


@ President’s Message

As we begin preparations for the 2007 DUSTOFF As-
sociation reunion, I am reminded of the sacrifices made
by our brave DUSTOFF Warriors each and every day in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and all around the world. This jast year
we lost three brave warriors in our two combat zones. S8G
Heathe Craig was on his second hoist of critically wounded
Soldiers from a fire fight in Afghanistan. SSG Craig gave
his tast full measure of courage in the effort to save another
Soldier’s life. SGT Steven Mennemeyer and SGT Jeffrey
Brown were killed during an NVG training flight in Iraq.

The legacy of Charles Kelly lives on today. This reunion
will also honor our founder, $SG Thomas “Egor” Johnson,
with his induction into the DUSTOFF Hall of Fame. With-
out his vision and his gutsy determination, this great Asso-
ciation would not exist today. On his shoulders rested the
task to get this organization off the ground, chartered, or-
ganized, and headed into the history books.

Now we stand as the keepers of the legacy. Our pro-
grams are strong and meaningful. This year we awarded
our first scholarship under the new program in parinership
with the Quad-A. Lucas R. Markham received our 2006
Mike Novosel DUSTOFF Scholarship and is attending the
University of Central Arkansas. Please read my report on
the scholarship on page 13.

We are also supporting the efforts of the Medical Evacu-

ation Propency Division and the AMEDD History Program
by providing funds to transcribe orai history accounts of
our DUSTOFFers who have served since the end of the
Vietnam War. It is a noble thing we do to document and
publish the history of DUSTOFF since Vietnam,

Finally, this October saw the dedication of the Spurgeon
Neel Pavilion at the AMEDD Museum. This Association
donated $5,000 to that effort over the last five years.

I am proud to have had the honor to serve as your Presi-
dent and am looking forward to seeing as many of you as
possible in February at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk, We have
a full schedule and hope to fully energize our “unit level
reunions™ for our Friday Night activities. See reunion in-
formation on pages 26 27.

God bless you and God biess our DUSTOFF Warriors,
Doug.

—~DUSTOFFer—

Letters to The DUSTOFFer

Pat Brady is leading the search for the DUSTOFF legacy at the
Viet Nam Center at Texas Tech University.

T recently became aware of the Viet Nam Center at Texas
Tech University. In 2005, | attended their annual confer-
ence, which was very interesting. 1 also found that the Cen-
ter was well managed and resourced. But white there | dis-
covered that although much of the Viet Nam experience is
well documented, there is virtually nothing on DUSTOFF!

The only explanation was that the DUSTOFF commu-
nity has not participated. T feet DUSTOFF is a story that
needs to be told, so I agreed to put all my papers and writ-
ings there. 1 also sent a list of all the books on DUSTOEF
that I could find. The University will add them to the site.
tn the future 1 will do an oral history and expect to lecture
on DUSTOFF, as well.

I would encourage all the DUSTOFF community to
check the Center to see if you can contribute anything that
may be useful to the DUSTOFF legacy. I fear that legacy
will die in our active forces, and in the future the only trace
will be at places like the Viet Nam Center.

Pat Brady
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Old-Timer Steve Vermillion sent the foltowing notice about an
upcoming event.

Our new website is located at <www.viemamdustoff.
com>, The 2006 Reunion will be in Atlanta, Georgia, on
10-12 November 2006. The web page has more current
information. Please tell your buds who were pilots, crew
chiefs, flight medics, or support personnel in DUSTOFF or
Medevac unils in on the action.

If you know someone who has written books, articles,
or have other things for sale (Vietnam stuff), let me know.

[f you know someone who can join usas a guest speaker
at no cost, please let me know,.

Steve Vermillion
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Closing Out the Flight Plan

SSG Heathe Craig
Notice appearing in the Stars and
Stripes, Mideast edition: “Flight Medic
Remembered at Emotional Service at
Wiesbaden,” penned by Matt Millham.

Soldiers prepared to fire a volley
during a 21-gun salute to Staff Sergeant
Heathe M. Craig, a member of the 159%
Medical Company (Air Ambulance),
who died on 21 June in Afghanistan
during a mission to rescue two 10%
Mountain Division Soldiers who had
been injured in combat.

As a combat medic, SSG Craig
understood that sometimes saving
people means risking your own life,

Sometimes the risk doesn’t pay off.

Craig and another Soldier died the
night of 21 June during a rescue mis-
sion near Naray, Afghanistan.

