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SEN GEN VAN TIEN DUNG ARTICLE: ''GREA T SPRING VICTORY" 

Part I: "Revolutionary Violence" 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 1 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Article ent1tled "Great Spring Victory" written bY Sen Gen Van Tien Dung, Part I: 
"Revolutionary Violence"] 

[Text] In the spring of 1974 after the Giap Dan Tot, a conference of high-ranking 
m1litary cadres was convened at house No 33, Pharo Hgu Lao Street, Hanoi, including dele­
gates from the various battlefields, armed services, branches and divisions, and repre­
sentatives of various organs of the Defense Ministry and the General Staff to discuss 
and study the resolution of the party Central Committee's 21st Plenum held in October 
1973. Comrades La Duan and La Duc Tho called on the conference to explain the tasks 
set forth in the party Central Committee's 21st Plenum resolution. Also on this occasion, 
the VWP Central Committee Political Bureau, the National Assembly and the government 
decided to bestow the military rank of general on some high-ranking cadres and top lead­
ing cadres of the army. President Ton Due Thang addressed the conferees. 

Each army cadre and combatant was elated to be enlightened by the party Central Committee 
regarding the progress and bright prospects of the revolution. We considered the instruc­
tions given at the conference by the Comrade First Secretary of the party Central Commit­
tee and President Ton Duc Thang as orders of the party and state for the entire army 
to surge forward. By then, more than a year had passed since the signing of the Paris 
Agreement on V1etnam. This was a great victory for the reVOlutionary struggle of our 
nation and at the same time a shametul defeat tor the U,S. imperislists. However, our 
people in the south had not been able to enjoy a single peaceful day. The U.S. puppets 
had signed the agreement but remained unwilling to implement it. They continued to 
pursue Vletnamizatlon, which was in taot a neocolonialist war. 

To increase the strength of the puppet army so that it could stand on its own and become 
decisively superior to our army. the United Btates--betore and atter its m1litary with­
drawal-_had sent to the south nearly 700 aircraft, more than 500 artillery pieces, nearly 
600 tanka and armored cars. many warships, much ammunition and other materiel. Immediate­
ly after the signing of the agreement, the united States and Thieu loudly called for 
rtterrltorial immersion It and conoentrated forces on implementing such plans as the 3-year 
1973-1975 pacification program, the 6-month pacification program from March to August 
1973, the Ly Tnuong Kiet military plan and the 5-year 1974-1979 army construction plan, 
Which were aimed at destroying the revolutionary armed foroes and organizations and our 
bases in the areas under their control in the countryside and in the oities. Thes. 
plans were also aimed at eliminat1ng the IIleopard skin It pattern. '!hey mounted an econom­
ic blockade aga1nst and n1bbled at our liberated areas adjacent to the cities and in 
the mountainous regions and proceeded toward eliminat1ng the l1berated zone and the 
liberation armed forces as well as the people's administration 1n an attempt to control 
the entire south. 

Faced with this Situation, the party Central Committee's 21st Plenum held in October 1973 
set forth the method of combining the po11t1cal, military and diplomatic struggles and 
pointed out: The path of the reVOlution in the south is the path of revolutionary 
violence. No matter what the Situation, we must firmly grasp the opportunity and the 
strategic offensive line and effect flexible leadership to advance the southern revolu­
tion. True revolutionary strength 1s both an urgent and a basic requirement in the new 
situat1on. 
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In March 1974 the Central Military Party Committee went into session to thoroughly study 

and implement the party Central Committee resolution. 11>e committee asserted: "11>e 

Vietnamese revolution may develop through various transitional stages, and it can only 

achieve success by way of violence with the support of political and military forces; 

1t the war resumes on a large scale, a revolutionary war Will be waged to win total 

victory." "!be a.uthern revolution must firmly grasp the concept of strategic offensive. 

We must resolutely counterattack and attack the enemy, and we must firmly maintain and 

develop our active position in all respects." 11>e spirit of the 21st Plenum resolution 

is that 'since the enemy fails to implement the agreement and continues to pursue Viet­

namization--which is actuallY a neocolonialist war--in an attempt to seize all the south, 

we have no alternative but to conduct a revolutionary war to destroy him and liberate 

the south. 

The conterence of the Central Military party Committee not only stressed the general 

method of "counterattacking and attacking" but also presented measureS for applying this 

method in each region as well as operational methods for each battlefield. 11>e resolu­

tion of the Central Military Party Committee was approved by the Political Bureau. 

Following the Central Military Party Committee resolution, the General Staff, with the 

General Political Department and the General Logistics Department, immediately began 

studying and formulating strategic combat plans as well as combat plans for each battle­

field; urgently organized and trained regular armies and technical armed branches; draft­

ed plans for preparatory and maintenance activities and, at the same time, ordered the 

various battlefields tostaP up aetiv1t1es, conduct offensive and uprising waves, win 

victories and seize the initiative in order to change the battlefield situation and to 

facilitate large-scale offensives to be launched everywhere in 1975, Between April and 

October 1974 the various localities and units--from Tri-11>ien to western Ham Do and the 

areas surrounding Saigon-Gia Dinh-.s1multaneously stepped up their activities, repeatedly 

counterattacking and attacking the enemy and rapidly winning ever greater victorie •• 

Thos. localities which firmly grasped the party Central COmmittee's 21st Plenum resolu-

tion and the Central Military Party Committee resolution and fUlly understood the concept 

of force and the offensive ideology not only succeeded in foiling the enemy's pacifica-

tion program and in firmly defending Our liberated areas and the bases in enemy-controlled 

areas, but also further expanded the liberated areas and drove the enemy into an embarrassed, 

passive and cornered position. 

W. paid special attention to the outcome of a battle which destroyed the district capital 

of Thuong Duc in the 5th Region. This was a test of strength with the best of the enemy's 

forces: We destroyed the enemy forces defending the Thuong Due district capital sub­

sector. The enemy sent in a whole division of paratroopers to launch repeated and pro­

tracted counterattacks in a bid to recapture this pOSition, but we heavily decimated the 

enemy forces, firmly defending 11>uong Duc and forcing the enemy to "give up. " 

Evaluating the 11>uong Duc battle and other annihilating battles against the enemy's main 

forces in Chu lIghe and Dak Pek in the Central Highlands, the General Staff reported to 

the Central Military Party Committee that the combat capability of our mobile main force 

troops was noW altogether superior to that of the enemy's mobile regUlar troops, that the 

war had reached its final stage and that the balance of forces had changed in Our favor. 
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Therefore, we coUld and had to shift from attacking chiefly to destroy vital enemy 
forces to attacking not only to destroy the enemy but also to liberate the people and 
hold the land; and from our main forces operating chietlY to destroy the enemy's regu­
lar torces on the jungle and mountain battlefields to destroying the enemy and liber­
ating the areas adjacent to cities, the lowlands and the cities themselves. 

TO stage large-scale ann1hilating battles and firmly defend the newly liberated areas, 
it was no longer advisable to field only independent or combined divisions. Larger 
mobile armies composed ot various armed branohes Were needed to serve as powerfUl 
f1sts Which WoUld be used at the most important opportunities to operate along the 
main directions and carry out the main tasks with a view to seriously destroying the 
enemy's regular forces. The Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee 
agreed with this assessment and ordered that it was necessary to immediately organize 
mobile armies subordinate to the high command. In 1974 army corps were gradually • 
formed and deployed in strategic areas most vital to insuring mobility. Along with 
organizing forces, another urgent task was to replace the armyls equipment with good, 
modern equipment. Great quantities of materiel such as tanks, armored cars, missiles, 
long-range art1llery pieces and antiaircraft guns which the U.S. imperialIsts had un· 
successfUlly sought to destroy during their 12-day B-52 blitz against the north, were 
gradually sent to the various battlefields. For the first time our mechanized long­
range artillery and good tanks made their way to the very rubber torests in Ham Bo. 
This represented a great step to maturity for our army and, at the Dame time, the most 
active step in preparing forces for the future general offensive. 

Big forces and modern equipment were still not enough. It was also necessary to 
organize the battlefields so as to be able to fully develop the strength ot these big 
forces and modern equipment. A key problem was that a network ot good communications 
lines was needed to insure mobility. The construction project ot a strategic route 
east of the Truong Son mountain chain, which had been started in 1973, was speeded up 
with extreme urgency to link Route 9 in Quang Tri with eastern Nam Bo. Our state and 
people spent immense efforts and material reSources on this project. Aided by thousands 
of vehicles and various types ot machinery, tens ot thousands ot troops, workers, engi­
neero. youth volunteers and civil laborers braved untold diffiCUlties and hardships caused 
by the elements as well as enemy bombs and shellS, working day and night to hack away 
at the mountain, broaden mountain passes, move rocks, build roads, lay sluices and bu1ld 
bridges--thus creating a splendid wonder flanking the west side ot the fatherland. This 
8-meter-wide, all-weather road permitted two-way passage for rapidly moving large trucks 
and heavy military vehicles and was used night and day to transport hundredb ot thousands 
ot tons of materials of all types to insure powerful attacks. 

A pipeline running from Quang Tri to the Central Highlands and Loc Ninh was capable ot 
tueling tens of thousands of vehicles of various types moving to and fro along the route. 
We could boast a splendid image of more than 20,000 km of strategic communications lines 
running trom north to south and campaign lines branching from west to east atop the 
range ot towering mountains guarding the fatherland's western tlank. These old and new 
communications lines resembled endless lengths of sturdy hemp ropes being dsily and 
hourly Slipped around the neck and limbs of the monster who wOUld be strangled with one 
sharp yank when the order was given. The wire communications line was also extended to 
Loc Ninh; communioations were established between Hanoi and the various battlefields. 
While the people in the south were driving back the enemy almost everywhere to regain 
their right to mastery. tens ot thousands ot youths throughout the north--from the 
villages, municipal wards. organs and schools to ente~prlses--enthusiastically Joined 
the armed foroes and set out for the battlefront. 

1 
\ 
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'!he resolutions of the party Central Connnittee's 21st Plenum and the Central Military Party 
Committee, coupled with the tlmely, correct leadership of the Political fureau, had tipped 
the situation of the battlefields to our advantage and mobilized the might of the entire 
country for the front line. Once again, the party had traced the path for the Southern 
revolution to achieve success--the path of revolutionary violence, the path of offensive 
strategy and resolute struggle on all three fronts--military, political and diplomatic--
to achieve total victory. 

Part II: "Opportun1 ties" 

Hanoi !IRAN DAN in Vietnamese 2 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] From July through October 1974 the General Staff agencies were busily and urgently 
working. Comrades in the Central Military Party COmmittee and in the Political fureau 
were following up the situation and guiding the study and fonmllation of combat plans 
for 1975-76. A breath of fresh, sti.'IlUlating air then swePt across our party and people: 
The revolution in the south was developing according to the resolution of the party 
Central Connnittee '5 21st Plenum and the resolution of the Central lUl1tary Party Committee 
issued in f.\arch 1974. 

The battlefield situation was changing to our advantage. Our people and armed forces had 
seized the initiative to gradually but firmly advance the revolutionary tide, continuously 
counterattacked and attacked the enemy and every day won rapid, eve~greater victories. 
Region 9 firmly grasped the strategic targets, attacked and defeated all enemy land­
Grabbing operations, wiped out more than 2,000 enemy outposts and liberated more than 
400 hamlets containing nearly 800,000 people. Region 8 had overrun 800 enemy outposts 
and liberated an additional 200 hamlets with more than 100,000 people. Region 7 was 
maintaining its offensive against the enemy, had defeated all of the enemy 1s pressure­
relieving operations and firmly defended its bases north of Saigon, while the struggle in 
the areas around Saigon was being intensified to firmly maintain the liberated enclaves 
and to heavily defeat the enemy's counterattacks. Region 5 had intensified the offensive; 
expanded its bases in the adjacent areas of Hong Son, Thuong Due, Tien Phuoc, Minh Long 
and Xa Bot: intensively attacked the enemy in the delta: wiped out nearly 800 enemy 
outposts and liberated 250 hamlets with 200,000 people. 

In t:.e hiehlands we attacked, annihilated and forced the enemy to withdraw f'rom Dak Pek, 
Chu Nghe, Hang But, I,lang Den and Le l1inh, and we expanded the liberated area and the 
strategic corridor. In Tri Thien we continued to pin down the puppet marine division 
and its mobile strategic division and to hold the cities' surrounding areas. 

He then improved our antipacificatlon operations. The enemy became passive and utterly 
weakened. Its pacification-1andgrabbing plan was essentially thwarted in many delta areas, 
especially in the l,lekong Delta. '!he morale and combat strength of the puppet troops were 
clearly declining. Since early that year, 170,000 men had deserted. Their total manpower 
had decreased by 15,000 men since 1973, with a heavy loss in combat strength. Their mobile 
strategic forces--the marine division in Tri Thien and the airborne division in Thuong 
Duc--had bogged down. The reduction of U.S. aid made it impossible for the puppet troops 
to carry out their combat plan and build up their forces. 
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In fiscal 1912-73 the united States had given the puppet troops $2,168 million in 
military aid. This aid was reduced to $9611 m1llion 1n fiscal 1973-74 and to $700 
m1llion in 1974-75. Nguyen Van Th1eu WaS then forced to f1ght a poor nan's war. 
Enemy f1repower had decreased b1 nearly 60 percent because of bomb and ammun1tion 
Shortages. Its mobil1ty Was also reduced b1 half due to lsck of a1rcraft, veh1c1es 
and fuel. Thus, the enemy had to shift from large-scale operations and heliborne 
deep-thrust and tank mounted attacks to small-scale blocking, n1bbling and searching 
operations, 

TO sum up, following our 2 years of struggle to demand implementation of the Paris 
agreement and withdrawal of U.S. and satellite troops, the enemy was essentially waging 
a neocolonialist war against our revolutionary warfare Whioh combined m11itary attacks 
with political struggle. The most noteworthy point in this ever expanding struggle 
betveen us and the enemy was that the more active and vigorous we became, the weaker 
and more passive the enenw became, thus bringing the balance of forces a step further 
1n favor of the revolution. 

The cool fall weather of October 1974 reminded our mi11tary cadres of the coming 
campaign. '!ile Political Bureau and Central Military Party COmmittee held a conference 
to hear the General Staff present its strateg1c combat plan. On various naps, charts 
and comparative force diagrams hanging allover the walls of the conference room the 
Combat Department of the General Staff adequately presented all aspects on the enemy's 
s1tuation and ours, and developments on all battlefields from the signing of the Par1s 
agreement to October 19711. 

Following discussions on the report, the conference unanimously assessed the situation 
in the south based on the following four facts: 

1. The puppet troops were militar11y, po11tica1ly and economically weakening every day, 
and our forces were quite stronger than the ene~ in the south. 

2. The united States was facing mounting difficu1t1es both at home and in the world, 
and its potential for aiding the puppets was rapidly declining. 

3. He had created a chain of mutual support, had strengthened our reserve forces and 
materiel and were steadily improving our strategic and political systems. 

II. The movement to demand peace, improvement of the people's livelihood, democracy, 
national independence and Thieu's overthrow in various cities was gaining momentum. 

At this conference a problem was raised and heatedly discussed: Would the united States 
be able to send its troops back to the south if we launched lsrge-scale battles that would 
lead to the co1lspse of the puppet troops? Everyone clearly realized and paid special 
attention to this: After signing the Paris agreement on Vietnam and withdrawing U.S. 
troops from Vietnam, the United States had faced even greater difficulties and embarrass­
ment. The internal contradictions within the U.S. administration and among U.S. 
political parties had intensif1ed. The Watergate scandal had seriously affecteJ the 
ent1re United States and precipitated the resignat10n of an extremely reactionary 
pres1dent--Nixon. The united States faced economic recession, mounting inflation, 
ser10us unemployment and an oil crisis. Also, U.S. allies were not on good terms with 
the united States, and countries Who had to depend on the united States also sought to 
escape U.S. control. U.S. aid to the Saigon puppet administration was decreasing. 

I 
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Comrade Le Duan drew an important conclusion that became a resolution: '~aving already 
,-ithdrawn from the south, the Uhited States could hardly jump back in, and no matter how 
it might intervene, it would be unable to save the Saigon administration from collapse." 

"'hile we discussed the 1975 strategic combat plan, another very important question was 
raised: ,~ere to establish the main battlefield? On all the southern battlefields the 
enemy had deployed his forces in a strong and mobile position. Specifically, in the 
First 11il1tary Region adjoining the socislist north the enemy had five main-force 
divisions, and in the ~ird Military Region, including the Saigon defense line, the enemy 
had three main-force divisions from the three divisions in the Fourth Mil1tary Region. 

As for the Second Military Region, including the Central Highlands, the two main-force 
divisions defending it were spread over many areas. However, the Central Highlands 
was a very mobile battlefield and had much potential for developing southward along 
Route 14, or eastward along routes 19, 7 and 21. ~is is an area of highlands with 
only small variations in altitu~e. ~ere, one can easily build roads, develop his 
technical and mobile capabilities and bring his strength into full play. In short, 
this was an extremely important area strategically. The conferees unanimously 
approved the General Staff's draft plan which chose the Central Highlands as the main 
battlefield in the large-scale, widespread 1975 offensive. However, the Political 
Bureau realized that in order to reach a final decision on strategy it was necessary to 
study the situation ever more carefully, fully supplement strategic combat plans and 
thus vigorously pursue the many tasks involved in accomplishing this goal while calling 
the comrade leaders from the southern battlefields to the north to hear their reports 
and conduct careful discussions in order to achieve unanimity in pursuing the strategic 
objective, utilizing their extensive familiarity with realities on each battlefield. 

Early in December 1974 brothers Pham Hung, Tran van Tra and Hai van in Nam Do and 
brothers Chu Huy Man and VO Chi cong in the Fifth Region were also invited to Hanoi. 
~e Political Bureau worked separately with these brothers and heard their detailed 
reports on the situation. From 3 to 5 December the Standing Committee of the Central 
Military Party Committee successively heard the brothers from Nam Do and the Fifth 
Region report on their combat objectives and plans for each battlefield. f.1any meetings 
preceeded the Political Bureau's extremely important conference lasting from 18 December 
1974 to 8 January 1975. 

Also attending the conference, in addition to the comrades in the Political Bureau, were 
the comrade leaders on various battlefields, the comrades in the Central f.1ilitary Party 
Committee and the comrade deputy general staff chief in charge of combat operations. All 
the comrades in the Political Bureau expressed their views and very carefully discussed 
them. It must be noted that during the 20 days of the conference the Political Bureau's 
assessment of the situation and its discussions were influenced by the increasingly 
obvious week-by-week achievement of major strategic objectives which further hardened 
iron resolve. lfulle the Pol1tical Bureau was meeting, great news came from the south: 
~e main force units in eastern !lam Bo, in cooperation with the provincial forces, had 
attacked and liberated Phuoc Binh City and all of Phuoc Long Province. ~is was the 
first province in the south to be completely liberated. 
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At first, the United States aggressively sent the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
TlEnterprise" leading a spacial Seventh Fleet force from the Philippines toward the 
Vietnamese coasts, and ordered the Third U.S. Marine Division onto emergency alert 
status. The warlike clique in the Pentagon threatened to resume bombing the north. 
Finally U,S. Defense Secretary Schlesinger. who wanted to ignore the PhuQC Long event. 
stated that this was not a massive offensive by North Vietnam. He ignored Thieu's 
pitiful cries. U,S, Ambassador Martin in Saigon told Thieu that the United States was 
not yet ready to provide support. 

