( L 
Robert Nel1nl Edgewater FL I. 

combat He earned t\.\·o Silver Stars, two Distin-

RdleTl Couture Vail AZ M guished Flying Crosses, five Bronze Star Medals, 

TOOl Nlcoleu Su-,ufocd cr I. numerous Air Medals, and the Purple Heart. He flew 
Timothy Burle San Antonio TJ( I. 1,597 air-rescue missions in Vietnam, rescuing 4, 191 
John Goette. Jr. Fun H<ul TJ( L wounded soldiers. 
De~k Kuha::kl Convel">e TX I. 
Mark Byrd Dalla' TX I. Bobby Sbelton, a member or the 237tl> Medical 

Jolin Tragls Fairhanh AI. I. Detaclunent (Helicopter Ambulance), Phu Ba~ back 
Gerald Po_ncr I\tiami Beach FL I. in the late 196Os, passed away in early 2005 from a 
Jolin Aklan Pinehun! NC I. long battle with complications that arose from his 
Gregory Hel",hmun \t-nlre.,; lA I. service. 
David Br.H . ..tield U.l\ko.1I NE M 
Ju,<ph Blunford BartI~tl II. M Bruce C. ZeDk, 65, passed away at his home in 
Clair Hud'-peth Fayelte\~U~ NC I. YOllllg America. Minnesota, on 17 May 2005 after 
Chri'<!''Pber Po<;ey Fort Rud<er AI. I. a three-year battle with cancer. 
Wendy Wllcox"'n '"' PA L In 1961, he graduated rrom South Dakota State 
Chock H.r\cy Bang .... ME I. LJniversity v.ith a degree in Phannacy and roceived 
Tomas Ortil Lincoln NE I. a commission as an Infantry Second Lieutenant in 
Larry Oougi .. , CoUeg" Park GA I. 
Clayton Chittim Leawood KS M 

the United States Anny. 

lame_ ..... 'heeler . .'l,ulmrn GA M 
In January 1964, Bruce was assigned to the 119'" 

Mark Wheeler S! P-dul MN M Aviation Company in Vietnam. Completing his one-

Mane·Claire Ghdden C"lorallo S[I1ng' CO L year tour in January 1965, Bruce hadeamed theAir 
ScOI! Franklin Wayette CO I. Medal with Valor and 22 oak leafclusters, had flown 
RJ<.·hard Rlky "''''P''' AI. M 747 hours of combat flight time, and helped to save 
Kri"u,mWill" APO AE I. hundreds of lives. In May 1968, he completed his 
Walt<'rJ("n! Sa.annah GA M military service at DeWitt Army Hospital, where he 
Jacquehn~ Moyer Killeen TJ( I. sen'ed as a phannacist. 
Chri'lOpher Wym~n Casa Grantle AZ I. Bruce is survived by Betty Zenk, his loving wire 
Cmdl Bene Alpllaw!a GA M 

of 40 years; his daughter Debbie and husband SSG 
Michael Otte or Honolulu, Hawaii; his son CPT 
Patrick and wife Alexa Zenk. of Wiesbaden, Ger-
many; grandchildren Kayla and Noah; sister Paula 
Neiburg or Plymouth, Minnesota; and brother 
Rodney ofNemo, Solllh Dakota. 
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m ...... 
Executive Council Explores 

Scholarship Fund 
Tt has been a long time since the DUSTOFF Associalion had a scholarship fund designed lO help aspiring 
lDUSTOFFm IIlld their children liM more education. Recenti), we were offered the opportunity to join nuJks with the 
Army AviatianAssociation of the United StatesAnny (Quad-A), Under thi5 partnership, the DUSTOFF Association pays 
into their fund money destined to fund a perpetual E1Muity. This annuit) is governed by Jaws that regulate these activities. 
The QuBd.A is responsible for administel'ini the financial stewurr;lship of money they m:eive. 

The Quad-A will match dollar-for-dollar our contributions to a ma)limum 0£$1 0,000. The amount ofmone) a\lailable 
for scholanhips each year is B:% of the total amount in the annuity. This money is avuble each year forever. The 
scholarship for a $20.000 annuity is$700. Should we decide to make our pI a $1,000 scholanhip each year. we must 
raise additional money. That would take appro"imately $28.500, or an additional U.500 O'o'et our base goal of$10,OOO. 