The night started peacefully
enough. Craig had just chatted with his
wife and played peek-a-boo with his
one-year-old daughter, Leona, over a
Web camera when the call came. Three
10® Mountain division soldiers were
critically wounded in a firefight near
Naray.

“He always had missions that came
up.” Craig’s wife, Judy, said. “And
that’s what happened. A mission came
up and he was ready.” The couple also
have a four-year-old son, Jonas.

Craig's DUSTOFF crew had been
called to rescue the wounded. By the
time Craig and his air ambulance ar-
rived at the pickup point, one of the
Soldiers was already dead.

It was past dark at takeoff, and the
terrain where they were headed made
it impossible for the Black Hawk res-
cue helicopter to land.

That meant Craig would have to be
lowered into the combat zone by a
hoist. It was onc of his least favorite
things to do, said CPT Angela Wagner,
the rear detachment commander of the
159%,

The battlefield still wasn’t secure,
but Craig plunged in anyway. He se-
cured the first Soldier and got him
safely to the hovering ambulance. That
troop would make it out of Afghani-
stan alive.
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But as Craig and the second patient
were being lifted into the helicopter, the
hoist malfunctioned.

“On the second try, I lost him,” said
SGT James Ramey, the helicopter’s
crew chief, in a letter that was read at
Craig’s memorial ceremony in Ger-
many.

Craig and the Soldier he was res-
cuing, PFC Brian Bradbury, both died.
Craig grew up in Virginia. Bradbury
was from St. Joseph, Missouri.

“He gave his life saving another,”
Wagner said.

SGT Krendra Jackson, one of
Craig’s close friends, couldn’t keep
herself from erying as she talked about
her fallen comrade during the memo-
rial service at Wicsbaden Army
Airfield’s cbapel.

She told how Craig, even afier back
surgery, would work tirelessly, labor-
ing beyond his body’s limits, afraid he
might come off as a slacker. Jackson
remembers tefling him to take it easy.
“He would look at me with those blue
eyes and say, My name’s not worth-
less.”

Few in attendance could hold back
their tears as Jackson recounted her
friendship with Craig. “Judy, you once
told us we acted like brother and sis-
ter. He was my brother,” she said. “*He
was our brother.”

Mike Toennis

Michael W. Toennis, born April 25,
1955, in San Antonio, Texas, died July
23, 2006, in Houston, Texas, at age 51.

Mike earned a BBA in 1978 from
the University of Houston, where he
was a member of Beta Theta Pi Frater-
nity, and an MBA in 1992 from Syra-
cuse University.

He proudly served his country as
an Army DUSTOFF aviator, medical
logistician, and health services comp-
troller for the U.S. Army Medical Dept.
Michael was medically retired as a
Major after 14 years of active duty,
during which time he was a member
of the DUSTOFF Association.

Later, he became a CPA after work-
ing as an auditor for the firm of BDO
Seidman. Mike is preceded in death by

his father, Ewald Toennis, and is sur-
vived by his wife, Karen Toennis and
their son, Joseph Toennis, both of
Kingwood, Texas; mother, Lilo
Toennis; and brother, Andre Toennis.

Mike fought a thirteen-year battle
with ALS. During this time, he re-
mained active in the DUSTOFF Asso-
ciation, rarely missing a reunion. He
served as the Special Assistant to the
president of the Association for many
of his last years, accomplishing tasks
for the Association using his “eye-blink
computer,”

Mike and Karen were always the
light of the DUSTQOFF reunions and
exhibited courage and steadfast love
for each other. Many a DUSTQFF
Aviator faced possible death with skill
and even daring. Mike and Karen faced
certain death with grace and courage
and even a bit of cheer, standing as a
true testimony that we all recognized
as coming from within and from out-
side of themselves.

Visited by his friends and comrades
in the last days before his death, Mike
left us all in awe of his courage and
fortitude. Karen and Joe remain in our
prayers and thoughts as they face life
without Mike. We are all better for hav-
ing known and loved Mike.

The family suggests memorial con-
tributions to MDA/ALS Research, c/o
IBC Bank, P.O. Box 272243, Houston,
TX 77277-2243, or to your charity of
choice.