1.. 'daS obvious that the United States was in this position: Having withdrawn from Vietnam, 
the United States could hardly return. All the conferees analy.zed the enemy's weakness 
which in itself heralded a new opportunity for us. To fully exploit this great opportun­
ity we had to conduct large-scale annihilating battles to destroy and diSintegrate 
the enemy on a large-scale. The situation at that time waS extremely favorable. In 
the south a crisis might tal:e place. creating a great opportunity for us. If we fought 
in the most rapid and prompt manner, this would cGrtalnly· lead to the collapse of the 
Saigon administration more quickly than we could have otherwise expected. 

On 8 January 1975, 2 days after the Phuoc Long victory. Comrade Le Duan concluded the 
discussions of the conference. He said: All partiCipants are very enthusiastic and 
determined. This conference waS attended by comrades from Nam Bo and the Fifth Military 
Region. The situation is now clear to everybody. We are determined to fulfill the 2-year 
plan. Two years are both a short time and a long time. The struggle in the south, 
supported by strong forces from the north. has grown into a national struggle. U.S. 
troops have withdrawn from the south, and our armed forces are present there. Meanwhile. 
the masses' struggle is gaining momentum. All these facts are characteristic of a time 
of good opportunity. We must hold firm to the favorable military, political and 
diplomatic conditions which are the main features of the revolution now. In the south. 
we have gained new strength. played an active role on the battlefield and succeeded in 
creating an interrelated and interdependent position from the Tri-Thien area to the Mekong 
Delta region. We have built up a powerful striking fbrce; in the eighth and ninth 
regions our striking force is taking shape and developing. We have secured a stepping 
stone in the urban areas where our mass movement is flourishing. The world supports us. 

After analyzing the weak position of the enemy. Comrade Le Duan went on: Striking a 
strategic blow in 1975. Nam Bo will have to create an interrelated and interdependent 
position thrcughout the region, bring military pressure closer to Saigon~ annihilate 
as many enemy main-force units as possible and create conditions for localities to 
deploy forces when opportunities arise. 

In the Mekong delta region military pressure must be brought closer to My Tho. We 
have agreed that this year the attack on the central Highlands will begin. He pointed 
to a map behind him and said: Attacks must be unleashed toward Ban Me Thuot and Tuy 
Hoa. The Fifth Region will have to form a liberated area from Binh Dinh Province 
northward, and the Tri~Thien forces will have to control an area from Hue to Danang. 
These predicted victories will result in a change in the balance of forces. We will 
have to fight continuously until the rainy seaSon and win repeated victories. If our 
attacks are strong, the enemy will face the danger of disintegrating quickly. When 
we fight in the peripheries of cities, we must smash enemy main-force units. When 
we fight in the cities. we must strive to accurately hit and crush enemy nerve centers. 
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The north must provide the material and technical needs of the troops. This is a 
basic factor in winning victory. We should win a victory whenever an opportunity 1s 
offered. Let us discover if there are any other ways of launchin,-, an offensive earlier 
than originally planned. The General Staff should be in a better position than we are to 
study this matter. 

The conference of the Political Bureau. which was held from 18 December 1974 to 8 
Jar.uary 1975. waS of historic significance. It correctly assessed the actual situation. 
grasped the law of revolutionary war and Promptly pointed out new factors so that 
it cculd equip it:_elf with the strategic determination to win victory. Toward the 
end of the cor:ference. the Political Bureau stressed more 
need to launch offensives earlier than orginally planned. 
scientific study. We must grasp opportunities after they 
them. we will be guilty before the nation. 

and more vigourous ly the 
This desire is based on 

are discovered; if we miss 

Comrade Le Duan's conclusion was totally approved by all participants in the conference 
and transformed into a resolution which affirmed: Never before have military and 
political cor.ditions been more propitious and never have strategic opportunities been 
so favorable for achieving a people's national democratic revolution in the south and 
advancing toward a peaceful reunification of the fatherland now that the movement of the 
three Indochinese countries is launching a strong offens1ve and winning ever greater 
victories. 

The Political Bureau was resolved to mobilize the greatest efforts by the entire party 
and all troops and people in beth parts of the country during the 1975-76 period; to 
step up the military and political struggle in coordination with the diplomatic struggle 
with a view to quickly and c0mprehensively changing the balance of power in our favor; 
to intensively carry cut preparatory workj and to create conditions for the launching 
of a general offensive and uprising to annihilate the enemy forces, topple the puppet 
administration from the central to local levels. win power for the people. liberate 
the south and advance toward ~-';unifying the country. 

This strategic determination was reflected in the 2-year 1975-76 strategic plan. Ac­
cording to this plan. widespread. large surprise attacks would be launched in 1975. 
creating conditions fer the general offensive and uprising in 1976. This in 1976 
we would launch the general offensive and uprising to completely liberate the south. 

Apa~t from this basic 2-year plan. the Political Bureau included in the 1975 plan 
an extremely important project or guideline of actlon--that is, if opportunities 
present'~d themselves early or late in 1975. South Vietnam had to be liberated that year. 

Part III: ~! Important Battlefield" 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese ~ Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] On 9 January 1975. 1 day after the conclusion of the Political Bureau conference. 
the standing ~)ody of the Central Military Party Committee went into session. Comrades 
Vo Chi Cong. Chu Huy Man. Hoang Minh Thao and Le Trong Tan were invited to attend so 
they would be able to throughly understand and implement the Political Bureau resolution. 
We heard a report by the General Staff on the objectives. requirements and tasks of the 
Central Highlands campaign. While in session. we received reports that the enemy had 
dispatched an airborne division from the Central Highlands to Danang. This indicated 
that the enemy had not ::et discovered the presence of our forces and our pre:)arations in 
the Central Highlands. 
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Only at this conference of the standing body of the Central Military Party Committee 
did the idea about mounting an attack on Ban Me Thuot become clear-cut. Everybody 
recognized the importance of an attack on this city. but it was neceSsary to study the 
actual situation on the spot to find a fighting method for insuring lightning success. 

The conference had just started when Comrade Le Due Tho arrived unannounced. He opened 
the door, entered and joined uS in the conference. Later on we knew that the Political 
Bureau was somewhat troubled because the idea of an attack on E8n JIt! Thuot had not been 
clearly outlined in the combat plan; therefore, it sent Comrade Tho to join uS and pre­
sent his idea that such an attack was essential. He said enthusiastically: Ilwe must 
definitely raise the problem of liberating Ban Me Thuot and Duc Lap. It would be 
abSurd if with almost five divisions in the Central Highlands we could not attack Ban 
Me Thuot. 'I Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap. secretary of the Central Military Party Cormnittee. 
concluded the conference by establishing the areas and targets of the offensive, the 
objectives of the campaign and the orders for deploying and uSing forces. He also 
suggested the fighting methods that should be applied, greatly stressing the principle 
of force. secrecy and surprise, and advised that it was necessary to deceive the enemy 
into concentration on defending areas north of the Central Highlands. 

The Central Highlands campaign was code named IICampaign 275. 'I At that time on the Central 
Highlands front, Comrade Vu Lang, the front commander. left for the Ban Me Thuot area 
with some cadres to assess the Situation. At the request of comrades Le Duan and Le 
Due Tho, the Political Bureau sent me to the Central Highlands battlefield as a 
representative of the Political EUreau, the Central Military Party Committee and the 
High Command to take field command. The comradeS of the Politieal Bureau in turn em­
braced and shook hands with me, wiShing me llBon voyage" and victory. As a revolutionary 
military man, leaving for combat duty on the battlefront was a great source of joy for me. 
I waS elated to be entrusted with this taSk by the Political Bureau. I felt joy and great 
confidence about carrying out an important party resolution which I had thoroughly under­
stood. I had felt like this during the Route 9 campaign 1n the spring of 1971 and during 
the spring-summer campaign in Quang Tri in 1972. I told Comrade Tran Van Tra following 
the Political Bureau conference: 'IThis time I will fight in the Central Highlands until 
the rainy Season. Then I will go to Nam Eo to join you in studying the battlefield 
Situation and making preparations for military activiti~S in the 1975-76 dry Season. 

The ent!re army waS geared up for battle. On 26 January 1975 Comrade Phung The Tai, 
deputy chief of the General Staff. and I viSited the 1st Army Corps, then stationed in 
N1nh Binh to entrust it with specific tasks for 1975. I talked with and encouraged 
the troops before they partiCipated in the campaign. I said! !!The activities of thiS 
army corps must be in harmony with activities of the entire battlefield, and its heart­
beat must be combined with the heartbeats of the entire south. Each blow unleaShed by 
the army corps must be strong, properly timed with other strong blows and deSigned to 
knock out the enemy. I hope the battle drums of the army corps as well as its victory 
bugle calls will be heard majestically in this symphony of the entire army and people. 
I would like to ask whether you Jmusicians J here are capable of this or not. If you 
mUSiCians say lyeS I the conductor--the Central Military Barty Committee and the High 
Command--will be ready to raise the baton at the right moment, when the opportunity 
arises. IT 
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All the troops present shouted in unison: "We can do it, we can do it" and IIWe l re 
determined to vlin, we're determined to win. II At this time in the Central Highlands we 
had the 320th, loth and 968th divisions--divisions that had gained IInlch coniJat exper­
ience on the Central Highlands battlefield. Toward the end of December 1974 the High 
Command decided to dispatch the 316th Division to this front. This division, recog­
nized for its glorious combat tradition over the past 2 decades and more, had traveled 
extensively up and down the country and fought victoriously during the anti-French war. 
DUring the war against the United States and_ its henchmen, it had left to perform its 
international duty for a long period of time. Prior to its departure for the Central 
Highlands, I visited it when it was bivouacking in Tan Ky, Ughe An PrOvince. 

In my talk with the division cadres, after informing them of developments in the situa­
tion, of the determination of tl~ Political Bureau and the Central Military Party 
Committee, and of the armyls duty to win victories in the future, I pointed out the 
strong points to be developed and weaknesses to be overcome by the division prior to 
its departure, even While on the tl'JJve by mechanized means. I quoted from a poem 
entitled "Always Keep in Our Heartsl1 by an autmr whose name I could not remember-­
which described the common bitter score that must be settled by all Vietnamese: 

Urn our country after 30 years of bearing arms, 
liThe tiDon still rerrains divided into halves. 
"Beckoning are battlefields, opportunities and duty; 
"Now is tl'e tine for us to set out together with the people of the entire country, 
liTo restore our !TOon to its full glory. II 

liThe enemy we will encounter," I told the division cadres, "is different from all tmse 
you have so far encountered. He is much more stubborn, cunning and experienced. He is 
better armed, and his cotlbat rraneuvers are ~ore craft~r. HO~·1ever, he is an ene!:ij'" \iithout 
a just cause 1-100 suffers fro:1. historical defeat, \llho is beset with all kinds of diffi­
culties, growing poorer and poorer both morally and l1a.terially and declining in terms 
of both position and strength. It would be unjustifiable if the 3l6th Division could 
not defeat the puppets, considering their general decline and the rising position of 
the southern revolution. II 

The division cadres and combatants raised their fists and shouted at the top of their 
voice: IIl'Tetre determined to win. we're determined to win. II They pledged they \-lould 
go far, reach any destination and fight victoriously. 

On the decision of the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party COmmittee, an 
organ representing the Central Military Party Committee and the High Command on the 
Central Highlands front was formed. It was composed of myself; Comrade Dinh DUc Thien, 
head of the General LogistiCS Department; Comrade Le Ngoc Huyen, deputy chief of the 
General Staff; and a number of highly experienced cadres from various organs of the 
General Staff and from various armed services and branches. Comrade Thien had gained 
much experience in organizing transport activities in support of the frontline from 
the anti-French war and e3pecially from the Dien Bien Phil canpaign. During the anti-U.S. 
war, he had led the logistical branch in overcoming all difficulties and hardships and 
insuring the transportation of all types of supplies for the armed forces to defeat 
the enemy1s war of destruction in the north and support the southern battlefields, 
and particularly in insuring the success of the Route 9 campaign in the spring of 1971 
and the campaign to liberate Quang Tri in 1972. He was an active revolutionary who 
never talked about retreating. 
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Good-humored, he was active, daring and capable in carrying out great undertakings. 
Nevertheless. being over 60 years of age and susceptible to emotional stress. he often 
displayed bad temper over things that displeased him. We had known and understood each 
other since our first meeting in the U.S. colonialists' prison before the August 
Revolution. 

I told Brother Thien while patting his shoulder: tiThe opportlIDlty has come. The 
Political Bureau has already divided the work. Old man, if you succeed this time, you 
may then rest in peace. 11 

Brother Le Ngoc Huyen had fought with me since the early days of the general uprising 
in the Second Combat Zone and in the 320th Delta Division until the end of 1953. He 
had fought against the Americans on dlrferent battlefields before jOining the General 
Staff. He understood me well-"'l,~t only my views on active offensives against the 
enemy, conduct in combat, faithful observance of orders and my attitude toward cadres, 
combatants and the people, but also my personal ideas concerning the application of 
the art of combat to each particular circumstance. He did not need instructions. 
Once the leader had established the target and the fighting method, he would see to it 
that the objective would be achieved. After being briered on his duty. he left for 
the Central Highlands to join the Central Highlands Front Command in surveying the 
battlefield situation and preparing combat plans. 

The comrade cadres from various organs of the General Starf and the various armed 
services and branches were those who had accompanied me during the Route 9 campaign in 
the spring of 1971 and the 1972 general offensive. They were experienced in coordin~t­
ing staff affairs among various armed branches. All of them were active and capable 
and understood well my work methods and leadership. Called upon to join this campaign, 
everyone of them was elated and in high 'spirits. 

In fighting the enemy, our leading cadres applied g.:'neral principles, but each one had 
his own fighting methods. As for myself. I had been sent by the party to attend a 
15-day military training class prior to the August revolution. After North Vietnam 
was completely liberated, I was invited to study at a foreign military institute, 
but I was mainly trained and improved in our struggle during which I matured and 
changed from being a party member operating clandestinely in an independent party 
chapter to a person engaged in independent revolutionary activities when I could not 
contact the party. This process of struggle helped forge my independence and boldness. 
I never overestimated the enemy but always looked for and capitalized on hiS weak 
points. even when I operated clandestinely as well as when my division-size unit was 
encircled in an area still under temporary enemy control in Thai Binh during the 
anti-French resistance in 1972. 

I alSO have my own way of fighting. Early in 1952, as commander of the 320t~1 Division­
size unit, I organized and commanded a raid on Phat Die~ town. I led my units in 
slipping through enemy positions in the Quter peripheries of a defense line about 20 
kilometers long and suddenly attacked Phat Diem town annihilating the enemy nerve center 
and occupying the town for one day. Then I led my units back to attack enemy positions 
in the outer peripheries. My friends called this tactic the I!parachutel1 or I1blooming lotus It 
method. 

I thought much of the coming battle and especially of the method of attacking Ban Me 
Thuot provinCial capital, the largest in the Central Highlands. The Phuoc Long 
victory indicated that in 1975 we were quite capable of liberating provincial capitals 
and cities. 
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It was certain that it was :nore dl.fficult to attack the provincial capitals in the 
Central Highlands than the fuuoc IDng provincial capital. At that time the Central 
Highlands, which was complsed of the five provinces of Kontum, Gia Iai, fuu 13on, Iarlac 
and Quang Due, was a jungle and mountain battlei'ield connected with bordering city areas. 
When He were pr'eparing to attack the Central Highlands, the enemy had a main force divi­
sion, seven Ranger multibattalion unlts--the equivalent of 10 reglments--and four tank 
and armored car regiments. Th~J were dePloyed in a well-organized defense position. 
~ words indistinct] the enemy :nisjudged our des in:ns. He believed that if we attacked the 
Central Highlands we would attack its northern part; therefore, he concentrated forces 
to def'end Pleiku and Kontum. He left lesser f'orces in Darlac in the southern Central 
Highlands. Ban Me Thuot city, the Darlac provincial capital, with a population of 
150, 000, was a political and economic center of the enemy, and the 23d Division head­
quarters was located there. The enemy was also mistaken in his assessment of us; he 
believed that in 1975 He Here not strong en01J.bh to attack : .... a,:;or pro';i:1c ial capitals anj 
cities a!'1(l th.at e'ten if' He att~~ke:j '!;ne:n l-!e ',]ould not se al,le to ,1efe!1~1 the::! from counter­
attaC1(. Therefore, although Pan t/[e Thuot was a vitally im}X'rtant position, pr'ior to our 
attacl{ the enemy had not deployed very strong forces there, and those that were there 
had many gaps. In areas closer to the center of the city, enemy forces were stretched 
even :'OOre thinly. Ii' we succeeded in liberating Ban Me Thuot, we would succeed in 
smashing the enemy's defense system in the Central Highlands and creating a dangerous 
and mobile combat position Hhich mieht change the situation of the battlef'ield. 

l,'!hen the decision to attack Ban Me Thuot was definitely taken, I sent a cable to the 
Central Highlands telling Comrade Le Ngoc Thuyen not to go to Hanoi to make reports but 
to stay to further study the situation 1n Ban Me Thuot city and go to the co~~nd post 
of Comrade Dong 3i Nguyen at Headquarters 559--that is, the Truong Son units--so he 
could meet me on my way to the Central Highlands. I hast1ly prepared to go to the front. 
I came to salute Comrade Truong Chinh before setting out. The comrade inquired about 
the troopsr status and preparatory work and wished us success. Comrade Le Duc Tho met 
me, shook hands and said: IIIi' we are victorious in this large battle, it will certainly 
create a very 1'avorable new p::>sition for us. stay healthy. n 

late in January 1975 I came to Comrade I.e Duan's home. He pointed out the im}X>rtance 
of the attacks on Ban Me Thuot and attacks throughout the Central Highlands and asked 
me if our forces were SUfficient. I answered: OUr troops are sufficient. If they are 
adequately used, He will gain the upper hand. He also asked if it vlOuld be necessary 
to send in more forces. The same thing had happened on various occasions when I set out 
to conduct campaigns in plst years. Comrade Le Duan frequently concerned himself with 
questions about what was lacking in the preparations of the forces and what assistance 
we m1ght need from the party Central Conun1ttee. Brother Le Duan also told me to th1nk 
soundly and devise accurate fighting methods. He said: We can achieve great success 
on the Central Highlands battlefield. If we win victories, we might be able to liberate 
the south this year, as predicted. I successively called on, shook hands with and said 
goodbye to Comrades VA Nguyen Giap, Song Hao, Hoang Van Thai and Le Quang LQo in the 
Central Military Party Conunittee. \fe had the same views and were in the same frame of 
mind. We did not say much to each other when we parted. However J the man who went to 
tlle battlefield and those who stayed behind had the same idea: This time, I certainly 
must effect a change that would be completely different from results of my previous 
mirsions. 