Under this arranpmmt the Quad-A would establish a DUS TOFF Scbolanhip. Dependent chill1ml. dependent spouses, 
and DUSTOFF crewmembers (officen and enlisted) could apply for the scholarship. The Quad-A Awards Board meets 
each year to consider the applicants' qualifications. Names and ranks are removed from the applications before the! board 
sees the nominations, so the nominees compete on the basis of academic merit. The DUSTOF'F' Association has been 
Inllited to provide a member of our organization to sit on that board. 

Furthermore. applicants for the DUSIOt'F Scholarship become eli&!ole for all the other 150+ Quad_A Scholarship 
awllTd!. The Viet Nam Helicopter Pilots Association had morethan 10 awarded In their first year ofscnolarships with the 
Quad-A. 

There are two requirements for application. The applicants must be members of Quad-A (with one year in aood stand­
ing) and the DUSTOFF A.ssociation (with one year in good :nanding), or they must be a dependent oh member ofthne 
two orpnizatiOl1! (with the same one year in good standing requirement). Forthe purposes ofapplyina for the scholanhip 
only, this can be lIiewed as a membership application feB. Our membership fees In the DUSTOFF AMoc:lation are minimal. 
Enlisted membmhip is 57.50 per year for [-S and below, 8lld 57.S0 for Ea6 and above, with. $10 initial membmhip fee; 
Quad-A is slightly higher. 

A motion was presented to the members present at the 2005 DUSTOFF Reunion to establish this schohtrshipfund. The 
motion was lUIlended to require fin! putting the idea forward to all C\ll1'ent members and to seck their feedback. 

The EJ\8Cut!lIe Council ha! met since the 2005 Reunion and offers this proposal for )our lIate. We propoM' to put up 
S10,000 out ofDUSTOFF funds to jl.lIIlJHlVt the scholarship proaram. That way our potential candidates can apply for 
the next round of awards (those who arc already Quad-A and DUSTOFF members). Our proposed campaign is to seck 
100 DUSTOFFen with 51 00 each to n:pay the DUSTOFF funds. To that end. COL Ernie Sylvester, last year's president, 
has put up the flfSt $100. 

Plene vote yes or no for this proaram by g'ina: the banot on )NIP 27 or the onlia. votinl booth .t <http://dUJtoftorp. 

m DUSTOFF ASSOCIATION 2005 m 
...... HALL OF FAME NOMINEES ...... 

Our Han offame wall stands in proud testimony to those DUSTOFFers who contributed to our I.cy in notable fashion. 
It stands "on the shoulders" of2S5 bralle crewmembers who paid the ultimate !aCrifice in service to our fighting forces. 
This edition of The DUSTOFFel' includes the two nominees for this year's election of DUSTOFF Hall of Fame induct­
~S. The Ex~utive Council considered all the nominations submitted, and these two men clearly meet the criteria for 
nomination. You may vote for one or both of the nominees. You may also select "None," indicating that you do not 
believe t:hateither meets the criteria for induction. To be elected, any nominee mlJst receive at least enouib votes to reach 
two-thirds of me total 1I0tes cast. 

Please take part in this very important program of preserving our legacy. Every vote counts, ss evidenced by last year', 
voting where nominees were either elected or not elected by the slimmest of margins. 

(Nomhlees, co"tUuud tnI p.ge 24.) 
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We are also acceptina donation. for the [la[1 oframe Memoria[ rund. All donationa will ~ LI!Ied solely for the memorial 
and DOt ror ather opetatina expenses. 

Thi. is YOUR Hall Df'Fame and embodi" the "ision ofSSOTom "F.&or" Joh""," to prnerve1he lepey ofDUSTOFf for 
all future Fflm.tions ofDUSTOFF tnWmembm. 