Wesley Hunt Green

Wesley Hunt Green, a beloved hus-
band, father, son, brother, uncle,
nephew, and friend, died on 22 Sep-
tember 2006 at Baton Rouge General
Medical Center. He was 42, a resident
of Lottie and a native of Baton Rouge.
He was a 1J.S. Army veteran with 14
years of military service, including
Operation Descrt Storm, with the rank
of Sergeant/Crew Chief with the 872
Medical Detachment (Helicopter Am-
bulance).

His wite, Carol, wants everyone to
know that he loved his children, and
every decision they ever made had their
best interests at heart. He loved many
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HOOAH!
You may be too HOOAH if:

* Your newborn must attend the newcomer’s orientation briefing within the first
30 days.
Your wife's two favorite shades of lipstick are light green and loam.
You go to a barbecue and insist that your family feed tactically.

* You make your children clear housing before they go off to college.

* You require your mechanic to replace the sand bags on your floorbeards as part
of a tune-up.

* Your POV is equipped with black-out lights.

*+ Your kids call their mother "Household 6."

*  Your kids voiunteer to pull air qguard on the school bus.,

* Your doorbell sounds off with the current challenge and password.

* You have sector sketches and range cards posted by every window in your
house.

* You give the command "Fix Bayonets” at Thanksgiving dinner.

* Your kids show their meal cards at the kitchen door, except the oldest, who is
on separate rations and must pay for the meal.

* You make your daughter sign out on pass on Prom Night.

*  Your kindergartner calls recess a “smoke break.”

*  Your wife “takes a knee” in the checkout line at the supermarket.

+ You do your back-to-school shopping at the U.S. Cavalry Store.

* Your son fails the third grade but tells everyone he was a “phase three
recycle.”
Your kids salute their grandparents.

* Your wife's "high-n-tight" is more squared-away than your Commander's.

Courageous 498" Plans Reunion

The 498" has scheduled its next reunion for 16 February 2007, to be held in conjunction with the
DUSTOFF Association Reunion, 16-18 February 2007.

Both reunions will be held at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk, San Antonio. Registration for the 498+
Reunion will be open at 0900, Friday, 16 February, on the seventh floor, adjacent to the Tango Room.
The bar will open for drinks at 5 p.m.; dinner will start at 7 p.m. in the Tango Rooms 1 and 2, with
music and dancing from 6,30 to 10 p.m..

We hope this information will gamer your excitement about attending the Reunion. We had 74 in
attendance in "06 and hope to have at least 90 in 2007. All DUSTOFFers are invited, not just 498®
alumni.

The fee to attend is $40 per person, including registration, dinner, and music. Please forward your
attendance fce to Ron Chapman, 6303 Meadow Grove, San Antonio, Texas 78239, and include your
name, address, and e-mail with the fee. Please forward the fee to arrive NLT | February 2007.
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DUSTOFF Company Transports Injured to Facilities

Writing for the 4® Infantry Div

Camp Taji, [raq—One unit has sole re-
sponsibility for getting Baghdad-sta-
tioned coalition forces and civilians in
need of medical care to the right fa-
cilities.

Since November 2005, more than
3,500 patients have been transported
by Company C, 2™ Battalion, 4" Avia-
tion Regiment, Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, 4 Infantry Division. The more
than 80 Soldiers assigned to the unit
operate from Camp Taji and Forward
Operating Base Falcon.

Missions taken on by the
DUSTOFF Company are categorized
as urgent or priority, according to
patient’s conditions.

“Qur overall mission is to facilitate
the safest and most rapid evacuation
of casualties from the battlefield, and
that includes all casualties, Soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines, enemy pris-
oners of war, non-U.S. military and
civilians,” said the company’s opera-
tions officer, CPT Chris Chung.

While some of their work takes
place on secure operating bases, other
parts occur outside the wire. The more
dangerous point-of-entry pickups in-
clude roadside evacuations resulting
from IED strikes or vehicle rollovers.

According to Pilot-in-Command
CW?2 Toby Blackmon, every mission
varies from the previous.

“We once had a mission right in
downtown Baghdad, where we had to
come down between light poles and

ision Public Affairs Office, SFC Reginald Rogers, provides an update
on the state of the transformation of DUSTOFF within Army Aviation.

wires,” Blackmon said. “Even when se-
curity is provided, Janding the aircraft
on a road in the center of the city with
tall buildings can still feel insecure.”

*"We’'re able to main-
tain a level of cama-
raderie that makes us
a great company.”

“You just have to trust your mates
and crew chiefs to keep the aircraft
clear as much as they possibly can, and
trust your gut to do the best job you
can,” he said. “Getting the patient on
board the aircraft is what it’s all about.”