13 

Part IV: "'!he Path to the Front" 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 5 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] I promptly organized a group of cadres to accompany me to the western highlands. 
The group had the code name IIA-75 11

• Due to the importance of the campaig;n, my movements 
had to be kept under the strictest secrecy and everything had to be done to distract the 
enemy l s intelligence. According to plans, after my departure, the press would carry a 
number of reports on .my activities as if I were still :in Hanoi. Daily. the Volga sedan 
would make the trips from my house to the General Headquarters at 7 am and 2 pm and from 
the General Headquarters to my house at 12 noon and 5 pm sharp. Late:ill the afternoon, the 
troops would come to the courtyard at my house to play volleyball as usual, because I 
have the habit of playing volleyball after the afternoon working hours with them. 

I signed in advance the messages of' greetings on the occasion of the Army Days of the USSR 
and aDR -- February -- and of Mongolia -- March 1975 -- to be sent out when the time came. 
I prepared in advance New Year gifts and cards to be brought to the families of my 
revolutionary base at the approach of the Tet. All the preparations -- beds, hammocks. 
clothes and knapsacks of everyone in the A-75 group -- were made at the office of the 
General Headquarters; no preparations were to be made at private quarters. 

My personal secretary, who lived with his family in a community area, would pretend serious 
illness on the eve of the departure. An ambulance would bring him to a hospital, and the 
next morn~g he would begin his journey from the hospital. According to what had been 
decided upon, in all communications, information, liaison and discussions during this 
campaign, Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap would be referred to as Chien, and I as Tu.an. 

On 5 February 1977, that is, the 25th day of the 12th lunar month, I went to aia Lam air­
field to take a plane for Dong HOi. Hanoi was full of flowers at the approach of the new 
spring. I was in a general's uniform instead of the pajama-type clothes of the cadres 
gOing to the B region. 'Ibis was to give the impress ion tha t I was going to Quang Binh 
to make an inspection of the troops there. Accompanying me that day was Comrade Dinh Duc 
Thien. My personal secretary had also gone to the airfield. Only comrades Phung The Tai, 
deputy chief of General Staff, and Le Van Try. commander of the Air Force Air Defense 
Corps, came out to see us off. 

At 1030 am sharp, the AN-24 plane took off, 2 hours later than scheduled. On the plane, I 
recalled the words of the comrades in the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party 
Committee, reminded myself of the great responsibility entrusted me by the party and 
pondered over our coming fighting method in the western highlands. As brother Ba--Comrade 
Le Duan -- had said, we should think carefully and adopt a correct fighting method. Brother 
Dinh Duc 'Ihien, who sa t next to me on the plane, said: This time we move out a general 
to fight. Surely we will win. 

Entering this campaign, everywhere and everyone. from the leading cadres to the troops, 
was optimistic and filled with the spirit of achieving merits. 
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I Has anxious to reach the battlei"ield l:nme:llately on the same day so as to perfect 
the fighting method that I was mulling over in my mind, and I attentivelY followed 
each and everyone of the enemy's activities. According to our intelligence rep:Jrts, 
On ? and 10, December 1974, on the l~th :--tory of the Independence Falace, Th1eu held a 
::1eeting with the comrnanders of ar:mr corps of =nilitary regions of the puppets so as to 
assess our activities 1n 1975. They arrived at the following conclus10n: 

In 1975, "'e might riGht on a scale larger than that of 1974, but it \-Iould not be as 
that of 1968 and would be less than that of 1972. lie still were incapable of striking 
at big provincial capitals or cities, and even if we did strike at them '\lIe woUld be 
unable to hold them. We were only able to attack small and isolated provincial capitals 
such as £huoc IDng and Gia Nghia. Our main requirements in 1975 were to seize 2 million 
people in the delta, especially the Hekong River .:Qelta and to eXplnrl. the liberated areas 
in the mountain regions. Our aim was to aChieve success to pressure the~ to implement 
the Baris agreement on Vietna~. They believed that in early 1975, our direction of attack 
would be to strike at the Third Hilitary Region, mainly Tay Ninh, in an attempt to use 
Tay Ninh as th~ capital of the PRGRSV. With regard to the time of the Offensive, the 
enemy thought that we would attack either before or after the Tet until June 1975, when 
the rainy season would come and we would stop for a rest. 

On the strength of such an assessment of us, Thieu ordered the puppet generals to im~ 
mediately and relentlessly strike at the liberation armed forces first to smash our 
preparations plan. Puppet Premier Tran Thien Khiem met with commanders of military 
regions and subregions to im.llediately launch an excelerated plciflcation campaign and 
a general flaring up of activities for 3 months beginning frOm 1 January 1975, with a 
view to checking the Viet ConglG winter-spring ca:npiign. HO\.fever, because of this as­
sessment. they did not change their strategic deployment of maintaininG strength at two 
ends--the first and third tactical zones. Neither did they greatly reinforce the seoond 
tactical zone that included the western hiGhlands. 

In early 1975, they had 1.351,000 troops, out of which there ",ere '+9~,OOO regular force 
troops, 475,000 regional troops, and 381,000 armed civil buardS, comprising 13 main 
force divisions and 18 Ranger multibattal1ons. They deployed their forces as follows' 
In the first Itilitary Region, there were five main force divisions, including two re­
serve divisions and four Ranger multibattalions, 21 battalions and a number of artillery 
co~panies and squads comprising 418 artillery pieces, five armored battalions and six 
tank and armored vehicle detachments comprising some 449 vehicles, and one air force 
division Hhich included 96 fiehter planes. I'bst of the :nain force :.mits :iefe:1dcd Epe 
a :1 -" =.:a ~'a 11~ ~ • 

I'1 tl:c .sCC")"""!'~ i';!lita::':; Recio~, thc:"c l-.lCl'e t T.J0 '-aL' :['01'0.0 d.tvisions, ::;o""e""\ Ranger multi­
battalions, 14 battalions and a numbel' of artillery complnies and platoons comprising 
382 artillery pieces, .five armored battalions and 13 tanle and ar;nared vehicle detachments 
co:nprising 477 vehicles and two air force divisiOns including 138 fighter planes. J.bst 
of the main force troops were deployed to hold the ",estern highlands, the delta and the 
coastal region. In the Third Military Region there were three main force diviSions, 
seven Ranger multibattal1ons. 14 battalions and a number of artillery companies and 
platoons comprising 376 artillery pieces, seve!1 armored battalions and 15 tank and ar:nored 
vehicle detachments comprising 655 vehicles. and two air i'orce divisions including more 
than 25C fighter planes. Saigon was rJefcnued in its surroundinr; areas entirely by :1I011n 
force units. 

~---------
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In his FOUl'th Military Region, the enenw had three main fOl'ce divisions, 18 civil guard intergroups, 15 artillery battalions and 55 artillery companies consisting of 380 guns, five armOl'ed battalions and 17 armOl'ed platoons consisting of '+93 armOl'ed vehicles, one air fOl'ce division including 72 fighters, and 580 assOl'ted boats and launches. 'Ihe enenw'S main fOl'ce units defended the Can 'Iho-Chuong 'Ihien-Route No '+ area and the border. Th,e enemy committed a great strategic error in assessing our strength. 'Ihis errOl' led to fOl'mulation of incOl'rect plans fOl' deploying his fOl'ceS and incorrect combat policies and signaled a great setback for him. 

Our plane landed at Dong Hoi. Comrade Dong 8i Nguyen, commander of the 559th Troop Command. with vehicleS of the 559th '1%'oop Command from Quang '1%'i, waS on hand to meet us at the airpOl't. We went to Quant '1%'i by car. 'Ihe roads passing Ie 'Ihuy and Ho Xa Were in very poor condition, and we had a very bumpy ride. One of our comrades said these roads were the WOl'st in Indochina. Coming to the bank of the Ben Hai River, we boarded a motor boat going upstream. It was sunny, but the weather waS very cool. late in the afternoon, we landed at a river POl't in the southern part of the river and went to the 559th 'lX'oop Command in western Gio Linh. 

Part IV Continued 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Apr 76 p 3 BKjWA 

[Part IV: "'Ihe Path to the Front ") 

[Text) 'Ihe 559th 'lX'oops, as their name indicates, came into being in Mly 1959 and are subOl'dinate to the Rear Service General Lepartment. 'Ihese troops and the ArIT!! Rear Service Jranch are part of the history of combat building and development, and they manifest the revolutionary offensive spirit, a firm grasp of revolutionary violence, and c learsightedness in comba t SUppOl't ac tivities • All accomp lishments of our rear Ser'V ice cadres and comba tants have been fea ts of arms. A:ru Ie of revolutionary war is to start with small units and proceed to large-scale COl'pS and branches and then attack the cities. and the nerve centers of the enemy government. Only in this way could we defeat the enenw am liberate the fatherland. 'Ihus, we had to have an ample number of wide roads and facilities fOl' transpOl'tation of mechanized equipment to insure enough grain, food, amnunition and weapons fOl' the frontline. 

lhe strategic route east of the 'lX'Uong Son Range, which was completed in early 1975, was the reSUlt of the labOl' of mOl'e than 30,000 troops and shock youths. 'Ihe length of this route, added to that of the other old and new strategiC routes and routes uSed during various campaigns built dur1ng the last war, is mOl'e than 20,000 kms. 'Ihe 8-meter wide route of more than 1,000 kms, which we could See now, is 0Ul' pride. With 5.000 kIDS of pipeline laid through deep riverS and streams and on mountains mQl'e than 1,000 meters high. we were capable of providing enough fuel fOl' various battlefronts. More than 10,000 trans pOl'ta tion vehic leS were put on the road, inc luding a nunDer of vehicles sent from various military zones. localities and the Comnunications and 'lX'anspOl'tation Ministry to improve the transpOl'tation facilities. 

Like an efficient housewife, the Rear Service Jranch suppOl'ted the arnw's annual plan while practicing thrift, oreating reserveS daily and monthly throughout the southern battlefront, and waiting fOl' the great opPOl'tunity. It would then have to perform its duties for 0Ul' troops at home and fulfill its internationalist obligations to our fraternal countries. 



16 

It HaS extre::1ely encouraging that during the campaign our co:nbatants conrtucted opera­
tions with mechanized equipment, and on the hattlefront they had enough to eat. Even 
0'"11' A-72 ~-ration Has excellent. Pollotdnr:; this ~ampalGn, our cO::Jbatants on the l::attle­
front ce,'ja'1 to rccei'."c a nu:nl'er of heavy suns and all:nunltlon locally produced by our 
national defense workers leC;innl~ in 1')73. This t.:as also the besinning of a technical 
re·,oL~tlon in the Nattonal Jefense Production Eranch. 

The :-.101'e I 1!ent to the '!:lattlefront, the mOre I realized the [reat strenGth of the socialist 
North 'lletna::1ese rear base. The rear base Is a f'actor 'iec idlng v~ctory in a revolutionary 
Har. t:nderr:;oinc sacrifices and hardships, our heroic people in the rear did all they 
could and se~1t e"!erythine necessary in support of t~lQ frontline, including their most 
beloved sons and husbands. 

tTpo!1 com.ins to the 559th Troop Co:nma.nj Headquarters, I met COrn'ade Le Ngoc Tien who had 
just cone from the Central Highlands by car to meet me as he had promised. ~ing in a 
cottage, I could not sleep. althol.,'.,£;h niGht had long since descended, because I kept 
thinkine about the coming campaign in Hhioh we must achle ...... e victory in the Central High­
la:1ds ano., part ic 'J.larly, about how we were Going to conduct the attack on Ban Me Thuot. 
He shoHld :'ight hard to cause the ene:nyf S. quick collapse. Illy usual combat method again 
came to nind--launching surprise attacks against the enemy, conducting a lightnIng 
offensive, and s::ashing the enemy's co:n.>nand. However, I "1Ondered if all this could 
actually be carried out. 

~'le Hoke up early the :'ollovring morninc and set to work. Comrade lIien reported on the 
situation in the Central Highlands and ;>roposed a combat plan, I asked comrades Dlnh 
Duc Thien a!'ld .:on['; 3i Nguyen about the preplredness of the rear servic ... '. The~~ answered 
that all co~bat-support ite~ had teen brought to the battlefront and proposed that the 
coning battle be a big One. They said they could provide any a:nount of rice, a:nlnunition, 
gas a~d vehicles !'leede1 for troop tra!'lsportation. Their answers assured us greatly. 
Resardinc; logistics supplies, the greater the battle and the Greater and :nore Y'apid the 
'-iets:':/, tl~_e l')·:e:' "cl:e "c"'cs:,a:':- :"~llJ.Jl~· J.c~·e:'... 1:., a'ldltlo'l, e~"c~"::r "taterial a:1"1 tcci::-;.icaJ 
:"<i~~"li';;ies ':ill :_e sc ... _zc-~ 0'\:1:1 \,'.::e~l ',;:) ~:JlJPlc::1ent ours. 

Tile ~ol181..,1;1g lay, (~o:"'1rajc T~ie~ returned to Q,ua!'"l.£" 13inh to direct the shipJ:1ent of a:;1i.nu­
n1tion from there to the battlefront to supplement the ammunItion needed 1n the Central 
Highlands and give instructions on the priority order in shipping various types of 
ammunition. As for us, we continued to go farther into the rear. our vehicle's number 
plate was repainted and the marking TS-50 was addsd to it. This marking meant priority 
No 1 for the Truong Song troops. 

()n the stra te;;lc rout e, our cOT:lbatants ~'Jere act l'/ely ruildlng or rep:liring the roads. 
Female shock youtns sane and laughed Hhile worldng. They s:niled and waved at us when 
\.Je passed. They said: Com..-nander, the lunar New Year is drawine near, yet we have not 
got any letters from hO::1e. vIe stopped and gave tt,em a few hundred hairpins as gifts. 
Groups of truc;-:s roared vrhile moving northward after bringing am.1lUnition to the battle­
front. The brother drivers stretched out their hands, saying: Com.-nander, we are nOw 
on the eve of the lunar New Year and VIe ~ve no cigarettes left. 'ole handed the':l1 same 
cigarettes as Tet pres ents. 



On the way, We met Division 316 going on a military operation. 'll1is was the first 
time this division had used 500 truckS to move its men and equipment to the battle­
fr-:>nt. An order had been given to this division: From the time its men set out 
until the time they opened fire, they nust have absolutely no radio contact, so as to 
keep their operation secret. We intercepted an enemy radio message saying Division 
316 could no longer be Seen and no one knew where it was going. our combatants riding 
the truckS wp.re strong, healthy and joyful. 'll1ey waved their hats and hands and 
sang t-:> the roa·r of tanks and armored cars and the thud of long-range artillery guns, 
anti-aircraft guns and truckS of all types which followed one another, forming an 
endless 11ne like a big waterfall flowing to the front. 

'!he road to the front at that time of year was very beautiful. 

On the eve of the lunar New Year We slept under the command of Engineer Division No 
470 stationed at I A Drang. A few days before_, e~emy A-~7 aircraft conduoted. a bombing 
run near this place, setting two of our vehicles afire. 

Cadres and combatants of our infantry divisions happily welcomed the lunar New Year 
festival. Electric lights equipped with Shades for protection against enemy planes 
were used everywhere. On the morning of the first day of the lunar New Year, the 
brothers dis played flowers, glutinous r ice cakes, pork-pies, cigarettes, candy and 
jarrs on a large table. We enjoyed the festival Hith them and wished them new armed 
exploits in the neH year. 'lhe brothers sang and recited poetry. I'\)r secretary __ who 
Has not a poet but '-'1h'.) Has born in the land of· the Perfume River and the Ngu Binh 
Hounta in--read an extemporane()US 4-line poem: 

wother r:I\lan is away from home during this lunar New Year festival 
Because of our c()Untry IS great undertaking. 
']he ba tt lef ie ld expec ts him here 
To continue to score armed exploits as beautiful as flowers. 

Part V: uBattle Position Arrangements!! 
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[Text] On arrival in the Central Highlands, I established the command post west of 
fun l'-1e 'Ibuot, near the headquarters of the Fl"ont Command. Our res idence was in 
a green forest adjacent to a forest of ukhopJl1 trees, the dry leaves of which covered 
the gr:JUnd like a ye ll":JW carpet. Whenever someone wa lked on these dry leaves, they 
craoked as crisp griddle-cakes do, and the noise could be heard in every part of the 
forest. A small spark might set the forest afire. Combatants of signal and cOJrulUlni­
cations units had to work hardest here. Whenever a fire broke out and destroyed 
comnunication wires, these combatants set out to quench the fire and returned with 
their bodies as blaCk as coal miners. Another problem Has caused by herds of 40 to 
50 elephants which snapped comnunication Hires, even though sorre of' these had been 
hung on high tree branches. 

I immediately convened a meeting with the comrades responsible for the front. On 
behalf of the Cen-t::ral Military Party Committee and the High Command and according to 
their deciSion, I declared the establiShment of the Central Highlands Front Command, 
composed of Lt Gen Hoang Minh '!hao, commander; Sen Col Nguyen Hiep, political commissar; 
Sen Col Phi Trieu Ham, deputy political commissar; am fuj Gen VU lang and t»enior 
Co lone 15 Fha n Ham, Nguyen lang and Nguyen Nang, deputy commanders. 
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Cn reviewing the front situation, we noted that at that ti~e the main enemy force in 
the Central HiGhlands was composed of 1 division and 7 Ranger multlbattal10n units 
equivalent to 10 l'egLnents~ 4 armored car regiments, 8 artillery battalions and 1 air 
force d1',,1510n tvhleh were concentrated to defend mainly the northern pirt of the Central 
Highlands. The enemy stationed eight infantry regiments and fau:' .::rmored car regi:nents 
in the northern part of the Central H1shlands and stationed only two infantry regiments 
In the southern pirt, becal.'.se of the following belief of puppet Gen Iham Van fuu, com­
;aander of the 21 ~Ulltary Recion, II Corps: Plelku would certainly be attacl·~ed because 
it was the seat oi' the corps command post, because it would constitute a convenient 
steppine stone for launching an attack on Binh Dinh and also because it was near the 
supply corridor and rear bases of the liberation troops. Phu was obsessed with the idea 
that he Hho could ~ster the Central Highlands would become master of the whole of South 
Vlet!1am, that the decisive blows to be 1ealt by the liberation troo~ in the Central 
Hichlands woUld be directed at Plei1cu and Kontu!l1, and that if Pleilm and Kontu.lI were 
lost, Ban f4e Thuot would also be lost. Though the enemy forces in the Central Highlands 
had to be stretched to defend numerous tar~ets and thOUGh he had only a limited mobile 
+'crce in t:1e :;}ilitary rerion, the ene:ny could mobilize to resist us by bri:1.ging in troops 
fro:-.) the First an1 Third :Ulitary RegionD if we did not launch attacks in these regions 
in conjunction t-Tith attacks in the Central Hig::'llands. The ene1lY still had the ca.rability 
of sending reinforcements to the Central Highlands to defend this region. 

Our forces :p<4rticipatlng in the campaign t<lere composed of the main force units in the 
Central Highlands and unit~ of the High Co,":nand and the Fifth Military Region, which were 
rather Vlell prepared, had high determination and enthusiasm, and t-lere quite adequately 
supplied. ;.any of these units were fa:niliar with the battlefield and had much combat 
experience. The road networl{ to insure m:Jbl11ty during the campai~n had alreadJ' been 
completed. The stockpiling of supplies had been co:npleted, and co:nrrand p:Jsts at various 
levels were established and stabilized. A comparison with the enemy over the entire area 
of the ca:npaien showed that our infantry was not much superior to the enem;v's. However, 
be~ause He concentrated the :najority 01' our forces in the main area of the campaign, we 
achieved superiority over the enemy in this area. As for infantry, the ratiO was 5.5 
of our troops for each enemy soldier. As for tanks and armored vehicles, the ratio was 
1.2 to 1. In heavy artillery, the ratio was 2.1 to 1. But our troops Here still affected 
by certain shortcomings, such as uneven combat standards and inexperience in street combat 
and large-scale joint operations by various armed branohes. 