PInM be a part Orlh.volina thls ,. .. r. Yo. alto may vote onlia .. f oUoW' the w tnldioas all Iha baUol o. 1"11.11 I. 
th is DUSTOFFcr. 

lliUllam J. Huahcs b. one of those rare Indlvtdual. who wlll ncvtT be fOf'lOncn by 

~ with whom M served. H. pOIStened nerves of steel, IItId hi, expertise as In aid 
min was unrivalad. Hit hero15m and skilled medical care "' .... an Inspln.Uon and led LO 
the savini of countless lives durin&: his neaTly two yean in Vlatnam. He WI5 precisely 
the kind ofmodlc needed in a OUSTOFF unit and set the standard for those who fol­
lowed. 

aill was born on Doccmbor 21, 1942. In Florence, New Jersey. and arcw up noar a 
fire station where he deyeloped an affinity fur its rescue squad.. As. teenlier, he took: 
American Red Cros.! basic ud Idvanced fin1 aid courses and served three )..ars as I 
"olunttel' with the rescue squad. 

Wbe:n he enli.Ited., the Army pined a tou&h ldd who would pI'O'Ye his worth as I 

membcrofDUSTOfF. On Much 21,1964. aill was interVicwed by1hc ICFfldarycom­
mandlT oflhe S7'I' Medical Detachment in Vietn&m. MajorOwles Kelly IIwthat he had 
jraduated second hiahest in trl.inina It Fort Sam Houston and offered him an opportu­
nit,. to jO to, clink: or hospital. In his blunt fashion. Mljor Kelly 51[4, ~YOt.l're ao1na to 
s" some pretty horrible stuff in I unit like thi,!" 

Not to be outdone, elll .hot back, "Sir, I flaur. !ha bodies her. couldn't be any more messed up than they were alana 
Route I 3() in J~I" Bill', sharp T'I1Oft made him pan ofa unit tha.t wu rapidly chanaina the w.ym~iClI evacuation WI$ 

done iDa combat theala'. -
Durlna the nlllt few dlya, Bill 's other attributes btpn to swflct. II. was I alf\:ed artist Ind painted mon of the unn'. 

1i&nI. The same talm1J led him to desijn the charts Wled in unit oparations and the now famous "Doctor DUSTOfF" 
innan'a. With hispenonalily and nalural ain ofpb, ha qukkly became alt.ey sourceofwpplles. When hard-Io-pt IIams 
were needed, Major Kelly would tell Bill to take the jHp, and he would drive ,n over SaijOl'l scl'Ollnaina materials from 
Army, Navy, and Air Force contacts he had made. 

The skills llimed as a Yolunteer rescue cre .... man put Bill ahead of hi' CO!'ItempDfuies. and all the pilots filt comfon­
able havina: him aboard. He took incredibly aoocI care of patients and alwaysjumped from the airtrd to aet Ibe wounded 
otpnlZ*i and loaded. ant wu II his basi m I "hOl"landini wnl. 

On October 26. 1964, an AirFon:e fi&htIT was.hot down in hea ... y junale, fortin& Bill and hisoo-pilot to walk to the 
downed aircraft. Despite enemy fire, theyruched the cr.sh site only to find bach pilots dead. the Iim'Ift bumi~ and the 
un CO'VI'Ted with UI'IIlCploded ordtnance. Without regard for thefr 0 .... 'T1 safety, they I'KOYIf'td the pilots, and B111 was 
lwarded the Army Commendation Medal with "V" for valor, I hiahlWard at that roly SlIp of the war. 

One orhb more h.roic acts 0CC\II'nId in February 1965 when the Viet Conti uied 10 destroy !h. predomllW1Uy Catholic 
Yillaee ofBinh Gil. A mu.si\le ai r assault was launched, and four helkoptm. wen &hOI down. A re&imentll-sil.ed enemy 
foree then IttIcked and bepn torchini heavy Jlfl5s coverini the [andina zone. When aill 's helicopllT aniwd, it had to 
land alona distance aWl)' from an InvlTUld UH·l. 

Billl"lD throu&h eoemy fire to the downed aircraft and beiltl pullina crewmemben out. After la.din&: the fust ifOUP, he 
returned to 'lCtrac1. thII d_d pllOl, who was trapped in \he wrec:kIp. The hellcopter ..... as burning. bu\ elll climbed tnto \hi 
cockpit and be&:an cunini him out. At that point, enemy (oree! directed automatic ........ pons fire his way, and numerous 
rounds struck the lire,..ft and. followed him II he canied the dead pUot to his own ain:1'lf\.~1'hree more lirlift! were 
conducted tnto the area, and alii repntedl) uposed himself to enemy Ore whll. rescuina eiihteen men wounded. In ont 
of1hose inequitie5 of VoU, his award recommend.tion was lost, but bas been re:sUl"l'lCted by Mends mel wpported. by 
Senator Nilson of Florida, who nomil'\lted him for. Silyer Star. 