Charlic Company is in the midst of
its third deployment in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. The unit de-
ployed during OIF I and Il as the 507t
Medical Company (Air Ambulance)
before being reassigned to the CAB
and deploying as part of the brigade’s
General Support Aviation Battalion.
Some of the unit’s Soldiers spent no
more than eight months between de-
ployments.

Despite the high OPTEMPO,
Chung said morale remains high be-
cause the Soldiers realize the impor-
tance of their jobs.

“We’re able to maintain a level of
camaraderie that makes us a great com-

pany. Our morale remains very high
because everyone takes pride in the
mission, which is the most important
thing here.”

Chung and Blackmon agreed that
crew coordination and unselfishness
help the Soldiers work as a team.

“Crew coordination is making sure
that everyone knows what their job is
inside the ajrcraft,” Chung explained.
“1 think it helps that everyone’s unself-
ish. They know that when we’re fly-
ing, we’ve got three other guys we’ve
got to take care of, in addition to the
patients we're picking up. So, as pilots-
in-command, it’s our job to ensure that
we bring everybody back.”

“Each crewmember plays a vital
part in accomplishing missions,”
Blackmon added.

“There are four people required to
be on the aircraft for us to run a mis-
sion: the pilot-in-command, the pilot,
the flight medic, and the crew chief.
When you put all four of them together,
each person is the most qualificd on
that aircraft for their special position.
If you have one person missing from
that group, the others cannot work,”
Blaclanon said.

The unit will be among the CAB’s
first to redeploy back to Fort Hood in
the upcoming months, but Chung and
Blackmon both refuse to look that far
ahead.

“|t’s a short amount of time, but we
still have a lot to do,™ Chung said. Il

Make your plans now to join us for
memorable event. Friday night is

accept it, will be to work with our
Friday night. Use your imagination
will publish any known plans in th
For those who don’t have a favori
having a big mixer at the hotel of

Holiday Inn Riverwalk on the wee

DESPERATELY need volunteers to step up to the plate

discuss the options as soon as possible.
3985), or at home in the evenings (210-8

Plan Now for Reunion 2007

the next DUSTOFF Association Reunion. We will meet in San Antonio at the
kend of 16—28 February 2007. We are working hard to niake this another
going to be set aside for reuniting with your favorite unit. We
and be “Unit Captions.” Your duty, should you decide to
decide where you will hold your unit get-together on
and pet together with your comrades to decide how you want to handle it. We
e November DUSTOF Fer, so time is of the essence—make your plans now.
te unit or have a unit that doesn’t set up a separate event, we will work on
to feel left out. Contact Dan Gower and
You may call him at work (2 10-221-1835), on his cell phone (210-379-
227206 or 325-388-2631). Don’t be afraid to volunteer—it can be fun.

once again

Executive Director to

some sort. We don’t want anyone

FarL/Wovrer 2006
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The Making of a Crew Chief

A priceless recoilection by the founder of the DUSTOFF Association
and most recent inductee into the DUSTOFF Hall of Fame, Egor Johnson.

Forty—one years ago, as a 19-year-old Private First Class,
Larrived in Vietnam and began my processing at Camp
Alpha. In reflection, I remember entering this tent camp
with trepidations as to my future and what I would be re-
quired to do during this tour. Having served for eight months
in Alaska crewing a CH-21 in the cold weather, the heat of
Vietham was new to me.

[ remember arriving with four other
helicopter mechanics and our discus-
sion in the tents that evening, We dis-
cussed our desire to be assigned 1o a
gun ship company, for if we were go-
ing to be shot at, we sure would like to
shoot back,

My memory is vivid as it relates to
the evening prior to my assignment. We
were joined by a crew chief retuming from R&R and wait-
ing for his flight to his unit up-country. As he was a combat
veteran, we listened with silent respect as he told us about
the war. [ remember to this day his words. He said, “It doesn’t
matter what unit you’re assigned to, as long as it’s not a
DUSTOFF unit. Those guys are crazy. They fly unarmed
Hueys with a big red cross for a target. Hell, if you're as-
signed to them, your chances of going home are about zero,”
I went to bed that night with this advice on my mind.