:)"!'ing our debate at the Front C!om."Jand Headquarters, we quickly achieved an identity of 
vie\OTs on the tas::s to be carried out during the campaign. ',le spent :-:lore time discussing 
fightinG m.ethOds but finally achie"led an identity of views . 

.:mr1ng the 1968 :·BU Than Tet general offensive, we used mainly Nell-trained forces to 
attacl-: Cities. although the balance of forr:es tilted much in favor of the enemy. As a 
result, we could not permanently occupy any city. During a month-long offensive in 1972, 
"Ie an:'lihl1ated the puppet ;d :Jivision and liberated the whole of Quang Trl Province on 1 
!-ay, but during the subseq'J.ent rainy season, activities on OUr battlefields slowed down. 
They concentrated :r:arat:~oop and :narlne d1visions and a ntL'1lber of indepen(!ent regi:nents 
to counterattacl{ with the support of U.S. air and naval forces in order to recapture 
Qual1£: Tri. After foiling the ene:ny co~nterattacks, defending the old Citadel and the 
c it~/ for 86 days, we ultimately could keep only the area north of the Trieu fuone; district, 
the old Citadel and the destroyed city. 
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This time we drew experience from previous campaigns but based ourselves IIBinly on the 
strategic tasks and require..,nts, the cbaracteristics of our situation, and specific 
battlefield conditions. It followed that tactics during the Central Highlands campaign 
should involve, on the one hand, using forces of diviSion or regi..,nt size to cut cOIlI1>.mi­
cation Routes 14, 19 and 21 in order to divide the enemy forces strategically and cut off 
and isolate the central Highlands from the coastal delta. en the other hand, according to 
the goals of the campaign, the tactics should involve isolating Ban M!I Thuot from Ple1ku, 
and Ple1ku from Kontum, sill1lltaneously and actively carrying out diversionary tactics to 
attract the enemy to the northwestern part of the Central Highlands in order to enable our 
side to mintain secrecy and surpriSe in the south until we opened fire on Ban 1* Thuot. 
Diversionary tactics would erable us to organize relatively strong regi ... nt-sized combined 
arms surprise attack forces. Rather than pOSition them for attacks, we would be able to 
move them from remote areas and bypass targets outSide the city to suddenly and deeply 
thrust into the City. \'le would then he able to act in conjunction with sapper and infantry 
units secretly positioned there prevlously to rapidly annihUate key targets and posltlons. 
After attacking and occupying springboard areas in the city, we would be able to attack 
from within the City to annihUate isolated bases whlch had lost contact with their head­
quarters and were consequently plunged into panic. At the same tilll!, it would be necessary 
to form a powerful combined arms reserve force to readUy defeat enemy counterattacks ailled 
at recapturlng Ban M!I Thuot. 

It was lmpossible to attack Ban M!I Thuot city directly at the beginning of the campaign 
because when I arrived at the front, the comrades statloned at the spot had previously 
positioned powerful forces between DUc Lap and r.ak Soong with a view to annihilating the 
enemy and liberating part of Route 14 to clear the strategic corridor leading to Nam 1lO. 
Moving troops back would waste time and simultaneously create numerous difficulties, espe­
Cially in view of the need to lTBintain secrecy. It was, therefore, necessary to attack 
DUc Lap first and then attack Ban Me Thuot the next day after isolating DUc Lap and de­
ploying forces to encircle it tightly. 

\/e continued to study the Situation in Ban Me Thuot City more carefully. After infiltrating 
Ban Me Thuot for recol"U1.Qissanoe purposes, a battalion cadre returned and reported that the 
city was very large, as large as Haiphong. ~ve know that :san Me Thuot was not as large as 
I'.aiphong and that it appeared larger in the eyes Of our scout because it was l'Ilther large, had 
many high buUdings and was brightly lit by neon lamps. ;Ie asked some revolutionary organi­
zations in the City to get out and report on the Situation. Comrade Bul San (Dang Tran Thi), 
member of the Standing Committee of the party cOmmittee for the 5th Region, am comrade can, 
secretary of the ])lrlac PrOVincial Party Conmittee, also cane to our COllllBnd post and intorned 
us of the political situation, the movellEnts in the region and the situation of our organ i­
za tiona. \-lhen talking with Comrade Vo Chi Cong at a meeting of the Central Military Party 
Com",ittee in HanOi, I had already proposed that people should be sent to IIBke preparations 
and grasp the situation so that on my arrival in the Central HighlandS, I might meet and 
work with them. lie had Just captured a spy of the puppet 45th RegilllOnt and, on lnterrogating 
hlm, !'I'thered addltional information on the situation. 

Throughout the preparatory period, we closely and firmly followed the enemy troop situation 
and movellEnts hour by hour. By listening to enemy radio statiOns, we learned that the 
enemy commanders had ordered reconnaissance elenEnts to find our 10th Division at all costs. 
Our campaign COlll'D8.nd ordered that more secrecy should be kept about our strength, that recon­
naissance cadres and agents should venture out only on receiving orders to that effect, and 
that troops should continue to carry out diversionary tactics to mke the enemy believe 
that the lOth Division was still stationed in the northern part of the Central Highlands. 
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For several days in a row, enemy artillery shelled areas around Ban Me Thuot to support 
reconnaissance and Ranger groups carrying out activities further in our direction. Enemy 
aircraft bombed our key defense positions in northern Kontum~ enemy reconnaissance planes 
flew daily over Due Co and northwestern Kontum, and more enemy troops were moved to 
Pleiku. 

Part V Continued 
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[Part V: "Battle Post tion Arrangements"] 

On the evening of 25 February, in a forest of Darlac and amid the regular explosions of 
enemy shells, we and the Central Highlands Front Command met and decided to attack and 
occupy Ban Ne Thuot. We had a plan to attack the enemy before he could strengthen his 
defense forces and a plan to attack the enemy according to previously proven tactics. 
on behalf of the High Command, I ratified and signed the map indicating the lines to 
be followed by our troops to advance toward Ban He Thuot, Comrade Commander Hoang J.linh 
Thao and Comrade political Commissar Nguyen Hiep put their Signatures beside mine. We 
shook hands and wished one another success. After signing, I Voiced my opinion as follows: 

We should attack the enemy in a way and at a moment quite unexpected by him so as to in­
flict the greatest surprise. This method would prove very dangerous to the enemy. We 
should use all measures and forms. concentrate our thoughts and strive to maintain the 
factors of secrecy and surprise in order to attack the enemy according to the plan to attack 
before he coUld strengthen his forces. If ~ allowed the enemy to strengthen his forces 
and be on guard, we should attack according to the second plan; in the latter case, it 
would be likely that more difficulties would arise, but we would certainly be victorious 
anyway. up to that moment, the enemy had not yet thought about the possibility of our 
organizing an offensive with large-scale forces. The enemy had not yet clearly realized 
that our forces were on this side of Ban Me Thuot Since he could not detect our movements. 
In the coming days, it would be necessary to continue to make the enemy believe that our 
main thrust would be toward Kontum and Pleiku to provide an opportunity for our plan. It 
would be necessary to intensify activities in Konturn and Pleiku in the corning days to 
further confirm the enemy's mistaken belief. 

Some questions now arose. First, What form of attacks should be launched on large cities 
and municipalities? Cons1deI'ing that we were at the final stage of the revolutionary war 
and that we had become stronger than the enemy, we should certainly launch large-
scale destructive attacks and liberate cities and towns. There could be no alternative. 
As far as our advantages in an attack on Ban !~e Thuot were concerned, we had nearly three 
diviSions against the enemy's one regular regiment of the 23d Division and three Civil 
guard multibattalion units. Thus, the enemy ~s in a weak and isolated pOSition. However, 
he ~s in a large city ~ch had a very complex layout, and he had an organized defense 
system at his disposal. Furthermore, coordinating large forces among the various armed 
branches to attack a big city was still new to us. These were the issues that deserved 
consideration. 
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In the attack on Ban Me Thuot city, we would use a force many times stronger than that of 
the enemy, consisting of strong spearheads of' attack composed of various combined arms 
and various sapper and infantry batta110ns which had been secretly deployed well :in advance 
to thrust directly into the city center and oocUpy the two airfields J quickly destroying 
the enemy1s nerve center and then fanning out to annihilate enemy troops outside the city. 
This flght:lng me thad invel ved two dlfficul t tasks: Firs t J it was necessary to effec t 
combat coordination and command in accordance with unified plans concerning times and 
activities so as to be able to bypass the enemyls outlying defense positions and move 
close to the city. Second, it waS necessary to ma:intain secrecy and gain the advantage 
of surprise over the enemy until we opened fire. By satisfactorily carrying out these 
two tasks, the enemy would be quickly knocked out in a period of less than even the 7 to 10 
days which you comrades had initially plarmed. The balance of forces here allowed us not 
only to destroy the enemy and occupy the city, but also to keep a reserve force to destroy 
counterattacking enemy forces, firmly defend our gainS and develop our orfensive position. 
This waS because the entire Central Highlands area waS isolated from the rest of the 
southern battlefield, not just Ban Me Timot--not to mention that the coordination of our 
activities between the various battlefields and the Central Highlands further limited 
the enemy1s ability to send big reinforcements to this battlefield. 

It must be added that it would be best to capture key enemy leaders so as to settle the 
battle more quickly. This was of course very difficult to realiZe because key enemy leaders 
always stayed deep inside their defenses and were heavily guarded. We held thorough 
discussions and agreed on a new fighting method characterized by boldness and surprise. 

It must also be said that the Ban Me Thuot battle would be a key battle opening the 
campaign. Quickly bringing down the enemy, ,destroying him, liberating and firmly defending 
the city, repelling the enemy's counterattacks and developing the battle gains were closely 
interrelated actions that would be taken not only in the attack on Ban Me 'TIlUot but 
also in the whole central Highlands campaign. 

By maintaining the element of surprise concerning the target, the time and the fighting 
method, isolating the enemy and bringing into playa decisively superior force without 
the enemy1s knowledge, we would insure fewer losses and quicker Victory in battle. The 
dry season was very important to us. We must not waste even a day or an hour in launching 
repeated attacks and scoring successive Victories. In short, this was our fighting 
method aimed at destroYing the enemy and liberating a big city like Ban Me Thuot. This 
waS a very creative fighting method that reflected the ideology and active offensive 
spirit of a revolutionary army. It was the result of a careful, scientific process to 
survey, study and analyze all problems with a view to accurately determining a solution 
and conducting a highly developed military campaign. By realizing this goal, we would 
gain more experience to continue liberating other cities on the Central Highlands front, 
like Phu Bon, Gia Nghia, Pleiku and Kontum. 

Second, after selecting a correct fighting method, it was necessary to realistically and 
closely organize combat actions for each regiment, battalion and lowest-level unit, as 
well as for each wing, spearhead or armed branch. EspeCially, it was necessary to organize 
mechanized units to conduct deep surprise thrusts and to coordinate combat activities 
within the city. With only high determination and boldness, but without good close 
combat coordination, we might not be able to win or quickly finish the battle and might be 
subject to serious losses. 
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Third. it was necessary to correctly implement various policies. Ban Me Thuot city 
was a political. economic. social and religiooo center in the Central Highlands. Its 
population was composed or Montagnards. Catholics. Protestants and Buddhists. as well as 
bourgeois plantation o~ers and roreign residents Who had lived there ror decades under 
neocolonialism. The situation, therefore, was very complex. Upon entering the city. our 
troops moot maintain a correct attitude and conduct themselves properly. They moot 
strictly implement all prescribed policies. observe discipline. assist the local party 
committees, win the people1s hearts and quickly stabilize the people's lives after 
liberation. 

Fourth, it was necessary to set up a military management system after liberation. once 
the tasks and the organ were established. the leader moot be chosen. Military management 
aUairs \/ould be both complex and new. I \/ould discuss this issue with brother BUi San 
and the Darlac Provincial Party Committee. Nevertheless. the matter now stood as rollows: 
Ir we had an organization. a starr in charge or it and the partioipation or the armed 
forces, we Would be able to do this. Here we had an advantage--Comrade Colonel I Bloc, 
who was or an ethnic minority nationality and was a man loved and respected by the local 
people. We exchanged views with the 5th Region Party Committee' and suggested to the Central 
llilitary Party Committee and the High Command that ir the City was liberated. Comrade I 
Bloc shoUld be promoted to the rank of senior colonel and appointed chairman of the Ban 
He Thuot Military I!anagement Committee. 

Firth. Ban Me Thuot city served as the rear base of the 23d Division. The base areas 
of the various regiments and a network of large storage facilities were situated there. 
The city also had many enterprises and industrial establishments of the bourgeoisie. It 
was necessary to satisfactorily protect these establishments and restore their operations. 
This would be a very complex task: Public property must be controlled; the people1s prop­
erty must be respected; and the property belonging to the bourgeoisie must be dealt with 
in accordance with set policies. Comrade NgQyen Lang. deputy commander in charge of 
logistics. would help the local authority carry out this task. Vehicles. equipment and 
weapons must be collected. Grain, food and other things which were of use to the army 
must be satisfactorily maintained. 

Sixth, it ~s necessary to apply experiences gained in Phuoc Long. After liberation, we 
could immediately use POWls,especially soldiers ~o were drivers of trucks, tanks. 
armored cars and road-bUilding vehicles, or artillerymen, in the course of our operations. 
If we wre in a strong and victorious posit1on, w would be able to do this. In short. 
we must pay utmost attention to making use of captured materiel and POW's in combat 
operations. Of course, we must be vigilant and closely guard them. 

Part V Continued 
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[Part V: "Battle Position Arrangements"] 

[Text] The last problem I want to discuss with you is the ract that the deadline for us 
to start attacking Ban Me Thuot was drawing near. If preparatory efforts had been prolonged. 
our plan could have been exposed. It was necessary to launch the attack on schedule. 
because the other battlefields were to coordinate their operations with ours. 
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We Imew that the enemy would find it very difficult to resist us ont 8llJJ f'.ront1a inhSourtll' 
Vietnam. Though Ba Me Thuot was the main city in the Central Highlands, other places were 
also considered important by the enemy because they were nearer 'Saigon a.ndJ Danang." 
Thus. once attacked simultaneously on many battlefields. the enem~ would be force~_to. 

look at the overall picture to see what direction our main strategic. of.fel'lS;ive would __ 
follow; thus he would not immediately deploy his general reserv;es." P,t .the ,be-ginninghche­
would use forces of the army corps to res is t us. but the forces of .II Corps. were not 
numerous. and. 5 inoe the roads leading to the Central Highlands and; Ban Mel Thuotl had e 
been cut off. the possibility of military airlifts woUld be limited.. 'fuexei'are:, Qur. 

activities were very important, and the greatest efforts had to be made to prese~ve 
secrecy. Comrades at the front had t.e go to the spot to help vari01.tS Ul'liits,. etS':Pe:c:La:li1y 
men of the 3l6th Regiment who had just arrived and who were not familiar with :the battle­
field and therefore could not engage in combat too soon. Nevertne.lle'Ss!, ;jjt: wag no'b adivr:Esable 
to prepare too slowly or to procrastinate. 'The Central MUitary Party Comm:1Jttee! and, the 
High Conunand thought an attack on Ban Me Thuot would strongly shake the ove.rall balttle 
position of the enemy and that the success of this particular ca~and lt~t oft th~ 
battle in general would bring about a deep change that would plUIllge! the ensny intOl rather 
great internal disturbances. There was no alternative: Since the enemy wa5 waging 
a counterrevolutionary war, we had to wage a revolutionarY war. AS long as: he 'continued 
the war, he would become weaker; as long as he continued the r~v.Qlut~;wanR ~ fought 
according to the tao tics that had been adopted, we would become stronger: ... 

There were still many tasks to do. Since we had exchanged view:!- CIl1l! 'rea:cHed! una.n:Lmo'li5 

agreement, and since these views had become resolutions, we had t'o do our best to cooperate 
to satisfactorily fulfill our mission -- that is, annihilate the enemy, liberate Ban 
Me Thuot city and expand the offensive to liberate all of belOVe<! 3oUtl1c:V:fieItnamJ ''ll1el Front 
Command had to assign comrades to specifically prepare for the attac~ on Ban ~ Thout and 
assign others to specifically supervise, guide and help units deploy] f'ore.e& J.n 1p05.itions 
that would split and encircle the area according to plan. Since the meet:ing WCilS attended 
by almost all the persons concerned -- such as representatives of the var.iouz. ruiv1sions 
armed branches, and organs -- on behalf of the central Military Party .C'ommttteeo and High 
Command, I ratified the resolution and combat project of the General High C.ommand, and I 
ratified the resolution and combat project of the Central HighlandS FronvOommand. 

Exerting all our strength and intelligence, we had to carry out numerous taSiksl to insure 
that the factors of surprise, swift attack and rapid conclusion of the battle. favored us 
until our long-range shells exploded on the enemy in Ban Me Thuot city. We had to fully 
insure that all party committees from high to low and all cadres and combatants fully 
realized the significance of this battle; tha t they displayed a high spirit of valor, 
shrewdness and creativity while fighting; and that they understood and implemented 
exactly the fighting methOds we had discussed. If we did this, we would certainly win 
complete victory. 

Since the enemy was still mainly concerned about defending the northern part of the Central 
Highlands, we intensified our diversionary activities, mobilized people in the liberated 
areas of Kontum and Pleiku to actively build and repair roads and directed troops to 
cooperate with localities in holding many meetings to greet troops coming to liberate 
Pleiku and Kontum. 

On 1 March. the 968th Division destroyed two posts along Route 19, west of Pleiku, 
adjacent to Thanh Na district. The enemy thus became more convinced that our side was 
preparing to attack Pleiku, and he hurriedly sent the 45th Regiment from Thuan Man, at 
the bifurcation of Route 14 leading to Ehu Bon, to 'Ihanh An on 3 March. 
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seeing !that 'the eneony had fallen 1nto our trap, I advised comrade Heeng Minh Thao to 
ins,truct the 968th .Divj.sJ..on to attack more vigorously, to provide additiot1l1 large shells 
to the regiment to enable it to pound Cu Hanh airfield and also to instruct Comrade 
Thanh Son"the dividon "~nder, to implelll!nt the tactic of creating disturbances. 