On Matth I, 196', Bill ..... as drivina: into Sai&on to pick up some papnworiLAJ tit nelltd the American EmbesJy, a 
massive CIT bomb bt_the front off1he buildini. Without hesitation. Bill sped to the embassy and bepn triaPta douns 
ofpatil!TllS lyin& in the strlt'tlnd In the blown aput buildIng. H. separated the dead and those needmtl1mmed.iltt care and 
used their clothin& to meke tourniquets and dresliJliI. A5 athm be&m to arriYe., tit bad the presence ofmind 10 we his 
0 .... 'T1 fUigut jacket to CO\--ertht faca ora dead embl5lY work.r, so 'he WOI.Ild not hi photographed by the ptherina media. 
Bill was honored by the Ambassador for his scti01l$, which were depicted in a book titled, 'I7te C1tronJelu of/h. J1etnalll 
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Har. He left the embassy after an patients had been ewcwted, bul did not mum 10 his wUt. lnstead, ~ drove 10 the U.s. 
Naval Hospica1, where many of the ""Ollnded had been taken, (0 volunteer his services there. 

When hi! tour ended, Bill extended to remain wilh DUSTOFF and tried 10 extend a second time, but fale incc:rvened 
after 20 months ofcombal. On November 12, 1965, Bill's hetiC6p(er was struck sevml times near Bau Bani. While the 
pilot was tryina 10 gain altitude. aD explmioo ripped the rine from BilI's t..nds, and a bullet tare Ihrough his knee and 
upper thigh. Bill's femoral artery was rupia-cd, and he nearly bled 10 dcalh before reaching care. Bill Hugha was the fnl 
DUSTOFF medie to be severely wounded and evacuated from Vietnam. 

Bill spcnllhe nex! eight months at Valley Forxr Army Hospital. but his wounds were too serious for him loretum 10 
!My, so he was released 10 the Ve!erWlSAdministration. Fortunately, he entered a vocational rehabilitation prosram spon. 
sored by the VA and u.ned his talenlJ as an artist into a Bachelor of Fine Arts and !hen I Master's DegJcc. 

Bill then shared his love ofart and pholognlphyby teaching young people. Alone time, he ",-as ooe of two peoplc in the 
United States who mastcrrd the "DaguclTeOtype" photo process used in the mMl-1800s and had a one man exhibit at the 
Baltimore Museum of Art. He is essemally whcelchair-bomd now, bullhal has not Slopped him from 5Upportina DUSTOFF. 
Hc cmued a beautiful pho(O Illbwn depicting the tal'1y days of the 5~ and 82"" Medical Detachments and calls othen 1O 
join the DUSTOFF Associatioo. More recently, he has been designing shirts for our relU1ions. 

The DUSTOFF tradition would not be possible without dcdicatcdmen like Bill Hughes, whocarried over 800 patients 
by Iiuc:ror m his back, often urderhcavy enrmy f~. For his actions, he was ..... -arded: 

Bronze Star Medal with "V .. for Valor and Oak LeafClustcr 
Anny Ccmmcndation Medal wilh "V" for Valor 
Air Medal with 17 O&k LeafClustcn (6 for Vtior) 
PlrplcHcan 
Victnamese Cross orOailantry 
Presidential Unit Citation 
Airaaft Crewmcmbc:r Badge 
Army Mcritorious Commendation 
Ncw Jersey Distinguished Service Mcdal 

C Olonel Merle J. Snyder is Il unique DUSTOFF pilot. Startineas an enlisted man. be 

5ervedu a Chief"'arrant OfflCCfand then was commissioned. He eommanded at every 
level, attended major Almy schools. and served with distinction in senior JUltfpositions. 

Merle was born ScpIember II, 1943, in MM'ShaJlto\lon, Iowa, andjoinod theAnny in 
1966. A drill serptnt recoan1zed his tnonnous taltntl and recommended the warrant 
Officer flI&bt 1mnin& Propm. wheR he '"'u honor araduate ofbis fli&ht cu. 