The next moming, my name was called at formation.
The Replacement Sergeant announced that I was to be as-
signed to the 57* Medical Detachment, and I was to wait at
the Admin Tent for the unit to pick me up. At 1100 hours,
across the footbridge next to Camp Alpha, a large SP5 came
to pick me up. Shortly, I met my first DUSTOFFer, SPs
George Brevaldo. Ten minutes later I was entering the hooch
that was to be my home for the next seven months. I was
now assigned to the mission that I feared most.

Less than an hour later, George had me down by the
flight line, at the Orderly Room. I stood before an epitome
of DUSTOFF and an officer whom I would begin crewing
for in two months, Major John W. Dean, the Detachment
Executive Officer. He welcomed me to DUSTOFF, and I
received my first briefing on DUSTOFF and the legend of a
man whom [ have come to respect beyond all others, Major
Charles Kelly, and the mission that became my life.

Iremember after processing into the unit, my arrival back
at the hooch and my introduction to the crewmembers who
were s0on to be my brothers in arms. That evening I was
enthralled by my bunk mate, a hero who within two weeks
would be wounded. SP4 Billy Hughes spent hours telling
me about DUSTOFF and about Major Kelly. I went to sleep
that first night in DUSTOFF with a desire to be one of these
special men and to be accepted into this special “Band of
Brothers,” whose one goal in life was to save wounded,

Over the next seven weeks, I spent my time, working
on the unit’s helicopters, repairing damage, helping my he-
roes pull their inspections. I guess I was doing well, be-

what
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“It doesn’t matter
unit you’re
assigned to, as long as
it’s not a DUSTOFF unit.
Those guys are crazy.”

cause it seemed that I was given some difficult missions in
maintenance to fix. It seemed that I was always able to get
them done. One evening the guys began calling me “Igor,”
after fixing a linkage problem that no one seemed to know
the cause. This was just prior to New Year’s Eve, and the
next night [ received orders to pull guard at the Officers’
BOQ. I was assigned on the patio, just
outside the Officers’ Club.

As a mechanic, I was assigned an
old M-t carbine. However, | had be-
come friends with SPS Ted Bartley, a
legendary scrounger in the unit, and I
asked him if I could use his German
sub-machine gun.

That evening, having been told
there was intelligence that the VC
were planning to hit the BOQ, [ took my post on the patio.
I decided to pull the bolt back on the sub-machine gun and
place it on safety. As the evening wore on, somehow the
bolt slipped from the safety notch into the firing position.

It was almost midnight, and I accidentally nodded and
(despite the legend) hit the trigger, causing the sub-machine
gun to fire nine rounds through the bamboo in front of my
position. Well, every officer (except one, Major Dean) hit
the deck inside the club. Needless to say, I was not too well
liked that evening, and I remember having the sub-machine
gun taken away from me and being given a .45 pistol with
oneround, to finish my tour. That evening | earned the wrath
of our Commanding Officer, Major Bill Campbell.

After this incident, I was sure my goal of crewing a
DUSTOFF ship was gone forever, Two days later, ! had
finished a 25-hour inspection on one of our helicopters when
Captains Jin Truscott and Ed Taylor came walking out to
the helicopter.

I saluted them and stated, “Sir, the ship is ready for its
test flight.” As long as I live, I will remember what C aptain
Truscott said next.

"“OK, get your helmet; we are going up.” Always be-
fore, one of the crew chiefs would take over and take the
ship out. In this case, the ship did not have an assigned
crew chief, as SP5 Roger Reel had left the detachment to
go with Air America. Here T was going on my first flight in
a UH-1B as a crew chief. Well, we took off and were in the
air for only a few minutes when a call for an urgent medevac
mission came across the air,

Although we had no weapons and I had no experience,
Captains Truscott and Taylor decided as we were the clos-
est ship, advised the unit we were inbound. Quickly, Cap-
tain Truscott began to tell me what I was going to have to
do. Minutes later, I was to fly my first DUSTOFF mission,
and evacuate my first two wounded.

(Crew chief, continued on page 11.)
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Army School of Aviation Medicine Flight Medic Course

Published in the 30 June 2006 Army Aviation magazine, this article and update were authored

by CSM Buford Thomas Jr,

Command Sergeant Major of the U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center,

and SFC Ronald Belcher, NCOIC of the Flight Medic Course.

The training of flight medics begins at the U.S. Army
School of Aviation Medicine (USASAM) here at Fort
Rucker, Alabama. 1 have made several visits to observe the
Flight Medic Course (FMC) training and have had the op-
portunity to participate in hoist operations training.