<h 4 ItLrch,' the'95th 'Ile'g1ment and the 3d Division of the 5th Military !legion destroyed a 
series of positions and 'cut two portions of Route 19 east and west of An Khe. The 
enemy sent 2 regi ... nts of the 22d Division from Binh Dinh to clear the area east of An Khe 
and sent the 2d <:avalry 'IlriBl'de from Pleiku to clear the area west of An Khe. Pham van 
;Phu did hiS beat' to strengthen the defense 01" the northern part of the central Highlands, 
lIB1nly Ple1ku. He ordered the 4th and 6th RallBl"r multibattalion units to advance northwest 
of Kontum and Pleiku 1n .order to look for the loth and 320th divisions, which had previously 
dealt the enemy heavy bl.ows from 1972 to 1974. The enemy artlllery and aircraft focused 
.his attacks. on Any areas .in which he thought our troops were stationed or our artlllery 
established, 

Mlanwhlle, the' 'J2oth Div1sion rena1ned quiet west of Route 14; it was stationed only 4 
kllo ... ters ':from the portion of this route linking the ya Ieo bridS" with (?Phi Se). 
On 3 ItLrch, this division had sent the 9th Battalion to cross Route 14; then it turned 
around east 'of' ThURn ItLn district town and was ready, on receiv1ng orders, to occupy 
the stretch of reed between Thuan Man and Cheo !leo to prevent the enemy from coming 
from Phu Bon to strengthen his positions along Route 14 or from fleeing Thuan ItLn toward 
Cheo Reo. It must be said that this battalion moved very sklllfully and secretly. Though 
detached from the division and act1ng 1ndependently, it installe4 secret telephone wires 
<lnderground' along Route 14 to establish dally contact with the division, which was statio..,d 
more than 20 kilometers away, :re was preCisely this 9th Battalion which later was the first 
unit ,of the 320th Division to 1ntercept enemy troop fOrllBtions east of Phu Bon when they. 
were ,withdrailing from Ple'1ku to Phu Yl>n along Route 7. The loth Division was at that time 
secretly concentrating troops and artillery in areas adjacent to DuC lap and oak Soong, 
southwest of Ban Me Thuot, and actively !laking overall preparations to open fire on time 
.. ccording to plan. 

Hh 5 ItLrch, the 25th Division got out to cut Route 21, on the stretch east of (?Si Kut) 
and destro",d a convoy of more than 80 vehicles. Thus, as of 5 ItLrch, enemy troops were 
'1solated from the delta; however, they stlll could conmunicete between the southern and 
northern parts of the central Highlands, beceuse we had not ",t cut Route 14. Every day 
about ;60;1;0 80 ,mllitary and civllian vehicles of the enemy circulated nornally • 

.At this ;POint., L must say clearly why we did not cut Route 14 at the same time we out 
'Routes 19 and 121~ OUr lllans did include tightly blocking Route 14 to isolate Ban Me Thuot 
.from Ple-1kui thel.quest1on was, when to do so? If we cut off Route 14 at an early date, 
our intention to' attack Ban Me Thuot would be exposed. Also, to cut Route 14 at two 
places north and 'south of Thuan ItLn district town, it would be necessary to attack and 
seize the town; if we atta1>ked and seized this town, the enemy would know that we had a 
division north tOf Ban Me Thuot. Under such circumetances, the eremy would f1nd a way to 
send additional' forces to strengthen Ban Me Thuot and would clear reeds by using heli­
copters to land ,troops or .by launch1ng attacks to clear Route 14. If he did this, the 
fight1ng might soon beco ... intensive and thus the factor of secrecy prior to the attack on 
Ban Me Thuot would vanish. 
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Our intention Has to start attackinc; Ban Ne Thuot and simultaneously to attack TI1Uan Han 
diGtrlct town and to cut Route 14; however, we should have a larGe force available, 
because if the enemy learned of our intention to attack Ban 11e Thuot before we cut 
the route and sent reinforcements of regiment size or larger from Pleiku southward by 
Route 14, we should immediately maneuver troops and prepare ambushes to annihilate 
these reinforcements and, at the same time, block Route 14. Carrying out this DIan 
Has not easy. We had to watch the situation closely and make careful calculations. 
The man who directly corrunanded this battlefront was the commander of the 320th 
Division. Eneoy vehicles were traveling the road without incident. In combat we 
could not at all times understand the enemyls intentions and acts. l'breover, Our 
opponent in this battle vlaS perfidious and strong. Therefore, we had to consider 
the pros and cons and make careful calculatiOns before giving orders to the 320th 
Division to attack the enemy and cut the route. 

An incident occurred: At noon of 5 Ha.rch, a battalion of the 320th Division destroyed 
a 14-vehic Ie military convoy and two I05-mIn guns on Route 14 between wes tel'n Thuan Han 
and Ban Me 'll1uot, seizing all weapons and capturing prisoners of war, aIOOng them an 
artillery first lieutenant and his Wife. The 320th Division reported to the Front 
Command that during the past 2 days the enemy had sent another battalion of the 45th 
Regiment to T1lUan Ma.n and that this battalion was searching for our troops on the 
western side of Route 14 in an effort to detect Our whereabouts. Our ro~ces tried to 
elude the enemy and refrained from opening fire in order to maintain secrecy. 'Ihe 
movements of enemy troops on Route 14 became roo:.;'e intensive. The 320th Division 
deCided to attack this enemy convoy on 5 Harch becauGe it guessed that the eneIDY' 
might have gradually sent units of the 45th P eiment to strengthen the defense of 
Ban Me Thuot. The 320th Division suggested that orders be issued to occupy the Route 
14 battleground, block the route, attack Thuan Man and annihilate the entire battalion 
of the '15th Regiment defending Thuan 11an. 

Comrade VU Lang briefed me on this situation and asked for my instructions. I understood 
the 320th Divisionis concern about its responsibility as well as the tenSion, which 
was mounting as the division was forced to be silent, while waiting for an opportunity 
to serve the interests of the entire front. Being a large unit, the division was 
naturally tense while hidine from the eneny recormaissance eleJrents and small units, 
which trembled with fear while searching for our troops. 

Part V Continued 
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[Part V: "Battle Position A.rrangements '1 J 

[Text] Reviewil'lG enemy activities of the past few days, we knew that he Has cautiOUS 
in dealing with us and had not yet devised any specific plan of action. He continued 
to focus his attention on the western Central Highlands and was busy clearing Route 19. 
In short, his assessment of the situation remained unchanged. We were able to 
maintain secrecy. vIe had to continue to do so and deceive the enemy as long as we 
could in order to intensively prepare for the key battle. After fUrther discussing 
the battle situation with Comrade Le Ngoc Hien, I C;ave orders to the 320th Division 
to continue to lie in wait, to avoid engagements with the searching reconnaissance 
units and not to attack the enemy on Route 14. Everybody had to do what had been 
deCided upon. 
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Meanwhile, I instructed the Front Command to have the captul'ed artillery first lieutenant 
interrogated. At midnight my secretary reported to me on the results of the interrogation: 
the attacked enemy convoy has carried some personnel of a company of the 45th Regiment to 
Ban Me Thuot for a rest, and new recruits would be sent the next morning to replenish the 
regiment's units in Pieiku. The trip of the 14-vehicle convoy from Pleiku to Ban Me Thuot 
was not unusual and was not designed to strengthen the defense of Ban Me Thuot. But because 
the enemy had been attacked, he was now aware of our presence on Route 14, some 30 kilometers 
south of Pleiku. 

My secretary further reported to me on a new incident: The Front Command reported that a 
group of officers of our artillery regiment had had an engagement with the enemy west of 
Ban Me Thuot on 5 March while on a reconnaissance mission. one of our combatants waS wounded 
and captured with his diary. I thought: !!We will attack Ban Me 'l'huot within 4 days. What 
will the enemy do in the coming days? So far, he has misunderstood us as far as our main 
offensive target is concerned; but if similar inCidents revealing Our secrets continue to 
occur, the enemy will certainly reassess the situation. He is now intensively seeking to 
understand our intentions. II I telephoned Comrade Vu Lang to remind him to closely cheek 
the implementation by each soldier of all regulations on the preservation of secrecy. 

On the morning of 6 March, the intelligence staff cadre reported to rue that according to 
monitored enemy information the enemy had moved the 3d Battalion, 53d Regiment; an armor 
company; and a civil guard battalion to Quang Nhieu, 11 kilometers northeast of Ban Me 
?hout. Immediately after that the chief combat operations officer of the battlefront 
telephoned a report on how each of the enemy spearhead elements had been conducting search 
operations 1n this area. Our artillery, tank and engineer units, which had been preparing 
movement routes and reassembly areas here, withdrew to the rear for concealment. However, 
if the enemy prolonged his search operations to 8 March, our preparations for launching 
an attack on the city from the north would be affected. The enemy might have captured 
some of our combatants with documents and begun to suspect that we would attack from this 
direction. Nevertheless, even though the enemy knew about our artillery positions north 
of Ban Me Thuot. he certainly could not be sure of our preparatiOns to attack the city, 
even though he might assume that we were prepared to shell the city as we had done before. 
The enemy could not find out anything else here. 

After talking with brother Le Ngoc Hien, I asked him to go to the front command post and 
to see to the following with the command staff: Our elements from Quang Nhieu would continue 
to avoid the enemy ta maintain their concealment, but they should be prepared to wipe out 
completely any enemy spearhead if it went deep into our staging areas. The enemy IS behavior 
in this direction should be carefully watched so that we could take appropriate, concrete 
countermeasures, depending on each circumstance. If the enemy did not withdraw to Ban Me 
Thuot until the afternoon of 6 March--the enemy's normal rule here was to conduct a l-day 
search if he suspected something, and if nothing could be detected, he withdrew--the 320th 
DiviSion would be or~ered to prepare to overrun the Chu stronghold on Route 14, north of 
Bunon Ho on 7 April in order to attract the enemy toward this direction, creating conditiOns 
fOr our units from Quang Nhieu to continue their preparatory tasks. If the enemy continued 
to conduct searching operations on 7 March, on 8 March the 320th Division would attack 
'l'huan Man, completely sever Route 14 to attract the enemy troops from Ban Me Thuot and at 
the same time be prepared to attack enemy troops coming from Pleiku. 
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Just as we expected, at noon on 6 r-1arch we intercepted the following enemy report: 
The puppets had taken one of our seriously wounded combatants to a hospital and were 
trying to save his life so that the 23d Division commander CQuld personally interrogate 
him. However, our combatant who was then carried by Our troops from the enemy hospital 
to his unit. 

On 7 11arch we overran Chu Te in 30 minu tes. a llowing us to 5 trengthen Our blocking 
pOsitions on Route 14, but the enemy had still not withdrawn fro~ Quang Nhicu. On 
& 113.rch Division 320 attacked and occupied TIman Mln district town and severed Route 
14. At noon the enemy forces in Quang Nhieu hastily abandoned their operations and 
withdrew to Ban r'E 1huot. On 9 March we occupied we lap district town, Dak Soong 
and Nui Lua as planned, completely opening the north-south strategiC corridor east 
of Truong Son. To the north we annihila ted Thalil An district town and on Route 19 
we were closiI1G in west of Pleiku city. So, by 9 r.1arch we had annihilated two enemy 
elements, completed our stratesic and campaign maneuvers, severed the Central Highlands 
from the delta and the south from north of the Central Highlands, and totally besieged 
and isolated Ban Me Tlmot city. Another step had been cOr.1pleted in our war of wits 
against the enemy, with another victory for us. 

However, the enemy remained overconfident and our oP='rations had further exacerbated 
his mistaken estimates. When we overran Duc Lap district town the enemy still thought 
we were trying to open Route 14 to Nam Eo and continued tryinG to counter our attacks 
west of Pleiku. It would be too late and too difficult for the enemy to react now, 
even though it knew for sure that we would attack Ban l-1e Thuot. Nothing could 
break our deployment of forces now. 

On 9 filarch I sent a res sage to the Central Military Party Conunittee and to the Political 
fureau, reJ;X)rting combat results from 1 March until the liberation of Duc Lap and 
citing some main features of the entire campaign plan. This plan had not been mentioned 
before, merely for the sake of secrecy. 'Ihe last part of the message said: \'/e will 
attack Rm r~ 'Ihuot on 10 !<\1rch. Further development of the situation and major 
remarks, if any, will be reported later. We are all fine. Brothers Thien and 559 have 
positively supported this campaign. All requirements have been met. Units are up 
to strength, and tl'OOpS are strong and have sufficient weapons and equipment. Troop 
morale is high. Never before could such a powerful, concentrated attack be staged 
here as it will be this year. Only books and newspapers are in short supply or 
arrive late. lVish you all in the Central Hilitary Party Committee and the Political 
Bureau good health. [signed] Tuan. 

After checking all the reserve ammunition depots in the rear and receiving the plan 
to continue to ship ammunition to meet all eventualities, Comrade Dinh Duc Thien 
went along the western side of Truong Son to the command post. For some days now 
he had been conducting a final inspection of all preparations made by the rear units. 
At 1900 on 9 March we gradually began calling all units by telephone. They all 
repOrted that they had completed all preparatiOns and had accomplished the prescribed 
objectives. '!he 11I)vement of the unit assigned to the Route 14 position was the rrost 
complicated and difficult because it had to move 85 mrn flat trajectory guns on 
bamboo rafts across the Xre Poc River. Units coming from south of the city had also 
arrived in the aSSigned positions from which they WOuld launch attacks • 
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The assault units of the various armed branches which were to attack enemy strongholds 
with their armored vehicles only after the offensive order was given were now in combat 
formations, ready for the attack. Their commanders promised me they would resolutely fulfill 
their missions. I hoped that they would do a gOOd jOb, win victories with minimun 
casualties. fight quickly and fulfill their duties. I asked them to convey my best regards 
to their soldiers before they went to battle. 

On the night of 9 March we were at the command post. watching developments in the situation 
and awaiting D-hour. staff officers sitting around me could not conceal their joy and 
emotion as the important moment drew near. For those soldiers who were braced for the 
fighting that night, waiting i'l)r D-hour was like waiting for New Year's Eve to come. 
All our soldiers, from the top brass to the rank and file, had been awaiting this "New 
Year's Eve" for many years now. What a' tranquil night in the Truong Son Range: But 
tens of thousands of men were moving to their targets. 

All commanders, 
the last time. 
Highlands could 
We had led them 

some of whom had white hair, were now checking their plans on maps for 
It was certain that at this moment the puppets from Saigon to the Central 
not guess how we were going to act. Nor could they calculate our strength. 
from one mistake to another in assessing the situation here. 

We all hoped that D-hour would begin with many advantages. SUr great rear was quiet and 
peaceful at th!s hour. We were sure that the comrades in the Political Bureau and the 
Central Military party Committee were restlessly following the situation on this battlefront. 
The great rear was doing its best to satisfy all our needs and requirements for launching 
a large-scale offensive and winning great victories on the frontline. Our rear was 
really herOic and great. 

I told Front Commander Hoang Minh Thao on the phone: We should go ahead with our plan. 
Nothing has been changed. Make sure the Signal task is performed well. This will help 
you command your units and control the situation. Be in close contact with me by all 
three means in order to promptly exehange Our views and handle the situation properly. 
After the situation is controlled and decisions are made, orders must be given to the 
lower echelons to carry them out tmmediately w1thout further discussion, Wish you success. 

Part VI: IIAttack on the Stronghold" 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnauese 12 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] At 0200 sharp on the morning of 10 March, the Offensive on Ban Me Thuot was heralded 
by the fire from sapper units directed against the Hoa Binh and city airfields. Long-range 
artillery began destroying military targets in the city. From a point 40 kilometers 
from ban me thuot, our tank unit started their engines. knocked down trees wh1ch had been 
cut halfway in advance, headed for Ban Me Thuot, on the xre poc rover, MOdern ferryboats 
were rapidly assembled, While tanks. armored vehicles, ant1aircraft guns, and antia~ored 
car guns fo~ed queues to cross on the ferries. The mounta1ns and forests of the Central 
Highlands were shaken by a fire storm. 

From the command post, I could clearly hear the regular and rapId explosIon of our shells, 
I called Hoang Minh Thao and we talked over a telephone equipped with a tape recorder. 
Here Is a report on some aspects of the situation that day: 
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No sooner had the artillery opened fire than the 118hts in the city went off. ']he 
city airfield was ablaze. and so was the Ma.:[ Hac Ie depot. Tanks were moving into 
areas and waiting. :lappers had occupied the city airfield. At 0400, a unit thrUst 
toward tne 6-point intersection and met a unit of the 95th regiment. At 0630, our 
troops entered the rice depot. At 0700, our troops occupied the Mai Hac te munitions 
depot. The enenw fled southwest to Chi lang hamlet. At 0710, our infantry units came 
to within 300 meters of the sector. At 0705, [time as heard], our troops intercepted 
an enenw armored force advancing toward the 23d Infantry DiviSion. At 0725, the guns 
stopped firing. At 0730, our tanks advancing from tne nortn and west arrived in the 
Mli Hac Ie area. that is. the armored car area. '!he units Which had made a deep 
thrust had passed the broadcasting station area and Were advancing to the 23d Division's 
communications center. At 0745, our tankS infiltrated the operations command center 
of the Sec tor, and one began firing on the command pes t of the 23d Div is ion. 'lbe 
northern part of the city was occupied. In the southern part of the city, our troops 
had entered tne arnw church and (?cut off) peak 560. At 0915, Hoa Binh district town, 
including the command area and the underground Shelters, was completel¥ occupied. We 
annihilated part of the enenw forces while the remainder fled southward, pursued by 
our troops. fut still our troops could not enter the armOl"ed car area. 

'!he enenw air force had acted, concentrating its attacks on the northern part of the 
city. We ordered the 3d regiment, which was equipped witn antiaircraft guns, to come 
and begin firing at the enenw aircraft. At 1000, our troops attacked and seized the 
Anh Lao Hotel at the 6_point intersection crossroad. At 1100, two of our tanks started 
attacking the enenw sector command who aSked their superiors for permission to withdraw. 
']he onl¥ places where enenw aircraft could land safel¥ were the stadium and the flag­
staff field __ all the other areas were occupied by our forces. At the Hoa Binh airfield, 
we captured four blockhouses, the control tower and the s18nal tower. The enenw 
directed the 3d Battalion there to resist, but tnis attempt failed. At 1430, the 
enenw sector command fled from its headquarters. At 1515, we intensivel¥ shelled the 
training center. 

']herefore, by 1700 on 10 March, we had occupied the major part of the city, and while 
we had attacked the area of the 23d Infantry Division and the sector command post we 
had not yet completel¥ occupied it. 'lbe enenw's artillery was paraqzed right at 
the begiming and the support provided by his tactical air force was not very effective. 
However, both the enenw forces in the airfield area and the 53d Regiment rear counter­
attacked rather fiercel¥. 

I ordered the front to hold the areaS occupied, hunt down remnant enenw troops in these 
areaS, take precautions--espec iall¥ at night--against the enenw's regrouping in order 
to counterattack us. make adequate preparations So as to be able to clearly see the 
targets and organize attacks to knock out the 23d Infantry Division, to direct the 
whole of the loth DiviSion from Il1c lap to the northwest of the city to stand ready 
to smash enenw counterattacks from 11 March omard and to comply with all policies 
lore 11 once they entered the city. 

It IlIlst be noted that onl¥ on 10 March did the enenw clearl¥ realize tnat we intended 
to attack Ban Me 'lhuot, and a Ithough he was stunned, it waS already too late. :!ince 
strategic Route 14 had already been cut, regiments belonging to the enenw's 23d Division 
stationed in Pleiku did not dare to move by road, and they did not have enough airborne 
means to g';;) to the reScue of Ban Me 'll1uot. The regi~nts were also very confused and 
agitated because the majority of the families, wives and children of t~ commanders 
and soldiers were living in Ban r~ Thuot city. An additional factor was that we were 
violently shelling PleikU airfield to prevent the enemy from sending troops to Ban Me 
'll1.uot • 
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on the morni1'l/l ot 11 Maroh. I <,ece1.ved a message reporting that at 0720 our heavy 
artillery shelled the 23d Infantry Division. wiping out 16 houses. that our tanks and infantry 
were advanci,,« toward the 23d Infantry Divis ion and that the enem), was facing a dangerous 
situation. Thirt)' minutes later. our tanks and infantry descended upon the 23d Infantry 
D1 vision fran four directions. The enellY troops were g1 ven the order to hold on to the 
last. 