A"lp!ed 1O tha "S- Medlc:al. ComJ*'lY In Vietnam, Merle qulck.ly drew 1M auenUon 
of its ccmmaodcr, LTC Arlie Price. Older than his peers. be demonstrated txemplllr)' 
flyinl skills and poIential. He was appoil'lted ail'CTlft commander nrty and aivcn duties 
beyond hi! pdt. 

Merle's e'XIJ'IOJ'diIwy counp makes him one of our 'besc-mo...u pilots. He simply 
dMi not ICknowladp fear and compleled milny dramalle I'ISCUH under heavy anemy nrL 
ODc txample occumd onMay II, 1%9, whellllli&ht obscrvationhtlioopter belon&ini: 

to. "Hunter-Killer" team WIS shot down. When he arriwd, he could see the aircraft tumod on its side in. tiny clearina: in 
thejunalt. 

Merle tried to contact the aunship team flyiDa omhcad, but could DOt communicate with them, "" he mrted in. 
Observing thls llCtion and 'knowing thlland;n!!: zone was not secure, the gunship teem leader cilled to his wlnamln, "The 
DUSTOFF ship is Iandllli:! That cnzy SOB islllftClina! Put some fire arouDCi him!" 

Without reprd for his own safety, Merle landed, as hostile fire raked the dearina and struck his aircraft repeatedly. 
Despite the best efforu of the &unship pilots, they could not suppress the enemy as Merle', crew worked to f\ft a tripped 
crewman. LAm, the iUIlSbip team leader rcpor1ed M.erle's efrons to be the most courlfieOus he had ever seen and m:om· 
mended him for a Silver Star. 

Beause ofhis performancc and ..... onh 10 the military, CW2 Merle Snyder WI! commissioDtd Fim LteumwJt in the 
Medical Service Corps. He wu then selected. 10 command the 50,. Medical Company. Many yean later, one ofhisjunior 
pnourrilected that he had made theAnnyhlscareer~use of the leadership he observed. Colonel Mickey Mels wrote: 

"Merle Sllydn was the ben at everythina be dKl 15 a leader, mentor, soldier, or pilot. Hc never 50uibl rewards or 
accolades, but willlna:1y passed them to others. Takina: care of troops ... -as foremOJt In his mind. He IIvt1d the values of 
.lfIess service ancIloyaltr 100&: before the) were officially penned by the Anny." 
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(Snyder. contimudf,ompag~ 15.) 

In 1981. Merle was picked for an extremely challenging mission. As a newly promoted major. he went on a one-man 
mission to negotiate a medical support agreement with the Israeli Defense Ministry for a peacekeeping force being de­
ployed to the Sinai as a butTer between Arab and Israeli forces. For this politically sensitive etTort, he was av.'arded the 
Legion of Merit. 

Merle was then assigned 10 the Office of the Surgeon General (01'5G), where he was responsible for developing 
highly classilied medical support plans for Spocial Operations forces. During the invasion of Panama, the Casualty Re­
porting System operated by the Deputy Chief of Staff for Persormei (OCSPER) broke down, and the intense media focus 
began causing embarrassing problems for the Anny. The Surgeon General was tasked to help, and Merle responded with 
a small team that worked around the clock tracking aircraft coming out of Panama and maintaining constant dialogue with 
military hospitals along the way. In short order, they had things under control, and the OCSPER. lTG Robert Elton, 
credited Merle's team with saving tlx day. 

In 1986. Merle was selected to oommaM the 421 ~ Medical Company in Gennany and convert it inlO one of the Anny's 
fust e'.-'acuation battalions. This was duringa period of scarce resources and high operational demands. He reorganized the 
unit into three air ambulance companies possessing 15 aircraft each and received otlxr units to round out the battalion. 

After highly successful commands, Merle completed the Industrial College of the Anned Forces, served as Aviation 
Consultant, and was assigned as OTSG Chief of Plans and Operations. 'While there, a decision was made to repulse Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait, and he was placed in charge of medical preparation for the war effort. Wasting no time, he began 
dispatching subject matter experts within OTSG 10 FORSCOM and elsewhere to resolve enonnous equitment and per­
soJm:1 shortages faced by the AMEDD. 