1 am always imptessed with their attention to detail and
their vigilance in their training of flight
medics. As it’s often said, “We train

immensely. With these two assets, roops were able to re-
ceive lifesaving care within 30 minutes, greatly increasing
the chance of survivability. This remains the “gold stan-
dard” of evacuation.

Modern-Day Capabilities
Over the past three decades, evacu-
ation and training of FMs evolved into

;he way \t:\e fight" 1t s9n_1eti:lnes doesn’(; The war efforts amodern, state-of-the-art system, sav-
appen thal way, so it 15 always goo . ing thousands of lives.
to see Soldiers training the right way. continue to prove the Prior to the Global War on Terror-

flight medic is a
combat multiplier.

A Little History

The concept for medical evacuation
has been tried and tested over the cen-
turies. Ancient Greek and Roman
armies introduced the concept of providing surgeons, med-
ics, and litter bearers, in addition to a standardized medical
system similar to today’s levels of care.

During the civil war, MAJ Jonathan Letterman, the medi-
cal director of the Army of the Potomac, identified the need
for trained medics to go into battle with Soldiers, Through-
out ensuing conflicts, the Army followed and built upon
Letterman’s doctrine of dedicated assets for evacuation. This
decreased the evacuation time from point of injuries to re-
ceiving treatment at facilities. With an emphasis on doc-
trine, technology, and command oversight on medical evacu-
ation, the survivability rates increased.

The Korean War demonstrated the value of helicopter
evacuation, but the lack of en-route care highlighted a need
for air crews augmented with a flight medic with aviation
training.

During the Vietnam conflict, the UH-1 was ushered in
as an air ambulance for aerial evacuation with trained flight
medics (FM) working in the cabin, lifting Soldier morale

(Crew chief, continued from page 10.)

After the mission, Captains Truscott and Taylor remained
behind and gave me the counsel of their wisdom on crewing
and on DUSTOFF. That was the day my life changed. As 1
was still in trouble with Major Campbell, 1 can only assume
that they spoke with Major Glenn Williams, who was the
new Provisional Company Commander, for he made me
his crew chief.

That evening, upon my return to the hooch, I ask SP4
Frick Shank, an artist and medic, to paintmy helmet. While
we were celebrating (which included a bunch of drinking).
Erick painted my helmet RED with a monster on the back,
and on the front, in reflective paint, placed my nickname
(misspelled, as we were all drunk by then), EGOR. Little
did 1 know then, that this helmet would become famous,
and that misspelled nickname would follow me that for the
rest of my life.

FaLL/WmTER 2006

ism, the FMs were trained to support
a variety of operations, ranging from
humanitarian support operations to
high intensity conflicts. In addition,
FMs were taught how to support civil-
based programs, such as Military Assistance to Safety and
Traffic or MAST, a mission supporting civilian populations
co-located with military bases. The benefit to supporting
MAST missions is that a flight medic is able to apply what
is taught m the FMC and also to improve their skills in pa-
tient assessment, triage, and transport.

For over two decades, aircrews and FMs have demon-
strated their dedication and bravery, while conducting high-
angle rescue and hoist operations at high altitudes. provid-
ing en-route medical care and training, to serve the MAST
community definitively.

In preparing Soldier-medics for one of the jobs in the
medical field where medics are constantly employing theit
skills, the FM course proves to be an invaluable spring-
board of education, experience, and eye-openingly realistic
training. Being able to treat patients with various injuries,
{rom car accidents to gunshot wounds, in peacetime, dur-
ing deployments, and at the home station, FMs and aircrews

(School, continued on page 12.)

Many stories have been told about me, not only in
DUSTOFF, but my later cateer as an MP, CID Agent, In-
structor, and later in my civilian law enforcement career. |
have had the honor of flying this, the most honorable mis-
sion, and as a law enforcement agent have been on the
ground when calling for a DUSTOFE. 1 was to meet then
Major Jim Truscotl again, on a DUSTQFF mission at
Gelnhausen Germany when 1 called for an urgent
DUSTOFF.

Throughout my life, the greatest honor 1 have had, to
include being promoted to General Director of Public Safety
in the best housing police department in Boston, isbhemg a
member of the Band of Brothers that is DUSTOFF.

—DUSTOFFer—
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School, continued from page 11.)

are prepared for simple to complex missions from treating
one paticnt to up to six or seven patients.