At 0815. we learned that the deput)' commander and part of the staff of the 23d Infantry 
Division had alread), fled the division. We continued to attack and discovered two 
underground shelters. It was reported that Col Nguyen Cong luat, chief of narlae Province 
and concurrently sector commander, and the assistant to the 23d Division deputy canmander 
were captured by our troops. In an attack on another undergrOUnd shelter at the 23d 
Infantr,y Division base, Our troops captured 13 more or the enemy, Inclu41ng 4 captains 
and Col VU The Quang, division deputy commander. In many places, enemy troops brandished 
white flags while fleeing and were captured in the coffee forest. 

At 1030. we intercep;ed a mesaase sent b)' the enemy's 21st Ranger MUlUbattalion unit 
to a high level. The message said: At present. the multibattalion command. the 23d 
Reconnaissance Company and the artillery unit are facing a very tense situation. Darlac 
sector has been lost;: the 23d Division command has been lost and so have the 21st 
Multibattalion Unit rear and the 24th Multibattalion Unit frontline; the 72d and 96th 
battalions are stationed beh1nd. the sector command where there are many Viet Cong tanks, 
and cannot. therefore. do anrthing; the 21st Multibattalion Unit i. ineffective and 
cannot rescue the 23d Division. At present, munitiOns are nearly exhau.ted; there 
remain only two guns and 100 shells. If not resupplied, we will be plunged into a most 
dangerous situation. 

Part VI Continued 
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[part VI: "Attack on the Stronghold" 1 

[Text] After seizing the command post of the 23d Division and the armored car area, 
our troops overran the 45th Regiment rear base and then occupied the military police, 
police and communications areas and the regional force train1ng school. OUr partisan 
units met at the 23d Infantry Division Command Headquarters, and our armed action unit 
entered Ban Me Thuot Qity. Basically. the battle was over by 1030 on 11 March 1975. 

"Basically, the battle is over "--these words were jotted down on the incoming message 
reoord by an operatiOns cadre at our command post. OUr men's elation cannot be described, 
I told Our men present at the command post: The tact that it took us onl), a little 
more than a day and a night to attack and oocuPY sO large a city proves that the enemy 
can find no means to resist our strength. 

A comrade at the command post added: Completing the attack on Ban Me Thuot in little 
more than a day and a night is a wonderful feat.. I have been in this battlefield for 11 
years, but this time the preparations made by Our troops and their movements were the 
best I have ever seen. How happy we are! This 15 the first time we have been transported 
to attack the enemy and ocoup)' hi. territor)'. When we attaCked Pleiku in 1968. we endured 
very great hardShips, could occupy only the radiO station and bad to withdraw 1n 3 days. 
It is WOnderful that this time we could enter such a large cit)' so rapidl)' • 
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I ordered the immediate interrogation of the two puppet colonels to obtain additional 
information on the situation for a timely forecast of future developments. Comrade 
Mac Lam of the Military Intelligence Department, who had much experience in interrogation, 
went first to personally interrogate Col Vu The Quang. deputy commander of the 23d 
Division. Quang said: Your attack on Ban Me Thuot was not expected by our General 
Staff or by the Americans. After the Phuoc Long battle, Saigon came to the conclusion 
that the Viet Cong might attack a number of smaller cities such as An Loc and Gia Nghia 
but would not be able to attack large cities such as Ban t<1e Thuot, pleiku and Tay Ninh. 
lfuen Ban Me Thout was attacked. Saigon thought that the attaCk was a diversionary tactic 
to conoeal the intention to attack aia Nghia. To defend the 2d Military Region, Saigon 
must hold Nha Trang which has the second base of the II Corps Command, the 5th LogistiOs 
Command, and the airfield and seaport. There must a division to defend Qui Nhon. a 
regiment to defend the Mo Drac pass, a regiment from the Ca pass southward. and a 
regiment to defend Nha Trang. Nha Trang and Phan Thiet are more important than Qui 
Nhon. Qui Nhon is important only as long as Ple1ku and Kcntum remain. 

The 23d DiviSion can be regrouped but it would take as muoh as 3 months to restore 50 
percent of its numerical strength. If you attack Nha Trang now, conditions would favor 
you as the people there are con~~sed. You need to be careful about naval artillery, 
especially the 76-mm guns. beoause there are feH 122-nun g-ilUS. In this area, the Saigon 
air force has more facilities fer their activities. But according to pilots in Phuoc 
Long. eaoh day there were only 30 F-5 sorties for the entire region, and the remaining 
sorties were made by A-37 aircrart. It would be easier to carry supplies by sea. but 
r:lorale is low and no defense pOSitions hav-~ yet be~n formed. Saigon can nOH rely only 
0n the marines and paratr~cps-_but the latter now lack o0nfidence. At present. if the 
narines or paratroops are badly mauled, the morale of th~ Saiean armed forces will 
collapse. 

KnoHinc tha Quang was fornerly mayor of Cam Ranh, OUT' men asked him about the enenw 
d-2feuse situation in this harbcr. He said: Cam Ranh has no def~nse capabilities at 
all. Cam Ranh just puts on an app~arance. Th2 houses built by the arrrw corps face 
the sea for the breeze. B,y using your present fighting method, you will win immediate 
victory if you attack. It would tal::e at least 3 months to reorganize the def~nse of 
Cam Ranh. AfrJway, it is unlil::ely that its defense can be reorganized because many 
materials are lac.kine. Ever Since the U.S. withdra'."al, there has been a shcrtage of 
nylon sandbags, barbed wire. c.ement and vehicles. In view of this, collapse is very 
1iJ{Oly. 

;,;r~ ,,,ere thus able to see th~ enemy Situation more clearly. On the morning of 11 r·~arch. 

I sent the following cable to Comrade Va ~~uyen Giap: 

To Brother Tien: 

1. He have complete control of Ban He Thuot city and have occupied I!I8jor targets such 
as the 230 Infantry DiviSion area, the Darlac sector, the armored car area. the 
artillery area and the city airfield. He are hunting down remnant enemy troops still 
hiding in the city. According to initial reports, we have captured nearly l,OOO 
prisoners cf war whom we have yet to classify into various cateGories. 'de have also 
seized a large amount of military booty. The fighting from Due Lap to Dak Soong is 
finiShed. and 12 guns and nearly 100 tons of Shells have been seized • 
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2. de are continuing to expand operations to d~stroy the surrounding targets such as 
th~ 45th Reeiment base, the 53d ReGiment rear base, Buon Ho. and Ban Don and are increas~ 
ing our forces to firmly occupy Hoa Einh airfield. 

3. On 11 !"-larch, the Darlac !<lilitary Management Committee began .its activities. I 
propose that comrade Y Bloc be promoted to colonel and appointed chairman of the 
C OITlMi t tee. 

L:. In view of the situation, it appears that morale among the enenw troops in the 
Central HiGhlands is ',<lorsenine and that they are ueak and isolated. Our forces are 
still beth strong and enthusiastic, our rear service is able to carry out its misSion. 
and weather conditions remain ravorable. Fbr the time beillG. I intend both to consoli­
date Ban r'le Thuot and stand ready to foil any enerrw ccunterattack while expanding our 
operations to the surrounding areas in order to become the complete masters of Darlac 
Province. If we extend op~rations to eastern Phu Bon we can either annihilate or 
encircle the enemy and from there we can extend operations northt>Jard to Pleiku to 
encircle and annihilate the enerrw and isolate him at Kontum. The southward extension 
of operations may be postponed. I have exchanged views with brothers Dinh (Dinh Due 
Thien) and Lam (Le Ngoc Hien) here, whom you surely know. I sugsest that you exchange 
views with the Military party Committee, report to the Political Bureau and then give 
uS ins tructions. [s igned] Tuan. 

Part VII: lIRacing With the fuemy and the Weather" 
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[Text J The Ban 1·1e Thuot battle was a lightnine flaSh that staggered and confused the 
enemy. The puppet clique in SaiGon wanted to conceal its serious setback, striving to 
argue that Ban t1e Thuot was still in its hands .. Its spokesman held a news conference, 
saying that the report en the fall of Ban ~~ Thuot was completely false. As soon as 
French newsman (paul Andry) reported that :san rlJe Thuot was really under our control, 
he was shot dead by the puppet police at their headquarters. 

':,113 advocated and suggested that the Central r1ilitary party Committee and High Command 
not immediately release any neWS report on the Ban 1'1e Thuot battl·,;; through our press 
and radie station but let the enemy boast and be half-dead later because it l,.!ould not 
be able te make an announcement after the whole province of Darlac 1Nas liberated. 

Cn the afte:-onoon of 11 Harch, I as~ed Comrade Hoang rr,:nh Thac to immediately earry 
out a number cf urgent tasl:s: Fill the remaining underGround shol ters in the township; 
search for and reseu"! 0'.1':' detain~d hrothers and sisters' demolish enemy positions 
arcund the to'vmship and slightly beyond like Buon Ho, Re poc, Lac Thien, Ban Don, 
Duc Xuyen and Khanh Duong: and strive to gain time to consolidate our organizations, 
supply weapons and improve teChnical skills in order to stand ready to advance farther. 
The jmmediat? task for a commander at that time was to take full advantage of the 
favorable situaticlO to urgently develop the victory, because only by satisfactorily 
developine; it could He consolidate the past victories and win new victories more rapidly 
and eas:l,l. But how to develop the victory? In T;Jhat direction? To what degree? ":tith 
t.:hat force? This was a problem to be pondered and weiGhed very carefully. This was a 
race Hith 'c;he cnc;-v and the weather to expand the victory • 
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In the Western highlands at that time, the enemy stl1l had at hi. disposal hi. 2d Army 
Corps, a large regUlar torce, and his local troops in Kontum and Ple1ku, except tor a 
part of these forces that were belng ann1hl1ated ln Due Lap, Dac Soong, Ku1 Lua and 
Ban Me Thuot clty. Hls real capablllty conslsted of the 2d Army Corps wlth lts Ranger 
multlbattallons whlch were motlvated to counterattack and retake Ban Me Thuot or to 
lntens1t"y the defense of remalnlng posltlons and towns ln the Western highla nda, open 
communlcatlons llnea and stand on the detenslve untl1 the ralny season. We should also 
pay attentlon to the fact that the enemy would moblllze one or two dlvlsions trom other 
battleflelds to counterattack it our operatlons decreased. In the Western highland., 
the rainy Season would arrive 1n about 2 menths. It would be a great obstacle to the 
operations of our troops, espeolally the large battle groups equipped wlth heavy wea­
pons. Durlng thls 2-month period, we should have a battle plan accordlng to Which we 
could attaok with such an intensity that we could score a rapid and neat vlctory and 
malntain our vlctorious positlon untll the end of the rainy season when we would 
continue our offensive. Moreover, during the same period ot time. our troops' fervor 
would increase and they would grow stronger while the enemy troops Would become weaker, 
thus offerlng us an opportunlty to win immediate victory, overtultill the 1975 plan and 
fulfl11 even the 1976 plan in the Western highlands before the arrlval of the rainy 
season. 

I, comrades Dinh Due Th1en and Le Ngoe Kien and others 1n the command began to exchange 
views and dlscuss the problem on the evenlng of 11 March and on the mornlng of 12 March. 
I sent a report on the situation in the Western h1ghlands and on our plans to the 
Polltical Bureau and High Command. At the same tlme, I suggested that the High Command 
order the troops on the Trl-Thlen front to boldly advance to Route 1 in order to prevent 
the enemy troops from movlng to the Western hlghlands. I deemed lt necessary to add 
that atter winnlng the f1rst battle ot Ban Me Thuot, that is, after maklng outstanding 
progress along with scoring th1s resounding victorY, our troops should also disclose 
and overcome their weaknesses, such as the lack ot alertness and the use ot old fight1ng 
methodS. But, we thought a great deal about this questlon: After the Ban Me Thuot 
battle, how wlll the enemy operate on the Western highlands battlefleld? What will he 
do on the southern battlefleld? What wl11 be the reactlon of the Americans and the 
ringleaders of the Saigon puppet army and adminlstratlon? 

At that tlme, the enemy in the Central Hlghlands, faced with our dangerous and vlolent 
attacks, rapidly disbanded. In one day or more, it lost two important nerve centers: 
the command network of the reg10nal forces for all of Dariae Province and the head­
quarters of the 23d puppet Divlslon. 

The enemy certainly was going to counterattack to recapture Ban Me Thuot. However, Ban 
Me Thuot was already in an ls01ated sltuatlon. Roads were cut otf and large a1rflelds 
seized. Therefore, 1t the enemy landed its troops by air. its activ1ties would be 
restrlcted. It Would have to use the moblle force ot the 2d Corps. Even If lt also 
used its general reserve force, it would not be easy tor it to recapture Ban Me Thuot, 
because we had a strong torce deployed to attack enemy re1nforcement troops. 

From 10 March, we coord1nated our activities on the other southern battlefields. There~ 

fore, the enemy had to make a general revlew of all the battlefronts to see If it could 
actually concentrate on its attacks against Ban Me Thuot . 
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llesides their military dift'iculties, the U.:;.~puppets encountered political, mara 1, and economic difficulties. It waS not certain that supplercental U.~. aid would arrive. The Ford administration also had other difficulties 1n the Middle East and even 1n the United ~tates itselt'. 

As for us, our rapid, repeated victories at the Ban Me 'Jhuot battle gt'eatly encouraged and gave confidence to all our units in all battlet'ields. OUr units were still powerful. our logistical forces suffered very few losses and were even reinforced with what We had captured from the enerf\Y. ruring our d iscusslen about the s 1tua ticn of grain and ammunition, Cena-ade Dinh Ille 'Ihien stretched hiS hands and gladly said: We have gained a prot'it Which is not 'I times greater, but 10 times greater than what We have invested. our grain and arnnunltlon is sufficient, even plentiful. We have enough fOl' our USe not onl¥ until the rainy Season, but also throughout the dry Season of next year. We also have a lot of vehicles and amll1lnition, and we seized many enerrw vehicles and large amounts ot' enemy allUlUnit10n at the J>Bi Hac n, ammo depot in Ban r-e ~uot. Let us launch more violent, bigger, and mare rapid attacks if possible. 

llie problem then was to rapidly develop our attacks so the enemy would not have enough ti~ to cope with them and to prevent heaven from causing obstacles to our activities. A :race with the enenw and heaven began on the morning of 12 rtlrch. 

Afte:r careful deliberation the cOml"ades in the Corrrnand Headquarters am I concUXTed that we would send a large part of our forceS reserved for this campaign northward along Route 1'1 to exterminate the enemy and "l1berate Pleiku and isolate Kontum. 

Part VII Continued 
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[Part VII: "Hacing With the Enemy and the Weather"] 

[Text] To carry out this plan it was necessary on the one hand to quickly destroy the remaining enemy in areas adjacent to Ban Me 'n1,uot oity and corrpletely liberate D3:rlac Province; and on the other to stand ready to .foil al1Y attempt by enemy rein­forcements to counterattack and recapture Ean Me 'Ihuot, thereby firmly defendil1! the 11 bera ted area, 

AS t'or llan Me ~uot City itselt', the military management committee should make its i'irst public appearance at an early date so as to calIon puppet troops and administration pers::mnel to show thermelves and hand in their weapons, to organize an air defense system and evacuate the people, to set up the administration at the basic level and organize seli' .. defense forces for the city, and. to immediately restore normal operations to insure the people's lives __ operations like hospitals, schools, markets, the power plant, the waterworks plant, stores, enterprises and so forth. '1he greatest and most urgent prob lem t'acing llan Me ~uot at the time was to supply grain and t'ood t'or the people in the city and its surrounding areas so that they could stabilize their lives. '::;ome warehouses containing rice. salt, canned goods and medicines seiZed from the eneII\Y in the city were opened t'or distribution to the people. 

On the afternoon of 12 I·nrch I received a message from Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, which said, in et't'ect: ~e pol1tical a.reau and the Central Military Party Committee, elated over our armed forces I great and reSOUnding victories in both the primary and secondary directions, convey the1J:'l warm congratulations to all cadres, combatants, party members. y::ruth union members. national defense workers and people on the Central Htghlarxls front . 
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The Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee held a conference and 
assessed the situation as fOllows: The strategic and campaign plans formulated by 
the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party COmmittee have been proved 
correct. The victories scored in Ban Me 'Jhuot, Due Lap, the Route 19 area and other 
places indicate that we are capable of winning great victories more quickly than 
initially planned. A striking fact is that morale among the enemy has seriously 
declined. In face of this situation, it is necessary to adopt a spirit of urgency 
and forcefulness and to promptly seize the opportunity to win great victories. 
&others I.e Duan, I.e Duc Tho and Vo Nguyen Giap are in complete agreement with the 
front that in Ban Me Thuot we must quickly destroy remaining enemy units, extend 
our operatiOns to the areas surrounding the city and stand ready to intercept enemy 
reinf'orceIrents. We rust rapidly extend our operations toward Fhu .Ibn to destroy 
all vital forces of the enemy and seige PleiJcu with a view toward capturing this province. 
We should iSOlate and destroy Kontum later and finally march south. 

Only a few minutes later brother Vo Nguyen Giap cabled me again with this information: 
According to latest repo~ts, the enemy was planning to rely on forces which had yet 
to be completely destroyed, like part of the 53d regiment, the 21st Ranger multibat­
tal10n unit and some positions adjacent to Ban Me 'lhuot, especially Buon Ho and Phuoc An. 

The enemy was also planning to send in as reinforceIrents from one to two regiments 
of regular troops and Rangers supported by aircraft to mount a counterattack in a bid 
to recapture Ban Jo.1e 'Ihuot. 

At the Command Headquarters, a newly received report revealed that the 45th Battle 
Group and the core command of the 23d Division of the puppets had been airlifted 
by helicopter from Pleiku to Buon HO at noon on 11 March; and al'X)ther battle group 
would be heli-lifted to Phuoc An on 12 March. ~leanwhile, the Plppet air force was 
being nobilized to a high degree; and the U.S. Air Force in Thailand \-las making 
unusual preparations. Therefore, the most urgent task was to concentrate our 
forces on quickly destroying enemy units and bases around Ban He Thuot and ann:lb.ilating 
enemy reinforcements. 