LTG Frank Ledford, the Anny Surgeon General at the time, reflected on his efforts· 
"I fIrst worked with Merle Snyder in "J'l'- MEDCOM following hiS highly successful aviation command. He was abso­

lutely great to work with· "always cheerful. ready to go the extra mile, and obviously a master at this job. That really paid 
otT several years later when I was Surgeon General and he was Operations Deputy, and we were faced with Desert Shield, 
which culminated in Desert Stonn, I give Merle a huge amount of the credit due the statTthat put 13,500 Army medical 
beds in --\--\ hospitals in the theatre This was the fastest mobilization in our military history, and in the thickofit was Merle. 
orchestrating some sense out of a bewilderingjumble ofacth·e and reserve l."Omponent units, PROBS, and [MA persoJm:i. 
He managed an unwieldy system. created derivative units, and made sense out of potential chaos. Every time I went to 
operations, Merle was there, 2,f,'7, taking care of his people and our mission. and somehow remaining his cheerful self." 

Merle was tlxn selected to conuuand the Army Garrison at fort Detrick, where he developed an innovative manage­
ment process that was adopted by the Anny Management College as the standard for other installations. While under his 
command, Ft. Detrick was selected as an" Anny Community of Excellence." 

Returning 10 OTSa, Merle was selected for a positioo reserved for the top tier of Medical Servicc Corps officers. that 
of Executive Officer tor the Anny Surgeon General. In that role, he had to coordinate a massive reengineering of O1'5G 
and reduce its manning from more than 400 to Jess than 200. The many cultures within the AMEDD Corps mack: that a 
nearly impossible ta<;k, but through his careful plarming and coordination with the senior leadership, he successfully 
executed the Surgeon Gerrral's mandate. Merle's efforts radically changed the AMEDD and set the stage for the "one­
staff" concept that now exists between the OTSG and Medical Command (MEiX'OM), It was only natural for him to then 
become MEiX'OM Chief of Staff, where he served with distinction until retiring in 1997. 

Merle is an example of what hard work and detennination can do. Starting as an enlisted man, he went on to reach the 
pinnacle as an aviator, He became an Instructor Pilot, Instrument Examiner. and Master Aviator, while earning Bachelor's 
and Master's Degrees. He was selected as a Distinguished Member of the AMEDD Regiment and served as President of 
the DUSTOfF Association 

In Vietnam, he !lev.' 1,387 missions and evacuated more than 3,000 patients. His many awards and decorations include: 

Silver Star 
Distinguished Service Medal 
Legion of Merit w"'~ OlC 
Distinguished Hying Cross 
Meritorious Service Medal 
Anny Commendation Medal wlOlC 
Anny Achievement Medal w'OLC 
Air Medal wl26 OLe 
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DUSTOFF ASSOCIATION 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

AND 

HALL OF FAME BALLOT 

Please vote YES or NO on estahlishing a scholarship program in partnership with Quad-A using $10.000 of 
DUSTOFF As'>OCi;ltwo funds and raising the same amounllO repay Ol.lf funds 

o Ye~ o l\;o 

Tht, ballot i., for the 2006 elecuon for DUSTOn' Hall orJiame induction. ThOSl! elected will be inducted mto the 
DUSTOFF Hall of Fame at the 2006 Annual DlJSTQFF Reunion in San Antonio, Te:(as. 10-12 Fetxuary 2006. 

You may volt: for O~E. TWO, or NONE nominees 

Nominee, rnn .. ! capture two-third., of the votes cast to be decled. Please participate in lhj~ endeavor. It's your 
hall of fame and our legacy 

o William J. Hughes o Merle J. Snyder o Nme 

You may \ote online (inslIuctions below), or mail thi~ hallot and any donation you wish 10 make 10' 

DUSTOFF A .. sociation 
P. O. BOll 8091 
San AnLOnio. TX 78208 

Your ballot must Iw received at the post orBce box or online on or before October 31, 2005, to be counted. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR V(JfING ONLINE 

Log on to hnp:!lduswlf.org. 
Click HALL OF FAME 
Click 2005 NOMINEES 10 read narnltives of the nominees 
When ready to vote, click VOTING BOurn 
To log in, use the following; 
Username: du~toff 
Password: hof2005 
Fill in all blanks. including your member number. The member number is above your name on the 
mailing label of thb DUSTOFFer. 
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