Ready for the Challenge

Alter the GWOT commenced, all the preparation and
dedication that the FMC put into training FMs came full
circle, benefiting from two decades of training advancements
toaccomplish missions that would test even the most skilled
FMs. Yearlong deployments and short turnaround periods
at home stations, with an ever-evolving enemy, demanded
a change to the program of instruction at the FMC.

To ensure critical lifesaving skills, the International
Trauma Life Support was continued, with a high level of
concentration placed on patient assessment and identifying
any type of life-threatening penctrating or blunt force
wounds. Advanced Cardiac Life support continues 1o be
taught, so FMs can treat patients with supportive care, rang-
ing from medication support to early defibrillation for pa-
tients severely injured or ill, or not breathing and without a
pulse.

Case simulations also build the FM’s confidence by let-
ting him/her act as the person in charge of a trauma and
medical situation. Students must demonstrate to a high de-
gree their ability to direct and lead a team to manage these
situations effectively.

The flight medic course needed to prepare medics for
MEDEVAC units by teaching aeromedical factors, aircrew
coordination, and increasing their knowledge of lifesaving
skills in an aviation environment. Classes also demonstrate
the effects of altitude on patients in the aircraft and how to
identify symptoms to manage patients in the unique aero-
medical environment.

Evolving Combat Care

Because the enemy is constantly changing and combat
evacuations are becoming more dangerous, the Army has
adopted a concept called Tactical Combat Casualty Care
(TC3). This concept has proven vital in saving military lives
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Changing the “old school” thought process that tourni-
quets should be applied only as a last resort, instead tourni-
quets are applied early to stop bleeding immediately in com-
bat situations. The TC3 concept introduces three phases of
care: care under fire, tactical field care, and casualty evacu-
ation (CASEVAC) care. TC3 is being taught Army-wide to
teach needle decompressions, antibiotics, IV fluids, and
many other skills needed for today’s battlefield, to ensure
more Soldiers retum home aljve.

Another part of the FMC is the introduction to the UH-
60A and HH-60Q aircratt, and experiencing different modes
of flight in a UH-60 helicopter. The FMC allows the stu-
dents to experience hoist operations in a safe training envi-
ronment. Using the USASAM’s 65-foot hoist tower, stu-
dents learn to operate the high performance hoist and prac-
tice insertion and extraction techniques,
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Bringing It All Together

All this training prepares the FM for one of the high
points of the four-week intensive course, a 24-hour situ-
ational training exercise {STX). The STX allows the stu-
dent to apply the concepts, tactics, techniques, and proce-
dures taught in the first three weeks of the course,

Students prepare like actual FMs, assuming first up du-
ties starting with packing aid bags and conducting mainte-
nance checks on their equipment. They receive a nine-line
MEDEVAC request and are sent on a rescue mission.

The students are inserted with the hoist. navigate through
the woods tactically to a downed aircraft, and then assess
and treat multiple patients, applying TC3 tactics and pack-
aging the patients for movement. They move again tacti-
cally through the woods to USASAM’s UH-60A and HH-
60Q Medical Suite Trainers (MST), where they train on
treating the patients while in flight.

At the completion of the MST portion, they move on to
the survival portion. Survival skills, taught earlier m the
course, must be employed in order to save themnselves, their
teain, and their patients. Armed only with the equipment
found in aviation life-support equipment of ALSE vest, FM
students must perform a variety of survival tasks. Eventu-
ally, the student will receive a radio call that his or her air-
craft is inbound and to prepare the patients and their team
for hoist operations,

All students receive a detailed after-action review (AAR)
to ensure training was effective and realistic. The majority
of the STX occurs at night under limited visibility, with
pyrotechnic simulators, smoke, and using an M-240B ma-
chine. The STX was introduced to provide the FM with a
realistic training experience and to show what it would be
like to treat a patient in a combat environment, integrating
all the skills taught in the FMC.

Summary

The war efforts continue to prove the flight medic is a
combat multiplier. A rich history of service, combined with
current, relevant training and the ability to adapt, shows
that flight medics will continue to be ready for any mission
at any time and anywhere.

Some of the Army’s finest Soldier-medics continue to
walk through the door of USASAM motivated to take on
the course challenges and become part of the great history
of MEDEVAC. The School of Aviation Medicine will con-
tinue to evolve as new lessons are learned. The warfighters
can depend upon receiving the very best emergency medi-
cal care from the flight medic. The flight medic is truly
“Above the Best.” i

The DUSTOFFer