The two aforementioned messages strongly encouraged all of us. The assessment of 
the Situation and the instructions for action in the Central Highlands provided by 
the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee completely accorded 
with our Views, thoughts and plans. Such clear-sighted assessment and views as 
well as the understanding and unanimity of views between the Political Bureau and 
the field command were one of the decisive factors in all victories. Elated by 
the victories already achieved and firmly confident of future victories, we quickly 
proceeded with Our operations. I sent Comrade I.e Ngoc to meet with the comrades 
of the Central Highlands Front Command immediately and to discuss specific measures 
to develop the Victories already gained in the campaign. Meanwhile, Comrade Dinh 
Due Thien left the Command Headquarters for the variOUS logistics units, troop 
stations and storage depots to inspect and encourage his personnel. We also planned 
to nove the Command Headquarters forward to meet the developments of the situat:1Dn. 
In this way the staff cadres of the Command Headquarters WOuld be able to closely 
watch the situation on a dailY basis and study troop ttlJvements and the terrain around 
PleiJcu while planning fighting methods and the deployment of troops and firepower 
for the battle of Pleiku to destroy the nerve center of the enemy1s II Command. 
We also telephoned !/anoi to request weather forecasts for April and May 1975 in the 
Central Highlands. 
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On 12 and 13 March the enemy did not acknowledge the fact that we had liberated Ban Me 
Thuot. Meanwhile, radio stations and news agencies of the Western world were still 
uncerta1n about this development. The enemy'. MR II was trying to cope with the 
situation by itself. In various flight formations. A-37 aircraft unloaded their bombs 
on Ban Me Thuot city, and enemy reconnaissance planes made repeated passes over the 
eastern part of the city. Just as we had foreseen. the 45th Reg1ment belonging to the 
23d puppet Division was airlifted from Pleiku to Phuoc An. an area east of Ban Me Thuot 
city. where We had prepared our forces that were ready to fight. Another key battle in 
the Central Highlands was about to start. 

!'art VIII: "Smash the Counterattack" 
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[Text 1 From noon on 11 March to dawn on 14 March. our front command post was busy and 
tense but very enthusiastic. Thousands of news reports from our units and hundreds ot 
technical reconna1ssance reports seized by our troops were continuously sent to our 
front command post. Our race with the enemy reallY began as soon as the gunfire died 
down in Ban Me Thuot city. Our offensive gunshots quickly spread along Route 14 and to 
Buon Ho. Ban Don. Dat Ly. the base of the 53d Reg1ment. the rear of the 45th Reg1ment 
and to other places. Our weapons and equipment continued to spread toward targets 
around Ban Me Thuot. 

The 320th Division sent a unit along Route 14 which launched an attack further south. 
liberated Buon Ho district town. and chased the enemy to Dat Ly; another unit launched 
an attack northward to Ta Leo bridge and took firm control of an aO-kilometer stretch 
of Route 14. The lOth Division moved toward the east of Van Me Thuot. took a firm 
position and stood ready to intercept any enemy reinforcements coming to liberate Ban 
Me Thuot. 

At noon on 12 March, we formed a positIon to encircle the Phuoc An subsector and district 
town. The puppet subsector commander fled With the subsector policemen. units of the 
316th Division and the Reg1ment 95-B wiped out enemy troops in trenches in the city and 
freed our brothers and sisters deta1ned by the enemy in Ban Me Thuot prison. These units 
then advanced and occupIed the area ot the 23d DIvision training school, tracked and 
captured a number of the rema1ning enemy fleeing to rubber plantations west ot the city 
and called on enemy civil detense groups and local force platoons to surrender. The 
sapper troops firmly held Boa Btnh airfield and repelled enemy units coming from the 
53d Reg1ment base to reoccupy the airfield. Our long-range artillery units readjusted 
their firing coordinates. and our antiaircraft defense unit. concentrated their torma­
tions on the eastern part of the city in order to readily attack enemy airborne troops. 
Our tank and armored car detachments reached their regrouping pesit10na and prepared to 
launch new attacks along the roads leading to Ban Me Thuot. Lac Thien and Phuoc An. 

In the city. after the gunfire had died down. people hurriedly dug ant1aircraft defense 
shelters or evacuated to areas surrounding the city. Military police units were set UP. 
led the people to evacuate to the west of the city. blocked the road leading to the 
east, and captured stubborn reactionaries trying to flee. Our troops gave rice and salt 
to poor families before the evacuation. Our antiaircratt detense units' fire covered 
the city and firmly counterattacked enemy aircraft on bombing or reconnaissance missions. 

• 

- --~-~-~-. -- ------
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Throughout Darlae Province, enemy troops were like snakes Which had lost their heads. 
In Ban Don, the majority of the enemy troops came out and surrendered WhIle others lett 
their positions and fled. The puppet lieutenant colonel commanding the rear base of 
the 45th puppet Regiment had to command both his own troops and remaining troops of the 
53d Regiment. The commander of the 53d puppet Regiment cabled to his superiors 
requesting rescue and propos1ng that napalm bombs be dropped on our formations to enable 
his troops to flee. 

While spreading to areas around Ban Me Thuot city, our troops met with enemy groups 
coming out to surrender and captured vehicles and l05-mm guns. A-37 's came to bomb Ban 
Me Thuot city and enemy reconnaissance planes intensified activities over PhUDC An and 
Hoa Binh airfield. 
At our command post, the operation nap was covered with circles and red crosses mrking 
the places where our troops had annih1lated the enemy and tal<!!n full control of 
targets, red arrows showing the advance of our units, and overlapping blue arrows 
indicating the d1reotion of enemy withdrawal to adjaoent forests. There were also 
d1a.ries written with d11'ferent handwriting and different pens by comrades in 
charge of following the situation. Telephone calls came in. When listening care tully 
telephone operators coUld not help being gleeful on hearing the neWs ot victories 
reported trom the battlefields. Comrades serving in the command post worked and walked 
quietly and handed cigarettes Which had just been delivered from the rear to statt 
cadres who were listening on the telephone. 

Spring had just begun. Since new green leaves had not yet fully developed on the 
'khopjll trees of the Central Highlands forests, the noontime sunshine was very hot. 
The humming ot all kinds ot inseots and the crowing ot pheasants near the house were 
heard simUltaneously with remote gunfire and the droning of OV-IO reconnaissanoe 
planes hovering in search of targets, together with the calls '~ello, ZA-75 speaking" 
trom the command post. 

It was noon on 12 March--the height ot oommand activity in the fight against the enemy 
counterattack--when suddenly, all telephone 11nes of the command post were cut ott. We 
heard neither a bomb explosion nor the droning ot aircraft. Our repeated phone calls 
went unanswered. Commanding comrades stopped working, shook their heads and looked at 
one another in silence. The comrade in the signal statf rushed out trom the underground 
bunker to look for the cause ot the telephone breakdown. Meanwhile, the roaring of a 
herd ot elephants became louder and louder from a distance ot about 300 meters trom the 
oommand post. We realized that, disturbed by the explosion of bombs and shells on the 
battlefield, the elephants left their area and were heading for our command post on 
the1r way toward the Vietnam-Cambodia border. The command post detense unit was 1mme­
diately sent out to check the advance of the elephants, but with the order that they 
should not fire upon the elephants in aocordance with the diSciplinary regUlations on 
the need to preserve prec10us wild animals. The unit was ordered to do noth1ng to exc1te 
the elephants so that they woUld not trample the oommand post and destroy it. Everyone 
was instructed to enter the A-shaped underground shelter, 1t need be, to avoid the mighty 
beasts. Fortunately, the elephants passed by the command post wh11e our troops remained 
quiet. We expressed pity for our signal comrades who went out to mend the telephone 
wires whioh had been broken by the elephants. Long lengths ot wire had been oarried 
away by the elephants. 

On the nights of 12 and 13 March we took turns sleeping, leaving cadres on duty to 
follow the s1tuation. Although the forests were quiet at night, we coUld not sleep 
soundly for long periods. We tossed about and thought of various problems betore 
dozing off and awoke amid the telephone call 'hellos" from the bunker ot the cadre. on 
duty, sounds of the deer by the brook and the sound ot the quick paoe of a cadre on 
duty coming to wake us to report on the situation • 
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On 13 March, we received a flash cable from HanOi. As soon as they f1niShed trans­
cribing a portion of the cable, the code breakers gave lIB each line of the IIBsBage as 
soon as it was deciphered. Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap conveyed to lIB the op1nion of the 
Political Bureau and Central Military Party COmmittee after reading II\Y' previous cable 
report. The Political Bureau and the Central Mil1tary Party Committee informed lIB 
that the other hattlefields had begun to coordinate their operations and advised us to 
check and supervise the annihilation of enell\Y' units coming to counterattack, to try to 
destroy as nany enell\Y' forces as possible with1n Ban lot! Thuot and the adjacent areas 
and to quickly encircle Phu Bon. The Political Bureau and the Central Military Party 
Committee envisa€/Od that if a large portion of the enemy forces were destroyed, if Ban 
Me Thuot city and nany other diStrict towns were lost, and if Route 19 was cut off, the 
renaining enell\Y' forces 1n the Central Highlands would regroup in Pleiku or might be 
forced to nake a strategic retreat and to abandon the Central Highlands. 

Therefore, the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee instructed uB 
that it was necessary to i.IIIIIediately encircle Pleiku, to block both the land and air 
routes of the enemy and to make adequate preparations to annihilate them. J.t appeared 
that the Political Bureau and the Central Military Party Committee had at an early date 
foreseen the enemy's strategic retreat from the Central Highlands. Moreover, the battle 
position arrangellBnts taken according to the ca_ign strategy before the day we opened 
fire to attack llIln lot! Thuot had also been contemplated 1n order to prevent the enell\Y' 
from either sending reinforcements to rescue the Central Highlands or fleeing the 
Central Highlands easily. 

Part VIn Continued 
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[Part VIII: "Snash the Counterattack" 

[Text 1 llaves of enell\Y' helicopters cont1nued to land troops 1n areas of Phuoc An and west 
of Hea Binh airfield. The 44th Regiment, part of the 45th Reg1ment and the renaining 
troops of the 53d Re gillBnt who had fled there experienced their most frightening moments. 
1'1hile trying to land, they trembled with fear because nany had already been shot down 
by various types of antiaircraft guns. No sooner had they touched the ground--even before 
they could regroup--they fled in diSorder to avoid the high-trajectory direct fire of our 
infantry. They panicked when they saw our tanks and armOred cars rushing toward them. 

The enemy airborne units were annihilated one by one, and the renaining troops r&n away, 
mix1ng with one another and gradually withdrawing toward Route 21. They were followed in 
retreat by local troops, local adminiStration personnel and also the Han€/Ors. They left 
beh1nd many vehicles, artillery pieces, rifles and IIUch ammunition. (\>r units then used 
the armored cars to pursue the enell\Y' troops, took to the highway to overtake the fleeing 
enemy formations and forllEd teal1B to meet the enell\Y' troops along the road and capture the 
renain1ng troops. 

At that time our staff, military intelligence and operational cadres found it difficult 
to nark the enell\Y' unit designations on the nap because enell\Y' formations on the battlefields 
had retreated 1n disorder and because the enemy radio broadcasts were so confUSing that it 
was impossible to distinguiSh units call1ng for rescue from units answering the calls. lot!an­
while, flights of enemy aircraft hovering at high altitude could not support enell\Y' troops 
on t he ground • 

• 
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At dawn on 14 March, after reading a general report written by the standing detachment 
comrade who was on the night shift, I concluded: The main force of the puppet 23d Division 
--oomprising the 44th and 45th regiments west of Ban Me Thuot--had been annihilated after 
2 days of fighting; the remaining troops of the 53d Regiment and the 21st Ranger multi­
battalion unit also met with the same fate; the enemy II corpsl counterattack in the 
Central Highlands has thus been smashed, and the enemy was plunged more deeply into a 
passive position and would suffer still more defeats. We would continue to expand opera­
tions according to the existing plan which had been agreed to by the Political Bureau and 
the Central I'Il11 tary Party Committee. 

On 14 I{.arch I cabled to the Political Bureau and the central Military Party Committee, 
informing them that I had received their messages Nos 3, 4, 7 and 10, that I was very enthused 
by their spirit and intention to expand the campaign, and that we promised to do our best 
to arrange and guide implementation according to unfolding battlefield developments in order 
to meet the aforementioned requirements--that is, to shorten the time and overfulfill the 
1975 plan in 2 or 3 months, which WOuld even meet the plan forecast for 1976. 

I reported on inital developments in the campaign to the Political Bureau and the central 
Military Party Committee so that they might have a better understanding of the situation. 
I pointed out that we had to induce the enemy to act according to our intentions, to make 
him misunderstand our principal offensive direction and to continue to build on his mis­
understanding until we launched an offensive in the principal direction in order to preserve 
the factor of surprise during the campaign. From 1 to 9 March 1975, before launching the 
offensive on Ban Me 'lbuot, I deployed troops according to the campaign arrangements and 
attracted the enemy's attention to Kontum and Pleiku, cut off roads and isolated the 
principal targets. Therefore, only when I was about to open fire on Ban Me Thuot did the 
enemy sound the alarm and think of strengthening his forces, but it was then too late because 
his troops had been stretched out and pinned down in other regions. 

I reported that attacks on the main targets in Ban Me Thuot city consisted of joint 
operatiOns by various armed branches in four columns. This was coordinated with movements 
of seasoned units and infantry battalions that secretly advanced toward the city by bypassing 
outposts near the Ban Me 'l'huot city outer perimeter, using large military forces and carrying 
them by meohanized means at h1gh speed along major road axes and directly attaoking inside 
the city. This was done with a view to immediately smashing the two leading organs of the 
enemy command--that is, the 23d Infantry Division and the sector command post. 

From the south we simultaneously launched two infantry battalions which had been secretly 
positioned; one of these battaliOns attacked the 23d Infantry Division while the other 
attacked the sector command post. At the same time, two other columns proceeded from the 
west and northeast--each supported by infantry, tanks, artillery and antiaircraft units-­
and launChed a deep thrust into the city center. Moreover, a spearhead was launched from 
the southwest. this consisted of an infantry battalion and a tank company, and the battalion 
was to advance simultaneously with the tanks and attack the main target. Finally, an 
infantry company carried by armored cars advanced with a tank company while two other in­
fantry companies which had been positioned about 2 kilometers from the main target--that is, 
the 23d Infantry Division--waited for the arrival of the tanks. Thus they oonstituted a 
spearhead composed of an entire infantry batta110n with the tank and armored car support. 
They directly attacked the main target just as our artillery started doing its job • 
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The enelll¥ had no time to react and was unable to bring in other forces. We had a 
rapid victory in Ban fob Thuot. There we practiced a method of bold surpriSe attack 
which called for very good organization of very complex joint operations; we did our 
best to meet these requirements. However, after attacking and SDashing the enelll¥, we 
detected shortcomings requiring rapid solutions. Understanding Of the situation and 
working methods had not yet caught up with new circumtances and requirements and were 
still affected by old-fashinoed practices, (?accumulated shortCOmings and delay). Per­
sons able to Dake deciSiOns and organize swift action had not yet emerged conspicuously. 
There were still cases of failure to firmly direct troops and to use radio sets, although 
they were available; instead, secret codes continued to be used, am telephone wires were 
clulmily drag!j!d along. There was also the failure to use vehicles seized from the enelll¥ 
and to dare to employ PCMla who could drive to drive cars to carry our troops. There ... 
fore, our troops had to trudge along. Though the enelll¥ troops were confused and were 
disintegrating--which was unlike a situation in which they were organized and had Dade 
defensive preparations and were waiting for us--our side, before launching an attack, 
still proceeded according to the full routine, nade nighttime preparations and waited till 
morning to attack. Though the enelll¥ air force launched only limited attacks, flew at a 
high altitude and dropped bombs inaccurately, our troops were not allowed to move about 
in daytime but were compelled to wait, delay and waste time. Repeated warnings had to 
be Dade about these shortcomings which were being overcome. The campaign developed quickly, 
and it was large and very complex; as rasul t, opportunities to win more victories followed 
one upon another. 

However, local party conmittee echelons were confused by all the tasks that had to be done, 
like working in broad daylight instead of moonlight and moving from dense forests to cities; 
these sudden changes upset their usual thoughts, organization and manners--changes con­
cerning the shift from simple to large-scale work. In my opinion, thiS state of affairs 
had come about in the oentral Highlands and could also appear on other battlefields. It 
stenmed from the old-fashioned assessment of the enelll¥ strength and the thoughts and working 
method that were not yet compatible with new conditions. It was now necessary to act rapidly, 
display mobility, gain time and simultaneously improve organizational and leadership capa­
bilities, Dake decisiOns, assume responsibility as unit commanders entrusted with tasks, 
and dare to act and assume responsibility instead of thinking that everyone should bear the 
responsibility. During this campaign, Central Highlands cadres and troops would Dature 
much more in the new combat circumstances. I proposed that more time be spent training 
troops to be mobile and versatile. Rapidly, urgently and conSistently improving 
the ability to organize and to command; and teaching cadres and combatants to drive 
enemy vehicles of all types and to use our own and the enelll¥'s radio equip-
ment. The various arned branches should learn how to use enemy weapons and equiPll2nt like 
artillery, armored cars, and construction IlBchines. I said that in the near future great 
attention should be paid to seizing the enemy's equipment and using it to attack him. 

Finally, I informed the Central Hilitary Party Committee and the Political Blreau that I 
agreed with the propaganda moves mentioned in Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap's message. Concerning 
enelll¥ efforts to conceal and deceive, I said we should carry out certain tasks at the right 
time. In my opinion. as soon as we basically completed liberation of LQrlac Province, the 
news might be spread by newspapers and over the radio. \lhen spreading the news, it would 
be advisable to sillllltaneously publish the statement of the People's Revolutiomry Committee 
of Darlac Province, the composition of the comn1ttee, the battle results, and PCM statements • 
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Part IX: lI'lbe 'IUrnlng Point in the War'! 

Hanol NHAN DAN ln Vietnamese 19 Apr 76 p 3 BK/WA 

[Text] On 15 March 1975 I received a reply from the Political Burea~ signed by Comrade 
Le Due Tho, and another from the Central Military Party Committee signed by Comrade Vo 
Nguyen Glap. At a meeting in Hanoi these two bodies had carefully read my message of 14 
March, agreed with Our opinion and approved our proposals. The passages dealing with 
experiences drawn from our diversionary tactics, with fighting methods and with the training 
of cadres and combatants in using captured weapons and technical equipment as well as the 
passages dealing with the shortCOmings and the command method of the Central Highlands 
troops were transmitted by the Central Military Party Committee to the General statt for 
rapid dissemination to other battlefields. The proposals for coordinating the various 
battlefields were transformed by the Political Bureau and Central Military Party Committees 
into instructions which were then sent to various military regions for implementation. 

After receiving the message from the Political Bureau and Central Military Barty Committee, 
on the basis of the latest developments in the Central Highlands situation, we met and 
discussed the implementation of the plan to expand operations toward the north. The Central 
Highlands Command fully agreed to the draft plan and resolved to concentrate on implementing 
it at all costs, because after so many years of fighting the Americans on this Central High­
lands battlefield, the comrade cadres in the command were more elated than anyone else by 
the recent resounding victories and wer' confiden';. ot' t'urther victories. 

In 1968 and 1972 we had already fought great battles in the Central Highlands, but those 
victories w.ere not so rapid, reSOunding and great as those won this year. At that time 
our t'orces were not so strong as now, and our rear support bases and road networks were 
not quite adequate. Also, the enemy at that time had very powerful U,S. t'ire and logistics 
support and was not occupied in other areas, so that he was able to concentrate on resisting 
us in the central Highlands. This time, however. prospects were bright t'or liberating the 
Central Highlands. If we acted wisely and rapidly we might finish our job before the 1975 
rainy season. Any difficulties might have forced us to wait until the 1975-1976 dry season. 
Accordingly the comrades clearly perceived the weight of their responsibility for the overal 
situation--very heavy but very glorious--and they enthusiastically and proudly contemplated 
the immediate prospects. 

Comrade Hoang Minh Thao frequently confided to us: Apart from other important and decisive 
reasons. one reason for the southern revolution's successeS to date was that we had mastered 
part of the Central Highlands and that the Central Highlands compatriots were valiant and 
indomitable. Over the years I had thought day and night of liberating the central Highlands 
completely, and I did my best to insure that the revolution requited the Central Highlands 
compatriots ot' various nationalities for their meritorious deeds. 

On 15 March and on the morning of 16 March we received a number of technical news items and 
s orne comments by Wes tern radio s ta tions • 
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Though the reports were scattered and low-level and the oomments brief, they were very 
important in assessing the current enemy situation in the Central Highlands. Por 
example. a U. S. news agency reported that on 15 March the price of a Ple1ku-Saigon air 
tlcla>t rose to as muoh as 40.000 plasters, because there were so many people competing 
for air tiola>ts to Saigon on 15 March. At noon on 16 March we interoepted a ... ssage 
from enemy aircraft taking off from Pleiku, telling one another to land in Nha Trang. 
Why did they have to tala> oU from one place and land in another which was farther away, 
even though we had not yet intensively shelled the Pleiku airfield? 

At 1500 on 16 March Hanoi sent a message saying that the forward oonmand post ot the 
enemy II COrps had moved to Nha Trang. At 1600 the same day, news came tram 'lhuan Man 
that the observation station on the ]a Leo bridge had spotted a long oonvoy of 
vehicles running tram the My" ']hanh junotion toward Phu Bon. At that time we were still 
oonoentrating on Ban Me 'lhuot, but we now began to pay speolal attention to the Pleiku 
and Kontum areas and to Routes 14 and 19. We also paid great attention to any news 
relating to Pleiku, the II Corps and the strategic roads leading to the delta. 

Atter receiving these reports, at about 1900 on 16 March staff cadres in the OOl1lDBnd 
post held a lively debate. Even before reaohing any oonolusion and making any final 
assessment, they all felt that the enemy was doing so ... thing in the Central Highlands 
after reoeiving two painful blows and suffering defeat in Ban Me 'lhuot. One comrade 
suggested the possib1lity that the enemy would oonoentrate the reminder of his 
Central Highlands troops in Nha Trang and would then use them and the strategio 
general reserve troops to counterattaok and reoccupy Ban Me 'lhuot tram Route 21. He 
argued, 'lhe "Dragon House" in Hanoi--that is, our High COnmand headquarters--had 
reported that the enemy paratroop division was strengthening the Central Highlands 
and the Red Beret unit had appeared in Phu Bon. It these troops had come to Phu Bon 
they might go down to Khanh Duong and this division's OOl1lDBo4 might be established in 
Nha Trang. To support his argument, he recalled the Central Mil1tary Party Committee's 
13 March message reporting the enemy's intensified counterattack aimed at reoccupying 
Ban Me 'lhuot and pointing out the need for us to concentrate on ann1hlla ting him. 

Another oomrade retorted: 'lhe Central Military Party COmmittee's message raised three 
pOints. First, the enemy might intensity his counterattack. Second, 11' he were 
ann1hilated, he would withdraw and regroup in Pleiku; we should then try to enoircle 
this area. 'lhe third point envisaged the enemy's strategic retreat. If so, the news 
reaching us today indicated that the enemy might either increase his troops to counter­
attack or withdraw to Nha Trang. 'lhe reports about the Red Beret troops' appearance 
in Phu Bon would have to be ver11'ied because before the enemy could go to Phu Bon he 
WOuld have to counterattack along Route 14 through Buon Ho district town. Since we 
had occupied this entire stretch of road and deployed a large force there, would the 
enemy dare attack there? If the enemy wanted to Withdraw, he would have to withdraw 
his entire army corps and only then would the army corps COl1lDBnd be able to retreat to 
a safe place. If he wanted to withdraw, by what means and along what road could he do 
so? He could not easily expect to take Route 21 and counterattaCk to reoccupy Ban Me 
'lhuot. Encountering defeated troops fleeing to Nha Trang along Route 21 would suffice 
to demoralize the counterattacking forces • 
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Other comrades opined that although the Central Military Party Committee's message 
pointed out three possibilities, we had in fact already beaten the counterattacking 
forces, were ready to continue beating them and were also discussing preparations 
for sending troops to encircle and destroy Ple1ku. It was now possible that having 
recently suffered two heavy defeats. the enemy was now so weakened that he would have 
to flee. We must therefore properly carry out both previous tasks--that is, on the 
one hand rapidly annihilate the counterattacking troops and, on the other, quickly 
prepare to deploy our forces to encircle Pleiku. If the enemy retreats, he can go 
neither north nor south because our campaign positions have already been established 
and the strategic roads cut off. 

I pondered the aforementioned reports and attentively considered the_views of other 
comrades. In faot, on 13 March the Central Military Party Committee envisaged all 
three possibilities. On our party, when deploying campaign positions prior to opening 
fire we had already considered these three possibilities. After annihilating Ban Me 
Thout we would stand ready to annihilate the enemy not once, but many times more; 
we would attack not only the puppet II Corps but would have to fight also the general 
reserve force sent in by Saigon by air, because we had cut off and tightly blocked 
strategic routes 19, 14 and 21 to prevent the enemy from going either north or south. 

Perhaps the reports on the paratroops I appearance in Phu Bon were inaccurate, for on 
the previous day there were reports of some unusual moves an the part of the U.S. 
Air Force in Thailand, but then nothing unusual occurred. The situation might now 
develop very quickly because the enemy--after being subjective and having been 
taken completely unaware at the outset and after having suffered two painful blows-­
might now make frenzied and even more wrong moves. If he increased troops to 
counterattack, he would meet more difficulties. become even more bogged down and 
would likely suffer greater losses. If he retreated, he would go from the frying 
pan into the fire. Though hard news was scanty, the debate was likely and lengthy 
and gave us some food for thought and action. 

Part IX Continued 

HanOi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 20 Apr 76 p 3 ~WA 

[Part IX; liThe Turning Point in the War!!] 

[Text] I ordered the various communications networks and monitoring stations to 
gather information about the enemy; cabled Hanoi to inquire about the general situation 
throughout the battlefield; and ordered the gathering of news from broadcasts 
by international radio stations. I urged the Central Highlands command to have a 
firm grasp of the situation of the 95th and 25th regiments and the 320th and 10th 
diVisions on Routes 19, 14 and 21; and ordered that it must stand ready to provide 
the 25th Regiment on Route 21 with reinforcements. 

At 2100 on 16 March the comrade on alert duty received the news that the enemy 
was retreating from Pleiku: A convoy of trucks had passed the Vinh Thanh crossroads 
to move along Route 7, the ammo dump in P1eiku was exploding. Fires had broken 
out in the city. The command headquarters was alive with activity. A map of 
communications lines in the Central Highlands was spread on the table. Flashlights 
and magnifying glasses traced Routes 19, 14, and 7 on the map to determine blockade 
pOints, shortcuts and directions of attack, and the distances between the nearest 
units and Route 7 were calculated to set the time for action . 
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I phoned and spoke directly with Comrlde Kim Tuan, then commander of the '20th Division, 
Before the attack on Ban Me Thuot, I had several times asked about Route 7 and vas 
informed that this route had long been abandoned by enemy troops with bridges lett un­
repaired and no ferryboats. Two days earlter, I had asked Comrade Kim Tuan about this 
route and had received the same answer. Now, upon learn1ng that the enemy was retreat­
ing along Route 7 and that our unit dId not yet have any concrete information about 
this route and had not yet begun to closely pursue the enemy, I severely criticized the 
top unit leader. I emphatically told Comrade K1m Tuan, 'This is a shortcoming, a 
reproachable mistake. At this time, the slightest hesitation, mistake, tear of hard­
ship or delay would mean failure. If the enemy escapes, you will be responsible.-

In such moments, I do not expect any excuses trom my subordinates which might lead 
them to make les8 effort. I want them to carry out their tasks 1n the strictest and 
most complete manner. 

Having been in many battles and Campaigns with my subordinates and having encountered 
the most complex and urgent circumstanoes, I, 8S a commander, make strict demands on 
my subordinates, and they understand me well. Therefore, atter my orders had been 
given. they resolutely carried them out and usually achieved succesl. 

Holding the phone receiver, I recalled scenes ot disorderly retreats ot the enemy during 
both the anti-French and anti-U.S, wars--such as those of (Le Pave) and (Charton) on 
Route 4 during the campaign to liberate the border areas, of the U.S. Marine brigade 
from Khe Sanh in 1968, of the 1st Division and Ranger aftd other brigades of the puppets 
on Route 9 in southern Laos in 1971, and ot the 'd puppet from Quang Tr1 in 1972. The 
enemy had many times fled in the face ot our ottensive strength and usually applied 
different deceptive maneuvers to insure his retreat. But now a Whole regular corps of 
the puppets was hastily fleeing in retreat, abandoning the Central Hlghlands--a 
strategically important region. 

Why such a retreat? And who had given the order for it? Was it true that the thunder­
ous blow we had dealt at Ban Me Thuot had had such a shattering 1mpaot on the enemy? 
It was true that our well-placed blow had begun to have its effects only a few days 
after its delivery, It was true that the enemy had been stunned and been rendered 
strategically contused. The enemy had again made another grave strategiC mistake. The 
order for the retreat of the II Corps must have been given by the central puppet 
administration in Saigon. Thus. the situation had developed beyond the scope of our 
campaign and had become a strategiC matter. For the first time in the Indochinese war 
a modernly equipped enemy corps had to abandon an important strategiC area and flee 
during the course of a campaign. This situation would lead to many other important 
events and might even lead to a quick end to the war with ourselves as the victor. 
The enemy could not easily smooth out this problem which vould trigger both military 
and political reaction. and would affect even the United Stites; even the United States 
would not be able to settle this complex problem. 

NoW a great opportunity had presented itself to us. To t1rmly grasp this opportunity we 
must first of all annihilate the retreating enemy forces right on the Central H1ghlanda 
battlefield and prevent them from escaping to the lowlanda. They must be quickly and 
neatly destroyed to further acoelerate changes in the war situation • 
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Recalling past events and reflecting on current developments, I felt both joy and 
anxiety. Throughout the night of 16 March we supervised and encouraged the 320th 
Division to conduct urgent operations, while ordering the Central Highlands command 
to mobilize more armored cars, trucks, artillery and supplies to help the 320th 
Division pursue and destroy the enemy. At the same time, we ordered the 5th Military 
Region forward command in Binh Dinh to mobilize the regional forces of Phu Yen to 
block Route 7 and prevent the enemy from escaping to Tuy Hoa; cabled the 968th 
Division, ordering it to march quickly into Pleiku and overrun all enemy positions 
while in pursuit of the fleeing enemy formations and to attack them from behind; 
and oabled the 559 Command to send the 470th Engineer Battalion to occupy 
Kontum and Pleiku, put out fires, guide the people to safe areas and take over all 
the equipment and storage faoilities left behind by the enemy. 

From the time these orders were given to the time they were carried out by the various 
units, especially the order to pursue and destroy the fleeing enemy, we anxiously 
awaited field reports and it seemed that the time went by all too slowly. 

In faet, immedjately after receiving the order, the 320th Division urgently conducted 
operations during the night of 16 March and on the morning of 17 March a unit quiokly 
crossed the jungles to cut Route 7 and stop the enemy east of Phu Bon. Enemy forces 
were stopped both east and west of Phu Bon. On 18 March our main force caught up 
with the fleeing enemy, liberated Phu Bon city. destroyed the enemy forces kept at 
bay there and continued sweepjng toward CUng Son. Meanwhile, two divisions of regional 
troops from Phu Yen destroyed Son Hoa bridge and joined the 320th Division in liberating 
Gung Son. The enemy forces became panic-stricken and they disintegrated. Six ranger 
multibattal10n units, three armored regiments, various organs of II Corps and many 
tanks, artillery pieces, engineering vehicles and trucks were subjected to virtual 
destruction. 

Part IX Continued 
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[Part IX: liThe Turning Point in the Warlf] 

[Text] Puppet Col Pham Duy Tat. commander of the Ranger foroe in the 2d Military 
Region, made the follOWing declaration to us about the puppet units withdrawing from 
the Central Highlands: 

on the afternoon of 14 March, while I was going to various units to reexamine the defense 
situation in Pleiku , I received a call from the military region headquarters telling 
me to attend a meeting at the office of Pham Van Phu, commander of the 2d Corps. 
Phu said he had just come back from a meeting in cam Ranh with Nguyen Van Thieu, Tran 
Thien Khiem, cao Van Vien and Dang Van Quang. Here is PhuTs account of the meeting. 

Thieu asked Vien: Do we still have reserve forces to reinforce the 2d Corps? Vien 
replied: No. 

Thieu then turned to Phu, asking: If there are no reinforcement troops, how long will 
you be able to defend the area? Phu answered: I can defend for a month if I get 
maximum air support, sufficient air borne materiel, weapons, ammunition and 
reinforcement troops so as to compensate for our recent heavy losses. I will stay 
in Pleiku to fight and I will die there. 



• 

4-6 

Thieu said: These conditions cannot be met, and the PIAF is conducting violent attacks. 
'lherefore, we must withdraw from Kontum and Plelku so as to preserve our forces and 
use our troops to defend the Delta and the coastal area. There, we will have more 
convenient access to supplies. 

Thieu then asked: Could Route 19 be used [for our withdrawal)? Vien answered: In 
the history of the Indochina war, no forces have been able to withdraw along Route 19 
without being badly mauled by the revolutionary forces. 

Thieu again asked: How about Route 14-? Vien answered: Withdrawal 1s all the more 
impossible along Route 14-. 

All those attending the meeting then realized that the only chOice left was Route 7, 
which had not been used for a long time and was in bad condition, but it could provide 
an element of surprise. Brig Qeneral Tran van cam asked: How about the province 
chiefs, the regional forces and the local people? Shall we also organize their 
withdrawal? 

Phu replled: According to Mr Thieu's order, the regional forces should be lett behind, 
and no intormation about the withdrawal should be given to the province chiefs. Let 
them continue to defend. Let us complete our withdrawal, and let them continue to defend. 
Let us complete our withdrawal and let them find out about it later. The regional 
forces here consist only of highlanders. Let them return to the highlands. 

After completing his explanation, Phu ordered cam and Ly, chief of staff of the 
2d Corps, to work out a withdrawal plan. 

On the morning of 15 March, Phu and the major staff of the 2d Corps withdrew to 
Nha Trang by plane, on the grounds that they would establlsh a forward command to 
direct the attacks to recapture Ban Me Thuot. Thus, Phu did not defend Pleiku to his 
dea th as he had promised. Troops of technical units withdrew to Phu Bon, taking along 
their families. This caused the people to clearly realize the puppet administration's 
intention to leave Pleiku. Puppet officers and troops were then terrified, and their 
families moved to the airfield in large numbers and vied with one another to get a 
place on the plane, thus creating a chaotic situation. Those who did get to the air­
field used every kind of vehicle to flee to Phu Bon. Traffic congested as everyone 
wanted to be first to go. People insulted and even fought each other, thus causing 
more disorderly scenes on the road. 

Meanwhile, the 22d Ranger Multibattalion Unit also withdrew from KDnturn. 

When the puppet 25th Multibattal10n Unit arrived at Thanh An, it was overtaken by the 
PIAF, which launched fierce raids and infllcted heavy losses to it. 

According to the plan, the 2d Corps command and combat units had to establish a defense 
llne at Phu Bon and wait for heavy mechanized units and technical units to pass the area. 
When these units arrived at Phu Bon on 16 March, they were too tired and fed up with 
the situation. Therefore, they stopped and refused to move further. The troops and 
vehicles of these units were not only in the city, but also on the roads around the City. 
Traffic in the city was congested because puppet troops and vehicles arrived in large 
numbers. These troops then destroyed property and looted the streets, thus causing 
grea t disorder • 
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On 16 April, the PLAP began attacking a unit of the 23d Ranger battalion in (Ban 
Ble1k) Pass, inf110ting heavy losses on it. On 17 April, the liberation troops 
again shelled the enemy command in Phu Bon city, causing significant losses to the 23d 
Ranger MUltibattalion. At that tlme, the units of the regional force at Phu Bon 
were disbanded and deserted and fled, thus rendering the situation 1n the city more 
confused. The PLAF again launched attacks and seized a section of the road between 
the eastern part of Phu Bon city and Tu Na Pass, causing the rapid collapse of the 
enemy's defense of Phu Bon. 

The 7th MUltibattalion Unit on 17 March called for air support. A formation of A-37 
aircraft came to drop bombs but hit the unit's troops. Almost a full battalion was 
annihilated. On the morning of 18 March the unit was attacked once again by the 
liberation troops. It sustained serious losses. Only a few troops succeeded in 
escaping. The liberation troops advanced and occupied Phu Bon. 

Phu ordered us to abandon all heavy weapons and war materiel to flee from Phu Bon. 
I ordered the troops to abandon all vehicles and artillery pieces and to.lk around 
the woods, skipping the pass. The 3rd armored squadron also abandoned all its 
vehicles and ran into the woods after being intercepted on many occaSions by the 
liberation troops. On the section of road from the Tu Na mountain pass to Son Hoa 
district, the remnants of the troops had to hide themselves in the woods. Officers 
and soldiers brought their familites with them. Hundreds and thousands of people 
followed them, thus revealing their whereabouts. The liberation troops constantly 
pursued and attacked them. Consequently great numbers of us were scattered and lost. 
The troops, tired and without commanding officers, abandoned all their weapons and 
equipment during their flight. The soldiers at Phu Tuc and regional posts surrendered 
or left their ranks and their posts and were seized by the liberation troops. 

The 6th Ranger Multibattalion Unit was the rear guard column which had the responsibility 
of guiding the remnants of the other units back to Son Hoa. On the morning of 20 March 
the liberation troops began their surprise attack against the first detachment of the 
6th Ranger MUltibattal10n Unit, causing fairly heavy losses. During the following 
days, the unit took flight but was still pursued and attacked. Only a small number 
of troops were able to run back to Tuy Hoa. The liberation troops' rapid deployment 
to the eastern part of Phu Bon township to check the road to the Tu Na mountain pass 
deoided the failure of the Saigon troops' withdrawal from the Central Highlands. 

Thus, it was obvious that the Ban Me Thout battle was truly redoubtable and powerful. 
Next, the battle which annihilated the reinforcement troops in the eastern part of 
Ban Me Thout was truly quick and neat. 

All of this caused paniC and confusion among the enemy, not only at the divisional 
and military zone level, but also up to the enemy leading organ--the Saigon puppet 
administration. After their errors in tactics and campaign, and after sustaining 
severe blows by our hands, the enemy oommitted an error in strategy: Panicked, 
the Saigon administration ordered all its troops to pull back from the Central 
Highlands to the lowland with a view to maintaining its forces and safeguarding 
territory. However, the enemy oould neither pull its forces back to the lowland 
nor safeguard its territory. We annihilated them as they fled. 

Once an error in strategy was committed, defeat in the war was certa1n; it would come 
sooner or later. The only thing is that it was we who led the enemy to oommit this 
error, stepped up that process by the enemy, and oreated that turning point in the 
war. By becoming faster, bolder, more decisive, and more active, and by 
rushing forward on the impetus of victories, we were certain to win the war . 


